


Professor M. P. Rege
24.01.1924 - 28.12.2000

ln the passing away of Professor M. P Rege, Malrarashtra
and all those who cherish libcral values in our country have lost

a {riend, philosopher and guide.

Professor Meghasyanr Pu nda-

lik Rege graduated from the
Elphinstone College in Mumbai and
took his Master's degree in
Philosophy from the Bombay

' University. A scholarship fronr the
i British Council in 1959 errabled lrinr

J to spend a year in Oxford to continue
I ni. studies in Philosophy.
I

His teaching career spanned
over thirty years, a large part of which was spent at the Kirti
College in Mumbai. A{ter retiring from the teaching profession
he spent the next 16 years {rom 1984 to 2000, first as as Vice
President and later President of Pradnya Pathshala in Wai. He
was also the Chairman of the Vishwakosh Mandal and edited
the well-known magazine Navbharat. This was a period when
he was very closely associated with Tarkateerth Laxnranshastri
Joshi who was Chairman of the Marathi Viswakosh project.

A high point of his career was a special project funded
by the Ford Foundation to bring about a dialogue between Western
Philosophers and traditional lndian Pandits, through a number
of sessions conducted at various places in lndia. He was a good
moderator translating into Sanskrit wlrat the Western Philosophers
had to say and putting into English lrom Sanskrit the lndian Pandits'
response. At the time of his death he was engaged in a study of
Buddhism.

Many of us came in close touch witlr when lre took over
as editor oI New Quesl, afier the denrise of Professor A. B. Shah
who lrad founded the journal. Professor Rege was the recipient
of many honours, notably the Maharashtra Foundation's Award
for eminent thinkers and the Konkan Sahitya Bhushan Award.

Professor Rege was a Liberal in the best sense of that
term. Very recently he was asked about his expectation fron'r
the younger generation. He replied, inter-alia:

"lt is not pro;lei for old nre rt lo irrrl;osc atty ex1-rcclaiiorts
on the yourrger generation arrd thus iranrper their treedorl to
live the way they want to. I only hope that they are not urrmindful
of the opportunities that have conre their way, whiclr men and
women of my generation never had. They are living in a world in
which krrowledge and technology are expanding alnrost withot-tt
any bounds and they can actively shape the luture course of this
world if they equip themselves to do so with the requisite
knowledge. Ai the same time, they must never forget the fact,
that almost halJ the population of lndia lives below the poverty
line and tlrat, scierrtific:rnd teclrrrological advances will be a nrere
mockery, if they are not used to alleviate huntart n'risery ancl help
nren ancl wonren live lralrpV arrd clicinificci lrvcs."

n """ ^{ i"'"_ "'^ l^i : ' l lr' r'' 
',rrtt'lvrt

hurnanity, lre was a civilizing inf luence orr ;rll tlrose wlro catrte.irr
toLrch wilh him. He has left a void bLrt his liaqi'ant mcrnory will
be cherished for a lorrq, lorrq tirre.

Dr. S. Ambirajan
1 9.01.1936 - 04.02.2001

Dr. S. Ambirajan, Professor of Economics, is no more
He passed away in Chennai on February 4,2001.

He belonged to a family of
sclrolars. His father, Mr, K, R.

Srinivasa lyengar was a renowned
scholar and poet. Dr. Anrbirajan's
first research degree, M.A.(Hons.) in
1957 was followed by a Ph.D. in 1961

from Arrdhra University. He went to
England to study at the University o{
Manchester in 1959. Here he held
the Bank of England Houblon-
Norman Research fellowship and the

Hallsworth Research fellowship with distinction, taking a doctoral
degree from the University of Manchester as well in 1964.

He taught economics in Australia for 12 years before
deciding to return to lndia in 1981 as Professor at the lndian
lnstitute of Technology, Chennai. He retired from the lnstitute irr
1996. When he passed away he was Honorary Professor, Madras
School of Economics.

My association with Dr. Ambirajan began in the early
nineiies when he was in the l.l.T Madras. He not only wrote for
Freedom Frrst but over the years monitored its contents and would
tell me where I was going wrong and suggest correctives. When
the lndian Liberal GroLrp was fornred I invited him to join the
group. He replied: "lt has been my policy not to join forrnally
any groups except professional associations because that iies
me down robbing me oJ freedom o{ expression. I am not saying
that it is tlre best way o{ looking at things. lt suits nre. However
as lvalue what the group is aiming at, I am making a token
coniribuiiorr which I hope will be accepted." He sent a cheque
for Rs.400 which was equal to the initia! subscription o1 an Active
Member. We respected his wishes by not asking him to fill up a
form but we considered him a member nevertheless.

Thus the lndian Liberal Group at its meeting in Chennai
on February 11 adopted the following resolution:

"ln the sad demise ol Dr. S. Ambirajan, the lndian Liberal
GroLrlr lras lost an enrinent rlerrrber. An erudite schoiar, a fearless
critic with no arrimosity towards anyone, arr affable, gerrial atrd

a highly cr.rltured person, Dr. Anrbirajan, was a contrnitted and

earnest Liberal arrd a pillar of strength to the lndian Liberal GroLtp.

The lndiarr Liberal GroLrp cherislres lris memory arrd places

on record his work in promoting the Liberal philosophy. Without
doubt he greatly added to the ILG's credibility and prestige.

This meeting of the nrembers oI ihe lndian Liberal Group

cleeply nrourn hts Ltrttitnely ltassirtg away atrd corrvey their heartfelt
ancl sirrcere conclolences to Mrs. Anrbrraiarr artd other tlrettrbers
cf hel fanril'l cn tlrcir irrcparab!c loss.

ln the next issue of Freeclotn First we shall carry a tribute

tct tltis otttstartclingl Liberal, hy his sister Dr. Prerrta NttttdakLrrnar'

I
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Arvind A. Deslrpande S. V. Rajti
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BETWEEN OURSELVES...
The distribution of the last issue was disrupted by the postal strike. while

in some metropolitan cities we had copies distributed through courier agencies,
others had to wait till the postal strike was called off. Consequenfly information
concerning the next cover feature was received late by a large number of readers.
We therefore decided to postpone the feature "Penalising Honesty in the Land
of Gandhi" to October to coincide with Gandhi Jayanti. Please send in your
contribution for this feature by August 31.

For this issue we substituted instead a cover story on the Armed Forces
and invited Major General E. D'Souza to write on the goings on in the Armed
Forces. Then came the killer earthquake in Gujarat. And then, in less than a
fortnight came the big spectacle in Mumbai - the lnternational Fleet Review. ln
all three, the presence of the Armed Forces was larger than life and we decided
that we would deal with all three in this cover feature on the Armed Forces.

Our Next Cover Feature
THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION

. The WTO seems to have become a favourite whipping boy for any
or all ilts in our economy. The effo( in this cover story will be to get those
who know, to explain what the WTO is and its impact on our economy.

Last Date for receiving your contribution: Monday, April 16, 2001

We accept contributions by post, fax and Email: freedom@vsnl.com
or on a diskette (Microsoft Word format).

Subscription Renewal: lf you have not renewed your subscription for 2001 , please
do so immediately on reading this reminder.

Bimonthly Fund: Nothing new to report. The Bi-monthly is still as far away as it
was towards the end of last year.

This issue is of 68 pages of which 29 comprise book reviews. The additional
pages were made possible thanks to a contribution from a generous friend who
does not wish to be named.
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Editor
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"The deep ntoans round n'ith ntanv voices. Come, m1'friends

'Tis ttot too late to seek a new'er world" - Tetutyson

-Ihe absence of coordinatiot'l is repetrtedll'
illtrstrated whenever and rvherever disaster strikes in
lndia.

Mai.Gen. Manieet Singh, GOC, U.['.Area,
Tlrc SturLlny T'intes ol'Irrdic, Januarl' 2E

We c;rn do rrothing to stop eartltquakes and
hurricanes, btr t n'e carr redtlce eltrrironrnetttal
degradation.Let us not behave as badly as ttature does.

Sn'arninathan S. A. Ait'ar,
7'1rc Swulary'finres of lrrrlin, January 28

What Bhuj and the area around recluire are
rescuers... What it is gettirrg are politicians ol1 al'l

inspection tour.

Busl'bce, Afttrtuton Despatclt tt Courier, Fcbruary I

We salute Indian Army, Police, Irublic and our
courltry. We hate corrupt, cor\/ard and dirty politiciarrs.

A banner displavetl by residents of
Maninagar, Ahmedabar'I, Orrllooi', Ft'brua11, 

.lQ

While our nren were struggling to rescue the
trapped sLrr\/ivors, the police, home gLlards ancl
nrr-rnicipal babr.rs coverecl their 11()ses u'ith
hanclkerchiefs.

r\ scrtior arnrv oil.i<:cr, ()rrllt,,t/', FcbruarV l()

The state government prerhaps dt'res not even
knrlrv of our existence. No one has visitecl our village
till date to take stock of the situation.

Naveenbhni Mehta, a local grain tlcaler
irr thr.r'ill:rrir. of Irrtllrni rcar Rhrri.

I ttttl,t,! Ji,,l,ril,rrv lq

We c'lidn't have sol'rhistit::.rted eryuiPnrerrt or au

idea of sLlch rescue operatiorrs, vve dug up tLulrrels Llsing
()Llr ()wll judgen.rent and saved nrany lives. \,Ve rvere
surprrised that people had no faith in the civil
;rdn'rirristration ancl reposed trlrst in us.

Nark Srrbctlar (.-. I'. UpatlIr,itt,, ( )tt1lrrrr/., [it'|rp111v1, ]t1

Nrrtlrirtrl lt.1\ ( ()ntr, lri,tn llti' ;oi r't'nttit'ttt, l)i'()|l('
,r,. tr,;irLiir!.rlili'tih lit, lit:,rl'.i':, t,'l;t,,i ,.i, 'i' ) 1

,irrillt,',i i't i,rr iittrs r',,itttri,l \, (rlj('r( ir'>.

Atiinr a lnrnr lalrirrrrcr, anrl Sulainian l{i'hriran a lincnratr
rvillr tlrr' (,rrjarrt l lt't trit ill, lio,rrtl, 5rrkhprrr villaril

ttt'rr liltttl. //rr'l!,r'l' I ll,rtt,ttt tr

Thcy (a Sn'iss resctre teanr) refusecl fo<-r!-l arlLl

accomll-lodation and rushed to the rescue, evell
preferrirrg t() stay with those rendered honteless.

I lari Dusai, an NRI coordinating re'sctre operations,
'l lv \n'/er:k, Februarr, I1

Many emprloyees including officers were arr/av
()n acc()Llnt of three consecuti\/e holidays begintrin.g
l{epublic Day. Commurlication u'as thrown lravrvire
after the quake. Ilence it trlok tinre to put onr irct
together.

Cuiarat Chicf l\,linistcr Keshutrhai Patcl.
T lrc l"lcek, Fe bruart, I I

For thousands it was too late.

Anosh N4alekar, Corrcsponclent of
The Week, Febrtrarl' .l 

1

Gujarat is trying to live again because people who
built it lvith erlterprise n'on't let it die of despair.

Sudeep Chakravarti, Indin'l'tulnr1, February l2

We have beerr warrrirlg tlle administration since
1995 about these buildings. BLrt rve couldrl't break the
llexlls of land sharks, politicians and officials.

Kirtibhai Khatri, Editor, Kutclt Milru,l\hu1,
citt'cl in lttdt,t 'l-rrdnrl, Fc'lrruarr' 1-l

There are three kinds of officials rvho thrive
tunrler Keshubhai - those \vho are favoured bv the chief
nlinister's fan'rily, those n'ho are rec()nlnlel1decl lrv the
IiSS and those lvho ntanoge the cl'rief secretar)'.

A Minister in thc Gujarat governrlrent,
I't'!i: 1 " I rr' I:,1'rrr r" rl

The havoc wrought
Situation

['opula titrrr tr f fectecl

Districts
Villages
l lunran cleaths
Irrjtut'tl
Ilottst's cttllaPsetl
i.rlll,'l)...rllrs

by the Gujarat Earthqtrakc
as on Fcbrr]ary 7

3.76 crores
2t

8,792
l(r,4fi()

1 I I ttlnt,-t+t --,

2,)t:"t)06
r ( a -alr' ) I

I I:.lirrr.rt,,,l lrrs: ol t)rot)(,r'lr. lis..3.50() ( t'trt't's I
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To Smoke or Not to Stnoke

'l'u'o fricncls, both Liberals, both trtrn-srtrokers, have

prote'sted the proposed ban on tobacco advertising, but
for diffr-rent reasons. Louella Lobo Prabhu's obiections
art'practical - sports n'ill suffer bccause of the loss of
sponsorship of sports. Also, goverumetrt's krss t,I revL'lllrc.

In hcr column in IJtr.sirrtrss'fodnrl , Scetha surells a

sirrister motive. Quarrtitative restrictions on tobacco
proclncts r.r'ill bc rcntot'ed on April l, 200 l. There rvill
be rrnrestricted c-ntry' of forciS;n [.rr;rnds anri this could
hit ricsi corupatries like' ITC, Codfrcl' I'hilips antl Vazir
Sultan Tobacco! So thcy lobbied r'vith the governtnent ttr

ban advertisc'nrents. "How rl'ill ncw errtrants ever get irrtcr

the nlarkc't if they arL. not able to advertise?" asks Scetha.
"So it's good old crolly capitalism at n'ork hcrc'. Thc state
has snccumbc'cl to pressurc fror-n the big dacldics of the
tobaccrt r.r'orld to 61t:1i, 5,mtlkers choice" she r'or.rllreJes.

fJc.rth thcrefore oppos? the ban. Apart fri,m the fact
that such he,bits dcl not disirppcar becanse'of legislativc
action, such bans are counterproductive. What is proposed
ttr be Lranned is 'dve'rtising cicarettes and not cigarctte
51111rking itself. r ridiculor-rs m()\'e. As Louella Lobtr
I'rabhu savs "Genc'rallv those n'ho rt'ant to smoke or
drink, do so L-:r'cause thel' 11,;1,11 to and llot bccausc some
cigarettc companv is sponsoring the garne... the fact is thc'
State cannot plav the lrann)'or policeman to thc rvhole
p.r1rpsl;rIiirrr." \/cry tnrc.

i\lscr Libe'rals ()pp()sc bans trnlcss tltcrc is s()nre ver)'

tjrave reas(.)n, onc lvhich threatens libcrtl, itself. Bans not
onlv nrilit^te agaiust tht' libcrty of thc irrdiviciual but alstr
rarely achieve their purpose. Thev only snccced in driving
the barrned iten.r or practice trrrdergrourrd. I'trblic
ec-lucation and not banning is thc Libcral rva;', almost
,r] ti .ii :..

Statc Promotion of Partisan Wceklies

Soure 1,ca1s ago, ill this cttlttmtr rtre look strong
objcction to the comnrlurist-lcd govcrnment in Kerala
conrpclling panchayats in that statc to btt,v thc clrnrpletc
n,orks oi CPM lcaclcr thc latc E. M. S. Nanrboodiripacl.
lI is rrot tltc Statc's ttusittcss ttt prtttrtptt' p1rtr,, Iii31'1.,t','.
\Ai,'111.11' takr'issrrt'rvitlr tlr,'r.tlrrt-;rtiotr rl,'partnrcnt of thr'
(,'ri r, 1l ,' ..r,t,t1)r,,,,f . ;'., '!i,' i., ",',i l.r ti-,.
( ()tltllli\iorr'r.rl,',rl flrri.rr'.rl .rsLirt.,, s, lr,,,,ls l,r -trlrs, tilrl
[r t :-,1,1 1,,,,,,r,,rn li55 rvet,l.i,\' l r t.nrr tlrt. gr,ur ts t irr'; r'r'r t'l r r', 1

fronr tlic str tt. rqovcrn nrr.n t. Tlr r' ci rctrln i tL'lls tlrt' schools
lll,)tlilg('lllItlf\ l)r)\\'l() I'o,llrortl srtlrsr'ril.irtlt, l,r lltis ir,ttrrt,tl
lit'sltorrtlirr,' to 1r1i,l1',-ls Irr,( lrrisii;rn ()lil,lnis,llirrtrs rrt tlrc

-Lhc. Llmo has cohc.'tI&, .
rla.lrul 9a1at

-t o falk ."f mztty tTin$s:
of s}oas-ana Ships- 

e

^ - AnA wJi$vax-
of caDaDaqas -

arta }:ilgs-"

Statc, thc statc c'ducation minister rcfused to h;rvt: thc
circtrlar r.r'ithdrawn saying that the circular did not conrpr'l
schools to subscribe." If any school does not like thc. iclea,
it simplv carr ignore thc circnlar" adding "After all it is
not fi'rr thc first time that \\/e arc issuing such a circrrlar."
That Madanr (the ministc'r is Ms. Anandiben I)atel) is not
the point. No organisation is likely to treat lightly circtrlars
issued by the state. The fact that this has been done before
(it is not clear if the Hon. Minister is re'ferring to her olvn
govcrnnrcnt 61 [1r prcvious govcrlll'l'lents) is nr) c\cusc.
It is n'rong in principle. What magazines or books its
sttrdents should read should bc largell' left to the teachers
- not evcn to the managements, n'hich ofterr toadv to
rr'errlthy clontlrs in arlditiorr to govcrnmcrrt authtrritics.

Dealing, with the Bunncsc Junta

In irrtcrnational rclations it is of tcn a painftrl
rrecessity ttr maintain diplomatic ties u'ith a clictatolship.
l'hat is not the same thing as salring that such ties urc'atr

approval of strch a system of gove'mmcnt. I-Iuman riglrts
art' transnational and its violation itr ortc colttttrt' is a i-itrst'
1(rl .r)liLr'itl itt i,tl-,ci (-rrLiil[]ic). I lcti.c llrt' ltti.ili.lli.''r,,1
Conrrnissicrrr on I lttt.natr l(ights.

As lr'e go to press conlcs thc Iren's of a tharving
of Inclia's rclations r.vith Myaumar (Br-rrma). Wc trtrst that
this clocs not rnc-an giving Llp ()n pressurc to rclcasc Aung
Srrn Suu Kyi u'ho has becn ttndcr housc arrest after lrcr
pnrtv sn'ept thc polls r11anv vcars agr-r. Incidcntally a joker,
a frrrnrcr (iongrcssnratr tttrt.irrtl Trirtar-rrr"rl .ttld Il()\\' a

rninistu'irr thc lrxtcnral ,Af tairs l\4irtistrv cir'lt'rt,lrng tht'
Ir rvcrl) r'rrt'n t's rlr'r-isi, rn to tttt'tt Ll,Jil'l,,nrlr t i,- i,'rlr:t"' rVi tl-r

rl.rtl,rir*,'l l-lt'r'r,r r ;rrr,l ir, lrrr', r(,' tlr,',',rv,'rlrrlrr'lri

It) tl,. l)t.,Plr'. \\'heli'tliil 1't,tr i;r:t tlt:tt

I)irtv tltat r',rl tlr,' sir|p,,rl of tlrc'ptrrplc
r,tlir',,1,', tiottr s, \l)tr, \rr,i)rs,lJr, r r' ;ts ti,'ttil'il
,rti,.'r r\rtrril 5iilt :-ur1 11., i is l'L irirrti l'.ri':l

li'rc,:tlortt I,-it-sl .lotr Lt,.tt t'-Ilan'lt 2()() l



Fortunately, with Mr. Jaswant Singh as External Affairs
Minister ii is unlikely that our shaking hands with the

military junta rn'ill mean ignoring the aspirations of the

Burmese people for free'dom and democracy'

The BALCO Deal

At the time of writing the central government's
decision to privatise Bharat Aluminium Cornpany
(BALCO) is under fire from the opposition. Mr. Arun
Shor-rrie, tl-re minister concerned, is being sniped at. One

cor.rld fault Mr. Shor.rric for other things but certainly not
his honesty, inte'grity and diligence. That the commttnists
are raising a hort'l is understandable. In their case it is a

question of dialectics. But what about the Congressmen
and Congresswomen who have ioined the anIi-BALCO
disinvestment cacophony? Tliis is opposition for the sake

of opposition. It is laughable because they, of all people,
are talking about transparency! How transparent their
decision-making was public knowledge.

It is l-roped that the sale of BALCO will be the

beginning of the end of a long list of white elephants that
have been squandering the nation's wealth.

Bombing and/or Sanctions?

Liberals have no use {or dictators, which of course
includes Saddam Hussein. As someone observed in the

coLlrse of a discussion on the Internet "Saddam is bad
for his people bttt so are the Chinese in Tibet, the Iranians
and the Taliban in Afghanistan and the' North Koreans..
Who do you bomb and who you don't."

On the hand are those u'ho argue that sanctions

against Iraq have only hurt the population. The privilegecl
in a dictatorship are jtrst that - privileged VIPs rvho are
not in want of anything to keep them in comfort while
the people suffer. Therefore remove sanctions but
"strategically bomb and destroy Saddam's militarv
hardware and installations and keep doing it until thc

chorus of opposition to his regime grows within Iraq."

Wllat ought to be the Liberal position on this one?

SVR

An Encounter With A Counterfeiter

My second officer MNS was a young enthusiastic
chap. The day he got the chance to exercise his lending
powers independently, he was in a rather festive mood'
"Sir, I have exercised my powers independently for the
first time today. This is the copy of the proposal for your
noting. I would like you to meet the proponent personally
if you don't mind", he said.

"Certainly. Why not?", I said. lt was a small advance
for a pulverizing unit. I had a rough idea as to what, the
word pulverize meant but then I had no occasion till then
to finance or inspect a pulverizing unit as such and thus
I considered it a welcome opportunity to know something
about it. The proposal per se was put up in a highly
impressive manner supported by graphs etc. The unit had

duly sanctioned power connection. lt was a registered
SSI-unit alsc ln short the paper work aspect of the
proposal was perfect in all respects.

The proponent Mr. N arrived promptly at the
appointed time. His thick Kerala-accent betrayed his
origins. MNS had already ordered for coffee and biscuits
and the interview thus got off to a fine start.

"Mr. N, you have been residing at Bangalore since
when?" I inquired.

"For the last 10 years", was the answer.

"You have set up this unit 6-months back. What
were you doinq earlier?" was the next question.

"Thror-rghout I have been in this otrlverizino line

only sir", was his reply.

"ln fact, I don't have the faintest idea as to what
pulverizing is all abor"rt", I said.

"Sir, although it's a specialized line, the process

involved is very simple. lt's nothing but crushing of stones
to smaller sizes as per specification. There are over 10

to 12 different colour stones. And this being the RMC Yard,

there is a very good demand for my product", was the
shocking answer.

"But why so many different varieties in colour/size?",
I wanted to know.

"As I told you earlier, it is a specialized line sir. The
kind of stone used for rice is much different from that of

MNS suddenly got up the original sanctioned
proposal in hand and started tearing it up into small pieces

shouting, "You are engaged in an anti-social activity and

have the cheek to approach a Bank seeking financial
assistance? Tomorrow you will come seeking a loan for
making counterfeit notes. Please get out"

Pulverized thus, the pulverizer slowly got up and

silently left my cabin. Our Branch is located inside the RMC-
yard itself whereat wholesale trade in 22 differenl
commodities takes place including rice, wheat, ragi etc.,
and the crushed stones are required by wholesalers, for
adulteration purposes.

MNS profusely apologized for the lapse that could
well have landed both of us in the precarious position of

havinq lent reso'lrces of a nationalized bank for an anti-
social purpose

Eknaath Nagarkar, Bangalore'

Frec:rlont. First,.Ianttcrt'v-Ma.rclt 2001



Thank God for the Armed Forces But ...

When we started out planning this issue of Freedom Firsf n'e had decided to once again focus our attention on thc
Arr.ned Forces. There were three immediate reasons for this decision: The first was the ease with which terrorists wcre
able to enter and inflict darnage to an Arnry establishment in Srinagar, the second was the Red Fort incident where terrorists
managed to gain entry and kill one or two of our Jawans and the third was tl're ratl'rer unconvincing attempt to blame
Arpry officers down the line for intelligence failure preceding the Kargil war. We requested Maior General E. D'Souza
wlro writes for Freedom Firsf on such matters. Readers may recall that the last time we discussed the Armed Forces was irr

tlre October-December 1999 issue of Freadotn First'

Then can're thc'killer earthcluake in Gujarat. The earthqr-rakc shocked the state administration into a state of paralysis.
But for tl.re armed forces whicl'r have a major presencc in Kr-rtch (as it borders Pakistan) and which swung into action tt.r

save lives, many thousands more would have died.

And then, in less than a fortnight, came the big spectaclc irr Munrbai - the International Fleet Revie'*' where the
Navy u'as asked to put on its finery and entertain. This they did with great aplomb.

In all three, the presence of tl're Armed Forces u'as larger tl'ran life and we decided that we would deal with all
tlrree in this cover feature.

We begin with Mal.Gen. Eustace D'Souza's apprehc'nsions over the goings orr in the Army.

Don't Politicize the Army - Please!

A series of events, seemingly
interconnected, raise sol-ne
important issues in the serrsitirre
field of Natiorral Security, the
inef fective National Security
Council notwithstanding. The visits
of two major players from the
People's Republic of Cllina
including Li Peng, and that of the
Ntrnrber Trr'tr Irtrtn tlre nrilitarv
junta rulirrg Myanmar, are
significant. There is also the on-
going Irrdian sponsored Ceasefire irr

J&K and its aftermath. The porteuts
are not very ellcouraging. It has
been suggested that the present
Chief of the Army Staff is out of
Ittrrr: i;r strggt'slirtg lttt t'tlr'ttsiotr,rf
tlre 'Cease I'-ire' and ()ne rep()rt evelr
sLlgq('st'i IlraI st'rrior rt'titt'cl ol'lit-r'i -
hnvt: t,oiced tlrt:ir tl istr'":ss that lrt'
slrotr.ld ltnr',.' .i,tltc s,t.

Itt rrttr tlr'ntocrac\/, the Arrtrr.tl
['-orces, havirrg nratle krrt,n,tr tlrt'ir'

views, are expected to follow the
goverrlnlent's policies in sttch
sensitive l'llatters. Tlrat Cerreral
Padmanabhan is contrersant witl"r
the situation in j&K is evident from
the fact that he cotnmanded the 15

Corps in Srinagar at a very critical
time, and was also tl're Director
General of Military Intelligence
bef{)l.c t.rkirrg (}\ cl. tli.r No;tltcIrr
Arrny. l'hese evellts rrre sigrrificant
but u'hat are the problems besetting
naticlnal security and the increasing
focus of the media cln the Arrned
Forces, especially the Army, the
largest aud urost overused of the
three Services?

'l'hc N1any Uses of thc F-orces

N4:tttV t'f tts sr','111 f1r lo;'fr'l
thai tlrr' Sen,ices, .ttrcl ttt partit'r-rllr
iile r\r trty, ir,tv.tl l.)c('tr ,)tl tltt' iti"tt'
r,r'ithont resi'rite, since the'dattnn of
Itr,lt'1.etttle'rtr'r'. Attil th,' scoP6' 11f

th.rir use is r';rst.rlrrl r'.rrit:tl ilttlt:t'tl:

I,'rc,:dont I"i.t'sl,J artuctrt'-ll4arclt 200 l

Eustace D'Souza

four nlajor wars; the on-going low
intensity conflict in J&K ancl
collrlter insurgency operations in
the EasU

27 international peace-keeping/
making missions on behdlf of the
UN, four of brigade plus size
forces in Korea, the Congr>,
Somalja arrd Sierra Leone;

disaster relief operatirlns vr,here

civil agencies have failed as, fttr
irrstance, in tl're devastating Lattrr
eartl'rquake, the BrahmapLltra
Valley, West Bengal and Orissa
floods and now the Gujarat
earthquake;

irr irlternal stlcttritV cltrties n'llele
il- is rt,it Ll llar)nllll()ll l.tlr thc
.\)llrIri.l!iit l:i"ti .rLtLit,'tlLi L('

irrrittt i i]te ,tt'tttt'ti it,lt,:s .ri ilre
dropr of a ltaU

1111' 1rr x rr'l rr /-r )n('(,i\;e(J 1 t., 1,'11ra'11 titrll
irr Sli l.,rttk.t r,:srrltittg ilt tlre
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Thank God for the Armed Forces But ...

deaths of rrearlY 1200 of our
troc-rps; and equally important, the

protection and restoration of the
environment as at Harike in the

Punjab and Kaziranga in the East.

The list is legion. So rvhY this
spurt of media interest?

National Sectrrity Council

The high profiie National
Security Council is headed bY a

bureaucrat, who in addition tcr

holding this vital portfolio, is also
tlre lread lnndn of the PMO. I-low
can he possibly devote his total
atterrtion to matters pertaining to
National Security? This became
evident during the Kargil itrtrttsious
where his so-called exPert
colllrnents rvere farcical. Sureiy rve

have in our country better qualified
irrdividuals who knon' the nitty-
gritty of National Security and how
the Coverrrnreut rvorks. The reasou

giverr for this bureaucrat to wear
t'n'o important hats is that he has the

ear of tl"re PM! There is thus a

creepirrg nlo\/e to take contrcll of the

cJa\,-to-day rttuttitrg rtf the Arured
F<rrces.

The country should Pause ftlr
a morrtent attd consider how
fortunate \4/e are today, to have a

cerebral Army Chief who rvill not
cow dol.n to pressures. This is
i.t'cottrittll ittcreasirr gll' trran i lt'st itr

his recent stateltlents, including his

stirring Arnry Day speech. Becarttse

of tl're Lrureattcrat's peuchant tlf
toadl'ing up to his political ttraster
rvho is l'r1ore concerued about his
p<llitical sttrvival tharr with matters
of rr.rtioutrl sectrrity, there is a

tl,tttgt:r',rl tht' ptrliticizirtiotl ol trttl'
trirtlitiotralll' apolitical,\rllrt'tl
l ' ' ''' ! ; l ' '

il,, 'u'.,11,'1 . (lr ii. i.il l'.1.1 ii-,.iii.il--,1',,ii,

would not buckle dowtt to proliticai

l)l-LissLlrc irr lr.rrrtllirrg tltc (l/tttt'rtt t'

5//rlr'l('/ lsstl('.

(;

Chief of Defence Staff

The delay in introducing the

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) system

because it would weaken the
stranglehold of tl-re bttreaucratic
mandarius in the Defence Ministry,
is a case in point.

Is this not a PloY to dangle the

carrot to those in the running, in the

hope that the Services will become
compliant? Surely the country can

produce a worthy holder of this
irnportant chair who is know-
ledgeable olr matters of defence and

national security and who, because

he holds just this one portfolio, is

able to steer this important ship of
state efficiently? Perhaps the alleged
snags in tl're indigenously produced
Mairr Battle Tank, and the delaYed
flight-testing of the LCA and the
acquisition of the AJT, are classic
examl'lles of prevarication lvhile txrr
air force pilots are killed in
avoidable air crashes. Or has tlris
procrastination arrd unrvarranted
delay anything to do rvith
kicktracks? We have gtttre to the
l(ussians for the purchase of 300 'l'

90 MBTs, and have yet to make uP

our mirrds on the AJT, British or
French. TI're present Defeuce
Minister 'uuchaired' the chair-
bound bureaucrats in the Defence
lr,1i'istry bec.rusr-r tht:rr slept t't't'r tht'
files orr the procttretnetrt of suow
nrobiles for ttse in Siacheu, he

packed them off to Siachen to get
a taste of what it takes to serve itr
such inhospitable arrd formidable
terraiu. Judging from the delays in
the t.CA / L.ight l-lelic<)pter pr(),ects

arrri tlie proclttctitrtr ol tlte,Arjtrn
i ntl i gert rru s l 1' prr,cl tt ct'd l.a t t I t' tr rl l.r,

il t',,,ir1,1,t1,1,,,-,; llr,tl 1,.' ,,i]] l.
I ..,:rl, ... .rl. ,. t).r .-

r.i!( !r t, /tllt I l,\/r,

tlre lutattcial inrpliciltions [or' t.lrb.

tleal are tnitirl -Lttiggliiig, ct;nr-

Pottttclt'rl lr1, tlit' l:itct tirlI tlre

Frccrlotrt. I,'it-st Jcutttcu'v-A'l arclt 200 1

Russians are a\ rare of this lacuna in
our military preparedness.

Security Lapses

It is therefore all the more
necessary to have a well-establishecl
and ably-led National Security
Council and a CDS. Wherr shall r,r,e

ever learrr? Tl'rere is trorv a debate
between the hawks and doves as to
whether we sl'rctttld further extencl

the ceasef ire in vierv ttf the'

continued militant-spousored
violence not only in the Valley br.rt

now everl in Delhi by the so called
suicide squads who appear hell Lrent

to undo the peace process. This
became evident in the attacks orr the
Red Fort, Srinagar Torvtr alrd urost
recently, the atten-rpted attack on
Srinagar Airport, all these at the cost

of innoceut humau lives. Cau ouc
wonder then why there is a grort'ing
opposition within the Cabinet to tlte
extension of the ceasefire? This is all
the more reasotl for the Serrrices to

be free from political contatrritratiott,
btrt rle\/er frotrr strateqic
consultatiorls o11 ntattel's pertairtirrg
to nationarl secr-rritv.

Who is Responsible?

Much collcerlt has beetr
expressed in the media about the
.tt[t'ttrprl [,r lrtr'.irlt [llt' sr'! til iil oi iiit
Chief oi the Naval Staff's resicience

in Delhi. Ulrseemlv delavs in
inducting the Delhi Police resr-rlted

in variotts interpretatittns being
ascribed to this incideut. And rightly
so, if the Naval Cotnur;rlrclo olr
securitv duty at Navy Ilouse is

.rllegecl to ltavt' tdLrs€(l tltc ttt.klts-

,lrr,Ll

:.- .: I ..-r ,.,... rl- l) J ll..'.+ .,'i..;,1"
;,r. 1..( i'L rr (r.i Llr( r\!!r r \

botnbet' attack. Mucir has beett'rtrade

.rLror-i I iL Lr1..r l'cspoltsible i\)tirrlil]ist
ivi,ll'ltt t'lt1-tls\\'illllV ir'lttr it'r>
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ponderously porrtificated that
whoever controls the Red Fort
corrtrols Delhil Such wild statements
need to be viewed in the proper
perspective. This archeological
nrorruurent has housed an infantry
battalion responsible tbr the security
of Rashtrapati Bhavan since
independence. The Army area
occupies a srnall segment of the Fort.
The first ever sound and ligl'rt show
has been held inside the Red Fort
every everling after sundown for
years. There are a nuntber of shops
catering to tourists. Hitherto, one
has never experienced problems
about security. With the Red Fort
surrounded as it is by Chandrri
Chou,k, the Jumma Masjid and tl're

trans-Jamuna Colonies, the local
police should bear the responsibility
for security as it is much easier for
them to have their intelligence
operatirres nraintain a close watch
orr the crowded bazaars. The
nrrseemly rolv betrveen the Army
and l)olice, rvith the Archaeological
De;rn11111s11t throrvtr iu ft)r coocl
nreasLrre, nrakes cclrrfusiorr worse
confourrded. To say tl-rat this suicide
attack carr be construed to be an
attack on the Capital is rnere piffle.
But these small incidents do create
problerns in security and intelli-
Sr'ilac .r.:t1tri:;ititrtt rvltcre trott,.r is

necessar)'. lhe l-lome Ministry, in
consultation with the Deferrce
Ministry, must chart out a pragnratic
solu tiou.

