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Disturbing Trends
by S. N. AiYer

rnHE an'est of three anti-communist political workers
.l. in Delhi has come as a shock to all democratic-
minded people in India. Holever, such a develoq'
ment sh6uld not have been altogether unexpected.
The Union Home Minister, Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri,
while replying to the three-day debate on the Defence
of India Bill In the Raiva Sabha. had threatened thatof India Bill in the Raiya Sali[ra, had threatened that

hamper the
Governrnent

rvould not hesitate to resort to methods
i_f it had no answer to the public of the
governmental policies, especially in re[ation to the
Sino.Indian War. The Union Home Minis[er, however,
di<i not'specify what type of writings, \speeches or
staternrints 

-he 
considered obiectionable. lSuch ambi-

guity on his part was all the hore intrigding because

of India Bill in the Rajya Sali[ra, had threatened that
government would takg- "fu.ln -and strong action"
isainst writinss in the pless or speeches by membersisainst writinss in the pless or speeches bv members
oi' 

"ny 
politic"al p"tty *hi"h teide{ to create "dis-

affection against 
- the government

war eftort." This was an indication

even rvell-nreaning criticism of the government can
be branded as objectionable if it is unpalatable.

The arrest of communists all over the country rvas
not only understandable but also welcome. Commu-
nists in a democracy, can never be relied upon,
especially while at war with a communist country.
Commuriists are more loyal to Moscow or Peking
than to the country of their birth. The history oT

communist parties in the world is replete with
betrayals of dernocratic governments and democratic
parties. Conrrnrrnists in India are no exception.
Precisely for this reason, it is risky to take chances
with the communists. Hence, the arrest of conrmrrnist
leaders \\'as a rvise move. Indeed, the Communist
Party should be banned.

It rvould be dangerous, however, if good democrats
are treated in the-same manner ns the communists.
No democrat rvould like to create dis-affection against
the Government at the present jrrncture and impede
the s'ar effort. As a matter of fact. every democrirtic-
mindecl person in the country is interested in help-
ing the rvar effort ancl strengthen the governnrent's
resolve to fight the cncnrv fill conrplcte victory is
rvorr anrl thc lost lrrclian territorv is recovt rerl. He
i: ititt;ii^.ti-'rl ir, tr.ltr..,tirrq Lii, lrru1rit,. rt.gar'rirrrg ti,,r
nlttttre. theorv and pla<.ticc of cornnrrurisrn rvitlr
srreeial em1'rhasis on its Cbinese version. There is
:rlisoltrtclv noilrirrq iri tlri.r lttitrrilrr rilri,lr i. lii:..1t t,,

create dis-afiection against the Government and
impede the war efiort.

The three democrats arrested in Delhi were, on the
authority of no less a person than Sri Jayaprakash
Narayan, of proven patriotism. Referring io tfiem Sri
Jayaprakash Narayan said: "They are as good patriots
as I am. I am even prepared to say that they are as
good patriots as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. Lal
Bahadur Shastri." Further, the Resolution passed in
the public meeting in New Delhi is also a teslimony of
their patriotism. The resolution stated: "Though these
people did not belong to any political party now, they
had been actively associated with the Socialist and
Praja Socialist Parties. They were engaged in con-
structive work in the fields'of social work and rural
development. And in the recent months of crisis, they
have been playing a prominent part in mobilizing
public opinion for defence." This shows that the
Government has blundered into arresting the type
of people who would be very valuable eipecially at
the time of crisis like the present one.'

Yet, there is a calculated move in ihe couatry to.
rvards tlrrottling democ.raticirights. of the peopli ar-rd
suppressing even rvell-intentioned criticism of the
government by equating Prime Minister Nehru with
the country. This move is sponsored by so-called
"progressives" and communist fellow-travellers within
Congress and outside. Recently Mr. V. K. Krishna
Menon, former Union Defence Minister, in a speech
in Bombay called for the acceptance of the Hitlerite
cult of "One Nation, One Policy and One Leader".
Stated Mr. Menon: "This is the time when we must
prove to ourselves, to our enemy,'and to the world
that this is the land of one nation, one policy and
one leader." Obviously, the lesult of such a cult rvould
be the emergence of a totalitalian regime. It is
surprising tlrat the name of tlte Prirne Minister is
being exploited to aclvance tlre cause of totalitalianisrn
in this country. lvlr. Nehm is a democrat and it is all
the more saddening, tlterefore, that he has not so flr
publicly condemned the cult of "one nation, one
policy and one leader." Mr. Shantilal Shah, Maha-
rashtra's Education Minister, has rendered a signal
serviee to democracy by describing Mr. r\,Ienon's
slogan as "firscist" ancl rvarning the Indian people
against the acceptance of such n clarrgerorrs cult.

Sometime ago. tlre General Secretarv of tho All-
Inclirt Congres.s Cornmittee. in a circrrlar to Pradeslr
Oongress Clonrmittees snqqested thrt llt critir.isrn nf
,\lr'. i\eiu rr rrrust be regarclecl irs trcason. Althouglr
\{r. Nclrru in hi.s rcpll' to Sivatantrir l)irrtr Clttiir.nlirr.
Plnf, Rangrr dePlecrted the .\TCC iiiculrr,: as Jri,:l,li'
inrl;r'r-r1rr:r. it rs oliviriirs tlrat ,Cctntiituad on ttage 4)



Financirg The War
by Raman Desai

If,/E are now faced with the problem of how to
v v recapture our lost positions from the Chinese

who presumably intend to sit tight on strategic sites
threatening Himalayan passes. The offensive implied
would involve investment in a large air-forcg since
the real issue would be decided by breaking up the
supply routes across Tibet. For such defence material,
foreign aid alone can be effective. For other defence
production, apart from a vast foreign aid which is
available only from USA and UK, we must provide
for an annual defence budget of about Rs. 1000
crores for the next few years. Here, if I may digress,
the political question intrudes itself. If Turkey,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Burma, and Japan are not
attacked and we are the chosen enemy, is it not be-
cause the others are assured of immediate enbry into
the rvar of USA? And if we expect our friends to
enable us to manufacture the vast defence material,
is it unreasonable of them to pose the question: if
your neighbour has a fire brigade of his own, why
call on him to provide you with a complete new set
of ffre engines to satisfy your egotism?

For otir otvn part, $/e ' fiust raise our .resourcqs

through borrorvings, savings and taxation. Assuming
that -taxes are levied arid collected strictly, the
borrori'ing would still have - i'o be' subsiantlal.
Government loans, even at the existing rates of
interest, are absorbed mainly by institutions and do
not attract the rvidespread individual savings. The
question arises, whetl-rer higher rates of interest would
g:enerate savings or channelise savings into public
funds. Another-question is rvhether the modern rvar
can be fought rvith a high rate of inter_est.

It has been argued that in an expa-nding economy
rvith increasing incomes, bon'owing by thg present
generation at liigh rates is justiffed in th-at the-rep-ay-
irrent by the ncxl generatiotr inrposes a lesscr btrrden
in terms of real *oil"y, It has been stated that savings,
on a mass scale, can be generated only by induce-
ment of high rates of interest and that such borrowing
both by G-overnment and industry, in japan, has led
to its phenornenal qrorvth.

With regard to talation, taking the year '58159, the
total asseiees, under income taxes, including com-
Danies, number abotrt eight lacs; 90% of the assessees
ire in the ranqe of income below the super-tax limit.
But these 909 vield among thernselves only 9% of the
total tax levied. Even beltlrv the range o[ income of
Rs. 10,000 a year, tht: assessees number B0% brrt con-
tritrtrte onlv 3,% of tlie vield. It is clear that the yield
fronr clirect taxation colnes rnainh, from the higher-
incorrre grottps atttl c,,trt1)irtrit's. lt r'r'<rtrl.1 thtrs appe:ar'

tliat the-sccipe lor direct taxation is limitr:d. In recent
vears, the kivv of indirect taxes has been he:tvy. But
ilrcst, tax,,'s l,tle tttittti[,:stlv int:tltritirblc, sitictl thev fall
rrrtrrt Iteavill' otr tlte l)ciorcr peoltle.

Ilrrt tlre Centlal lrrohlem in India is to generate

savings, domestic personal savings, among millions of
households. This means that 80% of the people, the
peasants, must be enabled to save. It is unlikely that
in the near future, this percentage can be appreci-
ably reduced. Clearly, if the six crores of families
save, only a tiny bit per head per month, our ffnancial
problems are solved. Those persons who state that
savings can only be effected by large capitalists, and
that industrv should be enabled bv incentives to ac-
cummulate vast savings, ignore tlre true nature of
our economy.

