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The Party or the
People?
bv V. B. Karnik

IIIFFERENCES and disputes between the organisa-r-t tional and the parliamentary rvings of the
Indian National Congress have noiv become a com-
m-onplace affair. Every day newspapers publish reports
of a dispute in this or that-State or of the efiorls to
patch it up. Ordinarily these internal disputes in the
party need not haye concerned others. But the Con-
gress Party holds buch a preeminent position in the
country that even internal quarrels amongst its memb-
ers have a vital bearing upon its interes_ts and, rnore
particularly, upon the grorvth of democratic institu-
tions and conventions. This gives those quarrels a
much broader significance and the way in which they
are tackled.becomes a rnatter of national importance.

I_n most cases the quarrels involve no issues of prin-
ciple or programme. They usual?y relirte to questions
of pou'er and patronage. Those rvho are in c}arge of
the organisational rving find to their cliscornffture that,
rvhile they had some importance during the days of
the elections, after the elections and the formation of
the tr4inistry, all pou'er and patronage get concentrated
in the hands of Ministers and they lose all their import-
ance. Human nature being rvhat it is, it is difficult for
them to reconcile therrselves to that position. In addi-
tion. there are alu'ays groups and cliques in a State.
There is a virrietv of loc:rl irnrl scction:rl interests. A
Chief \,linister citr.trtot satisfy rrll their claims. Dissatis-
faction ancl discontent develop ancl they cirn easily
asstune the form of a clispute behl'een the organisa-
tional ancl the parliamentary s'ings and create a crisis
for a N4inistry.

In Uttnl Pradc.sh tlre o'isis appeared ir.r its classest
form. A person dislikecl by the parliamentary u'ing
u'as electecl ther President of the Prade.sh Congrcrss
Committee. The Chief Nlinistcr, Dr. Sanrpurnanand
had earlier n-racle the election rr prestige issrre ancl had
declared that bc rvould regard the ek'c'tion of \h'. C. B.
Gupt:r as a vote of no-conffdence in hirn. Therc \\'As lro
rcitsol) s-l,r' f)r'. Sanrpurnirr-vintl slroulcl havc lrdol-rted
thlrt P,rsiti,rn. Il u lrs ir,rl Pr',,11,'r' fol lrirn trr rlic'latc to
thc olqanisltionll rving ls it s'orrld bt' u'rtu.tg frlr thc
organisational rvir.rg to <lic'tate to the parliamentrrry
rlinq. Tn tlrc r-nrl. the rlir'trrtiorr,rf thc olqltttisrrtiorntl

rving prevailed and Dr. Sarnpurnanand lrad to make
room for Mr. C. B. Gupta as the Chief Minister.

The dictation of the organisational wing prevailed
tlrrough the instrumentality of the Congress High
Cornmand. The Congress High Comrnand decided
that Dr. Sampurnanand should go and Mr. C.B. Gupta
should take his place. This decision was thmst upon
the unwilling Congress Parliamentary Party of the
State. The Parliamentary Party wanted Dr. Sampurn-
anand to continue as the Chief lvlinister. When he did
not agree, a large majority of its members decided to
elect to the post another serrior N4inister. It was not,
horvever, allorved that freedom. It was compelled to
choose Mr. C. B. Gupta as the High Command had
decided to give him the place of Dr. Sampurnanand.

To any dispassionate observer this would appear to
be a gross violation of all democratic principles and
practices. In a parliarnentaly democlacy it is the per-
sons selected by the people who should have the ffnal
voice regarding the leadership and the composition
of the Ministry. They represent the people far better
than the mernbers of a party committeg. They are elect-
ed by the people as a rvhole rvhile a party committee
is elected only by the members of the party who
usually form a small percentage of the population. If
it is a people's govelnment that is airned at, the elected
representatives of the people should rirnk higher than
the officials of a party. If the lirtter are allorved to
dictate to the former, the ultimate result rvill be the
rule of a party in opposition to the rule of the people.

The choice that the Indiirn National Congress has to
face is the choice between the party and the neople.
What will be the aim of its policy-to assert a^rd main-
tain the primacy of the party machine or to help the
people nrle tlremselr.'es through their electecl lepresen-
tatives? There u'irs a tir.ue rvhen tlre people as a s'hole
t'ere ider-rtifiecl u'ith tlre Congress. Tlrat t'as tluring
the days of the natior.ral struggle u'hen the people's
rvill rvas being expressed through that organisation.
Thc situr-rtiorr nnclerrvent a radical change after the
attainment of national indepenclence and the estab-
lishrnent of a democratic govertrment. A Parliament
and State Assemblies elected on the basis of adult
francbise rvere established as the organs of the people's
rvill. Thc Cqr.rgrcss ltrrcl tlrcn to take n btrck seitt as one
of the political ptrties in tlte countr;' thouglr, rtrl doubt,
thc', most numerolrs an<l infrtcntiitl :rnrongst them. The
berst irn<l m<>st tirlc'ntccl rllongst tltr: (Jongrcss lt'aders
enterecl Parlianrent iintl St'ate r\sstrrrrblies itrrtl Ilcrgart
to futtctiotr tLrotrglr tltctrr tatirti ilr.rrr Ilrtotrglr llrt 1;itl'tv
r-llganisirtiort. Thr: pallirttrrctrlrllv rr-itt( ltc'atr trt gain
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f fllen Roy

wiil:'.lJ5 ;"ffi ffi HT.f :"' t,Y i:. J'i:l.l "J
lsth December at her residence in Dehra Dun' The
circumstances surrounding her violeut death are still
shrouded in mystery. A person or persons entered her
house after eleven in th-e night arid murdered her irl
cold blood after putting a gag in hel mouth and a

lvrap over her eyes. An attempt was also made to set
the house on fire. These facts 

-raise the suspicion that
the murder was not an act of a tnere thief or robber.
It is known that Mrs. Roy had the suspicion that the
fires which took place in the office of the,Survey of
India in Dehra Dun rvhich resulted in the destruction
of some valuable maps of the Himalayan border areas
were not accidental,- that she had comrnunicated her
suspicion to the Government of India and had sug-
gesied a searching inquiry into the affair. One wonders
if this had anything to do with the henious act. It
is alleged thaf the murder was politically motivated.
In vie* of this allegation and in view of the mysterious
circumstrtnces surrounding the crime, it is to be hoped
that the Governrnent will take special pains to trace
the ofiender and to bring him to iustice.
- . N{rs: Ellen Roy was born and brought up in Ger-
many and France. She r'r'as an American citizen by
birth as she was the daughter of an Arnerican official
in 'the United States Embassy in Berlin. She had,
however, no opportunity to visit the States until late
in her life. The-visit that she paid in late 'fifties was
the first visit to the country of her birth.

Ellen Gottschalk, as she then was, was drawn into
the ct>rnmnnist movement early in her life. It lvas in
the course of that work that she came to knorv and
admire and love NIr. \{. N. Roy. Mr. Roy q'as throu'n
out of tlie official comrnunist rnovement in 1929, after
the sixth World Congress of the Cornrnunist Inter-
national had swung the comtnunist movement into an
ultra-left line. Ellen continuecl to rvork with \Ir. Roy
even after his expulsion frotn tltt: Corttrtrunist Inter-
nirtional. In 1930,Ro)' came to Inclia. FIc' rvirs an'ested
after seven months ancl tvits sentenced to six years'
ligorous imprisontnent. Ellen kept contact rvitli hirn
aid kept hirn supplied rvith books, clothes and moner''
Str" p^ii""ttr' tuiii",l for his releirse'. Afte'r his releaie
she dame to'India erlrly in 1937 and was soon man'ied
to him. Since then India becarne her country and she
devotecl he,rself to tlre c:tusc of her people's progress
and prosperity.

\,Ir.s, Rov r-irs ir clt,s.,'c'rllalrolirtol of \h. \1. N. Iirll'
anrl helpecl him in cvery'' ltossiblc, s'it)' in the, rvork itr
u'hich he u'as engaged. Sht' shared all his experi-elces
rvith hinr ancl tos'ai<ls the t'nrl of lris life helped him

was along lvith him in all his trials and tribulattbns
and shared with him all the difficulties that he had
to face.

NIrs. Roy also was tr thinker and writer in her own
riglit. She-was a regular contributor- to the RadiWl"
H'unwnist a.rd rnany"other periodicals. She hpq. alio
written a couple of books ot ih" philosophy of Rdaicht
Humanism. -She took a prominent part in the evolu-
tion of that philosophy and its spread in India and
abroad.

