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''GIVE RAJIV A CHANCE'' 
MINOO MASANI 

DURING the month of January I have come across 
a great deal of euphoria about the General Election 
results among the upper classes of Bombay. When­
ever I ventured to express a lack of enthusiam or doubt 
about the capacity of the new Prime Minister and 
Union Government to meet the country's needs, I 
[lave been met by the plea: "Give Rajiv a chance." Of 
course Rajiv has a chance. The Indian people have 
given it to him; and who can deny i.t t~ hi~? . 

A aood example of this wishful thmkmg 1s prov1ded 
by a brecent advertisement in the press which reads: 
"The cityman. The villager. The businessman. The 
office-goer. The farmer. The artisan. All are filled 
with renewed spirit. Renewed confidence. A confi­
dence that is unshakeable''. 

What I find difficult to appreciate is not the desire 
to give the new Prime Minister a chance, whi~h we 
all share, but the assumption that the expressiOn of 
any doubt on the subject must be ruled out as not 
fair to the PM. I, on the contrary, believe that it is only 
a sense of realism and constructive criticism from now 
on which will make it possible for the new Prime 
Minister to deliver the goods. It would seem, how­
ever, that many people do not wish their exaggerated 
expectations to be disturbed. As Mr. Bhanu Pratap 
Singh has dryly observed: "If there is anything i_n 
which we excel, it is self-deception." 

One is prepared to accept Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's good 
intentions, but one can!10t help taking note of the 
constraints under which he will be functioning. These 
are: 
1 . A bloated majority widely described as a "mas­

sive mandate", which may lead to arrogance. It 
is conventional wisdom in Britain that "large 
majorities do not make for good government." 

2. The absence of an effective Opposition, which 
means that the Prime Minister and the Cabinet 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

For quite some time now my colleagues on 
the Editorial Board :wd I have been giving anxi­
ous thought to the need to make Freedom First 
more meaningful and better known amongst 
thinking citizens in this country. 

After examining the various options available 
to us, we feel that the only way to ensure the 
survival of the journal on a more meaningful and 
viable basis is to convert it into a quarterly with 
increased reading matter. We have accordingly 
decided to bring out four issues of Freedom First 
each year (in January, April, July and October) 
instead of the present twelve. The inaugural issue, 
which will be a Special Issue, will be in April 
198:5. S. V. Rajue who needs no introduction to 
readers of Freedom First, will be joining K. S:. 
Venkateswaran in editing the Quarterly. 

To ensure that our readers get their money's 
worth, we do ·not propose to raise our annual 
subscription rates which will continue to be Rs. 
20 (for domestic subscribers) and £4 or $6 (for 
overseas subscribers). Existing subscribers will 
automatically revieve copies of the quarterly till 
the expiry of their subscriptions. There will, 
however, be no issue of Freedom First in March 
1985. 

We look forward to your continued support to 
Freedom First and shall appreciate it if you per­
suade friends and acquaintances to subscribe to 
the journal and help us in making it a more 
effective voice of freedom. 

M. R. Mas:mi 
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tinci themselves in the cockpit of a plane rvith-
out brakes, a situation rvhich, I imagine, a foun-
er pilot cannot possibly enjoy!

3. The Prime Minister may be a nice young man,
but he is at at the head of a corrupt political
machine which lives on "permit licence raj". Will
this "New Class" consisting of officials and poli-
ticians, as Milovan Djilas would describe it, per-
mit him to dismantle the structure on rvhich it
thrives? In other words, as Lenin often put it:
"Who, Whom?" It is in this context that Mr.
Srvaminathan S. Aiyar has asked: "Is Rajiv
serious?"

In an editorial on January 10, The Tinre.r (London)
set out its priorities for Mr. Raiiv Gandhi:

''Tfere can bc uo better'way for Mr. Gandhi than
to start by attacking India's legendary bureau-
cracy, inefficiency and corruption. For 20 years,
this triumvirate of ills has stifled India's econo-
mic performance, eroded its moral stature, and
undermined its government's eftorts to achieve
meaningful social reform. To tackle this, Mr.
Gandhi must begin at the economic level by re-
laxing the entire system of the rules, regulations,
licences and permits which hinder development' rvhilst creating opportunities for malfeasance and
corruption. At the sirme time, he must act at the
level of government as well. The sheer prolife-
ration of offices, procedures and personnel makes
for inefficiency and slowness. A slimmer and
tighter government would also be more account-
able and responsive to pulic demands."

