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The Two Super-Powers 
NISSIM EZEKIEL 

With Reagan as President, America is certain 
to confront the Soviet Union more strongly than she 
did under Carter. Is this a desirable or an undesi­
rable prospect from the viewpoint of democracy and 
freedom 'i ls world peace likely to be in greater 
danger than it is now ? Is the independance of the 
n nations, including India, claiming to be non­
aligned, threatened by the possible assertion of 
American military might on a global scale '! 

Obviously, there are no simple answers to these 
questions unle~ one is ideologically biased in favour 
of the Soviet Union, and welcomes her expansi~nist 
role in creating a communist world. It is less easy 
to ~upport an American policy of defeating that aim 

even if the aim itself is supported. Much depends on 
how America proposes to carry it out. Whatever the 
strategy, the risks are enormous. They are known to 
both sides. The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has 
put its clock at three minutes to midnight - the nu­
clear end of life on earth. 

It is some time since the slogan Better Red 
Than Dead was used in recommending appeasement 
of the Soviet Union. Today, it is more widely re­
cognised than ever before that Red Means Dead for 
millions, anyway, including those who are willing to 
pay any price for peace. They should know that 
they cannot hope to live as normal human beings at 
all under a totalist world government dominated by 
the Soviet Union. What they expect is every con­
ceivable move for postponing the evil day, and they 
think it can be postponed by avoiding a confronta­
tion. 

The evidence suggests that failure to take a 
stand by those who know very well the nature of 
communism only encourages it to enlarge its ambi­
tions. A stand may result in a more sober assess­
ment by the Soviet Union of its chances in the deadly 
game it wants to play, and therefore persuade it to 
modify its aggressive plans. The problem is whe-

ther Reagan's Amerioa can wisely testrict its own 
tactics to bring about that result. 

America has the faults and weaknesses of an 
open society. The most radical criticism of it is by 
Americans, published in America and freely debated. 
Its domestic and foreign policies, its institutions and 
ideas. the typical character and personality of its 
c<~.t.Jzens, are subject to endless questioning, and 
change in accordance with changing public opinio:1. 
Venality and corruption exist, as in every country, 
but they are never beyond exposure, as Watergate 
proved. 

ln horrifying contrast, the Soviet Union is as 
completely closed a society as a society can be. 
Criticism of it appears only outside the country. 
Inside, a "dissenter" is treated as a criminal or a 
madman. Its domestic and foreign policies are 
made by people who hold and exercise absolute 
power. Its institutions and ideas are claimed to · be 
creations of an inevitable. historica1ly determined 
process destined to be duplicated in the near future 
all over the world. · 

None of the non-aligned countries is comple­
tely non-aligned, and perhaps cannot be. Still, 
there is a limit to how far in one or other direction 
a country may go and still claim to be an indepen­
dent moral and political force. The movement as 
a whole tends to be suspicious of America and the 
developed countries, with which it wants economic 
equity. On the other hand, it is spiritually blind to 
Soviet intentions in international relations, and to 
its totalist character at home. 

It is certain that America and the Soviet Union 
are not merely super-powers to be equated in our 
political arguments for finding a suitable stance in 
our national interest. One represents democracy 
,a.nd freedom in all their human imperfections, the 
other totlalist dictatorship in all its inhuman perfec­
tion. No differences or agreements between India 
and America or India and the Soviet Union can 
obscure that fact. 
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The blindings of under-trial prisoners, and
otJ'rer atrocities by the police, have been widely
commented on. It is well known that conditions in
our prisons are atrociqus. As more and more re-
ports appea,r.i on cruelty to the helpless, the nation
ls "shocked".. There are demands that the guilty
should be punished, and for suitable aoiigU 4gainst
their accomplices. Suggesfions are . offered Tor chan-
gng the "syst€,m" so that law a1d .9rde4 qyy be

mbintained without violating' the' natural' pririciples
of justiCe: .,

One aspect of the general 'malaise. is
dften ov'erlooked. That is; the extent to whiqh

\arshness prevails in eril iirstitutibns,. ind tyranny is
practis.gd by' tliose .with authonry, n& only qfrer-r

thdre ii a crisis 6ut from dziy t9 {1y.. Sc.hoolphild-,
ren, for' example, are beaten in Sihilols'by teachers
and-beaten at home by parents in the alieged inte-
rests of "discipline". For millions of the economi-
cally dependent in India, a 'ihomeil is virtually a
prisorr. There is no apped,l against its brutality. .The

sttong domindte and the' weak ar'e:crushed.
; ' Sidistic behaviour lis :not ' ihe, rnonopoly of our

pcilice, jiist-as authoritarian practiei:s ar6 not con-
firtd..to: politicians in power and' b'rireaucrats ih "res-
pohsible" positions. God-fearing women drive'
their daughters-in-ldw to zuicide and brides 'ard

burrlt to death'for failing'to:bring in'a dowry. It'
is not only the police who make --school-children
kqeel dgwn eT,,!msqe; this is a regular practice in
our:"bebf' sgJigols, run by "religious" organisations..
Mildlooking.shofowner bosses who may claim to

:1,
believs in non-yiolence, use th-e stick on the child

: ,ti
laboui they employ. Trade-udion leaders and. jout-
nalists who stand up for the rights of the. exploited,
exploiq. their'69rva4ts mercilessly. ' . .

. I.t,it said.rhat the cruel events repoflpfl in oqr.

newspapers h'ave aroused lhe conscience of thinking.
and concerned citizens. We shgul{ think and be
concerned not only about those events but also about
others ndarer home, so to speak, in which qe arp

directly and immediately involved. No conscience.
is worth much which functions only at the sighl .of

evil in th.e'distance. It is the same evil, in different
forms, around and within our daily routine.