After iVIr. Roy's death, Mrs. Roy devoted herself to
the continuance of the work that Mr. Roy had begun.
She could have as well gone back to Europe or the
States and lived a life of comfort and security.
Her brother and other relatives were keen on her going
to the States and living with them' But rvith the rare
sense of duty that she possessed, she rejecte4 all-those
tempting ofiers and decided to stay in India aqd- at
Deh^ra Dun to complete the unfinished work of her
husband. She was since then engaged in the task of i
collecting his books and letters, and editing and pre- l
paring for publication all his unpublished writings'
She isu,net the editorship of the rveekly journal,
Raclical Hunwnist. She also continued her work i15 $1s.'''
Secretalv of the Indian Rentrissance Institute. She
rn,as mainly responsible for the Study Camps that were
orsanised bv the Institute frorn time to time'

Yn Ellen Roy the counhy has lost an earnest and
devoted rvorker dedicated to the cause of freedom,
deruocracy and higher human values' Her death will
be an irreparable l=oss to the Radical Humanist Move-
r-nent andio all those rvho are working for the evolu-
tion of a free society of free and equal men. It is-a pity
ancl a disgrace thal a person of her eminence had to
f"tl o nt& t<-r the foul hands of a murderer. T'he

""h*r bf in" murderivill be heard all over the world
aucl our prestige will not be enhanced- by the fact that
*" *"."^.rot a6le to afiord a selfess' dedicated worker ' ,
tlte plotcction tltilt slte clrtsei'r'cd'
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Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference

,TtHE thild annual conference of the Indian Associa-
I tion for Afro-Asian Solidarity, which was held in
the city last rnonth, was not much of a success. It
was one of the usual propaganda cilcuses organised
by the comrnunists under difierent labels and on
different platforms. All the communist front organisa-
tions were geared up to popularize the Conference
and give a seurblirnce of mass support to the movement
lor Afro-Asian Solidarity. Communist trade unions,
student organisations, women's organisations, literary
groups and film stars were pressed into the service to
irttract a bis crou'd for the Conference. Names ancl
prestile of "fellow-travellers like Rameshwari Nehru,
Aruna Asaf Ali, Dr. Gyan Chand and others rvere
irlso e'xploited to conceal the reai communist character
<lf the Confelence. Besicles, eminent Congress leaders
like S. K. Patil, Union Food Nlinister, V. N. Desai,
Nlayor of Bombay ancl Slui Prakasha, Governor of
Bombay, rvere also inveigled to give the rvhole show
respectability ancl non-party :rppealance.

Btrt inspite of these efforts, the Conference failed
to evoke popular response in any appreciable meastlre.
The Coriference, it u'as annoirnced by the organisers,
would be attendecl by two thousand delegates frorn
irll ovcr: the country. 'But even the inauguial session,
u'hich u,as adclressed by the lvlayor rrnd Governor of
Bombay, was attendecl by not more than a thousand
persons. Sirnilarlv, the conclucling nass rally, which
ivas held on Sunclay art one of the big meeting grounds
in the gitr', failed to attract morc thirtr fotrr thousrtttd
people. This rvirs an extrit-orclinarily pclot' perfor-
mance considering the fact that even ordinary meet-
ings at dre Shivaji Park ground, u'here the mass rally
wis lreld, attracl biggei audiences any time. The
press also took a scant notice of the delibelations of
the Cor.rference.

The Conferencc, llesiclc's. failecl to clrau' ite\\r l'e-
cmits, and even solne <>f the cnrineut pcl'sons rvhtl utere
scheduled to participate in it, kept themselves away
at the last monlent, For erample, Dr. V. R. Khanolkar,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Bornbal','ivas the
Chairman of the Reception Comrnittee forrned for the
Conference. It u'as annorrnced that he s'oulcl partici-
pate in the deliberations of the Conference. Ilut he
lras c'onspicurltts b\' lris absenct throrrqhorrt the' Crlrt-
ference. There \r1'r'c lnrl'irv otlrcr sirnilitr t'xattrplt's
and the organisers had n har<l tirnt' in c'xplrrininq
au'ay their absc^trce bv fakc ('x('uscs.

T'he onlv aspcet of the (lonferet.tt't' t'hit'lr stltrc'k
most of the people rvas tlre assttci:ttiott rrl tlrt' (,trtigrt'ss
leaclers and the Govct'trol u'ith tlris tortitttttttist sltrxr'.
Ttrcrc rir'r'r'r'r'r'n r'r'ili<';rl (,rrrrrrcrrt.: ir tltt'Ior'rtl l-)itll('r's

prior to the Conference over tlie Propriety of the
Congress \4ayor, N'Iinister and the Governor qpenly
associating themselves rvith the communist fronf orga-
nisation which was eager to denounce all sorts of
crimes of the West but had no lvords to spare on the
question of the Chinese aggression on Iidia's terri-
tory. Not only that the Congress leaders participated
in the conference, but, what is worse, they also joined
in the conspiracy of silence on the issue of Chinese
aggression. Or was it a reflection of the neutral foreign
policy of our Prime Minister, who in his long address
to the U.N. General Assembly last October referred
to the Chinese aggression as a mere "controversy"?

Ex-Communists' Convention In Kerala

tT\HE hvr>dir1' all-Kerala Convention .e[ Ex-cornrnu-
I nists, helcl at Erntrkulam in the first rveek of
December, lvas signiffcant in more than one sense.
Judging from press reports, the Convention evoked
good and enthusiastic response from all sections of
the people in the State. About 800 ex-communists
fi'orn different u'alks of life participated in the Con-
vention u'hich was fortunate in having the guidance
of Mr. Stephen Spender, well-known poet and rvriter,
rvho inaugurated it, and Mr. Wolfgang Leonhard, the
Gennan ex-comrnunist writer, who also participated in
its deliberations. Kerala has tl.re double distinction of
electing and unseating the ffrst Communist Government
through peaceful democratic rnethods. Though com-
rnunist strength in the State has been on the decline
trfter the overthrorv of their Nlinistry last year, it is
lvise to remember that communists still have a power-
ful rnass following, especiaJly among the Ezhvtrs and
Harijans. The democratic forces in the State have
yet to consolidate their gains and provide an effective
democratic altemative convincing enough to the peo-
ple still under the communist inf.uence. The organi-
sation of tbe Ex-communist Convention, rvas a wel-
come move in this direction. It was aimed at bringing
together all ex-communists in Kerala with a view
to devise constmctive ways of countering the comrnn-
nist threat.

Thc delibo'irti<lrs :rt the Convention centred rorrnd
the problem of methocls of strengthening clern<lclirtic
olements in the sttrte iurcl provicling an adecluirte
irnswer to the ideological challenge of communism.
The participants in the Convention decided not to
fonn any separate political party for the purpose, but
to cG'operate with existing democratic parties. This
u'as a wise decision, as the formation of vet another
party would further divide ancl consequentlv rve^ken
the democratic forces in the State which already
suffers from too many parties ancl groups s'<irking at
cr()ss prrlposes. At the sarne tinre, the Convcrrtion has
announced its clecision to ffght trnhealthy trencls like
communalisrn cretping intrr politics. It rvrlulcl stlive
to "strengthen lrroqressive elenrents insicle lxrliticul
ltltlti<'s in tlrtr lrlt.'st'r'virtion ol tlt,rttttcrltcf irncl tir,'<lottto-
cratic u'ar'of Iifc". This is rt u't'lcotnt'<]ccisiotr ts poli-
ti<'s in Kcrirlrr. ris in tlrc rr"t of tlre <'orrntrv- nceds trl bc
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and purged of all harmful and regressive ten-
ilencies. If the er-communists succeed in checking
these bvil tendencies, it will go a long tvay in strength-
ening the roots of democracy in the State.

In- a sense, the Convention was also a beginning
of a new quest-quest for a new sense of purpose
and direction-on the part of the ex-communists. As
such, the quest was most opportune and timely.
Events in the last few yeals have exposed the clay
feet of the communist god; at the same time they have
revealed the total inadequacy of other doctrines-in-
cluding those of socialism. In fact, most of th9 _old
ideologies and dogmas have lost much of their validity
and are in need of searching re-examination and re-
evaluation in the light of the past experience and the
present situation. The convention, in a resolution, has
announced its decision to formulate a "progressive
programme" with democratic socialism as its goal. It
wo"td have been more appropriate and fruitful, if,
instead of falling a prey to the temptation of ado-pting
current ideologi-al labels, the Convention had subject-
ed communist and other ideologies to a searching and
fundamental re-examination, and discussed ways and
means of strengthening dernocratic institutions in the
country.

