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CONGRESS DECLARES WAR
ON FARMERS

J. G. Tiwari

HAT has emerged out of the Narora secret con-
claves is a consolidation as well as an extension

of that double-pronged attack on the farming com-
munity which has been going on with increasing vigour
particularly during the last two years. The major
significance of this secret meet does lie in the basic
character of the line of action adopted there. This
strategy has been taking shape for sometime past and
was gaining in aggressiveness under the impact of the
inflationary gyration. Two facts highlight the import-
ance of Narora. The Communist arch-designers of
government’s anti-farmer policy have now become bold
enough to come out openly in this particular role.
Apparently under the instructions of the Prime Mini-
ster, the two storm troopers of the Communist Party
of India in the Cabinet, D. P. Dhar and K. D.
Malaviya, piloted and guided the discussion and finally
obtained a consensus on their drafts of economic and

| political thesis, the quintessence of which is a country-

wide economic, social and political warfare against
the farming community, a strategy which aims to
repeat, in the Indian conditions, what Stalin did against
the farmers during the thirties and Mao. during the
sixties. Both these documents now are the guide books,
par excellence, for the indoctrination of workers of the
Congress and its proposed five lakhs strong gendar-
mery in the five hundred training camps that are pro-
posed to be held during the next three months. Narora
decisions unmistakably point out that the Congress pro-
gramme of impoverishing the farming community. of
denigrading it socially and politically and of finally
reducing their strength to nought by transforming rural
caste tensions into a veritable class war would now be
pursued on a national scale, with unprecedented ruth-
lessness and with little regard or the norms of civilised
political behaviour.

Government’s economic offensive against the farm-
ers can be understood in the light of that set of fanta-
stic dogmas that guide it in this respect. These are like

this. The current food crisis is due to the lackdaisical
character of the official machinery of food procurement
and food distribution. The most essential condition
for increase in food production is further structural
changes in the rural economy, meaning more rigorous
land ceiling measures. Further growth of heavy indus-
try core of the public sector, which is a must for the
economy of the country. has now become impossible
without massive mopping of savings from the farm
sector (i.e., ruthless taxation of agricultural commun-
ity) for investment in this industrial sector. This is
what Dhar is reported to have read from his economic
working paper at Narora: “Owr tax base already covers
non-agricultural income and all forms of wealth. There
is some scope for widening the taxation of wealth and
property. But the principal area of widening lies in
agricultural incomes. Even if the five per cent of the
additional income generated in agriculture over the
Fifth Plan period is collected by way of taxes, the re-
sources raised would amount to Rs. 750 crores”. He
proceeds on to say if direct taxes like those recommend-
ed by Raj committee are not feasible due to certain
reasons, human ingenuity can devise other methods
such as “increased irrigation and power rates reduced
subsidies for private irrigation and purchases of trac-
tors, relatively low procurement prices.”

Communist Model

He had probably the Communist countries in mind
when he went to say “practically no country in the world
has succeeded in developing without mobilising rural
surpluses and it is unlikely that India would be an ex-
ception to this rule”. Not only this, in Mr. Dhar’s
opinion, substantial enhancement of fiscal burden on
farmers is the only answer to check inflation and hoard-
ing. This is what he writes in another part of his paper:
“There is another aspect of our inability to take sur-
pluses arising in agriculture and trade. These surpluses
provide farmers with money required to finance hoard-
ing. Thus by extending the tax net to farmers and

(Continued on page 14)



Between You & Me and The Lamp Post

Satyameva Jayate

MBASSADOR Daniel Patrick Moynihan certainly

did his best to make friends with the regime in
New Delhi but all he got in return was his first invita-
tion to dinmer with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi just
a few weeks before he was due to leave. Unlike other
ambassadors, however, Mr. Moynilian, a typical Irish
intellectual, was not prepared to wait silently till he
concluded his term. In December, he told the American
and Indian pressmen a few refreshing home truths.

In an interview with the Washington Post, Mr.
Moynihan expressed the view that “India’s economy
was stagnant not because of bad luck, mismanagement
and corruption, but because its leaders decided that
internal stability was more important than economic
growth. However, the time came quickly when unpro-
ductive economic arrangements must undermine the
very stability they were intended to create, ‘that is
what is going on in India today.” Widespread public
discontent and chaotic parliamentary sessions, they are
all due to basic shortages, to lack of production growth.
You caunot expect anything else when you have a one
per cent growth rate. It is no longer a secret that the
planned economic system India chose does not work
very well, It does not work well anywhere. Look at
Burnia. Even look at the Soviet Union, To use Gandhi's
expression, we might as well try a few ‘experiments
with truth’. As illustration of a ‘conscious” decision to
sacrifice economic growth to political stability com-
pare India’s mainly State-owned steel industry with
Japan's private-owned steel industry . . ... India’s per-
formance was due to the decision taken by Nehru in
1962 to turn down an American offer to build the
Bokaro steel mill as a private enterprise. Instead Nelirn
opted for a public sector offer by the Soviet Union,
Another neme for the Indian situation is ‘stagnation’—
stagnation (hat is likely to lead to instability.

Mr. Moynihan expressed his “disenchantment with
‘persistent anti-Americanism in India’, his own lack of
contact with intellectuals and even Government offi-
cials, the thin economic links between the USA and
India and what he called the ‘socialist rhetoric that
makes too little distinction between socialist regimes
which provide for individual liberty and those that
dostrn liberty, T wish Tndia
balance hey interest i the Soviet Union with the USA
and 1 wish we would balanee our interest in Clina

ith tlia”
i1 vitk

inedividonl wennlid

voredeeesnee tor those e bandia Whie by v

munists who justify the detente between the USSR and
the US but hate the thought of Indo-American friend-
ship the Ambassador argues: “If it is good for the
Soviet Union and the USA to cooperate or for that
matter the Democratic Republic of Germany and
Poland, what objection can they have to the Indo-US
eeonomic cooperation?”

Mrs Gandhi A Bad Second

THE Prime Minister's popularity which, during the

quarter ended September 1974, had already touch-
ed its lowest point since eight years ago. when she
almost lost the General Election of 1967, has plummet-
ed still lower during the last quarter. According to the
Indian Institute of Public Opinion, even the relative
price stability which has existed during the last few
months has not stopped a further marked drop in the
Prime Minister's popularity in cities like Bombay and
Calcutta. While. according to its sponsors, the poll
closed on December 10. 1974, there is no reason to
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believe that the twenty days of December would de-
note any change,

The Hlustrated Weekly of India of January 5 corro-
borates this trend by declaring Mr. Jayaprakash
Narayan to be “The Indian of the Year” on the basis of
his clearly outstripping Mrs. Gandhi who was an easy
winner last year. If it was not for the crude and archaic
British system of election which this country follows all
this would make Mrs. Gandhi think a thousand times
before she ventures on an early dissolution of Parlia-
ment.

African Neighbourliness

THERE is no end to the originality of the so-called
developing countries in Asia and Africa. One of
the status symbols such countries pine for is steel
'works. Another is a jet air service. But, alas, not every-
one of them can afford such a luxury and manv ruin
themselves in the effort,

For sheer originality, Tanzania must take the cake.
It has reportedly thought of the bright idea of building

|_ Vou MEALS OTHLW COURTRIES BUY TR PLANE 7|
&.‘-"__‘—__:'._ —— e ——— — .'_':ﬂ

ane airhine of ity own by skyjacking other countyries’
planes. The plot was simple enough aind wimed at thus
acquiring a winuber of planes o wgive the couuley its
airlines. Kevva wits cvadent!v o be the v vieting. Iy
s nob surprsing e vesult has beon steamed relations
between the two counlries.

