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A Chief Minister as Clown 
NISSIM EZEKIEL 

1~hc service of the naive, in politics as i111 other 
areas, is that it brings into the open widely held 
values. It gives vo:ce to the voiceless, and re­
veals attitudes that are otherwise concealed. 

F1'0m that point of view, both Mr. Antulay 
and Mr. Bb.osale have played and co-ntinue to 
play an important role in our public life. Mr. 
Antulay institutionalises and glori.fie.-: oorruption. 
Mr. Ohosal~ announces that M:~. Gandhi is a 
goddess and that he prostrates himself before 
her. The implied modes of thinking and feeling, 
though rarely announced sv bluntly, a1·e nor­
mally :lcceptable in India. 

ln attacking Mr. Antulay and Mr. Bhosalc 
we are not t~~ttack:ng individuals only but the 
way of life t hey represent. It shoul:' not be our 
case against them merely tha,t they p!'l2ach 
what they practice ~nstead of dealing beh'nd 
the fWl."e~; m· under the truble. It is nai.vte of them 
to pre~?.ch t~.s t:.hey do, but itt is no more than 
naivete. Our demand is not for more soPhistica­
tion but for more clarity, honesty, self-criticism 
and soundness in thought and action. 

In a letter to the editor of a national news· 
paper, a oorrespondent writes about Mr. Bhosale: 
·•rt ie one thing to be a flatterer : it is worse for 
a chief minister to be proud of be'ng one and 
to ad.m.lt it pu}j! id y. If Mrs. Gandhi must sur­
roun·J hP.l':!E:!f with sycophants she should choose 
only thos-e capable of not appearing to be so." 
( The Times of lndia, 15 F eb.) 

The proposed remedy here, though not worse 
than the disease, is still a disease. Unless intend­
ed to be ironic, it suggests that clever and subtle 
flattery, which refutes the laberl, is pref~rable to 
the straightforward variety which boa.S~ts as it 
blusters along. 

We need as a people to learn that loyalty and 
faith need not be blind. They do not require t he 
1$at.:rifice of self-respect, independence of mind 
and ar.n.lytiC'al a~se~smcnt of leaders or polides. 
Prostration before the image of a goddess or 
gud b: p;::.!· ~ o~: a religi.ous ritual. It should have 
no other place in our lives where our relation­
ships are w'lh human beings, •vith whom we 
~hare the limitations and weaknesses of be.'ng 
human. 

That Mr. Bhosalc pl'Ovided Mr. Antulay wiLh 
publ:c office so soon after being ind!oted for 
corn: ;;~ion by a court of law is a gr:.evous reflec­
tion on both of them. 

1\faharashtra is s· ngularly unfortunate to have 
«S Cl.l'e.f Mini:o.ter now a man so immature that 
he th'l'ks his prestige is enhanced if he is refe,·~ 
red to as Barr'ster. All talk of giving h'm a filir 
chance, and not assessing him till he had the 
time to a.c.t on some major admin'.strat've and 
poFt'cal questions, is alr~tady prov~ an exercil)S 
m futil'lty. 

Mr. Bhosale s1·mply does not have the calibre, 
the s~ture, even the ditgn:,ty needed for high 
office. There is sometlhing of the clown in his 
persona!ity. Th,at he believes the myth of M:r. 
Antulay's "dynam:sm'' i.s evidence of his polit'cal 
ineptitude. 

There is not the slightest prospect, in my 
view, that Maharashtra will make mu~h pro­
gress because of the adm1.n'strative and politi<'1ll 
abilities of Mr. Bhosale. If it does, it will b~ 
insp'te of him. As for Mr. Antulay the end of 
the road is not yet. He will keep bobbing up in 
h :.s characteristically vain and melodramatic 
manner which, b.e thinks, impresses people. And 
he will go down, Ms head bloody but unbowed, 
over and over again. 

It is Maharashtra and l11dia tfuat will pay the 
price for all this tomfoolery. 



A VARIETY OF COMMENT
K. S. VENKATESWARAN

l. The Limits of Aid 2. Antulay and the Law
EVEN as many jn the legal profession and

outside bergan resigning thernselves to accepting
the disappo-nting judgernent of the Suprento
Court in what came to be known as 'the "Judges
Case", a bright ray of hope appeared on tbe
judicial hor'.zon. TIhe Bombay High Court deil-
vered its momentous judgement in the Antulay
affair.

Apant from the immediate political implica-
tions that followecl Just'ce Lentin's h'storic rul.
i.ng, the case is singularly signrficanrt for at
{east two important reasons of a, far-reach:ng
character.

First, it has demonstrated, more vividly than
ever before, the true strength ancl value of a

fearless, inclependent judici,ary in a democrae.v
governed by the rule of law. Th's aspect ile.
serves to be highlighJed in tlh,e pr,evai,Lng
atmosphene of widespread cyn'cism, sustained
assiduously by poli,t:eians whose altrergy to judi-
cial independence is only too well-known.

