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Many Voices

BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

A Jayaprakash Centenary Committee, headed by Shri Narayan Desai, and
sponsored by the Sarva Seva Sangh, the Sarvodaya Mandals throughout lndia,

the Citizens for Democracy, the People's Union for Civil Libe(ies and the Prabhavati

lnstitute, has decided to organise programmes to suitably observe the Birth

Centenary Year of Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan.

Freedom First compliments these organisations for their initiative, and in response

to their call, is honoured to dedicate this issue to the memory of this great son

of lndia. The title 'Loknayak' conferred on him by a grateful people, is far more

precious than the Bharat Ratna awarded to him posthumously by an establishment

which shamelessly betrayed him. lt is appropriate therefore that this is a people's

initiative and not a state sponsored one. The Loknayak was indeed the keeper
of lndia's conscience.

The cover facing this page is meant to draw the attention, yet again, of our readers

to Communist Chinese terror in Tlbet. lronically they are partners in President
Bush's lnternational Coalition against Terror!

Our Next Cover Feature

Mera Bharat Mahan was a slogan popularised by Rajiv Gandhi' You will see it
on the rear of almost every tempo and truck. What precisely does this slogan

mean to the tempo and truck drivers who have had this slogan painted on their
vehicles. Have they had this slogan painted because the RTO made it mandatory?
Or because everyone else has done so or does it mirror their feelings?

We invite readers to tell us what in their opinion makes or would make Bharat
Mahan.

MERA BHARAT IS MAHAN BECAUSE...
OR

MERA BHARAT WILL BE MAHAN WHEN...

Last date for contributions: March 30,2002

You can send your contributions by email (preferred) at freedom@vsnl.com or

on a floppy disk (Word 95), or by fax 022 284 3416 or by ordinary post.
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"The deep moans round with
'Tis not too late to seek

many voices. Come, my friends
a newer world" - Tennyson

Whatever they may be, the Taliban are not
Chicago gangsters. They are fanatics, they are religious
bigots, they kill easily and sacrifice themselves in the

Process.
Mr. C. R. lrani,The Statesman, October'/-6,2001

Hindusim assimilates, coopts, unites. Hindutva
rejects, alienates, divides. Therein lies the difference.

Ms. Anita Pratap, Outlook, November 26,2001

Indian industry is, by and large, a long way away
from being world-class

Editorial n The Times of lndia, December 10, 2001

If there is one ministry, and for one cabinet
minister for whom the December 13 attack came as a
blessing in disguise, the ministry is defence, and the
minister is George Fernandes.

Prem Shankar lha, Outlook, December 31, 2001

If forcible obstruction of railway tracks and roads
in the name of 'bandh' is democratic, use of force to
remove such blockades is also a similar right.

West Bengal's communistled ruling Left Front Chairman,
Biman Bose, The Statesman, fanuary 6

The CPI-M is a crocodile and not a leech. A leech
only sucks blood, but a crocodile eats up its victims
alive.

West Bengal's communistled goverrnment's State
Minister for Agriculture and Forward Bloc Leader

Kamal Guha, The Statesman, December 25,200'l

Mr. Dhirubai Ambani said wealth would no
longer be judged by the money and property a person
has. "ln future, it will be judged by the knowledge a

person has."
'l-lre 'l'imes of !'ulin , f)ect'mtrt'r 29, 2001

Does a $25 million reward of the US government
for getting Osama bin Laden, dead or alive, denote
Osama's price or his value?

Rajeev Ahuja, Business Standard, December 20, 2001

What kills a city are not earthquakes and
bombings - but the dismantling of the network of
human trust and exchange that constitutes its lifeblood.

Architect Charles Correa, Outlook, February 4

Give me charge of the Metro (Bombay) for a year
and watch how I will make it a dream city, better than
the best megalopolis in the world.

Stock Market Scamster "Big Bull" Harshad Mehta, who
died of a heart attack recently, The Week, January 13

Our society has become so fractured and
intolerant, you can't say anything unflattering about
anybody.

Historian Bipin Chandra, lndiaToday, December 10, 2001

History is never 1007o true. So protect our
children from such misinformation.

RSS thinker Dinanath Balra, lndia Today,
December 10,2001

You are not protecting a potential rival when
you invest in India.

Union disinvestment minister Arun Shourie telling
Japanese businessmen that India is a better bet than China,

India Today, December 24, 2001

The terrorism we now face requires that the
criminal justice system be made to function more
efficiently. POTO is no solution. Nor is war, limited
or not.

Tavleen Singh, lndia Toda.y, Decentber 11, 2001
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Enriching the English Language - Learning some

Lessons

Remember'Bollywood'making it to the Oxford
English Dictionary? It is now the turn of dosha, kapln,
aata and pitta to make it to the OEP. These are ternts
used in Ayurveda. According to a report in The Tintcs

of lndia (January 79,2001):

"Two years ago Ayurveda products became part
of the average British shopping basket with popular
cosmetics conpany Body Shop launching its Ayurveda
range. The OED says Ayurveda deserved to be
included because it is'very popular and so much in
general use."'

Is there any wonder that English is considered
a universal language and no longer a language of the
Anglo-Saxons alone?

There are lessons to be learnt here. One, that
by teaching English in schools at the primary level
as an additional language to the mother tongue, we
are not perpetuating a colonial mindset as the
nrisguided champions of Hindutaa would have us
believe. Quite the contrary, we are equipping our
children with an asset - fluency in a universal language
and not a 'foreign' language which will stand them
in good stead whey they grow up and take up a career;
and two, there is no reason why Hindi cannot enrich
itself by absorbing English words. For instance why
Vimanthal or Hawai Addn why not the universally
understood 'airport'? Some rvords already have.
Ilailway station is one and there are many more in
common usage. Among other benefits, the south would
be less resistant to this North lndia import. Language
is after all a nledium of communication. No ideology
is involved; no issues of 'patriotism' or 'nationalism'.

India's National Flag - Free At Last!

lrrclia's National Flag irrrprisorrcrl [ry the
t'stalrlishnrent tlrest' 5() P1115 \,ears is free at lasl tr<rt

lrecattse the governnrerrt irr [r()\\'er cieciderl to 11o str

but because a citizerr irr free lndia sought tlre help of
the Suprenre Court iu establishing his right as an Indian

-ihc'Llrno has c.o-hc,.'t^h& .,

trilrur 9a1dt
'to !aJX.."f many thinfs:
of s\eS-ana Shiis- - ,

alra v'tJit$vax- (
of cabbaaos ^'

aTLa }:in6s-" ' .

citizen to display his country's flag all 365 days a year
and not only on Republic and Independence Days. All
honour to him.

The Flag was the symbol of India's freedom
struggle. It was the same tricolour with only one
change, the Asoka Chakra replacing the Charkha. The
tricolour with the Charkha continued as the flag of the
Indian National Congress. And this was one of the
reasons that led to the identification of the party with
the state in the mind of the not so literate voter. Now
of conrse you have the tricolour with all kinds of
svrnbols - the hand, an alarm clock etc.

In the United States when a citizen was being
prosecuted for desecrating the US Flag, the case went
up to the Supreme Court where in a majority decision
the Court decided that the citizen had done no wrong.
Delivering the majority opinion, Justice William
Brennarr observed: "We do not consecrate the flag by
punishing its desecration, for in doing so we dilute
the freedom tl-rat this cherished emblem represents."

India's National Flag no less represents the spirit
of freedom for which many Indian's fought and died.
It was free in colonial India but imprisoned in free
Irrdial IR.epublic Da1'2002willbe remembered as the
day the Tricolour was freed.

l-ct's hrrpe thirt the revised flag code that tl-re

rl(\\'r!rlrnr(rnt is draftitrg is lilreral atrd trot fot,lislrlv
restrictive.
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Cable Operators decide what we shall and shall
not see

Once again Cable oPerators in Mumbai decided

what viewers in the city can see and what they cannot.

This happened not because of political interference
(though there are instances where the party with the

necessary muscle power can make this happen) but
when cable operators and TV Channels get into a battle

generally over prices charged.

Incidentally during the civic polling in Mumbai
on February 10, TV screens went on the blink. The only
message on the screen was: "The telecast has been

temporarily suspended so that you can go and cast

your vote. It will return soon." Rumour has it that one

of the parties whose candidates' victory depended on

a large turnout got the local cable oPerators to switch
off!

In the not so distant future technology will make
cable operators redundant. Till then we shall have to
reconcile ourselves to the fact that while in the days

of TV monopoly the state decided what we shall and

shall not see, today it is the Cable oPerators who so

decide. Individual Dish antennas are prol-ribitively
expensive hence our dependerlce on cable operators.
We shall have to await television sets with inbuilt
dishes hopefully in the not so distant future to free
us from the monopoly of cable operators!

Judicial Delays

That we are a democracy cannot be denied. That
we are a flawed democracy also cannot be denied.
We have all the trappings of a democracy. Perhaps
more than trappings. We have a free press. Considering
our size, our elections are, by and large, free despite
bogus voting, or booth capturing in some parts of the

country, particularly in the North. But the vitals of our
democratic system are being gnawed away by
corruption, by the blatant criminalisation of politics
and by judicial delays. Here is data that should disturb
anyone who reads this. "A survey last year found that
there are 38 million cases pending in various Indian
courts. Many cases have been pending for 20 years.

The oldest case being tried in the Mumbai High Court
was filed in 1968....Lawyers say many witnesses,
frustrated with tl're long-drawn-out delays simply turn
to other places or turn hostile. As a result the general
corrviction rate is arottnd 6'i/o..." Devastatirrg to say

the least.

The AHAR Agitation

On entering a middle-class restaurant for a

snacks and coffee the other day, I was greeted by a

poster that warned me: "Your Favourite Restaurant
will soon shut down thanks to government's brutal
tax policy."

Your
Favourltc Restaurant
vlll soon shuC down

'HANKs 
TO GOV:RNMENT'S BRUIAL Tg POLId

Batata Vada, Cold Drinks, and lce Cream
been lored

a

Ewentuolly ir wlll be you who
beor these Heowy Toxes

@tl Join us in our protest,
\ #?i::r-., lo serve lrou beller

One government after another, without
exception has been slapping taxes without a thought
as to how such establishments can survive. What is

worse, most of these taxes go to Pay the salaries of a

large army or drones. According to Dr. C. S.

Deshpande, Executive Director of the Maharashtra
Economic Development Council, out of every ruPee

collected by the government of the State of
Maharashtra, T3 paise is spent on salaries. The state

governments not only in Maharashtra but in other
states too are borrowing recklessly and taxing
mercilessly even as they drive themselves and the

country into bankruptcY

"Is it Fair?" ask AHAR (Association - Hotel and

Restaurant) which is spearheading this agitation. Of

course not! Because you are being mulcted for
government's profligacY.

"Eventually it n'ill be you n'ho will bear these

Heavy Taxes" warlls AI IAR. We ktrolt' tliat and

therefore, by publicisillg y()ur cause, which is our cause

as well, because we ils c()llsul-l1ers are the r-rltirrlate

victinrs, we at Freedont Fitst support your agitation'
SVR

, Food Hawkers sell
( 1OO% hazardous lood )
\ and get away without piying -/--> anytaxes

6'***n)rery''-e{tj.----r'r, ,, Foir?

Freedorn First Januarv-March 2002



Iayaprakash Narayan - Keeper of India's Conscience

He realized that Gandhiji's success in the freedom
struggle had showed that it was possible\ to bring about

change without sacrificing one's values.

Jayaprakash Narayan
was born on October
71, 7902, in Sitabdiara,
a village on the border
of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. His father
Harsudayal was a
junior official in the
Canal Department of
the State government
and was often touring

tlre regiorr. Jayaprakasl'r, called BauI affectionately, was
left with his grandmother to study in Sitabdiara. Since
there was no high school in the village, Jayaprakash
was sent to Patna to study in the Collegiate School.

While in school, Jayaprakash read magazines like
Saraswati, Prabha and Pratap, books like Bharat-
Bharati, and poems by Maithilsharan Gupta and
Bharatendu Harishchandra which described the
courage and valour of the Rajput kings. Jayaprakash
also read the Bhagwad Gita.He excelled in school. His
essay, "The present state of Hindi in Bihar" won a best
essay award. He joined the Patna College on a

government scholarship.

Jayaprakash was married to Prabhavati,
daughter of lawyer and nationalist Brij Kishore Prasad
in October 1920. Prabhavati was very independent-
minded arrd on Gandhiji's invitatiorr, r,r'ent to stay at
his ashram while Jayaprakasl'r continued his studies.

Jayaprakash, along with some friends, went to
listen to Maularra Abul Kalant Azad speak about the
Non-cooperation movement launched by Gandhiji
against the passing of the Rowlatt Act of 1919. The
Maulana was a brilliant orator and his call to g,ive up
English education was "like leaves before a storm:
Jayaprakash was swept away and rnornentarily lifted
up to the skies. Tlrat brief experience of soarirrg up
with the winds of a great idea left imprints otr his irrner
l.eilrg." Jat'al.trakash torrl: tht \4atrlarr.r's rvr.r'cls trr hLr.rlt
and left Patna College with just 20 days retnaining for
his examinations. He joirred the Bihar Vidyapeeth, a

college run b1' the Corrgress.

Higher Studies in the USA

After exhausting the courses at the Vidyapeeth,
fayaprakash decided to go to America to pursue his
studies. At age 20, Jayaprakash sailed aboard the cargo
ship Janus while Prabhavati remained at Sabarmati.
fayaprakash reached California on October 8,'1922 and
gained admission to Berkeley in January 1923.To pay
for his education, Jayaprakash picked grapes, set them
out to dry, packed fruits at a canning factory, washed
dishes, worked as a mechanic at a garage and at a

slaughter house, sold lotions and accepted teaching
jobs. All these jobs gave Jayaprakash an insight
regarding the difficulties the working class faced.

fayaprakash was forced to transfer to Iowa State
when fees at Berkeley were doubled. He was forced
to transfer to many universities thereafter. He pursued
his favourite subject, Sociology and received much help
from Professor Edward Ross, the father of Sociology.

In Wisconsin, Jayaprakash was introduced to
Karl Marx's "Das Capital". News of the success of the
I{ussian revolution of 7977 made Jayaprakash conclude
that Marxisnl was the way to alleviate tl're suffering
masses. He delved into books by Indian intellectual
and Communist theoretician M.N. Roy. His paper on
Sociology, "Social Variation", was declared as the best
of the year.