MY PRIORITIES

On December 2O, 1984, before the polling took
place, I responded to a request asking for my owu
priorities for a new Union Government which would
take over in January L985. These were published in
The Indian Express of December 30:

(1) A "U-turn" in economic policy involving justice
to the farmers; the removal of controls which are
the main source of corruption; the winding-up
of the National Planning Commission and the
Soviet pattern of planning and its replacement by
indicative planning on the British and French
models; and the privatisation of Government
monopolies and naiionalised industries so that
justice may be done to the consumer through a

competitive economy.
(2) A fifty per cent reduction in all direct and indi-

rect taxation and the complete eschewing of all
deficit finance with a corresponding reduction in
rvasteful public expenditure.

)

(3) The restoration of the rights ot the States as pro-
vided in the Constitution of the Republic and
the appointment of Governors of States from now
on by the President in his discretion in consulta-
tion with the Chief Minister of the State concerned.

(a) The practice of gentrine non-alighment, involving
inter alia the tcrnrination of the lndo-Soviet
Treaty and the establishment of diplontatic rela-
tions with Israel.

I for one would be content if the new Prime Mini-
ster is able to implement not the full "U-turn" I desire
but even half a "U-turn".

One is encouraged by the fact that, while in his
speeclres before the Electrons the Prime Minister re-
peatedly promised to adhere to all his mother's poli-
cies both at home and abroad, since he assumed office
he has constantly urged the need for change in ahnost
every aspect. These two attitudes are of course not
consistent, but the change in posture is welcome and
one hopes it will be permanent and lasting.

OVERKILL

The Congress Party undoubtedly scored a success

and deserves to be in Government. Its success, how-
ever, is grossly exaggerated by the archaic British sys-
tem of elections which is more appropriate to a race

course. The Congress percentage of the votes cast is
51.9% which means that almost an equal number of
people voted against the Congress as those who voted
for it. In any modern democracy except Britain and

the USA, the Congress Party would have had a majo-
rity in the Lok Sabha of only around ten seats. Such
a result would have been good for India and good for
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, as it would have kept the new

Government on its toes and provided an effective
Opposition. As things are, we have had an "overkill"
which may prove to be counter-productive. One is
reminded of a similar "Indira'Wave" in 197 1. How
long did it last'/ By 1975, Ir{rs. Ganclhi had to scrap

the constitution in order to survive.

There has been endless discussion about the rea-
sons for the success of the Congress Party. My own
hunch would be that the following factors contributed
to it:

(1) The absence of an altcrnative, thanks to the loss

of creditability of all Opposition parties due to
their leaders behavin.q like lemmings;

(2) The sym-Dathy or anxiety wave: The elections
lvere more or less decided on the day of Indira
Gandhi's assassination.

FREEDOM FIRST



(3) The desire for a change through youth, which I
for one welcome. lt was also, as an article jit
the Sunday Times of London dated January l?,
1985, puts it, a "\'ote against politics, which !s
not surprising in a country rvhich holds politi-
cians in contempt,";

(4) A superior and one-sided campaign based on a
monopoly of AIR and Doordarshan and a lavish
rcsort to advertising in the press.

PRE.REQUISITE OF DEMOCRACY

Rajaji had once observed. "The successful working
of parliamentary democracy depends on two factors:
first, on a broad measure of agreement among all
classes of citizens about the objectives of government;
secondly, on the existencc of a two-party system in
which each of the big political groups possesses effec-
tive and continuous leadership and is strong enough
to take over the responsibilities of government when
the majority of the country's voters wish it. If politi-
cal opinion does not succeed in crystallising into two
fairly cvenly balanced groups, the semblance of demo-
cracy may survive but real parliamentary democraci'
will not be there. When one party remains always in
power and dissent is dissipated among unorganised
individuals and relatively insignificiant groups which

do not and cannot coalesce, government will inevit-
ably become totalitarian."

These words of rvisdom need to be remembered,
particularly in the light of the gory events in Delhi
0n 31st October, 1984, rr-od the following days.

How is this dangerous imbalance to be redressed?
My own view is that the formation of a new national
or unitary party is not a practical endeavour, but that
the formation of a federal party based on regional
parties at thc State level is altogether feasible and
desirable. The only pre-requisite is that alt the regional
groups which affiliate should believe in clean and
limited government. For the rest, they can follow
policies at the State level which are tailored to the
needs of their State.

