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THE ROLE OF THE PRESS IN INDIA 
M. R. Maeani 

There has been little controversy about the seven 
point Delhi Declaration on "Press Freedom in India 
and Democracy" released on N ovember 26, 1977, at 
the concluding session of the Conference organised by 
the International Press Institute and the Friendrich­
Naumann-Stiftung of West Germany, the text of 
which was published in our January issue. 

The only item to which exception appears to have 
been taken - by none other than the Union Mini­
ster for Information and Broadcasting - is the second 
item which claims for the press "the inalienable right 
to an adversary role". 

Mr. L. K. Advani demurred on this point imme­
diately after the Declaration was presented to him 
at the Conference by your Editor on behalf of a small 
group of newspapermen wh~ had drafted it. Mr. 
Advani chose to revert to th1s matter on December 
10 while addressing the Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute in New Delhi. According to the Sunday 
Standard of 11th December 1977, "dissociating with 
the International Press Institute's recent New Delhi 
seminar view that the press everywhere is a watch 
dog and adversary of the Government, he sa~d the 
situation in India is totally different. Where 1s the 
question of Government confrontation :Vith the_ press 
in areas of national development, particularly m the 
social, economic and agriculture sphere? . . . . . . In _the 
Indian context, the journalist is not a mere veh1cle 
of information, but is an educator. His social re­
sponsibility should not be lost sight of.'' 

In view of this revival of controversy by the 
Minister, it becomes necessary to question his un­
fortunate attempt to differentiate between freedom of 
the press in developed as distinct from underdeve­
loped countries like India and also to remove a 
misunderstanding under which he seems to labour. 

Let it be said without any cavil that freedom of 
the press can not differ or vary from one kind of 
country to another. In any free society, freedom of 

the press should be absolute and subject only to the 
laws of libel, obscenity and treason. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Morarji Desai , did in 
fact happily accept this position in the excellent 
address he delivered to the IPI conference a day 
earlier on November 25. He described the press as 
one of the four pillars on which the mansion of demo­
cracy stood and stressed that "the right to dissent 
was the key principle of democracy". While assuring 
the press that he would not touch it or do anything 
to bring it under Government influence or control, the 
Prime Minister rightly stressed that the freedom of 
the press could in the final analysis only be main­
tained by the press itself. 

Mr. Advani, who had a fine record as a journalist, 
should be careful not to fall for the vulgar Marxist 
thesis that the standards and values of freedom prac­
tised in the Western Democracies can be lowered 
and diluted with impunity in countries of the Third 
World like ours . That was precisely Mrs. Gandhi's 
excuse for her authoritarian regime and for the So­
viet support given to it. On the contrary, the more 
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Between You b Me and The Lamp Post

Curiouser And Curiouser
The |anata Government's position in regard to

the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution is getting
curiouser and curiouser and is reminiscent of the old
jingle :

"That is how the world ends,
Not with a bang but a whimper".
Step by step, the fanata .Government is being

pushed down a slippery slope as a result of the trap
it so unwisely devised for itself. From total repeal to
repeal of most of the Amendments to partial repeal
by the consent of the Congress Opposition, we have
now reached the stage where only four out of scores
of objectionable changes are being undone by the
44th Amendment Bill which was introduced by the
Law Minister in the Lok Sabha on December 16, thus
giving legitimacy to by far the greater part of the
infamous 42nd Amendment.

The only consoling part of this sad story is that
even supporters of the Government in the Lok Sabha
used the occasion of the debate in Parliament to pro-
test against this backsliding.

Echoing the headline in Freedom Firsr of Nov-
ember 1977, Mr. Shyama Nandan Mishra, Deputy
Leader of the ]anata Party in the Lok Sabha, and
Mr. P. G. Mavalankar. the redoubtable Independent,
demanded the introduction of a "comprehensive bill
to repeal the 42nd Amendment lock, stock and barrel".

According to the Express News Sen:ice lobby
correspondent, these members, along with Mr. Krishna

Kant, succeeded in "extracting an assurance from a

reluctant Law Minister that a comprehensive Con-
stitution Amendment Bill would be brought forward
in the early part of the next (budget) session".

We greatly doubt whether this assurance wil,l
result in what the Honourable Members want. Our
apprehension is that even that Bill, as and when
introduced, will leave unrepealed a great many vici-
ous provisions of the 42nd Amendment.

Mr. S. N. Mishra was perfectly correct in warn-
ing against giving legitimacy "to the 42nd Amendment
by walking slowly and steadily into the trap laid by
Mrs. Gandhi's party". The pity of it is that the trap
is in fact a gratuitous one of the Janata Party's own
making.

Top pling [n Karnataka
In our issue of January L977 entitled "Goodbye

to .Federalism", we had taken Mrs. Gandhi and her
government to task for toppling the administration
in Orissa led by Mrs. Nandini Satpathy. We had
attacked it as a violation of the federal structure and
a misuse of Article 356 of. the Constitution under
which President's Rule had been declared in that
State. The same considerations apply to the toppling
of the Karnataka Congress Government by the pro-
clamation under Article 356 issued by the President
on the "advice" of the Union Cabinet.

The Governor of Karnataka has claimed that
there were various "special features" of the situation
that did not make it desirable to wait for another
two or three days for the State Assembly to meet

THE ROLE OF THE PRESS IN INDIA (Continued front page t)
backward a democracy and the weaker the Parlia-
mentary Opposition, as has been the case in India,
the greater the obligation on the Press to play an
adversary ro!6.

As it happens, however, the Minister has obvious-
ly misunderstood the Declaration and failed to see
its thrust as a whole. Even paragraph two, to which
he takes exception, makes it clear that while the press
has a right to an adversary or watchdog role, that is
by no means its only function. Paragraph two the
Declaration reads as follows :

"In a democracy, a free Press has an inalienable
right to an adversary role. It should be free to
criticise Authority at all levels in the generai
public interest and to function as a watchdog
over the Government's handling of the problems
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of the people and the country. The Press should
also be responsive to society as a whole and act
as a channel of communicating to purvey facts
and give fair and considered information on all
issues. A free Press should, above all, be con-
scious of its responsibility to present to the
public news without fear or favour or distortion
or suppression or censorship".
It will be seen that the Declaration neglects

neither the social obligations of the press nor iti fun-
ction as a channel of communication, which the Mini-
ster of Information has stressed.

The press would like to claim Mr. Advhni as its
friend and it is to be hoped that, on a more careful
reading of the Declaration as a whole, he will appre-
ciate that there is nothing in its which he should not
be in a position whole heartedly to endorse.

$
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lrnd show whether or not it continued to have con-
fidence in the Chief Minister, Mr. Devaraj Urs, and
his government. Quite clearly, Mr. Urs has a right
to feel he has been denied the opportunity to show
he had a majority. The case made out by the Gover-
nor is utterly unconvincing and the "special features"
were not more "special" than those urged on earlier
occasions when the Constitution had been similarly
violated by Mrs. Gandhi's government.

On this, as on other occasions, it is the political
interests of the party in power in Delhi that have
guided the action and not constitutional considera-
[ions, and it is good that the bulk of the Indian press
has refused to go along with this action'

So long as Governors of States continue to be
stooges of the Centre and not independent men who
can act as the Heads of their States, such misuse of
the Constitution will continue. It is a pity that the
President of the Union did not assert his right to
refuse to sign the Proclamation and open the eyes
of the Union Cabinet to the dubious quality of their
action.

Terrorism on the Home Front
It is good that the tocsin that Freedom First

sounded with its front page article of |anuary 1978
has started resounding in some other quarters. On
|anuary 12, Mr. In-der Malhotra wrote a signed article
on the editorial page of the Times of India entitled
"Muscle Power To The Fore" in which he covered
a great deal of the ground we had in our article. The
ianuary issue of the Labour Chronicle carries an arti-
cle by Mr. S. R. Mohan Das, whose roots are in the
trade union movement, entitled "Mafia Trends in
Unionism", which points out how the campaign of
violence and hooliganism to which we had referred
is hurting the genuine interest of workers and trade
unions themselves. So too, the veteran trade unionist,
Mr. V. B. Karnik has written a perceptive article on
the subject in the latest issue of the lllusffated
Weeklg.

The wider this process of enlightenment spreads
and the more vocal the criticism of these dangerous
trends the more likely is it that Government policies
of appeasement pratised by both the |anata and Con-
gress parties will end.