Secoirdly, the verdict agui.nst Antulay has
established the salutary principle that, given the
will, determination a,nd publ'c spirit, it is possi-
ble even for an orcl:nary citizen to bring to book
an errant holder of public office, however high
and powerful, if he has a reasonably good case.

Called locus standi in striot l,egalese, the latter
aspect was, inpidentally, underscored by the
Supreme Court itself in i,ts recent judgement. As
cne of the senior counsel appearing in that case
pointed out, it corntituted a major victory for
the petitioners, despite their case being dism'ss.
ed on merit in the end. Whetlher or not more
of our fellowmen will avail of this invaluable
rlght remains, however, a moot question.

S. Ameriean Sanetions
ONE of the i,rorfical off-shoots of the recent

developments in Poland, has been the criticisnt
whr,ch the Ameriean sanctions h,ave provoked
from many countries, notably those in the socia"
list camp. The d;plomacy of -sanctions, goes the
charge, represents at best a modified technique
of imperialism.

\VHEN Ronald Reagan spoke out his mind ou

internatio'nai clevelopment issues at the Cancun

summit meeting trast Novernber, many in the

Third lVorlcl interpreted his remarks as but

another manifestat'ion of Western insensi'tivity

to the appalling poverty of the so-oalled less

cleveloped countr.es (LDCs). The American

President was rounclly cnstigated for the alJeged

lack of sympathy which characteriseil his pro-

ttouncerments o[, among orhher things, the

relevance of direct fittancial ass;lsrtance to tha
i

.,iLDCs.

lllhrich is not really surpr:singly, bercause not

only was flh,e burden of Reagan's song dis-

appointingly unconvent'onal ( frorn the Third

World's point of view ) but, more sign ficantly,

the American President drd precious little to

ca,mouflage his remarks in the euphemist'c lingo

that has so dominated discttsson on sensitive

international questions over the years.

"Unless a nait'on puts irts econon0'c ancl finan'

eial house in order, no amount of aid will produre

progress," observecl Reagan with characteristic

candour, the stern mes,sage intends'd to hit the

LDCs where it hiurrts most. Reagan's no-nonsense

approach to econom:c clevelopmen,t, laylng as it
d,oes tremendous stress on individual initiative,

frcedom of choiae and extensive reliance on the

open manket, could hardly be expested to glad'

den the heants of his Southern coUeagues, most

of whom were iucurably addicted to centaalised

plauing, massive state inrtervention and 'straru
gulating controtrs on private enterprise. Their
reraction was as swift as it was prediptable.

How long, one wonders, wJll such meaningless
semantis exchanges continue? And to what end?
The LDCs might have some jus,tlfication in th.eir
case against lVestern economic praot;pes, e.g,
growing protect'onism in certain European and
Americian markets, but to ruutinoly drsmiss t/he

valdity of the thesis thab axl from the affiuent
North can pley only a subordinrate, catalytic rolo
ln development, is to show a reckless contempt
for history.
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What is curious about the allegation is that
these very countries have been more vocal than
the lest in their vigorous advocacy of stringent
sanetions aga;nst So,uth Afri,ca and, tc a lesser
exten,t, against Israel, both in the United Nat'ons
and outside. To reconc'le the'r prt,setlt aversiott
to flhe dipl,omacy of sancf-ons with their und's-
guised stand in the past, is not easy.

The question that deserves to be asked to
assess the justness of the American aotion,

aocording to our social'st friends, is whe+,her the
general mass of the Polish peorple has in any
signi,ficant way benefited, directly and imme-
diaterly, by the sanct'ons. By the same token, it
can be asked with equal eannestness and rele-
vance w{hether by isolatirng South Afrioa on all
fronts, any significant irnprovement in the
condition of the teeming mass of that country's
black population has been ac,hieved.

Although the answer to both quesfons is
admittedly in the negative, hypocrisy and blind
li:'cjudice prevents those u'ho have, overtly or
by slent acquiescanee, erndorsed ttre blataat
suppress'on of human rights in Poland, from
acknowledging tlre utiltity of the Amencan
move, however symbolic it miight seem in the
present oontext.
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RED DISINFORMATION
Propaganda is something the Commmnists use

with impun'ty. They tbms eome out w'nners
more often than not in the pro,paganda war with
tlrre democracies.

Propaganda is someth'ng the Reds can toy
with rnore effectively than anyone else. They
are not encumbered by the truttr, or by the
niceties of pledges or moral..ty. They cut corners
with fasts in the ruthless pursuit of tjhreir goals.

Take the Sovlet llnion: jn its oont'nuing
ideologieal war with the Unit€d States, it has
oome up with someth;ng even better than pro-
ganda : disinfornstlon.

In the propanganda war, the U.S. has definitely
taken a back seat to the Soviets.

Th's is Utre word from the d'nsctor of the U.S.

