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‘THE RAJAJI STORY’ is the second of a two-volume
biography of Chakravarti Rajagopalachari by Raj-
mohan Gandhi, grandson of Rajaji and Gandhiji.
The first volume was published by Bharatan Publica-
tions, Madras, in 1978 under the title “A Warrior
from the South” and priced at Rs. 45. Inflation seemis
to have caught up with the second part published six
years later. ‘

The biography brought back nostalgic memories of
a period between 1960 and 1972 when I had the op-
portunity to meet Rajaji at fairly frequent intervals.

What impressed me the first time I met him was
the simplicity of the man, and the total absence of
appurtenances that are generally associated with VIPs.
And Rajaji, whether in power or out of it was indeed
a VVIP. |

A thought that kept intruding while reading this
extremely well-written biography, was speculation
whether Rajaji would have been India’s first Prime
Minister had he been born in the north. In one of
their rather flamboyant pre-poll advertisements, the
Congress (I) asks whether a person’s destiny should be
decided by birth or merit. Whether it is Rajiv Gandhi
or Rajaji, birth was very much a factor in deciding
that the former would be Prime Minister and the latter
not!

Right up to 1941 Gandhiji considered Rajaji to be
his successor but now he was replaced by Nehru. Raj-
mohan Gandhi explains the reasons: “Nehru’s popu-
larity was wider than C.R.’s, his (Nehru’s) face and
personality had drawing power. . .his lack of faith in
negotiations with the British was more in accord with
the public mood than C.R.’s willingness to keep try-
ing. . .Moreover having failed to master Hindi. ..
C.R. was not in a position to achieve a rapport with
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the vast Norih Indian masses. Gandhi realised that
the nation as a whole was more likely to turn to Nehru
than to C.R. Gandhi recognised a philosophical bond
in the broadest sense of the term between himself and
Nehru.”

Being grandson to both the Mahatma and Rajaji,
Rajmohan Gandhi, I suspect, tries to tread the fence
on occasions. The biography, as I have already men-
tioned, is extremely well written and brings out Rajaji’s
personality, warts and all, in a manner that few bio-
graphies I have read, do. But this attempt I felt crept
in several times when dealing with the relationship
between Rajaji and Gandhiji.

The fact of the matter is that even if he differed with
Gandhiji, Nehru chose to keep such feelings to him-
self or at least not to differ with his mentor publicly.
Rajaji, on the other hand suffered from no such inhi-
bitions. Reason and logic dictated his attitudes and
actions. If he thought that Gandhiji was wrong, as he
did for instance on what he was convinced was the
need to co-operate with the British in the war effort or
opposing the Quit India resolution when the Japanese
were knocking at India’s eastern gates or again on the
inevitability of Pakistan, he had no hesitation in de-
bating the issue with Gandhiji and differing with him
publicly if necessary. It is now a matter of history
that in each of these issues he was vindicated by sub-
sequent events. Gandhiji, it has been repeated a mil-
lion times, made men out of clay. Rajaji was no clay
to be moulded. He was a man in his own right.

If we are paying today with dynastic rule, the finger
squarely points in the direction of Gandhiji who desig-
nated Nehru his heir. Public figures have no moral
right to nominate heirs as if the country is some kind
of family business or inheritance. Harsh words, per-
haps, but can the facts be denied?

Rajaji, as incidents in the biography illustrate, had
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