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CONGRESS DECLARES WAR 
ON FARMERS 

....,.. J. G. Tiwari 

W HAT has emerged out of the Narora secret con-
d:wes is a consolidation as well a!-i an extension 

of that double-pronged attack on the fanning com­
mtmity which has heen going on with increasing vigour 
particularly during the last two years. TI1e major 
significance of this secret meet does lie in the basic 
character of the line of action adopted there. This 
strategy has been taking shape for sometime past and 
was gaining in aggressiveness under the impact of the 
inHationaty gyration. Two facts highlight the import­
ance of Narora. The Communist arch-designers of 
govemment's anti-farmer policy have now becvme bold 
enotlgh tv come out openly in this particular role. 
Apparetltly under the instructions of the Prime Mini­
ster, the two storm troopers of the Communist Party 
of India in the Cabinet, D. P. Dhar and K. D. 
Mala\'iya, piloted and guided the discussion and finally 

1 
obtained a consensus on their drafts of economic and 

_. •1 political thesis, the guiJ1tessence of which is a countty­
wide economic, social and political warfare against 
the farming community, a strategy which aims to 
repeat, in the Indian conditions, what Stalin did against 
the farmers during the thirties and Mao, during the 
sixties. Both these documents now are the guide books, 
par excellence, for the indoctrination of workers of the 
Congress and jt<; proposed five lakhs strong gendar­
mery in the five hundred training camps that are pro­
posed to be held during the next three months. Narora 
decisions unmistakably point out that the Congress pro­
gramme of impoverishing the farming community, of 
denigrading it socially and politically and of finally 
reducing their strength to nought by transforming rural 
caste tensions into a veritable class ·war would now be 
pursued on a national scale, with unprecedented ruth­
lessness and with little regard or the norms of civilised 
political behaviour. 

Government's economic offensive against the fann­
ers can be understood in the light of that set of fanta­
stic dogmas that guide it in this respect. These are like 

this. The cw-rent food t;risis is <.lue to the lackdaisical 
character of the official machinery of food procurement 
and food distlibution. The most essential condition 
for increase in food production is fmther structural 
changes in the rural economy, meaning more rigorous 
land ceiling measures. Further growth of heavy indus­
try core of the public sector, which is a must for the 
economy of the countty, has now become impossible 
without massive mopping of savings from the fam1 
sector (i.e., ruthless taxation of agricultural commun­
ity ) for investment in this industrial sector. This is 
what Dhar is reported to have read from his economic 
working paper at Narora: "Our tax base alxeady covers 
non-agricultmal income and all forms uf wealth. There 
.is some scope for widening the taxation of wealth and 
property. But the principal area of widening lies in 
agricultural incomes. Even if the five per cent of the 
additional income generated in agriculture over the 
Fifth Plan period is collected by way of taxes, the re­
sources mised would amount to Rs. 750 crores". H e 
proceeds on to say if direct taxes like those recomrnend­
C'd by Raj committee are not feasible due to certain 
reasons, human ingenuity can devise other methods 
such as "increased irrigation and power rates reduced 
subsidies for private irrigation and purchast>s of trac­
tors, relatively low procurement prices." 

Communist Model 

He had probably the Communist countries in mind 
when he went to say "practically no country in the world 
has succeeded in developing without mobilising rural 
surpluses and it is tmlikely that India would be an ex­
ception to this rule". Not only this, in .Mr. Dhar·s 
opinion, substantial enl1ancement of :fiscal burden on 
fanners is the only answer to check inflation and hoard­
ing. This is what he writes in another part of his paper: 
"There is another aspect of our inability to take sur­
pluses arising in agriculture and trade. These surpluses 
provide farmers with money required to finance hoard­
ing. Thus by extending the tax net to farmers and 
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Betwee11 You & Me and The La1np Post ~l 
Satyameva J ayat.e 

A t\ I.BAS.S.\DOH Dan iel P~trick ~~~ynihan c:ertai11ly 
dtd hts best to make fnends w tth the regime in 

New D elhi but all he got in retum was his first invita­
tion to dinner with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi just 
a few weeks before he was due to leave. Unlike other 
mnlms~adors, howe\'\!1'. Mr t\Joyniha.u, a typical [rish 
intellectual, was not prepared to wait silently till he 
concluded his te rm. In December, he told the American 
and Iudian pressmen a few refreshing home truths. 

In an interview with the Washington Post, Mr. 
Moynihan expressed the view that "India's economy 
was stagnant not because of bad luck, mismanagement 
and corruption, but because its leaders decided that 
internal stability was more important than economic 
growth. However, the lime came quickly when unpro­
ductive economic a rrangements must undennine the 
very stability they were intended to create, 'that is 
what is going on in India todnr: Widespread public 
discontent and chaotic parliamentary sessions, tl1ey are 
all due to basic shortages. to lack of production growth. 
You cannot expect anything e lse when you have a one 
per cent growth rate. It is no long<;r a secret thal thC' 
planned economic system lndin chose does not work 
very wall. It does not work well anywhere. Look at 
Bur111a. En·n look nl the Sov ic t Union. To use Gandhi's 
expression. we might as well try a few 'experiments 
w ith truth'. As illustration of a 'conscious' decision to 
sacrifice economic growth to political stability com­
pare fndia's mainly State-owned steel industry with 
Japan's private-owned steel industry . .... India's per­
formance was due to the decision taken by Nehru in 
1962 ln tum duwn a11 American offer to. build the 
Bokaro :. I r ei mill as a prh ale o.: nlcrprj~c. In.slc.:ad ~chm 
opted for o1 puhJic SC<:tor offer hr tfH' SO\'iet llnion. 
\ not lwr rwntc for the Indian situatio11 i" 'stagnation'­
"ta~nation th;t t j.., likE'lv to lead to instahilitv. 

~fr. ;'\lornihao expr~sed his "disenchantn~ent with 
·persic;tent anti-Americanism in India', his own Jack of 
contact w ith intellectuals and even GO\·ernment offi­
f'i.lls. till' thin PCOJIOJnic liuk.s b etwecu tht» US.\ and 
India nntl wit at lw C'.l ltcd the ·socialist rhetoric that 
111..1kcs l!JV little dislincliou b~tween socinlisl regimes 
wl11clt !)llh idt· for inrli\·iclu:tl liberty 11ml thos,.. lllar 
ol o ,j ol\· iou l 11 id wt! hht• rll I \\ bl1 l11di.r \\t.ll ld 
hahtm'v ht ·t• tl\l l'l'l'Sl in tltc Soviet Uoi(lt l with the U~.-\ 
;,nd l wi~h ,,.,. "'""'d ha lan u<' our iJtte-rest in C hina 

I I"" f; I . 

I 1 ' f 11 1\ I j, 1'1 fill_ Il l l ll11 ( Ill l11d i I lfl,, d11• 1•11 

munists wt.o justify the detente between the USSR and 
the US but hate the thought of Indo-American friend­
ship the Ambassador a rgues: "If it is good for t he 
Soviet Union and the USA to cooperate or for tl1at 
matter the Democratic Republic of Germany and 
Poland, what objection can they have to the Ind o-US 
t·conomic cooperation?" · 

Mrs Gandhi A Bad Second 

THE Pr.ime Minister's popularity which, during the 
quarter ended September 1974, had already touch­

ed its lowest point siu<:e ei~ht years ago, when she 
almost lost the General Election of 1961, has plummet­
ed still lower du ring the htst quarte r. According to the 
Indian Institute of Public Opinion. even the relative 
price stability which has existed during the last few 
months has not stopped a further marked drop in the 
Prime t\ linister':, pop11larity in cities like Bombay and 
Calcutta. While. accurding tu its sponsors, the poll 
doc;ecl on December lO. 1974. there is no reason to 
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believe thnt the twenty days of December would de­
note any change. 

The lllustratel'l Weekly of Iudia of january 5 corro­
borates this trend by declaring Mr. Jayaprakash 
Narayan to be "The Indian of the Year" on the basis of 
his clearly outstripping Mrs. Gandhi who was an easy 
winner last year. If it was not for the crude and archaic 
British system of election which this country follows all 
this would make Mrs. Gandhi think a thousand times 
before she ventures on an early dissolution of Par lia­
ment. 

African Neighbourliness 

T HERE is no end to the originality of the so-called 
developing countries in Asia and Africa , One of 

tbe status symbols such countries pine for is steel 
'works. Another is a jet air service. But, alas, not every­
one of them call afford such a luxury and mnn~· ruin 
tbt:lllseh·es in the effort. 

For sh~er originality, Tan zania must take the cake. 
Jt has reportedly thought of tl1e l)right idea <If hllilcling 

an airlith' <JI it:. t t\\'11 I•) o;kyja<:king tHii<'f t•onrllrie:. 
plant.·~. The plot w as si111pk t•uou(!;lt und <tllnt'cl al tltu~ 
.\c:q niring .1 lllllilhcr of pl:t11• '!1 lo ·~in• rJ,t <lllll t ln it~ 
a.irlilll'l\ . }.:(•1n tl 1\:1~ , . , ldt•nlh "' ht• rlw lli ;! Jtt \ '"' "" It 
11> ll til ~trtp l'l!li ll \! tl~t• n·.~adt lan,.. Itt"'' ''''•IIIII d rc•l.ttllt!l'. 
hc-111 t·~·ll tlw 111 •1 t 'tluntrlc •s. 

J ,on t: live• \fw. -\~ i:m 'oliclarih ·1 

Freedo111 First 

A Pity 

" 'rlw1 is ltorv the world end.s, 
Not with tL bang btlt a whimper.'' 

Mn. A. H. Vajpayee's brave declaration of his inten ­
tion to resign from Parliament followed by his 

not-so-C'Otlnt,l!t:ous yielding to his party's veto make~; 
one recall this verse. 

