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“GIVE RAJIV A CHANCE”

MINOO

DURING the month of lanuary I have come across
a great deal of euphoria about the General Election
results among the upper classes of Bombay. When-
ever I ventured to express a lack of enthusiam or doubt
about the capacity of the new Prime Minister and
Union Government to meet the country’s needs, 1
have been met by the plea: “Give Rajiv a chance.” Of
course Rajiv has a chance. The Indian people have
given it to him; and who can deny it to him?

A good example of this wishful thinking is provided
by a recent advertisement in the press which reads:
“The cityman. The villager. The businessman. The
office-goer. The farmer. The artisan. All are filled
with renewed spirit. Renewed confidence. A confi-
dence that is unshakeable”.

What I find difficult to appreciate is not the desire
to give the new Prime Minister a chance, which we
all share, but the assumption that the expression of
any doubt on the subject must be ruled out as not
fair to the PM. I, on the contrary, believe that it is only
a sense of realism and constructive criticism from now
on which will make it possible for the new Prime
Minister to deliver the goods. It would seem, how-
ever, that many people do not wish their exaggerated
expectations to be disturbed. As Mr. Bhanu Pratap
Singh has dryly observed: “If there is anything in
which we excel, it is self-deception.”

One is prepared to accept Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s good
intentions, but one cannot help taking note of the
constraints under which he will be functioning. These
are: :

1. A bloated majority widely described as a “mas-
sive mandate”, which may lead to arrogance. It
is conventional wisdom in Britain that “large
majorities do not make for good government.”

2. The absence of an effective Opposition, which
means that the Prime Minister and the Cabinet
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ANNCUNCEMENT

For quite some time now my colleagues on
the Editorial Board and I have been giving anxi-
ous thought to the need to make Freedom Firsi
more meaningful and better known amongst
thinking citizens in this country.

After examining the various options available
to us, we feel that the only way to ensure the
survival of the journal on a more meaningful and
viable basis is to convert it into a quarterly with
increased reading matter. We have accordingly
decided to bring out four issues of Freedom First
each year (in January, April, July and October)
instead of the present twelve. The inaugural issue,
which will be a Special Issue, will be in April
1985. S. V. Rajue who needs no introduction to
readers of Freedom First, will be joining K. S.
Venkateswaran in editing the Quarterly.

To ensure that our readers get their money’s
worth, we do not propose to raise our annual
subscription rates which will continue to be Rs.
20 (for domestic subscribers) and £4 or $6 (for
overseas subscribers). Existing subscribers will
automatically revieve copies of the quarterly till
the expiry of their subscriptions. There will,
however, be no issue of Freedom First in March
1985.

We look forward to your continued support to
Freedom First and shall appreciate it if you per-
suade friends and acquaintances to subscribe to
the journal and help us in making it a more
effective voice of freedom.

M. R. Masani
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