Als I write, I see that Mr. N. T. Rama Rao has
taken the initiative in announcing his desire to bring
into existence a federal party which he describes as

"Bharat Desam". I am glad he has been sb quick on
the ball but I frankly believe the move would havc
been more fruitful if he had first called for consulta-
tion Mr. Ramakrishna Hedge and Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah among others. Should not the name of the nerv
party and its constitution be decided collectively?
My concrete suggestion would be that, even now,
Mr. Rama Rao should call a meeting of leaders of
regional groups in various States for making progress
with the move.
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PERSPECTIYES ON THE U. S. WITHDRAWAT
FRoM UI{ESCo

GREGORY NEWELL

THERE ARE conflicting views as to the manner in
which the United States could best move to achieve
the ideals to which UNESCO (United Nations Educa-
tional Scientific and Cultural Organisation) was ori-
ginally dedicated. There is no disagreement that
those were worthy ideals. There is no disagreement,
either, that UNESCO has strayed far from fidelity to
them. Our experience in receiving the official re-
sponses of some 126 nations to our UNESCO decision
emphatically confirms that.

The responsible question now is this: "What can
the United States do to achieve those objectives-by
what means, in what forums, through what co-opera-
tive activities?" Our basic thesis is simple: I believe
it is also sound; a methodical analysis of present rg-
alities can diagnose what must be done to produce
genuine and necessary international co-operation and

development
Our decision to withdraw from UNESCO is a para-

digm of the process of keeping workable international
co-operation alive... .. .

Our critics seek a roll back of the withdrawal deci-
.sion and would urge us at this time to explore no
other alternatives. Such an approach is, indeed, nega-
tive. It will achieve no needed reforms in UNESCO;
will fail to advancc co-operative activities in interna-
tional education and communications; and will divert
attention from the sole object on which attention
should be focussed-the conduct of UNESCO in dis-
charging its legitimate mandate.

We really should move on to the remaining ques-

tions-with their implications for other UN system
agencies. I want to discuss the question of UNESCO
reform; not merely to re-examine the IJS withdrawal
decision. That decision was scrutinised before it was
effected and was responsibly anncunced in December
1983-with constructive results. It has, in fact, been
ratified by an overwhelmingly affirmative response on
the part of unbiased parties genuinely concerned for
the welfare of the multilateral system.

In our many multilateral consultations, one state-
ment has consistently been made. The recurring

nd}tltonb8 suitings
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statement is that the Reagan Adnrinistration has
charted a course of renewed commitnrent in the multi-
lateral system that is :;trong and coherent, clearly
understood, and decisively implemented though there
are those rvho say the United Statcs-thc Reagan Ad-
ministration-has crcated a UNESCO crisis. Such
critics imply that our rvithdrawal is the source of
UNESCO's problem. More thoughtful observers of
our foreign aftairs are quite aware that UNESCO has
long knoryn that it was conring to face an increasingly
troubled existence. The United States does want to
find a way to solve thc problems that are found in
UNESCO. The United States desires also to describe
the basis on which we believe that essential functions,
ence entrusted to UNESCO, can be preserved in
forums that are effective.

Much of the rvork of UNESCO is praised, naturally
enough, by those who arc paid to do it. Plainly, their
judgments should not be presumed to be unbiased.
Often, we are now discovcring, those who criticise our
UNESCO withdrawal decision imply that they speak
for large and deservedly respected scientific and cul-
tulal organisations-but speak, in fact, only for them-
selves. The truly responsible are quite aware that we
have acted responsibly to cure long-festering problems
that were coming to discredit genuine attempts to
effect international development in education, science,
culture and communications.

Making the decision to withdraw-When the De-
partment of State confronted the question of whether
continued US membership to UNESCO could be pro-
ductive-given UNESCO's declining eftectiveness and
the long-standing adverse impact of its programmes

and attitudes on US interests-we asked basic and

important questions.

