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ing Mrs. Gandhi's assussination.  Couatributors 1o the
volume include Rajni Kothari, Raj Thapar. Darshan
Singh  Maini, Baljit Malik, Veena Das and Inder
Mohan.

As (he editors Harsh Scthi and Smitu Kothari ex-
plain in their preface, “the catnage of Sikhs in Delhi
and other parts of India js fast fading from public
memory. It is only the survivors who continue o
quicily grieve, with their hopes of securing justice
from the State fucing rapid erosion.” The pathetiv
petformance of the officially-appointed Mishra Com-
mission of Inquiry, coupled with the steadfust refusl
of the administration 10 bring to book the perpetrutors
of this unprecedented savagery, only serve to under
line the seminal role that voluntary bodies like Loka-
yan can and should play in educating the public on
the misdeeds of those in high places.

—KSV

The Politics of Broadcasting

THE categorical and repeated assertions of Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi that the time is not ripe for radio and tele-
vision in India to be granted autonomy from govern-
ment control should serve as an cye-opener for those
who retain a touching faith in the ‘liberalism® of the
new dispensation in Dellli.  This patently spurious
argument put forward by Mr. Gandhi for keeping thz
media in shackics would do any tinpot dictator proud.
+ Unfortunately, it has been 2 curious aspect of (hz
ongoing debate on the subject that even the most vocul
advocate of autonomy has not thought fit to put fos-
ward what is an ebviows solulion to the impasse creat-
cd by the government’s unwillingness to loosen its
grip on AIR and Doordarshan, viz, the establishment
and development of private radio and television sta-
tions. Novel us the idea may seem in India, it is not
without parallel clsewhere in the world, as a recently
published book, The Politics of Broadcasting (edited
by Raymond Kuhn; Croom-Helm), indicates.

Italy provides the most illuminating example, Until
very recently, hroadeasting in that country was a
closely-controlled  state monopoly, with the govern-
ment allowine itde freedom for the dissemination of
views antithetical (o its own interests.  When rumble
ings of protest over this tight controb of the medin
Decame appiient in the late filties, it olfered the pre-
dictable sop: a second  television chuannel  {equaily
tightly controlled ) amd o massive expansinon of the
television puetwork, covering ne less thanr 86 per eont
of the population in fess than six vears. When even
this failed to stem the growing dissatisfuction among

the Itihan public, the government tried yet another
trich—it enacted a law shifting control of the official
medix from the executive to parliament.  Expectedly
enough, this measure too made little difference because
of the in-built governmental majority in parliament
that cnsured the retention of indirect executive con-
trol.

But reul change was not long in coming, though
from an altogether unexpected source. In 1975 the
Ttatian Constitutional Court delivered a series of jude-
ments which truly revolutionised broadceasting in that
country.  First. the Courl ruled that state monopoly
was nol justified (except at the national level ), Next,
it declared that cstablishing cable television networks
and transmitters for foreign as well as local television
stations was legal. More important, it ruled that staee
monopoly over broudcasting would be valid only “if
it could offer a full range of programmes, if it could
be impartial in news output and open to all cultural
developments, if it could guarantec the ‘right of access’
and ‘right of reply’ subject to parliamentary control
and, finally, if it could ensure that jourmalists could
fulfil their professional duties.”

The results of these verdicts were as dramatic as
they were heartwarming. By 1983 Italy had betwees
700 and 8OO private TV stations and between G000
to 8000 private radio stations. 32 million Italians
enjoy a multickannel television system which gives
them on average between seven and eleven channels
for approximately 13 hours a day... In some cities
it is possible to select from eighteen to twenty chan-
ncls.  In Venice, Milan or Turin, for example, the
well-equipped Italian hovsehold can receive program-
mes from a variety of loreign stations transmitting
from France, Monaco, Switzerland, Austria and so
on, as well as native Italian owtput ... By 198) ltaly
reached the highest density of radio and TV stations
per capita in the world: one radio station for every
16,000 inhabitants and one television station for every
53,000 inhabitants.”

Agreed, numbers may nut be all; that quantity is no
assurance of quality. But the very provision of choire
to the consumer (on the intelligent exercise of whose
judgment will, in the ultimate analysis. depend the
character of the fare offered) is a chunge that is &
woleome as s Do-readiiog, Tow one wishes some
public spirited group in India takes up the iniliative
and moves 1he Supreme Court for similar reliel. The
Supreme Conrt will in torn, be rendering a signal ser-
vice 1o the cause of freedom by following the cxample
of i1s Nalian counterpart and releasing broudeasting in
India from the vice-like grip of stute control,

—KSV



V. B. Karnik— A Tribute

Vilas Patankar

ON NOVEMBER 3, 1985, Mr. V. B. Karnik brecathed
his last. The only consoling thought then was the
memory of a blood curdling event approximately [our
Jecades und nmiore avo which, through sheer stroke ot
fortune had saved Mr. Karnik from being fatally stab-
bed. It so happened that Mr. Karnik was briskly
climbing up the flight of steps lcading to the Mumbati
Girni Kamgar Unjon’s office along with Mr. Wamaa -
rao Kulkurni. Suddenly two men came rushing down
the siaircase with glittering knives 1o attack Mr. Karnik,
In a split second Mr. Kulkarni threw himself between
Mr Karnik and the assailants. There was a big com:
motion. A crowd gathered. The two men were nab-
bed and were to be handed over to the police when
Mr, Karnik, gently but very firmly said—"leave them
alone. This episode must end here. Let us forget it
and concentrate all our attention upon making ihe
best possible medical aid available to Wamanrao.”
The assailants were dazed, so were the people gather-
ed there. Truly did Mr, Karnik resemble the Bishop
in Les Miscrables. 1 cannot estimate the debt we all
owe to Mr. Kulkarmni who risked his life gravely to
savc that which was so very precious to the socicty
as a whole.

A Serene Presence

Since my early childhood, I had always experienced
a feeling of screnity and confidence in Mr. Karnik's
presence, because it was reassuring, He always radiat-
ed wisdom, symipathy and an indescribable moral cour-
age, A wvisit Lo Ratilal Mansion, where Mr. Karnik
ressded for many years was always enjoyable. He was
very alfectionate to us children and found time to tell
us many new and interesting things. Mrs. Karnik was
very lively and hospitable.

At all hours of the day visitors streamed in, to have
4 word with Mr. Karnik. His friendly hand of assis-
tance was exicnded to them all with warmth and no
cxpectations. I oam reminded of an incident which
tnlliuenced me greatly somewhere in 1957 T wae
stunding close to Mr. Karnik at the entrance to the
Luxmit Narayuan Temple Garden st Kemps Corner, Mr.
Rarnih was receiving imvitees W e reception atranged
ta mark the wedding of his elder son Arvind. For
s people came almost in a continuous stream. Mt
wurnik respectfully welcomed them all with the tradi-
Benal namaskar and had o word or two with cach
hefore he asked someane to escort them 1o theiy seate,

Mr. Karnik Jid not move away from his position at
the gate to give special atiention even o a V.LP. like
Mr. Y. B, Chavan who arrived with a group of politi-
cal slalwarts, because each invitce to that reccpiion
wils as imporlant as every other and descrved the same
attention,

Mr. Karpik's supreme control over his emations and
his sensc of duty were equally amazing. Many years
ago Mrs. Karnik was admitted to the Cama Hospital
for ubdominal surgery. Mr. Karnik stood by her side
and comforted her till she was ushered into the ope-
ration theatre.  In the next moment he was on the
lawns of the hospital fully engrossed in writing the edi-
torial for fndependent India which had to be despatch-
ed to the press before Mrs. Karnik was brought out
of the operation ihcatre. But more astounding was
the fortitude and self-control shown by him when he
arrived al Bombay from Delhi after a conference, only
to be {old about the death of Mrs. Karnik who was
cruclly murdered. Relatives and friends had thronged
the house before Mr. Karnik arrived at Ratilal Man-
sion. They were all stunned by the incident. None

iy
-+

A Life of Great Dignity

V. B, KARNIK was a pillar of the Democratic
Research Service and its journal, Freedom First.
For as long as I can remember, he was Honorary
Secretary of the Democratic Research Service
and for several yeurs he was Editor of Freedom
First. In fact, I handed over the editorship to him
and he, in turn, handed it back o me! FEven
during the lust two or three years when hc could
not atlend office, Mr. S. V. Raju and [ used to
call on him at his home in Bandra to post hint
with developments and seek his guidance and
advice. His passing away therefore is a preat
loss to us.

Karnik lived with great dignity, even though
it was often accompanied by poverty., Hec dic:l
with just as much dignity because. when he re-
pained consciousness after his Tast attack, he ask-
ed that all artificial aids like (ubes and drups
should be withdeawn and thae Nature should b
allowed to take its course. He old his family
that e had lived a full Tife and that. a1 the uee
of B2, he did not want 10 anifictally prolong his
cAistence.

Minoo Masani
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Indian Agriculture — A Stunted Giant

Bhanu Prcatap Singh

IN OLD CHINA, parents used lo bind the feet of
their female children to retain their small size, which
was considered beautilul in those days. 1o post-inde-
pendence India, Nehru and Mahalanobis opted for a
development strategy which they considered progres-
sive, but which has prevented Indian agriculture from
growing to ils full stature. According to this strategy,
the rate of economic growth is essentially a function
of capital formativn in large scale enterprises, parti-
cularly in the public sector. Hence most of the capi-
1al and other resources of the country were diverted ‘o
achieve that end. In this strategy, agriculture is sup-
posed to play no vital role except to provide food for
bare subsistance, raw materials for agro-based indus-
tries, and surpluses for industrial growth. Developme:nt
of agriculture for its own sake, or improving the eco-
nomic and living conditions of agriculturists were con-
sidered secondary, though, for political reasons, lip
homage was paid to agriculture all the time. But for
the policy constraints imposed by this strategy, Ind.an
agriculture would have grown much faster and by now
our country ranked amongst the major exporters of
farm products. Rajiv Gandhi claims that he is follow-
ing the policies laid down by Pandit Nehru and Smt.
Gandhi, and we have no evidence yet, at least in the
farm sector, to disbelieve him.

Nature’s Bounty

India enjoys many advantages in respect of agricul-
tural production, OQur cultivable area excceds fifty
per cent of our geographical area, which in the world,
as a whole is about 115 . Though our population is
large, per capita availabijlity of arable land in India
equals the world averuge if we leave out three coun-
tries viz. U.S.A,, US.5.R, and Canada, and 15 63%
more than in the rest of Asia. We also have ample
supplies of water which czn enable us to irrigate 113 m.
hectares of land. But our greatest advantage lics in
our moderate climate which enahles us to grow two to
three crops in a year whereas in most other countries,
due to severe winters, only one crop can be harvested
in a year. Thus, it is not the lack of natural resourc-
es—land, water and sunshine—which is the canse of
widespread under-nourishment of our people.  The
low productivity (yicld per hectare) ol vur lund, which
is approximalely vne-third of what is oblained in ad-
vanced countries and two-third ol the world average
is due to poor utilization of nature’s bounty. Other
indicators of the continucd backwardness of our agri-
culture are:

{1) that the growth of our {arm production during
the decade 1971 to 8! has been the slowest,
among countries of South East Asia, except
those of Bangla Desh and Nepal;

(1) that our foodgrains production in 1981-82, a
record one till then, wuas only 8.829% of the
world production though our share in the total
world arable land and population were 11.76
and 15.66% respectively; and

(iii) that our average per capita caloric inlake con-
tinues to be 10 to 20% below the minimu
required for healthy living. It all Indjans had
the purchasing power 10 buy two square meals
a day for themselves, the record production of
1983-84 would fall short of the demand.

Potential Of Indian Agriculture

The ¢la.m that the potential of Indian agriculture is
of gigantic proportions is based not only on theoretical
considerations, but on results already achieved in cer-
1ain parts of the country. Punjub, whose agricultural
land is less than 3% of the national total, has in 1983-
44 coniributed 9.75% to the national foodgrain pro-
duction, registering a productivity which is more than
three times the average of the country, There is how-
ever nothing special about the Punjab. On the Nation-
a2l Demonstration Plots, scattered all over the country,
which are laid out by the Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research to determine the production potential
of crops in different parts of the country, mean yields
of Puaddy, wheal maize, bajra and jowar have becn
obtined, which are 3.00, 2.56, 3.31, 6.34 and 6.12
limes respectively of the national average yietds, The
overall low preductivity of our agriculture is not due
to the nigggurdliness of nature but the low rate of in-
puts-application,

In agriculture, its potential should be regarded as
the capacity of an industrial unit, Percentage utiliza-
tion of capacity is an important criterion to judge the
performance of an industrial wnit. If the same crite-
rion is upplied to agriculture, it would be found, that
s capaciy otilization etnl production in relatiyn
to potential) is very poor, perhaps no more than 307%.

Performance of Indian AgricuMure

Nuxt, el us see how Indian agriculre has perform-
ed in the recent past as well as in the long run,

First. we take a close look at the performance of the
sixth Plan in respect of foodgrain production. Perfor-
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mance of any plan should be judged not by looking
at the production figure of only one year, but of all
the five years singly, as well as coliectively. The ori-
ginal targets of foodgrain production set for the years
1980-81, R1-82, 82-83, 83-84 and 84-85 were 135.0,
138.5, 142.0, 148.0 and 153.6 million tons respecti-
vely, The actual production in these years were
129.6, 133.3, 129.5, 1524 and 146.2 miilion tons.
Except in the year 1983-84, in which production was
4.4 million tons higher than the target, production in
other years fell short of the targets. The npet total
shortfall in foodgrains production during the sixth
Plan has been 26.1 million tons, and yet this plan has
been acclaimed as highly successfol in raising agricul-
tural production! This claim is bused on the perfor-
mance of only one year viz. 1983-84. But that should
not lead to any complacency.

Our per capita caloric intake remains less than the
minimum required for healthy living. What is still
more alarming, is the rapid fall in the per capita avail-
ability of pulses, which is the only source of protein
for poor families. From an average per capita avail-
ability of 25.3 kgms. per annum during the five year
period 1955-59, it has declined to only 13.6 kgms, per
capita during the five year period 1980-84.

The average annual foodgrain production during the
sixth Plan period was 138.2 m. tons. During the first
Plan period, the average production was 63.0 m. tons.
Over the 30-year period from the first to the sixth
Plan, the average annual growth rate works out o
2.65 per cent. This can be said to be the long term
growth trend of foodgrains production in India. How
this has fluctvated in different 5-yearly perods, is
shown in the following table:

Quingoenainm Growth Rates of Foodgrains Production

Averape Percentape
Total growth in
Five Year Periods Foodgrain Production
Production over the
in m. tons Previous
quinguennium
1950-51 to 54-55 63.06 —
1955-56 10 59-60 72,87 15,56 {2.93)
1960-61 10 64-65 83,01 13.92 (2.64)
1965-66 10 69-70 87.01 4.81 (0.95)
1970-71 to 74-75 103.02 18.41 {3.44)
1973-Tt lu 73-5U IOV TN 6 32 3.1y
1980-81 o B4-83* 138.2 15,13 (2 %6y
Average annual
prowlh over the 30
sepr period — 26

Ficures it brackets denote average annoul percent growth
diring the quinguennium.

* Based on provisional production esiimate of
146.2 m, 1ans,

1984-85 at

From the tubulation, it can be seen that the growth
of foodgrains production in the last five ycars has not
been the fastest. In fact, it has exceeded the grow:h
rate of only two previous quinquenniums.