Dog Eate Dog
When thieves fall out, honest people sometimes,

though not always, come into their own.
The war of aggression launcheci bv the Hanoi

regime against its communist neighbour in Cambodia
is enough to make the Gods laugh. The communist
regime in Hanoi has always been an aggressor. Hav-
ing destroyed the Republic of South Vietnam, Hanoi
ha.s nolv turned its attention to Cambodia. What
have all those naive g,entlemen in this countrv. in-
cluding the Ministry of External Affairs, who have
been playing footsie with the bandit regime of Hanoi
now got to say?

Freedom First

Not that any tears need to be shed for the com-
munist bosses in Cambodia, who have carried geno-
cide of their own people to a pitch not known even
in Moscow under Stalin or Peking under Mao'tse'
tung. There is very little to choose between these
two dictatorships. It is a case of dog eats dog, and
no tears need be shed about this clash.

The most ironic part of the whole development
is the remark made by the Minister of External Af-
fairs, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, who, while talking
to the Vietnamese Ambassador in New Delhi on
3rd January is reported by the Samachar correspon-
dent to have observed "that the conflict was unfortrt-
nate, especially as both Vietnam and Cambodia were
non-aligned countries". "Non-aligned", did you say, Mr.
Vajpayee? Since when did a satellite of Moscow, that
is Vietnam, and a satellite of Peking that is Cambo-
dia, become non-aligned? And if they are non-align-
ed, the sooner New Delhi ceases to be non-aligned,
the better for its own soul.

Kudos to Subramaniam Swamy
In this context, lovers of freedom will welcome

and applaud a great deal of what has been said re-
cently, particularly in an article in Sunday Magazine,
by Mr. Subramaniam Swamy, the prominent ]anata
M.P. His article was labelled "Vajpayee Has Done
Nothing". Mr. Swamy recalls how remote those
pledges sound today to which the |anata Party's Mani-
festo had given prominence to, namely, 1) self-reli-
ance, and not non-alignment; 2) an "Asian Focus",
and 3) Human Rights.

He goes on to point out that, while the Prime
Minister in his personal statements has adhered to
those objectives, Mr. Vajyapee had already lowered
the flag when, in luly 1977, he had sought to reassure
Mrs. Gandhi and her supporters by claiming in Parlia-
ment that there was not even a "subtle and slight
change" in the country's foreign policy.

It must be conceded in fairness that Mr. Swamy
is not wrong in charging Mr. Vaipayee with doing
"a I80 degree tr.rrn". be it on the U.S.S.R., Israel or
otherwise.

Mr. Swamy concludes by calling for a radical
restructuring of India's foreign policy. We would like
to echo his call, but must express a doubt whether
he will ge! much change from his parrty and hris
Government, constituted as they are at present.

On the Banning of Books
Though we share the widespread distaste about

the gossipy and sometimes vulgar and scurrilous
books of instant history about the Emergency and
allied subjects that have flooded the market since the
censorship of books was Iifted nearly a year back, we
are delighted by the line the Prime Minister has
taken by telling ofi a delegation of ill-advised women
MP's that Government would not be pushed into
infringing the freedom of expressioni and the rule
of lar+' as a result of their outcry. The remedy, said
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the Prime Minister, lies in legal action being taken
against the authors and publishers concerned under
the law of libel and in the final analysis it is public
opinion that counts.

It is not a matter for surprise that the bally-hoo
demanding Government action against certain books
was initiated in the Rajya Sabha by the communist
MP, Bhupesh Gupta. He, of course, would no doubt
want the Soviet model to be followed of the Govern-
ment deciding which publications are desirable and
which should be suppressed. It is good that Mr.
Morarji Desai has categorically turned down this
dangerous incitement to revive the censorship ol
books so soon after it was removed. As an editorial
in the Triburre quite rightly asked : "Must the author
of every book disapproved by a section of Parliament
be banned and its author be put in jail"?

Edueation Minister Stands Firm
Dr. P. C. Chunder, Union Education Minister,

Ceserves to be congratulated on turning down two
ill-digested suggestions made to him recently. On
December 12, 1977, in Lucknow, Mr. Chunder rightly
asserted that public schools - so badly needed in
India for building character and discipline - cannot
be abolished so long as our Constitution gives free-
dom to religious, linguistic and other minorities to
have educational institutions of their own.

The Minister also turned down the suggestion
that education should not be deleted from the Con-
current List as provided by Mrs. Gandhi's regime
and its puppet Parliament. Mr. Chunder rightly
stressed that the removal of education from the Con-
current List was part of the general policy of decen-
tralization to which fanata is pledged.

The Centre has already arrogated too much
power and reduced State Rights to a dangerous ex-
tent. The powers arrogated by the Centre over the
years need to be returned to the States. On this
point, Sheikh Muhammed Abdullah, Chief Minister
of |ammu and Kashmir, and those who agree with
him are right.

The Futility of Committees
So another Railway Accidents Inquiry Com-

mittee, headed by former justice of the Supreme
Court Mr. S. Sikri, has been appointed. Mr. Madhu
Dandavate, the Railway Minister, has by this act in-
directly given a quetus to the parrot cry of "sabotage"
with which each recent accident has been greeted.
Obviously, such a Committee can only advise against
accidents and not against deliberate sabotage. That
is all to the good.

On the other hand, it would be naive to expect
anything to result from the findings of such a Com-
mittee. Your Editor was a member of the last such
Committee appointed in 1968 by the Union Govern-
ment with former [ustice Wanchoo as its Chairman.
We travelled the length and breadth of the country
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and worke<l hard for nearly a year. We made many
useful suggestions to deal with the human failures
which are responsible for the larger number of these
accidents. Not a single major recommendation of
ours was implemented by the Railway Board - one
of the most reactionary vested interests in this coun-
try.'Qui Bono?' One may well ask about the Com-
mittee's appointment.

Changee in Australia
The result of the General Elections in Australia

last December will be rvelcomed by Liberals in India
as elsewhere. Not only has the Liberal Party been
returned to office by a convincing majority, but the
egregious Mr. Whitlam, the Labour leader, who had
earlier conducted a rabble rousing campaign against
the previous Governor-General, Sir ]ohn Kerr, for
exercising the royal prorogative of dissolving Parlia-
ment two years back and giving the electorate a
chance to throw him out, which they did, has now
finally accepted reality and retired from public life.

The election results also put in their place the
trade unions of printers of certain newspapers who
tried to prevent their publication because the papers
dared to support Mr. Fraser's re-election as Prime
Minister.

Forty-eight hours before the General Elections,
Sir ]ohn Kerr handed over charge as Governor-
General to Sir Zelman Cowen, who was formerly the
distinguished Vice-Chancellor of Queensland Univer-
sity and had, as a constitutional expert, helped to
establish the legal systems in the West Indies, Hong
Kong and China. A couple of years ago Sir ZeTman
had delivered the Tagore Law Lectures in Calcutta.
Sir Zelman has a fine record of service in the cause
of human and cultural freedom and your Editor had
for a while the pleasure of serving with him on the
Executive Committee of the International Associa-
tion for Cultural Freedom in Paris.

Why not Mother Christmas ?
"Trust in God and She will protect you" was the

slogan that acted as a backdrop at a conference of
Women's Lib somewhere in the West;

This amusing but touching incident is brought
to mind by the latest development on the Women's
Lib front which is that the question has been raised?
Why Father Christmas? Why not Mother Christmas?
Why not indeed! So far as we are concerned, both
God and Santa are perfectly free to join the female
species, for Freedorn First has always stood for
equality of the sexes.

The Guardiare of London has however an answer
to give to this question: "Like all the benevolent des-
pots of our culture (]ehovah, Rockefeller, Rowntree,
Cadbury, Gulbenkian, Good King Winceslas and all),
Santa Claus is male. Dispensing goodies to the needy
and undeserving - as well as to the simply appre-
ciative - seems to be a male preserve. For women
it is definitely more blessed to receive than to give..."