The Sarnba and Kargil Cases

The other c;rr.rse f<tr c()l'rcLtrrl

thrrt seenrs to Lre inrpacting on thtt
At'rtrctl Folt cs is tlrt, 25-t,cat t,lrl
.,.rttll,.r i'l).\ s\ rtrtrl.tl. I lru lrlrlllr.-i
r ilU l-l il) l lt,' l;r il ( l it;r * rt r l\\'

exonerartcd the accused. Aspersions
.rre being cilst ()lt tlrt'intP11tinll11, 111

tlr,rsr' irt l)t)\r,t'r altlror-rtlr all tlrosr,
conccrnccl h.1vg llrnu since rctirctl,

including tl-re Army Chief of that
period. As one who rn,as in service
then, the Army JAG tsrarrch or the
CPRO must come out rvith a

statement stating the Army's vierv.
Silence on this issue may have the
wrong conrrotations. What is
rvorryi,rrg is the fact that this old case

is being Iinked with the Kargil
witch-hunt in which tsrigadier
Surinder Singh arrd Ma jor
Bhatrragar are being implicated so
that the Goverrrment and those in
the Army in power then, can pass
the buck. What is surprising is tl'rat
the expert comnrittee set-up to
detemrine the Kargil intrusions has
failed to apportion blame ou those
responsible for this obvious
intellig;ence failure. One hopes tl-rat

the present Chief , rvith his
knowledge of the issue lvill take the
requirecl steps to exauritre the
allegations dispassionately and
renlove any doubts in the nrinds, not
only of the public but of the younger
clfficers. l'assing the buck is not
goirrg to help irr the nraitrtetratrce r'tf

morale. Orre needs to knotv rvhat
political pressure is being brought
to bear orr tl're Armed Forces to play
ball or else! The repercussions are
far too serious for this case to go by
default.

Then there are the tirestttle
complaints of the' NatiortaI }lunr;rrr
Itights Cot.urtrissiolr altd other NGOs
to castigate the Arnred Forces ior
alleged humau rights violatiorrs
agairrst the peoples of J&l(. [)o these
flo-gooders ttot realize u'hat it
entails to tacklt'a f.tt't'lt'ss, lriglrlv
nrotivaterl . r,r'r'll ill'nrr'(l nrrrl t,r'r'll

.. ...f:... t I V. l/ -. 1. . . rl :. :.li ',
l,( \ t'rr(" t\, | \< |

Irancl of 1rltari and religrotrs t;ttrarti-

cibnl lr.t\r(: ci.ef)[ ilt? II is t.lili..llll(,tlllI
tp ti1',lrtipg tltr' p1','iti,'nl \\'itll (,trr'

lrarrrl tietl l-relrincl , rrt,"* Ltitck.

l,-t,'t'i!rntr I,'it'sl,Jtr ntrttrt'-illurt'lt 2()01

Attempts to Politicize the Forces

It is not the first occasion that
attempts have been nade l; t
politicize the Army. The first
attenrpt on record, was during the
regime of V K Krishna Menon rvhen
he was the Defence Mirrister. Tl're
late Brigadier John Dalvi's rvell-
docunrented book Himalaqart
Blutuler tells it all. Attempts h'ere
made to pass the buck on to the late'
Brigadier Dalvi. Cerreral K S

Tliimayya went to the extent oi
submitting his resignatiorr to Pandit
Nehru, who, in his own disarming
way, nlanaged to persuade this
much loved and respected Army
Chief to rvithdraw his resignatiorr.
Lurking behind these moves was,
unfortunately, a politicized'
Lieutenant General. Then canre the
forthrightness of l,ieutenant Ceneral
Thorat, Eastert'r Arury Ct>mnttrtrder,
who warned I'andit Nehru in the
lrey-days of Hindi-Chini bhni blroi ctf

the Chinese threat. His sage aclr'ice
was ignored arrc'l restrlted in the

ignominirrus defeat of the Arnrl'.
Because of his forthriglttness, the

Easterrr Army Courtrrander \vas
denied the opportunity of
succeeding General Thimayya as the

Army Chief. Again, this war-
experienced Ceneral recorded all
tlrt,sr'r.'t'ettts itt lris httol< t, 

'111t,sl
dignifiecl nrarlrler, and published
nlanv \rears ag(). \'et atrother
attenrpt to politicize the Arruv was
macie duriug Mrs lndira Candhi's
reigrr irr rvhich Lieutenant Gerreral
Surtdarji, the Westeru ArtlrY
Conrnratrcler, was perstrtrded t<r

tuttcleriake Operatiorr [Jltte Star, ittt
rr11,'l,lli(rll r {'rti)iltlV r1111 111p;111[ lr'I )

I
I rLtrr | |ir,.,'l

L

^.,rr,r ( i,i, i. ,\li, r l,i-,.i,i,;i)tirt ll

Wrole "'l he Blind Vlel Ut
I iitrtl,,r,st,ttt" rr lrir:lr \\.ts leviei\'t'Ll
lf l / rrl'r/r,ttt lltLt. lt:r tt,)l \,'l \r'll,litl

ltrtclet' tt'h,,st' ltt'gis lre ('ilust'!l
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"Operation Brass Tacks" to be
undertaken taking the country to the
brink of war agairrst Pakistan, and
later provoking the Sorrrclurong Cho
episode against the Chinese.

Ceneral Krishna Rao on
retirement irr the well-documerrted
book hinted at attentpts to politicize
the Army. A second book, soon to
be published try Penguin, records
the problems he faced as Governor
of J&K Lieutenant General
Harbaksh Singh, described as the
hero of the 1965 war against
Pakistan in the West, con-rpleted
writing his memoirs prior to his
death. It is reviewed in this issue of
Freedom Firsf (see page 57). What
enlerges in this autobiography, inter
alia, is the nexus between the then
Defence Minister Sardar Swaran
Singh and the late General, which
hints at parochialism, pertaining to
the selection of the rrext Army Chief.

And then followed the case
of the totally unjustified and
unilateral decisictn of the
Cor,ernt'uertt to rento\/e
ullcerelll()l-liously a Chief of the
Naval Staff because he stood up to
the bureaucracy. This sad everrt has
also been recorded in an article in
this very journal. One is led to the
fervent hope that the government
rvill hopefully' tr.:ad n,;lrilv irr sticli

matters to ensure that the morale of
the Armed Forces is not impaired.
Hopefully, the orr-going efforts to
pass the blame for tl're gross
intelligence failure at Kargil, to a

Brigadier and a Major by those in
por,ver at that pctint of time, will now
be set right by the preserrt Chief,
General S Padntanabllan. TI-re signs
that he rvill review it in a

dispassionate arrd fair manner are
positive.

To end this study of what one
can ternt as the atten'rpts to politicize
the Armed Forces, orre needs to read
that eminently readable book
published by Penguin aptly named
Fidelity nnd Honour: The History of the

[ndian Army t'rom tlrc Seaenteenth to
the Tutentietlt Century by Lieutenant
General S L Menezes, PVSM, SC
which was reviewed in this journal
(FF No.445, April-Jurre 2000). It
spells out clearly r.vhy the Indiau
Army ticks and why it has remained
secular and apolitical. An updated
second edition was recently released
to irrclude Kargil and the report of
the Special Conrrtrittee to examine
exactly what happened.

Conclusions

What conclusions can one
draw from the trerld of events
discussed irr this article? There are
ri LI r Lu ,i ft:tr'. irirsI arrtl 1:oren-rttsi

attenpts to politicize the Armecl
Forces or rob thenr of their secular
character must be resisted firn.rly il
the Nation's security interests are tcr

be protected.

The long delayed decision to
appoint a Cl'rief of Deferrce Stafi
ruust be ir.nplemerrted expeditiously
so that there is a single atrthorir!,
betvveen the Governnrent and the
Armed Forces to tackle the problenrs
being faced by the Armed Forces.
The National Security Council needs
to be activated by appointing a

suitable individual who will rvear
just that hat and no clther, so that
it is in a positiorr to corrsider irrier
alia the huge delays on such issues
as the indigenor-ls production of the
MBT, LCA and Light Helicopter,
and the procurement of the AJTs.
The Armed Forces must be givetr
every opportunity to nrake
thenrselves leaner and meaner. Aucl,
above all, the Nation needs to pav
greater attention to the Arnred
Forces and National Securitl,

IUAIOR GINEIIAL (RETD.) E. D'SOUZA,
PVSM. The author who needs no
introduction to Freedont First, is a defence
analyst and a regular contributor and book
reviewer lor Freedonr First.He writes and
speaks extensively on matters relating to
National Security, based on his long
association with the Armed Forces since
7943.

The big problem of government in our century is to reconcile the interests
of society as a whole with the liberty of the lndividual, to make sure that
one does not destroy the other. That government is the best which strikes a
perfect balance between the two.

Mirroo Masatri Ti,u Grc'vrit-rt I.lrrttran Ftrnitt,
(page 116, Oxford Universitv Press. 1951)
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Preserving the Professionalism of the Armed Forces

The Armed Forces are re-
garcled the lr,orld over as the last
and final irrstrurrents of the State.
Irr our collntry they r.r'ere long re-
gardeci as a professional and
apolitical force srvorn to protect and
defend the Coustitr.rtion of India,
arrd therefore the honour and dig-
nity of the people, not merely the
territorial irrtegrity of our land. They
have always, hitherto done their
duty by the Constitution and earned
the deserving approbation of the
people who have irr turn looked
upto theur.

In more recent years, their
high professionalisnr has beerr cortr-
prr'rmised and has seriously eroded
their professionarI functionirrg,
iudgen'rent and conduct. It was the
civil services and the police hierar-
chy that n'ere at first svstematically
infiltrated by peoprle rvith a comnlu-
nal bent clf nrirrd and this is rtrore
than anrply proved in the l{eports
of tlle Comnrissirlns of Enquiry irrto
p()grolns .rnd riots,in fact break
down of law and order, that has be-
colrle, mclre and lllore, a frequent
part of our lives .Tlre Arr-r'ry inter-

"'t'i1- 
ii ()l j i'cqr-lust frtrrlr the State

Coveruurents on nrore than 800 oc-
casiorrs and acted in a strictly
norr-partisarl lllanner,deferrding the
rt'eak aud the victinrs of these
orgarrised onslaughts orr the dignity
of the people. ['oliticisatiorr atrd
c<tnrnrurraIization rveakens the lno-
rale, t-lanrages the nrolal fibre anc'l

tl estt oV:r u I t i rtr.r tr:l v I lrt, professiorr -

.tlt..tl',,1 ilrt, .llltlr-Ll l()l(t), llt(tklllg
it iii.,' .rn,.' 1rt11r'1 rrlrrrrlv l.'r'i rr{\lr/.',r

toicb, irr sirrrplb words unfit to de-
terrrl tlre l{ePtrhlir:. l lrt: ganre plarr
ol tlris q(lvi't lurir,til rvas sinrPlt.: -

pick and choose,select for appoirrt-
ments arrd promotions those that are
knowrr to be svmpathetic to its aims
and objectives or rvho would bend
t<l its will or even those who were
known to be corrupt and share in
the loot. This they did with near
conrplete success as the Sangh
Parivar has had a 6;ood system of
record keeping, and rvhen they had
a willing Arn-ry Chief there was no
one to stop thenr.

An analysis of the Army Pro-
nlotion Boards since 1998 would
substantiate this statement. The
preserlt army chief has stopped or
changed a ferv since he took over
but the order of tlr'o ;111{ three star
generals has beerr so set that the
present arury chief rt'onld only be
able to rrrake marginal corrections.
It is a nraxim that the character of
the arnred forces is set by its geu-
eral officers and the tinre to do it is
11C)\Ar

L.ook at the l(argii affair and
its aftemrath - passing orr the blanre
to the juniors and rrot accept respon-
sibilitv; the Sirrdhu Darshans ,l999

arrrl 2()(X), thrr s('ni()r gctrci-.rls Itli.'f
irrg the BJP Executive tlten the arnry
cl'rief saving ,he did not knorv ,much
in the style of Fernandes; the visit
of Cirirai l(ishore, Vice-Presideut of
VFIP Intenratioual to give his bless-
ings to the wounded, tl-re paradirrg
of trooprs l.refore so called Sants ior
'l'ilak, tlre vvearirrg of religiotrs syrrr-
l,r,ls Irr- scrtit 'r ofiitr'rs iir t.ttriit,t'ttt
ilt(,' .,'rstr'itl.iLjrt ri .tt i (rrtrl! llr!:lLJ j(,1

;)t-lll\r lri'f\()llllr'i lr, \'tqrl r'"1'l;lrtr

places <rf pilrrirrrage and. alsir ot
tlrt'ir tarnilies at stillr't,xpetise.'l lte
list is t'rcl lcss.
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' It all startecl like this irr the
P.A.C and the police stations n'here
religious icorrs are no\^, a part of tlre
office -in a secrrlar state. Lclok at the
United States on the other hand
where the Attorney General desig-
nate of the Bush administration l.rarl

to withdrarv because sclnre l0 yeals
ago he had said "Jesus rvas the
King". When we compromise the in-
tegrity and the professionalism of
the Indian Armed Forces as it is be-
ing systematically done as per a

carefully dran'n up plan, we should
remember the tclast that Warren
Hastings raised orr hearing the
death of Tipr"r Sultan"Death to
lndia"....lt was saicl of Napoleon's
Arr-rr1' 111n1 et,ery Scrlclier Carrieci a

Field Marshal's Baton iu his knap-
sack. Todal/, as compared to what
was true of onr Army only 10 vears
ago, if you are not n,ith thenr or Lre-

Iong to their sect, vou will be
politell' tolcl tfiirt yo11 h31'g clsng
extremely rvell to reach the rarrk of
Brigadier arrd may be advised that
it is now time tt'r look for a jr:b in
the private sector arrd, rttav even,
genuinely help vou find one. Tl.re

iitrrsL ltrsliti-tIirrtt rrl titt' Stittt' t> i,,.'-

ing strbveried in a malrner sinrilar
to rvhat is happening in the civil, pir-
lice services, the erlucatiotrirl
ir.rstitutiorrs, tlre propagarrda tincl in-
formatiorr channels. ln fact like all
that was done in Cerrnerny by the
Tlrird l{eit:lr so well descritrecl itr
/viliianr Slrirer's 7'lir /(isr'rnrLi i:tll i,J

lhr'l'hirrl /i,,ir'lr l-lislol'1r is beirrl; re-

:',1,:tt.' I :.'..1'lt, l':, i: r' ir"r'"rr't"

I rt:l':': 1,,:.".',. \.1:: !:;.''rrllrlr/ l:,'lll'1.

.f,t cda lurs.

AI )N'l I l(Al.( l{lr'l l.).) VlSI I N tt lJ hlA( i lVi\ I

rvis t()rlilcr ( ltttrt 0i N;r\'.tl 5tatt.
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The Samba Spy Case

In mid-1975, trt'o gttuners, r'iz.
Aya Singh and Sar'r'n'an Dtrs u'ere
arrested in the Samba sector on
charges of spying for Pakistan. Aya
Singh, named Ranbir Singh Rathaur
and Ashok Kumar Rana, in thc
interrogation that tt'rok place in March
7978. On tl're basis of the alleged
statement of llathaur, more than 50

army of ficers h,ere arre-sted. In
Januarv 1980, all the officers rvere
dismissecl. In mid-1980, the Intelli-
gence Bureau and the Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) stated that the

arnry officers tvcre innocent. The
dismissal order was challenged in ti're

Delhi High Court in 1982. At that
time, the Court felt that it could not
in terf ere in thc matter as the
termination order was at the plcasure
of tlrc' I'residcnt. Flon'cver, in 1994,

thc same High Court felt that the
doctrinc is subject to judicial revieu'.
The Supreme Court upheld the vieu'
irr Novernber 1994, ancl the Delhi
I{igh Cotrrt exoneratc'd all the officers
on Dcccnrbcr 27,2000, orde-ring the
Govcrnment to reinstate them lvith
back n'ages.

A felv facets of this case are

discussed hcrc.

On Deccmbt:r2l ,1969, P;11lrir

Sirrgli Ii.rth.rtr r jtrinet'l the Itrtliarr
Arr.rry as a comntissioned officcr.
Whc'n A1'n Singh named hinr as q'cll
as Ashtlk Kttmar Rana, thc'

Dircctorate of Military Intelligerrcc
(DMI), rcporteclly furnished Ratl-r-aur

lr,ith a list of officcrs to be implicatcd
in thc so-callccl tlspiort-agt'castl. This,
lia th.r r-rr rcl'ust'cl to clt,.

Ilr-' rvrs clisrolrt'rl . lrt.'atctt ttp,
iris i.,otrus l,rloKr'rr ,rttrl ite \\.i- rlr.iH);Lil
tirt'ottglt llr,'roa,l rl rrrr',ltt. tir'ti to;r
jeep. Such inhumari, bestial, barbaric'
tlcatnrcrtt clicln't brtr;rk his spirit. lltr
spt'rtt tht'trt'xt l,l vt'lt's itt jail. llis

l0

rvife Slvaran, along rvitir tlt'o
claughters, both r-rrrder tn'o ye'ars olcl,

n'ere evicted from their horne.

Elsc'lrrhc're, a no thcr sordid
dranra was unfolding. After sur-
reptiously reinstating ian'ans, Aya
Singh and Sawan Das, the DMI nou'
arrested a havaldar, Ram Slvaroop,
who was on leave, from his Gur-gaon
homc and subjectc'd him to torture of
the worst kind. Within three days of
his arrest, he lvas for.rnd dead, at the
interrogation ceutre of the DMI n'ith
39 iniuries oI'r his body. Maior R. K.

Midha, his sr,tperior h'as ordc'red to

cremate the bociy. He flatly refr-rsed.

Meanrt'hile, the Dc'lhi police took
custocly of the bocly', insisted on a

thorough in'u'es-tigation and
registtred A casL' of mttrder against
some of the arnt1, officers. The tug-
of-war that ensued bt'tlr'een the army
and the Dclhi police cndcd n'ith the
fornrer taking chargc' of the bocly,
u'hich n'as crentated in Gurgaon' In
ordcr to rrtollifl'and placatc the
farlilv of llanr Srvartrol-r, Ptlrse strillgs
n'cre loosertcd. This Lrrought au end

to the chapter abotlt Ilar-n Sn'aroop.

Norv Major R. K. Midha became the

next targct. FIe was arrestc'd,
inrprisonc'd, tortured and finally
tlisiriissr'.1 irt l(lf't.

Af icr this nrltrkl, cpisocle, thc

DMI crossed su'ords rvith Maior
Nirnral Ajn,atri. Maior Ain'ani, judge
advocatc-gencral, tvas conciuctitrg the

court-nrartial against Onr l'rakash. lle
n'as reportedlv askr:d kr toe thc linc
of thc DMI. On lris rcir,rsal tt,
(lcc()nrtrrotl aIt' ilrt' I)Nll, ltt' n'.ts
Iransit'rrt'd to I)trrtc. {.ronr [J,1hanrprrI'.
(),t l:'rrrt,,t r' ?', l()71) lr,' iq'.1q 11 11'ri1'11

,lclaitrt'tl ai I)r'i'lali ;rri,l llrr'lr

.i r s it r t s';.'.i .

.l 
lrc Srtttrba S1'r1, 1-llsf itits sottttl

srrrrillrritit's tt, tltr' flttrtor-ts Citprtaiti

I,'t-ctrlotrt l"i.r'sl Ja ttrrcrrv-[Iar<:lt 2001
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Drevfr-rss casc' in France. Captain
Dreyfuss n'as convictcd for cspion-
age ancl sentence to solitarv
confinement in thc' notoriotrs prisou
<ln Devil's Islairct. After 10 vcars, thc
French Government exonc'ra tecl ancl

reinducted him in thc'French armr
with full military honour. It also
made amends by decorating him u'ith
tl-re Legion of Honour. In both cascs,

the u'rong persons r,r,ere picked r-rp,

tortr.rred and convicted, despitc their
innocence. In both cases, the years of
suffering, mental agony and trauma
were quite substantial. In fact, Ranbir
Singh Rathaur and Ashok Kttntar
Rana n'ere to strffer for 14 years
before receiving justice.

The High Court vcrdict throu's
up certain pertinent questions:

(1) The DMI arrested the trvo
glrnncrs Aya Singh and Sarwarr Das

in mid-1975. But the interrogatir.rn
took place only in l97ti. Whv?

(2) lt is r,e'rv strauge to trLrsct'r'c Ih.tI
the DMI n'cnt ahcad r'r'ith thtr tr-i.il
and dismissals ciespite thc' fact that

the IB and RAW had votrchsafcd the

innocence of the officers.

(3) If thc prosectttor himself, also
dorrs the irrdicial garb atttl pro-
ll()un('r':i tht' r't'rciir-t, Ilrt'jtrtll;L ttrt lt
is bound to be partisarr. l'his is rvh;rt

has happened in thc Samlra Cusc Jlrr'

Itrdintt Express, in its cditorial ttrr

l)cccnrber 23, 20U), obscrvec]: "TIlc
dual rolc' plal,ecl by Militarl'
lntelligencc Dircckrratc, of bcing both
proscctttor ancl judgc, nrakcs a

ntockt't,r' til' Iltt' rvlrolc' (]t)Ll l'I rrralli.rl
prrtct'ss. tt

! iit'iir:.rrri. tr. l. r.li,riir, .' ,,t'-i ""
,.,.;+,.- ;.. .,,....(..,.,-'...,.r r'..'.'.'r,'r-.' rnd

Il art.r6e rr r rt r [.



..CIVILIZATION BEGINS WITH ORDER,

GROWS WITH LIBERTY AND DIES WITH CHAOS''
- Will Durant
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The G.tiarat Earthquake

Orr Febrtrary 2, t"reedom First
orgarrised a discussionr on the
earthquake that had ravaged Bhuj
ancl otl'rer parts of Gujarat. The half-
day discussiorr covered a nunrber clf

aspects - rangilrg from the question
rvhether the Bhuj quake could have
been predicted to the marrner in
rn'hich the State troth at Garrdhinagar
(Gujarat's Capital) and Delhi (the

Nation's Capital) responded.

Irr this article I shall deal with,
rvl'rat I would loosely describe as the
'technical aspects' of this plretrom-
errorr. Readers r>f Freedorn First mav
be familiar with the various articles
I wrote on the subject from tirne tcr

time in this jounral. For a list of these
please see the footnote at the end of
this article.l

Predicting Earthqtrakes?

Can earthquakes be p'rre-

ciicted? The sinrple atrsw'er is no.
Eartl'rquakes carll'rot be predicted on
a scientific basis. The Japanese be-
gan research into the possibility of
being able to predict earthquakes as
far back as 1965 till around 1995
sire llding .tr()unLl I(r() nrillitrrr Yeu irr
the process. Their Ceodesy Courr-
cil installed about 70 seismograph
statiorrs, 20 crustal deformatiorr
observatories (tiltmeters arrd
strainmeters) and 10 magnetonreter
stations. This line of research got
a botrst in 1975 u'hen the Chinese
arrcrlrirtely 1-rredictecl a t.rig errrth-
t;uake in I laiclrurrg arrcl Ilrus lrelpretl
5.1\'(' lli.itll, itie.'. I lrt: 1.tp.rtrcst; rt.crr
lt,tsse,l ;r i,rrv r"(nlrilrll arivlrr,'r.
warning of nlaior earthquakes and
to Pttt erttelgency llleasules on ftrll
.t I t't't.

The Kobe earthquake in 1995

shattered all hopes of earthquake
prediction. The Ceodesy Council
did not foresee this earthquake and
that too in an area which was sup-
posed to be seismically inactive.
Mr.Kiyoo Nogi, the doyen of Japa-
nese seismology quit his post as his
govemnrent's earthquake adviser.

If this was the case with Japan
are r4/e being realistic when some of
our geophysicists venture to predict
earthquakes. How many seisnro-
graph and magnetonleter stations
and crustal defonlration laboratories
do we have? Do rt'e carry out
detailed levelling surveys in known
seismic belts, let alone irrtraplate
areas?

Foreshocks and Aftershocks

What about foreshocks? Carr
foreshocks l'relp irr putting the gov-
enrurent and the p'reople on the alert?
I don't think so. One estimate has
it that about 1000 earthquakes of
low magnitude (1-2 orr the Richter
Scale) occur every day. About 800

earthqtrakes of rnagnitude 5 to 6
()ce ur rrvtl'1, 1e.rl rr'hiclr c.tusc s()ltle
damage and abotrt l8 earthcluakes
of magnitude 7 or urore, occur each

year. Most earthquakes are also
followed by afterslrocks. [n sr-rch a

situation it is very difficult to dif-
ferentiate one fronr the other. A
snrall event may be a nrain everrt bv
itself. lJut the fat-'t reurains tltat rve

illc ltrtablc Irr tleclrtcc ftotrr
lr,tr'SilrrrKr tltc e.r.t.i ItlllL, f)l.l!u .rltrl
t ntr,t)St l\, { rt I lr('lIttl r,t I r';rrtitr trr,t kl

I'or instdnce the earthqtiake in Latur.'
rvas prececleci lrv a series of sttrall
slrtrcks l,t'ttvt','tt 2.5 anci l.5r over ir

[,'t'et:tlnnt If i.rst .latuLarv-Il[arch. 200 I
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period of a year in that area irr
Marathwada. But no scientist antici-
pated that an earthquake tvould
take place at that point of time arrd
at that place at a rnagnitude of 6.4
on the Richter Scale. Latur was n()t
known to be an earthquake prorle
area except that about 600 years ago
in 1340 AD there was all earthcluake
there.

Reservoirs and Earthqtrakes

Then there is the debate over
Resen'oir Induced Seismicitv (RiS).

The theory of RIS assumes that the
enormous load of impounded rva-
ter can trigger an earthquake by
destabilising a fault. A corollary
speculation is tl'rat the water may
seep dou'n underneath to act as a
lubricant along a fault plane and
reduce the sheer strength of rocks
nnder stress and thus facilitate
lll()velnent along the f;rtrlt ;rlane
rvhich otl'rerwise is in a state of eclui-
librium. The United Sta tes
Geological Survey (USGS) has com-
piled a list of more than 1000
instarrces of reservoirs which have
prestrrrrablv indtrcet'l IocaI st isnric-
it1'. l'gsg1-1-.,'rs llr()ru Ilrari lOtJ Itl.:iui:'
deep are likely to proclttce a seisnric
effect.

On the other l-rand the late Dr.

K.l..llao a leading irrigation engi-
rreer observed that that the weight
of tlre rvaters of a reservoir ou the

terraiu is like the rveiglrt of a ily orr

an t'leplt.rttt's back. Wirerr tlre l(trvna
ti.l ll r !! clr l)ul llg ! ()i r5[ l.Ltcicri, u\''titi
tll()n ()l llrr, \r,rsrltr'' rt{i. \{'ils ll(rl (l:

advatrced as it is tttdav. Following
the sttrndirrrl Ll.S. t'trrreau of liecla-
nratiott l't o<:t'<-lttt'es, allt)w';lllce \\'as

I ''
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made for a seismic force of 0.059 but
during the Koyna earthquake the
danr survived a record acceleration
of 0.50 g - a force ten tiures larger
tharr provided for. That the Dam
survived is a tribute to Maha-
rashtra's engineers.

Nuclear Testing and Earthquakes

What about the impact of
underground nuclear testing. Don't
these cause or increase the risk of
earthquakes? Nuclear blasts do
generate earthquake waves and it is
through seismology alone the explo-
sion site in one country is located
by other countries. It is, however,
not certain whether, from the time
nuclear testing began in the early'
forties there has been an increase in
tl're frequency of earthquakes. On
the other hand nuclear-triggered
quakes may have a brighter side.
Such explosions may lead to prenla-
ture stress relief and thus lessen the
severity of earthquakes !

The Bhui Earthquake

The quake that sl'rook Gujarat
orr January 26 wlll be identified
nrcre specifically as the Bhuj Earth-
quake. Bhujand its adjoining areas,
although classified as intraplate

areas, have a well-known seismic
past and are placed in seismic zone
IV and V (high and very high seis-
mic zones respectively).Unlike the
Koyna and Khillari earthquakes, an

earthquake in Bhuj and its sur-
roundings does not surprise earth
scientists. Kutch has a long history
of seismic activity. On 16 June 1819,

a devastating earthquake hit the
area with an intensity of 8.5 on the
Richter scale. This quake reduced
Bhuj and Anjar torvns to ruins and
killed over 15,000 inhabitants. The
earth movements were so severe
that a scarp came into existence in
the Rann of Kutch. It is still there -
about three meters high and 28 kms.
long. It is called 'Allah Bund' (the
Dan'r of Allah). The other earth-
quakes in Western Gujarat of 5 or
more nragnitude were Bhavnagar
(1872 and 7919), Kutch (1903),
Paliad (1938), Dwarka (1940), Aniar
(1956), Bharuch(I970) and now Bhuj
(2001 ).

The Hurdle of Fatalism

Ever since my childhood,
when I became aware of happenirtgs
around, there has not been a single
year free from disasters. Drought as

the sunrnrer approaches, then rains

invariably followed by floods, cy-
clones and of course, though less
frequent, earthquakes. In fact vve

ought to have by now boasted of the
best expertise in the field much
sclught after by other countries. \Mrv
is this not so ? Perhaps we lack the
scientific temper. Mahatma Gandhi
ascribed the Bihar earthquake to
divine wrath ("chastisement for the
sin of untouchability" - a Hindu
view) and in turn invitt'd
Rabindranath Tagore's wrathl lle-
cently a Christian Mr.T. John, alscr

invoked God's wrath for the Bhuj
earthquake but in the process he
provoked the Karnataka Chief
Minister's wrath who asked him to
resign from the Ministry! Muslim
clerics believe that earthquakes arre

a punishment for sins. For the av-
erage Indian therefore, an
eartlrquake is a divine dispensation
agairrst which rrothing can or should
be done. This fatalism is a major
hurdle in our being able to acquire
a scientific outlook.

Disaster Management

Studies sh<xv thirt u,ell-
organised preparations exist in
cornmunities or societies that have
repeatedly experienced the same di-
saster. Developed institutional
mechanism of warning and relief
exisi irr areas frecluentlv affectecl bY

floods and cyclones. In general,
however, highly organized and ef-
fective long-time preparations tcr

lnallage disasters are exceptional.
Most communities and societies
have not prepared adequate techno-
logical, social and psycl-rological
tlefence against haz.ards tit wlrich
tlrev trre vuhterable. The situation in
tlr,, I irritr,,J Sl;rtr.s is ,rrt ,liffe'rr-rrl
A,','olrliltq l(r ;l ret)nrl prr'lrareri ;ts

lar Lrac! as l975.bv the U.$. Natitrtra I

Acatlertry of Scit:lrr:cs t'ntitlecl "

!irrrthqtrakt: l'rcdictiorr antl ['trblic

Engineering Disaster through Nuclear lnrplosions?

ln 1979, the National Geophysical Research lnstitute, Hyderabad, carried
out a Deep Seismic Survey in peninsular lndia in collaboration with Soviet
scientists. Criticising this collaboration, Dr. K. D.Jayaram, a Nuclear Physicist
writing in Science Ioday observed that foreign scientists should not be allowed
access to this kind of sensitive geological data because there is a distinct
possibility that crustal dislocations along fault and plate boundaries could be
reactivated or the slow movement along them could be accelerated by an
atomic device. According to him it may not be necessary to plant a sophisticated
device within the boundary of a targeted enemy country. lt can be placed
.ririlrivvliEjlii d!v;iy, i.ai iinile;- the lrigh:;cas lipto v"hich t!:r ii-ar,; lf lhr-: farllt
nnnti'rlac Thrt r.rrll rntza nora nf tho in{rinnonrotrt nf lorrilnrirl cnrroroinnlrr and.-) t,.,

rnake.an.engineered disaster look like a natural calamity!

A. K. R. Hemmady
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Policy" there has beeu a general
failure to adopt such long terur
l-razard reductiou progrartllnes as

land-use planning and building
regulations designed to rvithstand
seismic disturbances. According to
the Report: "Groups advocating
disaster preparedness nust compete
with others wl'ro want limited
national or local resources used for
more imnrediate, imperative or well
defined social needs...long-range
disa ster-preparedness programlnes
arrd plans, at all levels of
government and at the far-nily level,
are clften sacrificed frlr other nrore
prressing sociaI and personaI
cortcerns. . . "

Richter (after whor"n the scale
measuring earthquake intensity has
been named) observed: "Very few
people are ever injured or killed by
earthquakes as such. They Iose their
lives or are injured in the collapse
of very old buildings which need to
be reinforced or replaced, or itr fires
which get out of c<lntrol." Tl.rerefrtre
the urly long-ten'rr nteasllre to lessen
the inrpact of earthquake disaster is
to make our dwellitrg houses eartl-r-
quake-resistant to the extent
1-rossible. The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (uls) had as far back as 1962
codified "I{ecortrrnendatiotrs for

A Multi-hazard Prone Zone

What is not commonly
knowrr is that that Kutch is one of
the most vulnerable multi-hazard
prone zones in lndia, with a high
degree of risk of exposure to earth-
qua!',e, cyclonic storms and storrn
surge (BMPTC, Vulrrerability Atlas
of lrtdia '1 997) lt is alsr.r the honre
r.rl reculerrt oraugitt [-hrs year is

| ,r'rrorrg the trosl scrillrs Crcl:glrl

I Vears in-the last two decades.

L Cotrrtesy'. tarr r.orq

Earthquake Ilesistant Design of
Structures" and along with it, pub-
lished a seismic map of India
indicating seismic zones I(no risk)
to V(very high risk).This code err,
titled IS:1893 was revised five times
between 1966 and l998.The BIS has
laid down what is called a "seismic
coefficient" for each of these zones
which ought to be itrcorporated in
the design of buildings constructed
in the respective zones. Seismic
coefficient is the acceleratiotr of the
ground during arr earthquake. For
conveuience it is expressed irr ternrs
of 'g' acceleration due to the earth's
gravity or the change in speed of a

freely falling body equal to
981cms.per second. However these
are only recontnrerrdations and rrot
marrclatory. Making them n'rauda-
tory will give rise to their own
problems, n<lt the least of rvhicl'r is
corrttption - tlre utrhol)/ rlexus be-
tweerr unscrupulous builders,
corrtrpt bureaucrats and corrupt
politicians in prositions of authority.

li,eiuforced ceuretrt collcrete
Lrr.rilciings are the most earthquake
resist.'urt structures. [Jurt frtr rura]
India where people can't afford such
Lruildings, the BIS has provided
solrre broad guidelirres. Iron struc-
tures a re not rvell suite'd,
rt,ell-bonded brickwork with Prop-
t't'lr' l..1kr,Li i.r'i. l'.s is r(,r.ti)t)llt('n(lr'rl;
heavy blrrcks of stone for nrasortry
is unsafe (this car-rse,-l thr' nraxirrrurrr
cianrage at t(illari), brrt a urasourl,
of snrirll blocks set in a strong mor-
tar is ruuch safer. 'l"he most srritable
Irouse is that knorvn as a 'ruoncllith'
btrilding in lvhich tht: nrain u'alls are
so bottclecl .rtitl I<nit logt'tht'r as Irr
[.thavtr.ts a sinr;lc urrit. Slit-h:,lrrrr,
,.,,. ,.1,.,,1.i i' ,; ,. i,.,-t,,..,r.,,
,', tt, tti,'r f i,11',rrrri ir,r\'{'.r ltr.,, ilr,t
un-deltrrmable rrtof in orcler tr'r

irt,oicl att inclt,ast, irr tire irttrrci inll
nt{'\'r,ilrr,rtl''l lltr' L".rll:..

l,'rctt|otrt ],'i t'sl Jutt trrr rt'-JIrr x:lt !0() I

Earthquake Engineering
ln 1 931 , John Ripley

Freeman, a civil engineer, lamented:
"lt is strange almost beyond belief,
until one makes a search, that most
college textbooks cln structural
engineering say nothing whatever
about resistance to earthquake
stress, and no book in the English
language attempts a reasonably
complete presentation of the
principles of earthquake-resisting
design".