In the statement of his resignation, Mr. Vajpayee 
had given a biting but accurate description of the state 
tn which the Lok Sabh a had been brought by the con­
tC'mpt for Parli:m1ent shown by the Government in New 
Ddhi and the irresponsibility of the attenuated Oppo­
J: ition lha t survived its well deserved debacle in the 
Genl'ral Elections of 1971. Unfortunately the- Jnu 
Sang:h. like all other opposition parties, are still wed­
ded to lilt' <' l('ctoral and parliamentary game and not 
all Jayaprnbsh Narayan's efforts have taught them 
any better. 
\~hat a pity that when tht: Central Parliamentary 

13oard of the Jan Sangh decided not to a llow Mr Vaj­
payee to resign the Lok Sabha seat, he shou ld not have 
stuck to his decision, but weakly eaten his words. 
Mr. Vajpayee's retraction has not in any way lessened 
the accuracy of what he said about the state to which 
the Lok Sabha has been reduced but only shown that 
his resignation was after a ll tl1e usual political stunt 
which the Indian people havf' come to expect from 
the ir politicians. 

Radioi·tdat 

AFTER scn11 izdat ( publishing o.F dissident litera ture ) 
and rlla!!niNzdat (secret circulation of tapes). 

1 here b nO\\ radioizdat ( illegal radio broadcasting ) 
which has come into vog:ue in the Soviet Union. Offi­
cial ht'oadcasls are often interrupted by illegal radio 
stations calling out. "'Danube calling-Danub e calling. 
This is the programme for the young". Not all the ille­
gal broadcasts are political. Many of them are young 
pcopl<· t•njoring the adw11turf' o f l1efdng the SPCrf't 
poliL•(·. 

Tltt' p o liec arc. )toll l' l t·r, nnl all tll:.ecl and have arre~t ­
eJ nnt lt•ss than 1000 amat e11r broadcaste rs. Officiallv 
tiH·s~· piral·p hroadcastf'rS :Jrf' c-alled "radio hooligans···. 
Whik some· n l their stations play Elvis Presley tapes 
others are dissiclPnl intellectnals like 1111 operator from 
l .itlutania who wn<> r<•ef•nt·l y ~rntt'nced to thret" ve::tr~· 
imprison11wnl for "l'!nli-Snvic>l n~itatiou ... 

\ud ,p tl11• fl~h l fot lrc•l'dmn spr<'IHI!l 

I ... : IIIII J:H IIt.ol"\ i~\lll \It h.1-l 1111"1 .I 1 ,l, • 'lilt 

1 II i nl Jlo\.l11!1 :al1n11l tlir• alk~t ~d .th"<'ll<'t uf inHalion 
hl'ltit td 1\11' lrn tr ( wt:ciu. Tl 11' l·a~il.' faC'I' :lhnut tlw 
r•n1111111~ iaa tlu l ' ..,t.,.H !ltd II•• •.tpl•••• , ... ,, . , ( 



Freedu111 First 

Eastcm Europe are that there is an absolute physical 
shortagP. of conswner goods aud the laws of the mar­
ket are not a llowed to op erate. Also, there is a pheno­
menon called "repressed" or "hidden" inflation which 
means that the quality or the content of an article is 
a llowed to decline while the price remains the s:1me. 

The latest news from the Soviet Union shows, how­
ever, that prices tl1ere have also shot up as e lsewhere. 
Christmas shoppers in Moscow report that the first 
ever Soviet-made jeans were selling nt high W estern 
prices the equivalent of US $ 10 to 20 a paiJ· while 
women's panties cost $10 each. Electric shavers cost $35 
each, while woollen overcoats cost $250, which is $50 
more t11an an industrial worker's entire month's salary! 
l t seems that the Soviet planners, faced with shortages 
of goods, have moved to mop up the excess demands 
by raising prices from 5 to 20 p er cent not only on 
luxw-y goods but even on necessities like fish and meat. 

'When Khrushchev said that the Soviet economv 
would by 1980 overtake that of the USA, perhaps h~ 
was refening to the quantum of inflation? 

And now UNESCO 

L AST month we published an editoria l n ote caption-
ed ''UN Antics"'. We are glad that our protest 

against the way in which t11e majority in the UN Assem­
bly J1as been behaving has b een echoed by n o less a 
person tLan the Nobel Prize winner Alexander Solzben­
itsyn who has ohserved that in the last twenty-five 
years the UN l1ns changed from heing the hope of 
l\1ankiJ1d to an immoral organisation. 

l11e crowning act of irresponsibility which has 
brought p rotests from world intellectuals is the action 
of the General Conference of UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Science and Cultural Organisa­
tion ) which succumbed to Arab pressure by voting for 
two blat:\ntly descriminary motions against Israel. The 
Cultural and Educational Commission of the Council 
nf Europe has issued n statement that the exclusion of 
Israel from UNESCO's regional b odies shows "parti· 
san·· politics nnd an ''affro11t" that has ta mishL'd 
UNESCO's image. 

l11e vicious decis ion of UNESCO has :\lreadr led to 
a backlash. Switzerland has cut 10 per cent of its con· 
trihution, 'France IJa$ threatened to follow suit.' The 
US. which contributes $19.5 million to UNESCO's 
budget cul out part; and Israel has suspended the pay· 
rncnt of ils dues to UNESCO. Ninet\.!1.!11 Nul)('] Prit•• 
L<J•Jrt'atl's :m• umonc; hundn·ds of intellcc·tunls w!.11 
hav(' s i,gnetl a nmnifc.,to n•f11 sin~ to cooperat<· with 
lfl'{F ~c-:;o l' • l hli~hNI b) tlw Ft'l·nf'h 1''1f'wt· I ,t· ' fnnd·· 
~ ~if 11 '• ·!-,I • lltrl J!, ' l j'.,l'llll' l ' .II'•' 1111111 ' ~i l l, ,jf' f l fi(lll • 

11 • · \\'tt tl<l \ '"t('ll<'c!t1Uk itwlud ir•g t>,,.,, I I' If 
lli '1 111'l<·h l~nll :\ndrt' \lah".ll t ~ <1 11<1 Sl!·plu·tl ."1 iii '1Hit•r 
It· · , '!'~'' ,~,·d Pll!rae;t· whilt 1•11' ,.Ji..,t 1):111! l{d],,,, j, '" 

·tt~rr~, l(ql hf' 1'\plmlrd · ··Ti tr'l' !1 f t" ~ ti!Jlirl ir~tlllfn111 
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partisan. Anti l think they are a lot of swin e." It is note­
\Vorthy that the International PEN chose Jerusalem as 
the locale of i ts annual conference in December 1974. 

The kind of considerations by which representatives 
of Afro-Asian c.:otmtries are asked to vote were dis­
closed to Time Magazine b y the ambassador of an 
African government. H e said his govemment had in­
structed him to vote for the Afro-Asian position; if 
there was no such position he should vote \vith the 
Arabs; if no clear Arab p osition was seen then he 
should ,·ote wi th the Arab majority! 

Shame! 

FHEEDO~l F inST bas from time to time n\ported on 
the plight of the lmfortunate Chinese, particularly 

the youth, ffeeing fTom Chinese communist ty1·anny by 
swimming in hundJ·ecls across the shark-infested stretch . 
of water which separates Hong Kong from the Main­
land. Now e ''l?ll this little outlet is to be closed since 
the Hong Kong Government has d ecided to send b ack 
to China refugees neax the border efFecting illegal 
enhy into H ong Kong. Portuguese Macao, to its shame, 
had taken a similar decision some time b ack and it is 
indeed n pity that the British authorities in H ong Kong 
should have capitulated in this manner. It appears 
th:\t, according to the H ong Kong police, 6000 to 7000 
ChiJ1ese a rrived in Hong Kong from the Mainland 
illegally in 1974; while legal immigrants numbered 
about 3000. Already mOl'(' than 212 "freedom swim­
mers". Rs they are called, had been handed over to 
the Chinese border guards hy X'mas Day. 

I t is good that Derek Davies of the Far Eastern 
Economic Review. English language magazi11e from 
Hong Kong, has in his popular column "Traveller's 
Tales" in the December 13 issue, d escrib ed tltis deci­
sion as "despicable'' and as one as "well garnished 
with twisted logic and special pleading.'' Mr. Davies 
points out that young men who have proved their 
dynamism hy swimming across the bay between Hong 
Kon~ allCl China un' l are willing to do djrly and l1ard 
Jobs which no one else .in H ong Kong wants to do <:an 
hardly represent a threat Lo the city's high living stand· 
ards and job sccltrit)'· Davies also pojnts to a confiden· 
tial report of a year ago whicli disclosed that when 
immigration was 1Ja lm1l!t'd agains t emigrati<m. there 
was a net Oll tflow. All in Hll. as Davies puts it. this is 
a "p<ltl wli<.: st·o r~ ". 

An attem pt wns nt:ttk tn pass the buck by alleging 
that th0 1\C'pnl•l k pf C!till..l in Taiw:tn wa" not pr<'pnn·d 
to accf'pl rPfnttt·<·s t'Jlh·rin!! Hon~ Kong irom the Mai~t· 
lunrl Tl,nf dihi lm.\ 111m hC'C' fl rd ntcd hv PrC'micr 
< 'lti m'~ t .l ;, '! K'ttn ... tJ., . nq111l1li1· n[ Chirl'l w hn 
'~"' '" 1\ I .. r ,, '"' r ""' t ') ,, ''t" ' ,, 11 · ·~ -t im!' tit .. 
HvpuiJlw \\IHtld wdt·onw !1> 1',tiw,w Chinf'st• H•lug~.;cs 

H J,,, 1! ·1 I ' '"" ''' frt •·•d ,l•·' J,, ll r•t>ill•.! frn1.1 "-'hinl:md 
In lltllll' 1\' •11'' 



OPEN LETTER TO MRS. GANDHI 
~ly dt>ar Smt. Indira Gandhi, 

I had Sl'Dl to rou n letter only yesterday hut lhl'! c>ntirc 
p roceed ings in the Parliamen t and the atmosphere 

surcharged in the P a rlia ment and the feelings of the 
Members and real Cor~gressmcn Ttas compelled me to 
write to you today again with a clear request that I 
must have a reply by 4th December 1974. If no reply is 
received, I hnvo d ecided to release tbis letter also to 
everybody all over the country and p articularlv in thP 
c-onstituencies of persons named below. · 

I t is undoubtedly that today you are full well in the 
clutdJCs of those who had been card holders and those 
who have red-base and those who have financed hv 
pivots and centres outside with red affection and th~ 
renl Congressmen feel highly dissatisfied, disgnmtled 
nnd disagreed by your treatment extended to them. 
While on the other hand t11ese people with red hasC' 
having received your aHection, protection, support and 
guidance are reported to ha,·e not only coiJected money 
in and out of India but amassed unac<.-ounted monev 
directly or im~rect ly clisproportionale to their origin~! 
stallJs 10 or 1<> years ago. These persons are given as 
below. 