Most of us do not realise what poverty implies
even in supposedly prosperous cities. If we take
Rs. 100 per month for a hot'sehold as a poverty-line
income, how many of us realise that over 56% of urban"
households have a monthly income below the national
average and below the poverty-line? Of Central
Government servants, 85% of them have a basic pay
less than Rs. 100/- per mensum. Thus a large per-
centage of the population have an income below the
per capita ffguie- while over a fourth of the total
popula[ion lives below the poverty-line. Surveys by
Agricultural Labour Inquiry Committees dre even
rnore shocking! Over four crores of the people, be-
longing to the category of agricultural labourers and

- thetr families, accounted for 12% of the entire popu-'
lation. Their per capita income rvas Rs. 104 per year,
I am taking 58-59 ffgures, rvhereas for the entire
population, -the ffgure is Rs. 265 per )'ear. Their
ielative income has gone down in the last ten years.
It must be remembered that these four crores are
citizens and are entitled to vote. For centuries our
oroblem has been of rural indebtedness. This
indebtedness should be substantially reduced. in an
inflationary era; but, on the contrary, the debt has
doubled.

These are the stark facts of life. Consider anotl'er
economy - that in USA. Over 7I% of its families are
in the-middle income bracket. Nearlv 31 million
families, about 58% of the people orvn their orvn
houses. Incidentally for information, the USA occu-
oies 7% of the world's land area and 6% of its popu-
iation. But it produces one-third of the lvorld's goods
and half of ali manufactured products. It is this kind
of almost equalitarian economy which can generate ,
mass savings.

It is in tiie liglit of these facts that a complgte new
re-thinking of -our 

Plans must take place. The two
earlier Plins have rreglectcd agrictrltrrre. Its impor-
tance. as otrr basic industly, has .tnlv recentl'r been
aonreciatecl. We have been obsessed under the leacler-
.iil, ,,f trut' l'litntttrs, rvitlr lti avi' in<lLrstrics. It js onlr'
bt'^enabling this vast nrass of peasants to prodrrce at
a'lrigh ratel to sell at a minimtrm cost to rniddlemen,
itrrcl 

-t:itt'tt 
atlr,:rliti.tt.:li ilt i i:lLl irlotiiii , thlit va-st .sl','irllqs

for clefence pitrposes can bc gencrated'
(Corrtini,ttl ctn Da{e 4)



Open Letter To Members Of Parliament
l\Ite othlish below extracts f rom an Open Letter adclresscrl to ltlembers of Pailiament by ltlessrs' Dfqyampal,
'nnn,it;n,n;,,nndN N DntinoiNeu:Delhi.Tlrctlveeercttoungpublicuorketsknotanlorthetrpatrousnl'&nn\i"i,ifrtr',:r'ii,;;d7! .i;'.-;;i;;iN;; biirJ.-iti" tt,ii:i ,,,L ,toiutg pubtic ,ub,ker' \nou1t f.6r their patriotism arut

iiiii il,riii,:ifii to"uiitiois.'e few dass back thes ucre ahtested under the ,Defence "t l"4q yyl:t-
i;;;r,,,*[i; fir-tniir'i,iiit**'"[il"*Fiiiiiir;i't;,.*ih" i'rtiiiii .m"y ue hnrs,! o,t ,?!oe]?!t!!:b::.*,?,n n^'o.nonn, orrorlhnrlrt ohmtli bp free to criticLse. nrooided' he Cloes not acnMILAdemocracu, in an em.ergencg, ersergbodg shutld be fr-ee to .criticise", propjded he noi ac'tunlly
dCm,OCfACV, eDentn An enl.ergenc!1, eDerqOOuA :;tLuutu uY.lIvv LU LI .L.ub)d, ytvv'weq
i;;p;;il,; .i, egoi.Wh'i;;;i'";;;;i;'-"yi.ir."t'the criticism of ,t\u3:t!y-Wyr: j:-!\29.0::
't;;;r;,' ;;";;'";i,";;i'infr"ii,Z' 'i;;;;fi;1i[inZ- ii";;ii"; or h";putt gthe..uar effort.9,r !P'!!:"1 di!
It in ictual lact. 7'he Lettcr is beiie publ*hed below not becausc u)e necessarilg agree Qith the sieus ex-

pressed but'in order to assert the
it in actual fact. T'he ;;L;;i;;;U:tinia Ui'tiw iot becaisc w" nn"ittn its agrie uith the dews ex-

itti ,lefri of free criticism. ' -Eorron )

Dear Friends,

In a circular recently sent to all Congress lvl.P.s,
M.L.A.s, lvI.L.C.s and Pradesh and District Cong-
ress Cornmittees, the All-India Congress Committee
has said: "Positive stand agninst criticism of the
Prime N'linister should be talien. It must be empha-
sised tliat those rvho criticise him are traitors."

In a broadcast over the All-India Radio announcing
the fall of Bomdila, th-- Prime Minister said: "We are
not soins to tolerate this kind of invasion of India
bv ,inv foreisn country." "We must train ourselves
,,ird ',,uL must"steel or',tt"luet to meet all these reverses
and to make our detemrination still ffrmer and to do
all q'e can to repel and throw out the invader from
Indiar. We shall not be content till the invader goes

out of India or is pushed out. We shall not accept any
ten.ns that he may ofler because he -m1I think thart
rve are a little frightened by some little set-backs"'
"Any set-back which may cc,ne to us in this way,
u'hiclr has been thrust upon q5, will hot permit us

tcl rvaver.in our deternrination." He ended rvitlr: "I
.t'ntit:to -nf.e a pledge to them here and noW that we
shrll see this mftter io the end and the encl u'ill have
to be victcrry fol India."

^\lrts! these are rvords and sentiments which the
cotrntrv hlrs bcen Ilcarirrg the past I5 ycals. Tlrt'
c'ontexl olrly changes. One-day it rnrry be grorr'-more-
food; another, the-buildirlg of 

'rnodern 
temples symho-

lised' by the steel plantsf yet -another titne' n:ttioniil
integraiion or our quarrel with Pakistan or the end-
lcss"fislrt a(ainst old preirrdices and ir hundrcd otlrer
things. The fact is tlrit ill content has been drairtctl
<,Lrt Ytorn such exlroltr'ttions zrnd ir.rsteircl of leirding t<r

(r(rnrAgc, ttt cleterrrlittittion, to hope. eirch Pr()llotlllL't'-
rncrrt 

"ol tlre Plinre l\linister leitt'es tiie people limp.
l)clhaps tlrc Plime \linister lias char.rgecl, Ilirs st'c'tt

the light^. But horv is one to be convinced. The actions
of tiri, Cor.erntncnt of Inclia cluling the Iast '30 rlrrvs

are no poiniers. It is not to ignore the steps Covern-
rnent ltis trrken since October 20. Tirese, in fiict. can

bo enurncratetl. The Printe \{inister tlicl clerrrote tlre
I)t'fc'n,:'e \'Iinistcr irnd then sacked him; but soon after
lrc prrltlicly lcqrettccl this sicp.. A Natiorl:rl I)t'fcrrrt'
( lotirrr,ii ,rtt.l " \-"ti,,,rll 

Citiztr,i' Clorrrrlrittt'c ltirve llecn
folrrtccl. The 30 antl ocltl rnetnhers of the first lrtrvc
vi't to tttcct. Alrotrt tlrc s,-'cotttl. tlrtr less.sairl tlrc lrt:tter"

ln rertlr to tlte (loi't't trtttt'ttt oI lrltlil ott \'rr't'tti]rer
i,\. -iil,)(1. titc L,lttttcs,' irri.i siLi.i: 'i i,'- t.i'iir.,..t' ir.t'1,i' 

''

liltclation alntv s'ill lilrclrlll tllt' Tilrctrrn Pt'olrlr' r'ttttl

dL.fcn,:l thc froirtiers of China."