I don't lhink the situation in
our country is any different though we
are now in 2001. We do have a
faculty of Earthquake Engineering in
Roorkee University but by and large
most of our civil engineers are as
hazy as I am about how a seismic
coefficient is incorporated in the
design of a dam or structure. I have
come across many civil engineers
associated with river valley projects
who have not heard of lSl: 1893 -
Recommendations for Earthquake
Resistant Design of Structures. They
don't know thal a seismic zone map
of lndia exists, let alone how that map
can be a guide to engineers. I hope
the Bhuj earthquake will impel the civil
engineering faculties to wake up and
include earthquake engineering as
one of the important topics to be
taught to our future engineers.

A. K. R. Hemmady

lra ril riy ri.ikc I r rs r.r t'.rr.rcc

Anci firrally there' is Lhe cltres-

ti<ln of earthciuake irrstrlauce'.,f ohtr
Ripley Freeman, a civil errgineer,
wr()te an authoritatirre brxrk entitlecl
"Earthqrrake Danrage and Earth-
rlttake lnsurance". Flis researches
lecl hirn to "lrsli6.1'1' tlr1t, trltiprak'1r,,
a t:l it t tse covt:ri rt g t'a rt lr rltra kr clir ttr

.r11e,'t,ttlti ire itr, Itr.lrtl ilr ilt'ilr'lV
1 !t l\ lrlr' lll>tli,llr{r' l,t,llr\ It,i,lll
rr1, Jr t1',rrr I r'!t:trgC s,',.'::lft:.nti'1, -.1 n.l il

that il rvotrld bt' a hrrrden t() lto olte
attd tltirt rIL'n()i'il! l.nrtt't:tiott ol this
1..irr,.l Ir'r' rlrvr,lIirrris. l,rt li,r"it's, lrL'lt'ls

!:i
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arrd offices would add to the gen-
eral peace of mind."

h"r addition to the question of
providing insurance coverage for
natural disasters, there are other
important questions. Fire insuratrce
is now required by most lending
institutions. Should disaster
insurance be similarly made com-
pulsory? Should disaster insurance
be conrprel'rensive i.e. covering all
rratural hazards? Should premiums
vary according to seismic zoning?
Are public subsidies for disaster
insurance jtrstified? Is there a

practical way of insuring economic
losses other than physical damages,
such as general inconte losses? What
n'ould be the effect on the mortgage
industry arrd real estate markets if
insnrance companies did not renew
property-danrage insurarrce after
aunouncentent of earthquake
rvarnings?

After the Sarr Francisco earth-
rluake of l90ti the building code in
Califorrri.r for instarrce is very
strictly enforced . And there are the
insurarrce and banking interests
which ellsure strict adherence to the

code. Ahrr<'rst85% of housing in the
LJS is finarrced bv horrsins finarrce

companies. The buyer puts in 25clo

of his own n"loney and 80"/o is given
by these companies at 8 or 9% irt-
terest repayable in 30 years. Arrd the
mortgage itself is a transferable
commodity. In other words you carl
sell your house to another who takes

on the mortgage liability as part of
the terms of purchase. In fact people
make money or lose money because
when prices appreciate you get the
benefit of the hike or when prices
fall you suffer a loss.

So in the US there is a three-
pronged strategy. Firstly, there is a
clear cut code laid down for plan-
ning pennission; secondly that code
is strictly implemented arrd no per-
mission is given unless the code has
beerr adl'rered to; and thirdly, bank-
ing or nrortgage conlpal'ries take care
to see that the mortgages they have
in hand, are really rvorth the price
they pay.

l. Participants at the discussion were
Mr.Arr,irrd Deshpande, Honorary
Secretary, Leslie Sarvhrrv I'rogramnre;
N4r.Dilip [)ouza, columnist and social
activist; Mai.Gen. Eustace [)'Souza;
Mr.A.K.l{.Hemmady, Depr.rty Director
Cleneral(lietd.), Geological Sun'ey of
Irrdia; N'lr.N. l{aghunathan IAS (ltetcl.)

among positions helcl were Defence
Secretary Government of India and

Chief Secretary, Covernment of
Maharashtra, Mrs.l(ashmira Rao.
Programmes Exetrtive, Project for
Econonric Edr,rcation; and Mr.S.V.Raju,
Eclitor, L rcedoilt L'irst.

?. Articles by Mr.A.l(.lt.llernmar-ly in
Freetlortt Firsf on Earthcluakes:

All AItotl Enrthquakes, Jarruary-Marclr
1994

A reuieu, of the book'Earthqunke Hnznrd
nnd the Lttrge Dntns in the Himalavns'
ectited bv Vinod Gartr - October-
December '1994

On Preclictitrg Earthquakes - Jarruary-
March 1996

Dnnrs nnd the Etntironmerrl - April-Jnne
1997

The lnbnlpur L)arthquake - April -June

1997

Enrthqunkes Lry A.K.li. IJemnracly,
published bv the Natiorral Book l'rust,
New Delhi.

Others who wrote on thc subject in
F r e ed om l-irsl inch.rde:

Mr. Ilaphael I(azmarrn The l-nios '.i
Nature Cnuttttt lte lsttord, .'1Pril-Junc
1997

Dr. \4. Ilanrakrisltna - 7-ltt Ner.d h',s/r'ilir'
a Bnlnttce, April-June 1997

For copies of tl-resc'articles please rr'rite
to the Eclitor. You will be recluirecl ttr

reinrburse copiring arrd postage
charges.

Surely, Not a Wife For All Reasons !

When the earthqtrake shook
Crr jarat c.\,ery()ne irr atrthority in Delhi
r.r,as at the lltprrLrlic Day paracle. Tlre
cartlrrlitalit' Iook pl,rce Icn rtrirttttt's
lrt.iort. the l'aradc trcgan. What prrt,r'cn-
t,.,1 llr,' I'r irrrr. lvlirrislr.r.rri,l tht' I lor-rrLr

\4irrislt'r fronr rrrslrirrg [,ir< k. ( )t.tt' catt

r r rr.lcrstrt ntl.ti rlr I ilrt' l';rlrrrlt'.t t'trlrl. ttt,l
h,' callr'd rrff hectttsc it nrrrst lrave got
r,'..rrJv;.tt lr';rst tu'tr lrrrtrrs earlicr. Tltt'
I'r,-'si clr'rr t t'i I rrcl i,r as tltt' (lrntttl,r rttlt'r-
in-(lhit'f takcs thr. snlrrte. Thc rest, fronr

l6

the Prime Minister dortruwards are
only spectators. They rcally havc n<r

role kr plaf in the Parade. Tr,r,o or three
nrinistt'rs. like tlrr' \4inistcrs ior
I'rotocoI or l,lxtcrnirl Aiiairs corrIcl lrnvr:
Itt'r'tr itr attt'ttriirr.tr'r' r)n th(' l)rt'sitlt:rrt:
Itttt lltost' utvtlir ltl lr t(lKlnr: .l( trlrl
,rr irittg 1t-ortr tlir: ,:ar-tlrqttal..r' !tkr' thc
['rime' Mir.rister, thc Honrc' .Minister
and tlrr' r\grictrltr.rre Minister slrotrlcl
hir',' rrrslrt'rl Ltack t,r organist' attcl

nronittrr r'('scLre and relir.i opcraIiotts.

h'r,'ctlorrt Iiirsl,lattttary-IIart:lt 200 I

S. V. Itaju

The Centre for Crisis Manage-
nrent is located in the Ministry of
Agrictrlturt bccause thcy are srrp-
post'ti to clr'al u,itlr fltrotis, clrtttrghls
;rrrtl natrtral crrllnrili,.'s. litlt tht'
i\grrcirltttt t' Sct lct,rr\ , \\ lt() pr(l
sLll)t,rl,ir r,.r.'.ii.,,,il iit. l,,r.,.i ,l, l

n()t r'(ill\'r'r){,tirI iirsr trrtt ii!;-, iill 1 1l.lll,
Wl'rat were lh--1;g gcrltletuett doin6
lrctr'r'ecn g.rrrr,irrtl 3 prtr?

i\s lot' Iltt' :;Iittt' !',('\'('l-lllll('llt
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their officials from the chief minister
dor'r'nu'ards, appeared shell sl-rockecl.

I can sav this rvith confidence, and
thonsands like me n'ho rvatched the

chief minister irud his ministers and
bureaucrats r,vill bear me out. Tl'rey
stammered, hesi ta ted, repea ting
themselves, often trailinp; off in mid-
sentence r,vheu trot nrouthing inarrities
or spreading alarm as the chief
nrinister clid lvhen he rvarned of more
earthquakes.

Bv fortunate circumstance Bhuj
is an Armv and Air Force base. The
llrr' Infantry Divisiorr based in Bhuj
n,ere training in neigbhbouring
Barmer in Rajastharr for their annual
mallouvers n'hen the earthquake
struck. The1, 1s1u..ed immediately
and their commanding officer took
charge straightr,r'ay and the units that
had come for training - the five
battalions - \ /ere sent otrt on relief
tvork. tir'e.r,t,one is trnaninlolls evL'rl the
shell-shocked ministr'rs that but f<tr the
Arnred Forces many thor.rsands more
would have died. Newspapers and
magazines acknowledged and praised
their role in savinc lives, keeping optn
a line of communication, delivering
essential commodities ranging from
drinking water and food to bandages
and medicines. It took ages for the civil
authorities to shake off their shock and
take action.

nrtisattce - the VVIP and tl're'VIP. The1,

lanci like flies in disaster areas ior a

personal look-see. Ancl this means tht'
Iocal irr'lministration's attention'is
divertet-l from dealing r.vith tht
collsequences of the disirster irnd
savirrg precions lives, to protecting,
chaptroning and moll1,c1yddling these
VII)s u'ho are oftt'n nrore inteut or-r

nredia ptrblicity for themselves tharr
irr being of real help to the victims of
these disasters.

Because the Irrime Minister
r,r'anted to see for himself, the airport
in tshr.rj r,r'as closed for 24 hours and
relief planes from manv countries
rvere not allor,t,ed to land. Thev had
to be diverted to Ahmedabad. Can
anything be nrore callous? Even some
of the relief planes that landecl, after
cooling their heels at the airport,
rettrrned home iu disgust. The1, 161161

the press that they clid rrot knou'
rl'honr to talk to. And even rvhc-re

sr-rpplies landed, they lay at the airport
unattended for da1's together rvith no
one to take thenr to places r,vl'rere they
n.ere urgentlv needed because there
tvere rlot errough trucks to transport
thenr not to nrention tlre ubirltritotrs
Customs rrfficials rvlio rvcrrI b1' the
book regarding import regr-rlations.

For the hrst24 to 48 hours there
was no goverrlance rvorth the name.
One has only to read the nehrspapers
rrl' llt,r:;t' ,--lit.,:; lrr irii,. c ',i lrlehe .] T\./

(other than DD of course) on the
af terma th of the earthquake.
Doordarshan did rrot consicler thtr
earthquake irnpttrtarrt errotrgh to prrt
everl'thing else aside inclrrding the
Itepublic Day Pararle and the manl'
entertainment prograntnles tlrat
follorvecl. Mercifuily n,e. had othc'r
charrnels that clicl precisely that. Sonre
clranrrels like ,4n7 Tnk, Slar Nuos nttd
ZF,E Nazus dici a great job of informing
the prs6pl.' of India the iravoc ancl
nlisery u'rotrght by the earthcluakt'.
I-lad these non-official channels rrot
treen there DD vr'oulcl have enforced
a partial blackout of the extent of tl're

tragedy and the incompetence of the
civil adnrinistratiolr.

Mr. Richter has been cited as

saf ing tl'rat "r'ery, fer,r. people are over
injured or killed by earthquakes as

such. Thev lose the.ir lives or are
irriured in the collapse of verv old
bLrildings u'l'rich need to be reinforcecl
or replacecl, or in iires rvhich get t.lut
of control." In many ways olrr corrllpt
buil der-bureaLlcra t-elec ted
represt'ntatives have sought to prove
Itichter \\/rong. A n.rajority oi buikiings
that crr-rmbled palticuiarll, in lJhr.rl ancl

,\httteclrl.atl rr'ert' t'i ut.rrc IE'icrlt
construction.

Disaster Management

By all accourlts our disastcr
management has generally been
r-li.iai 'ii ()il:; iil.itl.'r,{!'ille llt. Apllt l l-t.rit',

the Armed Forces, hundrecls trl
voluntary organisatiorrs ranging frorl
the l{trmakrishna Missiorr and the
Sarvodaya Mandals to the RSS u'ere
the first to reach the sites of natural
disasters. Politics and petty differelrces
are often forgotten lvhen everyone
lencls .r helping hand. While these
exlnrprle5 of citizerrs' itritiativc aro
,rlr.rt ;;,r tri ttrakr l-r,r .r lr.',rltlrt .ivil
',,,:r- :ir: i.l.r ir, i]r.:, ,.i,.-, ,.,,,,

',,p,1,1.-irr,:iri l,Lri,r.,i -,,1-,;il.iill il,t
rcs()Llrccs (rl the State in or.ganising
';Lici-i)t.rt for victinis of trittrtrt-":r 

"rjratlr.

It lt;rs bcen nlflrti()llcLi tlarlicr

An Admission of Guilt

Officials are now admitting they messed up. Most of them have themselves
lost somebody they know or loved. All the 100 buildings that were built over the
last five years either collapsed, or, if they are still standing, have been certified
as unsafe for habitation.

Over the last two years, buildings of up to eight floors had been appror,reci
in Bhul without checks and balances Countries such as Japan insist thal rules
goverrrinq burldtng rn seisnric zones should be sacrosarrct

ln [3hrr1, br-rilders and contractors chipped away at safety ccnsideratr.]ns
fr., ,, , ...1, .l -i.\,,,. I. D. ,- r,r.rr^ r.... nnn,.,,,,.^l-,.1A^( rr. il , .!. uJ rrj v '.)r'rrJ ,v uu ,Jquure rr,L. ( (r'(i,'lr,,r^.
"We are all selfish people. As iong as it did not affect us, we kept sanctioning
building plans,' adrnitted Krrrt SompLrra, pr'esrdent of the Bhuj Municipai Corpotatron

The Indian Expiess

l"t't:r,:,.Iont Fit'st,lctntr c; t't'-IIa rclt'J00 i 17
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that there was no one at Krishi Bhavan
rvhicl'r is the office of the Ministry of
Agriculture and which is responsible
to deal with natural disasters. This was
also true of the lndian Meteorological
Department (lMD). It is reported that
there was no one in the IMD's office
because it was closed being Republic
Day, a national holiday ! And it took
eight hours for tl're Disaster
Management Group to meet.

Our governments are good at
getting out of difficulties by the sirnple
expedient of fornling committees. All
that happens is that members of these
committees get TA (which is Travel
Allowance), DA(which is Daily
Allowance) a house in Dell'ri or the
State Capital concerned, free rail or air
travels and often a foreign visit or tr,r'o
tl'rrown in. These are sinecures for
defeated politicians or those whonr the
powers that be at any given moment
of time wish to oblige or are obligated
to for services rendered. Prof.
Northcote Parkinson equated the work
of Committees to visiting the lavatory.
As he put it so picturesquely ' There
is a sitting, a report (which the Oxford
dictionary says also means sound of
a loud explosion) ancl the matter is
aliowed to drop!

Committees that are depen-
clent for their continued existence on
the government of the day and have
no statutory rights are generallv
r..,rilltr,ttt t,tqth I'lr,' r.ttrntr..r'1..,,,1.: .r

Disaster Management Cronp c<'rm-

prising the best available professional
talent in the country. The Group must
have statutory status and report to
Parliament. The head of the Group
should be a perscrn with Cabinet
status, wl'ro reports to the President of
Tndia ancl nrrrst har.'e tlrc right to rcport
to I)arlianrent evcn if he is not a

l\4cnthr",rf | )rrli a nrctr t - gen r-'rr I !.,' rlr r'
11';1 1, Poiitrcs has,1t'r,t'lo|t'd in tlrl
.l'-lttt:., ,:ll:'; 1i) ')'r',ii,i ll '.,,;. j.rli.l,,
pattcrn' tonipetent persons nncl
pcrs()ns of integrity kt'ep their distancc
frotrr r.lec-tir',,t rrffir:r,. Anil iri Iir.t-,,:., li-

1B

natural calamities this Group will have
furll powers to do all that is necessary
to deal with the situation. And they
should have a well-equipped (with the
latest in mechanical equipment and
well-trained sniffer dogs) force which
can launch with minimum loss of time
relief and rescue operations.

Such Disaster Managenent
Groups need professional help. And
there are. many if only the authorities
look. And they don't l'rave to go far.
Click on the internet and they can
locate them. One such which was
brought to my attention is a website
called www.taru.org. Taru has
prepared a comprehensive website on
the Gujarat earthquake. It has scientific
information on quakes, details of the
Gujarat quake, damage and casualtie's,

relief efforts, details of aid, situation
reports et al. lt is not as if we lack
expertise. But when politicians wish
to hog the limelight and the credit,
they are reluctant to let experts take
over. This is the sad aspect of our
ptrblic life. This has to change if we
are to get allywhere near solving our
problems.

Meanwlrile the Army must, as

far as possible, be spared tasks that are

not directly related to the defence of
India. This was among the reasons for
the creation of the Border Roads
organisation and several other para-
military forces. There is also the.
'| .r:it -j .l r "'.1'. rlr.1\'. 1.. f r, nl ...' -"J - '

servicemen, that is responsible for the
protection of the environment. Any or
all clf these could be developed as

action-arms of the Disaster
Management Group.

Our governments alrd
politicians nral' birckle uirclcl lvhcri
firccd Lrv clisnster brrt they are verv
^,,.,.1 ;,,,,-.,-,.i, i,,,,.,... lrCl,.r,,r.1:,lli,.ir\''i" rr.ra rl'L\

!t rvirs tht' z\sian (,lrncs in lhr:
;, ii ,,li. -,,,i ili. rrirrsl rr r t'rr[ >1,gr-i,r.it

- the International Fleet Review that
prrt the avcragL. N4rrnrbai citiizr'n to
t'lrirsitlt rlblr irt, r:rr i trritttct: irti,-j tlrc

[rreedotn Firsl,larutut'y-ll4cLrch 2001

nation to tremendous finarrcial loss.
One report estimatect that Mumbai citv
lost on an average around its.i,0()()
crores or Rs.100 million a dav for five
days.

The police were rude to the
common people. I experienced this
rudeness personally when policemen
screamed at us going about our
business, to move on. I lvas also
witness to their shoving and
preventing people from enterinll ihe
road that leads to the Catervav of
India. With fighter planes lea."'ing
vapour trails with colours of the
national flag it was indeed a

celebration. And all this wllen the
ravages of the earthquake were till
fresh in our minds and the various
llon-governnrelrt TV channels broui;h t

us dreadful tales of people's suffering.

A friend said that the revier,r'

could not be postponed becatrse
preparations ibr it had begun ovcr ir

year ago. I disagree. Participating
nations would have understood and
sympathised if this international t-leet

review had been cancelled ()r
postponed for the tinrt' beirrg. For
almost a rveek parts of Mlrnrbai
resembled Delhi with its rnany
restrictions on the movement of people
along thoroughfares where tlreir
majesties the ministers live.

This is tro roflr:ction otr tlr',:

I.l:rv, . 'l-it,:1- 
puii-r,rne .i .,: t,r .le , t ., i;,

their civilian masters. Thuy too Lrore

the btrrden of rescne and relief at
Kandla and Candhidham; and tron,
they were asked to pllt on their finery
and provide a spectacle nruch ns a

husband who makes his wife do all the

household chores arrci tht:rr expects her

tir pui orr hcr iincr_r.'arci Lrt tll.'
cvn()sLrr(. of cither's evcs. Sttrt:lt'thtl
,iii_.rr.rl l',,,,, i.. rr,,i,,,,ii'. i-,,r ,rll
rcas0 tt:; !

(This nrticle is pnrtlv hnsed orr tht
disrirssr,'rrrs ltrlr! lrv I:rctlrtttt l:irsl ott

l tbt iittt tl ). t



R4ections Serious and Facetious

The Dangers of General l(nowledge :

Everyone has agreed that tl-re show put up by
Zee TY as a counter to the Amitabh show over Star
Plus, would be a llon-starter. One must admire
Amitabh's resilience as a survivor. Dogged by
MyastheniaGravis; bogged down by an unfortunate
political inrrings; the storm centre of controvery, when
he turrred himself into a corporate entity, he was
written-off as a "has-been". He has conre back in
triunrph - a Ceasar of the small screen, "Veni Vidi Vici".

However, the craze for general knowledp;e which
lras suddenly hit the lni polloi, has a psychological as-
pect, no less than a moral one. Sherlock Holmes put
this irrttl arr irrteresting tl'reory. Wherr he looked blank
on Dr. Watson's telling him about the Copernicun
theory, he said it was irrelevant to his areas of r.r'clrk,

artd he was nninterested. He then gave an analogy

Celebrity Endorsement

It is said that each of us has one novel in us. But
anyolre who calls himself, or herseif, a novelist, needs
to n,rite nrore bcloks,. as alt evalnati<tn of a writer de-
perrds on quality vvritings, over a period of time.
Arundhati ltry's overhyped first uovel, has been fol-
lowed, not by another novel, but a series of polem-
ics, orr the Narn'rada agitation. She was a dropout from
architecture school; sustained herself as a hippy in Goa,
baking cakes. She has th0s, no professional knowledge
'i -1.':'::. .: -::ii.::r:';'t::'",1 ,'-'11qr1-1-,ir;1;, !r-. ,-;11'1r,1i11 I,'..'-

after the hvpe oi her ttrst trorrei jras la(fed, tltc Lejclr-
ritv acldecl to her nanle, bv- her participatiorr in this
nrotremerlt, hi-rs kept her in tlie public eye. In ar recent
issrre trf Otttlook, she has also givetr us a cierlorrology
of globarlisation and multinationals.

Requie"m for Jeei€:ncira Frasad
r\ * i,,r r iqir i rrr',1 r' 1",.1r,r1,] r.,- l'rts;r,l 1l ii,1J 11,e6'1... .,i r -

f,'f lil'; lirliltr.'i'rt:l,ii5l lr\r-il\/ lsl lii.' l. ()11;iltt5tj j lr.s1,1r,rrr'\

u\.i.;i ilr, ,,,.-,,i.,1 -i,,r,i,.-1,r, ri, ,,.t1 -l;,1i. ,1 iil, , t.ijl'- ;,

rvliiclr 'killer'l lrinrT The c.trllpcti,u" f,,.., arrci lrate oi tlie
lilvali:;!s rrr,.,r* lilie,;-t 1,1..,,1.-,,qp11 11-,1i1rr-r ! ,rri l-,ir.t. Tlte frairrJ
,ri- 

P.11''1i' 1,ii,1-lir:rq, l i'rrr tiit,r. cj ir,,l-t,int. J_)t:St,ritt. ilrit i...a-.

Louella Lobo Prabhu

Crorepati Style

r,r'hich makes sense. He said that the hur.nan mirrd is
like an attic. It can be tidily stored with objects which
can be inlmediately accessed. Or, it can be untidily
stacked with useless lumber, wllich hinders access to
what one needs. The range of questions asked, espe-
cially on sports and films, are extremely obscure. No
one humau being can hold such a diversity of inter-
ests - naturally. If unnaturally mugp;ed up, the knowl-
edge will pass out of the user's head. It may, perhaps
be useful for the I.A.S. General Studies' Paper. Quiz-
zes of the "Mastermind" variety, nore validly test the
knowledge of the quizzer, in a subject in which he has
specialised knowledge. The ethical part of the conun-
drum, is the easy molley rln danrrr-iool questions,
greater tl'ran the cash prize awarded to Nobel Laure-
ates after clecades of u,ork.

There is no question, that India rreeds porr,'er: it
has the lorvest irrdices of po'"ver corrsur-upti<'rn in the
world. Cujarat, in particular, is a State of senri-per-
nlallent drought, rvhich adversely affects botir agricul-
ture and irrdustry. Presuniably, tire jr,rdges of the Slr-
prenle Court, know more on the subject, than Ms. i(oy
in givirrg the danr a "go-al'read". Medha l)atkar's rvoli<,
by causing delay, has added, in thousands oi crores,
to the cost. She and Arundhati shor-rld have str-rck to
onr. rr:.-rir.rt - r.:halrilitatiol lrf th.: displac,.:d 1'.'11i6]r csol-r15

;\,-'L.,il i;.ill-.r,;.,. il^, .;,.: tr..l-,,,., 1,. i.,-l i.i, ijl"

no tecltrrical innovatirrn starrting vvith thc ir-,.lustrial
revolution can ttrke place, r,r'ithout ltnnr;rrr ctrsts. ltr this
dav ar.rd age, these are llow t;rkerr inlo acc()unt ()r

shor"rld be at the plarrrrirrg stage, r.r'hich 11r;15 116'1,s1 slotte
bef<rre.

:rll{ illililrrt, r.\ tiir ltli:r. il,i;, ir rii!!,.!l!i r, ri, illl i)ie:;)

li'. li:ll'il ir,r\ r' ,, ,, !,r:.-,: ir' ,rir'rj,,.-ii\;r i,i

irrg to view the hodv a.cldecj bathos, rlot patl.ros, to their

','isils.

t:l



There are two n'raiestically defiant errdirrgs, of
well-spent lives, based on conviction. Beethoven shook
his fist at the storm, which was raging while he lay
dying (did the Heavetrs themselves rveep?). The second,

that of the n<'rvelist Thomas Hardy, a lifelong agrrostic.

He refused to recant and die a pious Christian death,
repeatirrg a Omar Khayyam couplet: Ph thou inverted
bowl we call the sky, whereunder crawling cooped, we

Hillary Clinton

Hillary Clinton has won her election to the Sen-

ate, being the first U.S. First Lady to do so. No doubt,
she is also the first First Lady in the U.S. to bring such
intellectual strengths and inputs, in this high, but clearly
secondary role.

It is likely tl'rat she tolerated her husband's in-
fidelities, with a refusal to share the Presidential bed-
roor)1, even on a foreign tour. They probably arrived
at the understanding that she would play the part of
the accommodating wife, till the end of his tenure,
rvhile he would thron' behind her, the n'hole of his
prestige arld perks as President. His campaigning for
her was undoubtedly an important ingredient in her
victory. She was more than a candidate as the

live arrd die, lift not they hands to it for lielp - for it
rolls impotently on, as thou and I". I believe, even Cod
would look on dissent tolerantly, at the agnostic, if the
latter led an otherwise good life: genuinely tried ar-rd

failed to find God. In my own life, I have seerr, that
agrrostics live by higher standards of morality, than the
absolute believer witl'r the luxury of periodic confessior.r.

President's wife, she l'rad the advantage of the Secret
Service protection, limousines and other aids, to nrake
l'rer campaign safe and comfortable. The biggest hurdle
she had to face was that of not being a New Yorker -

a shallow argument. In India, a Deputy Conmissioner
gets a fair idea of his charge within 6 weeks of tak-
irrg over. Her choice of a home in New York State, everr
before the result was known, indicated that she had,
arrd lras every intention, of being irr situ for her corr-
stituents. On both sides, big lnoney was spent on the
election, which irrdicates that even in First World de-
mocracies, the element of money-power has overtaken
personalities and ideologies. Conceivably, her next goal
is The White House.
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Angels From Tibet

Venerable Tashila la and Phuntsok Wangchuk in a suburban
train in Mumbai.

Tenzin Tsundue

ln the five years of stay in prison what
Wangchuk found most difficult was the
flag salutation. Prisoners are regularly
called out in the prison quadrangle and
made to stand in a straight line to salute
the Chinese national flag.

Trvo unusual visitors carne to
Mumbai on the first of February.
Phurrtsok Wangchuk and the Verrer-
able Tashi la were to arrirue at the
Munrbai Central railu'ay statirr. that
1111rruiu.g. An lrrr'lian irienc-l and I rvent
trr receive thenr as they n'ere coming
b the city for the first tirle. They rnust
feel free in the citv. They rvere not
quite used to freedom having been
political prisorrers in Til:ret arrtl ltacl
escaped to india.

Four years ago r,r'herr I caure
here to study, my friend had given r"ne

his address and phone number and
I marraged to locate him. Tashi la is
a nrrrrrk and tlrotrrllr he lras l.een irr
irrtl i,l lor tlte last ti';r f i'el.s his Ilirrrl i

lrasrr't gone itt,rlorul 'anpkc rtmrt kyo lni?'
l'hrrntsok had beerr irrvitetl b1,
'Friends of Tilret lnclia' to Participrate
in a prograrunre entitlec'l: 'Tibet :

Eyewihress Accourrts'. Tashi had come
to Mur.nbai along r,r,,ith [)htrntsok.

Tiishi lratl noI Lrt't:rr ii\r'iut, oi'
Ihe (]lrirrest-r prcsen(-r, itr l ibet trrrtil tht,
lll('i)l-17 itlr,'ir l,r' i,,in,,rl llrt, ,l,rrrr\,,
\'lott;1s11't-1 A:; .1 111,,n1. lrt, r.r,.its ir.lilrl
irr rlrr' r,.\rr.i !i,,r1. ,11.11-1111;. lt.lr1l {ll:
Chitrese rrrle in Tibet lJe startcd par
ti,'iyrllirri: irr lt'r,,,rlorrr,,r111;r;1i1,1r.:

secretlv r,r,itlr
h is fel lon,
monks. Irr
191J9, rvhen a

major denr-
orrstratiotr
broke r>ut in
Lhasa, they

responded by scribbling freedom slo-
garls ol1 the rt'alls of go'"'ernnrerrt
buildirrgs. Orre iateful rright, he r,r,as
'caught red handed' as it rvere w,ith
a paint brush in his hand. He n'as
setrtencecl to 1111*" \'ears imPrison-
ment aucl rigorous latrour. After his
release in 1993, he nranagec{ to escape
to India.

l)htrntsok looks older than his
ase. \4/herr hc rr'rs arrestecl Lr1, 11-,"
('lrilrese l'rolice 6lt a c[.rrrc .f c,rrrlrter
revolutic'rnary activities, he n'as only
21 . I{e rvas studying in Lhoka middle
school number two. One afternoon, at
arouud 3 o'clock seven policemer-r
barged into their school and searchecl
1'1','p1, 1111,r1.- ;r11(.1 r-r\rlr!-,r,r!, t]ttif Clltf_
rrrrior\,. i lre-y tiierr rr.lriskeci arva1,
['huntsok rvho rvas trever heard of for
a long tirue. Such is the fear the Chi-
nese have instillecl in the nrinds oi tlre
Tilretans. Anl' atteurpt to express Ti-
betan sentiments is sr-rppressed
brtr ta llv.

l,lrasa is enr.clopetl [rv a lruqe
r'lourl rri silL'rrcr'. Tht., i',rrrni;st!,r"5 ilr.r

l'.,\'\, ll'.. ".,.it,... ... ,.r.r..,r.,t... .,rr,(rr ( \L,t
ru(l\ c'lllullt oi [lre ;r1rrPi1 rrr tirc str.eets.
\'1tll:l1l\tr'rS 311. ;il,i:,.\ L I'\'i,i.\,,1t{:..
'r'i rt j-iit'ntlt; iLiSf)('(i r,lrt: irtrrrlirt,r rrj

I,'r'r.trlottt Iii t.s! .Jatt ttrrt.t'- XI qrr'it !00 I

being Clrinese irrfornters. Manv
activists have beeu Il'uchecl irr tlre
cover of the rright, interrogated irr
prisons and if fourrd nttt clirecilv
invol'"'ed in 'illegal' activities, thev are
beaten a-,r-ra,rr'rraiorra and duntpeci irr
some dark corller of the tor.vn.

Plruntsclk u'as irrterrogated
repeatecilv and senterrced to five Years
irnprisonrnent in the irrfamous
Drapchi prison. I'risoners iu this
prison are allon'ed jr"rst fifteen nrinutes
each dav to go o1lf of tlreir cell ft,r
fresh air in the prison corridor.

In the five years of staf in
prison rt,lrat Wangchuk fotrnd r.nost
difficult rvas the flag saluta tiorr.
I'risouers ale regularl,t, callecl or.r t in
the prison tluarlrangle auci niacle tir
stand in a straight lirre to salute the
Chinese national flag. Sirrcer the,i,
were all tortured to the pclint oi
physical disability, thev n,ere unable
to stand straight or turrr riglrt or left
.ll; a()trtn) lit!lrtrl. I'ol i.iii:,, .lti,,Lili, ,.
!\'crc kicl<ecl anrl carrecl irr frout rrf
evervlrtrclV. T'lie1' nre accgst'cJ 9f l>eips
r--ouuter-rer,oltrtionary arrcl abused for
their stublr()rltltess iu refusirrc lo
charnge. 1'hough I'hr.rutsok rvas
educated in Tibet in schools controllt:d
bv tl.t.6,,.ttn"se lre is ()ne arlr()lrg llalrv
r.r'lro t'orriintrt' to 'u oice their ieeling
Ior .rtr irtrir,tlrerrclerrI T'ilrr.t.

,. rrrtr(.it. il,lli()lt,ll

cel'eln( )lt_y. \,vas lrelcl irr
pt.il.r,i rqt s \r cl c .lsICti
ritlttt,' rirl ri



prisoners defied the order and started
shoutir.rg slogans for a "Free Tibet".
The prison guards were unable tc.l

control situation. This resulted in
l-n()re tortLlre and irrcreased prison
ternls f or rnany. One evening,
Lolrsang Choephel a mollk prisoner
(age 25) committed suicide by
hanging hinrself fronr tl're toilet
lvirrdon' bar lvith his belt. He left
trehind a note "l lvill never salute or
bou' to the Chinese flag".

Next mornirrg the prisorrers
carried Lobsarrg Choephel's dead
boc{y orr their shoulder and rvent
around the prison shoutirrg "Free
Tibet". The prisorr guards agaitr tried
kr clamp dolvrt on the demonstratiorr
arrd this led to a scr-rffle. Two prisoners
suffered bullet injuries. Phuntsok n,as
anlorlg those u'ho lvere charged rvith
spearheaciing the denronstration. Ile
u'as interrogated and lvherr he derried
the charges he u,as tortured. Ile u'as
nrade to stand in a crucified position
and a beam rvas tied to his stretched
harrcls. A plank rvas sellt dor,r'n his
thigh aud his legs n'ere tied to it. He

has beaten by six policerneu for tu'o
hours. When he became unconscious,
a bucket of cold h'ater \^'as splashecl
on him. When he regained cou-
sciousrress, he r.r'as beaten lvith an
electric baton and iron rod. This rvent
on for days tclgether. As a result of
irrjuries sustained during the torture,
l)huntsok walks n'ith a lirnp.

We walked arottnd Kala
Choda (in Mumbai) on our u'ay back
to the hotel. He shor'r'ed me his
srvollerr ankle and marks of irrjuries
orr his elborvs, knuckles and krrees.
Marks that r.t'ill rernairr ft'rr long and
marks he lvill never forget all his
life.

About being in lrrdia, he said,
"Here I dorr't ha'"'e to be cautious
about n'here I lvalk and rvith rvho I
speak. I feel at ease here rvhereas in
Tibet I rvas always being vr,atched."

Phuntsok left for Dharamsala
soorr after the meeting. I-le is still
under medicatiorr. I-{e rvants to learn
English arrd Arnl himself with

conlputer knowledge. Fle is among
those youngsters who believe that
violence is a rneans to achieve
Independence. The general
destructiotr of Tibetan culture in Tibet
that he has seen and the fear of
turning Tibet into a huge Chinese
province is genuine and it is
happening. He believes that the orrlv
h'ay to save Til'ret is to foil the Chinese
attempts to settle a large nurnber of
Chinese in Tibet. This he says can be
done by unsettling the uen'settlers.