Return to India

Jayaprakash had to cut his doctorate short when
news came that his rnother was seriously ill.
Jayaprakash returned to India in November 1929, "a
mature young man with an enquiring mind, original
in his thinking, and with the fierce, idealistic desire
to devote himself to serve society." For Jayaprakash
it was not enouglr that the nation attain political
freedom. To hinr, the definition of freedom was
freedonr fronr htrnger, poverty and igtrtrrance.

Congress Socialist

While Jayaprakash becatne a believer of tl're

Communist school of th<lught, Prabhavati becarne an

ardent Gandhian. He resPected l)rabl'ravati's choice alrd

F-reedorn First Januat'y-March 2002



f ayaprakaSh Narayan - Keeper of India's Conscience

did not force her to change her views. In 1929, both
jayaprakash and Prabhavati left for the Congress

session at Lahore under Jar'r'aharlal Nehru's
presidentship. There Nehru invited iayaprakash to ioin
lhe Congress, an offer that Jayaprakash gladly accepted'

I-{e began work in the Labour Research Cell of the

Congress at Allahabad.

Following the 1930 'Darldi March', most of the

top Congress leaders were arrested. Jayaprakash
immediately set uP an underground office at tsombay

to continue Congress work. He travelled all over the

nation, printing, distributing and organizing secret

meetings. After an underground meeting of the

Congress Working Committee in Banaras, Jayaprakash
went to Madras where he was arrested. The next day

the newspaper headlines screamed, "Congress Brain

Arrested!"

In British Jails

In the Nasik jail, Jayaprakash had the

opportunity to meet thinkers like Ram Manohar Lohia,

Asoka Mehta, Minoo Masani, P. Dantwala and Achyut
Patwardhan. All of them were impatient for freedom

and agreed to steer the Congress towards the goal of

Socialism. Jayaprakash was released from jail in 1933'

ln 1934, Jayaprakash and his frierrds formed the

Congress Socialist Party under the Presidentship of

Acharya Narendra Deva and Secretaryship of

Jayaprakash himself. The group intended to function
as the Socialist wing within the Congress party and

aimed to make socialism the goal of the Congress. In

a book "\Mhy Socialism?" (1932), Jayaprakash explained

why socialism would be right for India. He rvas adored

by the youth for his idealism.

Jayaprakash was arrested for speaking against

Indian participation in the Second World War in
February 1940 and sent to Deoli detention camp in
Rajasthan. Jayaprakash was appalled at the conditions

in Deoli. He organized a l"runger strike to protest the

conditions in 1941 . The Govertlrnent immediately
released lrim. He was again arrested in 1942 for
participating in the Quit India t.uovetnent. Itr Novetnber

1942, Diwali night, Jayaprakash altxg n'ith five others

esc.rpcd tlrt'1-1i5,,-'11 l.t'scalirrq.r !7 i""t lrit;!r r"'rrll "'lril"
the guards reurained distracted by the festivities' A

l(s.10,000 rervard was of fered for Jayaprakash's

capture, dead or alive. Jayaprakash escaped to Nepal
and orgarrized a guerilla army called the "Azad Dasta".

Jayaprakash and Ram Manohar Lohia were captured
briefly but were rescued by the Azad Dasta members,
who set fire to a hut to distract the guards. Both
freedom fighters escaped to Bihar. Finally the British
closed in on Jayaprakash in Amritsar when he was on
his way to Rawalpindi to meet Khan Abdul Gaffar
Khan. Jayaprakash was taketr to Lal'tore Fort, notorious
as a "Torture cl'ramber" on September 18, 7943. 76

months of rneutal and physical torture followed.
Jayaprakash was put in solitary confinement for the

first month. Then came interrogations, physical torture
and humiliation. Jayaprakash was released from jail
on April 72, 7946.

Jayaprakash returned to a nation he could barely

recognize. Talk of partition and riots between Hindu
and Muslims dominated the atmosphere. Jayaprakash
rushed to Bihar to assist in curbing the riots. He

pleaded with the Congress Working Committee not

to accept the partition Plan.

From Marx to Gandhi

Independence finally came on August 75, 1947 '

Within a year Gandhiji lvas assassinated. Prabhavati
hid her sorrow behind the spinning wheel, but

Jayaprakash's mind "churned (with) grief and horror'"
He began to see the wisdom in Gandhiji's insistence

on truth and uou-violence'

The Socialists led by JP lost to the Congress in

the 1952 elections. Nehru invited Jayaprakash to ioin
the Cabinet. When Nehru could give no assurances

on the irnplementation of Jayaprakash's 14 point plan

to reform the Constittttion, the Administration and

Judicial system, nationalize the banks, redistribute land

to the landless, revive Swadeshi, aud setup
cooperatives, Jayaprakash refused the offer.

Jayaprakash turned his attention to the trade

unions he was President of' He, along with the unions

was able to get a minimum wage, pensi<ln, medical

relief and hottsit'rg subsidv ilrtroduced. At the same

time, Jayaprakash n'as keenly watchirrg events in

l{ussia. Tlie bloody pLlrges and iluprisotrntent
',rlrvilr,,'rl litr';t1.rilk;rslr flt,lt r'ltl.ttlrltttisttl r'r'as tttlt ftrr

Indiir. I-Je realized that Gancihiji's success in tl're

freedonr struggle hacl showed thtrt it was p-rossible to

January-Marclt 2002F'reeclont Irirst



layaptakash Narayan - Keeper of India's Conscience

bring about change without sacrificing ttne's valttes.

Sarvodaya Leader

On April 19, 1954, at a meeting in Gaya,

Jayaprakash made the dramatic announcement of
dedicatirrg his life (jeewan daan) to Vinoba Bhave's
Sarvodaya morrement. He renounced all self-interest,
gave up his land in Sitabdiara, and withdrew from all
personal activity to devote the rest of his life to the
movement. Prabhavati was delighted at this
declaration. Jayaprakash set up an ashram at
Hazaribagh, a poor and backward village. He gave
Gandhian concepts a new dimension by using modern
technology to uplift the village.

Jayaprakash believed that every village should
be like a small republic - politically independent and
capable of taking its own decisiorrs. It was a marriage
of Gandhian-lndian concepts and modern Western
democracy. His thoughful, well-researched and brilliant
book, "The Reconstruction of Indian Polity," won him
the Ramon Magsaysay Award.

Taming the Naxals

In June 1971, Sarvodaya workers in Muzaffarpur,
Bihar, received a letter threatening to kill them. The
area was continuouslv threatened by Naxalites, rarhiclr
u'as made up of young merr. Jayaprakash rvalked intcl
the heart of Naxal territory armed only with love and
sympathy. He knew that the cause of the violence was
that the youth were frustrated because of poverty and
unemployrnent. He lived in Musahari block for many
months and experimented to alleviate the problems
of the Naxals. Jayaprakash was also a key person in
acquiring the surrender of dacoits in the Chambal
Valley.

On April 75, 7973, Prabhavati died of cancer,
leaving Jayaprakash alone.

Call for Total Revolution

1974 ushered in a year of high inflation,
uuemployment and lack of supplies and essential
cc,ttrurodities. JaVaprakash lvas askecl trt leacl a preaceitrl
agitation Lrl' the Navaninlan Arrrlol.trr trl (-itrjarat. Orr
Alr.if 8, 1971. at tlre agt' ot 72, lrt' li',-l ;t silr.'rt |r(,Lfs\i()lr
.tt l'atna. l'he procession n'irs lathr chargecl . L)u _ftrne
5,1974, Javaprakash addressed a r.rranrrnotll cron'd at
Galrdhi Maidan in I'atna. I'le cleclared, "This is a

revolutiou, friends! We are not here rnerely to see the
Vidhan Sabha dissolved. That is only one milestone
on oLlr jourrrey. But we have a long way to go... After
27 years of freedom, people of this country are wracked
by hunger, rising prices, corruption... oppressed by
every kirrd of injustice... it is a Total Revolution we
want, nothing lessl"

In Indira's Jail

On June 12,1975, the Allahabad High Court held
the Prin're Minister, Mrs. Irrdira Gandhi, guilty on
charges of corrupt practice irr her election. Jayaprakash
advised her to resign until her name was cleared by
the Supreme Court. Instead, she clamped Emergency
orr June 26. Jayaprakash was arrested and sent to
Chandigarh rvhere he was kept prisoner in a hospital.
"My tvorld lies in shambles around me," he cried. As
his health lvorsened, lre was rnoved to a hospital in
Bombay.

Finally in January 7977, the Emeigency was
lifted. Fresh elections were declared. Under
Jayaprakash's guidance several parties united to form
the Janata Party. The party incorporated all of
Jayaprakash's goals in its manifesto.

Jayaprakash was rveak and helpless by that time.
He felt his work was done, but he had to sorrowfully
rvitrress the collapse of the Janata Party governntent.
Jayaprakash died on October 8, 7979. People hailed
lrinr as "Loknayak" or leader of the people.

Courtesy: wlvw.indiaisthebest.com

Courtesy: R. K. Laxnlarr and fhe Times of lndia.
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fayaPrakash Narayan - Keeper of tndia's conscience

IP-APersonalTribute
Arvind Deshpande

Here was a man who wielded no power or authority, had no wealth, but innate goodness,
compassion, patriotism. Yet all those with power, wealth, bowed before him.

Some time in the early 60's,
Prof. A. B. Shah, Managing Editor
of Quest, invited me to the biennial
meeting of the Indian Committee
for Cultural Freedom. I was
delighted when I learnt that JP,
Minoo Masani and Ashok Mehta
would address the meeting. To my
generation who were 9 to 10 years
old in 1,947, great leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Nehru,
Sardar Patel, Rajaji and Rajen Babu,
were too senior and remote. But
even for us school going boys,
leaders like JP, Masani, Lohia,
Mehta, Aruna Asaf Ali, Achyut
Patwardhan, S. M.Joshi, ef al, of the

Quit India Movement were the real
heroes. So to get a chance to meet

JP, Masani and Mehta was an
exciting and rewarding boon. I was
deeply moved by the way JP talked
to me, showing concern, interest in
my career and future after that
meeting.

A few years later in 1968,

when I started working for the
Leslie Sawhny Programme, JP
asked his old comrade and friend,
Minoo Masani, to organize a

seminar under the auspices of the
LSP to work out a Declaration on
the Social Responsibilities of
Business. That brought me in close
touch with JP and the association
continued till his passing away in
1C78.

Gandhiii's True Heir

JP struck me as the true heir

I

of Gandhiji. I had always felt that
JP, Achyut Patwardhan, Lohia,
Masani and other Congress Socialist
leaders who had as their role
model, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
and who after disappointment with
him went their own ways, should
have stuck together to provide a

radical liberal alternative to Nehru's
Congress. They were the natural
successor-leaders. Had they done
that, Indian politics and history
would have been gloriously
different.

Serving through Failure

There is now a vulgar fashion
among many to call JP a 'failure'.
These people neither understood
him nor the meaning of success or
failure. The great Gopal Krishna
Gokhale was once asked what if
India didn't become free in his
lifetime? He said 'we are destined
to serve India and the large cause

through failure'. And, were Gandhi,
Nehru, Subhash successful and in
what way? The fact that JP,
considered as natural successor to
Nehru as Prime Minister, chose to
withdraw from politics, to engage
in the more enduring struggle
against poverty, social evils and
violence, itself shows that there's
nothing like 'failure' in such a life
of struggle.

I lt'ould like to recall one
incident to shitw that JP was a

totally different kirrd of leader aud
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man. In 1,969,I had to see him in
New Delhi at his friend, J. J. Singh's
place, to get his signature on an
appeal he and Nani Palkhivala were
to make to industrialists, urging
them to accept social audit. While
I was sitting with him, the
charismatic Kashmiri leader, Sheikh
Abdullah, suddently entered the
room and said something very
harsh to JP. It seemed JP had asked
Sheikh Abdullah to go and see
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and
get confirmation on assurances she

had given JP on Kashmir. But when
the Sheikh went to the Prime
Minister, she said that JP had got
it all wrong. So the Sheikh walked
out and came straight to JP, spoke
harshly and stormed out. Both Mr.
J. J. Singh and I were stunned by
the Sheikh Saheb's behaviour, but
not surprised by Mrs. Gandhi's
denial. But what was JP's reaction?
He stopped signing papers and sat

like a statue with tears rolling
down. When we asked him what
had happened, he just shook his
head and said in sorrow, "How
could Indira do this to me? (i.e. lie
to him). She is like my elder
brother's (Nehru's) daughter. How
could she do this to me?" No anger,
no harsh words for the Prime
Minister- only deep sorrow.

And yet, after attending JP's
[urreral, Mrs. Candht coulcl rvrite tti
Mrs. B. K. Nehru, "Poor JPI What
a sad and coufused life he led. I

thirrk lte becatrte a victinr of
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Gandhian hypocrisy. He r.t'as forced
to live the life of a celebate. Because

of this and the envy he had for my
father, his life and conduct took a

strange turn. To say that he did not
want to exercise power or the Prime
Minister's post is foolish". What
corrdescending drivell Naturally,
those who consider JP a 'failure',
must consider Mrs. Gandhi a

resounding success. Any way, what
struck me was JP's innate nobility,
capacity to endure without
subrnission or bitterness.

I was privileged to be with
him throughout the enlergellcy
period. He came to my Trusteeship
Foundation office a couple of times
and atterrded (but did not speak) a

senrirrar in May 7976. He was the
only leader who could tell us in
February 1977 that the Congress
Party would be wiped out in North
India and that even Mrs. Gandhi
would lose. Like Gandhiji, he was
a 'moral force'. That he could not
eliminate corruption in public life

is not his failure but his
countrymen's.

Here was a man who
wielded no power or authority, had
t-ro wealth, but innate goodness,
compassion, patriotism. yet all
tl'rose with power, wealth, bowed
before him.

MR. ARVIND DESHPANDE is Honorary
Secretary of the Leslie Sawhny Programme.

IP - The Architect of India's Second Liberation

On August 75, 7966 I was
covering for Indian Nervs Service,
the Prime Minister's Independence
Day Address from the rarnparts of
New Delhi's Red Fort.

At the end of her speech, she
made the custoruarl' appeal to the
audience to join with her irr a three-
tin-re 'Jai Hind' chorus. When tl-re

roars were reverberating in the air,
we all felt a mild tremor on the
ramparts.

As we n'ere packing <>r.rr

equipment, sonteotle canre ancl
iuformed us that it u,as a lolr'-scale
eartlr<1r"rake ;rrrrl,r hrrrrsc rrr',rr. tlrr,
Jama Maslid in Dharmpur area had
collapsed. The next day, August 16,
I journeyed to Haridwar to cover
thrr rail accident on the Susn'a
bridge site on the Iiaricilvar-
Dehradr-rn lirre.