Which were those borders which China had
referred? Did the Government of India enquire? Did
the Prime Minister think?

it brines nopularitY to call the Chinese "this

tleacherotis eilei'ty," but had not one had sufficient
notice? 12 long years is not such a short time'

Can he *oik'"t member of a team; can he rise

"b;;; uersonal elorv? Above all, is he really sorry
for all ilt" t't"tt iut,icn is there today? In olden times
;;" i; hii position would have crawied hundreds and

t-ho.,san.ls bf *il"t to beg forgiveness of ones fellow-
beines and of the gods ihrrt may be. He at least can

i;;;JE; an unqt,alifii'd public ap-ologv' The people of

iirir 
"ounitv 

wbuld not leny forgiven6ss to an old man,

if he were reallY rePentant.-- 
It is no crime thai in this crisis in' India; -be is not

".,.o1 to the tasks. He has done his part in days gone

trt). gut today is no occasion to look to the past' The
n6ed is to a6t so that 'the Chinese do not qo4oq' qny,

further and are pushed back in reasonable time; more
so, that the fight which is going on serves some pur-

;;r;.'-o;itnf;tt to be certiin t[rat we3re-fightir.rg this
l'rattle u,ith ffrmness, according to some- plan'- .'i."fo.' 

ift" Cl.titt"t" have dome with--a cease-ffre'

This i'tr,iy rightll" be a luse. But if and when the time
for ncuotiatior,r'o, a seltlen'rent comes' one must have

tr"nrri"'t"l,n .',,n do the job and rvho can irlso be

iiiiri"a Uy tlre people. fhe Prime Minister's past

.r'"or,i ls of a r,t-,,.ti 
"dgng"d 

in rr private deal''ih; 
""nol" 

of this cotrntry have been shamed; they

Ir,ri'e lr^eerr'beu'ildert'd hv ihe -rvavs of Government'
ii;.; i;;,; ""t tii"y wait?'lt is for wise.people in this

.lni ntrr. ii'hn"t'"t llte'u 
^te, 

to see that this sharne and

,,;r;;;'.iu.', t.,,tt l,,rr'si its irn,'r.rdt, tl'es r.tot lead to a

;:;;;,i'tt'l',i.'l' n,, .r,,., rlesit'.s. L,ert those be llut in charge

s,lio can act rtgitinst tlie aggressors and not against

their ol,.'n peoplc.
Tl'c neoirle ivho criticise the Prime \{inistet' are no

t"r. p"itini;c than he. If anything their patriotism is

rnor€'rohrtst.

Mr. Menon's Future?
'f\ rut itttclricrv $'itlr \lr. \\:illilrm Rrrrrtlolplt Ilerirs(
t lr'. tlrt' t'tiit,,r'-irr-c'lrir'I of Ilearst ne\r'spapers'

f'rrii,,.l ri,t,;,,t,',i N,rltr,,''l''t'li.t'{ thc frrrnrer f)efencc
iii',ir,,', \it-. Kr isirrra \lt'rrori of trll blanre for the

r r '), '!:i:.. ....1 lli 1r,!,.,,,".rilr irr Nt'f ,

,i',/i'il,..,r,r.i'"n,1 
'i,i,,to,l '',i 

i'lt.' ,'rssihilitv of his rettr'n
(Continrrcd 0n Paee llJ
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(FINANCING THE WAR-hom page Z)

It-is-in this light-that one must consider the pro-
posals for_pmning the social aims of the Plans, iuch
as even dishibution of wealth, promotion of small-
scale units of industry, health ^services, education,
and welfare. One regrets to notice that Mr. S. G.
Barve has attached himself to this school of thought.
Another ardent advocate is Padmabhushan lengar, Iate
of the Reserve Bank of India, in whose case one can
only wonder how rapidly a civil servant, when he
cianges over to private sector service, becomes a
devotee of industrial expansion at the cost of welfare
services. And yet it is only the accumulated savinss
of the vast misses of ths population that can feit
the industrial machine witti capital. Onlv when this
populace is adequately fed, clofhed, freei of disease
and nurtured in all that the welfare services and
community development projects have to ofier them,
that agricultural surplus can be assured and savings
generated.

The ffrst essential is for Parliament to reconstitute
the Planning Commission. A Commission is normally
understood as a body of independent advisers to
Parliament. This Commission ii merely a Cabinet
Committee composed of some Ministeri and a few
insigniffcant nominees. The Planning Commission
should be represented by influential public men and
lechnicians, and act as an independent Advisory
Body. -

Industrial production must be linked to the needs-
of defence. Channels of credit should be diverfed to'
these 'products. ''- '-

. ,We-have to cpnsider the priorities in tefms of lines.
of supply to thi defence plrsonnel. Transport, fuel,
power must be accorded their due place in our
qlanning; instead of attempting a thousind items rve
should complete a few essentia-i lines. While consider-
able effort will have to be exercised by government
in the shape of a policy for developmen"t, for vital
defence pr6duction,^pohby of legislat^ive control over
the trend towards monopoly. the ffeld of consumer
goods and general induslrial-growth may be left to
iree enterprise.

Wealth is a social product and freedom does not
mean unlimited profits, personal or corporate.
Agencies for curbing specuiation, black rnaiketing,
rnonopoly and mergers, rvill have to be devised.
Control rneans corruption and unless government is
determined to control its bureaucracy. waste and in-
competenc-e will run arnuck. Collection of taxes ought
to have the same urgency as levying them. It" is
curious that rvhile Pailiament has- a tommittee to
watch over lvaste, there is no Committee to watch
collection and evasion of taxes. Civil expenditure must
be prurred and supen'ised. One worrdcrs horv u,ith ir
total disbtrlserncnt of over Rs. 6000 crores in clefence
budget over 15 r,ears. the arrnv lacked anrmunition
r.'\'en for outdated riflcs.

The price line rnrrst be helcl. othcrrvise tlierc u'ill
lrt'rro gairr iir t'r,:il inuonles, A blllrrcc of clcrrrirnd arrtl
suJlpll' urust lte rna.intaincd io tlrc essential cont-
rrtctlitit':,. frxid a1111,5. tt ttilcs. srrrlirr. drlrqs.. c,orrl rirrcl

I

cement. The ffrst essential is to increase the Droduc-
tion of foodgrains, prices of which form the base of
the price line of all commodities. Distribution of
essential commodities is as important as production.
The idea of consumer co-operative socieGs is not a
new one and its practice in the past discourages belief
in its eftcacy. But stockpiling by traders and middle-
men can be prevent-ed by selective credit by bankers.

The war provides a unique opportirnity for
organised thinking and effective action, for the simple
reason that the people will support any measure,
however stringent, calculated to bring the war to an
honourable end.

(DIS?URBING TRENDS-frcm page 1)

there is a consistent move in certain Congress circles,
backed by comrnunists and fellow-travellers, to silence
all criticism of Mr. Nehru and his Government.-Mr. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri's warning to the press
and the public in the Rajya Sabha, Mr. Krishna
Menont advocacy of the cult of "one nation
one leader" and the AICC circular branding criticism
of Mr. Nehru as "treason", appear to be the links in
the same chain.

Fortunately, there are people in the Congress
organisation itself lvhb.r*o<jk at such developments
with disfavour and regaf, an)r'move torvardssuppres--
sion- of criticism of Mr. Nehru and the Government
as a betrayal of the conffdence, the people of India
have reposed in the organisation.

It would be in the interest of their own organisation
if Congressmen in general begin to realise that at
the time of emergency it is all the more necessary to
tolerate and even invite pubUc criticism of the govern-
ment's actions and policies. Democratic government
can very much benefft by such criticism, which al-
ways represents the collective wisdom of the people.
Congressmen by inviting criticism will also help to
consolidate the processes of democracy in the country.
The British and the American governments, even
during the worst days of World War II, did not
shirk from public criticism of their conduct'

The present trend towards totalitarianism exhi-
bited in the highest circles in the government and
the ruling party, apart from the communist and fellorv-
travelling quarters, must be resolutely opposed by
all clembcritic minded people of India - both
Congressrnen and non-Congressmen alike' The fact
of national emergency should not deter the people
fronr asserting their democratic rights. Any rvelkr.ress
on the part ol tlte clernocratic-mincled people of Inclia
irr Px'si'rrtirrg a (letcI'lrrtntrci oppltsitiolr trl tltt: tokL-

lita;ian trencls rvill spell disastcr to the democratic
rvlv of life in the countn'.



Cease Fire Or War By 'o Other Means" ?
hy S. R.

"QOVIET PEOPLE rejoice, as they always did, in
I the success of People's China, which. . .has
scaled high summits on the front of peaceful econo-
mic development.. .

"As to India, the rate of her economic growth after
achieving Independence, was slower than China....

"The armed collisions on the Sino-Indian border havc
created a nutritive medium for the harmful bacte.
ria of nationalism and war hysteria. . .

"There are some who already say that Chine desistcd
from hostilities apparently because India started
receiving support from American and British impa
rialists who are supplying her with rrmamentr.

"Thelefore, such people say, the Peoples'Republic of
China realized that if the armed conflict would
continue to develop, it may overgrow into a big war
which would result ln still greator casualties.

"Yes, clearly, Chinese friends considerod tho situa-
tion and this also speaks of their wisdom and under-
standing of the fact that when a rvar breaks otrt
betweei friendly neighborrring peoples, the impe-
rialists always try to profft by that.. .-

"It is not fortuitous that recently there wero arrosts
of Communists and other progressives in India, and
tomorrow, if the war c'ontinues, anyone who says
anything against the war will be considered a
Communist.. ..

"And here you have a rampage of reactionary forces,
thb most rabid militarists and reactionaries.

'This too rvas taken into consideration by the Chinese
comrades rvhen they rvere studying the question of
ceasing fire and u'ithdrau'ing troops."

(Khrushclier', addressing the Supreme Soviet
on Chinese aggression - Reuter - Hirulu.stan
Times, l4th December, 1962).