Phurrtsok is rreither educatecl in
a particular cloctrine nor is he linked
to arr organisation. He has livecl in
Tibet and through his struggle he has
growrl up into a determined freedorr
fighter. He views the little freedorn
he has attained by escaping into luclia
as all opportunity to equip hinrself to
fight for the independerrce of Tilret.
A freedorn fighter is at large. Tinre
!r'ill tell us whell the Tibetans n'ill be
able to go back to a Free Tibet.

TENZIN TSUNDUE, a Tibetan exilc, is a

post-graduate student in l'hilosophy at the
University of Mumbai.
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Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh
Anjali Patil-Gaikwad

He was keen to see an lndia which was closely knit
wherein the fabric of society would not be rent by petty
squabbles of caste and religion. He, along with others
who shared his views, in his own words, had ,,always
done our best to put down not only untouchability but
the rivalry and jealousies between castes',.

Irrdia, known as the land of
rt'isdom, irad, for a long time, de-
rried tlre right of edtrcation to a

sizeabie section of her people. Eclu-
cation remained tl're prerogative of
a fern', thalrks to a rigidly enforced
systeln of prerogatives based on
caste. It rvas tlris prejudice that
forced India to stare in awe at the
breathtakirrg pace of progress which
the Industrial Revolrrtion had her-
alded in Europe. Even the so-called
elite n,ho regarded educatiorr as
their birthright did ncrt find the idea
of throwing the doors of education
rvide operr to all and surrdry, very
palatable. They were unsparing in
their criticism of navericks who
tried to infuse a progressive spirit
into;-r lr age r,f ortlrrrrlox)'ancJ frit'tl
to thlvart their e'fforts at all possible
levels, often successfully. As a re-
sult, everr at the turn of the
nineteenth cerrtury, only 5.4% Indi-
ans were literate, of whicir womell
were less tharr loln.

It is against tlris lrackdrrrl.r
that we ttssess the contribution of ;r

nr r n (-A llc d [)r.. l)tr n ir [r ra o D cs ]r .

rrrr.rk.h.'l'lris rrtrtrarkalrle nran rr,as
r r-strlrrsilrit, fr.,r- titl<irrg r.rJrtcntt,,r.l
ri(hl don'rr to tlrc grlrss-rirols nf
VirJalbh;r (nr,u, a! pitrf L,f

Maharashtra) at a time when edu-
catiorr \4,as rrot t'rnly thought
unrlecessary, but was actually
srreered at. People of this regiorr
were of the opinion that the best
s()Llrce of irrconte n'as agriculture,
rlext carre business and senrice was
a measly third. Since edtrcation in-
evitably led to the last end, people
had rro nse for it. Dr. Deshmukh
took upon hirnself the task of per-
suading Such people that an
educated man would not only firrd
endless opportunities fc.rr himself,
but rvould also be recognized as a

rrational asset in the lorrg run.

Tl're Will to Learn

Dr. Deshmukh's respect for
education probably steurmed from
the fact that his parents, though of
ittoclcst ll LL,(i I t) .ir rtl ir. i[] i jrilr'tj I r, .r rr t

edr-rcation, hacl etrcleavourecl to see
their son well educated. A brilliarrt
student, he was always at the top
of his class, but he was to lose nrany
years of education owing to differ-
errt reasorrs - ollce because l-ris
village schclol did not gil beyrlud the

Lrrinl.il'y levt:I, dLre it, ill ht:altlr; antl;
itI ollrer Iirnes for lack ol nrorrev. Yel
lris ll;lrr'rrls 1qr1,pp ,1,,11,111-rirt,,,l I I'r,,,
r;lise,l ttr, )ll{)\/ l)\/ rrrrrrt.'e,'irr-,r'. 51,11

ing l.lieir larici. [Jli.rr.r,..rb lre wrs
alft'ctiorrirtcl,t'callr:cl , rr'herr in a

httste i, colrligll Itis lir tr tirr:.tls .irrri

I"ra:rlotn Fi rsl Ju rLu.ct rt,-Marc:h 2001

studied bv a small oil-lamp late into
the nip;ht. He passed his Intermedi-
ate examination fronr Fergusson
College, Pune, and set sail for Err-
gland for further education. (The
furrds \r/ere ()r1ce agairt raisecl [rt'
nrortgaging land). After sr.rrmount-
ing many difficulties, includirrg
having to return to Irrdia once be-
canse he rvas broke - a further loan
of Rs.15,000 saw him through - he
returrred to India, a Barrister.

He wrote: "lf I had not hacj
to face untold hardships right frr>m
childhood, parrtictrlarly irr gettinu
educated, I lvould uot have hacl the
rvill power and enthusiasrn, I have
today, for workitrg for the rvelfare
of society". Having been througlr
every stage of helplessness, Bhatr
could easily sympathise witlr those
rviro iratl the rvill trrr t lrilrl rr't tirt,
lneans. He took upou l.rimself the
respclnsibility of extending a lrell'r-
ing hand to all who rreeded it. Even
with massive loatrs to repay, he did
not take tl're soft option of joining
governrrellt service, writirrg to his
father tlrat it rvent asainst his grairr
io tie hirrtselI clolvrr to rrrything thiit
n'cruld restrict lris rclivitit's in the
,.....;-l f:. l r

".1! it.; lt.l i fi t t,,l "

In lris actir.c ccrecr thir i
il,.lrirl('ri ior'trr ve.u': I'r otit |925 tt,
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1965, one of the first things Bhau did
was to operl a students hostel.
Started in 1926, the Shraddhanand
Ilostel in Nagpur had only seven
sturdents to begin with, aud eveu
then, it n'as difficult to manage with
the meager resolrrces available. He
started a 'Mushtifund' ('Mushti', a

Marathi rvord, nleans fistful) along
the lines of Swami Shraddanand's
'Attafund', lvhich was a plea to the
people to set aside just a fistful of
foodgrains every day and dorrate
these for the students at the hostel.
Bhau himself did tl-re rounds of
rlunlerous villages on his bicycle to
collect the food thus set by. The
scher.rre was a success and Bl'rau's
tribe increased. He conducted an-
other experiurerrt at the hostel.
Realising that parochial tendencies
could never be eradicated unless all
castes and classes were deliberately
thron'n together, he started the prac-
tice at mealtirne, of seating one
untouchable between two touch-
ables. Nearly three decades later, he
wrote: "It is a matter of glory that
in tl-re entire life of tl're institution
extending over a period of 28 years,
there never was a quarrel, based on
caste distinction."

On Reservation

Himself belonging to the
Backward Class, Dr. Deshmukh's
ideas on reservations differed from
tlr.;:;t',rf llr. Il. R..A.nrl,.e,lkrr:. As a

member of the Constitutiorr Com-
r.rrittee, he made it clear that though
he was not against reservatiorrs pcr
sc, he was keen that the economic
status of the candidate concerned
sl'rould be a rnajor deciding factor
in providing hirn extra facilities. At
tlre saile tiure, hrt rvas rrot against
reservartions basecl on caste; orr the
.r )lrtrlr\:. ltc n'as orre of tlrt' first to
inrpleurent tlre conceltt in lris ou,rr
rnstrtuti,-rns. At tire satrrt: tirtrc., i-iir.rrr
also nrade sure ihat nohodv iri rrebd
\,.'lts {:l\rltr tltrttt,t.l a\\/A\r elllpt\/-
hanclerl irorn his cloorstep, cvetr ii

it was a brahmin. One can't help
getting a feeling tlrat had Bhau's
ideas on reserrrations prevailed, tire
countr)' rvould have been spared
nrany agonies stemming from caste
consciousrless. The prresent systelr-r

ollly makes olle more keenly aware
of one's caste instead of obliterat-
ing the scars ar-rd blen-rishes left by
centuries of caste cliscrimination.

Irr 1928, Dr. Deshmukh be-
came the Chain.narr of the Amravati
District Council. Durirrg his tenure,
he dren' the attentiorr of other coun-
cil members to the fact that of the
pitiful3% literates in the reigou,2%
were urbanites and only 1% fron'r
the rural area. He proposed cornpul-
sory educatiorr for everyone. The
money rvas raised by increasing the
education cess from 79 paise tt'> 27

paise, but not without a fight. Witir
Rs.52,000 thus collected, Bhau im-
mediately opened a hundred
prin,ary schools in the district.

Ternple Funds

He observed that nany
Hindu temples had hurrdreds of
acres of land urrder them and that
the Trustees earned th<lusarrds of
rupees ever-v year out of the pro-
duce of this land. None of the
Trustees ever tl'rought of spending
even a fraction of this income on
selfless acts that would fetch them
no material returns. Bhau l-reld a

cJor-trrlr te jn TJindu P11ilo5111.hv
rvi'rich tirlked so r.rrucir about auster-
ity, rerrunciation of wealth, and the
paramount importance of giving
an/ay everl that which had beerr
earned througl'r toil and sweat. It
angered him to see the Trustees of
tl-re temples use temple funds as a

torrl trr siphon off rvlrat shrrr.rld le-
gitinrately ltave been the prroprertl'
oi th'.'laitr' Ilt"-lenrarrrJr'd that tl.i.
nt{.)lteY trt' rliverted to plovitlt' rtltr
,.riilrr,ri i'.rr iirir.r.t ilr ilrr rtli,i,)rr (nr(i 

..

rrnsrrccessfullv tabled the'Hirrdtr
1,-111p1,' Bill' irr thp {'rst\\.Iilr' C,.1.

1y-1 | | 
)p1 rrri rtries arrcl IJerar [.egisla lii,c

Iirt,t'rlorrt First,J an.tt cri't'-I'la.rclt. 2()01

Assembly when he was the Minis-
ter for the Ccl-operative Sector,
Educatiorr and Agriculture. Tlre're-
ligious sentiments' of these
guardians clf religion, so called, were
hurt and they refused to let go of
the goose that laid the golden eggs.

It ra,as around this time that
the Backward Classes, the commu-
nity, 1e which Bhau belclrrged, asked
Punjabrao to drop all else to n'ork
only for the benefit of his comnru-
r-ritv. When he refused to oblige
them orr tl're ground that his concen'l
was for the needy in all sections of
society, they threatened to r,r'ithdrarv
support. Punjabrao resigned from
the ministry rather than give irr to
this demand.

Although he lost the support
of menrbers of his owrr conrnrurritv,
lre received support frorn those who
respected him for l'ris dedication to
education and not for (or irrspite of)
his caste. The Shivaji Education
Society vvhich had beerr founcied in
1932 was on the brink of bank-
ruptcy. He readily agreed to the
Society's reqlrest to rnanage its af-
fairs. In 1936, he becarne rvhat
turned out to be a life-long associa-
tion lvith the Shri Shivaji Education
Society. Orrce again, he set about
asking for douations. Shri Rajaram
Maharaj, the son of Clrhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapr,rr
promptlv donated Rs.10,000. Dr.
l)eshlrrul(ir \\',i'irl l() I l1'dq'1--ir''.1 I'
-l938 on the occasi<ln of the Nizanr's
birthday and requesterl him for
help. The Nizarrr responded lvith a

donation of I(s.20,000 followed by
allother donation of I1s.30,000 itt
1944 and al1 assurallce of a further
donatiorr of twtr lakh rupees sootr
alter. tsesicies, tlrerr: \^rils Ir() clearth
oi fitrant:ial h,:lp frr,nr l.e()ple \vh()

',rnr..l.l..
I

.:li,,r i- i,' il,r: ii,, l,l ,,1. . .li.;.:itil;il.

lrr itrst n feu, vears, lre had Put
rl) (l{)7()nli of sclri,ols-,'rtllege:; alrcl

liostels i-, llover Viilal'irira. Sitclt r'r'as
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the confidence he inspired ir-r oth-
ers, that many handed over eutire
education societies to him, when tl're
task proved too much for them.
When the tottering Dhanwate Na-
tional College of Nagpur was
harrded over to him, he turned it
irrtc'r a vibrant institute. It is today
one of the leading commerce col-
leges in the region.

This son of the soil also made
an irnportant contribution in the
field of agricultural education. It
was a sad paradox that students
from rural areas - sons of famrers

- found it difficult to get into agri-
culture colleges for lack of good
scores in qualifyirrg examinations.
This was a consequence of poor
educational facilities in the rurral
areas. The urban elite cornered seats

iu these colleges and then cornered
plum posts in the agriculture sec-
tor. In order to check this trend, Dr.
Desl'rmukh made a provision
rvhereby agriculture universities
lrad to grant an extra 12o/o over the
score of the qualifying examination
to those studerrts whose fanrily oc-
cupation was farming.

Women's Rights
Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh

promoted co-education, sayirrg that
it was vital for the two sexes to get
to know each other at an early age
so as to avoid ackwardness between
tlrern lnter in lifc. He also believed
that Lry denying wc)nlell tlte right to
a career, the nation was being de-
prived of tl-re services of 50% of its
hnman resources. It was necessary
to mobilize this tremendous work
force. Accordingly, he appointed
lady teachers liberally in his own
e,rlucatirrrr societv at the schocll lerrt'1.

The first lady lectr-rrer of Vidarbha
at college level, lt4rs. Ktrstrnravati
I)eshpande ()t lvlorris ( ollege,
i.i.r91 t r r 1,.\^/.rlr (r l.s(' (t l )l ){ )il I tt-(l l.y lr i r r r.

Sirrct' he ra,fls a nran who iatrglrt hv
exatrr;rlt'.,rnr,,ri tlrr: first rt,rrrnt.n to
Lre so ill)l-)()ilttecl rr,as Iris'"r'ile,
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Vimaltai. lncidentally, his marriage
to Vimaltai was al1 intercaste one.
For a man who intended to get so-
ciety to support him, this must l'rave

been a bold step indeed.

Dr. Deshmukl'r stressed the
need for training prospective teach-
ers and started colleges wl-rich
imparted such training. FIe estab-
lished libraries, sent pronising
youngsters abroad for higher stud-
ies, paid the salaries of his
employees in difficult times, mort-
gaging his own house when it
becanre necessary, brought about
uniformity in the examinations of
Middle School when he was Edu-
cation Minister, convinced doctors
that their services would be more
valuable in remote parts of India -
in fact, no sphere of life was left
untouched by his benevolent hands.
Above all, he was keen to see arl
India which was closely knit
r,vherein the fabric of society would

Irot be rent bV petty squabbles of
caste and religion. He, along with
others who sl'rared I'ris views, in his
own words, had "always done r>ur
best to put down not only untouch-
ability but the rivalry and jealousies
between castes".

Dr. Punjabrao Deshmuklr
passed away in 1965 after a lifelong
struggle with narrow-mindedness in
every walk of life. This visionary
with a missionary zeal will, of
coLrrse, be rernembered r'r'ith
warmth for his various gestures of
goodwill towards society, but he
will be most remembered as a nlan
who held aloft the torch of liberal-
ism and progressiveness during his
lifetime.+

MS. ANJALI PATIL-GAIKWAD, a lecturer
in communication skills gives talks
regularly on the Nagpur station of All India
Radio.

\ffas Rama Foolish ?

\flhat a fool Rama was, say

Congressrnen, to give up the crown
and go to the forest in order to
enable his father to keep his word
c'tf hott<',,ttr ettd t,.r'rt 1-'rcrl< l.'i. r-''lcdgc

"Vc brcak our plcdges without
compuuction", thc Congress Party
says. " Our ideas of morality and

honour havc marched with thc timcs.
\Wc arc not old fashioncd likc
Gandhiji or Vallabhbhai Patcl".

F'reeclom First Janucn'v-lll arclt 200 I



A Courageous Ruling
The U.S. Presidential Election

Minoo Adenwala

Almost three weeks had passed since the end of the presidential election, but
there was no sense of panic, no talk of an army coup, no doubt that the

crisis would finally be solved. lf this was a test of democratic stability, the
U.S. passed it with flying colours!

On l2th December 2000, the
Suplenrc. Court of the United States
issnccl its ruling in Bttsh as. Gorc ending
fivt traumatic n'eeks following the end
of the formal presidential elcction. Crics
of hystcria, arrd hypcrbolc grceted thc
decision in certain tluarters. But, thc
irrcontc-stablr' fact remairrs, tlrat one ttf
th e na tiu u's ll-lost respectc'd i ns ti ttr tions
brought successful and legitinrate
closnrc to an uncertairr, turnulhrous ancl
tror-rbling episode. To evaluate the
Corrrt's clecisiorr and role, certain crucial
facts r-r'rust bc rccallt'd and analyscd.

f lorida's Crucial ll.ole

November 7, election day, and
c'arly Nover.nber 8 sct the stage for the
conring five n'r.eks of tension and
indccisirrn. On elc.ction day all the rnajor
tclcvision netr,r'orks predicted that Gore
tvoulcl beat Bush rn thc statc of Florida,
thcn that Bush would be the victor.
Fiually they ga',,e up irving to predict.
The election was too closr- to call. It was
clear, hon,ever, that whoever won
Florida's 25 electoral votes would win
ilr,' l'r':':rirlt'n. i .

On Nov. tl, the'Florida Division
of Elc.ctions rcported that Goveruor
Bush hac-l worr lry the slim margirr of
1,784, This triggerc.d, ur-rder Florida law,
an automatic machine recount, which
showed Bush still winning, but by a
rcduced margin.

" Undervotes"

.1,. r,.,.i,.i, .,r
i,,,1..,.'lrurl il,cii iulri'llur., . Ii,,i i l.;
ovcl iLrrll the Irloricla clce tion results.
Tlrr' C,rrC tr'.1ln sr)ugltt, rrrrdr'r Fl0ri.l,l's
. 1,'iLitllI ir: ()li'.j', lli i)cec!li.ts, .t ti'.irrirlI
r(ra()tilrI in lotrr Flolir]a corrritics- l'.rlnt

Beach, Miami-l)ac1e, Broward and
Volusia. In these aud other counties, a

large uumber of disciualificd machine
ballots, with no vott' registe'red for
presiderrt, rvcre discoverecl. Thcse votes
arc kuol,u'u as unclcrrrotes. The Corr.
tean'r claimcd that a lrarrd clr manual
recotttrt of strch unclcrvotes might still
discover thc inter.rtittn of the voterl Thcy
werc sure that such "discovery" r,r'ould
add to Ctrrc's nur-nbcrs because all four
cr-rttnties wcre know to be heavily
Democrat! These wc.rc the orrl9 cotrntics
in ra'hich tl-rc Gore tcanr n'anted the
hand roconnt!

Under Florida law the protest
pcriod cor-rld last for only sevcn days
following thc. electiorr. Some of the
counties, backe.d by Gore and the
Florida Democratic ['i-rlty, rvanted nrorc
tir-rre arrd sought au extension of thc'

seven days before statt- certificatitrn. Thc
Florida Circuit Court rulecl that though
tl're statutory deadline r,r'as r-nandatory,
the Florida Secretary of State, Katherine
Harris, who under Florida law was in
clrarqe of certificaiion, "corrld exercise
hct' tliscrctirrrt in dt'ci,lrn,1 rvlr,-'llrr,r trr

irrclude' the latc arnenclcd rctums in the
statewide certification." Harris, a Bush
supporter, ordc.red that by 2.00 p.m.
thc folkrn'ing day, Nor..15, arry connty
that wanted to return Iate returns had
to srrbmit a written staternerlt justifying
thc'action. Thc. four counties strbrnittecl
strclr srrbnrissiclns. Harris rr-rlcd that
lrone' iustifiecl an e xtcr.rsiorr ! So or.r

l.J or;. 1 (r C( )rLr,r u rl tl-,.' Fi ori cla [ )r-'tll,:r'r t i,-
'I ,| .I,

Sl.'cr.'t.',l", l II:':'i:; lrr:i .r:tl:'-l .:l['il:.1:l]','
anri ttr contenlpI ui thc cotrlt's rallrcr
lrilins. ()n Nor'. 17 thr.'Flrrrida Cir,:rrit
(-'rtrrt ntlr'rl in I-l,rrr-is's i;r"oLr:' 1:;11:i,rr'

ilt,rl sht: lrirri trot irctt'c1;tr[.itrar-ilv irrrd

F reecl.o t r t. l,' i r s t,l a r unl-r' - NI a r r: I r 2 0 0 1

had used her discretion in a marruer
consistent rvith the cotrrt's earlier ruling.
Undaunted, the Core team appealc.cl thc
clecision to the Florida Suprrerng C61111.

E','ervone kner,'' this to be Gorc.'s best
chauce. Tlic seven judge Florida
Sr-rpreme Cor-rrt hacl six of its membcrs
appointed by l)enrocrat govcrnors. It
was knon'n as a liberal activist cor-rrt.
So far, Core had lost on Novc.mbcr 7,

in the state's irritial presidc.nLial electiorr.
He lost irr thc' autornatic machine
recolrnt. He r,l'orrld have lost on
November the 14th. rvhich u'as Floricla's
statuk)rv deadlinc for statc ccrtificatitrn.

As expected, the Florida
Supreme Court obliged Corel On
No','enrbc'r 21 it extended the statutory
deadlinc. to Nor'. the 26th. for rc-turn of
the Lrallots. Thor,reh it virrlatcci thc
statutor_V dcaclline, it claimed that it
hadn't. Using strangc lcgal logic it said,
"Because of our reluctancc to rewritc thc
Florida Electiorr Coc1c., rvc corrcludc that
tve nrust invoke the eciuitable powers
of this court to fashion a remedy." Br.rt

its rernedy l'rad rewritte.n part of the
,-odcr

C)n Novcrnbe r 24, t.t the surprisc'
of manv so called cxpt'rts, the Ulritccl
States Suprcrle Court agreed to hear
Bush's appcal of the Florida Supremc
Court's decision to extend the statutory
deadlinc and allort' the manual recorrnt
kr cc-rntinue. The Bush team arguecl, that
Lr,y exttrrtlirig thc rlcatllinc, thc Flrrir'i;r
Suprcmc Court had violatccl Fcclcral
l:.",^,'. lhr l.rn' irr r-ltrestion r^'rs l'i tlr' ?,

Sr:r:tton 5 ol tltc tl.>. (.,()d{-'- !!o\'('l'ttlttji
,r:, .. : 1 .. r: .1 ,,1.. r; .,.. ',r _l rl ,., 1 :.:, .] t'l t :,,
of disputcis ovcr prcsidcntiaI clcckrls.
Scctrorr 5 hclcl thirt in tltt: t'csolutron ol'

:rlt(ih riisl)Lrtr:s. ;t statr's 111',' ir;15.1'1i
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"prior to" Election Day "shall be
conclnsive and shall govern in the
counting of the elcctoral votes." Thc
Gore. team claimed that the Florida
Sr-rpreme Court was only providing
"flexibility" to the state election law, not
n'ritir-rg a ncw one!

Later, on De.cember the 4tir., a

unanimous ruling of the U.S. Suprcme
Court vacatecl the judgment of the'
Supreme Court of Florida "finding
considerable uncertainty as to the
grounds on which it was based." It
asked the Florida Court to clarify tt>

what extent consideration was given to
Titlc.3 Section 5 of the U.S. Code giving
priority to thc. electiou dispr"rte larv of
the leeislature.

On November 26, however, tlre
new de'adline set by the Florida
Supreme Court, Bush was shll ahead by
537 votc.s. Gore had lost for the 4th.
timc'! Secretary of State, Harris finaily
:ertified the restrlts of the Florida
election. She did not, however, include'
the manual results from Palm Beach
County, u'hich missed the official
deadline by two hours. Moreover,

Miami-Dade Corurty stopped its rectttrnt
because its officials claimed they did not
have time because of the Nr>r'. 26
deadline of the Florida Supre'me Court.

The Acid Test

Almost three n'eeks had passc-d
since the end of the presidential election,
but there was no sense of panic, no talk
of an army coup, no doubt that the.

crisis would finally be solved. If this
was a test of democratic stability, the
U.S. passed it with flying coloursl

A tenacious Gore refused to cluit
and r.r'ent for a fifth h'yl On November
27th. his lawyers moved to what is
knorvn as "the contest" stage" of the
election in the state circuit court in
Tallahassec. Irr lor.rg-established Florida
law an c-lection "corrtest" allows thc'
nnsuccessful candidate to challenge the
final election result and show that he
has a right to the office. Gore claimed
that Secrctary of State Harris in her
certificatiorr, had excluded thousands of
votes that ivcrr: nevcr fully tallied. This
included the uncounted Miami-Dadc
ballots.

December the 4th. dealt ar.r
almost fatal double blow to Gore. It u,as
the date, as stated above, n'hen the U.S.
Supreme Court vacated the ;udgement
of the Florida Supreme Court extending
the recount deadline to Novermber 26tli.
On the same day, Jr-rdge N. Saundcr
Sauls of the Tallahassee Circr-rit Colrrt,
completely rejected Gore's contcst to
Secretary of State Harris's certification
of the Florida vote, on the grourrcl that
the vice-president had failc'd to shon,
that the manual recounts rvould have
changc'd the results. Many observtrs,
including prominent Democrats,
sr-rggcstcd that it was tinrc to concedc.
Tl're country had bc'en put through
enough! Thc Gore team refused b cprit.
Once mttre, on I)ecember the 7th., they
appealed to the Florida Sr,rpreme Cotrrt
arguing against Jude Sauls's ruling.
Once again the Florida Supreme Cor,rrt
did not disappoint! On December the
8th. a divided 4-3 Florida Supremc
Court, among other things, ordered
manual recounts in all Florida counties
where therc- were undervotes. It ordered
that a r,ote shor-rld be iudged a lcgal vote
for a candidate if there is "clr.ar

'l'litfi tsest Comptinunts from:
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Pure Jari Silk Sarees,
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Koza, Devendra, Sungudi,
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Phone,s -10 1 6 I f;5 4O 1 Otrr0l' ? l"'l-.r r -1O 1

lr-rrrail ' nalli(r' b' rrn3 vcrri nel il

'lilfiere'Womzn hlaae'ffiei"r ( froice I

_-]

31

I

['.recclr:trt l"irst,]nn rtct.r'y-LIarch 200 I



indici,rtion oi the irrtcnt of the votcr." lt
did rrof say ho\\'that lvas to be
determinecl!

In a scathing and prophc'tic
clissent, the Chief Justice of the Florida
Strpreme Cor,rrt, Charles Bell, vvrote, "l
belic-ve that the majority decision canllot
rvithstand the scrr-rtiny which n'ill
certainly imrlre'diately follou' untlcr thc
U.S. Constih:tiorr.....The majority returns
the case....for this partial recount of
undcrvotes on the basis of unknown,
or at best, ambigtrous standards."

Btrsh imrnc'di ately appe.ale.d this
dc'cisiorr to thc'U.S. Supreme Cottrt ancl

sought an injtrnction to stop thc hand
rL'counts. One of the grounds clairnccl
that "thc stanclardless manual recounts
violates the equal protection and clue
proccss clauses" of the Constitution. The
very next day the U.S. Supreme Court
in a 5 to 4 ruling halted the manual
rccount and se't a full hearing on the
case trvo days iater.

Orr Dece.mbcr the 11th. thc
Florida Supreme Court in a 5 to 1

opinion, attcnrptecl to ansn'cl the U.S.

Suprcme Court's original cluL.stion,
posed on Decembc.r the 4th., concerning
its initial extension of Florida's statutory
voting de.rclline frr>m November 14 to
thc 26th. If 1'e1t .".',,, thc U.S. Stt1.1c'1.11g

Cortrt haci oril;inally fourrcl
"consic-lclaLrlc rrrrccrtainty as to thc
srourrcfs'on rvhich" the Florida Court
has based its jtrdgment." It r.varrtecl to
know whetlrer the Florida Court had
ren'rittc.n the Lc'gislaturc's law
ct>ncerning clection dispr.rtes. This
ti'rrttlcl l''.tVe t'r.'.'i', I \.irrl:ltit;tt r;i' I:t ri.'i,il
larv, of litle :1, Scction 5 oi thc U.5.
Coclc. The Florida Court argued that its
clccision n'as basccl solcly on "a rlarrol
rcacling and clarificatiorr of" Florida's
Elcction Codc.

Thc climax to thc rvholc drama
canrc arcnnd 10.00 p.r-rr. orr Tucsdav thc
l2tlr. n'hcn tht: LJ.S. Suprt-'r-nt: ('r'rrrrt
issut'rl its "pcr (-lu ianr" (rncirtring "[r1,

llr(' (r)tll l ) r rllirrg otr lltt' I-]rrslr .rf;frt-'.ri.
::::,.,j

ij,,ii,l,

Suprcrrrc Cotr rt.llrr I irrg

Sr,'..r.n ,rf Ihl nirrt, irrsli,.r,s lrt,l,]
tllrl tlrt: I:l,irid.i SLrltr-,.'1;1,' ( orr t's ltrlin:l
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violatecl the "erlual protection of the
larvs" clansc of the l4th arnendment of
the U.S. Constitution. No onc' cor.rld
claim that on that maior point the
justices rr'ere split by partisan feeling.
William l{ehnciuist, the Chic.f Justice,
Antonirr Scalia, and Clarence Thomas
are oftcn considerccl thc"'conserva tivt-"'
r.r'in1; of thc Court. Anthony Kenncclv
and Sandra [)ay O'Corrrror are sccn as

the "swing votes", r.r'hilc Stephen Breyer
ancl David Souter belong to the "liberal"
rving. The seven argued that the
haphazard and arbitrary lr'ay the
manual rtcolrnt rvas conducted debase-d

and cliluted the votts of many voters.
As the opinion, in p611, 1'r.'14,

"Thc rtcourrt mcchanisnls
implerrrcrrtcd in rc.sporrse to the
decisions of the Florida Supreme Cottrt
do not satisfy the minimum rcclllirenlent
for non-arbitrary treatmcnt of voters
necessary to secrlre the fundamental
right... As secms to havt'been
acknorvlcclgcd at orarl argumcnt, the
standard for acccpting or reiecting
contested ballots nright vary not only
from cotrnty to county but indeed
rvitlrin a sirrglc' counttr froru onc recoLlrlt
teanr to allother....This is not a process
with sufficient guarantecs of eclual
treatment."

Thc seconrl maior point, on
rt'hich thc 7 jtrsticts split, 5 to 2, rvas
thc rltrestion of a ptrssiblc rt'mcdy.
Jrrsticcs Soutcr ancl lJrcvcr arsLrcd that
thc U.S. Suprcmc Court shorrld ren'land
thc c;rsc back to thc Floricltr Suprt'mc
Court trr allow it k-, clccicle \/hcther to
try to acc()nlplish a uL'w rccollllt Lry

I)ccembcr 18tl'r undcr propcr standards
ilt,ll,,irLrltl tiL:jill('!!l[l,rl ;1r1,1..11,, t".
l)cccnrbcl lu n,as tlrc ultirnatc clatc
bccausc Floricia's ?5 clccttlrs rvould
havc to crrst the ir \,()tcs, ()l-r tl-rnt day, as

part of thc courrtry's clcckrrtrl colltge.
It sccms lrichly trnlikely that this six day
window of opportuuity ra'otrld havc
sufficc'd for tl'rc task. To havc sct ncw
sa fcqttir rds to cttstt rt"'c( 

| LI;t I []rr itr )cti()1r ",
L,r Ir,rl'r' Irairrt:r] tlre i.rrrr,,rsst:r's, [o lti.rtrr'
e ngagetl in a rccotrnt ol rrll thc countitts'
Iq.{)i)0 rrrrrl, ti'rll,':,. ll lr,:\., .,,r,-i,l, r'r',I

l-ossil-lt' lr('\\' r'hirll('rr1',t's Irr ll'r' r(]sLrlts

.,'ii;],.] ir.,r, l,'.r' ,i :r, rtiirv]V
inrpirisiihlt''i,rsk t,l,'orlj.l,'1.' 1.,u

I )r.c('rlrlrcr Ilith. [Jrrt tlrt' orrus oi tlrt'
l.rilrrL''..,,rrrl,l lr,)..( lri, 11 rrn llri' I:lrrr iLl,r
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Sr-rprerue Court arrcl the U.S. Snpremc
Court majttrity n'onld have remairrcd
at 7 votes, givirrg their decision cvelr
greater clout and legitimacy. Yct that
route could have lead to grcatcr
complications and a prolougatiorr of tht:
crisis.

Fir,,c. of the 7 justit:cs dcclinecl trr

take thc. Souter-lJrever routc. Tl'rerl sar.r'

I)ecetnbcr l2 as thc final dcarlline,, n,rt
December 18. That rvas bccausc Titlc 3,
Section 5 of the U.S. code "rccluires that
any controversy or contest that is
designc-d to lead to a conclusivc
sL'lection of electors be cornpletcd b1,

Dec. 12." If the clectors were picke cl Lr-v

Decernlrer 12, six days before thc
electoral college voted, Congress would
recognize that decision as final, ancl
Florida's electors would be gnaranteed
"a safe harbor" in the electoral college

','ote'. The U.S. Strpreme Court bolstered
its case by pointing out that the "Thc
Supreme Court of Florida had said that
the legislaturc intended the state's
electors to 'participate fully in the
feclcral c.leckrral process,' as provided
in 3 U.S.C. Section 5."

If the Suprenre Corrrt hatl
allowed a possible recoLrnt. as Breycr
and Sottter wanted, and made
Decembcr 18 the final deadline, the
Iiepublican Florida leeislature r,\'as all
se-t, on Decembc.r i3th to interverre, ancl

pick or sclect thc electors thenrsclvcs,
to guarantee "a safe harbotrr." This stc1.

tlrough complctely constihrtional rvould
havc caused a national upr()ar. Floricla
would havc becrr the ollrT statc iu the
Uniorr to liave. witlrcirawn the right of
its voters to select the electors, arrrl
strbstitrrtcd thc clroii:c of its [.cqislitrrrl
'l 

l-,i:; ii'rrLrlt'l h;ti c pn1 thc eloeli [,.r.1. i,,
the l9th ccntury! And so thc clic n'.rs

cast. Thc Unitcd Statc's Suprcmc C()Lll't
by a 5 to 4 votc rr,rled that not orrlv hacl

thc Florida rccount violatcti thc
Constitution's "L.clual protccti()n clausc"
but that sincc I)eccnrbcr 12 was thc
conclttsivt' date, thcrc rvas l'ro tinrc ftll
a lr(\\,\' r('c()ulrt ttndCr nt.rr' ;rntJ nr()11('r
statrtlarcls. Tlrc hatt'lt: n';rs o','t:t'. lJttslt
iracl \^r(rr. l-irr' rtrlc ol- lar.r' ira.l
prii',,i;it.i. {.

NIli. I\'llNU() AiILNWAt,LA iil'roiessor ot
Cot,erlrtttctt[ & thc 1\Irry 1\forlirtttlr
I'trrfessor of I-i[rcral Sttrdies .rt T,arr'rettce

I irr iv('rsit], r\P1r1111,,t, \\'iseorrsirr, I l.S.i\.



Democratic Renewal
G. R. S. Rao

"Dr. Rao has given us a very useful book. lt is useful because it is short and clearly written (and thus easy t.)
assimilate) and because it reviews the essential ideas in lndia's constitutional history. Beginning with the nineteenth
century, he reviews their development before and during the independence movement, their expression by the
Constitutent Assembly in the Constitution, and their relevance to citizens today.

"Dr. Rao is to be congratulated for having produced such a readable and thoughtful book at a time when
some persons - misguidedly, I believe - are questioning the suitability of the Constitution for lndia."

Professor Granville Austin
Attthor of "The lndian Constitution - Cornerstone of a Nation',.

The Corrstitution of India was
carved clut by the foundirrg fathers
as the road map, n'ith a clear des-
tination, and the instru-ntentalities
and processes to reach tl're destina-
tion were also provided.
Mobilisation, or the democratic
participation of the people, was
envisioned as the source of energy
arrd leadership.