Willingness to respect norms of civilised con-
duct is .deqper4tely needed in every area of Indian
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life. It is right and proper that we should protest

against the moqt glaring instanoee of inhumanity in our
public life, when they come to light. It would be

more useful, from a long-term point of view if we be'
carne aware of their deeprooted caus€s in the Indian
psyche, and try to eradioate them there or at least
to decreas their virulence ; , i

rr this d'E.i tlL5#'sbiiiti,;' i5- 
"'uddqi 

the 
"Sie

disiressing things are likely to.. be irrddfinitel$ €paated,
ohanging only in the time, place and details of circum'
stanoe.

The Bhagalpur blindings and the Samaslipuf
killings have, led one .editorialist to ' call- Bih.ar an

area of darkness. .Perhaps we' have forgotten that
the phrase was.used by Naipaul to describe condi-

tions in the whole of India, and not confined to the

law and order'situation 'either. The ' . connectioris

between that situation and "normal'l social life ought
to be stressed, besides those between Jhe happen-
ings in Bihdr and 'what'goes onin €very ' Indian
state, Tlirddegree methods, for example, are used

at police stations in the neighbourhood of the,edito-
rialist refered to:earlier; and of this- iwriter.:,"Is it
not darkness whlch.Bermits .and sanctisns dorture,
in :rooms, generally set- aside:for ..the ;purpose ?

Theie is no salvation ln commisiions'of inquiry
ana' tong-adayed reports urtiliitiiiii"ulame or mak'
ing recommendations. The pressure of public opi'
nion has to be intensified a hundred-fold for pre-
venting the' recurrence'Of a now familiar p4ttern.

Jail refornr:'need not "ivait 'for 
comi4ehensive high-

level suggestions. The first humane step -"x11 be ta-
ken now, which will bring about an impiovement in
the living conditions of atl piisoners, positive steps

regarding food and other amenities that would serve

aJggstuies of earnesiiress Why canit such iteps be

talien without recourse to lengtly jutticial processes

and administrative changes ?

.: ,Even.if corruption is .the great obstacle, therg

are surely a few individuals in government and the

administtation who have the strength to resist it, to
give . sprne sigrrs to the public that they will not lie
low and . expept the storm to blow over them. It 'is

for. the public to e{rsure that the,storm. is not allow-
ed:'to subsidE but to keep.up its fury till the rteces'

sary response is in evidence.

FREEDOM FIRST

CRUELTY IN INDIAN SOCIBTY
R. V. SEN



PEOPLE'S ACTION
A day-long discussion meeting and brain-storm-

ing session was held in Bombay at Joothiq, 22
Naushir Bharucha Road, Bombay-40O 007 on Wed-
nesday, December 31, 1980 to consider the national
sl:uation. This was in response to an invitation sent
out by Mr. Govindrao Deshpande with a view to
facilitate concerned citizen's or People's Action
groups to meet the multiple crises we face today.
The meeting had the benefit of the presence and
guidance of Acharya Dada Dharmadhikari.

Those who participated in the discussion in-
cluded Smt. Vimla Thakar, Prof. Thakurdas Bang,
Mr. Siddharaj Daddha, Mr. Manmohan Choudhry,
Mr. Chunibhai Vaidya, Mr. Govindrao Deshpande,
Mr. Amarnath, Mr. Narayan Desai and Mr. Arvind
Deshpande.

The discussion was initiated by Mr. Manmohan
Choudhry who gave a report of earlier consultations
and zubmitted that trrcople's action was necessarJ
to provide an approprtate and viable response to
our intractable problems. It was essential to check
the growing demand for a return to authoritarian
and repressive measures. Political lmrties alone
could not cope with this situation. C-oncerned

citizens and voluntary organisations must co-operate
and take the initiative, in the absence of JP, to re-
move the feeling of despair and despondency.

The meeting deeided that a national conven-
tion on the present situation should be organised
for this purpose.

The operative details for holding such a con-
vention would be:
(a) Da'les: Iv{arch 27,28, and 29, 1981.
(b) Venue : Patti Kalyan near Delhi.
(c) Number of invitees : around 150 non-party and

concerned citizens and representatives of volun-
tary organisations.

(d) Sponsors:
i) Sarva Seva Sangh
ii) National People's Committee
iii) Gandhi Smarak Nidhi
iv) Gandhi Peace Foundation
v) Citizens for Democracy
iv) People's Union for Civil Liberties
vii) Lok Seva Sangh

It was decided that a backgrouncl pup.. ui"*-
ing our situation in perspeotive should be prepared,
touching upon the following national concern :

a. Preservation and strengthening of democratic
nornts and institutions;
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b. Protection of Civil Liberties;
c. Combating and resisting totalitarian (authori-

tarian) and repressive tendencies;
d. Electoral reforms;
e. Situation in the North-East and Assam;
f. Decentralization of political power (in the con-

text of rptional unity and integrity);
g. Growing pauperisation and degradation of the

ru4al and urban poor;
h. C-ontinuing injustice ani raw deal to the rural

sector;
i. Demographic explosion;
j. Decentralisation of economic power.

It was agreed that Mr. Manmohan Choudluy
in consultation with Mr. L. C. Jain, Prof. Rajni Ko-
thari and Mr. Arun Shouri should prepare such a

paper. It was also agreed that Prof. Thakurdas
Bang in collaboration with other sponsoring orga-
would make Rs. 10,000/- available for convention
exIFruFs.

In conclusion, the meeting decided to set up a
Steering C.ommittee for organising the convention
consisting of Smt. Vimla Thakar, Mr. Siddharaj
Daddha, Mr. Radhakrishna, Mr. Arunachalam, Mr.
Manmohan Choudhry and Mr. Govindrao Desh-
pande.