Hon'blc SIShri 
D. P. Dhar 
H. R. Gokhale 
K. D. Malviyn 
D. P. Chattopadhyaya 
H. K. KhadHkar 
S. Nurul Hasan 
K. Raghunath Reddy 
Chandr:1jit Yadav 
K. R. Ganesh 
Kedar Nath Singh 
Smt. Subhadra Josbi 
Smt. Mukul Banerji 

Those who are in the Ministry and had no faiili in 
our Congress but have for selfish ends become tb<' 
~aviours of the Cougrcss arc gathered likewise to have 
collcd cd funds from inside nud countries outside and 
hcing regularly financed to cut our throats and d estrov 
the Congress. They are reported to finance t11e Co~­
munis ls and all anti-Cnngress activities and they arc­
H onb lc SIShri 

H. D. Malviyu 
Shashi Bhushan 
Un ni Kri-;lmnn 
Satpal Kap ur 
TI. 1:. r... . Bhagat 
H. K Sinh., 
H. K. \li., t\ l 
\t1111 l ' \ akll, 
\',t .tl.lt Ha1·1 
f ) I' Sin •·h 

In tbis matter, m;ty I w•rr humbl)' requc~t yo11 a~ 
the Lead er of the Congress Party and Prime ~finister 
lo call upon each one of lhesc persons named abov<> 
to publicly declare their assets and position today and 
which they had 10 or 15 years ago. They must declar<· 
their pres<'nl position, status and holdings directly 0 1 

indirectly possessed. conh·olled and owned bv them 
\vithin a week whereafter it bas been decid~d that 
arnmgcmenls shall be made in their respective c.'Onsti· 
tuen cies to make a propnganda against them and they 
~hnll not be allowed to enter their constituencies nor 
they sbaiJ be allowed to speak anywhere in any part 
of Jndia unless they hnvr openly complied wi t11 tJw 
rcqu C',~t for <lcclamtion of lhejr sta tus which they had 
10 or 15 years ago in theu· minutest details and d eclarf> 
I hc·ir present p osition and stalus and holdings clearlr 
unambig uously and unhesita tingly. 

May I place t"'o things for your cool consideration . 
Firstly that you han• to choose eitl1er. 

CPT-( rcltat they are known for). corrupt M inistcr.'l 
a11rl other corrupt 

OR 

Continrl(mce of Democracy, sustenance of Con­
{!,I'CSS Party. safjittg count ry from chaos and 
onflrcfty uncl you oncl your good name. 

If you fa ltPr in your choice and be guided by the 
Communist wedlock you will be guilty of destroying 
O C'mot: racy, lmryi11!! tit(' Congress for ever aml usher­
ing in chaos and anarchy in the country. With them 
)'OU and your father's good name shall go down for 
c·vcr. Real ise where the Communist alliance bas place­
ed you. Toda y the Congress cannot have even the 
President to choose Congressmen as Secretaries and he 
m11st have himself red outlook and choose only the red 
ha~t.:d pseud11 Cong ressmen who never had or have 
any base in the Congress. It is a pity where remains ilie 
Cnngrc~o; hm\' --hall lhe Conl!.ress survive. Shall the 
( :on~r(· ~ ~ rcalio;c that il ncn•r bargained for all :mnihi· 
lat101" .tl ~ our h.tnds? \\1la lc n·r tile scl6sh ndmircr' 
may sa> tod.\y thr economic chaos, distress and crisis 
IH\\'<' bC'r>n hronght by the policies guided b y your 
~o-c:tll<'d R('d fo' ricncls. Cod hlc.ss them (or their sd fio;h 
<'nds. 

If. I do nol a~ alrC'.Hl~ 1n<'nl ioncd abm·e, get a reply 
" ' li lt 1 )v(·c•mh l'r 1971, t lt is INtN \\'Otd d h e d rcula LPcl 
1 hrnut•hout !lw c.•o•tntrv in largt· ~t nlln, l.wrs and tlu 
r(•,1l ( 'nnl!n·~s ~hn ll nnlu ·-.•t a t iu~h t:lk•· cudgl•l, for thr· 
tll\ 1.!.1 '''t' ti•.Jl ' 111 J. ,,, • 1 \ l••ndl·d to tlwnt o•• "hmr 
1 •tid•·• ••• I·,, t• 1'~"'"1''"'" ·tnd 1111 wh('''' .. lu .uld t· t ~ 

.1nd "IP' " l \,11 I1J\ , •'• if• l• in1" l 'lllO IUIU•c I .1111 
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INDIA REJECTS FOOD AID 

-Daily T elegraph 

(In l>iew of tl1e manipulntion of news in a large part 
of the lr!diml press, we publish an editorial itt tile 
:-th ] arwary issue of the D ail Telegraph of Londou 
as a sert>icc to our readers.) 

A MERICAN plans to reswne supplies of cheap grain 
to India were welcomed not only for the relief 

they would bring to a country in desperate need, but 
;\!so as n symbol of the healing of the rift opened in 
1971 by the Indo-Pakistani war O\'Cr Bangladesh. Now 
suddenly India has refused to accept the Srst 300,000 
tons because of what she calls '·humiliating" American 
t.:onditions. One is that India should not re-export the 
grain-for example to Russia, who last year lent Ind ia 
two million tons, to be repaid in kind. The other was 
that the grain should reach the poorest section of 
society. With regard to the first, America has in the 
past habitually provided India with vast amounts of 
..t id and often got little thanks. while Russia exacted 
maximum political returns for minilown outlay. Ameri­
ca wants to be sure that she is uot paying this debt too. 

As for distribution, it is notorious that large amounts 
uf aid go astray in India through inefficiency nnd 
corruption. Both are getting worse, and are aggravated 
by the strain imposed on the whole economic, social 
and political s tructure by the higher pric~ of oil. 
Mr. Moynihan, the American Ambassador to New 
D elhi, is backing Indin in the dispute. The fact is how­
ever that the American Congress is just as determined 
not to be taken for a ride as India seems to be to stand 
on her d ignity. At the world food conference 1ast 
November President Ford, already committed to a 
world programme of 3.3 million tons of food aid, re­
fused to be bullied into giving another million tous at 
a time whcu Ruc;~ia nncl the Arab oil producers would 
bind th,:llh\..1\ 1..:. ltJ 11uthiug. \uu?Jica will 110t t:\pluil 
Iter gr<Lill power as the Arabs l':>\ploit their otl powt.:t. 
hut she i<; right to h<' prndenr. 

OPEN Ll~Tl'ER T(l.\1,, c: \ t\'DHI - Cc111fd {to"' J.iuge 5 

c;ending this lc.>tter most confidently and hope you will 
t~ke n~<.·ssnr) :stl'po; otherwiM• it shall he a public pro­
perty .ulll h l'} o1Hl lilY <.·untrul aud 1 an\ prcp.tn.:d to 
1.1!-.c: :.tO) ~~~P'> f<n ri~htf11l ,·.ul<>t' a nd rightful actiou. 
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HERE COMES THE JUDGE 
Manjula Padmanabhnn 

THE Earth's seasonal patterns change, international 
currencies fluctuate around gold points and dal 

prices soar, but come the end of the year at St Xavier's 
Boys' Academy, and there is the annual inter-house 
dramatics competition. TI1e toil of months quickens 
to fruition as the date for this, allegedly the most 
favoured of the school's extra-curricular activilies. 
draws nigh. And when the cw·tain goes up on the 
fioal night the seals on the fates of tomorrow'~ stage 
personalities are opened one by one. 

n ut just as there can be' Jl() play wilhont uctm,, 
there can be n o compctitiou "ithout judges. · We h·y 
to have different people every year,'' said ~ l c: Amy 
Billimoria, who is in charge of Dram:llics at the Aca­
demy. Playfu l providence perhaps and close contact 
with one veteran of the scl1ool's footb oards landed me 
a position nmong these three hand-picked individuals . 
.. Once, the juugcs asked to sec a p lay again," {s Billi­
moria continued, impressing on one the dedication with 
which past judges had viewed their exalted position. 
"and the boys a lways get so impatient because lhev 
take so long to agree."' With me were to be Sean 
Mahoney, artist and designer, and Pheroza Shroff, own­
er of Cymroza Art Gallery and an actress in her own 
right. Keeping Ms Billimoria's words in mind, and 
hitherto only h aving been at tho receiving end of a 
dramatics comp etition judge's criticism. it was for me 
~ intensely emotional experience: which ltistrionic 
bud would 1 help to nip off in nascence? Which rising 
s tar propel to fame? And above aU, which parent's 
heart cause to kindle with righteous pride as their 
young one with the peach fuzz toddles up to take hi~ 
battle h onours? I t is not every day that such opportmti­
ties are granted to mere mortals. 