.-p



TACI(LII\G THE LAW'S DELAYS
K. S. Venkateswaran

TnRULY has it been said of the Indian nation thatI its general reaction to a difficulty or a crisis is
determined by what is lazily assumed or hastily
glimpsed or piously hoped. No dispassionate observer
of Indian events can pretend that this has not been
so. Egregious examples of this deplorable tendency
can be found in a plethora of decisions taken by the
Government with a view to override a crisis or l'e-
medy a painful malaise gripping the national polity
at various times ever since independence. The re-
cent move. reportedly afoot, of the Union Law Minis-
try to introduce legislation aiming at reducing the
mounting arrears in the High Courts, is an instance
in point.

While one readily understands, and even appre-
ciates, the Goventment's concern over the problem
of law delays which has, in recent times, assumed
alarming proportions, one cannot, at the same time,
escape the feeling, on perusing the contemplated pro-
posals, that many of the suggested remedies, besides
being ill-conceived, are patently self-defeating in
character. Not only has the diagnosis been partly
erroneous but also the avenues of improvement do
not seem to have been fully explored.

,For one thing, the proposed legislation has paid
scant attention, if any, to the fact that the principal
reason for the immense backlog of cases in our High
Courts is that vacancies of judges in these courts
have remained unftlled for long periods. As Mr. F. S.
Nariman, a former Additional Solicitor - General of
India, observed in a recent radio talk, "If the machi-
nery of justice is slow, the process of appointing new
judges has been even slower". This is undeniably true.
The problem, being one of momentous significance,
brookS no delay. The remedy lies not merely in ex-
peditiously filling the existing vacancies but, as Mr.
Nariman himself suggests, in realistically re-assessing
the total number of judges required in the superior
courts. "It is time to qake a new look at the total
complement of judges without financial restraints. In
most High Courts - especially the old Chartered
High Courts like Bombay, Calcutta and Madras -there are just not enough judges to cope with the
workload even if all the vacancies are filled. If you
walk into the Supreme Court at Tilak Marg at 16.30
in the morning on any working day, you will get a
visual demonstration of the workload oi the judgis of
the superior courts, - a sheaf of papers two'on-three
feet high to the light of each judge represents the
miscellaneous matters for the day : about a thousand
pages or mo-re evcry day which each judge has to
r-ead overnight. And this is only the ,ud-icial hors
d'oeuvre. Then there are the regular matters
which have also to bc rcad and studied, argtrments to
be heard, judgments to be prepared in eich of the
cases. It is a stagger.ing burden - a burden made

more difficult to bcar by the Constitution Forty-
Second Amendment.

Nor would a mere increase in the number ol
judges help in ameliorating the situation for quality
is as important a criterion as quantity. What we need
to do is to appoint judges of the right type - men
quick in perception, broad in vision, fresh in ap-
proach. This may not be an easy task either but a
good beginning can be made by offering to pay our
judges better and enforcing better conditions of ser-
vice, so that leading members of the Bar who have
made their mark as competent and efficient practi-
tioners of the law, are induced to accept judgeships.
In this context, it is heartening to note that the Law
Ir{inistry's proposals envisage the appointment of at
leitst two retired judges, known for their quick dis-
posal, as ad hoc judges in each High Court. This is
indeed commendable and will, it is hoped, go a long
way in reducing the arrears substantially.

While there can be no denying the fact that the
administration of justice is a co-operative eftort in
which the lawyer has as decisive a role to play as the
judge, it would, at the same time, be inadvisable to
approach this aspect of the problem in an over-zealous
and unrealistic manner as the Union Law Ministry
seems to have done. To say that "unnecessary,
lengthy and repetitive arguments may be declared a
professional misconduct, proceedings for which may
be initiated by a complaint of the court", is tanta-
mount to throttling the very basis of professional free-
dom. The solution to the problem of loquacity on the
part of counsel lies, in fact, elsewhere. In this regard,
it would be instructive to consider the suggestions
put forward by Mr. M. C. Chagla, a former Chief
|ustice of the Bombay High Court and himself a
distinguished jurist -known for his phenomenal capa-
city to reduce arreas. Mr. Chagla, in his autobio-
graphy, Roses in December, says : "Despatch is
important, but despatch at the cost of justice is a
complete perversion of the judicial process. Also, ei-
pedition should not be equated with hustle. Quick
d:sposal results from a judge's quick understanding
of the point that is being argued before him, and pre-
venting a repetition of the same argument. This can
be done rvithout rudeness and bursqueness. The judge
can tell counsel courteously that he has understood
his point, and if necessary, he can even formulate the
point over again and put it to counsel. There are
counscl lvho rvish tcl convert the iudge to their point
cll vierv iust as there are judges who expect counsel
to aglee with what they are saying. The judge is not
always expected to be converted, and counsel is paid
to argue his client's case, and not to accept what the
iurlqe nrav he puttinq to hinr".

(Contiruted on paqe 6)



WHY RHODESIA'/
James Burnbanr

f AN SMITH has proved himself a brilliant poli-r tical tactician. Uncler his leadership, his govern-
ment - of a meagerly developed, lancllocked country,
with exposed borders and relatively small population
-_ has managed to survive for 12 years against the
world's opposition.

What is it about the present government of
Rhodesia that has united all the nations of the rvorld
in a resolve to destroy it? What can explain this ex-
traordinary situation that has, I believe, no prece-
dent? Let us consider possible explanations :

CHOOSE YOUR ANSWER

l. The Rhodesiutt gouerrtnrcnt is rtotrdentocrct'
tic- desootic. No go. There are more than 150 govern'
ments in the woild. The ma;ority are less democratic
and more despotic than the Rhodesian gove.rnment
but have not been made everyone's enemy. Although
under the present Rhodesian government only 5 per
cent of the population possesses a considerable de-
gree of democracy, that is of itself enough to Put
Rhodesia well up on the democratic scale. But even

for the remaining 95 per cent of Rhodesians, the
level of democracy and of legal rights, slight as it is'

TACKLING THE LAW'S DELAYS
(Continued front Page 5)

Perhaps the most ill-conceived provisiotl in the
contempla'ted legislation is the suggestion of a maxi'
rnurn tirne limit of 15 minutes for the hearing of a

case at the stage of admission and l0 minutes of hear-
ing of a related matter. This is manifestly ridiculous.
One might as well suggest that counsel shall confine
his arguments in court to, say, a few thousand words
and nb further, however lengthy the matter before
him may be. It is true that brevity has become a

compulsive necessity with the lawyer but to impose
restrictions of a wholly unrealistic and ludicrous
nature seems to be the very travesty of justice. The
difficulty can be eased to a fair extent if the Bar
spontaneously rises to the occasion by realising (if I
may quote Mr. Chagla again) that, "it is the duty, the
right and the privilege of the Bar to put before the
colrt the relevant and material facts which ultimately
lead to the iudgment and the decision. It is for him
to sift unconnt:cted documents and unconnected
facts, and present to the court a coherent and har-
monious picture on which the court can rely." After
all, as Daniel Webster has said, the power of clear
exposition is the great power at the Bar. The Indian
Bar has seen the exercise of this great porver with
amazing results by men like Motilal Setalvad whose
greatest contribution, as everyonc who had bccn or
lreard him argue will acknorvledgc, lay in "the exam-
ple he sct of putting across the best points in the
briefest length of tinre". Today, there is a sure need
for our lawyers to iollow his example.
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i^s ligher than in many other nations-higher, speci_fically, than in the larle majority of nations in Rho-
desia's continent as *eil us in uny Cornmunist nation.
Furthermore, it is certain that whatevei'government
replaces the Snrith government will be lesi democra_ttc than Smith's.

2. The Rhodesian gouernntent is oggressiue, ttncla threut to peac.e. No go; indeed, obvio"usly ridicut_
ous. All aggressive moves in the Rhoclesian iituation,
rvlretherrcr not justifiecl, have been initiated agiinst,
ruot by, Rhodesia.

3. The Rhodesian gouernment uiolates human
figltts. No .go. It is certainly true that human rights
have been in a less than ideal condition in RhodJsia,
but this cannot explain why the Rhodesian govern-
ment has bec-n singled out for destruction. Ti'e con_
dition of hymal rights is not ideal in any nation;in scores of other nations - a sizable mijority _
human rights have been and are being vioiated far
mole. widely and more harshly than thley have beenin Rhodesia.

