









































































































































fargest number of pages 42 out of 318,
Afer all. he created Pakistan although
he began his political career with the
hope of becoming a "Musim Gokhale”
and was hailed by Sarcjini Maidu as an
examplar of Hindu-Mustim brother-
hood. That such a man should become
an implacable foe of the Congress, of
which he was once a member, because
it was a Hindu organisaticn is one of the
great ironies of history. Along with Jin-
nah we may mention his faithful lieute-
nant. Liaquat Ali Khan, who was re-
spansible for bringing his master back
to India, from the latter's virtual retire-
ment in Britain in the early thirties. He
became Pakistan's first Prime Minister
and was shot dead by an assassin in
October 1951.

0Of the remaining three subjects Faz-
lul Haq was brilliant, ecratic and an out-
and-out seif-server and was conde-
mned by Jinnah as a treacherous per-
son doing incalculable harm to the
Mustims of Bengal. A few hailed him as
a "Royal Bengal Tiger.” His career
{1873-1962) encompassed various
principles and panies the last one being
K.S5.P, — the HKrishak Peasants and
Workers Party — perhaps the only such
party known so far in Pakistan.

This leaves only two studies — that of
Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad and Dr. Zakir
Husain. Some may wonder at their in-
clusion in this book since both were en-
tirely out of tune with the remaining six.
Azad was an eminenl Muslim scholar,
an authority of the Holy Quran, which
he translated into Urdu, He was the
President of the Congress during the
last crucial years of Indo-British nego-
tiations, But to Jinnah he was only a
Muslim show-boy of the Congress and
he refused to have anything to do with
him — even to shake his hands,

Dr. Zakir Husain remained an educa-
tonist ali his fife. He never dabbled in
politics of any hue and was respected
both by Hindus and Muslims.

The book is well-produced although
the latter pages are marked by some
misprinls — the most glaring being the
wrong dates of Dr. Zakir Hussain's life-
time right in the bold heading of the
study. It should be 1877-1969, nut
1B67 1969

The first chapter "Hindus & Mushms
and the last ‘Conclusions’ make good
reading and the reviewer commends
them 1o those, who cannol spare the
nme o leisure to tead the whole bool.

M.G. Jog

WOMEN'S OPPRESSION: PAT-
TERNS AND PERSPECTIVES edited
by Susheela Kaushik; Shakti Books,
New Delhi; 1985: Pp 134; Rs.75

The book under review is the first
under a series entitled "Women in Soci-
ety”. As the title suggests the bock tries
to throw light on why women in every
culture have been dominated, restricted
and restrained or al best subtly contnl-
led by men. Of course one can always
point to specific exceptions. But the
general historical pattern is beyond
dispute.

Three articles in the book are de-
voted to an examination of the theore-
tical basis of women'’s oppression. Mar-
xists link the oppression of women to
the emergence cof private propeny. En-
gels compared the relationship be-
tween a man and women in the family
to that of the bourgecis and the pro-
fetariat. Radicai feminists on the other
hand developed the theory of patriarchy
to explain the subordination of women,
According to them there exists a patr-
iarchial organisation in societies deter-
mined essentially by a male hierarchicai
order that enjoys both economic and
political power. MNeither Marxisrm nor
radical feminism convincingly explain
the ofigin of women's oppression.
Socialist feminists have in recent years
attempted to synthesize these two
approaches, Socialist feminists posit a
dependent relationship between capi-
talism and patriarchy. Patriarchy as we
know neither originated with capitalism
nor does it end with iL Division of labour
based on sex still exists in the Soviel
{nion, Cuba, China and other socialist
societies. Soviet society till today ex-
hibits al} the familiasr forms of inequality
of women such as subordination within
the home, acceptance of lower paid
jobs and uneven representation in im-
portant political offices.

Usha MNayar in her well-documented
article on "Cultural rools ol Oppres-
sion”, has analysed the role and status
of women's education in India. Women
are behind not oniy in number but the
kind of educatian they receive ar opt for
15 qualitatvely ditterent from that ot
mer They go for courses inarts and
humaniites limitimeg their ouenpateonal
choices and chances. bducatinn seems
tu it wornen for roles that are exten
sions of thuir positions withine thy patr
farchial family  She aianes thal e
choice of courses are dictated either by

the actual or expected adult role of
women in our society as mothers and
wives. Thus the gender-based division
of labour in the family perpetuates ilself
in the labour market. Naturally more
women are primary teachers while men
are professors, nurses are predomi-
nantiy fernale while doctors are male,
the maile business executive always re-
quires fermale secretarial assistance.