Developments In Kashmir

'TIHE dissolution of the Democratic Nationtrl Con-
I- f"r"rr"" and the retum of its leaders to the ruling
National Confe{ence are pointers to the new commu-
nist line in the strategic Jtate of Kashmir. lvlr. Sadiq'
in August 1957, led hii gloup out of the ruling National
Confe"rence after it had-"exEausted all efforts to reform
the oartv from rvithin" to form the Democratic
Natio'nal'Conference as a leading opposition ptrrty in
the State. Though the Sadiq group had advanced
ideological and other differences as the reasons for
quittirig the ruling party, it rvas rvell-knorvn that the
rial reasons for their leaving the parent organisation
were the difierences which developed between Nlr'
Sacliq and Prime l\Iinister Bakshi over the sharing. of
purudt'irfter the last Genclirl Electious. llr. Sadiq hrrs

irorv stated thtrt he has no difierences s'hatsoever with
\lr. Btrkshi an<l that lte. tttltl' feels that tlie Kashmir
Prime \'Iinister's "efiorts to give the people a cletru ad-
rninistratittn deservc: the fullest support". But it is u'ise
to remernber that rvhen quitting tlre Kashmir Nationirl
Conference three years ago, Mr' Sadiq himself had
described the lattei as "the most reactionary group of
self-seeking autocrtrts". It is rarther a sad com,mentary
on the staie of afiirirs in Kilslmrir thrrt aftel le'i'elling
these charges agirinst the luling party-, \'lr' Saclirl

rvithin three years sltould find it llecesstlr\/ t<r rejoin
the National 

'Corrft-rence iu order to strengthen tlrc
hands o[ the Printe Niirristcrl irl conrllrltting the el'ils
oI u'liich. rrc'coltlirrg to \[r'. Sarlirl lrirrrst'lf, tlrt' ]lttcr
u':r:; tlrc t'orlt-citttsu.

\\/hat is morc dirn,gerous. is tlte ideological charllctet'
o1 tlri'Srtilirl {r'r'rr1t. \lr'. Siirlirl. hinlsr'lf'lt t'ottrtttrttrist'
rvas thc le,l,let' t,i tlr. cornmunist glotrp insiclc' tlre

4

, .i:

^ -t*'
Iarunry'7961

National Conference till 1957. He was one of the vice-
presidents of the All-India Peace Council; he also
presided over the Conference of the Democratic
Youth League, a communist front organisation, in
1953. He nevel concealed his intimate associatiori
with the communists. It is well-known that when he
lvas a N{inister in the Kashmir State before the last
General Elections, comrnunist leaders of India, on
visits to the State, used to be his guests. Naturally,
when the Sadiq group left the National Conference
and formed the rival organisation, almost ,all the
communists of Kashmir joined the Democratic
National Conference as members. It was not without
reason, that out of all the Indian parties, only the
Communist Party of India supported the Derhocratic
National Conference unreservedly. Even the Kashmir
Prime Minister had no doubts about the communist-
lining of the Sadiq Group whom he described in
1957-as "functioning as the vanguard of the Commu-
nist Party of India" o. as "iabble of communist -r

reactionaiies". That, inspite of this knowledgg, the
Kashmir Prime Minister should enthusiastically wel-
come his erstwhile opponents back into his fold
throws a flood of light on the unprincipled and dan-
;;;;; puitl*t opp"ortunism *hi"-h hai plagued the J-
fottics ln Kashmir since Independence'

(Continued front Page 7)

irnportance ancl precedence over the organisational
rviig. That procest has begun; the organisational wing
dislikes the developmerrt; but it will have to g-et

reconciled to it, if lhe country is to progress on the
road torvards democracy.

A parliamentary part)' is prirnalily lesponsible to
the electorate rvhich elect it' The organisational wing
of a party must accept this essential fact and adjust
its actioni and policies accordingly. It is only in com-
munist countrie-s that the organisational wing gets the
orirnacv. for in tlrose couutr-ies there is no parliament
iu tlrc i'.al sense ttf the term irnd the highest authority i r
tlrirt pirrty' urctnbet's llar-e to set'r'c- is the pilrty rlncl not
tlrt peoplt'.

Irr oui country rve have y'et to build- up our demo-

cracy. The Coufiress has to shoulder that task as the

^"iti ""a the riajor party. It has to croate he-althY

"oir""ntio"t. 
Conflicts^between the organisational and

the parliarnentary rvings rvill alise from time to time'
iiiit6rla of relying on eiigencies of the sihratiorJ, a rule
of seneral ,,tr,'tli."oti.,tt rvi'il lr,tve to be evtllvcd for tlreir'
*'fiti*. iii' r'.r1" rvill have to be in conforrnity with
ifr.. 

-ili,r"iple'.s 
ttf cleulocracl'. Dc''rocracv demands

ittnt itt" eiectccl lepresentltivss of tlrt: pcople must

i :,r., 
-j; 

*i'- .i,,nfli.lt plipracy .vcr -tltc. inanagers.,of
iir."rr,irt,,i rnacltirtc'. .\i dt.rrr,icrac'r' tlevelops it .is the

f',r,1ii,,,-,,r,t,,r'r' rvittq ri'lliclr *'ill qaill .prccl.tttitlatlct'
lrr.cr. tlre ,rqitnisrLti,rul rvi.g. I' Ll'.P. tltc fttt'r'c'r' rvas

r;,,t',.,.,ti,r,,t.i to the lrrttc'r'. 'l lrat corrntlttrs thc sub-

;;:;li;.,,ii ;irrl' t'lr,'lrco'lc l, tlti''at'tv s'lriclr is tltc sttle

t'rxttl ttls'itr<ls tlic'ttrtolsIti1l rrrrtl totitlitariirilisrr r'



Towards A f{ew Liberalism
by M. A. Venkata Rao

|ftHE times are propitious for a nerv lease of life to
I hberalism as an economic and social philosophy,
if only a fresh statement of principles could be
achieved in defence of freedom while incorporating
the hoped for values of socialism.

The slogans of Marxist socialism, charged rvith the
drive towards communisrn as they are, have proved
barren. The Britisli Labour Party is experiencing the
throes of a new orientation towards a more empirical
point of view eschewing doctrinaire attachments to
policies like nationalisation of industries and the
centralisation of economic porver in the hands of the
State.

We find therefore liberalism and socialism approach-
ing each other in Britain l.nd elservhere.

But the differentia of liberalism should be restated
with unambiguous clarity showing how it can include
the inspiration of social amelioration that has deluded
socialists into Statism and the communist parlour.

The modern world has been beguiled unnecessarily
by the strident and dogmatic claim of socialism that
there is no alternative to its identification of economy
and polity, its endowment of the political machine
lvith sovereign economic power. This has entailed the
abolition of the private class of property-owning
entrepreneu$ gathering all property in the means of
production into the hands of the State and its bureau-
cracy. Property for consumption is formally left in the
hands of private citizens. But in substance even this
liberty of using consumption property (wages and
salaries ) has been allowed only within the limits
determined by State plans and regulations.

Any criticism of communism today evokes a pitying
smile as if the critic rvas a benighted capitalist
survivor into the new age. It is assumed as axiornatic
that to reiect communism is ipso facto to embrirce
capitalism!

The nerv liberalisrn has ffrst of all to demoustrate
that there is a retrl and rvorkable altemative to cotrl-
munism and that cornmunism and capitalisut are n<lt
mutually exclusive and collectively exhaustive.

It has to free itself from the common assutnptiou
thrrt to reiect conrn.tunism is to bind oneself over to
lnisse; faire. i.e. the policy of according complete
freedom to the private owners of capital in the rvork
of production and distribution. Tlre fear is that such
freedom to the capitalist class would automatically
result irr ruthless eiploitation of tht'' proletttriat u4lo
have nothing but theil hancls ancl fee't t<t eArn il liviirg.

Such a tirsk involves a redefinition of the loles of the
State and of tlre ecollolny in societv.

As T. H. Gmt'tr pointed ortt in lris tir.ne. tlte t'xces-
ses of the disrnal agrr ( 1760-1E30 I of the eally ye irrs
<-rf the Inclustrial llevolutiorr in Englrrrrtl rvct'c dttc ttot
stt ttttttlr to c;11'ti1',1'*"i us sttc'lt rts llttltt'r to tltt'f,rilrrre'

of the State nt the tirne to realise its obligatioru to
rnaintain the rninimurn conditions of the good life
arnong workers in the new factories through adequate
legislation of the sort that started rvith the new Factory
Acts aftel a good deal of agitation and enquiry by
royal comrnissioners. Karl Marx draws his data from
the reports of these commissioners and inspectors and
pa.v-s :r tribute to their impartiality and accuracy and
zeal.