UNESCO policies had frequently served anti-Us
political ends, and the Reagan Administration had fre-
quently advised UNESCO of the limits of US (and
Western) toleration of nrisguided policy and pro-
grammes and budgetary rnis-management. For nearly
three years we applied to UNESCO the sarne prio-
rities and criteria that guide our relations to all
multilateral organisations. Our policy priorities have
been to:

- Re-assert American leadership in multilateral
affairs (we are no longer interested solely in a practice
of damage limitation);

- 
Implement a strict budgetary policy of zero net

programme growth and significant absorption of ngrr-

Siscretionary cost increases for the first half of the
decade (we will no longer acquiesce in budgetary ex-
pansion that has tripled outlays in the 'UN systeflr
during the past decade);

- 
Obtain equitable American representation with-

in the Secretariat of multilateral agencies (we expect
to have Americans in key policy positions);

- 
f,sduss the burden imposed on all nations by an

excessive number of lengthy international conferences
(we have no desire to send American delegates to all
of the 1,000 major conferences scheduled each year);
and

- Advocate and create a role for the private sector
in each of the international organisations (we recog-
nise the value, experience, and resources of the vital
private sector).

With respect to each of these priorities, UNESCO's
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perfolmauce had fallen signiflcantly below that of
other rnajor international organisations. UNESCO
alone, anrong the major organisations, had not res-
ponded.

In June 1983, consequently, an in-depth policy
review of US participation in UNESCO was commis-
sioned. At the same time, a special eftort was made
to describe our reasoned expectations as to policy,
programmes, budget and management.

At the conclusion of this two-pronged eftort to
re-assess, reason, and rehabilitate, the President con-
cluded that continued US participation in UNESCO-
as it is currently organised, focussed and directed-
does not serve the interests of the United States.
What appeared was a persistent pattern of three major
problems.

- Extraneous politicisation of virtually every sub-
ject dealt with: education, naturgl and social science,
culture, communications, buman rights, disarmament.

UNESCO programmes and personnel are heavily
freighted with an irresponsible political content and
answer to an agenda that is consistently inimical to
US interests. The approach that UNESCO consis-
tently takes to "disarmament" reflects either a specific
pro-Soviet bias or, at best, adheres to the naive and
simplistic New Delhi Declaration. Human rights pro-
grammes and resolutions in UNESCO are almost
invariably infected with Soviet and statist concepts of
alleged "collective rights," in denigration of individual
rights and freedom recognised in the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights. UNESC0 lends itself to
the machinations of those who think that ,,collective

rights" (including those of the State) are equal to or
more significant than the rights of the individual.

UNESCO's current budget for educational pro-
grammes-once widely respected and professionallv
eftective---now places heavy emphasis on Soviet-
inspired "peace and disarmament" initiatives. Some
978,000 dollars is spent on that activity, as against
62,000 dollars for the eradication of illiteracy among
10 million of the world's refugees.

Voluble UNESCO participants are persistently hos-
tile to US political vicws, values, and interests. Our
participation, then, in UNESCO .,consensus" can, on
occasion, amount to complicity in vilification to the
United States-which is part of everyday life there.
The UNESCO environment is relentlessly hostile to
our ideals, and this environment is unlikely to changt:,
whatever reasonable effort we bring to bear.

- An endemic hostility towards the basic institutions
of a free society, especially a free market and a free
press, coupled with the promotion of statist theories
of development.

Various US agencies seek to give life to their vision
of a "New International Economic Order"-compul-
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sively statist and necessarily ineffectual. UNESCO
functionaries soon undertook their own quest-io
create the "New World Information and Communica-
tion Order". This contemplated "new order" of
things would, in particular, establish a programme in
which we will not acquiesce. If implemented, it would
threaten our First Amendment rights-the freedom
pf the press. To this programme we remain
unalterably opposed.

There is no sign that powerful elements within
UNESCO have now abairConed advocacy of their che-
rished "new order". In line rvitir the agenda of the
"New World Information and Cornmunication Order",
repression of a free press will persistently be advo-
cated within UNESCO. This we can surely infer froin
the statements of Associrtte Director-Generdl Gerard
Bolla in Paris in November 1983; pnd of UNESCO's
Director-General (Amadcu-Mahtar) M'Bow in a
December 14, 1983, press conference in New Delhi.