ARVIND DESHPANDE
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German Scholars G India

- Vol. II
Hindu-Muslim Relations in

Bengal l9O5-I947

Traditional Recipes Of India

Under The Indian Sky

Writings And Speeches Of
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan

What Price A Free Press

Rs.
by R. n. Patatrkar lO/-

by S. K. Datta-Ray 75/-

75/-

by H. Rahman L5/-

by Mn. B. J.Maneckshaw 22/-
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by S. Mohammad 16/-

Edited
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Books for all bookshelves and budgets:

Aesthetics and Literary Criticism

Bibar Shows The Way

D. M. K In Powen by P. Spratt to/-

Education ln The Fourt} Plan bv J. P. Naik 6/-

Freedonr Of The hess In India by A. G. Noorani 6/-

From Tho Jhelum To The Volga by S. Nihal Singh L5/-

CandUi And The dme.rican Scene by C. Seshachari 8/-

Glimpses of Old Calcutta by R. R. Chowdhury 55/-

International Year of the
Disabled

The decision to make l98l the International
Year of Disabled Persons is heartening. It js a rea-
lization of the fact that the deaf, dumb, blind or
otherwise handicapped are not to be regarded as the
damned of the ear:h, but as ordinary human begrns
with similar needs and aspirations. l98l promises
all these a fair deal - :rmong other things, suitable
medical facilities, education, the maintenance of
mental health and a decent environment. It is to
be hoped that this will prove no dream, and that
l98l will not be writen oft as a year of shibbolsths,
rhetoric and statistical fatlacy.

In India, some 30-odd million persons can be
termed disabled 

- a staggering figure, made all the
more awesome when one considers that this is near-
ly equal to the combined poputration of Australia
and Canada. These two couqtries have thrice the land
area we have. Such figures make the task of the
socio-economic planner more stupendous than ever.
In India, we have not been able to ensure employ-
ment to all able-bodied men, let alone the disabled.

Even so, India has taken cognizance of the ob-
jectives laid down by,the United Nations for the In-
ternational Year of Disabled Persons. However,
our rehabilitation programmes have not met with
commensurate success. Inadequate consu,ltation,
co-ordination and feedback mechanisrn between va-
rious rehabilitation agencies, lack of official stan-
dardization in programmes for specific training of
professional personnel, inadequately trained person-
nel, inadequate review and co.ordination facilities

- these are some of the problems which continue
to bedevil all our efforts.

Recent seminars have emphasized the need for
a comprehensive national policy on t}te problems
and treatment of the disabled - one which would
eschew Western norns and standards of achieve-
ment, and which would be attuned to the ethos of
developing nations, an inter-sectoml, multidiscipli-
nary and co-ordinated approach. We also need
greater co-ordination between public and private
agencies in order to avoid duplicaltion of effort. Reha-
bilitation services, it has been suggested, must be
related to the general welfare programmes .of our
country.

Some propose that all voluntary rehabilitation
organizations should be affiliated to a National Asso.
ciation, so as to ensure conformity in policy. Ivlost
are uuanimous on the need for rehabilitation servi-

Indira's India.'A Political Notebookby S. Nihal Singh 35/-

Indian Polity: A Ploa For Reforrr bv R. A. Gopalswami 10/-

lndia In Transition by M. N. Roy 12/-

India's Carribean Adventure by K. Bhimani 8/-

Kerala: Yenan of India by Victor M. Fic 25/-

Ttro Career Of The Secondary -

School Teacher in Poona by P. Kale 9/-

The Phases Of Indian Nationalism by Dietmar
And Other Essays Rothermund l2/-

Also Available From:

THE STATESMAN LIMITED
Statesman House, Statesman Ffouse,
Connaught Circus. Chowwringhee Square
Nes' Delhi ll0 001 Calcutta 70O 00f

Fagun Mansion
26 Commander-In-Chief Rd.
Madras 600 105
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ces in the rural arcas, where thc plight of thc disabl-
ed is miserable, and in onler to prevent tlights to the
cities, rvhich only serve to swell the ranks of the ur-
ban masses.

A propos the cnumeration of the disabled in
the 1981 census, it has been suggested that these

surveys must be time-bound, geographically limited
and aimed at identifying and qualifying a nurnber
of disabled in target gloups. Above all, there is
widespread agreement on the need for the creation
of community awareness of the disabled and their
particular needs, by means of public education, and
widespread dissemination of information, advice and
research on the subject through radio, t.v., and the
newspapers.

MOHINI D'PENHA

Workers and Democracy l

There was something immensely invigorating and
cxciting about the strikes by workers in Poland.
Although the strikes occurred iu a faraway couqtry
whose people live under a dictatoria,l regime, every
American, black and whilc, could identify with the
drama that daily unfolded on our television screens and
in our newspapers.

What began oqtensibly as a strike for higher wages,

and against thc Communist equivalent of inflation, was

transformed iqto a struggle for democratizing an au-

thoritarian society. When finally the strike was

settled and the workers went back on their jobs, they
had succeeded in extracting wide-ranging concessions

from the Polish government involving the right to trade ,

unions independent of governmental control. If the
Polish government lives up to the terms of this agrec-
ment, Poland will have taken a significa4t step in the
direction of democracy.

However, there is a diqtinct danger tlat the Polislr
leadership, pressured by the Soviet Union, may revoke
the terms of the strike settlement and plunge Poland
into a period of social unrcst and harsh government
rcpression. This is why newly-formed Polish free
tradc unions need the support thcy are getting from
American organizcd labor now more than ever.

Blacks who remcmber thc days of the frcedont
rides and of the murdcrs of black civil righk activists
in the fifties and six,tics understand the true heroism of
the Polish strikers. They literally wcre risking their
lives for a better, more democratic, and more humane
socie ty.

BAYARD RUSTIN
Free Trade Union News, Washington. Vol. 35, No. 9,
extract.
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What is it that makes me so angry about get-
ting an education? After all, education is some-
thing to be proud of. But thc whole point is that
our "educatisp" - the kind that is stuffed down a

person's throat - is nothing to be proud of, espe-
cially since the process takes five years.

Perhaps the University could provide part-time
courses for those who wish to make real usc of these
prccious five years. Or is it an intelligcnt way to
keep thc rush for employment down ?