The enclosure of the feudal lands in previous
cenhrries had created a large class of suffering indigent
agricultural labour who were in the last stages of
destitution. It was the dereliction of duty by the State
towards these hordes of displaced rural population
that folced them into the slums round the new fac-
tories to ealn what they qsr16 to keep body and soul
together. The revelation of their condition started the
neu'relief legislation rvhich ended in the later years
of the century in socialism

A Ttositiae liberalism such as that of Green, Bosan-
quet and Barker would make room for full regulation
by the State of the conditions of work and wages in
all economic activity engaged in by industrial em.
ployers and workers.

The lrolrors of the lctissez faire policy were due
not to capitalism as an economic function of the
ownels of capital but to their usurTtation of sooereigrrty
in their sphere' They justified in the early years the
view of Karl Marx that the capitalist class inherited
the powers of the monarchy and aristoclacy of old
and invaded the region of the State. The Government
becarne actually for a generation or two the managing
committee of the capitalist class of manufacturers,
leaders of big comlnerce, shipowners, bankers, trans-
port men and so on. Such a State should not be en-
trrrsted with full powers. Laissez faire in such hands
u'oulcl necessarily entail the oppression of the worhng
class.

T'lre flruv in tit'tltodor capitalism rvtrs its usttt'pation
of political sovereignty along rvith economic freedom'
Th- pathu'av for a renerval of the valid values of
liberalism (nr a regime of expanding freedom
to the individrrrrl ar.rcl his v<lluntirrl' groups) lies there-
fore in retuming the capitalist class strictly to the
ccononric field, leaving the Sttrte free to regulate alt
econonic actiaitq, (as every other activity in every
sphere of social life) on behalf of the cornrnon good-.

Tlrc Stnte conres into existeuce to make lif e possible,
srricl thc rvise i\ristotle, but rvetrt ttn to add that it
corrtirrrrcs to fturction to make life good.

Thc plovirrce of thc Statc is coinciclcrtrt rvith tlult o1:

.tll liit', ir,tliritltrirl irrrtl stic'iitl. Tltc t'rllcritttt'trt of
crclritlirrq rcliqion or econonrics or cclucatiorl ol' even
r.rrltrrre fiorn its otlrit us strqqestecl bv carh' liherillism
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has proved failure. J. S. N4ill's theory that the State
should confine itself to that part of individual activity
that is self-regarding has proved impracticable.
Hurnan activities cannot be dividecl into self-regarding
aud other-r'egarding sections. Every action is both
self-regarding and has repercussions on the life of
others into which the State may have to enter to safe-
guard the common good and adjust rights and duties.

If places of worship are usd.fo foster anti-social
conspiracies, the State cannot stand aside out of
respect for their sanctity. The anti-social activity has
already ipso facto destroyed their sanctity. The
superior sanctity of social good will have to enter the
field through the policeman. So in marriage and
private amnsements.

The economic class of property-owning entrepre-
neurs shoukl not be allorved to rrssume political power.
But the State too should not be allowed to encroach
into the sphere of individual liberty. Where can libera-
lism drarv the line of demarcation to do justice to the
trvo aspects of the problem?

The nelv liberalism is confrontecl rvith this conun-
dmm. Its sucoess in answering this question rvill
detenline the nelv lease of life it may acquire in
tod:ry's rvorld crisis.

There is no doubt that the end of State action is the
promotion of the good life. But the means at its dis-
posal is force and automatism generatecl by fear of
prrnishment.

It may even be claimed that the State has the right
to pronrote morality.

But force cannot improve the rnorality or religion
or culture clf individuals and groups. These are
activities that spring front tl-re interior r-notives of
inclivicluals irncl force cannot inspire then to rrctivity
in their tlue nature as spiritual or ethical experiences.
The rvhole essence of these trctivities depends on
their voluntary character.

This instrument of force, of punishment and reward
at the disposal of the State lhnits the rutture of its
action (vertically). There is no area of life in rvhich it
carrnot legitirnately enter'. l-]trt the nvtrur,er <.rf its inter'-
felence rnust be such as to rraitrttritt the external con-
ditions of the good life-la'rv trnd urcler, justice as

between nran and man ancl so on.
As Green puts it, the State will require certain kinds

of behaviour, cornnrissions trnd omissious, <tn the part
of citizens even as external ircts and omissions from
lny motivc rvhatever, in the iutelcsts of social older to
rninimise the clash of intlividual ancl allow them elbow-
roonr to purstrc thc goocl things of lifc in itccordance
vuith their o\\'n seuse of things. State action is like
the rtrle of tht roird or: ol'the queue to boatcl bus or
lirihlitl tt'ititt ot' t'ttte'r' ot- lt'rtrt tlrcatt'c.s. Thc rrrlc rr'ill
nlittirri:, c l,,r;lr 'llt,! ttrli'.ititil. fti'r'rl,tttt l,tl lrll,

[losltnrltrct tllst t'ilrcs t ltt' itt'tiott oI this rrlirtt iplt' irs

,rnc crf hintlcritrg ltintlrrrrrt:t',r'. t'c'tttttt'it-rg ttl>stacles llotrt
r,, ill'iil ,,r' i'qtroi ,iri ,,l i..itttt ijLrtr ( i,(is('(l Ir-r thc irrtt'r1t'-
lcnc<'oI ritlrcrs.
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The ceutral advantage of this view of State action is
that it envisagc:s all positive activity to reside in iudi-
viduals pursuing their ou'n,life-objectives for happi-
ness. The State irnpiuges on their activities only to
remo\ze any obstruction caused by external conditions
or by mutual clash and conflict. The State will not on
this view_eng:rge directly in trade ol industly, teaching
or preaching, ol' art ol engineering constructioni
except in special cases like irrigation u'orks and
prlstal services.

But it will legislate to maintain firir conditions to
maximise freedom such as those necessary to p;omote
competition and restrain monopoly.

But State leadershiyt is not precluded in special
circumstances. If capital is not forthcoming for essen-
tial industries like those for housing, medicine or
agriculture, the State may start works on its own. But
it will be ready to liand them over to private citizens
as soon as ability and responsibility on their part
become manifest. The State rvill be a nrlrsery of talent
irnd social responsibility. It rvill not supplant private
efiort for trll time in any hne but will rather xtpple-
nrcnt it in special lines as a pioneer and will suTtport
the autonorny of the economy and the free market.
This rvill ellsure the sovereignty of the consumer tvho
rvill be enabled to choose the best products offered
by different producers. State monopoly as assumed try
socialisrr n'ill affold no roorlr for such freedorn to
producers and consumers alike.

This is common to'tild and new liberalism. But'to
rneet the ner,r' sltuation and to covel tlre field exploitecl-
by socialisrn in sentirlental appeal, the ner.v liberalisrn
will advance to extend the sphere of freedom frorn the
old n'ell-to-do entlepreneur class to all classes alike.

The idea of freeclorn thirt it has is urore positive and
cloes not consist merely in a barren absence of res-
traint. Rtrther it rvill advance to provide the couditions
tlrat nrake freedom real to tlte mttng, the poorest
rvorkers in the econolny.

It *'ill encoulage the ernergence of a propert)'-
ou'ning democracy. It may advance funcls to u'orkers
to ptrlchirsc slritrr,s in tlrtril corrrpanics. lt rnay advance
funds to tillers to acquire ncrv lands arnd ngricultural
equiprnent. It lvill provide social overheads such as
health services, roads and other cornmunications and
education, (technical and generirl). Some lvould go
a step further and say that the nerv liberalism may
ofier social security not as a gift but as assistance to
voluntary savings (through insurance) in various
u'ays rvithout sapping individual initiative and res-
ponsibilit;'. In a rvorcl, tfie ruodern liberal state could
plovide rvellirrc for all as {irr irs possible through en-
c(nr):agem()lrt of thc trustccship principle rrnd r'olnntirr_v
t,Ilolt lrrcl rlrganisltion.

Rrrt il u'ill rr.,.oicl rlilcr.t srrppl;rrrtirtiorr trl: citizt.tr
t'llort. irrr.livitItrirl itrrrl soc i:Ll. r,rc't'pt tt'rrrpot'arilv rrs ir
piorreer. It u'ill providcr il Stxtcr lcadcrsltiTt for proqlcrss
u itlrotLi sP.'lli'ir: [lrr t cii!', r;l l:ttr'il,,irr ijkt :otirtii;i
centra lisirtion.
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Whither Cuha?
by Aziz Matlni

"RVERY revolution, every single one without any
! exception whatever, started as a movenent for

liberation and finished ai a tyranny". Su exclaims a
disenchanted revolutionary in Ignazio Silone's Bres{J
and Wine. The Cuban revolution which began hope-
fully as a movement for the liberation of its people
from the hated Batista regime seerns unfortunately to
be heading for the same tlagic ending.