Before we discuss the reasons for the continued
backwardness of Indian agriculture, let it be under-
stood that the present accumulation of large foocdgrains
stocks in government godowns is not duc to overpro-
duction in the country, but unnecessary imports during
the years 1982, '83 and '84. During these years tolal
internal procurement totailed 49.73 . tons, and the
off-take from the public distribution system was oniy
44.40 m. tons. Thus there was no scarcity of food-
grains in the country, and yet during these three yeais
8.02 m. tons were imported. These imporls were
made not to make good any deficit in the country, but
to keep farm prices depressed. In a year of record
production, imports were also the heaviest since 1975.
It is on account of this mismatch between record pro-
duction and rccord import, that not only will the Gov-
emment of India lose heavily, but farmers too will
suffer throughout the country.

Poor Capital Formation In the Farm Sector

Indian agriculture cannot be modernized on empiy
assurances only. Iis capital and other needs will have
to be fully met. It is surprising that no one in the
Planning Commission has yet quantified the capiial
requirement for the modernisation of our agriculture,
much less drawn out a scheme for raising it. The
importance of assessing the amount of capital needed
for agricultural development has been realised by tbe
Food and Apgricultural Organisation (FAQ). They
appoinied a group of experts to study, with reference
to the developing countries, the prospective and policy
issues of workl agriculture upto the year 2000, Among
other subjects, they have also dealt at some length,
with the capital input requirement of the developing
countries for their agricultural development. In their
publication “Agriculture Towards 200", they have
supggested that the incremental net capital-output ratio
applicable in case of agriculture during the period
1980-2000 will be 3:1. But if we take into account
the depreciation in the existing facilities, the incremen-
waf gross capital output ratio (ICOR) will be 4.5:1.
Our own experience of deployment of capital for agci-
cultural development confirms the F.A.Q. estimaic,
Incidentlly, the [ICOR of industrial upits in the public
sector i Lindia, according 10 a World Bank report, is
Isil.

The Cultural Question

In our country, unless we double our farm produc-
tion within the next 15 years, which is quite feasihle,
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it will not be possible to reduce the poverly of our
masses to any appreciable cxtent. Doubling of our
production during the next 25-30 years will be of no
greal help, because, in that period, our population will
also have nearly doubled, lecaving us nutritionally and
otherwise at the same level as at present.

Doubling of production within 15 years requires an
annual growth ratc of 5%. [If this growth rate is to
be achieved, gross capital formation in the farm sector
should be of the order of 5 X 4.5 = 22.5 per cent of
the value added by agriculture. Therefore, the most
crucial question is: how do our planners propose to
raise capital formation in the farm-sector to the level
of 22.5 per cent of the value added by agriculture?
According to the National Income Statistics, gross
capital formation in the farm sector during the nine-
year period 1972-73 to 1980-81 was 10.79 per cent
of the value added by agriculture. During the same
period, gross capital formation in manufacturing was
39.99 per cent of the value added by that sector. That
explains the faster growth of manufacturing industries.
There is, indeed, no inherent superiority in manufac-
turing industries as producers of wealth for the nation.
On the same capital investment, returns from agricul-
ture are much more than in manufacturing industries.
The government’s own perference, however, is evident
from the fact that in the public sector, capital forma-
tion in manufacturing has generally been 50 per cent
more than in agriculture, though the contribution of
the latter to the NDP is more than twice that of the
former. Not only did the government not invest ad-
equately in the farm sector, but it has also effectively
retarded capital formation within the farm sector by
turning the terms of trade against farmers. Since 1970-
71, the procurement price of wheat has ben raised by
2.06 times. whereas price index of “all Commodities™
has risen by 3.57 times (weck ending 22nd June "85).
Conseguently, farmers have now to sell 73.3 per ceat
more of their wheat, as they did in 1970-71, to buy
the same mix of goods. As far as farm inputs, except
fertilizers, are concerned. the situation is even worse,
they have now to selt 27.1, 1119, 112.3, 88.9, and
139.2 per cent more of their wheat compared to what
they did in 1970-71 to buy the same units of fertilizers,
dicsel, clectricity tractors and agricultural phowrafi~,
Because productivity of wheat has not increased fast
enough to cope with the relative price increases of
other commodities, the real income or the purchasin
power of Parmers has sharply dectined. Any impuiniad
analyst can sce, that as o consequence of price 1wists
the drain of income of the farm sector to the rest has
been of a higher order than what the gavernment has
been spending on agricultural and rural development

Cauptive Producers and Captive Consumers

The above noted price situation is not due to thz
natural law of supply und demand, but due to policies
pursued by the government, Briefly stated these are:
distribution of foodgrains procured within the coumry
and purchased from abroad, at prices which are much
lower than their economic cost, thereby forcing the
farmers to sell their products at less than the subsidiz-
ed price; imposition of restrictions on trade, processing
and movement of foodgrains; continuance of indirect
taxcs on farm inputs both by Unicn and State govern-
ments; and forcing farmers to buy shoddy farm imple-
ments, domestically produced, at much higher prices
though similar implements of 1 superior quality are
available in international markets at cheaper rates.
The farmers have thus been reduced to the status of
“captive producers and captive consumers.”

In the distribution of scarce national resources too,
rural people bave not yet received their due. Tf the
demands of power and credit from the rural areas are
adequately met, the face of rural India can change
within a decade. But inspite of the tall claims made,
power made available to the farm sector is no more
than one-sixth of the total consumed in the country;
and direct advances to the farm sector by the schedul-
ed commercial banks no more than one-seventh of the
total advances made by them.

The price squeeze and the deprivation to which the
farm sector has been subjected have considerably re-
tarded the growth of inputs-consumption and agricul-
tural production. These are consequences of the poli-
cies pursued so far. The first step towards rural
progress would he to change these policies and let the
farm sector retain its surpluses for its own develop-
ment. This could be done by restoring the farmers’
right to scll their produce at the best price that they
can get. This would be possible only when a network
of rural warehouses is provided; all restrictions on
trade, processing and movement of foodgrains with-
drawn: and the practice of dumping of doubly-subsi-
dized imported foodgrains in the country stopped.
Moreover, the villages should be made more liveable
hy providing safe drinking water, betier communica-
tions, schools, hospitals ete.  In short, exploitation of
the farm sector through price manipulation must stap.
and the rural peonle should get their duc share of
budgetary atlocations and scarce national resources
such as power and eredite swhich ought to be in pro-
portion to their contribution to the national income, il
not to their numbers,

RHANL PRATADP SINGH » o former Minisler of State fos
Serticolture, Govenimenl ol India,
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Traditions and Trends in Marathi Newspapers
D. B. Karnik

NEWSPAPERS in Marathi language have a distinct
tradition of their own, This tradition was laid down
by diflerent thinkers who started newspapers to pro-
pagate their ideas. The thinkers belonged to different
political and social faiths, For instance, Bal Ganga-
dhar Titak stood for nationalism. Agarkar, on the
other hand, gave priority to social reform which he
emphasised should precede freedom of the country.
The valiant pioncer of the social reforin movement was
Jyotiba Phulay, who condemned orthodoxy, the Brah-
min rule and tyranny over untouchables and women.
Jyotiba was almost a revolutionary in thought, word
and deed. He started the Satya Shodhak movement
as a counterblast to Brahmin domination and oppres-
sion. It was Jyotiba Phulay, who started the first
school for women in the teeth of Brahmin opposition.
Jyotiba’s ideas were upheld by Agarkar, who through
his weekly named Sudharak bravely urged the com-
mon people to rise in revolt against all kinds of ortho-
doxy. Tilak through his paper Kesari pave a clarion
call against British rule and declared “Swaraj is my
birthright and I shall have it”. There cnsued a strug-
gle between forces of nationalism and forces who
stood for social reform.

Te Awaken Political Consciousness

This tradition is still continued by Marathi papers
with a broader perspective, as a result of the spread
of education and development of trade, industry and
apriculture. The advancement of nationalist struggle
brought forth many newspapers both in the cities and
villapes of Maharashtra, They challenged Briish
authority and supported the freedom struggle launch-
ed by Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders, While the
predominant content in the Marathi newspapers was
to awaken political consciousness among people, the
social reform movement also got equal publicity as
well as patronage. After attainment of independence,
the nation took strides in achieving social objectives,
which meant amehoration of the conditions ol pour
people and giving them equality in sociul status. This
was the objective of the movement launched by Dr.
Ambedkar for the upliftment of the so-called untouch-
ables. Maharashtra was one of those provinces, which
responded to the uppeal of both Jyotiba Phulay aml
Dr. Ambedkar. Marathi newspapers have always
championed the causes of the depressed clusses.

During the struggle for independence and afte;
when Congress and other political parties advocated
the path of socialism, a new factor attracied the atten-
tion of newspapers and the content of the editorials as
well as news changed considerably to welcome the
new trend of thought. Maharashtra again took the
lead in propagating and popularising socialism, be-
cause the labour movement in Bombay led both by
socialists and communists as well as by the Congress
Left, upheld the Russian Revolution as the harbinger
of equality and prosperity. Under the influence of
socialist thought, a co-operative movement also took
root in Maharashtra, mmuch ahead of any other pro-
vince and co-operative sugar factories, co-operalive
banks and such other institutions sprung up in Maha-
rashtra. This co-operative movement has been instra-
mental in establishing what is known as the sugar
lobby as a powerful force io Maharashtra,

Social Causes

Marathi newspapers thus have four distinct trends
towards influencing public opinion. Basically they
stand for nationalism which now means national en-
deavour for progress. Secondly, now that the coun-
try is free, responsibility for raising the standard of
living of the people and bringing in social equality
has to be shouldered by society. Newspapers being
part of society have to help this progress, which they
do in adequate measure. Thirdly, the fight against
orthodoxy and upliftment of the Scheduled Castes and
Tribes have to be the next target of propaganda.
Marathi newspapers have, by and large, tried to venti-
late the grievances of these God-forsaken people. Last-
ly, Marathi papers have been generally in the fore-
front in respect of popularising socialism though they .
have been critical about the advance of communism.

Marathi newspapers can be divided inte two sec-
tions, viz. City papers and papers in the rural areas.
City papers, particularly those, which are published in
Bombay wicld tremendous influence throughout Maha-
rashtra.  Other cities which can claim  substantial
readers in their own arcas are Peona, Nasik, Nagpur
and Aurangabad. There are also district papers which
prosper through Zilla Parishads and co-operative fac-
tories. Distinction has also to be made between chain
papers, which are affluent and others conducted by
companies or individual owners huving limited circu-
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lation and small papers which are dependent on adver-
tiscments from local bodies.

Marathi newspapers do dcbate serious issues. There
are national issues like the Punjab or Assam problems.
Considerable heat is brought about in thcse discus-
sions, because a large number of papers are influenced
by the ruling party, while many others suppert the
point of view of the opposition. Among the opposi-
tion, the Bharatiya Janata Party has many more adhe-
rents in the Press, being trained basically by the Rash-
triva Swayamsevak Sangh—the R.5.5. This trend
has been dominating the Marathi newspapers. It has
been the trend which opposed Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi during the years
before independence and after. Even now, this trend
displays seeming support to Rajiv Gandhi, though
privately, journalists of this thinking would wish Rajiv
Gandhi to fail in his effort to take the nation to the
21st century through computerised technology.

Lively Discussions

Generally newspapers in India tend to take a nepa-
tive view of developments in the country. Marathi
newspapers are no exception to this rule. But in
Maharashtra, the co-operative movement has caught
the imagination of the people and under the influence
of Dr. Ambedkar, the depressed classes have been gain-
ing strength against the machinations of the ortho-
doxy. The so-called untouchables do not find them-
selves in the wilderness now, as before. They agitate
for their rights, launch movements for redressing their
grievances and make their voice felt in the Govern-
ment, in educational institutions and in social fields.
The neo-Buddhist movement is making inroads in the
society and newspapers have to write either for or
against them, if they insist on naming a vniversity for
Dr. Ambedkar or asking for greater admissions in the
services or in educational institutions, Marathi news-
papers bath in the eities and in the districts have been
giving a lot of space to articles written on the sociolo-
gical aspects of such issues as the Reservation policy,
labour-management relations, fair price for agricul-
tural products, reinoval of imbalance between different
regions, impact of decentralisation. etc. These are all
vital issues, connected with the lives of the common
people.  Newspapers hold differing view pnints on
these issues and a lively discussion takes place when
strong views are expressed on both sides.

Newspapers in Marathi can be said to he influennal
in moulding public opinion, Tt is because they are
edited by serious-minded people, whose opinions are
generally held in high esteem by the people, There is

a strong reading ¢lass particularly in the districts which
gives thought to the opinions expressed by newspapers.
Readers, however, have to be differentiated between
those who siay in the cities and those who stay in the
villages. The city people have hardly any time to go
through all the material published in the newspapers,
including the editorials. They just scan the headlines
before leaving for work and are satisfied that they have
read the paper. The village people, on the other
hand, read the paper thoroughly and form their inde-
pendent opinions. These opinjons may not tally with
those expressed in the newspapers. But they ace
formed on the basis of the news and views expressed
by the newspapers,

The Village Readers

Village people who may not be very well educated
show eritical faculties which are developed out of their
experience and practical judgement. [t is very diffi-
cult for newsmen to understand their judgements un-
less they could feel the pulse of the people through
live contact with them. Many of the forecasts of the
journalists are found to be wrong in assessing the opi-
nions of the village people. It is necessary for the
journalists, therefore, not to thrust their opinions on
current happenings, but to kcep an open mind and
weigh their judgement with an eye on the psychology of
the commoen people and their likes and dislikes. Tt is
indeed pgratifying to note that the common people
through their unknown and unfailing judgement have
disproved the general expectations of both leaders as
well as newspapers. This happened in the two elec-
tions of 1977 and 1980. Since then, Marathi news-
papers have realized the necessity of interpreting events
through the judgement of the common people and
have started taking an objective view of the happen-
ings in the country. These happenings connote both
destructive and constructive activities, The first cate-
gory leads to sensationalism, which may pay rich divi-
dends in respect of the sale of the paper. But the
latter category leads to providing material to the re-
aders about developmental projects and constructive
activities which ultimately, results in educating public
opinion, Marathi newspapers are now-a-days catering
tn the desire of the people for education as well as
enlightenment

This is being provided by them through articles
published in the nowspapers on construction, irrigation,
housing, social wellare. family planping and altied
subjects. It should be noted that Marathi newspapers
and journals have been vying with each other in giv-
ing puhlicity ta the ereat work heing dane by Baha
Amte, the champion of afl sulfering people. porlicu-
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In Which Century ?

Minoo Mauasani

NOT MANY YEARS AGO, i the early 60's, former
Prime Minister Juwahurlal Nehru and 1 were having
one of our debates in Parliament. During one of these
exchanges Nehru suddenly deviated from his attack on
me and said: “There is one thing in favour of Mr.
Masani—like me he thinks like 2 modern man.”
I mention this because 1 do not want anyone (o think

that I lag behind anyone else in the desire to moder--

nise India, to po in for high tcchnology and any other
aspect of life which the prescnt Prime Minister refers
to as entering the 21st century, It is a good slogan
and I am entirely in its favour. But India will enter
the 21st century whether she likes it or not. There
really is no option. The point is whether we are go-
ing to enfer the next century happily, ready for the
problems which will face us, or we are going to be
dragged into it unwillingly by the scruff of our necks.
In other words can we really be ready to enter the
21st century.