··rr Day 

•o" (for Dramatics ) d:\)' dawned fair ru1d sunny 
Or~!'ing with the careful skill required of all good 
judges of youthf ul play competitions, we made it to 
the appointed venue, }Jatknr Hall, with time to spare. 
Ins lend of I he customary throngs of the city's social elite 
wont to be milling ·around the thea tre entrance, there 
was a sizeable gathering of concemed looking parent~ 
with their uncontroiJablc offspring. and an air of 
revelry which re igned overall. Inte rspersed b etween 
the rank!! nf ducking Jnothers and carefref' sons w Prr 
the cool. r ffi cicnt teachers, quietly going abou t nc;sig:n­
ing; s('ats, pointing out to clisl rait ti&lt•t h0\rlr.r.; th:~t 
''yc-:. nt, .. ,. \'follow, n ow A." r<'l li& '' i11•' Jn,t it•f:Jn t .. .,n,t 
..., .,. •, 1J • H - 1 f .'' r I if lt it I I • 1 f' I d 

it w:•'i om· 11l lhl .,. '' ho upll·r rali tt•d at llr\' ~id(· I " 
h~nd mt· tht• fool'> ()( my p rofession of the rn0;T1<' 111 nnrl 
rr.·lrtll I 111•' ,, .. I 1 thl ir 11"·- fonr ,c·orc· ·lw('t \\111 th 

names of each play and tl1e actors in order of appear­
ance and last of a ll a master sh eet on which we were 
to tot up nil the points p er play, judging on various 
c riteria; an altogether exb·cmely compleJ: process. Ex­
cellence in any Geld, for instnnce, was to be awarded 
six points but as any sharp, philosophically inclined 
mind will perceive, one might judge a particular per­
f01mancc ns excellent and also worth many more points 
than six. Why sLx, one questions, why not sixty? Or, 
when it came to evalua ting each play on the counts of 
it~ p roduction, acting, diction and interaction , one he­
t:amr rnn1pl~·tely enmeshed in the metaphysical aspects 

11( I • "' •' V I -.. nAMLET I THf.'< PRc""'sED H"' 1 ""1M:, lO;AR IOnn:u..oi.:. . . . 

of the thing: Does the produclion come b efore the 
:lctinl:!, one could ask. can diction be vjewed in allen­
.11io11!' ' Vhat is ril e <.leeper intt:'rprctation of interaction 
{thor ntH' rl)\.t•r! rnl! comple>tc J ~,)? And of course, what 
;c; rlr ;11n:t ~ 1'\ut fortunatcl\'. be fore I could be 11uitl' 
"' ·'"~"'' .. , rl in .> wa\'(' nf 1rnrlemir speC'ulation mv 

I • 1 1•1 ' lr ' '"r,;. rl '"' ,., nit: ·r tr f, ,.- '1..:1 1 ~ 
orHl P I•" It d. d II '" .~,. li!!hl r.r d.trkncs~ (1<; lv he lbc 
'\''"'tl nt ~tad,&t i<Jn. 

\ r I , .•' , lrllt ,) l"r' \1 ,..,., joitwd h , tlrr n•lt••r 



Freedom Flr.9l 

two judges and th c:- ir respective teachers. Pleasantri('S 
were ~·xchanged and I noted to my satisfac tion th:lt tlw 
others appeared similarly bemused about the methods 
of allotting marks ns I had been. We had been given 
excellent seats, with a clear unobstructed view of the 
stage. Meanwhile, excitement around us was approach­
ing fever pitch; one became gradually conscious that 
not only were there several people in the audience 
dressed somewhat unusually (in long brown hooded 
robes, for instance) but there were some rather s weet 
looking girls who actually weren't. In no tiroe at all 
one began to question the gender of any young lhlng 
whose lips were a shade too red and whose jaw a trifle 
pugnacious, but then the lights began to dim and hush 
fell over the company. The magic moment h ad arriv­
ed-the silence broken only by the sounds of judge~ 
biting their p encils in critical anticipation. 

·cood evening ladies and gentlemen," came M~ Billi­
morin's firm calm voice from out of the darkness, and 
some inborn instinct caused a spotlight to rivet itself 
onto a comer of the darkened stage in expectation of 
the unseen speaker. For the benefit of those who may 
not have known, she explained that this was n play 
competition, each play having been pl'oduced and 
directed by each of the four different houses. "The 
judges are sitting in the third row," she p ointed out. 
making one involuntarily feel a b laze of lime-l1ght and 
formed of course the high point of the prologue-. That 
heing d one the show went on. 

1t was a scene straight from the Middle Ages: a 
huge bare room, sparse furniture, no tloubt in ~tmnl! 
old oak, and in one comer, right up front, a corpulent 
young p erson with su·eaming black hair sat astride a 
bench. "Oh dear, oh deru-, oh d ear." he said, appurtntly 
bent on mutilating a somewhat womout boot, and in 
a Hash it became obvious that this was the cobbler of 
th e play entitled "The Cobbler's Wife." As is the trend 
these days, it turned out to be a stirring social com­
mentary on marital problems in Medieval times. The 
cobbler, it seemed had suffered a long standing phohia 
that shou ld he die, his wife would not care the pro­
verbial fig. Accordingly. he decided to fcin death , b11t 
his wife, b eing a woman of wit, soon recognized that 
few corpses are found to have sturdy pulse-beats. 
Several ribald moments followed , as an accompli<:e to 
the husband's death complicated matters by falling in 
love with the cobbler's -..vife and almost making her 
husband's demise a reality. The strong influence of tlw 
Catholic Clmn:h pr€'vailed hO\\'L'\'er, and the pin}' en1l ­
ed once ngain on a scc1w of wedded bliss. 

After n short inlerl11d~:, during whic-h tu t·ollt:('t 11111 
lwarin~.; and .;\t: trp f'll our t·rilkal fmultl ... ·~ .. \ rr11 ~ 
baud f(·r Hrt·akl.,-.1· lc.ll"' ' ,, J F:u lrn11t !win~ .1 lH'11"h­
utl .. >.J h l \1 of .• l ot.IL. ' .,I I\ I I •II 111 ll:u I •, 1 \J 11• , 

the.: plu.~ d,·ull Wttlt lit~· •diiJ••km!! c • ll'c~:b ol l~t•.t \ \ tit iul, 
t\f! in l11rli.1 tll rl 1c 11 ,~ .. ,chi " ·' ' inl• •ntkd t' rdnlmrT 

tlw V •.!."' a.·nr '" ' '"'"'' IJJ ll• lhi l•ili"" i.dl l11"~ 
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voiced Jumkubai, just married to Pasha, woke up to 
£nd that her husband in a fit of pre-m:uital frenzy, had 
sold his future "vife for the princely sum of three rupees 
in order to buy yet another bottle of liquor. She wnc: 
informed of this heartening news by a dainty little 
boy. who made a charming spectacle in h is glw.gra. and 
choli, complete with n fluting voice and fussy feminine 
habits. ''Wha-a-atl" cried Jumkubai, her voice CJ·ack­
ing in indignation, while th e truant lay snoring off his 
excesses. D espite this, when the person to whom she 
was sold came in to demand his three rupee loan back. 
h e fotmd to his honor, that Jumkubai was far front 
perturbed nt having b een so callously given away­
that !>he in fact loved him dearly and would only re­
linquish her hold on him at a great price. This was 
what he eventually paid rather than entwine his fate 
with that of a virago such as }uml11bai, aqd the play 
ended with the last tnentioned rubbing her hand s in . 
glee nnd urging her hu sband to sell her more often. It 
was surely among the mo.st morally uplifting of the 
c.• \'C"ning's offerings! 

Solid Be11efits 

During the 1nterval that followed, one learnt some 
uf the solid benefits of being a judge-we were taken 
backstage and treated to chocolate cake and sand­
wiches. There were glimpses of boys traipsing around 
in various states of disarrav, those we had not seen 
some with their faces smeared in black and looking 
disconsolate. and tllOse such as Jumkubai, transformed 
from her regal heights to just a lanky schoolboy. Bits of 
scenery were being trltndled around and the air was 
punctuated with "Where's my moustache?" and "vVbo 
put the coffin h ere?'' avd "Move the tree further right.w 
~Any members of the audience who are late coming 

in .hom the interval must please wait nntil Nehru 
House's play is over," warned Ms Billimoria's before the 
Interval. Grim music filled the hall to herald in the 
third play entitled "l11e Seekers", and the curtains 
1/{ll ' llt'd tu a stage colomed inn lurid ~lnsh of piuk lil.(ht. 
"There~ is a moral to the play." Ms llillimoria had sa id 
in the introduction, making it the first serious produc· 
lion. With the advent of four sombre ligures hearing 
.l bulky coffin and a fifth leading them. tapping a 
heavy stick, this fact became immediately obvjous. 
Again taking place a few centuries ago, the plny dealt 
with three characters who scoffed nt the tncitum grave­
tliggers. "Wbo is Death?" tl1ey asl.c'd llippantly when 
one of the figures told thean that Itt· is a person no-onl.'> 
plnyc:d games with. D espite th ese din~ wamin~s, how­
t'\ ·cr, the fecklt:ss vr>amg men ( :111 ,mfnrhmately a mitfl 
\• j l lt'~lky 1 declch• to !il'I'K ollt Dt··atlt. with the iU.' \'jl.ahlt· 

, 1 It lh . .t l lw ' lo1l llll hi ·11 ··.,<·h tbnlll:!lltht' tn ·.t(•h,•p 
11f tbe •>lltL•r. ·.\ l> n purticulurJy tlr.unntk climn\ l h t• 
l ttlll0\1 thump of tlw fil'tl1 Ql'~t,.,._(Ji!!!!l' I'" ,(ir 1. wa-. 

( .• 111/111111 · ' ''" j lf f-0 
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MAN AT WORK 
('f!lis is the policy statement of the L iberal lntemational adopted at its recmf ocm/t:rt:IJC:f' of Jrd to 6th 
October in Florence. il committee:, of which your Editor runs a m embC'r, teas formed to look l11to t he pro 
blems of i\larl At 'Vork, and procl11ced the following slaWmcnl. ) 

THE LIBERAL 1NTERNATIONAL 
Declares that economic democracy is the corollary of 

political democracy: that a freer world cannot be con­
ceived without ending the a11enation of labour and 
preventing the s<>Cial emancipation of the employee; 

Recognises that today the very large majority of til(' 
world population has no right of influence at work. 
that in the industrialised world the positive effects of 
technological and economic dev0lopment are unfortu­
nately combined with negative effects sucl1 as large 
bureaucratic organisations, monotnnOlll:i work, psycho· 
logical stnin, noise, pollution. 