MENKA SHIVDASANI

volcEs 2

A Magazine For Children
.I pick up what is describcd on thc covcr .ls llr

"ideal children's Monthly". It is published by a well-
k4own mission. A message from the Swamiji who
hcads thc mission, lcads the table of contenh and I
turn to it. "Dear Children", it rcads, "when thc mind
is agitated, sorrow is cxpcrienccd.. .Man thc root and
crown of crcation has thc uniquc capacity ol quieting
his mind without hclplessly dcpnding upon thc objects
around him. But this capacity now lies dormant in
him and hc, unawarc of it, foolishy trics to get a
glittcr of joy from sensc objccts."

I cannot belicvc thet e n{an who is as wfse as thc
Swamiji is rcputed to be, has addrcsscd such a mcssage
to childreh. My disbclicf increases as I lcaf through thc
othcr. 'qagcs. A pocm/by a l5-ycar-old cntitled "Thc
Rejuvcnatin$ Cascadcs of Lifc", rcfers to "our etcrnal
stagnafions'_l_and ttrc "bubbles of power". An articlc
on thc Avet[fe and thc four Varnesr by a l4-year-old,
tolls mc UfaFlic casts sJstem was conoeived with good
intentiling, .Uji[ in modern times dercriorated becausc
men of a ;'ffit. species are supressed", and "peoplc
hayc not re{hincd very sattv&".

But what attrac,ts my attention most is a piece

which discusges thc existcncc of God. God, I'm inform-
cd, is a forrilcss forcc which is present everywhere. We
worship him in the form of idols because it is difficult
to "i)ray feivcatly to an obscurc and omnipresent
forcCl. Oh God !

I nbw begin to protest audibly. How many chil-
dren enjoy rbading stuff likc this? It's a very sensible
approach, I'm told. If religion and morality are to
mean anything to today's whiz-kids, they should bc
rationally cxplained. Nobody should be encouraged
to swallow mythological mumbo-jumbo in its undilu-
ted form anymore.
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!'And anyway the magazines are interesting. Therc
is a hcalthy mix of serious and light reading. Thc
fables are entcrtaining and didn't you notice the jok*
and riddlcs and thc pcn-pals' corncr? So very ccluca-
tive." That's how they defend such magazirles, ,

I do not want to elaborale on the general
state of children's literature in - India, but to make a
couple of observations on the kind 'which aims at
teaching The rJ/ay. Let's look at the Swamiji's meq-
sagc. Hc talks about the falseness of a certain kind"oi
joy. What is he trying to advocate? Every time a

child is happy, is hc expected to sit down.and analysc
thc source of his happiness?

The Swarni warns his young readers about lho
danger poscd by sense objects. At an age when they
have not fully awakene$rJeigt? tqturp:.:an$FgDl-
tial of these objects? To put it another way: I'm l0
and eating an ice-cream is onljr illusory and therefore
thc joy it provides canncit corifpare with the joy I feel
when I surrender to the Formless One. . .

An oversimplification of coricepts doep not hold
much appeal for children, but tlo'wc_ have to rob t!9qn
of all their sap and juice, through a whole lot of un-
ncccssary and rather abstraqt rationalizations? As
a child, for example, i preferred my rakshashas,and
dcvils unadulterated, and very very wicked. They had
to look quitc lurid too, and I would havc felt an almosl
personal sensc of betrayal if somc boot or magazinc
had explained them away as merc pe.rsonifications of
cvil.

M

ndyn0nb'S suitings

A Guide Tu The Well-Ilrsssed
Male

The Raymond

Woollen Mills Ltd.
J. K. Building,
Ballard Estate,

N. Morarji Marg.

Bombay-400038.



A child does not believe in the physical existence

of these characters but they are very real to the
imagination. An explanation of the sort offered by
the monthly,'too early, destroys a source of excite-
ment for ever.

One more point. Most of the articles in these

"sensible" magazines give the impression that they
have been written not by children but by parents anxi-
ous to ehow off their wards' polyryllabic vocabulary.
Or else, how would our Swamis and gurus ever realizc
that a pretentious and long-winded style is not neccs-
sarily the style best suited to philosophy. For children
and adults.

PITATIMA ASHER

volcEs 3

Role of Women
Dr. Mrs. Suma Chitnis addressed a group of

about 20 women on VYornen as Pupils and 'leachers

at a Women s Camp, Bangalore, organised by the
Leslie Sawhny Programme for Training in Democ-
racy. She began by speaking about the concept of
leaderohip in educated women. Hcre the idca of a

leader and her followers was not the corre€t onc: A
woman should be able,to ,lead hersell into new areas

of awarenee, new roles and into a deeper and wider
understanding of her traditional roles. This is what
a good sducation should enable a woman to do.

Mrs. Chitnis then gave a summary of the his-
tory of women'p educdlion, beginning with Raja
Ram Mohan Roy's movement in 1813. She poin-
ted out thdt in the early years a woman was oduca-

ted not for her own good, but in order to please,

or to be useful to her husband. To sulilnrt - this
she gave case histories of gome famous women of
great educational achievements. The later empha-
sis on the education of widows had the strange
eftect of linking higher education for women with
widowhood. Mrs. Chitnis stressed the role of Chris-
'tian missionaries in womon's eduoation in India.

By the 1940's, men wanted oducated wives, but
were wary of over-educated girls. World War II
acted as a catalyst in that it offered many suitable
desk jobs to girls in rationing, and other Government
Offices. In the 50's, women's education took ano'
ther leap forward, when the Constitution guaran-
teed free compulsory schooling, with special provi-
sions for Scheduled Castes, tribals and wopent
on the ground that "educated women will be better
mothers".

By now it was beginning to be realized that pro-
fessional education for women was often wasted, as

8

a large proportion of women doctors arid othcr pro-
fessionals did,not practice after marriage, Thc new
pragmatic approach was to train women to be dais,
social workerc crlc, a useful breakthrough.

Even where educational opportunities are
equal, thcrc is much difference between thc perfor-
mance of boys and girls. Girls do better in schools,

but their dropout rate is high; boys do better at the
post-graduatc lcvcl. The upbringing of girls condi-
tions them to compromise, and this makes thcm uq-
suitable for any study or occupation which entails
strong decisi'ons and choioes.

