
50 p. 

236 A .JOURNAL OF LIBERAL IDEAS 

JANUARY 1972 

Rededication 
M. R. Masani 

JN June 1952, some of us established Freedom First 
as a little journal that would "work for an open 

society" and "keep the windows of mind and heart 
open". On the front page of our first issue we had 
observed that "all choices are tentative and therefore 
the frame-work of free debate is the only condition 
that assures that wrong choices will be set right . ... 
Against the strident voices of regimentation, the forces 
of freedom have to rally not for the success of some 
sect or a cause, but for retaining for the people freedom 
to choose and to change." 

Elsewhere in our first issue we had described the 
new threat founded on the theory and practice of 
totalitarianism as "the gravest challenge man has faced 
in civilised history. Indifference or neutrality towards 
this totalitarian tyranny amounts to a renunciation of 
the Indian tradition and our human heritage and a 
betrayal of all spiritual values." Two hundred and 
thirty-five months have passed since then and that 
threat is far more acute today. The fundamental free­
doms of our citizens are under direct attack from those 
in authority and their followers. 

A veritable Marxist counter-revolution is in progress 
taking away from the Indian people a great deal of 
the freedom they achieved in 1947. On December 2, 
1971, Jayaprakash Narayan, whose passion to combat 
poverty and whose love of the poor shines in com­
parison with that of anyone in New Dell1i, described 
the 25th Amendment to the Constitution as a "reac­
tionary and totalitarian step". "The Prime Minister and 
her colleagues", Mr. Narayan said, "seem bent on 
destroying the foundations of democracy so clearly 
laid down by the fathers of the Constitution, including 
Jawaharlal Nehru ...... It should be a matter of 
shame that even such fundamental freedoms as those 
of speech and association and movement are going to 
be subjected to the whims of the State on the plea of 
demands of socialist policy." 

The freedom of the Press in India is also in peril. 

EDITOR: M. R. MASANI 

Whether through legislation or by the mere threat of 
legislation, there is grave danger of the larger and 
better organised newspapers being made to conform 
more and more and the voice of dissent being stilled 
in so far as they are concerned. It may well be that in 
the next few years it will be only small "rags" like 
Freedom First that will be able to keep the torch 
burning. 

Impelled by these considerations, I have agreed, with 
the encouragement of our young Associate Editor, to 
the plea of my old friend and coUeague, Mr. V. B. 
Karnik, the veteran trade unionist, to relieve him of 
the burden of editorship which he has carried with 
such dedication for six years. In order to equip Freedom 
First for the more strenuous challenges that lie ahead 
we are, to start with, making a small increase in the 
number of pages as from this issue. 

Freedom First qrings greetings to its readers, many 
of whom are scattered in remote parts of the country 
and who, as we happen to know, look forward to its 
arrival to bring_ them not only information and com­
ment but also the inspiration and courage to keep up 
their own efforts in the cause of freedom. We carry to 
our readers our pledge to rededicate ourselves to the 
task for which this journal has stood for nearly two 
decades. 
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Betuseen You cb Me and The Lamp Post l
jCat out of the Bag

QTUDENTS of communist tactics and strategy con-
J nected with agriculture have always larown that
ceilings on land are nothing but a device intended to
destroy peasant proprietorship and to create the con-
ditions for collective farming and the slavery of the
peasant which that system must involve and has
involved in all communist countries. That is why the
communists who took over power under the protec-
tion of the Russian Red army when it occupied the
countries of Eastern Europe ffrst parcelled out the
land in small, uneconomical farms which they knew
were viable and Iater in due course, proceeded to
collectivise the land on the plea that family farming
had proved uneconomic.

Those who imagine that tlle drive for lowering land
ceilings on the part of the new Congress Party is

motivated by other considerations will be sadly dis-
illusioned by reading the frank and honest statement
of Mr. A. R. Anh:lay, Maharashtra's Minister for Law,
in the lndian Erpress on November 29. Mr. Antulay
was reported as having said in Poona that lowering
of ceilings on land "is not an ultirnate solution. It is
only a stopgap arrangement. We do not have sufficient
land for distribution to all the landless persons. There-
fore, ultimately, the whole land will have to be
nationalised in order to provide social iustice to all."

So at last the cat is out of the bag. We have an
indication from an authoritative spokesman of the neu'
Congress Party of the diabolical design which under-
lines the innocent sounding talk of "land reform"
which emanates from those quarters.

As it happens, however, peasants have a peculiar
habit of ffghting for their land and even laying down
their lives for it. Stalin had to liquidate three million
larrded peasauts Krlaks and their faurilies before hcr

could perform the operation in Russia. 'Ihe nun.rber
of Indian peasants happens to be even larger. The
first stirrings of revolt have already manifested them-
selves from rvithin the ranks of the ruling party itself.
History testifies that the path to collective farming lies
through rivers of blood.

Chou En-lai-Then antl Now
rnflE fantastic lirnit to rvhich lristoly citn ltc re-
r rvritten. evcn in thc frcc rvorkl. in the lieht of

c:har-rgcs in Stat,-r policl' lrirs bc'crr lrroLrglr[ [o rrrirrd
lcccrrtl'r' lrv tlrr' tcr.givlrs:rtirrrrs irrrlrrlll,'rl ir: Ir..' Li/r'
r.naglzine u'itlr rcqirlrl to (lltorr En-lai. ln rl r'('('elrt i5^su(r,

the American u'eeklv shou's Chor.r as ir fascinatinq
Itcltltlr:t-[ Clritr..t. jrriillt'],,.r.r ,)., .i ,,,,,5i,1ii.t'u[ ]tr.ii:..'
rt'splcnclctrt in \\'c;1,-'i rr,lr, s,. IIc is tl.'stlilrccl lts'i,ttt'

I

of the rvorld's ablest negotiators. . . handsome and
exuding charisma.. . and tileless", a man who has
"taken only one vacation in ten years." Chou En-lai,
we learn, 'is a master of policy implernentation.with
an infinite capacity for detail.. . ... an administrative
efficiency hard to reconcile with his ubiquity." He
possesses "self-effacing dedication. ... he is practical
and capable of great patience in achieving a goal by
stages." He is ffnally declared by Life as one of "China's
two great men'. This is Life on July 13, 1971.

Now let us see what Life had to say in its issue of
June 28, 1954. There we have Chou described as a
wily Chinese whose "urbane facade has been fooling
people for some twenty years," whose "charm beguiled
many Americans," but about whom the rumours that
he had "killed men with his own hands" were true.
Life in 1954 told us that this Chinese gangster was
responsible for a "spectacularly gruesome mass murder
which in 1931 wiped out the entire family of a political
enemy" named Koo Cheng-chang; only after a lot of
digging the bodies of Koo, his wife, eight relatives
and the family cook were found. Life crrncluded that
this evil Chinaman was safe now in Shanghai, and
"in Shanghai he does not have to worry about the
law; he is the law."
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! . . .*," feature stimulating articles on " 

=i variety of contemporary subjects. A. G. Noorani, !
! leading commentator on politics and the consti- i
I tution, deplores the decline in the art of pamph- l
; leteering and its implications of intellectual !

clegeneration. But all is not lost. Crusading
jor-rlnalist ancl fomrer Indiirn Civil Senice officer,
A. D. Golrvala, at 7l is still vigourously trying to
stem the rnental rot. Associate Editor J. R. Patel
has that story. Elphinstone College junior N. L.
Panjr,vani in his article "Education Should Invade
Politics," writes of frustratious within the educa-
tional system. Brigadier J. P. Dalvi, author of
HinruIagan Blunder, shows a way out by telling
thc story of the Lcslie Sarvhny Programme which
trains youth in lendership and active citizenship.
Yorrng, attractivc thcatre critic Geetir Doctor
lcviervs "Silencel The Cotrrt Is h'r Scssion!" I-t.
(.ol. \l. Ii. (,lrarrclvaclkitl ruvic'u'.s Nali llustclmji's
I:trclruttlctl Iironlicrs arrcl V. Il. Kalnik rcvic*'s
C t tt I I c .\rrrrlr'lr is'/.s.
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Freedom Fir&

Political Defections

HE Report of the Committee of Governors appoint-
ed by President Giri to study various provisions

of the Constitution relating to the appointment of
Councils of Ministers and other matters, discusses
inter alia, what it calls the 'inost disturbing feature
in the political life of our country", vfz., political
defections. Regarding the demand for legislation
banning defections, the Committee states that such
legislation 'would offend against the provisions of
Articles 19(1)(c), 102, and 191 of the Constitution
and would interfore with the right of dissent." On the
other hand, they say that "there is room for insisting,
whether by law or by convention, that a member
changing his party.. . . should go to his constituency
.... and seek fresh election and the approval of the
electorate." Nevertheless, they feel that the issue
should be left to the "development of healthy conven-
tions among the political parties. . . . and the impact
of an awakened public opinion."