Tong live Afvo-Asinn solidarity!

Freedom First
A Pity

“That is how the world ends,
Not with @ bang but a whimper.”

R. A. B. Vajpayee’s brave declaration of his inten-

tion to resign from Parliament followed by his
not-sa-courageous vielding to his party’s veto makes
one recall this verse.

In the statement of his resignation, Mr. Vajpayee
had given a biting but accurate description of the state
to which the Lok Sabha had been brought by the con-
tempt for Parliament shown by the Government in New
Delhi and the irresponsibility of the attenuated Oppo-
sition that survived its well deserved debacle in the
Genera!l Elections of 1971, Unfortunately the Jan
Sangh. like all other opposition parties, are still wed-
ded to the electoral and parliamentary game and not
all Jayaprakash Naravan's efforts have taught them
any better.

What a pity that when the Central Parliamentary
Board of the Jan Sangh decided not to allow Mr Vaj-
payee to resign the Lok Sabha seat, he should not have
stuck to his decision, but weakly eaten his words.
Mr. Vajpayee’s retraction has not in any way lessened
the accuracy of what he said about the state to which
the Lok Sabha has been reduced but only shown that
his resignation was after all the usual political stunt
which the Indian people have come to expect from
their politicians.

Radioizdat

AFTER samizdat ( publishing of dissident literature )
and magnitizedat  (secret cirenlation of tapes),
there is now radivizdat (illegal radio broadcasting)
which has come into vogue in the Soviet Union. Off-
cial broadcasts are often interrupted by illegal radio
stations calling out. “Danube calling—Danube calling.
This is the programme for the young”. Not all the ille-
aal broadcasts are political. Many of them are young
people enjoving the adventure of defving the secret
police,

The police are. however, not amnsed and have arrest-
ed not less than 1000 amatenr broadcasters, Officially
these pirate broadeasters are called “radio hooligans™.
While some of their stations play Elvis Presley tapes
others are dissident intellecinals like an operator from
Lithuania wha was recently sentenced to three vears
imprisonment for “anti-Soviet agitation.”

And so the eht for frecdom spreads.

N'mas in USSR

banmary dssue e hogl anreton! imhe v

N
I vii ol Poland abiont the alleced absenee of inflation
behindd the Tron Curtain, The basie facts ahent the
i e VISER ned 1w
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Eastern Europe are that there is an absolute physical
shortage of consumer goods aud the laws of the mar-
ket are not allowed to operate. Also, there is a pheno-
menon called “repressed” or “hidden” inflation which
means that the quality or the content of an article is
allowed to decline while the price remains the same.

The latest news from the Soviet Union shows, how-
ever, that prices there have also shot up as elsewhere.
Christmas shoppers in Moscow report that the first
ever Soviet-made jeans were selling at high Western
prices the equivalent of US $ 10 to 20 a pair while
women’s panties cost $10 each. Electric shavers cost $35
each, while woollen overcoats cost $250, which is $30
more than an industrial worker’s entire month’s salary!
It seems that the Soviet planners, faced with shortages
of goods, have moved to mop up the excess demands
by raising prices from 5 to 20 per cent not only on
luxury goods but even on necessities like fish and meat,

When Khrushchev said that the Soviet economy
would by 1980 overtake that of the USA, perhaps he
was referring to the quantum of inflation?

And now UNESCO

AST month we published an editorial note caption-

ed “UN Antics”. We are glad that our protest
against the way in which the majority in the UN Assem-
bly has been behaving has been echoed by no less a
person than the Nobel Prize winner Alexander Solzhen-
itsyn who has observed that in the last twenty-five
years the UN has changed from being the hope of
mankind to an immoral organisation.

The ecrowning act of irresponsibility whielh has
brought protests from world intellectuals is the action
of the General Conference of UNESCO (United
Nations Educational, Science and Cultural Organisa-
tion) which succumbed to Arab pressure by voting for
two blatantly deseriminary motions against Israel. The
Cultural and Educational Commission of the Council
nf Eurape has issued a statement that the exclusion of
Israel from UNESCO's regional bodies shows “parti-
san” politics and an “affront” that has  tamished
UNESCO’s image.

The vicious decision of UNESCO has already led to
a backlash. Switzerland has cut 10 per cent of its con-
tribution, “France has threatened to follow suil.,” The
US, which contributes $19.5 million to UNESCO's
budget ent out part; and Israel has suspended the pay-
ment of its diues to UNESCO. Nineteen Nobel Prize
Laurcates are among hundreds of intellectuals who
have signed a manifesto refusing to cooperate with
UNTESCO phlished by the Freneh paper L Mo
Pilie e hers el e bormers aves s e sicontors

The wrld's  adellectnals, including Dazniied el
Hemrich BOIL Andre Maliaux vl Stephen Spevder,
haree exprossed ontrage whili noveldist San! Bellow is so
aneey thal he evpladed:s “Thev are stapid . ionoarant
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partisan. And [ think they are a lot of swine.” It is note-
worthy that the International PEN chose Jerusalem as
the locale of its annual conference in December 1974,

The kind of considerations by which representatives
of Afro-Asian countries are asked to vote were dis-
closed to Time Magazine by the ambassador of an
African government. He said his government had in-
structed him to vote for the Afro-Asian position; if
there was no such position he should vote with the
Arabs; if no clear Arab position was seen then he
should vote with the Arab majority!

Shame!

REEDOM FIRST has from time to time reported on

the plight of the unfortunate Chinese, particularly
the youth, fleeing from Chinese communist tyranny by
swimming in hundreds across the shark-infested stretch.
of water which separates Hong Kong from the Main-
land. Now even this little outlet is to be closed since
the Hong Kong Government has decided to send back
to China refugees near the border effecting illegal
entry into Hong Kong. Portuguese Macao, to its shame,
had taken a similar decision some time back and it is
indeed a pity that the British authorities in Hong Kong
should have capitulated in this manner. It appears
that, according to the Hong Kong police, 6000 to 7000
Chinese arrived in Hong Kong from the Mainland
illegally in 1974: while legal immigrants numbered
about 3000, Already more than 212 “freedom swim-
mers’, as they are called, had been handed over to
the Chinese border guards by X'mas Day.