Desires U1at everything technically, economically 
' and socially possible within the established hamework 
of each country, should be tmclettaken in order to 
initiate, continue or extend a policy llf economic 
democratisation; 

Realises that no standard sdlution can be found fot 
all countries but that a policy, in order to be efficacious, 

must be global and must d eal at tlH.' same lime \vith 
the humanisation o.f labour, the methods of tile rcmu­
ueration and the democratisation of the company; 

Recommends that effort should be initiated to eo­
largt:: and enrich jobs, diminish tl1e use of excessively 
fragmented tusks ancl, in particular, production-line 
working; and set up working groups having a certain 
d egree of lechnical autonomy within the company; 

Declares that wages alone do not constitute and 
ndequate fuaancial counterpart on tl1e part of the com­
pnuy vis~a-vis the employees and that it is necessary 
to offer the employees the possibility of participati1.1g 
in the fnaits o£ the expansion of their company; 

Contcncls that a democratised company should be 
based on the principle of substitvtiog a dependent 
stahts which subordinates labour to capital, by a rela­
tionship of partnership, such tllat the employees parti­
cipate not only in the work, but also in the responsibi­
lity and the rcsnlts. 

HERE COMES THE JUDGE - Cout'd from page 8 

heard, as they slowly made their way back down the 
aisle and onto the stage to collect their grisly burden. 
A.t moments of high tragedy the audience was heard 
to munnur, ''Oh poor thing!" certifying that the even­
ing had provided ils quota of emotional depth. 

Nothing like rounding the evening off with another 
~ih1ation comedy, and "A Mate in Two" involved the 
inevitable results of playing with forces beyond one's 
control-in this case, women. The play had clearly 
been written in pre-Women's Liberation days, as 
Ms Billimotia warned, adrung, "it is after all a boys' 
school!'' Representing the bastion of male chauvinism 
was Joss, a bachelor fanner with an adipose, figure­
conscious housekeeper, Sarah by namo, who thought 
it necessary to punctuate every few sentences \Vith. 
"Enel!". His friend Sctl1 shortly c11tered the scene in a 
condition which (.:Ottld only be d escribed as pitilul. It 
was discovered that in a moment of drunken abandon 
( the evils of drink again! ) he proposed to the ,viJow 
next-door, even having gone so far as to have com­
mitted the ultimate indescretion, by kissing her. Being 
a somewhat retiring sort, he was covered in blushes: 
and the only way out Joss could see for him was to 
embroil himself further iu Lit~ tratntnc-ls ol sex. Thus­
qu ite by aC'cid£•ntl-the widow walked in to find Scl.h 
ln Snral1's .:unplP nn11s and as a result, soon lt>ft him to 
hi~ c·nrrfrrr C't ·lihnc\· (lncr tllt1rt'. 

VYt•!l 1\" ""'d I;" <t\' 11 ~\'lc·1" nl • ' alc 1.tlio11" ':1•1 
Ph1•n>~:a (lilt'(' we• w~,.,. hacksl:t~e .a ~:1i11 for tlw fin ,d 
rt•cknnin~. /\1 1)' nClti<ln thnl wt- wollld ~ imply ita,·<· 
h~···!t :l hl t In !t•(.d lit e• ' ''''~'''~ ;and :11!>1\\ I lac · ill:t tf( 1 IP 

st!ttle itself comfortably was destroyed since it was 
shortly demonstrated that we had all employed uur 
own personal techniques. Being resourceful, however, 
this small problem was surmounted by calling out our 
personal preferences and settling H1e vote by majority. 
When the teachers came in to enquire after our deli­
berations, we presented them \vith a fait accompli; 
tltere remained then only the question of who would 
make the little speech required at all these occasions 
and read out the results, but it was unanimously agreed 
tl1at Pheroza was best equipped for the purpose. 

A sea of upturned faces gazed stageward in anti­
cipation. H eightening the tension by reading the re­
sults out b ackwards, Pheroza worked upward through 
the vrizes to supporting actors. and leacling actors. A 
succe-ssion of boys came forward to collect their awards. 
~::xtend ing limb J1auds on whispered admonitions ft·om 
the Principal, and smiling shyly. There was a dramatic 
pause b efore the winning house was announced- a 
dozen voices called out their choice of winuer-and 
tlten a stom1 of applause broke out as "The Seekers" 
was named tl1e recipient of the Dramatics Trophy. 
FlashLights leapl to action, cheers broke out, gl'lrl:mds 
w~.:rc l•amkd out and tht· Principal a1a n•Hmct.'CI that 
tlwn• \\'011Id b< :1 laa lf holict:n· tlw m.•.xL dnv. Tl1c world 
uf naako·-hdic·vc• wlaida l1* l iH·iefl\' b N 'll hmu~ht int11 
o·'(i.~t<·n ('f' fndt>d l]ttic·kly a.; tlw vari~l'-' r hnnadC'l:S q•sick­
h ;s-,«111 11 rl tl to·il' I•' >1 -lif c• 1 po•c •l, 111d •!•'Ill In~ 0 11hi•l•· 
• an: J't'\'in~d into adin11 .11tcl the..; dlill ui~ht air si~nuled 
t"lw pa~sin~ 0f V<'t :n1nllwr yr·nr. nnot lwr clnlm:tlih; 
o tn;wlilmn. 



Reviews 
CONSEQUENCE OF MISCONCE~VED POLICIES 

P.L. 480 Aiel & India's Food Problems, B. R. 
Shenoy (Published by the Affiliated E ast-W est 
Press Private Limited, New Delhi, Pages 342, 
Price Rs. 00/-.) 

JN his lates~ book, Prof. Shenoy has e.~Joded many 
myths, wh1ch have been put into circulation to ex­

plain away the failures of the Government on the food 
front. H e docs not b elieve- and if rc.'lders will follow 
h is reasoning, they would also come to the conclusion­
that floods and droughts are not the main c-.tuses of the 
present food scarcity in l11c conn try. 1 le nlso d oes not 
believe that our food deficit is marginal, jf we take> 
into consideration the total nutritional requirement ol 
the country. While the market deficit is marginal, 3% 
to 5$ of the total production of the country. the nutri­
tional dcllcit is more than 20'~ of tl1c internal produc:­
tion. The gap between the market deficit and the nutri­
tional deficit is on account of the low purchasing power 
of a large percentage of our people) who arc unable to 
purchase adequate food for themselves even if the 
same is abundantly available in the market. The ulti­
mate aim of our policy should not only be to make 
good tho market deficit, but also the nutritional deficit. 
This latter deficit, though so large, that it cannot be 
c..'Overed by any scheme of food imports, i'i not beyond 
the capacity of Indian agriculture to make up, if it is 
gi\·en its due shru·e of credit and capital ... 

Prof. Shcnoy bas compared lhc per hectare yidcls of 
important crops in I ndin with the average yields in 
other countries, as well as thC' vields on d emollSh·atiun 
plots in India, and h ns come "to tlw conclusion, that 
there is tremendous scope for increasinl! agricullurnl 
production in Tndia. According to ltim, ''Even simple 
innovations are known to briug ample reh1ms. ·"' 
survey in M ysore, conducted a d ecade ago, showed 
that b etter quality seeds alone added 7-15% to the out­
-put of rice; transplantintt. in place nf hroancastin~. 
20-25%; rot:lting pnddy with gram, l:l-5{}':., aml pr<; t & 
disease control, 10$. Improved ploughine;, uwrc ferti­
lizers, and better irrigation-fol' all of which Lheru i:. 
considerable scope-could raise yiE'Id~ still higl1er. Suu­
"equent shtdirs of a simil,u· lUnd !taw rerwateclly 
restated the same story-abundant scope for st<'pping 
up yields. Any one of the iml">rovements listed in tl1e 
Mysorc ~urvey shouJd yield mnrc- than 6~ incro•aso• in 
production and altogether cancel the mark<>t deficit ill 
fnod supply. An extensive ~>cu,utifk managt•tru· t~l n! 
the soil and usc of manure It rti\izer:-., .llld wain "hnllld 
t nahlc exports ol foocl~r:tin 111 pl:lc,· of in1pnrl\". 

\ ; ,;,J~">ill'.~ all til<' ,tllt·~~·d '•''" '" 11 f l),,•)t l' k1' I ~ ~~~ "' 

,,f I oC~. '' •,ri 1 1t tr. I 11 I " 1 • ,,,J '"I d •• lo, 
l'l·lr. in c-luclin~ iltilt·r:tc·r. I d .d i~ ,,, 11\• ·rt •, ),, I t~ I "' 

tllo~ !.~mclily of t'CI\1'~ all(( otlt• l '"h(ld l\t .tiiiJlHitt·" • I 
. , olqt f rr Ill ol,' 11 oo I II' ! ' ' tl 

h1ral progress. He says: "The backwardness of Indian 
agriculture cannot reasonably be attributed to the 
subjective qualities of the Indian farming community. 
TI1e spread and success of I IYVP is sufficient demon­
lib·ation, tha t the subjective attributes are not a major 
obstacle to the rapid growth of Indian agric\tlture, and 
the expansion of food production. We have seen, that 
wheat farmers as a whole, did not respond fatalisti­
cally to the PL 480 dumping of wheat and later to the 
~cssation of wheat dumping. They reacted very much 
hke seasoned entrepreneur fa rmers, who are eminently 
cost-price conscious . - . . Indian fatmers are no less 
interested in raising two blades of cereals, where only 
one 6'1_'CW bdore-thereby increasing their incomes­
than farmers in materially advanced countries." Tn 
sllpport of his view, Prof Shenoy has quoted the.• 
examples of Ludhiana and Tanjavur districts. In 
Ludhiana, in the Sfth year of HYVP, as mucl1 as 95.59$ 
of the total wheat area in the district was covered by 
this programme and the p er hectare yield was 32.8 · 
quintals, higher than tl1e avemge for Europe (28.5 
quintals) clming tbe same year. In 1965-66 the averaae 
yield of wheat in Ludhiana was 18.75 quintals p~r 
hectare. The HYVP pushed up the yields in the dist­
rict by 75% in five years. The same success story was 
repeated in Tanjavur in South India, where the hold 
of tradition on life is stronger than in the North. Tanja-
' ur farmers did not lag behind in plumping for higher 
yielding vnrieties of seeds. "TI1ey did this in double 
quick time. There was mass conversion of land under 
rice in Tanjavut· from one crop to two crops, at lightn­
ing speed ; with the coming of the HYV rice strain ADT 
27, the double crop area rose from ~ to ~ of the total 
<~rca of 1.2 million acres in the district." 