My own feeling is that the problem is one of human
beings rather than of technology and unless the people
of India particularly those who live in the villages ¢an
be geared to the 21st century. can we really make the
most of it? We have the nuclear bomb but the human
being is still dominated by nationalism. chauvinism
national sovereignty—concepts which are out of date.
An American journal once said very correctly many
years ago that “the most under-developed territory is
that which lies under the hats and caps that men
wear”. If that is true of America, it is also true of
India. In other words. as somecone hus said, high
technology in the hands of today's human beings is
like giving a violin to a monkey!

The Human Elemenl

In my college days, I read the Mentagu Chelmsford
Report, which was sympathetic to India. Tt started
by saying that the people of India live in many centu-
ries—from the [0th to the 20th. 1 think that was a
fairly accurate statement. Today we would probably
say we live in the 15th o (he 20th centuries. That is
probably the measure of oaur improvement. Ewen
today there are parts of [ndin in the countryside that
live in the 15th. [6th nr 17th century,

In a recent article Ruossi Lalo abserved “Hye s o
hold man who talks ol the 21st century in & countsy
where age old customs like coste and dowry five side
by side in families of vven scientists who prepaie e
Jaunch satellites in space.”™  Tle was referring (0 one

of the leatures we find—that people who are extremely
modern in public lile can be of the very old Lype ar
home in relation to their wives and children.

What are the indices by which we judge how ready
we are for the 2fst century? 1o late 1969, I was
appointed on the Railway Accidents Enquiry Cont-
mittee. We went around India for a whole year
rescarching as to why accidents in railways take
place. The uwnanimous conclusion to which Justice
Wanchoo, our Chairman, and all of us came to was
that it wasn't padgets that were lacking; there were all
sorts of fail-safe devices in the signal-box and the
locomotives. The cause of the accidents was always
humaan failure. In spite of all the safety devices the
railways could think of, the Indian signalman or the
Indian driver managed to have crashes and desiroy
life. It was almost always the human element. In my
own office building in downtown Bombay, the othet
day, the power supply failed and everything stopped
including the lights, fans, airconditioning and the lifts.
Many offices were in complete darkness, We worked
by candle light—romantic but not very practical. It
took 48 hours for his power breakdown to be put
richt. For me it scemed an inordinately long time.

The Government of Maharashtra very wisely an-
nounced on the 15th of July that cars which were not
certified to be pollution-free would not be allowed on
the roads and, would be prosecuted. We went duti-
fully, pard Rs. 25, and got a certificate that the car
was pollution-free. Then the Government of Maha-
rushira postponed the deadline to I5th August. Bul
now they have announced an indefinite postponement.
Why? Because the Government of Maharashtra haven’t
the guts to stand up to popular pressure from those
who had not conformed 1o discipline. In other words,
the Government of Maharashtra gave in to indiseipline.
I wonder why we spent Rs. 25 and waited for hours
cutside petrol pumps. Why were we made to go
through this excrcise for no purpose?

Last year someone posied a letter to me from
Peddur Roud and 1 five on Warden Roud. The walk-
ing distance (rom Warden Road to Peddar Road
down Sophia Cellege lane is just about {0 minutes.
But thar letter took 15 dave (o reach me. 1 reccived
e apelogy from the Tost Master General, who very
generously conceded Lhat there was no excusc,

Belief in Nhwnbo=Junbo

Ca-te, wintnuchabilityg, roster by reservation, super-
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are pul W good use, but not in our country. 5o long
as one 1§ breathing on a respirator, even though he is
a vegetable and has no brain left, he is alive. In other
words, 1 am alive in Bombay but I am dead in Lon-
don or New York in the same condition,

There is a horrible section in our Penal Code which
says that, if a man tries 10 commit suicide, he should
be sent ta joil il he fails. If he succeeds, of course, he
is "beyond the jurisdiction of our police and courts.
But I am very glad, that the courts are now revolting.
The other day the Delhi High Court refused to send
4 young man who had tried to commit suicide Lo jail.
They not only refused but also said that Section 309
is barbaric and unworthy of a civilised society, a biot
on gur civilisation, and should be removed. So pub-
lic opinion is at last ahead of our laws.

The sume with euthanasia, the right to die which
is not yel accepled. You have a Bill now circulated
lor public opinion, moved by Prof. Varde, on the 35th
of July 1984, The Maharashtra Legistative Assemb-
ly decided to circulate the Bill for public opinion. The
Bill only says that if a doctor, in response to a pa-
tient's wish who is terminally ill with-holds treatmen,
he should not be sent to jail. That is all. I am grate-
ful to the Maharashtra Government for circulating it
for the public to state what they feel.

A Sad Picture

And hnally, indiscipline. lndiscipline in Parlia-
ment, where people hit euch other. A recent headline
in a newspaper read ‘Fisticufls in Parliament’. This
happened in my time too in Parliament when peoplo
would attack each other physically and verbally on the
floor of Parliament and the Speaker, poor man, sit
duing nothing.  On our roads we see what happens—
overtaking on the lefl, cutling across, changing lanua.
In schools and colleges we have indiscipline and 1 am
told invigilators are threatened with murder if they
dare to stop the pupil from copying in an examination.

This very briefly is the state of our human develop-
ment. It is # sad picture 1n many ways. We arc
making progress but 1 think our Prime Minister’s de-
sirc to enfer the 21st century, in the right sense of the
word though a laudable one, is not likely to be sans-
ficd unless certain other things are done te pull up the
human element and not worry so much about gadgel:.
What Tndia needs today is tree and compulsory seoon-
dary education, which is not there. drinking water in
villages which isn't there, o fair price for the Tarmer
for the food he produces, which isn't there, and many
ather things one can talk aboul,

Our economic policics are of the 19th century. You
can't enler the 21st century carrying Karl Marx and

his }9th ceatury baggage along with us, You have
to choose between Marx and the 21st century. And
that, as 1 see from Delhi, sti!! hasn’t been done,
although there are some signs of awakening. Judgirg
by the result of the last A.LLC.C. meeting in March
1985, and the one in Bombay in December one has
Lo be an optimist to believe that Karl Marx will at last
be dumped where he belongs—in the scrap heap ot
history.

So, in many ways, in our laws, in our social mores,
in our behaviour, we still haven’t entered the 20th cen-
tury. My slopan woull be: “Let us enter the 20th
century before it finishes™.  Let rural India be pulled
into the 20th century so that we are ready to leap for-
“ward into the 21st.

Not by Government But by People

It is not fair to leave all this to the Prime Minister
or to any Gouvernment because Governmemis have their
limits. The people of India also have a role 1o play
in modernising ihis country. 1 do believe that the
Prime Minister with his influence could be more use-
fully engaged if he fought social backwardness, supec-
stition, corruption, dishonesty in his own Party—his
Purty is the main obstacle to progress in India. I have
been a Congressman in my time and know that most
of the obscurantic, chauvinistic, communal people arc
today in the Congress Party. It is they who are hold-
ing us back. The Prime Minister should make his
own Party a little more modern than it is, at least a
Tistle 20th century minded.

1 am alt for Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's 21st century Yatra,
as he calls it. I am prepared to join. Personally I
have no difficulty in joining it because 1 am a modern,
cosmopolitan person.  But I fecl that many Indians
would find it very difficult and would not agree {o go
into the 2Isl century because they know no better and
the fact that we have denied them primary education
lor 30 years, that we have denied them a common
civil code, denicd them fair prices for their produee,
denied them drinking water in the villapes, shows that
the blame is not theirs. We as citizens of big cities,
with the resources thal we have, the education that we
have. have a higher responsibility. We should join
the Prime Minister in his very lauduble desire to moder-
pive Tndio aard fo el part i the world of the fulure
Butin order o do (hat let us face the treimendous pra-
Dlems that conlront us,  Let us lake somie steps in
that direction. These steps are not always popular
because there is a lot of resistance from conscrvative
clements bus the more reforms we bring aboul, the
quicker we shull be and readier we shall be to enter
the 21st contury,
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ESSAY

Can the Democracies Survive?

Jean-Francois Revel

DEMOCRACY may, after ail, turn out to have been
a historical accident, a brief parenthesis that is clos-
ing before our eyes.

If so, in its modern sense of a form of society re-
conciling povernmental efficiency with legitimacy,
authority with individual freedoms, democracy will
have lasted a little over two centuries, to judge by ths
speed at which the farces bent on its destruction are
growing. And, rcally, only a tiny minority of the
human race will have cxperienced it. JTo both time
and space, democracy fills a very small corner. The
span of roughly two-hundred years applies only to the
few countries where it first appeared, still very incom-
plete, at the end of the 18th century. Most of the other
countries in which democracy exists adopted it under
a century ago, under half a century ago, in some cases
Iess than a decade ago.

Democracy probably could endure if it were the
only type of political organization in the world. Bul
it is not basically structured to defend itself apain:
outside cnemies seeking its annihilation, especially
since the latest and the most dangerous of these exter-
nal enemies—Communism—parades as democracy
perfected when it is in fuct the absolute ncgation of
democracy, the eurrent and complete model of totali-
tarianism.

The Handicaps of Democracy

Democracy is by its very nature tumed inward. Tts
vocation is the patient and realistic improvement of
life in a community. Communism, on the other hand,
necessarily looks outward because it presides over 1
failed society and is incapable of cngendering a viable
one. The rnomenkiatura, the body of bureaucrat-dic-
tators who govern the systems, has no choice, there-
fore, but to direct its abilities toward expansion abroad.
It is also more skillful. more persevering than demo-
cracy in defending itself. Democracy tends to ignore,
even deny, threats to its existence because it loathes
doing what is needed to counter them. It awakens
only when the danger becomes deadly. imminent, evi-
dent. By then, either there is too Tittle time left Tor
it to save itself. nr the price of survival has become
crushingly high.

In addition o its external enemy {once Nazi, now
Comnnist), whose inteliectunl energy and economic
power are primarify desiructive, democracy faces an

internal enemy whose right to exist is written into the
law itsclf.

Totalitarianism liquidates its internal enemies or
smashes opposition a5 snon as it arises; it uses me-
thods that arc simple and infallible because they are
undemocratic.  But democracy can defend itself from
within only very [eebly; its internal enemy has an easy
time of it because he exploits the right to disagree that
is inherent in democracy. His aim of destroying de-
moeracy itself, of actively seeking an absolute mono-
poly of power, is shrewdly hidden behind the citizen’s
legitimate right to oppose and criticize the system.
Paradoxically, democracy offers those seeking to abo-
lish it a unique opportunity to work against it legally.
They can cven receive almost open support from the
cxternal encmy without ils being seen as a truly seri-
ous violation of the social contract. The frontier is
vague, the transition easy betwecn the status of a loyal
opponent wielding a privilege built into democratic
institutions, and that of an adversary subverting those
institutions, To totalitarianism, an opponent is by defl-
nition subversive; democracy, for fear of betraying its
principles, treats subversives as mere opponents.

What we cnd up with in what is conventionally
called Western society is a topsy-turvy situation in
which those sceking to destroy democracy appear to
be fighting for legitimate aims, while the defenders of
democracy are pictured as repressive reactionaries.
Identification of democracy's internal and external ad-
versarics with the forces of progress, legitimacy, even
peace, discredits and paralyzes the efforts of people
who are only trying to preserve their institutions.

The Industry of Blame

Alrcady besieged by this combination of hostile
forces and nepative logic, the democracies are also
harassed by guilt-producing accusations and intimida-
tion such as no other political system has cver had to
tolerate. Like the “industry of vice” that reform
groups used to talk about, there is now an “industry
of blume”; it promotes the now universally accepted
volion thal everything bad that Lappens in Ui Third
World is the fault of forces necessarily and exclusively
locatedd in the “more advanced” or “rich™ countrics,
meaning, in almost every case—and for good reason—
the democracies.

The major shatcholders in this industry of blame
are, first, the despots who oppress the peoples of that
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unfortunate Third World with impunity. Next come
the Communist ccuntries, exploiting thc underdeve-
lopment abroad that they cannot remedy at home and
converting the poor nations into totalitarian military
fortresses.

Herc too, in what are termed North-South relations
forcign and domestic enemies of democracy are coa-
verging; their manoeuvres are of no help at all in im-
proving the lot of the poor countries, but they are
marvelously cffective in undermining the democracies’
confidenee in their own legitimacy, their own right to
exist. The “progressive” support some Westerners
give to the worst of the Third World regimes is mere-
ly a peographical relocation of what for sixty years
was “progressive” support of the Soviet Union and,
later, Mao Zedong's China: complicity by a part of
the Western Left against the peoples of the less-deve-
loped countries and with the tyrants who enslave, bru-
talize, starve, and exterminate them.

It seems, then, that the combination of forces—at
once psychological and material, political and moral,
economic and ideological—intent on the extinction of
democracy is more powerful than those bent on keep-
ing it alive. Democracy is not given credit for its
.achievements and benefits, but it pays an infinitely
higher price for its failures, its inadequacies, and its
misiakes than its adversaries do.

Real and Imaginary Inadequacies

Indeed, democratic civilization is the first in his-
tory to blame itself because another power is working
to destroy it.  The distinguishing mark of our century
is not so much Communism’s determination to erase
democracy from our planet, or its frequent success in
pursuing that end, as it is the humility with which de-
mocracy not only consents to its own obliteration, but
contrives to legitimize the victory of its deadliest
enemy.

It is natural for Communism to try with all its might
to eliminate democracy, since the two systems are
incompatible and Communism’s survival depends on
the annihilation of democracy. That the Communist
offensive is more successful, more skillful than demo-
cracy's resistance, will be seen by history as just
another example of one power outmanoeuvering an-
other,  But it is less natural and more novel that the
stricken civilization shouid not only be deeply con-
vinced that it deserves to be defeated, but thut it
should regale its friends and foes with rcasons why
defending itself would be immaral and, in any cvent,
superfuous, useless, cven dangerous.

Civilizalions losing confidence in themselves: an old
story in history. They stop believing they can sur-

vive, because of an internal crisis that is both inso-
luble and intolerable, or under threat from an cxter-
nal encmy so strong that the only remaining choice
is between servitude and suicide. I do not belicve
democracy is in either predicament, but it acts as if &
were in both. It seems almost eager to believe in ils
own guilt and in the inevitable result of that guilt.
Democracy's predecessors hid such beliefs as shameful
cven when they thought, or knew, they werc doomed.
But democracy is zealous in devising arguments to
prove the justice of its adversary's case and to Jengthen
the already overwhelming list of its own inadequacies.

Are these inadequacies real or imaginary? Some
are real, of course, just as there is real cause to blame
specific demacracies or the democracies in general for
some of the injustice and misfortune in the world. But
many of these allcped inadequacies and much of the
democracies' responsibility for the werld's ills are ex-
aggerated or conjectural or purely imaginary. And
besides, are those recal faults serious enough to pro-
vide moral justification for {otalitarianism to exter-
minate the democracies? And why are the imaginary
flaws 50 widely credited in the democracies themselves.
which thus consent to their own calumniation?