THE UNFORGIVABLE

4. The Rhodesian gouentment is racist. Still no
go. It is in fact racist, but, again, this is not a suffi-
cient explanation. Many othei nations 

- maybe ailnations in one or another degree anh kind
racist. Children of mixed marriages a-s well as the
aboriginal 4inu know fapanese ricism at first hand;
the black Dravidians of sorlthern India know ttre
racism of the lighter skinned northerners; the Asian
peoples of Siberia, like the Soviet |ews, know Great
Russian racism; and so it goes. Nowhere is racism
more pervasive than in Rhodesia's native continent.In Rhodesia itself the Shona-speaking tribes bo;;d
under. the. racist tyranny of the 

-Ndebele 
minority be-

fore they had ever heard of the white man. Idi Ahin's
treatment, of Uganda's Indian population was more
ruthless than Kenyatta's, but the iacist drive behind
Kenya's anti-Indian moves is plain enough, as it is in
the treatment of whites in. most of th6 black-ruled
codntries. No one even bothers to nemember the
ferocious racist vengeance visited on the racist Arab
rulers of Zanzibar by the racist blacks who over-
threw them in 1964.

5. The Rhodesirtn gtuernntent is uthite rucist.
Finally rve have located it accurately. Mere racism
is no crime; is, rirther, a common human imputse, al-
most as integral as hunger, aggression, and sexual de-
sire. White rocisrtt is the one unforgivable sin. Ergo,
Rhoclesirt clelendq est. Who dares say nay when tliis
!g proclaimed ex cathedra by the syn6d oi the United
Nations? And, as in every crusade, the banner is un-
furled: Deoth to the Infidel.

Ian Smith is not, lrr.rwcvcr, thc last of the infidels,
and it does not secm likely this rvill be the Last Cru-
sacle. It has more the flavor of an appetizer.



WHAT THE POLES MAY REAI)
Lco Labedz

(\le in Ittdia lnuc jttst been enlithtened about Ihe cettsorsltip of the p.ress irt Indiu and hou' it
c4texftecl in 1975 and 1976. It is particticn'lq interesting theref<tre to leurtt for the lirst timc how censor-
sltip operates itt Cotrtrtttrttist Polancl. Mr, Labet{z is Etlitor of thc ltrcstigious tttctgct:itte SL]RVEY attcl erte
of thc ttrost eruclitc tutd deperKluble stucletts of lttLenrutiortal Ctttrurturtisrtt cutd life behitd the lrott
Cu'tcrirt.)

How did the Egyptian priests manage the empire
of the pharaohs? What rve.rc the real methods of
adrninistration in thc historia ercettu of Byzantiunr?
Contemporary lristolians anrl analysts are asking
sinrilar questions about twenticth-century tota'itarian
states, where the secrets of the mcchanisms of con-
trol are no less jealously guarded. We are lucky that
an exceptional piece of information about one suclr
mechanism - censorship - has now come to light.

Until now our picture of censorship in commu-
nist countries has been derived excl,usively fronr the
receiving end, that is to say, from its victinls : com-
municators rvho are prevented from expressing their
thoughts and front the readers, listeners or. viewers
presented with the end product. One can, of course
get a good idea of the general character and the fa
reaching scope of this censorship by reading the co:,
trolled press itself and by learning from the te,, , .

monies of exiled writers and western correspondi . ts.
So far, though, no direct evidence has cc,me 

-frcnr 
the

commanding end, ie, from the censor s themselves
about their work. Any such informatio.t has always
been carefully kept as a state secret. Not even tire
Polish October or the Hungarian revolut,on of 1956
or.the.Prague Spring of 1968 have provided such
prima facie evidence.

It is ironical that just now, before the Belgrade
conference on the implementation of the Helsinki
Agreement, a documentary collection of this kind has,
for the first time, become available. It consists of
highly secret documents issued by the chief Polish
bensors between 1974 and 1976, documents only re-
cently smuggled out to the West. Here are laid out

- in all their comprehensive bureaucratic glory -detailed instructions on the obligatory do's and dont's
of the Polish communications media, as well as
periodical reports and statistical information about
the results (according to subject) of the censors' in-
terventions. All in all, this makes a bulky and per-
tinent volume "straight from the horse's mouth". The
censors' functions are not only negative - prohibit-
ing undesirable material - but also positively didac-
tic : recommending what the press and mass media
should write and how subjects should be selected
and publicized.

There can be n'., doubt whatsoever about the
authenticity of these documents. They come directly
from the Polish ccnsrlr's office and are as fascinating
and as genuinc as --say --thc famous Snrolt'nsk
Archive. Because of their wealth of detailed infor-
mation the documents give an extraoldiuary in-

sight into the workings of the Soviet-type system.
Hble at last rve are given a close picture of how the
nrechanisms of totalitarian comniunications control
rvorks. It is Kafka's Custle rvithout mystery and
Orrvell's 1984 lvith a record of the humdrum daily
routine of the bureaucratic "thought controllers",
rather than Big Brother's Grancl Guignol.

The most popular Polish columnist, Stefan
Kisielewski (frequently mentioned in these document)
recently wrote ihirt "censorship is a highly detailed
precau t ionary activity" (T y godnik P otu szechny Augugt
2?, 1977). This description well fits the official evid-
e rce. The fact that Kisielewski's definition was per-
nritted to appear in print reflects, as do also the
documents, the difference between the more ham-
fisted Soviet censorship and its more fine-fingered
Polish derivative. Yet in spite of its somewhat greater
permissiveness, the Polish censorship remains
essentially totalitarian. Unlike the old-fashioned type,
it is unlimited in scope, not iust preventive but pre-
scriptive. It totally suppresses some authors and sub-
jecti, and frequently operates "beyond the reality
principle".

The 1974-1976 censorship documents vividly
illustrate all these points. They consist of various
types of directives issued by the Central Office of
Press, Publications and Spectacles Control
(COPPSC). All of these are marked confidential and
their numbered copies are distributed to the cen'
sors who work at operational levels. The Bulle'tins are
described in the sub-title'as "analysing main tenden-
cies in the material withdrawn from all the mass
media in the country" during quarterly periods, they
also provide statistics on the censors' intervention
during the time in question and compare them with
similar figures from the previous quarter. The fort'
nightly Infonnation reproduces the censored texts as
do the daily Signals. All the reports of the censors'
interventions are conveniently divided into sections
dealing with the political situation, economic prob-
lems, state social policy, cultulal problems,
contemporary history and church affairs. Notifica-
tiotts for the Censors keep the censors informed on
current requirements and practices; the aim here is
obviously to achieve a pattern of uniforrnity in their
work. The shorter Inf<trmati<tn Nofes and Instruction
l/otes serve the same purpose. Most important of all,
however', alc the Dircctiues and Recorttmendcttions
rvhich arc contirruously udtl.'.1 to thc cul'r'cut BooA'

(Conlittuecl <tn page 8)



ELECTIONS II\ MO]\GOLIA
Bernard Levin

(Neu Delhi receiues frorn tirne to time delegatiorts of s<t called "Members of Parliantertt" frcnt the
U.S.S.R. and the captiue cottntries of the Soy'is1 Entpire. Our o1q,11 Speaker artd Metnbers of Parlionrcrtt
chctose to kcep up tlte pretence uttd rcttrtt these uisits. IIcre is utt t:xtruct f ront a doscriptiott of tlrc
lotest of the "clectiorts" ctt uhich sttch parlicnnentorians ore elected.)

f AM dismayed and astonished at the lack of any charg.ed rvith supcrvising Mongolian elections, imdI comnrent (at least I have seen none) on the recent . from this report, I learn first that there are 354 con-
elections in Mongolia. If the press of the so-called stituencies in Mongolia, and next that by the most
free world so ignominiously fails in its duty to bring astonishing and heart-warming coincidence there were
to its readers' attention so inrportant an expression exactly 354 candidates, and neither more nor fewer
of Mongolian public opinion, I am not surplised at tlran that. (This works out, as a simplc calculation
the growing tide of criticism of that press which is will show at precisely one candidate for 'each seat.)
now flowing even in the so-called free world itself, But such figules are bloodless things; it is only when
let alone in the genuinely free lvorld represcnted by we look beyond them to the human reality that we
the People's Republic of Mongolia. Be that as it begin to understand Mongolian politics. What a
may, I must now do what little I cari to repair thc rvcalth of meaning for instance, there is in such a

omission. statement as this :

The elections of which I speak took place
throughout Mongolia. The voters were choosing the After reviewing the election results, the Centrnl
members of the People's Great Hural, which seems Electoral Commission has declared that the elections
to be what is known elsewhere as a parliament, so to the Mongolian People's Republic People's Great
you may well suppose that the elections were con- Hural were held in complete accordance with the
sidered vital in those parts, and the contest keenly requirements of the Mongolian People's Republic
fought. Constitution and its provisions on elections.

