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H. M. Seervai 
A Man of Great Courage and Great Intellect 

On 26th January, 1996, H. M. 
Seervai, then in his 90th year, quietly 
and peacefully passed away. It is no 
coincidence that Seervai passed away 
on Republic Day, for in the minds of 
Ia wyers and laymen alike, he was closely 
identified with the Constitution of India. 
His monumental work on the Consti­
tution of India, has been considered a 
classic, both in India and abroad, ever 
s ince it was firs t published in 1967. 

· Hormasji Maneckji Seervai was 
born in Bombay on 5th December 1906. 
Seervai was born into a priestly Parsi 
Zoroastrian family, and at the age of 
eight years, after a rigorous prepara­
tion, he was ordained a priest in a Fire 
Temple in Bombay. The pivotal tenet 
o f Zoroastrianism is that the good life 
consis ts of a perpetual fight of Good 
against Evil, and the good Zoroastrian 
is always ready for this battle and wages 
it ceaselessly. Seervai has led such a 
life. 

Educa ted at the Bharda New High 
School, he joined the Elphinstone 
College in 1922, graduating in 1926 in 
Philosophy. He was a Dakshina Fellow 
of the College, and for almost 40 years, 
a Trustee of the College, of which he 
was extremely proud. 

H. M. Seervai joined the Bar in 
1929. He joined the Chamber of Sir 
Jamshedji Kanga, a doyen of the Bombay 
Bar, and was his junior for well over 
20 years. 

In a career spanning over 65 years 
a t the Bar, he appeared in inumerable 
ce lebra ted cases. Among them: 

Keshav Singh's Case (1964): The 
Presiden tial reference under Article 143 
rega rding the consti tu tiona! clash 
be tween the legislature and the judi­
ci ary, where he appeared for the U. P. 
leg islature. 

Keshava11anda Bharati's Case 
(1973): The Fund amental Rights Case, 

before the largest bench of 13 judges 
of the Supreme Court, where appear­
ing for the State of Kerala, he led the 
arguments for the States regarding the 
right of Parliament to amend the Con­
·stitution. 

The Judges Transfer Case (1981): 
where he challenged the right of the 
Government to transfer judges with­
out their consent. 

Seervai was appointed Advocate 
General of Bombay on 1st July, 1957, 
and held that post for over 17 years, 
during which time, he devoted himself 
solely and exclusively to Government 
work. His term of 17 years as Advocate 
General is a record in Maharashtra. 

Though he never cared for 
Honours and Awards and never did 
anything to obtain them, the highest 
Awards and Honours came Seervai's 
way. Amongst the most prestigious 
Awards and Honours that Seervai 
received were Padma Vibhushan (1972) 
for his monumental book on the Con­
stitutional Law of India (now in its 4th 
edition) and for the signal services 
unstintingly rendered to the legal 
profession in India, Corresponding 
Fellow of the British Academy (1981); 
the only Indian to be a FBA in the field 
of law; The Dadabhoy Naoroji Award 

(1980); Living Legend of the Law (1994): 
Awarded by the International Bar 
Association. 

Apart from the law, Seervai had 
an abiding and life long love for lit­
erature, poetry, art and music. His 
greatest love was for poetry and he 
had over the years learnt to recite 
hundreds of poems for his own plea­
sure and that of others. 

A student of p hilosophy and a 
philosopher in life, Seervai was a 
founder member of the Philosophical 
Society of Bombay, founded by his 
revered professor from Elphins tone 
College, J. C. P. Dandrade. . 

A staunch civil libertarian, he was, 
for over 20 years and more, active in 
the civil liberties movement, being 
president of the Pl:JCL, Bombay, for 10 
years from 1983 to 1993. 

Seervai lived a complete life, 
devoting his time and energy in equal 
measure to law, literature and his 
family. 

He was a man of great courage 
and great intellect. But if one had to 
single out one outstanding quality and 
characteristic of the man, one would 
have to speak of his absolu te and 
inflexible honesty and integrity. For 
Seervai, Truth was sacred, and he never 
swerved from the path of Truth and 
Righteousness. He despised the glib 
phrase "The ends justify the means". 
Seervai used to say: "Once you swerve 
from the path of truth, you are on your 
way down the slippery slope" . For 
Seervai passionately believed, quoting 
Sir WaIter Scott: "Without courage there 
cannot be truth, and without truth, 
there can be no other virtue". 

He shunned publicity, pomp and 
fanfare . At heart, Seervai was a simple 
man who loved his family, his work 
and the simple joys of life poetry, 
literature, music and art. 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ... 

We in India are in the middle of a communications revolution -a revolution 
which began in Europe, the weste rn world, the oil-rich middle east and the far east 
in the late 'seventies and the early 'eighties. India, the victim of statist dogma and 
in the vice-like grip of those who had a vested interest in its backwardness, is, as 
usual, a decade behind. Bankruptcy compelled the ruling party to liberalise, and 
liberalisation brought with it globalisation. If India was to globalise (to survive), 
then it needed to modernise its communications. 

While economics and the compulsions of international commerce may have 
compelled us to rapidly modernise our communications systems, it has helped the 
citizens of this country to unshackle themselves from the suffocating monopoly 
enjoyed by AIR and Doordarshan under the tutelage of the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting. No politician or political party was really interested in granting 
real autonomy to the electronic media. Even Mr. L. K. Advani, who made loud 
promises in the election campaign in 1977, following the emergency to free th e media, 
was most reluctant to do so when he became the minister of informati on and 
broadcasting. Thanks to technology, it is no longer necessary to depend on poli­
ticians' promises. 

But a relatively free media with competing channels is not an unmixed blessing. 
The papers submitted at a seminar in Cochin last December, discussed the impact 
of the multichannel media on society on the one hand, and on the government­
owned Doordarshan on the other. Some of these papers are published in thi s issue 
as part of the cover story. 

We have, as usual, sought to interest our readers in subjects covering a w ide 
spectrum, ranging from the communications revolution to predicting ea rthqua kes 
and understanding communist China. 
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WITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends 

'Tis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tennyson 

There were three of us in this marriage, so it was 
a bit crowded . 

Princess Diana, Times of India, November 22, 1995. 

Congressmen have got so used to having their cake 
and eating it too that they cannot even imagine any shift 
in diet. 

M. J. Akbar, Asian Age, November 26, 1995. 

I used to think that, if there was reincarnation, I 
wanted to come back as the President or the Pope. But 
now I want to be the bond market. You can intimidate 
everybody. 

James Carville, Director of President Clinton's 
election campaign, The Economist, October 7, 1995. 

If Deil1i's politicians start posing for photographs in 
the company of mau/vis, that can mean only one thing: 
elec tion time .. . 

M. J. Akbar, Asian Age, December 17, 1995. 

All political parties are neck deep in making money. 
You name them, they are all all equally involved. 

Biju Patnaik, India Today, January 15, 1996. 

We treat our monuments like urinals. 

Prem Subramaniam, The Times of India, 
February 4, 1996. 

The hawala scandal proves, ultimately, that behind 
the speeches and manifestos, all political parties and 
politicians are equal, their needs are equal, even if amounts 
vary. It's just that some politicians get caught and others 
don't. 

India Today, F_ebruary 15, 1996. 

Politicians in our country should clean themselves 
before trying to cleanse others. Hypocrisy is the sole word 
to define all this. 

Vivek Sivara in a letter in India Today, January 15, 
1996. 
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Courage among such senior Congress leaders is 
synonymous with only one thing: a call to Sonia Gandhi 
to come and save their skins. 

M. J. Akbar, Asian Age, February 18, 1996. 

My Hindutva is nationalism and under that I have 
the right to abuse Pakistanis. 

Bal Thackeray, India Today, January 15, 1996. 

If festivals are an indication of a society's culture, 
we are in big trouble . Our festivals are excuses for 
drunkenness, debauchery, lust, temporary madness, all 
of it condoned by the culture. 

A columnist in The Metropolis, March 2, 1996. 

There is an increasing tendency to see Indian culture 
in highly conservative terms - wanting to save it from 
the "pollution" of western ideas ... But in our heterogeneity 
and in our openness lies our pride, not our disgrace. 

Amartya Sen, economist, delivering the Satyajit 
Ray Memorial Lecture in Calcutta, 

India Today, January 15, 1996. 

Religion sells. 

L. K. Advani, India Today, January 15, 1996. 

Collecting money has never been a problem with me. 

Biju Patnaik, India Today, January 15, 1996. 

There is no certainty in the law any more. We Indians 
have an unfortunate habit of substituting our own pre­
dilections for the law . 

Nani Palkhivala, !11dia Today, January 15, 1996. 

The Court has lent its seal of judicial imprimatur to 
our ideology of Hindutva. 

BJP chief L. K. Advani, India Today, 
January 15, 1996. 
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OF CABBAGES AND KINGS 

New Light on Mother Teresa 

One of the significant things of 
contemporary times is that there is 
nothing sacred and every icon, every 
figure has it~ detractors . Gandhi's 
personal image has been put under the 
microscope and there is no great figure 
that has no~ been shown to have clay 
feet. Whether it is all to the good or 
otherwise is not something beyond 
debate. 

The latest public holy figure to be 
subjected to such treatment is the 
venerable Mother Teresa around whom 
a publicity industry had developed for 
quite a decade and her waxed image 
sold to a believing world in the attractive 
and lucid prose of . Malcolm 
Muggeridge. 

A new book ironically called The 
Missionary Position (nothing to do with 
intimate matters) published by Harper 
Collins, tears the holy veil of the Mother 
and reveals an unpleasant and cruel 
face. 

In 1994, the editor of The Lancet, 
Dr. Robin Fox paid a visit to Calcutta 
to report on Mother Teresa's medical 
centre. Initially sympathetic to her work, 
he was soon shocked to see the primitive 
conditions strengthened by a dogmatic 
obs tinacy. "Mothe r Teresa prefers 
providence to plaru1ing; her rules are 
designed to prevent any drift towards 
materialism ... Finally, how competent 
are the sisters at managing pain? ... I 
was disturbed to learn that the 
formulary includes no s tron g 
analgesics ... " Tn spite of nea rly half a 
century of well publicised work and 
enormous money pouring in, yet the 
centre is grim and cold as chari ty. In 
the Home for the Dying, the scen e 
reminds one of Belsen and the s tretcher 
beds and shaved heads were in keeping 
with the treatment - no pain killers 
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except aspirin and Brufen in lucky 
instances. No drips and needles used 
continually with just a rinse in cold 
running water- it appears they had no 
time for the luxury of sterilising these. 
Patients who can be cured are never 
taken to a nearby hospital where a 
routine test and normally administered 
medicines would put them right. 

People who have been working 
for years and are prepared to testify 
to their experiences point out that the 
speciality of Mother Teresa's homes 
whether they be in Calcutta, Los Angeles 
or New York is not only Holy Poverty 
but unholy avoidable physical suffering. 
In a San Franscisco Home which looks 
after homeless people afflicted with 
HIV, there is no permission given to 
them to either watch TV, smoke or 
drink or even have friends nearby even 
when they are near heaven's gates. 
Watching Olympics is to fall under the 
trap of Satan. 

Again in San Franscisco, where 
the women inmates were gifted "a three 
s torey convent with many large rooms 
... they lost no time in disposing of the 
unwanted furni shing. They removed 
the benches from the chapel and pulled 
up all the carpentry ... They pushed 
thick mattresses out of the windows 
and removed all the sofas, chairs and 
curtains ... " Several of the inmates in 
the extreme cold and damp contracted 
TB. 

In another home for the sick poor 
in New York, provision was made for 
an elevator at the cost of the city. But 

the Holy Mother would not hear of an 
elevator and the project was abandoned 
-for the government bye-laws required 
the installing of an elevator. 

All these are reprehensible if true. 
Even more is the attempt made by the 
Mother and her followers in baptizing 
the near dying. They are asked whether 
they wanted "a ticket to Heaven". On 
a yes, the sister would apply a wet 
towel to the forehead in the pretense 
of cooling the temperature of the 
aspirant to heaven and muttering the 
necessary religious words would 
baptise him or her. 

The ugliness and the evil of it all 
was revealed by the Mother herself 
during an interview. She described a 
person who was in the last agoniesof 
cancer and suffering unbearable pam. 
With a smile, Mother Teresa told the 
camera what she told the termina l 
patient: "You are suffering like Chris t 
on the Cross. So Jesus must be kissing 
you" . Unconscious of th e account to 
which this irony might be charged, she 
~hen told of the sufferer's reply: "TI1en 
please tell him to stop kissing me". 

When she h erse lf was suffering 
from heart trouble, she took refuge in 
some of the most expensive medica l 
centres in Europe in preference to the 
kiss of Christ. 

RS 
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The Movement for Tibetan Freedom 
Tibetans commemorate lOth March every year, wherever they are, to remind 

themselves and the w orld that those Tibetans who have died for the cause of 
the freedom of the Tibetan people h ad not died in vain, that their death is a 

just and worthy sacrifice for the birth of a free and independent Tibet. 

On 10th March 1959, TibetansroseagainstthemightofChina 
and decla red their desire for freedom and independence for the 
whole of Tibet. This movement was initiated by the common 
Tibetan people. China was able to quickly suppress the uprising, 
but not the spirit of the Tibetan people for freedom from tyranny 
and injustice. 

No International Support 
China invaded Tibet in 1949/50. Whatever resistance the tiny 

Tibetan army put up against the battle-hardened People's Lib­
eration Army, flushed with victory over the nationalist Chinese 
and over the Americans in the Korean peninsula, the Tibetan 
Army was no match for China's fighting machine. Tibet appealed 
for international assistance, but no help was forthcoming . Forced 
to face China alone, Tibet was compelled to sign the infamous 
17-point treaty, in which she was coerced by China to sign away 
her sovereignty in 1951 . For a period of nine years, Buddhist Tibet 
and communist China co-exis ted uneasily . 

Armed Resistance 

Tibe tan blood, insp ired by the Khamba resistance movement to 
confront China head on, the smouldering resen tment of the Ti­
betan peop le burst into one last ditch effort to strike for Tibetan 
freedom, On 12th March, the women of Tibet took to the streets 
of Lhasa . 

[t took the People's Liberation Army a litt le over three days 
to wipeou t the uprising in Lhasa, but not the resistance movement 
which mushroomed all over Tibet. /11 n/1, accordi11g to Clt i11a's ow11 
estimate, about 87,000 Tibetans were killed in celllral Tibet alone, in 
their campaign to re-assert the People's Liberation Army's occupation 
of Tibet . 

Government-in-Exile 
The 10th March uprising resulted in the flight of the Da lai 

Lama, the members of his government and about 80,000 Tibetans 
into India, Nepal and Bhutan. In India, the 0<1lai Lama re-estab­
lished the Tibe tan government, a government not recognised by 

But increasing 
Chinese repression in 
north-eastern and east­
ern Tibet forced Tibet­
ans in that region to 
flee to the countryside 
and take up armed re­
sistance, which soon 
engulfed the whole of 
Tibet. The cycle of re­
pression and resistance 
in Amdo and Kham 
forced thousands ofTi­
be tans to flee to the 
comparative safety of 
central Tibet and to 
Lhasa . The resentment 
over China 's arrogant 
treatment of the Ti­
be tangovernmentand 
people was further fu-

Monks running tor cover, Lhasa, March 1989. 
Pictures Courtesy: Freedom in Exile. 

Escape into exile. 

any nation in the world 
but regarded as the le­
gitimategovernment of 
Tibet by both Tibetans 
111 and outside Tibet. 
From its base in 
IJ haramshala, a north 
Indian town on the foot­
hills of the Himalayas, 
the Tibetan government, 
under the leadership of 
the Dalai Lama, has de­
veloped, an effective, 
non-violent resistance 
movement to China 's 
continuing occupation 
of Tibet, a struggle 
which now encom­
passes a world-wide 
movemen t for the free­
dom of the Tibe tan 
people. 

e lled by tales brought by refugees from eastern Tibet of destruction 
of monasteries and the killing of Tibetan Ia mas and monks. Soon 
the smouldering Tibetan discontent burst into open defiance of 
China, as tens of thousands of ordinary Tibetans spilled into the 
streets of Lhasa on lOth March, 1959, demanding Tibetan inde­
pendence. 

The 10th March Uprising 
The lOth March, 1959 uprising was a spontaneous movement 

of the Tibetan people aimed at ridding Tibet of Chinese tyranny 
and occupation. Angered by the diplomacy of the Tibetan gov­
ern ment to appease China in order to avoid further shedding of 
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The Spi rit for f reedom 
It took China only three days to suppress the 1959 uprising, 

but China has not been able to suppress the spirit of that uprising 
which continues to burn ever more brightly in the hearts of every 
Tibetan in the world. Since 1959 more than 1.2 million Tibetans 
h<;~ve died as a result of the Chinese occupation of Tibet. 

Tibetans commemorate lOth March every year, wherever 
they are, to remind themse lves and the world that th ose Ti­
be tans who have died for the cause o f freedom of th e Tibet<1n 
people have· not died in vain, that their death is a just and 
worthy sacrifice for the birth of a free and independent Tibe t. 
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The Communications Revolution 
Changing the Way We Live 

When I was in my early teens, I 
recollect the wonderment with which 
I used to watch someone typing away 
on a manual typewriter, fingers flying 
and the eyes not on the keyboard, but 
on the sheet of paper which he was 
copying. I vowed that one day I would 
emulate that feat. I was told that speed 
wa~ possible because of the 'touch 
system' . Typing and shorthand 
institutes proliferated, much as we have 
computer institutes today. A few years 
later, came electric typewriters which 
made typing so much more easy- subject 
of course, to the vagaries of electric 
power supply. This was 
soon followed by 
electronic typewriters with 
memory and not too long 
thereafter, by computers. 

Take radios. I remem­
ber the names that made 
waves then. HMV radios, 
for instance, or National 
Ecko or GEC. Radiograms 
were the rage then -radios 
w ith gramaphones. And 
the.y came in elegant 

one waited for Wednesdays (or was it 
Fridays) when 'Binaca Geet Mala' was 
on the air, courtesy Radio Ceylon and 
listen to the top tunes. 

From Valves to Transistors 
Valve radios gave way to transis­

tors and that's when the revolution in 
communications started gathering 
momentum. Big was no longer better. 
Small was beautiful. And the little 
transistor radio with the little battery 
cells, opened up wider horizons for the 
villager who could now keep himself 
informed of news from the outside 

S. V. Raju 

communications were concerned, was 
the express telegram followed by 
express delivery of letters, services 
offered by the post office for a small 
additional charge. The telegrams were 
sent generally by Morse code and later 
by teleprinter. These teleprinters of 
ungainly size initially (the ones made 
in India were truly monstrous in 
appearance) became more and more 
sophisticated until they disappeared 
with the appearance of the fax (short 
term for facsimile) machine. 

Telephones 

' wooden cabinets - the sta­
tus symbols that occupied 
the pride of place in the 
drawing rooms of the well­
heeled in the 'forties and 
the 'fifties. The bigger the 
better. But they were 
simple gadgets which were 
not sold with manuals ini­
tiating the buyer into the 
secrets of the equipment's 

/ J 
L(~=· ) 
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Telephones may have 
been the fastest then, but 
because of poor manually 
operated exchanges with 
poorer cables, one had to 
literally shout into the re­
ceiver to be heard at the 
other end. It was hones tly 
believed that the louder one 
shouted the surer one was 
that the message was being 
received. One need not so 
exercise one's vocal chords 
any more thanks to sophis­
ticated digital telephone ex­
changes and more versa­
tile cables including state­
of-the art cables called optic 
fibres capable of carrying a 
wide varie ty of comm unica­
tions. 

opera tion. Those weie also the times 
when All India Radio's 9 pm news had 
a generally large listening public and 
much appreciated, particularly if the 
broadcaster was Melville DeMello¥\( 
or ~urajit Sen- even if the news invari­
ably started, as it does even today with 
the words, 'The Prime Minister Mr. 
Nehru or Mrs. Gandhi . .' d epending on 
who was the Prime Minister then. And 

January-March 1996 

.-.··· ' ,j .••• 

I' • •• 

/ ... ~· 
: '""" 71 ..... ~ I .. ..:... __ .] 

world, (illiteracy no longer being a 
handicap) or enjoy good music while 
reclining on a charpoy with the sur­
roundings lit by nothing more than a 
hurricane lantern - as his village had 
not ye t been elec trified. 

While telephones were then the 
fastest mode of voice communication, 
the fastest,insofar as writ ten 

Cordless telephones 
released the receiver from 
having to be near a fixed 
connection but w ithin a lim-

ited radius. Mobile phones also called 
cellular phones have elimina ted even 
this restriction and pagers enable us 
to be in constant touch wherever we 
may be. It is not a rare sight any more 
to see people in m otor cars driving 
with a phone on the one hand and the 
s teering wheel on the other on Mumbai'"' 
'roads. That thi s is yet another traffi c 

Freedom F1rst 5 



hazard wh ich the much h arassed 
pedes tr ian has to contend, with is 
ano ther matter. 

A signboard that is a familiar sight 
in cities, towns and even some villages 
is the one with black or red letters on 
a yellow background which reads: 
"STD/ ISD/PCO/FAX". Little nonde­
script shops or, in some cases, make­
shift shelters contain some very so­
phisticated telephone equipment which 
not only enable you to speak to persons 
thousands of kilometers away in a 
matter of seconds but also equipment 
that record and determine the cost of 
the call. 

Another signboard that is a com­
mon sight throughout the country is 
thi s one again in black letters on a 
ye ll ow b ackground announcing: 
"ZFROX" OR "XEROX" to indicate that 
the shop or kiosk in question does 
photocopying. The term "XEROX" or 
"ZEROX" is derived from the name of 
the US company which invented the 
copy machine. Since then, photocopy­
ing has become synonymous with 
xeroxing - just as some years ago, 
vanaspathi (or vegetable oil) was syn­
onymous with 'DALDA' a products of 
Tata Oil Mills Limited. Something 
similar happened to describe copy 
machines with a pioneering brand name 
becoming a generic one. · 

Courtesy : Newsweek. 
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·The Communications Revolution 

Of Chips & Satellites 
There was a time when fores ts of 

1V antennae dotted the terraces of build­
ings; later these were replaced by a 
single antenna which connected all TV 
sets in a building. Today the antenna 
has been replaced by the Dish. These 
saucer-like equipment on the terraces 
of buildings facing a variety of direc­
tions are the windows to the world. 
These saucers are receiving signals from 
various satellites beaming programmes 
on different channels. 