Before the emergence of its leader Fidel Castlo on
the sceue, Cuba, *'ith its handful of wealthy land-
ol4'ners and a mass of landless proletariat, wrrs a
dictatorship presided over by a cormpt general rvith
the connivance, if not the blessings, of the United
States government. This sordid dispensation was made
all the more hateful in lhe eyes of the people by
trnscrupulous American businessmen rvho had turnecl
Cuba into a happy hunting ground fol themselves irnd
their Cuban counter-parts.

The revoh.rtion put an end to all this. General
Batista's dictatorship rvas replaced by Castro s, to be
sure. But the later rested on a broad basis of popular
support. It gave land to the landless peasantry, broke
the monopoly of wealth in the hands of -a ferv-and
terminateil American business intelests thit had half
a century dominated Cuban economy.

But that .was as far as it rvent torvarcls liberation.
Beyond it, the revolutionary government.flattered by
imitation its hated predecessor. The press u'as as ruth-
lessly throttled as before, individual freedom suppres-
sed and the mle of lalv recluced to a rrockery. The
NewYorkTitnes, s'hich has a reputation for its factual,
unbitrsed news coverage, reported in its issue of Octo-
ber 16, 1960: "The island prisons are full of counter-
revoltrtionaries most of rvhom rvere former followers
of Premier Fidel Castro". No one rvho knows horv
beastly life under General Batistrr u'as, u.ill shed a
tear ovel the execution or implisonrnent of his sup-
porters b), the rerrrftrtionary reeinre. But g'[e1 c.ril-
n'hile supl.rortels of the lcr,oltrtion itsc.lI ru'c t]rlou'rr
behincl tlre ltru's ol clrivc'n into crilc. thcrc c::rrr lrc no
ir-rtellecttrirl dorrlrt ubout thc trrrn the revolrrtion is
taking.

Fron.r its vs1lr !6oinnng, the reyglttti<ltr lras hircl i'rrt
element of anti-Americanism about it. Its oligin
corrld be tlaced back to the protection extenclecl b)' th<r
U.S. to Batista and Ar.nerican business interests. To-
s'ards the end of the year 1959, anti-American feeling
iuuong the people u'as positivcl)' inflitmed ll)' " r"''t"tof incendiar), brlnr| itttirc.ks larrpcfiecl o1 Ctrbirlr srrgrrr
ffelcls from airstrips in Florida. Arrcl \\'ashirlstou's nlr-
convirrc.inq dcr.luratiorr of its in;Llrilitv to r:orrtrol tlrcse
;rllir iiit'r orr tltr,glornrcl thlrt tlir''r,u'r'r't. 1trir-trtt'irilr.r'afts
florvn lx' sol<licrs of l:olttrrrt' r[icl lrlt.r,irrrrs lilii., iir lrt.ip
tl atters.

\" r'r'ljrllc,is l,,lt i,

rvould have run its nornral cour.se in comparative
peace and even its anti-Americanism wouid have
receded into p_roper perspective. But in February last
year came rVlikoyan to ffsh in the troubled waters of
Cula. He brought with him a gl(X) million credit, an
order fo_r lugar and ofier of oil in exchange. This was
followed by trade agreements with other-members of
the communist bloc. Tlrqr hy a few strokes of the pen,
the Kremlin had established a bridgehead for the ico-
nornic penetration of the whole of Latin America.
Nobody in.fairn-ess could question the revolutionary
governrnent's _right to deal rvith any country it liked.
But one wondered rvhether a srnall countr.y iike Cuba
could,_over a period of time, take just whdt it lvanted
from the Soviet Union and no moie.

In the context of these developments, the Marxist
jargon Fidel Castro and his lieutenants were monthing
in season and out of season assumed a new and
threatening import. Were these leaders of the revolu-
tion conrrnunists seeking to reduce their countr-y to the
status of a Soviet satellite? Was their profeision of
faith in lvlarxist ideology after all ,rn act of genuine
conviction and not the claptrap it was generally sup-
posed to be?

There is 
'not enough evidence to prove that Fidel

Cash'o is a commuirist. "Castro is a pragmatic indivi-
dualist, and much too outspoken and emotional to fft
into a cbmrnunist society" wrote an English corr€S:
pondent after a study tour of the C:uibbean. But his
henchmen appointed in key positions are either com-
rnunists or fellorv-travellels. For exiunple, his brother
Raul, Comrnander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Arm-
ed Forces, is a latter type rvhile Ernest "che" Gtiercara,
rvho runs Cuba's finances, is most certainly an out-
and-out comrlunist. So are some others. Thus while
Fidel is not a cornmunist, in the cornpany that he keeps
he is playing the Recl game so as not to make much
di{ference.

Of tlris tlre'r't' is picntl of cviclc'nce: the fact that
orriv t'ourn.rrrlrists irle itllos't'cl t<l opelittc its ir palty, the
faci that anti-conrnrtrnists arc 6fn"inlly brinded as
cr)unter-Ler'oltrtionirries, the adoption of Marxist ideo-
logv irt lronre itncl olten allietnce u'ith Russia on the
inteurirtional pltrne and, of course, the appointment
irlrnost exclusivcly of crrrnmunists trnd their supporters
ir.r positions of irutht.rrity and importirncc. As a mrrtter
of firct. anti-rtnti-commtrnisrn lras bccorle so rnuch irn
oflir:irrl policv of the Crrban governnrent toclay that
oylltositi<nr to ('onrrnrrnisrn is leqarcled as nothing short
of tt'<'asorr itgailrst thc rer,ohrtion. It is to escape the
('()]rs(.(lu('r'rc('s ol' sr r<'lt rtr-r irtt'itntle that t:ntinent intel-
It'ctrrir'ls irr tlrt' ic,.olriiiolrrrr'\' rrtovcnreltt likc Prof.
-\t,.;rgr .,,,.1 \i,-l;, I (,)' r,'. t',1'r.,',liiot' of Rohlirria. lrlrtlr
, rl: u lr,rrrr u.r.rr' rrn<li,r'rlrorir<l Iigltters against tlrc Ratista
rcginrr'. Irrlr,r' hit<l lo flt'r' frorn the Islancl irnrl seek
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refuge abroad. And the Cuban Cornmittee of the
Congress for Cultural Freedom, which had welcomed
the advent of the nerv regimg in the belief that it
would restore respect for individual and cultural
liberties, rvas also forced to dissolve.

In the weeks and months following lvlikoyan's visit
to Cuba, U.S.-Cuban relations rvere further strained
until towards the end of June last year they reached
a breaking point with Cuba's seizure of Texas com-
pany's oil refinery for its refusal to refine Russian crude
oil. The United States govemment, rvhich liacl until
then kept its head, retaliated with an embargo on im-
ports of sugar, the rnainstay of the island's economy.
Fidel Castro in turn finishecl the job by expropriating
the rest of the $1 billion rvorth of American holdings in
Cuba.

Into this fray jumped Nikita Khrushchev with his
threat of rocket intervention shoulcl the U. S. attack
Cuba. For the first time in history, the hemisphere
was threatening to become a battleground in the
global struggle between Soviet Russia and the United
States. Actually, any unilateral military action by the
United States to break Dr. Castro's powel' u'as rnost
unlikely, not only for the disastrous effect it rvould have
on rvorld opinion but also because a repetition of an-
other explicit intelvention as in Guatemala was bound
to. estrange the othcr rnenrbers of tl-re Organization of
American States lvho ale trtrditionirlly reluctant to
trrke sides s'ith the U. S. against a brother Latin State
and among rvhose people Dr. Castro's revolution is
hailed as a movement for the liberation of his brethren
from the economic evils that parallel their own. With
such a setting for a backgrotrnd, it u'as easy for i\Ir.
Khrushcher. to pose as the defender of Cubrr agirinst
a practically non-existent threat from the United
States.

