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A Significant 
Conference 

by V. B. ~arnik 
I 
INFERENCES are usually convened in om: coun-
hy for passing resolutions' and staging demonstra­

. l Conferences of the Indian Committee for Cul­
, Freedom are not patterned on _ that model. 
t. are usually held for quiet deliberations over 
~ selected topics. The fourth Conference of 
~ommittee held last month in Patna was true to 
form and is significant for the topics that it took 
!r discussion. 
fiiscus~ion need not necessarily lead to the accep­
! of a set of conclusions. What · is much more 
hant is to stimulate thinking, thinking over a 
lem in all its aspects on the basis of an objective 
1sis of facts and with a scientific outlook in view. 
the purpose of the Indian Committee for Cultu­

<'reedom to stimulate such thinking on all pro-
tS bearing upon the growth of a free society. 
he Democratic Alternative" was one topic taken 
;, :-~nsideration at the Patna Conference. There 
dispute ~ow ahout the necessity of planning and 

rbody in India has accepted it. But is the plan-
that is current at present conducive to the 

~opment of a democratic society? Is centralised 
l planning from the top the only way of building 
\ planned society? Will not the impatience to 
~ up with other industrially advanced countries 
1se a forced pace of industrialisation, bringing in 
fain regimentation and a police State? Is it not 
~r to plan on the basis of the satisfaction of the 
needs of the people rather than on the basis of 

. ract theories and calculations ~ economists and 
sticians? These and many other questions which 
~ormenting thinking people were raised in Patna 
discussed objectively and dispassionately. 

. e discussion made it clear that those who are 
psed to the present form and shape of the Second 
1 Year Plan are not opposed to planning as such, 
are they the advocates of laissez faire. ·what they 
test is a different type of planning, : ~ planning r ~he botto_m un~ertaken with the objective of 
!fymg th~ , Immediate needs of the people. In 
f,mg up · ~uch a plan and implementing it, it is 
~Ible to bnng about a synthesis between Liberalism 

rsl 

'I 

and Gandhism. The synthesis was not concretelv 
worked out, but ;1 way of thought was indicated' which 
may yield rich fruits, · 

lt' is in this context that the contribution that Bhoo­
dan imd Cramdan can make requires to be i ';Onsidered. 
Decentralised ·_ · · :now accepted as a desir-

.. able-objective. that teehnology .has 
made it without 
too much loss in search of that 

is ~it ·. the length of village 
U.JIIU.' ••j.l). practicability, is it 

Sellf-stiHicii~ilt villages are not a 

J\ndther topie· 
prbblep1 \ of the "i_ nt~:JU.ati,ori' 
Intlian society. The DT(>bl,em 
portions since the 
Jharkhand Party., a~·Ht-;;,4 ~~ 
land of \he. Nagas: . 
gested for its solution, 

· -to many histo­
cause of our 
stagnation. 

~€)nt,erc~ncewas the 
peoples in 

~swilled serious pro­
like the 

, ; U'V.)LUU&'-'.) in the 
been sug-

and ·integration.~. ThAfe ~ ~.'(li!<:msSion 
and demerits of all these m· tetlltod:s: 
of opinion was in favour df mt:e2ratioi:i~ 

Prof: N armadeshwar Prasad who · initiated the dis-
cussion: pointed out: tt · 

"Neither isolation nor assimilationcbut integration of 
the tribal people in IndiaJl . Society will solve their 
several elements into a complex entirety in which the 
elements can be clearly distinguished. Our country 
abounds ·in many,heterogeneous c1,lltural .patterns and 
social groups. It }s only . to/ougJl.h j.llt$lgration, and 
that can be done o¥J.y by allowing . maxjiDJllD freedom 
to the different groups to maintain · and\}levelop their 
identity . and individuality, that .. the ·emergence of a 
fr~ , s.o,~ial demoqatic Jife in Iqli!,~~; 'i~::possible." 

He also pointed,J,Otit'' tQ.e dang~rs of isolation or 
segregation. E<;lib)rig the yiews'Cif Mr. Majumdar, ~nd 
Mr. Madan in tHeir Introductiortto Social Anthropo­
logy he asserted: "When isolate~,r:the tribesmen have 
to fight a losing battle against ruthless nature, a desic­
cated, eroded soil, deforested · hill:·slopes, and irated 
rivers. In such circumstances) over specialisation 
necessited by an extremely uqkiild geographical en­
viromnent leads to a check in growth and may even 
lead' to extinction." . 

One may or may not agree with the view that wiis 
expressed, but one must admit that the Conference 
has invited pointed attention to a vital problem. The 
problem is not, as a matter of fact, confined only to 
the tribal people. It is part of a much larger problem 
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of the ;eq10fio~a~ an~; intkl~~ctual ..\11t!:!gration . of ~~1e 
various' sections j )f tfie~:'I:hdlari people. The 'In~n 
people are stillt~klivided into various small or t~ig 
groups on the b:asis of caste, religion, language 'imd 
community. There is very little social contact bet-
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:'th~ ~nunan revolution," the revolution to change the 
mdividual. He talked of .the vast strides made in 
science and technology, but pointed out how the 

. ween these . groups ,• atle,1 :~verydittle:. of\tllC ·feeling -of · 
social or national solidarity. The political unity that 
has been established will not endure unless it is 
cemented by the growtl;l ,of a sentiment of common 
brotherhpod . between the people who inhabit the 
country. Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan did well to 
~mphasise this -$pect,:of,;the/que&tiou: · . - -

moral progress of the human individual had lagged 
far b¥hind. Man had become the slave of technology 
and had surrendered all his power and freedom into 
the hands of th~ State which controlled and manipul-
ate~ technologiCal processes . . Jayaprakashji issued a 
elanon call for the emancipation of the individual, 
~tre~s~ at the sam~ time ·the url?ency of changing the 
mdtVldual. He did not d~scnbe at the time the 
methods t~ bee adopted for bringipg about "the human 
revolution,: ' But the thought i~self is of great import­
ance, more particularly when the whole trend is in 
the direction of expanding the power of the State and 
reducing the individual tQ ~e Bosition of an insignifi­
cant cog on the wheel of its ever-expanding machine. 

· , !\: · .. t:! ~·. :i !· -# _.,;~_..,, . : .., :,; lf "?~.;.::.·· ·rr· ·- *" · , . 
An artist ' of' ·an.:.Iridia reput~, Mb .. Rukminidevi 

~un?ale . presidpd gve,r J he Coj'f~rerlc~: . ;Her p~~ti­
Cipatwn m :the. <;:;9nfe~en~e was a Jestimony of , the 
Indi~n . artistf.,· ~¢et;t ~- iJr~~¥~ : {or~ultrt'n11 f1;~ed?m .and 
for ~ free .. s.opety, 'iV!PS~ alone _ ~n gparailfe.e 1t. Her 

... rz:.~~~el_?~aflrta_ dd_,_ r·e_ .. lifs.s •. rv_ ·., a. s. <.].:,_ .. :u._. __ ·.···_·-. __ "'.·_ •. _·~-.~,_,. -!~~· ti.ffit.. s. t. ~teme.nt. of we; ro e o a m : ,_ ~ .~IIU'>-lll'j+!Po · ~warnmg· agamst 
the use of art fo~_ i>e¥~iCs.~ }tis "to .. ' ;}~p_p~d that her 
warning will be ta~~l} .. t81Jilfart b¥ tho _ Who are trying 
to utilise Indian ar!i:s~ ·!f!a wnte~s .. 'for the politiCal 
purposes of international-com~11rusn}. , • 

Anoth~r point \:~~ " · .. -~~fi.nc!. to the Con­
ference IS the e_I_oi-· de. ~t ._-.. *_ :·'·._'fo;t~wn_._ ' e_w _·type of revo­
lution made at _, e , pgb ; _ ili~Wlt.J:!eld at the end 
by Mr. Jayapral<~ h ~rtl¥aQ;~)ffayap'ta:kashji too,k a 
keen interest in th.__ Q.<:>nferertce~e'ilttc;:.nded the ses­
sions on both ,th.e,jjays ·;fr~~ I,I10rniiig'1ill late in the 
evening. He ca!l~·r~?,,~~,~~·try~t ~-~~~ad in view 

The Conference was a significant gathering of intel-
.. lectuals from many parts of the country. The-number 

was necessarily small owing · to long distances and 
other difficulties of , travel. But it was an interesting 
gathering. The participants ~elonged to many schools 
of thought. The only bond amongst them was their 
dedication to the ideals of freedom and democracy. 
A passionate desire to · advance the cause of a free 
society informed all their discussions. Having com­
pared notes and learnt from each other, they will now 
work in their respective spheres to develop the demo­
cratic alternative and to bring about the integration 
of the Indian people. That will make the meeting in 
Patna a significant event. 

;)r. ]\f~etillg~ With Djilas' Wife 
~Y Max 

.+ 
. ---·::-.:::c~:.::.::::::,~ . , ., ' , , . 

1- l' AID a visiL~he otheti·eveni11g to the wife of the 
most impoi"ta!J.t poligcal PriS.on~r' fu -tbe world to-

day-!vfilovan Djilas.' · ~~ - .· - · · ' · · . .· 
I should have liked to hi~k with · Djila5" himself, es­

pecially!'in thelight of 4i"hoqk;:Th.~ ' NetQ Clq,Ys, which 
has. sha~ep ~~~n~~ctu,~~ ~cle~}P:,;~y~ry E.~r~n?e.~n _capi­
tal. B~t ~1to s gq~rpment. ~-a.s . ~a!, ~to~y !IIssen~er 
locked up m the Srems~~ l\1f~tQV1C~ pnso~;from which 
no more of his highly dlj~gerous --views about the 
nature of the Communist -sys$ff ~.g .. .t:~aeh hl~ ·people 
anQ. the world. Now Djila:s bas%eeif~tried again, while 
his sentence still has two ye~rs :to r,l,iif,' · This time some 
of the earlier pretense was ripped a'way, and the book 
itself is on trial. · 

So I made soine inquiries, found Mrs. Djilas' 
address, and went to se·e her. . 
c.: ' She lives with Djila:s' old and bedridden mother in 

t of · a somewhat seedy apartment house behind 
,:· . ar~ia~.ent, over which Djilas used to· preside in 

· '"' --d·ays tOf;:ppwer. There is an elevator but it looks 
~'r'!£~t hag; W>trun for months. When I first trudged 

:"Up'tile .starrs·m the afternoon and knocked on the door. 
',~'{t wall opened by a handsome, self-possessed little boy 
· ·who said (as I managed to make out ) that his mother 

Lerner 

was out and he was alone. I left a note and came 
back in the evening. Mrs. Djilas was expecting me 
and so was the blond Alexei, all of 4Ji years old. 