I have before me the report of the Central Elec-
toral Commission, which is apparently the body Courtesy : The Times

WHAT THE POLES MAY READ (Continued from page 7)

of Instructions and Recommendations, issued perio-
dically by the COPPSC as a basic guideline for the
censors. Precautions are even taken to avoid the re-
petition of mistakes by the regular distribution of the
self-critical Censof s Ouersight.

The Polish samizdat publication Zopis II gives
further details about the operation of censorship. The
COPPSC itself receives every week from the party's
central committee a detailed list of guidelines, which
include prohibited names, subjects and formulations.
These guidelines are then incorporated in the COPPSC
internal publications. A special group of censors deals
with the reports of the speeches made by prominent
party leaders, including those by the Prime Minister,
and by delegates to party conferences and congresses.

Apart from the above mentioned institutions,
there are special bodies in the Party's Central Com-
mittee which deal exclusively with the press, culture
and science. They have priority of access and censor-
ship powers on any material they may be interested
in and they can override COPPSC decisions.

At a lower level, in journals and publishing
houses, censorship is also carried out by the editors,
who, while selecting material for publication, them-
selves cross out the "undesirable" or "uncertain"
passages even before these have been questioned by
the official censors. The same practice is carried out
by the reviewers of book manuscripts, whose job it
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is to recommend material for publication. The Polish
radio, television and the Academy of Science all have
their own individual list3 of proscribed authors and
contributors, and so do many editorial offices and
other institutions.

Two more mechanisms of censorship must be
mentioned. One is the tactic of delay : an endless de-
ferment in granting permission to publish the re-
luctantly approved text. The other is the limiting
of the published copies, either through a direct order
or through the withholding of the paper supply. All
these official activities generate in turn the mecha-
nism of self-censorship : editors and writers having
had the experience of what is unlikely to "get through
the censors" eliminate in advance passages or whole
texts which they know will be stopped. For the cen-
sors, this has, of course, the double advantage of
cutting down their work load and of educating the
authors into submission.

A close look at censorship interventionism re-
veals its truly amazing scope. There is hardly a pro-
nouncement, on however trivial a subject, where the
censors do not try to dictate ex cathedra what it
should be. This develops its own bureaucratic mo-
mentum, where life is an object of minute regula-
tions, and any spontaneous expression is seen as dan-
gerous in principle.



WORKERS' GRIEVANCES IN fJ. S. S. R.
David K. Shipler

(In India, uorkers irt rttost factories haue a "Grieuance Procedure" u,hich is euoilable to thent

for uentilating their g,rieuances u1t to the highest echelons of"Marng,ente-nt. Here_is hotc the Souiet u:orker
'stands uhenhe lrcts a grieunnc-e. This article is reprod.ucecl fronr Tlre Ncu' York Tirncs to tlilch it uus
dcspatched frotn Moscott' ott Decenber 2, 1977.)

tions on the lob or uncovers corruption among his
employers?- 

Chances are that he will be insulted, reprimand-
ed or fired and, if he pcrsists, confinecl to a mcntal
institution.

That summation was given by a group of work-
ers who say they have been persecuted for exercising
what they call "the right of complaint."

A half-dozen of them gathered the other day in
a small apartment on the southern edge of Moscow
to tell their stories to U.S. news correspondents. It
rvas a rare event, perhaps unprecedented in this coun-
try, for these people were not dissidents fighting for
political freedom ot' ]ews trying to emigrate.

They were, for the most part, ordinary workers

- among them rvere a waitress, a coal miner, a lock-
smith and a housing maintenance man - who seem-
ed basically loyal to the Soviet system and who had
dutifully reported wrongdoing to agencies of the gov-
ernment and the Communist party before turning to
the Western press as a last resort. Their letters to
their own country's newspapers, they said, had never
been published.

BOSSES' CONTEMPT
What they had to say revealed a.pervasive con-

tempt in Soviet society for workers' safety and in-
terests, a widespread tolerance of embezzlement and
corruption and intense friction at times between em-
ployees and their bosses - a class-consciousness as
acute as any in the capitalist West.

Their stories are unverifiable because of the So-
viet practice of withholding comment or criticism on
citizen complaints. But the rvorkers insisted that their
experiences were common and that the places where
they all had first net - the reception rooms of the
Central Committee of the Communist party, the pro-
secutor's office and the halls of the Supreme Soviet
(the parliament) - were filled every day with at least
100 people who had gone there in the mistaken belief
that higher authorities would hear them sympathe-
tically.

Thirty-eight persons lrom 24 cities have recently
taken the risky step of signing an open letter deno-
uncing "the groundless repressions" and "the plun-
dering of people's dignity, the measures of terror used
in an attempt to frighten honest citizens."

The prime mover in this growing group is Vladi-
mir Kelbanov, 45, a coal miner from Donbass who
encountered trouble when, as a shift foreman, he grew
concerncd about his men's safcty.

Because of thr' "unrealistically high plan" of coal
production that his minc u'as forced to meet, he said,

miners were often working l2-hour days instead of
the normal 6 hours. As a result, they became tired
and careless; accidents regularly killed 12 to l5 per-
sons a year and injurcd 600 to 700 in his mine alone,
he said.

Authorities kept the deaths and injuries as secret
as they could, he charged, and refused to investigate
the causes. For his complaints, he said, he was dis-
missed - after 16 years in the mine - and was
then put in a psychiatric hospital for 4 Il2 years.

Nadezha Kurakina, a middleaged woman, had
worked f.<tr 25 years as a waitress in the Restaurant
Volgograd, a restricted dining establishment run by
the local party organization.

"Fidel Castro was in our restaurant; comrades
Brezhnev, Kosygin - I served all of them," she said,
referring to the Cuban President, Soviet President
Leonid Brezhnev and Alexei Kosygin, the Soviet Pre.
mier.

Mrs. Kurakina said she discovered that the res-
taurant administrators were stealing crockery, re-
porting that it had been broken, and then were
docking the salaries of waitresses they accused of
breaking it. She first wrote letters to authorities, but
got no response, and then she complained in an open
meeting of restaurant workers.

She was dismissed, she said, and her husband
also lost his job. The party secretary of the Volgo-
grad region, whom she had served for 20 years, would
not even receive her,.she said.

She lost her pension rights and her ability to
find other jobs. Ai in all thi'se cases, her dismjssal
was noted in her "work booklet," a passport-like
document that she must show wherever she applies
for work.

Since, in this Socialist system, all jobs are govern-
ment jobs, there is really only one employer, and no
agency, factory, office or retail outlet will take her or
anyone else dismissed on such grouhds, except oc-
casionally in part-time work.

Anatoli Poznyakov worked as a locksmith for
75 rubles ($103) a month at Moscow's Institute of
Biochemistry. When he asked for a raise, "they in-
sulted me crudely," he said. After he appealed to the
local party organization, he was told that he had ap-
parently forgotten that his destiny in life was to eat
from a pig's trough, he said.

PENSION INSUFFICIENT
Angry, he continued his protests and lvas dis-

missed from his iob. At the age of 39, he receives 2l
rubles a month for a senri-tlisabilitv -' he is an epi-
leptic. He lives on that and aid from his mother's

(Contirurccl on Puge 10)

HAT happens rvhen a worker in the Soviet Union
asks for a raise, complirins about safety viola-



MICHAEL JOSSETSON
THE ITAPPY WARRIOIi

Michael Josselson, uho passed a\4ay in
Geneva on Tth lanuary, was on of the gcntlest
and slveetest of men. He rvas also :r fine intel-
lectual, a passionatc lovel of frecclorn and an
opllonr-'llt of tyrallny and opprcssion of cvery
kiutl.