Failing Castro's repudiation of the Soviet threat,
the U. S. called a conference of Latin American foreign
rninisters at San Jose in Costa Rica under the auspices
of the Organization of Arnericar.r States. The pulpose
of callinX it u,irs to ptrt Dr. Cirstlo and his jrrntir in the
dock fol encouraging, if r.rot acttrallv inviting, Soviet
intervention in the affairs of the hernisplrere. The corr-
ference ternrinated lvith a cleclaration knorvn as "San

Jose Declarirtion" s'hiclr, rvithotrt mentioning Cuba
by name, indictecl its govemrnent for jeopardising
the seculity and solidarity' of thc hernisphere by its
lefusal to repudiate the Soviet threat of locket inter-
vention. The signiffcance of this cleclaration lies in the
frict tlrat despitc their tlaclitional iw'ersiorr to joinilg
hancls rvith thc U.S. itgainst one o[ tlreil orvn kintl, thc
Latin Anrerican states rvere sufficientlv clisconcertecl
by f-1t. Cirstrtis inrpliccl uccr:ptlucr' ,rt ir jr,,ssilrle Sovit't
1t.r1,';1'1.1rtiorr frr 111111;,. ir (.()ntr1l()ll ('r,us,'u'itlr tlrr. flrrit,'rl
Strrtcs.

'l'here' are trvo circurlrstiruccs in eitlrer oi u'hiclr tlre
Unit<'d Strrtls nriqlrl l,'i'l cor;ilti'llt.rl t,r irrtt'r'r't.rrc lnili-
tarih' in (lubir: tlrc establislrnrcrrt on tlrc islancl of rr

Sot'ict r)tilitilr'\' llrtrt' .rirtl (lrrl; rrr irrterl'u'encr. u'itlr tht'
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American naval base of Gauantanomo. Should such a
contingency arise, it is unlikely that ivlr. Khrushchev
will rush in with his rockets and run the certain risk
of touching ofi a nuclear war on a global scale. At
least on Berlin, he showed far more foresight than to
carry out his ultimatum to the Western Powers to
quit.

In the meantime, what can the United States do to
keep Cuba from sliding behind the Iron Curtain?
There is only one thing to do: seek a reapproachment
with Cuba. It must begin with the recognitioii of the
fact of the revolution and acceptance of the cbncgm-
mitant social and economic changes in Cuba.,It will
involve the lifting of the embargo on the imiiort of
Cuban sugar which has a disturbing similarity with
the withdra'rval of American ofier of aid for the Aswan
Dam and has proved far less efiectual. And it qill also
mean the inclusion of Cuba in the $ 500 million pro-
gramme recently initiated by the U. S. for social, edu-
cational and economic needs of Latin American count-
ries. The United States can, of course, in turn demand
dissociation of the revolutionary rnovement from inter-
national contmunism, freedom of speech and indivi-
dual rights for the people of Cuba and restoration of
American holdings or adequate compensation for
thern. Such a course of action will not be easy for the
uerv President of the United States to undertake. But
is it askilg too much if thereby Cuba can be induced
to stay thi.s side of the Iron Curtain?
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Moscow Conference of Communist Parties
(Contributed)

N December 2, 1960, the Soviet press published
an "information report" on the Moscolv Confe-

rence of representatives of 81 communist parties. In
the same issue Prsada published a photograph of the
189 conference participants. Contrary to established
communist tradi[ion which only permits photographs
of commurrist leaders showing them on the rostrum,
on a congress presidium, or in the act of signing a
particulai document, on this occasion all the confe-
ience participants were shown seated in a particular
order. 

-This iieviation from the protocol was an ex-
pression of the need to stress throughout the com-
inunist world the importance of the conference and to
demonstrate the "unity" achieved in the course of the
discussions. The actual placing of the most important
figures in the group took place in accordance with the
law governing communist hierarchy and reflects the
present distribution of forces in the rvorld communist
hovement. At the very center of the group are Khrush-
chev and Chairman of the Chinese Party Central Com-
mittee Liu Sha-chi. They occupy completely equal
positions in relation to the other delegates. On either
side are the French Party ieader Thorez and East
German Partl' 5."."tary Ulbriccht. Then come the
heads of .the Cornmttnist parties of the satellite states
and capitalist countries. The' photograph was thus
intende-d to stress the equal position of the Soviet
Union and China in the world Communist movement,
the political irnportance of the Communist Parties in
the -Communist-bloc and capitalist states, and to
emphasize the principle of "collective leadership"
throughout tlie world Communist movenent.

The report itself contained one surprise-it did not
say when the conference had taken place. The outside
world was well aware that it had bigun imrnediirtely

t after the celebrations marking the fortythird anniver-
sarv of the October Revolution ancl finishcd at the erld
of i.iover,lrber. Notliing u'as sirid iibout thc conference
rvhile it rvirs in plo€lless; it rvas officially ir secret. In
clulation and nuinber of delegates present, the confer'-
ence can only be cornpared with the Comintern Con-
gless. The ltriter rvere attended by considerably ferver'
delegates. The founding Congress in 1919 was attend-
ed by 53 delegates from 19 countries (8 of rvhich are
presently pari of the USSR) and the final, Seventh
Congress in 1935 by delegtrtes fx;m 65 Communist
Parties. At tlrer last confelettce tlf Cotntnturist Pilrties,
held in Nloscorv in 1957 to mark tlie. fortieth anniver-
sarv of the October Revolution ancl rvhich lasted threc
days, therc rvere delcgates frrtrn 64 llitrtics. including
thc Yug,rslrrr. -\t thc tinrc ;-t propa'g,tttclrr P<-'acc \l,rni-
fcsto u'ls L.rrlrlislrccl. Tlr'' r'rtttft'reltcL' \\'its pl'r't' d,'tl lt.,

a meeting of the 12 (lornmtruist-bltlr: Parties rvhiclr
issrred :r l)eclarltion. lt also lrrsted tlrree da1's.

.\ c'rinrP:rrisorr ol tlrt' 1!)5i r'onft'r't'trtr' u'jtlt tlii'

uleseut one u'ill show that on this occasion the solu-
iion of problems of the coordination of Communist
foreign and domestic policy, tactics and strategy and
the inalvsis of differences between Moscow and
Peking was extended frorn the narrow framework of
the communist camp to a meeting of all Cornmunist
Parties. The initiative here came from the Chinese.
The reason for the conference was kept as brief as
possible: "The participants iu the _conference ex-
changed experience and acquainted themselves'with
each"other's^views and standioints, discussed pressing
problems of international development today_itt 4"
interests of the struggle for common goals." (Praoda,
December 2, 1960).This non-committal wording sub-
stantiates the view of the otttside world that there was
a struggle at the conference between Moscow and
Peking over the line to be taken by future communist
polic/ and that efiorts to reconcile the conficting
3tancipoints on pressing problems of theory, tactics,
and piactical policy were unsuccessfuI. Normally East-
bloc^conferenies list three or foul days, the purely
propaganda speeches are published immediately, and
th"-teiol,rtioni and decisions prepared in advance by
the Kremlin.

An example of the Sino-soviet rivalry-and difrering
approach to political events -is provided by relationS
*iih C.,ba. fowards the end of November, a Cuban
delegation arrived in Peking and a communiqu6 was
signed on November 30. The Soviet report concentra-
tei on the economic. aspect of the agreement. The
Ne,lo Chirut Nctcs Agerrcy br<lirdcast the main, political
section of the communiqu6. The communiqg6 notes
that "China and Cuba announce...their readiness to
enslrre support for the people's of Latin America, Asia
ancl Africi^in their rigfiteous struggle against colonia-
lism and imperialism." It stresses the need to form a
"united rvorl^d front against the aggressive imperialist
folces hetrded ltv tlrc Unitecl States." Plior to the
publication of tlre restrlts of the visit of tlre Cuban
ielegation the rvidor',' of Sun Yat-sen, Sung Ching-
lingfhad published an article rvhicl"r in spite of its

"ortili^tor| 
tone had clearl,v pointecl to the leading

lole of China in Asia and to the need to form a united
q'orld front against the United States.

After the \Ioscorv Conferetlce both the Soviet and

Chinese set itbout attempting to minirnize the lack
of agreement. Thc report stressed that-"the discttssion

of al'i questions tttok lilace in an ltmosphere of brother'-
11' frienclship." Liu Shar>chi proclain.red- at mee'tings

iir Leninglrri lnd \'linsk thr' "in<lisnrptablc lrrotherll'
Ir icrr<lslrip rtf 111" !,1. 1,'1 {I11iol rttrr.l Clrittrt '' Tlre Soviet

press is flt'scrttll'frrll of irrticles rllt thc "rtttitltittrolts

i.gr.",-t-r"tlt" in tlre rvorld (lommttnist tn<lvement and

t'{Iolts trr t'ottr itttt' n-olltl trllirliott thltt tlri-' cotltlrttlic-
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Frcedant First

tions between t]re USSR and China are fabrications
of "bourgeois prophets".