P1·of. Shenoy has produced in his book massive d ata 
to establish tilat agriculture has b een neglected in the 
plans, and denied its due share of capital and credit. 
Public seclor undertakings have been appropriating the 
bulk of tho available investment resources, though 
their contribu tion to the nati.onal income has been 
warginal, rangin g from 3.5% in the first plan to 6.5% 
in the annual plans period, 1966-69. In the First Plan, 
tl1c• public sector took 46% of the total resources. The 
puhlic sector share rose to 55~ in the Second Piau. 
and its share is placed at 62~ in the Third Plan. 60% 
in tho Fourth Plan, and 66$ in the Fifth Plan. Even 
in private sector iovesbnents, share of non-agricultural 
p.trt row from 79.8(6 ill the Serond Plan to 80.5% in the 
Third Piau, uml i~ placed at 82.2$ in the Fourth Plan. 
Prof. Shcnoy had concluded, 'The facts regarding lh(' 
t' .til,thilit v of illVt''>lmcnt resources to t11e farm sector­
.. ,., lhl· p .tt't' of capital fornmlion on fam1s aucl tlw 
,upply of agricu llllral inputs-are glaringly al varianc• 
\\ it I. th• nffir·i tl prnf, . ..,!> itll1s of priority intt•rcsts in ngri· 

l·tor,tl ,11'\o•loptlWI\1" 
J'l,,. Jl•<llll\1 t ',, l 1111 ll o<lWIIaJis ,l l .. ul, t h· lltlllol\cl 

1 ial hanks \\ ould provide :t<kqual<' ~.:redil to u!.(ril'nl 
n~: • 1 1 1 •l '' tl• ·d:oli o.:t·rl Tl tnttL!_h thr tHIItl l •t'l' ''' 
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branches of commercial banks m the rural areas h as 
nearly trebled in three years from 1969-1972, the 
ndvance-deposit ratio in rural centres has slightly de­
clined, and was 41 .6%, as compared to 83.1% in "bigger 
cen tres", i.e., those with populations above 25,000. The 
rural branch offices, in the words of Prof. Shcnoy, 
"instead of being so many t aps, pouring credit into the 
market for farm loans, are really so many suction 
pumps drawing funds away from the mral sector into 
the industrial sector.'' 

Prof. Shenoy, like other economists, seems to be con­
cerned only with the availability of credit, but from 
the fanner's point of view, mere availability is not 
enough. Tlw re shoultl also be scope for its profitable 
11tilization. Pumping out of funds ft-nm rural to urban 
ccntrc:>s, through the nationalised banks is an· indica­
tion lhut fanning is uol so paying as are other non-

. f::tnning en terprises. The economists of the country 
should now be getting n1ore concerned about the credit 
utilization capacity, of farmers. For examplt>, can a 
farmer of 20-25 acres earn enough to pay off withjn 5 
years, a loan of Rs. 35,000 required for a tractor, to­
gether with interest accrued on it, at 12-15~ per annum 
sad also meet his current family ex-penses? Or, can n 
farme.r hope to remain in business for long, who applies 
the fu ll recommended doses of fertilizers, and pesti­
cides at their inflated prices, and is forced to sell hjs 
produce at the low procur<'ment price fixed hy the 
Government. 

Next to capital and credit starvation of agriculture, 
Prof. Shcnoy holds the Price & Procurement Polic>· 
of the Government responsible for !;tagoation in agri­
cultural production. lie is of the view, that the Covem­
naent policy is charncteriseu by the following three 
rn isconceplions ~ 

F irst, t11at the problem of food shortage can be 
tackled with conlidence if Government could build up 
from domestic production- through compulsory levies. 
monopoly procurement, confiscation or open market 
purchases - large enough reserves that could be mobi­
lized to meet undue scarcities, and to prevent prices 
I rom gelling out of hands. This is not a valid propo- 1 

"itio11, hcc.111~c the problem is of ag~rl·~atc demand. 
In such a sil11ation. there can be no surplus from cur­
rent production {or anyone to collect and mobilize. 
Prof. ShC'l'\oy could have gone further and said, a11y 
attempt lo compulsorily procure stocks, which bear no 
rl'latiou to tol"i1l production in the couJllry, and which 
are not surplus of the rural n<.>cds is nn :lltcmpt to 
"tan•c thl" rural people for tlw sake nf HlliH' vocal scc-
11011~ 1d rl u.• population. 

St•colltlly l11at n priet" rhc rll.tj ue c:on<·<:tt-<.1 hy nnli­
h<nrdit•~ metlamh. Cili11~ 11..- "'anrpl, ,,r UH· luudr 
pii i Jit~·rtt•d Opt•r;attoro l >l'lto.tnlll rl!, IH I ' I' 111 Jrrw '71 
"''I 'I"'' 111 _ Ia~~~~~ ~ ul '" i.h '~' '•"··· l"' tl:> 11l l£.,pua 
\ l.11icli l '11tf "-Iiiii'' I, , ,I '" 11 rio II o· , ·pt I ••• h111 
1111l hall \\'1'1'\; 'i d1 11 in•.! 1\ J,; ,.), P•''"' \. d,., lt111l. 1'1 '11'1 lh1 
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prices not only recovered. but rose very much higher 
than in the pre-dehoarding period, and were quoted 
at Rs. 185 per quintal on 26th June against the pro­
curement price of Rs. 105. Anti-hoarding measures are 
no corrective to rising prices. Once ma rkets recover 
from the panic, prices continue to reflect lhe p revail­
ing state of the uncovered market d eficits and inlla­
tion, however drastic the police action may be against 
hoarding. The only way to contain high prices is to 
~top inllation and to make good the market deficit, 
either through higher production or imports. 

And thirdly, that fanners should have no reason to 
<.:oanplain, i.f they receive for their produce, a price that 
covers cost and brings a "reasonable" profit. TI1is is the 
hasis on which the Agricnllural Prices Commission 
oper:ltc~. But tllis basis is a llogcthcr inadmissihle in 
case of agriculture, because whl\t is considered "reason­
able" in case of industzy is totally "inadequate and un­
reason able" in case of agriculture due to t\vo good 
reasons. First, in industry, the processes of production 
arc either mechanical, or chemical. which are very 
much under h uman cont1·ol, whe.rcas in agriculture. 
I he processes are biological, which are not yet fully 
nndcr human control. To cover the uncertainties and 
risks of agricultural production, u much higher margiu 
nf proot needs to he allowed. Serondlr, in agriculture 
l' lw units q( production are so small, that unless the 

fANTA5Y fupr~~5~1iNGS f~ C M 
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profi t murgin is gn•ut, .tgrit•t.llurul ftlmilics will nut ht• 
able to survin~ at nny humt\n st.mdard of living. 

The above three misconceptions ha,•c led tn a 
biza.JTC situation for farmPrs. l n the words of Prof. 
Shcnoy, "\ Vheat farming has not become merely bad 
htL~iness; it 111uy also bring the farmer in serious dilli­
eulties with thE' la\Y. If h e :.tocks more than the pres­
cribed quantities of his produce, he engages in an anli­
o;ocial activity, 'boarding'; if he directly sells the pro­
duce to retailers or consumers beyond certain limit~ 
ho is a ' black-m~tdceteer', if he transports wl1cnl to n 
nrighbouring district or state, '"hich has l ~t:c11 dct:lar­
IJd a deficit one, he is a 'smuggler'. and, i11 tem1s of the 
lo.lcst ordinance on the subject, his wheal, the con­
tainer, and the vehicle, an may be confiscated to thr 
President of India; and if he transports the grain lo 11 

m:mdi in a truc·k. in preference to the le.~s efficient 
modes of transport. he once a11;ain attracts the char~c of 
smuggling.' ' 

Prof. Shenoy has fully dealt with capital starvation 
of agricullun: on account of wrong priorities jn th<' 
plans, and also on account of price and p rocurement 
polidcs of the Go,·cmmcnt. But he has fail ed to tak{· 
note of the prevention of capital formation within the 
ngricultural sector. on accoWlt of heavy ta.xation, both 
direct and indir<'ct. even on those farrne rs, w]IOM· 

m11sic ;, ltis ear~ 
17-ris enthralling sound of ~t·atcr 
gushing out of a Jyoti pump­

This vibrant sound of clear grains 
surging from a Jyoti Thresher 

Both these a re exhilara ting experiences 
for a Kisao and a Kisan's joy is J yoti's reward. 

"VOTI VERTIC AL T URBINE PUMP 
"YOTI MIL LET THRESHER 

quollly ' ' ""' """" @ Jyoli Uonilod. """" l 
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nttnntD <trc 11 \J l toxnb1c ttJH.l aLo;o of the everlasting 
tlar(!Ht uf more rnul more land refonns ·which have com­
pll' trly sapped tl1c .Slnse of security amongst farmers 
regarding their laud uwnership, and which is in no 
smt~U mcas••re, respo11siblc for pumping out of funds 
from mral to urhan cenb·es. 

Jnspite of mjnor commis.sinns-which is natural, 
hccausc no single book can CO\'Cr all the aspects of 
a~riculturc-Prof. Shcnor 's la test hook is the best 
rc;lcling for anyone, wl1o is inte rested in acquiring an 
iusight into tJ1e s tate of agricultme in India today. ]I 
it were possible, this book deserves to be made a com­
pulsory reading by a ll the ·legislators iu the country. 
whose failure to lay do\\1t sound agricultural policies 
i~ mainly responsible for the t>couomiv mess in whicl1 
wt· flnd ourselvt>s todav. 