She is a gentle, attractive woman, perhaps in her 
late 20s-stoical, ~quiet, contained, but with an inner 
pain and tension -that break through the reserve. \Vith 
her husband, to whom she has been married for six 
years, she had once been part of the small top ruling 
group of Yugoslavia. Now the room we sat in had 
a frayed sofa, a table, a chair, a picture. Through an 

_open door I glimpsed a bedroom-study which had once 
been Djilas's and was now Alexei's . 

It was a dingy~ little flat with the air '?f emptiness 
and <tloom one feels in a house that obv10usly needs 

0 

and misses a man. 
She has cut herself off from the outside world. She 

answers no mail and accepts no food packa~es fror>1 
abroad. But when ' I asked whether I could write 
about my visit to her she offered no objections. 'When 
her husband was a;rested, she told the police she 
would see newspapermen who came to see her. It 
was her duty, she told them, to talk with the press. 

She does not seem to be embarked on any crusade. 
(Contin11ed on page 10) 



Notes 

. Sp~ctte Of Niltional · Com~unism; · 
A~L.' is, ~iot we,n' di}: H1e ·~orr\viuiii~t . ~ront.iNpit~ _of 
, , , s~H~~~ks 1 a ,11_d .. I C~M·?I , 1, J\~port:~ : l't~my~.tuigf :ffOl:ll 

oornmumst countnes mdlC~te . that msp~~e .· qf tfi~. ,n13w 
Commu.nist M.anif~s~o i~~w~d .. at the cop.~lu~.ion o~ ,the 
"summit" meeting of coi:nrrippist pafties_ .·of,the . Soviet 
y *i~ri ~~~C! Pt the. ,~lev~,9 ,.9#~~{ ~orrm,u~1ist-rlii~n~ s~~tes 
closely: t1~ tp the . Sqy1et lJmon, . the . M.o!>.COW . mentors 
are, stin· '~,lid~»~ ) t d1f11?;~1It ; ito · eiis~u;e ~he., ~1~iloli~n.ic 
,un,~ty. . of. ;th~ . ~El~ : bloc.,~d.re,~sse.rLtheli .p~cef l<;>~.;;?s~l p 
over their s,ateUite~, . ,;':l~h~ mam purpose of the. sum­
mit" meeUn~f\yi,l~ . ,to. ,'l'e:pajr th!'l·. breac4es in the-Iron 
~11rtain, : ca«s~~.~by:"th.e policy of ' de-Sta1in,isati6n,. to 
try for a ffi.qre· form~! ·Ol:ganisatipnal unity an~ i.nte­
gra~iori of '.v#ripll,s i:ulillg_ coinmuni~tp~r.ties ~nd there; 
fly. to obv1ate any further trouble ansmg out of the 
c~nJri.f1,1gaJ J¢ilqen<ries . gen,erated . by the . policy . of 
~ ?Hf<ir~Ji~J:o~d~.·.to s,bCii.a:Us~n/' M 0e. end ?f ~~ , m~et,: 
mg . wa~ l;?SlJ.C~:l;a g~n~raJ d,eclaralion of 'basrc laws 
a;q.~ "iin'i~Y. of aill1s':s'igned 'by ;tiw party leaP,ers of 
th~ 't\ve'lve C6inrhunlst Parties: .. The declaration assert­
ed ·firn1 faith iri th~. unity of the "invipcible .camp 'of 
S.<!Ciali;;~ 6au~1tries b~qded by the Soviet Union" and 
~\t, 1th~ s~~ne: th~~ 

1~tj~<(>int~d out that . the communist 
~vorM leadership should hold more conferences · of -. 
communist parties to discuss current problems and 
·concert action in the general struggle for corhmon 
goals." · · · ·· · · · · ---· 

Thus Moscow could succeed to a certain extent in 
re-establis};ling, ,at le~st fonnally, its leadership of the 
communist •world and in re,·iving some of the spirit, 
if nat the•form, of the Comintern or Cominform. 

But ,in , spite of tHis formal declaration, it is fairly 
obvious 'that the Kremlin has failed to restore real 
unity am9ng . different parties and to bring about a 
reconciliation! of conflicting views prevailing in the 
so-called 'sb'cialist camp. It was clearttrom the beginn­
ing that Marshal Tito's refusal to go to Moscow was 
mainly because of the sharp policv differences arising 
out of Zhukov's sudden dismissaL This was further 
proved by Yugoslavia's flat refusal to sign the Moscow 
declaration worked '6i.tt by other twelve Communist 
Parties. This ~a~ .i~ . ~ . way inevitable as Yugoslavia 
qould not have eridoi-seo 'the declaration without com­
promisin,g its policy of non-alignment. 
i Even though·the main theme of the document was 

t;he necessity fbr 'the~ comrimnist unitv, Gomulka re­
tUrned to Poland aft~11 the conference oi1ly to announce 
tl.at "ti1ere have been, there are .'find there tvill be" 
differences among parties of the communist bloc. 
What 'pwe!sely ·is tthe natu~·e of those· differences . he 
rpfused to elaborate, but it should . be evident from 
his other statements made in the course of his address 
tb his partymen. He clearly stated that though the 
M~sc~~ . declara~ion ~nvisaged bilateral and larger 
conferences for discussiOns among various Communist 

'Patties; thesA conf¢).ie~tls •Would · n'0t ' discuss 1',intemal 
prbblems'~ ;ofany J!;·a~:;~ <t.r\ \>~':l·rnt , , , ·. •·• ·n ;,,, •... 
:: .'Jlliaf; the course r ;of n£hef. deli'bera,tiom; ' in: i Moscow, 
lasting fdr ovet tWtfW:eeks,~itshr&rre 'Jto@; : S!llMthr;was . 
~ident from the · begwnin~ f'l'Qrn th~Lcon1U,c.tingi'9pi­
rnions held by .the variGwtfleadets. h; lt 1!1~-be.(i)Ji>•Pllbi-
liely .admitted . ~a p.romijlent E.ast . · ·· · · 
h ist lea:deh that · lWaSBnQ.t , 
issues among the · · 
went to;rthe 
{;ermancoJmnauiais~}~a~: ~l;pn~~qrn~~~~e~ 
signed ,at 
There . are, ; u~'""'"'~''"'»;~ , 
niarily l!Jtltlor~ty.,,fo; 
So'Viet . by< .it>YJ~1:)<)t;l)e'J1';~C(l(ll\1Jl1lm~:~ .,t~,Sl~!tl.~ 
and the ;mnr"d';,;r-r,.. .. 

liarities . 
has 

,.,_ ,, I 

their re~tion 

w!H) . Hi doL. 
ldevelop­

sober­
.u:.-.un.«· Prime 

sion to feeling of disqi.jiet. . 
The resentment of th~Indonesians · . 'failure of 

the Afro-Asian resolution .in the Unitedr'Natidns call­
ing for 'the feriewal ' of ri~gg)iitt~on'sFhe'h,ytieri > Jakarta 
and the Hague ov~r the:<ftitill'~ :uf ;w~sniriari 1(West 
New Guinea, now undei· Dutch control) is under­
standable.; '· But wl,lat '' is . noC und~rship.dabl¢ . -is the 
manner In ,vhiCh that resenttiJ·ent is bem<gtsiJu~ht -to 

l:ili~~~~~~~-~t~~~fs~/n ; . ~~\34,~:~~~ 
ceeded in e6'Ploil:Jrig th~ sittiatrg · Hptecipifating 
a .crisis whi~li P,a$ . x:t;n~~e,!l.< t}:J.ej_,, . n<, of the ,West 
Iriari\1uesti61l'!!}:llh~~· . - ·~lil:t!f;lcul,t.!:I t !is3;1.1tprisiri.g .that 
President Sukaroo;tiln . ·lireb 1ncldliesian-, GoV;emtnent 
shouldth.ul!.pl .. a.y.J~.t9:i~~~un#trh.~d~ . .. ;I;(;theyhw. e 
that by l>laymg ··. t1Y 1 CQJllmun~t.Jg~{Iex;y ' t~ey . · W~;n.Jld 
divert the. attenti!)ll, dt, th~, ~go~~Si!lfl : people;. fliOffi 
the conflicts of islapd7wise,, ~,Qqal. patdptisms; ' which 
have since recently becop:~~ ,J!w bane 9f · Ind,t;~nesia ; 
they are sadly mistqken: .. JG9r the problems .t~at 
would arise a,s , a . tt:lsult .of: .thei,r , conniying . ;;tt' ,t))~ 
rowdism, that has characterised the mass. usurpatip .. ~ 
of the Dutch enterprises and the sudden d,isplaqe;men,t, 
of thousands of J)utch nationals will prove: Il)Ore d~s,as ­
trous for Indonesia than the ,internal conflffits. ~),w·~ 
from the political repercussions th13y will have ~broa,d, 
the recent developments in Indonesia. will scare away 
foreign capital, which is so necessary for Indonesia's 

3 
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Curse Of Untouchability·· · economic development. No for.eign invPstor will feel 
secure enough to invest his capital in Indonesia-for 
that mutter in .any other Asian country with political ~~ OME shocking deta~s ~,l\b9u,,t' the treatment m...;ted 
instability-after what has happened in thaLcm\ntry. P out to Scheduled Castes in -certain parts of the 