It is perhaps surprising that the Committee should
think that the Constitution stands in the way of such
legislation. The Articles cited by the Committee refer
to the fundamental right of association (Art. 19-1-c)
and-disqualiffcation of membership (Arts. 102 and
l9l). However, Art. l9(4) specifically states that
"nothing in sub-clause (c) shall.... prevent the State
from making anu lao imposing in the interests of
public order and morality reasonable restrictions on
the exerc'ise of the right conferred by the said sub-
clause." (Italics ours). AlsoArt. 102(1)(e) permits the
imposition of any "additional grounds of disqualiffca-
tion" by Law of Parliament, apart from those men-
tioned in sub-clauses (a) (b) (") and (d). Similar
power relating to disqualiffcation of membership of
State legislatures also belongs to Parliament under
Art. 191(1)(e), In fact, using these powers, various
neu' grounds of disquali0cation rvere later included
in the llepresenttttiou of the People Act (XLIII of
1951), sections 7-8,

Is there any doubt that political defectioru as

clistinct f.ront bona fcla change of party due to Convic-
tions have militated both against the ordinary princi-
ples of clemocracy and those of public morality, in
view of the elepents of corruption and unscrupulous
rnanoeuvring involved in thern? It is rather naive to
cxpect the political parties, rvhich themselves are the
u'orst offenders, to develop "healdry conventions" at
this late stagc. As legarcls public opinion, it has becn
sufficientlv r<lusecl tqirinst the "Avararns" and "Gava-
rarns" ol icgrsl:rtures, rr'1ro laithicsiiv i,rreak tlrcir paltr
plcclgcs to thc clcctorirtc. llut thc public is helpless
rrqirinst. thcnr. Thcli:[orc. notlrirrg short of legislation.
c.g., lr,r ulv trl .sorrre iLclclitiorral clar,rscs irr tlrc Ilcllrt:-
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sentation of the People Act of 1951, is likely to help
in the eradication of this ugly practice. Such legislation
should immediately disqualify the ofiending member
and require him, if he so desires, to seek re-election
on another party platform.

Broadminded Galbraith

ROFESSOR John Kenneth Galbraith has a refresh-
ing habit of admitting his errors. In his Neur

Industrial State his denunciation of "post ofice"
socialism and planning in India, Ceylon and similar
underdeveloped countries was in marted contrast to
the starry-eyed welcome he had given to the same
policies when he was earlier America's Ambassador
to India. Now in the recently published, revised edition
of the N eu lndustrial State, he admits that the original
version was itself an error in regard to his understand-
ing of planning within the market and planning that
supersedes the market. "It's not hard to admit errors
that are cosrnetically \\'rong", u'rites Professor Gal-
braith. "You can get a great deal of psychological
pleasure in saying 'God, what a broadminded man
Galbraith is'."

Excellent. Now there is one bloomer among the
many Galbraith has perpetrated over the years with
regard to which he has yet to admit that he is wrong.
Four years ago Prof. Galbraith inforrned the world that
the South Vietnamese Government in Saigon would
fall within a week. Some 20O weeks have passed since
thenl When will Professor Galbraith own up to this
egregious bloomer?

I). P. SETIINA

\\/e pay our homage to the memory of N'Ir.

Darab Sethna who died in Bombay on December
L4, Ig7I.lvlr. Sethna was very closely associated

with the Democratic Research Seryice from its
inception. He used to take keen interest in its
activities in spite of his heavy legal work and
poor health in later years. A solicitor by pro-

fession, N,Ir. Sethna rvas the senior partner of tlie
rvell-knorvn firnr of. solicitors, tr{ulla & Mulla &

Craigie & Blunt & Caroe. N{r. Scthna's cledication
to the valrres of liheralism attrl froeclom \\'ils sorrle-

tlring thc \Ioulrg rrttv u'ell elnulatc.



ON PAMPHLETEERING
A. G. Noorani

rftHE decline in the quality of India's public life is
! commonly acknowledged. A vqry striking proof
of this decline is the state of Indian pamphleteering
today. The two phenomena are intimately related. A
man puts pen to paper to write on public affairs rvhen
he feels strongly and is confident of being able to
express himself. Lack of a feeling of involvement, as

u'e know, does not necessarily inhibit people from
writing on or participating in public life, but thel'
assuredly lower the quality of the writing as well as

the standards of public life. "For most of our publicists",
Mr. Nirad C. Chaudhuri notes; "writing is only an
exhibition of virtuosity, and no great communication
ever came from virtuosity. Such writing is always
exhibitionisrn." It ignores what he characterises as the
"fundamental principle of writing on public affairs
which is to feel and have something to say". The study,
the thought, and the involvement produce pamphlet-
eers; men of commitment who are anxious to afiect the
course of events by persuading their fellow men. Public
life is the poorer without these qualities. But it is also
true to say that a public life of quality, in turn,
inspirdi good writing.

Time there was when this virtuous circle operated
in this country. What Aurobindo Ghosh lwote about
Bande lfiataram., rvhich he edited, was true of most
writing on public afiairs then. "It came into being in
answer to an imperative public need and not to satisfy
any private ambition or personal whim; it was born in
a great and critical hour for the whole nation and has
a message to deliver, which nothing on earth can
prevent it from delivering".

In their o\\'n \r'ays Dadabhai Naoroji. Gokhalc', Tilak
and Surencl'anath Banerji \\'ere great parnphletccrs,
They followed the Britisli tradition ancl it rvas, tmll'.
a great tradition to emulate. lvlen like Junius, Burke,
and Jererny Bentham were institutions in themselves.
But with tlie founding of the Edinburgh Reoieus in

1802 a new era had begun. It has been well said by
Sir Denis Brogan that with the Reoieu "an identifi-
able group of educated men, with a common politi-
cal bias, tried to appeal to an educatecl public lvhorrr
they' rvished to convert to their faith or, in sonre irt-
stancers, to n:store thc faith of rvaverers, Tlie polemi-
cal rnngrtzinc u'as thc bcginnirrg of the rtrganisccl ir-rtol-

lr', trrals its rt lot'<'r' irr lJrili:rli Polilir's". 
-['lr" jorrt'tr:rl. irr

tlrc pirrrrphlctr,'r'rirrg trarlitiorr. lrt<l conrrr to stnr'. fht'
litrv Qrrallcr'lry Rct:irrrc arrcl thr: rrtilitarinn \I/r'slrrin-
,s/r'r Iir.'tlltr: r'lrttrt' litr'r't,tl i, i .

-['111r [illlriirrr socit'tr' lollori i'i] ilr,' Ir 'L,lili,irl I'rLtii';rt.
pt'rsistctrl ltcrstursiott rt its ils It't'iririilll''. iti i11rir) ,\.i,

.l

Fabius Cunctator who saved Rome from Hannibal-by
delay. The society's organ was the Nero Statesnan.
It produced tracts of outstanding merit.

In India, Gandhiji brought politics to the masses but
he did not neglect the intelligentsia. In his own man-
ner, he became a very effective pamphleteer as the
pages of Young lndia and Hariian bear out. Nehru,
Rajaji and Subhas Bose were proliffc writers.

With the advent of the "lef in the tlirties,
pamphleteering rose to new heights. The leaders of
the Congress Socialist Party were as articulate as they
were knowledgeable. Their impact particularly on &e
youth was quite out of proportion to their numbers.
The rvritings of J. P., Mr. M. R. Masani, Mr. Asoka
\{ehta, Dr. Lohia and Mr. Achyut Patwardhan mould-
ed a certain intellectual climate in the eountry.

With the Communists, pamphleteering has an im-
portance all its own. There are pamphlets for public
consumption and there are the "inner-Party" pamph-
lets designed to infuence the Partyt cadre. The CPI
produced some able pamphleteers like Mr. P. C. Joshi
and N{r. S, Mohan Kumaramangalam. The latter's 64-
page essay "A Revierv of Communist Party Poliey from
1947" rvritten in 1964 foreshadorved the CPI's present
tactical line.

But the student of the politics of recent years will
*'olk in vain for any significant writing. A felv intre-
pid periodicals there are, doubtless. But, in the main,
the great issues of India's foreign and domestic poli-
cies have not inspired the intellectual effort towards
their analyses which the country has a right to expect
of its intellectuals.