B. P. S JNCll 

HAn O L]) DA1'S t\CAIN 

\Vlwl Price a Free Pres~? The Statesman Case. 
( ed.) V. V. John and A. B. Shah, ( Nachiketa Pub­
lic<Hions Ltd., Calc·~tlt<l , 1974, pp. 135, Ils. 12/-. ) 

I N one respect I nclin h;IS not changed since the bad 
old British days and thnt is with rcga.rd to the frec­

tlo"' nl the press. Aftcr independence the Party in 

lh,d• :, " h. '' d • Uhl I'~·. • •1 t11 i • t ,,,. h'lu • II11J•I t .:l ~l"lot • • l ·t h'I 111J ~ 
• ' .1 • "I"'" • I 111 l ftf•'' o \ t.nlr 1 • \1 , • I 1 , -. ~ 111 • ' 1 
Tt'" I,,,,,,! • \, ,11!,,.,,,,,,1 
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power has always viewed the press with some con­
cern and attempts were made from lime to time to 
browbeat it. One favourite way of bringing the press 
to heel was to withdraw advertisements: parties, such 
as the DMK have taken to more severe measures to 
curb the unfriendly journals and with a couple of 
notable exceptions the Party has succeeded in muzzl­
ing the press. The International Press Institute has 
observed that the press in I ndia is no longer independ­
ent as it was immediately after independence. 

One chink in the press am1our ( tJ10ugh t lus is no 
chink at all according to the reviewer ) llas been that 
in India the daily prestigious press is an industry. It 
does employ a mm1ber of people, has enormous capi· 
tal assets and shares many characteristics of a well­
oiled industry. One sees nothing culpahlc nbout this, 
for a sin1ilar tJ1iog happens in other democratic count­
ries as well. Colle are the days when a newspaper can 
be what it perhaps was at some distant past. If there 
is a paper that once was small (say the Guardia11) it has 
a tendency to grow with the years. In India where 
everyone is a socialist, bigness in everything except in 
government and public undertaking is a sin. There­
fore encouragement must be given to smaller papers 
even if it be at the cost of the fre-edom of the larger 
ones. Simultaneously, attempts have been made to in­
fluence newspaper men, especially those in positions 
of authority through rewards , blandishments. threats 
and attempts at removal. 

I t ""ill be difficult in our country to instance defini­
tively things tl1at can he regarded as attempt~ to muz­
zle the press. Dut over the years, several thin~s have 
happened and these together have effectively frozen a 
great deal of initiative among our pressmen. r n this 
respect ''the public" and the goverrunent seem to work 
in hannony; the management too seem to oblige. 
Removal of editors or suspending them, orgaruzed 
break 11p of newspaper offices by rowdy ~public" 
crowds ( but tl1e police remaining ineffective) with­
drawing advertisements from selected newspapers. 
political figures condemning "'the jute pres~··, orga~ 
nized dcmonstrations ag,linst ''oO'cnclin~" mporters, all 
these result in a situlttion, wiH·t\.' llherly is tlw first 
casualty. 

Fortunately, the newspapers h:tvC' fmtght ill the 
courts and at least in two important recent (.'Uses hav<' 
vindicated their rights. The present book tmdcr 
review, relates to 11 case that was lost hy thC' Sfatcsma11 
agninst the Govf'rnment of India. The Gow·rnmcnt of 
Inui;t nppointt><l a ~.·otnmitlcE· in Apl'il 1072 111td, , 
Profcss,,r B. l!ott ~t to VP t t"i''~' in\fl the ~~eonomic' of 
01-'\~<.papt•l''> . Tl w Sfal r•::.·ma11 fllt-d n sttit l'CCpwstin ~ for 
a W t'tl ol III<IIHl itll lll ~ 1'1 n·~lt'• ti" Jlt r• Cr)ttnnilt•·~· lrnno 
J'' "' , ... tj;" . ' ,;, , , " · til'\ l' .... lt .,, ,.,," "'If 
Ct'OllOHl)i in t1 llC'\VSflnPL' I' j, not :1 IIIHtkr tlO 1\ lti<•h tht'l'r' 
co•tld 1:1' a llnfflt•cl p :tttcn t- for difi'Prcnl cntqrnrif'.!' oJ 
Ol'W~p.q1• I<; ), 1. Ji [f,•n ttl l]lt'' 1! • ' .pt•rtrlibll't• rlllll 
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large newspapers have to incur lru·ge expenditures on 
many items like news correspondents which may not 
be incurred by smaller newspapers. I t also cited pres­
sures brought upon the newspaper by the Registrat• 
of Companies. H is enquiries into the Managing Direc­
tor's expenses in Delhi was one of the Instances "to 
pressurize the newspaper into u particular frame of 
mind." Discrimination into the contravention of the 
law with regard to distribution of advertisements was 
agai11 cited. It questioned the composition of the COJO­

mitlt't' , the tc·1·ms of refcn•ncc, as constihtting bias 
against the Statesman. It also alleged that the Govern­
ment was hostilely disposed to the newspaper. It 
argncd that there was a threat to its rights. The judg­
ment did not countenance these allegations and beJel 
that tlw committee has been set up legally and tlw 
govemment harl not acted mala fide against h\l'ger 
newspapers. _ 

Though the case was technically lost by the 
Statesman, the interested public is entitled to know t11e 
g rounds on which the case was contested and argued. 
There are references of past cases, particularly the 
Sakal and the Bennett Coleman cases wluch have 
figured in our battles for the freedom of the press. The 
book is a valuable addition to the meagre literature 
available on the problems faced h y the press in a "deve­
loping" country. It originally was issued as an entire 
issue of the ioumal Quest. 

R. SlUNlVASAN' 
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\\' AH ON FARM Efe:; - Cont'd 1m111 Illig<' J 

Lightening the net in their area~ not mcrely will we 
raise resources for development but also reduce hoard­
ing and restrain inflation. which is the other major 
factor hehind the shortage of fuml~ for puuHc invest­
ment." 

Thus the growth of l ndia's socialistically orienteu 
economy has reacl1ed a point where tvvo things are 
absolutely inevitable, if its process of growth is to be 
kept up. These are heavy fiscal burden on fanners and 
nationalisation of trade in grain along with i.ts cOtl· 

comitatl t. monopoly procurement of output from the 
proclut:ers. Bul this is the itlevit;tblc fate of the fan11ing 
community in all processes o£ sodalist transfonm\tion 
that have taken place in history. 

Fni'e of Middle Classes 
' 

We are not going to be an exception. India's econo-
mic history has reached such a stage where the ct•lti­
vator must allow himself to be economically mined in 
C)rder to provide investment for the core industry in 
the public sector. Concurrently, this too i~ going to b e 
the fate of other stratas of middle and lower classt·s 
pursuing inclcpcmdcnl avocation.~ . 

TI1e economic offensive against th~ farmers is closely 
integrated with its political counterpart. For one. the 
discontentment generated in this community by the 
exploitive and expropriative measmcs of the govern­
luenl is too formidable (or the govcmment to allow an) 
other course open for it t:Xcept to liquidate the com­
munity politicaJJy. For another and a deeper reason. 
viable ]and-holders constitute perpetual obstacles to 
~ociatistic transformation . They give birth to a number 
of mighty forces which are authentically related to the 
inteJests of socialistic development because of their 
unlimited potential to generate independent local 
leadership and to encourage individuation of human 
personality and its ahility to assert its rights ancl fre~o· ­
dom. 

Evidently. ideology as well CIS the force or cirCIIlll · 
slances has made our govemmeut committed to social 
and political liquidation of the st>lf-employed middle 
dass of which the viable farmers constitute an over­
whelming part. So far, legal measures prcdominatc' cl 
the efforts to attain this objective. Off and on, the gov­
ernment· has been trying social wuapons, wielding them 
all alone or in accompanilnent with the Comm1mi~t 
Partv. But lhl~ need to reinfon:v le~al llWasmes witlt 
soci~ l tactics is now hein~ felt with compelling 11rgenc ·~ 
hccaust> of th<' rising ten1po nf pc)pular n ·,·olt agui11:;t 

soc·ialist policies. Thic; <'xplllim wlw 1'\:1rP r'\ < .111111 l1 .• 
tk~·idc ·d ''P"" ll l• ' ' ~c.; uJ till' l .1t 'lit :. ul lr;lt l';f unllit ~ 
c·as lt· difl·,,n ;nt'l' ilt rotrrd t'Ottlltlllllily i11t11 !.·lu<;s Stl'll l!.td•· 

"'' a llalitllllt'l ~c·: tl l' \ Htt~td"'' nf r•·ht·:n,n l« ,,f tl 1i ..; 1·11'1 
·,~ han· I•· <'11 • tlt'f 'l ''~fll l h ·;1·1 '~1"1 rlnri n ~ n·r·•·111 nH•~tlll· 

in Ctrjarat1 West Benga~ and U.P. This has emboldened 
the Congress to wield this tactics on a n ational scale. 
The importance of lhe new weapon was articulated a t 
Narora in the political thesis in these words: ''Funda­
mentally the present political situation and the threat 
to den1ocratic: institutions arisen from the still unresolv­
e-d battle between the social groups and classes which 
have henefitted immensely !'rom the growth process 
and refuse to part \ovith a portion of their gains and the 
social fort:es which are seeking through the mediation 
o[ the-· Congress a satisfacti011 of their basic needs''. 
Barooah, the pro-communi.'>t Congress President, ful'­
the•· t'lucidating the Jtew approach, pointed that the 
Congress has to wage its battle both inside and outside 
thC' pnrlian1ent and legislative assemblies by mobilising 
l'he working masses, the rural p nor and the inclush·ial 
workers and youths. 