It is good that Derek Davies of the Far Eastern
Economic Review. English language magazine from
Hong Kong, has in his popular column “Traveller’s
Tales” in the December 13 issue, described this deci-
sion as “despicable” and as one as “well garnished
with twisted logic and special pleading.” Mr. Davies
points out that young men who have proved their
dynamism by swimming across the bay between Hong
Kong and China and are willing to do dirty and hard
jobs which no one else in Hong Kong wants to do can
hardly represent a threat to the city's high living stand-
ards and job security, Davies also points to a confiden-
tial report of a year ago which disclosed that when
immigration was balanced against emigration, there
was a net outllow. All in all, as Davies puts it. this is
a “pathetic story™

An attempt was made to pass the buck by alleging
that the Republic of Clhina in Taiwan was not prepared
to accept refngees entering Hong Kong rrom the Main-

landd That olihi liwg now been retuted by Premier
Cliane Chine Kna of the Republie of Ching whao
miniiraeed v Dol 23 Cllsbonas l"l-a_\ —that e
Lepublic would weleome to Taiwan Chinese refugeces
who Tl ool frecodom by Beeime froon Mainland

toy o Nome



OPEN LETTER TO MRS. GANDHI

My dear Smt. Indira Gandhi,

I had sent to you a letter only yesterday but the entire
proceedings in the Parliament and the atmosphere
surcharged in the Parliament and the feelings of the
Members and real Congressmen has compelled me to
write to you today again with a clear request that I
must have a reply by 4th December 1974. If no reply is
reccived, I have decided to release this letter also to
everybody all over the country and particularly in the
constituencies of persons named below,

It is undoubtedly that today you are full well in the
clutches of those who had been card holders and those
who have red-base and those who have financed by
pivots and centres outside with red affection and the
real Congressmen feel highly dissatisfied, disgruntled
" and disagreed by your treatment extended to them.
While on the other hand these people with red base
having received your affection, protection, support and
guidance are reported to have not only collected money
in and out of India but amassed unaccounted money
directly or indirectly disproportionate to their original
status 10 or 15 years ago. These persons are given as
below.

Hon’ble S|Shri

D. P. Dhar

H. R. Gokhale

K. D. Malviya

D. P. Chattopadhyaya

R. K. Khadilkar

S. Nurul Hasan

K. Raghunath Reddy
Chandrajit Yadav
K. R. Ganesh
Kedar Nath Singh
Smt. Subhadra Joshi
Smt. Mukul Banerji

Those who are in the Ministry and had no faith in
our Congress but have for selfish ends become the
saviours of the Congress are gathered likewise to have
collected funds from inside and countries outside and
being regularly financed to cut our throats and destroy
the Congress. They are reported to finance the Com-
munists and all anti-Congress activities and they are—
Hon'ble S!Shri

H, D, Malviya
Shashi Bhushan
Unni Krishnan
Satpal Kapur
H. K. L. Bhagat
R. K. Sinha

K. K. Misra
il Nalai
Vavalar Ravi

1" 1 Sineh

In this matter, may I very humbly request you as
the Leader of the Congress Party and Prime Minister
to call upon each one of these persons named above
to publicly declare their assets and position today and
which they had 10 or 15 years ago. They must declare
their present position, status and holdings directly or
indirectly possessed, controlled and owned by them
within a week whereafter it has been decided that
arrangements shall be made in their respective consti-
tuencies to make a propaganda against them and they
shall not be allowed to enter their constituencies nor
they shall be allowed to speak anywhere in any part
of India unless they have openly complied with the
request for declaration of their status which they had
10 or 15 years ago in their minutest details and declare
their present position and status and holdings clearly,
unambiguously and unhesitatingly.

May I place two things for your cool consideration.
Firstly that you have to choose either.

CPIl—(what they are known for), corrupt Ministers
and other corrupt

OR

Continuance of Democracy, sustenance of Con-
gress Party, saving country from chaos and
anarchy and you and your good name.

If vou falter in your choice and be guided by the
Communist wedlock vou will be guilty of destroying
Democracy, burying the Congress for ever and usher-
ing in chaos and anarchy in the country. With them
you and your father’'s good name shall go down for
ever. Realise where the Communist alliance has place-
ed vou. Today the Congress cannot have even the
President to choose Congressmen as Secretaries and he
must have himself red outlook and choose only the red
hased pseudo Congressmen who never had or have
any base in the Congress. It is a pity where remains the
Congress. how shall the Congress survive. Shall the
Congress realise that it never bargained for all annihi-
lations at vour hands? Whatever the selfish admirers
may say today the economic chaos, distress and crisis
have been bronght by the policies guided by your
so-called Red Friends. God bless them for their selfish
ends.

If, T do not as already mentioned above, get a reply
Iw 4th December 1974, this letter would be circulated
throughont the commntry in largest numbers and the
real Comeress shall unhesitatingly take eudgels for the
disgrace that veu have extended to them on whose

Pomitelppe 1 prownpred aod on whaose shuvmlders

and
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INDIA REJECTS FOOD AID
—Duaily Telegraph

(In view of the manipulation of news in a large part
of the Indian press, we publish an editorial in the
Tth January issue of the Daily Telegraph of London
us a service to our readers.)

MERICAN plans to resume supplies of cheap grain
to India were welcomed not only for the relief
they would bring to a country in desperate need, but
also as a symbol of the healing of the rift opened in
1971 by the Indo-Pakistani war over Bangladesh. Now
suddenly India has refused to accept the first 300,000
tons because of what she calls “humiliating” American
conditions. One is that India should not re-export the
grain—for example to Russia, who last year lent India
two million tons, to be repaid in kind. The other was
that the grain should reach the poorest section of
society, With regard to the first, America has in the
past habitually provided India with vast amounts of
aid and often got little thanks, while Russia exacted
maximum political returns for minitnum outlay. Awmeri-
ca wants to be sure that she is not paving this debt too.
As for distribution, it is notorious that large amounts
of aid go astray in India through inefficiency and
corruption. Both are getting worse, and are aggravated
by the strain imposed on the whole economic, social
and political stricture by the higher price of oil
Mr. Moynihan, the American Ambassador to New
Delhi, is backing India in the dispute. The fact is how-
ever that the American Congress is just as determined
not to be taken for a ride as India seems to be to stand
on her dignity. At the world food conference last
November President Ford, already committed to a
world programme of 8.3 million tons of food aid, re-
fused to be bullied into giving another million tons at
a time when Russia and the Arab oil producers would
bind themselves to nothing. America will not exploil
lier grain power as the Arabs exploit their oil power,
but she is right to be prudent.

OPEN LETTER TO Mrs GANDHI — Contd from page 5

sending this letter most confidently and hope you will
take necessary steps otherwise it shall be a public pro-
perty and beyond iy control and I am prepared to
take any steps for rightful canse and rightful action,
With apologies

Yours sincerely

S N \ISRA)
st die Caondln
Privne Ministor of Toghin
1 Wit " n i3

PO 6 1 1Y
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HERE COMES THE JUDGE

Manjula Padmanabhan

THE Earth’s seasonal pattemns change, international
currencies fluctuate around gold points and dal
prices soar, but come the end of the year at St Xavier’s
Boys Academy, and there is the annual inter-house
dramatics competition. The toil of months quickens
to fruition as the date for this, allegedly the most
favoured of the school’s extra-curricular activities,
draws nigh. And when the curtain goes up on the
final night the seals on the fates of tomorrow’s stage
personalities are opened one by one.

But just as there can be no play without actors,
there can be no competition without judges. “We trv
to have different people every year,” said Ms Amy
. Billimoria, who is in charge of Dramatics at the Aca-
demy. Playful providence perhaps and close contact
with one veteran of the school’s foothoards landed me
a position among these three hand-picked individuals.
“Once, the judges asked to see a play again,” Ms Billi-
moria continued, impressing on one the dedication with
which past judges had viewed their exalted position,
“and the boys always get so impatient because thev
take so long to agree.” With me were to be Sean
Mahoney, artist and designer, and Pheroza Shroff, own-
er of Cymroza Art Gallery and an actress in her own
right. Keeping Ms Billimoria’s words in mind, and
hitherto only having been at the receiving end of a
dramatics competition judge's criticism, it was for me
an intensely emotional experience: which histrionic
bud would I help to nip off in nascence? Which rising
star propel to fame? And above all, which parent’s
heart canse to kindle with righteous pride as their
young one with the peach fuzz toddles up to take his
battle honours? It is not every day that such opportuni-
ties are granted to mere mortals.