At the theoretical level, development
aims at integrating increasingly wider
sections of society in the mainstream ot
national life. Yet in practice the process
and consequences of development
have been complex and contradictory,
having an unprecedented impact on
family life. particularly on women.
Sormme of these specific problems faced
by women have been examined by
Meera Chandoke in her article "De-
velopment Process: Heightening of
Oppression — A Case Study of Sub-
Saharan Alrica”. She fraces a break-
down of family siructure and kinship
groups in Africa to the impasing of mar-
ket relalons of production, in a prék-
capilalist,  non-monetized  economy
Heie export-oriented sectors of Alrica
become vast pools of manpower to
serve this export sector. This has been
at the cost of the development of farms,
Qften these migrations are trans-
national. While the migrants are males
the governments discouraged migra-
tion of women. This ensured a mobile
labaur force. They became solely re-
spansible for food production. Women-
headed households became a distinct
teature of African saciety, in Zambia fifty
percent of the housholds were at one
time headed by women. In Lesotho it
has been estimated that sixty percent of
married women in the country are wives
o! migranis. Women have been com-
pelled to shoulder the respansibility for
food production, child  rearing  and
househald aclivitics. Though women
play a pivatal role in the proudction of
food they are largely ignored when it
comes ta providing technical training in
this flield, vr in making imponant fami-
fial decisions even in the absence of
men. This was cunfirmed by seventy-
vight persent ol wormnen surveyed in
Lesothio.

it hopees that the subsequent litles
under e series would locus one the
wotnen s imoyement especially in india,

Padmini Murti

TR TR AN TN S M|






one of the best in the book under re-
view.

“Tea at Tavistock”™ by Mulk Raj
Anand being mainly an autobiographic-
al narration of the young Anand in the
exalted litetary company of Leonard
Woolf and EM. Forster, is an exercise
which baorders on the wonderment of a
young Indian author in the company of
estabiished liberal authors like Woolf
and Forster. The little literary pow-wow
thiat toliows 15 one of scoring points and
is of interest anly in as much as Anand
despite his fledgiing status does not
cede ground and holds his own against
the combined intellectual assaulls of
the other two.

This 15 a good collection of essays in
a different genre competently edited
and very well-printed. {t should stimu-
late a lot of thinking on the role of litera-
ture in decolonisation.

M.R. Sundareswaran

COMMUNAL RIOTS [IN POST-
INDEPENDENCE INDIA edited by
Asghar Ali Engineer; Sangam Books,
1984: pp.331; Rs. 125

The book under review is based on
papers read in a semninar organised by
Lthe Institute of Islamic Studies Bombay
and the Ikhwanus Safa Trust in Decemn-
ber 1981 plus other papers and anticies
an the topic of communat violence in
Independent India, The overall attempt
is to make scientific analysis of the
causes of communal violence which
has become so much a part of our life
that it has managed to make us utterly
insensitive to some of the mosl mhu-
man brutalities committed on our fel-
low beings in the name of religion.

The various papers highlight interna-
tional and national questions; econo-
mic and political factors and local
group rivalries which at times appear to
be the main causes of communal vio-
lence 1ather than the traditonal Hindu-
Musliim  antagonismis. The theoretical
formulations presented in the book are
‘backed” hy field studies of some major
communal riols since the late “sixties’.

Qf more lasting interest are the pap-
ers on Communal Politics in Jamimo
and Baslhinnn Stebe by Rivae Pusyabi
atwl  The Fiobban ol Assam Com-
munal  Regwnat or Linguslc?' by
Asghar Al Logineer They covir a sys-
temalic analysis with o historieal hack-
ot 4 Hindu-Mushrm relanons and
how the two communities are todav

being deliberately antagonized from
each other by self-seeking politicians
for Lheir own nefarious ends. In a way
this applies to the entire country as
pointed out by Zoya Khaliq Hassan in
tus paper “Communalism and Com-
munal Violence in India” when he states
that the democratic process has failed
1o strengthen casle and communal soli
darity and that in lact il has actually
weakened thern wilh the politician often
aclively encouraging religious  senti-
ments.

Syed Shahabuddin in his paper
'‘Communal Violence - A Challenge to
Plurality” feels that pechaps a long term
solution could lie in education “based
on hurman values coupled with acceler-
aled economic development. generat-
tng social mobility, cutting across ex-
isting lines of cleavage in our society on
refigious. caste, regional or linguistic
lines.”

One cannot help but get Lhe feeling
thal the partition of India on communa!l
and religious grounds has, far from
solving the problemns of the minorities,
actually aggravated them. From a lar-
ger context, no religion ever preaches
violence or hatred towards others what-
ever their religious beliefs, Marxists
affirm that religion is the poor man's
opium for it can be transtormed into
poiscn by power. pdliticians and anti-
social elernents bringing human misery
and death in its train. The book con-
cludes by reproducing the "definition
and scope of the term” communal
organisation’ as suggested by the
Minorities Commission.” A bibliography
and a general index would have added
ta the value of this book.

S.6L Clerk

SOUVENIR TO MARK THE
DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE GANDHI
ASHRAM, TIRUCHENGODU, 1985:
Tamil Nadu 637201.

The completion of sixty vears in Lhe
running of any voluntary institution is a
memorable event, and partirularly so nf
an ashram deyoted ta the promotion of
Khadi, village regeneration énd uplifl ol
the weaker swctions ol socicty, In 11475,
a lollower of C Rajaqoepalachan, Ratia
sabapathy Gounder donated land on
which  Rajaji founded  this  astiramn
From its inception it has been engaged
in yeaman scrvice and during the last
decade ils record has been striking in

that its owtput in terms of rupees has
increased six-fold and in terms of mate-
rial output four-fold.