\fi'. Niracl C. Chatrclhuri's angry verdict is that the
''rrroral rnrrkc-up" of Indian writers is such that "the1,

irrc irrtcrested in notlfng but themselves, in nothing
but their orvn rvelfare aud prosperity; their position
and frrrnc. their pleasures and diversions. They are
thercfore without the primary requisite for writing
cffectirely ancl convincingly-which is to be involved
irr thc mirrch of events and the human sifuation
ruloun<l them. ilhey clo not write because the happen-
ings arouncl thenr call forth rvhat they have to say,
lrut onh'because the position thcy have established for
tlrerlselvcrs recluircs that they should be lvriting on
prrblir: aflairs as ir rrratter of routine. 'Iheir anger is
l li.r\'('r' r()us(xl, lrr.'r'i, rtst' in tlrr:ir trort-it rvolt,ttttt'tr t ir r tlttr
latc of thcir lleople they cau coruole theurselves for'
irr\ ('irl;rslr()1rlrc. lirr iurr, lrclstht crrreltv to t 1-lcople. so

lon,r ils tlrr:ir rxrrnforts x:rnairt urrtotrcrlrecl." lrr a
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That Irrepressible Gadfly- A. D. Gorwala
J. B. Patel

fINCE upon a time tl-rere was an assistant collector'
v who meted out justice with the wisdom of Solo-
mon, the alacrity of James Bond and the humility of
Sogrates. His licence to do good covered the arid desert
of Sind with its proud people and "their harsh yet
loved hills, tl.reir accustomed icy air, their lovell'
tongue, their old friends and usually kindl,v kinsmen,
their lives of clanger and delight." No case, no man
found him rvanting. \Vhether it was a matter of copy-
right between two bearded bards, family feuds over
the love life of their off-springs, disputes over who
orvned what piece of land, the assistant collector sarv
to it "that within my boundaries none kills, none fights,
without instant retributior.r."

For instance, take the Queen of Beauty.o She, lovel,v
creature, rvas betrothed to the son of a porverful elcler
of her tribe, but, alas, loved another. All hell threatened
to break loose. And then the assistant collector stepped
in. He placed the young couple in protective custocly
at the local iail and turned his porvers of persuasion
on the rvrathful parents.

"Your guns!", he barked, and u,hen thev rvele
reluctant to respond; "Man1, are nry bad qualities, I
have been told, but the worst they say is that when
I go berserk, rarely of course, I grip men by their'
throats and horvever much they beat rne or lvouncl me,
they die."

Through sabre-rattling and cajoling, the vouno
officer brings about a compromise, a reconciliation and
that rnost essential element of a rvell-rounded tale-a
hoppy ending.

Though the omnipotent assistant c,ollector remains
nameless throughout the stories, he bears a strong
resemblance to the author, A. D. Gorwala, a fonner

PAlll'll LIiT'EDfllN(l-Continuul f ront pagc 4

memorable plrlase, "thev can nevel folqet thenrscrlvc's
in their subjects."

The clecline in the quality of India's public life is,
thus, cltre to no snrall extent to the failure of its intel-
lccttrals. TIrc grent issues of policy are there; rnore
pressing, morc fateftrl and more complex than ever
llcrfore. lJut our politics seems lcss trnd less concelnecl
n'ith policies arrd far nrole lvith persor-ralities uncl lvith
thc acqrrisiti<ln of pou'el for its orvn sake. The pursuit
tuf pc,u't,r' *'ithorrt irnl' rcrl effort ut ther definition of
llit' ltrrrllori' l:tt;ttot 111'1 Jlrr'r" tlr,' fvl,l' 1."!iti,. Tlr,'
rnolirl ancl thc intcrllccttral frrilrrlcs alc all of orre piecc.
The allsenec of 1-lanrplrleteelinq is u svnrptorrr of thcse
Irtiltrt,',;.

Indian Civil Service officer. Gorrvala was assignecl to
Sind in 1924 u'ith the quip he was "more sinned
against than sinning." It could hardly have occurred to
him then that one day he would be writing tales of
"that dry desert," as it was commonly known, for his
political weekly, Opinion. Nor could he have guessed
that the same fearlessltess, veracity and dedication that
propellc'cl lrim to po\\'er in tlrc govcrtrrnetrt uonld one
clay conrpel lrirn t<t resigrt.

We see it conring irt the larncnt of "Au Inclelrenclt:trce
Day Tale." Here the trssist:rnt collector, uow a Secletar'1',
is confronted rvith a Chief N'linister rvhose decisions
are n<lt always based on the collective goocl. Wlren
this is pointed out to him ou trvo occasions-one coll-
ceming prornotions ar-rd the clther price decontrol-
the Chief Nlinistel is recalcitrant. The Secretary
irccpiesccs, noting "the hclplcssness of good serrse in
thc fuce of detelnrine'cl pon'cr."

N4any of the other tales foctrs on Gorrvaln's cau$cs
cililtcs. The rrrori'tl of' "Reinr: Prcrlrartrcl" is a plea for'
Irrtlirr kl rr-ri]trufrt<'tttrc ttttclc:tt' \\/('ap()rls.

-r:Lr" ln,.',.,r,rf g,',,r,t 
",r.,. 

Otl,,'.'l';rl, r lrv A. I). Corrvrla.
llrr,rlrtl llr 1) -.



Fraadon I-irst

"I{is \,Iajesty's Neighbour versus His Majesty'r con-
ccms the recent tussle between the princes and the
politicians over privy purses. In the story an elderly
woman rvhose abode is adjacent to the royal palace is
asked to pack up and go because the smoke from her
chimney blorvs over the palace wall and "disturbs the
delicate who disported themselves in the garden." In
today's circumstances, say the palace guards, she is
"a nuisance and an anachronism." The woman pleads
her case before the king, noting his father had pro-
mised her the site for the duration of her life. The
matter is turned over to a third party who rules a pro-
mise is a promise.

The eleven tales in the book are gripping and rvell-
told. There are some extraneous, obvious or repeti-
tious passages that would benefit from an editor's blue
pencil. But these are minor irritants. The tales them-
selves are a valuable docurnent to a time, people and
place. Coupled with their glimpses into administra-
tion and homely preachings-Gorwala's gospel-the
book is ideal reading for all.

dia*

Astad D. Gorwala is not far removed from the main
character or his exploits. When Nehru was in power,
Gorwala once suggested the Prime Minister and his
entire Cabinet go on a one year round-the-world cmise
and turn the country over to him. Within the year

' Corwala promised to have India shipshape. Though
inclined to hyperbole, this rvas no empty boast. At 71,
the avuncular, ofttimes, vitriolic editor of Opinion, does
not hesitate to advise prime ministers, presidents,
n.rinisters, statesmen and their ilk exactly how to run
the country,, conduct foreign policy', defencl tl-re

borders and lead exemplary lives. We can picture
Gorrvala as the Socrates of our troubled tirnes; the
intellectual gadfly with the verbal sting. When his
venom proves too strong, the repercussions are srvift.
In the I950's newspapers refused his articles.

"Do vott think I keep this paper to annov the Prime
Nlinister?" clen.rauclcd onc ptrblisher. .\nother sent
rvord. "Tell Goru'alir yorr can't tell thcr trtrtlr all the
time." The editor of one large daih' tried to softe'n
the blow by adding if Gorwala chose "to write on the
butterfies of thc Western Ghais or crickct or some
poetry, I'd be glad to publish it." But politics was taboo.

"I tried to sneak an article in under somebody else's
nanle," Goru'ala said witlr a grin. Btrt it was a losing
battle.

In \{ay 1960, a fotrr page rveeklv named Opinion
<:ame into being. Today it's circulation is abotrt S,(XX)

ancl the nurrtber of pages hirs iucreasecl but the strb-
scription is still the same, rlnecotromical. lls. 2. Golu'irla
insists tltat frlr ottc't' tlre pt'ict' slrotrlrl rctttititt rr'ltrtt it
rvas cleven )'ears ago. Noting lris filtltncirrl losscs rr

fricrrrl oncc rnntrrtttttecl: "This is thc kind of u'ork
sonrc trtrst rlttes." Erltlairts ()<lrrval:r: " I I I kr'1tt ir t rtr
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it would cost me over Rs. 5{J0 a month. Opinion is the
equivalent of keeping a car'."