If democracy does succumb, it will not be to the
sort of internal crisis, an essential lack of viability,
that nearly wrecked it between the two world wars.
From 1919 to 1939, the democracies seemed to be
eaten from within by an irresistible malady that rais-
ed a rash of right-wing dictatorships. One after an-
other, they capitulated to authoritarian or totalitarian
governments born of their own inability to govern
themselves, TIn Central Europe, almost none of the
parliamentary regimes established after World War 1
were still functioning ten years Iater. In Western
Europe, first Ttaly went fascist, then Portugal, Ger-
many, Spain. Of the great European powers, only
Britain and France remained faithful to democracy,
and in France demacracy was so feeble, so incoherent,
and so beleaguered that there were grave fears for its
survival,

The situation now, as the century nears its end, is
nothing like that. For the first time since 1922, when
Mussolini took power in Rome, all of Western Europe
is democratic. The Greek colonels’ seven-year dic-
tatorship (1967-74) ended with their fall and a rein-
torcement of democracy there.  In Spain, the Putsch
dreaded since 1975 was tried and failed. The most
dangerous. most unrelenling nitacks apainst democracy
have came from the revalutionary Left: red terrorism
in laly, Spain, and West Germany. and a minority
attempt in 1975 to saddle Portugal with a Communist
military dictatorship.
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Despite these trials, the old democracies have held
firm and the new ones have survived and evep deve-
loped. The laborious cfort the Left periodically
makes to frighten people with the specter of a neo-
Nazi peril in Europe always collides with the brute
fact that none of the fascist movements in Europe to-
day has reached parly status or has managed to elcct
a member of any parliament. As for the stupidly in-
Aated notion of an “cxtra-parliamentary Left” that
flourished in Ttaly and Germany around 1970, it ex-
pressed nothing morc than the revolutionary Left's in-
ability to seduce enough voters into making it parlia-
mentary.

Yet while democratic institutions are no longer
challenged politically from within, the societies, civi-
lization, and values democracy has created are being
increasingly questioned. Self-criticism is, of course,
one of the vital springs of democratic civilization and
one of the reasons for its superiority over all other
systems. But constant self-condemnation, often with
little or no foundation, is a source of weakness and in-
feriority in dealing with an imperial power that has
dispensed with such scruples. Believing one is always
right, even when the facts say otherwise, is as blinding
and weakening to a society as to an individual. But
assuming one is always wrong, whatever the truth may
be. is discouraging and paralyzing.

Not only do the democracies today blame them-
selves for sins they have not committed, they have
formed the habit of judging themselves by ideals so
inaccessihle that the defendants are automatically
guilty. Clearly a civilization that feels guilty for
everything it is and does and thinks will lack the
energy and conviction to defend itself when its
cxistence is threatened. Drilling the idea into a civi-
lization that it deserves defending only if it can incar-
nate absolute justice is tantamount to urging that it
let itself die or be enslaved.

Democracies in a Bind

The same problem has invariably plagued the
foreign policy of the democracies in the struggle
against Communist imperialism. From the day Presi-
dent Truman declared that “it must be the policy of
the United States to support free peoples who are re-
sisting attempted subjugation hy armed minorities or
by ouside prossure.” the democracics were locked of
their own free will into an almost insurmountable bind.
For they laid down the condition that to have the
right to resist absorption into the Communist empire.
a countey must be irreproachably democeratic,  In so
doing. the West condemned itself 1 failure or oppro-
hrium. It became (he prisoner of an insoluble. self-

imposed dilemma: either it allowed most of the planct
to sink under Communist domination, or. too often. it
would be called on to protect countries that did not
have democratic governments,

The trap was a boon to Communist propaganda,
which on this point was widely supported by the libe-
ral Left in the democracies. And honesty does com-
mand that any democrat with consistent ideas deplore
the hypoerisy of defending human rights and indivi-
dual freedom while supporting authoritarian govern-
ments, The best of these may be no more than relics
or revivals of archaic power structures, the worst are
violent, police-run fascist regimes, or pseudo-demn-
cracics where elections are held only spasmodieally;
rarely, if cver, are thev genuinely faithful to the ideal
of the rule of law on which the West claims to base
the legitimacy of its diplomacy and its defence.

From the outset, then, the game has becn unfuir.
Strategic necessity is regarded as justification enough
for a Soviet presence in another country, or a Soviet
alliance with or aid to that country; anyone calling for
further excuses is requested, even in the West itself,
to mind his own business. A democracy, on the other
hand, is not granted the right to defend the vital bar-
ricades of its own security unless the democratic im-
perative is obeyed. If it is not, the West's duty is
evidently to cede the territory in question to the Com-
munists who are unhampered by this democratic obli-
gation,

Thus, defending the independence of South Vietnam
in the 1960’ and 70’s was tinged with infamy because
the South Vietnamese regime was hardly one of cx-
emplary purity. But the Hanoi regime had no need
to furnish guarantees of its puritv to win the right to
defend itself or 10 attack its ncighbours.  Progressive
and even centrist opinion throughout the world grant-
c¢d North Vietnam “popular™ legitimacy on trust,
which its history after 1975 did not support, but which
its totalitarian and agggressive behavior even hefore
1975 never scemed to diminish.

Better still: if Moscow's worldwide sirategic interests
so require, the Soviet Union is allowed o ally itself
with traditional-style fascist regimes that dispense with
even a facade of progressivism.  And the Soviets can
do 50 withoul hringing down on their heads the vehe-
mant critivism that world opinion levels at asy Jeme
cralic mation attemping the sume expedient, The Sovict
Union and Cuba, fur example, loudly ook Arpentina’s
side against Britain in the 1982 TFalkland Islands war
simply because it was obviowsly in the Kremlin's inte-
rest to oppose the Western demuoericies: suddenly, no
ane i the Communist world minded the evil interna-
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tional repuiation of the “odious and bloody fascist
dictatorship™ of the junta in Buenos Aires.

The Soviet Union, then, is licensed by most people
to safeguard its cconomic interests and capitalize on
its strategic advantages by realistic links with any gov-
ernment notorious for its disregard of human rights.
But we hear only clamor and vituperation when a
Western country is cornered into collaboration with
South Africa or the Shah's Tran or Turkey.

Double Standards

This double standard gives the Soviet empire an
automatic advantage over the West: it not only can
defend itse)f and expand without having to bother
about the rules governing the foreign policy of the
democracies, but its satelliles and clients are also
excmpted. This is really a two-pronged advantage;
although it nced not respect human rights at home,
the Soviet empire is free to condemn violations, real
or fictitious, anywhere else, to exploit them and set
its agents to explotting them. It can even provoke
violations, using terrorism fto elicit repression in the
Western countries or theose associated with them,

The Soviet Union, then, enjoys the privilege of be-
ing entitled not only to defend its empire, but to en-
Jarge it without being judged on the basis of its sub-
ject states’ standards of living, social justice, political
freedoms, or respect for human rights. When sub-
ivgated peoples rise against Communism, the West
nsually refrains from helping them, thus recognizing
the legititnacy of Communist domination in all circum-
stances, The Communists, on the other hand, recog-
nize the legitimacy of no government outside their em-
pire, least of all in the democratic countries.

Conversely, the democracies suffer the theoretical
handicap in their struggle with the Soviet Union of
being responsible on all the ubove mentioned grounds
both for their own behavior and for that of their ailies.
For example, when military governments took over in
Greece in 1967, and in Turkey ten years later, the
guestion immediately arose in the democracies of
whether these countries, which had broken faith with
democracy, deserved 1o remain within the Western
defense system. But when Poland declared a state
of martial law 1o allow its army to shore up the shaky
Communist-party dictatorship, Westerners immediate-
ly argued that no reul liberalization is possible in a
country like Poland because it is a vital sirategic zone
for the Soviet Union. Yet Turkey is just as cssential
to the West as Poland is to the Soviels. Driving it
out of NATO. or even suspending weapons shipments
to thc Turkish army {which was done because of the
Greco-Turkish conflict over Cyprus in 1974), means

opening a fatal breach in the Atlantic alliance’s south-
ern fank,

Detractors of the United States and the “free world”
—the expression is usually employed as a term of deri-
sion, as though there were not really a free world and
a slave world—have always maintained that we can-
not fight in the name of democracy by consorting with
non-democratic countries. And, of course, it would
be idcal if the democracies could survive by defending
only other democracies. In most cases, however, this
moral ideal runs up against local traditions of govern-
ment or de-facto situations the West cannot easily alter,
President Carer’s human-rights policy, under which
he suspended American aid to the dictatorships in
Argentina, Chile, and DBolivia, produced no political
improvement in these countries, but the Soviet Union
leaped into the breach Lo increase trade with them, In
Iran, Cader hastened the fall of what was certainly
a detestably tyrannical regime—which was succeeded
by a much worse one.

It takes a profound ignorance of history to blame
American imperialism alone for the long Latin Ameri-
can tradition of coups d'efat, military dictatorships,
civil wars, corruption, revolution, bloody terror, and
repression; all this goes back to the very founding of
independent states nearly two centuries ago, On the
African continent, it is striking that one-man, one-
party rule has triumphed almost everywhere, in North
Africa and Black Africa, in the former French colo-
nics as in the former Belgian and British colonies, in
“progressive” and “moderate” regimes alike. Even
such Jeaders as President-for-Lile Kenneth Kaunda in
Zambia and Zimbabwe's Prime Minister Robest
Mugabe, after opting for multiparty systems when their
countries received indcpendence, soon changed their
minds on the ground that one-party sysiems are “more
in tunc with the African character.” Some of the most
barbarous examples of internal genocide, like the
slaughter in Burundi, had nothing at all to do with
Western “imperialism"; neither have some of Africa’s
most monstrous tyrants, such as Uganda’s Idi Amin.
And for the people of Uganda, the country’s “libera-
tion” from Amin by troops from “progressive” Tan-
zania inaugurated an era of suffering and martyrdein
that has been every bil as abominable as the one that
preceded it.

In any case, the iree world's moral turpitude and
political inconsistency are recognized, proclaimed, and
condemned whenever it collaborates with largely or
wholly undemocratic governments that violate human
rights, whether it merely accepts them passively or as-
sists them actively. To escape this contradiction
and avoid condemnation before the tribunal of free-
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world opinion, the West must therefore deny itself the
support, in its struggle against Soviet eXpanstonism,
of any country that is undemocratic and disrespectful
of human rights. This principle means that the right
of the democracies 10 defend themselves must be sub-
ordinated to the conversion of the whole world to de-
mocracy. Clearly, this can only lead to the disap-
pearance of what subsists of democracy in today’s
world,

In short, without always going so far as to approve,
we nevertheless consider it natural for the Soviet
Union to defend its interests, increase its power, in-
stall its henchmen through a craftily spaced series of
coups d'etat and purges. No one asks these impe-
rialists to make the people they capture happy; no
one thinks the Communists can be scolded into retreat-
ing. Nor does anyone in the democratic camp r€-
cognize his own right—not openly, at least—to fight
Soviel imperialism with its own weapons, Instead, the
free world again risks being accused of impure com-
plicity with a reactionary *feudal” rcgime when it de-
fends Saudi Arabia, say, apainst the undermining and
subversion that the Soviet Union and its agents, in-
chuding the Libyans, have been carrying on there for
years, The moral is that the Soviet Union must be
allowed to take over the Arabian peninsula unless all
the countries here mold themselves to Western demo-
cratic ideals, an eventvality I would wish for but
scarcely expect, at least in the immediate future, which
is all that counts.

Soviet Enterests in Africa

Also at stake in the immediate or very near future
is the fatc of sowthern Africa, especially that of the
Republic of South Africa, which has earned the right-
ful hostifity of all defenders of human rights for its
official policy of racial segregation, That it should
he cxcluded from all international sports events is not
surprising—until we remember that the Soviet Union,
the Peaple’s Republic of China, North Korea, and
Rumania, which have as many or more human-rights
blots on their records, do take part in these events,

This is another example of the double standard.
But athletics is just a side issuc here. What really
mztiers is whether the West should, as the most enligh:-
encd and respectable voices of Western publie opinion
recommend, refuse any political and strategic coopera-
tion with South Africa until apartheid has been elimi-
nated. Considering that, at best, it would take a long
ting 1o end racial segregation in South Africa, that
the Soviet Union is already strongly entrenched in the
region, and that the slow process of reform might be

radically accelerated by an uprising of South Africa’s
blacks, the West might gain litlle from abandoning
South Africa and would certainly Le seriously weak-
ened. TFor, as wec know, the sea route around the
Cape of Good Hope is the main channel for our sup-
plies of oil fram the Persian Gulf. Moreover, South
Africa’s soil holds most of the world’s deposits of rare
minerals outside the Soviet Union, supplying most ot
the metals needed by the industrialized counrties.

In other words, if South Africa were to come undey
Soviet influence, Moscow would control not only
its own vast mineral resources, but also those of
South Africa and Namibia, where the pro-Communist
SWAPO (Southwest African People’s Organization) is
likely to take power. The Soviet Union would then
have a stranglehold on most and, in some cases, all
the minerals vital to our industries. It could block o
shipments to us—if it had not already shut them off
at the source along the Persian Gulf. That kind ol
economic power would make the Soviet Union master
of the West without recourse to war, nuclear or con-
ventional, in Europe.

The Soviet Union’s great strength lies in its free-
dom to invade areas where history has left the decay-
ing remnants of archaic regimes that are important to
the West's security or are sources of vital materialks,
Never mind that these regimes are replaced, as they
always are, by bloodier, more repressive Communist
police states and that the change leaves the aren’s
poor more starved than they were before. The Soviets
still come out ahead. For local and world opinion per-
ceive the relarive advantages of the old regime and
the horrors of Communist putrefaction only after the
new regime is in power and irreversible.

When the West tries to protect archaic regimes or
those of “modernistic authoritarians” like the Shah of
Iran from disintegration, or attempts to restrain their
abuses, it cannot help seeming to defend the Right
against the Left, the past against the future, the billio-
naires against the poverty-stricken masses. The fact
that when the Communist Left overturns the Right it
brings with it rampant famine, the camps, and the
boat people never works as a preventive, 1f the West
tries o pressure an archaic regime into becoming mote
liberal, either it is accused of “interference™ by out:
raged nationalists, or it well-meaning proselytizing
shoves the country into unforeseeable chaos, as cxem-
plificd by the Istamic revolution in Jran.  And white
the Ayartollah’s blondy terror may now be partly anti-
Communist for essentially religious reasons, the Krem-
lin knows very well that in the long run, when (he
brink of anarchy is reached, Tran may topple inte the
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Soviet camp, but is unlikely ever to tip back into the
free world.

The Soviet Union®s advantage over the free world
is that ncither world opinion nor, of course, its own
muzzled public expects it to preach to its allies before
associating with them, or (0 hold on to its satellites by
any methad but sheer force; it is not even required to
provide enough food for the peoples it absorbs into its
imperial system.

But “internalional opinion"—the phrase describes
part of the {rce world's public opinion plus Soviet pro-
paganda—will not accept violation of the rules of
demncracy by the West's friends. Even when such
countries as Taiwan, South Korea, Malaysia, and Sin-
gapore develop thriving economies that most other
nations in the Third World envy and that would brina
cries of admiration from the Western Left if they
blossomed under Soviet banners, they are not appre-
ciated. For they have curtailed their citizeas' free-
dom. The socialist regimes, of course, have obliterated
freedom without even achieving comparable prosperity.

This inequality of duties that so favours the Com-
munists over the free world, however, prevents no one
from turning around and equating the two sides when
argument requires it. The technique for doing this
seems fair but is in fact discriminatory; it simply con-
sists of lumping the democracies and the Soviets toge-
ther in iniquily.

This technique represents a change of tactics, Al
most throughout the 20th century, the politically cross-
eyed Left in the democracies has unsheathed its fury
only against the crimes of the capitalist world. Around
1970, the amnesia that periodically rejected unsavoury
disclosures about the Communist world began to show
cracks. Tell-tale scars remained after each new cleans-
ing absolution. Scon the mass of facts grew too dense
to deny out of hand. Al this point a new hpax wus
devised.