The report that ' other foreign enterprises have' not 'country came to light the other day in the course of a 
been touched and . the statement of the Indonesian d~scussion in Lok Sabha. The most shocking piece 
Government that ·the seizUre o£ the Dutch interests of inform~tion .was , th,~ .mqrder of a Harijan boy in 
\vas not nationalis.at~on uare a -poo~ con~olation and Bulandsahr district in Uttar · Pradesh only because in 
hardly enough to wm •the·:·confidence· of non-Dutch a school examination he secured higher marks than 
foreign investors." The ~·contempl~ted management caste .Hindu boys. Details were also given a,bout a 
withoilt ownership ·by · Indonesi~m:Gov.emment of ·the number . of · .othei: · htuniliating social restrictions 
butcl:: eti"terptis'es und.er 'a new fa\v on fl}reign invest- irri!)o~~d itpdk the' :Fii:trijan!l.· ; : ' . ' . . : 
ments is not also going t@; help ro.ucli. What has hap- · . This, .h1deed, is a depressing state of affairs. Un­
pened is ·not a prelude ,fQ.'soCiamm ~ut to chaos . and to\idiability has been ab61iShed by the h6nstitution. 
anarchy; which; unless · ;check~d -ill iifi1e, will destroy L~~.s hav'e bee11 ~g~sed H~'tp~ing ope·n tanks, , temples 
In,~onesi~Ii indepe~de~c~~; .. ·: · al.~~. i ~thei: p'~plic pl~ces to , Harij~ns a?d ¢ak\ng it a 

_ . . . . . pen~} offence to prevent t~em from usmg them. And 
•' 'Frank! A"nnis{ll . . •· · · · yet this has had vety little effect on the actual practice 

. ' ' . ' .. ' I! ·~ : 1 ~ ~!-.k ' ·, -~ .. ' • -: ' . ... ' . - '-·-- .. • . of . i1ritouchabilHy ail.d' "tlie . Vfirious' soCial : ilnd other 

M~· · MqR~N~t:"'Pfd"§i\,~~tJ;!~f Ut1ibi1-;:Mmis.ter}or r~stri,c~jons i~pos,ed up!J~1 the un.touchables: 
Cpmme'r'ce . an'tl:lfig~P')i, .'must'be congrattilated . ,Th~ conscience of the commumty has not been yet 

on the' forthnght' lrrt·~·qr(which he talked about ,the a\Ya~ened to the gro~·s 'inequity and inhumanity of 
sitmitiori in Ker o•,., der the cpmmunist regime.· Uri~ the praCtice of untot.ichability. Religion and Jon~ 
like s6zrii:i1.6thers 'haa' earlier 'Visited the State, he established social custom have sanctified it in the 
did nof :.inirice wstcts~~ · '" ' ~ \Yit"Rti5!1e found · ~n ·tae eyes of many. The religi<;ms and social support of 
col.irse ofhi!i ' •· - ·".,~,;> if~;;; _ · · :f : .. :.; unto\tdwbility must be blasted if the · ~vil is td be 

Mr. Desai_·.. . . ' tl~a ·,.. • . ~~~'"" Qf o~ h1secui'ity' ' wa~ 9~sti'oyed lock, stopk . ahd barrel. . ']:'hat .require~ .a 
noticeable .~- - g~ : ce~~~am~ s~ctHms .. o_f _ ,!k.e peopl.e. y1go~:ous and. cm1Sls.ten.t propa~anda aga.J.nst .rehgt­
He found mo!~ov · · . .,l~Ph? ~~imate ~as not co~gerual ous and socml preJ~tdiCes whiCh .have acqmred a 
for the devel!)p: ·.: L' ,~j\' .~;n~~tn~s. He said ~h.at deep hold on the. mmd of tl_le ~ndian people. Cui-
he haq _pi:oug~(U ~"flie. notice. ,.of the M1p1s~ tural and educational orgamsabons must un~ertake 
try and .. hope~~!J:l ·. . ~e. steps'" woulP," be taken ' to this ta.sk an? the Gover~ment must ~elp t~1em m .that 
improve th~ s'i.ttiatiop. : ~ . . , , . .• . ; . ~~ork If rapid progress IS t~ .be achieved m eradiCat• 
· ~.fr. Desai also found that the complain~ about the mg the curse of untouchability. 
existence of Cell Courts were well-founded.. A photo-
stat copy of a stiinmons issued by a Cell Court was, 
he said, shown to him. :Mr. _Desai took strong excep­
tion to the functioning of these illegal inst_itutions and 
said that 'no democratic Government could be ex­
pected to allow this challenge to om ii.1stitutions tak-
ing root and blossoming · out.' . 

Pointing out the differences l>etweeu a democracy 
and a dictat<;>rship, i\Ir. Desai said in a~ dictatorship 
"the opposition ·'has rio raisop d'etrc; should they be 
so ill-advised as tb criticise, .:they~imp1y have to face 
the fuing squhd.~ J:~ ,On the :other hand, in_ a demo­
cracy, he pointed qut, "th.e right to criticise •or"-·elect 
the rulers ·of theii~ dioice a_nd.,}Jlls~at tl~eip, if need be, 
is a God-given rightJX.esiding· 4,1 the _people." . · 

Mr. Desai has no illusions about .comm'unists turning 
democrats; ' He said -, he. would O'e happy· if the un­
believ-able hapfJeJied ·and t1ie communists 'transformed 
themselves into democrats. He ··added, however, "If 
they did that, automatically they ceas~d to be com­
munists." He was ·aware of the possibility that this 
~'as "only a mere prOfession to hoodwink us" and, that 
privately they might be proceeding "in just the oppo­
site direction.'' 

· This frarik appraisal of the situation made by Mr. 
Desai should clear the air and enable Congressmen 
and <1t:hers to get a correct idea of the things that are 
happening in Kerala. 
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The Writer And T'he Commiss'(l,r . ' . 

by Howar<\. ·Fast 

WHATEVER his particular work, the \Vriter ,is a not oppose it. He did IWt challenge .it. At most, he 
. singular and lonely person. In the smalJ hours dared to challenge within his craft. And concerning 

of the night, tearing r,mt of himself his 1iarticulat story, him, these facts are important: 
he is perraps more alone than almost any other per- l. He did not continue to write; he.was silenced. 
son can be. He is the prisoner of 'his. thoughts and 2. He 'did not continue to lMi: he \'y~~·'cr~,telly ~or'· · 
fancies and visions, and he mttst struggle with them, tured and he was put to death. . . _. .· . " · " 
capture them and order them into a structural whole. 3. He did notcontinue to fight for his 

1
'inalierfaWe 

No matter how bad a writer he is, he is sti).l ·a creature privilege" of writing as h.e pleased. Theprivilege·was 
of conscience and is dedicated to the . truth as .lie may alien to him; "as he pleised"' 'yas philoso_phicaHr tin­
see such truth within his own limitations; and no srriall known to him, and when . · · tried to ·discove'r and 

~fi1~~ftffi~~~1~~t\~~rri~~~u;~ag~!t~;~1~~-eflil\~~~c\;~t!; · a~~lf¥~r~his · his • rew~y~~~ .~t~.-~w,i.t1\.~ 
:the truth. . . ·• , . . . . It --~va.s !gna~i~ Out so poi~~a~tly 
, To me, at least, it: was neithel' suq>rising nor mys- to tne·. e4rtor of the . Gazette, , in ·ffie 
t€rious that'the !first bitter, V.oices raised against the rece~'t. !i~change. of · · · that 
Communist Patty. tyranny ,iri Uung11:ry >Were the voices if a . poet were · mt;n:d,ere'd 
ef writers; therein was the logic of my own existence the voice of the 
and the existence of so many.;cQlleagues I ha:d known I do not know 
well for lor~ years;, and ~herein was also the tragic but in a land HFno.o••<> -nf'l.ot·~ · 
,:i!1~ . ~~,I>la¢~ble dilt;m~a, pr the :writer in oui: . time. ed, b~'aten to pulp, . ~;:~~~~fp.,~';':~lf'' 

The sil~1ple crux of it 1s tb~t the writer, as ail artist, dation, freedom is a 
must perish under tyranny. I do , not ki1ow \vhether I asked .aboUt a 
the growth of liter:ature as .an .art is a vital and neces- writers . are pbets to 
s;:uy dynamic within a society of fre:e men. I do kn,ow a way of saying sornel:hiJ19:. 
that it is the result of such a society; and I also know clearer, to say that the 
that when freedom is il1terdicted, literature shrivels writer; and when the 
and dies. Under a tyranny, the doctor can continue come as close to probing . ·exis­
his practice of medicine; the carpenter can build tence and human destil1y as any human 'effort can. 
houses as surely and precisely as before; and even the This poet I refer to was ltzik Feffer. O:Ifhapp,enedthat 
wor~er can continue to play his ordinary role in pro- some of us here in America knew him personally, for 
ductwn. But from the writer tyranny demands the early during the war he came here on a good-Will-luis­
antithesis of his art, which is obedience. . . sion and he won our hearts. A tall, handsome; inan, 

F01" m~elf, the fact that a functioning democratic wearing the uniform of a oolonel in the Red Army, :he 
society is imperfect i.n its operative extension of demo- appeared to be a symbol of what the Soviet had pled­
cracy is not conclusive. \Vc live in an imperfect ged in the way of wiping anti-Semitism out of Russia; 
world, a fact that men of goodwill have realized for for Feffer was a Jew, a beloved poet in the Soviet 
centuries. Thev have tried to make this world better. Union, an arfuy officer, and a man who imevery:wbrd 

In the. United States, I was crippled in my function he spoke breathed the love of hi~ fathedand. . 
as .a. writer .. At great cost and financial loss, I had to How then that the run'iour came to ~u's?a good while 
publish my own books. From comparative wealth and before the Twentieth Congress of· the Bolshevik Party, 
success, I was reduced to a struggle for literary exis- that he was dead, and that he had died strangely? .We 
tence; and gradually my continuing work became less didn't know. I asked and others asked, 
and less known. .. ''Where is ltzik Fefier and how did he die?" 