And yet another "new order" may be waiting to
be born in Paris. A largc number of UNESCO mem-
bers have pressed for action to create a "code of con-
duct" controlling the operations of multinational cor-
porations. This would include the film, book publish-
ing, music and television industries, whose receipts
from abroad are estimatecl to total some 3,500 mil-
lion dollars each year. This initiative, with or without
our opposition, will return again and again as circum-
stances seem propitious to its proponents. We oppose
such a movement. We suggest that opposition from
without-principled and total opposition-would be
most effective.
(This arlicle is odapted from an address delivered by
Mr. Newell, an Assistant Secretary of State, at Stan-

tord, California.)
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THE PERILS OF REVERSE RACISM
CHARLES LAURENCE

,
Irt
ll

CALLS FROM race relations activists for "positive
discrimination" policies aimed at advancing racial
minorities should be firrnly rejected by the Govern-
ment, an independent report said on November 21.

The report came from the Social Affairs Unit, an

educational charity. It said that therc was a growing
trend in the "race relations industry", to call for "posi-
tive" or "reverse" discrimination to favour blacks or
Asians in housing, jobs and education.

This "industry" included the Commission for Racial
Equality (CRE) a Government quango.

The report, "Reversing Racism: Lessons from Ame-
rica", said that quota syslems imposed in America to
ensure that the levels of blacks in local industry, for
instance, equalled their strength in the population had
back-fired and tended to worsen, rather than, improv,',
race relations.

It called on the CRE to "go some way towards
earning its f 8,000,000-a-year public subsidy" by
making a clear published statement'to employers and
local education and housing authorities that "reverse
racism" was as damaging as any other form of racism.

The report also suggests that the "increasing num-
ber of race relations activists funded by the taxpayer"
should remove their ideological blinkers to realise that
the American experiment with reverse racism had
failed. I i

Analysing the American experience, Prof. Kenneth
Holland of lhe University of Vermont said that racial
quotas negatively affectcd the attitudes of whites
towards blacks, the self-image of blacks and their atti-
tudes towards whites.

He pointed out that being members of minority
races had not stopped Jews and Orientals out-per-
forming whites and said "The truth is that many pro-
ponents of racial preference fear that blacks may be
genetically inferior to whites, and thus believe that
blacks cannot make it on their own and must, accord-
ingly, be granted preferment."

Prof. Holland said that black failure was rarely due
to discrimination. "The real cause of failure today is
black attitudes and values, which are due to cultural
difterences between blacks and whites."

Mr. Geoffrey Parkins, a lecturer at the Willesden
Polytechnic said in the second half of the report that
racism "is not widespread" in Britain.

But this would never tre believed from the recent
outpourings of the race relations industry.

The crucial difference betweeu race policies was
between those advocating "equal opportunity" and
those advocating "equal outcome" and using quotes
to achieve it.

Positive discrimination was illegal in Britain under
the Race Relations Act of 1976, and recognised to
be so by the Commission.

"However, a review of the relevant literature clearly
shows that Britain is in danger of moving, as did the
USA, from a concept of equality of opportunity to a

new concept of equality, involving equality of out-
come," said Mr. Parkins.

The report concluded that "government positive
racism is as dangerous as individual negative racism."

(Courtesy: The Daily Telegraph)
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BOOK REVIEWS
THE HEARTBEAT OF A TRUST: Fitty Years of
the Sir Dorabii Tata Trust by R. M. Lala; 1984;
Thta McGrarv Hill; Pp, l77i Rs. 45.00

I read the book in one sitting. This is a story of
man's generosity to mankind, to his future well-being.
An example of Gandhiji's trusteeship in action. A
book that restores onc's faith in human nature.

Soon aftel putting the book down I turned to the

day's newspaper and the headline that caught my eye

proclaimed: "Trust Funds diversion not on record"!
(Indian Express, June 28). The daily was reporting
on the Antulay trial. There is no need to name the

trust. Everyo:e knows. The report however brought
me back to earth with a thud. For, the story of the

Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and the men who had made his

vision a reality had made me forget for a blissful
three hours that I was living in an era of opportunism,
chicanery and cynicism. I had been transported to a
not-so-distant past when men were men and a trust
was exactly what it claimed to be.

In his prefac:, Mr. J. R. D. Tata points out that
Sir Jamsetji Tata "had to operate within a climate of
servitude, in a primarily agricultural country whose
age-old industries were drained by foreign rulers..."
Quite so. But rvhat about today? Trusts in indepen-
dent India operate no doubt in a free country. But

can we honestly say that they do so in an atnrospherc
of freedom? Trusts today have to function amidst
myriad legislation that makes charity a mockery and
trust administration a hazardous venturc.