Gorrvala lives without car or servant in his Ridge
Road apartment which doubles as Opinion's office. He
gave up full-time domestic help after one employee
turned the servant's quarters into a boarding house
and another started a distillery. He prepares his meals
by himself, occasionally going out to buy provisions or
have a niece drop them by. Tea is poured from a pot
whose top long ago had a shattering experience. The
decor and motif of his "bachelor pad" is at best func-
tional. Failing eyesight has curtailed his night time
excursions except for an occasional concert. Unable to
type, he writes his articles in capital letters so the
printers have no trouble deciphering his handwriting.

Gorwala's spartan existence is from choice. He was
born in a family of moderate but independent means
in Quetta, Baluchistan, the youngest of ffve. His father,
who was in government serviee, died when Astad was
eleven. After a short stay in Mhow and Poona, he was
sent to Bombay to prepare for the matric examination
at the Nerv High School-now named Bharda School
for tsoys and Girls-on Waudby Road. After complot-
ing his B.A. in English and Persian from St. Xavier's
College, he joined Government Law College when his
attention rvas draun to a notice in the papers: the
exam for the ICS was to be held in India for the ffrst
time. With encruragement from his mother and Rs.
1,800 contribution from an aunt, he engaged a tutor
and nine months later appeared for the exam in
January 7922, in Allahabad. He was among nine
chosen and shipped off to Cambridge for two years.
Here tlre fiery temper that characterised his youth be-
caure snbselvient to the developed intellect and made
hinr the ideal choice to handle the "fierce, rough North-
erners" of Sind. After 13 years in Sind, he went on
to Delhi, Bornbay and back to Delhi before resigning
in 1948 in protest over food price decontrol.

He joined Bombay Dyeing, one of the largest and
rvcll-reptrted textile mills in India. as a director but did
not reneu' lris trvo-yt ar crntract rvhen clrrring a stlike
hc found that "aftc.r looking after the poor man and
srrving him fronr hardship all these years, here I was
on the side of the rich." He forfeited a lucrative pro-
position but having no taste for "slorv horses and fast
\.\/ornen," did not grudge the loss. He then took to the
lou-paving vocation of journalism.

Nou' in the September years, rvhen most people
curtail theil activities irncl bask in the glou' of their
last lmrrah, Gorrvaln regrets lre is jrrst a "r,oice....
thele's such :r feeling of helplessness about it all." Hc
ptlrrrlcls, iis clot's rt cltarrtc'tcr in his tales: "1\'Iay there
nol lrt'lrrrririli;itiorrs still irr storc for tliis irgc<l person?"
Ilrrrnorrrs ulrorrrrrl. Ilrrt lre sltltrqs tlresr: oll rvitlr a

Soclatic' rrrlrirrr: No evil c'an bc'fall rr goocl man. An<l
tirt'l 1tto.t't'tl: [tr u tit.t' .rtrotlr, r' r'irll:tit,'ilitori.tl.



trDUCATION SHOULD INVADtr POLITICS
N. L. Panjwani

"What is your majorP' the fat student asked Gopi.
"Natural Science" said Gopi.
"Lucky chap," said Rajan.
"Why don't you like your major?" Gopi asked.
"You can't even get a clerk's job after studying

History, Economics, and Logic. H.E.L. Add one more
'L and it is hell", Rajan said.

"You could have taken up Science," said Copi.
"No, I'm not that intelligent. I think I rvill study

Law and get into politics."
This conversation between two characters in K.

Bhaskara Rao's novel of Indian student politics, Candle
Against the Wind, is ftctional, but the relatinnslilp it
suggests between faculty and social values is not. And
these values, as we know, are alrvays determined by
the structure-the political, economic and social struc-
ture-of society.

India's industrialists needed technicians and scien-
tists in large number. This need, until quite recently,
ensured that science and engineering graduates got
the best paid iobs. These salaries were projected as
being dependent on merit. Not long after that, merit
came to be associated with intelligence and 1'oung men
Iike Gopi were unanimotrsly being dubbed "luck1'
chaps". This example shorvs horv economic needs affect
educational organization. And economic needs are
necessaril,v the product of political decisions.

\,1r. V. B. Kulkarni has claimed in an article in the
lndian Erltress (Septeniber 19, l97I) that politics hirs
"invaded education" and thus blought about student
uffest and deterioration in educational standards. I
question this analysis.

In feudal times, education consisted, bar.ring the
sons of zamindars, in training young merr in certain
crafts likc, fanr-rinq, potterr'. s't'aving irncl so otr. This
helpecl rnaintaiu the ziturinclar-pe:rsant pattclrr ol'
feudal societl'. Forrnnl eclrrcatiou, as u c uuclerstancl it.
made its appearance aftc'r thc urlvent of llritislr
colonialism. Tlie British needed some Indians to fill
certain clerical itnrl adnrinistltrtive pclsts. So Inclia's
education system rvas organized to plodrrce clelks.
These decile brorvn sirhibs clid exactly u'hat an,v servaut
does: n-raintained the master-servant sfcfrrs rJuo.

Tlxr storv is not vcrv clilfcrent todar'. Pitrents anrl
thc government irre getting h1'sterical over the possi-
bility' that sections of studcr.rts rnight becorrre revolu-
tionarit's if tlrings are allou'ccl to go on i-ts tht'r.art'.
Rut it is onlv r.rltrrrrrl tlrat strrrlt'nts lll ovcjr tht:
coturtlv shotrlcl rcr'<llt.'l'hr,r' irirvt' rrrort' tlrirrr lLrrrpic
reason to rlo so. lt is politics ul,i.l' i, r't,spousilllc fol il',.
Irrt'k t,l'iolrs. politir.s u.lri<.lr is rr.sporrsil-rlc lbr irrl<lr'-

quately trained staff, poor facilities and so on ad
funBeum.

How? The above ills can be traced to our politicians'
decision to have nass education even up to the
university level. It is politics and politicians who are
responsible for the miserable state of the nation. It
is also the nature of the political system to perpetuate
these absurdities. It is politics which is responsible
for tlre fact that the university lecturer gets only
Rs. 700 a month while a hotel head waiter gets Rs. I,500,
that a professor gets Rs. l,5OO a month while a hotel
manager gets Rs. 5,000! And it is politics which is to
be held responsible for the fact that the cities are
bulging with doctors, engineers and other skilled per-
sonnel to the extent of thousands of them being un-
ernployed rvhile each batch of 600 villages have only
one doctor to thcm. One might argue that there are no
industries in rural areas to absorb these unemployed
engineers of ours. The answer to t-hat argument is that
it is the business of the politicians to ensure that
industry is not spread so haphazardly as to cause
clogging in some parts and acute scarcity in others.

A student r,r'elfare official who visited the University
of Calcutta in 1951 reported that more than 5,(D0 had
no accommodation at all. These students-many of
rvhom slept on railwal' station platforms and studied
by the liglit of street lamps-\r'ere among those the
rvelfare official saw making up half the length of a

Communist protest lnarch four miles long. Today, the
situation is rnuch worse aud the successors of those
students are no more content rvith protest marchcs.
The new generation in Bengal seems to have made up
their mind that Naxalism is the only answer. And why
have they done so? Because they feel that a total
change in thc f<llrn of government is the only way to
ntlkt' a signi[ic'irrrt irrrploverrrcnt to tbcir lot. Thev feel
so for tl.rc' sinrple l'eason that thc' cclucational xlslcttt
in' on integral purt of lhc brooder political ,rrysl{f,n.

I\,1r. Kulkarni has himself plovided several illustra-
ticlns in his article to prove this point. Consicler, for
example: "As far back as 1944, the Sargent Cornmittee
notecl the 'general lack of planning in university
crlrrcirtiorr' and pointed orrt that 'both Central and
Prooincial goaernntents hacc yielcled to Ttoytular
l)rcssttr(' in bringing rtniuersitics ittto exislcnc:c toiIIpul
prouiding thc neccssarll rcsortr('es to cruthle tltent to
frnrction on sortn.d linc,s."' So u't' stre that ymlitics htrd
lrt'crr 'irtvadiug' c(hr('ltion 27 r'<'ars rrgcl tool

'l'irii.irrg ol lrrtliitrr .'trrtl. rit. .;lightll frrrth,'r' r'rr in lri.
rrrtic'le, \{r'. Krrlkanri srvs. "tlrcv attencl irrstittrtions
s'lrir.lr lac'k irr c.r'r'r'r'tlring. for tlre c:oncept of echreation

I
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as a means for preparing its recipients for Iife and
living exists only in theory and has never been put into
practice since the introduction ot' the Wesent nlstent
bg the British ruIers."