How satellites are able to do this 
is the subject of the next article .by Mr. 
T. H. Chowdary. 

These technological marvels are 
possible thanks to the chip. Chips are 
made from silicon. Silicon is found in 
sand. Chips are semi-conductors that 
is conductors that can be regulated to 
suit specific needs. 

The Chip also known as the micro­
processor is what has made the mod­
ern co~puters what they are. Comput­
ers in turn helped put satellites in orbit 
and satellites enabled communications 
across the world and gave birth to the 
many channels on televisions and to 
international networking with comput­
ers in the remotest parts able to carry 
on dialogues and share information. 
The number of 'nets' specialising in 

specific areas is already very high 
and growing. In fact 'network­
ing' is already a common word 
and who hasn't heard of 
'Internet' . But not many · really 
know what 'internet' means. 

Internet* 
Whatis 'Internet'? "Describ­

ing the Internet is like describing 
a city: You can talk about the 
landscape, the streets, the stores, 
the government, the people, the 
weather or a combination of all 
of them .. . The Internet ... is not a 
program, it's not a piece of 

hardware, it's notsoftware.it's not even 
a sys tem. Ins tead it is a place where 
you can get information, make infor­
mation available(for free or for sale), 
and where you can meet people. 

"Essentially, the Internet is a 
network of computers that offer access 
to people and information. Over 10 
million people use the Internet, and 
that number is expected to increase to 
over 100 million wi thin a few years. 

"When you speak of" the Internet", 
then you can think of it as a combina­
tion of the network, the people who 
use it, all of the programs used to get 
information, and the information it­
self. People from all over the world can 
access the Interne t, and more than 10 
milliondoso daily. Most of these people 
only use one feature of the Internet -
mail what many call E.Mail or Elec­
tronic Mail"'.* 

The communications revolution 
is changing the way we live.lt is a truly 
universal revolution embracing every­
one and everything. Therefore begin­
ning with this issue we shall feature 
a regular column which we shall call 
"The Communications Revolution" . 
Our objective is not only to inform but 
to de-mystify the language that the 
revolution has spawned and is spawn­
ing. 

Readers will soon realise as they 
read this and successive columns in 
subsequent issues how ridiculous will 
become concepts like national sover­
eignty and how si lly will be the con­
tinuation of passports for travel across 
national boundaries. We the ci tizens of 
the world are truly moving towards 
one world whether our politicians like 
it or not. 

•(Extracted frv m the publication lntemrt "' by 
Paul E.Hoffmarl, pri11ted in i11dia by BPB Publica­
tion s, B-14, Cotwnught Piner, New OL'i/1i 17()001 
unrlernrrnngement with Sybex Computer Books Inc., 
USA.) 
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The Communications Revolution 

Communications Satellites 
Revolutionary Developments and Trivialising Uses 

T. H. Chowdary 

Communication Satellites with continuing developments in theit life, capability, 
availability and affordability are contributing to the evolution of a global vil-

lage of homo-sapiens on this planet. Some governments, India included, in 
their false view of what is right and wrong, are not able to fully utilise their 

potential for the immense good of their citizens. 

Little did Alfred Nobel think that 
his invention of the explosive TNT 
would be used to maim and kill people. 
He believed it would be used to blast 
rocks. When Alva Edision invented 
electricity generation and the light bulb, 
he confidently said "we will make 
electricity so cheap that only the rich 
can afford to burn candles". Today, 
candles are burnt in the eerie dining 
rooms of five-star hotels and electric­
ity generation threatens to blight for­
ests, degrade environment and the bad 
generation burns motors and appli­
ances. At the launch of the service in 
1963 of the communications satellite, 
TELSTAR the great historian Arnold 
Toynbee expressed the profound wish, 

"To get to know each other on 
a worldwide scale is the human 
race's most urgent need today. 
And once this mutual familiar­
ity is established, there is some 
hope that we may all become 
aware of the common humanity 
underlying the differences in our 
local manners and customs." 

But to-day the very communica­
tions satellites are stirring nightmares 
of cultural disaster by broadcasting TV 
into drawing and bed-rooms, convert­
ing the latter into 24 hou r cinema 
theatres . Scientific discoveries and 
inventions, technological and engineer­
ing marvels, the products of the most 
intelligent and spi ritual ma sters are 
being turned into baneful and blight­
ing instruments aga inst society instead 
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of beneficial tools for the welfare and 
ennoblement of human beings by the 
invisible forces of the market and in 
unapprehensible public "preference" 
or demand. We shall discuss the com­
munications satellites evolution from 
profoundity into profaneness. 

The Science of Satellites 
Way back in 1945 Arthur Clarke 

(who is settled in Sri Lanka) had, in 
an article in the magazine, "Wireless 
World" proposed the launching of radio 
equipments into space, putting it in 
the equatorial orbit, at a heightof36,500 
kms. and keeping it moving around 
the earth in a circular path at a speed 
of about 11,000 kms. an hour. Such an 
objec t would take 24 hours to make 
one revolution round the earth, which 
also takes 24 hours to spin round it­
self. It would therefore appear station­
ary, with respect to objects on earth. 
Moreover, its vision, radio-wise, would 
cover one-third the surface area of 
earth. It would be like a mass-less, 
invisible 36,500 kms. high tower, sup­
porting radio receiving, transmitting 
and radiation gear. Such objec ts have 
come to be known as communications 
sa tellites; satellites because they go 
round the earth. The radio equipment 
in the satellites gets powered by solar 
energy. Light weight, high power 
density batteries supply energy dur­
ing the short period of solar eclipse. 
The sa tellite is bombarded into "solar 
wind" and so changes its location or 
aspect, both of which affect the radio 

signal strengths on the ground . To be 
proof against this disturbance, the 
satellites carry thrusters which use 
liquid hyrazine as fuel. The location 
and aspect are measured from ground 
stations (tracking and telemetry) which, 
on detection of deviations, give radio 
commands to the thrusters to fire in 
particular direction and the jets issu­
ing restore the satellite to the specified 
orbital location and aspect. When the 
fuel is expended, the sa tellite's life is 
over and another is to be lofted to 
replace it. 

Developments in the Last 30 years : 

* The increasing power of rockets and 
re-usable earth returning rockets 
carrying space shuttles have been 
able to increase the payload in the 
satellites, meaning more transpon­
ders and less cost per satellite. 
Besides the USA, Russia and France, 
China, Japan and Israel have 
emerged as competing launchers, 
and competition is bringing the 
launch costs down. 

* More packing density for electron­
ics means, room for more fuel and 
so the satellite life has increa sed 
from 5 years to 12 and beyond . 

* More power in the sa tellite means 
smaller earth stations and less costly 
equipments. 

* The radiation elements (antennae) 
in the satellite can concentrate 
power into targe t a reas i.e. 
directivity increases signal strength 
and coverage areas can be ground-
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determined. 
,. As a result, the earth station size 

could come down from 32m to 1.8m 
(and to 60 em in higher frequency 
bands of 11 and 14 GHZ (KU 
BAND). 

• Different polarisations (cir-

The Communications Revolution 

and medium earth orbits). They 
provide telephone and data chan­
nels from brief-case size user in­
struments from anywhere on the 
globe. These will compete with 
earth-based telephone systems. 

* No areas, whether desert or main­
land; marsh or tendral, sea or for­
est, island or ship-at-sea or air-craft 
in the sky is inaccessible. 

* Prices are falling; size is reducing; 
weight is becoming less. 

* Service can be created 
cular, elliptical, vertical and 
horizontal) have increased 
the number of channels 
from a given carrier. 

3 Satellites, each covering 1/3rd of the Earth's surface 
in hours, not weeks or 
months. 

• Radio carriers in higher 
bands, 11/14 GHZ are 
doubling and tripling the 
number of channels per 
satellite. 

,. One satellite which was 
able to give 240 telephone 
circuits in 1965, is now able 
to g ive 120,000 circuits. 

* In place of one TV chan­
ne l, digital compression is 
giving 4 TV Channels. 

•• •• 
* Reliability of 99.98%. 
* Telecommunications 
from intercontinental to 
domestic. 
* Broadcasting to cable­
head ends and direct to 
home. 
* Spying and surveil­
lance for operations like 
military, anti-smuggling, 
anti-drug; anti-poaching 
etc. 

* The satellite telephone cir­
cuit costs have come down 
to one-thirtieth of what 
they were in 1965. 

* Several countries are hav­
ing their own satellites for 
domestic use. USA has 32, 
India has 3, others are 
Indonesia, China, Thailand, 

1 36,500 Km. in circular orbit above the equatorial plane. 
1 Rotating at 11,000 km./hr. round the earth. 

* Remote sensing for 
earth resources - miner­
als, oils, ground water, 
forests, oases, deserts, 
soil, snow, fires, schools 
of fish, etc. 
* Meteorology; cy-

1 Each would appear to be stationery in space- massless, 
invisible towers. 

clones; storms; floods. 
* GeographicalPosition­
ing System (GPS)· for 
trucks, rail-cars, tankers. 

Russia, UK, Korea, France, Ger­
,nany, Spain, Brazil, Australia, UK, 
Canada; there are regional group­
ings like APASAT, EUTELSAT and 
BOLIVAR. 

* The geo-stationary orbit is getting 
crowded; there could be about 240 
satellites at any time. some posi­
tions like those over the Pacific 
Ocean are useless as there are few 
people in the area. 

* Internati onal law is evolving for the 
allocation of "parking" space for 
satellites in space. 

* Leaving the crowded G.E.O. (Geo 
stationary Earth Orbit) several com­
panies are going to launch hundreds 
of satelli tes in the next 2 to 5 years 
into L.E.O. ;:md M.E.O. (low earth 
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* Now satellites are being used not 
only for linking terrestrial TV and 
radio braodcasting stations for 
program distribution to Cable TV 
head-ends but also for direct broad­
cast to home receivers. Earlier, only 
audio programs could be radio­
broadcast. Now, TV programs also 
can be broadcast just like the radio 
broadcasts of I3I3C, VOA, Radio 
Australia or AIR. 

Variety of Uses : 
Several are the uses to which 

communication satellites are being put 
to. The main drivers for use are: 
* Cost of communication is insensi­

tive to distance. It is the same 
whether over 100. kms or 10,000 
kms. 

* Location and rescue; SARSAT and 
COSPAS Surveillance and Rescue 
Satellite Systems. 

* Tele-schooling, medicine and health 
care (ANIK Satellites of Canada for 
the Eskimos). 

* News-gathering, remote printing 
and publishing. 

* Nation-wide, within-the-company, 
interactive video-conferencing 
through roof top earth stations. 

India's Opportunities and Risks 
Just as we cannot stop foreign 

countries from broadcasting radio 
programs, whatever be their content, 
to India, we are not able to stop TV 
broadcasts into India into our homes. 
Our worry is that unlike radio, TV is 
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. very powerful, engaging our ears and 
eyes and capturing our minds, the 
content becomes very important. 
Unfortunately, most programming is 
"film" and cheap entertainment, pan­
dering to the lowliest of tastes. Shoot­
ing, violence, murder, arson, vandal­
ism, sex, fun, frolic, cheap language 
and vulgar gestures and indecent 

1965 1992 

No. of 240 120,000 
Circuits (x 50) 

Life 1.5 Yrs . 15 Yrs. 

I3and 
Width 50 MHz 3,300 MHz 

words and songs are the stuff of our 
cinemas. 

We decry the invasion of foreign 
programming to be culturally subver­
sive of Indian tradition, tastes and 
values. And to counter it, we are only 
substituting Indian bodies and colours 
and local languages. Our drawing, 
living and bedrooms have become 24 
hour cinema houses, showing pictures 
24 hours a day. No more do only 
parents and elders go to pictures oc­
casionally and unaccompanied by 
children to cinema houses. The child 
sees pictures right from birth. The 
disgusting content of TV on the scores 
of channels is the same. India has 
already acquired 47 TV channels broad­
casting 750 hours of programs per 
week. Half are foreign produced 
programmes. And an overwhelming 
majori ty of these are for entertainment. 
Do we need so much entertainment 
and be satisfied with little information 
and education? This is where, due to 
the cupidity of commercial man, the 
beneficient inventions of the great 
degenerate to be instruments of 
trivialisation of men and corruption 
of his mind. The harmful effects of the 
24 hour cinema on the young and the 
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old alike are frightful. 

* Children come to be conditioned to 
believe that the filmy scenes about 
violence, terror, sex, fun, frolic, 
cheating, murder, arson, smuggling, 
hatred, etc. are the natural state of 
society. 

* Reading and thinking and convers­
ing and play give way to idleness 
and insatiable urge to see more of 
the filmy stuff. 

* Ability to concentrate and socialise 
diminishes. 

* Guests and friends are unwelcome 
and socialising even within the 
family reduces. 

Assuming that interference such 
as banning is not desirable, it appears 
that viewing can be restricted by 

* making most entertainment 
programmes on the basis of pay 
per view. This is technically pos­
sible; 

* telecasting entertainment pro­
grammes only during certain times, 
just like cinemas. This depends on 
voluntary restraint; 

* ensuring that State TV avoids filmy 
stuff. The tax payer's money should 
be spent for dissemination of 
information, education and culture. 
State TV should have half a dozen 
channels, each for a different subject 
generally geography and 
environment; history and culture; 
science and engineering; economics 
and development; civics and 
political iss ues; the outside world 
etc.; 

* examining advertising on TV. In­
dian advertisers spent Rs.1,150 
crores on TV in the period October 
1994 to September 1995. These 
advertisements are inducing con­
sumerism and are leading to the 
destruction of saving habits among 
Indians. Consumerism would lead 
to indebtedness and craving for 
goods and services in excess of our 
nePd~ . 

It would then be possible to train 
and prevail upon children to see 
wholesome programs on the home­
screen. 

The Government of India's restric­
tion on Indian Satellite TV broadcast­
ers from uplinking to satellites on 
Indian soil is totally senseless. They 
are taking their programs on video 
cassettes or on telecom channels to 
foreign (Srilanka, Nepal, Russia, 
Hongkong) earth stations and are 
up linking from there. They are able to 
buy transponders or space segment 
from foreign-owned satellites (includ­
ing the co-operative INTELSAT) and 
beam the programs on Indian national 
territory. These are leading to avoid­
able foreign exchange losses and extra 
expenses. Government ought to allow 
uplinking from Indian earth stations 
and end self-inflicted expenses and 
foreign exchange outflow. 

The INSAT part of ISRO's busi­
ness must be corporated and eventu- ... 
ally privatised. We are losing oppor­
tunities to be an international provider 
of satellite transponders for foreign 
users while Thailand, Hongkong, 
China, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, (and 
very soon, Malaysia) etc. are buying 
satellites in the world markets, getting 
them launched by launcher companies 
and selling the space segments. I 
understand that two former heads of 
ISRO have pleaded for the 
corporatisation of the INSAT business 
but for undisclosed reasons, the pro­
posal is not accepted. Government's 
policies are ostrich-like: 

* Indian programs are uplinked but 
not from Indian soil. 

* Space segment is available from 
foreign sources but not from Indian 
resources. 

* For long, we did not allow com­
mercial advertisements on radio and 
TV, but they were all along avail­
able from Radio Sri Lanka and such 
forE>i!.m sources to Indian listeners 
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and viewers. 
• The present ban on uplinking and 

denying space-segment from Indian 
soil and INSAT, respectively are 
senseless and must be ended. 

Similarly, information collected by 
Indian Remote Sensing is invaluable 
and could be solq to Indian and foreign 
users. Besides, as the Supreme Court 
has already ruled, radio frequency 
spectrum should be de-monopolised, 
freed from Government's sole use and 
sold to people's enterprises for proper 

use in a transparent manner. 

Conclusion 
To conclude, communication Sat­

ellites with continuing developments 
in their life, capability, availability and 
affordability are contributing to the 
evolution of a global village of homo­
sapiens on this planet. Some Govern­
ments, India included, in their false 
view of what is right and wrong, are 
not able to fully utilise their potential 
for the immense good of their citizens. 
Some commercial exploiters are put-

Doordarshan : Responding to Competition 

ting them to culturally degrading use 
and senseless government actions and 
inactions are leading to self-inflicted 
wounds. There is need to sensitize 
government and public policy makers 
and sanitise the commercial exploiters 
of human tendency to be entertained 
without being ennobled . 

MR. T. H. CHOWDARY is the Executive Direc­
tor of the Centre for Telecom Management and 
Studies, Hyderabad. He was Chairman and 
Managing Director of the Videsh Sanchar Nigam 
Ltd. 

Amita Malik 

Does anybody remember what Doordarshan used to be like before the 

Does anybody remember what 
Doordarshan used to be like before the 
so called satellite invasion? 

Well, I remember the earliest days, 
when its very amateurishness made it 
natural and friendly. At first it was 
educational TV for secondary schools, 
mainly of interest to educationists and 
people like me watched it mainly in 
the classrooms to see if they made any 
difference to the children. But when 
Indira Gandhi became Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting after her 
father's death, we had our first taste 
of entertainment TV, three hours in the 
evening. I stood near the wall of what 
used to be The Films Division audi­
torium on Janpath, in some dilapidated 
American barracks, and watched this 
modest launch with the exuberant and 
curious crowds of Delhi. Pratima Puri, 
the epitome of the gracious, civilized 
Indian woman, started reading her lines 
and then blushed becomingly in "black 
and white". "Sorry, I have forgotten 
what I had to say, I'll look it up" she 
said , with endearing naturalness, a 
quality which, down the years, has 
more or less vanished from Indian TV. 
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so called satellite invasion? 

Because Indian TV started with an 
unique identity which it is just losing. 

Early Enthusiasm 
· But, and this is a very important 

BUT, there was a bunch of enthusiastic 
youngsters at the beginning in 
Doordarshan. They had very little, and 
at times, dated, equipment, but some 
of them were wisely sent to countries 
like Germany and the U.K. for short 
courses, and with this basic training, 
they worked wonders with the aid of 
improvisation and initiative. Many of 
them, together with their top officials, 
had come from radio, but they had a 
professional background which helped 
when they crossed over to TV. During 
those years, producers like Shiv Sharma, 
Sashi Kapur (both were lost later to the 
exigencies of administration which left 
little time for creative work or guid­
ance to the next generation) produced 
talks and discussions which were quite 
worth watching, particularly in the field 
of culture and the arts, cinema and the 
media. Producers like Sai Paranjype 
and Shukla Daswoninternational prizes 
and moved out to the bigger and less 
cramped world of ad vP rtising and 

feature films. Where they rapidly made 
a mark. 

Government Mouthpieces 
The next great test was the 

Emergency. Overnight, an already 
government-run department with all 
its bureaucratic hang-ups, became 
uncomfortably reminiscent of the 
Eastern European media, dominated 
by the stringent constraints of the USSR 
style of broadcasting. Indira Gandhi, 
asked at a Station Directors' Conference 
about credibility, snorted: "Credibility? 
What is credibility? AIR and 
Doordarshan are government 
departments and will remain 
government departments." And that 
was that. Mr. Sangama, immediately 
on taking over, has made a statement 
that AIR and DD are mouthpieces of 
the government. 

SITE 
Ironically enough, it was during 

the Emergency that one of the most 
exciting experiments in satellite broad­
casting and in Indian TV took place. 
I was in a village near Jaipur to watch 
the launch of SITE and the Rajasthani 
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women had turned out in their most 
beautiful ghagras and tinkling jewellery 
for the occasion. But my illusions about 
rustic innocence were rudely shattered 
when, after Indira Gandhi's speech, a 
woman turned to me and asked: "And 
now shall we see Rajesh Khanna?" 

DD - Cinema's Handmaiden 
I am afraid I did not find this 

funny. Nor did I find it funny that 
when I went to another small village 
to watch SITE with the villagers, !found 
that the village teacher, in whose school 
the community set was located, had 
firmly locked the schoolroom. He said 
that the sarpanch had told him to lock 
it as the children would fiddle with the 
TV set. I am recounting these two 
expP.riences to illustrate why DO, in 
spite of its formidable terrestrial reach, 
has not yet found the right answer to 
the satellite challenge. First, India being 
the only country in the world where 
the cinema, instead of retreating before 
TV, made it its willing slave, had 
reached a stage even in 1975 where 
even a rustic woman looked on 
Doordarshan as an inlet for commer­
cial cinema. Secondly, the fact of the 
sarpanch locking up the TV set shows 
what little follow-up government has 
done with such vital experiments and 
how bureaucracy, at every level, al­
ways seems to know best, and assumes 
a Big Brother role which has been the 
bane of Indian TV. Doordarshan's 
obsession with the commercial cinema 
has not only ruined the taste of the 
viewer, but stifled the development of 
television theatre in its own right. The 
great age of soaps and the Ramayan 
and Mahabharat has, alas, not helped 
in the development of the sort of plays 
dealing with contemporary life which 
Pakistan and Bangladesh TV have 
developed and, indeed, captured the 
imagina tion of the Indian viewer, 
starved of good TV plays and telefilms 
from its own stations. 

I have given this long and perhaps, 
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a familiar set of facts and comments 
because it leads up to my main point: 
That the development of foreign satellite 
TV has made Indian TV sit up, since 
it had not so far faced any competition 
or challenge in the way that radio did. 
Smug in its monopoly, DO sat back on 
its haunches to begin with, and then 
offered some characteristic, but not 
necessarily correct, answers of its own. 
In that context the satellite challenge 
has been all to the good. 

The foreign stations are. either of 
the sober kind, like the BBC, which 
woke up Indian viewers to what con­
stitutes news in a democratic set-up 
and how professionally it should be 
done. The coverage of the Gulf War, 
which CNN reported like a live cricket 
match and brought the war right into 
the living rooms of Indians, was an­
other shattering eye opener. This was 
the greatest serious challenge, in the 
field of news. Doordarshan did not 
panic, cradled in its righteous belief 
that, as the voice of the government, 
its duty was done once it reported 
what the Prime Minister had said, every 
trivial speech of the current Minister 
of Information and Broadcasting, and 
shown some foreign dignitary shaking 
hands with the President. 