The New Hoax

It consisted of admitting the existence of Communist
crimes and failures provided these could instantly be
matchcd by equivalents in the capitalist world. Com-
munism was now absolved notl becausc it never sins,
but because the democracies sin as grievously. In
Uus new didlectical game, everyone s bree, without
necessarily being dishonest. 1o retail the misdeeds and
failings of totaliturian Communism. but on condition
that we hasten to present their capitalist twins,  Any
devialion from the rule is immediatcly vilified ar
“selective indipnition™ and earns the severe censure of
impartial players.

For cxample, a doctrinally pure French Socialist,
Louts Mermaz, president of the National Assemblv
since 1981, replied to a reporter’s question about the
gulags: “I am as horrified as you are by the gulaps,
which are a perversion of Communism. But I ask
that you also condemn that monstrosily of the capita-
list system: hunger throughout the world that kills
50 million people each year, 30 million of them child-
ren.” The retort, remarkable for its speed, is less s
for its objectivity. For the parallel is only apparent:
the gulags are a “perversion” of Communism, but
famine, according 10 the Sacialist leader, is a product
of the basic nnture of capitalism. And while the
magic of parallelism makes the Communist sin aimost
venial, that of capitalism remains mortal. Indeed,
absolution is usually a one-way prant—to forgive the
hotrors of Communism. [t seems unlikely that, il
questioned nn famine in the world, Mermaz wouldl
have replied with a diatribe against the gulags; he
would have protested violently against the shocking
malnutrition of some of our fellow humans, and he
would have been right. That the gulags exist does not
make Third World poverty less morally intolerable.
But by what sorcery is the reverse truc?

Besides, the magician was using phony statistics.
As demographers know, some 50 million people die
in the world every year. They can’t all die of star-
vation and three-fifths of them can't be children. The
fight against infant mortality in the poor countries has
reduced its incidence, which is why their populations
are increasing. Nutritionists estimate the number of
deaths annually due to malnutrition at 10 per cent of
the total and this includes the Communist countries,
which slightly weakens the indictment of capitalism.
Death from starvation in the Communist worklt may
be better hidden, but the victims are just as dead as
any others. Muo’s successors have confirmed what
demographers had already determined from their study
of Chinese populution patterns; that tens of millions
of Chinese died of starvation in 1960-70.

A final objection to the Mermaz comparison: the
gulaps came inio being by drliberate politieal decisions
of Communist governmenis, whereas historically, capi-
talism has in fact rid Europe of the periodic famincs
that plagued it uatif the middle of the 18th century.
as they now do the less-developed countries. Capita-
hsm s even bepun to releve slarvation m some of
tic pouvrer countrivs, India and Brazil {or example,
which now  export fondsiuffs. Much. enormousiy
much, remains 1o be done everywhere hefore ull man-
kind can enjoy the hivh nutrittonal standard that nnt
even the capitalist Woest reached until the 19th cen-
tury,  Bul this preblem fus nothing whatever to do



RAYMONA'S
suitings
i
The /?tguide to the well-dressed male |

‘‘‘‘‘

LEADERS SINCE A LONG TIME

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE
LIMITED

12,500 acres of coffee plantations, Country’s largest curer, curing
about 20°/ of the total production. Over 40 years of experience.

Growing coffee by employing the best cultivation metheds,
Consolidated Coffee also grows cardamom, pepper oamd

oranges. A leading exporter of Coffee, they are also authorised
clearing and forwarding agents,

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibetta 571 215
KODAGU.







January 1980

especially as regards nuclear warfare, than the Soviet
Umion and its satellites,  Westerners who favour an
cffective nuclear delerrent and « werifiable balance of
forces are slill viewed as “conservatives,” “‘right-wing-
ers,” “warmongers,” or, at best, as “cold warriors.”
Those “liberals” advocuting unilateral  disarmamen t
or, at any rate, prior and increasingly juicicr conces-
sions to the Soviet Union without reciprocal guaran-
tces are considered generous souls who love peage.

In practice, what these “liberals™ are rcally promn:-
ing is an imbalance that would cnable the Sovivt
Union to force its economic and political will on a
growing numbcr of countries without going to war,
thus enlarging an already spacious orbit. For history
tcaches us that never, anywhere, have concessions
coaxed the Soviet Union into making concessious.
From this unhappy truth, for which they are i o
way respoensible, the democracies do not conclude th
they must change their diplomatic approach. bui that
they must concede still more.
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True, the people often show better judgment than
the elites and the activists. In 1982, a survey reveal-
ed that all the peoples of Western Europe except tic
Spanish thought the growth of the Soviet military
potential was more imporiant in cxplaining intern-
tional tenston than the growth of America’s military
potential,  (This had its clownish side, however: by
a margin of 45 per cent to 21 per cent, the French
people belicved that American interest rates and (he
dollar's role in internationzl finance were much more
serious causes of tension than the USSR's bulging
arsenal.)

Despite an improved and, by 1981, clearer percen-
tion of Saviet power, or perhaps becuuse of the ro-
atism el thut perception, most Europeans, and not just
miliant pacifists, said that if their countrics were ‘n-
vaded, they would rather submit than resist. Asked in
another poll, “If the Soviet army entered French (2r-
ritory, do you think the President of France should
immedijately open peace talks with the Soviet Union?,"”
62 per cent of the French answered “yes,” 7 per cent
favoured the use of nuclear weapons, and 31 per cent
thought France should fight, buwt without using its
nuclear missiles,

B 3 i

Anv normal person naturally hates the idea of war.
and. ol course, this fecling interferes with proper pun-
lic informeution about strategy, as thouph the informa-
tion isell were dangerous.  But a Soviet “peace” i«
synonymous with suhjugation, for which the West is
alicady being psychologicaliy conditioned, and its cos-
tinued pursuit will lead by imperceptible stages to a

state of undeclarcd but total satellization. Even eco-
nomic weapons, not to mention military deterrence,
have been forbidden to the West, or rather, the West
has forbidden itsclf to use them. This refusal to apply
stern cconomic sanctions against the Soviet Union
must have vastly reassured the men in the Kremlin.
And if the West can no longer resort 1o a credible
strategic deterrent or to economic weapons, what i
there to prevent the Soviet Union from continuing to
trample the sovereignty of other countries, other coa-
tinents, the whole world?

The practical conclusion Communist leaders draw
from Western military and economic passivity is that
they can go right on doing what they have been domg.
Jean-Francois Deniau, a former cabinet minister under
Giscard d'Estaing, quoted a high Soviet official as
having told him:

We took Anmpola and you did not protest. We
even saw that you could have beaten us in Angola—
the government was on our side, but it was within
an ace of giving up—and that you did nothing to
win; on the contrary. And when, to save ourselves,
we sent in 30,000 Cuban soldiers, Ambassado
Andrew Young, a member of the American cabinet,
said it was a positive step and an element of stabi-
lity, Al right, we noted the fact and included it
in cur analyses. Then we ook Mozambique. Forget
it, you don’t even know where it is. Then we took
Ethiopia, a key move. There again we noted that
you could have replied via Somalia or Eritrea or
both. No reply. We noted that and put it into our
analyses, Then we took Aden and set up a power-
ful Soviet base therc. Aden! On the Arabian
peninsula! Tn the heart of your supply centre! No
response, So we npoled: we can take Aden,
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Communism considers itsell permanently at war
willy the rest of the workl, even if it must occasion-
ally agree to an armistice. This is nothing to be indig-
nant about. We must simply recognize it; unless we
do, we obviously cannot begin taking suitable politi-
cal countermeasures. The Communists’ war s fought
in many ways. lf necessary, this includes military
action, but 1 Communism’s leaders, all forms of av
tia are part of this war, beginning wilh negotiation,
al dedsl ticr very parbicular notion of negotiation.

In their minds, the aim of negotiation has never
been to teach o kusting agieement, but to weaken thew
adversary and prepare him to make further conces-
sions while fostering his iflusion that the new conces-
stioms will be the Jast, the ones that will bring him
stability, secusity, tranquility, The Soviets” “peacc”
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propaganda, which to them means convincing others
not (0 defend themselves, always overlies a threat of
war, of implicit intimidation that exploits our very
justifiable fear of an atomic cataclysm. This bellige-
rent cdemand for peace merely summons the demo-
cracies to buy their security with slavery; it is an ela-
borate way to say “surrender or be wiped out.™ It
has been called “attack through pacifism.”

Because in its social system, as m its foreign policy,
Communism is meeting increasing disapproval, Com-
munist leaders do not tely much any more on honey
to catch their [uture victims (except, perhaps, in some
badly informed Third World countries). Having given
up trying to seduce the unwary by pretending to repre-
sent leftist ideals, they are stripping ofl their mask
and using pure force. Unlike the Western leadership,
which is tormented by remorse and a sense of guilt,
the Soviet leaders have peefectly clear consciences,
which allows them to use brute force with utter sere-
nity hoth to preserve their power at home and to
extend it abroad.

Many in the West take comfort from the internal
weaknesses of Communism—especially its  economic
inefficiency. But I for one am more frightened than
comforied by these weaknesses. A system that has
grown so strong despite so many failings, that increas-
ingly dominates the world even when no onc wants
anything to do with it, at least not the majority of the
people in the countries il secks 1o penctrate, and that,
where it is in power, everyone except the nomenkia-
trra longs to be rid of—this system must nevertheless
embody a principle of action and a monopolization of
power more cfiective than any mankind has ever
known before. Communism and the Soviet empire
are unprecedented in history. None of the classic con-
cepts that makc the past intelligible explains Commu-
nist imperialism.  The Soviet cmpire docs not follow
the beti-shaped cxpansionist curve of previous em-
pires. Yel the democracies persist in believing that
it will decline of itself and incvitably grow morc
moderate.

The truth is, however, that the longer Soviet Com-
munism lasts, the more expansionist it becopies and
the more difficult it is to control.  Other Communist
sates, notably Cuba, Vietnam. and North  Kerea,
have <hown similir propencities foar canguiest T does
nal follow that beeause Communism is showing signs
al rot and suffers reverses, it will turn to the path of
peace.  Facept when they were disintegrating, few
ath2r empires had to deal with as many national amdd
popaliar rebellions as the Soviet empire has had stnee
(453, Bul i has withstood and quelled them without
poing 1o picces, And these difficulties have i no win

slowed its expansionist thrusi.
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The closer we get to the end of the century, the
more Communist imperialissn becomes the chief pro-
hlem of our time. No other threat to world freedom
has endured as long. Other totalitarian systems were
defeated or simply crumbled with age. In many other
ushappy countries that_have been or still are ruled by
dictators, democracy and dictatorship—or. at least,
adulterated forms ol dictatorship (and democracy}—
have swept in and out like tides. Only Communist
totalitarianism is both durable and immutable,

Whai should non-Communist Countries do?

To the question of what should the non-Communist
countries do, I am tempted to answer by turning to
Demosthencs.  “Some people,” he said, “think they
can stump the man who mounts the tribune by asking
him what's to be done. To those I will give what 1
believe is the faircst and truest answer: don't do what
you are doing now."

This is not as sumn:ary an answer as it seems, even
to today’s problems, What, indeed, can we do? To
go on as we have been doing would guarantee the
continued advancc of totalitarianism, for, as experi-
ence has shown, it will not be stopped by its own
weaknesses and internal failures.

A sccond option is based on the hope that the
Soviet Union will change its ways voluntarily if we
acknowledge its place in the sun and show clearly
through concessions that we have no intention of at-
tacking 1. Anchored 1o peaceful coexistence and
detente, this option has too adequately proved its
harmfuiness to warrant further discussion. But since
we have yet to scrap it, T can only warn people not to
sount on il 1o save vy, [ will keep us oul of war by
ushering us into subordination or slavery.

A third choice proposed, reviving—horrors!—the
“cold war.” which we are so repeatedly admonished
not to do, really docs not exist, since there has never
been a cold war. What is called the cold war has
iimply heen a toned-down version of detente that has
rerainly not attained its theoretical goal of “contain-
nent,”  The democracies selfishly thought to use
detente to guarantec their own sccurity by signing
treaties finally and officially confirming the subjuga-
o b the peoples alrendy noder Communist dictator-
ship An this they hove failed, Al we have sncceed-
ed in doing 15 ahandoning these enslaved peoples to
for aasters. As fweowas being eachanged o o
Chilean Commaonist. the Sovict dissident  Viadimir
Bukovsky found o vrael symbel of  this complicity:
“The Chekist [seceet palicanan] who ook off my
hamdenlls  remrked for my edification. “These hand-
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Who is Afraid of Competitive Free
Enterprise and Liberalism?

Arvind Deshpande

JUDGING from the discussions held at a scminar on
“The Social Market Ecunomy and the Countries of
the Third World® organised jointdy by 1he Luslic
Sawhoey Programme and the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation of West Germany in Bombay on July 17
and 18, 1985, it would appear, the answer is “every-
one', except of course Count Ctto Lambsdord], former
Minister of the Economy, Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Mr. Minoo Masani and a few others.

As the Count perceptively observed while speaking
on the ‘Relevance of the Market Economy’, industria-
lists used to protectionist policies, politicians  and
bureaucrats wickling enorinous power in a centrajised
economic system, professionais and intellectuals dis-
trustful of tycoons, ideologues and the poor who hav:
never known what competitive enterprise in an open
society can do, will all oppose the change, A partici-
pant who could not understand why everyone was
fighting shy of accepting the inevitable said that the
real reason scems to be that a strong vested interest
has developed in the existing system where the public
sector has become the private sectar of the politician,
the bureaucrat, the trader and entrepreneur who thrive
on it and the indisciplined worker, with the ‘consumes’
left to fend for himself and live in a despondent milieu
of ‘choicelessness’ and resulting ‘voicelessness’.

Real Test of a Liberal Policy

Count Lambsdorft was very clear rn what libera-
lism” meant. He said that a totally free economy in
today's world is a rarity.  Yet. it is only the liberals
who insist, as Gandhiji did, that the nced is for gov-
ernments, politicians, civil servants and even industria-
lists to shed power, encourage initiative and participa-
tion and transfer power 1o the consumer and the
people. Liberals insist on competition in a free enter-
prise econonty. ensure social responsibility, cquity and
justice 1o the poor and disadvantaged with the State
intervening only to keep the “balance’ and protect the
weak from exploifation.  He suid that the real test is,
which system is more effective and less costly. Accord-
ing to him ensuring the rules of the pame, the Tegul
and policy frume-work—yes  Interference and unduae
controls—no.

Mr. P. L. Tandon, a veeran professional munager
pleaded for de-emotionalising the whole debate of the
private v5 public sector. He pointed out that the

public sector was not really public but the state sector
with diflused accountability and without public parti-
cipation in shareholding. If we want rcturns (and not
perennial fosses) on the colossal amounts invested, the
public sectar must operate in an ‘industrial and mana-
gement’ culture and not in the present “administrative’
culture,  The real feur about privatisation is the fear
of the industrial culture which insists on profits,
results, performance and acccuntability. He com-
mended the West German model of having a Manag-
ing or Operational Board and a policv-making Super-
visory Board.