The last part of this statement is a point to be noted.
Systems of education are creoted by rulers and politi-
cians. This may s@rn like labouring the obvious, but
the obvious has a notorious tendenry to escape notice.
Knowing that systems of education are created by
politicians (rvldchever group happens to be in power
at the time) does it not sound rather absurd to say
that politics has invaded education in recent years?

Another passage frorn IvIr. kukarni's article deser-
ves notice: "The sterility of the system became obvi-
ous soon after its inception, bnt the lndian leaders
d.id not ask for its refornr with the same zeal as they
demanded political freedom." Again we see that
il,Ir. Kulkarni expects the politicians to carry out edu-
cational reform, but when they do so in their bungl-
ing, short-sighted fashion, he calls them invaders!
Again, Iike many others before him, he concludes
that, "overpopulation, appalling poverty, econornic
stagnation, mounting unernployment and corrupt and
incompetent political leadership drive the rising gene-
ration to despair and desperation." Here he himself
adnrits the intimate corurectiott betu'een these na-
tional problems and education. And these are the very
.sirme issues vyhich form the subject of every election'
manifesto of every political party.rvorth the nan-re. In
other rvords, politicians regard thernselves as capable
of solving these problems. They are thcrefore politi-
cal problerns.

It is consequently logicnl to conclude that educa-
tional problems cannot be resolved uuless these wider
ills are first cured. So it is as ridiculous to say that
politics invades 'economic stagnation' as it is to say
that politics invades education.

Having realized the real relation lrctrveen educa-
tion irncl lrolitics. let us ttorv exfltnitte otll' countn"s
lestlt'ss )'otrth afr'eslt. -{ rtetr' political class is ltegin-
ning to enlerge, not ouly itr ottr cottntrv but ill] over
the u'orld. The class is lrrrgely comprised of students.
The enrergence of youth as a political class is the result
of the creation and prolongation of a clistinctive life-
stage rvith its attendant cultures and social arrange-
ments. This has been made possible by the relatively
rapid build-up of the educational system. And this, as

nrcnticlucd eirrlier. hns be<'n strpported luaittlv lt,v thtr
rt'rlrrirt nrents arrd lel'nrcls of inclustlial econonties for
:r Iitcratc, knon'lcdgeablc ancl skilled labour force
rlrl'kirrg atrnrl from lrcntc and fomiq. This t'lass is

Partir'rrlirrlr' politi<'al bet'attst' the ecrlnotn), hirs tlot
<lt:r't'l<l1tc'<l its litst its c<ltt<'ittirlilitl irrstitrrtiotts lrrtvt'itr-
r,reascrl in sizcr and utttnbet'. flrc: cleation of tlris poli-
lir.rrl clrrss irr Trr<liir lrrrs Irt't'tr ltlrrallt'l u'itlr thc etrter'-
qerrc'e of otht'r ruo<lerrr ltolitical <'lass<'s suclr irs tlrt'
r',irlrll,. :ttttl',r'r,t kittq tlltsst's.
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Given the special signiffcance of students in the
politics of India, certain questions assume importance
and interest. Whether or not student politics are like
national politics? Whether student politics are sepa-_
rate from, opposed to, or ahead of national politics?
What conditions promote one or other of these tend-
encies? Only very brief answers to these and such
other questions can be given here.

National politics in India are primarily those of
programme, interests and issues in that order. Stud-
ent politics in India are primarily those of interests,
issues, and Party programmes in that order. Concern
for ideological politics has so far only been shown by
the CP(ML) and Naxalite youths. In this respect,
Indian student politics are more like those of the
U.S.A. and W. Europe before the mid-sixties than
they are like those of Korea, Turkey, Indonesia, and
Ceylon where students played a key role in changing
or attemptiDg to change regimes, or like those of
Japan and some Latin American countries, where
irnportant sections of organised student politics are
heavily ideological.

Each type of politics tends to be associated with its
particular methods. These move from the pole of viol-
ence to that of persuasion, with various shades of
coercion linking the trvo poles. Secondly, whatever
student political activity one witnesses in our country
has taken a relatively long time to develop. The chart
belorv from the Economic ancl Political Weekly illu-
strates both these points:

Rates of Student lndisciplinc uitlt
Degrees of aiolencc: 1958-67

No. of cases Degrce of violerrce Per cent
violence

| 2 3 4
90 2l

280 81 29 5

r57 261 60 29

KEY:

I - Penccful Protest

2 - Some violence ltut uot eltough to occasion the
use of lathi-charge or teal' gas by police.

3 - Latlri-ch:rrge or tear gas ttsctl.

-1- Police Firing.

Aftcr 1967. Nirxalit<r students, Pitrtictrlirllv irr llengal,
resortetl ir.rclr:irsinglv to political urttrclcrs of "clltss

enr-nries" in<'lrrrling tea<'ltcrs. plrlfessot's. arrcl llrinci-
prrls. -l'his tit'rr rlittti'tt.ititt ttl ricllctlt:t:'1 '1';r 1'1'[lfilr'il
irr thcscr figtrlcs.

hr rrrrtrlrrsi'rrr tlr.tt.,'<ltrr'ittiott slrrtrrlrl iirlttclt' 1loli-
tics it rrt'rtlsit Itt tttrtirtti..tt,ti i,r'illt ti,, 1ttrri,l,'ti',ri
slrrrlr':rl;tntls{.

Year

1958

1963

1966

93
395

tr)7

4%

zSlX;

42% t
-i

I



OUTWARD BOUI,ID
The Challenge of Adventure

Brigadier J. P. Dalvi

,THE Leslie Sarvhny Programme of Training for
I Democracy was launched on lst April 1968 for a

period of ffve years as a tribute to the rnemory of the
late Col. Leslie Sawhny. The aim of the prograrnme is
to train political rvorkers, social u'orkers, youth leaders,
trade union rvorkers and others in citizenship, political
organisation and the principles of liberal democracy.
Courses are tailored to the needs of different groups.

The need for such a non-partisan programme be-
canre increasingly evident ovel the years since Indepen-
dence. While totalitarian groups and parties have
well-trained and disciplined cadres of u'orkers to
fnrther their objectives, such cadres are lacking in the
case of democratic political parties and non-political
organisations in this country.

It was equally evident that student and other youth
groups were getting disillusioned and cynical. N4any
tended to u'ithdrarv from active citizenship. [t rvas
therefore necessary to make a start and bring horne
to such people their responsibility as potential leaders
and uroulders of opinion.

The project has met u'ith encotrraging response.
Many groups and associations have corue forr.r'irrd to
avail themselves of the training facilities offered b1'
the Programme.

By 31st N,Iarch, 1973, the Programme will have
organised over 100 training courses ancl over' 15
seminars. Its alumni and participants in various courses
and seminars rvill number over 2,500 and rvill include
top industrialists, professionals, public men, tlade
runiort leaclers. \\'ontelr social u'olkcrs. sclro<ll tncl
collegc teachc:rs tnd stuclents.

The syllabus of tlrese training courscs, s'hiclr Iast
anything from a u'eekencl to a foltniglrt, covers three
nrain heacls: thc principles of libcrral dernocracv as
developed ancl practiced throughout tl-re rvorld;
methods and techniques of organisation and physical
training.

CouLses have beer-r conductecl in ovcr' 11 Statcs ancl
har.c attractecl erninent discussion lcaders dlau'n fronr
anrong public s'orkels. acadernicians, jorrlrrirlists,
rvriters. trirtlt' rrniot-r frrnc,tionaric's lurd husirross c\('('u -

tivcs.
Ir, \iiti ltl;O ii uils tl,.i.i,,l Iliiii :riirii lr.ii,r,r., .ri

tlrr''Orrts'arrl IJorrnrl' tllirrinq pr'o{rili}lur(' rrl' IIK
slrorr'ltl lrt. irr<,or'por:rtc<l into llaining (.oln's('s rlrqrrrrisr.rl
lol str rtlt'rrts lrr rrl loritlr gl {}rrl)s.'i-lrt.st, l rii,ii iii,'s ir rr.lr irlt..

obstacle and agility courses, mountaineering, hiking,
swimming, map reading and other outdoor activities.
The ainr is to enable young people to discover their
true potentialities. The exercises are designed to
challenge the qualities of the participants in adventure;
an adventure of coming together as complete strangers
and builcling a puryroseful team; the advenfure of con-
quering ordeals and difficulties.

It is not the aim of these exercises to test their
phvsical abilities but to train thern to get over their
lorv spirits and natural defects and to prepare them
to strive and achieve. In otlrer rvords, it is character
building through adventure.