What is so magnificient about the Sir Dorab Trust
is not the size of its trust fund but the manner in which
it was used. When launching the J. N. Tata Endorv-
ment Scheme for Higher Education, Sir Jamsetji Tata
said "What advances a nation or a community is not
so much to prop up its weakest and most helpless
members but to lift up the best and the most gifted
so as to make them of the greatest service to the coun-
try." I cannot resist wondering if this beautiful thought
translated as an object in a Trust Deed would ever
pass muster .today when the 'popular' notion is of
levelling down! Be that as it may, Sir, Jamsetji's pur-
suit of excellence paid rich dividends. For,instance
as the author points out, three decades after the esta-
blishment of the endowment, "one out of evgry five
,Indian in the. ICS was a J. N. Tata scholar."

Sir Dorab Tata left one crore of rupees to the
Trust that bore his name. And this amount (which
Lala rightly notes is equivalent to Rs. 25 crores in
today's currency, resulted in "India's first institute of
social sciences (TISS), India's first cancer hospital
(the Tata Memorial), India's first institute of funda-
mental research in mathematics and physics which
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becarne the cradle of India's atomic energy programnlc
(TIFR) and National Centre for the Performing Arts."

Just read the list again and realise the magnitudc
and sweep of the Sir Dorab Tata Trust and all of it
in just fifty years!

People make organisations. Russi Lala makes thc
man who organised these great tasks come alive. Out-
standing men, men who rose to distinction in and
through the organisations they so carefully nurturetl
and developed.

Lala deserves commendation for his narrative skill
and thanks for weaving a story that keeps tugging at
one's heartstrings, page after fascinating page. It was
with sadness that I laid down the book. Alas, such
men are no more and the handful that are still around
will also go. And then what?

-S. V. Raju
INDIA AT THE POLLS, 1980: A STUDY OF THE
PARLIAMENTARY ELDCTIONS: ed. Myron Wti-
ne4 American Enlerprise Institute for Public Policy
Research, Washington DC; Pages 198; Price not stated.
NOW THAT the 1984 general elections to the Lok
Sabha are over and the results, to nobody's surprise,
are in, it would surely interest many readers to know
what happened in the 1984 elections and why.

The last two elections each took place against a
momentous background. The Janata leaders had fallen
out among themselves in 1979, barely two years after
their party had been elected with a stunning majority
and fresh elections had become imperative. The elec-
tions in 1984 had to be held anyway though they may
have been postponed by a couple of months. But the
assassination of Mrs. Ggndhi forced Congress (I)
hands to pre-date them tc cash in on the sympathy
for her son generated by the murder. No doubt a

study of these elections will appear in due course.
What Myron Weiner, a distinguished student of Indian
aftairs, has done is to analyse for us the issues thc
Indian public faced five years ago and how and why
they were resolved in the way they were.

In 1980 the largest swings to the Congress were
among the Scheduled Castes and Tribes and, to a

lcsser cxtent, the Muslirns. But Weiner nrakes thl
relevant point that had Janata not split, the Congress
probably would not have won a majority of seats in
the Hindi-speaking states and that its parliamentary
majority, if any, would bave been precarious. That
lgsson was never learnt with what consequences we
now know.

As Weiner sees it, the 1980 general election was
a re-instating election. And the main casualty of that
election was the country's national leadership. That
election spelled the political deaths of many elders in
all parties. But the election slogan "elect a govern-
ment that works" was a conservative, not a radical

t2

message. The nrasses were not urged to rush to the
barricades against the rich, nor did Mrs. Gandhi pro-
mise, as she had done earlier, that if elected she would
rnake ending poverty her priority. All that she pro-
mised was to bring an end to strikes, to restore elec-
tric power, to get the trains moving, to end hoarding,
to bring prices down, to protect Muslims 'and ex-
untouchables against violence, and in general to pro-
vide a governmeut that wcrkecl. In the end she failecl
in all the promises.

Says Weiner: "To what extent Mrs. Gandhi has been
guided by the conviction that India needs a stronger
centre to be governed eftectively. or by her own fear
that she needs such authority to protect herself against
her political enemies is a matter on which her sup-
porters and critics disagree. No doubt both elements
are at work. Mrs. Gandhi is not the first or the last
politlcal leader to believe that what is good for the
country is good for herself or vice versa".