.\s ilt,. rl tr,c 1.,s..., 1 , .-r..tt,.

of alarr.ninl3 rep()rts stirrtt'tl
appearing in nert'spi.rpers arrd trrr
radio. Ilice rirrts irr I(crala ... l\4izo

tribe in revolt in the North-East-
Frontier ... the demand for separate
state for the Punjabi-speaking
population ... and above all, about
an unprecedented erratic weather

On April 30, 1977 , Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan was conferred the title "Rashtra
Bhushan" with a cash award of Rs. One Lakh at Jaslok Hospital by M. C. Chagla. Mr.

Chagla sard tirat he felt honoured to present the award to the greatest lndian of our
lrme. The Fuel lnstrument Engineers (FlE) Foundation, lchalkaranji, founded by Panditrao
Kulkarni had instituted the award. The photograph shows from L to R: (second person
Mr Panditrao Kulkarni, Mr M C. Chagla shaking hands with JP at Jaslok Hospital.

Prem Vaidya

and its adverse effect on crops in
the fertile Gangetic plains of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.

F r,:e,.!otrt I:irsl ,l:Lttutt'.,-lf trclt. 2002



Drought in Bihar & U.P.

The dry spell had already
proved to be one of the worst - both
ilr its severity and magnitude.
People in the area hardly
remembered anything of this kind
ever before. The drought in UP and
Bihar soon emerged as a major
national problem.

On November 5, 1966, I was
assigned to cover a two-day flying
visit of the Prime Minister Mrs.
Gandhi, to the drought-hit areas in
Bihar and UP. About a million
people, mostly mah-rourished,
unemployed farmers and landless
labourers had lined along the 80-
mile long route of the Prime
Minister's cavalcade as she n'totored
through the districts of Monghyr,
tsodh-Gaya and Patna in Bihar. It
was not the usual cheering crowds
with smiling faces shouting
zindabad, but masses of worrying
and starving breathing skeletons
asking 'where do ute get our next
meal?'

The government of Bihar had
requested for 4,00,000 tonnes of
foodgrains per month. "We may not
be able to accede to the request and
even if we want to, we do not have
enough stock in our hand," was the
reply of the prime minister to
newsmen.

A little while later, I was
assigned to cover the drought-hit
areas. Our entire unit of five
members drove by road from Delhi
on Novenrber 30,7966 towards UP
and Bihar. After two days on the
n'ad, passing through lvftrraclabad
arrd l,ucknow, we reached
i\I;rttrkPsrr in lJainda cirsilici. [Jatrcia

u,as famed as the rice granary of
UP. But norv it was irr the grip of
the cetrtury's worst fooc'l shortage.

10

Help from the Missionaries

At Churai Kesarva village,
instead of 5;overnment agencies and
political leaders workin6; in the
field, we found people from the
Ramakrishna Mission and the
Catholic Relief Society (CARE) of
U.S.A. distributing foodgrains,
clotl-res and medicines to the
distressed people. Suffering kuows
no frontiers. We jumped out of our
van and started capturing on oLtr

canera these mercy-missionaries of
Krishna and Christ.

We were eager to know from
Swami Kshetrananda of the
Ramakrishna Mission, how he came
to know about these remote places
and the suffering of the people?
"First we had sent our volunteers
to find out where the worst-affected
were that needed help. And that's
how we are here".

We came to know that the
Swamiji had more precise infor-
mation about the drought in the
region than any goverument official
or politician. Based on his
information, we moved to Kamal-
pur in Allahabad district where
more than 700 people were working
at one spot to build a bunting wall
to block rain-water as and when it
rained. Young boys and girls, old
men and women, all were busy on
relief work. Some women were
working with soil-laden baskets on

their head and infants tied to their
shoulders, sucking their dry breastl
We were recording this pathetic
visual. Sukl'rlal, a villager was facing
our cafiIera:

"l-lclrv long 1,or-t have beett
rvorking here?" Kapil (a nrelrrber of
otrr unit) asked.

"Three rveeks".

"Horv lluch do yolr earn?"
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"Thirteen annas a day", (About
80 paise).

"Do vou get grains?"

"Once in tn'o weeks".

We now moved towards
Mirzapur and Varanasi covering on
the way, relief works. The problen-r
undoubtedly was colossal and
could not be solved all at once. The
pity was, 'no rain' had become a

handy excuse for the politicians-in-
power and perpetuated the sluggish
mentality of government officers.

Callous Politicians

Passing through Varanasi,
we entered the Bihar border and
saw a big official hoarding written
in Hindi: "Ghoose Lena Dena Paap

Hai". (It's a sin to take or 6;ive
bribes). This gave us an idea of the
state of affairs in Bihar. We reached
Patna. According to local
newspapers, this was the worst
drought in Bihar in the last two
centuries! But in Patna we found
complete indif f erence. The
forthcoming General Election
seemed to have greater prioritY
than the drought. We decided to
leave Patna the next day for Bodh
Gaya. Passing through the famous
Grand Trunk I{oad, n,e cottld see

arr unending stretch of parched
land. From the interior, reports
were steadily coming in of large
scale migration of landless
labourers and marginal farmers to
the neighbouring states of West
Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. To tts
the situatiorr looked very grave.

As n'e \\rere aLrproaching
Iloclh Cava irr the evetring, iust
5eVL'll llllles ll(rlll (rLtt ciestitt.tlitrtr,

we saw a grinr-faced cron'd by tlie
roadside at a r.'iliage called Acharna.

We were tolc'l that the drought-
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stricken people had gatl'rered for
quite son-re time at a fair price shop
in the hope of collecting foodgrains.

Fronr the distance we could
see a big crowd in front of the fair-
price shop. An old frightened
wonlan, almost at the fag end of her
life was sitting in a corner holding
a dirty bag of grains. We got busy
filming the entire sequence of
distribution and the sale of food-
grains to the rvaiting crowd. After
the filming was over, I saw the old
lady had not moved from her place.
I went near her and spoke to her.
She hardly had any strength to
speak. Her name was Satia ... she
had rvalked all the way from distant
Gopalpur village ... she had no
food for the last three days ... she
had just received four kg. grains ...
she was a 'red-card' l'rolder -
identification for the destitute tl'rat
are entitled to free foodgrains from
government fair price shops during
droughts. Those wl'ro could afford
to purchase their grains at the
controlled price, lvere given 'rvhite
cards'.

I requested her to open her
bag. She meekly obeyed. The grain
gi','en to her was dirty, full of dry
grass arrd pebbles. I was disturbed.
I asked the Mukliya whether he had
given this dirty stuff to her?

"Yes"

"Will you eat such dirty wheat?"

"I am helpless, what I receive,
I distribute".

"This olcl lady is a 'recl carcl'
holcier and slre is e'ntitled to free
ratiorrs fronr the gttvernmerrt arrr,l
not tlris tlirtr,'stlrfi rr.lrirlt vcir,rrrC
I crrtr't ea t". I cr'tu ld nttt ctrntr.ol
lnlrself. "You better clean this strrff
arrd give lvhat is due to her". I lrras

almost sl'routing at hirn.

"I belong to the upper caste",
slrowing his lnneu (sacred thread),
he said. "Sieving of foodgrains is

not my job", he retorted.

"You will have to do it", I
insisted.

The waiting crowd and my
unit members supported me.
Assessing the situation , the Mukhiya
was forced to sieve the grains most
urrwillingly. After the dirt was
removed, the wheat was again
weighed. It was 700 grams less. I
asked tl're Mukhiya to replace it with
clean wheat and give it to her.
Reluctantly he obeyed. We took in
writing from him about the 700
grams of dirty stuff given to the
'red card'holder and got it
courrtersigned by the Gram seuak, a

village volunteer. I took tl're note
along with the dirty stuff with me

- hardly knowing what to do with
it!

The site of this village was
hardly seven n-riles frorn Bodh Gaya
where Lord Buddha had attained
enligl'rtenment. And yet his
teachings seemed to have had no
impact on the people here!

We r.rroved orr to the district
of Palamau . 1966 was the secorrd
successive year of drought in this
district, affectirrg 1.3 rnillion people,
mostly peasants, tribals and
landless labourers. To increase the
purchasing of the people of the
district under lvhat canre to be
knonrn as the 'l)alamau
Iixperimeut', the L)istrict's Deputv
Conrnrissioner had ;rlanned tri
1r1r'r'i'-lt' jobs frrr 3,{)t),()00 i){'{)Lrl(' ()l'l

relief n,ork. A schenre lirr 'Ftitld for
Work', I-lis blueprint ri'as readv
rvith .l 

,5()0 labour scheures, n'hich

tr'raedotn F'irsl Jctrtuart,-Marclt 2002

were production oriented. But in
the state capital Patna it r,r'as
gathering dust because of complete
apathy torvards the drought.

jP's Free Kitchen Movement

The socialist leader, Babu
Jayaprakash Narayan (lP),
Chairman of the Bihar Relief
Committee, was the lone voice to
suggest an in-depth study of the
'Palamau Experiment'. He said,
"Arry aid delayed would amount to
aid denied".

Age had not withered the
rebellious spirit of sixty four-year-
old Jayaprakash Narayan. a man
who never sought fame or position.
He rvas a down-to-earth social
worker, concerned with doing
things wholly on pragmatic
grounds and solving problems.

In 1966, Babu Jayaprakash
Narayan (JP), was the only name on
the lips of governrnent officials and
tl-re drought-stricken people all over
tsihar and UP. After two days of
filming in and around Daltonganj,
we moved to Nava village, about
20 miles away. None of our unit
members had ever witnessed
hunger on suclr a large scale.
Hundreds of starving people had
lined-up, holding enlpty bowls
outside the "Free Kitchen" run by
the Bihar ltelief Cornmittee under
JP's Chairmanship. According to JP,
35 million people were starving iu
Bihar during that famine in
Decerrrber 1966. He feared that the

nunrber of hunger-stricken people
rvotrld sr,vell try another tell rttilli()ll
in the cotnitrg nrouths. Drought h.rd

trtrnr'd inl, r sr-arr:itt.' lrtt-l st:arcitY
into [anrine.

Jl)'s'Free-Kitchen Move-
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stricken people had gathered for
quite some tirne at a fair price shop
in the hope of collecting foodgrains.

From the distance we could
see a big crowd in front of the fair-
price shop. An old frightened
wonlan, almost at the fag end of l-rer

life was sitting in a corner holding
a dirty bag of grains. We got busy
filming the entire sequence of
distribution and the sale of food-
grains to the waiting crowd. After
the filming was over, I saw the old
lady had not moved from her place.
I went near her and spoke to her.
She hardly had any strength to
speak. Her name was Satia ... she
had walked all the way frorn distant
Gopalpur village ... she had no
food for the last three days ... she
had just received four kg. grains ...
she was a 'red-card' holder -
identification for the destitute that
are entitled to free foodgrains from
government fair price shops during
droughts. Those who could afford
to purchase tl'reir grains at the
controlled price, rvere giverr'white
ca rd s'.

I requested her to open her
bag. She meekly obeyed. The grain
given to her was dirty, full of dry
grass and pebbles. I was disturbed.
I asked the Mukhiya whether he had
given this dirty stuff to her?

"Yes"

"Will you eat such dirty wheat?"

"l am helpless, what I receive,
I distribute".

"This old lady is a 'red card'
holder and she is entitled to free
ratittus from the goverrrnrerrt ancl
not this dirty stuff whiclr )'ou and
i t.ril l e.rI i ttrr.titi nrrt rrrlrItrri
myself. "Yor-r better cletrrr this stuff
trnd give w'hat is due to her". I rt,as

almost shouting at him.

"I belong to the upper caste",
showing his [aneu (sacred thread),
l're said. "Sieving of foodgrains is
not ny job", he retorted.

"You will have to do it", I
insisted.

The waiting crowd and my
unit members supported me.
Assessing the situation, the Mukhiya
was forced to sieve the grains most
unwillingly. After the dirt was
removed, the wheat was again
weighed. It was 700 grams less. I
asked the Mukhiya to replace it with
clean wheat and give it to her.
Reluctantly he obeyed. We took in
writing from him about the 700
grams of dirty stuff given to the
'red card' I'rolder and got it
countersigned by the Gram seaak, a
village volunteer. I took the note
along with the dirty stuff with me

- hardly knowing what to do with
it!

The site of tliis village was
hardly severr miles from Bodh Gaya
where Lord Buddha had attained
enlightenment. And yet his
teachings seemed to have had no
impact on the people here!

We r.rroved on to the district
of Palamau. 1966 was the secorrd
successive year of drought irr this
district, affecting 1.3 million people,
mostly peasants, tribals and
landless labourers. To increase the
purchasing of the people of the
district under what came to be
knorvn as the 'Palamau
Experiment', the District's Depr"rty
Conrnrissionel hacl planrrecl tr.r

provicle jobs for 3,00,00t) people on
tcliel rrUt k. A b(llrll)e l(rt 'l-\)LrLl [(rl
Work', Llis blueprint rvas ready
rt,ith 1,500 labour schemes, n'lrich
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were production oriented. But in
the state capital Patna it was
gathering dust because of complete
apathy towards the drought.

JP's Free Kitchen Movement

The socialist leader, Babu
Jayaprakash Narayan (lP),
Chairman of the Bihar Relief
Committee, was the lone voice to
suggest an in-depth study of the
'Palamau Experiment'. He said,
"Any aid delayed would amount to
aid denied".

Age had not withered the
rebellious spirit of sixty four-year-
old Jayaprakash Narayan. a man
who never sought fame or position.
He was a down-to-earth social
worker, concerned with doing
things wholly on pragmatic
grounds and solving problems.

ln 1966, Babu Jayaprakash
Narayan (JP), was the only name on
the lips of government officials and
the drought-strickeu people all over
Bihar arrd UP. After two days of
filming in and around Daltonganj,
we moved to Nava village, about
20 miles away. None of our unit
members had ever witnessed
hunger on such a large scale.
Hundreds of starvirrg people had
lined-up, holding empty bowls
outside the "Free Kitcherr" run by
the Bihar Relief Committee under
JP's Chairmanship. According to JP,
35 million people were starving iu
Bihar during that famine in
Decenrber 7966. He feared that the
number of hulrger-stricken people
would swe-ll t'ry another terr t'rrilliorr
itt tlte corniug nronths. Drought had
turrred into scarcitV and sctrrcitv
rrtto l:;rtuttte.