Social service is another important feature. In
addition to acadenric discussions, participants are
required to perform some kind of community work.
Iu spite of all the talk about social service, rve find
that there is no really responsible involvement and
commitment by young people and able-bodied citizens
in social work. The basic aim of including social work
is to sensitize young people about social service
opportunities ancl rnake them arvare of the prevailing
social blindness ancl guide them about the ffelds
available to them.

Tlre first course to iucorpolate some featurex; of
Outu'rrrcl Bour-rd training was organized at Nagarjuna-
sagar in Andhra Pladesh in lr{arch/April 197I. The
camp \\,as held near the renowned dam site, reported
to be the biggest earthen dam in the world. Apart
from havin€t discussions on some of the subjects of
the stanclard Lcslie Sau'bny Programme, the coulse
includt'<l a tu'o-clav r isit to a villirgc for conunuuity
scrvice irncl tu,o cliry's clcvotecl to mountaineering and
cross-countrv hiking.

The village selected rvas appalling even by Indian
stiurclrrlcls. The stcuch and filth of decades seemed to
preserlt an insoluble problem. The poverty of the
inhabitants u'as staggering.

The palticipants irr that particular course lvere
voung students; politicallv cor.rsciorrs clue to the
'l't'lengittra agitntion ancl the 1971 Gcneral Electi<-rns
rvith tlrr: 'grrribi hittro' slogirn. l'ht-- enormitv o{ the
ltloltlt'rrr <lf rcrtotit.rg po\rertl/ iu orrl villages (8091 of
rirrr lloptrlittion ) n'irs vividlv l>r'<luglrt Ir<lntc to tht:rn.
ii rrits lrtitLttrrirru [u sr-c Iltcrrr srtt.'irI irr,rl l.r]xrrrr i,;,t
Irvrr rlrlls rrnclt'r':r Irol srnr. It u'as crlrrallr' lrclu'lcrrirrg
to sr.r' rtvcr o(Xl \.onltq and old till;rgcl's hr.lpinq orrr
slutit'ttl: iniii.l llirt)rs lrr illrtcls rvlritir \\er'(' i'rrtici
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quagmires. The response of the young participants to
this exposure of hard physical labour, strict discipline
and public selvice was encouraging.

In July 1970 the experiment was repeated in the
Ranchi course where the majority of the participants
were young Adivasi girls and boys. The girls responded
to the back-breaking toil and fflthy conditions with
even greater vigour and enthusiasm! There was now
no longer any doubt in the minds of the organisers
of the Leslie Sarvhny Programme that Community
service should become an integral part of the Pro-
gramme and that our young people thoroughly bene-
ffted from these experiences.

The Nasik Course, held in November 1971, marked
a notable step forward in recasting courses for youth
groups, with an increasing bias towards Outward
Bound activities.

A group of twenty-one assorted young men, drawn
from the Universities and Industry, with an urban
background, was selected. They were alert, intelligent
and articulate but had never really been strbmitted tcr

a searching test of their physical stamina or mental
robustness.

Tlrey rvere put through agility tests, an obstacle
co.,rse, iutelligence and initiative tests, rock climbing,
rntrp rcacling, ancl a gruelling 20 rnile hike'

The organisers of the Camp were ttnderstandably
apprehensive about th6 reaction of the participants'
There rvas hardly any time to condition the boys to
their tasks ol gradually to lead them from one achieve-
ment to the next. They were virtually thrown in to
tackle the virlious hideous-looking and seemingly
dangerous obstacles. But soon it was obvious that our
yot ng men are ready to overcome the fear of the un-
Lno.nrr, It rvas heartening to see these urbanised young
tackle difficult physical obstacles cheerfully and
courageously.

C)nc of thc strrdents alrnost reftrsecl to tac'kle thc
a\\'esoln(' looking ancl flirgile ropes, clanglirtg 30 fcret
above the glorrncl. FIe confessecl that thc highest feat
he hacl hitherto achieved u'as climlring the footboarcl
of a Bomba)' bus! Bv the end of the fortnight he rvas
negotiating the obstacles u'ith the clash and aplomlr
of a monkey.

Rock climbir.rg is ir test of nerves. guts and tean-r
u'ork. With the rninirnum training, the participants
rnanftrlly tacklc,d the slrcer clifl face o1' the fanrccl
Trirnlrill IIill in Nasik.

lt rvas fascinating to lvitrtess the aclvcnturt: of
[11'1rr1[r1l116-' strangcrt'.s trirusfonnitrg thcntsclvcs inttl lr
Irrrlrriorriorrs. ilrrr'poscf'ul tt'lrrtr: to sc'rt tltcttt t'otrqttlrirt{
olrleals rrn<l tliflicrrltit's: to n'rttclr tltent cttcleitrllttt'.
.strilc itnd irchiclo.

-\ltel corrrplt'tirrg tlr.' oLiItlttot pottiorr ol tlrt' (()lrrs(
r ri !ri,.lr ,\'r\ \r:l)r)l( nrr,r)1, ,l lrr lt l''rv irlt.llt.<,irr:rl srrlr-
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jects), students were moved to the Tata Institute of
Social Services at Deonar in Bombay. Here they were
given talks by acknowledged experts in various ffelds
of social rvo;f They were also taken on field visits
to orphanages, schools for the blind and similar insti-
tutions. This certainly sparked off a healthy desire to
undertake some useful social work.

So much for the past-what of the future? Outward
Bound activities have proved their worth and it would
be a pity if the schemes were to be abandoned for
lack of patronage and funds. The ffrst Leslie Sawhny
Programme is due to end in April 1973. If it is to con-
tinue and grow from strength to strength, it will need
the support and patronage of industry. There is need
for a permanent site where suitable obstacles can be
built and where outdoor activities can be organised.
There is need for a permanent staff.

This writer has been associated witl-r Outward
Bound activities from its inception. It is clear that a
good proportion of future participants will have to
come from industry, as is the case in the UK. In the
UK, industrialists have understood and appreciated the
purposes and efiects of Outrvard Bound activities.
They contribute toward the cost of training to the
extent of about I 55 per participant.

It is obvious that industrial workers and supervisoly
staff need the spirit of determination, initiative, self-
help and spontaneous tearn-rvork. The rnore complex
the activities become in an industry, the less confident
do lve become ancl thc greater is the neecl for leader-
ship and constructive attitudcs.

Carried forward to its logical end, Outward Bound
courses could be used for staff evaluation in the form
of a report which can be made to the sponsors. Indus-
trial organisations have testified to the validity of these
reports as part of staff selection and development
tecllnicltres. llcpolts itt'c It.t:t(lc intpirltiallv irncl olljcc-
tivelv b1' people u'ho ale not tlirectlv involvecl in the
trainec''s line of l>usiness.

Some of the qualities rvhich can be developed
and assessed are will-power, deterrnination, mental
stamina, leadership and discipline. A group selected
from arnong lvorkers, managelnent trainees and em-
plovees' sons: 1,outl'rs frorn diflerent states with diffe-
lent social llackglorurcls atrcl frorn differeut tlades
s'oulc[ berrcfit irnnrcuscll frorrr livirrg ar.rd training
together.

'flrt' u'r'iter'. frlr tltrt', lut.^ rto rlorrlrt tlrat ollr \()tll)q
1lt'r,lllc lrl lt'lrtlv to l'lr't'unv t'lxtll,'tlJr'. Tt is orrlr'
n('c'('ssru'l' to proviclc tlrt'rrr u itlr the lcrltrirt'tl tlairrirrr{
oppoltrrnities. Outrvaltl IJorrrrcl rrctivitics ltroviclc jrrst

tlrr. r'iiiri l.r'pt' t,l' itrrirrir,l i,r :,rir1;l. r,r, iil .ttrLl fill ll',
r oitl irr ottt crlrrt ltti,rlr rl \\ sl('tn.

q
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Ask bg narne our following products

CROWN PRINCE
'TERENE'/COTTON SUITING in popular shades

GOLD CROWN
'TERENE'/COTTON Shirting in pastel shades

2 x 2'TERENE/COTTON
MARQUISS

SIIIRTING in fascinating shades

DAYTONE
POPLINS in rvhite and soft colours with special 'CRESLIN'Crease

;ffi"fil
POPLINS in Bleached Mercerised and in pleasing shades

GALAKSHI
GABERDINE, Bleached - Mercerised

VALENCIA
SATIN DUCK, Bleached - Nlercerised

SEA LORD
DRILIJ, Bleached, Khaki, Olive Green and Hydron Blue

BALLERINA
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TREADING A NEW PATH
Geeta Doctor

" A VANT-GARDE" appears to be the favoulite
- A 

"pi11-,"t 
for Marathi playrvright Vijay Tendulkar'

whose 
^play "shantata! Court Chalu Ahe!" rvon the

1970 Sanglet Natak Akademi prize-for-playrvriting'
Even those critics who prefer to snill in high minded

disdain at his work can only complain that he is 'irot

so avant-galde" after all.