Doordarshan' s most recent shock­
ing lapses, where it failed to report in 
time or adequately the tragic deaths 
resulting from the collapse of a sta­
dium in Nagpur and gave cursory 
coverage to the bomb blasts in 
Connaught Place, right in the heart of 
the capital, have proved that it has not 
moved much beyond the day when 
Indira Gandhi was assassinated and 
the Indian media did not report her 
death until 6.00 p .m. although I heard 
it on the BBC less than two hours after 
her death, in its 11.30 bulletin. Lack of 
genuine news, badly drafted and badly 
read bulletins made DD no match for 
the highly professional satellite news 
bulletins available. Their increasing 

attention to Indian news, whether we 
agree with the way it is covered or not, 
is a challenge DD yet has to meet. But 
that can only come if the norms for 
freedom of information which the 
Supreme Court has laid down are ever 
implemented. 

Doordarshan's new p olicy of 
handing over news bulletins to expe­
rienced people like Prannoy Roy, 
Ramesh Sharma, S. P. Singh and other 
independent outsiders is partially vi­
tiated by the way their news is subject 
to unimaginative and over-cautious nit­
picking by Information Officers drafted 
from the Press Information Bureau who 
are hardly of a calibre to sit in judge­
ment on these highly responsible and 
established purveyors of news. 

Doordarshan's Panicked 
I said DD has not yet panicked 

about news. But where it has really 
panicked is in the world of entertain­
ment. Not only has it picked up the 
worst type of film-based programme 
in which the Hindi satellite channel, 
Zee TV specialises, but in recent weeks 
it has stopped so low as to plagiaries 
some of Zee TV's most popular shows, 
such as Commander (as Marshall) and 
some of its film-songs-ba sed pro­
grammes, using the same anchors. Then, 
after some early mumblings about how 
Indian culture itself, which has with­
stood centuries of cultural and mili­
tary invasion was being debased, and 
spouting venom on pop programmes 
like MTV, Doordarshan itself now 
telecasts a san itized version of MTV 
for three hours a day. As fo r its own 
film-based programmes, just watching 
the trailer of Superhit Muqabla, one of 
DO's most popular programmes shows 
that there is enough obscenity in the 
songs and dances of the Indian com­
mercial cinema to take on MTV for 
years. Doordarshan's answer to Zee 
and V Channels has been an open policy 
of: If you can' t lick them, join them. 
And it has not exac tl y se nt 
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Doordarshan's prestige or credibility 
soaring, although it might have done 
that to its revenues. It is a cowardly 
answer to the satellite invasion and a 
hypocritical way of preserving our 
culture, which will be preserved with­
out DO's aid, on its own resilience and 
strength. 

Poor Quality 
The continuing sad fate and the 

poor planning of quality television in 
India as an answer to the satellite 
invasion, has been amply demonstrated 
by the way its "intellectual" Channel 
3 was aborted by an overnight fiat from 
the PMO's Office which resulted in its 
cancellation the day it was to start with 
gli ttering advance publicity. So much 
for Indian democracy which, accord­
ing to the PMO's thinking, would have 
suffered havoc by telecasting the news 
live by the self-same Prannoy Roy and 
others who have been commandeered 
to restore DO's flagging image in the 
fi eld of news reporting and newscasting. 

Channel 3 itself, hindered by lack 
of funds, lack of high quality produc­
ers, lack of experienced anchors and 
a constant fear of being scrapped, is 
limping along bravely. Because it is an 
act of faith by and for a handful of 
idealists, myself included, which knows 
that there are standards of excellence 
in this country just waiting to be tapped. 
But while political interference, nepo­
tism, that bugbear of bureaucracy, and, 
its main weakness, seniority and not 
merit rule the roost, Doordarshan's 
future still looks very bleak. 

Satellite Invasion 
As far as coping with the fast­

increasing satellite invasion is con­
cerned, Doordarshan's future lies in 
consolidating its considerable resources 
by not joining the commercial rat race 
but evolving a new type of programme 
which attracts viewers by being differ­
ent, by being exciting and offering full 
scope to creative talent and a style 
which is an amalgam of the best ideas 

Children and The New 
Information Environment 

Over the last five years television 
in India has been transformed. It has 
moved from the single-channeled, 
largely indigenously fed, state-con­
trolled network that it was, to now 
offering double-digit options which give 
the Indian viewer unprecedented ac­
cess to a deluge of domestic and foreign 
p rogramming. 

Television is being relied upon more 
and more heavily as the primary source 
of entertainment and information by 
millions of families in India. The result: 
Indians with easy access to TV are 
wa tching the small screen much more 
than ever before and a whole new 
genera tion of TV children is coming into 
ex istence. For them, television is as 
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influential as a parent or a school, and 
in cases where children do not have 
access to the basics of life such as decent 
food, clothing, shelter and education, it 
is an even more important influence. 

Study on Impact of TV 
A recent study of the impact of TV 

and TV advertising on children in Delhi 
(shortly to appear in book form) calls 
for initiating a debate on the future of 
TV and the role that India wishes to see 
the medium play in influencing values, 
attitudes and aspirations. The study 
presents a broad spectrum of response 
from children of differing socio-eco­
nomic backgrounds to TV and the 
advertising that it carries. It also pro­
vides an in-depth analysis of TV adver-

from abroad, integrated into the In­
dian context in a manner which puts 
our technical resources and country­
wide talent to the best possible use, 
while keeping in mind the fact that 
quality does not mean only Channel 
3 and the educated, urban elite, but 
that vast sea of humanity in our rural 
areas and city slums for whom tele­
vision, used the right way, can be one 
of the best means of salvation. 

Let DO's requiem not be that its 
often-proclaimed aim: Education, 
Information and Entertainment is not 
reversed for ever, as it is now. And 
let it not bury, its motto Truth Shall 
Prevail, which is floated at the same 
time as Ravi Shankar's theme music 
based on one of our most sung national 
songs: Sare fall en Se Achlza, 1-/industan 
Hamara. 

MS. AMITA MALIK is the well known media 
columnist. 

Namita Unnikrishnan 

tising, policy, and advertising codes 
keeping in mind that children form a 
large and very vulnerable section of the 
TV audience and are more likely there­
fore to be influenced by its teachings. 
Television teaches. While the ubiqui­
tous character of the learning derived 
by children and even adult audiences 
from television through informative, 
commercial and also entertainment 
programmes may be somewhat diffi­
cult to quantify in short term research, 
there is little doubt now that television 
provides a world view, sets a socia l and 
economic agenda and thereby impacts 
on the way people understand their own 
and other people's realities. 

Although advertisers and media 
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people commonly refer to the generic 
"Indian child", our research indicates 
that this labelling is inappropriate. Field­
work conducted with over children in 
the country's capital city reveals that the 
radically different environments and 
realities of children from affluent, middle 
income ·and poor homes affects the way 
in which theynegotiateTV information. 

TV Commercials 
The study focused mainly on the 

TV corrunercial, what children learn from 
TV adver tisements, and how this 
learning affects their vis ion of 
themselves, of their world and alters 
their value patterns. It also paid in-depth 
attention to the changing television 
env ironment in the country and 
particularly Delhi and discusses new 
TV habits and the resultant changes 
visible in social and familial interaction. 

Television, is, for instance, encour­
aging separation within the family. In 
1993, we found already over 35 per cent 
of our respondents owned more than 
one TV set. Just under ten per cent said 
their families had three TV sets. We also 
came across children whose families had 
between 4 and 9 TV sets. Of a group 
of 34 sixth s tandard children in one up­
market school, 21 told us that they had 
personal TV sets in their own bedrooms. 
The norm that was being established 
was for different genera tions of family 
members to have separate TVs so that 
programming of their choice could be 
enjoyed withou t a tussle. Family rou­
tines were consequently being redefined. 
We were witnessing the creation of what 
might be described as the 'silent family ' 
in w hich individual interaction with a 
TV set was replacing sharing and con­
versation between family members. 

What Attracts Children 
The study examined the kind of 

programming that a ttrac ts children, for 
this provides a clue to the na ture and 
quantum of advertising, they are ex­
posed to since Doordarshan exhibits 
what we have referred to as 'chaos, clutter 
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and clusters' in its advertising patterns. 
This leads, on the one hand, to a jumble 
of unconnected advertisements appear­
ing together and, on the other, to as 
many as 36 ads being aired during a 
one-hour programming slot (linked to 
a very popular programme such as 
Chitrahaar) while other programmes 
carry barely any ads. Our findings show 
that children tend to watch a lot of adult 
programming given the dearth of ad­
equate and quality programming for 
children. 

The study presents an analysis of 
TV advertisements being shown by 
Doordarshan and children's respon ses 
to advertising. Is television contributing 
to the rise of consumerism? The book 
discusses the role tha t TV and TV 
advertising are playing in preparing the 
market for new consumption patterns 
and how children, as future consumers, 
are being oriented towards rapidly 
changing life-styles, values and aspira­
tions. 

Survey 
Ninety-five per cent of our respon­

dents belonged to TV owning families. 
We fow1d as we delved more deeply, 
visiting several children at their homes, 
that the TV set has come to acquire an 
unprecedented priority that puts own­
ership of a TV over education, safe water, 
decent food and other basics of life. 
Migrant labourers a t a construction site 
in Delhi told us that though, in these 
days of infla tion, their daily wages were 
scarcely enough for one decent meal, 
they all contributed towards hiring a TV 
and a VCR on their weekly holiday. So 
whereas they could n ot affo rd a TV se t 
of their own, it had become the norm 
to watch up to 10 hours of TV and films 
over the small screen on a som ewhat 
regular basis. 

At the o ther end of the spec trum 
some children from very affluen t fami­
lies had the option of taking a dip in 
their private swimming pools rather than 
si tting cooped up with a TV se t. O thers 

from the same economic background 
spent time taking music, martial arts 
and dance lessons or seriously follow­
ing a hobby or sport and many of course 
had TV sets in their own bedrooms and 
could use them as they wished. Our 
survey showed that children from upper 
class backgrounds watched TV the least 
whereas children from middle class 
homes watched the most. 

Allowing TV to 'happen' 
As our economy seeks integration 

with the world m arket, the nation had 
thrown its d oors open to new media 
technologies. Major transnational TV 
networks have come to occupy the 
equatorial orbit whereby India is now 
in the footprints of their sa tel lites while 
o thers are vying for a slice of the huge 
market represented by us. The changes 
that this has initiated are bound to have 
a complex impact on the Indian TV 
viewer for w hom TV was by and large 
a very dull, lifeless and conservative 
medium till a few years ago (barring the 
all-time favourite- the Hindi film which 
Doordarshan has always used as a bait 
for its viewers). Unlike o ther countries 
in which the Europeanna tions are among 
the most active, India has allowed TV 
to 'happen' . Exercised over the threat 
to local culture, identity and values, some 
nations have watched the forward march 
of transnational television wi th dismay 
and promulgated legisla tion to restrain 
the quantum of foreign broadcasting in 
their countries. France for example lim­
its foreign broadcas ting to 30°/., of total 
broadcast time and encourages local 
initiative and talen t on French TV. 

Less Affluen t Attracted 
One of the significant findings of 

our research was tha t the changes on 
television have implied a sudden 'dis­
placement' of less affluent viewers who 
no longer identify w ith the imagery, the 
people, the scenarios, the langua ge, 
dress, and life-s tyles of characters on 
television . 

Several parents living in crowded 
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and unkempt slums in Delhi told us that 
they do not know and unders tand the 
In d ia they see on TV. Hopelessly frus­
tra ted they admitted that they now 
encourage their children to watch TV 
hoping that it will prepare them for the 
world that they have to grow into. 

Indeed the tex t of most TV adver­
ti sem ents completely excludes such 
people and chooses instead to portray 
affl uen t to comfortable and well­
equ ipped homes inhabited by the 
modern (westernized) Indian who is 
more likely to step over cultural and 
other barriers to become a consumer of 
the fi rs t-world kind. Eventually, of 
course, as advertisers extend their reach 
and begin to targe t the rural millions, 
adver tising may well undergo changes 
and begi n to use symbols that are more 
cultura lly acceptable. But for the present 
the sense of alienation and insecurity 
felt by those who are being left out is 
palpable. At the same time children from 
such backgrounds appear to be jump­
ing stages of deve lopment, skirting 
around their lack of schooling to acquire 
visual literacy skills which their parents 
never developed. 

Advertisers' Major Focus 
Children are a major focus of 

advertisers and in April-May 1992 an 
estimated 35% of all TV ads were using 
children to attract consumer interest and 
an almost equally large number targeted 
the child viewer directly. Advertisers in 
India have made no bones about their 
strategy of 'catching 'em young' aimed 
at instilling brand loyalty in the minds 
of the very young children. But the even 
more significant service they are doing 
for their clients is preparing children to 
become good consumers in a society 
riddled not jus t with economic prob-

CHEAPER THAN CANDLES 

We will produce electricity so cheap 
that only the rich can afford to burn 
candles. 

-Thomas Alva Edison. 
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!ems but also with social and cultural 
patterns that defy the entry of modern 
gadgets such as washing machines. Not 
surprisingly a number of advertisements 
incorporate elements of fantasy, magic 
and hyperbole to grab the attention of 
children. 

Children are believers and go by 
what the adult world tells them. For 
most of them TV is a magical window 
to the world and they take much of it 
a t face value. Most children are far from 
immune to the influences of television. 
Whereas some Indian children have so 
much of everything that they can afford 
to turn their noses up even at the one 
and only doll advertised on TV (Barbie) 
for other children she has become the 
symbol of a dream world which bears 
no resemblance whatsoever to the life 
they know, and they yearn desperately 
to own her. Such children unable to 
satisfy their m aterialistic urges are 
becoming keen consumers and watch 
out for the latest soap, detergent and 
cosmetic hoping to try something new 
from the wide range of consumer 
products flooding the market, in lieu of 
the cycles, toys or games that their parents 
cannot afford. Others are already 
receiving Maruti cars at 15, three years 
ahead of the minimum age for obtaining 
a drivers licence. 

Many parents are finding it diffi­
cult to balance their tendency to use the 
TV as an effective baby sitter with their 
inability to satisfy the growing demands 
of their children. 

According to our findings, almost 
75 per cent of the children in the 8-15 
age group said that they wanted to own 
products advertised on TV. Asked to 
name their top ten favourite ads their 
lists did not include a single toy, game, 
sweet orfood product and instead named 
detergents and even airline advertise­
ments. 

Recommendations 
The recommendations that flow out 

of thi s s tud y call firs t of all for an ac tive, 
critical evaluation of TV and advertis­
ing from the viewpoint of our children 
and the social and economic cons traints 
that many of them have to live with. 
Unfortunately TV is viewed as a given 
-sacrosanct and unchangeable, by many 
viewers. They feel it' s a ' take it or leave 
it' option and hardly anyone is willing 
to choose the Ia tter for a variety of reason~ 

among which is the growing fear tha t 
you' ll get left behind and miss ou t on 
something that o thers a re imbibing. 

Our recommendations also ca II for 
a stringent appraisal of TV adverti sing 
within the con tex t o f the code on ad ver­
tising which has a special section de­
s igned to pro tec t the child viewer. We 
draw attention to several ads which could 
be detrimental to children eitherbecause 
they encourage them to act in an unsafe 
manner or because they propound 
questionable values. Some ads also 
misrepresent information and children 
end up severely disappointed when 
products do not conform to their TV 
images. 

The conscious evaluation of TV and 
the information and ideas it puts across 
is essential both at home and in school 
along with a more formal analysis and 
debate involving experts and govern­
ment officials who can influence policy. 
Detailed suggestions have been offered 
to help children make better use of their 
TV time and to create alternatives to TV, 
of which currently there are very few. 
Ultimately we are concerned with the 
need to develop and search for a more 
realistic and recognisable character for 
Indian TV so that it does not become 
a clone of international broadcasting · 
presenting a world from which the 
average Indian viewer stands apart. 

MS. NAMITA UNNIKRISHNAN is co-author 
of the publication "The Impact of TV Advertis­
ing on Children". She is a Consultant on Media 
and Education, Governm ent of India. 
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Minoo Masani 90 

A Son's Tribute 
Zareer Masani 

The most important and lasting lesson I learned from my father is this. It does 
not matter at all if you are in a minority of one. What does matter is that you 

stand up and be counted, whatever the cost. 

The great advantage of living to 
be ninety is that one can see even the 
most long-term prophecies fulfilled in 
one's lifetime. My father was twelve 
when the Bolshevik Revolution swept 
Russia. Like many young Indians, he 
welcomed it as a challenge to Western 
imperialism. Later, in the 1930s, he wa 
one of the first to reject Stalin's autoc­
racy. Later still, throughout the Cold 
War, he argued, aga inst all odds, that 
Communism was the truly reactionary 
force in the world, and that it was 
doomed to failure because it wa fun­
damentally contracdictory to human 
nature. But I doubt if he every really 
believed that he would live to see its 
downfall. 

My own upbringing as the prod­
uct of a Parsi-Hindu marriage was 
entirely secular and agnos tic. But there 
was a religion in which I was baptised 
early in life, and that was anti-commu­
nism . As a child, I soon became aware 
that my father judged all people and 
events according to their place in his 
crusade agains t Communism . "He (or 
she) is a bloody Commie", was the 
worst thing he could say about anyone; 
and conversely, being pro-American or 
pro-free enterprise was the greatest 
praise you could earn. 

At a time when socialism and pro­
Russian sentiments were all the fa shion 
in post-independence India, m y father 
barred himself from public office by 
fighting the Indian cold war almost 
single-handed. At fi rs t I accepted his 
anti-communism without ques tion. I 
remember sh ocking my friends by 
writing an article in a Bombay college 
magazine in praise of the extreme anti­
communism of Senator Barry Gold-
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wa te r, the American presidential 
candida te. Later a t Oxford I rebelled 
aga inst my childhood faith and was 
won over to the campaign against the 
Vietnam War. For the next two decades, 
I remained a socialis t, cri tical of the 
Soviet Union, but sympathetic to most 
left-wing causes. 

During that time, m y father and 
I had many hea ted arguments. But 
however much we argued, I doubt if 
he ever really heard my arguments. 
His favourite put-down was "If you're 
not a socialis t a t 20, you have no heart. 
But if you're still a socialis t at 40, you 
have no head. " That was his strength: 
his utterly unshakeable conviction that 
he was right. It was also, arguably, his 
weakness. Had he lis tened a bit more 
and met some of his opponents half­
way, he might have made more allies 
against the Red Peril and hastened the 
fall of its apologists in India. 

Today, as a Congress government 
implements the liberal policies for which 
Minoo Masani and the Swatantra Party 
fough t in the 1960s, he must fee l both 
satisfaction and disappointment about 
being thirty years before his time. It 
is also sad that the new liberalisers of 

today lack the administrative energy 
and organisational ability which my 
father could have brought to the job 
had he been even ten years younger. 

In one respect, he remains a cen­
tury ahead of even the present reform­
ers. And that is his interna tionalism, 
his total rejection of national chau vin­
ism, his championship of minorit1es. 
and his belief in true fed erali sm, in­
cluding the right to secession - under 
his influence, I remember, in the dark­
est days of the 1965 war with Pakistan, 
being the only non-Muslim in my 
Bombay college who spoke out vigor­
ously for the right of Kashmi r to se lf­
determination. Of course, my chauvin­
istic colleagues shouted me d own and 
called me a "traitor"; but that only 
egged me on. 

The most important and lasting 
lesson I learned from my father is this. 
It does not matter at all if you are in 
a minority of one. What does matter 
is that you s tand up and be counted, 
whatever the cost. And that is the 
ultimate guarantee of freedom, whether 
for an individual or a nation. 
MR. ZAREER MASANI is a current affai rs 
producer with the BBC in London. 

"A Rare Felicitation" 
Minoa Masani is a name which is unlikely 

to strike a bell in most people today, but a 
quarter of a century ago, it was certainly a 
name to reckon with. A member of the Con­
gress Socialist Party in the 1930s, he severed 
his links with it in 1939 though it took time 
for him to change his adherence from the 
socialist creed to liberalism. He semi-retired 
from politics after the electoral disaster of 
1971 , only to join hands with the Janata Party's 
anti- Indira crusade. In 1952, he founded 
Freedom First, a journal of liberal ideas. More 

recently, in 1981 , Masani made waves with 
the movement for the right to die with dignity, 
and then as the chairman of the Minorities 
Commission. To honour Masani on his 90th 
birthday, Freedom First has published ex­
tracts from Masani's writings, trac1ng the evo­
lution of his political and economic thinking . 
The most fascinating is his prescient essay 
on the mixed economy, orginally published in 
1947. A rare felicitation. 

Business Today, January 6, 1996. 

Freedom First 15 



Walk Alone 
Khushwant Singh 

The most moving song of Gurudev 
Tagore is 'Ekla Chalo' (Walk Alone): Have 
the courage to make your own decisions 
and if no one agrees with you, tread the 
lonely path. If you are in the right, people 
will, sooner or later, discover the truth and 
join you. 

The Urdu poet Majrooh Sultanpuri 
said the same in a memorable couplet: 
'Main akela !zeeclzalaa tha fanib-i-Manzil magar 
Loge Saath aatey gaye aur kaarvaan banta 
gayaa.' (I trod the lonely path towards my 
goal But people kept joining me and it 
turned into a caravan.) 

I know no better example of a man 
who had the courage to think for himself 
and no matter wha t others thought of hi m, 
took the solitary road in full faith that 
others would rea lise they were going in the 
wrong direction and join him, than Minoo 
Masani who turned 90 three months ago. 

I had the priv ilege of knowing the 
Masani family. 

I briefly met his fa ther Sir Rustom a 
yea r before he d ied; I served under his 
sister Mehra for two years when she was 
head of foreign broadcasts of All Ind ia 
Radio. 

I continue to be fri endly w ith his ex­
wife Shakuntala (nee Srivastava) and their 
son Zaree r now settled in England; and his 
present Sikh w ife Sheela. 

l saw a lot more of Minoa when he 
lived in Delhi and the years I lived in 
Mumbai, than I do now. 

But I keep in touch with his activit ies 
through his magazine, Freedom First. 

Why do I admire Minoa Masani? 

I don't know another politician who 
is as clear-headed on his analysis of world 
events and Indian politics, and at the same 
time ca n forsee the shape of things to come, 
as he is. 

He is a liv ing example of his own 
belief. " If you are not a socialist at 20, you 
have no hear t, but if you are still a socia list 
at 40, you have no head . 

MR. KH USHWANT SINGH in Mid-Day, Feb­
ruary 3, 1996. 
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A TRIBUTE TO 
THE FOUNDER OF FREEDOM FIRST 

On November 20,1995, Mr. Minoo Masa ni, member of the Cons tituent Assembly, 
a Parliamentarian par excellence and a doyen of the Liberal Movement in India, 1 

completed 90 years of age. 