Buf beyond deprivation, these facts are important: A hundred times .,that question was asked and luft 
l. I continued to write. • unanswered, and we who asked it were looked at as 
2. I continued to live. fools because we could rrot understand the politica:I 
3. I continued to fight for my inalienable privilege subtleties of the murder of poets. I asked it of a 

of writing as I pleased. Pravda correspondent, only a few days before I finally 
broke with the Party-but I was an unwelcome guest 

J. sp~ll them out .like that becau~e :Of the savage and now in the beautiful building on Park Avenue, for I 
unJ?stifiable expenence of that time. I opposed the had already spoken my first angry criticism in the 
pohcles of my government and minced no words pages of the Daily W orkcr and the Communist cultural 
'about. it. I asked no quarter and gave no quarter; yet magazine, Mainstream. As the diplomatic reception 
one, two and three, as specified above, were main- eddied around us, this man from Pravda, talking with 
tained. the voice of "socialism" and "brotherhood" said to nie 

My col!e~gueinthe Soviet Union, however, did far angrily, in English, which he spoke very well, 
less than I m terms of his own government. He did "Howard. why clo you make so much of the Jews? 
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Jews? Jews? That is all we hear from you! Do you 
think Stalin murdered no one but Je_ws?" ' 

I will go under oath that I quote him exactly and 
precisely, for while there are some words that eddy 
away like smoke, these were graven on my mind, 

The Twentieth Congress came and went and still a 
mocking, derisive silence greeted the question, "Where 
is Itzik Feffer and how did he die?" 

But the death of a poet is not so small a matter as 
some think. A Pole, tears in his eyes, said that the 
nwind ;was full of small voices; and bit by bit we put to­
gethe'l the story of Itzik Feffer. After the Twentieth 
Congress, Communists went to Russia and Commu­
nists came back, and each had a little bit of the full 
story and , a fyw a great deal of it. ferhaps this re­
construction .of the story is not exacVhut it is all I 
could find. It begins with the ~rrest 'of David Bergel­
son, the internatio11ally. famous· Jewish Soviet writer. 

·· Whfh'e\ .vas arrested we dort'fkpow; only the Russians 
c~p - ~swer t~at. BuWn <!ll· likelihood it was part of 
t~i~ .'.'Zioqi!>~" in~eriti99·l~P~ The fac~ is that Bergelson 

. was . arrested . Qecau,se ' M was J ew1sh, whatever . the 
other rea~ons were. He was put in prison and ·syste­
matically .. beaten . so that he might confess to c~;imes 
con~octepfor, ,hif& to conf,ess to. No brainwashi.t,lg, po 
truth seru~s,_ ·il9R~. of the .~~i~c~-fiction fant.~i~; j~st 
the truncheon aptl 'the \~p.Jlnd the heady ID)ltnCtiOn 
of Stalin, "B~!,It; beat, beat-and bea~'again." 

Befor_eB~,i-gelson died, Itzik Feffer leal'ped where he 
was and .what was·~fPpening to him; and being a 
friend of hi~, Feffer set,{)Ut to try to save.him. Wri~er 
after writer refused ~to ioin with Feffer. They were 
afraid. They told Feffei\hat if he persisted he would 
be arrested .. ·Feffer pleaded with Ehren burg, and the 
story goes . that· Ehrenburg refused. Ehrenburg stood 
high and 'well Wi~ Stalin. The story also goes that 
Feff~r cried out to ··Ehrenburg: 

· "Then I'll do it alone-and when they arrest me and 
kill me, my death will be upon your soul for as long 
as you live!" 

As it was. Thus, . because he was driven by his 
human conscieJ)(;e, Feffer perished with Bergelson. 
Where then was Fadayev, who shot hirfiself after the 
Twentieth Cbngress,? ·Where was Polovoy, whom I 
loved and resp'&J(~d)ls I have loved and respectedJew 
men? Where ·was'Simonov? Where was Sholokhov? 
Where were all of these who had lectured the world 
upon the honour and integrity of human kind-these 
"socialist" men? vVhere were the preachers and right­
eous ones of the Literary Gazette? Where were those 
Soviet writers of honour who. called America a land of 
barbarians without a heritage or a culture? 

Yes, we killed Sacco .and V anzetti, but our own cry 
went out to haunt the world. 'Vas my own voice ever 
silent concerning injustice in my own land? In the 
name of all that is holy to you, my Russian colleagues, 
where were your voices when murder walked in your 
lan'd? And today, the question of the poet remains 
unanswered . .. 

People have asked me why I waited so long to leave 
the .Communist Party. Did I know nothing of what 
was going on? Yet in their questions, they make it all 
too simple. I joined because I accepted a premise, as 
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so many others did, that only through this party could 
peace, sociali$m , and the · brotherhood of man come to 
this earth. Certain aspects of history appeared to 
bear this out. To join the Communist Party is a very 
seriops action; and serious people do not leap in and 
out of such organizations. 

I could not have written what I wrote above a 
month or a year after I joined the Party. I am, per­
haps, not easily convinced; I am also not easily uncon­
vinced. It took years of fact, inrident and e~perience 
to come to these conclusions. And above all, it re­
quired the catalyst of Khrushchev's secret speech. 
Only with his contribution, out of the heart of the first 
and largest communist party on earth, dig all the 
bits of the puzzle fall into place. Even tlten; through 
my heartsickness, horror and anger, the question of 
whether this was the result of evil individuals or the 
historic-organizational pattern of the Party remained. 
It took months ·of thought, reading and. discussion to 
make up my mind finally. And it took more months 
of doubt before) was able to write at any length about 
this. I know that no analysis of just this kind has ever 
been written b'ef:ore,! and I can sense that it ,nay be of 
very great consequence • . I am writing about peop:c 
whom I loved as wellas about peoplewhom I despised. 

I left in 'my own good time because I :hadcome to 
the above conclusions. I am rieithet disillusioned nor 
depressed and I have lived through grim Hines, but 
times when mankind made gigantic strides forward. 
Though the Communist Party is disciplined and often 
splendid in military action, I do not think it can claim 
credit for the events we have seen. Socialism, justice 
and the brotherhood of man are mighty and irresis­
tible forces; they will grow to fmition in spite of the 
Communist Party-and Soviet socialism will not fore­
ver lie supine under the heel of the commissar. 

Here in America the term "commissar" is translated 
as "functionary" and as "chairman". But I think it is 
one of those words best descriptive in its :::olor;1tion, 
and among the rank and file of ,\merican Party mem­
bers it is used constantly as an epithet of contempt 
toward Party leaders they despise. Therefore no other 
word is precisely right. The commissar, here as in 
Russia, is in common usage the spy, the watchdog, the 
petty priest who reports to the high priest, the mouth 
of dogma and cant, the reader of ritual, the inquisitor, 
the finger of suspicion and the ultimate witness for 
execution. 

The Communist Party, with its dogma, its religious, 
pseudo-Marxist cant, its hatred of ideas and invention, 
creation and change-its priesthood, temple, and fum­
bling. small-minded gods-is not a product of civiliza­
tion and sunlight, nor will it last long in a world that 
can win and keep peace. Its own membership, who 
have left it in the thousands and hundreds of thousands 
throughout the world, are coming to understand it. No 
more can those of us who speak in these terms be dis­
missed as "Trotskyites" or "agents" of the capitalists. 
\Vc are going to speak and be heard-and raise a loud 
voice against nny organization that bids men to deaden 
their minds. 

An extract from the writer's recent book 
The Nnked God published by Praeger, New York. 



11he Passionate Sceptic: Bert:.;and Russell 
by Adam Adil . 

"PHILOSOPHERS exist to ask qu~stions, not to got out of that spell by his . intense concern for logical 
answer them. The more unsolved problems they and clear-headed thinking. At the turr. of the cen· 