These were the clear, unrninced rvords of the oracle
of International Communisnr, Comrade Nikita Khru-
shchev, on the question of the "Brotherlv" Chinese un-
abashed aggression ancl massive invasion against
"friendlv" India. This rvas the official policv statement
of the Soviet Union :rt Iast orrtlined preciselv arrrl
clt'arlr'. This staternent g'as the ansu'er to a series <lf
hopefirl endeavours undertaken by Prime Nlinister
Nehnr in his unshaken belief that tlre only sohrtion for
taminq the Red Chinese shreu' la1' rvith the norv
"liberalised and co-existentialist" Soviet Union trncler
Khrrrshcher'. Indian Arnbassrrdor Dutt's efforts wcre
reinforeed by the quiet cliplomacv of K. P. S. \'lenon.
the forrner Ambassador. Finallv, to leave nothing to
rlrartce, no less a persr)n than S. A. F)anqe, (--lrrriririrrrr

of tlrc' Conrrnrrnist Pirrtv of Tnclia. rvirs errcorrritgerl to
pror,r:r'd to l\,los<.ou, rviilr Nelrrrr's lrlessings, to inflrr-
c'nce Khrtr.shchcv in frrvotrr of India against Clrint. -\ll
tlrese IIerctrlean efiolts of Indian <lilrklrnircr' lllotlrrct',1
, ;,lr tlrt' l,olicr rllrtt rri. rrl [tor' Klit ri.;lrt li.r.

In the thick of tlre Clrinese onslnrrqht aqairrst Indin.
it seemecl as thorrqh rnany of the fondly-held end

Mohan Das

nurtured illusions of our leaden would bc givcn up.
The leadership and the nation as a whole w-rc.being
provided ffrst hand with invaluable education 6 tha
realities about Communism. A whole nation, mono-
tonously fed with the illusionr that our leaderr so
fondly held on to, wa! rudely shaken and folt lct
down. For instance, in 1949, when the Red Chinese
hordes conquered the mainland with tho massive help
of Stalin, who turned over to Mao tho entirc armr
and equipment of the crack Kwangtung fapanesc
Army in Manchuria, our leaders interpreted thc Corn-
munist victory in China es a popular rwolution.

In 1948, Stalin directed tho Communist partlor of
the region to start insurrectionary activities. Indie had
its Telengana, Malaya faced e serious throat to its
existence, Burma was ell but conquered by Cornmun-
ists, the Philippines were throatened with tho Huk
rebellion. At that time, our leaders drew e distinction
between Chineso and Soviot Communism, ortolling
the Chinese "Asian variety-. The atmosphere in those
days was ringing with tlre cry of 'Asia for the Asians",
and the -Asian Chineso" Communists wero proiectcd
as "liberal and rnore hunrane Cornmunists", temperod
with "Confucian traditions', - in fact nothing more
sinister than Agrarian Reformers. It was argued that
China, rvith decades of suffering from onslaughts by
imperialists, was at last united into a strong but
humane governmont, whose only'preoccupation for
generations. to come u'rnrld bo with the reconstruction
of the coung'.

Blitish left rvingers like Kingsley r\,Iartin, who were
tlie ideological nrentors of Prime Minlster Nehru,
rrracle orrt the thesis that tho rvorkl should not commit
the "sanre nristakes u'ith the Chinese Cornmunistr ar
were conrrnitted in regard to the Soviet Comrnunistr
in 1917." What tlrey meant rvas that ttre ruthless and
inhtrnran charactel of communism u'as not an in-
herent clraracter of the ideologv itself, but duo to the
fault of "imperialists" who tried to 'liquidate- the
'First \\/olkels' State." This argrrnrent was readily ac-
ceyrted as a c()rlect one bv orrr leaclels. Inclia's policl'
rrrakers fir'mlv decided that Rerl Chirra rvould be liter-
allv given tlie Red Calpet treatrnent. Within one ve&t'
of its dellrrt, ho',vever, the Red Chineso regimo baled
its fanes against Inclia in the mcupation of Tibet. Irt
tlre issrre of the "Radical ljhrnrarrist-, \{. N. Rov therr
rl'rote: -"'l'ht' liberatiorr of 'fibet lrv China - &nnout)ced from

Peking u'ill catrse a lift i'u the lvrical ltrte of Inclo-
( lhinese relirtic'ns. lt is a rrrr{e rebrrff trl Nehlrr's
.\sierr diplorniic'r' baseti (rn an llnrealistic and rl'irlr-
frrl rt'rr<lirr( of tlrr, interrtions and lecorcl of the Conr-
rnrrnist rriqinre irr (.lrina . . He u'txtltl befi'iend
(l0r,,rrrrrnirrn il) ;tri ilrrti-irrtlttrt iitlist folce. ,rs lonq as
,r l.,fr l,.,li., ,i,,,,,, ll,,,r i-n,'rrrrrrr,ic'r' l,rr rir, iltett-
tion to plelse \t'lrlrr altlrorrtIh it rvrxrld flrrttel lrinr
rs long as that set'r'e<l its prrrpose.



Freedom Flrst

'The target of (Chinese) attack (in Tibet) is India.
"Communism in Tibet will be represented by the
expansion of China's military power. This. ..heralds
other conquests in Asia. . .India's turn may not
come soon; but she has reason to be nervous and
doubt if Mr. Nehru's foreign poliry can guard her
against the menace."

(Ra.dical Humnnist, June 10, l95l )
As it ttuned out, India's turn came before long. Not

only did "not a blade of grass grow" in the Himalayan
regions, but the Red Chinese themselves did not
allow any grass to grow under their feet. Within three
years of the occupation of Tibet, they c.onverted into
a mighty arsenal a land which was never a threat to
anybody. By 1954 the Chinese were ready for
grabbing fresh chunks of territory and did so in.
Ladakh, How did the Indian leaders react? Just as
Lenin sneeringly contemptuously predicted. A iecent-
ly documented unpqblished notes of Lenin says:-unpu notes of Lenin says:-oAs a result of my ourn direct observationi during

mv emiqration. I must admit that the so-calledmy emigration, I must admit that the so-called
cultured elements of Western Europe and Americacultured elements of Western Europe and America
are incapable of comprehending the present state
of affairs and actual balance of forces. These ele-
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a problem of policy for our leaders for the simple
reason that this seemed to be "inexplicable behaviouJ".
In the context of continuing illusions about Com-
munism, the Chinese cease ffre was certainly inexpli-
cable. In other words, as Lenin contemptuously said:
"The Deaf-Mutes will believe it." Now Khrushchev
has authoritatively explained the reasons for the cease-
fire. It was because as a whole nation In&a stood up
to resist and was willing to get the courage to discard
her illusions of the past. India was getting in such a
short space of time an education on political reali:ies
that shocked both the Chinese and Soviet Communist
leaders, an education which at all costs had to be
prevented. It could not be prevented if the Chinese
onslaught on India continued. That would have been
a suicidial war for not onlv Red China but Commun-
ism itseH. So "war by other means" had to be found.
Hence the unilateral cease ffre. Incidentally, it also
helped Khmshchev to prdsent the Chinese with their

"Tn;r"t:* low becoming clear, what are the current
postures of India's policy-make"s? Do the old illusions
Iie shattered? Apparently not. There is already a
tendency to look upon this lull as the *posl-war"

period. Already the Prime Minister, in his speech in
the Lok Sabha advocating reference to the Hague
Court of the "Border Dispute", has cut down the
size of the Red Chinese thireat once again to that of
a border dispute. Similarly after correctly assessing
the present clonfl.ict - "'We are ffghting not for ffght-
ing's sake but to save our country,'it is a matter of' '

suirival of freedom, of the Free Soc[etg, of lQdia"-
Nehru went into a paiadoxical anti-climEx by 

-irirme-:-

diltely adding: "it lrotilil be'a poor-thing'if in'an
attemlt to saie our country, we sbmeho* hel_p_ in the
proceis of converting this into a terrible world war"'
Nchrrr's old illusions seem to continue in regard to
the evaluation of Communism. He said in the Parlia-
ment: "China is Communist, of course. We all know
that. But it is a peculiar form of Communism, which
is considered dangerous and harmful eve!, by other
Communist countr-i,es. If you bunch them all together,
vou needlessly increase the animosity."' Thoush (h^rh"h"t's categoricil statement has
been aiailable, though Klrrushchev does not oblige
Nehru by sharing Nehru's rvishful thinking- about
cor-rsideling Chinese Communism "peculiar, danger-
orrs and harmful", the Prime Minister still clutches at
the Sovi,et straw to maintain his vested interest in the
first nristakes he committed about the nature of Com-
munism. The grievancp of Khmshchev about the
arrest of Comminists was apparently hastily assuaged
bv the arrest in Delhi recently of anti-Communists
ttio. with perhaps more to foll6w in strch manner to
"hold the icales even" as part of non-alignment!