The Essence
The essence of the Consti-

tution was not merely democratic
governance for India, but it encom-
passed a set of universal and eternal
values of humanisnr; in a sense, it
rvas a hurrdred years ahead of its
time. Everr if a hundred wise and
dedicated souls creatively interact
for tlrree full years de nooo, they
cannot carve out al1 alternative
vision for India's democratic
Republic.

It is in this perspective, that
Syed Muhammad Saadullah's
reflections on the merits and
deurerits of India's Constitution
assllme significance in contern-
porary tirnes. He observed that "if
we work it in the spirit of the
['reamble, rve must say that we have
.r Constittrlion which r:an be made
arr icletrl Ctrrlstitutiorr b1' tr'grkirrg it
irr tlre prrol-ler spririt".r Inclia's
pr ublc111 is th.iL iI lr.rs .r le.rticlslripr
trrday that looks at the Crtnstitr-rticrrr
like the proverbial seven Lrlind rtren

arrd the elephant.

The ciclminant ethos clf the
political process duriug the struggle
for freedonl was consensual in
order to attain the supreme objec-
tive of freedom. The Constitution
represerlts a conseltsual framework
for econonric developnrent and
social transformation; but the
objective of political process has
shifted from social agenda to
political polver.

Dr. Ambedkar's Caution
Dr. Anrbedkar's words of

collcern for the future and the
smooth functiorring of Consti-
tutional denrocracy iu Irrdia are
propl'retic. He cautioned: "lf we
r,r'ish to maintain democracy not
merely in form, but also in fact, what
utust we do? The first thing, in my
judgemerrt is, we must to hold fast
to constitutional urethods rtf
achievirrg our sclcial and economic
objectives. It means ive lnust
abandon the bloody methods of
revolutior... lt means that we must
abandon the nlethod of civil
disobedience, non-cooperation and
satyagraln. When there was no way
left for constitutionirl nrethods ft>r

aclrierrirrg ecorror-nic i-rrrcl socia I

objectives, therc n,as a grt:;rt rleul of
iustificatiorr for urrcorrstittrtitlral
tr rri.i torls. B tt I r'., I tri e uotil'ii ru i iut r.r i

nrethods are ()pen, there can Lrc rro
justificatiotr ior tltt'se urrcrrnsti-

Ii'recdorrt lrirst JarttLary-lvlarch 2001

tutional n'rethods. These n'rethods
are nothing but tl're granrmar of
anarchy alrd the sooner they are
abandorred, the better for ns."2

Adult Franchise
Reflecting their corrcerns on

the deteriorating standards of
political culture, some well meaning
observers of democratic govemance
in India have been suggestirrg
stipulation of minimum educational
qualifications as one of the criteria
for representative institutions and
elective offices. Before concretizing
remedial actiorr tcl the problem, the
issue has to be seen in a holistic
manner. Apart from a move in the
direction of a negation of hunratr
rights, tl're suggestion is based on an
assumption that education lends
knowledge, skills and appropriate
socio-political value-orietrta tion.
This assumption gets demolished
not only by tlie irradequacies of the
educational systen-r in India, trut
ruuch more so by the fact that even
highly educated, rneritorious
administrators carefully selected,
put to extensive as well as intensive
and repeated training in a large
netrvork of acadenries at arl anntral
cost of lts.1,000/- cr()res havt, rrot
arieqtra telv eqtripl.retl thenrselves ttr
r,r,orkins irr a clertrocratic prolit,y.

VietVed it r)llr illl()[ilcr .ttt*1t,,
the average'ecltrcational' cluali-
fications of le.qislatols and
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parliamentarians show a consistent early decades of democracy, reP-
iurprovement, even though the resentatives used to graduate
quality of debate and performance through the Panchayati Raj tiers,
are revealing a rapid decline. The cooperatives, voluntary institutions
nature of tasks that elected repre- of civil society to the state
sentatives are called upon to legislatures and onwards to
perform are such that even post- Parliament. But today, political
graduates cannot adequately 'illiterates' are making a lateral
appreciate and perform. The role entry itrto Parliament, though the
and tasks performed by the level of their educational profile is
representatives call for trans- showing a steady if not rapid
disciplinary, holistic understanding increase - the parchment snns the
of socio-economic problems, con- skills that ought to go with it.
ceptualizing policy options and
their alternative implications, and We cannot stipulate entry
to be able to interact on par with qualifications without damaging the

the general administrators as well democratic fundamentals. But what
as specialists in such spheres as we need is democratic Consti-
internal security, globalisation, tutional'nourishment' to political
atomic energy, role-relationships of cadres as much as elected
the elected and appointed rePresentatives. If we do not meet

executive, the Constitutional this urgent requirement, "the
framework and processes and a Present dislike of politicians", as Dr.
host of such intricate aspects of Alexandar says, "should not
governallce and the challenge of develop into an attitude of disdain
change, in a global context. What towards politics. If that happens,
is needed is adequate nourishment there will be a devaluation of
through appropriate methods to the democracy".3 Such change cannot
elected representatives. During the be brought about through Consti-

tutional amendments, but if we clo
not bring about such a qualitative
change in the political culture bv
other effective methods, consti-
tutional culture as much as the
democratic fabric would be at stake.

References:

1 The Constitution and the Constituent
Assembly, Salient Features of thc
Constitution, Merits and Demerits of the
Constitution, Syed Muhammad Saadullah,
November 21, 1949, p.156.

2 The Constitution and thc Constituent
Assenrbly, Salient Features of the
Constitution, Reply to the Debate, Dr. B.

R. Ambedkar, November 25,'1949, p.179.

3 Alexancler P. C., Fifty Years of Democracl,:
An Asscssment, Bhavan's Journal, May 15,

1997, p.15.
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Systenls at the Administrative Staff College
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The Finest Hand Embroidery - Forever

ARMAYESH, world leading Manufacturer-Exporters of the finest quality

Hand Embroidered designs and products supplied around the world, also

guarantees the same international quality and timely delivery FOR THE

INDIAN MARKET.

You can select from many existing international designs or order any

design of your choice for your Sarees (Parsi Garas are our Speciality),

Dupattas, Ghagras, Cholis, Jackets, Vests, Handbags, Cushion covers and

other products which will be exclusively hand embroidered for you.
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It's not as though we have anywhere else to go.

She is our only home. If she dies, we die.

Already, we have stripped her of her forests.

Polluted her air and water. Blasted a gaping hole in

her delicate protective atmosphere'

If we continue to live the way we do now, then

by the year 2025, about 75olo of her rain forests will

be wiped out. Over 50,000 species will be extinct.

40olo of her fertile land will be barren. Her rivers and

seas will turn toxic. Her weather Patterns will spin

out of control.

But if enough concerned, aware people act now'

there is still hope. And what is called for is not

heroic but rathervery simPle.

TATA ENGINEERING

Check your equipment and your Processes

regularly. Recycle waste products. LIse technology

that's environmentally sustainable' On an even

more basic level, don't leave a tap running when

you're not using it. Don't leave lights on when

there's no one in the room. \frite on both sides of a

sheet of paper. Check your vehicle regularly.

Recycle old plastic bags. Pool your car.

Such simple things, we can all do them.'We can

all teach our children to do them'

Start today. Because tomorrow, we may not

have a planet left to save.

ITI'

vchichs that &liucr on mission nom ahead ol lcgishtion Marur{acnring procescs and dtsign that preseruc the enuironment
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Fr FrY',t"'#fil",f ? Si#l,3l"t I N D r A
By Anuradha K.Raiivan

Published by
FICCI Ladies' Organisation

East West Books (Madras) Pvt. Ltd. 62,{ Ormes Road, Chennai 600 010
Year of Publication: \997. No. of Pages 372. Price Rs.295.

Reviewed by
Mrs. Suman Oak, Professor of English (Retd.), SNDT Women's

University, Mumbai and a freelance writer in English and Marathi.

This book is a Research
I{eport - case studies of 50 women
entrepreneurs who made their
mark braving social pressures and
cultural shackles during the 50 years
of post-independence in India.
F.l.C.C.I deserves to be congra-
tulated for publishing this book
which provides role models for
lVOmell.

Even today most of us, men
and women alike, do not expect
\^ronlell tcl rvork for a living or to
ur.rdertake a comurercial enterprise.
Thev are expected, instead, tcr

irrdulge in cultural activities like
arts, music, dance, drarna, lite-
rature, etc. It is high time we gave
up these ideas and stopped putting
rvomell on higl'r pedestals arrd
cle'nvirrg them active li',,es ou par
rvith men, testing their qualities and
letting therrr prove their mettle. This
book will help us do that.

The whole studv is presented
in a Panchatantra-like narrative of
w()nler1 errtrepreneurs' experiences,
nrr:tivations, struggles, slrccesses
arrtl frtrstrations as rtarratecl lry the
\,\'()!t.l('lt tlrt'rtrst.lves. Tlre flrti,r, oI the
rt.trr.rtivt'r is rrot irllorl'ecl to lre
, i,:lr rr, l,.,l lrr sl,rli:lr,,rl tlala lrrrl
gives lrr insight into tlre splrk that
ri rivcs thenr arrcl the sterling
rlrralities tlrat lrrirrt thenr strccess.

The tyranny of the deadline
for publishing the volume during
the 50th anniversary of indepen-
dence, forced the author, Anuradha
K. Rajivan to confine the scope of
the research to 50 women
entrepreneurs. 50 is not a small
number for case studies, each
entrepreneur being a potential
subject for a separate study. In fact
it is a vast canvas.

The reasons for starting an
enterprise or entering an existiug
orle are varied. It nrav be adversitv
(a rvidow Gita Shetty taking c'rver

K.L.N. Engineering products) or
Uma Singh, who delights in her
creation in glass decor, more than
the income from it, it may be a

hobby painstakingly pursued and
turned into a profitable busirress.
Many like Niclhi l{eddy (persotral

consulting) choose arrd prosper in
enterl'rrises, which enable them t<,r

have the best of all three - work,
family and leisure. The most
corllnlon reasc)I1 is the desire to
supplement family income or be
firranciallv independent. The ages of
lvonlen irr the studt/ rauge frorrr Bll

vears tirr Srrurati \4orarji (tvhcn tht'
[rtlok r.r'as prrlrlisht'd) to 2.1 Yt:ars
((rrintt Iiir(l,rl l'f i.1r 111 lltllt -Tlrr

erltrcprL'ncr.rrs beiong to 25 diiferent
st'ctors larruing fronr tracliiiotral
ft-nrirtirte art, bcatrt\', ittrtl bocly cart''

l:'rcerlotrt l,'it'sl,l ottttctt't'-lVarclt. 200 1

through bees, poultry, enzyme,
biotechnology to chipping and
stainless steel including hotels,
hospitals, publishing and stock-
broking. These women come from
all parts of the country and many
of them travel or have contacts all
over the world. Tl'reir enterprises
range from a one-woman show to
huge corporations. Some of them
have inherited their business or
industry while others have rnade it
on their own with or without
firrancial backing or other support.
Rita Singh, nranaging director of
M.B.S.C.O gr()up of comparries is a

self-made millionaire.

These women are self-as-
sured and therefore do not need to
be aggressive. With tl'reir enotional
arrd mental endurance, tlrey cau

affr>rd to have a humble demeanour.
They are decisive, confident and
ambitic'rus. Although a few might
look frail, their physical hardihood
and determination help thern cope
with the ups and downs of their
brrsirresses. They have a drive to
create. Tlrey are also capatrle of great
rnaturitv anrl n'isdon.r. In the earlv

lrq 
15 f -i v1 { 1'tr'rq'n d t-n cc }rr'riocl, the r;tx'-

errtntent, rvitlr tlreir I.olict, tri cetrtr.rl
tr];riririi,r, .rri] I'trlrlir *r,, l(rt llllr]il1'

ta kings tvere ittct'easitrglt' Lreconlitr14

i 11 1211i 1,ql.1 i rr crrnt ttt ertria I irctivi t)''.

M a t t t' t:tl trel)l'r:'llt'tl f s \\r(l r{-' .l la rllle(-i'
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But Sumati Morarji, whose Passion
and mission was the "Scindias"
decided not to confront the govern-
ment. "After a11", she maintained,
"our proud objectives were similar
- national development. Besides, let
the government realize first-hand,
the real issues in doing business"

These women having tasted
success and the fruits of their own
labour are keenly aware of a

wolrlan's complex position in
society, her backwardness and exp-
loitation - physical, emotional,
sexual. So they not only emPloY
women where they can but also
train them in tl-reir own trade and
encourage them to start their own
enterprises. They give their time to
wonen's causes and to their social
upliftment. Dilnawaz Shroff, the
self-made woman of the El Dorado
group of finance companies has
planned a new venture for actually
grooming women to enter into
business on their own.

Tl'reirs is an enlightened
labour policy. They take personal
irrterest in their staff and provide a

range of benefits. Many of them
possess a keen aesthetic seuse and
skillfully use it to create a pleasant
ambience in the work place. Like
Sminu Jindal they are fussy about
pollution and safety standards. She

gives half-a-day holidays to work-
ers on their birthdays. Sharayu
Daftary, chairman and rnanaging
director of Bharat Radiators has no
floor checkers as that would insult
her workmen's capability. TheY are

intelligent human beings; she, there-
fore, approaches them with trust
and fosters their self-esteem. These
wonen are easily approachable and
good at handling people.

Tliere is tr tt,icleslrrear'l ttristttt-
derstrrnding trbout w<'tnrerr that thev
tL'llri t(' i)r' (()llt(jlttt'Li lll(rl r' ('.lsll)

and not grort'beyotrd a certain level;
that tl'rey are more invtllved witir
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their farnilies and are not commit-
ted to their enterprise. This figment,
socially cultivated through genera-
tions has been exposed by the case

studies reported in this book. These

successful women are totally con-r-

mitted to their work and enjoy it
hugely. For Preetha Reddy (Indian
Hospitals Corporation, Ltd.), "the
work has become a Part of me - it
is like anotherbaby." Kavita (Kavita

Chadha Interiors Company) says, "it
(the work) is something you Put
your whole life into." Another lie
about women entrepreneurs is that
they are high-risk cases and there-
fore denied bank loans or other
finance; they do not have staYing
capacity, etc. But this did not deter
any of these women, who had to
make it on their own, from enter-
i^g into business. Small
entrepreneurs like Kavita Chadha
keep their overheads very low, have
a small inventory and little infra-
structure and have no need of big
finance. Others start humbly and
achieve success. Eventually the fi-
nancial institutions approach them
offering huge loans. Nidhi ReddY
quit I'rer comfortable H.It.D execu-
tive job and started her enterprise
to cope with child rearirrg.

All of them are highly orga-
nized and have an uncanny sense

of time nlanagement which enables

them to nanage their work and
home efficiently. They generally
l'rave happy families, with intelligent
and understanding kids and in-laws
and supportive husband. Sar-
praveen Kaur who lives under the
same roof not only with her parents-
in-law but also grandparents-in-law,
does not even have to think about
domestic matters. The husband of
Rita Singh (Mid-East Shipping Com-
parry) is the svn'rbcll of the
begirrnings of the uerv lrrdiau tlale
- nrrt tlrreatetred at all l-ry tlre lirle-
lrght his rvife gets. ln this whole
galaxy of successful wttr.ueu <ltrly

Urvashi tsutalia of "Kali for

Irreedont. First,lanttary- March 200 1

Women" has chosen to renrain
single, and Sminu Jindal, in her
wheel chair, had not married at 24
although her younger sister has. All
of them, to the chagrin of the "ra-
tionalists", are religious and seek
strength in prayers.

Prema Sagar's Genesis P.R is
an unusual company that provides
a range of services like creating arrd
retaining a corporate identity; crises
planning and response; comntLl-
nication for marketing and brand
launching. Madhura Chatrapati's
AWAKE for women entrepreneurs
is another such unusual companv.
Kali For Women is a publishing
company that would not consider
Shobha De's books, for they prefer
to stick to their princip.les, observe
strict rules and are not unduly
worried about profit making. Sun-
gene International - a BIOCON
group is called a "third wave
company" by Kiran Mazumdar - its
managing director. All these
examples, representing hundreds of
such self-made women, dispel many
rnisunderstandings regarding
Indian womanhood.

Altl-rough the author of this
extremely readable and informative
book has not cluttered the episode
with statistics, she has given a very
revealing table from the UNDP Hu-
man Development Reports 1995,95
and97.In this table India's rank is
86rh out of 94 countries ranked in
7997 by GEM (Cender Eurpower-
ment Measure), even below Chana,
Kuwait, Zambia and UAE. (The lar
est UN report, ltowever, gives India
a much more favourable assess-

ment). It is a telling comnlentary ol1

women's emPowerrrlent in India.

MolreYma kilr g, a ma le

L-rrett>gative, is Itot cttttsttleteti a

ttt,trle, r.rPriglrl activitv f()r w()l'lltltl,

es[)e( lilll\' [t)' tltrtr.' \vrrlllcll !\ ll(r (rl(

involvetl in social enterprise. Br'rt the

sterling qualities tlrese motrey



making wonen display and their
concern for otl-rer womerl and for tl're
ignorant and poverty-stricken rural
population, their enlightened labour
policies, their efficiency and ability

to cope with demands of the family
as well as their business, and so on
- as related in this book would be
a humbling experience to those men
who in their hearts cannot accept

woman as their equal and to those
wonen who consider lnoney
making ignoble.*

A. D. SHROFF: TITAN OF FINANCE AND FREE ENTERPRISE
By Sucheta Dalal

Publislted by
Viking, Penguin Books, 11, Community Centre, Panchsheel Park,

New Delhi 110 017
Year of Publication:2000. No. of pages: 158. Price Rs.295.

Reviewed by
Dr. Subroto Roy, a leading economist. He is currently Professor at

the Vi.nod Gupta School of Management, I.I.T. Kharagpur.

A. D. Shroff died on October
27, 7965. But if you want to know
wherr he was born you will not find
it in this biography - it could be
deduced to be 1898, 1899, 1900 or
1901 depending on where you look
in this book. We are told Shroff got
a second at Bombay University and
proceeded to the LSE in the early
1920s. That was an exciting time to
be in Europe and at the LSE in par-
ticular, yet this biography tells us
nothing of what Shroff rnay have felt
or experienced there, except that he
got a job with an American and not
arr English bank, and attended
evening classes at the LSE. Shroff is
said to retum in 1924 and aln'rost
immediately becomes a partner in
Batlivala & Karani, stockbrokers,
where he renrairrs until 1939 when
he joins the Tatas. Now Shroff was
a Parsi, and his early education,
career arrd professional relationships
in the Bombay financial world were
doubtless governed by this cerrtral
fact. Yet even this vital aspect of his
life has rrrlt seemed worthy of seri-
ous rleveklpnicnt by Strche tir f)alal.

liren Nls. llal.li tells Lls llLl-
l.ner()us tinres that Shroff rvr'rs
"astorrisltiugiy strccessful" arrd a

"financial wizard", yet she does not
offer a single concrete example
which may have illustrated this
definitively for us to reflect upon or
learn from. Shroff was a stock-bro-
ker who actively traded, we are told,
on the international excl'ranges, yet
we do not come to know whether
he made money or lost money dur-
ing the boom of the 1920s, tl're Great
Crash of 7929 or the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s.

Ms. Dalal tells us (p.16) the
young Sl'rroff's tax return for 1935
showed an income of Rs.l67,000. As
a "well-known financial joumalist"
l'rerself, she could l'rave calculated
this to alrolult to sonrething like li.s.

20,752,707 at today's prices. But Ms.
Dalal makes r1o attempt to explain
how Shroff made this enormous
income, nor does she delve inb the
further obvious question how a mau
like Shroff was then eventually to
die with taxes urrpaid, leaving his
family in sorue financial distress clr
difficulty. lVe nray have reasonabl]'
cxLrecterl sonre explanatiou of all
lhis, l.rrrt rro, ii is all qr,itre to hr,r lefr
il n1\,ster),. Ihat ShrofI n'as "particr-r-

larlv charnring to I\r()nte11 ", was
forrd of thron,irrg "lavish" parrties,

I,-reedom F'irst January-March 200l

or that he suffered a "nervous
breakdown" itt7938, only serves tcr

deepen the mystery.

I'ractically the only concrete
example of Shroff's financial wiz-
ardry given by Sucheta Dalal in this
biography is that he seems to have
been close to the regime of the
Nizam of Hyderabad, and bor-
rowed from that source to get the
Tatas out of a financial jarn.

Ms. Dalal makes nluch of
Shroff being considered for the job
of Deputy Governor of the Reserve
Bank of Irrdia in 1936, irr succession
to Sikander Hyat (later Premier of
Punjab), a job which went t() Manilal
Nanavati, a serrior admirristrator oi
Baroda. Dalal says that Shroff was
the preferred candidate of the I{tsI's
first Governor, an Anstralian banker
by the name of Osborne Sn'rith, and
that his appointment was sabotaged
by the machinatiorrs of the senicrr
Deputy Covemor, Janres Taylor,
and his fellow civil servant and lri-
llulrce ivlerrrl-rer', Jarrres Crigg. Nor'r'
the llBT's offit:i;il histtrr'\r sl,retrds lons

l).lge:, (llsLLlsslllt 5()ltlr' rtl llte t('Uts

of a conflict betrveen Snrith, Tilylor
arrcl Crigg (History oi tlu: llesenta L)nrtk
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For over half a century Forbes Marshall has been
building steam engineering and control

instrumentation solutions that work for process
industry. But we're proud of much more than just

the products we make. We're committed to
creating a progressive work culture that uniquely

puts people first.

Creative contributions for organisational
competitiveness and productivity, is a way of life at

Forbes Marshall. We encourage employees to
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of India, 1939-1951, RBI Bombay
1970, p.222 et.seq.). Ms. Dalal has
done well to throw some new light
on that early conflict, but she nrakes
no comment on why the official
history makes no mention at all of
Shroff, then a youthful stock-bro-
ker, being a candidate for the iob,
only that "about 25 people were in
tlre run for the post" (History,
p.227). The same official history
rnentior"rs Shroff and others being
members of the "Currency League"
which agitated against parts of the
original RBI Bill, but Ms. Dalal
seems not to have looked up Shroff
's uarne in the index of that book
and so says nothing about it.

Leave aside facts and eco-
nomic history and turn to the sort
of gossip, anecdote and rumour
which fills many of these pages. Ms.
Dalal tells us Shroff l'rad monumen-
tal confrontations with two senior
contemporaries of his in the
Bombay financial world: J.R.D. Tata
and Ardeshir Dalal. Fascinating, the
reader says, tell us n'lore about this
at least. But again there is only dis-
appointment, and we learrr alnrost
nothing of the depth or dynamics of
these conflicts either. Tirne after
tinre, a reader is forced to decide
whether tl're biographer l'ras been
rnerely lazy in dealing with her
chosen subject or rvhether facts are
beirrg glossed over thirty five years
after his death.

Tl-ris is a great pity. A.D.
Shroff's lasting legacy for India has
been the Forum of Free Enterprise,
run so ably by his friend and
disciple M.R. Pai for so long. Post-
Independence Indian liberals, like
many liberals elsewhere, are of two
kinds - those who were arguing for
liberalism before it became
fashionable to do so, and those who
are filled with newly discovered
liberal ideas now that it has become
fashionable to be so. The way to fix
which category one belongs to is by
recalling one's opinions before and
after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Before the fall of the Berlin Wall, our
nation of hundreds of rnillions of
people, produced a sunr total of
perhaps a dozen or so genuine
liberals in political econorny: Raja-
gopalachari, Masani, Shenoy arnong
them.

Shroff's Forum of Free Enter-
prise was one rare beacon of hope
that hldian liberals had in tl'rose
dark days before 1989. (To her
credit, Ms. Dalal records Shroff's
assessnent of Nehru: "Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru lras indulged in
a verv serious self-contradiction
when l're wants a rapid industrial-
ization of the country and at the
same time preaches the abolition of
private property"). The Forum's
little, plairr, inexpensive pan'rphlets,
with their nrassive reach am<lrrg

unknown multitudes of Indian stu_
dents, often seemed more important
than most Indian newspaper edito-
rials at the time, because they
defiantly permitted the opinions of
a Milton Friedman or a peter Bauer
to be expressed to contradict the
Sovietesque intelligentsia in Delhi
and elsewhere. From each of those
parnphlets peered out a photograph
of and a quotation from A. D. Slrroff.
Many Forum readers must have
wondered who this nran was who
had given them the chance to read
these little pamphlets in the dark-
ness. The opportunity after all these
years of even a sponsored biogra-
phy was an outstanding one. It
should have been seized properly
and professionally, for tlre produc-
tion of a full and comprehensive
picture of the man - his talents as
well as his faults.

This reviewer has little doubt
that Shroff was a strong, hard, ram-
bunctious kind of man, who hated
all things puny and narrow-
rninded, who may have had in hir,r
rare qualities of economic leader-
ship which lndia did not come tc.r

properly utilize. (Suppose Nehru
had made him Finance Minister -
could he have been India's Ludwig
Erhard?). A charrce to properly
write the biography of tlnt man has
been squandered.+

Mon does not live only to eot, but he hos finer ond deeper
hungers to sotisfy, Therefore try to integrote your outword life with
the inner, so thot it becomes fuller ond meoningful to you os well
os to those omong whom you live ond work,,.Ihere is within eoch
of you o smoll siill voice: withdrow yourself inword, be colm ond
corefully listen to thot voice, no one else cCIn be o better guide.

JUyup{!ikUJr I l'.ldiLiyUl t, tQviJtQr iolt)t Kat'JiJi'wt I

(poge 36, volume 3, Populor Prokoshon, Mumboi)

Frcerlottt. Iiirsl Jan ttctt'y-X[ttrcit 2()01



BABA AMTE: A VISION OF NEW INDIA
By Hans Staffner S.J.

Published by
Popular Prakashan, 35-C Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya Marg,

Popular Press Building, Tardeo, Mumbai 400 034.
Year of Publication:1999. No. of pages: 109. Price Rs.150.

Reviewed by
Ms. Bharati l'atil, Lecturer, Department of Political Science,

Shivaii University, Kolhapur.

This is a biography of a cre-
ative humanist - Baba Amte. He is
not only a well known figure in
India but also acclaimed internation-
ally. Baba Amte is one of the six
persons honoured by the UN for his
outstanding achievements in the
field of human rights. Yet few efforts
have been made to document his
life, vision and work, such as those
of TISS, Mumbai, and UNICEF,
New Delhi. Baba Amte himself has
published accounts of his life, mis-
sion and philosophy -'lwala ani
Phule', 'U jjawal Udyasathi',
' Karunecha Kalant' , 'Cry-Beloaed
Narmada' . But a synthesis of his life
and work in the form of a biogra-
phy was not available. This gap has
been filled by Hans Staffner's book.

Through this biography the
author has attempted to answer
some interesting questions about
Baba's life. Wllat moved Amte to
renounce a rich inheritance and to
give up a lucrative legal practice in
order to devote his life to the ser-
vice of leprosy patients? Why did
he get involved in other missions
llke Bharat lodo? Leavrng Anandwan
why did Baba Amte settle in the
Narmada valley? Who inspired
Baba in his venture? What is his
philosophy of life and wlrat is his
visicln of a new India?

irr rlre trrst two clrirpters the
author in a verv lucid style has
opened up the secret of Baba's life.
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It is an interesting account of how
a privileged man became a crusader
for the poor, the exploited and the
diseased. Murlidhar Devidas Amte
born in 7914 was the eldest son of
a wealthy brahmin family, which
owned 450 acres of land in a small
village near Wardha. He led a luxu-
rious childhood full of zest and zeal.
However two incidents in his child-
hood affected his later life. Once he
had revolted when he was not al-
lowed to play or eat with children
of low-caste servants. Another of a
blind beggar during the diwali fes-
tival which left a lasting impression
on the mind of Amte.

Obtaining a law degree Amte
established a lucrative practice at
Wardha. But was soon disturbed by

-the disparities of life around him.
Inspite of bitter opposition by caste
Hindus he allowed low caste Hin-
dus to use the well in his farm. Tl're

awareness of rnisery in the world
and tl're realization that real content-
ment in life will come only if he
stood by the poor and the op-
pressed, changed the life of Baba
Amte. He extended this philosophy
to his married life too. He even tried
to avoid rnarriage arrd opt for celi-
bacy. tsut he found an ideal girl irr

the younger sister clf a bride at a

weddirrg who lelt the wedding
party 16 help an old servarrt \,\ror11an

h,ho lvas r,n'ashing clcithes. i le im-
mediately realized that this girl
could be an ideal partrler in his
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endeavour to serve the poor. Thus
Sadhanatai became the companion
of Baba devoting her life to the
mission which Baba cherished. The
author of this biography has de-
voted the book to Sadhanatai.

At his wedding Baba re-
solved to renounce his property and
to give up his legal practice. Baba
and Sadhanatai established a Shram
Ashram open for people of all castes
and creeds who were ready to work.
He got involved in various organi-
zations and even became the
Vice-Chairman of the Warora Mu-
nicipality. As the Chairman of the
Scavengers'Union he did scaveng-
ing not just for one day but
scavenged for nine months.

Baba's life took a new turn
when, on a rainy evening he saw a
leprosy patient in the terminal stage,
lying on the road. Baba frightened
and afraid of getting infected ran
away. But later he introspected and
decided to conquer fear. He went
back to that man and provided him
food and shelter. After six restless
months he decided to help those
suffering from leprosy. He started
reading books on leprosy and
opened a clinic for tlrem. He even

ioined a specialized course at
Calcutt.r where he offered himself
as a hrrnran gtrinea pig. f3aba soon

realized t.hat mere physical curre is

not sufficient but rehabilitation was
also equally importatrt.



Thus the miracle of
Anandwan began. The author l'ras

given an interesting account in
minute detail, of how the barren
rocky land was converted into
Anandwan. Wells, cultivated land,
dairy, schools, colleges, orphanage,
school for deaf and mutes - all these
were created not by ordinary people
but by leprosy patients. Baba's
motive of making the patients self-
supporting and thereby build
self-respect was fulfilled, with lep-
rosy patients flocking from all over
India, Baba was helped by
Sadhanatai and his two sons. Today
his elder son Dr. Vikas and his wife
Dr. Bharati have taken over the
nanagement of Anandwan. Dr.
Vikas faithfully follows the spirit in
which his father had started the
institution.

Baba Amte's success in build-
ing Anandwan had a two fold
impact on his mind. It increased his
desire and conviction to lead India's
suffering n'rillions the impoverished
n"lasses by arousing their creative
awareness for self development.
Anandwan also helped Baba Amte
conceive the idea of what the New
India, the India of his dreams could
be like. Amte's basic principle is
'charity destroys, work builds'.

Baba's vision of a New India
is shaped by Gandhian principles.
As a true follower of Mahatma
Gandhi An-rte believes that the real
revolution has to start by rousing in
the people an awareness of their ca-
pabilities. A combination of
awareness and practical work is
Antte's formula for a creative revo-
lution. Only a revolution which
leads to a higher sense of hunran
c{ignit1, carr lead to a higher alrd
nobler rvay of life. I{er.,olution based
olr l.ratred and violence, merely
trattsfttrtitc llr" 1-err1.'lr' rvlt,r lr:r,l
beeu exploited itrto a r.rerv class of
exploiters but lratred and exploita-
tion remairr.

Baba had great confidence in
the youth. He wished to create in the
younger generation a courageous
and aggressive desire to build a new
India. Baba believes that youth has
vision, vigour and a dashing spirit
but they need guidance. Hence he

organized many camps at Somnath
and other places.

In 1970s in an effort to create
a new India, Baba took up another
nlission. This time the living condi-
tions of the Madia and Gond tribes.
Amte helped these ediaasis to get
integrated into modern civilization
without becoming estranged from
their tribal culture. The result was
the Lok-Biradari project at
Hemalkasa. The objective of the
project was to express the intention
of working not for the people but
with the people becoming one with
them. This time it was Dr. Prakash,
the younger son of Baba who shoul-
dered this responsibility. The author
has illustrated these projects in such
a way that it entices the reader to
visit both Hemalkasa and
Anandwan. Mrile working with the
sdiaasis Baba had taken up the is-
sue of their displacement and
submergence of their land. Here the
seeds of 'Cry-Beloved Narrnada'
were sown.

Baba took up two other mis-
sions. In the context of rising
communalism, regionalism and
casteisnr, Blnrat lodo Abhiyan was
launqhed from Kanyakumari to

Jammu. The marcl'r started on 24th
December, 1985, the birth anniver-
sary of Sane Guruji and culminated
on 9th August, the day when the

Quit India Movement was launched.
After the demolition of the Babri
Masjid, Baba took up a healing mis-
sion to ricrt-torn Mumbai.

{,llrestiott llt.rl cotttr''t lo

mind is despite his ill health, n'hy
did Baba leave Anandwan and
settle in Narmacia Valley. The book
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has answered the question by in-
cluding a separate chapter on
"Narnrada Bachao". The influence
of Gandhian philosophy, the cor-r-

stant urge to get involved in new
ventures of social causes and his
experience while working with the
Gonds and the Madias motivated
Baba to study the Narmada Project.
Baba was aware of the problems
involved in India's developurent
policy. After studying the Narmada
Project, it was clear to him that this
project would destroy nature and
endanger human race at the cost of
development. Hence Baba decided
to leave Anandwan. Today he lives
with the tribals in the Narmada
Valley, has become one with them,
assuring them that they are not al-
together forgotten and forsaken.

The last three chapters of the
book deal with the spirituality of
Baba Amte. Amte's spiritualism is
his quest for human values and this
very quest leads him to a greater
knowledge and love of God. An-rte

hinlself said, "When there is fear,
there is no love, where there is no
love there is no God". Baba shared
Sane Guruji's conviction tl'rat much
of what is beautiful and of value in
life owes its growth to tears of com-
passion, to kinship in pain. He sees

God in the hearts of the common
people. It is for this reason Baba

considers himself a follower of Jesus
Christ.

In today s world of conflict
and strife, this little biographY
based on self-reliance and humani-
tarian values will inspire many
generations to come.*

A Correction

Mrs Neela D'Souza is an
occasional freelance writer. This
information was not stated inthe last
l^^,,.. ...r...... -1. . -.,i^'.,o.1 llcha
IJJUL tr.lL,L JriL 

'

Jasudasan's "l Will Lie Down ln

Peace". We regret the error and our
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Sir C. P. Remernbered, writ-
ten by Mrs. Shakuntala Jaganathan,
Sir C. P.'s grar-rddaughter, encom-
passes in just 214 pages, the
straddling of a giant over the politi-
cal, economic and social scenarios
of pre- and post-lndependence In-
dia. With a flair for personalizing
the private fan'rily life of C.P. (as he
is fondly called) and of objectively
viewing C.P.'s role in India's politi-
cal life, the writer has at once
endeared tl,e private man and the
public figure, to tl,e reader.

Traversing the entire life and
career of Sir C.P., the leitmotif of C.P.
as a liberal thirrker, progressive and
rational hurnan being, elnerges as a
recurrent one throughout the biog-
raphy. One need not look very far
to discover that his family back-
ground, especially his mother,
exerted a strong influence on him.
Broadminded as she was, she
thwarted social norms, by inviting
the Ali brothers to be guests at her
home,'The Grove'.

C.P.'s wholesome education
which included not only Sanskrit
and Tamil literature, but a study of
Europearr literature as well, helped
irr sharpenirrg his curiosity. Highly
r,-onrrrreuded for being balanced in
his viervs, el,ttn in tlre aspect of
rti ur.ttrorr, ire trrnrly Lreireved thirt
nourishing tl're mind without
strengthening the body, would lead
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to an imbalance in the human sys-
tem. Therefore, his excellent
grounding ir-r yoga and tennis.