Our present education is geared to more and
more thcoretical and abstriact knowledge. Onc
degree leads. to aqotlpr., We must havc ?11., c.4uga-

tional system which heightens awarene$s and the
powir:to think and r€ason. Womcn must acquirc thc
ability to think and decide abourt their own rolbs -
to find eonslructive work for themselves; to bc aware

of and adiust to'environment problems likc populotion

and ttre,fighl! against social customs likc dowry.
So far; our woinen have not been good agents

for change,-'thcy' are' accustomed to passivity,' and

to believing that- socur.ity is an dnd in itself, Thc
real aim of 'ortr'education must be to gi{e women

thc ability and conddance'to think for themsclves.
A CORRESPONDEN'T

' rotld rclll3lvo..;tltJlr*lqrl
(

rfr. f rr.t-",l c.* -,'i-r.l".trr ", . ICE

cement
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SOAPANDTALC
ThO perf6ct naithers for deodorant

plolcction-a bath with Cinthof Soap
anda rprinkllng 9f Clnthol Talc-

to takoyou to great hehltta of fteshness.

crNrHotavft\
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DAWOODI BOHRAS
by Noman Contractor, New Quest Publicstions. Rs. gl-

Born into bondage, seems to be the fate of Da-
woodi Bohras, who are held in thrall by their priest-
hood. This tiny booklet brought out by New
Quest publications, is dynamic. Thal such a sect
of Muslims, who are better educdted and better
ofi than other sects, can yet be so subjugated by their
religious head is usbelievable.

Dawoodi Bohras, who number just one millio:r,
are followers of the Shia Ismaili Tyebia faith. Most
reside in India, about 4OVo are scattered in pakis-
tan, East Afrlca, Hong Kong, Singapore, Indonesia,
Thailand, Great Britain and the U.S.A. They are
governed, so to speak, by the Dai, the representative
of rthe 2lst Iman Maulana Tyeh, who went into seclu-
sion 800 years ago. Bohras are made to believe
that when the Iman comes out of seclusion, the Dai
will hand oyer to him all authority, as well as thc
accumulated wealth collected from the Bohras in thc
lbrm of Raza or tax.

T'he business empire of the Dai or Syedna, ex-
tends beyond India. Though initially he was cho-
sen from among the most learned men of the commu-
nity, since the 47th Dai whose family seized control,
this tille and office became hereditary. Wealth qnd
power were institutionalised in the name of religion,
in the Syedna. Today he is regarded almost as a
demigod.

Until the Syedna gives permission, or raza -a convenient device for extracting money from the
community 

- no Bohra, can ,,exercise the right of
expression and association, stand as a candidate in
a political election, vote for any one who does not
have the blessings of the Dai, create 4 trust, publish
a newspaper, or write an article, bury _the dead,
get engaged to miarfy, or call a public meeting to
discuss social disabilities of the community."

In this day and age, of democracy and funda_
tnental rights, in speech religion, and property, the
Dai's kingdom of the Dawoodi Bohras is ouirage_
ously feudalistic. Most surprising, however, is how
this enterprising highly cultured class of people,
willingly pay obeisance to the so-called Aivine right
of the Dai.

l0

thing elsc, social :o'ffici6fiiii#,.ffn'fr,bi
Sycdna's hands, uded unrestr4ihedly

of all Bohras, proclaimed that ihey. are ..r

the fundamental tenets of ihe ifiitr, nor

tion is the use or misuse of Bolira'fiiri..{s f
sonal bencfit Of ., Syedna's family.,, 'TheV

nloney, international transactions 
.that 

nlake one
wonder how a government condones exiia-territo-
rial interests, ur" ."por.d in tf,i:pithy essays of this
booklet.

It is evidcnt, that the Dawoocli Bohras have not
the courage or strength to protest en masse against

formcd

THE WORLD OF BOOKS
The odth of allegiance that every. Bohra nrale

has to take on qpaghingr pbber$ Wuds incredibty
medieval. For exampfe: : i i

"Anrl it the lman of the time.pr-his D;ree, calls
upon you to war agqin-st the- enefiyl then you shoukl
make w:r. "You sho{rttl,help,.*ir11 3bur, lite and pro-
pcrtyr .. Say Yes." Or.

. 
""OnO 

you shall bc pledsed by theiotde-rs o[ thc
Daec of the lman. The Daee shall raise amonq
you or degradc arnong .you persons as 'he likes. HI
shall gift to and cleprivc persons as he pleases. 'l'he

Daee shall reward persons and shall punish theur iu
his $jlc5g1ion. The qDacc shall smile upon or shall
break his wrath on whomsoever hc thinks. You shall
pe plebsrld in that which the Daee iS pleased. Say
Yes."

tsohras who dared to refusc obcdieircc wcrc
excommunicated; until Morarji Desai, Homc Minis-
ter in 1947, introduced thc Prcvcqtion ot.Excommu-
nication Act. Thc majority of thc Suprcmc Court
ruled that it (excommunication) was ulhr vires as
it "ncgativatcd thc rights of onc million Bohras".
To circumvent thc Coprt ordcr that legal proccedurc
must bc followed for excommunication, thc hierar-
chy of thc Dai, ptarted applying social boycott or
"barrat" on crranE! than any

in thc
Bohras

in line.

Recently, defiant rcformist
a Bohra Youth Association., with the
in Udaipur, close to Gallakit, sai,red placc

fighting
do they

question powers of thc Syedna. AII Jhat Y quCs'

hc per-
that

equality, frlrternit! and justicq; basiC.Jcnets Islam,
bc followed by those'in p,ower.

Shady dealings in forieign:cxci'ang; a

t;
,$

i ufid btu"*
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qugstionable. behavioux of their ,religious ,, head ,4nd
niErarehy. , -Pefnpp9,^*!igsss and, qlhpr qpnpidera;

tign$,.are- -se "{gqg -rgoted -as, tq nake , ljfelo.pg, pbEi-

s-pnce prefe$ble to unpioug fleedom. , 
i,''. Setving,'ds.ad an.'eye opeder" abbut tte ilgid

dorhinatlng'attitudes' that dtill hold' bwdy'over' 20th
celfury BohfaC, 'and' whiCh ilidke -' rfonsense'of ' the
Ihtliut' Codstituiori; ' tlrc' booklet'sucbeeils 'it ' rouuinp
rcader's plqUe and' disedchantmeirt'abbut the qua'-
lity of life in this afruent community.