\ most interest'ing atpcct of Nehnr's thinking was
revealed rvhen he argued in favorrr of sendinq sueh

Cornrnunists and pro-Commttnists as S. A. Dange
nrrrl i\nrna Rsaf ili on missr'ons to lvloscorv and
( lr;lrlrrilr, r rt:s1-lcctirclv to lllcacl Indie':; casc. Nehnr
.,rrid irr tlre Parlilment: "li is t qtrestion of sending
certain persons in a ccrtain context. For instance- in

' 
'Cttl:'j'lllcrl ot, tlcoa !'

ly

ments must be regarded as deaf-mutes, and treated
accordingly.

'A revolution never develops along direct line, by
. continuous expansion, but forms a ehain of out-
.hursts and withdrawab, Attacks and Lulb, during

. :- ,-which the revolutionary forces gain strength in pre-
. ,L : paration for their ffnal victory.. .:'

. i'\Me must (a) In order to placate the deaf-mutes,
proclaim the (ffctional) separatioin df our govern-

'. ,.. ment and government institutions (the Council of
Peoples Commissars, etc. ) from the Party and
Politburo and, in particular, from the Comintern,
declaring these latter agencies to be independent
polilical*groups which aie tolerated on the ierritory
of the Soviet gocialist Republics. The deaf-mutes
will belieoe it."

'(!) E4press a desire for the immediate lesumption
of diplomatic relatiors with oapitalist countries on
the basis of complete non-inierference in their
internal affairs. Again, the deof-mutes uill belieoe
;t. Thejz s'ill even'-be delightecl and u'ill fing wide
open their doors, throtrgli rvhich ernissaries-rrf the
Comintern and Parry intelligence agencies u'ill
quickly inffltrate into these countries disguised as
our diplornatic, cultural and trade representativns."

"Speaking tlle truth is a petty-bourgeois prejudice.
A lie, on the other hand. is often iustified bv tlre
end. Capitalists the world over and their gove--
ments rvill, in their desire to win the Soviet 

*market

shut their eyes to the above-mentioned actlvities and
rvill thus be hnned into Blind Deaf-Lfutes. They
rvill furnish credits, rvhich u,ill servt Lls as a nrcans
of supporting the Communist parties in their coun-
tries, ancl. llr, srrpplving us u'ith rnaterials arrd tcr.h-
niqries rl,hicJr irre rrot irvirilable to us. rvill rehrrilrl
(lllr \\'i1r iriltrstr'.', rvlrir.lr is,.'sr;t'rriiltl [t,, i,',: [rrtrrr,
r'rttac:ks ort our srrltylliers. In ol lrer rrrc,xls. tlrev r, ill
be lnbouring to prep:rre their orvn suicidc.."
'fl1,- iq1-ri|:1fr-r'rll r..,-,,r.,..fir,' lr, llrr.fl,'.t {'l,i:t,.,,,. , i,.l:f.,-l
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Non - Aligtm ent Plus
by M. A. Venkata Rao

.FHE foundation supporting the Indian variety of
r non-alignment in foreign policy has been destroy-
ed by the treacherous invasion of India by the
Chinese Bhais.

The tragedy that has overtaken us is not in strict
logic the outiome of the policy of non-alignment at
all- but rather that of the accessory notions with which
our leader identiffed it to his ideas, actions and
attitudes. For instance, there is no contradiction in
the nature of things between non-alignment and mili-
tary preparedness-to meet a possible en€my. There
rvas nothing to non-alignment, as such,- tha-t, necessi-
tated trust in Commlnist China and reliance on
Russia's friendliness or neutrality in a possible clash
rvith China. We had ample time to study the situation
rvithout a fflm on our eyes and ample warnings from
the\moment of China's invasion of Tibet. The military
preparations of China in Tibet, building up- ller
irselnal and communications and the warning of the
rrublication of maps including areas of- Indian terri-
tory in their national iurisdiction ( and many more
s,t"h as China's one-sid6d settlement'of her boundary

. claims with Burma in 1956) pointed only to one con-
clusion. viz, a deliberate policy of aggression at the
cost of India. China's part-in Vietnam and Laos was
another indication of her expansionist intentions as

also her encouragement to Communists in Malaya and
IndoneslA. ': 1

: While.preserving an overt neutrality in speech and
action, India coul-d have in pursuance of her non'
alignment policy taken precautions for her own secu-
riti and bnilt her o.un irmed strength to reasonable
levels.

'\\zhat prevented her from securing her 
- 
military

oosjtion ri'as not non-alignment but her faulty read-
inq of the rvorld situation determined as it is bry the
role of Russia, China and their Communist alliance
nledqed to world conquest through aggression via
local Communist subversive parties and open aggres-
sion.

In a rvorcl, Inclia failed to understand the nature
of tlre colcl. uar betrveen tlre Soviet bloc and the free
rvorld.

There are trvo distinct ways in rvhich a policy of
non-alignment could be pursued.

One is the Srviss rvay rvhich prefers to keep out
of international relations altogether in diplomacy or
even IJNO membership, The Swiss keep themselves
to themselves but maintain their neutrality by readi-
ness to fight for it against invasiou or intervention.
The Su'isi are a ntrtiotr armccl capaTtie. Flven Hitler
lct tlrem alone not out of respect for international
larv brrt lrecarrse he could not nfforcl tlre numller of
lilnzcr r'livisions tlrat u'orrlr'l lte nc'cesstn' to hold the
Srliss c[r.lrvn if cclnqrrerecl! 'I'lre Srvectes too u'ere let

alone b1, Ilitler for the sane reason,

India was invaded by China because of lrer un-
preparedness.- Our non-alienment need not make us alxious to
assure Russia ihat *e shall not take armed aid from
the West or from anvwhere else.

But as a matter 6f fact, Russia and her East
Eurooean satellites are pourinq arms into China even
todai. Russia could stof Chini efiectively by refusing
oil zuppliesl

We-could follow the Swiss way of non-alignment
hereafter if we wish to pursue this policy for all time.
We could withdraw from the UN and keep silent on
all matters of international tension and dispute, while
maintaining suficient armed forces to. deter any
nossible aqqression.' Bnt it ii"clear that so long as lhe present leader-
shin lasts. India will not relish such a version of non-
aliinme.rf. She wishes to contribute to international
oeice and Dioqress activelv. She rvishes to contribute
to the form^atidn of internitional public opinion. She
wishes to end colonialism and imperialism in the
world, to which end she is prepared to intervene
verbailv and bv conference and 

-the loan of armed
forces and civii service personnel to the UNO.

Hence the Prime Miniiter qualiffes the descriptiou
of his neutrality by the epithels: positioe or dgnomie.
Militarilv tton-ilieiled hnd non:.involved automatically
with th6 ehdiat6rs of the cold war, he is mbtally
committedto peace, and g-onciliation ahd nsh-yiolence
in so fdr as expression cif opinion goes.

Here he is l6d as much by his temperament and
backsround as bv the necessities of the world situa-
uon."The politici of the world today have become
trulv elobai and international. They 

'are 
no isolated

afiairsl The claims and influence 6f the leaders of
the blocs cover the entire comity of nations, great
and small.

Even Chamberlain rvas found to be wrong when
he thought that the Sudeten German confict in
Czechosl"ovakia tvl'as too remoto from Britain for
interference. FIe hacl to intervene next year when
Hitler invadecl Poland even rernoter than the land
of the Czechs!

The dovetailing of the national interests rvith each
other across nati"onal boundaries has gone so far to-
dav that every national dispute has ropurcu-ssions

"u6**hete 
els'e. Cuba, the Congo, Laos, Ladakh and

Wgf'n have become spotlights of international
interest.--iir-liit 

predicament, a non-aligned nation could

"onfin" 
her iuterventicln to interlrational affairs strictll'

to action in the UNO rvhile refraining fi'om actiorl
on a national Plane.

1'lre rnost inrportant obiective in this p^olicv rvoulcl
be the contlibirtion to tiro fr'rrnration of slnt." tnte
rrrrbltc cttlitti<ltt ott tttttrtttittiotttri tssLlc''i rvttltuuI bra:'
^nutiorral bl icleological, racirrl or irnperialist'

I



Freedorn Fb*

Non-intervention in the rnanner of the Swiss is
negative and sterile and lndian leaders so far have
not been content rvith it. Inten'ene thel' 6,tr1 5,ra
the only way in which the;' can do so rvitlrout n orsen-
ing matters is by contributing light by applying a
humanitarian, universalist or scientific attitude to
public questions.

From this point of vierv, India has failed to live
up to her own claims and standards.

Our non-alignment has become a byu,ord in inter-
national circles for double standards of judgment.
trndia has been understood as leaning to the side of
communists in most questions.