The Souvenis recalls the founding of
the ashram and its success. Entirely
voluntary in its working its record is par-
ticularly striking because modern de-
veloprnents in our country are certainly
not ronducive to agro-industries and
nandicralts.

R. Srinivasan

YUSUF MEHERALLY: QUEST FOR
NEW HORIZONS by Madhu Danda-
vate; Popular Prakashan, Bombay.
1986; 146: R5.95

Loving and kind in alf his ays,
Upright and just to the end of his days:
Sincere and serene in heart and mind,
What a beawtiful memory hie lefl
hehind!

Indeed. Meherally has left behind a
beautifui memory for his friends and
admirers! | had the gocd fortune to
know Yusuf Meherally for less than
three years, yet, in this short span of my
acquaintance with him | can say that he
left an indelible impression on my
mind! Meherally had a pure heart. a lov-
ing disposition, humility and charity,
sensitivity of the mind, a generous
appreciation of others and a modest
opinion of his own self. He kepl pati-
ence under wrong, self-control when
provoked, and when injured. he strove
to lift up his soul so high that Lhe off-
ence could not reach him. His short
span of lite was like a river, with a
source, a course and a purpose.

The biography of this great man writ-
ten by his colleague and friend Prof.
Madhu Dandavate, though at a very late
stage, is highly welcome, as it is sure to
inspire the present generation 1o be like
hiny who had everylhing a man should
he.

The hook bears a preface by his
equally wonhy friend and colleague
Achyutrao Paiwardhan who has given a
brief barkground n which Meherally
snughit to achieve his objectives, to en-
able the readers t understand bim bet-
ter This s toleawes] by mete than twen
ty black and whid podials i which the
personaiy o Mehierally ives on as ev-
ety man's ideal. The test of the pages in
the honk are till of 2 vivid account of
Meherally’'s  Ife  tromn Ins bathin
Septetnber 1903 till his death in July

Froogopry Forst v






Leslie Sawhny Centre

83, Rest Camp Road, Deolail

HERE's a quiet place, set in the heights of Declali, Amidst lush green hills and
blooming rose gardens is the Leslie Sawhny Centre

The bracing climate of Deolali and the warm-hearted hosprality of the Training Cenfre
are a happy combination, promoting a sense of well-being and enthusiasm.

Many courses are conducted here from fime 1o time by the Leslie Sawhny Programme

of Training far Democrocy, a non-partisan educational organisation, named atter the
late Col. Leslie Sawhny which alms ot the training of citizens in constructive citizenship
ond leadership.

Now. the Training Centre, with all its residential and other amenities, is being made
available to commercial and other organisations which need a suttable venue, at very
reasonable rates. for thelr own programmes such as seminars, conferences, group
dlscussions and training courses.

The Training Centre is well planned ana equipped with the latest avallable audio visual
facliities. conference room, library, indoor games, television, etc.

Deolali is most easily and conveniently accessible from Bombiay by rail and rood

For enquiies and further details please write to

The Executive Secretary

Leslie Sawhny Programme
Amy & Navy Building, 3rd floor
148 Mahatma Gandhi Road
Bombay 400 023

FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION

Freedom, with social responsibility and the rule of law, is the foundation of civilisation and
precondition for social and cuthural progress. Few people however, have an adequate idea
and understanding of the meaning and value of freedom and s implication on day-to-day
life, Generally, freedom Is taken fo mean merely the absence of restrchions of whatever one
wishes to have or do. It is douistut whethar freedom as a basic value hos become a part of
our cuttural ethos.

There Is urgent need to promotle the acceplance of the values of freedorm and dignity of
the ingividual among our people and specially among the young. The only hope lies in the
efforts of voluntory organisations specifically dedicated to the promotion of these values A
long-term programme of sound popuiar education in the meaning. implications and respon-
sibihties of freedom in Al its ospects is necessary

These considerations. and the desire to make efforls in thal direction, have prompted the
sstablishment of the Freedom Hrst Foundation as o non-partisan, educalional, charitable
Trust for the promotion of these values and ideals The Foundation will organise lectures, semi
nars, study classes, and other educative and cultural activities, and will publish and or sub>-
sidise the pubhcation of pericdicals. books and pamphlets, for the promotion of these airns
ond cbjeclives.

We appeal to all those who are committed o freedom democracy and an open sociely
ko suppor! the Foundation by sending donations and contribuhions o the conous of the Foan-
datich

Thes Fongnifatiosr s bioss bwesan pegustenacl une ke e bablie Tost Ac o b elonnations GFPe 2000 W
above are exempt from fax under Section 80 G{1) of the Income tax Act, 1961

Chegues should be mode payable to the Freedom First Foundation, 12/, Mahatma Gan-
chi locact Bombay 400 023, and earmarked for its comus.
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