have on their hands, the better they are doing their tury, along with G.E. Moore, he was drawn towards 
job; so the gibes at tbem by the practical rit'en com- metaphysical and epistemological realism but with 
pletely mi~s the point. Though philosophy can claim the passage of yeius ·-he drifted from that too. .ije, 
no great advances in knowledge compared with .scien- along with Moore, ; was becoming more and more 
ces, the sciences. might never have got started with- interested in analysis, and found common links- -with 
out philosophy first awakening wonder. When the the Austrian philosopher Ludwig W~ttgenstein and 
scientists give answers often it is only because philoso- Rudolf Carnap. 
phers have asked."1 From this standpoint, Bertrand Russell emerged into greatness as one of the chief 
Russell is one of the greatest philosophers, for he has founders of th.~ "analytic: movement" in philosophy. 
been the leading questioner of our times. Ever since Although there have beeh other founders, especially 
be"could .. speak as a chilcl;.iU~ . .s~\Q,J.3..~J"tl'.lln~):ll;ls.~~ll . _G. E. Moore, Russell overshadowed them all by his 
began asking penetrating questions. In fact; three - vigorous· adv-ocacy of that School and-by his output of 
days after he was born, his mother: wrote-'~He lifts philosophical essays, which '~ far more tremend­
his head up and looks about in a very energetic way." ous than !:Pat of an.ybody else. ~ Although analy.s~ by 
He has sHU t'etained that energetic-look, and nothing its application of mathematics .and l_ogjq t<? philos.o,phy 
ftas passed for · almost a \vhole generation 'without his has by and large remained technical and · unintelli­
having noticed it and expressed opinion on it. -~He gible, it has wielded powerful influe_nce on mariy a 
was .a pa,:;sionate sceptic because he wanted to be ppilosophical movement of the twentieth century . . Yet 
a passionate believer; he questioned everything ·be- it . cannot be said that it has domin"ated the field of 
cause he craved for certain knowledge."2 He has ques- twentieth century philospppy: ... ·, ·· ·. '._ :,, . 
tioned about mathematics; religion · and philosophy, What are the~chief features of analytic philosophy, 
about politics, economics; war, education and sex, and which RusseH-for decades has been striving to popu­
never restdd till he got a satisfactory answer-and larise? Witl~ certain importiMlt qualifications, the 
many a time he did not get satisfactory answer. And chief features ·of analytic philosophy lay in its hosti­
like a true philosopher, he frankly admitted whenever lity to speculative, obscurely written and unintelli­
he failed to find an answer. For instance in 1927 gible metaphysics. It is, therefqre;· opposed to the 
he !lad written ""When men began to reason, they latter writings of Whitehead (such as- contained in 
tried to justify the inferences that they had drawn his Process and Reality and to SQ!Jle extent in The 
unthinkingly in earlier days. A great deal of bad Science And the Modern World},: to rh~ workS of 
philosophy and bad science resulted from this pro- Bergson and Husser as well as to easteni philosor·· hies, 
pensity. 'Great principles' such as the uniformity of such as those orTri'dia which deal with spiritua . and 
natute a~d the 'law of universal causation ' and so obscurely intcliectual experiences. The analyst philo­
on are attempts to b•olster up our belief that 'what has sophers, especially Russell, think that philosophy is 
often happened before will happen again, which is no way a rival of science, but is an intellectual acti· 
no better founded than the horse's belief that vou vity which helps in clarifying and advancing scientific 
will take the turning you usually take. It is not a'Ito- ideas. In th.,; field of moral philosophy, analytic move­
gether easy to see what is to replace these pseudo- ment has much less to_, contribu~ . . .§ut it is vitally 
principles 'in the practice of science; but perhaps the concerned in discovering the true: 1_11eiining or the real 
theory of Relativity gives us a glimpse of the kind of character. of what is described socially or philosophi­
things we may 'expect." But in his Human Knowledge: cally as . 'good' 'bad' 'right' or 'wrong'. Russell in one 
Its sqope .,and limits, published in 1948, he admitted of his latest works Human Society In Ethics and Poli­
that he .could not. find in anything, not even in the tics has endeavoured to fiodsome objective founda­
Theory of Relativity propounded by Einstein, what tion for ethical theory and has stated "Right desires 
could replace those "pseudo-princinles." It was a will be those that are capable of being cornpossible 
frank. admission qf. his' failure to discover a way to with as many other desires as possible." He has bor-
certam kno'Yledge ,and that his P,hilosophical beliefs rowed the word "compossible" from Leibnizt " .... . . 
were b:ased OQ i .the "horse-sense' or "animal faith" we may call two desires or impulses 'compossible' 
which pe ·had;denounced :previously. when both can be satisfied, and 'conflicting' when the 
• '!he unique,\cont,r~~u_tion o.f:..Russell to. the philoso- satisfaction of the one is incompatible with that of the 

phtqal · tho.ug~t ,of.this ~entury,lay in ~is application other" he states. "It is obvious that a world 
of ,mathemat1cs : an<~ .logw to philosophy. At first, he in which the aims of different individuals or groups 
came under the po\verful ·spell of Hegel, but soon he are compossible is likely to be happier than one in 

l Bertrand Russell: The PassioMte Sceptic, by Alan Wood; 
pag~ 13. 

" Ibid, page 14. 

which they are conflicting. It follo·ws that it should 
be part of a wise social system to encourage compos­
sible purposes, and discourage conflicting ones, by 
means of education nnd social system designed to this 
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end." This is 1nore or less an extens ion of his argu­
ment ili ''his . erinciples· of ,Social RccuiJ.sJru~ion m 
which he points out that creative impu lses are good 
because the pleasure they impart is not at the expense 
of that of any other; the possessin:. ixnpulses 'ate not 
good because they are satisfied at the expense of 
others; it follows also that possessivtc' ,:,-,lptllses are not 
creative impulses. Again, in Hwna ii Society, he tries 
to give a definition of .. reason". "Re:1~1.m has a perfectly 
clear and precise meaning," he sn y.·, , "It signifies the 
choice of right means to an end '.hat you wish to 
achieve. It has nothing·-wha:tevl?r to do with the 
choice of encJs. But opponents of reason do not 
realise this, and think that advocate~ of rationality 
want reason to dictate ends as well a~ means. They 
have no exi:mstdof !his vH.l\V in tho.; •Titings of rationa­
lists." This 'definition · of )"eason, J:owever, sounds 
strange in th-e :modem conlext, e~pecially ·when the 
present world ·is :moviilg-.towards two diametrically 

.. ~opposite and;:conflicting -ends:: .. one -democratic and 
othe:r ·t:otalitf~"f:i~it. _t.' - :1ii'Ues"S it,·is:'left to man'g J:eason 
to tlecid;ci ; wlucJf~-"' ' : 0 1 't!rtds ~s~ prefet!}Dle . for 
befu.['t?as~§al~¥· , .. .,. _ ~rig ?f hum~n htlR}.?i~ess 
and freedomHli·f:\v~la 'Would mvolve Itself mto an 
unprecedented disaster. · It is reason which decides to 
choose ·· £r~edoili1~~~.gafust-~ slavery, progressc .1 against · 
regress, den1bu~)f£_:i!,gliinst: "'totaJitarianism, ' p~cause 
these lead to l)tijl-uitr·happlness, and it is teas6n; i;tgain, 
(rather, comi;P'5h sense which is an ele~ent o~¥ef1son) 
~hich ?i<;~~fes #1.a.t h;l:lp_.einess is the end;rof -humanlife. 
'If I wisli·to·qavel bYlJlane to New_Yo1k, reason tells 
me" says Mt.~_ RtisS.e.ll "that it is beftt!'r to take a plane 
which · ~s g'?t!~Cg~stantinople. I suppose -that those 
who think rt1'"E~· !I1nffii1y rational, consider that I ought to 
become so ri.g:it-ated at the airport as to jump into the 
first plane _tl).a:t 'T...,~e, and when it lands me in Cons­
tantinople 1 ought ~to curse the people among whom I 
find ,myself for beiiig Turks and not Americans." This 
is all ' true. But is it not reason that tells Mr. Russell 
why to take a plane to New York and not to Constan­
tinople' at a particular time, that is, it determines the 
end? It is so obvious that in the _interest of a happy 
\vorld reason most didate not only the means but even 
the ends in the spher~ · uf human relations. 

The uniqueg~i~c<>f B~rtJ:l;lnd . Russell is that he is not 
merely ·~ pl~llifs'~p1~er; htif hlso.a l?old agitator on ·n~ornl 
and sop1al IS!;ues.:!i:agJtator ·who IS always preparec1 to 
su~er for his .convictioh~ .. . TO: be a l?l~ilos<?phei" ~s o!le 
thmg, he beheves, to be n: moral cntic and an mdJg­
nant citizen against an injustice is another. 

On the questions o(morality and the,_relation bet­
ween sexes, Russell is hliJ11tlY heterodox. · As a result 
he evoked .considerable oppositi<?n ii1 orthodox circles. 
He is <)})posed to conventional views of any kind. He 
tears old beliefs to smithereens, but-and this is un­
fortunate-he has given no positive beliefs which can 
recm~p the faith of the world. He is a great sceptic 
no doubt, but he is not a prophet. And here lies his 
weaki1ess as a philosopher and the defect of his philo­
sophy. He can demolish the old dilapidated world, 
but he cannot construct a new. 

Being a shrewd observer of things, Russell was pro­
bahly the first leftist intellectual to see danger and 
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even to denounce the Soviet H.ussi<1n experiment wiwn 
all other intellectuals ,of the world were waxing elo­
quent over what they considered the "new civilisa­
tion." 

He visited Soviet Russia as a member of an Unoffi­
cial.,Labour Delegation in 1920. The delegation arriv­
ed in Russia in great enthusiasm and it is said that 
when they first saw the Soviet flag on reaching the 
frontier, they spontaneously burst into song with the 
Internationale and The Red Fla~. 

But the delegation-particularly H.ussell- -were soon 
disappointed. Russell wrote "I was infinitely unhappy 
in that atmosphere . . .. One who believes, as I do, that 
the free intellect is the chief engine of human progress, 
cannot but be fundamentally opposed to Bolshevism. 
The hopes which inspire communism ai·e, in the main, 
as admirable as those instilled by the Sermon on the 
Mount, but they· are held as fanatically and are as 
likely to do . . ; .much harm."·· 

Immediately ,a,ftei ·his-,return d wm· ·Russia ,· -Russell · · 
·wrote· the Prarct:ice.and Theory of Bolslwvl.\-m_. ·-In that 
book, which ~s still today .as , topical as . it · ;oJas then, 
·llussell pointed ·<>Ut that .·the British Socialists were 
wron~ in thinking .that the 7'dictatorship of the prok 
tiuiat' was · merely a new . forO! of representative 
government. He made it clear that "dictatorship" 
meant · 'klictatorship" whereas the word "proletariat" 
was ,used "in a Pickwickian sense" and actually meant 
the Communist Party or clique. · 

Russell is a philosopher who is abundantly gifted 
with a very high sense of humour. He would enjoy a 
joke even at his own expense. His retorts are as 
devastating as ther are well-known. \Vhenever he 
faced hostile socia opinion, and suffered due to his 
convictions, as well as when he was in financial dis~ 
tress or out of job; it was his sense of humour that 
kept hiln in good spirits. He would sometimes take 
an illogical position in relation with others, which 
would almost verge on personal Yendetta on his part; 
one instance of this is his later di_slikc for Profess'or C. 
E. M. Joad when this eminent philosopher came to be 
described by certain British papers as "Britain's lead-
ing philosopher." . . . 

