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SAKHAROV vs KISSINGER

James Burnham

NDRE1 SAKHAROV is a Soviet parallel to Edward
‘eller, He is one of the world’s foremost nuclear
physicists, While still in his twenties he was assigned

i to the Soviet nuclear programme and became known.

like Teller in this country, as “father of the H-bomb.”
From 1958 on he urged Khrushchey to accept the
Eisenhower proposal to end nuclear testing in water,
air, and space. (This premature initiative first led the
apparatus to write him down as a “dissident.”) In 1568
a memorandum Sakharov wrote on detente and “con-
vergence” got zlobal attention. The thesis of this
memorandum was, however, misunderstood. In the
interview he gave last month to Edonard Dillon of
Agence France Presse, Sakharov went out of his way
to clarify his then intended point: Detente is desirable
only on “the hope of the convergence of the two
systems: that is, ['évolution du camp socialiste vers une
plus grande démocratie, et celle du camp -occidental
vers le social” The meaning of this French clause is
in essence: the socialist countries becoming more free.
and the capitalist countries more humane.

In this interview, Sakharov continned (I am translat-
ing directly from the French text of the original publi-

. cation ) : “I still consider convergence the ideal solution,

But if we get down to facts, to what has actually gone
on these past eighteen months, we find the reality to
be extremely complicated. The developing rapproche-
ment is uncovering very grave hidden dangers. The
authorities of our country might, and perhaps already
can, exploit the detente not for the purpose of demo-
cratization but, on the contrary, for the sake of ever
greater rigidity. Apparently the objective is the
strengthening of the economic and administrative
structure.” Sakharov went on to cite various instances
—including several not heretofore reported abroad, as
well as others already notorious—of KGB repression in
the recent past, many of them ending with incarcera-
tion, incommunicado, in a KGB-operated “hépital
pénitentiare”—i.e., “prison hospital” for those declared
insane by the authorities.

“To get back to the question of whether [this wave
of repression] is connected with the change of the

international situation [toward detente], 1 cannot
avoid the impression that the connection exists, and
I believe this onght to show Westerners that in accept-
ing detente they must realize that detente cannot be
unconditioned. If it is, that would be one more
capitulation to our anti-democratic regime, an en-
couragement to its crimes. It could have grave and
tragic consequences for the entire global situation. It
could bring about the infection of the entire earth with
the disease that is ravaging us.

“The West should also realize that if our country
does not develop toward greater freedom, any agree-
ment will be precarious. 1t will last only as long as
immediate economic and political necessity compels
the rules of this country to respect it.

“The key issue to pose from the beginning ought
to be an eénd to the insulation of this country. This
means freedom to leave the country, freedom to re-
turn, freedom to renounce or to keep Soviet nationality

. I believe that a proposal, coming from the West-
em partners to the detente, to institute freedom for
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