On .December 6, 1960, the Soviet'press published
a "Declaration of the Representatives of fhe Com-
munist and Workers' Parties," which can be regarded
as the programme of action for future communist
policy. !'rom it one can analyze the balance of forces
rn the rvorld communist movement and the nature of
Sino-Soviet differences over both theory and practical
policy. One can point ffrst to the numeroLrs repeti-
tions, dernagogic tone, and obvious attempt to con-
ceal in a mass of verbiage the actual state of relations
and struggle irside the communist camp. The most
important conclusion is that the present solution is
merely a temporary compromise between Moscorv and
Peking. The basis of this compromise is that the
Soviets have been accorded the leading position in the
world communist rnovement, while all the basic theses
of international communist policy which are under
dispute have been formulated in accordance with the
Chinese demands. The Declaration notes that the
"Soviet Union is the ffrst country in history to lay the
path to cornmunism for all mankind. It is the brightest
example and most powerful support for the peoples of
the entire world." On the other hand, "the people's
revolution in China has inficted a crushing blow on
the positions of the imperialists in Asia, has furthered
to a considerable degree the change in the balance of
world forces in favour of socialism. Having given a
new impetus to the national-liberation movement, it
has exerted an enormous influence on peoples, parti-
culariy on the'peoples of Asia, ard Latin Arnerica."-We rnust point out here that the honors accorded
\,foscorv do not include Khrushchev. His policy ancl
he himself are not mentioned at all in the Declaration.

The main irnport of the Declaration is the constant
reference to the United States as the "main prop of
colonialism," "the main force of aggression and re-
action," "the main support of world reaction ancl the
international gendarme, the enemy of the peoples of
the entire world." The main task of cornmunist policy
today is to create a united rvorld front against the
United States. This task is backed up b1' the thesis
that the present peliocl is that of the final struggle
against capitalisrn:

Our epoch, the main feattrrc of u,hich is thc transi-
tion frorn crrpitalism to socialism. . . . is the epoch of
socialist and nationalliberation levolutions, the
epoch of the destruction of impelialism, the aboli-
tion of the colonial system, the epoch of the transi-
tion to the path of sociaiisnr by all new peoples, <lf
the triumph of socialisn'r and communistn on a

world-u'ide scale. (Praurla. Decernber 6, 1960)
The conctpt of peaceful coexistence ancl the pos-

s-ibility of averting lvars, although notninally lecogniz-
t<l in tlre Declarrrtion, rtre trottetlteless dcltrivt'tl of
their originltl rticanittg lr) r'liliotts c'orrtttcrtltt'sis.
Iilrtltcr, tlrt: rr:c6glitiqtr 9l tlr1 ptlssiltilitl' of irverting
u'rrrs alortg uitlr tlrc pr(,('lititrilti(irt t,[ it trrritcd ftcirlt
rrqainst tlrt. I'rritt,cl Stirtt's is rt pii't',' ,tf rlcntltgoqttcly
rvitlrout an1' political logit'.

TIrr: rrrrriri tlicsis of thi l)t'clirlrrtiorr is l]rr. r't'r'ivirl of
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the iclea of revolution. Communist parties in the non-
Communist countries are set the task of bringing "the
rnasses to understand the tasks of the socialis"t r6volu-
tion and the need to carry it out." The Declaration
guarantees support for those peoples entering upon
the path of revolution from "interference by the
imperialist powers". It gives as the main centres for
the implementation of this policy of revolution Indo-
china, Algeria, Cuba and Latin America as a whole,
the Congo, Berlin and Germany. It also provides a
deftnition of the concept "socialist cgTp"-a-"social,
economic, and political cooperation of free s'overeign
peoples" (Ibi,cl).-which is fraught with dairgers for
Moscorv. The Declaration does not mention the com-
muniqu6 of the Bucharest Conference of Communist
Partid (Praudn, June 28, 1960), which was signed by
12 Communist Parties including China. -he com-
n-runiqu6 was regarded at the time as a m,od'iis uioend'i
for future cooperation.

Analyzing th? materials of the conference one can
obtain the following conclusions:

(1) The rvorld Communist rnot'ement is presently
split by the rivalry of th9 two cen_ters, Moscow and
P-eking, which are struggling for the right to direct
Comri'irnist expansion. Tliis rlvalry is likel-y to continue - |
and it enables the othel Communist states to man-
euver more freely for their own ends.

(2) The conference Declaration represents au un-
stable compromise. The disagreements between
N{oscos' ancl- Peking are so great that the results of.
the Moscow conference cannot be regaided as a firm
program of action for world Comrnurdsm. Sino-Soviet
disagreements have already splead from theory and
strategy to the state interests of both countries. It must
also be rernembered that the progralnme of action is a
concession to the Chinese clogmatists. It diverges from
the Kremlin's standpoint ancl runs counter to the
q'ishes of the Soviet people, ptrrticulally the younger
genelirtion.

(3) Nonetheless, Commttnist policl, in the imme-
diate fuhrre will be more aggressive in tone. T'he
crrlolhncrrt of all Comrnunist parties rneans that this \ ,/
policl' u'ill bc a clash betlveen trvo fronts and be-
corne s'orld-rvide in scope.

(4) TlLe rnilnner in which the conference s'irs held
und the Declalation provide grounds for the as-
sumption that there was an attempt to restore the Corn-
mintem, The Chinese Party leaders were not strong
enotrgh to have their own \\'ay at restricted conferen-
ces of 12 Communist parties, so they compelled
\,Ioscorv to extend discussion of u'orld Communist
policy to a fonrm of all Communist parties. Any
future attcn'r1>t to restrict decisions to the Communist
bloc alone will leacl to opposition by the other
Cornrnurrist par:tic's. hr fact the pr()ccss tlf the
rc-creati<irr of thcr Conrnritrtern is untlcr \yav as shorvlr
bv lhcr folrrrrrtiorr of tlrc nccessary cc'ntral erccutivt
ct.lrrruittr:c. This proccss is furthcrlcd by the recogni-
tion oi tb<'principlc of "c'ollec'tilc leailclship" rrncl
tlic t'rrrphasis ott tirc ctltrirl positittlrs ,r[ -\losctlu' itttrl
l'ckirrg.



Democracy--U. P. Style
rflUn U. P. Congress, aided and abetted by the High
r Command in Delhi, is rvriting chapter after
chapter of a new brand of democracy for the State.
The process is not yet over.

With moral issues, confidence issues, prestige issues
and issues of culfure and traditions thrown in at suit-
able intervals and in appropriate doses, new prin-
ciples, precedents and conventions are being establish-
ed, which other States and other parties may well
copy in years to come, if only because their authors
are some of the country's rnost eminent and respected
leaders, including lvlr Jawaharlal Nehru, Pandit
Govind Vallabh Pant, Dr Sampurnanand, Mr Lal
Bahadur Shastri and Mr Chandra Bhan Gupta.

The fust chapter of this nerv democracy opens
sometime in October, 1958, when the Gupta Broup,
including some of the N{inisters, dernands the reconsti-
hrtion of the PCC executive council which had earlier
been nominated by Pandit Pant and Dr Sampurna-
nand. When the erstrvhile dissident Ministers insist
that thev are not obliged to follow their governmental
chief in Congress organizational matters unless the
\,{inistry as a rvhole clecides that any particular organi-
zational issue touches the prestige of the Government,
Dr Sampurnarund enunciates the principle that there
are questions which have a direct or indirect bearing
on the Governnrent and on such matters memberi; of
the Governnrent must act together. This piecipitates
a crisis. Dr Sampurnanand makes it a conficlence issue
and nine N{inisters resign.

Mr Nehru upholds Dr Sampurnanand, saying that
while it is not possible to lay down a rigid rule. on tlre
question of freedon.r of opinion to Nlinisters on organi-
zational matters, it vgill be 'iather absurd" if lvlinisters
functioned in a r,vay oplxrsed to the Chief N{inister
under cover of "so-called organizational rnatters."

The crisis continues to simmer until it boils over
alound August, 1959, rvhen 98 members of the erst-
rvhile dissident group read a signed staternent in the
Yidlurn Sirblra declarinq tl,cir lack of conficleucc in the
Sttrrrpuluitr.rirnd \linis'crv trtrd charging the Govcrn-
rnent, irn.r<lr.rg othcr things, rvitlr rr.raladnrinistration.
nepotism ancl corruption. Thcy get away rvith it b.v
saying that it is only a "technical" breach of discipline,
continuc to be under the leaclership of one in s'hom
thel' la6 earlier declared their q'iut of faith and return
to the charges against hirn and his Covernrnent fronr
time to tirnc-arr r-rnheard of situation in the colrven-
tional form of democracv.

The Hirrh Conrnrancl ir,,r.r.', on these subjects iI reso-
lution rvhich rneans all thint{s to all rnen irtrd leirves
the matter in nrid-air-open. vet closcd.