Whatever mav be Bussell s defects, or those of Jus 
philosophy, it is certain that his contribution to the 
development of modern thought is outstanding. Prill­
cip,iti. Mathematicia, which he wrote in collaboration 
with \Vhitehead is accepted on all hands as one of the 
supreme achievements of human mind. (And it is said 
that ·no ' more than 20 people in the world have read 
it right_ through!) . . 

His present cancern is to prevent an atomiC war. 
Early in July 1955, at the ag~ of eighty-three, he called 
a press' conference in London·, and with the suprort 
of many Nobel Prize \Vinners of the world, ratsed 
his powerful voice against the production of. hydrogen 
bomb and other nuclear weapons. Only s1x montr1s 
earlier on the . same. question he said in a telev.ision 
broadcast: . "I 'appeal as a human being to human 
beings. Remember your humanity, and forget the 
rest. If you can do so the way lies open to a new 
paradise; if you cannot, nothing lies before you but 
universal death." 



I. C. ·c. F. Conference: A. _ Rep·o~it 
by A Correspondent · 

AN Exhibit:on of paintings and photographs . and 
. two ~seminars were the distinguishing fe~nu:es of 

the fourth • Conference of ·. the Indian Committee f<n' 
Cultural Freedom held in Patna ori December 14 ·and 
15, under the presidentship of · Mrs. Rukmh1idevi 
Arundale. 

The Ex.hibition of paintings and photographs was 
held on December 13 and 14 at the Wheeler Senate 
Hall of tha Patna University. Durii;Ig the two days 
that it was o_pen from 10 in the morning till 8 in -the 
evening it di:ew _ eage1~ crowds o( ·_stude;nts · apd ' R~}ler 
citizens of Patna who hig~lY' appreCiated the-_'rare 
oppo~t~J;lj~Y ~~fl-~ , ~Ef:X,,J:.lad g~t ?f v,i~wing s_ome of the 
best pa_m~g~ ana photographs. ' ' • .. . . ' 
. Th~ liP'ger coll~cgqifo£ i?ll:~tings, i,ri the Exhibition 

was of Mr. Gopru Ghosp, who . had _sent II),any of his 
·1¥-ight and. beautiful -.la!l~scapes.; Otper .paint~rs, re­
presented m the Exhibition were Mr. K. K. H_ebbar, 
Mr. Ara, Mr. BadriNarayan)'Mr. Almelkar, Mr/ Shivax 
Chavda ahd ·Mr.• Hdli]i Patel. Th~ ,Ph?tcrgraphs were 
by ~r. Sunil J ~mih; ·?ne ·?f. ;the best -ph"~tograpne!s' df 
India. ·It -WaS a -fine selecf!on of ·over siXty· -photogta• 
phs which gave a picturesque view of the · various 
facets of I11dian life and people. · · . 

"The Democratic Alternative" was the topic dis­
cussed at the first Seminar which was held for a whole 

· day on Saturday the 13th. Prof. Narmadeshwar Prasad 
of the Patna University presided over the Seminar 
and prominent amongst the participants were Mr. 
Jayaprakash Narayan, Mr. M. R. Masani, Prof. V. K. N. 
Menon, Mr. M. P. Mishra, Prof. Rajkrishna and Prof. 
Amlan Datta. 

The diS{:ussion took place on the basis of a ninety­
page thesis specially-written for the Semin~· by Miss 
Devaki Sreenivasan. The discussion centred around 
the various aspects of Liberalism and Gandhism and 
how to synthesise one with the other. There was 
also some. discussion about Gram dan and the institu­
tional patf¢rns and land relations that should ' develop 
in Gramdal): 'villages. One point that was particularly 
emphasised in the Seminar was the growing danger 
of the Statist tendency. · · 

The other Seminar took place oh Sunday morning. 
Thfi topic . for : discussion was "the Integration of the 
Tribal People in Indian Society." Three papers had 
been prepared fot the Seminar: the ~rst one by Prof. 
Narmadeshwa,r, ·:Prasad of the Patna University, the 
~eQOI}d ;01,1~ Jby P.r;:, .L. N. Chapekar of Bombay and the 
last. one, : by.}l'fr.;: R.QYi iB_uw~n .of Calcutta. 

J!I.r .. B. S. -G.~f:!-, ,D4;ept_or, of th~ Bihar Trib~~ Welfare 
Institute, pre~Ide.d ov~r the Seminar and his was the 
mos~•outstan'diiig cotH±'ib.ution 'to•. the discussion. With 
his 'lorig association . with and . experience of work 
amop,gst tribal peoples of Assam and Bihar he made 
a powerful plea fo~ ·· a psy_chological_ id~ntification bas­
ed · on proper understandmg of therr hfe and culture. 
Prominent amongst others who participated in the 

'.! ' ! ' 

~eiliir,:tar w~1:eMl'. ,Jayttpraka,sn .Nai·ayan, ,Mrs. Rukmi­
niqeV.i' Arundalt~,· Mt' Naba:kishoie Das, M1'.Ziauddin 
A-rmed, Mr: . ~- ·B. c;~Widr~ ~Il~ .Father Xace. . · 

The . inaugural, s~s~io~ .. of · ~hi¢, , CoJ7.fer~nce, . \va~ , held 
()~1 Satu_rpay afternq~Q, ! a~ ' tli~; ,4~11 of Bih,_~f . Cb.~mber 
of Commerce. The sesswn was largeLy attend0d. by 
deleg~te~; m~~bers of the ·Reception :qommittee · ~nd 
promment c1tizens. , Mr. R K. Desa1 . of the Bihar 
State _Fihail<#l ~rJ?.ohitiCii{"Welcom~:ki the delegates 
on b~halfof 'the Rectfpti6frCommittee, Mts~ Rukmini­
~evi Arundhle, th~ Pre~jg:~nt of ftte Q()~fer~r,:tce, .!~~1,1 . 
delivered her presidenhal.,.address. . ' · · 

In the course of hef presidential address Mrs. Arun­
dale m~de a powerfiilplet(foro!JA' :."perf~ct balance :bet­
ween head and heart."· She :~al8i;,;'The power of the 
intellect is so great that one--almost :trembles in anti­
cipation ofcwhat may come, out 'of"·it,,, ·In -both good 
and evil intellect can be a common factor, but the 
one,single' factor that transmutes _tth~ world .from e.vil 
to, .good 1s .. the power of · the · h~art; ( If 1Wei c_an develop 
the li~I;nan being a~ w~, ,ha:ve .;de~elo~~ sc!ence, we 
can·.nse to · great .tJ,eights 'Of beautifullj\:'Ulg. · 

Mrs. Arundale deprecated the use of art. for politics 
or political pvrposes. She said: . "The attempt to use 
art for creating differences is indeed a tragedy. When 
politicians try to use art, they do not use it, they des­
troy it, for the spirit of the_ c~;eati~ artist cannot be 
used." Emphasising -the vital necessity of cultural 
freedom, she said: "'Vhen art is c~eated to order, it 
becomes like a machine-made article." Mrs. Arundale's 
was an inspiring address and it was heard with rapt 
attention. 

The General Meeting of the Indian Committee for 
Cultural Freedom was held on Sunday afternoon. Mrs. 
Rukminidevi Arundale was in the Chair. Delegates 
who attended the Meeting had come from Madras, 
Bombay, De.llii and Calcutta.> · Some :delegates had 
come from Orissa and Andhra. , Tl.lefe were also a 
number of delegates fri?tn Patna. ,. _, . 

The Meeting adopted· the report and the audited 
statement of accounts. It sanctioned the new arrange­
ment proposed for Quest, the bi-monthly journal spon­
sored by the Committee according to which the jour­
nal will be converted into a quarterly of criticism and 
constructive thought and the editorial responsibility 
will be entrusted to· .Mr. 'Abu Syed Ayyub and Prof. 
Amlan Datta, both of Calcutta, as Joint Editors. The 
journal will, however, continue to be published .from 
Bombay. The Meeting placed on record its high 
appreciation of the selfless services rendered to the 
jol,ll'nal by the retiring Editor, Mr. Nissim Ezekiel. 

The Meeting also adopted a plan of action. Apart 
from vigorous attempts to enlarge membership and 
establish new local groups and activise old groups, 
the Committee will set up four study groups. The 
first group consisting of Mr. Purshottam Tricumd~, 
Mr. M.P. Mishra, M.P., and Prof. V. K. N. Menon Will 
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collect h_1formation ab,p~ laws ~nd procP.dures which A .,MEETING ,WITH DJILAS' WIFE-Contd. from page 2 
are repu~n~~t[liP )Se~-~e{~ect axid hum~~ dfgD;ity ;;: The : . · :' '· ··· .·· > :· 
second grou!), ofW,hteh Mr. R. K. Desai was app·omted "My husband had his political ideas," ~he fold me. "I 
the Convenor, Will study iil)port restr~ctions on the don't~know about politics. I know only that he is my 
enti:y of books and periodicals and photographic .and · husband." · 
other materials required by artists. The third group She has been able to keep her job in a bank. As I 
whicl~ .. will . wo~k .und~r Pte: ,g~idance. pf. Mr. Jayapra- loeked arqund . it was clear that it wa[ .a struggle to 
kas\i NaraY.:;tp: '~U~ ~(4~v ;th~ ·.~h~titJ.ttioi\al,'pll;ttenis ~nd. keep .. the hous~l,.old. .g·"I·n.·g. . I asked ~abou.t ·Alexe1' an· d 
hin(:l r relatibns t .. o' b. e ... 1 

·a¢vel.b'p'e.·.a . .. in.· c .. ramaan 'villa. g'es.·. "'P " 
• , 1 1 • 1 'il ; how he,f.ared at school. .Fine, she said, except for one 