Kirrcl arrcl goncl'ous to a lirrrlt, Nlikc Jossclorr
had the opportunity, as chicf cxccutive of the
Congress for Cultural Freedom in Paris, soon
after its establishmcnt in Berlin in 1950, till his
letilement in 1967, to aid and cncouragc mauy
an e.xilc {rorn conrrtlruist and othcr fornrs o{
dictatolship and those cngaged gcnclally in keep-
ing alive the values of flecdom. Arnong thosc
to whonr.Mike fosselson extended his hand of
friendship rvere such great figures as fayaprakash
Narayan and Dr. Ko{t Busia of Ghana. Hc be-
longed to that fraternity of fighters for freedour
which included Sidney Hook, Michael Polanyi,
Raymond Aron, Ignazio Silone, Arthur Koestler.,
M-anes Sperbe, Leo Labedz ancl Nlelvin Lasky'.
The htdian Comrnittee for cultural Freedoin
found in l-rim throughotrt .l wilrm ancl ir1:preciir-
tive friend.

Mike has passed away, admired and loted
by a wide circle of friends which extends around
the globe. During the past few yeirrs, he had liv-
ed on borrowed time - a victim of circulatory
troubles and repeated surgery-looked nfter by
his devoted wife Diaua.

In a letter I received from Geneva a dav
after he had passed away, Mike, while convey-
ing his New Year greetings, mentioned that he
had finished the book on which he had been
working for several years in Geneva on the
Russian Field Marshal Barclay de Tolly and had
left it with a literary agent during a recent
visit to London. Dtrring that visit he was able
to meet his many friends in London.

Next time I land in Geneva, I shall miss at
the airport his smiling face and the warm, wel-
coming rvave of his hands.

WORKERS' GRIEVANCES IN U.S.S.R.

pension of 45 rubles a month. It is not enough. But,
when he asked for help from the Academy of Sciences,
which oversees the institute, an omcial told him : "Ifyou can, live. If you can't, die."

Valentin Poplavsky, 44, worked for a factory in
Klimovsk, near Moscow, as a supervisor of mainten-
ance in workers' housing. He said that oflicials lvere
using factory funds to finance drunken parties and,
when a woman employee complained, he was rlrdered
to write a false criticism of her in her record.

He refused. The factory's party organization
admonished him when he complained about his orders.
The country prosccutor warned him that if his ac-
cusations could not be proved "we'll take the strong-
est possible measures agaiust you." He was finally
fired from his job. Because of the entry in his work
booklet, he said, he cannot find another position.



WORLD I\EWS
SADAT AS 1977 MAN m THE YEAR Last night Mr. George McConnell, the parry's

Cairo, Dec' 16 (UPI).- local publicity oficer, sai.-cl: "fhe Sotutd of Mitsic'is
TIME magazine's man of the year will be Presi- full of Romanish influences which Protestants abhor.
' dent Anwar Sadat of Egypt. At one point candles are lit on the stage, some of

The secret slipped out yesterday because of a the children have to appear in the garb of Catholic
fuss between newsmen at Tirne and the America nuns and they also have to bless themselves publicly
Broadcasting Co. in the way that the Romans do."
. _David Kennerly, the White House photographe The Times, December 17
in former President Gerald Ford's administraiion.
who now works for Time, set up a picture of Mr. PROF._ !!44 BELOFF ,OINS CONSERVATIVES
Sadat in front of the Sphinx. p ROFESSOR Max Beloff, a former Liberal, has

Mr. Kennerly succeeded in persuading Mr. Sadat r ioined thc Conservatives. Formerly Gladstone
to pose for the picture and ABC newsman Arnold Professor of Government and Public Administration
Collins was in the President's offices at the sirme at Oxford University he was a past president and
time. He pleaded with Mr. Kennerly to permit him member of Oxford City Liberal Association until he
"just two minutes" with Mr. Sadat ior an interview. resigned from the party in 1972.
Mr. Kennerly refused. Liberal policies on education, defence, industrial

To get back, Mr. Collins took an ABC crew to democracy and finally'the pact with Labour had con-
the site of the posed shot to film Mr. Kennerlv snap- vinced him that the Liberals had lost their way. Pro-
ping it. Thus, Time's riddle of the year his be6n fessor Bjloff, now Principal of the inde_qendent ,Uni-solved. versity College, at Buckingham, said : "Classical Libe-

- Internatiotwl Herald, Tribune. ralism was concerned with the development of the
December l7-lg. individual and the bleaking down of social, political

uLSTER pARry coNDEMNs ,rHE souND or ffiffi""lti:ff,1"T':::';,oi: ffi."#* 1|,ii"it|'JMUSIC' servative party".
Fro-m Christoph.er Walker The Times, December 15.
Belfast

- Taking_q-break from a vigorous campaign against GEORGE MEANY SO'LDIERS ONreform of Ulster's homosexuality laws,^foi-lowirs of "His influence was rarely thiown on itre side of
the.Revfan Paisley have turned their collective wrath innovation in policy. He beiieved that the way to
against the moral dangers inherent in the musical,The success for the uni6ns lay through securing the res-
Sound- of Music. pect of employers and minagers'and throu"gh avoid-
, Th" apparently innocuous story of a novice nun ing stut" intervention." Thorigh this is an lmerican

who becomes .governess to an Austrian family was hiJtolian's description of Samiel Gompers, the coun-
selected as this year's .Christmas play at the irredo- try's dorninant labour leader in the early part of this
minantly-Protestant high school in Kiikeel, a pi6tures- century, it applies just as well to Mr. GLo?ge Meany,
que co...Down ishing port. a diehird anfi-socialist elected in Los Arigeles this

Millions of admirers 
-of Miss f ulie Andrews may week to his l2th straight two-year term as 

"president
not have regarded_the choice as over-controversiai. of the American Fedeiation of Lubou. and ^Congress

But.according to the influential local branch of Mr. of Industrial Oiganisations (AFL-CIO).
Pailley's Democratic Unionist-s, the third largest poli- For better oi *orr", thii is probably Mr. Meany's
tical party- in_Northern, Ireland, it posed -a seue.e last hurrah. Now 83 years old'and in'failing healih,
threat to the Protestant heritage. though still in stentoiian voice, he has lost "the 

sup-
As a result of what the party describes as the port of much of the rank and file union membership.

"disgusted reaction" of rnany local Protestant par- This was not easily apprtrent from the public part
ents, the party has issued a formal statement of pro- of the AFL-CIO convention in an ugly hall that
test and demanded an urgent meeting with the resembled an underground parking lot hung with
school's manaqement committee. chandeliers. American labour leaders try to keep dis-

Although the move -may seem ludicrous to those putes within the family. Mr Meany was treated by
unfamiliar with the feligious prejlud;.. that ,marks most with respect.
much of Ulster life, the protest and the seriousness That :rll was not right with the labour move-
with which it has been presented go far to explain ment was admitted only in the corridors, and then
the province's continuing and apparcntly insoluable reluctantly. There union olTicials recallcd two dis-
difficulties. agreeable facts nearly overlooked in the public pro-

Without the slightest hint of tongue-in-cheek, the ceedings - a 528,000 fall to 13,542,000 in the AFL-
statement declared : "We wish to protest in the CIO menrbership in the past two years and a mere
strong,est possible manner about the staging of. The 4o; increirse in thc buyinq power of the average week-
Suttttcl rrl AIir.tit in Kilkcel IIigh Selrool. \Ve sec tlris ly rvagr: .rl u rvur'kcl rvith thlcc rlc|g111111115 [retrr'ccn
as yet anolhe'r'inrout'l of the 11re.at ecumenical clt'cep- 1965 anil mid-1977.
tion." Rut a turn to the political le{t in reaction to the

ll
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Mcany years is not yet apparent' .despite. the exagge-

rated 
"atlention given to the vaguely social democratic

ooinions of Mr.-William Winpisinger, the newly elec-

t;d president of the International Association of
Machinists and Aerospace Workers, and other com-
paratively youthful labour leaders. Instead the Ame'
iican labbur movement is likely to become still more

isolationist.
Mr. Meany led the AFL-CIO, to which most

American unions belong, out of the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions, headquartered
in Brussels, in 1969. He supported the United States'
withdrawal last month from the International La-
bour Organisation, a United Nations affiliate. Now
political isolation may be reinforced by economic
isolation, for the strength of labour support for pro-
tectionism at the Los Angeles convention is hard to
overstate. Applause for denunciation of foreigners'
trade practices by Vice-President Walter Mondale,
Mr. Meany - "ds unto others as they do to us,

barrier for'barrier, closed door for closed d691" -and the rest was exceeded only by applause for tri-
butes to Senator Hubert Humphrey, whose comba'
tive cheerfulness in a speech over the telephone to
theconventionimpress"loz'"f"Jl3,i*?ibl3ilfi'\l:

RUSSIAN PRODUCTION DROPS
By Kevin Klose
THE Soviet Union, its economy again affecteci byI harvest setbacks, has announced production

goals for 1978 that are lower than those called for in
ihe current five-year plan, which was announced last
year as a blueprint for narrowing the economic gap
Letween the United States and Russia within the
decade.