To mark the occasion, Freedom First , founded by him, has published a special numbe( 
entitled Minoa Masani - 90 as its tribute to his contribution to India's public life. 

The special number contains major writings by him in the last 50 years, beginning 
with extracts from Our India, the book that was a runaway success; his rejection 
of socialism as back as the late 1940s; highlights from some of his speeches in the 
Lok Sabha in the 1960s; articles of a seminal nature written by him tackling basic 
issues facing the country and ending with extracts fron his last book We Jndiall s 
which, in a way, is a sequal to Our India. 

Printed on parchment paper, it is a collector's item. 

A very limited number of copies have been 
printed of this 100 page volume. 

Price: Rs.lSO/-per copy. 

Send us your cheque* /Demand Draft or Money 
Order in favour of Freedom First to: 

Freedom 
Firs• 
Army & Navy Building, 3rd floor, 
148, Mahatma Gandhi Road 
BOMBAY 400001 

* If your cheque is drawn on a bank outside 
Bombay, please add Rs.lO/- as bank charges. 

Please write your name and address clearly. 

Offer valid until stock lasts. 
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Delusions of Progress 
]. B. D 'Souza 

What of our law-makers' jaunts to foreign lands to study how well our embassies use 
Hindi? Air India's income rises thereby, but as tax payers we pay the bill. All such 
spending contributes to GDP. In what way does it add to the nation's prosperity? 

Between the early fifties and the 
early nineties India's p er capita Na­
tional Income doubled from a low Rs. 
1127 to a low Rs.2240 (in1980 prices). 
Just in the last 20 years South Korea 
raised its per capita GOP more than 
Jour times. Our doubling in 40 years 
was the glorious achievement of the 
policies our governments imposed on 
us when we shook off the British yoke. 
Could this mean that most of us are 
twice as well off as we (or our parents) 
were when we won freed om? 

The GNI/GDP. Concept 
In recent times socia·l scientists 

have been less and less comfortable 
wi th the wide acceptance of gross 
national income (GNI) or gross domes tic 
product (GOP) as an infallible index 
of a nation's condition and the 
consequent concentration on income 
grow th as a polity goal. The GNI/GDP 
concep t is largely indifferent to the 
people's health, to their literacy level, 
to dispa rity in income distribution. It 
is essentially littlerri.ore than "a measure 
of market activity of money changing 
hands. It makes no distinCtion whatso­
ever between the desirable and the 
undesirable, or costs and gain .. On top 
of that, it looks only at the portion of 
reality th a t economis ts ch oose to 
acknowledge - in the part invo lved 
in monetary transac tions. Th e crucia l 
economic functions performed in the 
household and the volunteer sectors 
go entirely unreckoned." So wrote a 
group of public policy analysts a t a San 
Francisco think tank in a percep tive 
report last year. 

Human Development 
In a 1993 UN ranking of 173 

countries on a 'human developmen t' 
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scale there were only 39 that fared worst 
than we did.A 1970 list of 108 countries 
showed 28 of them below us. Apart 
from n a tional income, the human 
development concept involves life 
expectancy and educational attainment, 
specially the literacy level - useful in­
dicators of the quality oflife in a society. 
The UN began to measure human d e­
ve lopment som e s ix yea rs ago, 
recognising at las t the importance of 
development of the people, for the 
people, by the people. It defined hu­
m an development as ' inves ting in 
human capabilities, whether in educa­
tion or health or skills, so that they can 
work productively and creatively ... 
ensuring that economic growth is dis­
tributed widely and fai rly .... giving 
everyone a chance to participate." 

Such good thoughts notwithstand­
ing, the human deve lopment index 
(HOI) takes very little account of dis­
parity in income dis tribution or of 
people's participation, although it d oes 
improve on GNI/GOP as a measure 
of the people's welfare and quality of 
living. 

The failings of GNI/GOP, and, of 
course, of the HOI too, prompted the 
San Francisco analysts to device a genu­
ine progress indica tor (GPI) as a closer 
approx ima ti o n to a nation 's true con ­

dition. Dealing chiefly with America 
they write -

The GOP would tell us tha t 
life has go tten progressively 
better since the early 1950s 
- that young adults a re enter­
ing a be tter economic world 
than their parents d id .A GOP 
per American has more than 
doubled over that time. The 

GPI shows a very different 
picture: An upward curve 
from the ea rl y 50s till about 
1970, but a gradual decl in e of 
ro ugh ly 45% since then. This 
strongly suggests that the cost 
of increased economic activ­
ity - a tleast the kind we are 
locked into now - have begun 
to outweigh the benefits r -
suiting in g row th that is 
actually uneconomic. Speci fi­
ca lly, the GPI reveals that 
much of what we now call 
growtl1 or GOP is really one 
of three things in disguise: 
fixing blunders and social 
decay from the past, borrow­
ing resources from the future, 
or shifting functions from the 
traditional realm of house­
hold and community to the 
rea lm of the mon e tized 
econ om y. 

Basic Deficiencies 
The GOP's defi ciencies are basic. 

They s tem from the restriction of eco­
nomics to concepts that can be prop­
erly measured . Which means that if 
some thing is hard to count, then it 
doesn't count. That rules the economic 
contribution of househ old s and com­
munities, where hom es are n111 , where 
children and older people are cared 
for. In contrast, the ea rnings of pimps 
and prostitutes contribute to the cur­
rent GOP count. The GPI a ttempts to 
evaluate in money terms and include 
the vita l work that housewives do, and 
the household ecnn ,.., rny in general. 

GOP figuret. i1:,li0re di s pari ties as 
well. So does the HOI as we'saw earlier. 
Brazil's index of human dEl\'.elopment 
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would fall 14% if it were adjusted to 
reflect extreme disparities in income. 
So would India's. Which, of cotirse, we 
should have expected, given that even 
in relatiyely prosperous Maharashtra 
nearly half the population struggles 
below the poverty line. 

Another attack by the San Fran­
cisco researchers (and a consequent 
adjushnent) is on defensive expendi­
_ture. 'Close to 50% of Americans con­
sider themselves overweight: When one 
considers the$ 32 billion diet industry, 
the GDP becomes truly bizarre.lt counts 
the food that people wish they didn't 
eat, and then the billions they spend 
to lose the additional pounds that 
result .· 

Money spent on repairs after car 
accidents falls into a similar category. 
It is a curious contribution tothenation's 
progress. 

Largest Distortion 
An even more perverse inclusion 

in GDP, the largest distortion perhaps, 
is the income people earn from de­
stroying the environment and using up 
resources that cannot be renewed. Today 
the factories in Chembur (the fertiliser 
factory and the refineries) that gener­
ously emit harmful effluents contrib­
ute doubly to GDP- once in the pro­
duction process and again when the 
government spends crores to clean up 
the mess. The GDP calculations also 

"/"II have you know I paid a lot of money to get 
on the ethics committee.· 

Courtesy: National Review. 
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grabs the extra medical bills that result 
from RCF and refinery generosity. Quite 
as freakish is the component in GDP 
that arise from the depletion of our 
natural resources. The widespread 
destruction of our fores ts by the timber 
industrymusthavehelpedirnpressively 
to double India's 1950 per capita GDP 
to today' level. The forest contractors' 
profits saw to that. The new concept 
makes deductions for damage to hu­
man health and water and air pollution 
and for resource depletion. 

The GDP's shrillest distortions 
probably are in the handling of crime. 
It counts as progress the money people 
spend deterring crime and repairing 
the damage it causes. GPI subtracts 
these costs, as also hospital bills and 
property losses arising from crime and 
the security devices people buy to 
prevent it. 

In India the vast sums we waste 
protecting relatively worthless lives of 
Very Important Persons and Not so 
Important persons, the enormous and 
fast-growing expenditure on compound 
fencing and round-the-lock police 
guards - all this too must drop out 
of our reckoning of GDP to make it a 
realistic measure of progress. 

And what of the largely wasteful 
travel of industrialists and their lack­
eys, as well as of innumerable govern­
ment officials to and from Delhi to turn 
the wheels of the licence-permit -sys­
tem or what is left of it? What of our 
law-makers' jaunts to foreign lands to 
study how well our embassies use 
Hindi? Air India's income rises ther:eby, 
but as tax payers we pay the bill. All 
such spending contributes to GDP. In 
what way does it add to the hation's 
prosperity? · 

Finally, if Indian economists 
switched from reliance on GNI/GDP 
to a truer index of our condition, how 
much would survive of the image of 
progress our governments have pro­
jected? 

MR. J. B. D'SOUZA is a retired civil servant. 
Held such positions as the Municipal Commis­
sioner and Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Maharashtra. 
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Populism - The Bane of the Indian Economy 
Ranga Kota 

Who cares for the country's economic future if his own political survival is at 
stake. Competitive populism may be the bane of our economy, but it seems to 

The discomfort about the Enron 
power project that grips Mr. Manohar 
Joshi, the Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra*, is a logical consequence 
of competitive populism. Com'petitive 
populism is the 'state-of-the-art' 
political gimmick of any party that 
hopes to acquire political power. Mr. 
Joshi should have known, even before 
he plarmed his foreign tour to market 
Maharashtra in the United States, that 
foreign investors were keenly watching 
the fate of the Enron project- the final 
decision would at least in the short run, 
affect the flow of investments into this 
country . If Mr. Joshi chooses to 
disregard the previous government's 
commitments, foreign investors can 
hardly be blamed if they decide not to 
take Mr. Joshi's marketing attempts 
seriously. This explains Mr. Joshi's 
verbal gymnastics to say 'yes' and 'no' 
at the same time. He is talking to two 
publics at the same time- to the Indian 
he is saying that he will abide by the 
election promise of the Shiv Sena-BJP 
combine to cancel the Enron contract; 
and to the US public saying 'don't 
worry, be happy, we will work things 
out in such a way that the Enron deal 
is saved'. In the process, he has only 
succeeded in confusing everyone. 

A Difficult Tiger to Ride 
Mr. Joshi is not alone in realising 

that competitive populism is a difficult 
tiger to ride. Mr. Rama Rao, the Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, is an even 
a greater champion of this new political 
weapon. Thanks to his reckless promise 
to give rice at Rupees two per kg. on 
the one hand, and to impose total 
prohibition in the State, on the other, 
he has deprived his state of investable 
resources to the tune of Rs.2,000 crores. 

'This was written in July 1995. 
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be a b oon for our politicians. 

In the very first year of his rule, he is 
feeling the after-effects of competitive 
populism, but will not admit the folly 
of his policy for fear of losing face. 

The roots of competitive populism 
can be traced to Mrs. Indira Gandhi's 
flurry of measures, including the 
nationalisation of banks following the 
first split in the Indian National 
Congress which she engineering in the 
late sixties in her bid to outwit the old 
guard or the syndicate as it was then 
known. Despite this, the whole of the 
seventies had not seen much of political 
one-upmanship in the dangerous game 
of competitive populism. Political 
parties were few and had relatively 
well defined economic agendas which 
gave littl e room for the kind of 
adventurism we see today. 

The seeds of competitive populism 
were firmly planted in the 'eighties 
with the launching of the highly popular 
mid-day meals scheme by film star 
turned chief minister of Tamil Nadu, 
M. G. Ramachandran, soon followed 
by the launching by yet another film 
star turned chief minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, Mr. N. T. Rama Rao, of the 
Rs. two per kg. rice scheme. Both these 
gentlemen of the silver screen and 
leaders of two powerful regional parties 
concocted a heady brew of parochialism 
and economic populism of a kind never 
advocated before. 

The economic costs of this variety 
of competitive populism turned out to 
be enormous, and over the years got 
institutionalised in the form of subsidies, 
wr ite offs, and plain give-aways 
inflicting a very heavy burden on the 
exchequer. 

Fertiliser Subsidy 
This year, the government will be 

spending close to Rs .6,000 crores on 
fertiliser subsidy alone. It could be 
argued that initially there were some 
sound ratioMl reasons for the fe rtiliser 
subsidy. The success of India's green 
revolution whrch began in the 'seventies 
was critically dependen t on the 
adoption of new technologies, which 
relied heavily on the use of synthe tic 
fertilisers . In those years, all the new 
technologies were viewed with 
suspicion, more so if the in vt-s tments 
were very high . 

Fertilisers were expensive and 
there was need to offer them at a price 
which could motivate large numbers 
of farmers to use them . At the same 
time, the government wanted to 
promote the manufacture of fertilisers 
in the cooperative and priva te sec tors. 
Considering that the manufac turing 
costs were higher than the price at 
which the fertilisers could be so ld (the 
price was fixed by the go\'ernment), 
manufacturers were as ured a 
guaranteed post-tax return of 12% at 
a capacity utilisati on o f 0%. The 
fertiliser projects that were cleared in 
the Rajiv Gandhi regime had bloated 
capi tal costs, since they were assured 
of committed .re turns. We had the 
strange case of Nagarjuna Fertili sers 
whose manufacturing costs were three 
times that of GSFC or SPfC. 
Unfortunately, but p erh aps not 
surprisingly, th~ very people who are 
questioning the inflated costs of the 
Enron project and the provision for 
assured returns, never raised this very 
same issue in respect of any of the 
private sector fertiliser projec ts whose 
economics were equally suspect. The 
fertiliser s ub s id y was so firmly 
embedded in th e psych e of ou r 
politicians that they were oblivious of 
the economic costs that the fertiliser 
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substdy mflictson theeconomy, in terms 
of bal looni ng fiscal deficits and 
consequ~nt inflation. 

O ur minister in charge of fertilisers 
notonl y assures the farming community 
thc1 l Lhl: fer ti liser subsid y would no t be 
withdrawn, bu t goes on to promise to 
re\' i\·e three junk public sec tor fertili se r 
projects whose obituary was written 
almost two years ago. The fertiliser 
subsidy continues, despite evidence that 
it never benefited the marginal and dry 
land farmers who outnumber in large 
measure, the big and medium wet land 
farmers wh o do n ot need the subsidy 
anyway. 

Power Subsidy 
Equa ll y dist ressing are the 

ridiculously low power tariffs in the 
rural sec tor. Several state governments 
do not charge any tariff up to 5 hp in 
rural areas and even for higher levels 
of energy consump tion, the tariffs are 
so low that they do not even cover the 
cos t of generation and distribution of 
power. As long as the consumption of 
power in the rural areas was a small 
portion of the total power consumed, 
it did not matter; but with the increasing 
use of power in the rural sector, the 
power s ub sid y to th e farmin g 
commun ity is virtually dri ving the State 
Electricity Boards (SEBs) to bankruptcy. 
Every politica l par ty for the sake of 
political power is willing to grant electric 
power to the farming ·community at 
vir tuall y no cos t. SEBs have no money 
for investments and the World Bank 
insists on a minimum of 3% return on 
investments. This, no SEB can commit, 
given the present tariff structure. The 
power scenario is indeed very gloomy . 

The fa c t that the generation 
capacity added in the last four years 
has been very small has led experts to 
predict a nea r collapse in the power 
situation by the turn of this century. 
A major res truc turing of SEBs ca ll s for 
ra tionali sing tariffs to the farming 
comm unity, which no political party 
is prepa red to address. 

Loans Waiver 
Th e third area of compe titive 

populism concerns loans to farmers. 
Mr. Dt· vi La !, the champion of the 
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farming community had se t th e 
disastrous trend of waiving of loan s 
to farmers upto a specified limit. This 
virtually ensured the bankruptcy of 
rural lending institutions . This 
dangerous trend is still to be arrested 
and every political party seeks to outdo 
the other. The recent s tandoff between 
the Karnataka government and 
NABARD on the waiver of interest on 
defaulted loans, only underscores the 
power of populism. Mr. Balram Jakhar, 
the ruling party's champion of farmers, 
wants to accord industry status to 
agriculture without taxing them. The 
well-to-do farming community is so 
used to free lunches that they would 
keep demanding a better and better 
menu, the cos ts of which will compel 
the cutting d own of inves tments in the 
farm sector so crucial for the long term 
viability of Indian agriculture. 

It is a measure of populism that 
makes agriculture (which accounts for 
almost 30% of GOP) contribute so little 
to the revenues of state governments. 
Competitive populism will ensure that 
things only get worse from the economic 
point of view. 

Having heard so many good things 
about competitive markets and the 
competitive economy, our politicians 
cannot be blamed if they equate 
competitive populism with the other 
two! Perhaps such is the measure of 
the understanding of a large number 
of politicians who are going to guide 
the des tiny of this nation. Who cares 
for the country's economic future if his 
own political survival is at stake. 
Competitive populism may be the bane 
of our economy, but it seems to be a 
boon for our politiCians. 

MR. RANGA KOTA is a company executive 
and a commentator on business and the economy. 

The fr uit /adell tree always 
bends low. The truly grea t are 
always humble. 

Sri Ramakrishna. 

THE FUTURE OF PREVAILING 
RELIGIONS 

Vinobi'l Rhi'l ve, i'l grei'l t foll ower 
of Mahatma Gandhi , was not an 
a theis t, nor was he n arrow-mind ed 
and selfish like the "Hindutvaites" 
who make use of their religion to 
exploit the masses and rouse ha tred 
against other religious communi­
ties especially agains t Muslims and 
Christians. 

He was also a philosopher and 
a leading scholar of the Bhagvad 
Gita. In his commentary on the Cita 
(Gee/a Pravaclwn), while comment­
ing on the stanza " :Jaa lf. :Jll'IC'II 

wf <RwW6Gfi <ml ?.<t-fi'If~r arm ;,-~ 
rnwf a~11 "he clearly states tl~;t 
in this stanza, the term 'Dharma' is 
not used in the popular sense of 
Hindu religion, Muslim religion or 
the Christian religion but it has been 
used in the broad sense. Everyone 
has one's own religion i.e. one's 
natural disposition and that one 
should not abandon one's natural 
disposition and imitate the dispo­
sition of others which is dangerous. 
Here rw:rd'/ means disposition other 
than one's own. But most people 
interpret religion as Hindu, Mus­
lim, Christian, etc. in duly adoring 
their own religion and hating other 
religions. Consequently they crea te 
havoc in society which often results 
in enormous loss of life and dis tri­
bution of property. 

Hence the prevailing religions 
are not a 'must' for mankind and 
persons with liberal ideas all over 
the world are not followers of any 
prevailing religion but remain a 
progressive minority. Though they 
are a minority at present, wi th the 
spread of knowledge and with the 
lapse of time, their number is bound 
to increase s lowly and s teadily in 
the future. 

G. Y. Dharap. 
Maharashtra. 
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Methinks the Males Doth Protest Overmuch 
Kusum Chc.ppra 

What is a Uniform Civil Code? Does it imply: Equal rights for all the citizens 
of the country? Hindu rights for all men; or judging by most of the noise being 
made, Muslim marriage rights for all men and the freeing of Hindu men from 

the onerous -yoke of. the Hindu Marriage Act which banned polygamy? 

In a covering note forwarding the article, Ms. 
Choppra writes: 

You may recall. sending mea frantic letter 
from a reader objecting to my calling Gandhi a 
bania. Was it prophetic? Undoubtedly, the 
gentleman • must have suffered from apoplexy 
over thesubsequenlconlroversywlzen Aslrok Row 
Kavi seconded the sentimm Is over tlze TV networks 
and sparked off an uproar, from which even the 
Gandhi offspritzg have later backed off 

It is however unfortunate that tlze reader 
has entirely msised the point of my offering ... 
that a broader perspective needs to be cultivated, 
at the llalional a11d personal/eve/. Was the point 
I hat obsw re? 

What is a Uniform Civil Code? 
Does it imrly:· 
- equal rights for all the citizens of 

the country? 
- Hindu rights for all men 

or judging by most of the noise being 
made 

- Muslim marriage rights for all men 
and the freeing of Hindu men from 
the onerous yoke of the Hindu 
Marriage Act which banned 
polygamy? Not that they have 
turned a monogamous lot since the 
passing of that BilL Statistics reveal 
quite the contrary. According to a 
1975 Report of the Committee on 
the Status of Women in India, 
during 1931-41, 1941-45, 1951-61, 
the percentages of polygamous 
marriages among Hindus stood at 
6.79, 7.15 and 5.06 respectively. 

The corresponding percentages for 
Muslims were 7.29, 7.06 and 4.31 
respectively while the tribals stole the 
march at 9.53, 17.53 and 17.98 per cent. 

The Matrimonial Stakes 
Another survey conducted by the 

'The genl\eman concerned asked that his subscription be 
cancelled. Please see Freedom Firsr, No.422, July-September 
1994. page 31 . 
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census authorities in 1961 revealed that 
the incidence of polygamous marriages 
was found to be highest among the 
tribal communities (15.25%), Buddhists 
7.97%, Jains 6.72%, Hindus 5.8% and 
Muslims5.7%. Clearly,Hindumenhave 
been giving their Muslim brethren a 
run for their money at the matrimonial 
stakes, irrespective of legislation and 
so-called social stigmas. 

Social stigmas are an eye-wash, 
what with second marriages with the 
permission of the first wife, contract 
marriages in the form of Gujarat's 
innovative Maitri-Knrars and the like, 
which offeer "married status" to the 
second wife, albeit without any rights. 
It still remains to be seen whether the 
new infertility techniques will save very 
many marriages doomed by low female 
fertility or by male impotence. 

So what does the Uniform Civil 
Code boil down to? What does it offer 
the women of India ... what existing 
yokes does it claim to free them off, 
what wrongs does it right in divorce, 
marriage, death, inheritance ... ? 

Soon after independence, Hindu 
inheritance laws were codified to give 
weightage to the females in the family; 
despite this codification, dowry 
continues and the daughter's 
inheritance in parental property 
remains as much of a question mark 
as in the Christian community where 
the women are still battling for rights 
accorded to them by even the Courts. 

Would the promulgation of a 
Uniform Civil Code push the 
conservative elements off centre stage 
and allow women their rights or 
otherwise? 

Todate, the focus has rather been 
on the "_p_light" of Muslim divorcees, 
especially~ose victims of the verbal 
talak, ta/ak, talak. In that community, 
the order of male relatives who are to 
support the woman has been laid down. 

Whether they do so or not may 
be another matter altogether. But what 
of our Hindu women, rejected by in­
laws and parents. alike, to be consigned 
to the flames, dead or alive? How many 
Muslim dowry deaths ha ve been 
recorded to date? 

Is the Uniform Civil Code to arrive 
at ~y equitable formula for permissible 
quantums of giving and taking of 
dowry, whether in the form of presents, 
streedhan or plain and simple dowry? 
This has persisted despite the Dowry 
Act, the aftermath of which has been 
fiery deaths of . hundreds of young 
brides. 

