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Serious criticism of American life,
society, culture and politics must be
distinguished from anti-American
propaganda. The former, both by
Americans and by others, does not
need to be countered but only to be
assessed. It has the absolute func-
tional value, from the democratic
viewpoint, of all criticism, what-
ever its objects. Beyond that stage,
analysis may reveal flaws, question
perspectives, interpret facts and
debate the fundamental issues. An
open, pluralist, liberal society must
accommodate this unending discus-
sion. :

Anti-American propaganda is a
different proposition. In the first
place, it should be recognised and
described as a specific category. An
extreme example is ‘‘Disinforma-
tion.” This consists of letters and
other documents forged in the
Soviet Union, or by its supporters
outside it, including some in the
U.S.A., to mislead public opinion
all over the world. Even when it 1s
exposed as a fraud, it has its suc-
cesses.

Persistent activity of this kind is
more reliable evidence of Soviet in-
tentions than offers of detente,
with reduction of nuclear arms, and
SO on.

On another level is criticism as
well as propaganda that is ideolo-
gically motivated, aimed at under-
mining and destroying the democ-
ratic system in America, the West

generally and countries elsewhere.
This operates on a double stand-
ard. One is applied to the capitalist
world, the other to the socialist.
The assumption is that the first
is exploitative, war-mongering and
materialist, while the socialist na-
tions represent justice, progress,
idealism and peace. So, in socialist
societies, wiping out the opposition
is permissible, whereas even a
vigorous, independent opposition
in capitalist societies is not suffi-
cient to earn a single credit mark.
This mode of argument is not
only suspect in its aims but danger-
ously fundamentalist and fanatic in
practice. The history of socialism
in the twentieth century is largely
the history of violence against and
total countempt for human rights.
Then there is the anti-Ameri-
canism of the international Peace
movement, controlled and directed
by people in love with Soviet tyran-
ny or blind to its brutal realities. It
contains youthful idealists in search
of alternative socio-economic and
cultural patterns, liberals, clergy-
men, religious persons of various
denominations, scientists, acade-
mics, political innocents and intel-
lectuals. They are victims of their
own one-sided perceptions, which
are manipulated by their commu-
nist ring -masters.
The recommendations and reso-
lutions of the Peace movement are
based on the view that the Soviet
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Union stands for Peace, and Ame-
rica with its allies for War. Every
militant Soviet action including the
total domination of Eastern Europe
and the occupation of Afghanistan
is justified on this ground, direct-
ly and obliquely.

Particular aspects of American
foreign policy or of decisions in in-
ternal matters of economics, to
mention two examples, may be con-
vincingly criticised without carry-
ing conviction about the possible
options. Even less so when it is
suggested that the Soviet Union
and its allies are superior models
in such areas.

When criticism of America, as
so often in India, ends with a
favourable comment on some Soviet
peace move or apparent backing of
india in an international political
dispute, there is a vicious error at
the very root of the argument. The
ultimate Soviet aims are ignored
in such comments, and so is the
nature of the Soviet system.

We should remember in this
context that strategies do not create
affinities, only values do.

Honest criticism of America is
by the norms of democracy and
freedom. By these norms, the
Soviet Union and its satellites
don’t stand up to a moment’s scru-
tiny. They are all one-party dicta-
torships, and within that party
there is no freedom and demo-
cracy.

Why, then, don’t we see the
difference in essentials between the
words and actions of America and
those of the Soviet Union?
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