India wobbled in reacting honestly to the Russian
supprossion of the freedom ffghters of Hungary in
r956.

But she was strident, virulent and uncompromising
in her condemnation of the Anglo-French-Israeli
attack on the Suez canal!

India condemns the vanishing vestiges of Western
imperialism without heartl. recognition of the
wonderful shedding of empire by lVestern nations
so fast after the rvar. But she keeps silent about the
far more ruthle.ss neu' imperialism of Russia and
China,

India professes to be a lover of liberty and spilitual
values but she is silent in regard to the ruthless and
scientiftc genocide and control of culture in com-
munist countries. India was ready to s4crifice the
freeclom of Tibet to nlease China eiven as Chamber-
lain tniai to sacriffce the Sudetin Germani to appedse
Flitlirl. : ( : ,.-. t,.'. '

India in her tloinestic policl' gives.respectability
to the communiit partl' whlci ii a linrb of intei-
national conrmunisnr orving primarv loyaltl' to Russia
or Ch.ina or both.

The vgav in rvhich Russia leads and rnairrtains local
national parties of subversion ( as a prelude to a
take-over rvhen opportunitv offers ) is something
unique in historv. It far surpasses the practice of
espionage for information by great nations.

But India suffers suclr a system of international
subversion to go on .both u'ithin lrer borclers and in
the world at large s'ithout a challenge in ttre UNO.
\on-alignment does not rerlrrire silent ac rlrriesc er)ce
irr such subversive aggre.ssion bv a foreign imperialist
sl'stcm r,l'hich has ac<lrrirecl t'ontlol oi'er one-thircl of
tiie u'orld.

To sa1' that u'e are non-alignecl for the sake of
peace necessal'), to clevelop our owr) econolll)' sottnds
iensible but it is not inspiring. Freeclorn is indivisible
round the globe. \on-alignrnent is consistent rvith
the championsl-rip of freetlrxl tlrrorrglrout tlre globe,
but only througlr the tl\O clrirrrnel in tlre rerrlm of
lrtrblic opinion rvlrile refrairiirig frorl tlliant'es u,ith
either bloc.

Such a lloli<'r uorrld lrc rlrrite consistcnt u'itlr tlre
c'asliiering of irrterlnutiorurl c,onrrnr.rrrisnr in tlrc forrrr
ot' tlre CPI irr rltrr miclst arrrl rvitli tlrt' r'irlling of an
iirucstigai.iorr irr tltc' Ir\() irrto its rilrirrrt' lirrrl nictlirl<ls
irr tlie u'orlcl lt lalge.

Interventiorr ir.r tlrc l'olrlrtiort ol' irrrlil ic otrittiorr
ilrlortglr t \( ) liitrtir.ilrltir;rr n lril.' r't'ilriiirirrg litxrr
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action in actual relations and promoting a world
federation to banish war for all time would perhaps
sl,nthesise orrr contradictory ideals better than the

self-stultifying attitudes of favouritism to thepresent self-stultrtylng attltudes ot favountrsm to the
Soviet bloc and softness to communist ideals and
techniques despite of our creed of truth and non-
violence.

N{r. Khrushchev's speech in the Supreme Soviet on
December 12 is revealing. Apart from his objection to'
the Sino-Indian War as likely to spark a wider nuclear
conflagration, he lets the cat out of the bag by express-
ins diinleasrue at the arrest of communists in India.
Hb'feais that it betokens the growth of Nationalism
that will obstruct Communist infiltrationl Thus India
has no greater iustification for trusting Russia than
China!

(CEASE FIRE-from page 6)

choosing a delegation to go to regions in Africa, it
was noaa person who was known for his brilliance in
India's pasl and present history who was to be chosen
but on6 who understood thi people in Africa and
rvent "with the right kind of approach" to them. For
instance, a person sent to the Soviet Union must be
one r.vho is appreciated there and whose views count
there." He then sneeringly referred to Prof. Ranga and
comrnented: "There is no use my sending Prof. Ranga
to tl-re Soviet Union. With all respect to him, my
sending hirn there will only ,ruin our case so far as
the Soviet Union is concerned."

This was an interesting revelation by Nehru of his
tlrinl';ing. He was practicallv admitting that -Dange's
\{oscoral visit and- Aruna dsaf Ali's Colombo-visit
,r,erei ",ny sending". Even more interesting was- the
vardstick rvhich he outlined. When one remembers
ihe alacritv u'ith u'hich he deputed Krishna Menon
to the U.S.e., and one recnlls the extraordinary
lenqths to rvhich \{enon rvould go to needle U.S.
qovernrnental and public opinion against India,
Nehrir's present vardstick ceasei to have much
lneaning.

The lllusions certainly continue. The "post-rvar'"
period rvill only entrench them. In fact the cease-fire
is preciselv intencled by the Cornmunists for this_pur-
po.se. Evcn if the rvrrr on Inclia u'as- pttrelv " C-9T-
intrrrist Clhinese affair, the cease-ffre has become "the
u'tr bv otlter rneirns" of ttre rvhole international com-
rnrrnisi apparatus on Indiir's free society. To meet this
"r,'ar bv^other means", the continuing illusions rvill
ha.r'e to be renroved. Lenin, Khrushchev and Muo
have rlone their best to remove the illusions. This has
been the real communist aid to India, not the tr4lGs-

fibet Fights for Frr>edorl-
,\n Orierrt Lottqtrirtns Ptrblication
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God That Failed
by Devadas Kini

f\UR sod has failed. But the tragedy is nobody
t/ d"t""r to say that we are worshipping-at the shrine
and burning incense at the altaf bf the god that
failed, and we should stoP iL

Oui eod is. of course, fhe policy of non-alignment,
which ive have elevated to t-he siatus of a principle,
a creed. a doqma. nav-o religion. That is the funda'
mental'fault "witir tliis policy. No policy, however
noble it may be, can taice- tlie place of enlightened
self-interest.'Every nation h-as some permanent inter-
ests but no permanent friends and enemies or perman-
ent policiei If any policy has ceased to serve our
natioinal interest, we have-to throw the policy aw-ay'

Our nolicv of-non-alignment has failed and failed
miserabTv b6cause it was- out of touch with reality. As

Prime Minitt"t Nehru put it, we were living in an
artiffcial atmosphere of our own creation' or as 

,

President Radhikrishnan has pointed out, we were
credulous and negligent' O-ur- non-alignm-ent. policy
has disintegrated it ihe touch of- reality. Whether we
like it ot nit, we are aligned today or perhaps West-
ern countries have aligned with us.

Whv is our oolicv 6ut of touch with reality? This
is beciuse *e it"tted from wrong premises and came
io *rong conclusions. What are t}9 premises, basic.
assurhptlons of our fore-ign policy? We believe that
there ^are two warring blocs 'in the world trying to
dominate the worldr ive believe th4t wq should not
ioi" a"v' of itt"tu'iiiititdry bl-ocsitsiiilttia{,we should
decide 6verv issue oir its merits.- 

There is something basically wrong with these basic
assumntions. It is n6t true td say that there are two
blocs. 

^There is only one bloc and that is the Soviet
bloc. This bloc is s6lid and monolithic. Of course norv
there is a rift between Russia and China, but this is

more tactical than real. Both believe in exporting
their foim of government and sociefv' If China wants
to impose thi-s by force on other countries, Russi-a

iti"i t^o achieve this through the Cominform, through
u nnn column in every cduntry. If Mao says that he
is not afrnid of "papirr tigers" and believes in the
survival of China^after a-nuclear '*'ar' Khntshchev
savs "DaDer tigers have atomic teeth" and atornic
Ld*t t'*^ot 

" 
ni dittitt"tion between Communists and

others. It is not exactly a rift but it is just a difierence

"i."itint. The diffeience between tlie two is, while
khrrishche'u believes in more peaceful methods to
achieve the goal, Mao does not. But the fact remains
ihai both wint [o conquer and dominate the world'

If we turn to practical side, we -see it is Russia

"'tifutt 
l'tas e"teuclicl its s'rvay after the second u'orld

t,o, ou". easteln Europe by force. So also China'
It has occupietl Tibet and iried to conqucr K9t91'
Indo-Cltina incl Laos. China's aggression against India
is iust a tlirrt of its trlalt to dorlrirratt: Asirr'- 

iirt, !.,t L,r.'.. tlit: \1't;li'rrt 1';:itlo:r' 
'Fl'r'"'1' 1'r11111f

ries clo not constitute a bloc, 
^bec-'attse thev do not

aAree rvith each other except on a few fundamentals
oie of which is containing communism or stopping
its march through force. Since Russia and China have
extended their-domination on other neighbouring
countries through force of arms they have created
NATO and othEr defence pacts. These countries do
not have anv ambition to ilominate the world. As a
matter of fa6t whatever empire they had built during
ih" fgth century has beeri liquid-ated or is in the
Drocess of liquidation'^ So it is th^e Russian bloc which is a threat to the
peace of the world today' Since we are wedded to
^peace onr place is naturally with the \M-estern coun-
ties. Therd is one more bond that invisibly binds us
to the Western countries and that is the democrstfc
wav of life. They are as much open societies as we
arJ while Russiair bloc countries are closed socieHes'

- 
insoite of this whv did we not take this position?

