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TERRORISM ON THE HOME FRONT

M. R.

There has been more than one press statement
from New Delhi supporting the West German rescue
of the hijacked hostages at Mogadishu Airport in
Somalia; support has been given by India in the UN
to fight international terrorism; and a statement has
been put out from Delhi that “India’s fight against
international terrorism is going to be waged on
several fronts”. All this is excellent and estimable.

But is the fight against terrorism only to be
carried on outside Indian frontiers? And is there no
corresponding obligation to deal with terrorism on
the soil of India with the same courage and deter-
mination? We ask this question because something
approximate to hijacking and the holding of
hostages to ransom is being practised on a wide scale
in the factories and workshops of this country at
the cost of the safety and dignity of managers and
officers of industrial enterprises at the hands of
hooligans who claim to represent the trade unions
and of a fall in industrial production that India so
desperately needs.

Manager Hi-jacked

Here, for instance, is a report in the Times of
India of 28th October, 1977, from its staff corres-
pondent in Kanpur:

“About 3,000 agitating workers of a cotton mill
here yesterday virtually seized the mill and
gheraoed the manager, demanding arrears of
wages for the past one month. The manager,
Mr. Agarwal, was allegedly stripped and beaten
up with iron rods by the violent workers who
did not allow the police to intervene.

The workers are said to be holding Mr. Agarwal
to ransom near a tank close to the main boiler
threatening to throw him into the boiler if the
police intervene. The gherao, which began at
9 a.m. yesterday, has not been lifted till mid-
night.

Masani

Though Mr. Agarwal was bleeding, no medical
aid could be provided to him because of the
violent attitude of the workers who were armed
with all sorts of weapons.

The District Magistrate and senior police
officers reached the spot on hearing the report,
but they are unable to do anything.

The Labour Minister, Mr. G. D. Bajpai, and
the Minister for Industries, Mr. R. R. Rustogi,
who are in town, are keeping a close watch on
the situation.”

There has been no later news about what
happened to the hapless Mr. Agarwal, whether he
succumbed to his injuries or whether ransom was
paid to the labour hooligans in the way of wages,
bonus, Diwali gratuity or what have you.

No Aberration

This, alas, is not an isolated incident, but is
being duplicated in different forms throughout the
country. It is no aberration but a deliberate pattern

(Continued on page 12)

IN THE ISSUE

There is varied fare in this issue. From ‘Terro-

* rism On The Home Front’, which is dealt with
by the Editor, and the Delhi Declaration On
Press Freedom, we travel with President Sadat
to Jerusalem and listen to ‘A Voice From
Rhodesia’.

We publish an article by Ernest Van Den Haag
on the fundamental issue of ‘Justice And The
Market’.

There are also reviews of Theatre, T.V. ahd a
book.
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