International Communicaf,ons Agency, vrh'ch
used to be the U,S. Informafon $ervice (USIS).
This agency is, of cours€, the vehiele wth wh-rch

the U.S. countens Russian propanganda and, for
good measure, irssues answering assertions of
i,ts own.

II;s assertion is thait, in necent days, the U.S.
has reaoted much too strowly to a spate of Soviet
prnpaganda ofrensives.

Th;s has resulted in the lackadaisical att:tutle
of Amerca's aUies in Europe. S.oviet disinforrna-
tion has more or less caused the anti-American
senfment among: Eunopearns, aeording to him.

lth,e Sorret disinformation drive arnong: Euro-
peans is that they are the perace lovers and the
Amerroans the warmongers. The Americans are
the ones, as piotuned, trying to insrnuate their
Pershing and cruise miss'les into Europe, wh:le
the Soviets will have nothing of this. As the
Soviet d;sinformatbn taofc puts it, the Ameri-
cans couldn't care less what harppens in Europe
ao long as tlhey st€al a mantih on the Soviets.
IVho car€s about Durope so long as Amer'ca !g
safe? Thrat's the So'vi,et dlsinformation line.

Ttre free world started fightirng li,es and in-
accuracies with the facts.

Another project is Dateline America, a news
feature service. Amercan information offieials
a.re now keep'ng their fingens crossed. Can staid,
irnpersonal and stra;ght repont'ng of the facts
cope with Soviet disinformation and propaganda?

FEBRUARY-MARCH 1982

The American predicament, it seems, is being
suffered in U.S. ties with Red Chna. Pek'ng is
even now unleaslhing its dsnformation campaign
against the Americans, has in fact had this dis-
informat'on campa'gn go-ng for some tirne now.

Peking has, in trruth, been conductlng a two-
pronged disjnformation drive vis-a-vis the U.S.
First, it has held out the possibility tbat its
massed arm'es can immobilize the Rus,sian war
maohine in the'r common borders. Second, it has
stuck to the line that it has notftring but peaoeful
intentions with respect to flhe Rerpubtic of China
on Taiwan.

It is a sad fact that the U.S., has played right
into Red Ch'nese [ands in trying to use the Red
Cnina Card againrst the Soviets. Pek'ng does not
really have to bend over backward in gearing i0s
d;sinformation campaign in this regard. The
U.S. is just too willing to get its neck in the
noose on this one.

Regard'ng the Taiwran question, the Ameri-
cans too often fall easy prey, as the Red Ctrinese
have been playrng coy on tltte subject. Ttreir r+
cent peace offenswe is a prime exarnple. It does
not fool us, but it h,as ra;sed doubts among
many Americans on our receptivity to what they
think are anr,icable, fraternal gestures froan
Pek;ng.

D:sinformation on a sweeping scale is what
this amounts to. Peking has made a winning
game of this enterpr'se. Our objective, then, is
to prevent the Reds frsm loading the base$, to
get them to stril<e out the next dme at bat.

Tlhat calls for counter-dirsinformaf,on, @
counter-propanganda ;f youplease. We should get
our message to the Americans, strongly and
persuasrvely.

IVe are haeky in th:rs respect that President
Reagan has replaced J!,mmy Carter and his co-
horts who sold us ourt in the'r hurry to play the
Red Chinese card.

But we can't be too complacent either. Reagan
is bmet on all sides with the demande of world
pol'tics, the cons'traints on Amer'can leadership
of the free world. We rhave to dig in, to get in
a few l'cks of our ol.Jn. or as muroh as ws possibly
can. Help'ng those Ameri,eans and all others who
beli,eve in our cause is helping ourselves.

RAMA SWARUP



TURKEY IN TT]RMOIL
RASHMI TANEJA

Military sources say that 40,000 persons lrave
been detained, of which nearly 30,000 have betn
indicted. Several hundred trade unionists are
also reportecl to be under detention. Almost 85

death sentences have been possed and 11 have
been carried out. Torture is said to be praetised
in the oountry's jails; some of the vi,ctims have
died.

The scenario is not General Jaruzelski's Poland,
but General Kenan Euren's Turkey. And Vet,
inspite of the infringement of human rights, the
lmposition of martial law in Turkey has not
evoked the emotional outbursts of rage on the
same scale as did the Polish crisis.

Today, 17 months after the coup d'etat, the
military ad,ministration appa,rently enjoys the
support of the majority of the population. Mos{
Tlurks find it djfficult to forget the earlier years.
For three years the Turks lived through a night-
mare of violence, civil strife and anarchy. Fierce
gang warfare between left and rigttt armed
extremists ravaged the oountry. 5000 died in
1980 alone.

Along with the violence people recall tihe

feuding politicians arnd their corruption, the
battered ec'onomy, the runaway inflation, the
severe shortages and the flourishing blaek mar-
ket.