C.P.'s interaction with
Gokhale and involvement in his
Servants of India Society led to
C.P.'s initiation into liberal thought.
He fully appreciated Gokhale's
effort to 'spiritualise public life'.
C.P., a stickler for principles, never
once strayed away from them either
in his public or personal life. One
instance is that while practising as

a lawyer, his clients'fees was always
fixed in advance. Even when offered
double the fees on winning a

difficult case for a client, C.P.
ref used to depart f rom his
principles. C.P.'s juniors endorse
this fact and remark with
admiration on C.P.'s capacity for
hard work, his sense of pride at
being an Indian that never let him
be browbeaten by the British, his
intelligent, corrvirrcing nranner of
arguing a case, and above all his
unequivocal commitmerrt to social
causes.

The fruition of a lifelong
friendship between C.P. and Annie
Besant of the Home Ilule Movement
could be seerr in C.P. rebelling
itgainst several of Catrclhi's policies.
The dissent fronr Candhi's p'rincipL'
of "Khadi otrl1," ,t-t,,u"ll1eltt was il
rational one, as C.l). questioned tl.re

plight of wclrkers who would be
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rendered unemployed in cotton
mills.

C.P. equally disapproved
youth burning their books and ab-
staining from going to schools/
colleges to show tl-reir solidarity
with the non-cooperation move-
ment. C.P. argued that student
indiscipline should never be eltcour-
aged. Such foresight, C.P. had, when
today, public transport buses seem
to be the prin're targets of attack
during student unrest.

C.P.'s rrision of a united Iu-
dia did not permit the partition and
the creaticln of Pakistan, which the
Congress clauroured for. His plea
for state's autonomy, with only re-
sidual powers itr matters of defence,
foreign affairs vested in the cerrter,
went unheeded. How prophetic he
was, is realized now with increas-
ing celrtre,/state tensiorrs.

His outstanding contribution
as a social reformer, is the
montentous decision of making
Temple Entry for untouchables, a

reality. This was made possible
during his tenure as the Dewarr of
Travancore. Duritrg this period, the
state made leap-frogging deveiop-
nrents in tire fields of educatiort,
industria liza ti<lrr, infrastrtrcture artd
tv()l)1elt el I'tF()werntell t.

As Lar,r, trrenrber irr the



Madras Presidency, C.P.'s legacies,
the Pykara Dam and the Mettur
Dam, are landmarks in the area of
industrialization in Tamilnadu.

C.P. n'as a visionary with
great plarrs for Irrdia. One such
dreanr that was urrfulfilled, though
n.ruch talked about still, was the
liuking of rivers from the Ganges to
the Kaveri. lf only this r,vas imple-
nre.nted, it rvor.rld have had such far
reachirrg consequences of evell

breaking dorvn Iinguistic barriers,
thereby facilitating unity arnorrg the
diverse Indiarr population.

Sir C.P.'s multi-faceted
personality as a liberal thinker,
socia l re former, ed uca tionist,
lawyer, political acti",ist, scintillating
speaker, irrteresting teacher,
practical philosopher arrd a11

anriaL-tle father/grarrd fa ther, are
sensitively sketched. Instances
quoted frr>n'r Sir C.P.'s jurriors,

contemporaries, congressmetr, leurl
authenticity and life to the
biography.

The reader rrot only shares
the sentimerrts of his granddaughter
as she emoticlnallv rerninisces on her
grandfather but the reacler is proutl
that here was an Indian who "with
malice towards norre, with charity
for all, n'ith firmness irr the right ..."
rvas all architect of Modern India.+
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I{ornancing the Past

"Horv shall I love thee ? L.et

nr(' c()unt tlte ways" lrurhled the

P.r,I lo ltis tlark l,rtlv.

'll,, ,,rllr,,'* ,,1- llt,,-,. t,,.

lrr'arttif tr llV protlrrce cl volurrrt's .u','
sitlil.rrlv obsessec-l n'itlr their orvn
d.rrk lac'1r,, tlre (litv that rve norv call
It4unrbai, btrt rvhich thev liave cel-

ebrated in a magnificent earlier
volume called, "Bombay - TIie Cit-
ies Witlrin" published by IBH Pvt.
Ltd. It's as if they cannot have
9111)ugh of her. Thev nrttst returtr
again aud yet ag.rin to recoltstrur-t
her hidderr charnrs. Unearth iust a

little nrore of her long fclrgotten
gkrries. They feel the need to retrace
the fairrt outlines of the buildings,
streets, walls, churches, godowns,
irncient rl'arehouses otr the water-
frrlnt, trtrtil they appear before trs

with t[e yivicilt'ss of slrrrst cities
tlrat art saiil trt tlirlcrialize ttr tltosr'
u'ho urr'arlt'Pt5, al listt:rtitiq to tlrt'
f ,i1t ri,,- ;t,lrr'lri.". r:,rl 11r,,1..1,1t
'l lrt:r' listcrr ttr tlrt'tit'kilrg ol' tt r:lock

as patientlv as a tloctrir taking tlit'

Pttlst' oI a Ptitit'rtt n'litt is ttro olcl

rron' to cart' alrtltrt afpr'itrirrtces, altd

livT'1'414t.t11 !"i t'sl -lrrr: trtrt""-l,lortlt 2()r) 1

collect sharp snippets of observa-
tions n.rade by earlier diarists and
travelers, until they are ready to
make their case: Bombay Lives !

Ftlr those vvlro cottlcl trot ;ri-
ford the sllmptuolts offering of the

earlier book, Forf Wal/r.s is a tteat
courpact volut.ue tlrat does the iob
of introducing tsombay to the inter-
ested reader. It's osteltsibly meant
to ertcourage the aspiring explorer
to tirke to tlie streets of tlre erstwhile
Fot't p.*t 1,t-ts, tlle iltrpot't.rrrt, it Itot

l.)()l)lpotrs lrt'.rrt ,.rf thtt oltl colonirl
Iotr'tt. I ltt:rc.tl'e t(]ll Llificrcllt rr'.llks,
,''1,-]. rr1-r,' rr'illr a,'lr'lr tttall alltl it

sLltgt'stt'ri Irrt-ttt'.,'\t L'\'('l\ llt'ltlt''i
tltc n,it)/, the autll()rs ilre olle stefr

aheatl, trrgirte v()tr trP thc stePs that

tlrev harre counter'l fttr Vt'ltt, takilrc.
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you by the elbow and leading Yott
to adnlire a11 allcient balustrade, or

balcony, rvl'rispering into you ear as

they tiptoe Past statues of the
grandees from the past, that lie in
forgotteu corners of the once lrag-
niiiceut buildings' Here, I have to
confess to a special interest. The

Asiatic Society premises, within the

Torvn Hall, r'rsed to be a favourite
haunt. I nevet tired of rvalking up

alotrg tttre of the clor,rble curving
staircases, frour tlte side entratrce of

the gJound floor, paying my respect-

f.vl snlaams to the magnificent stattle

of Sir Jaganrrath sl'rankershet, fa-

m()Lls educationist and

philanthropist of Bombay. Then tip-
ping my hat, metaphorically of
coLrrse, at all the others, who were

shovvn in suitably heroic or pensive

l'r'rodes, sitting magisterially, like Sir

Jamsetjee jeeieebhoy, on a thilr
wedge at the top of the staircase, or

standing iu au alcove, n'ith the

Lrroper Patrician's curling locks over

a llolrle trrorv and disdainful glance,

like Mountstuart Elphinstone'

Tllere was evell a dramatic
event itr the life clf these soutuoleut
figures, that it once happetrecl t<.r

n,itness. OIre of the regr.rlars at the

Asiatic SocietY in those daYs was

a tiny, but fierY freedom fighter,
named Durga Bhagwat. She used

to bring her embroidery alorrg, for

olle of lter nunterotts interests was

in revivitrc the local tecl'rniques tlf
stitching by hancl. We had beerr told

that she had defied the prohibitory
orders imposed by the Eurergeucy

and had sp-roken tlttt agaitrst it, ilr
prirrt. What we did uot expect was

- to see a POSSe clf ptllicen-ren etrter

the Asiatic Society arid arrest her

in public. A small, trirn figlrre rt'ear-

irrg the sari in the Maharashtrian
rvA\,, *lte got tll) 'tlcl n'alkt'd dorvlr
the ctrrvittg stirircase, past the statttt'
,l 

.l r'i rr)'r r!lr rllr rr'l'"'''lr''l !'r'r^lr" r'l

r,rt'ct. All of tts ttreltrbers allLl staff

stotrcl artrttntl the circnlar l-rirltrs-

trircle atrcl u'.ltchetl irl zrppalletl
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silence. At that moDlent, it seemed

as if we too had been turned into
storre. While the stone statues them-

selves seemed to stiffen and glare

at us iu anger "lf only, one of yott
had sl-routed, 'Long Live, Durga
Bhagwat!' our Presence here would
have been virrdicated'" But of
course, uone clf us did.

It's particularlY gratifYittg
therefore to find that the altthors

begin their very first tvalk from tl're
steps of the Tolvu Hall' There are

some uraguificetrt pictures, t-roth old

and nelv that bring to life the ex-

terior and the iuteriors ef ths Jorvu
lJall and the Asiatic Society. It's not

exactly surprisirrg that the statues

are so life-like. They are executed

bv some of the best known sculP-

tors of the duy, PeoPle like
Marochetti, Sir Fraucis Chantrey
and Mattherv Noble. PerhaPs one

day, there n'ill be a book that de-

tails soure of the statues of public
figures that are scattered around the

big Cities of the sub-continent. It's

only in son'le cases, Calcutta being

one of them, that the Statues l'rave

O"url alrle to sttrvive the national-
ist vr'ave that swept thenr off their

peclestals atrd cotrsiguecl theur tcr

the dusty obliviorr of odd corllers
in Museuurs, libraries, or worst in-

sult of all in Zoos (as iu the case of

Mumbai). The Victoria Memorial
Hall not only has a splendid statue

of Victtlria irr her best Queetr Eur-

press urode, but several others
arranged at suitable valltage points
in the vast grourrds, the most spec-

tacular tlf ctlttrse being the statlle

of the l(ing Emperor Edward Vll ott

a horse. hrcidentally, Calcutta has

also beetr elevated receutly to a

"Walk" stattls, tt'itlr a charnringly
iniornrative v<lltltlre entitled, "'l()

\{alks in (lalctrtta", b1' [)roserriit [);rs

Ciupta. ll yott r'r'ere t<r cotlrPare thc
{\\,\ rl',. (.'tl, trll.t r''.r1!.* .rr',' lil','
biscuits atrcl tea, tllat'y()tl call

rnnttr:h i1s y()Ll rvalk along, the

l3ourbirl, u'irlks irrt' like rich Clhrist-

[rrcaclont Firsl Janrrut't'-ll[cu'clt 200 ]

mas pudding, full of nuggets of
irrforlnatiorr tlrat you cau enjoy irr

small doses, sarrouring the morsels
in the quiet coufines of a book lined
study. The two authors are much
more ambitious. They want to edu-
ca te, propa ga te tire lllessa ge o f
conservatiou aud inculcate a serlse

of pride in the CitY.

The photographs of content-
porary Munrbai, brilliantly takerr by

Chirodeep Chaudhuri are also etr-

couraged to tip you straight into the

picture, as the olle ol1 the frontis-
piece suggests. The straight lines of
the tiles on the Pavenent, the cor-
ner Bhel-puri man dispensing his

wares so intently, vou call almost
smell the ottiotts, aloug with the

nan at the side, iust PartiallY
glimpsed with his dark fingers in
the steel plate, the fine filigree of

leaves around tl're picture that sug-

gests that there's plenty of shade for

the tentative walker, the clear otrt-

lines of the buildings, that apPear

like a study in black aud rvhite, are

all meant to lead you iuto the'n'or-

tex of the City.

Equallv, ltowever, the tnarl-

lrer in rvhich the urateriarI is

presented with long architecttllal
vistas and uncluttered compositions

that highlight the bare boues of the

buildings, with tight framing, sttg-

gests that the book is eveu better for

the armchair explorer. Both Dwivedi
and Mehrtttra could be placecl in the

category of cultural activists fol the

City's past. The first is a social his-

torian, the second, au architect'
Their approach is almtlst cinematic,

their gaze goes back ir.rto time, ttr

present the brclad historical pictttre'
The clates, the persons cottcertred

r'vith the develol'ttrretrt, irre all there,

tlren irrst as tlrr icklv tltev st'r'otr;r

clo'uvtt irrto tlle l-rresetri, irtitl ttrge vott

t,i lrroli "i;l ilrl' tht' clr't:rils, s'11risllilrrl

past staircases, pattsirig iltst a tlr't-

ltlent t() cttttrutellrt rln a pillar, or a

lintr'1, or a grinrv carved statrte' artrd



then zero in for a close up.

Every now and then, there
are voices from the past, that nudge
yoll to take note of what the scene

rnust have been like a 100 years ago
and more. One of the most vivid
voices, the Samuel Pepys of the
saga, is that of K.N.Kabraji. Kabraji
lvas an editor ttf " Rast Gof nr" a

Gujarati paper, whose urenroirs of
the mid-l9tl'r century rvere pub-
lished in The Tirnes of lrrdla in the
early part of the 20tr' centttry. His
anecdotes selected by the editors
ofterr bring to life a long forgotten
place name or area. For instance this
is rvlrat tlrey say about Bazaargate,
the triple p;ated entrance of the Fort
that looked torvards the native City.
They describe horv Kabraji noted
that there were seutries posted at
the gates. "These were usually In-
d ian soldiers but during the
Crirlean War of i854 alrd the In-
dian Mutiny of 1857 they were
replaced by l{ighlanders, kttowtr
locallr,' as the I'etticoat llegiment
because of tl'reir uniform of Scottish
kilts. Kabraji rrotes that no Indiarr
corrld pass through the gates n'ith
an ol)ell r.n.nbrella, 'nor at night lvith
a trurning light. The Indiarr sentry
on duty used to challenge the way-
farer lr,ith the cry, 'Ho lrunt dore?'

wlriclr rvas a corrul'rtion of WIto

comcs tlrcrc? ' and the persorr chal-
lenged had to answer, 'Friend',
beiore he n'as pennitted to pass.'
Accordirrg to Kabraji, Bazaargate
(nou' I'erin Narinran Street) rvas
frequerrted by a notorious band ttf
ruliians rvho were utrder collstallt
surveillance of the police."

This orre paragraph aloue
sLlggL.sts tire x,ealth oi infornratiotr
tlrat I 1-rt'opcr histpric perspt't:tiyt'
t.rtr I'r'irr*. T'ir,, Iit,,,,J,tlt,'s, lltr,
('r'irrrr,.rrr \\/.rr irrrtl the' lndiirn N4tr-

Ult\' )rr r,it,st: logelirt't ilt Illtir] (ltrt,t .\tit
so Iitt' .t1.ritt't iu or-tr ittragitratioti, tltrt
\\,e canlr()t evcn lirink tlf thern irs

events tliat havt'an1'tlrirrg [1v 6]1r rrritlr

each other, mark two aspects of the
High Noon of Empire. We shallnclt
go into their relative effect excePt
to notice how they impinged on the

life of the citizens of Bombay. Se-

curity was tigl'rtened, not much rvas

needed, orrly a sr.vift twitch of the

reins. The Fort that had beerr built
for jtrst such a contitrgency was ()nce

agaiu urrder the vigilance of au elite
corps of Scotsmen n'earing kilts.
One is immediately reminded of the

handing ()ver cerenlorry of the island
of Hong Kong, uttt sc't long ago.
There tocl the last soldiers to leave
were the black kilted Scotsmen. The

process of En'rpire did not need
much imaginatiou. Once the infra-
stmcture had beerr put into place,
it more or less ran ol'l aub pilot.

That perhaps is what urakes

both these volumes so fascinating.
While giving us a glirnpse into the
social and architectural history of
Bornbay, the authclrs also reveal
hou' each of the strttctttres that
rvere built, or disrrrantled as in the

case of the old raurparts of the Fort,
follorved a logical progressiou of
everlts. Conulerce rvas aud has al-
rvays been at the hub of Enrprire.

The r"rraking of B<lr.trbav as atr

entrepot of goods first received aud

eventually martttfactured aud trans-
ported not only errtailed an excelletrt

systenl of transport aud cttururulri-
cation, it rt'as also a CitY of
tradesnren atrd trterchartts. l'hev
caure there to tlake it "The Citv ttf
Gold" of Gillian Tindals title.

It allorved for a nrttclt tttore
egalitarian outlook anrongst its
citizels.TIe variorrs c<rrrrrrrurrities
tvho cattte i11 flonr the hinterlalrd
ancl rvii..r settlecl irt iheil'careir-rll1'
cl istirrgtr ishttl nr:iclllrorlroods, ac-

r-lr'11 j 11*, I l Ilrr'i i' lti'rr'.1 i t.rt''i t:,1 i lirrl:,.

rvr.'r't, aLrlc tr) ltret't tls t't1tt,tls itl tlttl
ill.lll\( i l)i,i(t. I Ll\li \!)rrllrr(ll,i't i'.r.'

also etrnsciotts ol tltc' tteetl ttr ntaiti-
tairr its itlentitv Lrt'the settittt trp t'f
instittrtiorrs eithel iot' ecitttatitrtr,

lircctlotrr If ir.st Jart tLa t.t,-Jslo rc:lt 200 i

culture or reli6;ion, following as they
did the example set bv the Western
elite of the time. By giving the quick
pocket histories of the great n'lercan-
tile families, the Sassoons, the
Jeejeebouys, the Petits, the ship-
br-rilding Wadias, the Sunkershetts,
the Dada jis, the Peerbhovs,
(an'rongst others), the authors under-
line the cosr-rlopolitau character of
the Citt'. It does not belorrg to just
one corl'll'llLlrrity, or to olle lirrguis-
tic group. At the height of its
material prosperity, the talents of
several peclple rvere needed to btrild
the harbours, the docks, expand the
roads and the railrvays, lvhich story
fornrs the nub of the second book,
and contribute to the rich ttrbarr
fabric of the City. Bombay was its
own best advertisement. Its archi-
tecture reflects its self-confidence at
a period of industrial expansion.

The second book is equallv
rvell illustrated and researched. lt's
rreant either to be read iu tatrdeur
with the first one, or to appeal tt> the

avid trairr-spotters altlongst us. tsoth

are volumes that the lovers of the

older BrrrrrbA\', ()r srvingirrg new
Munrbai, call it rvhat yott n,ill, urust
cherish..:.

Gag on Universities

All the brilliant works on lndia
arrd its vexed caste problem like that
of Untouchables, Tribals, Backward
Castes and even of Muslim,
Christian and Sikhs are done bY

foreign scholars because they alone
can study such problems without
any caste-bias as they belong to no

caste. The governmer.rt in Delhi
wants to stop foreign scholars
coming to lndia, fearing theY maY

e X [,.'\r, tl t * r :a Sle O l )t,l eS SiOll

Courtesy: Vigil lndia Movelnent'
September 2000.

,' Serll i 'l 5

t7



INDIA THROUGH THE WESTERN LENS
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India has always held a p;reat
fascination for the countries of the
West. In the case of Britain, of
course, this fascination largely sten-rs

from lndia's colonial heritage, which
includes being "The Jewel In The
Crown". Mar"ry countries are
bewildered by the benign (ahrrost
careless!) co-existence of India's
abject poverty with its awesonle
tradition and intellect (now mani-
festing itself so emphatically in the
Silicon Valley). These stereotypes
are further reinforced by the media

- particularly the cinema. More so,
in these days, when Irrdian films are
making a dent in the Westerrr
r.rrarket and are beitrg ta ken
seriously evelt by non-ethnic
atrdiences.

The Lumiere Brothers may
not have included a single fihn on
India in their huge repertoire but
later-day filmruakers made up for
this lapse by creating a genre of
films centered around Asiarr
countries - primarly hidia. It is this
body of work which the author
seeks to document and analyse.
Having said this one must rnake a
qualification: that the author does
rrot incltrde each and every movie
cetrtered around India rlr Southeast
Asia. tle llanl(rs onl)r those filnrq
(Lretit'een 193()s ancl 

.l993) 
rn,hich rvill

:;11'r,11i'[]q1,'11 lris tl,.'ris I L, ,'!.r, ', I ,,-i

fies that sirrce the book is lirinrarilv
ainrecl at the Westerrr retrder lris usrr
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of words (like "exotic", "tradi-
tional", "rustic" etc.) is in the
Western sellse.

In true academic style, Mitra
devotes the first two chapters
torvards charting the field and
postulating a methodology. He
admits that though there are a wide
variety of images being produced,
filn'rs have "retained their popu-
larity' for nearly a ceutrlry and are
able to reach out to a greater
nuurber of people" r.r'hich is why he
cl'rooses "to focus on the mediunr of
filnr". Having agreed that "fihrrs are
the prinrary representative texts"
Mitra suggests that only, popular
films made betn'eerr the 1930s and
'1993 be choserr for the database.
However, sitrce these films belong
to a wide variety of genres they
need "to be categorised in a

systematic way in a manageable
group".

ln effect, Mitra creates several
categories to place the films in: The
Place As Motivator, which deals
witlr filnrs (Tlrc tsIack Deails of Kali,
Ctrnga Din, Tlrc Houscholder), wl'ricl.r

could not have taken place
ilnlzlvllr't'" but in hrdiir; The Urrmoti-
vateci ['lirce (Mortsoort, Octoptrssy,
Tnrzrttr Gacs To lrdio), n,hich dcals
rt'ith filnrs rvlriclr could have takerr
r,l.t, ,, 

',.,',, l'," " rrr,j fi,r.r1l,' l-1.,.

l'str1rf1' t7'ltt I'nrty, NIy llciulifttl
Lt r t t t d r t t t c, Sh n k a s1t a o r citrnllrrlt ) lv h i ch
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deals with films about people who
are obviously Indians. Within each
category, Mitra further sub-divides
the films irrto known genres like
Action/Advellture, Dranta, Political
Drama.

Witl-r tl're main senrantic units
of his analysis fully in place, Mitra
goes about defining his tools. While
doing so he explores the different
ways in which ethnicity can be
analysed and lrrakes clear that his
analysis will steer clear of stereo-
types of ethnicity and, in fact, try to
go bevond it. He, therefore, uses
"constructs obtairred from struc-
turalism, serlriologl' and cultr,rral
studies to posit an altenrative \va\/
to examirre films". At this stage
Mitra warns the reader that the
purpose of tlre analysis is not to look
for specific plots and story lines but
to identify structural similarities and
dissiurilarities between a set of filnrs.

Flaving defined the franre-
work and its tools, Mitra now
proceeds with the first phase of his
analysis: that is, definirrg the "Pieces
of the Story". liavirrg argued that
the Place is a critical senrantic ttltit
of lris analy'sis, Mitra cleals u,ith the
differerrt ways ir.r u'hich the [)lace
catr bt: blotrrllil irtto tltt' filnr. l le
argues tlrat Nar.ning the [)lace is an
i,rrr- .-r-r ,, ,.,, 

,, .,11,. ,,:. ..r

tlte suffix "pur" ilrt tonratically
locates the I'lace itr Sotrth Asia. The



railways play a critical role irl
linking places in the early films and
hence "Juuction" also l-relps to locate

the place in South Asia. The local
bazaar and the jungle are other
ploys to define the location.

Mitra deals with the other
semantic unit (the People) in a

similar way: by using the dress code

and the practices of everyday life to
define the location of the film. The
turban, the dhoti and the saree are
enough to define the fihn's location
just as a roadside juggler, a magician
and roadside bazaars are enough to
locate the film in a particular
geographical space.

From here Mitra proceeds to
the next phase of his analysis:
"Putting the Pieces Together". This,
as he points at the very beginrring,
is the product of editing: that is, "by
strirrging together a series of scenes

that include shots of trains, stations,
bazaars, people and places so that
a final logical story of a film is
produced. Mitra quotes T.Todorov
to the effect that "narratives attempt
to preserlt arr initial stability that is

upset in the prrogression of the
narrative arrd finallv resoh,ed at the

end of tl-re story". Tolvards that errd

he presents several sets of dicho-
tor-rries from early (East vs West/
White vs Non-White) arrd latter-day
movies (Evil vs Good/Saved vs
Saviour). Of cottrse, it is no secret

that the telrsion is often resoived
u'hen "nrilitarily or socially, the
West vvins the battle rvith the East".
Thtlugh this tendency is nrore
obvious in the early British Raj films
like Gurr.qa Din it also manifests itself
irr tlre later filnrs llke lndiatn lorrcs
nrttl flu'Tcurplr; of Doorrt.

l'o reve;rl "['lre F] rlt'rUr-'nt
Inrage' trf tlrc analvsis, l\4itr;r

(-leir,lr.r p li\', lit'li gi L'n, l-ra tl i tiorr ;r rr ri
(,-olonialisll (anrl , bv inrplication,
J)ost-(]rlorrialisnr). Llrrcler llrt first

theme, Mitra points rtut that "the
image atten-rpts to produce a

geographical space that is
simultaneously splendid ir"r

appearance and hostile in nature".
The space is also shorvn to have "a
specific set of exotic and strange
religions with violerrt and male-
volent Gods". Religion is then
comrected with traditiorr by defining
the place to have "a long history and
antiquity". Finally, the colonial
history of the region plays a crucial
role irr tl"re way the place and the
people are represented. Mitra claims
tl'rat he focuses on these four areas

primarily because these are issues

over which the narrative faces a

challenge. It is in the choice of the

issue and the manner in which it is
portrayed that the image finally
emerges. Mitra sums up: "The
image that emerges is a result of
such selections and consequently in
producing the preferred image a

particular resolution to tl're crisis is
offered".

The final step of the analysis
is trying to connect tl-ris emergent
image to questions ctf national
identitv. At the outset Mitra points
out that u'ith a few exceptiorrs,
"most of the films have been made
primarily by people workir,g in a

Westerrr film industry using story
lines f ronr authors who were
looking at Irrdia and South Asia
from a primarily Westeru per-
spective". Thus, he says, all these

imap;es are "products of a specific
ideology" which eutanate frtlt-u the

point of view of tl.re author or the
filnrrnaker. Further, these images are

produced within a systenl which is
"a network of political, cultural,
religiotrs atrd ideologicaI
vier.points".

'J o 1;1,-P1*' tlro srrbjer.-t
,,r., rtl

rr,(.r1., out thc cotrct'pt trf rtation, iirst
as ;r n't'll-definecl geoerirplric regiorr

arrd then nith thrr nqrtr-geo!.raphit:
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concept of nationhood as "a set of
shared history and common (social/
religious) practices". Overarching all
this is the concept of the nation as
a former imperial colony, which is
the baggage which all these films
carry. This baggage of colonialism
can be seen not only in the Raj films
but also in the present television
images where tl're Western television
producer "selects" a particular kind
of "story" and gives it the "colonial"
slant.

Mitra suggests that these
stereotypical images, further streng-
thened by other texts, have had an
impact on the Indian immigrants in
the West who have had to counter
these "images wl-rich exist in the
popular culture of the West". Mitra
further suggests that the diasporic
NRI community must conre together
to "manap;e this image" and actively
alter public memory. While claiming
that there already are grassroots
movements iu the West doing just
that, he suggests that NRIs couple
their individualistic atternpts at
persor-ral growth with "sttcial,
political and cultural r.t'orks tcr

ellsrlre tl"re sustaiued health of the

ccrmmnrr ity, iu atr increasirrgiy
hostile errvirotrtrrerrt".

The frar.nework is in"rposing
and the analysis impeccable but the

conclusion drarvn from the entire
exercise is sourervhat disappointing.
After this elaborate infrastructure of
analysis oue wottld have expec-ted
a nlore generalized and stronger
conclusion than tl're tame euding.
The other problem that this reviewer
had with the book was that it was

nruch too academic (ofterr laboured)

lvhich tnakes it inaccessible trl the

Itrv or r-'qtt''l reaclcr. Tlre flirrsicle, of
c()Ltrse, is that i.vitllotrt thc itcadetrtic
,;,'r.r'i,r ' r !lr, ,rtlr.lr' :t.tti' ltlr".'
clegertt'ratetl irtto .r,t,"t'" 1it111ltl i'i1

filrls. 1u4ovl.re Mitra cottld have

for-rnr1 a golclen lt1ea1l. lt4avbe ' 'r
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This volume is the first in a

new series in modern Indian history
proposed to be published by Sage
Publications. The three editors of the
series have explained the main
features of this new venture in their
preface to the volume. Unlike the
familiar format of a series of this
type, there does not seen to be any
cl'rronological or topic-wise plan
according to which the series is
expected to take shape. Instead, the
series' editors set out the
metl'rodology of the undisclosed
number of volumes that are to be
published over all undisclosed
period of time. Speaking of the way
teaching arrd research in the field of
history are promoted at tl-re

Jawaharlal Nehru University to
which the three editors belong, they
say that they "have endeavoured to
steer clear of colonial stereotypes,
nationalist romanticisatiorr, sectarian
radicalisnr, arrd a rigid and
dogmatic approacl, ". They recognise
that "a historian is a creature of his
or her times, yet a good historian
tries to use every tool available to
the historian's craft to avoid a

conscious bias to get as near the
trr.rth as possible". All this is
urrexceptionable no douLrt. But later
orr, tht:y also sai' thert "at thc
l''tt,atlesI Pl.lnr- out lltproaclt is
cr)rirnritte(l lo llie Frrliglrfelunr'rri
\ Lrlirl i ('t i.rll{\ltilll:,1:1, rrLll)1.llll:rl;.

clet-ltocracv and secularisnr:. Ali
lrrrrtour shoulcl gr'r to those nrlrL; .,t'ill
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be able to fulfil these expectations.
As for the volumes to come, we
have been forewarned that "while
sharing a broad historgraphic
approach" they "will invariably
have considerable differences in
analytical frameworks". And finally
we have been told with all humility
that "the series will only mark the
beginning of a new attempt at
presenting tl're efforts of scholars to
evolve autonoffious (but not
indigenist) intellectual approaches
in modern Indian l'ristory". The
reviewer's emphasis on the word
autononrous virtually leaves the
author of every volume in the series
as free as he likes to deviate from
the uorms elaborated earlier. One
wonders if it would not have been
better to bring out the volume under
review and those hopefully to
foliow without being r-nade part of
a series of which preslrpposes a

nrnch nrore detailed tirinking on the
part of the plarrners than can be
discerned here.

Moving from the "series" to
Ms. Sucheta Mahajan's book orr
lndependerrce and Partitiou, it does
incleed illustrate the highly
aLlk)rx)nl()Lrs apprtltrch to the writing
c,f rni'di:rn Inclian history. Its fivt:

;,:1 is, Llrirtt,t'ti chalrtr,rls .i rii'i .i

( ()lt{-l li.l i t,t' *.r,r \/ r,\:;t ttti t.r9 rlrr.

-,; ir;tjii: Lr('i\\'(tilli 5r:ilLllill allri.-1

c,rrrulurriii iorces rvhiclr uncierjie tlte
indept'rrderrce and paltition of Irrtliir

Iireedotrt liirs ! .1 cLrutarv -L'Ia.rch 20C I

in August 1947. In doing so, the
author sounds an alarnr at tl-re
increasingly fasl'rionable intellectuaI
attitude of being non-ideological
and apolitical in writing history irr
today's post-modernist world. She
has through her own writirrg tried
to counter this trend by reasserting
the role and values of nationalism,
secularisrn and pluralism cherished
by the Indian people. The roles
played by the Britisli, by Jinnah, by
Hindu nationalist organisations as

also by the Congress struggle for
freedom have been greatly
misunderstood and often delibe-
rately distorted by modern clay
vvriters. Ms. Mahajan points out
these'unhistorical' stories by
reference to various sources and
tries to correct their mis-
interpretations by delving into a

wealth of historical sources botlr
within the country and outside.

The book starts with the
assessment of the extent and
influence of the nationalist activity
during the period of the Second
World War and the British response
to it as well as the nature of the post-
war political settler.nent the fc>rmer
,.-'oLrni;rl rulers r,r'ere ied to envision.
Foliowirrg a thenratic ratlrer tltatr a
tilllllult'gircll s(:\l tlt:IlLU (rl tlle
r,:tri6t's {-}r,.'r'tlt,.i 1,'lrjr-lr sirlt.r,rl lllr.

llirlr'j\ {!l lll()sL'l.ltuitil \'(.)lS. lt \l(,'l)

with the forces oi intperialistl atrcl

rtatiotralisnr irr the ttext part. Next



cones a detailed discussion of the
various options along which eveuts
could have moved and deals with
the responses of imperialism,
nationalism and communalism. The
fourth part deals with thc'
interactions between nationalism
and commercialism within different
political groups including, of course,
the Muslim League and Hindu
communalists, with independence
within sight. The direct action
launched by the League against the
Congress governments in the
interim period arrd its impact on
Congress thinking on partition are
well brought out here. The fifth and
final part sets out the circumstances
in which partition became a
concomitant of independence and
its reluctant acceptance by the
Congress. The final chapter in this
part deals with the somewhat
speculative subject of why Mahatma

Gandhi finally acquiesced in the
division of the country in spite of
his strong opposition to the idea
from the outset. The concluding
essay brings the various strands in
this narration together in a highly
readable account.

The book gives arnple
evidence of the author's industry,
dedication and scholarsl-rip in
dealing with a sensitive and
provocative subject of iudependence
and partition of the country which
took place over fifty years ago. To
older readers like the present
reviewer, who have lived through
the whole of this period as
participating adults, everything that
is said in the book is like current
history. To those who were born
after independence, this should
prove to be a fascinating and
authentic work on the momentous

happenings preceding their times.

Since Ms. Mahajan,s book is
intended to be a work of history,
and not a presentatiotr of a
particular poht of view in a serninar
on a controversial subject, she could
perhaps have been a little more
impersonal in combating the
contrary views advanced by otl-rer
writers on various events. In many
places she appears in the role of au
advocate for the Congress which she
has persuaded herself to have been
ol1 the def ensive, especially
regarding the acceptance of
partition. The writing therefore
often appears polemical or unduly
argumentative. Needless to say that
this comment is not however meant
to detract from the undoubted merit
and scholarship manifested in the
book.+

GANDHI AND THE BREAK UP OF INDIA
By Rafiq Zakaria

Published by
Bhavan's Book University, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Chowpatty,

Mumbai 400 007.
Year of Publication 1999. No. of pages: 304. Price Rs.300.

Reviewed by
Professor Nagindas Sanghavi, Political commentator and columnist

Gibbon described History as

a record of the crimes and the follies
of Man. This volume is devoted to
disprove the claims of a murderer
and his admirers. Nathuram Godse
who murdered Gandhi in 1948 is a
ghost that refuses tct disappear from
public debates because he thrives on
tlte gklry of his victim. Codse lvho
Iracl no intrinsic nrerits of hi-. on,rr
wortlcj have vanislrecl irito ohlivit 'rr
btit lOr UiutLl 1u clllLl rt ls, llt l.iet
Gandl'ri and not Godse rvhtt is treirrg
c'liscussed all the tinres.