Th~ l~t .. gi-pl-Jp, .;WW}~u'eXJ th,eN}99!ein! of :State patron- or two incidents; · When he haGLtold the children. that 
age to , art~ and hterature . an Its e"'e.ct on the free- h' f h · ·· · · doili ''; 'f'artiS!:;{i al:id ,n ~,'titetl '' · Ie ·wa:tai~o decided to 1~ · at .er; .was gomg .to buy. him a)ncycle, they had 
m~dei1~ke11~ . st{idy;'pf':deJt:!Jt>]2iheil6 ' w Keraia .und«N said:" . . . . . . . .. .. . · 
the co~ir}rtnist'r~tdme. ;' ., :\ ' '; \ . ' '·;· ' ·.. • . ; b~ourl f?~'thelr IS .!n jail. . How c~v}e·:huy Y?U. a 

·· · · · · · . ... . , .. ~ r·· ·'' . · · · · h · '· nf· " · . wyc e · A exe1 s answer was · 1v1V father 1s m 
.. M~s~. :;l;~es ,J"'1Sl),mg .Ji·H.9C.~/i.~.it~Ho.l! , e,;: Co . . I:}J:I:}p.pe :w~I~ · jail.· fotfreedom."~ . . ' •.···· ·. · ·. 
rec;:ei;\~JX~. ! al)10J1gstc..<;>m.,e1:~ .• fr<?iQ}df¥JF. Uenn1S_. P,e , :aouge .. . . , . ;o . . . . . , " • • . . 

mont, t4!1·cG~winl}.a* .J9f th.e .CQ,n. t~;_tess fo. r Qt,Il~r. a~ Free.-, . D .. plas get.s}·H· ~ sam. e . treat~ent as oth,.er . pnsoners. 
dom, Mr. GhorayeR; $~1.~1id~; East ,rem~ntathr.e_ .. Ji~ . ~~ .. ~~~o~e~ .•. JQ ~~.e h!s family one~. ~ ltionth, wriJ.G 
of , ,tl~e <:;qngr~:;~, t11;(i, 1 JeP~1 ,.So~!'P~~tee for <:;ultural an~ rece~~ one}etter a n;o~t~, get .0~~ i?arcel, .a ~m:th. 
F:r~qQffi.l~~dtSi_f;Jp~~~!.·~t4~~~, 1behalf .. o( thE( Aus- :\~though m sohtary,, h~J.s .. I~. ~?.99.: ~l?~~.ll:J.~, : ;l?,t,It 1t 1s .a 
tr.ahan Assocri.atfq~~.i'~;\t2MJ.tural Freedom. · · Jail,,. ~~d .~rewskft !vfi(:t,?.Vte~ ·WI~~:q ~s, a .?91{1 , ()pe, . ~nd 

The' Meefitrg 'flie1f:;el~ed an Executive Committee t~~ t'Y~t~r }~on~h~,, ~~~e }~~P,~~ed ~n h~s ~~~elopmg 
.. . t' · ·· £' th.J '"f' Lti ·· •· > .. M R km . . 'd . A al'thn. tis and rheum~tlc P. ams. To help agamst the cons1S mg o '. c:: • v owmg'!' •' rs. u nn · eVl run- ld · 1..:!~ · :. ··if· ., l~ 'tt' d h.' ' '· · · '· :.- 1 11 

dale, ·M:r. · S!fiilpt1~1irtand/Mr. }iiyapral<ash' Narayan, co '1~ w e ;Ku\ e · •. nn .~ 'Ypo P~ . over .. 
Mr. Bhakta'Va~s:Ullr:Q';;' Mr. M." R. Mas~i.,.. :Ml:;, Asoka . . Ht:~s n~'Y! permitted a · daily walkiJ.l the pnso.1! yard, 
Meht::.i:}'Mf.: Jfi: ... < wgli;,,Mf. Ericda CC?s'ta,;::Mr.· L~., tq get :a.pit:;Qtthe sQO. ~ro:m othm:-SOUJ,"~S I learned 
lnanshastfi,,: .J , ~i:f.;~ ~ro$-gh, :PrdfJ ·N .,•·)K:. ·N ! that , he 1h~d ; l:l$:k~d, Jor ajis~ of ,boo:k& .t<:> read, but no 
Menon, Pt(j ., : . m1an ... Datf!t;"'"~:Pmf.~·.Narn .. 1ad~shwar ho.oks . fr~m·~.utside .have, bee~ allowe? lli~. · ' He was 
Prasad, Mr)~. P .. M~~ra and ~lE'"lt 'K\pesai. The told he could· r~ad the bqoks :m.the p~1son library-the 
newly ele~ed ' E:xt)q!l. tj.:V~.·.<~~. mm~~tee~: ~hl~h ht:lld .. ~ts dreary, dogm. abc books .by .Commumst ha.cks that he 
£rst meeting ;.Iater/,m ;.the- .mght'eo~dJMr.· l?hil1p has already read too well .. 
Spratt, Mr. J:· J;3 •. :fkWadia 'and Mr. V. ,B;JGarnik' as · His wife told me that Djila's mother, with a bad 
members arid· ~~~~tJJ~- lat:t~J, .. two - ·as Hon. heart, did not know of the new trial and she was afrai<l 
Secretaries. ,:t' i~.~ ··· · . · ··· · ·· . . :: · to tell her. 

The last ftiriOOon. of ;the Conference ,W5 -a public A big question at 'the trial was how The New Class 
meeting held at the hall of the Bihar Chamber of got out of the country and into the hands of its Arne­
Commerce on Sunday ,eJiening.. · M~s. Rukminidevi rican publisher, Frederick Praeger. In a city full of 
Anlndale presid,ed, ,: 3.;P.~L ~P,~ec.?e~. wei:e deliverd by rumours one hears (I don't know how authentically) 
.Mr. M. R. M.as~ni, Mr:)~lf .- J;':1 •MI~hra ,~nd Mr. Jaya- that when Djilas was arrested ·his housti was searched 
prakash ,Narayan. N!r. k4aS,anig~yean. account, of the and two copies of the manuscripts were confiscated, 
work done. by tlie.Indiaii. Cmnmittee ·and by the intei·- bnt that there was a third somewhere. 'Mrs. Djibs 
national organisatic,m, · the .. Cqngre~~. ~fqr:;:~f;ult~ral Fre.e- will not talk of this subject. 
dom: Mr. M~~-::<!ellli;With~ tl)e"'d'anger tO'freedom At present Djilas is working on. a "non-political" 
and democracy ·r~J?r~~J.lt~:~:l>itP~~ternatiqnal.c_gJ11c hook, about one of tl).e . gx:eat. Monten(:lgJ;i,n prince­
muriist movement :ai1~1i)rged. ·.llie. ,J?e.pess~ty of vigc:>rous bishops ,who was a chainpio~ .of' his peqple's freedom. 
activities for the defe:r,lee:of. fhe values. of ,free, society. But there . is another book of his, finished" .before he 
Mr. Jayaprakash . Nar~.yai?- <;{lH¢.~. ' at~ei}tign , .. to the went to prison, which tells the story of · hjs life and 
dilemma before the ciyilised W.~odg~posedJ>y ·tlle con- of, 1VJ9nenegro between . two, wars. , 
flicting claims ·of indi}ddiiali~m ~nd · co~ectivism. He 'It was submitted to a · Belgrade publisher first but 
e::q>ressed :himselHn fav~urof .. iil,div&d.ua}ism,· but urged the• maD'!lScripts . returned . with . the< •curt comment that 
the necessity of reforrtring:lmd·c"h~ngfhg lthe individual. it was.·"belo\V tfte liter.ary• · Standatd~' !which. ·the firm 
This, ~e s'aid; would be :d 'huinan irevolution; the great- set for: its books. It will~ oe· publisHedl· l ·gather, by 
est revolution 'to• be ' experienced by··human society. Harcourt ·Brace ' in New 'Yo'rk. · I sl!wia letter quoting 
In :her . coti<fltiding reinru:ks th;e · Puisidenh Mrs; Ruk- the publ~sher's teader\a•s · s'ayiiig 'tlia:t · it ,'\Jas ''tre most 
rniniQ.~vi ··xtundale:· spo)<:e al;>dl.ft:highet· human values btia'utifltl bpok tha:t has ;beer\\vritten il)' the lariguag ;." 
and pli:lad~a 'foe theW acceptlli\de 'and ·vigorOttS ass·er- As. ':i . said gdodbye, . 1Alexei Clol,me' witi:i' his . mother to 
tion. She 1also thanked the· Rfbception .Cdmmittee 'for tl~edoor: c"I kii,QyV~nglish,':,·pe ; s;:H,d'. , "One', two, three, 
the Jlrrangements ma'de for the' Conferehce and. the fo~.u:, five::. I remarked on , how. .:alive his face was. 
students and ' c;:itizens 'of Pa'tha fofi · their help ·and ''He i~ like IPY pus band," said Mrs. Djilas, "oniy he is 
co-opera.tion. . · · blond and :i)ly husband is d8;rk. "Mjlovan," she added, 
I>a:tn~, December 15, 1957. "is a very handsome man". 
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Reciew .. 
Russia Revisited 

By Louis Frscher, Published by Jonathan Cape, 30 Bed­
ford Sql,lare, London; l,'p., 260; price: 25 sh. 

peaiVCillj.J.ntries gave rise to the twin urges for national 
in4~pen~ence ;a!ld , p~rs?n!ll freedom and the post­
Stahh history of East European commur.ism bristles 
'":ith d~ngerous symptoms which point up the popular 
disilll\SlOnment about the communist myth and por­
tend ·the consequent disintegration of the Soviet mono­
lith in East Europe. The general picture in East 
Europeap countries, in coqtradistincqpn to ,R:u.~sian 
scene, is of popular iinrest.,...from · its · · a;rticulat~ 

MR. . FISCHER c<'llls this book Russia Revisited, and point~d form in Poland to Jh~ latent:~!:Lstllrited 
put its scope is not limited to Hussia as the title form in Albar-ia. Fischer surv'eys th~ scene ilnpres­

would suggest. The first part of the book records sion,is,tically and concludes on a note of subdued:opti­
Fischer's impressions of his twenty days' visit to post- misni. He sees So\riet c.ominunism disintegrating and 