The armed forc.es have restored law and order.
There are few assassination attempts now on
the streets of Ankara. Most of the terrorists
have been rounded up and their a,rms seized.
Indeed, the authorities elaim to have been
remarkably just and even{handed irn their crack.
down on the terrorists of the far-left and far-
right.

The rulers have scored some qeonomic gains
too. During the late '?0s, the Turkish economy
had been shattered by oil price rises, growing
indebtedness abroad, stagnant exports and a
spiralling import bill, which were the climax of
proteotlonist policies adopted by suoeessive
governments for over half a century. By 1979.
there were acute shortages of essential commo-
dities. Inflation peaked at t20/o in 1980.

The rate of inflation is down to 40% and
productivity levels have risen markedly. Exports

6
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rvei.e up in 1981 by a,lmost 55t'o over the pre-

vious year. T'rade witjlr, the Middle East is
buoyant. The Turrkish markets are now ripe for
foreign investment,

The series of measures to shove ttp the eco-

nomy were ushered in two years ago u,nder the
civilian governrnent by the F inance Minister trfr.
Turgut Ozal, and adopted by the military regi,me.
Th.e recrovery has to a great extqnt been assisted
by the constraints imposed by the adrminisfuation,
Strikes are banned and trade union activity is
prohibited. 

-:..

According to some experts the rmovery may
be shorllived. There is some scepticism whether
the eeonomic turnaround will be abl,e to resc';e
the country from its state of collapse.

Since their intervention on September 12
1980, power has resided with the five-,member
National Security Council, headed by General
Euren. The Generals have promised to restore
democracy sometims in 1983 or 1984. There
seems little reason to doubt their intentions.
After all, the military holds a good trank record
in handing back power to the civilian politicians
at the appncpriate time.

During the last two decades power has see-
sawed between the governments of Mr. BulenU
Ecevit, leader of the Republican People's party.
and Mr. Suleyman Deminel, chalrman of the
righLwing Justice Party, interspersed with pe-
riods of Military ruie.

Rersent actions by the Military have however
given cause for unease. On October 16, last year
tihe National Security Council disbanded the
political parties. As a matter of fact, the parties,
L8 in all, had already been banned from eargaging
in any poi,itical activities for wer a year. The
eouncil alss announced the forrnation of a consul-.
tative assernbly, consisting of handpi,cked mem-
bers, unsullied by any association with the
"irresponsible politi'eians of the past".

The consultative assembly will prepare a new
constitution and draft new laws relating to
political parties ancl the eleetoral system. The
rnessage is clear, the system must be cleansed
before a fresh start is made. If the regime's
1.'!aus for the new Turkish republic succeed, it

{
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is probable that the new constitution will vest
power in an authoritarian centralised administra-
tbn rvith General Euren perhaps as its first
president.

As a member of Nato, developments in Turkey
have been viewed with disfavour by the \Vest
European partners of the alliance. The generals'
reaffirmed commitment'to Nato have met with
approval in Washjngtcn. While disregarding the
repressive aspects, President Reagan has pro-
mi,sed military and economic aid worth 900
million in t982. Tur*ey is now strategically
important to NATO on its vulnerable south-
earqteml plank, panticularly as the new sociaUst
government in neighbouring Greece under Mr.
Andreas Papandrson has taken up an anti-Nato
posture.

lVhat of the future ? While the mass of the
population appears quiescent, disgruntled voices

are being heard. fire politicians, out in the

wilderness are hostile to the Generals. When tjhe

former Prime Minister and leader of the Repub-

lican People's Party Mr. Bulent Ecevit publicly
censured the regime, he garned himself a 3-

montih jail sentenrce. The journalists operating
tunder severe restr-cti'ons oppose the regime too.

Also enrbittered are the universi,ty academics
who face the threat of being transferred to the
remote eastern provinces to improve educational
standards ihere.

These stirrings of discontent may yet flow

into a broad-based oppositlon to the regime, but
only with the passing of years. Time may prove to

be the ene,my of the Generals. It looks as if the

descendants of Kemal Ataturk, the founder of
the Republic, will spend the next few years in
the shadows.
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THE WORLD OF BOOKS
f,

AGATNST THE TIDE by Minoo Masaui. Vikas

Publishing House Pvt. Ltd. Price Rs.95'00 Pp. 393.

LOOK BACK WTTH CANDOUR

In ctlironologircal sequenrce, ,the second part of
Minoo Masani's Memoirs picks up from where

he left off in his earlier bbok, Bliss was it in that
Darvn! That was the point where a lusty band

of idealists hacl managed to tether tiheir bcat
callecl "Independence" and make their way to
the discovery of an idea called India.

In spirit, the pr,esent book leaps back forty
years to another one, smaller, bound in simpie
ha.ndwuven cloth, witrh the title 'Orur India' which
was to set a whole generation of young Ind ans

thinking about what they were still about 'r,io in-
herit.