“D” Day

“D" (for Dramatics) day dawned fair and sunny.
Dressing with the carcful skill required of all good
judges of youthful play competitions, we made it to
the appointed venue, Patkar Hall, with time to spare.
instead of the customary throngs of the city’s social elite
wont to be milling .around the theatre entrance, there
was a sizeable gathering of concerned looking parents
with their uncontrollable offspring, and an air of
revelry which reigned overall. Interspersed between
the ranks of clucking mothers and carefree sons were
the cool, efficient teachers, quietly going about assign-
ing seats, pointing out to distrait ticket holders that
“yes, low C follows Row B.” retrieving ladt infante ane
SO Mo ponviving e < Irﬁll. iy el e e bl
[t was ane of these who materinlized at my side 10
hand me the tools of my prafession of the moment and
ipstraet e as o their nse=fonr seoreshects with the

names of each play and the actors in order of appear-
ance and last of all a master sheet on which we were
to tot up all the points per play, judging on various
criteria; an altogether extremely complex process. Ex-
cellence in any field, for instance, was to be awarded
six points but as any sharp, philosophically inclined
mind will perceive, one might judge a particular per-
formance as excellent and also worth many more points
than six. Why six, one questions, why not sixty? Or,
when it came to evaluating each play on the counts of
its production, acting, diction and interaction, one be-
came cormipletely enmeshed in the metaphysical aspects

"HAMLET!" THEY PRowisED ME, " KING LEARI OTHELLOlS.

of the thing: Does the production come before the
acting, one could ask, can diction be viewed in alien-
ation? Whal is the decper interpretation of interaction
( that one foxed me completely)? And of course, what
i« drama® But fortunately, before T could be quite

abverred in oo wave of arademic speenlation. my
Kivw toveklol) iroesiod wa vimlure to our scals
vl v deel oo ke lieght of d-‘ll'klll?sﬁ as o hC tht
swwatetn of gradution,
A e thentee Elled swe wepe i:mwrf hv the nther
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two judges and their respective teachers. Pleasantrics
were ¢xchanged and I noted to my satisfaction that the
others appeared similarly bemused about the methods
of allotting marks as I had been. We had been given
excellent seats, with a clear unobstructed view of the
stage. Meanwhile, excitement around us was approach-
ing fever pitch; one became gradually conscious that
not only were there several people in the audience
dressed somewhat unusunally (in long brown hooded
robes, for instance) but there were some rather sweet
looking girls who actually weren’t. In no time at all
one began to question the gender of any young thing
whose lips were a shade too red and whose jaw a trifle
pugnacious, but then the lights began to dim and hush
fell over the company. The magic moment had arriv-
ed—the silence broken only by the sounds of judges
biting their pencils in eritical anticipation.

‘Good evening ladies and gentlemen,” came Mg Billi-
moria’s firm calm voice from out of the darkness, and
some inborn instinct caused a spotlight to rivet itself
onto a comner of the darkened stage in expectation of
the unseen speaker. For the benefit of those who may
not have known, she explained that this was a play
competition, each play having been produced and
directed by each of the four different houses. “The
judges are sitting in the third row,” she pointed out.
making one involuntarily feel a blaze of lime-light and
formed of course the high point of the prologue. That
being done the show went on.

It was a scene straight fromi the Middle Ages: a
huge bare room, sparse furniture, no doubt in strong
old oak, and in one corner, right up front, a corpulent
young person with streaming black hair sat astride a
bench. “Oh dear, oh dear, ol dear,” he said, apparently
bent on mutilating a somewhat wornout boot, and in
a flash it became obvious that this was the cobbler of
the play entitled “The Cobbler’s Wife.” As is the trend
these days, it turned out to be a stirring social com-
mentary on marital problems in Medieval times. The
cobbler, it seemed had suffered a long standing phobia
that should he die, his wife would not care the pro-
verbial fig. Accordingly, he decided to fein death, hut
his wife, being a woman of wit, soon recognized that
few corpses are found to have sturdy pulse-beats.
Several ribald moments followed, as an accomplice to
the husband’s death complicated matters by falling in
love with the cobbler’s wife and almost making her
husband’s demise a reality. The strong influence of the
Catholic Church prevailed however, and the play end-
ed once again on a scene of wedded bliss.

After a short interlude, during which (o colleet vur
bhearings i shavpen our critieal faculties, “A Hus-
band for Breakbast” Tollow ol Far from being o tvench-
ant Ch[l'-'\‘.' of , i Daekest Algion
the play dealt with the shocking effects ol heavy dvink
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voiced Jumkubai, just married to Pasha, woke up to
find that her husband in a fit of pre-marital frenzy, had
sold his future wife for the princely sum of three rupees
in order to buy yet another bottle of liquor, She was
informed of this heartening news by a dainty little
boy. who made a charming spectacle in his ghagra and
choli, complete with a fluting voice and fussy feminine
habits. “\WWha-a-at]” eried Jumkubai, her voice crack-
ing in indignation, while the truant lay snoring off his
excesses. Despite this, when the person to whom she
was sold came in to demand his three rupee loan back,
he found to his horror, that Jumkubai was far from
perturbed at having been so callously given away—
that she in fact Joved him dearly and would only re-
linquish her hold on him at a great price. This was
what he eventually paid rather than entwine his fate
with that of a virago such as Jumkubai, and the play
ended with the last mentioned rubbing her hands in |
glee and urging her husband to sell her more often, It
was surely among the most morally uplifting of the
evening's offerings!

Solid Benefits

During the Interval that followed, one learnt some
of the solid benefits of being a judge—we were taken
backstaze and treated to chocolate cake and sand-
wiches, There were glimpses of boys traipsing around
in various states of disarray, those we had not seen,
some with their faces smeared in black and looking
disconsolate, and those such as Jumkubai, transformed
from her regal heights to just a lanky schoolboy. Bits of
scenery were being trundled around and the air was
punctuated with “Where’s my moustache?” and “Who
put the coffin here?” and “Move the tree further right.,”

“Any members of the audience who are late coming
in from the interval must please wait until Nehru
House’s play is over,” warned Ms Billimoria’s before the
Interval. Grim music filled the hall to herald in the
third play entitled “The Seekers”, and the curtains
opened to a stage coloured in a lurid slash of pink light.
“There is a moral to the play.” Ms Billimoria had said
in the introduction, making it the first serious produc-
tion. With the advent of four sombre figures bearing
a bulky coffin and a fifth leading them. tapping a
heavy stick, this fact became immediately obvious.
Again taking place a few centuries ago, the play dealt
with three characters who scoffed at the taciturn grave-
diggers. “Who is Death?” they asked flippantly when
one of the figures told them that He is a person no-one
played games with. Despite these dire svamings, how-
ever, the feckless voung men (all unfortunately o mite
sneaky 1 decide to seck out Death, with the mevitable

canlt thad they found him —each through the treachery
of the other. As a particularly drumatic climasx, the
liolloww thump of the fifth grave-digger’s stick was
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MAN AT WORK

(This is the policy statement of the Liberal International adopted at its recent conference of 3rd to 6th
October in Florence. A committee, of which your Editor was a member, was formed to look into the pro-
blems of Man At Work, and produced the following statement.)