Despite the ban on dowry, this 
essentially Hindu cancer has spread its 

· tentacles into the Muslims and Christian 
communities already. 

Under the Uniform Civil Code, 
where will dowry go .. . Which customs 
will be adopted and promulagated as 
the Indian Dowry Code; and what then 
will happen, for instance, to those high­
priced auctions of civil service grooms, 
irrespective of caste or creed? 1 t remains 

· to question whether the Uniform Civil 
Code will offer a healing touch to the 
obviously grey areas surrounding 
divorce in India, ranging from the "No 
Divorce" of the Catholics which would 
perhaps be the closest to the hearts of 
the Manjada Purshottam lobbies; 

• or the provisions of Manu, which 
a ll ow divorce und er ce rtain 
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circu mstances; including 
childlessness 

• or the Christians who only penalise 
fem ale adultery, bu t not the male 
varie ty. 

\YLich 011 ~ of tl1ese will be the All 
India D ivorce passport? 

If Indian men are going to claim 
the right to have a choice of wives in 
the name of unifo rm rights, why 
sh ouldn ' t the Indian female claim 
similar rights, given the quality of 
manhood which has survived these 
days? 

If the Uniform Civil Code is to be 
truly uniform, it should be able to offer 
uniform rights to all the citizens of 
India, irrespective of caste, creed or 
sex. 

That could also mean that under 
the new reformed scenarios, the women, 
like the men of India, will be allowed 
the right to four legal marriages, just 
one short of th.e Mahabharatian fiv€ of 
the legendary Draupadi, who is more 
of a role model for contemporary Indian 

women than the sanctimonious Sita. 

What, argue the younger 
1 

genera tion, did the copio us tea rs ;. 
achieve, except the good books ofMCPs 
down the centuries. 

After all, even Draupadi fo llowed 
her husbands into the obscurity of the 
forests for 14 years ... a favourite number 
of our epic writers apparen tly; but she 
was smart en ough not to fall into 
enemy hands and to need to be rescued 
a t great expense to health, life and 
limb, the pre-historic equivalent of a 
World War at tributed to Draupadi, 
which renders h er none-too-popular 
with the Maryada Purslwttams. 

When the Indian republic was 
founded on the premise of bringing 
under one umbrella all the myriad 
cultures and sub-cultures in the Indian 
peninsula, the slogan was "unity in 
d iversity". 

Why now this assiduous search 
for Legal Strait Jacke ts? 

MS. KUSUM CHOPPRAis a freelance journalist. 

Bigger the Better 

How does Narasimha Rao, the 
"consensus man" tackle contentious is­
sues? The reconstitution of the Delhi 
Pradesh Congress (I) Committee pro­
vides a clue. Till recently, it had as 
office bearers, a president, a treasurer, 
two vice-presidents and five general 
secretaries. Then last fortnight, Rao 
ordered a shake-up and now the DPCC 
has 20 general secretari.es, 17 vice 
presidents, 23 joint secretaries, 34 
executive members and 26 organising 
secretaries. Nearly everybody connected 
with the party setup in Delhi has been 
given a post to minimise the prospect 
of dissidents ganging up. But such 
solutions generate fresh problems. How, 
for example, is such a large committee 
expected to arrive at decisions which 
within a party are expected to be 
unanimous? A senior local leader pro­
vides the answer: "Rao knows large 
committees can never arrive at a 
consensus. Finally, they will leave it to 
him to make the decision". Rao couldn 't 
have asked for more in an election year. 

Courtesy : India Today, February 15, 1996. 

Why did you bother to point out the Great Bear in the sky? 

Why did you worry if I played in the rain too long? 

~--. 
;,~i 
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Why clid you love my poems, my awful poems? 

Why did you take me for long walks? 

Why d1d you tell me not to run after money? . 

· Why did my successes make you proud? 

Why did you teach me to gamble on myself, and not on cards? 

When I become a father, maybe I'll know why. 

And I hope I'll be ~ father like you. 

Papa, pal, the complete man. Raymon~ 
!SINCE 1925 1 

NEXUs Eaurrv 1sso J 
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Society and · Politics in South Asia 
~aneesha Tikekar 

"If democracy is a valued goal in the contemporary Third World, it may be necessary 
to settle for moderate growth rates. ~ore value may need to be placed on the 

political rationality of economic policies that appear irrational from the standpoint 
of economic science." 

Humanism, both classical and 
modern stands for a man-centered 
philosophy. Man is the measure of all 
activities. It focuses on the centrality 
of the individual in all social collec­
tives and believes in the intrinsic value 
of a human being. It therefore rejects 
any philosophy that despairs of man, 
and denies any meaning to human life. 
In Europe this view of man was pow­
erfu lly reinforced by the advancement 
of science, and the secularisation of 
society. It demands. that n ational pros­
perity and social progress must not 
ignore individual welfare and freedom. 
Quite naturally, therefore, the major 
concern of humanism is human ·devel­
opment. 

Value of Human Life 
Until recently human development 

was treated as an integral part of 
economic development which could 
be measured through certain critical 
indices such as per capita income, the 
rate of GOP, the ratio of savings, and 
the level of industrialisation. It was 
believed that national prosperity will 
automatically bring in individual 
welfare and well-being . Later, 
development economists spoke about 
human capital development through 
raising the level ofliteracy,nou'rishment 
and life expec tancy, which were the 
indices of a qualitative improvement 
of life. Apart from · economi c 
development and the qualitative 
improvement of life, integrated human 
development has a third dimension, 
tha t is, the development of the intrinsic 
value of human life.This involves the 
crea tion of a socio-political order based 
on the values of liberty, equality, justice, 
rationalism and secularism . It demands 
accountability of the regime to the 
people; popular participation at the 
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decision making level; preservation of 
human rights; protection against 
discrimination on irrelevant grounds; 
a guaran tee of the rights of minorities; 
equal protection under the law and 
equal access to the benefits of the State. 

At the operational level the phi­
losophy of integrated human develop­
ment would prevent the establishment 
of a dictatorial or to ta lita rian state, 
promote human rights and help es tab­
lish pro-people governments. It would 
shun both chauvanis tic nationalism and 
aggressive communalism, establish 
close relations between ethics and poli­
tics and would strive to establish a 
proper rela tionship between man and 
man, man and state, and man and so­
ciety. 

If politics is viewed as a goal 
attainment activity, the nature and 
quality of political 
process go a long 
way in achieving the 
goal of integrated 
h u m a n 
development. 
Therefore, I seek to 
briefly review the 

· political process in 
South Asia with a 
view to finding ou t 
if it has bee n 

President Tito, 

conducive or detrimental to the 
achievem ent of the said goa l. The u sage 
of the term South Asia in this 
presentation is confined to SAARC 
co untries and does n o t include 
Afghanistan and Myanmar though, 
geographically, they are located in South 
Asia. However, the observations made 
here are in the context of third world 
countries which began their experiment 
with democracy with the end of colonial 

rule. In many countries parliamentary 
democracy that replaced colonial rule 
was in turn rapidly replaced by military 
dictatorships or personal autocracy. 

Third World Experience 
Third world societies in the post 

colonial period were faced with prob­
lems of economic development, 
modernisation and national integra­
tion. Democracy came as a n atural 
choice to them because as Leslie Lipson, 
the well-knownAmerican political sci­
entist observed, democracy protected 
human dignity, helped in the enrich­
ment of the hurr.an personality and 
consequently raised the civilisational 
level of the entire society. 

Yet, personalism and deinstitu­
tionalisation of politics mark the char­
acter of parliamentary democarcy in 
South Asia. It has been observed that 

Pandit Nehru, Kyame Nkrumah 

individualAsian leaders play a dispro­
portionately important role in deter­
mining the direction of their societies. 
Mao in China, Kim II Sung in Korea, 
Ho Chi Minh in Vietman, Lee Kuan 
Yew in Singapore, Norodum Sinhanouk 
in Cambodia, Ferdinand Marcos in the 
Phillippines, Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Indira Gandhi in India, Sukarno and 
Suharto in Indonesia are prominent 
examples of personalised leadership. 

Freedom First 23 



With Best Compliments 

From 

,, 



.. 

Their power stems not only from 
consti.tu~j.onal provisions but from the 
sheer force of thei r personality and the 
sweeping power of patronage they 
wielded. This personalism becomes 
more manifest when leadership is 
inherited within the family which is 
not uncommon in South Asia. 

Nepal 
In Nepal, personality-oriented 

politics has threatened the multiparty 
democratic system introduced in 1990 
that marked the culmination of. a 
people's movement which opposed 
thirty years of the party less panchayat 
system established in 1960. An ob­
server of Nepalese politics points out 
that the restoration of democracy in 
1990 merely changed the actors but the 
drama of underdevelopment remains. 
The Nepali Congress that came to power 
in 1990 and was ousted in 1994 was 
beset by leadership feuds. The politics 
of self-aggrandizement, political expe­
diency, and organisational hodgepodge 
inevitably led to the politics of disaster. 
Nepali politics has been described 
variously as - conspiracy, mockery, 
nepotism, favouritism, sycophancy, 
authoritarianism, abuse of power and 
authority. Interestingly these terms also 
adequately describe the nature of 
politics elsewhere in South Asia. 

In Pakistan, these led to a succes­
sion of five Prime Ministers, three 
Presidents and a mid-term election in 
1993. The Pakistani experience shows 
that personality oriented political 
parties and the projection of individual 
differences into public affairs have 
blurred the distinction between per­
sonal antagonism and ideological dif­
ference. Sharp division s among 
politicians and their inability to com­
promise and mediate political tension 
have frequently paved the way for 
military intervention. IfBenazir Bhutto 
pursued vengeful politics, Sharif in­
dulged in the politics of ceaseless 
agitation. The Bhutto family feud s 
between mother and daughter, and 
between brother and sister brought 
Pakistani democracy to the brink of 
collapse. 

Bangladesh, Maldives & Bhutan 
In Bangladesh, it is a feud be-
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tween two women successors of two 
former Presidents, namely Khaleeda 
Zia and Sheikh Hasina Wajid. Even in 
the tiny atoll nation of the Maldives, 

Sheikh H.1sin.1 

it is power controlled by an elite drawn 
from a few influential families who 
command considerable sup port among 
the people that forces PresidentGayoom 
to come to terms with them. In the 
Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan, the 
situation is not different. A scholar of 
Bhutanese politics has pointed out that 
members of the National Assembly do 
not rise above populism and xenopho­
bia. No honest attempt has been made 
to identify issues affecting the polity. 
Political reforms are on the King's 
agenda but the time for their introduc­
tion is undecided . 

Indian Experience 
It is in the context of these .fragile 

Afro-Asian democracies, that the In­
dian achievement stands o ut distinctly 
though the personalisa tion of politics 
has taken its own toll of Indian democ­
racy. The national 'emergency' of 1975-
77 caused by personality-oriented 
politics has left a permanent scar on 
Indian democracy. The political arena 
in lnd ia appears to be divided between 
' loyalis ts ' and 'dissenters'. Loyality is 
invoked in the name of a leader and 
not in the sense of commitment to the 
Constitution or democratic ideals. 
During Mrs. Gandhi's regime the loy­
alty ga me was carried to such an ex tent 
as to encourage her sychopants un­
abashed ly to proclaim: 'Ind ia is Indira 
and Indira is India'. 

Personality-based Politics 
Personality-o riented politics un­

dermine instituti ons. The fundamental 
gun rantee of a citi zen's rights and 
dignity comes from the 

institutionalisation of authority. In fact 
.one measure of political development 
is the institutionalisa tion of author ity 
and the extent to which institutions 

provide for popular participation. 
Institutions are formed on the basis 
of regularised procedures which 
replace the dictates of personal pref­
erence or the interests of special 
groups. · The state as an entity ac­
quires a formal-legal role. This in 
turn leads to the consolidation of the 
rule of law. On the other hand, many 
a South Asian leader tends to treat 
institutions with contempt. They treat 
the legislature as thei r backyard and 
the judiciary as the handmaiden. The 

politicisation of the judiciary and of the 
bureaucracy is a common feature of 
democracy in these countries. Demands 
for the commitment of judicial and 
bureaucriltic personnel to the philoso­
phy of the Constitution is interpreted 
as a demand for commitment to the 
programme of the ruling party, often 
ending as commitment to the leader 
himself. Often institutions like the 
bureaucracy and the judiciary are 
merely tolerated and serve as facades 
to · camouflage the intentions of the 
leader. 

Due to the increasing per­
sonalisation of politics and the decreas­
ing ligitimacy of political institutions 
there is inadequate acceptance of basic 
rules to govern domestic/ civil conflicts. 
As a result, conflicts have become the 
order of the day in all South Asian 
States. ln India there is a rise in social 
conflict; the growth rate of the economy 
is not upto expectation and institutions 
find it difficult to cope with social and 
economic problems. Consequently they 
are losing their democratic character 
and are unable to stem the tide of 
violence. The result is that the state 
alternates between being helpless and 
coercive. 

In Pakistan, the advent of democ­
racy in the late 1980s coincided with 
a decay of political institutions, increase 
in social conflict and economic stag­
nntion. This precipitated instability and 
Pakistan has been in the throes of a 
'cri sis of governability' for qu ite so me 
time. 
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Nehru's Beliefs 
Nehru believed that indust­

riali sation and modernisation would 
erode the influence of religion, and 
would gradually replace ethnic and 
religious loyalities with class identi­
ties. He had faith in the ability of 
economic development to reduce the 
influence of religious and ethnic lead­
ers on the one hand and in the ability 
of science and technology on the other, 
to secularise Indian society. Western 
scholars like Edward Shils, S. N. 
Eisenstadt and Talcott Parsons, with 
their deep academic interest in devel­
opments in South Asia shared Nehru's 
optimism. They believed that the evo­
lution of a cohesive value sys tem in 
the e socieities was possible through 
constant interaction between cultural 
norms and modern values of the cen­
tral authority drawing peripheral com­
munities into large national networks. 

Problems of Modernisation 
Often the South Asian leaders 

fa il ed to comprehend the fact that 
modernisation is not a magic wand 
that would do away with all the ills 
of their societies. In fact, the 
modernisation process itself can un­
leash forces in a traditional society that 
have remained dormant for centuries. 
The process of transition from an old 
society to a new state is not without 
its price. Modernisation brings about 
rapid changes in traditional societies. 
According to social psychologists, 
societies which undergo rapid economic 
changes tend to develop extermist and 
xenophobic movements. People fear a 
loss of cultural identity and feel threat­
ened by the demands of groups that 
lived in social and cultural oblivion for 
centuries. Imbalanced modernisa tion, 
which is often the case in South Asia, 
accentuates the cui tural discrimination 
of minorities and increases their hos­
tility towards the dominant group. 
Increases in the rate of literacy and 
education if not matched by the gen­
eration of adequate employment could 
become the root cause for violence, as 
in lhe case of Sri Lanka, where it has 
ta ken the fo rm of violent ethnic con­
flict. 

Violence and Conflict 
With modernisation, political 
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institutions must expand and be 
adapted to encourage participation. 
When the process of development is 
guided and controlled by the state, the 
state faces the greatest challenge from 
those very people who are increasingly 
politicised by the expansion of 
democracy and are dissatisfied with 
the pace of socio-economic change. 
Lopsided developmentalongwitha lack 
of institutionalisation of democratic 
norms has rendered South Asian states 
weak and vulnerable· to a variety of 
social challenges. The state trie~ to 
overcome this problem by adopting 
confrontational postures vis-a-vis 
various sec tions of the population 
ultimately resulting in violent protests 
and agitation . 

Often the national political elite 
view ethnic and religious identifica­
tions as harmful cleavages undermin­
i.ng political integration, development 
and modernisation. When the legiti­
mate demands of different communi­
ties do no t find acceptance and 
accommodation wi thin the sys tem, and 
the normal aspirations of such groups 
are not satisfied through routine po­
litical processes, they are frustrated 
and are driven to the wall; hence their 
resort to violence. And the pity is that 
the South Asian regimes tend to treat 
this merely as a problem of law and 
order. 

A Democratic Paradox 
The process of nation building 

emphasises the forces that bring about 
assimilation of different communities 
into one system, but at the same time 
the dynamics of democratic competition 
often amplify the need for collective 
expression by ethnic groups. This is a 
democratic paradox that South Asian 
politics faces. There is need to integrate 
diverse populations but the dynamics 
of democratic competition serve to 
consolidate ethnic identity. A 
meaningful nation building process 
mu s t appreciate local and regional 
diversitie s, and sustainable 
development shou ld be promoted by 
devising policies appreciative of local 
social structures and development 
needs. When both leaders and 
in s titutions fail to understand this 
problem it results in fundamentalist or 

separatist politics. 

South Asian politics finds it dif­
ficult to strike a balance between the 
national and the regional, the elite and 
the masses, the modern and the tra­
ditional. The resultant anarchy and 
chaos in the process allows the mili­
tary-civil bureaucracy to intervene by 
projecting itself as the saviour of na­
tional integrity. 

Both Bangladesh and Pakistan 
slipped into military rule after disman­
tling the populist regimes of Mujib and 
Bhutto respectively. Zia-ul-Rahman of 
Bangladesh and Zia-ul-Haq of Paki­
stan consolidated their power through · 
militarism and Islam -Islam was used 
more in Pakistan than in Bangladesh. 
The military-bureaucratic state in both 
the countries utilised their "power of 
patronage to coopt significant segments 
of dominant socio-economic elites and 
to localize political horizons in a manner 
reminiscent of the colonial state" writes 
Ayesha Jalal. The recent histories of 
Bangladesh and Pakistan have demon­
strated just how difficult it is to reverse 
the phenomenon of military 
authoritarianism. 

Though Sri Lanka has saved herself 
from direct military rule, increasingly 
she has become a police state replete 
with armed security forces at street 
comers, security checks at government 
buildings, arrests and detention on a 
large scale, and extra legal operations 
in various parts of the country. 

Debasing the Socio-Political Process 
In India, domestic disturbances of 

all kinds have resulted in increasing 
terrorist activities on the one hand and 
criminalisation of politics on the other. 
In a society where avenues for socio­
economic mobility are limited, politics 
becomes the singlemost quick avenue 
to achieve the same. Survival and 
ascendance in politics depends upon 
the extent to which different resources 
are mobilised and utilised . This leads 
to a close association between politics 
and corruption and between a politi­
cian and a criminal. When alternate 
channels of socio-economic mobility 
are freely available, the stakes in the 
game of power are lower. In such a 
s ituation, the chances of the loser 
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resorting to extra systemic political 
moblisation such as riots or terrorist 
and criminal activities are also rare. 
But when the stakes in politics are higher, 
the incidence of violence is also higher. 

The foregoing argument reveals 
some d eep rooted maladies in South 
Asian democracies- ambivalence and 
frustration related to modernisation, 
internal cleavages based on subnational 
identities, political instability, military 
prominence in politics, crisis of legiti­
macy of institutions and authoritarian 
tenden cies among leaders. Such a 
debasement of the social-political pro­
cess can hardly be conducive to inte­
grated human development. 

In recent years, in these states, the 
national aggregates of development 
indices look better but when one moves 
away from these aggragates a bleaker 
picture em erges. There exists grinding 
poverty and mounting debts, polariza-

- tion of wealth, development projects 
turning out to be inappropriate and the 
goal of sustainable development still 
very far. The dichotomy between wealth 
and welfare is yet unresolved and the 
ques ti on of priority between growth 

and distribution remains unanswered. 

A Long-term Process 
There is urgent need to reform 

society and politics in South Asia. 
Reform will mean changing tradi tiona! 
values and behaviour patterns, the 
expansion of communications and 
education, the broadening of loyalities 
from family, village and community to 
nation, the separation of religion from 
civil life, the rationalisation of author­
ity, adoption of achievement standards 
and more equal distribution of mate­
rial and human resources. One may 
find a great deal of wisdom i.n Atul 
Kohli 's suggestion: " If democracy is a 
valued goal in the contemporary Third 
World, it may be necessary to settle for 
moderate growth rates. More value 
may need to be placed on the political 
rationality of economic policies that 
appear irrational from the stand point 
of economic science. Nation-building 
is a long term process in which the 
need to create viable political ins titu­
tions has to be balanced agains t the 
demand of economic efficiency". 

DR. MANEESHA TIKEKAR heads the Depart­
ment ofPolitics, S.I.E.S. College of Arts, Science 
& Commerce, Bombay. 

Based on a paper presel),ted at a n International 
seminar on "Integra ted Human Development in 
South As ia : Problems a nd Percep tions ·, at til e 
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Religion is not knowledge. Religion is a feeling. The 

fundamental feeling is the one called sympathy. Unless 

you develop that high-grade feeling called sympathy in 

English, nothing will be achieved. If you harden your 

hearts from youth and refuse to sympathise, then you will 

grow into a monster or worse, into a piece of stone -

unorganic stuff. If you cultivate the art of sympathy, you 

will grow into something living and so help our country 

to grow up. That is what I call religious impulse. 

- Rajaji 
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Fu.ndamentalism is Not Unique 

What are we to make of the strange - we would like to say unholy - alli"ance 
between the Vatican and a number of Islamic countries not best known for 
their moral stance in politics? Is it not a remarkable thing to se~ em~ss~ries 

from the Pope visiting representatives of anti-western and anh-Chnshan 
dictatorships such as Iran and Libya? 

Controlling Popul ation 
A world conference on popula­

tion, such as that which was held in 
Cairo las t year, is bound to turn on 
family planning. So is one on and for 
women, like the one which has just 
ended in Beijing - at least in part. If 
we are fighting for a better world for 
our children and our children's chil­
dren, both boys and girls, the problem 
of population has to be addressed. For 
otherwise the time will surely come, 
though long after all of us are dead, 
when the survival of life itself will be 
threa tened by its own proliferation. 
Progress so far has been concentrated 
on bettering the human lot, but this 
betterment has brought with it the seeds 
of its own destruction. A foresight of 
this can be seen in the misery caused 
by overpopulation in many parts of the 
world. Participants in the conference 
on population did not have to look 
farther afield than some parts of Cairo 
itself, where hundreds of thousands of 
people have been forced to make their 
homes in rubbish d umps. The same is 
true in many other urban centres 
throughout the third world. China is 
no exception, although the apparatus 
of dictatorship was brought into play 
to clean thecapitalofmuchof its human 
debris during the Beijing Conference. 