.'\1'1ificial Tra11sfonnatio11 

The p1·edominanl ehn.racter of this mobilisation 
has been laid down in tJw 13-poiot programme 
whicl1 lays special importance on holding dishict 
conferences of agricn ltural Ia hourers and mral poor 
and the involvement of Congre,o;s youths and volunt­
eer-; in them. Tn other words. the political situation 
oF the c:ountry ha~ entered a !>'tage which can he. hasi­
L'ally t:banH:tt•rised b~, a g;ovem ment aided process 
of transfom1ation, involving the use of aU sorts of ar ti­
ficial metl•ods, of rural caste difference into the flames 
of clnss war. The. intensitv of these flame~ mav not b e 
•;;o forhiddin~. as tlt<:'re wn·•,ld be mure propaganda than 
nu·nl ~<>cial tf'nsion. But what is really dangerous i~ 
that ~IIC'h Hll i'XttcerhatiOI1 of SOCial tensiOnS, Lll the 
abs<'nt:c· of' a correct tactics on the part of democratic 
fnrce.s . rHay create an atmosphere congenial for the 
genclannery of tht• Cnngrc>ss to cond11ct raidc; on the 
hearth and farm of leading sections of fam1ing com­
IHUnit~· hn,llilial (' :lllrl t l c lli ~rn rlr tlwir family member~ 
Hnrl tlwrehr clenH1ndise them inlt) suhrnis~ion to th C> 
ttHJn,,h•r 1 l~ 1 ''talilarintti,Jll . T IHI'c' nl' Hw ill'liiS of 1:3 
point Namra programme whkl1 aiml' to pnwide eco­
nomit· relid lo tlu: mral p(IOr nrt·. on [ace of it, a piec·c• 
of highly clishouesl polil iml girnmicry, due to thc­
ah~enc:c· of fin ancial resources or their implementation. 
13ullhLTl' b ,t nll'lhncl in II lis rna<..luc~s: a lllelltod whit·h 
:1i111~ :1 1· ] )(' I'Pl'l~tal io11 of political power. Tl is a th inly 
rlisg1,isr·d cOllll l llllli~tif' nJCJ\' t• lo c•nn' vlass war lt' tlw 
c·rH Jtltry-,idt• 

Tltc · lt•ad! ''lllj> of ll1i' t11m c II Will lor clc •IIHH' I':t l' \ 

'"' '" '\\ c' \•d\ t~ l ttJ"ll '''"'' .d .. ~h e· plioril\ In 
lfu ' " , , 1!11 f.,tlt tillt l•lt ll l tt ll ll ih i, if, bt o.td 
1·-;t fl''"'~'' '' 'll\t ', ,111d l111\ r I h e• visiton .ntd (~tp;wily to 
J'll ••ll •:c11•l1 It ''' .t• cl'• '''I'''"'' nl ,od~l ll \' jc; ,>J:ttinl! 
•l11· "l'! '"ri''PI· , .tl 1, ... 11, '" •!• ttin•' d .,.J,ttt•h •. ~ ••;cda ted . 



Letters 
Churlish 

OU H policy towards lsro:te l has been such that we 
have f<til t:d to take advan tage of the agricultural 

progress by that country. with particular referenct: to 
irrigation, cleselt reclat1Jation ,wd small-sea lP indus­
tries. 

May I t•i te u ft.:w instances in which Israel's gene­
rous offers to us in tht• past were rejected without 
t!Ven a word of app reciation? Dr vVeizmann offC'rCrl 
in 1D..J7 to send three l'Xperls to l lldia-o11e on ferti­
Jizttni. a second on soil conservation, and a third 011 

cf;opcratiw• farming. I conve):ed tlw offer to 1\ I r Nehru 
who n~ £irs! showed inlere't bul taler told me that· h{' 
I'Onld not get 1anlann Azad'~ assent. 

\ Vhen ( was a member of the University Grants 
Commission ( 1862-68). I was asked br the Israeli 
Consul in Bomb;.~y "vhetl1er loclia woldd be wilJjng to 
send the Vice-Chancellors of three agricultural univt:r· 
sities as guests of the Israeli Government so that they 
tnig hl :o.c·c Cor themselves the kind of agt·icultural re­
search being done in the A~ricultuTaJ l'lest".lrt:h 1nsU· 
tnte 1wm Td·A\ h . 1 was informed by the UGC Chair· 
man that the CoYemment was not willing to a(·cept 
tl1e invitation and the matter was dropped . 

. \ j ewish fannt'r, who hatl ad1ieved remarkable rc­
:.ulls in his farm in l.sr:wL t:alled on me ill New Delhi 
ILUd o(feretJ to Spend SOIJ1e years lll najasthan Hnd grow 
goocl quality datt>s, olives nncl ritru:; l'n1its. 1 Look him 
10 lhe i\linister of State for Agriclllturc> :lt tlw titne b1 
discuss details. By a c:oincitleuN•, llajastban's \linistcr 
of Agriculture ente1·ed the room and aftt:r listening tn 
the discussiou, offered LhL· fanner n plot of lantl ol 
abnut 30 acres with all f:lciUti<:s lc.t c:arrv ou t l1i :> l.'\­

perime11L~. Tlte farmer made one stipnla.tion: tl~<1t lw 
should be left undisturbeu for 6v{' years and nvl 
asked to leave I ndia until the c::xpiry of Lltat period. 
That assurance was not forthcoming f1·om th(' Govem­
IIIC•nt and tlte nlfet· was rejected . 

It \11"' 1\\11 

Why This Insult? 

WHY did tht' C owmm<.:nl waul to pt'u\'t 'li l brad 
honl partkip<{WI~ i.t1 the: Wotld Tablo Tcnni:. 

< ~ h:m lpiollship? 111e reason, we- are told~ is not sporl 
hnt pnlilics. Rut {'V('Il on political considerations wla:n· 
);i lf· ln h:H·), t <111ght l1> lll' H10 moLi\·atin~ fa<'tor, this 

tht:ntsclves hom tbis c..lecisiou. Let tt1e Israelis kuow 
that we are emb:1rrassed by nur Govemmenfs attitude. 

\ f II HJI SF-., 

< ;ak•Hll:a 

On Murdering Children 

1 am a Tibetan refugee anJ can, to <.t certain extent. 
understand Lhe plight of thu Palestinians. l3ul I feel 
di~gusted and sickenetl by their deliberate murder of 
innoccmt Israeli children, their cowardlv destruction of 
pmperty and the killing of people frm~ countries that 
hnvl' done no harm to lhe Palestinians. To me, Yas.scr 
Arnfnt and his colleagues are just spoiled brats who, 
when denied sometl1ing, smash nntl tear whatever they 
ean lay their hands on. 

We Tibetans have long foug.ht against the Chinese 
army. 1t is a di.fficuJt war, and it is made no easier by 
the rules of conduct and ethics insjsted upon by ow­
leader, His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Yet no nation 
can ever be built witl1out a firm moral foundation- and 
no mora·l principle c:an ever condone the deliberate 
slattglator of innocent women and children. 

J) I Ill 1':\ IIISttla 

[.\ .\n A-"G Nunou 
( H~pto<.luc:ed frorn 'ffnw } 

«h ·c·hil ln b in<'\.jlli• .1hl• ~.·I 
\\ ' lu1t h,t:. ['>r.wl th .l tll ' In lll('l'il I hi~ insnll ',., (I \\ :\' fit#! 

1'-l m'l \d i il' lt l'i' Jit•al t•dlv nll; •t t•d It ~ IH•Ip al liiHt'l- 11l 
, d•;i .. ' •olh ;,, l'lli.'1 1111 1 d i1d11•·. '' "' H·""tl ' J,, It ' 11 
,, ldc·h wa' tlllt'l' l't'l ttonio ll'l l ~ turrwd dm' n h~ •1111' iiiiiiiiiiiiieilflil 
Cn, ('1111 n; •ut. 

' I l it' l tod i.ltt prr·• <, llttl ilt · (1'1\lli• 111 11 ~1 tl•""' i ol1 
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WITH MANY VOIC"ES 
·-rhc deep 

!\loans rouud with many voices. Come! my friends, 
'Tis 110t too lnte to seek a newer word." 

- Termvsou. 

'We con1e now, brethren,· said the Scots divine in 
the story, 'to a verra considerable deefeeculty. Let u.s 
look it squarely in the face, and pass on.' 

- The Economist, Novernher 16. 

Tanks are not the only danger to d en1ocracy: the 
greater peril is the d emagogy that leads to the tanks. 

- Prime Minister Karamanlis quoted i11 

-T/re Economist, November 23. 

U TLant dead had done what U Thanl alive did not 
and could not clo: his body had sparked a popular 
uprising. 

- H,1jn1ohan Gandhi iu Himmat. 
December 20. 

'.Beta car banata bai, Ma bekar banati hai', 
"Indira, Bakhia aur Mastan: milke !uta H industan .' 

-Slop;ans quoted in the Indi.an Express, 
December 29. 

The whole of our economy is mon: adjusted to res­
pond to market forces than to regulations. TI1is is said 
by a Social D emocrat. TI1e deeper you get into regnJn ­
tions the deeper you get into red tape nnd the more you 
hamper the dynamic development of your economy. 

-Chancellor HeJmut Schmidt 'lnoted it1 
Nalio1Wl Rec·iew. October 11. 
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The writing is on southern Afri•..:a's wall-in black 
on white. 

-The Economist, D ecember 21. 

For a believer in free markets like The Economist , 
consideration of import controls is as unpleasant as 
eating gruel. 

- The Economist, De()()mher 21. 

Ethiopia has caught the Robe.spierre fever. 
-Tlze Economist, November 30. 

Reading Mr. Wilson's speeches is like an exercise in 
Kremlinology. 

- The Economist, November 30. 

Society's new under-dogs, the self-employed. 
- The Economist, November 30. 

\Ve are, areu 't we. an egalitarian society in the 
Pil!Clari sense, very indigeuous, very authentic. 

-Rnmcsh T hnpar in Economic ancl Political 
W eekly, December 14. 

T he biggest room in the world is the roow for im ­
provement. 

-Chancellor Schmidt qnotcd in The Economist, 
December 7. 

It is a sobering thought that nvo years' worth of oil 
money surpluses would be equal to the entire sum of 
direct i1wcstments made over all the year.s by Ame ri­
can cnrporations abroad. The dcfi Amt-rican was a 
Heahilc compared with the defi Opec. 

-Tile Economist, Del:ember 7. 

For every worker it employs, British Leyland makes 
sLx cars a year. Continental producers makf' twice that. 
Tn Jnp:m Niss:m mnkcs 37 cars per worker. 

-The Economist, December 7 . 

C11111· will nHtk• · '" pnwPrful; butter will only make 
ns fat. 
Mar~hn! l!Pn n:1111t c;, .... ·itl!.: 'l"tllNI in TIIP Econnmi . .,l 

n e•cPmh(:l' "; 

'\ nl ' ill< '<· the days •)~ t\dPtHI\H'r .111d D11lles ha' P 

J\llnt• ·md \\o .1 ~l lin•,!l 'l 1 '>t'r·n• ,.d '""''' in ft11l!' . 

-Tlw P r•wflm ;.,·t 0 Pt'(>m hC'r -; 
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