'Against therTide' al,so looks to the young, who
might wonder what has happened to this itrherit-
ance, in a rulnner, that in spte of Uhe obvious
autob-ographical fra'rnework, and to that extent
self-justificatory tone, is meant to educate, in-
spire a.nrl prod t[em by the reientless logic of
his thought to tackle the decades ahead.

One co.mmentator has deseribed Masani as the
only "modern politician" in post-independence
India. He rneans perhaps that Masanri alone has
a capacity for a carefully thought-out al,most
scientific understanding of his role and, by in-
ference, of his astions. llltis is what makes his
analysis of the major events and personalities
of the last three decades more than just another
personal account of a much-written-about era.

Masani argues his case orut from the vantage-
point of a passlonately conrmitted li,beral, without
ever letting his emotions get the better of him.
Under his scrutiny, enl'ivened by hiis trerwhant
witty style, whirdr does not make allowances for
anyone, not even himself, ea,eh stormy epicentre
of recent history becomes a turning point that
throws up questions likely to engage the atten-
tion of any'thi'nking person at any t;me in a

free society.

In a book called State of Emergency the
authors have created a fictitious African country

8

in the throes of post-independence survival and
invited the reader to try and control the course
of events by giving lhim a series of c,hoices. Ttrese
propel the story forwards to another set of
choices, a.nd so on till a series of different,
s.eenarios p'ut an end to these choices.

t\{asani also invites the reader to play this
game of "if only" by settlng his scene in s,uch
a mann,er that the reader is compelled to consider
the d,fferent choices open to people. 'Irheir man-
ner of taking action is described, with a commen-
tary on their possible motives, & detailed
exposition of hls own thoughts and actions
dturing the situation. and finally the end res,ulb.

One may or may not agree with Masani, but
one cannot heip admirung the absolute clarity of
his presentation, his fairness evetr to those
people towards whrom he has been obliged to
take a stand of lifelong opposition, and the
inflexi,ble adherence to principle behind every
issue.

Perhaps the most controversral part of the
book is the {tory oi his stormy relat:onshjp rvith
th,e "prinee" sd Indyan politics, Jawaharlal Nehru.
It is not w.thout a certain poignancy, wh-ch
l,ingers in the tribute th,at Masani pays to the
man himself. Thls does not, however, distract
him from pursulng his role as the most celebrat-
ed Nehru-baiter of the fifties, or dimin:sh his
c,onviction that more than anyone else, Nehru
led the cou'n,try step by step into the chaos of
lost opportunitles tthiat bedevils it today.

It seems as though every turn that Nehru
took, whether in the matter of non-alignment
or of economic policies, hls stances on the world
stage with regard to his neighbours or jssues
such as Hungary or Formosa, tlire dissenting
figure of Masani stood by his side, breathing
fire and lo,gie down his neck. One eannot
say whose was the greater capacity for endu-
rance but, out of the conflict, was forged the
role that Masani took upon himself. It was that
of a leader who gave voice, meaning ancl
charae.ter to the idea of an Opposition.

It js not without some irony that this rnost
crucial of r.oles in a healthy democracy whicfir
was all too often represented as a form of anti-
nati,onal behaviour leading to ,'fissiparous
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tendencies", the most often mentioned bogey of
the fifties, should now seem like a model of
parliamentary behaviour. Even contradictions
are taken today as a sign of growth. The issues
that were raised then were for the most part
issues that debated the fundamental rights of
the individual and how best to create a society
that would safeguard them. Politics in
Bismarckian terms is the art of the possible,

and to men who drea,med the impossibl,e idea of
a new India, the biggest betrayal lay in the
manner in which Nehru tailored their drea,ms

to fit what was possible to him.

Tihre oentral portion of the book details the
various phases in the formation, growth and
eventual deeline of the Swatantra Party. In the
process Masani, who had dedicated his book to
''the memory of Rajaji, the great dissenter" deli-
neates. the role played by thi,s great statesman

,from the South. He onee comrnented : "The
danger of communists does not corne from the
cliscipline of their organisatlon or their sabotage
activities but from the intelleretual instability
of the ed,ucated class."

Thls instability is the tragic flaw that Masani
a,ttributes to Nehru's thinking, whiph made him
a dernocrat in his mind but an autocrat in his
actions; whi'ch prompted him to kick capital,ism
out throug{h the front dor and i,nvite State
Capitalis,m in its stead; which led him to preach
non-ali,gnment in one breath and implore aid
frorn the West in another, most notably at the
time of the Chinese attaek. Masani's greatest
ind;retment of Nehru is that it was this chronic
ambivalence that allowed him to legitimatize the
communist credo by giving it an aura of respect-
a,bility with which to strengtheur their hold on
the popular imagination.

The effect of this instability was to make for
a leadersh,[ that continually functioned from a
position of insecurity, th,at saw any opposition
to it as a threat to its own survival. Conversely,
this insequrity, whic[ was projected as a danger
that could easily convulse the infant state, was
used as a t'eason for pro'moting authoritarianism
as the only way of moving forward with single-
ininded purpose.