To m os t people, family planning 
means artificial contraception u sed for 
birth control, mainly based on physical 
devices or m ed icaments. It is an at­
tempt to tame the instinct - the deepest 
in any fo rm of animal life- for survival 
of the species . Roman Catholic theol­
ogy c nsiders that attempt to be evil 
in itself, and the present pope is de­
termined that there shall be n o change 
in this doctrine. No on e doubts that the 
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vast majori ty of people in the world, 
including - we dare to say it - most 
Roman Catholics, disagree wi th this. 

Before the vas t propaganda bar­
rage which accompanied last year's 
Cairo Conference on Population - re­
peated to a large extent in the run-up 
to Beijing - family planning did not 
include abortion. It is true that this is 
an issue which has always been on the 
feminist agenda, but as a matter of 
women 's rights and not of family 
planning. Abortion may be a way of 
preventing individual births, but by 
definition it is not contraception. So 
how did the two things come to be 
identified so closely in the publicity 
surrounding these two conferences? 

Abortion and Contraception 
The answer is as clear as it is re­

grettable. Va tican diplomats have al­
ways been astute right down the ages. 
They know that they cannot create a 
general constituency in public opinion 
throughout the world agains t contra­
ception, bu t there already exis ts one 
against abortion. By linking contracep­
tion to abortion, they are trying to bring 
both in to equa l disrepu te. For the 
Vatican both arc equally immora l. 
Millions across the globe might well 
agree tha t abortion is immoral, but not 
con traccption . 

The Vatican 's opposition to m any 
of the aims of the Cairo and Beijing 
conferences was perhaps predictable, 
but the s trength of it and the duplicity 
of it was not. The fund am enta li s t 
connec tion will be appreciated by his­
torians of the papacy, who know well 
enough that the grea t valu es of the 
uni ve rsa l churc h h ave often been 
oversh adowed by the means to reach 

the Va tican's current ends. Such his­
torians are well aware that there have 
been times in history when Rome ha ­
allied itself with Islam against fellow­
Christians. The time of the Crusades 
is full of such examples. That was an 
age in whi~h the hatred be tween Rome 
and Byzantium was often grea ter than 
be tween Catholic Jerusalem and 
Ummayad Damascus. 

Religion fo r Politi ca l Ends 
The Crusades are useful in the 

presen t debate for another reason too. 
In an article in these pages (Swiss Press 
Review)exactly a year ago the fo liO\·ving 
senten ce appeared: "The Muslim reli ­
gion is being used by Islamic militants 
for political ends". The author might 
have been shocked to imagine that a 
similar sentence about Chris ti anity 
might be true so soon afterwards: "The 
Chris tian religion is being used by the 
Vatican for political ends" . Yet it is no t 
at all surprising in his torica l terms. 
Islam spread from the Arabian penin­
sula eastward to China and westward 
to Spain, but it was always by the ~word 
- sometimes allied to diplomacy. The 
time of the Crusades was only one of 
many episodes in history in which the 
Christian religion (both Protestan ts and 
Catholic) was al so spread by the sword. 
We have only to think of the ea rl y 
colonisation of Latin America- by the 
Spaniards on behalf of the Pope. 

No one doubts the s trength of Pope 
John Paul 's convic tion that ar tificial 
contracep ti on is wrong. And th ere 
should perhaps be less surprise about 
the fact that he regards any allies as 
useful agains t it. lt is a lso underst<md­
able that Islamic fundament ali. ts are 
glad to find a pres tigious a lly c1t the 
very heart of western civilisation. Tht'rc 
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is no binding prohibition on contracep­
tion in either the Bible or the Koran. 
It is when it is allied to conventional 
ideas of social behaviour that the trouble 
starts. 

The Example of Egypt 
Egypt - where last year's popu­

lation conference was held -is a perfect 
example of the dilemma. It is one of 
the most densely populated countries 
in the world, mainly because most of 
its land area is desert. Although some 
progress has been made in the green­
ing of the desert, it is as nothing to the 
improvement in public health - result­
ing in an increase in population so 
unbridled that the country is already 
faced with the catastrophic -situation 
which the rest of the world may be 
faced with a century or so from now. 

· For millennia the population of the 
Nile valley was limited by the fact that 
there was a rough balance between life 
and death. Progress has changed that. 

Successive Egyptian governments 
-muslim but not fundamentalist- have 
been well aware of the importance of 
family planning. Over the last few 
decades they have been relatively suc­
cessful in curbing _population growth . 
by means of co.t;ttraception. This suc­
cess should be measured against the 
enormous difficulties which stand in 
the way of changing social habits in a 
traditional society. For· a rur.al Egyp­
tian the aim of family planning down 
the ages has always been more chil­
dren, not less. The greatest misfortune 
for a man was to have a barren wife 
- in a day and age when such a con­
dition was incurable. The main reason 
for this was precisely the fact that so 
many children died before reaching 
adulthood. This is no longer the case, 
but old-established patterns of thought 
do not die easily. The fact that the 
improvement in public health serves 
the same purpose as having many chil­
dren, but in an entirely different way, 
has not yet struck a chord in the ave·rage 
Egyptian village. 

Fundamentalists haveagoodname 
amongst the Cairo poor because of their 
good works. Much of their support 
comes to them because of their chari­
table activities. A s tarving man who 
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is given a good meal is no t much 
bothered by the fact that his benefactor 
may be a murderer in another part of 
his being. The government is unpopu­
lar because it is perceived as doing too 
little for the poor. If there is some truth 
in this line of argument at the micro 
level there is none at all at the macro 
level. Egypt has become much more 
prosperous in the last quarter of a 
century. This is partly because of the 
trickling down process of an ongoing 
economic boom and partly because of 
the government's . relative success in 
curbing population growth. This must 
go on. 

The Same All Over the Third World 
We have taken Egypt as an ex­

ample. The same - with appropriate 
variations - is true of all the countries 
of the third world where population 
growth is threatening to run out of 
control as public health improves. It 
is especially true of China, which al­
ready embraces one-quarter of the 
population of the whole world. Con­
trolling the growth of the earth's 
population is arguably the very great­
·est problem which we face . Those who 
dispute this are hiding their heads in 
the sand. Those who actually fight 
against it may be accused of much 
worse. They will be among history's 
worst villains. 

Of course curbing popula tion 
control is not a boon to Islamic fun­
damentalists. It is poverty itself, and 
not its abolition, which serves their 
purpose best. This is true of all political 
movements aimed at overthrowing the 
established order of things. Only be 
alienating the poor of the Muslim world 
- who in non-oil countries are always 
the overwhelming majority - can they 
hope to win power. And then where 
will the poor be? 

Fundamentalism is a big word. It 
embraces more than usually meets the 
eye. It is difficult to refrain from ap­
plying it to Vatican policies, where the 
end justifies the means to the exten t 
of establishing a political alliance with 
the number one ~nemies of modera­
tion. 

Courtesy: Swiss Press Review 
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On Predicting Earthquakes 

The absence of a National 
Earthquake Predic ti on Panel (EPP) in 
India is a big handicap for the district 
authorities in tackling panic and scare 
caused by earthquake p redictions. I refer 
to a prediction made in early July '95 by 
a former employee of the Soil Survey 
Department turned water and earthquake 
diviner, Mr. Laxman M"hajan, that an 
ea rthquake would 
occur in Sangamner, 
Maharashtra, between 
29th Jul y and 3rd 
August. This led to an 
exodus from the town, 
the mushrooming o f 
tents in open fi e lds, a 
hike in prices of plastic 
shee ts and tarpaulins, 
not to mention the usual 
profiteering in o ther 
commodities thnt 
inevitably occur on such 
occas ion s. The 
economic tremors were 
far reaching- when the 
priceoflanterns in Delhi 
market sky rocketed! 

Panel of Experts 
Needed 

The Sangam ne r 
trauma could turn out 
to be a bless ing in 
disguise if it jolts the 
Maharashtra and 
Central governmen ts to 
consti tute an EPP. While the Centre is 
making up its mind, the Maharashtra 
gove rnment should form a panel of 
ex pe rts for ea rthquak.e prediction with 
the Maharashtra Engineering Research 
Institute (MERI) as co:ordinator. This is 
an urgent need considering that the Koyn_a 
(1967) <1nd Latur (1993) ea rthquakes 
occured in the least ex pected areas of the 
peninsular block which was considered 
to be seismica lly s table as compared to 
the Himalayas; and, after these h-vo events, 
many predictions are being made by 
quacks and scientis ts abo ut an earthquake 
in this or that area of Maharashtra . Apa rt 
from making officia l pred ic ti o ns of 
ea rthquakes, the proposed panel cou ld 
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test all other predictions on the anvil of 
scientific tell -tale signs to verify their 
credibility.lf that happens, Mr. Mahajan 
will have achieved what the scientists 
have been urging the government all 
along. 

The proposed panel could study 
with profit .an important document 

l3ihar Earthquake, 1934. 

en titled "Earlilquake Predictio11 a11d Public 
PoliClf prepared in 1975 by the National 
Academy of Sciences, USA, in 
consultation with a panel of experts 
headed by sociologist Ralph Turne r of 
the University of California. 

Commenting on this document, Time 
magazine in its issue of Sep tember 1, 
1975, observed: "The study takes strong 
issue with the politicians and the few 
scientis ts who believe that earthquake 
predictions and warnings would cause 
pa nic and econom ic paralysis, thus 
resulting in more harm than the tremors 
themselves. Forecasting wo uld clearly 
save lives, the pa nel s ta tes, a nd tha t is 
the hi g hes t priority ... fearful that 

A. K. R. Hemmady 

forecasting could become political football 
and that some officials might try to 
suppress news of an impending 'quake, 
the panel recommends, that warning 
which would cause disruption of daily 
routine when an earthquake threatens, 
should be issued by elected officials- but 
only after a public prediction has been 
made by a panel of scientists set up by 

a federal 
agency" . 
Incidentally, 
this document 
is not 
copyrighted. In 
contras t, it is 
said that the 
report b y a 
governm e nt 
sponsored 
committ ee 
w h i c h 
investigated the 
L a t u r 
earthquake is 
confidential! 

E arth q u ake 
Prediction 

From 1962 
onwards , 
Japan ese 
scientists were 
pressing th e 
government to 
a c c o r d 
legitimacy to 

scientific earthquake predictions. After 
the disastrou's Nigata earthquake (1964), 
the government accepted the suggestion 
and the Japanese Meterologica l 
Department is author ised to rna ke 
earthquake predictions. Soon after China's 
severe Hsingai 'quake, Prime Minis ter 
Chou-en-Lai visited the affected area in 
1966 and launched a national predicti on 
programme with po litical overtones 
because it coincided with China 's Great 
Prole tarian Cultural Revoluti on. The 
'elitist' scientific community was decried 
for no t serving the needs of the people 
and the 'war on earthquakes' was intended 
to " demonstrate h ow sc ienti s ts can 
combine with workers, peasants, workers 
and soldiers to solve a problem of grea t 
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n<~ tiona! concern". 

ln th e USA, the great Alaskan 
ea rthq ua ke of 1964 prompted President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, to consitute a 
Pres idential Panel on Earthquake 
Predi cti on ilnd the USA's Disaster Relief 
Act (1974) empowers the Director, United 
States Geologica l Survey (USGS) to issue 
an official warning. The Director, USGS 
is ad vised by an Earthquake Prediction 
PJnel. USGS also has a cell which invites 
and exa mines the predictions made all 
ove r the world to evaluate the percentage 
of th e predictions which have 
mJterialised. 

Unscientific Predictions in India 
The absence of an EPP in India, which 

could also evaluate scientific predictions, 
led to a peculiar situa ti on in the seventies. 
The main Koyna event had occured on 
1Oth December 1967 preceded by an earlier 
event of lesser intensity, considered to 
be a foreshock, on 13th September 1967. 
Six yea rs later, on 17th October 1973, 
another quake of the magnitude of 5.2 
s tru ck the area . This prompted two 
renowned scientists of the National 
Geophys icJI Research Institute (NGRI), 
H. K. G upta and B. K. Rastogi, to publish 
a paper (1974) in the highly rated scientific 
journa l "Nature" to aver: "While it could 
not be sa id with surety that the current 
se is mic activity is a forerunner to a 
relatively high magnitude earthquake in 
Koyna region, it may be mentioned that 
there is a definite enhancement in the 
seismic ilctivity which co-relates with the 
increased reservoir level". The 
highlighting of this paper in the press 
compelled the Government of 
Maharashtra to seek UNESCO's help to 
s tudy the problem. Dr. J. B. Auden, who 
was with the Geological Survey of India 
earlier, and had himself carried out the 
geo-technical investigations of the Koyna 
da m site was the UNESCO expert who 
came to India in 1975. 

Dr. H. N. Srivastava of the Indian 
Meteorological Department said : "Based 
on the data suppl ied to him, he (Dr. 
Auden) concluded that since 20 months 
il fter the event of 1973 had already passed 
without the occ urrence of a more 
damaging ea rthquake, the slight increase 
in se ismic activi ty could be considered 
to be subsiding grad uall y with time. 
Indeed no earthquake has occured so far 
even ;1fter J lapse of nine yea rs . In this 
p.Hticuiilf ins tance, a causal connecti on 
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between the reservoir loading and 
earthquake was not ruled out. Thus the 
interesting inference of NGRI scientists 
who considered the possibility of the 1973 
event as a foreshock of a damaging 
earthquake, attracted even more attention 
from scientis ts and geologists. This 
forecast, however, did not create any large 
scale panic in the minds of the public of 
the small township of Koya, who got 
accustomed to th e numerous fe lt 
earthquakes including damaging ones". 
(Forecasting Earthquakes; 1983, National 
Book Trust). · 

Soon after the Laturearthquake, two 
geophysicists, N. ]. G. Negi and 
Krishnabrahman (October '93) predicted 
a 'q uake in Bombay, conveniently 
remaini ng s ilen t about its precise timing. 
They also claimed that while serving the 
National Geophysical Research Institute 
(NGRI), they had predicted the Latur 
earthquake 20 years ago. A warning issued 
twenty years in advance is of no use to 
district authorities. The question is, why 
could they not warn of the impending 
quake, say one year in advance, to enable 
the authorities to anticipate the disas ter 
by a disaster management plan? These 
scientists invoked the well known 'West 
Coast Fault' as the probable cause of the 
Bombay 'quake. This fault has been known 
for a long time, mentioned in text books 
on geology of India, which l read as a 
student in the early 'fifties. Till recently, 
no scientist said that this fault had the 
potential to cause an earthquake, which 
it might well possess. The point is that 
without instrumental monitoring of a 
fault, to pronounce it guilty is not 
scientific. 

Then there was the prediction 
(September '94) of a likely fault in the 
Bhandara area by one Prof. Puranik, but 
his logic was geologically absurd. The 
most amusing analysis of the cJuse of the 
Latur earthquake is by seismologist, N. 
K. Agrawal (April '95), who sa id that the 
Latur quake was caused by the 
mushrooming of high-rise buildings in 
Bombay. It is literally a far-reaching theory 
- Bombay to Latur. This . theory, which 
I have named 'Building Induced 
Seismicity', reminds me of a rustic saying 
in Konkani, "A kick in the rea r makes 
the teeth fall". 

Political Indifference 
For J long time now, sc ientis ts ha ve 

been reques tin g th e governme nt to 

constitute an EPP. In 1978, the Indian 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
sponsored the first ever symposium in 
India on earthquake prediction. One of 
its rec o mmendations was that th e 
government should forman EPP. In 1983, 
Dr. H. N. Srivastava of the IMD, in his 
book cited ea rlier, also pleaded for the 
formation of a Prediction Council to be 
coordinated through the Department of 
Science and Technology or the Geological 
Survey of India, with members drawn 
from the IMD, NGRT, BARC, Central 
Water and Power Research Station and 
the Universities. These efforts have not 
been successful because, if my memory 
serves me right, not one member of any 
political party raised thi s issue in 
Parliament or the State leg isla ture . 
Perhaps, earthquakes are not on the lis t 
of their priorities. 

Let a politician comment on the 
attitude of politicians to earthquakes. In 
1971, the United States Geological Survey 
organised a symposium on 
Environmental Planning and Geology, 
to which experts from all walks of life 
were invited. Addressing the gathering 
on "Seismic Hazards - A Question of 
Policy", Senator Alfred E. Alquist sa id: 
"The failure of public officia ls to pursue 
a vigorous progrJmme designed to 
minimise the effect of earthquakes in 
California reflects the head-in-sand 
attitude of people who accept the 
earthquake hazard as totally· 
unavoidable". He went on to castigate 
fellow politicians: "During the last 
legislative session, we were working on 
the measure that created the Jo int 
Legislative Committee on SeismicSafety. 
I tried to influence a few of my colleagues 
by scheduling a film that showed some 
of the damage done in the Alaskan 
earthquake. A total ofeightpeopleshowed 
up - myself, one other legisla tor, about 
four newspape rmen and tw o s taff 
members. In contrast, the following day, 
one other committee dealing with the 
legislation to con tr.ol pornography , 
showed J pornographic film, and I might 
say that it played to packed house. Until 
now, there has been little concern on the 
part of either the public or the legis!J ture 
abo ut earthquake safety". 

Mr. A. K. R. Hemmady is a Geologist of repute, 
who at the time of his retirement, wast he Deputy 
Director Genera l of the Geological Survey of 
India. 
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India's Strategic Options 
Nitin G. Raut 

In the realm of strategic policy, India has never thought out its policy from a 
long term perspective nor has thought it neccessary to keep its options open. 

In the realm of strategic policy, 
India has never thought out its policy 
from a long term perspective nor has 
thought it neccessary to keep its options 
open. 

India's belated tough stand, at the 
ongoing conference in Geneva in respect 
of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) lacks the required punch or 
even a sense of conviction. 

Exclusive Club 
The indefinite extension of the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in 
April-May 1995 has changed the 
political scenario and has in effect 
legitimised the nuclear status of the big 
nuclear five, viz. USA, Russia, China, 
the United Kingdom and France, by 
making it an exclusive club. They have 
thus manoeuvered themselves into a 
position where they can dictate terms 
to non-nuclear powers. 

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty does not impose any fetters on 
the use and deployment of nuclear 
weapons by the big five nuclear powers 
but by trying to bulldoze the CTBT, the 
big five nuclear powers want to put 
the seal of finality on their nuclear 
status. Even at the CTBT conference 
in Geneva, the big five nuclear powers 
are strongly resisting any undertaking 
or assurance of a time bound 
disarmament programme and the 
destruction of their nuclear arsenals. 

India's Security Needs 
The CTBT is, in fact, indifferent 

to the security needs of countries like 
1 ndia.To the north is communist China, 
an acknow !edged nuclear power which 
by no means is on friendly terms with 
lndia and is in occupation, not only of 
Tibet, but also parts of Aksai Chin and 
the nor th east. To the West is Pakistan, 
occupying one third part of Jammu 
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and Kashmir, and China is perpetually 
supporting Pakistan in the construction 
of a uranium enrichment plant at Wah 
cantonment near Rawalpindi. In 
addition, China is supplying M-11 
ballastic missiles to Pakistan. The "one 
time" waiver of the Pressler 
Amendment by the US Congress has 
enabled Pakistan to acquire 
sophisticated weapons worth US$ 368 
million including F-16 fighter jets and 
Orions. The Orions based in Karachi 
are capable of striking the ~outhern 

most tip oflndia. Pakistan, 
in its quest for acquiring 
nuclear weapons has a 
clandestine network in 
Europe to smuggle out 
nuclear spares and 
enriched weapon grade 
uranium. 

Islamic Bomb 
Pakistan also has the 

tacit support including 
financial assis tance of oi l 
rich Islamic states like Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and Libya to 
finance her "Islamic 
Bomb". Iran in particular 
is trying surrep titiously to 
acquire nuclear materials. 
The head of Germany's 
BND intelligence service 
s ubmitted to the 
Bundestag in January this 
year a report stating that 
Iran is using undercover 
agents to acquire nuclear 
materials. The Iranian 
collabo ra tion with 
Pakistan on nuclear 
weapons is a reality and 
poses a threat to India. 

Should India Go Nuclear? 
Should lndia go nuclear? I think, 

we should. In fact, it should have done 

so in the 'sixties or even in the 'seventies. 
Today, India's options are limited. After 
the break-up of the USSR, India can 
no longer count on Soviet military and 
dip lomatic support. On the other hand, 
with the emergence of independ ent 
Muslim states in central Asia. Pakistan 
continues to be considered as a strategic 
frontline state for the US. 

After the Communis t Chmese 
invasion of India in 1962, th e US 
administration was inclined to t,Kitlv 

support India go1 n g 
nucl ear as a cqun rer 
balance to Communist 
China. But such was the 
overzealousness of 
Indian Prime Minister 
Nehru in identifying 
himself with the non­
align ed bloc and 
proving his anti­
imperialis t credentia ls 
that instead of seizing 
the opportunity and 
going nuclear , he 
compromised vital 
national security and 
~tra tegic interests by not 
doing so. 

In a world where 
national interests are 
sti ll supreme, India 
ought to have taken 
advantage of the cold 
war and the resultant 
Soviet support. In a 
bipolar world, it would 
have been easier for 
India then. In retrospect, 
it appea rs that the 

l'okhr<~n blast was more o f a 
diversionary domestic political gambi t 
of a belcagured Congress gove rnm ent 
following a nationwide railway s trike. 
Ironically, taking advantage of l he 
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Pokhrcm blast, Pakistan with its smarter 
diplomacy and covert operations, has 
achieved a dangerous level of nuclear 
capability. India, on the other hand, 
having adop ted a needlessly high 
pitched moral posture, cannot, like 
China or France, defy world opinion 
and go ahead with its nuclear tes t. 

US Policy Dictates 
l.n today's unipolar world, the US 

would not like India going nuclear or 
even developing missiles like 'Agni' 
and 'Prithvi'. The US State 
Department's comment that the testing 
o f ' Prithvi ' was a "mistake' drew a 
belated and squeamish response from 
India's foreign minister who said "We 
do not consider it (the test firing of 
Prithvi) a mis take" . India ought to have 
in res ponse outlined its threat 
perception by aggressive lobbying and 
launching a diplomatic blitzkreig on 
Capital Hill in Washington. Speaking 
from New Delhi will not help. India 
requires to cultivate US Congressmen 
and impress the US of the mutual 
s trategi c interests of the two 
democrac ies . 

in an era of economic libe­
ralisa tion, it will be in India's interest 
to deepen economic relationships with 
the US not only for investment but as 
a means for strategic alliance that will 
increase US stakes in india. It cannot 
be overlooked that China, by opening 
its doors to the US for investment in 
1978 now totalling US $ 40 billion as 
aga ins t India's US$4 billion, has, while 
acguiring US capital and technology, 
a lso secured a s trategic alliance. 