JIi's'Free-Kitchen Mol'e-
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ment'in this area saved hundreds
from dying of lrunger. At the 'Free
Kitchens', there were many in the
crowds with bowls in their l'rands,
who avoided facing our camera.
Probably, this was the first time in
their life, that they had been forced
to stand in a food line.

We were very eager to meet
the man behind this 'Free Kitchen
Movement' and the Chairman of
the Bihar Relief Committee and so
we rushed back to Patna. We
positioned our camera in the open
yard of JP's residence in the 'Mahila
Charkha Samiti', an institution
named by his wife Prabhavati Devi.
Through our camera, JP was
addressing his appeal to the nation:

"l regret very much to say
that although the need of the
drought-stricken people of Bihar is
ellormous, the response from the
country has not been encouraging.
This n-ray be due to lack of adequate
information about the severity of
the situation. Please remember that
this is not an ordinary drought. This
is an unprecedented drought, the
like of which this part of the
country has not seen in the past
centuries. At present, the most
pressing need is for clothing and
blankets. I appeal to all of you to
spare from your ration whatever
you can, as some people are already
doing. There is need for cash
contributions, small and large, with
which we can buy whatever is
needed..."

"Wherr I came back, your
Anrong the political leaders filnr was screened for the rreu's

in Irrdia, Jl'rvas the rinly one rt,[<r scction (rf r'rur TV crllpan-1,. A
rt'as alive to the grimrress of the pr()grantnle Orr Inclia \\'as set up
sitr.t,rticrtt. Urrdcr iris ei rreci. r,,'iri..ii i.istt,.i lr)t ln()lt- [lr.r ir urre
supervisiorr, the 'Free Kitcheu' hour iincl liacl eight participirnts. A
senn'ice 1\'as ll()iv increased fronr slrort version of 'L)rctuglrt in Iutlia'
1,0()0 to 1,400 and ol1 an average, rvas useci as all opening of the

about 700 people were fed daily
from each kitchen. As the situation
worsened, he increased the facilities
within his available resources.

We reached Delhi on
December 29, 1966. My family
members found me to be a changed
man. My food intake was reduced
... I would not tolerate any tap
leakage ... No wastage of food or
water in my house and so on.

On December 29, as we were
working on the editing of the film,
Mr. Bhownagary, our Film Advisor,
introduced me to Mr. Haakon Lie,
a Labour leader from Norway and
a dear friend of JP. He had come
all the way from Norway to see the
drought condition and to help Jp.
In Patna, JP informed him of our
film coverage of the situation in
U.P. ar,d Bihar and asked him to see
Mr. Bhownagary. Lie requested,
part of our coverage within two
days as, on January 1,1967 he was
to fly back to Oslo. Bhorvnagary
informed him that the fihn was yet
to be edited and it was far from
complete. ... Haakon Lie pleaded
to have with him for 3,000 ft. or half
hour visual material. When three
cans of the unedited film were
handed over to him ou January 1,
he almost hugged me saying, "This
is a New Year gift to me".

After six weeks, on February
24, 7967, I received a rewarding
letter from Lie:

programme, which then turned into
a discussion on what Norwegians
could do to help. The drive which
followed has turned out to be a
success - greater than we had dared
to hope for. Here the film was the
major factor in arousing the people
and making them participate ...
You, shall, however be glad to
know that it was due to your
excellent work that the labour
movement in a small country could
make a contribution of 2.5 million
rupees to your efforts to increase
food production in Bihar".

All this was due to JP.

By March 1967, the results of
Fourth General Election started
coming in which marked a
watershed in Indian politics.
Although the Congress Party
retained its majority in the Lok
Sabha, the losses that it suffered
were the heaviest so f ar. Its
stalwarts and senior leaders faced
defeat. S. K. Patil in Mal'rarashtra
lost to George Fernandes, Atulya
Ghosh was defeated in West
Bengal, K. Kamaraj, the Congress
President was defeated by a young
man of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazagham (DMK) in Tamil Nadu.
Hon'ever, Irrdira Gandhi was
elected with a vast majority, which
strengthened her positior-r in the
party. The period also witnessed
defections and the historic split in
the Congress Party in 1969.
Incidentally, 1969 was the Mahatma
Gandlri birth centenary yeat.

Three years and nine months
l.rter, tlre Lok Sabha n,as dissolved
prerrraturely tlrr Decernber 27, 1c)70

Lr;, 11'* l'rinre lvlurister aud rlid-ten.rr
electicrns n'ere l'reld in 7971.lrrdira
Candhi had outmaneuvered the
older leaders in her party to gain

Freedom First Jattuar.y-March 2002 ]:J
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control over the Congress. She won
the elections with an overwhelming
majority. She was sworn in a

second time as the Prime Minister
in 7977.

But the manner in which she

had won the election from the Rae

Bareli constituency was questioned
by the Opposition. It was
challenged in a court of law by her

defeated rival, Raj Narain of the
Samyukta Socialist Party on the
charge that she had used corruPt
practices. Raj Narain filed an appeal
in the Allahabad High Court
against the election result. The case

dragged on.

The second challenge to her
leadership and her party came from
the Nav Nirman Samiti's agitation
in Gujarat in January 7974,ledbY
the students, against the failure of
the Congress Party led ministry, to
protest against the food shortages,
inflation, unemployment and
corruption. The Chief Minister had
to resign and President's Rule was
imposed in Gujarat in FebruarY.

The agitation in Gujarat was
now followed by the students in
Bihar in March 1974 who launched
a massive novement against the
Congress-led Gafoor ministrY.

On April 8, 7974,

Jayaprakash Narayan led a silent
protest march on the streets of

EmergencY Detainees

Under MISA 34,q88

Under Defence of India
l(ules tljll() 75,ti lo

Total 1,10,806

(Sortrcc: Shah Con'rmissitrrr, Final l{cport)

Patna along with students, the
Shanti Sena Sangharsha Samiti and
the Bihar Sarvodaya Mandal
against excessive centralization of
power and the Congress
government's failure to bring down
prices. His protest was unique. The

narchers had taped their mouths
and tied their hands. People were
reminded of Gandhian methods of
protest during the Raj.

Acharya Vinoba Bhave was
not happy with the direction in
which JP was taking SarvodaYa
workers. In mid-March, a

conference in Paunar in which both
Vinoba Bhave and iP particiPated,
ended with a compromise
individual Sarvodaya workers were

permitted to do as their conscience

dictated. About 80 per cent of the

Sarvodaya workers followed JP.

In the name of 'reforms'after
the nationalization of Banks, Mrs.
Gandhi, with authoritarian high-
l'rarrdedrress followed up with the

takeover of general insurance, the

coal industry, the oil refineries and
abolished the privy purses and
privileges of the former princes.

Events now took a new turn.
Most of the Oppositiou Parties
joined hands with the Sarvodaya
leader. There was iudirect support
from many Congressmen, including
a Union Minister! Being a rnan of
truth and having tremendous inner

strength and cour-
age like Gandhiji,
jP finally gave his
clarion call:

SamltLtrna
K rq rr t i Alt lVrl lrl

FIn i,

tshnui !tihas
Llarmrn Hai

(Our slogan is: Total
Revolution. The Future is
Ours)

A three-day Bihar Bandh
called by JP from October 3 to 5,

1974 was most successful. Another
rnassive denronstration took place
on November 4, in which JP was hit
by a lathi by the Patna police and
the marchers were tear-gassed.

For the f irst time since
Independence, Opposition parties
were moving closer together, under

JP's leadership to save democracY
in India. On March 6,1975, millions
from all over the country joined JP's
"People's March" to Parliament to
present a memorandum on Price
stabilisation, nee.d-based wages;
effective land reforms, assurance of
full employment, creation of a

regimen for national austeritY,
education and civil liberties;
eradicating political corruption .'.
It was a spectacular 'PeoPle's
procession' the like of which Dellii
had never seerr before.

On June'12,7975, the
Allahabad High Court found Mrs.
Gandhi guilty on two charges of
electoral corruption. She lost her
seat and was debarred from
contesting elections to Parliament
for six years. But the Judge granted
a 20-day stay order to allow her to
appeal to tl're Supreme Court.

Now the Opposition leaders

demanded Mrs. Gandhi's
resignaticlrr. There was a crumblir-rg

of democratic political system in the

coLlntry. JP's first c()llcer11 was to
save it from total collaprse with the

ir.ip t,i j,riiusiLrtitLr i'tt'l'le '- l";'ti''t
Ile called upon all political parties

to participate in the movement' Ou

25th June, J[' was the r.rrairl speaker
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at a a mamrroth rally in New Delhi,
turrder the auspices of the 'Lok
Sarrgharsli Samiti' headed by
Morarji Desai, JP spoke for about
ninety minutes. He announced a

nationwide week-long satyagraha
frorn June 29, asking Indira Gandhi
to resign as she was found guilty
of telling lies and misleading the
people on various occasions. He
also appealed to the police and
drrrred forces not to obey any order
that they n-right consider illegal or
immoral.

'Not to obey illegal orders'
was taken serious note of by Mrs.
Gandhi. It was interpreted as a call
to the armed forces to mutiny. On
the midnight of June 25, 7975,
President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed
signed a declaration of a State of
Emergency in the country on
grounds of threatened internal
disturbances. At pre-dawn on 26th

June, JP and Morarji Desai were
arrested along with Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, L. K. Advani, Chandra-
shekhar, Charan Singh, Madhu
Dandavate, Raj Narain, Biju Patnaik
and six hundred others all over the
country. Most of them were to stay
in jail for the next 18 months. The
process continued with midnight
arrests, tl're denial of fundarnental
rights, total press censorship. The
proclar-nation of dracorrian ordi-
nances became the order of the day.
The wheels of democracy started
rolling backward with ruthless
autocracy. R. K. Malkani, the editor
of Motherland, who was critical of
Mrs. Gandhi's rule, was the first
media man to be picked up irr Delhi.
But four other jourlralists, C. ll.
Irani of Tlu: Stntcsrnar, R. N. Coenka
trl TJtc ItuiiutL I-tptts.s, i!iiuoti ivi.rs.rrrr

of Freetlonr l'i rsi and A. D. Cclrrvala
of Optinirtvl contirrued boldly to deiy
the censorslrip and supported JI)'s

movement and
criticized the
Emergency.

JP was just
thirteen years
younger to
Jarvaharlal Nehru
and was his close
associate in the
early days of the
freedom struggle. He used to
address Nehru as " Bhai" . JP's wife,
Prabhavati Devi was a close
confidante of Kamala Nehru. As a

seasoned politician, JP could foresee
the problems Mrs. Gandhi was
creating by her authoritarian rule.
On July 27,7975, in a letter written
from prison, JP advised Mrs.
Gandhi inter alia to mend her ways:

It is unfortunate that JP's
fatherly advice was not heeded by
Indira Gandhi.

There are sonle events that
get registered permanently in orre's

nlen"rory. A documerrtary filn'r rnade

on JP by an independent producer
was thrust upon the Films Division
for all-lndia release. In this film, JP
was shown as a 'criminal in
Hitlerian garb, George Fernandes as

a rabble-rousing maniac and
Morarji Desai as an iurposter.

On July 7, 7975, four days
after the Emergency was imposed

- Mrs. Gandhi annouuced a '20-
Point Programme' followed with a

'Five Point Programme' by her
younger son, Sanjay Gandhi. One
of the points, 'Family Planninl3' r.t,as

zealously follolved to meet target.

The atrocities that hacl gorre

Ir' .rr-irir'tt' titt' t.rlb( L \\('rL: llr\,\r
sliockirrg. Orclers rvele issuecl to

make filnrs on each of thc iterns in
the'20-l'oint I)rogratlme'.

I,'reeclcnrt l'irst,-Iattuary-LIa rc h 2002

Sanjay Gandhi's Family Planning
(Sterilisation) Targets

Target fixed for 1975-76 24,85,000

Number Sterilised 26,24,755

Target for 7976-77 42,55,500

Nunrber Sterilised 87,32,209

(Source: The lndian Express, June 25,2001).

It is unfortunate that the
Emergency period was termed as

Anushashan Paraa by Acharya
Vinoba Bhave and the irony of it
was that his own Ashram at Paunnar
was raided on June 77, 7976 for
copies of the Ashram journal,
Maitree.

JP had become the target of
the rulers during the dark period
of the Emergency in the country. He
spent six months under detention,
most of it under solitary confine-
n'rent. Suddenly, on September 28,

he suffered acute pain in the lower
abdomen indicating a serious
ailment. The pairr coutinued on and

off for about a rnouth and he

became too weak to bear it. Fearing
their hands would be blood-stained
if anything happened to him under
detention, he was flown in a state

of coma to the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences in New Delhi,
and finally released on November
12, 7975 on parole with a special
medical fund allotted by Mrs.
Gandhi. JP refused the fund.

JP came to Mumbai for
treatment. His illness was
diagonised as kidney failure. He
rvas treated at the Jaslok Hospital.
Thc, c'ltlctor wlro treated him said:
"FIe corrlcl not keep awake fttr more
tlt.irt a lnt)lliellI or tlt,tt, artd u'ould
lapse into stupor as he was talkitig.
He rreeded diall'5i5 before his
phvsic^1 strength rvas largely
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restored. However, he had to be on
dialysis for the rest of his life, said
Dr. Mani.

Jaslok Hospital is just
opposite the Films Division office,
where I was working. In fact, from
my cabin-window, I used to watch
the hospital building and pray for
the patient in room 1904, who was
fighting the last battle of his life to
bring back democracy to India.

As soon as the news flashed
about JP's kidney failure, there were
donors from all over the country.
The Cumballa Hill Post Office, just
opposite Jaslok Hospital was
flooded with letters. According to
Dr. Mani, "people from all walks
of life, from every corner of the
country, volunteered to give one
kidney, both kidneys, any part of
their body, to save the Loknayak"

On January 78, 7977, Mrs.
Gandhi dissolved the Lok Sabha
and announced her decision to hold
elections and released all
Opposition party leaders. But she
kept many of the Emergency laws

in force. There was a churning of
most of the opposition parties. The

Jan Sangh, the Bharatiya Lok Dal,
the Socialist Party of India and the
Congress (Syndicate), merged tcr

form the Janata Party. The guiding
force were Acharya J. B. Kripalani
and Loknayak Jayaprakash
Narayan.

Hospital Room No.1904
became the sanctum sanctorum for
many visitors. On April 30,7977,
Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan
was conferred the title "Rashtra
Bl'rushan" with a cash award of Rs.

One lakh. The presentation was
made by Mr. M. C. Chagla. Mr.
Chagla said that he was honoured
to present the award to the greatest
Indian of our time. The Fuel
Instrument Engineers (FIE)
Foundation, Ichalkaranji, founded
by Panditrao Kulkarni had
instituted the award.