THE LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL
Declares that economic democracy is the corollary of
political democracy; that a freer world cannot be con-
ceived without ending the alienation of labour and
preventing the social emancipation of the employee;
Recognises that today the very large majority of the
world population has no right of influence at work,
that in the industrialised world the positive effects of
technological and economic development are unfortu-
nately combined with negative cffects such as large
bureaucratic organisations, monotonous work, psycho-
logical strain, noise, pollution.
Desires that everything technically, economically
"and socially possible within the established framework
of each country, should be undertaken in order to
initiate, continue or extend a policy of economic
democratisation;
Realises that no standard solution can be found for
all countries but that a policy, in order to be efficacious,

must be global and must deal at the same time with
the humanisation of labour, the methods of the remu-
neration and the democratisation of the company;

Recommends that effort should be initiated to en-
large and enrich jobs, diminish the use of excessively
fragmented tasks and, in particular, production-line
working; and set up working groups having a certain
degree of technical autonomy within the company;

Declares that wages alone do not constitute and
adequate financial counterpart on the part of the com-
pany vis-a-vis the employees and that it is necessary
to offer the employees the possibility of participating
in the fruits of the expansion of their company;

Contends that a democratised company should be
based on the principle of substituting a dependent
status which subordinates labour to capital, by a rela-
tionship of partnership, such that the employees parti-
cipate not only in the work, but also in the responsibi-
lity and the resnlts,

HERE COMES THE JUDGE — Cont’d from page 8

heard, as they slowly made their way back down the
aisle and onto the stage to collect their grisly burden.
At moments of high tragedy the audience was heard
to murmur, “Oh poor thingl” certifying that the even-
ing had provided its quota of emotional depth.

Nothing like rounding the evening off with another
situation comedy, and “A Mate in Two” involved the
inevitable results of playing with forces beyond one’s
control—in this case, women. The play had clearly
been written in pre-Women’s Liberation days, as
Ms Billimoria warned, adding, “it is after all a boys’
schooll” Representing the bastion of male chauvinism
was Joss, a bachelor farmer with an adipose, figure-
conscious housekeeper, Sarah by name. who thought
it necessary to punctuate every few sentences with
“Eeee”, His friend Seth shortly entered the scene in a
condition which could only be described as pitiful. 1t
was discovered that in a moment of drunken abandon
(the evils of drink again!) he proposed to the widow
next-door, even having gone so far as to have com-
mitted the ultimate indescretion, by kissing her. Being
a somewhat retiring sort, he was covered in blushes;
and the only way out Joss could see for him was to
embroil himself further in the trammels of sex, Thus—
quite by accident!—the widow walked in to find Seth
in Sarali’s wnple arms and as a result, soon left him to
his earefree celibacy once more.

"Well Py visedd iy oven system of cealimtion ™ sakd
Phoroza onee we were backstace aeain for the final
reckoning, Any notion that we would simply have

bees ahle to total e seores and allow e matter to

settle itself comfortably was destroyed since it was
shortly demonstrated that we had all employed our
own personal techniques. Being resourceful, however,
this small problem was surmounted by calling out our
personal preferences and settling the vote by majority.
When the teachers came in to enquire after our deli-
berations, we presented them with a fait accompli;
there remained then only the question of who would
make the little speech required at all these occasions
and read out the results, but it was unanimously agreed
that Pheroza was best equipped for the purpose.

A sea of uptumed faces gazed stageward in anti-
cipation. Heightening the tension by reading the re-
sults out backwards, Pheroza worked upward through
the prizes to supporting actors, and leading actors. A
succession of boys came forward to collect their awards,
extending limb hands on whispered admonitions from
the Principal, and smiling shyly. There was a dramatic
pause before the winning house was announced—a
dozen voices called out their choice of winner—and
then a storm of applause broke out as “The Seekers”
was named the recipient of the Dramatics Trophy.
Flashlights leapt to action, cheers broke out, garlands
were handed out and the Prineipal announced that
there would he o half lmlid::_\‘ the next (l:l}'. The world
of make-believe which had briefly been brought into
ceistence faded quickly as the varions chareters quick-
Tv assusied theiv meal-life syl dned woniders. Ohtside
cars revived into action and the ehill night air signaled
the passing of vet another year, another dvamatics
tomapetilion,



Reviews
CONSEQUENCE OF MISCONCE{VED POLICIES

P.L. 480 Aid & India’s Food Problems, B. R.
Shenoy (Published by the Affiliated East-West
Press Private Limited, New Delhi, Pages 342,
Price Rs. 60/-.)

IN his latest book, Prof. Shenoy has exploded many

myths, which have been put into circulation to ex-
plain away the failures of the Government on the food
front. He does not believe — and if readers will follow
his reasoning, they would also come to the conclusion—
that floods and droughts are not the main causes of the
present food scarcity in the country. He also does not
believe that our food deficit is marginal, if we take
into consideration the total nutritional requirement ot
the country. While the market deficit is marginal, 3%
to 5% of the total production of the country, the nutri-
tional deficit is more than 204 of the internal produc-
tion. The gap between the market deficit and the nutri-
tional deficit is on account of the low purchasing power
of a large percentage of our people, who are unable to
purchase adequate food for themselves even if the
same is abundantly available in the market. The ulti-
mate aim of our policy should not only be to make
good the market deficit, but also the nutritional deficit.
This latter deficit, though so large, that it cannot be
covered by any scheme of food imports, is not beyond
the capacity of Indian agriculture to make up, if it is
given its due share of credit and capital.”

Prof. Shenoy has compared the per hectare yiclds of
important crops in India with the average yields in
other countries, as well as the yields on demonstration
plots in India, and has come to the conclusion, that
there is tremendous scope for increasing agricultural
production in India. According to him, “Even simple
innovations are known to bring ample retums. A
survey in Mysore, conducted a decade ago, showed
that better quality seeds alone added 7-15% to the out-
put of rice: transplanting. in place of broadcasting,
20-25%; rotating paddy with gram, 15-50%; and pest &
disease coutrol, 10%. Improved ploughing, more ferti-
lizers, and better irrigation—for all of which there is
considerable scope—could raise vields still higher. Sub-
sequent studies of a similar kind have repeatedly
restated the same story—abundant scope for stepping
up yields. Any one of the improvements listed in the
Mysore survey should yield more than 6% increase in
production and altogether cancel the market deficit in
food supply. An extensive scientific management of
the soil and use of manure [ertilizers, and waler <hould
enable exports of foodgrains in place of imports™.