It is not surprising therefore that rvhen the Eli:hin-

stone College English Dramatic Society chose to stage

his play, fa'ithfully rendered in English as' "Silence!

The-Court is in Session!" they should somewhat self-

consciously proclaim that they were providing a "nerv

theatre "*poi"t """. 
What, one may ask at this point'

like one ol tlt" chalacters in the play, is this "N{odern

Theatre"? Essentially it is no difierent frorn any other'

form of drama, which has always been a means of ex-

ploring the human situation by projecting a particular

lh*t""t"t on the stage as a case stucly' Only the

methods have changed. Modern theatre has sought to

free itself from the shackles of convention and seek

nerv methods of erpression so that it could examine

the very core of reality"'The marrow" " that's what
you've got to get," says one of Albee's characters'

Tendulkar is more modest in his intentions' "I clo rvhat

seems right to me", he says in the play, "rvhether its

modern or old-fashioned doesn't rnzrtter."

The core of Tendulkar's play centels in the figure

of a young schoolteacher, Ivliss Leela Benare. Miss

Benare is everything rve could wish a schoolteacher
to be, vivacious, conffdent of herself and full of zest

fol her profession. By a strange tuln of evet-rts, Miss

Benare is trapped in a village schoolroom rvith a goup
consistirtg of sott'tc, stock cltirracters strch rls il [.,atvver.

an Actol. a Sociirl lVorker urcl his Shlervish \\/ife, u'h<l

have all come to enact "The Living Courtt'oom" for

the beneftt of the villagels, On the pretext that thel'
might as rvell rehealse fol thc eveuing's perforttrauce,
the others persuade N4iss Benare to take the part of
the "Accused" rnerely as a diversiou'

At first it is all fun ancl games. But gradually the
games becorne more sinister ils the psetrdo u'ittlesses

r'vlro testifv agairrst tlre "Acctrsc.l" lllrgirr to tve:tve

fautasy u'itlr fact tiutl tnelcilesslv irtdict N'Iiss Rc'rrirrc for
hcr "crimcs" ngainst socictl' rvlriclr oulv consist in hcr
x'ftrslrl to t'onfrlrtrt trl its ltr'1loc'ritit'rrl strtrttllrltls. li is

rvitlr a tlrlill of tnrtliciorrs rlelight tlrirt the Clortlt rlis-
covcl's that tlrc' rtutnarriccl N'liss llcnarc is llrcguarrt'
IIt.'r rtccttst'ts .i'tt,t,,ltr'Iot lrlt t'rlllltlrlttioit. -\liss l),t'lrltr,'

1l

has nothing to say, she is numbed by the stunning
revelation that she will lose her job. As the wolf pack

crowds closer to her, seeking as it were to tear off every
vestige of her dignity, the stage blacks out and Miss
Benare left in a bright spot of light cries out in despair,
"For what sin are they robbing me of my iob, my only
comfort?"

For an Indian play the then-re is an unusual one'

Not only is N4iss Benare totally difierent from the
Bharat lr'Iata idealizations rvho masquerade on the
stage as women, but the psychological tension that
the playwlight is able to create out of her ordeal is
reminiscent of the traunatic night in Edward Albee's
"Whose afraid of Virginia Woolf?" As in Albee's play,
the unities of time, place and action are all carefully
observecl, so that just as the first rays of the morning
light put an end to the sado-masochistic ravages of
George and Martha rvithout solving them, the arrival
of the real spectators abruptly finishes the rnock trial
rvithout resolving the crisis in Miss Benare's life' She
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is left sobbing in a broken heap on the foor while the
others file past unconcerned, saying: "She's taking it
all too much to heart.'After all it was just a game."

The translation from Marathi into English by Priya
Adarkar has been done so successfully that one is
hardly aware of the difficulties which are generally re-
garded as insurmountable in translating the Indian
idiom into English. The sentences are short and struc-
tured in a manner that seems natural to the Indian
usage, In the play this effect was furt-her emphasized
by allowing the actors to use their natural and in solne
cirses pronounced, Indian accents.

Directed by Miss Zarine Minocher-Homji, the young
cast performed their parts with conviction. Sukhatme
(Azeez) as the Lawyer who leads the attack against
Miss Benare was both vindictive and deferential in his
dual roles as'Ihe Prosecution and The Defence. Mrs.
Kashikar (Priti) was no less efiective in a smaller role,
as the virtuous woman who hisses her very special
brand of female venorll at Miss Benarq only too glad
in joining the men in denouncing her own kind. Miss
Benare's (Manjula) deeply felt performance in lhe
latter part won the sympathy of the audience, &ough
in the earlier portions of the play she was inclined to

be inaudible. Perhaps this rvas the result ,r',"X:;t;:
play in the Elphinstone College Hall and using it as
the natural setting for a village schoolroom. Though this
method of presentation may have had its charms, one
rnust admit that it gaye a definitely arnateurish touch
to an otherwise excellent production.

The play is not without its defects. Quite often the
playwright takes pot shots at society by putting clever
witticisms in the mouths of his characters. He appears
to take an inordinato amount of time in building up
the situation in the ffrst act which can only be described
as dreary. And yet in the final assessment he has
managed to create a certain poignancy in his presen-
tation of the eternal confict between society and the
individual'rvho refuses to conform to it. In the gradual
transformation of the lighthearted Miss Benare to the
tragic creature who lies sobbing in the dust, at the end,
the playwright has shown a sensitive perception for
those brave ones whose fate it is, as in the lines of lvliss
Benare's songl

. . .. to tread out upon unknown
And dangerous pathways evernore
. .. .whore
Defeat is destined as the ond.
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Enchanted Frontiers
by Nari Rustomji,
Oford University Press 1971, Price: Rs. 45.

'IJNCHANTMENT" is a word which could appro-
D priately be used on reading Enchanted

Frontiers written by Nari Rustornji on the tribal areas

of the North-Easteru Borders of our country, Sikkim
and Bhutan. There cannot be a better qualified per-
son than Rustomji, who was not only the chief
executive of this sensitive area, but also the Prime
Minister of Sikkim and an Advisor to the Himalayan
Kingdom of Bhutan.

As a young and fresh ICS recruit, relatively a

stranger in his own country, influenced by Plato aud
Beethoven, a violinist, athlete and an acrobat, the
young officer was posted to the north-east of our
country following the British rvithdrawal and served
over two decades till the Chinese invasion in
1962. During this critical period, he not only visited
the unusual, rugged and remotest places in the tribal
areas but also came in intirnate contact with a variety
of important and interesting personalities like the
Naga politician, Phizo; "Rani Gaidilieu"; the Trvo
Living Gods, Dalai and Panchen Lamas; Jawaharlal
Nehlu; Indira Gandhi; Fatlter Verrier Elwin; the
Royal farnilies of Sikkim ancl Bhutan; the Governors,
the political officials of the government and a galaxy

of citizens from various societies.

Rustomji became a part and parcel of the area and
its people as he identifted himself in thought, spirit
and action rvith the tribesmen and rvorked for their
u'elfare rvith missionary zeal. He conveys a fascinat-
irig picttrrc of or.rr N.E. Fr'<lntiers aucl unfolds clelicatc,
problerns of the colourful tlibirl people clispassionately'
rrnd objectively.

The basic problenr of adrninistration in NEFA rvas
the problem of change, "a nerv conception of adrnini-
stration in the hilly areas, gi't'ing new life to the people
ancl opening up horizons of a wider and richer world."
Rustomji's initial obsetwation on his first posting to
this tribal area was that there was no elcctricity', tclc-
phone, trrps, good roads, comtrrttnication, tratrsport
and air services. Touring rvas entirely on foot ancl
cver)' ouncc of food antl supplies rvas ctrrricd int<l tht'
hills h,"- portq's. Whcn hc left the tlibal area rrfter
clcc,iirlcs, lirr ri'ii.s pt'ttrtcl ttt rccitll titc nttrttcrorts sci tttt.,ls.

lrospitals, roacls, air-strips erncl othcr facilitics tliat liacl
transforrnecl thc' lifc of NEF\ artcl her 1tc'oltltr ittto a

rrcu' artd euclrtttrtccl ri't-rrlcl oI tlrcir oti tt. I lis .sttc:ccss

l; rrrr l-rrlnrittistt'ittrtt' ('rlllr,' I rr)rrr )tis it's1li'r't fol tl','

cribal people and tribal institutions, their feeling,
values, language, culture and their way of life. He
was mainly instrumental in helping them in their
adjushnent to new and unfamiliar ideas.