There rvas another unique
function at Jaslok Hospital. About
80 leading smugglers led by Haji
Mastan, Yusuf Patel and Narayan
Bakhia gave a solemn assurance to

the Sarvodaya leader to give up
smuggling. The Imam of Minar
Masjid read out the Holy Scripture
and Swami Ranganathanandji of the
Ran'rakrishna Mission spoke of
repentance as being part of the
Hindu philosophy.

Even while needing regular
dialysis, JP toured the country.
Large enthusiastic crowds
everywhere that greeted him
invigorated and energized JP. The
election tide all over the country
was in JP's favour though he
himself did not seek election. A
unique example in post-
Independent India! The Janata Party
came to power and Mrs. Gandhi
and her party were routed.
Nineteen months of tyranny and
untold terror suffered by the people
came to an end. Once again, Peace,

Freedom and Democracy can'le
back in the form of a second
liberation of India.

I was fortunate to be one of
the '19-rnembers with Sir Edmund
Hillary (Ed) on his "Ocean to the
Sky" expedition from Ganga Sagar
in West Bengal to Gomukhi in the
Himalayas on three jet boats. After
crossing the Farakka Barage on
September 2, 1977, we entered the
Bihar territt)ry olr the Canga.

On September 6, Ed called on

JI'at his house at Kadamkuan along
with some of us. Despite his frail
health, jP got up from l-ris wheel
chair and walked slowly towards
the door to greet the Hverest Hero.

The impact orr Ed to the half-
an-hour long meeting with JI' is
recorcler-l in his book: " ()ceatt To Tlrc

Skv":

" ...We haci a tlreurorable
experience wlteu r,r'e visited J. P'

"l was only imprisoned by the British Raj, you were jailed by the lndian one too "

Courtesy. Far Eastern Review. February 20. 1976.
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Narayan, one of the great figures
of the twerrtieth century Indian
politics, and a man held in the
highest respect throughout
India. He was arl old man and
unwell, with a kidney ailment
requiring weekly dialysis.
Nevertl'reless, when I met him in
his modest but comfortable
home, I was deeply impressed.
He had an air of serenity and
incorruptibility; there was
something sairrtly about him, not
a conlnlon quality in Western
politicians ... I left feeling that
we had met a great man.

'Dear Prime Minister,

Irrnr appalled at Irress
rep()rts of yt,ur spec-ches arrtl
itttet't'ieivs. (Tlrt' r,ttr',f iact tlrat ytru
Jt.tve to sity s()11r'tltillg evet'\/ tJav trr
lirsLrt i _\ 

()ul (lLIl()l) rrrrPi16'r .r gLrrlt\,
conscienc-e). I Iavirrg nruzzlec-l the

Press alrrl evcry kirrr'i of Public

On the front door of JP's
room, I saw a touching Urdu
couplet written in Hindi:

Malik Teri Rajn Ralu' Aur Tu-Hi-
Tu Rahe,

tsaki Na Main llahu Na Meri Araju
Rahe.

This original couplet was on
the lips of a freedom fighter,
Ramprasad'tsismil', aged 30, when
he was taken to the gallows on
Decenrber 19, 1927 during the
British Raj.

A week after celebrating his
TSth birthdav on Vijayadashmi Day,
JP had a meeting with his old
associate, Achyut Patwardhan.
According to newspaper reports, Jp
tolci him, "l am lingering on. I am
waiting for death". 15 hours after
tlris nreeting, on October 8,1979 Ip
died in his sleep at 05.45 hours.
Thus ended the eventful era of a
man who brought back democracy
to India.
N{R. PREM VAIDYA, a documentary film-
maker, was with the Films Division of the
Govemment of India.

Testament of Protest
An Open Letter to Mrs. Indira Gandhi

JP wrote this letter on December 51975 from the Jaslok Hospital in Bombay. lt was of course not
published in the lndian press, but was secretly circulating. The Far Eastern Economic Review pubtished
from Hong Kong carried the full text of the letter ln lts lssue of February 20, 1976. A month earlier,
its correspondent in lndia Mr. Lawrence Lifschuttz was asked to leave for his open reporting of the
Emergency excesses. ln an introductory note carrying JP's open letter to Mrs. lndira Gandhi, Mr.
Lifschultz, after paying tribute to Jayaprakash Narayan as one of the great patriots of lndia, obserued
inter alia "There are woolly areas in his thinking ... his weakness is that he did not explore att the
implications of his more recent political programme to rid tndia of corruption. That oversight ted him
to a bizarre assoc,afion with opponents of Mrs. lndira Gandhi - opportunists who were themselves
stinking with corruption and by no means lily-white discrples of Mahatma Gandhi. Narayan has explained
that the more urgent task was to rid lndia of Congress misrule and the question therefore would
resolve itself.

"That some of the corrupt politicians used Narayan's dazzling hato to distract from their own self-
serving ptlrposes has been exploited by the lndian Prime Minister to discredit him, but Narayan's
sincere commitment to lndian democracy, social justice and honesty in Government are irrefutable."

dissent, you continue witlr vour
distortions trnd untruth lrrithout
fear of criticisnr or contradictiorr. If
_y't 

rrr Ilrink tlrat irr tlris lr'.r1, \,or,r rvil]
lre alrle to irrstifv vorrlst'lf in tlre
l,Ul'llr (')r' .irrii (l,lr)il1 llrr.
Oirirositiorr to prolitictrl perrlition,
\t()u .lre sacllt, nriqtaktn. If Votr

["r",cdcttrt I"irst Jartuat'v-IIarc:h 2002

doubt this, vou nrtry test it bv
rer,,oking tlte Enrergencv, restoring
to thc people their fundal-rretrttri
r'iglrts, r'rstorirrg the freerlour of tlre
press, rele;rsirrg all tlrose tvlrottt Vott

ll.rvrl ilill-)r'l50neci ot tltlt.t tttt:rl iot ti0
otltel crirne tlratr peritrrniing their

Patriotir: tltrt\,. Nirre )/ears, N4irtlalu,
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is not a short period of time for the

people, who are gifted with a sixth
sense, to have found you out.

The burden of your song/ as

I have been able to discover, is that
(a) there was a plan to paralyse the
Government, (b) that one Person
had been trying to spread
disaffection among the ranks of the
civil and military forces. These seem

to be your major notes. But there
have been also minor notes. EverY
now and then you have been doling
out your obiter dicta, such as the
nation being more important than
democracy and about the suitability
of social democracy to India, and
more in the same vein.

As I am the villain of the
piece, let me put the record straight.
This may be of no interest to you

- for all your distortion and untruth
are willful and deliberate - but at
least the truth would have been
recorded. About the plan to
paralyse the Government. There
was no such plan and you know it.
Let me state the facts.

Of all the states of India, it
was in Bihar alone where there was
a people's movement. But there,
too, according to the Chief Mini-
ster's many statements, it had
fizzled out long ago, if it had ever
existed. But the truth is - and You
should know if your ubiquitous
Intelligence has served you right -
that it was spreading and
percolating deep down in the
countryside. Until the time of my
arrest "ianata sarkars" (people's
organizations) were being fornled
from tl're village upwards to the
Block (ward) level. Later on, the

11r().r'SS i\.aS tr_r ho trkt'p ll.
hopefr-rlly, to the district arrd state
level.

If yor,r have cared to look irrto

IB

the programme of the ianata sarkars,

you would have found out that for
the most part it was constructive,
such as regulating the Public
distribution system, checking
corruption at the lower levels of
administration, implementing the
land reform laws, settling disputes
through the age-old custom of
conciliation and arbitration,
assuring a fair deal to Harijans,
curbing such social evils as " talak"
and " dahez" (divorce and the dowry
system) etc. There was nothing in
all this that by any stretch of
imagination could be called
subversive. Only where the "janata

sarkars" were solidly organized
were such programmes as non-
payment of taxes taken up. At the
peak of the movement in urban
areas an attempt was made for
some days, through dharna and
picketing, to stop the working of
Government offices. At Patna,
whenever the Assembly opened,
attempts were made to Persuade
the members to resign and to
prevent them peacefully from going
in. All these were calculated
programmes of civil disobedience,
and thousands of men and women
were arrested all over the state.

If all this adds up to au
attempt to paralYse the Bihar
government, well, it was the sanle
kind of attempt as was made
during the freedom struggle
through non-cooPeration and
satyagraha to paralyse the British
government. But that was a

government establisl"red by force,
whereas the Bihar government and
legislature are both constitutionalll'
established bodies. What right has

.iili'(rri(l tt; .,-k crli ilt.teJ
governntellt and elected legislature
to go? This is tttre of yottr favtlurite
questiotrs. But it has beett ausrt'ered
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umpteen times by competent
persons, including well-known
constitutional lawyers. The answer
is that in a democracy the people,
too, have the right to ask for the
resigna tion of an elected
government if it has gone corrupt
and has been misruling. And if
there is a legislature that persists in
supporting such a government it
too must go so that the people
might choose better representatives.

But in that case, how can it
be determined what the people
want? In the usual democratic
manner. In the case of Bihar, the
mammoth rallies and processions
held in Patna, the thousands of
constituency meetings held all over
the State, the three-days' Bihar
bandh, the memorable happenings
of November 4, and the largest ever
meeting held at the Gandhi maidan,
on November 18, were a convincing
measure of the people's will. And
what had the Bihar government and
Congress to show on their side? The

miserable counter-offensive of
November 16, which had been
master-minded by Shri Barooah
and on which, according to reliable
reports, the fantastic sum of Rs.60

lakhs rupees were spent. But if that
was not conclusive enough proof,
I had asked repeatedlY for a

plebiscite. But you were afraid to

face the people.

While I am on the Bihar
movement, let me mention, another
important point that would illumine
the politics of such a tYPe of
movement. The students of Bihar
did not start their movement just

of f the ba t .rs it were. Af ter
fornrulating their demauds at a

r()lllci cltLe tire; ir,ru trrcI tirY -l't'i
Minister' aud the Educatiolt
Minister. TheY had had several
meetirrgs. But uufortunately the
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inept and corrupt Bihar Govern-
ment did not take the students
seriously. Then the latter gheraoed

the Assen'rbly. The sad events of
that day precipitated the Bihar
movement. Even then the students
did not demand the resignation of
the Ministry nor the dissolution of
the Assembly. It was after several
weeks during which firing, lathi
(baton) charges and indiscriminate
arrests took place that the Students'
Action Committee felt compelled to
put up that demand. It was at that
point that the Ilubicon was crossed.

Thus in Bihar, the
Governrnent was given a chance to
settle the issues across the table.
None of the demands of the
students was unreasonable or non-
negotiable. But the Bihar
government preferred the method
of struggle, i.e. unparalleled
repression. It was the same in Uttar
Pradesh. In either case, the
Government rejected the path of
negotiation, of tryirlg to settle the
issues across the table, and chose
the path of strife. Had it been
otherwise, there would have been
no movement at all.

I have pondered over this
riddle: Why did not those govern-
ments act wisely? The conclusion
I have arrived at is that the main
hurdle has been corruption. Some-
how the governments have been
unable to deal with corruption in
their ranks, particularly at the top
level - the ministerial level itself.
The corruption has been tl're central
point of the movement, particularly
corruption in the government and
the admirristration.

Be that as it may, except frtr
Ilili.rl Lher c !\ ils lr) rrror,eirrerrI oi ii.s

kirrd in any other state o1: India. ln
Uttar Pradesh, though satyagraha

had started in April, it was far from
becoming a people's movement. In
some other states though, struggle
committees had been formed, there
seemed to be no possibility of a

mass nlovement anywhere. And as

the general election to the Lok
Sabha was drawing near, the
attention of the opposition parties
was turned nrore towards the
coming electoral struggle than to
any struggle involving civil
disobedience.

Thus, the plan of which you
speak, the plar, to paralyse the
Government, is a figment of your
imagination thought up to justify
your totalitarian measrrres.

But suppose I grant you for
a nrinute, for argument's sake, that
there was such a plan, do you
honestly believe that your erstwhile
colleague, the former Deputy Prime
Minister of India, and
Chandrashekhar, a member of the
Congress Working Committee,
were also a party to it? Then why
have they also been arrested and
many others like them?

No, dear Prime Minister,
there was no plan to paralyse the
Government. If there was a plan, it
was a simple, innocent and short-
time plan to continue until the
Supreme Court decided your
appeal. It was this plan that was
announced at the Ramlila grounds
by Nanaji Deshmukh on june 25
and which was the subject matter
of my speech that evening. The
programme was for a selected
number of persons to of fer
satyagraha before or near your
resic-lence in support of the demand
that you should step down until the
)uI)rcllle L()urt's juugenicnt orr

your appeal. The prograirlme was
to continue for seven days in Delhi,
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after which it was to be taken up
in the states. And, as I have said
above, it was to last only until the
judgement of the Supreme Court.
I do not see rvhat is subversive or
dangerous about it. In a democracy
the citizen has an inalienable right
to civil disobedience when he finds
that other channels of redress or
reform have dried up. It goes
without saying that the satyagrahi
willingly invites and accepts his
lawful punishment. This is the
dimension added to democracy by
Gandhi. What an irony that it
should be obliterated in Gandhi's
own India!

It should be noted - and it is
a very important point: that even
this programme of a satyagraha
would not have occurred to the
Opposition had you remained
content with quietly clinging on to
your office. But you did not do it.
Through your henchmen you had
rallies and demonstrations
organized in front of your residence
(begging you not to resign). You
addressed these rallies and,
justifying your stand, advanced
spurious arguments and heaped
calumny on the head of the
Opposition. An effigy of the High
Court Judge was burnt before your
residence. Posters appeared in the
city suggesting some kind of link
between the Judge and the CIA.
When such despicable happenings
were taking place every day, the
Opposition had no alternative but
to counteract the mischief. And
how did it decided to do it? Not by
rowdyism but by orderly satyagraha,

self-sacri fice.

It was this 'plan'and uot any
imaginary plan to parall,sg th.
Goverrrment that has aroused vour
ire and cost the people their liberties
and dealt a deathblow to their
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democracy.

And why was the freedom of
the press being suppressed? Not
because the Indian press was
irresponsible, dishonest or anti-
Government. In fact, nowhere
under conditions of freedom is the
press more responsible, reasonable
and fair than it has been in India-
The truth is that your anger against

it was aroused because on the
question of your resignation, after
the High Court's judgement, some
of the papers took a line that was

highly unpalatable to You. And
when on the morrow of the
Supreme Court judgement all the
metropolitan PaPers, including the

wavering The Times of India came

out with well-reasoned and forceful
editorials advising You to quit,
freedom of the press became too
much for you to stomach. That
cooked the goose of the Indian
press, and you struck your deadlY
blow. It staggers one's imagination
to think that so valuable a freedom
as the freedom of the press, the verY

life-breath of democracY, can be

snuffed out because of the personal
pique of a Prime Minister.