The role of the nationalised banks and the Lifs
Insurance Corporation came in for criticisnr. It was
proved with facts and figures that consumers were
unhappy with regard to the quality and cost of service,
social utility and obligations. Yet, Prof. V. M. Dan-
dekar said that we must accept the nationalisation of
LIC and Banks and sirive to introduce reforms and
social objectives. Mr, Sharad Joshi and some other
participanis seemed puzzled by Prof. Dandekar’s con-
clusion.,

A discussion on bureaucratic constraints on the
Indian economy was initiated by Mr, Viren Shah,
The consensus was that delays, arbitrariness and 4
host of other resirictions were due to politicians’ inter-
ference in administration and intolerance of indepen-
dent advice offered by civil servants as also the civil
servants’ reluctince {0 stand wp and be counted.
There was all round demoralisation and victimisation
ol the civil service. Mr. Tandon who thought this
was due 1w the vertica) and hierarchical decision-mak-
ing process, suggested a change-over to the horizontal
and consultative system practised in industey. There
was also complete absence of continuing education
and training for both political masters and civil ser-
vants. It was a pity thal the fundamental issue of big
government either corrupting or making even honest
puliticians and bureiucrals hapless victims, was side-
tracked, 1t is in the nature of big povernment to accu-
wiulate power aud suile ieedom,

Identifying Liberals' Atlies
What then wiis the lesson of the seminar for Jibe-
ruls? Tt was 1o identify clearly the reaf allies of libe-

ralism, They are the millions of consumers consist-
ing of small and middle farmers who have remained
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poor and insecure, the fixed income people, the middle
level managers, professionals and self emploved who
find (hat T.V, and AIR arc lor government, that the
Life Tnsurance Corperation of India is for those who
are in the income bracket of Rs. 3000 plus per month;
that nationalised banks are for employees and loan
melas; that the municipalities are for buillers, con-
tractors and slumlords; that hospitals are for doctors,
nurses and rich Arabs; and that the telephones are for
the rich. It would appear that Lord Acton’s famous

dictum about absolute power corrupting absolutely
will, for our society, read. “absolute helplessness and
choicelessness corrupts absoluicly”. Economic com-
pulsions, consumer resistance and u sustained educa-
tive eflort will in the end prevail. Liberals muet
continue such educative cfort and learn to serve the
country’s cawse despite temporiary fuilures and set-
backs.

ARVIND DESHPANDF is the Hon. Secretury of the
Lesiic Suwhny Programume of Training for [Democracy,

Letter

Why Freedom First should Tone
Down its Anti-Soviet Stance

While | grate(ully appreciale the terms in which you
have laken notice of my cbservations about toning
down the ‘Anti-Soviet stance’ in the interest of [ree-
dom First, | wish o restutc my faith in the eflicucy of
Liberal demucracy as contrasted with the political sys-
tems which stems from lotalitarian forms of govern-
ment under whatever garb they might appear.

When the Second World War ended, the mantle of
Britain was taken over by America, and its policies
began to assume an imperialistic character. The ln-
dian iatelligentsin had always associated with the
American conuieclion the noble ideas of Lincoin, Wil-
son, Emerson and Whitman, All tlus changed over-
nipht. The Americans began to flaunt in our faces
their immense wealth and armed might of which a
hideous example was the dropping of the atom bomb
on Hiroshima. This was followed by open and un-
abushed support of highly oppressive  dictatorships
which were trampling underfool those very prin-
ciples by which the Americans stood when tighting for
their freedom and iiberty.

America was idcologically closc to us but it appears
their liberal system and ideas do not guide their poli-
cies towards other nations, especially nations of th2
third world.

Now whit could we do cxcept grasp the proferred
hand of a Sonviel alliance n circumstances such as they
existed a4t the time when Kissinger told us in plain
words that we coukl cxpect no help from them against
« Pakistau-Ulinig vonbinanon, Yo wene doce o fuce
with the pussibility of grase danger. Bul the news of
the Indo-Soviet treaty of peace. friendship and alliance
came to he and everyone heaved a sigh of relicf.

It was an wlhianee between two governments and not
a marriage of two distinetly different political systens.
Indin’s houry traditions and the moral and intelicctual

background of our educated classes who provide lea-
dership and moral ione to the country's lile have dug
such deep roots in the ideals of liberal democracy that
it is not easy for anybody to pull them out of it, So
India has not gone communist. [n fact it is too large
a country with a federal outlook and it cannot be
swepl by one large broom howsoever sturdy. India
cannot be a client state of any forcign power,

Our foreign policy is pragmatist and things as they
stand at present, have brought us closer to the Soviets,
They have been our traditional allies in international
forums. They have been our most substantial trading
partners. They have been virtually our most reliable
suppliers of military hardware with the technology that
fies behind its production in our own couatry. Hence
our relations are clear and intimate at present. No
one cun see too far into the future. So in this mate-
rial sphere therc is much give and take between us.
Bul our social and political systems are different from
cach other,

We draw more iospiration from Athenian ideals
of {reedom and liberal democracy, while the Soviets
arc more the heir of the Byzantine system of admini-
stration and social system. 1 would not be too much
Lo say that the Soviet system is virtually Czarism re-
born, with the diflerence that il has put on the red
cap of communist ideology. We shall brook no infer-
ference in our own sucial and political order and there
is no yuestion of our interfering with their system in
a like manner,

Hence my submission is that what [ wrote about 10-
ning down the anti-Soviet stance was nol so much out
of my love {or this tolalitarian octopus as my desire
1o enable a wider reading public 1o become familar
with the ideas of my favourite journal which stands
oul witli unsulhied record among u host of such publi-
cations.  As for myself. | abhor cvery form of totali-
tarianism whercever i1 iy be Yoo may be inte-
rested to know that with the imposition of the Emer-
geney in 1975 1 wsned my back on the Congress and
hase never repreticd my decision since.

Prof. R. M, Sinha
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which he inherited from a thorough assimilation of the
Congress presidential addresses had groomed him i
the valuc of public participation; consequently, he
could not help entering into active politics, both as &
spokesman and champion of liberalism and as a legis-
lator.

In the U.P, Legislative

Twice elected as president of the Liberal Party (the
National Liberal Federation), he remained onc of the
most eloguent opponents of the populist style of poli-
tics associated with Gandhian satyagraha and non-co-
operation. Earlier, he had opposed the entry of the
Extremists into the Congress and had tirelessly argued
for the urgency of introducing civic elements into poli-
tics, and to build up the institutions of liberal demo-
cracy. He scarcely minded the unpopularity that he
was courting from the public. “Immediate swaraj is
an cuphemism for revolution. And revolution cannot
be accompanied by appeals to constituted authorities.
But non-co-operation cannot achieve it either. .
Unceasing work in the various spheres of national life
so as to make of Indians a more efficient as well as
a more united nation and organized and sustained
efforts in the political field to secure much needed
reform in the administration, military no less civil, arc
the only means by which we can hope to achicve suc-
cess.” He was equally concerned at intolerance of dis-
sent which was gradually seeping into the crevices of
the Congress. The blows that the High Command
dealt to Khare, Nariman, and Subash Bose made him
despair of the Congress which he believed in its
“moment of triumph seek(s) to tread the path of
despots, while muttering the accents of democracy.”
Equally he was critical of the non-co-operation of the
Congress towards war cfiorts. Like M, N. Roy, he
belicved that fundamental issues of civilization and its
very survival were involved in the war.

As member of the legislature (U.P.), he was in the
Opposition and its accredited lcader and here he
continued the thoroughness of Gokhale in his mastery
of details and the debating skills of Satyamurthy, He
was indeed feared in thc House and the bureaucracy
had no reason to love him—for he was merciless in
his exposure of them. Legislative records in the U.P.
never reached such heights as when he was in the
House; had he succeeded in being elected to the Cen-
tral Legistature of the country, the natinn would hase
gained a legislutor of slerling qualitics,

It is not well-known that it was he who was respon-
sible in persvading {when all had failed) Gandhiji to
go to London and particinate in the Round Tahle
Conference. He too hud pacticipated in the first Con-
ference and wus to prove more than a match to the
British ministers. Along with Sustri, he was o win

encomiums from the British participants, for his mas-
tery of political facts and principles and his skill in
argument.

During the dyarchy days, he was also a2 very su¢-
cessful minister though only for two years, He brought
great and totally unsuspected skills to bear upon his
responsibilitics, He was more than what the bureau-
crats had expected of him for they could not bam-
boozle him; his enormous memory, his thorough know-
ledge of Acts and regulations stood him in good stead
as did his sure grasp of details. He would take up the
files late at night after dinner and work often il
2 am. All the time he was running his newspaper as
well! With the Conservative Parly coming to power in
England and with a new Governor it was evident that
the climate of opinion was changing and that he would
not be able to function with self-respect. On a ques-
tion of principle he resigned as minister.

Deeply religious, though not in any narrow sense,
Chintamani was commitied to social reform and this
he demonstrated in practise by getting married to a
widow. Though he believed in high ideals he did not
cherish low living. He liked the good things of life,
though he could scarcely afford all of them. But in
being steadfast to his values, he scomed position,
wealth and status. Alone of Indians, he was offered a
position in the India Council in London, by the then
Secretary of State but he chose the humbler but more
spiritually rewarding duty of editing his beloved news-
paper. It is good to remember this; how many iil
contemporary Jndia would emulate him?

DR R. SRINIVASAN is professor of Politics,
University of Bombay.
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How Western Self-Hate Helps Moscow

Peter Bauer

ACQUIRING client states by fomenting discord is u
commonplace of history. Read Thucydides.

We need to ask, why is the climate so hospitable to
Soviet efforts in the Third World? People there are
certainly not hostile to the West and its products. They
arc eager for western watches, transistors, drugs and
bicycles. Nor is it poverty which makes contmunisi
propaganda attractive. It is the relativcly prosperous,
urbanized and articulate groups with western contacts
who most readily embrace and articulate the commu-
nist creed—politicians, teachers, media and proles:
sional people, and the politicized military,

These proups, which dominate the inarticulate rural
majority in the politics of the Third World, especially
in Alrica and much of Asia, have only the haziest
ideas about Marxism-Leninism, but they realize that
it is both a system of ideas and a convenient political
programme and welcomc a system which promises
them even closer and lasting power over their subjects.

It was the West, especially Britain, which conferred
power and prestige on the new elite by undermining
traditional local institutions and leaders, a deliberate
bul unnecessary rejection of the earlier policy of trans-
lerring power to uccepied but reformed local leader-
ship,

The culmination of this process was the destruction
of the Kabaka of Uganda and his followers in 1966,
on the eve of what promised 1o be one of the few
genuincly democratic elections in Africa, and one
which the party Ied by thc Kabaka was almost certain
to win. The tanks and other hardware with which
Dr. Obote destroyed this teader were provided not by
the Sovicts but by the British.

For many decades a flow of misinformation emanat-
ing from the West has reached the Third World, both
about the merits of the Soviet system and alleged
western misconduct, A recital even of a few exam-
ples suggests that it is hardly nccessary for the Soviets
to turn the ‘Third World against the West. We do it
for them.

The educated Thisd World teader fearns, for exam-
ple. that the Ingm yor work he the Webhs, whn
founded the [ondon School of FEconomics and are
cntombed in Westminster Ahbey, is entitied: Sovict
Communism:; A New Civilisaiion writlen, incidental-
Jy, at the height ol the Stalinist terror. The student
of Harold Laski, acclaimed on both sides of the At-
lantic, reads that Vyshinsky was “doing what an ideai
minister of justice would do if we had such a person

in Great Britwin™. That too wus written in the mid-
1930s.

Mr. Kingman Brewster, Professor of Law at Har-
vard, President of Yale, American ambassador to br.-
win, and now master-designate of the oldest Oxford
college, proclaims that he is appalled and ashamed that
nowhere in the United States could biack revolution-
aries expect a fair trial. And it was not a Soviet
spokesman but C. P. Snow, guru of British and Ame-
rican intellectuals, who wrote that “in overall strategy
the socialist cconomy has been a major success. That
is, it has produced national wealth, not only in the
Soviet Union, but in other socialist countries, very
fast; almost certainty much faster than it could have
done under capitalism™,

More effective has been the persistent denigration
in the West of the West's conduct towards the Third
World. It was not a Soviet propagandist but Old
Etonian Cyril Connolly who wrote in The Sunday
Times under the heading “Black Man’s Burden: it is a
wonder that the white man is not more thoroughly
detested than he is ... in our dealings with every sin-
gle country, prced masked by hypocrisy, led to un-
scrupulous cocrcion of (he native inhabitants ., cruel-
ty, greed and arrogance, characterized what can be
summed up in on¢ word, exploitation. ..™,

According to a lecaflet distributed at Cambridge Uni-
versity a few years ago by a Third World pressurc
group, “We 100k the rubber from Malaya, the tea from
India, raw materials from all over the world, and gave
almost nothing in return™.  In reality, the British took
the rubber and the tea fo those countries, not from
them, as the planis were taken there by the British in
the 19th century,

Even when more restruined languuge is used, criti-
cism of thc West is often in the realm of fantasy, Shir-
dath Ramphal, Secretary General of the Commen-
wealth, charged the West in an address to the Trila-
teral Comimission in March 1980 with responsibility
for the Soviet vccupation of Afghanistan. The rcason
wis that wore aid would have helped Afghanistan “to
stand on jic feet emmomienlby te arowe e a0 padion
with cconomic. social and political institutions stabi-
lized against the crosions of poverty and so against
pressure from withoul™,

Afghanistan is onc of the most backward countrics
of the world. To suggest that yet more aid from the
West would have enabled it effectively to resist inva-
sion is fantusy.  As it was, Afghanistan eesisted Soviet
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forces for much longer than the much more advanced
Czechoslovakia and Hungary,

It is not in Pravda or Izvestia but in The Guardian
that we read: A quarter of the world’s population
lives, quite literally, by killing the other threc-quart-
crs”.  We read also of “social cannibalism which has
reduced over three-quarters of mankind to beggary,
poverly and death, not because they don’t work, but
because their wealth goes to fecd, clothe and shelter a
few idle classes in America, Evurope and Japan ...
Money-mongers in London and New York and ir
other weslern seats of barons living on profit snatched
from the peasants and workers of the world”.

In the same vein, a prominent American clergyman,
Professor Ronald Sider, writes: “It would be wrong
to suppests that 210 million Americans bear sole re-
sponsibility for all the hunger and injustiee in today's
world. All the rich developed countries are directly ia-
volved .., we arc participanis in a system that dooms
cven more people to agony and death than the slaves
system”,

Such fantasies are readily taken up by Third World
politicians supported by the West, and are often ad-
vanced in publications or platforms provided by it.
Kwame Nkrumzh was, until his downfall, a very
influential African leader, widely praised in the West
who initiated the Commeoenwealth Secretariat.

Here are some of his characteristic utterances: “They
(the colonialists) took our lands, our lives, our re-
sources and our dignity. .. It was when they had gonc
and we were faced with the stark realities, as in Ghana
on the morrow of our independence, that the destitu-
tion of the land after long years of colonial rule was
brought sharply home to us”.

In fact before the British there was not a single
cocoa tree in Gold Coast Ghana, nor a network of
roads and rail. When they left there was a hoge

cocoa acrcage, all of it in African hands, as well as

an effective system of transport.

The West further undermines its own position by
exaggerating the importance of Third World countries
of no strategic significance and with no economic or
military power beyond that conferred on them by the
West itself: witness countries such as Ghana and
Tanzania.

Whilc the West must revist Snviet ntlempls to seize
real stratepic vaniage paints we should, nevertheless,
consider what can be done to make conditions less
tenipting and propitious [or such moves,

We should systematically assist those Third World
covernments that promote a society 1o which the So
viet system has tittle appeal. This means, broadly, o
sociely in which personal and lTegilimate property is

cflectively protected, and in which individual econo-
mic initiative is given scope, including freedom to de-
velop commercial contacts abroad,

But much the most important task is, alas, also
much the most difficul, We should ask why, in
recent decades, we have succumbed to totally unfound-
ed feelings of guilt, accepted the most outrageous, evi-
dent and damaging falsehoods, and deferred to rulers
who treat their people with contemipt, brutality and
even inhumanity, and who have no real power excep
that conferred on them by the West.