Aralvsing all the alleged vanses of the Dacka o
od Tochan semicnitire, Prob, Shooes podoe onibehe B
fnetor, including illiteracy, Latalism, imertia, holiel o
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tural progress. He says: “The backwardness of Indian
agriculture cannot reasonably be attributed to the
subjective qualities of the Indian farming community.
The spread and success of HYVP is sufficient demon-
stration, that the subjective attributes are not a major
obstacle to the rapid growth of Indian agriculture, and
the expansion of food production. We have seen, that
wheat farmers as a whole, did not respond fatalisti-
cally to the PL 480 dumping of wheat and later, to the
cessation of wheat dumping. They reacted very much
like seasoned entrepreneur farmers, who are eminently
cost-price conscious .... Indian farmers are no less
interested in raising two blades of cereals, where only
one grew before—thereby increasing their incomes—
than farmers in materially advanced countries.” In
support of his view, Prof Shenoy has quoted the
examples of Ludhiana and Tanjavur districts. In
Ludhiana, in the fifth year of HYVP, as much as 95.59%
of the total wheat area in the district was covered by
this programme and the per hectare yield was 32.8
quintals, higher than the average for Europe (285
quintals) during the same year. In 1965-66, the average
yield of wheat in Ludhiana was 18.75 quintals per
hectare, The HYVP pushed up the yields in the dist-
rict by 75% in five years. The same success story was
repeated in Tanjavur in South India, where the hold
of tradition on life is stronger than in the North. Tanja-
vur farmers did not lag behind in plumping for higher
vielding varieties of seeds. “They did this in double
quick time. There was mass conversion of land under
rice in Tanjavur from one crop to two crops, at lightn-
ing speed; with the coming of the HYV rice strain ADT
27, the double crop area rose from 4% to X% of the total
area of 1.2 million acres in the district,”

Prof. Shenoy has produced in his book massive data
to establish that agriculture has been neglected in the
plans, and denied its due share of capital and credit,
Public sector undertakings have been appropriating the
bulk of the available investment resources, though
their contribution to the national income has been
marginal, ranging from 3.5% in the first plan to 6.5%
in the annual plans period, 1966-69. In the First Plan,
the publie sector took 46% of the total resources. The
public sector share rose to 55% in the Second Plan.
and its share is placed at 62% in the Third Plan, 60%
in the Fourth Plan, and 66% in the Fifth Plan. Even
in private sector investments, share of non-agricultural
part rose from 79.58¢ in the Second Plan to 80.5% in the
Third Plan, and is placed at 82.2% in the Fourth Plan.
Prof, Shenoy had concluded, “The facts regarding the
wvailubility of investment resources to the farm sector-
i, the pace of capital formation on farms and the
supply of agricultnral inputs—are glaringly at varianee
with the afficial professions of priority interests in agri-
cultneal development.”

Vhie promise: Led on eationalisation, th
cial banks would provide adequate credit to acricul
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branches of commercial banks in the rural areas has
nearly trebled in three years from 1969-1972, the
advance-deposit ratio in rural centres has slightly de-
clined, and was 41.6%, as compared to 83.1% in “bigger
centres”, i.e., those with populations above 25,000, The
rural branch offices, in the words of Prof. Shenoy,
“instead of being so many taps, pouring credit into the
market for farm loans, are really so many suction
pumps drawing funds away from the rural sector into
the industrial sector.”

Prof, Shenoy, like other economists, seems to be con-
cerned only with the availability of credit, but from
the farmer’s point of view, merc availability is not
enough, There should also be scope for its profitable
utilization. Pumping out of funds from rural to urban
centres, through the nationalised bunks is an indica-
tion that farming is not so paying as are other non-
farming enterprises. The economists of the country
should now be getting more concerned about the credit
utilization capacity, of farmers. For example, can a
farmer of 20-25 acres eamn enough to pay off within 5
years, a loan of Rs. 35,000 required for a tractor, to-
gether with interest accrued on it, at 12-157 per annum
and also meet his current family expenses? Or, can a
farmer hope to remain in business for long, who applies
the full recommended doses of fertilizers, and pesti-
cides at their inflated prices, and is forced to sell his
produce at the low procurement price fixed by the
Government.

Next to capital and credit starvation of agriculture,
Prof. Shenoy holds the Price & Procurement Policy
of the Government responsible for stagnation in agri-
cultural production. He is of the view, that the Govern-
ment policy is characterised by the following three
misconceptions:

First, that the problem of food shortage can be
tackled with confidence if Government could build up
from domestic production—through compulsory levies,
monopoly procurement, confiscation or open market
purchases — large enough reserves that could be mobi-
lized to meet undue scarcities, and to prevent prices
from getting out of hands. This is not a valid propo-
sition, because the problem is of agerezate demand.
In such a situation, there can be no surplus from cur-
rent production for anyone to collect and mobilize.
Prof. Shenoy could have gone further and said, any
attempt to compulsorily procure stocks, which bear no
relation to total production in the country, and which
are not surplus of the rural needs is un attempt to
starve the rural people for the suke of more voeal sec-
tions of the population.

Secondly that a price rise may be corrceted by anti-
hoarding methods. Citing the example of the much
publicized Operation Delioarding in VP in June 74,
sl i Il:.;tl“ S ul Wi ;.;_\ Ay CRIRE PIes wl l'.tplll
Mok, el Shonoy Lins dvavn. that vReet fowr 1awn
el TindEsweeks dueioe which punie sales tonk plee, e

Freedom First

prices not only recovered, but rose very much higher
than in the pre-dehoarding period, and were quoted
at Rs. 185 per quintal on 26th June against the pro-
curement price of Rs. 105. Anti-hoarding measures are
no corrective to rising prices. Once markets recover
from the panic, prices continue to reflect the prevail-
ing state of the uncovered market deficits and infla-
tion, however drastic the police action may be against
hoarding. The only way to contain high prices is to
stop inflation and to make good the market deficit,
cither through higher production or imports.

And thirdly, that farmers should have no reason to
complain, if they receive for their produce, a price that
covers cost and brings a “reasonable” profit. This is the
basis on which the Agricultural Prices Commission
operates. But this basis is altogether inadmissible in
case of agriculture, because what is considered “reason-
able” in case of industry is totally “inadequate and un-
reasonable” in case of agriculture due to two good
reasons. First, in industry, the processes of production
are either mechanical, or chemical, which are very
much under human control, whereas in agriculture,
the processes are biological, which are not yet fully
under human control. To cover the uncertainties and
risks of agricultural production, a much higher margin
of profit needs to be allowed. Secondly, in agriculture
the units of production are so small, that unless the
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profit margin is great, agricaltural families will vot be
able to survive at any human standard of living.

The above three misconceptions have led to a
bizarre situation for farmers. In the words of Prof,
Shenoy, “Wheat farming has not become merely bad
business; it may also bring the farmer in serious diffi-
culties with the law. If he stocks more than the pres-
eribed quantities of his produce, he engages in an anti-
social activity, ‘hoarding’; if he directly sells the pro-
duce to retailers or consumers beyond certain limits,
he is a ‘black-marketeer’, if he transports wheat to a
neighbouring district or state, which has been declar-
ed a deficit one. he is a ‘smuggler’. and, in terms of the
latest ordinance on the subject, his wheat, the con-
tainer, and the vehicle, all may be confiscated to the
President of India; and if he transports the grain to a
mandi in a truck, in preference to the less efficient
modes of transport, he once again attracts the charge ol
smuggling.”