You have accused the
Opposition of trying to lower the
prestige and position of the
country's Prime Minister. But in
reality, the boot is on the other leg.

No one has done more to lower the

? Mrs. Gandhi's nerv economic measures.
r 

JP's wife.
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be in this atmosphere of terror - but
as long as that is not done your guilt
and your deprivation of Your right
to vote remain)r.

As for the "one Person" who
is supposed to have tried to sow
dissatisfaction in the armed and
police forces, he denies the charge.

All that he has done is to make the
men and officers of the forces
conscious of their duties and
responsibilities. Whatever he has

said in that connection is within the

law, the Constitution, the ArmY
Act, and the Police Act.

So much for Your major
points, the plea to ParalYse the
Government and the attemPt to
sow dissatisfaction in the armed
and police forces. Now a few of
your minor points and obiter dicta.

You are reported to have said

that democracY is not more
important than the nation. Are You
not presuming too much, Madam
Prime Minister? You are not the

only one who cares for the nation.
Among those whom You have
detained or imprisoned there are

many who have done as much for
the nation as you. And everYone of
them is as good a Patriot as

yourself. So, please do not aPPIY

salt to our wounds by lecturing to

us about the nation.

Moreover, it is a false choice

Democratic Republic ... give to
ourselves this Constitution." This
democratic Constitution cannot be

changed into a totalitarian one by
a mere ordinance or a law of
Parliament. That can be done only
by the people of India themselves
in their new Constituent Assembly,
especially elected for that special
purpose. If Justice, Liberty, Equality
and Fraternity have not been
rendered to "all its citizens" even

after a quarter of century of signing
of that Constitution, the fault is not
that of the Constitution t>r of
democracy but of the Congress
party that has been in Power in
Delhi all these years. It is precisely
because of that failure that there is
so much unrest among the PeoPle
and the youth. Repression is no
remedy for that. On the other hand,
it only compounds the failure'

I no doubt see that the PaPers
are full these days of reports of new

policies, new drives, show of new
enthusiasm. ApparentlY You are

trying to make up for lost time, that
is to say, you are making a shtlrv
of doing here and now what You
failed to do in nine years. But Your
20 points2 will go the same way as

your 10 points did and the "straY

thoughts". But I assure You this
time the people will not be fooled.

And I assure you of another thirrg
too: a party of self-seekers and
spineless opportunists and "iee-
huzurs" such as the Congress, alas,

has become, can never do anYthing
worthwhile. (Not all Congressmen
are such. There are quite a few
exceptions, such as those who have

been deprived of their PartY
membership and some of ther-rr their
freeclom. There will be a lot of

Pir)P.16.11\rla atrtl lliLlrli "t11() 
()t'i

paper but on the grouud level the

situatiorr will not change' The

position and prestige of that great that you have formulated. There is

office than yourselfl Can you ever no choice between democracy and

think of the Prime Minister of a the nation. It was for the good of

democratic country who cannol the nation that the people of India

even vote in his Parliament because declared in the Constituent

lre has beerr found guilty of corrupt Assembly on November 26' 7949'

electoral practices? The Supreme that "we, the people of India'
Court nlay reverse the High Court's having solemniy resolved tcr

irrrlgr,'nr,'rrt ltl,\st lrlrrlrilrlf it will ( ()llstittlte ittto a Sovereiqn

rs Clandhi's aPPeal'
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f ayaPrakash Narayan - Keeper of India's Conscience

condition of the poor - and they are
in great rnajority over the greater
part of the country - has been
rvorsening over the past years. It
would be enough if the downward
trend were arrested. But for tl'rat
your whole approach to politics and
economics will have to change.

I have written the above in
utter frankness without mincing
words. I have done so not out of
anger or so as to get even with you
in rvords. No, that would be a show
of impotence. Nor does it show any
lack of appreciation for the care that
is being taken of my health. I have
done it only to place the naked truth
before you, which you have been
trying to cover up and distort.

Having performed this
unpleasant duty, may I conclude
with a few parting words of advice?
You know I am an old man. My
life's work is done. After Prabha's3
going I have nothing and no one to
live for. My brother and my
nephew have their family and my
younger sister - the elder died years
ago - has her sons and daughters.
I have given all my life, after
finishing education, to the country

<a

First edition of 'Prrson Diary'written by JP is presented to him
by publisher Ramdas Bhatkal of Popular Prakashan. Next to him
is S M. Joshi at Jastok Hospital.

and asked for nothing in return. So,

I shall be content to die a prisoner
under your regime.

Would you listen to the
advice of such a man? Please, do
not destroy the foundations that the
Father of the Nation, including your
noble father, had laid down. There
is nothing but strife and'suffering
along the path that you have taken.
You inherited a great tradition,
noble values and a working
democracy. Do not leave behind a

miserable wreck of all that. It would
take a long time to put all that
together again. For it would be put
together again, I have no doubt.
People who fought British
imperialism and humbled it cannot
accept indefinitely the indignity and
shame of totalitarianism. The spirit
of man can never be vanquished,
no matter how deeply suppressed.
In establishing your personal
dictatorship, you have buried it
deep. But it will rise from the grave.
Erren in Russia, it is slowly coming
up.

You have talked of social
democracy. What a beautiful image

those words call to
the mind. But you
have seen in east-
ern and central
Europe how ugly is
the reality: Naked
dictatorship and in
the ultimate
analysis Russian
overlordship.
Please, please do
not push lndia
torvards that
terrible fate.

And may I

ask tcl rvhat
purp()se all these

draconian measures? In order to be
able to carry out the 20 points? But
who was preventing you from
carrying out the 10 points? All the
discontent, the protest, the
satyagraha were due precisely to the
fact that you were not doing
anything to implement your
programme, inadequate as it was,
to lighten the misery and burden
under which the people and youth
were groaning. This is what
Chandrashekhar, Mohan Dharia,
Krishna Kant and their friends have
been saying for which they have
been punished.

You have talked of "drift" in
the country. But was that due to
opposition or to me? The drift was
because of your lack of decision,
direction and drive. You seem to act
swiftly and dramatically only when
your personal position is
threatened. Once that is assured,
the drift begins. Dear Indiraji,
please do not identify yourself with
the nation. You are not immortal,
India is.

You have accused the
Opposition and me of every kind
of villainy. But let me assure you
that if you do the right things - for
instance, your 20 points, tackling
corruption at ministerial levels,
electoral reforms, etc., take the
Opposition into confidence, heed its
advice - you will receive the willing
cooperation of everyone of us. For
that you need not destroy
democracy. The ball is in your
court. It is for you to decide.

With tlrese parting words, let
me bid you farervell. May God be
with you.

II1'xpt^Lttt'

COURTESY: Far Eastem Economic Reuien',
February 20,7976.
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The Tibetan Triangle

The recent visit of Chinese
Premier Zllu Rongji to India,
including Mumbai, is the raison
d'€tre for this article, to remind
readers that the docile Tibetans,
followers of Lord Gautama, are in
serious danger of etl-rnic cleansing
in their own homeland, and their
centuries old culture systematically
destroyed.The Chinese are going
about this pogrom with calculated
and alarming persistence, precision
and planning while the so-called
free world that cherishes its own
freedom, pays scant attention to the
festering Tibetan problem. The visit
of Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji to
Mumbai provided an opportunity
for this docile and peace loving
people that have sought refuge in
this land of Lord Buddha, to draw
the attention of all lovers of
freedom and human rights, to their
plight, through tl-re Gandhian
method of non violent protest. One
hopes that these peaceful
demonstrations of protest against
the unabashed and ongoing rape of
this once peaceful and remote
Shangri La, perched on the roof of
the world, will have impinged on
not only Cllina but also the free
world.

Having faced and being
engaged in four skirmishes with
Comnrunist Chirra's ['eo;rle's
l..iberrrtion Arnr;, cltrrirrg thc l9(r5
Wtrr alons the lriglr altittrtJe |rasses
ott tlte 5rkkrrn \\/iltcrbilt,Ll .rt l\(rtil
La, Cho La, nrrej \'ak La, and treing
prir.\, 11, tlte steady ethuic cleansiug

E. D'Souza

We in lndia who enjoy freedom must continue to support with vigour
the aspirations of the people of Tibet.

of the Tibetans rvhen a sub unit of
his own battaliorr, the 1st Bn The
Maratha Light Infantry was the last
to withdraw from Yatung and
Gyantse in 1955, this writer has

been involved in tl-re Friends of
Tibet movement in Mumbai, keen
to associate hin'rself with the Tibetan
freedom struggle Chinese protests
notwithstanding.

His interest in this then
mysterious Shangri La began in the
fifties when he read with much
interest Heinrich Harrer and Peter
Aufschneiter's brilliant book "Seven
Years in Tibet". He had of course
read reports of the "European"
invasion of this mysterious land by
Francis Younghusband who led a
British/lndian force through Natu
La into Tibet establishing the British
presence at Yatung, Gyantse and
Lhasa. As a regimental historian, he
was also privy to very sketchy
reports of his own regiment's spells
of duty in this once 'forbidden'
land.

In 1956, this writer recalls
how he accompanied a small escort
with a Cl'rinese prisoner who sought
repatriation to China, after the
Korean Campaign under the
Neutral Nations IRepatriation
Conrmissiorr Scheme. It was in
Februarv, irr the middle oi n'inter
11r11q'11, tht' r,rrl\' .lrrcr'SS [,i Nattt La,

the hancling rrt'r'r ptlin[, \\ras ()ver

,r lr,ul(,r, ltrrtii ir.rr ir li,'trr rttii. .,rrrr
ry6iit is 1196' tfie Carpgtcrk-Natu l_a

highway. Nrr officer r.r'as allt-xved trr

F'reeriont First J anrtat'v -Ivlarch 20(.)2

acconpany the party but this writer
did so in the uniform of a sepoy.
To irritate the Chinese at the Pass,
the handing-over was deliberately
delayed for four hours, to a very
irritated Chinese Political Officer
dressed in immaculate typical dark
blue Chinese uniform and mounted
on a caparisoned sturdy Tibetan
pony. The superciliousness of the
Chinese Officer was evident as he
fretted and fumed over the delay.

During the 1965 War against
Pakistan, this writer, then a Brigade
commander, encountered the PLA
in an eyeball to eyeball
confrontation when the Chinese
moved up 1000 men towards the
Pass in an attempt to relieve
pressure on the beleaguered
Pakistanis in the West.When the
Marathas at the Pass did not budge
under intense provocation after four
skirmishes, quiet descended along
the watershed except for the
ongoing proxy war. All this is by
way of background.

On January 3, 7967, the
Chinese, using bonded Tibetan
labour joined their side of Natu La
with a motorable road from the
road head in the Chumbi Valley
below. Since those days Tibet lias
unciergone a sea chauge. Using
rt'prelrcrrsible tlcans beyond thtr
pale of hur.natr rights at even the
rn(,st i)(r:'rL iui ci, iirL: L. lritre st
Covenrurent did all it't its Lrou,er to
settle the Han Chinese f rour

r)?



Mainland China in Tibet at the
expense of the Tibetans. In this
coldly calculated plan the Tibetans
(6 n'rillion) have been outnumbered
by the mainland Chinese (7 million),
a situation that will be further
aggravated when the Gormu-Lhasa
railway linking mainland China is
completed. It is on record that the
Chinese President has stated that
though the construction of this rail
link is uneconornical, it will be
completed and extended to Shigatse
and then on to Sinkiang. The labour
for this project has been imported
from China! Under the guise of
improving the lot of the locals of
the so-called Tibet Autonomous
Region, developmental activities are
proudly shown to tourists as efforts
being made to improve the lot of
the Tibetans. This is far from the
truth. These developmental
activities are meant to enable China
to strengthen its stranglehold on
this once peaceful land to a point
of no return. In doing so thousands
of Tibetans have either lost their

lives or have sought refuge in India.
The rest is history.

That the Chinese are most
sensitive to any criticism of their
hold on Tibet, their human rights
record and other illegal activities as,

for instance, using it as a dumping
ground for nuclear waste, is too
well known to deserve recall. When
such issues were raised with a nine
rnember high powered Chinese
delegation at a seminar held
recently in the University town of
Manipal irr Karnataka, the reaction
of the delegation, when issues
relating to Tibet was raised,
invariably drew violent reactions of
protest. Tl're rape of Tibet, its age-
old culture and its people continue,
judging from the number of ethnic
Tibetans who escape to India. Their
stories record vividly the grossest
violation of human rights and
Chinese sensitivity to any such
references drawing strong protests.

When our Mumbai Tibetans

held a silent and non-violent hunger
strike during the visit of Zhu
Rongji, the Mumbai police were
explicit in prohibiting any
demonstrations in areas being
visited by the Chinese Premier.
However they were permitted to
hold a hunger strike on Azad
Maidan where about 200 Tibetan
protestors and their Indian friends
participated. In his brief address to
the protestors, this writer stressed
the need never to give up hope. He
drew attention to the Tibetan flag
with the rising sun as a sign of
l-rope: the sun was not setting but
rising. Decrying the fact that the
free west chose to keep silent on the
rape of Tibet, this writer suggested
that the only way to stimulate the
involvement of the West in their
freedom struggle was to discover
oil irr Tibet!

The strong urge for justice
and the return of freedom to this
peace loving people is so strong,
that one young protestor, Tenzin

Friends

The Maharashtra Tibetan Refugee Association and
Friends of Tibet (lndia) have organized a 24-hour hunger
strike beginning 5 p.m. today to coincide with the visit to
the city of the Prime Minister of Communist China Mr. Zhu
Rongji.

Even while welcoming him and his delegation to
this city, we express our solidarity with the hunger strikers
whose aim is to draw the attention of the citizens of Mumbai
to Communist Chinese imperialism and their oppressive
regime in occupied Tibet.

The People's Republic of China is part of the
"Coalition against Terror". How hollow its protestations are
can be gauged from the fact that their oppression in Tibet
amounts to nothing less than cultural genocide of the
Tibetan people where the Tibetans have become a minority
in their own nation. The Chinese Communists have made
Tibet a dumping ground for nuclear waste. As the Dalai
Lama noted in his March 10, 2001 statement, "the situation
inside Tibet it seems is almost hopeless in the face of
tncreasrng repression, envrronrnerrtal destructrurr, arrd
alarming developments undermining the identity and culture
of Tibet as a result of massive transfer of Chinese rnto

of Tibet

Tibetan areas".