PREETH I. BIDDAPA

INDIANjENGIJSH PROSE : An ,. r , r

Ailthologf''-i'". t'1 "'.'' "' '|':

E(! i cd . q), p :,,norya*, 
if{1f.g, ) rf'" tC.. n i iqiuqq,,. ryiry. _."d:,ii; ii ":!2,,.+!..qg.". _ ,.,_......_ ,_,:..,. .. i ,,

..,,i;i-..: -,- i-,..-,, ,. '...'r- t.-.,-.-. ,,.tr rr..'-.

- Ibp- -edilqq.^o-f , thlq;_vqlspe.., \p.f. BoiBted our_ in
trrJ'niiibuciion 

^ 

ttrat wtrile English' po.-try Uy tnOians
has been anthologized over and over again, prose "is
as yet an untilled domain." The only other prose

3n{hqlqgy bn; *q lepgmber . ($tatcmen1s,,ed.. Adil
f,uspwala,ppd E_gnice de .Spuzt,, 1976), had"e tarally
differgqt F.glppsg. , Ins.tead of . giving a, historical
p,g-sfQqtitqg,o.f \ow.'lFneli;h.prose, in .India,, has
cvqlvpd'1, -._..w!ric! is Dr. Bamakrishna's.. aim,-,-
Jt,spa*,4le Fhq de, $puza ,ctrg;e-.wofk, which..had '.iin,

lglgqting a4d important,,lhings..to gay to ,trndian,stu,
d6.qtg ryhp1hcr, it iq w,4i19n !y ,a ,plpfes-p1oryl ,writei

fikq.Aubp"ey lvlenpq, a. pernler l*e. N. Souza or a
ma1hen1atici3n.,?qC hlltOrian f|ke, D. D..Kosambll'

The present volume is far more conventional
,in"scope'arld sblemn'tin tbndt. It includes ,uil th.
'standard names,'one hssociates WTfR"'InJian'riritir*
in Ehllish -: Raja Rao, Mulk $ji anqio, b"$qhi
Nehru;'et .al. ' It corftains piibes iliy oraton and 

'pub.
.lic figures iilce nanide; cditidle aria''rilat. bv cristo-
dians of our culture likri "'Rajagopalai:hiri, 'RLdf,".
krishnan, Tagotq. and Sri Aurobinclo.rt.t ;, r rTrtrr',

The intended audience of the volume seenls to
be outside India rather than inside - hence the
heavy emphasis on Indianness in the choice of the
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a.iir
"Chronological ordering of the''' 'leteciLii" has been

avoidq'il lest the busv riodern reader should'fiird him-
self, plqnging headlong, into the eddying "watErs'of
the nationatistic writings. Instead, he can embark

on his voyage in the pfu"ia waters of the subliminal
experience iendered by the contemporary creative

writer."



Whatever the above passage might mean one is
thaqkful that it is not given to us as an illustration of
Indian English prose but is only a part of lhc Intro-
duction.

A teacher would also llave welcomed a consis-

tency and precision about dates. The pieces are not
accompanied by the dates of comlnsition, although
in most cases it is possible to find out the date by
carefully scanning the note on the author. But at
least in a dozen cases (including the pieces by Sri
Aurobindo, Radhakrishnan, Chalapati Rao, Dom
Moraes, Gandhi) even that does not help. The
years of birth of the authors are mentioned in some

cases but not in all. Knowing the date of a piece
and placing the author in time seem to me far more
important than kuowing who w4s awarded a Padma
Bhushan or who received a Satritya Aliademi Award.

MEENAKSHI MUKHERJEE

THE CROW EATERS
By Bapsy Sidhwa
Published by Sangam B<toks, 1980. Rl. J5. pp 283,

Faredoon Junglgryalla, a pionecring EaFi, lea-
ves his ancestral village to seek his fortuire in the
Punja,b. He takes along with him all his worldly
goods, which inolude a doting wife and a shrewisb
mothcr-in-law. Onco he reaches Lalrore, he gra-
dually establishe.s a proqperous business, and
earns.the love and respect of the entire Parsi comniu-
nity.

Stated in lhese terms, The Crow Eaters (so

called because anyone who talks too rruch is said to
have eqten crowst) sounds very tame and dull. But
the novel doesn't depend on the plot or even the story;
it is the lively, lusty characters who bring the novel
to life. Chief among these is Faredoon, or Freddy
to his friends: he quite uoashamedly "listens to the
diqtates of his needs," believes that the British are
"our sovcreigns" and goes to any lengths to flatter
them. He is rasca,lly and shrewd, but, manages to
pfesent a benign image. He is extrernely successful in
his business. The only dark cloud on his horizon is
his mother-in.Iaw Jerbanoo.

Jerbanoo is ir shrew; in fact, she and Freddy re-
cognise the fake in each other and hate

eaoh other with consistent intensity. The
two of them togqther cause many farcical incidente.
Freddy plans to kill Jerbanoo iq a house fue' but she

escapes in a large basket, very coy, dresscd in a sari
petticqt, and pulled do-wn by despairing fuemen;
Freddy, advised by a sadhu, tries to cut off a lock
of Jerbanoo's hair while she's asleep; Jerbanoo cooks

Parsi cutlets iri England, complaining to hcr English
hoits abdut Freddy's gleed: "All in all he ate my
iutlaie. . . "

Along with these are the minor characters, who

add to the general bcdlam. Freddy's son Billy pro-
vides, with his father, some of the comica,lly sexy bits
in the novel; Yezdi is the dreamer and the non-
conformist sob', Putli, the willing wife; tylpg from the
Parsi and British ccmmunities come together in a mad
tangle. The novel speeds from one incident to ano-
ther, pulling along its characters in many comic ges-

tures.