"No clemocracy can survive if a[ power k
concentrated in the hands of one party and there
is no other party strong enoug.h to prevent the
misuse of tlhat power," rvrote Masani in his elec-
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tion manifesto of January L957. Twearty-five
years later the effects of not heeding to that
cry are being felt with as little hope to there
being a solution. If at all, the situation is worse,
for it is aocompanied by a widespread ignorance
ttrat is the result of our educational system, the
cynicism that no system can possi,bly work, and
the traditional fatalism that makes a mockery
of all action.

It is in this sense that the book serves as a
corrective. It not only strows what one individual
can do "against th,e tide" b'ut in restating the
old debates he fought on "Bread and Freedom",
the dangers of a totalitarian state, and the hypo-
crisy of thinking left and living right, Masani
underscores the idea that trbeedom is not a gift
that can be taken or bestowed on anyone. It is
above all a matter of right thinking.

As Masani explains regarding the word
Swatantra: "Swatantra, as I have often ex-
plained to foreign friends, is a beautiful concept.
It is somethjng more than mere freedom jn
English or freiheit in German. It does mean
freedom, but it also means something more.
The best translatlon would be self-propelled,
se.lf-motivated, self-deterrnined, that is, the
decision oomes not by coercion from outside but
by decision from within. It is the indiv-d,ual
counterpart of national self-determinat.,on. In
that sense it is the epitome of the li,beral idea."

This positive attitude sfhrows Masani trooking
back so that we can look ahead. It shows him as
a warior of the hero:c mould whose only motto
contlnues to be that which he had chosen long
ago to head the "Many Voices" page of ,'Fleedcm

First" : "To strive to seek, to find, and not to
yield."

GEETA DOCTOR

Dr. AMBEDKAR: LIFE AND MISSION by
Dhananjay Keer, Popular Prakashan, Bombay,
Rs.80.00.

Hlstory i,s replete with insrtances of m,an's i:r-
humanity to man. Slavery, which is the most
heinous of such oppressions, has existed from
tlre earlir:st clays ancl snbsists in one folm or'

othcl in some parts of the world even now. Rut
the sclouge of untouchability appears, to have
been a speciality of our own countrlr.

I
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No one knows how thjs perni,eious system

originated, though many believe that it was Bfl

off-shoot of the caste system which has seriptulal
authority and possibly some relevance in a prinri-

tive setting. Once it took root, the encrustation

flourished in a,ll its ugliness in different parts of
'"he aountry.

One of the wolst-affeeted areas was Kerala'

There the notion of pollution was developed to

sudh' absurd lengths that persons were catego-

rise,l as "untou,oharbles, unapproachables and

unseeables" - those in the last category could

move about only at night ! Saints, Reformers,

Poets and others trjed to put an end to these

practices, but to no avail. It required a man of
herculean ability and determination to deal with
the slituation. Such a man of destiny was

,A.mbedkar.

Dr. Ambedkar came from a fa r1y well-to-do
family in the Konkan region of what is now Maha^

ra,shtna. Eut he had the m:rsfortune to be horn

a Malhar, a caste classified as untouchable. On

account of this he had to undergo untold humilia-
tion for m,any years. When he was quite young,

ha and his cnusins were thrown out of a bullock
cart in rvhich they were travelling merely be-

eause they uere untouchables. The whole day
the poor children had to wander about without
even drink',ng water. On a,nother occasion, hc
was beaten up for having slaked h;s frrirst at a

"forbidden" well. So th,e rron entered his soul
ouite early in life, and thrs ranoour and sense of
grievance against his co-religion;sts pers'sted to
the erd.

Fortunately, a god-father in the person of the
i,hen Ruler of Barnda, Maharaja Sayadi Rao, took
Arnbedkar urnder his tutelage and enabled him to
proceed to the United States for higher studies.
Once he got th;s flying stant, the bril,liant scholar
that Ambedkar was managed to garner a$ many
degrees and qualifireat'ons as the U.S. and the
U.K. could confer on hirn - of oourse within
the I'mitations of the tfme and re,sources avail-
able to htm. By the time he was called to the
Bar in England in 1922, he had made h's rnark
not only am'ong his own people, but also in
Western India. From that it was quite easy for
hi,m to enter the arena of nat;onal politics.

I had the priviledge cf rvorking fairly closely
with Dr. Ambedkar when he rvas at tln. ltgight
of his power and fame. He was then the Law
Min;ster in the Gover:rment of India ancl the

t0

Chairman of the Draftlng Commt'ttee of the

Constituent Assembly of Ind;a. (l was then an

official of the Constifuent Assembly) ' Her brought

all his erudirtion and dynamism to the trask en-

trusted to him, and was a match for all the

other tregal iuminaries and poli'tical leaders who

dominated the Constituent Assembly. He was

rightly cailcC the Father of the Indfan Constitu'
tion. The "unfontunate'' school-boy rvho \raJ
pushed out of a bullock oart in Konkan hao

come a long way !