That'is because of irast memories, the memories of
subiugation and domination by the Western countries
of -m6st of the Afro-Asian countries. It is not an
accident that only these newly- inde-pendent countries

"tu-"o"-"lisned.'It 
is the cbloniaf past that made

It L" 
"o"-"iiqned 

nations turn a Nelson's eye towards
Hunearian r6volution and Tibetan subiugation' Con'
ilii"i"a as they are by the past, they ilo not see the
oresent clearlv and 

'cannot visualise the future'
tt ir it the reason why most of these non-aligned
cdfintries are neutral torii,ards the Soviet bloc' But the
;;-;h."ie-not 5e allowed' to cloud'our- visioi..l"At'
ieast the Chinese aggression against our country
iho"ld be an eye-opel-et to all ihese countries and
India in narticular.- 

Now l^et us analyse the situation created by the

Chinese aqgression on India'- 
Chin" hli created a "situation" not a 'dispute" to

borrow a phrase from Shri Menon who -used it in a

difieie"t cbntext. But most of the non-aligned coun'
tti"t t"u* to think that it is a dispute. There is an

"nni"tiion. 
pure and simple. But tlie six non-aligned

cSilntries wio met recently at Colombo have not

"hor".r 
1s lsqqqnize it as sucir and condemn it as suclt'

I do not knoriu'hat is not clear here in this situation'
By not condemning this aggression they have con-
a6-""a themselvef and ri[at is more, they have
condemned the non-alignment policy' All those coun-

iti;;i;t have not "oid"-tted 
this aggression with-

out mincinq any u,ords have betrayed,-in fact, have

;tubb"J lhE non-aliened policy in- the back. There

-av be ur, "*"rrr""as 
falr ai the Flungarian and

Tibetan problems are concerned. but there is no such

nretext available in this case. lt is a very strange

iron-alignment policf indced- rvhich gquates the

"nor".rlot 
and iti viciinr. rvhich allou's the aggressor

to-'iccp tlrc frtrits of its aggression' A non-alignment
1;,,lir.r,^,.lri,'li trr,'r'tr. itstlf rrr'rrtral Jlehr"'en risht and

(Continued on Page lUi



An Instructive Reality
lThe following is the English trsnslation of an article wlilch uppeared in El Plata of t\[onteaedio, one of the
most prorninent iournals of Uruguag.)

f, T this crucial jrtniture in our struggle for the munism. What is really disturbing, however, andfl survival of dernocracy, a neutralist movement has deplorable, since it concerns us moie closely, is that
arisen in various quarter like a kind of appendage to there are plentll' of people rvho, in their anxiety to
the great ideological gl1uqele rvhich divides the world. rvin a follorving and gain v_otes, are prepared to flayBut it is only a qualiffed neutrality, since it openly upon the inexperien* _oJ tlre young, wTro have 6nly
attacks one cainp, and -spares no pains to demonstrate recently entered _the field of politics-and consequently
its least mistakes and defects, while it ignores or have no knorvledge of our past and our dembcrati-c
generously excuses those of the other side. It is also traditions, by eiploiting tirat mistaken, romantic
a siricidal neutrality, as we have previously pointed sentiment which makes them back what they con-
rtut, since at the very moment rvhen it is imperative sider the u'eaker side, s'hen in reality it is they who
to act positively in orcler to survive, it acts as a minus are the stronger since they are whoily unscrupulous
quantity for its own side. . in the prrrsuii of tlreir aimi.

If there was ever any doubt on this score, it rnust This is something rvhich merits serious thought if
have comple:ely disappeared rvith the Indian crisis. we are to avoid irireparable disaster. India's mistake
Ior it is Indirr that has been the principal champion and ils dire consequences ate no empty mirage, but
of neritrality, of taking neither one-side ior the ofher, a very concrete and tangible reality. ^ '
although on several occasions she has veered fror.n
her middle coul'se, and alrvays to the same side. Norv, GOD T|AT FAILED-front page g)

she is piry'ing dearly for her belief that she can remirirl rvrong is really neutrality with a vengeance. I know
gtr the lringe of the rnain conflict rvithout b-ecoming that fhese countries are-militarily noI strong but it
ihtoh'ed..,This young Republic, a natiron-that believed is a surprise to know that they are not morall"y strong
in her millerriurn, is norv feeling the full force of her either.
disastrous rnistake _as she stands at one of the nrost The same attitude of neutrality between right and
telrifving ci'ossroads of _her long histor1,, and- faces - wrorig has been taken by Russia. Khrushchei in his
lhe aggression-of a neighbour, who she has so olten 'r€cent speech saysr "Did€hina ever set the task of
defsntlqd in the l"Iniled Nations Assembly, fiehting invhding India?'No. !Ve'rq'ect; the contentions as
for her aclrrtission its a nrember state. This neiglrbotri .slandero'us. And, of cou*el 

-we 
also absolutbiy dis-

lias norv turned on her. arrd for the last ferv-n'eekl ',alioirj the thought that'Indid tnAnted to start wai with
has been pouring do*'n from the morrntains in the China." Khruslichev says in the same speech that to
North her full armorv in an ambitious rrttemnt to accept arms aid from'the U.S.A. and 

-U.K. is "like
extend hcr dominion o\:er the fertile Girnqes *allcy, prrttiug thcir lrcatls into rt r.roose ancl fall into clepenrl-
:lrd, in the c'ountry rvhere Garrdhi prerrclrclcl his cnce." BLrt the sanre Khlushchev, if press reports are
rnessil!{e of peace. irnpose a totalitarian system that to be believed, has allorved 13 trainloads of arma-
treuts a nlan as a mere nunrber, ar.rcl in the collective rnents to pass thlough Russia to China from Czecho-
jrrterests of- th-e governmeni tlirrnples frrrnily. creed and slovakia. And China-has to depend entirely on Russia
libelty uncle-rfoot. lor petrol as u'ell as other stlategic war maierials. Call

Norr', in tltis cotrlttrv rve lritve the errrious snectircle it double-talk or vghat you like, but there it is. Here
of these neutralists oi "tliircl-paltvists". rvho 'htrve so I am tempted to recall ivhat USA did rvhen the triunr-
ofit:n veerecl ft'onr llrc'il nricitilt'cours(' {it is not lrrrr',1 r'irate, tI.K., Flance ancl Islael, attacked United Arab
ttt see rvltet'e tlreir reril svrt-rprrtliirrs lie in spite of rrll Reprrblic. US,\ sultpoltecl UAR rrr.rcl r-rot its allies.
iheir eflorts at c'ottc'etrltnent). and u'lto vociferorrslv We have receiveci nrassive ancl pron.rpt aid from the
ircctrsed tlre LIS,'\ of arr allcged invnsirtn of Crrbri. M'estern countries. It is vert' interestirig to speculate
appealing to take no notice 

-of 
Cornrnrrnist China's u,hether there rvould have been any iivasioh if we

inva.sion of Indirt, And 1'et this tinre it renllv is irrr lrrcl ir nrilitirrv pirct u'ith tlie \\rcst. Trrs. ils \\'e cAn-
iuvasion, ancl India u.rrs almost conrr-rlett'lv clefenseless. not allord to foiget the massive invasion by China,
because she believerl that her rnnch varrnterl nentlrr- rve should not foi'get the massive aid from the USA
litl' u'ould act as .t kind of protection. You mav sav nnd UK.
tlrat the lfirnrtllt'an ft'tlntit'rr is a lorru q'itv al'rtv. and ;\rr rq<t'isin{ realt'.ris.tl is.rrllecl f'r i' o.r fore-
tlrat tlrc Cltirtcsc lct of irqql'ossion is an (rvt,ut rr'lri<'lt ign rtolicr'. \\/c lrarc trl rc'-olient it to serve ollr en-
s,':rtr'.'l\' ( i)lr('ct'lts tts. l)rrrt tlorr't l:olact ilrrrt tli,.l,rrtr't' liglrti'rrcd- scl!f-intcrcst. \\/tt sltrlukl recognise the
no Ionger ('tlttttts. arrd tlrrrt it u'rrs tlris vclv f '.'t rvlrir'h irrvisi[!'.- llrt sirorrq bonr'ls s'ith tlre clenrocratic coun-
allttu'r,'tl 1t,11:5i;t 

"r'itlr tlre crtltnit'llnt'r'of (l:rstlo lo tlies uucl strenqtlrcri tlrcsr: bonds. \\/c sltbuld also

\l'rlti crillr'<1.'.ilro u'otrlrl. I tlrinir. tr::rr irr llis qlrr.r' couutrics to rlr:fcnrl tlrcir frccrlonr ancl c'oopcrate in
itith shrrrnr-'lrnrl in,lirnrrtiorr if Jr,'r'oul,l st.c.his orlrr tlre cconorlic fielrl. \\tc clrnnot afforcl to forget the
(,,i'i rtt i, i'r.ri,'! ll,, r,t,.il, ,r,i'ri,,ri,,i llrr,..i.,r, (.,,,.- 1,,,.,,,,..1,.i.;,i l.. i,r'r,l:.1:iti-. :ltr!,.,r'iilrl,'r'ort

l(t
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If /E welcome the decision of the Governments of
VV Lrdi" and Pakistan to get together directly and

try to resolve all outstanding problems between the
two countries. These pending problems have been
not only bebevilling the friendly relations between
them but were also-coming in the way of mutual co-
peration which is essential for the peace and stability
in this strategic region of the Asian continent.