Prof. Shenoy has fully dealt with capital starvation
of agriculture on account of wrong priorities in the
plans, and also on account of price and procurement
policies of the Government. But he has failed to take
note of the prevention of capital formation within the
agricultural sector. on account of heavy taxation, both
direct and indirect. even on those farmers, whose
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mcames are not taxable and wisv of the everlasting
threat of more and more land reforms which have com-
pletely sapped the sense of security amongst farmers
regarding their land ownership, and which is in no
small measure, responsible for pumping out of funds
from rural to urban centres.

Inspite of minor commissions-which is natural,
becanse no single book can cover all the aspects of
agriculture—Prof. Shenoy’s latest book is the best
reading for anvone, who is interested in acquiring an
iusight into the state of agriculture in India today, If
it were possible, this book deserves to be made a com-
pulsory reading by all the legislators in the country,
whose failure to lay down sound agricultural policies
is mainly responsible for the economic mess in which

we find ourselves todav.
B. P. Sincn

BAD OLD DAYS AGAIN

What Price a Free Press? The Statesman Case,
(ed.) V. V. John and A, B. Shah, (Nachiketa Pub-
lications Ltd., Calentta, 1974, pp. 135, Rs. 12/-.)

N one respect India has not changed since the bad
old British days and that is with regard to the free-
dom of the press. After independence the Party in

A N\

music in his ears
This enthralling sound of water
gushing out of a Jyoti pump—
This vibrant sound of clear grains
surging from a Jyoti Thresher

Both these are exhilarating experiences
for a Kisan and a Kisan's joy is Jyoti's reward.

JYOTI VERTICAL TURBINE PUMP
JYOTI MILLET THRESHER
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power has always viewed the press with some con-
cern and attempts were made from time to time to
browbeat it. One favourite way of bringing the press
to heel was to withdraw advertisements: parties, such
as the DMK have taken to more severe measures to
curb the unfriendly jourmals and with a couple of
notable exceptions the Party has succeeded in muzzl-
ing the press. The International Press Institute has
observed that the press in India is no longer independ-
ent as it was immediately after independence.

One chink in the press armour (though this is no
chink at all according to the reviewer) has been that
in India the daily prestigious press is an industry, It
does employ a number of people, has enormous capi-
tal assets and shares many characteristics of a well-
oiled industry, One sees nothing culpable about this,
for a similar thing happens in other democratic count-
ries as well. Gone are the days when a newspaper can
be what it perhaps was at some distant past. If there
is a paper that once was small (say the Guardian) it has
a tendency to grow with the years. In India where
everyone is a socialist, bigness in everything except in
government and public undertaking is a sin. There-
fore encouragement must be given to smaller papers
even if it be at the cost of the freedom of the larger
ones. Simultaneously, attempts have been made to in-
fluence newspaper men, especially those in positions
of authority through rewards, blandishments, threats
and attempts at removal.

It will be difficult in our country to instance defini-
tively things that can be regarded as attempts to muz-
zle the press. But over the vears, several things have
happened and these together have effectively frozen a
great deal of initiative among our pressmen, In this
respect “the public” and the government seem to work
in harmony; the management too seem to oblige.
Removal of editors or suspending them, organized
break np of newspaper offices by rowdy “public”
crowds (but the police remaining ineffective) with-
drawing advertisements from selected newspapers,
political figures condemning “the jute press”, orga-
nized demonstrations aguinst “offending” reporters, all
these result in a situation. wheve liberty is the first
casualty.

Fortunately, the newspapers have fought in the
courts and at least in two important recent cases have
vindicated their rights. The present book under
review, relates to o ease that was lost by the Statesman
against the Government of India, The Government of
India appointed @ committee in April 1972 unde

Professor B, Datta to enguire into the economies of
newspapers. The Statesman (iled o suit vequesting for
a weil of mandinns o resteain the Connmittee from
Jil-llln'rl"ll' vl in RN R EATEY I aealined 1hod

economy in a uewspaper is noba matter on which there
could b o unified pattern — for different cateaories of
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large newspapers have to incur large expenditures on
many items like news correspondents which may not
be incurred by smaller newspapers. It also cited pres-
sures brought upon the newspaper by the Registrar
of Companies. His enquiries into the Managing Direc-
tor’s expenses in Delhi was one of the instances “to
pressurize the newspaper into a particular frame of
mind.” Discrimination into the contravention of the
law with regard to distribution of advertisements was
again cited. It questioned the composition of the comn-
mittee, the terms of reference., as constituting bias
against the Statesman. It also alleged that the Govern-
ment was hostilely disposed to the newspaper. It
argned that there was a threat to its rights. The judg-
ment did not countenance these allegations and held
that the committee has heen set up legally and the
government had not acted mala fide against larger
newspapers. )

Though the case was technically lost by the
Statesman, the interested public is entitled to know the
grounds on which the case was contested and argued.
There are references of past cases, particularly the
Sakal and the Bennett Coleman cases which have
figured in our battles for the freedom of the press. The
book is a valuable addition to the meagre literature
available on the problems faced by the press in a “deve-
loping” country. It originally was issued as an entire
issue of the journal Quest.

R, SmiNivasaN
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WAR ON FARMERS — Cont'd trom puge |1

tightening the net in their areas not merely will we
raise resources for development but also reduce hoard-
ing and restrain inflation, which is the other major
factor behind the shortage of funds for public invest-
ment.”

Thus the growth of India’s socialistically oriented
economy has reached a point where two things are
absolutely inevitable, if its process of growth is to be
kept up. These are heavy fiscal burden on farmers and
nationalisation of trade in grain along with its con-
comitant, monopoly procurement of output from the
producers. But this is the inevitable fate of the farming
community in all processes of socialist transformation
that have taken place in history.

Fate of Middle Classes

We are not going to be an exception. India’s econo-
mic history has reached such a stage where the culti-
vator must allow himself to be economically ruined in
order to provide investment for the core industry in
the public sector, Concurrently, this too is going to be
the fate of other stratas of middle and lower classes
pursuing independent avoeations.

The economic offensive against the farmers is closely
integrated with its political counterpart. For one, the
discontentment generated in this community by the
exploitive and expropriative measures of the govern-
ment is too formidable for the government to allow any
other course open for it except to liguidate the com-
munity politically. For another and a deeper reason.
viable land-holders constitute perpetual obstacles to
socialistic transformation. They give birth to a number
of mighty forces which are authentically related to the
interests of socialistic development because of their
unlimited potential to generate independent local
leadership and to encourage individuation of human
personality and its ability to assert its rights and free-
dom.

Evidently, ideology as well as the foree of circiim-
stances has made our government committed to social
and political liquidation of the self-employed middle
class of which the viable farmers constitute an over-
whelming part. So far, legal measures predominated
the efforts to attain this objective. Off and on, the gov-
ernment has been trving social weapons, wielding them
all alone or in accompaniment with the Communist
Party. But the need to reinforce legal measures with
social tactics is now being felt with compelling nrgency
hecause of the rising tempo of popular revolt against
socialist policies. This explains why Nirora canmip T
decided upon the sse of the tactics ol travstorin 2
caste difference i roaral conununity into class strugele
i nativnn sealos A by of veheavsals of this et
ion have beoon stiecessBdlv staeed doring vecent miont s
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in Gujarat, West Bengal and U.P. This has emboldened
the Congress to wield this tactics on a national scale.
The importance of the new weapon was articulated at
Narora in the political thesis in these words: “Funda-
mentally the present political situation and the threat
to democratic institutions arisen from the still unresolv-
ed battle between the social groups and classes which
have benefitted immensely from the growth process
and refuse to part with a portion of their gains and the
social forces which are seeking through the mediation
of the Congress a satisfaction of their basic needs”.
Barooah, the pro-communist Congress President, fur-
ther clucidating the new approach, pointed that the
Congress has to wage its battle both inside and outside
the parliament and legislative assemblies by mobilising
the working nasses, the rural poor and the industrial
waorkers and vouths.

