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The Two Super-Powers
NISSIM EZEKIEL

With Reagan as President, America is certain
to confront the Soviet Union more strongly than she
did under Carter. Is this a desirable or an undesi-
raple prospect from the viewpoint of democracy and
treedom ? 1Is world peace likely to be in greater
danger than it is now ? 1Is the independance of the
92 nations, including India, claiming to be non-
aligned, threatened by the possible assertion of
American military might on a global scale?

Obviously, there are no simple answers to these
questions unless one is ideologically biased in favour
of the Soviet Union, and welcomes her expansionist
role in creating a communist world. It is less easy
to support an American policy of defeating that aim
even if the aim itself is supported. Much depends on
how America proposes to carry it out. Whatever the
strategy, the risksare enormous. They are known to
both sides. The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has
put its clock at three minutes to midnight — the nu-
clear end of life on earth.

It is some time since the slogan Better Red
Than Dead was used in recommending appeasement
of the Soviet Union. Today, it is more widely re-
cognised than ever before that Red Means Dead for
millions, anyway, including those who are willing to
pay any price for peace. They should know that
they cannot hope to live as normal human beings at
all under a totalist world government dominated by
the Soviet Union. What they expect is every con-
ceivable move for postponing the evil day, and they
think it can be postponed by avoiding a confronta-
tion.

The evidence suggests that failure to take a
stand by those who know very well the nature of
communism only encourages it to enlarge its ambi-
tions. A stand may result in a more sober assess-
ment by the Soviet Union of its chances in the deadly
game it wants to play, and therefore persuade it to
modify its aggressive plans. The problem is whe-
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ther Reagan's America can wisely restrict its own
tactics to bring about that result.

America has the faults and weaknesses of an
open society. The most radical criticism of it is by
Americans, published in America and freely debated.
Its domestic and foreign policies, its institutions and
ideas, the typical character and  personality of its
citizens, are .subject to endless questioning, and
change in accordance with changing public opinion.
Venality and corruption exist, as in every country,
but they are never beyond exposure, as Watergate
proved. ;

In horrifying contrast, the Soviet Union is as
completely closed a society as a society can be.
Criticism of it appears only outside the country.
Inside, a “dissenter” is treated as a criminal or a
madman. Its domestic and foreign policies are
made by people who hold and exercise absolute
power. lts institutions and ideas are claimed to be
creations of an inevitable, historically determined
process destined to be duplicated in the near future
all over the world.

None of the non-aligned countries is comple-
tely non-aligned, and perhaps cannot be. Still,
there is a limit to how far in one or other direction
a country may go and still claim to be an indepen-
dent moral and political force. The movement as
a whole tends to be suspicious of America and the
developed countries, with which it wants economic
equity. On the other hand, it is spiritually blind to
Soviet intentions in international relations, and to
its totalist character at home.

It is certain that America and the Soviet Union
are not merely super-powers to be equated in our
political arguments for finding a suitable stance in
our national interest. One represents democracy
and freedom in all their human imperfections, the
other totalist dictatorship in all its inhuman perfec-
tion. No differences or agreements between India
and America or India and the Soviet Union can
obscure that fact.
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