We unequivocally condemn the Chinese action
which is nothing short of state terror. lronically the People's
Republic of China is a part of the USA-sponsored "Coalition

against Terror". A tragedy of gigantic proportions is
unfolding in front of our very eyes where the whole Tibetan
nation is sought to be wiped off the face of the earth. lt
is tragic that while the Middle East or Kosovo or Chechnya
or Kashmir has attracted worldwide attention, few so-called
liberty loving nations seem to care about the despolation
of Tibet.

The Hunger strike is a symbolic protest by a peace-

loving and non-violent people.

M. A. Rane
President,
Citizens for Democracy,
Bombay Branch.

Yogesh Kamdar
lJaliottal'u/rcc li isiii:irl,
People's Union for Civil Liberties.

T. K. SomaiYa
Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal

S. V' Raju
President

lndran Liberal GrouP
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Tsurrdue managed to evade the
strong police cordon at the Oberoi
Torvers in which Zhu Rongji was
residing, and clambering up to the
tenth floor unfurled a banner
demarrd Tibetan freedom. as a

striking and visible form of protest.

It is time that we let the
world knorv that those fleeing Tibet
irrcluding the Dalai Lama have been
given readv refuge in Irrdia and that
urrder Iudiarr law they are

It was a great blunder indeed to have introduced
'Village Panchayat Raj' in regions, where over 60%
of the people are totally illiterate.

Kangaroo courts set up by village panchayats are
mushrooming in some districts of U.P. Justice is
administered by these panchayats with utter disregard
for the rule of law. These village panchayat members
have not even heard of the rule of law, let alone our
lndian Penal Code, Criminal and Civil Procedure
Codes. They are not even aware of the existence of
our courts! For them, their kangaroo court is the
Supreme Court against the judgement of which there
is no appeal for these poor villagers! These panchayats
have no judicial powers, and yet, they have arrogated
to themselves judicial powers!

Heinous crimes are being perpetrated against women
by members of some of these village panchayats in
U.P. which have set up their kangaroo courts. Here
are a few sample cases (illustrative, but not exhaustive)
reported in the press recently:

"l A boy and a girl (both adults), belonging to
different castes, married against the wishes of their
parents, in Alinagarka-Majra village, U.P. The
kangaroo court set up by the panchayat members
of this village and parents of this couple ordered
the hanging of this couple unanimously and
executed this couple in public on 6th August 2001.

2. An unwed mother was sentenced to death on
1Sth August this year in another village called
Devipur, Kushinagar district, U.P. by panchayat
members of this village with the approval of the
parents of this unwed mother The girl's father
vras first ordered to kill his darrqhter, and wherr
he refused to do so, one panchayat member sat
on her chest and went on hammering her head

perrnitted to demonstrate within
the requirements of security and
diplornatic convention.

It would be an interesting
exercise to ascertain the wishes of
the Tibetarr people through a

neutral body under UN auspices to
determine whether these peace
loving people rvant Independence
or wish to rernain under Cl'rinese
rule.

We in India rvho enjoy
freedom must continue to support
with vigour the aspirations of the
people of Tibet.

For its part, Freedom Firsf has,
time and again, drawrr the attention
of its readers to the corrtinuing rape
of Tibet and the systematic
destruction of the culture and the
people of Tibet.

MAJOR GENERAL (Retd.) EUSTACE
D'SOUZA (PVSNI) is a regular contributor
lo Freedom First.

Panchayat Raj - with a difference
Mind-boggling Atrocities against Women by U.P. Kangaroo Courts.

in full public view with an iron rod till she died, for
sullying the image of this village! ln fact, these
panchayat members and their kangaroo courts have
sullied the image of our entire country by their mind-
boggling and inhuman brutalities!

3. A scheduled caste boy married a girl of a higher
caste in Khandravali village, U.P. The village
panchayat members executed them in a brutal
manner. Their throats were slit in broad daylight in
public in August last, by a crude farm implement
called 'Ganda'

4. ln Muzaffarnagar, U.P. on 30th March this year at
11 a.m., a young couple was hacked to death by
the village panchayat members, with the approval
of the couple's parents, for marrying outside their
castel

Our Supreme Court should take suo rnoto action
on all these incidents reported in the press. The guilty
members of these panchayats, who held kangaroo
courts, and executed the young couples, with the
approval of their parents, for marrying outside their caste
or community, should all be lined up against a wall and
shot dead without any mercy, after a fair summary trial.
The guilty parents too should be similarly punished, after
a fair summary trial.

Let us hope some enterprising film producer will
venture to produce a film based on these incidents
reported in the press. Such a film will be a box office
hit, creating social awareness among our socially
backward people

Are you listerrtrrg, Mr Sltekhar Kapoor and Mr.

Shvam Benegal? Bollywood?

F-reedont I,-irst,lattuctrv-IIorch 2002

S. S. Bankeshwar
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Civil Liberties and Civil Society in India
Prasenjit Maiti

So the expansion of lndia's civil society has made lndians less certain of
the transformative power of the federal state and more confident of the

power of the individual and local community.

Part XVIII of India's
Constitution allows the state to
suspend cirril liberties and the
exercise of certain federal norms
during the President's Proclamation
of Emergency. The Constitution
provides fr>r the following
emergencies: a threat by "war or
external aggression" clr by "internal
disturbances", a "f ailure of
constitutional machirrery" in the
coulltry or in a component state and
a threat to the finaucial security of
the nation or a part of it. Under the
f irst two emergencies, the
Fundamental liights - with the
exception of protection of life arrd
personal liberty - t'rra1r [rs suspended
along r,r'ith clther federal norms.
Arry Proclamatiorr of Emergency,
hor.r'ever, automatically lapses after
a couple of months if not approved
earlier by both Houses of tl're Union
Parliament.

Thc. Presiderrt call evell
clisr.niss a state govenrrnent if it can
be ascertained, upon receipt of a

report from the state Governor, that
the constitutional machinerv has
broken down thereirr. This is also
krrorvn as the Presiclent's Rule as

tht-, l)residerrt of lnrJia calt assullre
(,ln_v ()r all ftrrrctitrns of the state
gtrvernnrent, trarrsfer tlie powels ot
lhe state [-egislative Assernbiv to
th,, l'ltrlitltr.'pt rrr ;trlrlpf irlllq.;"
; )l('.1:tl l es l lr'( pSSii fV l i ke .'tlSl tr'ttsiltt.
iu r.r'hole ()r in part, r'tf thtr
(lonstittrtion antl !ts feclr'ral n()ruts.

Ilowever, President's Rule cannot
interfere rvith the exercise of
authority b)' the state's Higl-r C.urt.
Once approved, Presiderrt's Rule
ordinarily continues for six months,
but it may be eveu extended up tcr

one year if the Parlian-rent ratifies.
In exceptional cases like insurgency
in Jamnru and Kashmir during the
early and mid-l990s, President's
Rule had continued for nrore tharr
five years.

President's Ilule has been
used ten tin'res during the tenure of
Prime Ministers Jawaharlal Nehru
and Lal Bahadur Shastri, from 1947

to 1966. Under Indira Gandhi's
(daughter of Nehru) trvo stirrts as

Prirne Minister (1966-77 arrcl 1980-

84), President's Rule was used
forty-one times. Despite Indira
Gandhi's frequent use of President's
Rule, she rvas in power longer (187

nronths) than arrv clther IncJian
I'rirne Minister apart flor-n Nehru
(201 mon ths). Other I'rime
Ministers have also frequently taken
recourse to this authoritarian and
anti-federal neasure: Mclrarji Desai
(eleven times in tn'enty-eight
n"rontlrs), Chaudhu11, Chara n Singh
(five tinres in less thtrn six nronths),
llajiv Cl.rrrdlri (eig,ht tirlcs iu sirty-
otre ntorrths), Vishrvanatlr ['ratap
Singh (trvo tirles in eievetr uronths),
(-'lr;rrtdr.rsltr'l.lhirr 1fr,in' ti rr."; itr

Srryt'lr ltli)r)tlrs) ari.i i'.\r. Nirr,tsirtilra
llarr (nine tinres irr his first f t'rrt\r-tn'o
rrronths in offict').

I'-recclorn liirst Janttat-v- lV arc lt 2002

State of Emergency has been
proclairned three times since India's
Independence ("i.947). The first was
irr 1962 during the Chinese
Aggression. Arrother was declared
in 1977 during the Bangladesh War.
The rrext Er-rrergency n'as imposed
ln 1975 to stem political opposition
to Indira Gandhi.

The Indiarr state has
authclritariall po\4/ers underpinned
b)' such constitutional provisions
for Proclamation of Emergencv and
President's Rule. The Preventive
Detention Act n'as passed irr i950
and remairred in force until 1970.

Shortly after the Proclamation of
Enrergency irt 1962, the government
passed the Defence of lndia Act.
This law provided for the Defence
of India Rules (DIR) that allow for
preventirre detention of individuals
who have acted or who are likely
to act in a l-llallrler detrimental to
public order and natiorral security.
The Defence of India llules rn'ere

again in-rposed during the
Bangladesh War. Thev remained in
force everr after the war had ended
and were invoked, arnong other
ilrstances, for arrests t-nade during
a tratiorrr'r'ide railroad strike in 1974.

Th't lvlain teltallce tlf Iuteru.rl
Secr-rrity At'r (lt)71) (.MlSA) also

l.rr.r'idC:; frrl 1.11'1','t.,1ivp rJetetrtirltr.
'l'his r.vas rct,itlttl'recl ciuring ihe
lL)75-77 lir.ttergencl, to alllrlv 1l1s

g()\'clllnrenI t() .lrresI irlt]ii'icltrals
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without mentioning charges. Tens
of thousands of opposition
politicians were arrested under the
Defence of India Rules and the
MISA, including the leaders of the
future Janata Party government.
Soon after the Janata government
came to power in 7977, Parliament
passed the Forty-fourth
Amendment Bill that revised the
domestic circumstances cited in
Article 352 from "internal
disturbance" to "armed rebellion."
Parliament also repealed the
Defence of India Rules and the
MISA. However, after the Congress
(lndira) returned to power in 1980,
Parliarnent passed the National
Security Act authorizing security
forces to arrest individuals without
warrant on suspicion of action that
subverts national security, public
order and essential economic
services. The Essential Services
Maintenance Act of 1981 allows the
government to ban strikes and
lockouts in sixteen economic sectors
that provide critical goods and
services. The Fifty-ninth
Amendment ( 1988), restored
"internal disturbance" in place of
"armed rebellion" as the just cause
for any proclamation of Emergency.

The Khalistan Movement in
Punjab in the 1980s provoked
additional authoritarian laws. In
1984 Parliament passed the
National Security Amendment Act
that allows security forces to detain

prisoners for up to one year. The
1984 Terrorist Affected Areas
(Special Courts) Ordinance
provided security forces in Punjab
with unprecedented powers of
detention, and also permitted secret
tribunals to try suspected terrorists.
The 1985 Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA)
provided for capital punishment
and empowered authorities to tap
telephones, censor mail and
conduct raids when individuals are
considered to pose a threat to the
unity and sovereignty of the nation.
The law renewing the TADA in
1987 provided for in-camera trials,
and reversed the legal presunption
of innocence if the government
produces specific evidence linking
a suspect to any terrorist act. In
March '1988, the Fifty Ninth
Amendment increased the period
that an emergency can be in effect
without legislative approval from
six months to three years, and did
away with the assurance of due
process of law and protection of life
and liberty with regard to Punjab
(Articles 20 and 21). These rights
were subsequently restored in 1989
by the Sixty-third Amendment.

Political participation in India
has been transformed in many ways
since the 1950s. New social groups
have entered the political arena and
begun to use their political
resources to shape the political
process. Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes, earlier excluded
from politics because of their
position at the bottom of India,s
social hierarchy, have begun to take
advantage of the opportunities
presented by India's democracy.
Women and environmentalists
constitute new political categories
while the spread of social
movements and voluntary
organizations has shown that
despite the difficulties of India,s
political parties and state
institutions, the country's federal
democracy continues to prosper.

An important aspect of this
rise of civil society is the expansion
of non-governmenta I organizations.
To an extellt, this has been
sponsored by the Indian state. For
instance, the central government's
Seventh Five-Year Plan (1985-ti9)
recognized the contribution of
NGOs in facilitating development
and substantially raised their
funding. The 1987 survey of 7273
NGOs found that 47 percent
received funding from the central
government. NGOs have also
received overseas donations.
Certain NGOs even cooperate with
the central government to
implement public policies like
poverty alleviation in a

decentralized manner. Other NGOs
like the Association for Protection
of Democratic Rights or the
People's Union for Civil Liberties
act as watchdogs of India's civil
society. NGOs also try to enhance
the political awareness of different
social groups, encouraging them to
demand their rights and resist
social injustice.

Beginning in the 7970s,
activists began to form broad-based
sociaI nrovernerrts tha t cl.rampicxred
social interests so long neglected by
tire state and polititai pratl.ie>. ^'i

case in point is the farmers'
movenrent that has organized
hundreds of thottserucls of

lnterbellum Sflenf Legis (The Law sleeps during a war)

Ordinances are always bad, as they bypass the representative voice of
Parliament. ln this instance, TADA, a draconian law, is replaced by an even
more draconian ordinance, which could have awaited the reconvening of
Parliament, when dissenting voices could have modified the worst aspects of
the legislation. one must grant that an extraordinary situation does exist in
Kashmir and calls for laws which can prevent or punish terrorism adequately.
However, the muzzling of the Press cannot be justified, whatever the Emergency.
under the Ordinance, a reporter who happens to interview a terrorist, will have
to inform the policc oI lris actiorr:. irr't tcctiuri oI suurues ic ur;c oI tlre pillars r.,i
Press Freedom. Not any more.

Dr. Louella Lobo Prabhu.

Freedotn First January-March 2002



demonstrators in the National
Capital Territory of New Delhi,
demanding higher prices on
agricultural commodities and more
investment in rural areas. Members
of Scheduled Castes led by the Dalit
Panthers have reasserted the
identity of former Untouchables.
Women now interact and exchange
ideas in order to define and
promote women's issues.
Environmental activism like the
Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save

the River Narmada Movement) has

also emerged, comPelling the
government to be more resPonsive
to environmental issues and
redefining problematics of
development, displacement and
democracy by accommodation of
indigenous cultures, and
sustainable development.

