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A Chief Minister as Clown

NISSIM EZEKIEL

The service of the naive, in politics as ‘m other
areas, is that it brings into the open widely held
values, It gives voice to the voiceless, and re-
veals attitudes that are otherwise concealed.

From that point of view, both Mr. Antulay
and Mr. Bhosale have played and continue to
play an important role in our public life. Mr.
Antulay institutionalises and glorifies corruption.
Mr. Bhosale announces that Mrs., Gandhi is a
goddess and that he prostrates himself bsfore
her. The implied modes of thinking and feeling,
though rarely announced s¢ bluntly, are nor-
mally acceptable in India.

In attacking Mr. Antulay and Mr. Bhosale
we are not attack’ng individuals only but the
way of life they represent. It shouil not be our
cage against them merely that tney preach
what they practice instead of dealing beh'nd
the seress or under the table, It is naive of them
to preach as they do, but it is no more than
naivete. Our demand is not for more sophistica-
tion but for more clarity, honesty, self-criticism
and soundness in thought and action.

In a letter to the editor of a national news.
paper, a correspondent writes about Mr. Bhosale:
“It ie one thing to be a flatterer : it is worse for
a chief minister to be proud of be'ng one and
to admit it publicly, If Mrs. Gandhi must sur-
round kerse!f with sycophants she should choose
only those capable of not appearing to be so.”

( The Times of India, 15 Feb.)

The proposed remedy here, though not worse
than the disease, is still a disease, Unless inbend-
ed to be ironie, it suggests that clever and subtle
flattery, which refutes the label, is preferable to
the straightforward variety which boasts as it
blusters along,
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We need as a people to learn that loyalty and
faith need not be blind. They do not require the
sacrifice of self-respect, independence of mind
and aralytical assessment of leaders or policies.
Prostration before the image of a goddess or
gud i peri of a religious ritual. It should have
no other place in our lives where our relation-
ships are w'th human beings, with whom we
ghare the limitations and weaknesses of be'ng
human.

That Mr. Bhosale provided Mr. Antulay wiih
public office so soon after being indicted for
corrvi:tion by a court of law is a grievous reflec-
tion on both of them.

Maharashtra is s'ngularly unfortunate to have
8 Ch'ef Minister now a man so immature that
he th'rks his prestige is enhanced if he is refer-
red to as Barr'ster. All talk of giving h'm a fair
chance, and not assessing him till he had the
time to act on some major admin‘strat’ve and
polit'cal questions, is already proved an exercise
in futil'ty,

Mr. Bhosale s'mply does not have the calibre,
the stature, even the dign'ty needed for high
office. There is something of the clown in his
personaiity, That he believes the myth of Mr,
Antulay’s “dynam’sm"” is evidence of his polit‘cal
ineptitude.

There is not the slightest prospect, in my
view, that Maharashtra will make much pro-
gress because of the admin’strative and political
abilities of Mr. Bhosale, If it does, it will be
insp'te of him. As for Mr. Antulay the end of
the road is not yet. He will keep bobbing up in
h's characteristically vain and melodramatic
manner which, he thinks, impresses people. And
he will go down, his head bloody but unbowed,
over and over again,

It is Maharashtra and India that will pay the
price for all this tomfoolery.
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