Some of Rustomji's anecdotes are marvellous, humo-
urous and exilarating. For example, during the historic
trek of Panditji and Indira Gandhi to Bhutan on yak, he
says: "Nehru could not have felt freer and more relaxed
at any time than during his historic trip to Bhutan. Our
brief halt at the summit of the Chele La pass before
the final descent to our destination in the Paro Valley
was a comedy itself. The talk had drifted to yoga and
dear Apa (Pant) started off on his "ON'Is." Standing
elect the full length of his six foot plus, with hands
folded as in prayer and eyes closed in beautiffc medit-
ation, he suddenly uttered a deep throated "OM" and
prostrated himself on the ground. Not to oe-:undone,
I dashed off a hand-spring, head spring, head-stand,
hand-stand all in rapid succession in my most profes-
sional, acrobatic style. Before we knew where we were,
what should we see, but ]awaharlal Nehru, the Prime
N{inister of the worldt largest democracy, wrong side
up with toes twiddling to high heaven. Our perform-
ances must have been impressive as we were soon
encircled by a bevy of Bhutanese muleters who had
never seen such a thing in their life."

Rustomji is a scholar of classics, a choral exhibi-
tioner of Christ College, Cambridge, and a rvriter of
beautiful English.

His ideal in early days was Plato, the philosopher-
king, manifesting in the "good" and 'the beautiful".
Reethoven's choral u'as the author's strength and con-
solation and through him, Rustomji received the
cornpassionate rnessage of the Buddha. In dedicating
this book to his mother, he gives a composition of
Beethoven saying "on the heights is peace, peace to
serve." Life was not always peaceful. The author
u'ihressccl the civil disobedience movcrlrent of the
\lizos in 19-18, the Chinese entrf into Tibet in 1950
iincl its repercussions on NEFA; the massacre of an
r\ssam Rifle Column by NEFA tribesmen in 1953, the
Naga rebellion, the visit of the Dalai and Panchen
Larnas to Sikkim in 1956, the Chinese incursion into
Longju in NEFA in 1959, followed by their full-scale
attack in 1962 and the tragic assassination in 1964 of
his very dear ancl near friend, N{r. Jigrlie Dorji, the
Prirnc \linistel of llhutan.

Tlrc Chincso invtrsjon of NEFA l-rad a profouttd
c{lect on Rustonrji and s'as a turning point. "It createcl
rr clivicliug-line in nrr' life". His n:rlrativc rlf tltc
Ilttcltattlcd Itroulicr orrls rr[ [lrtrI r'r'c'tr[.

Tlrer autlror's objcct irr u'r'itiug this book is not srr

nrrrch to rnalshnll f:lc'ts and figulcs brrt "tlrc strttlv
ol situation.s in er-olviug rtot onlv :L 1>ersouitl philo.so-

Ilrl ol'lil'r,'lrrrt rL l)r'r(li(rirl pl'ilosoplrv oI t.orli." Tlrt;
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author has certainly contributed to a large extent in
shaping the future of the tribal people of the frontier.
In the process, he himself has been shaped and re-
shaped. But his love.of the "Enchanted Frontiers" is
constant. "Governors were the birds of passage, only
f was eternal. I was more possessive of the tribals than
a tigress of her cubs."

Lt. Col. M. R. Csevpvepren

The Gentle Anarchist
G. Ostergaard and Melville Currell,

- Oxford University Press, London, S 5.50

rnHIS is an elaborate and scientiffc study of the
f leaders of the Sarvodaya Movement. It is based
upon responses by 192 leaders of the Movement to a
questionnaire administered to 40O of them. The res-
ponses are scientifically studied and a proffle of a
Sarvodaya leader as it emerged is presented in the last
chapter of the book. The authors have taken great
pains over collecting information about the Move-
ment and its leaders and have brought to bear upon
it considerable scholarship in order to analyse the
motives of leaders and the aims and character of the
Movement. The main aspect of the Sarvodaya Move-
ment tl'rat has attracted the attention of the authors
is Bhoodan and Gramdan.

The authors were attracted to Bhood ^r'::'a::dan as they regarded it as an effective means for
bringing about a peaceful social revolution in India.
They called the leaders of the movement "gentle
anarchists" as their ideal is a Stateless society to be
attained through peaceful and non-violent means.
They have paid a great compliment to the leaders by
the designation as well as by the time, labour and
money spent over collecting information about them.

After reading the tome that the authors have pro-
duced one rvonders if they would not have been better
advised to -apply their undoubted scholarship to
examine the practical results of Bhoodan and Gram-
dan. The feeling that is growing in the country is that
all efiorts that have gone into Bhoodan and Gramdan
have borne no fruit, that they have not brought about
any change in the social .situation and the movement
may degenerate into "a fraud and a hoax" if leaders
continue to talk about District-dan and State-dan
rvhen, even after Gramdan, a village remains what
it was without the slightest change in the behaviour
and mental outlook of the villagers. Sympathetic
observers of the Movement would have welcomed
such a study far more than an analysis of the thoughts
and motives of a couple of hundreds of its leaders.

V. B. Kenxrx
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WITH MANY VOICES
"The deep

trloans round-rvith many voices, Come, my friendi,
'Tis rpt too late to seek a newer world."

-Tenngson.
t

I'm a liberal, but I try not to be a_ damn fool. The Communists' advances are.a fialogue between

-]ackson, Junior Senator from the .State of the shark and the sardines.
Washington, Time, November 2?.

If an In&ari anny maqched into East.?akistan and
droye the West Pakistanis out, it would for ten daYs
be the Indian army of liberation and on the eleventh
day become the Hindu army of ocOupation.

-An Indian official ouoted in Time, 'December 6.

'\.-/ 
The only revolutionary thin! in the world is the truth.

-Professor Goldstucker,' Encounter, Arigust 1971

*f:e Registered No. MH 272

-

. {::

-The Economist, October 23.

I

.:,

At least one four-letter word'seems to be running
into trouble in Western Europe. The word is 'smut'.

-U.S. Neos U World Report, October 18.

The tragedy is not death but the degree to which
cowards and subhumans will stoop.

-King Hussein of Jordan in Time,

Poor, poor Mr. Sato. Peking, and now tarifrs. He
will kno* what Pearl Harbour-felt likb. -. '': i'

-JVm F. Buckrey t" *"t{#!#::f0,.

In China a-bicycle-is.not a boy's luxury but a man's
means of making a living.

-An American expert on China in
U.S..Neus &World Report, October 18.

The fact that Marx was a Jew still remains unmen-
tioned in books published in the Soviet Union..

-Reuben Aiuztein in the .Neu Middle East,
' November 1971.

It is n pity that there should be so many Rajasthanis,
Punjabis, and Bengalis and so few Indians like Pro-
fessor John.

-C. K. Chhangani, Statesman, November 18.

In the socialist Soviet Uniori, the ruled are in the
last resort regarded as the private property of the
lulers.

. -Professol Goldstucker, Encotntter, August 1971.

Apres lt'Iao le deluge.

-Economist headline, November 20.

To be a replica of the Soviet Union is not to be
truly Socialist and feu'. things are so opposed to the
spilit of tme Socialism as state-capitalism of the Soviet
t1'pe .

-Opinion, Novenrber 30.

l'rontise any'tirirrg, l-rut grrt l)()\\'cr. 'l'lrat's ^\loscou's
linc lol Westem Europc.

-[I.S. Nr:rr,.s &'\I'or/r/ Roltrtrl Novr"nrl'rr.r ?9

December 13.
-t,t' .

The Indian public needs to ensure that its attitude
to the. world remains right. Some of us, and rather
rnoru th"o is wise, have Lndemned in our hearts the
rest of the world.

-Rajmohan Gandhi, Himrnnt, December 10.

Those who go to bed with communists are likely
to get their bones broken.

-Pietro Nenni quoted in The Economist,' October 23.

"You Ameri"*, *'"rrt these Bussians out of this
country. I can tell you, you do not want them out half
as much as I do."

-President Sadat to U.S. Senator Henry Bellmon in
L/.S. Nercs & Worlcl Report, November 29.

To the Editor,
Fnaroorrl Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Seruie.
127, lvlahatma Gandhi Road,

Bombay 1.
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