In addition the Soviet parliament, the Supreme
Soviet, was told today by state planners that some
other sectors of the economy, including various oil
and gas production facilities and some basic metals
industries, may not meet their 1977 goals because of
production lags, construction delays and other fac-
tors. The leadership exhorted the country's factories
and farms to meet and exceed the 1978 goals.

- International Herald Tribune
December 15.

MOSCOW BOWS TO INFTATION
THE Soviet state enterprise system is bowing tor a demand for better quality clothes and shoes

- but the consumer will have to pay more, inform-
ed sources said yesterday. The decision follows re-
peated official complaints about the way that Soviet
industry falls short of consumer expectations.

Among tlre critics is tr{r. Brezhnev, who recently
rebuked the entire consumer goods industry for not
improving its goods. Officially, the Soviet Union has
no inflation, but the expected price rises for quality
clothes are only the latest in a- growing list.

At present a pair of men's shoes costs 40 roubles
(about 330) and a good suit about three tirnes as
much. The recent rise in tailoring charges, which

t2

Frecdom F;rst

could provide some guide to the uerv increases, was
about 30 pr'r cent - Iteuter.

- Guurdiort, Novemtrcr 30.

IS "OI.*E MAN ONE VOTE'' T}IE A,NSWER?
Harry Oppenheimer

IJ ARRY Oppenheirner is not only internationallyI I known as an industrialist and mining magnate
but also for his liberal views ancl his consistent oppo-
sition inside and outside Parliament to the South
African policy of multi-national development. In fact
he is a major financial supporter of opposition parties
in South Africa. Mr. Oppenheimer recently addressed
the Foreign Policy Association in New York. The
following are extracts of his speech.

The United States Government's condemnation
of the present South African system was fully jusified.

But the U.S. and other major Powers should
not think a one man, one-vote type of constitution is
the answer.

"Peaceful change is... not possible unless the
White Afrikaners can be brought to believe their
identity would not be threatened should they cease
to hold their present monopoly of political power."

"The way to peaceful change, freedom and jus-
tice is still open to us, but so is the path to an
embattled White lager with all the ghastly conse-
quences to which it would surely lead.

"The international community, and in particular
America, can help South Africa to choose the right
path.

"But external pressure, if it is to be eftective,
must carry the conviction that it is being applied
impartially with knowledge of our circumstances,
with patience and with genuine goodwill to the Whites
as well as the Blacks.

"Above all, it must be directed to helping South
Africans to solve their own problems, not to impos-
ing ready-made solutions from outside, particularly if
these solutions are seen, in South African eyes, to
have been tried and have generally failed in the rest
of the African continent.

"If America, in formulating, applying and expres-
sing its policy in relation to South Africa does not
give attention to the facts underlying this paradox,
the end result will not be the establishmenf of hu-
man rights and freedoms but an age of tyranny and
violence.

"Any foreign opposition to the policy is resented
and denounced as an unwarranted interference by
outsiders in South Africa's internal rrftairs."

After a glance at American policies in Angola,
Rhodesia and South West Africa, and their tendency
to neglect the views and interests of the large pro-
portion of the people who *ere not in possession
of guns, "The American attitude toward Southern
Africa begins to appear to be based neither on de-
fence of human rights nor of majority rule but on a
policy of supporting Blacks ag.ainst Whites and arm-
ecl Blacks against unarnred Blacks."

(Contimrcd on page 13)



DOUBLE STANDARD
(One of the seminal books of recent times is Jean Francois Reuel's The Totalitarian Temptation_. Arnold
'Beichman, an American Liberal utho works closely uith the AFL-Crc, has abstracted passages from Re'
uel's book to show the double stafldard practiced by certain people throughout the uorld including some
in India.)

. Dernocracies may not :

Condemn the Moscow-controlled COMECON
sincc to do so rvould injure dete'nte.

Condemn communism in the USSR or anywhere
else because of the dangers of detente.

Interfere with othel countries in the "sphere of
influence" because that would be imperialist.

Expose genocide in Cambodia, or Laos and expose
suppression and persecution of nationalities in the
USSR because that would be interference in the
internal affairs of these countries.

Receive Russian dissidents at the White House,
like Solzhenitsyn, because of detente.

Make such demands on the communist press and,
ol course, no opposition press is legal and western
publications are prohibited from any but carefully
controlled distribution.

Argue that the awful things in capitalist demo-
cracies are the exceptions, that the marginal event is
not the basic phenomenon. The West niust accept
the argument that the evils of capitalism are syste-
mic but the evils of communism are not.

Argue against the communist thesis that capitalist
democracy betrays the worker and must therefore be
overthrown.

Make such a claim because by definition a non-
communist power is imperialist and neo-colonialist.

Prevent liberalizing changes; in fact, liberalization
is expected especially from ex-Fascist states like Spain
and Portugal where the test of liberalization is the
legalization of the Communist Party.

Dscuss Soviet subsidies to Western Communist
Parties, say, in Portugal.

The Soviet Union or CP's maY:

Condemn the European Economic Community as

erploitative, imperialist and neo-colonialist.
Condemn anti-communism as sinful and a danger

to world peace and may make similar accusations
against capitalism.

Enunciate and implement with the Red Army the
Brezhnev doctrine which permits the USSR to sup-
press actions in the East European bloc displeasing
to the USSR.

Denounce "racism" or expose non-existent geno-
cide in the capitalist world.

Receive any kind of delegations of Communists it
wishes from democratic countries and Brezhnev can
confer, as he did, in New York with Gus Hall, Com.
munist Party USA secretary.

Demand and receive the right of reply to unflatter-
ing statements in the bourgeois press. Communist
publications are published freely in the West.

Explain away all the awful things which occur in
Iron Curtain countries as the exception, never the
rule; as episodic, as a momentary aberration which
will never occur again. Terrible events in capitalist
countries are inevitable and irreversible.

Ignore and disclaim responsibility for unhappy
events like Stalin or failure of economic planning.

Claim that no Communist power can be guilty of
imperialism Czechoslovakia, Hungary or Tibet to the
contrary,

Ignore demands for liberalization since there can
be no challenge to the Party's rule once the Party is
ln power.

Expose U.S. agencies or U,S. multinational corpora-
tions for secretlv funding, say, Italian political par-
ties or orher organizations.

WORLD NEWS (Continued from page 12)

Most, Whites, he said, were resentful and
frightened by American policy as they understood
it, and most thinking Blacks were doubtful and con-
fused.

The South African Government had already ac-
cepted that racial discrimination must go "and it
would certainly be legitimate for the international
community to press for the rapid implementation of
this policy." The implications were tremendously far
reaching.

"The finding ol the right solutions will require
study and sympathetic understanding and cannot be

bought ready-made, however devoted we may be to
the defence of human rights.

"After all, it has not proved so easy to preserve
human rights and freedoms in other parts of Africa
that we South Africans should be too severely con-
demned for doubts as to whether the sort of arrange-
ments accepted when most of the new countries
obtained their independence would work satisfactorily
with the much more complicated racial distribution
of our society and our much more highly developed
economy."

- The Citizen, fohannesburg,
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ing the recent Emergency lr,as far from heartening. The
unfortunate judgment delivered by the Court in the
monumental Habeas Corpus case still remains a blot
on our body politic, Justice Khanna's glorious dissent
notwithstanding. On the other hand, the role of the
High Courts at a time when the nation underwent a
traumatic experience, has been exemplary. True'to the
light within them, most of our High Court judges had
the courage to remain unmoved, unshaken, unseduced
and unterrified. In the words of an eminent .jurist,
generations unborn will rrdrnire ths historic judgments
of these fearless judges as a shining example of judi-
cial integrity and courage and cherish them for the
abiding values they embody. "They will be read and
quoted, when the fierce controversies of our day have
sunk into oblivion."

To suggest a code of ethics for such men of pro-
ven integrity is, t<l say the least, orrtrageous.