How havye our faculties of simple observation, reflec-
tion and rational thought come to erode, even evapo-
rate, amidst awe-inspiring advances in knowlcdge? h
is as if some invisible monster had ravaged our self-
confidence and our abilities.

These fealures of our culture have often been noted
Many diverse explanations—inevitably conjeciural—
have been offered, such as the unhinging eflects of
rapid change and the multiplicity of information and
opinion that impinges upon, even envelopes, peoplc;
uncritical preference for remote information over
direct experience; the growth of specialization; the
loss of traditional religious belief and the rapid erosion
of traditional values; the denial of personal responsi-
bility under the impact of determinism; guilt born of
affluence, coupled with disappointment that the unpre-
cedented prosperity of recent decades has failed 1o
yield satisfaction and happiness; and others as well.

Whatever the reasons, there is now an evident lack
of poise and reflectiveness in the West which greatly
affects the stance of its leaders and opinion-makers,
both towards the Third World and the Sovict Union.
We cught to think hard about the forces behind this
since a society, however tcchnically proficient, whose
leaders are lacking in intellectua! clarity and moral
courage is not well placed to resist internal and
external threats.

The changes sugpested here may make a modest
contribution to improvement in this complex realm.
What can be expected, however, is that if the West
regains clarity and self-confidence, it would improve
relations with the Soviet Union,

Present and future Soviet leaders will know wherc
they stand, wd will Lo less teumipiod inte adventores.
And (he Wosl's new confidence may well efleet the
conduct of the Soviets towards the peoples under theijr
contro}. Here lies the best hope of genuine East-West
improvement.

Courtesy: The Times (London)
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The Origins Ot Peaceful Coexistence

Peter Sager

MARXIST-LENINIST IDEOLOGY regards transition
of the world to a Communist-ordered society as an in-
evitable process of history. According to Lenin, the duty
of the Communist Parly as the avams-garde of the pro-
letariat was to encourage this process. Lenin pave such
action greater importance than Karl Marx. “Give us
an organisation of revolutionaries and we will lift
Russia off its hinges” is a Leninist and not a Marxist
statement.

When Lenin took over power in Russia in October
1917, the couniry was weakened by war. Lenin hud
hoped for the immediatc outbreak of the proletarian
revolution in al} the industrialised nations. There seem-
ed to be indications that this was possible, at leust in
Germany and Hungary.

But these hopes melted. Despite this, however, Len-
in was able to overthrow the so-called counter-revolu-
tion in Russia and stabilise his regime politically. This
period of War Communism brought the country to
economic ruin. However, for Lenin the main problein
was elsewhere. “Here we have the greatest difficuity
of the Russian revolution, its greatest historical pro-
blem”, he said; “it is necessary to redeem the intern.-
tional revolution by realising the transition {rom our
revolution, which is a small revolution, to a world re-
volution™.

In the same specch, on March 7th 1918, Lenin also
explained: “If the European revolution is delayed,
then the worst defeat looms before us, for we have no
army, we have no organisation. We arc not able to
solve these two problems immediately. 1f a man does
not understand how to accommodate himself to reali-
ty, if he is not willing to crawl through the dirt on his
belly, then he is no revolutionary but only a babbler”.

Lenin’s “Breathing Space™

Accommodation to reality, then, was the contem-
paorary requirement. The opportunity for practising
this emerged with the “breathing space™ which was
praovided by the victory of Soviet power in Russia. in
April 1918, Lenin further expluned: ~in the lace
this situation, it is only the discord between the impe-
rialist powers which gives us o real—rather than a
paper—ruarantee of peace. It can be understood
thut with such uncertain protection our soviet socia-
list state finds itself in an unusually vulnerable and
critical condition.  'Wc must strain our strength to the
utmost in order 1o Luke advantage of the situation pro-

vided [or us by this breathing space to hcal the hor-
rible wounds which the war has inflicted and to lift the
the economy of our land. Without this, a serious in-
crease in our capacity for defence cannot be consi-
dered”,

The Leninist theory of the “breathing space™ is the
origin of peaceful coexistence, The first time he
spoke of this was in an interview with a German news-
paper correspondent, Karl Wiegand, on February 18th
1920, which was published three days later in the
New York Evening Journal. In answer to a ques-
tion about his plans in Asia, Lenin answered: “The
same as in Europe, pcaceful coexistence with the peo-
ple, with the workers and peasants of all nations who
awake to a new life—without capitalists”, Here
Lenin’s conviction of the inevitability of a real war is
hardly camouflaged. Even more clearly, speaking of
the bourgeoisie, he said on May Sth 1920: “The inevi-
tability and, considered in the perspective of world
history, not at all distant, final victory of the proleta-
rian revolulion cannot be prevented”.

With this theory, peaceful coexistence was also in-
evitable. But for Lenin this did not mean the stated
or unstated will of two different and antagonistic sys-
tems to live and let live without one attempting to
overthrow the other. On the contrary, peaceful
coexisience was to be correlated with the “breathing
space”, which came from the fact that although thz
Soviet Republic was alrcady too strong {o be conquer-
ed by capitalism it was not itsclf yet strong enough to
revolutionise the world.

In another important speech op the same subject on
December 6th 1920, Lenin said: “As long as we have
not taken over the entire world, as long as we are still
weaker than the others militarily and economically, e
must maintain the rule that we take efficient advantage
of the discord and opposition aniongst the imperi-
alists.. . As soon, howcver, as we are strong enough
10 overthrow capitalism in its cotirety, then we will im-
mediately hang them".

Fooling the “Capitalists”

Whenever Lenin addressed a “capitalist audience™,
however, he hid these beliefs, On March 22nd, this
is how he instructed the Soviet delegation which was
about 1o set ouwt for the Gepoa Conpference:
"Strike cut without fail every reference ta an ‘inevitable
violent revolution and the mevitability of a bloody
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BOOK REVIEWS

FREEDOM AND DISSENT: Essays in Honour of
Minoo Masani, ed. by R. Srinivasan; Democratic Re-
scarch Service; Pp, 248; Rs. 120.

PERSONAL FAMILIARITY with the subject of a
book is not exactly conducive to objectivity while re-
viewing the book. In dealing with this volume of
essays in honour of Minoo Masani, therefore, [ will
confine myself to commenting. albeit curserily, on the
rich and varied fare that the sponsors of the volume
have been able to put together, without, of course,
detracting from the compliments that are legitimately
due to Masani for his yeoman service to Indian public
life,

The essays cover as diverse a range of subjects us a
volume of this kind can conceivably accommodate—
liberalism, constitutional protection of the individual’s
rights, academic leadership. frecdom of the mass me-
dia, populsim in Indian politics, the duty to dissent,
consumerism, the corrupting influence of foreign aid,
international flow of information and state patronage
of the arts. There are also, for good measure, 2
couple of anecdotal pieces on Masani by those who
have had the privilege of working closely with him
over the years, and a long, illuminating interview which
Frits  Bolkestein. the Dutch Minister for Foreign
Trade, conducted with Masani some six years ago,

Arguably, thc most dominant characteristic of
Masani's life has been his willingness (some would
say €agerness) to dissent—a trait that has not only
won him more than his fair share of detractors, but
also ensured his exclusion From positions in public
lifc that he would have embellished as no one else
would have. But, as Nani Palkhivala points out in his
essay. “the duty to dissent is dictated by the realisa-
tion that in a democracy citizens huve to practise
obedience to the unenforceable™ — a realisation that
has, alas, always been at a discount in post-indepen-
dence India.

Palkhivala's essay also addresses another important
issue, viz, the persistence of unwisdom in government.
Quoting Barbara Tuchman's pioncering study on the
subject. the author avers thal “governments act un-
wisely becanse pohticians casnol admi erre, they tust
for power: they lack sell-confidence and Magnaniny:
they are more interested in imape than in substance,
they rarely pet the right information let alone know
how to act on it.”  The conseyuences are there for
all to see. "The history of the Republic of India for
several years upto 1984 was o sorry chronicle of the
follies ol our sdministiation,” he says. and anHy s

two of the most pernicious of these: constitutional
fundamentalism, which ullows the fetter of the Consti-
tution to be satisfied while burying its spiril fifty fat-
homs deep, and sterilc socialism, which has all but
destroyed enterprise and honesty in this country. Not
everyone will. however, share Palkhivala's optimism
about the necw povernment’s determination and ability
to make a clean break with the sordid past.

In the area of freedom for radio and television. for
instance, the optimism is far from justificd, As Mehra
Masani trenchantly obscrves in her essay. the continn-
ed reluctance of the government to loosen its grip on
AIR and Doordarshan is “not in kecping with our
claims to be a democratic state and the stand of tha
Rajiv Gandhi government is entirely out of step with
the desire to take India forward into the 21st cenlury.”
The same criticism can be made of Mr. Gandhi's act;-
tude vis-a-vis the debate on the so-called ‘new world
wformation and communications order’, 2 subjet 1
which Cushrow Irani discusses at some length in his
contribution.  “Unthinking endorsement of the posi-
tions taken under the pressure of the numerical majo-
rity of the Sovicts and their allics is not worthy of
(Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s) emerging reputation,” says Irani,
and not without reason.

Indeed, the persistent refusal of the new governmoent
to abandon the traditonal pro-Sovict stance on inter-
national issues offers as good an cxample as any of
the essentially status quoist nature of Rajiv Gandhi's
policies. Minoo Masani, more than anyone else, has
aticmpted to expose this dangerous tilt with a crusad-
ing zeal for years, and it is a pity, therefore, that the
sponsors of the volume under review could not get
someone to write on this subject which is so close 1o
Masani's heuart.

That eriticism. of course, is not to detract from the
essential worth of the book. Contributions from Soli
Sorabjee, C. D. Narasimhish, F. A. Mehta, Nissiin
Ezekiel and Peter Baucr, among others, offer a delec-
vible treat which the lover of freedom will find irresis-
table, the occasional laxity in proof-reading notwith-
standing.  All in all. a significant addition to the ex-
panding body of literature on freedom.

—K. S, Venkateswaran

BROADCASTING AND THFE PEOPLE by Mehm
Aasani; Nativnal Book Trust: Secomnd Editinn; 1985,
Pp. 169; R.. 13.50,

THE Tree flow ol nforcuten through competing
media is the precions Ifeblood of all open socictic:,
I ensares the feed-Tuck Trom people HOLCIRIe L
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which is essential for stable government. Wilbur
Schrumm, a leading authority on the muss media ob-
served that the mass mediu have four important Tunc-
tions viz., thut of being a forum, a watchman, teacher
and entertainer.  In India the miedia developed with-
out any consensus of what they were expected to do.
Giticial pronouncements on radiv and television {re-
yucntly referred to their educative role, vet in practizc
Lty have rarely risen above providing mass entertain-
nient 1o urbun auwdiences. The {ime devoted to flm
music and popular films on both thesc media indicates
that they are primarily a source of entertainment. Ex-
perts on mass communication in the 1960s spoke of
the possibility of raising the level of public taste and
of creating an informed public.  In practice the broad-
casting media have come perilously close Lo creating
a mindless generation through the cretimisation ot
youth. Official control of radio and television not only
ensured their high propaganda vaiue in building up
the image of the ruling party and specially of the Prime
Minister but they also emphasize a fairly effective
birth-control of creative ideas. The bureaucratic
organisation of AIR and Doordarshan leave little scope
for uriginality in arranging programmes or in experi-
menting in new ways, G. C. Awasthy in his Broadcast-
ing tn Indw (1965) observed about the status of the
Station Director; “Standardization is not enforced
mercly on a few basic issues, but on every imaginavle
puint, which means, there 1s no scope for initiative at
the station. It will be difficult to find an organisation
where more standardizzation and centralization have
been enforced than in AIR and at such high cost.”

Twenty ycars later the situation is probably ihe
same. The Government of India has done no more
than pay lip-service to the awtonomy of the media.
Even the Janata Government which promised auto-
nomy and set up the Commitice on Broadcasting under
the chairmanship of B. G. Verghese prevaricated and
shelved the question,

The second edition of Mehra Masani’s Broadcasting
und the People has ably and eloquenily argued that
the crisis in Indian broadcasting has been due to a
total lack of any broadeasting policy. Decisions have
been taken in this important area on grounds of ex-
pedicney  rather than with full understanding of the
role the media could play in nation-building and deve-
fupuiet. freguentdy  suceumbud
Lo presstites, Meho Masam wbserves “Belore deciding
on the technology to be used the service to be provid-
ed should have been clearly defined by those in autho-
ety so that the most appropriate technology could be
chosen,  In India the government was under pressure
frony the Indian Space Reseurch Qrganisation (ISRO),

Gwvenient s

to sanction its plun for an Indian satellite (INSAT)
to be launched even before uny long-term and well-
defined communication policy had been formulated,
No wonder then that the TV services which were 1o
be provided by INSAT were required to fit the technc-
fogy instead of fulfilling our communication needs.™

The need 1o introduce colour T\’ does not seem o
have been examined {rom all aspects keeping in view
its cost and other considerations.  As Mehra Masaai
notes, colour TV has no spcecinl advantage over the
black and white from the poing of view of educationat
instruction.  She observes that even in the U.S.A. (in
1984-85) the. TV sets sold in black and white have
heen 35% of the total, In Western Europe 3194 and
i 1be rest of the world 65¢.. “The argument that even
small countries have adopted colour TV requires to be
considered,  Why have these countries adopted colour
TV? In Iran, the Shah of Iran introduced colour TV
10 cover the coronation of the Empress Farah. In
Ugandy, 1di Amin brought in colour TV at a cost ol
$6 million to cover a meeting of the Organisation of
African Unity and also to cover his most recent wed-
ding in 1975. In Thailand it was introduced in a
great hurry to cover a beauty competition. We, not v
be outdone, started on colour TV in a hurry to relay
the Asian Games.”

One is compelled to conclude that the introduction
of colour TV was inspircd by the desire to eulogisc
the Prime Minister rather than to serve the nceds of
the country.

At the beginning of the 1960s the so-called ‘Deve-
lopment Decade’ there were high expectations as tn
what the media could do in the transformation of rural
India. J. C. Mathur picturcsquely described the media
as New Lamps for Alladin (1965}, These expecti-
tions were utopian even then, considering the poor
development of cummunication in the country. Ac-
cording to UNESCO a country needed 5 radio sets,
10 copies of a newspaper and 2 cinema tickets per
hundred of the population to enable it to be a ‘deve-
loping’ country, By thesc modest criteria India was
far below the UNESCO minima, Even today, as
Mehra Masani noted, the radio reaches no more than
205 of the population and this mainly in urban India.

The role of the media in bringing aboul rural change
has heen inhibited by technical as well as socio-cul-
ial Lactors, When commuinity sety ae prosided the
audicnee consists mainly of men and children, :he
women being excluded.  The lanpuage and idiom of
the broadeasts have ignored the linguistic variations
that exist in every part of India. Mchra Masani right-
ly ubserves that although ihe role of the electronic
media in bringing ahout changes in traditional rural
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ocieties is limited they can be eliective when they
supplement and feed the inter-personal channeis of
communication.  We still do not know when people
change their ideas and consequently their ways of lile
but it is certain that they will not do so merely because
urban elites tell them to do so. Here, as elsewhersg,
the expericnce of raral folk is an important factor,
Pcrhaps the greatest single defect in AIR’s rural pro-
grammes has been the absence of effective feed back.,
Audience research has been spotty and perfunciory.
The chapter on Broadcasting for Rural Progress gives
a comprehensive account of the problems in this arza.