In the cont-ext of the unprovoked and well-planned
Chinese aggression of Indla, both in the North and
the North-East, it is obvious that Chi4ese success
rvould threaten the stability and int.egrity nqt -only of
India but also of Pakistan. This is so obvious that it
is hard for all inteltigent people of the subcontinent
to overlook it except at their own peril. It has there-
fore become imperative that early -steps sho-uld be
taken to organise ioint defence by the two countries.

The most difficult issue between the'two countries
is that of Kashmir. Prestige on both sides has been
put at stake. But two hopeful factors are now present.
One is that the discussion is to take place in the back-
ground of a new and a more realistic 4ware-ness of the
Chinese threat to the sub-continerrt.qp-a whele"in case
it is not effectively resisted while there-is,.y.et time.
The other is that the,talk is directly betweeri the trvo
parties and no third party is involved and neither is
there the world forum of the-United Nations -where
there is a natural tendencv towards defensive debate
rather than for arriving it a give-and-take compro-
mise. Thus a private and confidential talk free from
legalistic commitments of the past is more conducive
to-produce positive results. It may be further noted
that this time both the USA and.-Creat Britain are
genuinely interested that this bilateral endeavour suc-
ceeds and this should create a more helpful climate
for the same.

In vierv of the changed international and strategic
situation in rvhich India and Pakistan find themselves,
the Kashmir problen, in our opinion, no longer
obtains ( or should obtain ) that status and stature as

it did before in the eves of the tu'o cotrntries. In vierv
of the larger and more enveloping threat to the- very
existence 1f India and Pakistan, it is this latter
ouestion that needs concerted action and the Kash-
riir problem has become only an irritant and an
obstrirction that must be removed at the earliest.
Therefore, we urge the governments of the trvo coun-
tries to step douir from-the positions of prestige and
prepare themselves for a realistic compromise, kc:ep-

ing tl:e larger issue in the forefront.
If lndia -goes clo.vn before thc Cl.rinese, Paki.stan,

both east aird rvest, is bound to bc dominated b1'
Cl,i,'r. On the ot|cr ]ra1cl , tg 1>rlllstrLrr irrster,-l of
beconling an active ally in a ioint clefence. against
the Clrinese remains inimical [o lndia rvhile lndia
is figl1i111q tlrc Clrint'sc, ttot otrlv Kaslrrrrir ll'ill ht'
tlrrcatc'necl btrt botlr Assatu ancl Bengal s'ill be vcrv

A Statement On Indo-Pakistan Talks
flssaed by a number of protninent intellectwls of Calantta]

seriously threatened, let alone the loss of Nepal,
Bhutan-and Sikkim as independent States friendly to
India.

We believe that as a solider President Ayub Khan
is well aware of tfiese implications and he will not
lose his sense of balance-by the myopic vision of
some of discredited politicians in his country whose
onlv staole political diet consists of anti-Indianism.

We alio uige the Government of India to consider
the overwhelming advantages in the prospect of ioint
defence by the two countries on the basis of any com-
promise that may be arrived at honourably.^ Finally we hofe that the peoples of the-two coun-
tries will raise 

^their voice of- unity and sense of
urgency, and will urge their Governments to open
a new'chapter in the relation of the two countries in
this historic hour, outgrowing the one of bitterness
and distrust once-and f-or all."Iogether we shall ffght
and live free; singly, both of us shall be devoured by
the Communist dragon.

Srikumar Banerjee Gobinda Lal Baneriee
Kazi-AMul Wadud Captain Bhag Singh
Ajit l(umaf'Duttq K. M. Yusuf
Proi, Anilan, Duttb . .II. Ghoshll .

K,,{ sinha
Dr. Bhupal Bose Charles Newton
Prof. Dilip Chakravarty Kshitindra Nath Chorvdhury

(Mr. MENON'S FUTURE? - fran page 3)

to the Central Cabinet. He said, "He may be back,
but oerhaps. not for a while." This is the worst news
of tfie weik and the month. Mr. Menon had to go
because the people had lost conffdence in him owing
to his pro-Communist and pro-Chinese policies
pursued Cince he became the Defence Minister. He
never regarded Comrnr,rnist China as a danger and
an enemy and therefore allou'ed the Army ancl the
country to remain in a state of unpreparedness. The
Prime r\{inister realised that the nation-wide united
'"var efiort, rvhich rvas the need of the hour, would
not take place as long as the Defence Ministry
continued to be in the hancls of a person rvhom the
people did not trust. The same position continues
even today, and the Prime Minister should realise
that tlre people have not forgotten the harm that VIr.
lvlernorr clid to the defences of the country and have
not forgiven him. The unity and solidarity that exist
torlrrl' rvill disappear if he is brougltt back into tlre
Cahinet. It is to be lropecl that the Prirne \'linister
r.,,ill takr: into accottnt the intcnsity of public feeling
orr the issue artd rvill riot iusist otr foisting otr tlte
('{)ulltr'}'ltrr ttttttrillttctl 1t,.:t'sott trs lr \{itiistur t,i irl r.llt'

other ctrpacity.



-Tenngson,

The Committee of 100 has perhaps hnished with
America for the moment: will it now demonstrate
asainst India for its attack on China?" 

-Mr. R. lvlcGregor in a lettel to the Manchester'Cuardian Weekly, November 8.

Underdeveloped nations have a certain 'feminine'
rrttitude torvards peaceful nations; admiration for the
strongest, regardless of ideology'"-iilbErto Frevre in Enc-ounter, November 1962.

The important thinE at this print is not to be in
de Gaullds qovernmeit but in de Gaulle's mind.

-Ex Premler Pflimlin quoted in Time, November 30.

lVith the heat off Cuba, Communist pressure against
India confronted U'S. with a challenge on another
front and of a difierent sort - that of trying to save
"neutralist" Nehru from the Reds he had Iong
befriended.

Back Nehru to survive.
-lt{r. V. K. Krishna lvlenon quoted ii Free Press

Iounn| December 8.

lVe cannot 6ght rvhat rve do not understand.
-Mr. Nissim Ezekiel in Current, December l.
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China does not nratter because it

Ilinclustan. Times, Decernber 17'

He.(Prime lUinister Nehru) should have beeu dis-*milsed 
l<ing ago... . .He has failed us so many times.

-Prof. N. G. Ranga in Parliament quoted in
Tines ol India, f)ecember ll.

Unity can onlv be formed in India behind the Con-
gress Party. and in the Con.qress Party only behind ml
fathor.

-Indira Gandhi quoted in Thne, November S0.

Our policy of non-alignment has been a policy of
pursuit of peace bv compromise u'ith evil. 

-

-R. Jcthairitrlani in Opinion, Novenrht:r 2i

The Colombo Conferince failed to'acknowledge..at
least publicly, the patent fact of Chinese aggression
was &ident'from its deliberations.

- Hindustan Tintes, December 18.

Khrushchev said he feared for us modern liberals'
He saicl we \l'ere too liberal to fight' I suppose he
thousht we'd stand there for the n-ext hundred years

sayin? "On the one hand - but on the other hand"'
"- Robert Frost quoted in U.S. Neos & Woicl^ Report, December 3.

Opinion insicle
tloes lot exist.
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With Many Voices
"The deep

Means round rvith many veices. Come, my friends.
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

"Once India is strong enough to liberate itself from
Nehru and his peremptory -idealism, liberating its
territories from the Chinese invaders will be child's
play."

-George E. Floris in a letter in Time, December 14.

The word 'non' has become a part of our rnental
equipment. We have non-co-peration, non-alignment
and non-violence. The only word with which thris 'non'
can go is sense.

-Mr. K. Hanumanthayya quoted in
Indian Express, November 10.
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