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MOMENT OF TRUTH

M. R. Masani

DR. B. S. MINHAS, in his letter of resignation from
the Planning Commission, has certainly spilt the
beans and in what fine style he has done it! Disgusted
with the chicanery and dishonesty of the Union Gov-
ernment and the Planning Commission, he has turned
his back on them and is returning to academic life. He
deserves the thanks and good wishes of all decent
people for this service he has done to the country.

According to Dr. Minhas, the Fifth Plan is unrealistic
and any attempt to implement it will only aggravate
the economic crisis. But that is not all. It is not a mere
error of judgement on the part of his colleagues against
which he has protested. It is the lack of integrity and
honesty. According to Dr. Minhas, the figures of the
economic resources have been “cooked up” in order
to justify highly optimistic assumptions for political
reasons. For instance, there are assumptions that the
State Plants will work at 90% of their full capacity—
a performance not even remotely achieved so far! The
manner in which the figures of foreign trade have been
“doctored” has also disgusted Dr. Minhas.

Dr. Minhas has thus justified the criticism of the
2nd, 8rd and the 4th Plans (of which the 5th is only
a continuation) made repeatedly by your Editor and
many others on the floor of Parliament through the
sixties.

Unanimously Ignored

More shocking than Dr. Minhas’s disclosures is the
manner in whieh the politicians in office in New Delhi
have failed to take note of them. The Prime Minister,
the Cabinet and the National Development Council
have uniformly turned a Nelson's eye to this exposure
of the basic irresponsibility of their whole pattern of
planning and have gone ahead with affixing their rubber
stamp on this dishonest document. Mr. Y. B. Chavan,
Finance Minister, perhaps reflects best the mood of the
criminal lunatics in office by the cynical remark he
made: “How does it matter if the targets are un-
realistic? After all, have we ever achieved targets in

previous plans?” The Prime Minister, competing as
usual with her colleague, delivered herself of the
prescient observation that “even reality will prove to
be a dream and dreams will prove to be a reality”,
whatever that may mean!

Evidently, the Union Cabinet proposes to continue
its slipping down the slippery slope to economic
doom.

Mr. Sham Lal, no opponent of planning and social-
ism, has in a signed article in the Times of India on
11th December referred critically not only to the un-
reality of the Plan but the amazing behaviour of
ministers both at the Centre and the States. “What
Dr. Minhas has said”, he writes, “can be passed over
in silence or ignored. But the logic of the harsh econo-
mic facts cannot be so easily defeated.”

It is precisely such demagogy that led to the over-
throw of Sukarno in Indonesia, Nkrumah in Ghana
and Allende in Chile. “Those whom the gods wish to
destroy”, goes the old saying, “they first drive mad.”

IN THIS ISSUE

In his article the Editor highlights the im-
portance of the disclosures made by Dr. Minhas
who has resigned in disgust from the Planning
Commission and the brazen failure to answer his
charges on the part of the Chairman and the
Vice-Chairman of the Commission, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi and Mr. D. P. Dhar.

We publish Bertram Wolfe's Open Letter to
President Nixon questioning the dependability
of the detente. It could well have been addressed
to the Indian signatories to the Indo-Soviet
Treaty and the recent supplementary agreements
in Delhi.

Prof. P. N. Driver writes about Gokhale and
English Education.
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