Broadcasting and the Peaple beass on every page
the author’s wide experience with broadcasting, It is
a boak that deserves to be read by everyone interest-
ed in the role of the audio-visual media in our tradi-
tional socicty, It is critical of pgovernment official
policies and provides a great deal for policy-makers
to reflect upon. It is perhaps too much to expect
Doordarshan to have it discussed by experis in one
of its programmes! If I amn asked to refer to one singie
comprehensive and balanced account of the experience
of broadcasting in India T shalt have no hesitation to
mention Mehra Masani’s book.,

_S- P. Ai}’al‘

THE FALL OF A SPARROW by Salim Ali; Oxford
University Press; 1985; Pp. 260; Ks. 110.

BEFORE oflering the many bouqueis which this
fascinating book deserves let us get rid of a couple of
small brickbats (one of them a “left-handed” brickbat,
anyway}. A map or two would have assisted the re-
ader wio cannot pinpoint Tavoy and Uppsula, nor
even Bamian and Garbyang. And a Family Tree of
Alis, Tyabjis and rclated families would have helped
the reader to keep his bearings among the various
members of this highly distinguished flock as they fi,
in and out of the pages.

This book will appeal not only to the serious orni-
thologist and humble “bird-watcher”, but also to the
historian, the suciclogist, all observers of the Common
Featherless Biped, and to all thase who lave a gaod
story and an amusing anccdate.

SA': autnhingraphy, canye parte of which have heen
painstukingly assembled after many  decades, opens
with his fledpling years in Bumbay which (1o the
great loss of us all) bas pussed for ever: uncrowded
city of horsc-dawn trams where 43 eggs coutd Dbe
hought for onc rupee. We soon meet the sparrow
who fell and gave the book its title. We read of
Burmese duys when SA was unwittingly taying the

loundations of his future life-work, mecting the lirst
of the book’s various colourful characters, and being
permitted by an all-seeing Providence to fail as a
busincssman. A second fortunale failure was his in-
ability to obtain an official appointment (although ki
political views and sturdy individuality would no douin
soon have parted from it}

1924 10 1929, despite the companionship of b
ideally matched wife and the friendship of such person-
alities as Sarojini Naidu and Maulana Shauqat Al
were years of insecurity. 1929 however brought .h.
opportunity of studying abroad, and a benevolen
destiny took him to Germauy rather than to England.
Here he met and studied under Prof. Stresemann, who
becume his gratefully acknowledged Guru.

After 1930, SA never looked back, and he regards
the two decades 1930 to 1950 as the most productit
period of his career. The Ornithological Survey .
Hyderabad saw the beginning of a series of rc-
gional surveys which have made the worid—and even
SA's fellow countrymen—aware of India's immense
avian treasures. About this time he came in contact
with the great Hugh Whistler, who sent him a clear
and comprehensive set of guidelines which are given
in Appendix 1. The reader will have already noted
SA’s readiness to accept wise advice and help from
any quarter, while never being deterred by any man’s
cminence {rom correcting an error of scientific claim
or of civilised behaviour.

An “interlude” in the Nilgiris, where he met R. C
Morris (one of those strange British birds who turncd
their migration to India into permanent rcsidence)
prepared him for the Travancore-Cochin Survey which
afforded him the greatest satisfaction of all his sur-
veys, Operating from Bhawalpur State, he studied
the bird life of the Rajasthan desert, Two years ear-
lier, he had visited Afghanistan in the company of tiw
dynainic eccentric, Col. Meinertzhagen, whose scien-
tific ability must have far exceeded his judgement ol
human character. (His extraordinary opinions on the
specics salimalius are given wilh engaging frankness
in Appendix 2}.

In July 1939, an idyllic stay at Dchra Dun was
abruptly terminaled by his wife’s trapgic death from
bloud puisoning. Hesncforth be made his permane
home on Puli 11ill, Bombay, with his hospitable sis
and hrother-in-taw,

During a rewarding but arduous trip to Mansarovay,
described in Chapter 12, 3 was only SA’s presence vi
mind which suved him from the attentions of an ar-
ed robber. Chapter 13 inlroduces that singularly lov-
able character Lok Waun Tho, whose memory is kept
fresh after his untimely death, by innumerable superb
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photographic studies and various generous donations.

An account of Flamingo City in the Rann of Kutch
during the “peak rush” is followed by the story of
how Bharatpur’s Keladeo Ghana was transformed from
a  4U0U-duck-in-a-day slaughterhouse into today’s
unique sanctuary—just in the nick of time, after enlist-
ing nelp al the very highest level, An account of bird-
ing 1n Bastar State is remarkable chiefly for the cou-
rage of SA’s “foolish” (yet unavoidable) night-long
journey through a forest threatened by a man-eating
tiger.

Chapter 17 tells of SA’s “seccond love -—motor-
cycles—and of phut-phutting over parts of Europe
atter attending the prestigious International Qrnitho-
logical Congress at Uppsala in Sweden. Chapters 18
and i9 deal with six individuals for whom SA holds
a special regard.  Foremost among these is his elder
brother the late Hanid Ali ICS, for whom this
reviewer has chenshed an enduning regard ever since
he had the privilege of serving as Hamidbhai’s Per-
sonal Assistant more than 50 years ago.

In Chapter 20 the author reconciles the apparently
opposing claims of scientific ornithology and bird pre-
servation, Chaplers 21 and 22 are about the books
SA has written and the prizes he has won for what
some ol his own relatives considered a “misspent™
life. Chapter 23 mentions a few of the thrills of bird-
watching.

An Epilogue in whicb SA declares his articles of
taitn 15 roliowed by the two Appendices, of which the
second contalns cxiracts trom some important letiers
wiuch he has received—including two wiich commi-
serate his long-departed wile upon the reported deatn
ol ner spouse!  (lne Jupanese say that “he who by
mustake 18 suid to have died lives longer™! let us hope
that uns will continue to hold good in SA’s case).
The book is complcted by a Glossary of Indian words,
an lmex, and morc than 70 photographs and fasci-
miles.

The author’s style is simple and direct, possessing
that very “readability” at which he confessedly aims,
enlivened by the humour for which he is so well-
known, and spiced by occusional touches of mulice
which s never hitter save when directed ngainst the
selfish slaughter of cur vanishing pame,

The production shows the excellence which we
vxpect of the Oxlord University Press and any rcader
who wishes o spot the only itwo printing errors in th:
whole buok may beal the bushes of pages 85 aund 137,

—Themas Gay

SNAKES AND LADDERS, THE DEVELOP.
MENT GAME by Jay Dubashi; Allicd Publishers
Pyt. Ltd.; Pp. 290; Rs. 8S.

THE colour{ul title of the book is more than matched
by its contents. These, though they represent a com-
pilatiun of work published as a column on curreat
economic affairs in a prestigious journa), do not have
the disjointed scrappiness ol occasional “pieces” hap-
hazardly collated, They are coherently placed togethar
in six section: “The Politics of Economics™; “Growth,
Stagnation and Poverty”; “Plan, Planning, and Policies;
Business and Businessmen”; “The Foreign Dimension”;
“Men and Machines.” Under each of these topic-heads,
one obtains, as a bonus, the history of post-Indepen-
dence Indian economics. Though Mr, Dubashi has
not (to the best of my knowledge) been a formal mem-
ber of the Swatantra Parly, much of his economic
thinking is very much in consonance with Swatantra
philosophy. He is a vocal critic of the public sectar;
of woolly-headed Fabian Socialisin, and the myih that
monopolies are benign, so long as they are not in pri-
vate hands. He is indced one of the perceplive few,
who realises that it is ustless to expect an open liberal
and modern society in an cconomy which functiuns
as a highly centralised adjunct of the State. Indeed it
is his thesis, that given our Kind of Statist economy,
the evolution of the Emergency was an inevitable poli-
tical development.

Mr. Dubashi has a gift for the telling statistic: for
example that Government owns 65% of the bread in-
dustry; 98% of coal, 85% of banking; 100% of life
insurance; 32% of bulk drugs. It imports 76% of
the total goods imparted inte India. It owns 70% of
all national wealth. The entire offices of the Indian
Public Sector in India, usc 804, of the installed aiy
conditioning in this country. Government uses 60 7%
of all passengers cars on the roads. Every fourth air
passenger works for govermnent, and one out of every
three passengers in the First Clags of a train, is also a
government servant.

My, Dubashi does not sec any basic or inbuilt con-
flict between Agriculture and Industry, For examplz,
he traces one myth (o its logical couclusion. If we
accept that the [irst requircment for sound agricullure
is a water-supply source independent of rains, this
would oy dunis, cicctical instalialous, woimes,
these in twin necessitating cement and steel for con-
struction, in an inter-reluted chain.  On Gandhian eco-
nomics, he fecls that Gandhi formulated his economic
theorics without expert knowledge, and long before
an industrial infrasiructure had come into existencs
On the political stances ol various Parties, he opines
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that all of them accept certajn fundamental conditions
of growth, and only differ in the ewphasis given o
each. Here, his first chapter and the introduction, are
most tclling, Apparently, when the Janata government
came to power, and he was appointed Economic Ad-
viser, he devised a Plan which involved more or less
scrapping the Indusirial Policy resolution of 1956,
Although the Party had actually committed itself 1o
de-centralisation in its Manifesto, the document was
dumped, as unceremoniously as the author himself,
Apparently, the eco-political scene in India, bears out
the French refrain “Plus Cest la change, plus c'est la
meme chose’  “'The more it chanpges, the mare it 15
the same.” Another interesting theory propounded by
the author, is that our planning process confuses pro-
duction with productivity. Mere production in abso-
lute terms, does not make for a larger national cake,
Productivity does. Dut this involves gelting the most
citicient returns from the application of high technolo-
gy to capital, He points out that if the Induostrial Re-
volution had been stalled in England, because machines
replaced workers and the steam engine overtook the
sfage coach, Britain would not have been the world
leader it became. On the other hand, Britain today
is falling behind even an Asian power like Japan, be-
cause its workers are misusing Union strength to hold
hack the march of needed modernisation,

The area of the book's greatest weakness, is the lack
of Mr. Dubashi’s own solutions for what he thinks has
gone wrong. His analysis is always cogent, compel-
ling, and provocative. But onc needs to deduce what
might be done hy way of a corrective, through second-
tuessing his X-Rays of economic ailments. For in-
stance, when he deals with modernisation, wnd produc-
tivity, it would he useful il he had suggested what is to
be done between the time workers are thrown out ol
jobs while hi-tech is being introduced, and the crea-
tion of new jobs, when hi-tech has altered the pattern
and pace of the economy, Since India has no social
security such as Britian, the dole cannot cushion the
effects of unempiloymeni. in a population already bur-
dened with surplus labour.  In view of the fact that
the Prime Minisetr inlends to push hi-tech in a hig
way, the social etfects af the policy and ways 10 mini-
mise the harcdship which will ensue in the initia? stapes.
deserve the attention of alt thinking people. hke the
author,

This apart, he bas wotten @ omost fiuunnaing wind
enjovible book, relreshingly free from  the  jargon
which iy aflected by expert writers on rechnical suh-
weets The ook s s sy, o literany delieht e

strongly recommended even at its fairly steep publi-
vation price,
Louella Lobo Prabhu

SADAR-I-RIYASAT by Dr. Karan Singh; Volume
2 (1953-1967); Oxford University Press; pp. 162
Rs. 100.

COMPARED to the first volume of his autobiography
which was absorbing, Dr. Karan Singh's second volwne
has come as a disappointment. This is more an ac-
count of his own activities, bis inner development and
of his relationship with his spiritual mentor—Sri Krish-
naprem—than a story of the trials and tribulations of
India during the period 1953-1967 crammed with
many important events.

As the head of a strategic State and an active parti-
cipant, he could have thrown some new light on the
political events during this period. He has revealed
nothing new or startling. His comments on these events
and on our national leaders only conform to the gene-
rally held views about them. For instance:

Morarji Desai is rigid and self-opinionated.

8. K. Patil was blunt and amusing.

T. T. Krishnamachari was brilliant but cynical.
Ashnka Mehta always looked a picture of misery.
Krishna Menon was wily and mephistophelian.
He was responsible for introducing an clement of
politicization into the army that had disasirous
repurcusions, Strong-willed, arrogant and suspici-
ous 1o the point of paranoia, Krishna Menon
fully exploited his closeness to Jawaharlal Nehiu
by pushing his own favourites in the Defence
Ministry and, worse, in the Services. Krishni
Menon and General Kaul between theny had led
us into a military and political disaster. The
hlatant manner in which General Kaul was hoost-
ed and factionalism introduced at all levels in
the armed forces could not but have tragic re-
purcussiots,

A1 Al | -

Dr. Karan Singh is all praise for Nehru and Indira
Gundhi.  This is understanduble as he has been wait-
ing for lang to seck re-admission to the Congress (I)!

One good and prachical suepestion made by Dr,
Karan Sineh deserves  serous  consleration by our
national parties, He has suggested that Jammu shonld
e merged with Tineeha) Posdeste and Ladakh cen-
ually administered as Janunu and Ladokh have been
wotally neelected hy successive reetmes in Kashmir,

—58. 5. Bankeshw:



FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION

Freedom. with social responsibility and the rule of law, is the founddation of civilisation and a
precondition for social and cultural progress. Few peopie however, have an adequate idea
and understanding of the meaning and value of freedom and its implication on day-to-day
life. Generally, freedom is taken to mean merely the absence of restrigtions of whatever one
wishes to have or do. It is doubtful whether freedom as a basic value has become.a part of
our cultural ethos.

There is urgent need fo promote the acceptance of the values of freedom ard dignity of
the Individual among our people and specially among the young. The only hope lies in the
efforts of voluntary organisations specifically dedicated to the promotion of these vaiues. A
long-term programme of sound popular education in the meaning, implications and respon:
sibilities of freedom in oll its dspects is necessary.

These conslderations, and the desire o make efforts in that direciion, have prompied the
estaplishment of the Freedom First Foundation os e non-partisan, educational, chartable
Trust for the promotion of these values and ideats. The Foundotion will organise lectures, semi-
nars, study classes, and other educdative and cultural activities, and wiit publish andfor sub-
sidise the publication of periodicals, tooks ond pamphlets, for the promotion of these aims
and objectives.

We appeal to all those who are commifted fo freedom, democrocy and an open society
w suppor the Foundation by sending donotions and confributions to the compus of the Foun-
dotion.

The Foundafion has been registered under the Public Trust Act and donations of Rs. 250 ond
above are exemnpt from tax under Section 80 G(1) of the Income tax Act, 1941,

Cheques should be made payabie to the Freedom First Foundation, 127, Mahatma Gan-
dhi Road, Bomboy 400 023. and eamarked for its compus.

ORGANISING SECRETARY

required by
The Society for the Right to Die with Dignity
fo organise an
International Conference in Bombay in November 1986.

The position could be full time or part time. Candidates should be
dynamic with proven organisational abilities preferably in aranging
infernational conferences or seminars.

STENOGRAPHER

The Society also needs a competent full-time stenographer with a good
command of English.

Write immediaiely forwarding biographical padiculais, and salary
expectations to the Society's office, Maneckjee Wadia Building. 4th floor,
127 Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bombay 400 023.
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