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1984 AND THE ORWELLIAN PROPHECY

GOVIND TALWALKAR

IN A lucid article on Dickens and Tolstoy George
Orwell had said that though Dickens could reach
simple people and Tolstoy could not, Tolstoy’s appeal
was wider; his characters could cross a frontier.
Dickens, according to him, was unintelligible outside
the English-speaking culture.

George Orwell was unlike his fellow-countrymen in
that he could cross the frontier as is well illustrated
by, at least, his Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-
Four. Both of them have to be considered together,
as although their treatment is different, the theme is
the same. Awnimal Farm takes after fable while Nirne-
teen Eighty-Four is anti-Utopia. They deal with the
failure of a revolution and the consequent terror, sup-
pression of the individual, usurpation of power by the
ruthless who use it to dehumanise people who are
helpless and lifeless to face the onslaught of the tota-
litarian state.

Both the novels have become classics but anybody
would prefer Animal Farm to Nineteen Eighty-Four
as the former is superior as a work of ast, though the
latter is more talked about. But both of them have
gone deep into the psyche of the thinking people.
They have enriched the English language, giving it
new words, telling phrases with nouns and pronouns
being turned into adjectives. Hence we speak of an
Orwellian situation.

Orwell had to slog for many years but with Animal
Farm he was acclaimed as a great writer. Though the
manuscript was rejected by over a dozen publishers
both in England and in America, once it saw the light
of the day its popularity never abated or waned. To
be successful, satire had to be gay and funny. Animal
Farm measures up to it. With its success Orwell came
into his own and so we have a confident note in

deathbed. Of course, the satirical vein continues in
this last novel and his essay on the principle of the
Newspeak, given as an appendix, reaches the height
of satire.

With these two novels Orwell is ranked with Swift.
He himself had a great fascination for Swift whose
Gulliver's Travels held sway over him even when he
was eight years old. Like Gulliver’s Travels, Orwell’s
Animal Farm became a children’s book, though Orwell
himself, it is said, would request the owners of the
bookshop to remove it from the children’s section.
Orwell as a master of satire could be in the same class
as Swift but was not one with him by temperament
or political outlook. He once observed that Swift had
no belief in progress and had a general hatred towards
humanity. Besides, he was a Tory. Swift confessed:

He was an Honest Man, I'll swear —

Why, Sir, I differ from you there,

For, 1 have heard another Story,

He was a most confounded Tory.

Orwell had no general hatred for humanity. He
might occasionally be given to a vile mood, would
indulge in mvective; being angry with Kingsley Mar-
tin’s politics, would refuse to see his face in a
restaurant, but he had no hatred for humanity. As
Michael Foot has observed, Swift’s pessimism stayed
close to his orthodox Christianity. Orwell, however,
was not religious in the conventional sense. He was
horrified by the totalitarian states and outicok, but he
had not lost faith in human beings, even when we
know that Winston Smith in Nineteen Eighty-Four is
redueed to pulp and was dehumanised enough to
denounce his beloved.

Malcolm Muggeridge has described him as Knight

_of the Woeful Countenance, as Don_ Quixote, but he

Nineteen Eighty-Four which he completed on his

also says that Orwell was really, in his own odd way,
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