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“I’m Fighting for Value-based, Clean Politics”

In the wake of the sordid happenings in Karnataka
in recent weeks, we are privileged to carry an exclusive
interview with the beleaguered Chief Minister of that
State, Ramakrishna Hegde, who spoke to SUMANT
BANKESHWAR in Bangalore recently. Mr. Bankesh-
war also met Veerappa Moily, leader of the Opposi-
tion and a key figure in the raging controversy over
the alleged attempts by the Congress (1) to topple the
year-old Hegde Ministry, who gave his version of the
happenings.

SB: Mr. Hegde, as one noted commentator observ-
ed a few days ago, “even by our cebased standards of
conduct in public life in recent years, on either version,
Mr. Byre Gowda’s or Mr. Moily’s, what is alleged to
have taken place at the dead of night at Cubbon Park
on 13th November, 1983, is a sordid affair.” If Mr.
Moily’s version is to be believed, he has been defamed
through forgery. I asked Mr. Moily what action he
proposed to take against Mr. Byre Gowda. He replied
that he would not like to waste his time in filing a
defamation suit against Mr. Byre Gowda. 1 told him
that he should then not have made such an allegation,
if he was unable to prove it in a court of law and vindi-

= cate himself.

RH: Well, as you have seen yourself, he has made
a fool of himself. When the notorious Moily tape was
played before the press reporters and all the reporters
said that they could very well recognise his voice, he
was helpless and had nothing else to say. To say now
that the tape is a fake one and that Mr. Byre Gowda
has made a forgery is an after-thought. If he has got
any self-respect and honour, he should file a defama-
tion suit against Mr. Byre Gowda for forgery in a court
of law and vindicate himself.

SB: You have got two options. One is a Com-
mission of Inquiry, and the other, the Assembly’s Com-
mittee of Privileges. The best course left to you is to
set up a Commission of Inquiry, preferably by a Re-

solution of the State Assembly so that the Committee
of Privileges thereafter may be asked to act on the
Commission’s findings. Disturbing though the silence
of our Prime Minister is on this issue, why should you
wait for any action from Delhi? Why not immediately
appoint a Commission of Inquiry to demonstrate your
earnestness and establish your bona fides?

RH: Well, I have thought about this. If our
Government appoints a Commission, the State Bank of
India and the other persons concerned may refuse to
appear and give evidence before it, as happened in the
case of the Shah Commission before which Indiraji
and others concerned refused to appear and give evid-
ence. The Shah Commission was thus helpless. It
may not therefore serve our desired purpose if we
appoint a Commission. The Government of India
could have appointed such a Commission, but obvious-
ly it is not going to do so.

SB: Did Indiraji question the authenticity of the
Moily tape?

RH: No, she has not questioned the authenticity of
the tape. She has not replied to my letter either. The
only option left to me now is to refer the matter to our
Assembly’s Committee of Privileges.

SB: Well, to demonstrate your earnestness and
establish your bona fides, you could still appoint a
Commission of Inquiry, irrespective of its outcome,
and then go to your people for their final verdict.

RH: Yes, I could do so. The question is whether
it is worthwhile spending our valuable time and money
just to demonstrate our earnestness, when I know in
advance that its outcome would be zero and when therc
are more important things to do with our limited time
and resources.

SB: What about the Committee of Privileges?

RH: Xes, I am going to appoint it.

SB: Any comments on Mr. Moily’s statement that
he would go to the people’s court to vindicate himself
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