As a study of the system, Weiner's work is quite
thorough. It consists of six parts. The first part
deals with the rise and fall of the Janata Party. The
second with the actual election campaign. The third
discusses the effect of the Janata-Irk Dal split, India's
electoral geography, partisanship, voter turnout and
the election outcome. fhe fourth dissects election
results region-wise. The fifth studies how the Muslims,
the Scheduled Castes and Tribes voted. And the last
part discusses India's political economy in the 1980s
and contains the author's conclusions. To the student
of political history the book has a bonus in the shape
of an entire list of tablSs which is invaluable as a

guide to voter behaviour. Weiner found that while,
undoubtedly, there were ;hifts in the behaviour of the
electorate since 1977, there was, in fact, less electoral
volatility than meets the eye. T[rnout in 1980 was

57 per cent, lower than in 1977 (60.5 per cent)'or
in 1967 (61.6 per cent); attendance at political rallies
during the campaign was low---+nthusiasm for Janata
had petered out and none of the middle-class groups
so active in the 1977 elections were in evidence. All
that the 1980 election seemed to prove was that the
1967 arrcl 1977 clcctions were somehow special. But
it also proved another point: the larger the voter
turnout, the less the percentage of votes for Con-
gress (I) candidates; the lower the voter turnout,
the greater the chances of Congress (I) victory, though
Weiner is careful to point that this is true mainly of
the states in the Hindi belt.

Though the Congress (I) won 351 out of the 525
seats in thc I 980 elections, in popular votes the vic-
tory was less impressive. The Congress (I) won 42.7
per cent of the votes, compared to 34.4 per cent in
1977 and 43.7 per cent in 1971, except that the
increase of 8.2 per cent irr popular vote increased ihe'
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Congress (I) share of parliamentary seats fronr 153
to 351. But here again Weiner attributes this to the
fragnrentation of the Opposition.

The author's conclusion is that essentially the samc
coalition of social classes, castes, tribes and religious
groups that had given the Congress Party its victories
before 1977 returned it to office in 1980. Surely,
there is a moral here.

-M. V. Kanrath

fiiNbursnl: AN TNTRoDUCTToN by shakunrata
Jagannathan; Yakils, Fefter and Simons Ltd., Bom.
bay; 1984; Pp.84; Rs. 70.
NOT SO long ago one perccptive observer compared
India to a donkey carrying a sack of gold-"the
donkey does not know what it is carrying but is con-
tent to go along with the load on its back". The
load, of course, is, in Adi Sankaracharya's words, "the
accumulated treasure of spiritual truths discovered by
the Rlsftrs."

To caoture this immense treasure and present it
in book form is obviously a herculean task-a task
which has been performed with varying degrees of
success by scholars and commentators over the years.
But how does one summarise this almost limitless
ocean of knowledge in a coffee-table book of less than
a hundred pages?

And yet this is precisely what Shakuntala Jagan-
nathan has done. While admitting that the most for-

nridable problem she faced was that of selecting tho
contents, her primary objective has been to put togc-
ther a compact volume "to explain Hinduism to
Iudians and to visitors from abroad, so that the urban
Flindu can understand the roots of his civilisation,
and the tourist can comprehend the various aspects of
Hinduism and relate them to what he sees around him
in India." In doing this she has largely succeeded.

The book is divided into three chapters. The first
seeks to exDlain, in the simplest of terms, what Hin-
duisnr is all about. "Philosophic thinkers of recent
times clo not like to describe Hinduism as a mere reli-
gion," says the author, "as they feel that this narrows
it down and does not bring out adequately its great
qualities of catholicity of outlook and free thinking,
as even as atheist is not precluded from being a Hindu
and no hell nor doomsdav envisioned for the agnosti;.

The second chapter deals with the Scriptures
("verily a cornucopia of Spiritual literature") while
the third seeks to explaie such essential concepts as

Nirguna Brahma, Saguna Brahma, Karmd, Dhanna,
the four ashramas, etc., in simplified language. There
are also thumbnail sketches of prominent Hindu saints
and colour prints of gods and goddesses which com-
plement the text. Perhaps the most useful part of the
work is the Glossary and Index of Pronunciations
which is indispensable to any foreign initiate to the
subject.

-K. S. Venkatesweran

fn Gouramma's hunger ravaged body lies a baby to be born.
Yet for her living she was forced lo work on. . . .

NOW THE STATE GOVERNMEIqT HAS STEPPED IN WITH
A HETPING HAND...