Thc scconcl chapt<'r ,;f tlris trcrv clt'tttrlcrii<'r' rt-lirte's
to tlre t.lcr,ti,'rrrs ,,f tlir' o1','i11117,,tiorirl n'in,r of tlie partr'.
Tl.re.se are held in an utrnosphere of extrcme bitterness
and tension. Court injunctions are sought, sordid
ttrotivcs r.rt lrttrilrrrti'tl: r-i'rlt'tri','irr sotrtc crtst's is t,'rrtl-

ted to; bogtrs membership is alleged: observer.s are
sent by the High Commancl to straighten out the
tangle. The process of completing the elections takes
nearly a yeal' dtrring rvhich factionalism mounts to a
nerv high.

The third chapter deals with a{fairs connected with
the election of the PCC president. Days before this
momentous election is held Dr Sampurnanand enunci-
ates another important principle of the new democracy
rvhich, in efiect, amounts to this, that should his own
nominee be def'eated by whoever are his rivals, his
Government will have forfeitecl the conffdence of the
organization as a whole and it (the whole Govern-
ment) will be doing a real service to democracy if it
retires from office. The matter at once becomes a
moral, prestige and confidence issue for him, all rolled
into one. Mr. C. B. Gupta, the candidate set up against
Dr Sampurnanand's nominee, objects. He cites the
very rvholesome principle of the old brand of demo-
cracy, that it is his democratic right ( as of anybody
else's ) to fight the election, little realizing that soon he
rvill himself be a candidate again, this time for the
leadership of the legislative wing of the party, and
then this very principle will go by the board,

As it happens. Dr Sampurnanand's nonr.inee is
defeated in the PCC election and, in accordance with
his statement, he sends in his resignation-not to the
Governoi' or the Legislature Party as is usdal in the old
form of democracy, but to the High Command.

Anyway, the High Comrnand hums and haws and
finally decides to send for both Dr Sampurnanand and
Ml Gupta. N'Ir Gupta goes in first and before even
Dl Sampurnanand stalts for his journey to Delhi, a
High Con.unirnd spokesnlan annolrnces to a befuddled
public that he (Mr Gupta) is the High Command's
nominee for the leaclership of the Legislature Party.
There is little else to bc decided but when Dr
S:tmpurnanand reaches Delhi, a resolution is drawn
up rvhich again means all things to all men-an art of
chal'ting u'liich somcl>riclr. in the Fligli Cornmaud
ctrries to pe:rfection. lccordinq t() this resolution.
tlrc clecision to resigu is left to the cliscretion of
Dr Sampunriuraud irnd if he decides to quit, the
l,r'qisluture Party is called upotr to elect a nerv lt:aclcr'.

A shor.l'is rtrlrv put trP that grave issues itre involved,
the lendership question is left u'ide open; feelings are
rvorkecl up. Despite lvlr Gupttr's repeir.ted declarations
that he is the tligh Comm:rnd's noririnet:. not a word
colnes florn Dt'lhi thirt ht' is, in fiLct, so placed' It is
rr source of consiclcrrtlrle entllarritssrnetlt to \{r Gupta-

The disptrte l'lo\\' go('s to tlte llltiprrr session of the
.\IC(l rvlrc,rc \'lr Nelrttt'.',; itttt'rttrtttion is .sotrglrt' Ht'
irqrr{'s to clo so hrrt takes his ()\\'lr tirltt" Vleanwhile'
l)r Sirurpurttirttattd is llill<trittt lrv lris tlotlact<.rrs for his
clorrbts rtrrd lresitations, rrtrd lrittr:nrcss iucreascs. -\

t(-'tr1fi1111, ,i ,'rt l',t!,' I 2)
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The politics of non-politicals are dangerous.

-Stephen Spender, lndian Erpress, December 2.

Nlost of us are far more concerned about our neutra-
lity, which is dangerously under suspicion, since Mr.
Krishna Menon is roundly attacking the West, while
'Comrade Zorin seems to be hugging the leader of our
U.N. delegation to his expansive breast. The Prime
lVlinister cannot fail to see that the feeling has become
widespread that rve are now almost entirely in the
Congo in the Russian Camp.

-Argus, Eastern Economist, December 23.

\\/hile Indian spokesmen are expounding their
country's foreign policy, criticisrn of the policy frorn
u'ithin would not amount to an act of patriotism.

-V. K. Krishna Menon, Times of lndia,
December 29.

However defective may be the policies of Taiwan
or South Korea or South Viet Nam, their combined
forces of 1-3 million troops and 700 planes help to
pin-down substantial Chinese forces in those areas. .

. . . . . So long as China rernAins irn agglessive po\\'cl'.
it is rvise to reurernbel that it is perhaps other's align-
ment that makes it pr.rssible for us t<l remirit't ttu-
aligned.

-Asokir Mehta, NI. P., Chainnnn of the Praja
Socialist Party, Ianafa, December 18.

'/ Ft)r ctlnrrnunists the study of the worts of L. Tolstoy
is a u'aste' of tirne.

-Directive of thc, Chinese Con.rmunist Ptuty
rlrroted in Neue Zu'clrcr Weitung,

Novenrber 30.

Th<,. least \\'c ciln do is firrrrlv t<l resolve to rvrite ofi
P:rrr<'lislrilrr so l'rrl rrs (lhirrt is i i,ttr'.'rnt'rl ritrtl tltcrt'irft,'t'
gir-r' Chinrr cvcl'\' rcirsor.r to fecl about India uirat

{
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With Many Voices
"The deep

.lvloans round with many voices. Come, my friendS,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." '

-Tetngson.

Our age is ra-cked- by the fanaticisrn of unbelievers. India has cone to feel about China after her bitterest
-Nlichael Polanyi, in his presidential address experience in international relations.
to the Quesf_Seminar on the Place of Science' - -lndian Erpress, Decernler 2g.

and Humanities in Higher Education.

(Continued fron page It)

rneeting of the Legislature Party, called to consider the
resignation of the Chief Minister refuses to accept his
resignatio-n. Another meeting is fixed for thi pdpose
17 days later.

'faken in by the conventional connotation of the
word '-election," the elstwhile ministerialist group pre-
pares for the contest. The long-awaited "adiice" fiom
Mr Nehru at last arrives. In accordance with ig
Dr Sampurnanald announces his resignation from the
leadership of the party and the group sets up the
seniormost Harijan Minister in the Cabinet for election
to the office backed by many of his ministerial collea-
gues, forgetting that the leader in a categorical state-
ment had earlier declared that his Govelrnment as a
rvhole would. retire ,fi'om sftce if a certain person is
elected PCC chief.

The cry is norv raised that N4r Girdhari Lal is a
Harijan carndidate; sectarian frenzy is openly whipped
up;-Mahatma_Gandhi's name is trottedbut in support
of his candidature-altogether a new conception of
fighting an election in a parliamentary democracy.

By this time it becornes fairly well known that Mr
Gupta is r\4r Nehru's "choice" for succeeding Dr.
Sampurnanand and finding that the Prime Minister's
candidate is not having plain sailing, the persuasive
presence of Pandit Pant decends on the scene followed
closely after by Mr Lal Bahadur Shastri. The un- .

opposcd "election" of r\{r Gupta becomes a prestige
isstre vvith the Prime Nlinister.

lVlole chapters of the new brand of democracy are
still to be written. The Opposition has challenged the
constitutional and legal validity of the appointment of
a Chief lvlinister who is not a member of either House
and who does not derive his strength from the people.
It is also being questioned why the legislature remains
prorogued for more than two rnonths to enable the
ruling party to put its hotrse in order.

The trouble really is that son-re limbs of the tradi-
tional forr.n of clernocrircy still survive, such as the
Constihrtion, the legislatrrre and the Opposition, and
and thev crc;rte all thc confrrsior.r. It should be the
,,r1',.",.r.; tlsk .of the Congless to tlinr thesc linrbs in
srrch ir fashion that thev fit smoothly into the new
pattern of dernoclacv ll,ithout causing any acute dis-
t or.nfrrrt to itself.

(,-orrrtest' I I i rul r r s tcttt, 7' itttzs

t

l-,iit(d h\'\r. B. Krn^*rx lnrJ ltrinted at hrlrrrrd Priiltr:rs,5ir Ganrdevi fl()a(1. Il()nrl);rJ' ? and Drrblished for the Democr:rtic Research
Srr.,'icI ir'.'ti Ii l); .' i,l l:'; ),1'rlr:r1rrr.r .;;ilt(lirt Il ir.ri. Rortrlr;r" l
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