A Marathi play 'Mee
Natlruront boltoy' [lt's me Nathuram
speakingl has lashed up a furious
controversy all over Maharashtra
and beyond. The play seeks to
justify the murder of a hypocrite
whose life long policy of
appeasenlent of Muslinr
conrnrunalism resulted in the
iraurnatic 1,ivi5sgIi1r11 of Itrdia irrto
tivo hleedinq I'rlocs. It is still a lrorror
tll.lt ls llesit llt tile lllcltalt t)sVclrt:.'lhe entire blanre for the holocaust
r,r,ith all the staggerirrg iigures of the
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dead and the displaced, of those
who were maimed and raped and
abducted is sought to be laid
entirely at the door of the Mahatn-ra.
Dr. Rafiq Zakaria, an educationist
and an author of great eDlinence has
single handedly undertaken the
heruclean task of clearing Candhi
of all the disgusting charges levellecl
agairrst hirn time and again. Evely
s2rlle t,t;lrl rvill aprPlaud his
ild\ ellture t)Lit tew vvlll v()Licll).llc
the long arrci circuitc)Lls r();ld chosetr

by l'rim to reach his destination.
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In order to illustrate the mind
set as also the approach of Gandhi
to contemporary issues and events,
Dr. Zakaria has attempted a

biographical - it is rather
hagiographical - narration of
Gandhiana. All such efforts are
bound to prove futile, because
Garldhi is too vast a subject to be
encompassed in a slim volume.
Even several volumes of Tendulkar
fail to do full justice to him. Dr.
Zakaria has been forced to choose
and pick bits of Gandhi and his
choice is not always very happy.
The central theme and purpose of
the book gets clouded and the
reader is left unconvinced as to what
we are driving at. Dr. Zakaria does
raise a few very interesting and very
pertinent questions but he never
stops to analyse or explain them.

The most virulent Gandhi
haters - Munje, Bhopatkar, Godse,
Ambedkar, as also Gandl'ri's Guru
- Gokhale and his most favourite
ptrpil Vinoba c0ltle from the
Marathi speaking region. Gandhi's
crusade against the evil of un-
touchability occupies several pages
in the volume without it being
mentioned everl once the intense
anti-Gandhi hatred it generated
arnongst the orthodox sections of the
Hindus who would consider such
a fusillade a sacrilege. Gandhi like
Socrates or Jesus before hirn was
widely hated by his countrymen.

Irr his errthtrsiasnt to
dernonstrate the close links which
Candhi always had with the Muslim
corrnrunity, Dr. Zakaria has not
only made mountains out of mole
hills, but his assertions may fuel the
very fire he wants to extinguish.
Gandhi's African safari is a case irr
poiut. Comr-nercial and professional
relations between the Hindus ancl
the Muslinrs i'rre quite coltrmou ancl
no significance need be attacht:d to
Ihenr. lJr. Zakaria specificall;,
rurerrtions the niggardly amounts
contributecl by the Nizanr ancl the'
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Aga Khan to tl're African fund. His
silence about others will make a

deafening l'loise to those who seek
to portray Mahatma as a stooge of
the Musliins.

Gandhi's struggle in India
indeed rrrakes a strange story.
Gandhi, like George WashinE;torr
lost all his battles, but he w,.)rl the
war. Some of his battles are ir.rdeed
rather curious in nature. Gandhi
began his political career in India on
the wrong foot and complicated the
communal problem no end by
supporting the wrong issue and a

wrong type of leadership. Dr.
Zakaria keeps on harping on the
Khilafnt as if it was the best short cut
to communal an'rity. He overlooks
the fact that the euphoria was
deceptive and short lived.

Dr.Zakaria fails to project the
Khilaf at issue in its proper
perspective. Dr. Zakaria is either
ullaware of the issues involved, or
he has deliberately turned a

Nelson's eye to reality. History has
not witnessed another such
movenrent that was as stupid as the
Khilafat agitation in Irrdia and Dr.
Zakaria has to confess that n"ruch by
expressing his dismay at the final
outcome. Khilafnt was scarcely
effective as a camouflage for Turkish
imperialism. It deceived nobody. All
the Muslim nations in West Asia
from lraq to Egypt hated it from the
bottom of their hearts and rvere
struggling hard to be free from the
cruel and heavy yoke of 'Iurkish
hegemony. The European nations
were fomenting the trouble for their
own interests. In Turkey itself, the
corrupt and despotic regirne was
hated by the yourrg and the
errliglrtened arrd Yourrg Ttrrks were
fighting to dethrorre it. When tl're
Arabs and the Turks were keen on
ciestrrrying Klilnlut, obscurantist
It'nd.'rs of llrt' lv,[rrslirrr (-,)lrlrrl!rrill
it'ere agitatirrs in suprport of thtr
dcrcrnred Kholifn. Tlre agitatit)n lvas
jr-rstifiecl neither bV the teuets of

Freedotn First JantLarv-March 2001

Islam nor by the traditions of
Muslim history. Some of the articles
and speeches of Gandhi about
Khilafat are the most shocking
examples of l'ris total ignorance of
History as well as his utter blindness
about the political situation in the
area concerrrcd. Khilafat was kickecl
out of history, unsung arrd
unlamented and Dr. Zakaria,s
lament would not evoke even the
faintest echo in the Holy Places -
Mecca and Medina.

Tlie consequences were
disastrous for Gandlii and India.
Gandhi was pushed into tl"re wrong
corlrer and the dominance of the
obscurarrtist leadership sidelined
modernist leaders like Mohammed
Ali Jinnah. It is no wonder that
Maulana Shaukat Ali candidly
confessed that even the ruost
depraved of the Muslims was far
superior to Gandhi because he was
a Muslim. A series of shocking riots,
starting witl'r the Moplahs in
Malabar rocked India in the
inrnrediate aftermath of the Khilat'nt.
The iron entered the Indian soul
blasting all chances of a reasonable
and balanced approach to the
problem of communal amity in
India.

Dr. Zakaria, quoting chapter
and verse has convincingly
demonstrated Gandhi's dogged
opposition to all proposals for the
divisiorr of India arrd his strenlroLls
efforts to fight against all its
consequences. Gar-rdhi had lost his
grip over the party he had
nourished for tl'rree decades and
suffered his agonies in silence and
isolation. To those who are aware
of the context, Dr. Zakaria has
effectively reftrted all the charges
leveled by Nathuram and his fellor,v

travelers, but to the olttsiders
Nathurarn will still reutaitr a

rrr1,' zljr11, 1.1ri'r11;1 Tlr,. rrrrtfttse' ;ll.)rl

acctrr;rtelv qtr<.lted sollrce ruaterial
n'ill r.nake this voltrme a ttseful
reft renr-e rl/()rk for researchers.+
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the self is intrinsically above the
authority of tradition thougl.r
tradition and current morality are
to be accepted in the normal collrse.
The final authority for the
autonomous self is the inner voice.
It is well known how Gandhi
f ollowed his inner voice orl
nunerous occasions when reason
failed to shorv the light. The
sensitivity of the inrrer voice has
aln'ays to tre kept alive and alert if
one's aLltonomy is to be assured. But
Gandhi warns us against r-nistaking
any voice for the inner voice - it nra_1,

well be, even in the most corrfident,
'tlte echo of orre's orvrr prride'.

The f reedonr which is
absolute for all in their inner life is

not available in the same degree to
the individual in community. While
in the West, freedonr and rights are
sylrouyl'nolls, freedom for us is the

rer.r,ard for duties rendered to the
commnrrity. This is rro dor-rbt
necessary for ihe stability of the
comnrtrnity but a point uralr [re

reacl'red at which tl're claims of the
community nlay threatetr the
autonomy of the individual. The

For autor-rtrnry irr tlrt: spirittrirl stability 6f tIe c<ytrntrr-rity is

.ts u'ell iis tlte tt:trtpolal sertse tlrt: norurrrllt, a desirable end but it is

tlisci1.li11s ol thc self is an orrl\,;r ,r,,,,,,r,. trr tltc true crrcl t,lriclr
inrpt'rirtivt:. l ht utrt','rleentt'd seil rs thc inclivirltral. The irrclividual hiis

,,,,,,,r I, ,;.,1,,r,,1 I ,i,,, ,,,i ; ,, ,.,,,, - ,ir..',. ,I,i,t,, I,r,tlr| l.r,r, ,,l rlr,,
rut()n()tlr\'. \'lrrclr of tlrr clisr:iIlitrc ttorrrrni,urit\, and follort' iLs

of ll11' 5.'11rlr'r'ives flo111 111,' tradition t-onventions arrcl practict's lrttt n'hert:

.rrrrl rn,rralitV o{ tlrr,conrnrtrrrit\'. [JLrt thest' itltt inhLrrnarr lirrr'l nr,,t'trllt'

Prof. Tercheck starts his n'ork
n'ith the annolrncenlent: "l sl'low
that Candhi is a serious political
theorist who has contributed much
to the major debates of the centnry
as well as son'reone who wauts to
open ne\l' debates. Gandlri:
Struggling t'or Autottomy is first and
forenost, a rvork in political tl'reory.
This is an emphatic answer to the
question whether Gandhi was a
political thinker at all.

The clue to Gandhi's political
theory is to be fonud, according to
the autl.ror, irr the concept of
autollol'Ily. It nrav be noted, at the
outset, that the corrcept of autononry
has two dimensions - the spiritual
and cosmological and tl're secular
arrd temporal. In purely
philosophical speculations the first
l'rirs figured more prominently than
tlre sect'rntJ, the realnr of the self
Lreing treated as totally private irnd
the relatiorr betrveerr aLltollonloLls
selves as an expansiorr of the
esserrtial ulriversalit)/ of sPirit. In this
cosmological outlook all living
creatlrres are one and are held
together bv love, trtrth and rror-r-

violctrcc.

'Tht'secrrllr antl tcrnprlrl';1 l

itsP(rct of ittttotttrtt.tY rt'latcs t() ()llr"s

l.l ',,'i',,,,i,.,.r' ,,,,1 ..r rr,, .,,1 ,1,

l)rcsr')nt Iturtrln conrJition rvlrt't't,
ll'pr'rl()ln is irri irtlt'tl lrl' 11'q[1i;[1o115,

rrl statt' iintl tovt'rrrntent .rncl tlrt'

psychcllogical pressnres of society.
There are again, the irrhrrman
elements of traditiorr and
superstitiorr and institutiorralised
inequality which deny freedom,
without the individual being even
aware of the deprivation. More than
all, what denies the autonomy of the
irrdividual is the cultural, economic
and sociaI consequences of
modernisation, arr indiscrin'rirrate
copying of lvesterrr models, the
progress of industrialisatiorr arrd the
advance of technolclgy. The
individtraI finds himself alierrated,
rocltless and nrargilalisecl, orre of the
l'rumerolls "remairrd ers" in Societv.

Autorromy irr either serrse
nleans the recoverv of self and the
cclrrsciousness of self g()vernnlent.
Covernmerrt arrd law are here tcr

stay arrd the ir-rdividual has to keep
his corrscience aln'avs an,ake n'hile
gerteralll, acceptitlg t5e rule tlf lal
and prepared to assert arrcl fight for
his corrscience non-r,iolently when
authority oversteps its legitinrate
prov ince. There call be llo
comprourise orr this score.
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obnoxious he should boldly resist
and strive for their abolition.
Instances of these are child
marriage, child widowhood and
untouchability when the laws of
state are opposed to the moral law
and human rights, conscientious
non-violent resistance and
submission to the sanctions of law
is the Gandl'rian prescription.
Gandhi, in this respect, as Tercl'rek
shows, is in line with Antigone,
Socrates and other civil resisters and
with the teaching of Thoreau.
Gandhi would not permit resistance
except under the gravest
provocation. The law and morality
of the community are to be generally
followed as they provide safe lines
of conduct. The individual should
not take to weighing every
particular detail in "Golden scales"
and make hirnself a habitual and
unbending dissenter and law
breaker.

Love, non-violence and truth

are the very soul of Gandhi's
philosophy. The appeal of love and
voluntary suffering is to the heart
of the opponent and is unfailing in
its power to win and transform.
Love and non-violence constitute a

moral absolute for Gandhi but in its
application he permits "a string of
exceptions"

Tercheck would view them
not as negations of Gandhi's Law.
The Law stands in spite of the
exceptions. He notes, like several
critics of Gandhi , the striking
ambivalences in his message of non
violence - especially when Gandl-ri
justifies taking of the life of one's
own daughter threatened with rape.
He questions, mildly though, why
Gandhi does not extend his
justification of violence when he

talks about Jewish resistance.
Terchek also makes the important
point that there are two faces of
Gandl'ri - l're is at once a visionary
and a realist. His economic theory

with its emphasis on the village and
on handicrafts may appear far
fetched and unrealistic but it can
serve as a touchstone to assess the
human value of our economy.
Gandhi is neither inconsistent nor
a paradox though he may appear to
be so. According to the autl-ror this
is the distinctive merit of Gandhi's
thought.

Terchek's work is original,
thorough and eminently reliable.
His exposition of Gandhi's thought
is clear and judicious and brings out
Gandhi's relevance not only to our
times but to the millenniurn we have
entered. It is unique in relating
Gandhi to the mainstrean of
political philosophy and showing
how the basic problems of life are
cornmon to the East and the West.
This study will be widely
appreciated as an important
contribution to Gandhian studies
and to political philosophv..r
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To begin with, I found myself
utterly dumbfounded. "You ... care
for me as a boil / is cared for as a
tree minds a flower ... / as the sky
preserves the sun," says one poet
(Narayan Surve), and another (Teji
Crover): "A rabid dog / subdued
before tl-re bite / ... is silenced
cucumber". Well, really! Never
never would I have dreanred of
treating a boil like that or of
expecting a cucumber to be
anything but silent. Does this point
to some great gulf between me and
my countryn'ren? Am I hopelessly
colonized? But then, it's the
business of poetry to make
extravagant statentents, and when
translation robs them of tone and
tune and word order, there are llo
signposts left into tl're experience of
the poet. The simplest and most
obvious things can go wrong. The
whole spirit of the line changes, for
instances, wirerr Virrod Kunrar
Shukla's " Dur se apna glwr deklma
clmliyc" assultles the monclsyllabic
tramp of "One should see one's
own house frorn far off". Ar"rd
'twinkle' gives a bathetic Santa
Claus effect to Jayant Parnrar's "All
tltt'sacrcd rivcrs / Flow in nrv veirrs
,/ Suu Moon Stars / 'l-rvinkle / In
nlv eves". So it reallv isrr't fair to
the poets to sa_y grandly as tltt:
itttt'otl ut'lirrn rl or.s. " Nrr a I lr.ntlrl lr;r,;

bt:err tttadt: here to rrra ke tlrest:
trarrslatirlns particrrlarly

reader to dct
mental tidying

some scrambled
uP.

But if this happens, it's far
from always. The anthology is
designed as a companion volume
to the editor's own critical study
Making It New : Modernism in the
poetry of Malayalam, Marathi and
Hindi (1995), which concerns itself
chiefly with subversive,
marginalized voices, struggling to
remould the literary language to
their purposes, and moving
towards a poetry of the public
sphere. So we get the clean
incisiveness of:

A broken brttom; a stittkitrg sutab;

a bowl with n twisted rim:
she is now a mound of enrth.

(Attoor Raviverma)

or
Tnr otrd grauel enrbeddatl

it lies on the roatl
a utortt-out, slnTtcless sltoe .

I tlirtk of tlrc feet
it Ins protectad

snd bou)

in reacrence.

(Sarveshwar Dayal Saxelra)

or

if urtt.t n:;1, /ris atr', ltr"ll tcll ryr,tr

sL'i)L,rll tltousLtrrd Vcors, :jiur or tnkt'

Irts l,rllcrt rtfi ltiyh llnccs rrrort lltart
(ttI( (,

ttrrtl col tr!l l,rokctt ttlt, srt
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Iooks glued together
Iike the nmp of Indin.

(Kunwar Narayan)

And that's onlv a few of tl-re

most easily quoted.

Strangely though, or may be
not so strangely, but naturally
rather, these weren't the first to
corne through - it was poems
turning on family relationships.
First of all was Gulammoharned
Sheiklr's "Father in Dream":

Father, I saw you again, yesterday
tltousands of nriles away from home,

lrcre on the shore

of tlrc Baltic when I lie asleep ...

After that came Bhalchandra
Nenrade's "Granny", a single sweep
clf complex and urgent ernotion that
can't be quoted effectively, but
never ftrils to bring a trickle of tears
each time I read it. lJoth these poenls
w<lrked as total structures, rrot just
a strikirrg image or tw(), and the
other poems by the same poets, did
almost as well even with different
translators. lt is something about
their styles or were they just lucky
in those translators? I long kr trtl ablc
to tackle the originals and fincl otrt
fol rrrvsell. Slrrikarrt Verrrra's spare
artd evocittive grotrp of poenis

],1 t Ir1,,,

so resottatrt irr tlanslirtiorr rvitlr strch

ec()n()nry ()[ nrealrs, what mtrst the
origirra ls be!
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Which way lies the city of Magadh?
Listen, O rider of the horse,

Front Magadh I come

And to Magadh
I must return ...

Most haunting perhaps in the
long run are likely to be some of tl"re

most elusive poenls - elusive not
because they are obscure (wl'rich
they are not) but sometimes for an
intriguing combination of simple
elements:

Tlrc lqst trumpeting ot' the rogue
eleplunt hit by a bullet
slowly dissolaed into silence ...
I alone wnlk
not knowing why
along the unt'inished walls ot' these

houses.
(N. N. Kakkad)

Or a beautifully eloquent
balance of inner and outer like
Kedarnatlr Singh's " Remembering tlrc
Year 1.947":

Kedarnath Singh, do you remember

Noor Miyan? ...
Do you know where he is at present?

In Dlnka or Multan?
Do you know how many leaaes

fall eaery yenr in Pakistan?
WIry are you silent, Kedsrnatlr
Singh?
Are you weak in mathematics?

And Dhoomil's "Twentrl
Years Af ter Independence":

It's afternoon now,
tlrere nre padloclcs hanging on eoery

side,

a disnster's written fu the language

of the bullets buried in tlrc ualls
and tlrc shoes scattered in the street,
a cout has sloppeel its dung
on the map of India
flapping in tlrc utind ...

That prarticular blend of
feelings centred on 1947 is
sotrething I ler:ognize very well:
troth these poets are l1r)/

,,,t ,,.,. , ,i r l;1..: r.,, r t:t.

chilcJren like nryself. Agairr ancl
again, it ttrrrred out that way n'itli
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poenls that seemed to strike home
with particular force - astonishing
how one's generation counts for
even more than one's language. But
the younger poets were far from
alien and inaccessible; altogether, in
spite of some clogged patches the
editor and the 32 translators have
made an anthology that's excellent
value for someone like rne, a

monolingual poetry-lover who
wants to explore beyond those
confines.

Of course, these 230 pages
can't be and aren't intended to be,
a basis for generalizatior"rs about

Modern Indian Poetry. Never-
theless, 136 poems by 52 poets
translated from four great
languages (Gujarati has been added
to three of the companion volume)
is rich fare. Some of the poets were
lnere names to nre before, sorue not
even that, other's I'd read a little
of in translation already, but it was
wonderful to meet them all together
- so many alert and sensitive urinds
grappling with this vast confusing,
distressing yet deeply loved
country of ours. And how rrice to
find I don't after all need to learn
to be kind to boils and cucumbers.+
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This absorbing book is the
autobiography of an eminerrt
soldier, who was born to be one.
This reviewer has had the
opportunity of serving under him
when he was GOC 33 Corps and
again rvhen he was the Western
Army Cornrnander. On retiremerrt
both served on the Organizing
Committee of the jawaharlal Nehrtr
l{ockey Tournaruent Committee in
New Delhi.

There can be little doubt that
Lieutenant General ( Lt Gen )
Harbaksh Sirrgh had a very
inrposirrg presence being tall arrd
rautrocl straight, to tl're ver)' erld.
The revieu'er has no hesitation in
stating that throughout his service
fror-rr 1943 to date, no General
Officer had the physical ancl
commarrding presence and
personality of this Sikh General,
rr,liich is perhaps rr,hy he was such
a good field cournrander, his
crotvnirrg glory being the handling
of Westem Commarrd dr-rring the
1c)65 War against I'akistarr in the
West, at a time when that Command
covered J & K, HP, I,unjab, Dell-ri
arrcl Hasterrr llajasthan, all 'hot'
spots.

It ir rrnl'"r'tirrlrtr' tlrrt [.1 C]t'n
Ilar'lrakslr ulttJt'rtorrk to rvrittr this

The book u'as put together and
published by his daughter Harmala
Gupta who, in tl're preface, has said
that had he lived longer he rvould
have been able to arrange arrd
annotate the photographs, all black
and white, more realistically. There
is yet another reasorl whv this fine
Infantry General delayed putting his
thoughts down on paper so late ir.r

life. Going through the book it is
obvious that the General, because of
the ageing process, perhaps forgot
places and names, or found it
difficult to recall them.

His story is fascirrating
because it corrers his rvhole life and
horv everrts and personalities
influenced his soldierly qualities and
military thinking. His frequent
referelrces to the tenets of his
religion and the infh-rence that it l-rad

on hir-rr throughout his service are
trattsparerrtl)' evident. There is littlir
doubt tlrat his faith, atrcl his strong
religious convictions, sustained him
during the years he r.t,as a Prisoner
of War of the Japanese itr Singapore
durirrg World War ll. The poirrt is
that if religion is a source of
irrspiratiorr arrd good, there is
nothing rvr()ull in folkrivinc it, even
in a sr,tcular societ\', but it slrould not
inllttr'tt,'e t)11e's ill{11'r)rr,lrl Ir is

rrnfrlrtutrate thal nrulrrr o1- llre

matter nlany of the cluotes in
Punjabi and Hindi. If this book is ttr
find favour anlorlg people outside
India, it adds to its value if such
translations are indicated, as it
would adcl to the value of this book.

Tl'rat he was a humarr being
conles out very clearly in practicalli,
every page of this book. In this
context, the reviewer recalls one
small and seemingly insignificant
incident, nrhen tl.re General rvas
GOC 33 Corps in Siliguri and was
visiting the very newly raiserl
battaliou, 17 Maratha Light h'rfantry,
at that poirrt clf time commandecl by
the revietrrer, on the Penlarrg l{iclge
outside Cangtok, Sikkim. The
Courmandirrg Officer, anxious for
the inspection to end on a l'righ note,
the General, vr.ho was inspectitrg the
we ll-cor-rcea led de f ences, lva s
advised of the nun-rber ctf leeches irr
the area on r'r'hicli he n,as stanriirrg.
1'he pliti, n'orked. No 6tt'r;rlr bei^g
likes to have blctod-suckirrg leeches
on his person and so, the General
said very diplomatically, that he
was satisfied with what he had seen
and moved tcl the Mess!

ln the clrapter tlescrit',ing his
stav itr Singapore as a l'ristrrter of'

lV;rr'. lris ,rlri,lillt) ( {)ur ts'l'l lrtl lris
l'cllor,r, 1-l'isoners ctrnre to tht' fore iti

1..,-l

lrt'tr-r rrst'it is.t valtr.rble ntirrc of
i rt l-r,rrrri-r I ior r on lr'ir tJerslr ip i n b.r t tlr.

lrirrr irr tlris lr,',i1.., lritvr, rrr,L bttt'rr
trirnslatctJ into I,.rrglislr, rror ior tlrat

[r re al o r r r F it's l.,l tt r r.u cr rt' - ]t[ rL rch 20 0 1

in rloirr,.i s(),,,\l)(rsilril ltints\'ll- t()

It;r:z,rrds rvhir:h, if canrt'to liglit,
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could bring in their wake severe there is no substitute for personal
putrishment. This trait surfaced contact. Equally important is the fact
whenever he was involved in that he did not interfere with lower
operations. The second important commanders in the conduct of
period was during the operations in operations unless he felt that such
J & K as a battalion and brigade a step was called for.
commander in the battles raging
round Srinagar Airf:
and Uri u.,a ru.".**;:l3*x """ i:iJii#ii'lJ.:?:u';:j
figrrting at ritrrwar- *::::'i'i i1fi1"$.siiil'i1,J;"T il ll:
:?;li:: :X::::" ,"11 i::"J'T :':: lio*" Vibhusan thousrr in his book

corn'ra.d l.ris troops f;;,k;";; he-mentions that he declined the

of a bunker but was ;;;;#ii, Padma Bhusl.ran whe. his deeds

present where tr"," u"ti*';;;; w€re conpared to other lesser

so was able to inn,re-r,.e ttre ;;;i" commanders'

by his sheer presence and grasp of when General Kumara-
the situation' For his outstanding mangalam's term as Ar'-ry Chief
leadership he was awarded 

lhe Yir ended, there was much debate as to
Chakra for bravery; the Maha vir whether the next Chief would be
Chakra would l'rave.been.n]ore Lt.cen. sanr Manekshaw, then
appropriate: others who had done_ trasrern Arltly Lomlnanoer/ or
less were so awarded' It is difficult Lt.Gen.Harbaksh singh, the westernto acceDt his observations that "^:.r -'-- Arny Comnrander. This reviewer
though he was reconrmended for it, r- ^ -
i t w ai G ene,u r cu, iu p p u' ;i.:" -I. d |;fiil 

g:; ;:.,1"1"1r:,';;::Xt" ; Lll;it down. Whatever else. the then
Chief was never ;;;;.'-,;"il HQ when the fi.al decision to

vi,rdi*ive or erse "J;;i".;; 3i#T:Hffi: fil::t3:ffiL::il
the Army was held together at a the decision at about 1315 hours.
very critical juncture of its }ristorY was she right in ignoring the claims
after partition' of a succeJsful Arnry C"ommander

The tl-rird important period in in operations? General Harbaksh
his illustrious career was his did not think so and mentions that
comnerrdable handling of Western he was given that assurance by the
Command during the 1965 War Defence Minister Sardar Swaran
against Pakistan. There can be little Singh. Without detracting from the
doubt that it was because of l.ris merits of General Harbaksh, in the
insistence that a serious situation final arralysis the right decision was
was averted apd that a counter urade. That was the general feelitrg
offensive was launched towards in the Army. Gen. Sam Manekshaw
Lahore. He asked for permissiorl to was a terur setlior to Gen. Harbaksh.
see tlre tl'ren Prime Minister Lal Both the claimauts for the'gadi'
Bahadur Shastri to seek his approval were graduates of the Arnly Staff
to do so. His determination not to College Quetta and the Imperial
withdraw when asked to do so was Defence College, London. Both
perhaps his ruaster-stroke during cotrrurauded infantry brigades, the
this lrard fought rvar. He was able key 26 Irtfantry Division arld Corps.
to do so because he had his lrand Bctth rvere Arurv Coururartders rvitlt
on the pulse of the operations by Saur Martekshan' havitrs the eclge of
,'r1i111' l-,rt-r^,;lrrl Ivlr,'r1,,r',.r I'i. I I\ll1l11 rt-'litt:' l'''l'l' \\/" 

"" 
''

presertce rr'as rerluired, att otrjt:.:1 Crltlrtrtancl albeit for a short prelitrd

lesson for seni<rr conrmanders th.rt and the'n Eastern Cotltrtatrd at the

height of the insurgency. Both
received gallantry decorations, one
the Military Cross in Burma and the
other the Vir Chakra in ]&K. Both
studied up to intermediate level in
the Punjab and both their fathers
served in the Indian Medical Service
in Mesopotamia during the First
World War. Tl're reader will rlow be
the best judge whether the right
choice was made.

Some of the con'rments made
by General Harbaksh of his
conterrporaries and seniors like
Gen. (later Field Marshal) Cariappa,
Lt.Gen. Bogey (L P) Sen and others
are perhaps uncalled for. Lt Gen Sen
commanded witll distinction, an
infantry brigade against the
Japanese in Burma and was
awarded the Distineuished Service
Crder, a rarity rn those da.'s.
General Chaudhuri (and 11 )t
Chowdry) was considered to be a

cerebral General. After retirement
he was appointed as our High
Commissioner in Canada after
which he took up a post in acadernia
in that country. But there carr be
little doubt that his assessrnerrt of
Lt.Gen. Biiii Kaul as an
inexperienced field corumander
with his penchant for politics, and
Major General Niranjan Prasad's
conduct as a divisional commander
at Sela in 7962 and in the Punjab in
1955, cannot be questioned.

To suur up theu this book
undoubtedly is a valuable addition
to all those interested in the conduct
of war both at the tactical and
strategic levels. Whereas its contetrts
cannot be challenged except in
certain areas rrrentiorred, it is flawed
because of the lack of maps,/
sketches of areas of opelatiotrs, poor
proof reacling nranifest irt the
rtr.r rnlrel of s1 telling err(rrs, especialll,
<tf persotral and place lrall1es, the trse

I -, -, r../

editing. lJe that
r,r'orth investing

as it nta\,, it is u'ell
irr a copv..r

It'reeclotn First Jcnutary-Marclt 2001
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Bhagwat.

Our Arn'ry lives and fights by
the spirit of the Regiment or
"Paltan" in which the soldier is
brought up - it is forever. The
Uniform and the Insignias become
a part of the skirr. Every Officer, JCO
and Jawan swears eternal loyalty to
uphold the traditions of his Unit. For
him (and now her), the years in the
"Paltan" become tl're foundation of
his/her life, their vr'hole life.

Regimental Histories, both
oral and written are treasured by the
soldiers. Stories, anecdotes and
lruntour abound. Every
achievemerrt, eacir adversity,
u,hether on the playfield, rvar
gaules, or the actual battlefield is a
teacher for those serving and those
still to corne and enter the precincts
of the Unit Lines.

General D'Souza's book
"Valorrr To The Fore", the history
<lf an illustrious Unit of the Army,
the 4'r' Battaliorr of Maratha Light
lnfantry, is a labour of great love,
tlre selfless, r.neticulous arrd an
inspiration for us all in its detail of
battles and events of the last two
hundred years.

Centrtrl to this Flistory is the
spirit that this fanrotrs Iieginrt'rrt
l-r iir zes.

'i'lrt' (.onrnrAnrlarrt, Iior,,al
l\4 ili tary Ac-;rclern\,, Sarrtl hrr rst, IJ K,

suggests that it be retained as it is
with no alteratiorrs - it is a very
good exarnple of a regimental
history rich in ma teria l,
photographs, sketches in detail, and
a guide to unit level combat in the
theatres stretchirrg from Egypt to
Burma, and rnore recently on the
Indo-Tibet border in 1962, in
Punjab-Rajastharr irr 7962 and 7977,
in the highest military battlefield irr
Siachen, or the treacherous terrain
of counter insurgency where
narcotics, illegal arms and politics
make for an explosive mixture.

The main merit of the tsook
lies in its authenticity through a

highly researched errdeavour from
archives, personal diaries and
memories of officers arrd nen who
served the Ilegimerrt at all levels. Its
objectivity extends not only to the
Reginrent as a fighting collective,
lrut to iuclividuals rvho give it life
and trlood.

A former Army Chief of Staff
Ceneral K V Krishna Rao finds that
it has been extremely well brought
out, high praise indeed and in fact
Ceneral Krishna llao suggests that
the Author cloes a I Iistorl'of the 2'"r

Ilattalion of the lvlaratlra [.iglrt
l'1f;111[1.1r lrto.

l'i. r,,,'1.

tlris Ilistor-1' lrotn Ilre r,,t'al lli()(l
rr.herr the li'r' Ileginrerrt, [Jonrbrt'

I"recLlotrt lrirsI Jottttctt'v-IvIarc|t 2001

Native Infantrl, raised in Mangalore
by Colonel Gore to its evolution as
the 4tr' Battalion of the Maratha Light
Infantry, makes some very telling
con'urlents on the reorganization of
the Presidency Armies of Bengal,
Madras and Bombay pre and post
7857.

Maj. General D'Souza clraws
attention to the sea change in British
thinking post-1857 tl-rat tl're Indian
Arn'ry would be restructured in the
classic policy of divide and rule. The
system of class composition
especially in the Infantry, became
the byword. I{ecruitment of tlre so-

called martial classes was the nen'
rule. The l)oort'riyas of Oudh rt,ho
won British victories irr the Bengal
Arrny in Northern India, the NWPF
and Afgl'ranistan, became outlaws.
The aim of these measures was to
exercise total control over the native
troop-rs, as the author pertirtentlv
draws attentiorr to.

lnterestingly, iu '1800,

Mangalore, the birthplace of the
Regiment had a strong element of
the Navy as well, charged with
repulsing the French slrould they
atteurprt to lancl .

lirrrtttitrri tlrt'r'ttglr llre 3(X) oclcl

paqers of this excelletrt Ileginrelrtal
:r r. I : t,, . ,.t'i 

:

it [ttok l)llt itr, evt'ti Illose t'r'htr t]tr

111;1 '[r1'llrttg'ttr tht'-l'r'lv4 L Iartl

5!)



bound to be filled with a sense of
pride.

The Regiment's Battle Cry
"BoI Chattrapnti Maharaj Ki lai" is
dedicated to Shivaji, the secular
ruler and administrator as the
historian Dr Pande describes him in
the title of his book on Shivaji.

Our soldiers or jawans are oI
the finest material and they
demonstrate the finest core values
of the Constitution of the Ilepublic
and the secular fabric of tl're Nation
they are sworn to defend.

Such a Reginrental History as

General D'Souza has authored

deserves our gratitude and our keen
attention. Coming from a fifth
generation Services family, I say a
book review is not enough to dcl
justice to his great contribution tcr

a book that inspires those in unifomr
and is a fascination for citizens
young and old.+

G

t:i{cccAc?
{ I : f,irrL t As 3c c I a 1 I CN S

The party system in India has
undergone considerable trans-for-
mation during the last ten years and
the changes have become clear in
the 1996 and 1998 elections. The
Congress has been repeatedly
beaten electorally, and the party no
longer enjoys a dominant positiorr.
During the same period, the BJP has
improved its electoral fortunes and
has somewhat reached its maximum
limit as the two elections indicate.
Pradeep Chhibber is propounding
a theory on this transformation. He
accounts for the changes with the
help of certain reference points
whicl'r he considers to be the deter-
minants of the changes. As he puts
it, "the central argument developed
in tl'ris book is that in electoral de-
mocracies in which an activist state
dominates political life, and associa-
tional life is lveak, the emergence of
a cleavage-based party system can
restrlt prrinrarilV from party strategy
and competitiorr". That sourrds like

"r ri Lli>irr, li,,\r. , t., t,i'i,iir.,., qiui t i-
o;rs the thenre rvith plenty of
enrpirictrI suppcrrt.
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Since 1996, regional and caste

based political parties became key
participants in formirrg a

government at the Union. The
coalition in power since 1998 led by
the BJP illustrates this phenomenon
furtl'rer. Chhibber argues, explaining
his main contention, that in India the

State dominates social, political and
economic institutions. The party in
power has therefore distinct
advantages. Parties therefore,
contest for power quite bluntly
taking any short cut withottt moral
or other scruples. The federal
strlrcture makes it possible to gct

about it by mobilizing support on
a state by state basis. Indian society
is stratified in many ways, most of
all by cleavages of caste, none of
which by itself has the numerical
strength to ensure electoral victories
on a national scale.

TIre argur.ncnt fttrther statt-'s

that in India associational life is

,' '.i,..i.r 'ii.rii. li,.il.,i,., .i(, ,,.r, r,sitrtr*
tcl any fornral association. It then
follclws that the predonrirrant role

Freedom [,'irst Jatuntry-March 2001

assigned to the state and the lack of
well developed associational life
have given political parties in India
a larger role than in societies with
more associations and a less
dominant state. The activist state
and weak associational life are said
to explain the transforlnation fronl
a party system dominated by the
Congress party (the 'catch all'
Congress partf , to use the authr>r's
much repeated term), to a system
rooted in 'social cleavages', to usc
the author's another favourite
expressiorr. Also, this is said to

provide an explanation for the
linkages between political parties
and the social cleavages such as

region, caste and religion.

Chhibber admits tl'rat not all
social divisiolls are translatable irrto

cleavages that structure a partY
svstem. History' plays its part irl
deternrinirig r,r'hir:h clivisiotts are
politicallv relevant. Irr Inclia, caste

/.) ,,,1. .'err tt til)ilttsLrl.rlllrtl'r tir.,r,r.

tr'r'istic, atlcl so are language, t'cgiott

ancl religiotl at sortle tiure or tlther.