Karnataka Government's Maternity Allowance Scheme to landless Aglicultulal wolnen labourcrs,
now offers expectant mothers a new support during their pregnancy.

Life was tough for young Gauramma. From dawn to dusk she toiled in the fields. But novr,
her advancing pregnancy was beginning to tell on her. Often she felt faint and ready to drop.
Yet she had to work on. She needed the wages to feed her family.

Gauramma's dilemma ended when the Karnataka Government introduced its revolutionary
scheme of Maternity Allowance to landless agricultural \!r'omcn labourers. Thus ,uiving hcr a rreu,
support.

This scheme provides a Maternity Allowance of Rs. 300 to landless agricultural wonen
labourers, for three months during the period of ailvanced pregnanc)'. This assistance is avail-
able in the birth of the first and the second child. It enables them not only to support their
family while they are unable to work, but also to ensure bctter nutrition for themselves.

Already 1,514 agricultural women labourers have benelitted in four months of the introduc-
tion of this scheme. And thousands more will foltow.

Yes, this is just one instance of what the Government has done for the people. The Gov-
ernment's numerous welfare programmes have lifted the lives of the weak and the downtrodden.
From landless agricultural women labourers to destitute wiclows to scheduled castcs and schedul-
cd tribes.
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A LETTER

Sir,

I was amazed that a magazine like yours, which is
devoted to the cause of freedom, should reproduce thc
"open letter" to Mrs. Thatcher from a South African
newspaper.

The letter prcaches a serrnon to Mrs. Thatcher on
the evils of allowing terrorists to operate from one's
country and suggests that having had personal expo-
rience of what one set of terrorists (IRA) can dc,
Mrs. Thatcher should expel another set of terrorists
(ANC) from Britain.

While I do not condone the murder of women and
children, which the ANC has been accused of, my
objection is to the attem-ot to equate South Africa with
Britain. Britain is a free society in which the IRA ii
atternpting by means of terrorist activities to detach
one portion of the country and incorporate it in
another country. South Africa is governed by a system
that is little short of Nazism and where the main object
of the African National Congress is to raise the black

people from oppression, discrimination and exploita-
tion to which they are subject because they happen to
be black. If Britain had been the kind of society that
South Africa is, the IRA would have been extermi-
nated long ago. In South Africa, merely espousing the
cause of equality for the blacks has resulted in mem-
bers of the ANC being detained without trial or other-
wise persecuted.

If some members of the ANC have resorted to
terrorism, it is probably because they despair cf
achieving anything by oeaceful means, given the
nature of the government they are dealing with. The
IRA on the other hand has never seriously tried to
achieve its aims by legal and peaceful means. Thc
fact that the ANC sometimes uses violent means is
no ground for equating it with the IRA or thc
systems of government in South Africa and Britain.

You would have done better to ignore the "open
letter" altogether rather than reproduce it without
comment, thereby implying your silent support for the
views expressed in it and thereby to a barbaric and
despicable form of govel'nment.

-Satish 
J. Shah

ltN
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The right way to bargain with Konstantin Cher.

nenko is with a clear voice.

-T lte Economist, December l,

We need . . . . to get rici of this Government. That
campaign will not be won in the House of Commons.
It will be won on the streets of Britain.

-Arthur Scargill quoted in The Times,
November 15.

I'm a reasonable and moderate man,

-Arthur 
Scargill quoted in The Times,

November 15.

It was galling for Sikhs to see him (Rajiv Gandhi)
all day on television receiving condolences beside his
mother's body as it lay irr State, while Sikhs were be-
ing attacked and settins 

o::'';,:;:::::ftovember r0.

The Russians have abandoned their policy of refus-
ing to negotiate about nuclear weapons until NATO's
Cruise and Pershing II missiles are removed fronr
Western Europe! NATO's posture and Reagan's
return has forcbd them back to the negotiating table.

-Editorial 
in The Sunday Tiryes, December 23.

FIe (Scargill) is betraying the coal industry single-
handed.

-Neil Kinnock, Labour Party Leader, in
The Daily Telegraph, December 28.

The USA is a much more de facto member of the
Commonwealth than India or the other non-Anglo
Saxon Countries.

-Woodrow 
Wyatt in The Times, December 29.

I do not believe that India would fly apart without
a Nehru in power.

-Trevor Fishlock in The Times, December 2g.rt rtrt rrchrlvr.. ; mrrvrl.toc I
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