The book under review, by Dhananjay Keer,
gives a very vivid ac'ount of how this miracle
happened. In the course of h,is narrative, the
rruthor gives equal prominen:e to the lifeJong
srtruggle of Dr. Ambedkar in removing the dis-
abilities of the dcwn-trodden cornmunities of the
Hindu faith. In this sndeavour h.e came into direct
confrcntation with Mahatma Gandhi himself,
but pursued his course of action undaunted.

Orthodox circles howled at h;rn in anger, but
this only made the learned Doctor more cheeky
and truculent. He redoubled his efforts tn attack
the citadel of orthodoxy by all the means avail-
able to him, e.g. temple entry, openr-ng of tanks
and wells, to Harijans, and prornotion of educa-

tion. However, the furious pace of his activities
was bound to affect his health, and he realiseC

that time was running out for him. So . we flnrl
him towards the fag-end of h;s life camying out
the threat which he had always mrade, that he

would l,ead his people out of the Hindu fold.

Hence the spectacular conversion to Buddhism
at Nagpur on l.4th Oetober 1966. It was an act

of defiance, but could also be considered an ac-

knowledg:emenrt of his inability tn wipe out the
slain of untoruchability from Hindu society dur'
in,g his fuife-time.

The task of portraying 'the llfe of such a

remarkable personatrity as that of Dr. Ambedkar
is nort an eas'y one. The biognaphy by Dhananjay
Keer whiich is now in its fourth edit'ion has al-
ready been acclaimed by many as a fair and
truthful study. He has shown great understand.
ing and sympathy in detriniating ttr,e charaeter
of a very brave man who fought against odds
throughout hi.s life. This biography has much
lelevance to the present times when the "Hari-
jan issue" is once again threatening to be a
disturbing fa,ctor i,n our national Ufe.

K. V. PADMANABHAN
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KHUSHWANT SINGH'S EDITOR'S PAGE.

Controversial Editorials from The lllustrated lleekly

and Sunday. (India Book House, Bombay.

Pp 195. Rs. 121

Khushwant Singtr's pen is vesatile, by turns
{:a,ust'ic and serious, always honest, and abovs
plt totally itrevenent. This neat package of edito'
?ira,trs frem The lllustrated Weekly and Sunday is

.no exceptiron.

Of these, the notes on eminent personaliUqs
are by far the best. Writing often of friends or
employers, he has the knowledge that comes
from having worked in close proximity with
them, Yet his sketdres are not maudlin or senti-

mental, nor are they so distent as to be dry-as-
dust narrations of life histories.

Strangel,y enough, even at his most critical,
Khushwant often balances the saore by evirnelng
an alm,ost sneaking admiration for the victim
His note on Krishna Menon is a case in po:nt. Al-
most enrtirely critical, it nevertheless manages to
put aeross Krjsbna Menon's genius - even if
only for losing friends.

Khushwant is concerned about the poor, but
never patronizing. He is iritated when people
give mo,ney to beggars, is upset b€cause he can-
not get to a friend's death-bed in Pakir3tan,
frankly admits that he has a complex about
whites, amd reserves the term "Nattura} Gas"
for the speeches made by our politicia;ns. As he
says, "Vitriol makes better ink than honey".

SANDHYA HARIHARAN

front-rank
makers of
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Satya Saibaba's "Deemed" University

Satya Sai,baba establidtr,ed a degree college at
Puttaparthi, Anantapur District, Andhra Pra-
desh, three years agp. Suddenly, on 20th
Novennber 1981, this rctollgge was declared as

"Deemed University". Perhaps this is the first
degree colleg: to attain the status of a deerned

university without establishing a post-gra'duate

college. Saibaba's miracle worked on the Univer-
sity Grants Commi,ssion.

Mr. Y. V. Chandrachud, Chief Justirse of the
gupreme Cour''b, inaugurated the "deemed''
university. Hs ma! be a, devotee of Saibaba or
he may not, but tthie chairman of the U. G. C.

Dr. Mrs. Madhuri Shah, is. Be that as it may,
she and the U. G. C. wen't out of their way to
recognise a degree eollege a,s a deemed Universit,tt,
One after the other, speakers c.ondemned the
prgsent-day edu,eation systern and universities,
and praised Saibaba and his degree college
deemed University.

Satya Sai's centre of higher learning, that is,
the deemed univgrsity is free to frame its own
syllabus, conduct examinations and conf,er de-
grees. There is another college at Anantaprur
town establis{hed by him which. is meant for
women. It is undgr the Sri Krishnadevaraya
U,niversity. But the U. G. C. allowed Satya Sai
Baba to treat this women's college whi,ch is 30
miles away from the deemed university, as a part
of its centre for higher learning.

