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Rededication

M. R. Masani

IN June 1952, some of us established Freedom First
as a little journal that would “work for an open
society” and “keep the windows of mind and heart
open”. On the front page of our first issue we had
observed that “all choices are tentative and therefore
the frame-work of free debate is the only condition
that assures that wrong choices will be set right. ...
Against the strident voices of regimentation, the forces
of freedom have to rally not for the success of some
sect or a cause, but for retaining for the people freedom
to choose and to change.”

Elsewhere in our first issue we had described the
new threat founded on the theory and practice of
totalitarianism as “the gravest challenge man has faced
in civilised history. Indifference or neutrality towards
this totalitarian tyranny amounts to a renunciation of
the Indian tradition and our human heritage and a
betrayal of all spiritual values.” Two hundred and
thirty-five months have passed since then and that
threat is far more acute today. The fundamental free-
doms of our citizens are under direct attack from those
in authority and their followers.

A veritable Marxist counter-revolution is in progress
taking away from the Indian people a great deal of
the freedom they achieved in 1947. On December 2,
1971, Jayaprakash Narayan, whose passion to combat
poverty and whose love of the poor shines in com-
parison with that of anyone in New Delhi, described
the 25th Amendment to the Constitution as a “reac-
tionary and totalitarian step”. “The Prime Minister and
her colleagues”, Mr. Narayan said, “seem bent on
destroying the foundations of democracy so clearly
laid down by the fathers of the Constitution, including
Jawaharlal Nehru...... It should be a matter of
shame that even such fundamental freedoms as those
of speech and association and movement are going to
be subjected to the whims of the State on the plea of
demands of socialist policy.”

The freedom of the Press in India is also in peril.
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Whether through legislation or by the mere threat of
legislation, there is grave danger of the larger and
better organised newspapers being made to conform
more and more and the voice of dissent being stilled
in so far as they are concerned. It may well be that in
the next few years it will be only small “rags” like
Freedom First that will be able to keep the torch
burning.

Impelled by these considerations, I have agreed, with
the encouragement of our young Associate Editor, to
the plea of my old friend and colleague, Mr. V. B.
Karnik, the veteran trade unionist, to relieve him of
the burden of editorship which he has carried with
such dedication for six years. In order to equip Freedom
First for the more strenuous challenges that lie ahead
we are, to start with, making a small increase in the
number of pages as from this issue.

Freedom First brings greetings to its readers, many
of whom are scattered in remote parts of the country
and who, as we happen to know, look forward to its
arrival to bring them not only information and com-
ment but also the inspiration and courage to keep up
their own efforts in the cause of freedom. We carry to
our readers our pledge to rededicate ourselves to the
task for which this journal has stood for nearly two
decades.
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