-;, I . -, .lt l; i'
So if yould.like to laugh your way through a

novel, get hold of Tbe Crow Eaters. After all, it
claims to be a "hi'larious saga of a Parsi family."
Hilarious it is to a point. But of a Parsi family?
Where are the distinctive Parsi characteristics? Jer-
banoo and Freddy, stripped of their sadra and kusti,
could be from any community.'ln fact, it's 6, shami
that they.degenerate into caricatures. The only Parsi-
ness of the novel lies in the mention of certain Parsi
customs, beliefs and'superstitions. Problems that face
the community are hghtly touched upon, and hastily
discarded, as for instanae, the problem of inter-
marriage, as seen in Yezdi's a.ffair with an Angto-
lndian girl. But this seoms to be superimposed upon
the f'best-seller" aqrcl of the novel: pleqty of laughs,
sex, and riotous living.

Some fears ago, Perin Bharucha had written
The Fire lilorstipperq a supposed.Iy serious novel
about the Parsis, but which read like Mills and Boon.
And now there's Thc Cr-ow Eaters. .. f wonder when

'someone is going to write a searching, wetrlonsidered
novel about the community?

SI{IREEN VAKIL
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A Secular Humanist
Declaration

Secular humanism is a vital force in the con-
temporary world. It is now under unwarranted and
intemperate attack from various quarters. This
declaration defends only that form of secular huma-
nism which is explicity committed to de.mocracy. It
is.gpposed,to all varieties of belief that seek super-
natural- sanction for their values or esposuse nrle by
dictatorship.

Democratic secular humanism has been a po-
wcrful force in world culture. Its ideals can be
traced to the philosophers, scientists, and poets of
classical Greece and Rome, to ancient Chinese Con-
fucian society, to. the Carvaka movement of India,
and to other distinguished intellectual and moral
traditions.

Secularism and humanism were eclipsed in Eu-
rope during the Dark Ages, when religious piety
eroded humankind's confidence in its own powers
to solve human problems. They reappeared in
force during the Renaissance with the reassertion of
secular 

'and 
humanist values in literature and tbe

arts, again in the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries with 'the 

developmnt of modern science and a
naturalistic view of the universe, and their influence
can be found in the eighteenth century in the Age of
Reason and the Enlightenment. Democratic secu-
Iar humanism has creatively flowered in nodern
times with the growth of freedom and democracy.

Countless millions of thoughtful persons have
espoused secular humanist ideals, have lived signifi.
cant lives, and have contributed to the building of
a more humane and democratic world. The mo-
dern secular humanist outlook has led to the appli-
cation of science and technology to the improvement
on reducing poverty, suftering, and disease in va-
rious parts of the world, in extendirig longevity, on
improving transportation and communication, and

in making the good life possible for more and mort
people. It has led to the emanicipation of hund-
reds of millions of people from the exercise of blind
fa:th and fears of superstition and has contributed
to their education and the enrichment of their lives.

Secular humanism has provided an impetus for
humans to solve their problems with intelligence
and perseverance, to conquer geographic and social
frontiers and to extend the range of human explora.
tion and adventure.

Regretably, we are today faced with a variety
of antisecularist trends: the reappearance of clog-
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matic authoritarian religions; fundamentalist, litera-
list, and doctrinaire Christianity; rapidly growing
and uncompromising Moslem clericalism in the
Middle East and Asia; the reassertion of orthodox
authority by the Roman Catholic papal hierarchy;
nationalistio religious Judaism; and the reversion, to
obscurantist religions in Asia. New cults of unrea-
son :N well as bizane peranormal and occult beliefs,
such as belief in astrology, reincarnation, and the
mysterious power of alleged psychics, are growing in
many Westem societies.

These disturbing developrnents follow in the
wake of the emergence in the earlier part of the
twentieth-eentury- of intolerant messianic and tota-
litarian quasi-religious movements, such as fascism
and communism. These religious activists not only
are responsible for much of the terror and violence
in the world ioday but stand in the way of solutions
to the world's most serious problems.

Paradoxically, some of the critics of secular
humanism maintain that it is a dangerous philcisofhy,
Some assert that it it is "morally corrupting" be-
cause it is committed to individutl freedom, others
that it condones "injustice" because it defcnds demo.
cratic due process.

We who support democratic secular hunanism
deny zuch charges,- which are based ulnn misun-
derstanding and misinterprgtation, and we seek to
outline a set of principles tlat most of us share. Se-
cular humanism is not a dogma or a creed. There
are ulide difterenes of opinion among socular huma-
nists on mapy, issues. Nevertheless, there is a loose
consensus- with respect to several propositions.

We are apprehensive that modern civilization is
threatened by forces antithetical to reason, democ-
racy, and freedom. Many roligious believers will no
doubt share with us a belief in many secular huma-
nist and democratic values, and we welcome their
joining with us in the defonse of these ideals.

l. Frec Inquiry : The first principle of democ-
ratic secular humanism is its commitment to free
inquiry. We oppose any tyranny over the mind of
man, any efforts" by ecclesiastical, political, ideole'
gical, or social institutions to shackle free thought.
In the past, such tyrannies have been directed by
churches and states attempting to enfotce the edists
of religious bigots.

Ih the long struggle in the history of ideas, es-
tabli-shed institutions, both public and private, have
attemptod to bensor inquiry, to impose orthodoxy
on'beliefs and values, and to excommunictte here-
tics and extirpate unbelievers.
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To-day, the struggle for free inquiry has assum-
ed new forms. Sectarian ideologies have become
the new theologies that use political parties and
governmenb in their mission to crush dissident opi-
nion.

2. Separation ol Church and State. Because of
their commitment to freedom, secular humanists be-
lieve in the principle of the separation of church and
state The lessons of history are clear: wherever
one religion or ideolory is established and given g

dominant position in the state, minority .opinions are
in jeopardy.