Human Rights Secondary 
It is not without reason that in its 

economic relationships with China, the 
US is ready to relegate human rights, 
genocid e in Tibet and the Tiananmen 
Square issues to the backburner. This 
has enab led China to manoeuvre its 
policy w ithout bending backwards or 
compromising on its nuclear and 
security interests. Significantly, when 
Nigeria 's military despots han ged 
N ige ri an human rights activitst, Akiva, 
the US promptly recalled its Ambasador 
to Lagos, a move that was possible 
because the US has no economic stakes 
in N ige ri a. If India were to play h er 
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economic card wisely and effectively, 
india can neutralise the Pakistan factor 
in the US's strategic perception without 
harming her economic interests . 
Taiwan, South Korea, Thailand, Japan, 
or for that matter even West European 
nations after the Second World War, 
have by no means compromised the ir 
sovereignity while availing of US 
economic aid and investment. 

If however India is pressurised 
into signing the CTBT, India should 
unequivocally seek US nuclear cover 
against nuclear attack and a lso a 
permanent seat in the proposed 
expansion of the UN Security Council 
as a quid pro quo. 

In the present scenario, it is more 
likely that the US, having emerged as 
the undisputed Big Power, will not 
readily accede to India's terms, but 
then signing the NPT and the CTBT 
without such quid pro quo will not be 
in India's interest. In such a dilemma, 
while refusing to sign the NPT and 
CTBT, India should move closer to the 
economic tigers of south east Asia, 
Taiwan and other Pacific rim states 
like Japan, Australia and South Korea . 
Close economic relations with these 
countries, whose economies are inter­
dependent with the US economy, will 
enable India to offset the disadvantage 
in the absence of a comprehensive 
nuclear deterrance . Recently, India 
secured the status of a full fledged 
dialogue partner with the Association 
of South East Asia Nations (ASEAN) 
and India should press home its 
diplomatic success in this direction. 

India ough t to gear up its 
diplomacy to meet the challenges in 
the post cold war era with an emphasis 
on economic diplomacy. A pus­
illanimous approach to Pakistan and 
its low intensity war in Kashmir have 
d one us more harm and has almos t 
marginali sed u s in international 
diplomacy. That is precisely what 
happened at the Europe-Asia summit 
in Bangkok. Although India's 
participation was supported by the 
United Kingdom, Belgium and Italy, 
Asian nations like Malays ia and Japan 
and European na tions like France and 
Germany opposed lndia's participation 

as it would mean excluding Pakistan! 
By merely reacting to Pakistan's 
diplomatic onslaught, India has allowed 
herself to be equated with Pakistan . 

The prospects for India do not 
seem very assuring. On the other hand. 
India has the resources, the technology 
and the manpower to assert her position 
at least in South Asia, given her geo­
political position. It will require deft 
diplomacy. india should: 

(1) Expand her economic ties with 
ASEAN and other Pacific rim states; 

(2) build a s trong blue water navy by 
not only acquiring or building two 
modern aircraft carriers and 
submarines but also developing her 
naval bases in the Andamans in the 
Bay ofBengal and the Lakshadweep 
Islands in the Arabian sea. Given 
the proximity to major oil seal lanes, 
India ought to show its flag in the 
indian Ocean; 

(3) carve ou t an India s phere of 
influence by moving closer to 
Buddhist South East Asia, Sri Lanka 
and Myanmar along with indonesia 
and Malaysia. The futility of 
SAARC will soon be realised, as 
Pakistan will always try to 
checkmate India at any common 
forum. 

(4) India should curb terrorism and 
expose Pakistan's role in Jammu 
& Kashmir. While the continuance 
of the democratic process has to 
be ensured, political s tab ility 
devoid of terrorism has to be 
projected. 

All political parties in India should 
form a nationalconsensus on vital issues 
like economic progress and national 
security . 

The options before Indi a are 
limited, and with the CTBT sought to 
be enforced by the end of this year, it 
is imperative that India' s diplomacy 
charts a new course in the post cold 
war era. Otherwise, what is touted as 
keeping india's options open by not 
s igning the NPT and the CTBT will in 
reality be no option a t a ll. 

MR. N ITIN G. RAUT is an advocate and Hnn . 
Secretary of the Indian Council of World Affairs, 
Bombay. 
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Worrying About China 
Ian Tickle 

The world has started worrying seriously about China. The world has reason to. 
Nearly one in four people living on the planet live in the People's Republic of 

China. In other parts of the world, democracy has been spreading in recent 
years. But not amongst one quarter of the world's population. 

The world has started worrymg 
seriously about China. The world has 
reason to. Nearly one in four people 
living on the 
planet live in 
thePeople'sRe­
public of China. 
In other parts of 
the world de­
mocracy has 
been spreading 
in recent years. 
But not 

defend its territory and people against 
anything which could be a threat from 
abroad. There are some who feel that 

the existence of 

amongst one 
quarter of the 
world's popu-

'The slaughter of liberty in China" 
Courtesy: The Independent, June 6, 1989. 

any great power 
in their vicinity 
is a potential 
threat, what­
ever its present 
policies. Mea­
s ures can be 
taken to prevent 
China from ab­
so rbing 
neighbouring 

lation. There is no trace of democratic 
ethic amongst Peking's present lead­
ers. Indeed recent years have shown 
that they violently object to democracy. 
Optimism about China ceased abruptly 
with the bloody end which was put 
to the democracy movement in Peking's 
Tiananmen Square some four years ago. 
More recently China has objected to 
moves towards democracy made by 
Britian's last governor of Hong Kong, 
Chris Patten. It says that all progress 
towards democracy will be cancelled 
forthwith when China takes over. 
Peking also looks with a jaundiced eye 
on movement towards greater democ­
racy in Taiwan. It has stated that any 
formal declaration of the island's in­
dependence from China could be 
regarded as a reason for invasion. 
Greater democracy is regarded in 
Peking as a step in that direction. 

Being Wary of China 
It is obvious that the rest of the 

world - the other three-quarters - has 
to be wary about China. It is the m ain 
task of any national government to 
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countries too 
easily, but no measures could ever be 
taken to prevent it doing so if it had 
that aim seriously in mind. The only 
thing that can be done in the long run 
is to make sure that any Chinese gov­
ernment realises that it is not in its 
interest to do so. 

The first thing is that China should 
always be treated with the greatest 
respect. And so should its essential 
interests. Respect has always been of 
extreme importance to Chinese people. 
This is something which is not always 
recognised in western Europe, and even 
less so in the United States. Congres­
sional posturing against China's hu­
man rights records may look good to 
the American voter, but in Peking it 
appears as a deep lack of respec t for 
the one quarter of humanity which is 
China. This does not mean that the 
human rights record should be ignored, 
it merely means that useless rhetoric 
should be avoided.Action which could 
lead to an improvement in the human 
rights situation should be taken wher­
ever and whenever possible, but the 

principle must always be that of ef­
fectiveness. 

For years, 'containment' was at 
the heart of western policy towards the 
Soviet Union. This was the central 
principle underlying NATO and the 
nuclear deterrent. As a policy it turned 
out to be successful beyond one's 
wildest dreams. It resulted in the end 
of the Soviet Union, which broke up 
into its constituent parts. But as a policy 
it has n ow lived its day. Responsible 
American representatives are insisting 
that this is not the right word to be 
used for attitudes to China. They are 
certainly right to make this point. For 
any use of it implies that the aim of 
Western diplomacy should be the dis­
integration of the Chinese state. 

China No Soviet Union 
Ever if this were desirable, which 

it is not, it would be unlikely to occur 
- or at least not in the same way that 
it occurred in the Soviet Union. But 
the Chinese see any sugges tion that it 
might happen as a threat, on the basis 
of ' the wish is father of the ac t' . China 
is a much more integrated country than 
the Soviet Union ever was even in its 
heyday. This is essentially because the 
proportion of e thnic Chinese compared 
with people of other ethnic groups is 
far higher than that of Russians in the 
former Soviet Union. China is China 
in a sense that the Soviet Union was 
never Russian - but an amalgam of 
peoples run by the Russians on purely 
imperialist lines, first by the Tsars and 
then by the communis ts. The break up 
of the Soviet Union must be seen as 
an ex tens ion of the ani-colonial libera­
tion movement to the last great colo-
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nial power. None of this is valid for 
China. 

Nevertheless, the Chinese are 
afraid of internal disintegration. For 
many p eriods in its long history the 
central government had no power 
outside the city limits of the capital. 
For centuries China was ruled by war­
lords, usually declaring verbal loyalty 
to the centre but in fact doing whatever 
they liked. Attempts to extend central 
power to the outermost provinces were 
rarely successful, although China's 
period of greatest prosperity invari­
ably coincided with times when rule 
from the centre did extend throughout 
the territory. 

The Fear of Anarchy 
Nor is chaos a matter of ancient 

history. For much of the first half of 
this cen tury anarchy reigned in China, 
together with the mass poverty and 
hunger 
inevitably 
associated 
with it. 
The h or­
rorsofthis 
period are 
still in the 
I i vi n g 
memory 
of older 
people, 
and in dealing with China we must 
never forget the far greater respect for 
older people there than in the west. 
In the ruling politburo, for example, 
there is only one m ember who is young 
enough not to have personal experi­
ence of anarchy. The rulers of China 
are on an average older than those of 
any major country, and for reason s of 

resp ec t this 
is likely to 
remain the 
case. Chiang 
Kai-shek 
and Mao­
Tse-tung 
both knew 
that their 
grea tes t en­
emywas not 
each o ther, 

bu t the danger of chaos. Perhaps it is 
their joint legacy that today there is 
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no threat to the national integrity of 
China. The idea that anyone should 
try to raise the spectre of such a threat 
is absolute anathema to any Chinese 
ruler. This is why the democracy 
movement was crushed, and it is also 
why China's present rulers do not like 
democracy. For them it is akin to 
anarchy, a virus associated with a desire 
to break up their country. The United 
Sates is at present thought to be the 
main propagator of this virus. In 
consequence, the greatest possible effort 
should be made to avoid what the 
Chinese consider outrageous state­
ments anywhere in Washington. It 
should not be forgotten that because 
of lack of experience in any aspeet of 
democracy the Chinese do not know 
about, and in any case would not believe 
in, the separation of powers. It is 
impossible to convince people in Peking 
that there is a genuine difference in 
scale of importance between what a 
congressman says and what the presi­
dent says. 

Economic and Political Objectives. 
Butif'containment' is not the right 

word for the right policy towards China, 
this does not mean that foreign policy 
makers can turn their back on the prob­
lem. There must be a China policy. 
But it must be one guided by principles 
such as friendship and good intentions. 
The aim is not to bring about the end 
of an 'evil empire', as was the case with 
the Soviet Union - but rather to help 
one quarter of humanity to better its 
lot (the economic objective) and to live 
in freedom without the threat of anarchy 
(the political objective). 

People in east Asia are worried 
about some of China's recent moves, 
which are best described as 'flexin g 
muscles' . It has been taking military 
measures in a number of areas, and 
they have understandably upset people. 
These are m easures which hit the 
headlines and make the populations 
of neighbouring countries imagine that 
terrible things might be inflicted upon 
them in the future. They are also uneasily 
aware that China is w1dergoing a period 
of great political uncertainty due to the 
succession struggle for the mantle of 
Deng Xiao-ping, a struggle which cannot 
come out into the open for reasons of 

respect until the ancient of days has 
actually and not just effectively left the 
scene. One of the criteria for a modern 
Chinese leader is the one about who 
could best defend China's interests on 
the international scene. But China's in­
terest would never be promoted by 
war, and measures demon s tra ting 
military might are always accompa­
nied by other steps which show that 
the Chinese leadership thinks before 
it acts. 

China's is an old-fashioned dic­
tatorship, and its rulers have no vo­
ca tion to rule the world. This means 
that there is no ideological content to 
their vision. Like the rulers of other 
states, their aim is to do what is in 
their country's interest, and there is 
a clear vision in Peking that the main 
aim is sustainable economic growth in 
an atmosphere of political stability. The 
main reason why the Soviet Union was 
seen to be and for much of its ex is tence 
actually was a dan gerous predator was 
because it claimed that Marxism was 
the only possible way of government 
and would for this very reason logi­
cally spread to all countries. Its policy 
was designed to see that the inevitable 
in these terms actually happened. This 
element is completely absen t from 
China's policies, and so China can never 
been seen as the same sort of enemy 
to all free peoples · as was the Sovie t 
Union. 

Choosing Its Own Friends 
If Ci1ina is thought to be making 

belligerent noises, it sh ould perhaps 
not be forgotten than the United States 
has long been seen as fulfilling a simi­
lar role in a number of parts of the 
world. TheAmericans would reply tha t 
thi s was because their actions were 
misunders tood, but perhaps the Chi­
nese answer would not be so very 
different. Its leaders are trying to ex tend 
their influence in the world by very 
tradi tional great power manoeuvring. 
They are doing things which fr ighten 
(and impress) their neighbou rs on the 
one hand . On the other hand - slowly 
and surely - they are building up a 
network of allies who they help i.n other 
parts of the world. The main pill ars 
of this ex tens ion of their fo reign policy 
beyond eas t Asia are Iran and Pakistan 
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both potentially unstable countries seen 
as a men ace by their neighbours but 
which are not necessarily so. The 
Chinese are sending a message that it 
is not for the west to tell them how 
they should choose their friends and 
that if necessary their friends can be 
used to further policies which are not 
the same as those of the west. Nobody 
is happy about the possibility that China 
might be providing nuclear bomb 
capacity to Iran and Pakistan. But it 
s trongly denies this and is deeply 
offended that nobody seems to believe 
its word Yet there is no strong evi­
dence to doubt that word. China is a 
signatory to the nuclear nonprolifera­
tion treaty, and this important achieve­
ment of international diplomacy is as 
much in the interest of China as of the 
other signatories. 

Classical Diplomacy 
All this goes to show that China's 

leaders understand the fundamental 
elements of balance of power in the 
world . These elements are the s tuff of 
European his tory, and the fact that 
China ·s leaders seem to know so much 
more about it than European andAmeri­
can politicians know about the Chinese 
pas t is hardly to the credit of the latter. 
The Chinese are playing the game that 
has been played by politicians in Europe 
over the whole of the last few centuries 
and which reached its apogee at the 
Congress of Vienna in 1815. There is 
an interesting parallel between that 
period and the one we are traversing 
today. Thestatemensgatheredin Vienna 
were experiencing the aftermath of the 
greatest imperialist threat which the 
world as they knew it had ever seen . 
Like the Sovie t Union Napoleon's 
France was a ruthless and merciless 
expansionist dictatorship which mas­
queraded behind the ideals of a revo­
lution which was supposed to be- but 
was not- based on the ideals of liberty, 
equa lity and fraternity. Everything 
which was .done in the half century 
which followed the defeat of Napoleon 
was done w ith an eye to preven ting 
such a thing ever happening again. 
That was at the heart of the balance 
of power. Not so much a desire by one 
country to dominate the others as a 
desire to preven t any other country 
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ever being in a position to do so. There 
is ample reason to suppose that this 
is the game the Chinese are playing 
today. 

This said, we may assume that the 
Chinese will respect the res t of the 
world if it plays the same game. They 
are unlikely to find it odd that the 
United States and European countries 
should take all necessary measures to 
support their own diplomatic objec­
tives. They will understand that such 
objectives will include a desire to 
prevent China being in a position to 
extend its territory, even though they 
will not admit that they have any 
intention of doing so. What they will 
not accept is policies which they see 
as being directly against their own 
integrity. 

Traditional Great Power Aims 
Bringing Vietnam back into the 

international fold is a measure which 
the Chinese understand. Although 
there is a sense in which it is a tra­
ditional enemy of China, it is also a 
neighbour - and China wants peace 
with its neighbours. In any case there 
is a sense in which America's budding 
friendship with Vietnam can be equated 
with China's with Iran. The Chinese 
will understand too that the west wishes 
to have a good relationship with India, 
with which China has not been on the 
best of terms for many years. This is 
partly because of the Chinese alliance 
with Pakistan which now dates back 
over several decades, and partly be­
cause of India's close relationship with 
the former Sovi e t Union, which 
Jawaharlal N ehru, the found er of 
independent India, a great man i.n so 
many ways, did not realise was the 
main imperialis t power in the world 
after the decline and fall of the British 
Empire. 

China no longer has any strategic 
interes t whatever in being India's en­
emy, and indeed fences are likely to 
be mended between these two grea t 
Asian countries in the near future . The 
main stumbling block is China's rela­
tionship with Pakistan, but this is ·an 
element which clouds India's relations 
with many cow1tries. Nor is China likely 
to object to the west's continued a!-

liance with Japan. This has been a 
fundamental pillar of western policy 
in Asia since the end of the Second 
World War. The Japanese-American 
alliance was indeed an important factor 
in the policy of 'containment', but it 
was directly solely against the Soviet 
Union. It is many years since Chinil 
has been conceived as a threat by the 
United States. 

Inspite of the importance of NATO 
the United States is as much a Pacific 
power as it is anAtlantic one.lts strategic 
interests in east Asia are as vital to it 
as its strategic interests in Europe. The 
Chinese recognise this and accept it 
provided that the Americans concede 
as much to them. China's abrasive 
public diplomacy towards the United 
States is not at present a characteristic 
of its diplomacy in east Asia. Its dip­
lomatic language to its neighbours 
gathered together in the Association 
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
is usually marked by benevolent good­
will (although not without emphasising 
that China is indeed the region's home­
grown great power). At the recent 
ASEAN Regional Forum held in Brunei 
ASEAN was joined by 11 other coun­
tries including China and the United 
States, and indeed the event more than 
any other which was considered im­
portant on that occasion was the meeting 
between US Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen. This apparently 
went well in spite of recent angry 
diplomatic exchanges between the 
United States and China about the visit 
to America of the Taiwanese head-of­
state, Lee Teng-hui, described by Peking 
as " the sinner of all millennia". 

The fact is that the Chinese have 
now turned their attention from the 
southern end of the South China Sea 
to its northern end. But it is all part 
of the same policy of persuading its 
neighbours as well as the United States 
that it is important enough to have 
paramotmt interes ts in the maritime 
area, which is a t the same time one 
of the world's great shipping lanes and 
a repository of as ye t ungauged oil and 
natural gas resources. Defending these 
paramount interests include claiming 
the island groups situated in the South 

January-March 1996 



China Sea, includll;lg the Spratlys, some 
of which are claimed by five other states. 
Earlier this years there was a serious 
face-off between China and the Phil­
ippines about the aptly-named Mis­
chief Reef, one of the many far-spread 
Spratlys which is clearly in the Phil­
ippine maritime economic zone. The 
Philippines stuck to its guns on this 
issue, describing it as a matter of major 
national importance, and at the Brunei 
mee ting Quian Quichen also had a 
cordial meeting with his Phillipine coun­
terpart, Secretary of State Domingo 
Siazon. An intermediary role was 
played by Indonesia's foreign minis ter, 
AliAlatas, who recently returned from 
Peking saying that he discerned a soft­
ening of the Chinese stance on the 
matter. China and the Philippines have 
now agreed that the whole of the 
Spartlys issue should be settled through 
peacefu l negotia tions based on the 
United Nations Law of the Sea. If this 
is really the case, that should be an 
end of the matter. 

The Question of Taiwan 
Things are by no means as sa t­

isfactory at the northern end of the 
South China Sea. The major sea lane 
passes between the northernmos t 
Phillipine island of Luzon and the 
southern tip of Taiwan. But there is 
also ano ther potential sea lane between 
Taiwan and the Chinese mainland. This 
has been the scene of occasional skir­
mishes between Taipeh and Peking ever 
since the communists took over in 1949. 
There was a series of major interna­
tional incidents in the 1960s when the 
Chinese appeared ready to take the 
two Taiwanese islands of Quemoy and 
Matsu which are within sight of the 
main land coast. To prevent this the 
islands becam e the subject of anAmeri­
can guarantee a t a time when the United 
States had sufficient forces in the area 
to lay down the law. 

Although relations between Tai­
wan and the People's Republic have 
been quiet for the last fe w years and 
Taiwanese have been allowed to travel 
to China via Hong Kong and other 
third countries, the basic problem 
pcrsists.Although Taiwan has long since 
dropped its claim to be the ' real' ruler 
of the mainland, Peking does consider 
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Taiwan to be part of China - and says 
that it will do so for ever. It insists that 
all other countries pay homage to its 
point of view by refusing to have 
diplomatic relations with Taiwan. In 
recent years a blind eye has been turned 
to other types of relationship, particu­
larly economic ones, but this has al­
ways been on the understanding that 
such relations could be interpreted as 
part of the whole network of economic 
relations with the various parts of China, 
including Hong Kong.Although all has 
been quiet on this front for some con­
siderable period of time, the situation 
as understood and constantly expressed 
in Peking contains a latent threa t to 
the independence of Taiwan which 
could be activated at any time when­
ever the moment might be considered 
by the Chinese leadership to be ripe. 
This is apparently what is happening 
now. 

The whole problem of Taiwan 's 
status is as sensitive as anything can 
be in the whole nexus of Chinese foreign 
policy. As we saw earlier on, China 
attaches the greatest possible impor­
tance to national integrity. Some would 
use the word 'obsession ' to describe 
this, but the importance of this elem ent 
is indeed deeply rooted in Chinese 
history. Hong Kong is considered as 
part of China and has to be restored. 
Once this is accepted in principle, the 
Chinese are prepared to be rela tively 
flexible about the detai ls. British of­
ficials probably would not agree that 
flexible is the right word to describe 
Chinese policy on this issue. But it is 
n ot very long since the problem of 
H ong Kong appeared to be entirely 
intractable, and it seemed that it would 
finally by solved by China cutting the 
Gordian Knot: the People's Liberation 
Army would simply march into Hong 
Kong, as Indonesia did in to East Timor. 
But other counsels prevailed. Britain 
is now open to the charge of abandon­
ing its citizens to the whims of a ruthless 
dictatorship, but there is every reason 
to suppose that Hong Kong's prosper­
ity will be maintained. If the Chinese 
had marched in, the British could n ot 
have defended their colony, but they 
would have been on high moral ground 
on the subjec t of betrayal. 