K. S. VENKATESWARAN

MOTHERLESS MOTHERLAND!
Eccentricity is often a kind of innocent pride

in men of genius who are unafraid of the opinions
and vagaries of the masses. To call such men eccen-
trics would be the height of foolishness when we
have so many politicians on hand. Our politicians
upon becoming political leaders mix up their arrog-
ance, pride and prejudices ever so badly that they
proiect pathetically comic images of themselves.

When Mr. Morarji Desai tells us that it will be
a matter of pride for him and his lanata Party if his
Government falls over the Prohibition issue, he has
got his pride and prejudices so cluttered up that the
whole attitude smacks of childish stubbornness. His

AN UNWANTED CODE

ONE of the most disquieting developments in the re-
cent days is the increasing tendency on the part of the
Suprem-e Court, as demonstrated, by the actions and
pr6nouncements of some of its learned judges-, not-
iUty the Chief fustice, to make ostensib_le inroads into
the integrity oi the higher iudiciary. Beginning-with
the contiovLrsial elevation of Mr. ]ustice D. A. Desai
to the Supreme Court in preference to three of his
senior colleagues in the Guiarat High Court,- the pro-
cess has assuhed alarming proportions with the recent
move, reportedly afoot, of evolving a code of ethics
for High- Court judges. This proposal, which un'
fortunaiely seems to have the blessings of the Union
Government as well has ignited a sharp controversy'
and not without reason. As one leading member of the
Bar succinctly put it, "it is so utterly inimical to the
independence of the judiciary, violative, of the con-
stitutional safeguards in that respect and offensive to
the self-respeciof the judges as to make one wonder
how it was-conceived in the first place".

The bewilderinlg ill-conceived move to set up a
"bodv consisting of all the Chief fustices of the High
Couris and pres'ided over by the Chief fustice of India
to formulate a code of judicial ethics and Propriety
and to set up a committee, to be elected afresh every
two years, tb inquire into allegations of either mis'
condirct or impropriety or conduct unbecoming the
office of the iudge of a superior court", is open to
strong criticism both on the legal and moral planes.

Among other things, the proposed legislation con-
templates the abovementioned committee o_! iudgis to
be empowered in the matter of removing a High 9ourt
iudge from office by a procedure which is patently un-
conltitutional. If transformed into law, it would
obviously offend Art.2l7 of the Constitution which
relates tb the Drocedut'e for the removal of rr High
Court judge, and which is exactly identical to Art.
124 (4), a provision which was drafted with meticulous
care and precision and after prolonged defibertions. A
reading of the Constituent Assembly Debates will
leave no doubt on the point that it was not for noth-
ing that the founding fathers of our Constitution
thought it necessary to provide so many cast-iron
guarantees in the said clause'- As regards the code proper, which presently
assumes a tentative character, the less said the better.
Su{fice it to recall the urrequivocirl cotldemrlatioll bv
one perceptive writer of the undertakings envisaged
undei the Code, as being "utterly unrelated to the
proper discharge of the duties of a iudge" and "of
doubtful legality". Besides being an aftront on the
personal freedom of our High Court judges, it verges
on the ludicrous.

Legal considerations apart, the irony of the whole
scheme lies in the fact that it has emanated from a

quarter which, morally speaking, has virtually for-
feited any claim to tender advice in the matter of iudi-
cial behaviour. The record of the Supreme Court dur-
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arrogance has just brushed aside all the expert opi-
nions rvhich clearly indicate that reintroduction of
Prohibition in the country would not only be a total
disaster but rvould increase corruption to delirious
heights.

One cannot tell Mr. Morarji Desai to put any-
thing in his pipe, as he does not smoke. West Ger-
many is about the size of Maharashtra State. It rose
from the dust and the debris of World War II to be-
come one of the most prosperous nations within just
seven years flat. Today, its people have a very high
standard of living, and also have a very high rate of
life expectancy. They are very industrious and despite
the energy crisis their economy just goes booming
year after year. Yet, these good Germans drink beer
and wine by the millions of gallons every year to keep
themsclves healthy, industrious and inventive.

West Germany was shattered to all hell at the
end of World War II. But its leaders did not tell its
people to start practising yoga in order to get over
hypertension, or to stop guzzling beer and wine. They
did not tell them to pay rediculous taxes in order to
rebuild the nation out of total ruins. Their leaders
and economists just played upon the inherent pride
and the will of the Germans to rise once again after
forgetting the dreadful past. The people were not fed
on fads and fancies and there were hardly any taxes.
fust free enterprise all the way.

Our country was not in such a shambles in the
year 1947. We had not lost all the flower of our youth
in the war. While some of our ]awans laid down
their lives fighting the |apanese and the Germans
under the British, our people at home made up for
all such losses and then some! We did not lack any
abundance. We had crores in foreign exchange reserve
when the British left. Why are we so poor while our
land is so rich?

Because, immediately after achieving Indepen-
dence our politicians took a deep breath of fresh air
on stepping out of the jails, acclaimed themselves
national heroes and started raising themselves instead
of the nation and its people.

We have lost 30 precious years fiddling with per-
sonal fads, fancies and whims. We have so lost out
on our education with the politicians playing ducks
and drakes over the language issue that today our
universities are pouring out a whole lot of dithering
nincompoops fit for nothing on this blessed earth. We
continue to remain blind to the fact that English is
now an international language and that communica-
tion within the country is oniy possible through the
English language.

The moment anyone talks sense, our politicians
will tell the gullible masses all about our ancient
culture, our spiritual way of life and our lost heritage.

Our culture and our lost heritage! Our heritage
and our lost culture! Anyone care to take a walk
rvith me down the filthy lanes of our cities or down
the dusty,tracks of our villages? It will show you our
moral and spiritual values, and our Iong lost culture
at workl 

JAL IRANI
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES
"The deep

Moans rodnd rvrth man,v r.oices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

-Tertnyson

VIPs o-nly mean llvery insolent persons" and Sir Harold regards an ability to sleep as a Prime
"very impudent persons". Minister's biggesi asset. His book heips to make

- Mr. Morarji Desai in Times of India, December 9. Prime Ministeis of us all.
Colin Welch in National Reuieu, August 5.

There are no\{ more people working for the In-
land Revenue than for the British Navy. But this is
iustified, because the taxmen are doing far more to
keep foreigners out of Britain than the Navy ever did.- 

- Observer in Financial Times, November 25.

You will find it an excellent thing. Sir, to exa-
mine your assumptions at least once every six
months.

- Dr. |ohnson quoted in Times, November l.

We are going from a welfare state to a state
where workers will fare well.

- Yehiel Kadishai, Prime Minister Begin's
aide, in Tirne November 14.

The world needs multinationals more than it
does the United Nations.

- Dr. John Marsh at Management Seminar in
Bombay, December 1977.

There remain only around 8000 days till the end
of this century.

- Dr. ]ohn Marsh at Management Seminar in
Bombay, December 1977.

It's about time that missionary activity be direct-
ed to the white people.

- Alan Paton in Time, November 28.

I don't give a good damn what my public image
is. I have one image of myself and that is of a man
who is shaving.

-- Edward Teller, in Time, November 28

I'd rather be kissed than slapped.

- The Prince of Wales quoted in Times, November 12.

To be an African national one does not have to
be dirty and slovenly with uncombed hair.

- Piesident Banda in Malawi Times, November 11.

FREEDONI FIRST,

C/o Democratic Research Service

Maneckji S/adia Bldg., 4th floor

Bombay 400 023 (Phone: 27 39 14)

Please enrol me as a subscriber to Freeclom
First. I remit the arttrttal srrbscription of
Rs. 5.00.

Name:

Address:

We're sorry we lost, but
has won.

-Bishen 
Bedi

When the
deafened.

It is impossible always to foresee the full extent
of other people's mistakes.

- George Bernard Shaw quoted in
Encounter, September 1977.

It takes a while to realise there's no one at the
other end of the t*tth:l?"nry 

Kissinger quoted in
The Economrst, Decembet 17,

'+i'
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we're glad that cricket

in Times, December 7.

Delhi elephant trumpets, Katmandu is

- The Economist, December 17.

Signattrle

published for the Democratic Research Service by I. R. Patel, Associate Editctr, Freedom First at 127' M. Gandhi Rd.'
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