Artificial Transformation

The predominant character of this mobilisation
has been laid down in the 13-point programme
which lays special importance on holding district
conferences of agricultural labourers and rural poor
and the involvement of Congress youths and volunt-
cers in them, In other words, the political situation
of the country has entered a stage which can bhe bhasi-
cally characterised by a government aided process
of transformation, involving the use of all sorts of arti-
ficial methods, of rural caste difference into the flames
of class war. The intensity of these flames may not be
so forbidding, as there would be more propaganda than
rural social tension. But what is really dangerous is
that such an exacerbation of social tensions, in the
absence of a correct tactics on the part of democratic
forces, may create an atmosphere congenial for the
gendarmery of the Congress to conduct raids on the
hearth and farm of leading sections of farming com-
munity. hoiliate gud denigrade their Family members
and thereby demoralise them into submission to the
monster of totalitarianism. Those of the items of 13
point Narora programme which aims to provide eco-
nomic relief to the rural poor ave, on face of it, a piece
of highly dishouest political gimmiery, due to the
absence of financial resources or their implementation.
But there is @ method in this madness: o method which
aims at perpetnation of political power. Tt is a thinly
disenised commmmistic move lo carry class war to the
corintry-sicle
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L.etters
Churlish

OUI{ policy towards Israel has been such that we
have failed to take advantage of the agricultural
progress by that country, with particular reference to
irrigation, desert reclamation and small-scale indus-
Lries.

May I cite u few instances in which Israel's gene-
rous offers to us in the past were rejected without
even a word of appreciation? Dr Weizmanmn offercd
in 1847 to send three cxperts to India—one on ferti-
lizers, a second on soil conservation, and a third on
cooperative farming, I conveyed the offer to Mr Nehiru
who at first showed interest but later told me that he
could not get Manlana Azad’s assent.

When [ was a member of the University Grants
Commission (1862-68). T was asked by the Israeli
Consul in Bombay whether India would be willing to
send the Vice-Chancellors of three agricultural univer-
sities as guests of the Israeli Covernment so that thev
wight see for themselves the kind of agricultural re-
search being done in the Agrienltural Rescarch Insti-
tute near Tel-Aviv. I was informed by the UGC Chair-
man that the Government was not willing to accept
the invitation and the matter was dropped,

A Jewish farmer, who had achieved remarkable re-
sults in his farm in Isracl. called on me in New Delhi
and offered to spend some years in Rajasthan and grow
aood quality dates, olives and citruy fruits. 1 took him
to the Minister of State for Agrienlture at the time to
discuss details. By a coincidence, Rajasthan’s Minister
of Agriculture entered the room and after listening to
the discussion, offered the farmer a plot of land of
about 30 acres with all facilities to carry out his ex-
periments. The farmer made one stipulation: that he
should be left undisturbed for five years and nol
asked to leave India until the expiry of that period.
That assurance was not forthcoming from the Covern-
ment and the offer was rejected.

“ STy A “ D
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Why This Insult?

HY did the Government want to prevent lsvael
from participating in the World Table Tennis
Championship? The reason. we are told, is not sport
hut politics. But even on political considerations. where
self-interest aught o be the wmotivating factor, this
deeision i ineaplicabl
What has Israel dove toomerit this insult? 1t was
level whieh ""l"';”"“-‘" nlleved s help al boes ol

vrisie. Dath i 1965 e duriog the Boapdadost s
which was uneeretnoniously  tarned  down by om
C.overnmaent,
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themselves tromi this decision. Let the Israelis know
that we are embarrassed by our Government’s attitude.

N Sex
Calentta

On Murdering Children

I am a Tibetan refugee and can, to a certain extent,
understand the plight of the Palestinians, But I feel
disgusted and sickened by their deliberate murder of
innocent Israeli children, their cowardly destruction of
property and the killing of people from countries that
have done no harm to the Palestinians. To me, Yasser
Arafat and his colleagues are just spoiled brats who,
when denied something, smash and tear whatever they
can lay their hands on.

We Tibetans have long fought against the Chinese
army. It is a difficult war, and it is made no easier by
the rules of conduct and ethics insisted upon by our
leader, His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Yet no nation
can ever be built without a firmy moral foundation —and
no moral principle can ever condone the deliberate
slaughter of innocent women and children.

Jasivaxe Nonsu

Dharumsada ( Reproduced from Time)
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WITH MANY VOICES

Moans round with ma.ni

"Tis not too late to see

‘We comie now, brethren,” said the Scots divine in
the story, ‘to a verra considerable deefeeculty. Let us
look it squarely in the face, and pass on.

—The Economist, November 16,

Tanks are not the only danger to democracy: the
greater peril is the demagogy that leads to the tanks.
—Prime Minister Karamanlis quoted in
—The Economist, November 23.
U Thant dead had done what U Thant alive did not
and could not do: his body had sparked a popular
uprising,
—Rujmohan Gandhi in Himmat,
December 20.
'Beta car banata hai, Ma bekar banati hai’,
‘Indira, Bakhia aur Mastan: milke luta Hindustan.’
—Slogans quoted in the Indian Express,
December 29.

The whole of our economy is more adjusted to res-
pond to market forces than to regulations. This is said
hy a Social Democrat. The deeper you get into regula-
tions the deeper vou get into red tape and the more you
hamper the dynamic development of your economy.

—Chancellor Helmut Schmidt rquoted in
National Reriew, October 11,
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“The deep
voices. Come, my friends,
a newer world.”

—~Tennyson,

The writing is on southern Afriva’s wall—in black
on white.
—The Economist, December 21,
For a believer in free markets like The Economist,
consideration of import controls is as unpleasant as
eating gruel.

—The Economist, December 21,
Ethiopia has caught the Robespierre fever.
—The Economist, November 30.
Reading Mr. Wilson’s speeches is like an exercise in
Kremlinology.

—The Economist, November 30.

Society’s new under-dogs. the self-employed.
—The Economist, November 30.

We are, aren't we, an egalitarian society in the
Pindari sense, very indigenous, very authentic.

—Romesh Thapar in Economic and Political

Weekly, December 14,

The biggest room in the world is the room for im-
provement,
—Chancellor Schmidt guoted in The Economist,
December 7.
It is a sobering thought that two years” worth of oil
money surpluses would be equal to the entire sum of
direct investments made over all the years by Ameri-
can corporations abroad. The défi Américan was a
Heabite compared with the défi Opec.
—The Economist, December 7.
For every worker it employs, British Leyland makes
six cars a year, Continental producers make twice that.
Tn Japan Nissan makes 37 cars per worker.
—The Economist, December 7.

Guns will make us powerful; butter will only make
us fat.
NMarsha! Hermann Goeving quoted in The Economist

-

Decemboer 7

Not sinee the days of Adenauer and Dulles have
Ronn aned Washineton cocmudd maove in hone,

“The Eeonomist, December 7
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