A pluralistic, open democratic society allows
all points of view to be heard. Any effort to impoce
qn exclusive conception of Truth, Piety, Virtue, or
Justice upon the whole of society is n violation of
free inquiry. Clerical authorities shou'ld not be per-
milted to legislate tbeir onm parochia,l views -whether moral, phi,losophrical, political, educational,
or social--for the rest of society:.

3. Tte lileal of Freedom, There are many forms
of totalitarianism in the modern world-secular and
nonsecular-all of which we vigorously oppose. As
democratic secularists, we consistently defend the
ideal of freedom, not only freedom of conscience and
belief from tlose ecclesiastical, political, and eco-
nomic lnterests that seek to reprcss tlrem, but ge-

nuine polifical liberty, democratic decision-making
based upon majority rule, and resp€ct for minority
rights and the rule of law.

We stand not only for freedom from religious con-
trdl but,for freed'om :frcim jingoistic government control
as well. We are for lib€rty and tbe pursuit of
happiness. In our view, a free society should also
en@urage some measure of economic freedom, sub-
ject only to such restrictions as are.necessary in the
public interest.

'' 
4. BtUhp ;Based on Critioal Intelligence. The

moral views of secular humanism have been sub
jected to criticism by religious fundamentalist theists.
The secular humanist reoognizes tlrc central role of
morality in human life. Indeed, ethics was deve-
loped as a branph of human knowledge long before
religionists fioclaimed their moral systems based
upon divine authority.

For secular humaniqts, ethical condust is, or
should be judged by icritiia,l reason, and their goal
is to develop autonomous and responsible indivL
duals, capable of making 'their own choioes in life
based upon an understanding of human behaviour.
Mora,lity that is not, God-based need not be anti-
social, subjective, or promiscuous, nor need it lead
to the breakdown of moral stand.ards.

t4

Although we believe in tolerating diverse life-
styles and social manners, we do not think they are
immune to criticism. Nor do we betiwe that my
one church shou,ld impoee its views of moral virtuo
and sin, sexual conduct, marriage, divorce, birth
control, or abortion, or legislate them for the rest
of society.

5. Moral Education. We believe that moral de-
velopment should be cultivated in children anC

young adults. Wo do not believe that any psfticu-
lar sect can claim important values as their exclu-
sive property; hence it is the duty of public educa-
tion to deal with these values. Accordingly, w€
sulryotr moral education in the schools that are design-
ed to develop an appreciation for mora,l virtues, intElli-
gence, and the building of character.

We wish to encourage wherever possible the
growth of moral awareness and the capacity for free
choice and an understanding of the consequences
thereof.

6. Religious Skepticism. As secular humanists,
we are generally skeptical about supernatural claims.
We recognize the imlnrtanoe of religious experiences.
That experience redirects and gives lasaning to the
lives of.human beings; we deny however that such ex'
periences have anything to do with the supertatural.
We are doubtfu,l of traditional views of God and divi-
nity.

Symbolic and mythological interpretations of
religion often serve as rationalizations for a sophis-
ticatcd minority, leaving the bulk of mankind to
flounder in theological confusion. We consider the
universe-to be a dynamio soene of natural fores
that aro most effectively understood by scientifio in-
quiry.

7. Reason. We view with conceril the current
attack by non-secularists on rea$n and science. We
are committed to the use of the rational methods of
inquiry, logic and evidence in developing knowledge
and testing claims to tnrth. Since human beings are
prone to etr, we are open to the modification of all
principles, including those goveming inciuiry, believ-
ing that they may be in need of constant corection.

Although not so naive as to believe that reason
and science can easily solve all human problems,
we nonetheless contend that they can make a major
contribution to human knowledge and can be of be-
nefit to humankind. We know of no better substitute
for the cultivation of human intelligence.

8. Science and Technolog5r. We believe the'scien-
tific method. though imperfect, is still the most re-
liable way of understanding the world. Ifence, we
look to the natuial, biological, social, and behavio-
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ral sciences for knowledge of the universe and man's
plaoc within it.

While we are aware of, and oppose, the abuses
of misapplied technology and its possible harmful
consequences for the natural ecology of the human
environment, we urge resistance to unthinking efforts
to limit tcchnological or scientific advances.

Wc appreciate the great benefits that science
and technology (especially basic and applied re-
search) can bring to humankind, but we also recog-
nize the need to balance scientific and technological
advances with cultural explorations in art, music,
and literature.

9. Evolutiorr. Today the theory of evolution is
again under heivy attack by religious fundamen-
talists. Although the theory of evolution cannol
be said to have reached its final formulation, or to
be an infalliable. principle oi science, it is nonethe-
less supported impressively by the findings of many
sciences. There may be some significant difterences
among scientists concerning the mechanics of evolu-
tion: yet the evolution of the species is sul4nrted so
strongly by the weight of evidenoe that it is difficult
to reject it.

10. Education. In our view, education should be
the essential method of building humane, free, and
democratic societies. The aims of education are

many; the transmission of knowledge; training for
occupatious, careers, and democratic citizenship; and
the encouragemcnt of moral growtlr. Among its vi-
tal purposes should also be an attempt to develop
the capacity for critical intelligence in both the indi-
vidual and the community.

Democratic secular humanism is too important
for human civilization to abandon. Reasonable
persons will surely recognize its profound: contribu-
tions to hum,an welfare. We are , nevertheless sur-
rounded by doomsday prophets of disasfer, always
wishing to turn the clock back- they are anti-science,
anti-freedom, anti-human.

In contrast, the secular humanistic outlook is
basically melioristic, looking forward with hope ra-
ther than backward with despair. We are cornmit-
ted to extending the ideals of reason, freedom, indi-
vidual and collective opportunity, and democracy
throughout the wodd community.'

Secular humanism places trust in human inte.l.
ligence rather than in divine guidance. Skeptical
of theori:s of red;mprtion, damnation, and reincar.
na,tion, sesular humanists attehpt to approach the
human situation in realistic. terms: human beings are
responsible for their own destinies.

Drafted bv Paul Kurtz. Blitor, Froe Inquiry.
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