, Stalin Russie and the later half surveys graphically the the; Moscow monolith ,cru.mbling in East Europe. The 
situ!ltion . in East European Satellites, especially in post-Stalin developn~ents m.,ancJ, outside Russia have 
Poland and Hungary. r. ~ wea~en,ed Soviet Co'@llunisnL beyond the hope of 

··Fischer visited Russia,.last ·year , (tile· .dat.e has.·not- , .. stagmg:J~.~r~p.ov,ery and the .wo~.;~d is .kft to ~itn~s tlw 
been mentioned anywhere in the book) sometime death agomes of the communist myth. Mr. Fischer 
after tl\¢ ,Pqznan uprising and before the Hungarian has tried'to reconstructthis hum~n drama as it unfold­
Revolutio:J;V •t H;e is very friendly and sympathetically ed itselfdh Poland and Hungary last year and has 
nispos~a tbw~rds th~ Russian people many .among em~entlysucc~ede~ in .. bringing out the J:>~ic impli­
~hofp \Ve;~ If~_ old fne~ds. Naturally, the mam p~- cations ;?,n~erlymg It. Freedo~ rn~st wm he . con­
rvse of his viSit to Russia was to study the prevailing eludes, 1t IS only a matter of trme. But how ·long 
mood of the people and the changes in the political will it be depends on the outcome of this fascinating 
climate reflected in their mood. The political climate struggle 1 between the basic urge .of the people for 
1after the 2Dth Congress he finds surprisingly free from decent and dignified existence as human beings and 
the fear of the ubiquitous state apparatus even though the ~totalitarian .s~stem .. ~h~sh ~efii~s them that very 
the state machinery itself remains more or less intact. basic human pnvilege.- .... · ·· · · · ~·· . 
Material condition of the people has not changed, but · ·""""· ... · 
the politica~ climate is vastly different. Now the peo-

B. K. DEsAI 

ple are free to meet foreigners and discuss with them, 
though in private, all sorts of topics. But nobody is 

• quite sure how long this relaxation would last and how 
far one could stretch the limits of his freedom. There is 
no change in the system, but those at the helm of 
affairs feel it unnecessary to exercise their all-embrac­
ing power over the obedient population. The people, 
therefore, though relaxed in their mood still are wary 
of ~xceeding the limits set by the state and are just 
not willing to take tll.e risks of freedom. This is be­
cause tl1e four decades of Soviet rule have succeeded 
in striking terror in tlw hearts of the people at the mere 
thought of revolt. The regime has succeeded in crea-

~ ting a do¢ile ,po.pulation and making the people obedi­
e~t puppit~ a!. large. The four . decades of party 
chctatorship have. embraced their 'life so thoroughly 
and CQmpletely · that they simply shudder at the 
thought of the consequent vacuum and chaos in their 

;.~ ;life if t?e infallible p~rty ceases to guide their-destll?Y~ · 
.' There IS, therefore, little popular pressure for change 
in the system and, if the system changes at all tlie 
change will be brought about by th~ pressure from 
above or by the violent struggle for power in the upper 
party echelon. .. This is the depressing impression Mr. 
Fischer brings 'back from his visit to Russia. 
~ut if· the people in post-Stalin Russia are left i'n a 

convalescent mood the attempt at de-Stalinisation in 
some of the East European countries only whetted tl1e 
people's urge for freedom and induced in them the 
spirit of defiance which burst out in the form of 
national communism in Poland and exploded in Hun-

' gary when Russian tanks tried to suppress it. The 
blind imposition of Soviet Communism on East Euro-

Mr. Cli~hdhury Dhara Singh, President, Indian 
National· Dock Workers Federation and the editor of 
Weekly [\e,rala; i\.(ail spoke on the "Situation in Kerala," 
on Friday,' 'December 6. :r...fr. Adam Adil was in the 
Chair. 

s~ '.Ytru,igtAsian .Artists ' Exhibition 
··Wr-:. "',i~ - - ·:.:, '<:_<;~·~ - -l~ ~ ·. - • __ ,_~- - ' . 

Two Bombay. Pl:!Inters, Mr. V. S. Gaitonde and Mr. 
R. V. Sayant,. w.on awards at Young Asian Artists 
Exhibition H~l<l ili Tokyo from 12th to 17th Novem­
ber. The-Exhibition was organisBd-by the Japan Com­
mittee for Cultural ]i'reedom. 

Mr. V. S. Gaitonde won one of the Fleischm~ 
awards of 100,000 4Yen~' while Mr. R. V. Savant won 
one of the Stralem prizes. The prize awarded to Mr. 
Savant is of 100,000 yen. · 

The $1500 Grand Prize was awarded to the young 
Japanese painter, Josaku Maeda. The Grand Prize, 
which is in tl1e form of a scholarship for study in 
Paris is granted by the International Congress for 
Cultural Freedom. 

Altogether 441 exhibits were received from Burma, 
Ceylon, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Pakistan, Philippines and Thailand. Of these 90 were 
from Japan and 87 from India . 
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With Voices 
I 

. "The deep 
Moans round With many voices. Come, my friendS, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." 

The Plan, Sir, God willing, provided the Communist 
Party does not gain any ascendancy in the economy 
than what they have today, will be achieved ....... . 

-Finance Minister T. T. Krishnamachari, 
-:l · Free· Press Journal, December 14. 

/communism helps . ~n ~y ~nterpretation ; of history 
and hence it often fascinates· me.' · · ' 

-Prime M~nist~f1Nehru, Sunday Chronicle, 
•. ··. December 15. 

_ The BhoQdan or -Gtamdan..experiment ,conducted. by 
Acharya Bhave is the real socialism which India could 
practice and also demonstrate before the world. · 

-Mr. Shriman Narayan,: A.I.C.C. Economic Review, 
December 15. 

/ If Sarvodaya as it is, is found to suit the IJ;idian 
conditions and yiel~ best results, it is nothing , but 

~=:;:, a£~~~~-'~ '~i~: ~~e may not like t~ call it 

-"Kranti", Monthly New-.-Age, December 1957. 

I refuse to be hanged ·;hecaU.se of my "mis-deeds" 
until such time as my honourable (communist) mem­
bers opposite take charge of this government, in which 
case I have be~n assllied by my communist friends 
that they will probably swing me first. · · 

-Finance Minister T. T. Krishnamachari, 
'·Hindustan Times, November 29. 

The economic con~equ~nces of Mr. Krishna Menon 
need now be taken into consideration. 

-The Eastern Economist, November 29. 

In Asia politics is food and food is politics. 
-Mr. M. A. deSilva, New Leader, ,~ovember ll. 

'to the Editor, 
FREEDOM FIRST, 
C/o Democratic Research Service; 
l£7, Mahatma Gandhi Road, . . 
Bombay l. 

Please e.nrol me as a subscriber to FREEDOM FIRST. 

1 remit the annual subscription of Rs. 31 Rs. 2 for 
members of the Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom. 

N~: ..•••.••................ • ................. 

Address: ••• • •••• • • • • •••• • ••••• •• ••••••••••• 0 • , • •• 

Signature 

------- --------- -- · ·- · - - ---- -·----- --- -------------~ -

-Tennywn. 

But today, at least in the country, the communistd 
have become very very respectable! · ~ 

-Mr. Tridib Choudhury, M.P • Thoughtl ' 
, . . . . D~emb~ 14. ·l 
The Second Plan Frame was an imperfect essay of l 

au imaginative person in projecting his isleas into th~.~ 
future without being bound by mundane considera­
tions such as shortage of finance, man power and 
resources. 
-Finance Minister T. T. Krishnamachari Free Preis 

· ··· ····-·_,.,.... . ··· .. ·· ... Journal~ December lf •. ~ 
. ·'¥' -::1''-tA_> _t .. ' 

Breathes there a Congressman who fears tHe Cm :l<i. 
gress President? He would .be a bold man who answe~. 
jn the affirmative. •i•l 

-"Junius", Swarajya, Decem_ber 2f : 
' . - ~ 

. The experi~{mt .with ~arliamentary democracy ha_f 
completely failed m India. .. . f 
· -Jayaprakash Narayan, Hindustan Times~; 

December 18: ~. 

Communalism and communism are the two face~ · 
of the same sociological and political phenomenoq~ 
The two facets are inextricably joined to each oth~f:-. 

-Mr. Shriman Narayan, AICC Econmi ·, 
· Review, December l:'J!-

Though nobody knows for how lorig, it is no-y 
Noon's day in Pakistan which is, of course, not to say­
that it is Pakistan's non-day! •· 

-"Junius", Swaratya, De&mber! 2L 
• 

I. C. C. F. NEWS 

A three-day Seminar on "Educatio~ ·•for pemocracy':; 
was held in Bangalore on 22, 23 and 24 December! 
Mr. S. Nijalingappa the Chief Minister of Mysore; 
inaugurated the Seminar. Prominent amongst thos~ · 
who participated in the Seminar were Mr. V. Ven~i( 
tappa, Minister for Education; Mr. P. L. Sastry, M.A , 
M.L.c., Prof. M. V. Krishna Rao, Prof. C. V. Sriniva~ 
Murthy, Prof. Venkateshachar, Rev. I. L. Thoma,~ 
Mr. A. N. Krislma Rao, Mr. Philip Spratt and Mr. M 
A. Venkata Rao; The ~eminar was held at the H~ lfu 
of Kannada Sah1tya Panshat. · . · • : 

* * * 
Under the auspices of the Asian Office of the Co~j 

gress for Cultural Freedom, Mr. Jayaprakash Naraya1; 
addressed a public meeting in New Delhi on Decer 
ber 17 on the prospects of parliamentary democra-
in India. · 

~ted. printed & publish<>d. for the Democratic Research Service by V. B. KARNIK at The Kancdg PT'GSS, 109 Pars! Baz:~r Stn·• 
Bombay 1. 
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