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The Brezhnev Visit

NISSIM EZEKIEL

The Indo-Soviet communique on Brezhnev’s visit
made no mention of Afghanistan. Mrs. Gandhi claims
it was in the interests of “sanity”, and a “political
settlement”, as against, presumably, a military one.
Overlooking Poland, Breznnev oftered the West a nive-
point “‘peace” programme in the Gulf area. India is
praised for its role in the “non-aligned” movement.

The strategy and the ideclogy behind it are plain,
but the principles are dubious. The Soviet Union de-
mands the right to expand its hegemony without “in-
terference”. India recommends appeasement in order
to avoid “confrontation”.

On all national and international issues, India’s policy-
makers and their supporters are now inclined to aban-
don principles in favour of power factors. Congress (i)
members ask for the reimposition of the Emergency.
Measures are considered for down-grading the Judiciary
and controlling the Press. Systematic propaganda is
made for a change in the system, so that state and
national governments may remain ‘“stable” regardless
of their performance.

Democratic institutions are criticised in India with-
out any reference to an oppressive dictatorial and
totalist ideology which dominates large parts of the
world. Diversionary tactics are repeatedly adopted in
the face of pressing economic problems, while at the
same time the “down-trodden” and the “underpriveleg-
ed sections of society” are invoked in every relevant or
irrelevant context.

Any commentary on current events is useful only to
the extent that it suggests clarifications and defines
specific norms. The Brezhnev visit, for example, was
an opportunity for India to take a stand against the
invasion of one country by another. Mrs. Gandhi did
that, in fact, theoretically, but compromised her con-
victions in practice. By that failure, she weakened her
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image internationally, added to the confusion of the
non-augned nations and reduced India’s political sta-
ture. Sne also destroyed the role india may have play-
ed in halting the expansionist compuisions of the
Soviet Union.

in excioange for this all-round surrender, india is
promised crude oil and weapons. However practical and
realistic politics has to be, it is self-defeating if it is
totally unprincipled. Mrs Gandni couid have boosted
India’s morale by upholding her avowed beliefs instead
of trading them for material goods.

Those international forces of peace which have
rightly rejected the Soviet view of that blessed word
are not decerved. Not only the independence of Af-
ghanistan but the idea of independence has been be-
trayed by the Indo-Soviet communique. The bogus
forces of “peace”, by which they mean an eventual com-
munist take-over without resistance, have beeen greatly
encouraged by it. Their strategy is working well.

No doubt, other norms, other conclusions. But I
wonder how many Indians who think of these things
really believe that India emerged honourably from the
Brezhnev visit!

Similarly, how many believe that a change to the
presidential system would benefit our impoverishied
masses? Is there anything substantial which cannot be
done for them in parliamentary democracy?

If an Emergency is reimposed, those clamouring for
it may not escape its clutches. Their friends and rela-
tives, not only their political enemies, could be impri-
soned without trial. Arrests under the National Secu-
rity Ordinance have already begun. It is by no means
obvious that the persons arrested endanger the security
of the nation, that a fair trial for them is unnecessary.
Today them, tomorrow us.

A free press and judiciary have always been and will
always be the best guarantees of human rights. When-
ever they are violated, there is no other recourse than
to the press and the judiciary. To put those under
executive power is to enter the perpetual darkness of
tyranny and terror.
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