Anothe'r inst,tute at Bangalore, again esta-
btrished by Satya Sai, also was allow,ed to become
part of i,t. Centres in other parts of the country
established by Satya Sai may be allowed to
function in the same manner. The Government
of Andhra Pradssh was informed about these
developments, but dhre State Ed,ueation Minister
and the State Education Department officials
were not invited ts the function, rnor were they
involved in a^ffairs rggarding thls deemed
university.

Mr. T. Anjlah, the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh. was present at the inaugurat;on and
hence everything was taken for granted. Mr
O. P. Mehra, the Governor of Mahar.ashtra camgt
all the way from Bo'mbay to attend the funetion
iu older to condenur all the ten ,universities of
Martrarashtra, and to pra,ise Sai's Institute.

The U. G. C. has indeed set a bad prscedent.
The Aurobindo Ashram, Rama Krishna Math,
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Anand Marg, Jamat-e-lslami, Christian Missioru
iiry groups and numerous other religious inst-tu-
troils cin alsu demand from the U. G. C. that
instrtutions run 'by them be given the
status of un.versitigs. lVh'en devotees and
drsciples occupy high positions, they are experctecl

to see tha'f ther reli,gious faitlh does not interdere
with the taking of decislons iar ru:atters sscular.

Aooord,m,g to Justice Chandrac,tuud, the Chief
Justice of th.e Supreme Court, "lntegral educa-
tion" is the sole criter:a oJ /hig:her education for
rvhich he praised Satya Sai's deemed University.
The Aurobindo Ashram al,s6 clairns that it im-
parts "integral edurcation". They should explain
and ela'borate th,e meaning of this mystic word
"Integral".

Mr. Chandrachud added ,that duty, devo,tion
purity, meditation, yoga, etc. are needed for
academi,e excellence. It would not be properio
hurt the sentiments of a person who is oiccupy-
ing the hrigh,est posit:'o,n in the judiciary of the
country. So let us leave it at that.

The U. G. C. Chairman said that rnoral values
have been eroded from the present education
system. She hoped that spiritual wisdom, disci-
pline and devot:on would be imparted in Satya
Sai's University. She has forgotten one simple
faet : that in India, Hinduism, spiritualism, yog&,
med tat'on and other rel,igious aspects had beert
taught and practised over the centurles, and
that Hinduism is a way of life. Tltr,ere is no
aspect of our day-to-day life wh;ch is untouched
by Hinduism. Yet an erosion of values has taken
piace.

Hirnduism and spiritualism have failed us
totally. No amount of rejuvenation will solve the
problem. Th;s apart, the ashrams and the reli-
gious insti,tutions reiterate the slogans of disc:-
pl;ne. From their view-point, disepline means
u,nquestioned belief in religious sayings, total
devotion to god,men, and oomqrlete surrender of
th,e individual self.

This atti.tude kills the scientific spirit of ques-
[ioning, quest for knowledge and search for
truth. It is exactly rvftr,at is h.appening in $ai
Baba's institute. We are backward bereause we
lack the scientific spirit. Whatever progress we
have achievecl so far is only due to the appli-
cation of the scientific meUhod.

N,l, in The Radical Humanist, Jan. 1982.
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A Gift for Mrs. Gandhi

As the old year came to its end, Mrs. Gandhi
received a very special present which must have
delighted her. The Supreme Court struck a most
powerful blow in favour of authoritar,,ani,eln. It
stultifiecl juclicial independence, making tihe
holder of high judiciai offic,e a creature subject,
to the Executive's will.

The Law Minister, the instrument of the
Prime Minister, would hereafter be the arbiter
of ther judge's fate. He was here today, but he
might in a month's time be on the other side of
the country, if the Law M,nister t{htought he
was too independent or found a decision or two
of hls awkward for the Government. The di,ffe-
rence between hi,m and any govemment servanl
carrying out orders would get less and less, until
it finally disappeared. He might still on occasion
roar likc alion, but only as a "lion beneath the
ttqrone." Soon, to keep his place he must be
constantly looking over his shsulder to see
whether the government approved. If it frowned,
he must quickly am,end lhis ways and wjn favour.

The Supreme Court having in effept established
the supremacy of the Executive over the Judi-
c-lary, the rest must follow. lVe congratulate
Mrs. Gandhi on this signal success; we offer our
condolences to all lovers of freedom and to the
inoffensive people of the country on this great
misfortune that has befallen them. "Ah freedom
is a noble thing" sang old Dmrnibar, but Llere we
have one of its strongest bul,warks being over-
turned by those whose fo,remost duty, one would
have thought, was to defend and protect it.

Tyranny shall flourish then, and you and I and
all of us lie down and be unconscionaibly oppres-
sed, without hope of redress ? So it would seem,
ale; it may well be so. But the spirit of man is
unconquerable and we m,ust cherish it and let
its flame burn brighter, so that it may still
overoome.

OPINION, Jan 5, 1982
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