Hong Kong a Model for Taiwan 
There is n o doubt that in the 

Chinese mind Hong Kong is a model 
for Taiwan. Things can stay as they are 
for a year or two yet, but a t the end 
of the day Taiwan will have to return 
to the fold . The way thi s occurs will 
be up for discussion, and the date may 
be pushed well into the future. Am­
biguity may remain for some consid­
erable time. But for Peking the prin­
ciple is a life-and-death issue. Taiwan 
gave up its claim to the whole of China 
because it had long ago become ridicu­
lous, but it has n ot dared to declare 
its independence. The Chinese now say 
that this could be a casus belli - giving 
them the right to take Taiwan by force. 
In order to show they mean what they 
say they recently closed the Taiwan 
Strait in order to undertake 'missil e 
tes ts'. These were described by a 
knowledgeable observer as "an appar­
ent effort to dissuade the leaders of 
what Peking rega rds as il ren egade 
province from pursuing their efforts 
at winning wider international recog­
nition" . 

China is se rious ab ou t Taiwan. lt 
may be prepared to let the matter res t 
a little longer in the haze of ambiguity, 
but when the chips are down it is a 
m a tter of principle. The rest of the 
world would be well advised to take 
this for a fac t and to refrain from 
provoking Peking on the matter. A 
Chinese invasion of Taiwan would not 
be the walkover that occupat ion of Hong 
Kong would have been. It would 
certainly be a bloody affair. Peking will 
do every thing possib le to avoid such 
a denouement. But th is does not mean 
that it will wave r in its determination 
that Taiwan is an integral part of China 
on the basis of the familiar argument: 
always has been, always w ill be. Gi ven 
that this is the case, taking it by force 
must in the eyes of the leadership in 
Peking - the presen t one at a ny rate 
-remain an option, if the least desirable 
for a ll concerned. 

Courtesy: Swiss l'ress Re11iew. Mr. id n T1cklt> IS its 
Edi tor. 
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UPHOLDING THE COMMON LIFE 
-THE COMMUNITY OF MIRABAl, 
Parita Mukta, Oxford University Press, 
Delhi; 1994; pp.269;Rs.350. 

Reviewed by 
Dr. Usha Thakkar 

Mira is a household name that 
resonates with the tranquility of the 
Bhakti tradition in India. Her bhajans 
are sung with a special kind of fervour 
evoking spiritual sublimity, and yet 
what do we know about Mira? How 
do we have a glimpse of her struggles? 
How did she survive her challenge 
to the ruler's authority? Who kept her 
alive? An analysis (or re-analysis) of 
Mira and her bhakti has been made 
in this book with a refreshingly original 
p erspec tive, not limited by the con­
tours of any particular discipline. 

The author has based her work 
on an examination of the historical 
d a ta av ailable; v isits to the sites 
connec ted with Mira 's name and an 
attempt to interact with them in daily 
routines, in homes and work places. 
The book traverses the time of Mir.a 
through the colonial and nationalist 
period to the present showing the 
diverse social and cultural meanings 
which have arisen in different epochs 
around the figu re of Mira. 

The conjoining of the figure of 
Mira to the histories of an elite lit-
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erary tradition, to a high Hinduism, 
and to a high cultural form, were all 
processes initiated by nineteenth and 
twentieth century interpreters. Within 
all these, the Mira of the people, the 
Mira who lived as a symbol of social 
emancipation for various classes in 
Rajasthan and Saurashtra, remained 
mute. This work, in the author's words, 
"attempts tore tum Mira to recognisable 
communities and solidarities and it 
attempts to place Mira's history within 
the history of a collective cultural 
revolt, and within the context of a 
collective struggle for social eman­
cipation, thus divesting Mira of the 
isolation imposed upon her by a large 
number of writers from Priyadas' time 
to today". 

Mira's history is not documented, 
her name is not a revered name in 
Rajasthan (because she challenged the 
authority of the princely ruler and 
flaunted the social norms ofbehaviour 
of a wife and a widow!) there is little 
written or recorded which can throw 
light on her life, philosophy and impact. 
The author makes the oral sources, 
Mira bhajans the basis of inquiry. The 
Mira bhajan tradition ~ontains within 
itself, and in its articulation, strong 
traces of the past, and traces of the 
way in which this particular tradi­
tion came into being, in a sphere of 
life which is separate from the dominant 
one. 

The words as well as the singers 
are important to her. To use her words: 
"In this work, I give shape, form, and 
content to Mira, not through an analysis 
of verses delivered from textual 
collections - but through the place 
Mira holds within the articulations 
of very specific peasant and artisan 
communities in Rajasthan and Gujarat 
today" . From the sensitively handled 
research, Mira emerges not as a lone 
bhakta, an isolated creator of verses, 
or a renouncer, but as living within, 
and contributing to the formation of 
a community of Mirabai . 

In India, kinship and caste provides 
the basis for community formation. 

In addition to these, there is the element 
of Bhakti which also provides a different 
but important form of community 
association. It is not based on caste 
or defined sexual roles, but is based 
on a conscious choice. This community 
takes within its fold persons who are 
not acceptable to (so called) resp ectable 
society and who dare to differ from 
and challenge the mainstream ways 
of thinking and living. After doing 
the required examination ofMirablmjans 
(their words and m od es of singing), 
the author find s tha t those wh o belon g 
to the community of Mirabai are persons 
who experience and get a sense of 
articulation by Mira bhajans. These 
experiences are of those who have 
been widowed, who have experienced 
the tying of an unwanted marital knot, 
of untouchability and of those red uced 
to seek alms. This community ofMirabai 
has provided the supp ort necessary 
for keeping Mira's m em ory alive . It 
has given what was d enied to her 
by the Rajput community, and to a 
lesser extent, denied to her by the 
es tablished religiou s traditions. 

Mira, the people's Mira , is nei­
ther a romantic heroine nor a dei fied 
goddess. The core of h er life is in 
her rejection of princely socie ty, and 
her es tabli shment of a life of affinity 
with pilgrims and comm oners in her 
pursuit of a relationship with Krishna . 
The author successfully es tabli shes 
strong links of Mira Bhakti with the 
dalit communities, the weavers, the 
leather workers , the swee p ers, 
pastoralists and persons from the 
agragrian ord er in Rajas th an and 
Gujarat. She studies their hi s torical 
background, economic and cu ltural 
traditions, and socia l values and find s 
that for the deprived, Mira is a p erson 
to oppose feudal and cas te n orms 
and to protes t aga ins t socially im­
posed marital relation ship . 

Three m·ain s trands em erge out 
of the community of Mirabai - the 
attack on Rajput p olitica l auth ority, 
the defiance of p atri archa l no rms of 
marri age, and the a tt ack on the cas te 
sys tem . They acquire different forms 
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ac or ing to geographical and social 
location. In Mewar and Marwar, it 
is Mira the rebel, who gives to the 
community standing up against the 
feudal expression. In Saurashtra, in 
the villages and towns around Dwarka, 
lvlira':, s uffe ring under the rule of the 
Rana is acknowledged, and her 
challenge to it is vindicated- but the 
central feat ure of the Saurashtrian 
bhajans is an exploration of the position 
of Mira the mendicant, Mira the exile. 

The author examines the nature 
of Rajput dharma and other notions 
connec ted with it; and rightly points 
out that women formed an important 
bu lwark in the perpetuation ofRajput 
dharma . Mira was seen as a threat to 
the prestige of the whole clan, be­
ca use she spurned the authority of 
the husband and the ruler. Our attention 
is drawn to a very important fact that 
Mira's bhakti must be seen essentially 
as enunciating the principle of love 
in an age and socie ty marked by war, 
vendet ta and the rising power of the 
s tate. 

In a socie ty where marriage was 
a means of declaring an end to vendetta 
and of forg ing political alliancP.s, it 
IS rema rkable to find that Mira s tood 
up against the subjec tion of women 
to the se rvice of powerful and mili­
taristic patriarchs. She claims a righ t 
to her own sp iritual relationship and 
rejects the given social role, hitherto 
a priv il ege granted only to the male 
blwktns . The p eople's Mira is a s trug­
gling bein g, s truggling to forge re­
lationships which break through the 
barrie rs o f cas te and class and a forced 
marriage relationship . This struggle 
has been held in the bhajans over the 
years, and it has been articulated and 
re-articu lated through them. 

Attemp ts h ave been made by the 
twentie th cen tury interpreters o f Mira 
includingGandhi,comingfrom within 
the li te rat i to reconcile the socia lly 
ordained rela tionship (th e Ran a as 
husband) with the spiritual relation­
ship (with Krishna as the beloved) . 
Candh1 p ortrays Mira as someone 
who through he r s toicism won over 
her opp ressor- rather than as a woman 
who had le ft her oppressor to find 
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a more meaningful alternative. This 
was important to him in his attempt 
to balance both revolt and submis­
sion in the days of the freedom struggle. 
A critique of Gandhi's views on women 
is presented here by analysing his 
image of Mira as a figure who rec­
onciled the Rana's authority to the 
love for Krishna. 

The intellectuals, singers, paint­
ers, film-makers and other artistsha ve 
given different dimensions to Mira, 
creating different pictures of Mira as 
a beautiful princess, as a romantic 
woman, as an ideal lover of Krishna. 
The growth of the mass media and 
commercial art driven by the logic 
of profit-making do not care for the 
inner being but emphasise gross 
physicality . Mira in films, radio , 
cassettes and calenders is thus a far 
cry from the people's Mira. Interest­
in gly, Mira appropriated by artis ts 
aligned to national upsurge is also 
very far from Mira' s community. This 
Mira garbed in white with h e r head 
covered and ektara in hand presents 
a picture of a pure widow of upper 
cas te. This picture is popular wi th 
the middle class. 

The book s tands out as a bril­
liant piece of research, which is 
delightfully readab le. The author' s 
reference to the origina l sources, her 
incisive analysis of some of Mira's 
bhajans (translations by the author) 
and the data collec ted by the field 
work lend depth to the research. The 
reader would discover with the author 
a new way of knowing Mira, and 
would mos t probably agree with the 
author tha t Mira is "alive amids t the 
bhajniks, unviolated by self or the 
enemy, travelling, s inging in a com­
munity drawn from those on the fringes 
of soc iety . It is a resilient community, 
which has provided shelter and refuge 
to all those rejected by dominant 
society." 

DR. USHA THAKKER is Professor and Head 
of the Department of Political Science in th e 
SNDT Women's University, Bombay. 

NATIONALISM, SECULARISM, 
AND COMMUNALISM by Sarto 
Esteves; South Asia Publications, 
Delhi 110 052; 1995; pp. 292; Rs. 480. 

Reviewed by 
Maj.Gen. E. D'Souza 

The confused political situation 
sweeping the country today as it pre­
pares for the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
Elections, and the posturing for posi­
tion and seats is basically a straight"' 
contest between the forces of Hindutva 
represented by the BJP, and secular 
parties mainly the Congress, JD and 
Marxists. One may even venture into 
the realm of a caste war between the 
basically high caste composition of the 
BJP, and the OBCs led by Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, Kanshi Ram and Laloo 
Prasad Yadav. Perhaps the greatest 
threat to India's Secular Constitution 
which has withstood the test of time 
is the narrow Hindutva outlook of the 
BJP /Shiv Sen a, the political front of the 
RSS/VHP and it's militant wing the 
Bajrang Dal. The consequences of such 
a combine coming to power sends 
danger signals to the Constitution of 
India and its minorities, more so the 
18 million Christians spread thinly over 
the length and breadth of the country, 
nowhere in any perceptible strength 
s trong en ough to influence the out­
com e. 

Sarto Esteves who need s no intro­
duction to readers of the Examiner, New 
LeaderofMadras, theHeraldofCaicutta, 
Coastal Observer and Secular Citizen of 
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Mumbai, Indian Currents New Delhi, 
and Church Publications in Goa, has 
done a great service to the minority 
community by producing this timely 
publication, and not a day too soon. 
That it should be read by all minorities 
at this critical juncture cannot be 
doubted, to understand fully the dan­
gers confronting them. 

In this well researched book 
·obviously written after painstaking 
research, and an on-going interest in 
the political scenarios as evidenced from 
his penetrative and timely articles and 
books, Sarto spells out in pathological 
clarity our bounden resp on sibility as 
responsible citizens of India to elect a 
broad minded secular government 
whose concern covers all communities 
and India' s many minorities, a 
government that will ensure that all 
comrnw1ities live in peace and harmony. 
The importance of the community to 
exercise its franchise in the forthcoming 
elections is also emphasized. 

The author's credibility to write 
such a serious work is manifest in his 
true nationalism, total respect for the 
Constitution which he feels should not 
be tampered with and his frequent 
forays into journalism. More than that 
he is a committed Christian and proud 
of it. In this book he proves that it is 
more than possible for the twain, one's 
faith and Indianness, meet. He has 
examined and dissected with surgical 
precision the s ubtle nuances of 
nationalism, secularism and 
communalism, their inter relation in 
Indian polity, and the linkage to our 
well framed Constitution which was 
the effort of basically the majority 
community. To say that it was drafted 
to cater expressly for the minorities is 
disproved, much as the BJP /VHP 
would like to think. It is obvious from 
the bibliography in which 70 sources 
have been tapped, that Sarto has cast 
his net far and wide to project his 
a rg uments and views. His logical 
approach becomes manifest in the 
manner he has structured his book, 
beginning with religion and religious 
comm unttt es, nati ona lism and 
Hindui sm, Indian secularism, the 
divisive, destructive and disintegrating 
nature of communalism as exemplified 
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by the Babri Masjid demolition and the 
Bombay riots, political parties and 
religious ideologies, the ruling party's 
a ttitude on religion, caste and the meqia, 
the importance to the future of India, 
its integrity and cohesion as a nation, 
Hindurashtraas advocated by the BJP I 
RSS/VHP /Bajrang Dal and vandalism, 
and the need for a civilisation of love. 

Here are some random picking!­
from this valuable work : 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

By no stretch of imagination can 
one link loyalty , nationalism and 
patriotism to religion. 

Minorities are not foreigners as the 
BJP try to portray. 

Citizenship of India cannot be 
linked with religious belief as the 
BJP combine tries to projec t to 
India's illiterate masses. 

There can be no doubt that plu­
rality represents unity in diversity 
in India, a fact of his tory. Chris­
tianity came to India in the 4th 
century; Islam in the 6th century, 
Sikhism and Zoroastrianism there­
after. 

This work is the ideal to get a ·. 
better understanding of our rights en­
shrined in the directive principles of 
the Constitution, the Indian interpre­
tation of the oft misunderstood term 
'secularism', some pertinent aspects of 
the Constitution of India applicable to 
the minorities, and the madness of 
communalism as manifest during and 
after the Ayodhya conflagration. 

The language used by the author 
is readable though there is a tendency 
to be too repetitive but this is under­
s tandable in the author's anxiety to 
emphasize and highlight the inherent 
and lurking dangers of communalism 
and disrespect of our Constitution. 

Every committed Indian should 
invest in this publication to conscientize 
the electorate on these three aspects of: 
Nationalism, Secularism and Commu­
nalism. 

MAJ. GEN. E. D'SOUZA (Retd.) is a regular 
contributor to Freedom -First. 

IN THE VANGUARD OF FREEDOM 
- ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF MINOO 
MASANI edited by K. S. Ven­
kateswaran, published by the Minoo 
Masani 90th Birthday Felicitation 
Committee, Bombay; Tata Press Ltd., 
414, Veer Savarkar Marg, Mumbai 25; 
1995; pp.l23; Rs. 295. 

Reviewed by 
Dr- R. Srinivasan 

When Mi.noo Masani was eighty 
friends and admirers go t together and 
celebrated the event by presenting him 
a volume of essays in his honour titled 
Freedom and Dissent . A decade later 
another distinguished group of fellow 
labourers in the service of freedom, 
rights and democracy h ave remem­
bered the Nestor of Indian politics, and 
honoured him once again, rededica t­
ing themselves to the ideals that Masani 
has been fighting for a very long period. 
It is rarely that people in our country 
not in a posi tion of au thority are re­
membered and felicitated, a tribute not 
only to the enduring work and pres­
ence of Masani but also the deep re­
spect that he draws from people from 
various walks of life. 

A numbe r of friend s sprea d in 
several countries have joi11ed i.n writ­
ing about their memories of him and 
on causes dear to him. Cushrow Irani, 
Soli Sorabjee were close to him and 
joined him in battling the Emergency, 
in fighting the obnoxious laws of cen­
sorship and in he lping to keep the flame 
of protest th at JP had kindled during 
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those dark days. In those troubled 
months, Masani along with Goenka 
was at his fighting fit and the accounts 
remain one of the minor important 
events in the battle for rights. Both 
Sorabjee and Irani recount the days 
with great nostalgia. Unfortunately, the 
occasion presented to Zareer Masani 
to write about his father has evoked 
the briefest piece and we have lost an 
opportunity to learn more on the 
paternal and domestic side of Masani. 
One hopes that he would write a longer 
account at some future date to satisfy 
our curiosity of an aspect of Minoa so 
little known. 

It is sad to comment that we have 
no accounts at all of the Socialist days 
or even of the days of the Swatantra 
Party clearly illustrating the evanes­
cence of public memory even of things 
not very ancient. In both periods Masani 
played a very important role and we 
are compelled to depend upon his two 
volumes of autobiography. Recollec­
tions of this period by others would 
have been valuable. 

A number of foreign friends who 
had made a common cause in fighting 
against what then was regarded as the 
spec tre of communism and of Soviet 
designs testify to the great qualities of 
Masani's commitment to rights and 
democratic values. Peter Sagar in a 
most perceptive and studied contribu­
tion reiterates the values for which he 
and his colleagues stood for and which 
need reiteration. 

Ian Tickle in his Swiss Press Review 
fought for the same cause as did Masani 
in his Freedom First and in a brief essay 
reminds us that the task that they set 
upon themselves "has not been com­
pleted, will never be completed. The 
destructions of the Soviet Union was 
but a milestone along a never-ending 
road." Melvin Lasky reminds us that 
the exact truth of the culpability of 
Alger Hiss had to wait for nearly forty 
years to be established beyond doubt 
from the archives behind the iron 
curtain. This ex tremly fascinating ac­
count will unfortunately make little 
sense to the new generation to whom 
Hiss will mean nothing, and Whittakar 
Chambers even less. 

January-March 1996 

Many of the pieces refer to con­
temporary politics and the unheeding 
of the Cassandra warnings of Masani. 
Palkhivala with his customary felicity 
reminds us of both the enormous po­
tentialities that our country has for 
economic development and the oppor­
tunities that were missed by a leader­
ship in the spell of obfuscating ideolo­
gies. We are worried of the entire com­
munication media in the international 
sphere gradually coming under the vice­
like grip of a few conglomorate which 
will make a people liberated from the 
incumbus of Soviet Communism to fall 
a prey to another deoderising sopoforic 
and make us all rota-eaters (Leonard 
R. Sussmann). 

The very first contibution by Alan 
A. Walters raises some uncomfortable 
questions. Commenting on the 
phenomenal growth of Hong Kong 
during the last few decades in terms 
of economic achievement and the 
quality of life, Walters wonders if there 
is a case for right government. " ... I 
believe that democratic institutions 
immeasurably enrich all our lives. But 
democracy is no guarantee against 
dirigiste socialism, tyranny or 
totalitarianism, nor progress. I contend 
that those who seek both liberty and 
prosperity, should ensure that the State's 
control over economic life is light. To 
coin a new, if inelegant, adage: "light 

... It is true that we are called a democ­
racy, for the administration is in the hands of 
the many and not of the few. But while the 
law secures equal justice to all alike in their 
private disputes, the claim of excellence is 
also recognised; and when a citizen is in any 
way distinguished, he is preferred to the public 
service, not as a matter of privilege, but as 
the reward of merit. Neither is poverty a bar, 
but a man may benefit his country whatever 
be the obscurity of his condition. There is no 
exclusiveness in our public life , and in our 
private intercourse we are not suspicious of 
one another nor angry with our neighbour if 
he does what he likes; we do not put on sour 
looks at him which, though harmless, are not 
pleasant. While we are thus unconstrained in 
our private intercourse, a spirit of reverence 
prevades our public acts; we are prevented 
from doing wrong by respect for authority and 
for the laws, having an especial regard for 
those which are ordained for the protection 
of the injured as well as those unwritten laws 
which bring upon the transgresser of them 

is right" . When we iecall that the other 
Tiger, Taiwan leads in industrial 
pollution, in the waters of rivers 
polluted beyond retrieval tha t the 
production of agriculture ha s 
plummetted rapidly and that it has 
become a nation of assembly liners, 
assembling what is imported we 
wonder. Also when the leadership in 
Singapore talks of an Asian version of 
democracy of rights, and censors 
newspapers, we wonder whe ther 
Masani would like to live in these 
countries at all. 

The editor's essay furthers the 
theme of Walters by arguing against 
Gokhale that good government may be 
preferable to self-government. The 
presumption is that colonial govern­
ments particularly were good. He ci tes 
Africa, forgetting that if there are 
massacres today between triba ls, the 
Germans in South EastAfrica decimated 
one quarter of the tribe, that the Belgian 
Congo was bled white with no control 
and in Kenya the best lands were taken 
over for coffee and the natives were 
compelled to sc rounge for food; 
similarly in South Africa. Many would 
prefer the s tatement attributed to 
Pericles which was subscribed in the 
Festshriftto Masani on his 80th birthday. 
(See Box below) . 
MR. R. SRINIVASAN is associate Editor of 
Freedom First. 

the reprobation of the general sentiment ... 
We are lovers of the beautiful , yet simple in 
our tastes, and we cultivate the mind without 
loss of manliness. Wealth we employ, not for 
talk and ostentation , but when there is a real 
use for it. To avow poverty with us is no 
disgrace; the true disgrace is in doing nothing 
to avoid it. An Athenian citizen does not ne­
glect the state because he takes care of his 
own household; and even those of us who 
are engaged in business have a very fair idea 
of politics. We alone regard a man who takes 
no interest in public aHairs, not as a harmless, 
but as a useless character; and if few of us 
are originators, we are all sound judges of 
a policy. The great impedient to action is, in 
our opinion, not discussion, but the want of 
that knowledge which is gained by discus­
sions preparatory to action. For we have a 
peculiar power of thinking before we act, and 
of acting too, whereas other men are cou­
rageous from ignorance but hesitate upon 
reflection .... 
Speech of Pericles attributed by Thucydides 
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