The phenomenon which
Professor Chhibber is analysing is
clear to any observer. The cleavages
he is referring to have been playing
a role at the state government's level
for some time. In the 1990s, regional
and caste based parties jumped
from the state level to the Union
level, resulting in'llung' parliaments
and coalition governments, which

Bave even small parties a chance to
share office. As a result, small
parties usually based on caste,
particularly in the northern states,
have found their position quite
satisfactory, if not ideal. Assured of
sharing power, without the need to
organize any nationwide campaign,
with a safe vote bank, and with
plenty of local issues and grievances
to sustain them, these small caste
and regional parties enjoy a self
sufficiency in politics. They want to
stay where they are and not seek to
expand as national parties. This
pattern is clearly identifiable.
Cl-rhibber establisl-res with the help
of empirical tools the fact that
parties are largely based on social
cleavages in the present time and
then extends his empirical study
(very marginally) to Spain and
Algeria. This comparison is sketchy
and unimpressive.

Different patterns of party
behaviour are not new to Indian
politics. Increased politicization has
made the political systent dynamic
and innovative. Even parties at the
national level l'rave occasionally
tried to work out adjustments with
local parties by leaving most of the
state level activities to a local party
and getting in return that party's
support in national politics. It was
a clean divisiorr of roles for rnutual
advantage. But in this game, the
nirtioual partv is the loser in the long
run, because it cannot give up
lr')\ ir)(l 1 ql:r[/, ],.r',,1 r,.r',rrri zrti,rrr

mrcl the state caclres and leaders get
frustrated with no op'rportunity tcr

holcl 1-rorver. State parties develop

national ambitions also, at least on
a small scale.

Chhibber analyses the fall of
the 'catch all' Congress party and
observes that the transformation of
the party system in India started
with the decline of tl're Congress
party. This, however, did not take
place entirely in the 1990s. Chhibber
seems to assume that the decline of
the Congress and the rise of the new
system were parallel developments
of recent years. Since 199i, the
weakness of the Congress became
more apparent. Narasimha Rao was
able to put together a Congress
government under the shadow of
the death of Rajiv Gandhi. Though
the Congress policies, particularly
economic liberalization, were
widely welcomed, the political
fortunes of the Congress did not
become brighter in the subsequent
elections. The'catch all' strategy did
not work.

The Congress(I) was
constituted by the loyal followers of
Mrs. Gandhi. Organisational
elections within the party were
never held until Mrs. Gandhi's
death in 1984 and much later.
Loyalists were nominated for all
party posts also. The party became
a bunch of office seekers chosen on
the basis of their loyalty and
winnability in their own base. There
was no concern with tlie grassroots
organization of the party. The party
was only in Parliament, not among
the people. It was only a matter of
time for the party to crumble at the
hustings. The history of the
Congress party is well documented.
The 'open umbrella' system, as it
was most often described in
scholarly discourses, was the
strerrgth of the partt,. When that n'as
destroyed, the consequences were
ir-evil,rlrl". Il,li.l ll('l nt'.,,1 111,',rfh,'r

rcas()lls.

CirhiLrber's contention that

Frced.onr Fi.rst,Ia.nuat'v-N[arch 2001

the Congress and the whole system
dominated by that party was
transf ormed into the preseltt
'cleavage based systen' largely
because of the low associational life'
is carrying the argument too far.
Chhibber, of course, brings
formidable evidence to show that
associational life in India is low. This
is true beyond doubt. He quotes
from World Values Survey 1991
enough statistical proof. In India, the
percentage of people belonging to
at least one association is only 13,
"the lowest for all democracies for
which data is available". Iceland
tops the list with 90 percent,
followed by Sweden, Netherlands,
Norway, Denmark - all above 80
percent, and then followed by
Finland, US, and South Korea - all
above 70 percent. In India,
belonging to a formal association
can happen only to a few urban
professionals. The criterion does not
apply to most Indians for whom the
social systern itself takes care of all
needs, social, professional,
economic, emotional, aesthetic and
all. That the low associational life
caused the transforrnation in the
party system has little evidence to
support it. For half a century, wllell
the'catch all' Congress don'rinated
the scene, the low associational life
also existed. It could have been
worse. At the same tine, one carl
accept the other part of Chhibber's
argument that low associational life
adds to the importance and primacy
that political parties enjoy in Irrdia.

Indian democracy with its
modern structure and processes
exists and operates, as Morris-Jones
had pointed out, in a traditional
society with certain ttndemocratic
values and practices. It can be

described as a fragmented society
rather than a plural societv. Political

;-'-,;," 
;'1 '1" ]" '",t 

ql 1'r1' 1rf

rie'"'elopprr'ut itre trreecling on that
fragrnentatiou aud not otr pltrralist
vah-res. As Chhibber puts it, tl'ris can
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be called a cleavage-based party
system.

Though the terninology is
new, the points of reference are not
substantially different. If we put
back the old terms for the new, such
as 'umbrella' party for 'catch all'
party,'caste system' for 'social

cleavages','centralised' state for
'activist' state, 'plural' society for
'associational life' , then the central
idea of the book becomes old
conventional knowledge. The
presentation is of course attractive.
To support the main theme, the
book goes into empirical analysis of
electoral competition, coalition

building, central intervention in
states, and the rise of the BJp. These
chapters provide insigl-rts into
various aspects of Indian politics,
and are useful far beyond the
purpose of establishing the main
theme.+
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India had scant interest in
Pakistan in 7947. But Pakistan
directed all its attacks on us and
gradually became weaker and
weaker in the process. Today when
it is on the brink of crumbling or
fragmenting we have to re-create
interest in Pakistan, and for that the
book 'Kin State Intervention in
Ethnic Conflicts'by Rajat Ganguly
should prove useful.

Rajat Ganguly, a scholar of
International Relations and Asian
Sttrdies in New Zealand, has noted
a phenomenal increase irr
secessionist movenlents based
primarily on assertions of ethuic
identity. Tl'rese cor-rflicts invariably
suck in neighbouring countries. He
refers to Kashmiri secession in India;
tl-re Bengali movement in East
Pakistan and the role played by
India; Baluchi secessior"r and the role
plaved by Afgharristtrn arrd lrart;
Afghanistarr's role in the
'l);rl:lrtunistarr' r"novt'lrt:lrl : in(J
inclia's nrle irr the Ttilnil set--essitrrrist

movenrerrt in Sri Larrka.
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Wllen we look back we find
that partition was achieved in the
face of considerable opposition.
Sind voted for it by a narrow
nrajority. There was hesitation in
Punjab, and the North-West
Frontier Province was positively
against it. Unfortunately, the
leaders of N.W.F.P. refused to
participate in tl-re referendum and
it went in favour of Pakistan.

A prominent observer of the
Asian scene, Selig Harrison, is
quoted in the book: "As Harrison
argues, Pakistarr's l'raunting
nightmare is economic and political
disir-rtegration culminating in arr

Indo-Iranian-A fgha nistan
arrangeDlent to divide up the
country. If this should ever l-rappen,
many Pakistanis believe that Iran
would get Baluchistan, rn'ith
Afghanistan getting the Pasl'rtun
areas and lndia gettiug tlre l'unjab
arrcl Sirrd.

Irr tiris corrtert, it is;reltinerrt
to rl err ti on, A lta f H u sse in, th e

F' reedotrt. tr'irsl J atuLan - I\[arclt 200 1

leader of the Muiahirs who said that
"the partition of India was the
biggest mistake in history". He sang
'Sare jahan se achha Hindostan
lnmara'. People from other ethnic
areas supported him. Then as a

member of a delegation visited India
and urged a pro-active role to re-
structure Pakistan's polity, warning
that the creeping spectre of
Tablianisation could de-stabilize the
entire region.

Rajat Ganguly's book is a

timely warning to us that we have
neglected a study of Pakistan ancl

its ethnic problems all these years.
History is going to be made in the
next 10 to 20 years in the area of
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and out'
ignorance of the area and the lack
of interest in it n'ray lead us into
situations over which rve ltave ttc.r

cotrtrol. llajat Gang,uly has dotre us

a sert'ice rvith lris scholarlv atralvsis
of eveuts in I)akistan, arrd I htlpre lie
rtrr,ljrli'c ii irr t].,. 'r,".'t,"{iii,rrr r.



BEYOND AUTONOMY - ROOTS OF INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY
By A. K. Damodaran

Published by
Somaiya Publications Private Limited, Mumbai 400 022.

Year of Publication: 2000. No. of Pages: 261. Price: Rs.350.

Reviewecl by
Mr. Nitin G. Raut, Advocate, Bombay High Court and member,

Advisory Board, Freedom First.

"Beyond Autonomy - Roots
of Indian Foreign Policy" is a

collection of essays and writings, all
works of the author A. K.
Damodaran, a former Indian
Foreign Service Officer and all
unabashed admirer of Nehru. IJis
background and experience in
Foreign Service is both his asset as

well as his liability. This collection
appears to be a subtle and laboured
effort to justify the relevance of the
Non-Aligned Movement even
today. It is an expressiorr of
resentment with the disintegration
of the Soviet Union and the end of
the Cold War. The emergence of the
U.S. as the only strperpower is
grudgingly and reluctantllr
acknowledged rrot as a reality but
as a historical accident and not the
least because of the inevitable failure
of the Communist systeln.

As a member of the elite
lucliarr Foreigrr Service, the author
could harre drawn Llpol'l his rich
experierrce to prresent a truly
national perspective in the book. But
so beholden is he to tl"re Nehruvian
policy that the preconceived
conclusion to berate the gllost of
Western lurperialism and project the
Conlnnnist bloc as a rratnral ally of
tlie NAlvl nrakes rrbjectivitl' atrd
rl ispa5511;111tc analysis tire biggcst
c,rsttitltv in tlrt. I'ook rvlr it'ir
\)[lr(|t\\ ts(' I5 l.ul'l\] rl(til ll] tlti.
rrarr.rtirrn ol cvt'nts.'l'lre l'ailr-rre trr

str('ss tlit redciirrition of Irrrliarr

foreign policy in the context of the
post-Cold War era appears to be
insignificant and this is reflected in
the introduction rvhere the author
observes: "The principie of Non-
Alignment with which Nehru and
India were identified for decades is

central to any study of Independent
India's foreign policy". Wiile it may
be partially true, the guidelines
certainly invite a serious review in
the context of globalisation and
stress or1 economic diplornacy. But
the constraints of ideological
shackles preclude the author from
any critical reassessment of the
NAM or lndia's foreign policy.

In the chapter "The Estranged
Tr,r'irrs: Irrdia and Pakistan", the
narration is sought to be fitted in the
straitjacket of anti-imperialist NAM
policy. The Pak policy is sought to
be simplified as to r,r'hat India ought
to have done to frustrate Western
designs ratlrer than a policy to suit
India's own secLlrity and geo-
strategic interests. Indeed, but for
the West, Pakistarr could not have
been a good boyl

The reference to Prof .

Huntingdon's thesis of "Clash of
Civilisations" n'hich rnainlv foctrses

the Judaeo-Christian convergence of
ir.rtc.re.st agtiiust the tlrreats of Islarrric
l'trnclarnt:ntalisrn, is sotrght to bt'

]."1" 
,1 r.. r "1,'rrr,'1 ,1;.,'r I .,, i,;. 1,

lntli.r slrt,tr lrl trot irt'ir l)r'r'\'.
'l'his arrcl other t'ssays ar{j

l,' r e t: cl o t t t F' i r s !. J cr t t t t tL tt' - IvI ar c I t 20 0 I

steeped in the blinkered vieu, of
anti-West obsessiorr which made the
NAM more as a 'front' of the
Commurrist bloc. And the futility of
NAM's confrontation with the West
at Soviet behest callnot look more
ridiculous when today the East
European mernbers are lining up to
join NATO!

The title "Beyorrd Auto-
nonly" has its origin in Nehru's
philosophy tliat independence
consists of foreign relations and
"that is the test of Independence. All
else is local autonomy". But Nehru's
foreign policy did not rrecessaril;,
have the stanp of Independence in
as much it had the seal of
subservience to the Sorriet
Comn'runist bloc.

The various essays in totality
make disjointed reading as they lack
sequential narration and no efforts
are nrade to edit or upclate to
present I 6omprehensive pictr,rre ilr
totality. Bv itself, they are ar.raly'tical

to suit the author's ideological
prediliction.

"ldeologies in Flux" is au
academic analysi5 of corrtradictions
and cor.rflicts of differerrt prolitical
s1'stetrts ancl ic'lec,logies atrd lrt'rrv

Ji, t,{l,i})lrl ,,;r,l r.,'rr,rilli. I.tt l"r:'
It.rvt' ittIltrr:nt'r',1 t]tt' , ]r.rrtgiltri ('{ )tlr5('

\,1 lii!-\,i('f,\. llt t''-'ilt-l(l!. l( rll1. l!i iri,r'|

t:.rclt ielcoltrB-\; ()l i.olitical sVstetlt

ttt'trtls to ltt'ilt'xilrle bttt lt the sanle



tin're, it is a grim reminder of the
inflexible approach of the author in
the overall presentation of the
subject.

"Roots of Foreign PolicY"
deals with tl're evolution of India's
foreign policy in pre- and post-Inde-
pendent India with comparative
analysis of historical events in
Europe and Asia. The article stresses

the role of the Indian intelligenstia
and leaders in internationalizing tl're

freedom rnovernent which later
became the nucleus of India's
foreign policy. This essay by itself
presents a broad sweep of foreign
policy developments in Asia and
Europe. While eulogizing Nehru in
tracing the roots of India's foreign
policy can be understandable, the
infallability of Nehruvian policy is
unacceptable. The failure of Nehru
to assess China's hostile designs
inspite of warnings from well-

meaning statesmen like Sardar Patel

and M. R. Masani can barely iustify
the author's views.

The other two essays "Indo-
U.S. Relations: Prospects" and
"India and Russia: Challenges and
Prospectsl' are a study in contrast
in their treatment. While the former
is a general analysis of the history
of Indo-U.S. relations, tl-re latter is

more analytical and the author
barely conceals his passionate
interest with a detailed survey. In
respect of Indo-U.S. relations, even
the specifics of differences and
irritants find no mention.

The essay "Before Non-
Alignment" discusses Nehru's
philosophy of NAM conceived on
"... a brief holiday in Switzerland"
where for Nehru, China was all
oppressed nation. While lauding
Nehru's NAM concepts, the author

shies away from explaining how
'oppressed' countries like China
could annex Tibet and attack India.
The optimism expressed in respect
of the Non-Aligned Movement is
amazing. The chapter "NAM: Tl're
Road Ahead" is an essay without
analytical direction. It is a path
charted by the author leading to
nowhere.

In the ultimate analysis, the
author refuses to accept the
'rootlessness' of Indian foreign
policy which after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, had no option but t<r

adopt a U-turn to strike fresh and
firm roots. It was a belated realiza-
tion that it is economics, and not iust
politics, which is of over-riding
importance for the success of any
foreign policy. In terms of politico-
economic strategy as a key factor in
a foreign policy, this book is a

disappointment.+

MUSLIM FRIENDS: THEIR FAITH AND FEELING
AN INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM

By Roland E. Miller

Published by
Orient Longman Limited, L60, Anna Salai, Chennai 500 002.

Year of Publication: 2000. No. of Pages: 429. Price Rs.375.

Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari, Professor of Commerce and Management

and a freelance writer.

Mecca, the birth place of
Mohammad was a teeming city,
combining business with religiott.
Mohammad was boru around A.D.
570, in the well-known political and
conmercial tribe, Quraysh. His
father, Abdulla died even before his
birth. His mother, Amiua, with very
modest resources, had to loclk to
Mohamnrad's grand f:rther, Alrd al-
Muttalib for strpport atrd assistance.

^.'.-i:':."l-:l 'l: I1 lr:'.-;r I 
^''l'"11"'""""!'"r'-'-r 

11"'-"

a\\ra),. Mg6aprprad q,4S, tIns, ititerest ill tlre fanrily's tradirrg

orphanecl and lvas nolv kroked after actiVities. [{e might have ttuder-

by his grandfather, who, uufortu-
nately also passed away, when
Mohammad was eight years old.
Thus a string of misfortunes had
befallen him at a very young age,

and his uncle, Abu Talib, took him
under his care. The series of
tragedies, irr quick succession, left
a very deep impressiolr otr the child,
n,lriclr he could lr()t erase easily.

taken several journeys to Syria and
Palestine, though positive evidence
is lacking.

The marrying of a rich
business lady named Khadija, a

widow, 15 years older to l'riu.^ ,

brought about a change for the
better, in the personal life of
Mohammad. Slre not only provided
steady emplovtrrelrt atld filrancial
..-.r,,-;*_, l-..r .lc.-. .-1\',t lrirar f.\rtr

daup;hters, the otl.rer children
having died at an early age. Though
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he was now leading a comfortable
and settled life - a contented family,
gainful employment, financial
security and social respect - yet
there was something troubling him.
This restlessness made him under-
take constant journeys of a solitary
nature in and around Mecca. He
spent long hours in deep
meditation.

During the sacred month of
Ramadhan, while fast asleep at
Mount Hira, the angel, Gabriel,
suddenly appeared before him.
Moharumad was 43 years of age.
The angel, showed him a cloth, with
the writing on it, which read as :

Recite I : In the nanre of thy Lord
who created,

man of a blood-clot;
Recite ! : And thy Lord is the most
gerlerous/

Who taught by the pen
taught men that he knew -

not(96:1-5)
The prophetic career of

Mohammad commenced with two
fundanental commands which now
h'ere to determine his further prog-
ress in his life - firstly, to recite the
revelation and secondly, to emp-
hasize the reality of God. Armed
with the revelation of the angel
Gabriel, Mohamrnad now set out in
his new career to Mecca. The first
three to four years of Mohanmad's
religious activities were practically
a tarre affair. He was quite cautious
and rneasured in his sern'rons. At
times, he utilized, the prayer as a

rledium of approach. He was not
an orator nor an educator nor was
he accustomed to the art of public
speaking. The reaction of the people
of Mecca was, however, negative.
Accordilrg to Dr. Roland Miller :

"they resp-r1)116lgd with a nrix of
atil'i( )s;lv rrrrl rrrllz]r'r:r,.rrl l.rrr<,1-rr,,r.

artri clistl.rirr. Alrlt()\/Ancr: antJ
outriglrt atlger.

For the first ten years,

Mohammad had to face tough
situations. Having patiently put up
with the sermons and discourses,
the people of Mecca, encouraged by
very proninent leaders, now
opposed him. Amongst tl're fore-
most, was Abu Lahab, his uncle and
Abu Jahl, a Qurayshite leader. If
there is only one God, Allal'r, what
would be the position of the shrine?
Mecca might be ruined! So went on
the arguments of those who oppo-
sed his views. As the l-rostile feelings
and views gathered momentum,
day by day, a majority of his
followers took refuge, for a while,
in Abyssinia (now known as
Ethiopia ) where the Christian king
offered them comfort, solace and
safe refuge. Expecting better recep-
tion and treatment, Mohammad
and his companion, Zayd, left for
Taif, a city 60 miles from Mecca. But
this was not to be. Deeply devoted
to their old deities and staunchly
fanatical, the people of Taif were in
no mood to listen to his sermons or
accept his views. Bruised and
bleeding due to the pelting of
stones, Mohanmad, along with his
companion retreated from Taif,
seeking shelter in a garden, where
they were tended by a Christian
slave named Addas. The com-
forting arid consoling revelations
(77 : l) that flashed before him
quietened his nerves.

It was now A.D. 620, ten
years after Mohammad started his
rounds of preaching, when Khadija,
his wife and Abu Talib, his uncle,
both passed away. Two hundred
and fifty miles north of Mecca, lies
the city of Medina inhabited by
heterogenous groups, the people of
Medirra were not hostile to the
views propounded Mohammad. [{e
lrr.ls.rtrle trl gather atrourrcl hinr
clev<lut ftrlltrwers, who apprecia ted
ulc LtlbLULlIsr5 (lllLl itiS() eltC()Lll';ll;ecl
hinr. They nrere prefreit'ed to give it
a try. Thus lslam rvas born.

I:'rayer, clrr a daily basis, acts

fi'reedorn First Jarunrv-March 2001

as balm on the mind, wllich most of
the time becones quite restless and
difficult to control. It cleanses the
mind of the impurities, accumulated
over a period of years in the form
of evil thoughts ar-rd ideas. The Holy
Quran enjoins on all devout
nuslims to pray, at least five times
a day. The sacred book is divided
into 1i4 chapters or otherwise
known as Surae, with a total of 6226
verses or yat (Sl. Aya).

Twenty three years after the
death of the prophet, the Holy
Quran was presented to the world
in tl"re form which we perceive
today. Islam permits two types of
prayer, knorvn as salat and dua.
Salat is the formal five fold daily
prayer, while dua is a neek petition
to God where the devotee is unable
to pray in the formal manner. The
salat is a complete surrender to
God. In fact, the purpose of the salat
is to focus the unruly mind, shut
out other intervening meddling
thoughts and deeply concentrate on
God.

It is the earnest wish of every
devout muslim to undertake tl-re

pilgrimage to Mecca, at least c>rrce

in a life time. It is a scene of millions
of muslims of all nationalities
gathering around the cerrtral shrine,
known as the Kaaba. The Kaaba is
made of stone, covered with a

slopirlg roof, with the surrounding
area being paved witl-r marble slab.
A devout muslim who has success-
fully completed the pilgrimage
would have the horrour of sr-rffixing
the word "Haji" after l'ris name.

The author has adopted a

very simple, lucid style that is easily
ntrderstandable, The book should
prove cluite useful for both norr-
uruslittrs as well zrs uruslinrs. For tlte
r.t<-rtt-nruslinrs it n'c<runts rather in
det;ril. an ilcc()Ll11t of tlie sectttrcl
largest religion in the world. For the
muslinr, it serves as a sort of ready
referencer on lslanr..r
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Vidhu Varma's book "Justice,

Equality and CourmunitY" is a

critical and comparative essay on
Marxist political theory. Though the
Soviet marxism is condemned by
the forces of history, Marx as a

political tl'reorist and philosopher
continues to cast his shadow on
contempor.rl y social and political
theory. Vart.t.t's book is a welcolne
addition to a consrar 'ly growing
li tera ture on Marxist political
theory. In this book he has critically
irr terpreted the interaction between
corlcepts of justice, equality arrd
conrmunity.

I{e points out that this book
is mostly a response to the turbulent
arrd confusing events of the last
decade where there has been
erosion of popular support for the
ideas of Karl Marx. Certain charac-
teristics of Soviet socialisnr,
especially its elitist atrd uudeuro-
cratic characters, aud its violation
of civil aud political rigl'rts are
responsible for this, but the failure
of Soviet socialisn-r was attributed
to tl're intellectual tradition of
Marxisnr. Its inadequacies were
exposed by new social urclvetueuts
arrtl the recetrt the<lries of iustice but
they failed trr take itrto ;tct:t.rtttrt tlte
rlraterial arrtl class lrasis of

,l :r r: .. l' : '! I i:
t

Vir r ttra tha t cl esPi te, i ts i trit clerltt a c it:s

Ivlarx's coucept of justice nraV hel1.r

r-rs bettcr utrclcrstirtrcl the problcnr.
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Hettce, according to Varma,
the three aims of this book are (a)

to draw attet'rtion to Marx's theory
of justice, (b) to demottstrate
disagreements regarding what
justice is, reflect different policies
of social change and (c) to discuss
its relevance to the contemporary
world where rr€\'>tlCial novements
have appealed to t.-!i collcepts of
,rstice. He maintains that Marx's

insistence olt the link between
exploitation and justice is relevant.
He writes, "l tl'rink reassesstnent of
Marxist ideology ueed not base
itself on the causes of stagrration
and authoritarianism but on the

rreed to understand vvhv sttch costs

were paid and whether this was
worth it." He admits that he has

some fascination for analytical
Marxism which enjoys some
fundamental unity.

IUSTICE, EQUALITY AND COMMUNITY
AN ESSAY IN MARXIST POLITICAL THEORY

By Vidhu Verma

Published by
Sage Publications Private Ltd. 32, M-Block Market,

Greater Kailash 1, New Delhi 110 048.

Year of Publication: 1999. No. of Pages: 254. Price Rs.200.

Reviewed by
Dr. Ashok Chausalkar, Reader, Faculty of Political Science,

Shivaji UniversitY, KolhaPur.

According to Varma Marx
maintained tl-rat the law could not
be divorced from uraterial cor.t-

ditions and its immediate class
structure. But Marx's uuder-
standing of law was inadequate
because law is sometimes created
as a result of conflicts betweeu
groups whicl'r canuot be identified
irr class terms. The feminists attack
Marx for the inadequ" 'y of Marxist
theory to understanci s^recif ic
biological differences among men
a:'d women which are part of social
reality. In this well-written chapter
Varrna seeks to presellt the cclmplex

natnre of concepts of jr"rstice ar-rd

eqr-rality in nrodern times.

In the third chapter, the
relationship betweeu justice and
exploitation is critically examined.
It is argued by Marx that the root
canse of exploitation irr capitalist

Varma divides his book in society is the denial of entitlements

four chapters. The first chapter to workers for the surplus labour

deals with the debate on justice in they perform. He held that capi-

the light of concepts of equality and talism was wrollg because it
freedom. He holds that Marx alienated human beings, denied

challenged the notior-r of juridical autonorny, security, physical health

and negative freedonr and expoutl- and self-realisatitln to its nreurbers'

c-led the idea ctf freetlour which rt'as Varura discusses this prtltrlem irl the

linked to develttpiug productive light tlf the statrdard theory of

r'alrrrt'ities t,I ln.livicl rtals irr ex1-rlllitatiotr. sirlrplp theorl'<lf
c.i,,1r1,'lty 

l:'11,,,1,,].1:' 
Eqtraritl' 

::lll,,ll:lt',,'l "'l:1 
,'l:,,t:"ll]::i]]::

ilt'cttt'ti itts to Ilt'ecl s. -1-11,,' s('11'ritl it,t;',',lt,t,tt u'I't'Lt of \iarnra's trtitrk

chapter.lcals rvith It4arx's critiquc is his cl isctrssiott of the class Ltaseti

,,i tl'r., juriclical ntotlel of jrtstic'.,'. tlletrry of ir-rstice;rnd the rist't'f Itt'tr'

I,' reerl.ortt I,'i rs t J att u a t'v - tr[ u'clt 200 1



social novenlents launched bY

peasauts, \vort1en, tribals, lower
castes and the opPressed
natiorralities. They show the inade-
quacy of traditional Marxistn tc'r

understand the chauges in class
strLrcture and exploitation uuder
tvelfare state capitalism. While
critically analysing the ideologies of
new social nloverrents, Varnta
underlines tlte importance of the
material basis of society.

The problem of justice in the

good society is the theue of the
fourth chapter which is discussed
in the light of the distributive justice

and beyond justice approach.
Varma deals with the Commu-
nitarian critique of justice and

argues that a theory of justice for
groLrps should take into account the

unequal exploitation of groups by
the Community everr if they have
a l1ol1- class basis. It is important
to emphasise that the problem of
justice caunot be solved by merely
proclaiming the idea of abundance.
Varrna thinks that the Marxists will
have to take a fresh look at the role
narkets are playing in societY.
Marx failed to provide a substitute
to the market that rvould ensure an

econouric base for quality and
liberty. In the contenlPorary world,
the emergence of atr integrated
global econony is establishing the

supremacy of markets all over the
world. This has given birth to
inequality and is going to raise new

problerns. Hence, it is the con-
tention of Varma that we will ha',,e
to go beyond Marxist theory of
justice. We must seek to integrate
nen' ideas, collcerlls and insights
that we have gained from different
social movements and the Commu-
nitarians in order to give effect to
our dream of establishing a good
society.

On the u'hole Vidhu Vamra's
book makes interesting reading, but
while defining multiple theories of
justice, he gets involved in tech-
nicalities. Also due to his propensity
of getting influerrced by NSM, he
ends up with ar-r eclectic Marxian
perspective.*

PHI

'PEN POWER' is truly arr

excellent compendium of letters
nrritten bv social activists, crusad-
ers for social justice, journalists,
politicians, anthclrs and leaders (na-

tioual and international) adroitly
and single-handedly researched,
designed (assisted by his wife, Mrs.
Kashmira Rebello, and sons Ronald
and Robin Rebello).

A fragrant f lrtrclnet of roses
is clefirritelv due to Dr. l-,eo llebello
1'or this ht'rr:ttle.ru tnsk Irrarle g;151r lr1'

his gargarrtrtatr .rttc-l selfless sel't,i,--t'.
|t , I l

thc tinrcl;' lirrarrcial assistanc-c to thc
tune of I,5(X) US Dollars cknatecl by
[)r'. l(azuVosi lkcda, n rctrorvttetl

&
H
F
H
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PEN POWER
Edited bY Leo Rebello

Published by
Dr. Leo Rebello, President, All India (Press) Letter-Writers

Association, 28/552 Samata Nagar, Western Express Highway,
Kandivali East, Mumbai 400 101' Email: ailwa@hotmail.com.

Year of Publication: 2000. No.of Pages 328. Price: Rs.350.

Reviewed bY
Mr. M. S. Kilpady, a frcelance writer.

poet-scientist of Japan, towards its
prirrting. Out of 9,000 letters, epistles

and nrissives received by him after
the r.rramnroth task ol'siftirtg through
them, selecting, editing, writing
foc-rt-notes, proof-readiIrg, 1,000 let-
ters, all gems of the first order, n'ere
finally selected for publication.

The book was released in
Mtrnrbai orr September 24,2000 by
the irrepressible ancl inimitable vet-
eran journalist, M. V. l(arnath whtr
r'(\nrlnt,ltterl tlr.rl "llrt'lrook is a

nrolrtrttental c,rtttrilrtttitttr to jttttltrirl-

.r text borrk irr itll et'llegcs olt jott t-
nalisrrr". Writing in the i-rt't' I)t't's.s

Ioru trol authoritativttlV iirtcl ()11 all

[,'recdortt. I,'irst J attttctt'v-NI arch. 200 I

analytically descriptive uotitrg, he

remarked that "the letters published
in tl-re book can be broadlv divided
into obligatory aud cliscretitlnirrv,
and furtl-rer divided irrto opini<rn
letters, infort'natory, appeals, correc-

tions, rejoinders, responses to

editorials and obituary". He l-ras

paid Dr. Leo lRebello the highest
complirnents and plaudits for
siugle-harrdedly marragiug tlre
conrPletiotr oi the task altrc-l itlr ;r

singttlarlv excellent piece t,f rvork,
tttttt ltittt'tL, rt'llrch sltt,tti.l be t.rketl
lrote ol l.t'tlte I lrtitttr (l{r\/(ll'lllllt'l)t.

l'he letttlrs Are ()11 dirterse
suLrjects n'rittctt lr\: ttirtrttt 2()t) Ietter-

DR. lTO R:BEllO
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writers, branded by the print media
as'disgruntled episton'raniacs', but
who are the real 'conscience-keep-
ers' of the nation. Publication of
letters of historic persons like Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Pandit Nehru,
Lokmanya Tilak, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, Smt. Indira Gandhi and
foreigners like Bertrand Russell,
Andre Hibisch, Cl'rester Bowles and
Christopher Balchin add weight to
this volume.

The illuminating highlights of
the book are the 'Editors' conn"rents
(Pages 322 to 326) made by doyens
of journalism like R.K. Karanjia,
M.V. Kamath, Shoba De, Bachi
Karkaria, Justice P.B. Sawant, Chair-
man of the Press Council of India,
Behram Contractor (Busybee), John
Matlrerv of The Daily, Malavika
Sanghvi, Ranjona Banerji, Malathi
Viswanathan, etc. and these illustri-
ous personalities were interviewed

by Meena Raja, socialist activist and
firebrand letter-writer.

In addition to these letters,
the book contains Historic Letters,
Foreign Letters, Award Winning
Letters, Editor's Choice, Miscella-
neous Letters, etc., which, it is highly
regretted, cannot be accommodated
here due to space constraint. In
conclusion, this book is worth read-
ing, to be understood, and digested.
'Pen Power'is a must.r.

The Pen is Mightier than the Sword

Mr. M. S. Kilpady had earlier senl us fhrs
article. ln view of the relevance of his
afticle in the context of his review of 'Pen
Powe/', we have pleasure in publishing
an extensive extract from his article.

The "Press" is described as the chosen
guardian of freedom, strong, sword-arm
of justice and bright sunbeam of truth.
The U.S. President, Thomas Jefferson
had acclaimed: "Were it left to me to
decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or news
papers without a government, I should
not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter".
The "press" is truly the watch-dog of a
democracy.

Lord Macaulay had written: "The
gallery in which the reporters sit has
become a fourth estate of the realm'. One
of the most important guidelines of the
Press Council of lndia is that Freedom
of the press is not only the right of the
editor, publisher and reporter, but as
much the right of the reader". lt may be
a paradox but truism nevertheless that
this freedom is observed more in the
breach in lndia.

"A pen is mightier than a sword",
and many a time, it has proved to be true.
Letter writing in the print media is not only
a hobby but also a social service. The
former Judge of the Bombay High Court,
Justice Michael F. Saldanha had
suggested that, "letter writers who fail to
get their letters on social causes
published in prestigious papers can seek

,--i.,-u l-.y ",,iir,,e .. il r- llr9l, C-.,l li,-
cited the instance of a letter received by
him from a citizen's group in Pune about
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a tree-cutting scheme of the Pune
Municipal Corporation which was
allegedly a racket to make money on
timber. He ordered that the scheme be
stopped.

Letter-writers are considered the
conscience-keepers ofthe nation, but the
press treats them as "disgruntled
epistomaniacs'. I have since 1989 written
about 3500 letters to the press. Of these,
about 1500 letters have been published.
Some of my suggestions were effective
in as much as they evoked positive
response from the authorities concerned.

For instance, I had written a letter
on the absence of a Bus Depot in
Goregaon (E) and the congestion caused
by the vehicular traffic outside the railway
station. This letter was published in the
MID-DAY of 29th December 1989 and
23rd April 1992. I had also suggested
construction of a Bus Depot on a vacant
plot near lhe tabela (cow-shed) outside
the Railway Station. The PRO of the
Bombay Municipal Corporation replied
that the matter was under consideration.
Later, a traffic policeman was posted to
control the traffic congestion and a Bus
Depot was constructed at the same place
in 1999.

A board had been put up on the
outside wall of a vacant plot on the
Sonawala Cross Road, opposite the SBI
Staff Quarters, Goregaon (E), notifying
that it belonged to the Bombay
Municipality My suggestion that a fruit
and veqetable market be constructed
there, was publrshed n I he rree Press
Jountal in 1996. As a resuli, there is a

notice posted now that a Murricipal
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Market is under construction.

My letter "TADA for rapists" was
published in the MID-DAY of 28th June
1993 when A. S. Samra was Bombay's
Police Commissioner. lt might have been
a coincidence, but two rapists were
arrested under TADA the very next week
in Chembur on the charge of raping a

housewife.

My letter 'Bad delivery" was
published in the MID-DAY of 29th
September 1994, the lndian Express of
14th August 1995 and The Daily of 25th
August 1995 on the issue of postal
inefficiency. A Postal Inspector visited my
place, narrated all the difficulties faced
by the department and assured me that
they would do their best to improve
service levels.

My letter on power failure in
Goregaon (E) was published in The Daily
of 16th July 1998, in lhe Afternoon
Despatch & Courier of 23rd July 1998,
The Free Press Journal of 2'1st July 1998

and 27lh July 1998 and Bombay Times
of 28th July 1998, on the serious issue
of frequent power failures is as many as
',l7 times between 25th April 1998 tillJuly
1998. The Regional Manager and Senior
Engineer, BSES, Goregaon (East), called
on me and gave me a detailed
explanation. Power failure has come
down substantially

MY request to others esPeciallY
to the senior citizens is that they should

l:: ::. -'"""t1"1- 
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suggestions on social issr'tes. as a part

of voluntarv humanitarian service.,
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