With its comPetitive
elections, relatively independent
judiciary, media watch and civil

society, India continues as a

democratic federal system. Still,
India's democracy is uuder stress.

Political power within the Indian
state has become centralized at a

time when India's civil societY has

become mobilized along the
country's multicultural axes. India's
political parties are also in crisis.
The Indian National Congress has

been in a state of decline. The ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party, although it
has a stronger party organization,
is yet to transcend the limits of its
Hindu nationalist agenda and
formulate a program that would
appeal to India's plural society. The

Janata Dal continues to suffer from
lack of leadership and factional
warfare.

So the expansion of India's
civil society has made Indians less

certain of the transformative Power
of the federal state and more
confident of the power of the

individual and local community.
This development has shifed a
larger share of the initiative for
resolving India's social problems
from the state to the civil society.
Fashioning party and state
institutions that would
accommodate the multiple interests
that are now being mobilized in
Indian society is the rnajor challenge
confronting Indian federal polity in
the new millennium.

MR. PRASENJIT MAITI, Department of
Political Science Burdwan University, India
and ex-Research Associate Institute of
Federalism. University of Fribourg,
Switzerland.

Was Hanuman lnternational
Terrorist No.1 ?

Mr. Rajendra Yadav, editor of the
well-known Hindi monthly'HANS' in
his article has dubbed Hanuman as
the first international terrorist in the
world, who sets Sri Lanka on fire!
He has obviously not studied
Ramayana at all. Hanuman went to
Sri Lanka to rescue Sita from
Ravana's captivity in a commando
operation and not to set Sri Lanka
on fire. When his tail was set on fire

by Ravana, Hanuman had onlY four
options:

1. Enter into a dialogue with
Ravana. (lt would have been as

futile as Prime Minister
Vajpayee's dialogue with
President Musharaff);

2. To seek diplomatic suPPort
(There was no UNO at that
time!)

3. To suffer silently till he was burnt
to death:

4. To retaliate in the onlY waY he
could under the circumstances
and rightly so.

Can you call Hanuman's action as

an act of terrorism?

Mrs. Suman Bankeshwar
M S KilPadY

Mrs. Smita Chandaver
ivirs. Saviia l(ar rlar.l

Mira Road, Thane District'
Maharashtra

Reject POTO in Toto

This All lndia conference of the lndian Radical Humanist Association

held at Karad District, Satara in Maharashlra on 24-25th November, 2001

condemns unreservedly the backdoor enactment of The Prevention of Terrorism

ordinance 2001 (POTO) by the NDA government without taking the citizens

into confidence and without getting it passed as an Act by Parliament.

This Conference is of the view that POTO is a revised version of TADA'

containing worse provisions such as section 18 underwhich the Government

of lndia has already declared certain organizations as terrorist organizations

under PoTO without giving any opportunity to defend themselves. Besides

the list is biased, as it excludes certain organizations belonging to the majority

community.

This Conference recalls the experience that TADA was grossly misused

particularly against the minority communities giving rise to harassment and

was therefore repealed on the demand of a number of citizens.

This conference is of the definite view that POTO like TADA will be

definitely misused by the ruling parties, the bureaucracy and the police in

view of the vague definition of the term Terrorist and vast discretionary powers

conferred on the police and other executive authorities, resulting in large scale

deprivation of human rights of the citizens and also rampant corruption.

This Conference therefore calls upon the citizens to oppose PO.IO

and upon every Member of the Parliament to reject Polo in toto and refuse

to pass it as an enactmenl.

Freedom First January-March 2002
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ections Serious and Facetious

Louella Lobo prabhu

The Gospel According to Marx!
The Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongi was recently

in Bangalore, India, when he gave instantaneous permission
for Inforsys to set up a unit in Shanghai. The insincereity
of this gesture must be read with the fact that plane loads
of armaments were delivered to Pakistan almost about the
same time as China and Pakistan pledged their mutual
friendship and solidarity!

Zhu also wanted to study systems law, administration
and the like. This is fruitless, and would even be adverse
to Chinese productivity. It is the only nation that has been
able to achieve an economic breakthrough, without the
corresponding reforms that shattered the communist regimes
in Eastern Europe.

A senior member of India's Parliament, who has
visited China eight times, mentioned that when a factory

accepts an export order, units of the Red Guards, are present
throughout the working day, to see that targets are
maintained. If you go out street-shopping, items like pens
are sold by the dozen, not individually. I have noticed that
China's exports are not ideologically based. Though Marx
and Mao agreed that religion is the opium of the people,
some of my most beautiful radium statues of the crucifix;
the Infant Jesus, and the Virgin Mary, are of Chinese
manufacture. I have also bought, in Mangalore, some
wonderfully designed towels, which, however, have to be
used as ornamental chair rests, as they are pitifully thin in
texture. The Church, in China, is rather, tite the Church in
England. While allowing the Sacraments of the Church to
be dispensed, Bishops are chosen by the State. However, it
is reassuring to know, that religion, in whatever fashion,
is allowed to exist, diluting the Gospel according to Marx.

Requiem for Ashok Kumar
Indian Cinema has lost a great hero in Ashok Kumar

(Ganguly), who passed away after a 3-year illness, at the
age of 90, on December 10th. Like Maurice Chevalier, his
career spanned six decades, well into his 80's. He came to
films reluctantly, when Himansu Rai of Bombay Talkies
asked him to play a role opposite the sophisticated Devika
Rani, who spoke fluent English. He did play the role, and
against his will, became a star. Stardom was thrust upon
him - his family (Bengali, settled in Madhya Pradesh), was
keen on his following the legal profession. He never typecast
himself in the many roles he played, and was an "anti-hero",
long before Amitabh Bachchan and Shah Rukh Khan made
this genre their speciality. Despite being advised that "good
guy" roles alone were good for his image, he even played
downright villains.

He appeared on the filmi scene before yellow

journalism turned its spotlight on the lives and loves of stars.
But friends from the industry, remembering him, all record
his warm, genial and human personality. Few people are
remembered in their private and public personae as being
competent on the sets, and lovable in human interaction.
No breath of scandal touched his long acting career.

I personally remember one of his kind acts: His
daughter Bharati Ganguly, was acting in a play staged by
my school, the Convent of Jesus and Mary. The part required
her to show a bald pate, as the villain, and she had long
luxuriant hair, beyond the amateur make-up capabilities of
the staff. The make-up man looked after Bharati's makeup,
and gave a professional touch to the other players, as well.
I never met him, but the above act is a testimony of his
generous spirit.

Some Stray Thoughts on Women

Three nights running, Star TV has shown us a mixed-
caste couple, hanged before the very eyes of their parents.
An inter-caste couple, separated, with the girl in fear of her
lifc. In both thc casc-s, thc village panchayat (all malc)
presided ovcr these decisions. In yet orrc mtrre case, a girl
ti ii.r rr rr5 llr(il i ii:ci as a .ittici, ,"r.rs 6oirrg i!) r !-Jurn lrrr
husband, having comc of age. At this point, ;rn infant was
fottrrd, and its maternity ascribed to her. She wtrs beatcrr
to death, outsidc her hut, with her stricken Frarents watching

death unfold before their eyes. The police did not come. This
is Uttar Pradesh, India.

In Sri Larrka, lndta was represented by Chokila lyer,
at a me'eting of Foreign fucretaries in the South Asian Region.
rire .ilriulttcLl trerseit !'cry rvcli. ihrs rs also Incira. ijr L,at,

hrdia, though eveu urban Irrdia is not without its cluota of
dowry deaths.
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In Indonesia, Meghawati has taken over as President.

It is a paradox of India and the rest of Asia, that they accePt

women leaders, but the position of women remain low. All
these Asian women "leaders" have attained office through
a connection with a powerful male relative. They did not

climb up on their own. Mrs. Gandhi did come to power
tlrrough her father, but a recent lndia Today poll showed
people yearning for l'rer strong leadership again, despite the

shadow of the Emergency. Meanwhile, Vajpayee and Sonia,

though having slipped several notches in popularity, still
remain one and two, on the popularity scale, and great
enthusiasm has been generated by Priyanka Vadra's visit
to Amethi, with her 11-month old baby, Rehan Vadra
(Gandhi?). He is already being described as a princeling,
and the Congress pins its hope on their as yet inarticulate
marvel, who is no different from any other child' "An infant
crying in the night, and with no language but a cry".

Who Witl judge the |udges?

Ms. Arundhati Roy is having a bad time ztis a ais the

Supreme Court, which has framed a possible charge of
contempt against her. This law has becn invo\ed, quite often
lately; one of the early victims being a Secretary to the

Government of Karnataka. Deve Gowda, all praise to him
for that, went to Delhi several times, achrally shedding tears,

but the Secretary had to suffer imprisonment the Court had

prescribed. Star TV therefore took up a very pertinent issue,

in its debate, "Judging the Judges". The participants werc

former Chief fustice Ahmedi, former Attorney General, Mr'
Ashok Desai, and Ms. Indira Jai Singh, Supreme Court
Advocate. The last walked away with the show, exuding
wit, vivacity, and the capacity to pack the unforgiving
minute, with a virtual fountain of speech.

These were some of the conclusions which emerged:

1. Justice Ahmedi said that Judges are highly over worked.

A tempo full of reading material is reached to his house

every day.

2. Pay and Pension, as written into the Constitution, hardly

leaves a retired Judge with money to pay a driver, on

the pension he receives.

3. Ms. Jai Singh deplored the fact that mernbers of the

Judiciary tend to come from the elite classes, not
knowing the pain and discrimination litigants have

suffered.

4. At times, there seems to be a direct nexus between the

position of a sitting judge, and the practice of a near

relation, especially someone operating from his very
home.

5. That the income of a lawyer should not be the test of
his competence for elevation.

Many lawyers of great competence, who do public
interest litigation, have immense practice without a

corresponding bank balance.

All were agreed that since the Government appoints
the judges, it cannot effectively discipline them. The

Parliamentary procedure for impeachment is extreme, and

no clear viewpoirrt can emerge from a splintered Parliament.

The Judges, like the Press, must evolve their orvn code of

conduct, so that their invulnerability does not make tirem

arbitrary and arrogant. The contempt of Court procedure
should be used with great restraint.

Ethics Wanted in the Financial Sphere

The Finance Ministry, and the Reserve Bank have

decided to cut the rate of interest on Employees' Provident

Fund, Public Provident Fund, and other various funds. The

rate has effectively come down ftom'127o to 9.SVo currently,
with a further drop threatened by the Ministry. Unilateral
altcratiorr of a contract vitllatcs thc lalv of contracts. Whcn

one ptrts onc's funds in a scheme offering a cc'rtain rate of
irrttrcst, thirt ratt' shorrld apply till nratrrrity.

-l'hc cotrtitrttotls Llr)\\'lt\\'itrLl sltiral t'f rlrh's, has hit llartl

Pullsl()llers atttl irxecl itrcot].le grotti-rs r"'irtr lOtttrcl itr batlk t-ates

as thcy useLl t() Lrc, sccttrity, litltriciity, ancl a failly cleccrri

rctttrtr. Slrarcs.trc ottt. Govcrtrntent is rcncr:ing on its
principal coutractttal ctrttturitt-tteuts. Whcre is tht' iuvcstor

to go? Investnrent in government bonds has the further
disadvantage, that returns are not monthly or quarterly, but

once or twice a Year.

'l'hc l'rofessional Tax is being hikcd from Rs'2,500 to

Its.7,500 pcr inclivicltral, irrcspt'ctir,'c of how wc'll or badly

that individual is doing in his or her profession' This is a

sop to thc Statc'govc-rnmetrt lrltt not ttl thc Pt:rsons taxed

I t',r'a s ltt'licvt-cl tr'lrr.'lr tlris'Jor,'r:rtrtlrclrt took tlfficc,

that It tvotrlcl tttove to a bto.tcl basc n'ith lon t.rx.rttotr' lt

htrs, irrstcad, tlffcred tls, a sollle',1'hat [rrtlaclcr base,

r-rndoubtcdly, but n'ith highcr taxatiot.t.

90 F' r,-'cd ont Il i rs l.,l ct.rt t t ct rt' - trf o rt I t 2002



Re-Writing History

History is the study, of things from our hoary past,
Which historians, in their best judgement set down:
Although it may happen that a ruling power,
The whole of the Truth may endeavour to drorvn.

To re-write old history is patently bad:
For the next regime, could also, as well,
Re-write History from its own point of view,
And then where, would the Truth, really dwell?

The facts should be written without any bias,
Without fear and without favour too -
So that young people's minds are not rendered confused,
And can come to tl'reir own point of ','iew.

Knowledge, should be open. for free winds to blow,
Not moulded, by regimes, which may come and may go.

Author's Note:

1. It is reported in the Nerp Indian Expres.s that Mr. Murli

Manohar Joshi is trying to get standard texts of Indian
History revised, to correct the anti_Brahmanical slant
of Romila Thapar and three other authors. Their crime
was the contention that the Vedic people ate beef and
had animal sacrifice. They also appear to give the
impression that Brahmins subtly moulded the mindset
of the post-Vedic age, bringing in vegetarianism, as a
part of the superior status they gradually came to claim.
Today's Brahmins are the new Dalits of the post_Mandal
order. They have to compete on merit for the few seats
left in education, and government service. Much as it
pleases many people, to hate them for devising the
Manuvadi paradigm, the fact remains that their gene
pool, conditioned by centuries of intellectual pursuit _
is superior. However, the remarks made by Romila
Thapar are factually true. And whether it is the re-
writing of history - by the Left or the BJP - ,,doctoring,,

history is bad per se.

2. I have, for the most part, used the complex anapestic
meter, with the occasional imbaic foot.

The Nobel, V. S.

India always rejoices when an Indian, or a person
of Indian origin, wins a major foreign honour. Sir V. S.
Naipaul, Nobel Laureate, traces his roots to India, and his
country-of-origin, feels justly proud of him. In fact, he has
be.en a British citizen for 50 years, and is considered a part
of the British Literary Establishment, though the thcme. of
his books, finally borders on rootlessness - the relentless
search for an identity. He finds this, not in countries -
Trinidad, India or Britain - but in his own creative sub-
conscious. Coincidentally, one of his early titles, " A House

for Mr. Bisutas", was published in 1961. It is exactly 40 years
later, than he has won the Nobel. The Booker Prize was a
significant signpost along the rvay, and in 1991, his
kuighthood bv the Queerr.

His literary output rs not large, but it encompasses
nany genres, of r,r'hich the most meaningful has been " Antong
the Belieuers", a study of lslam in the Middle East. It tumed
out to be quite a prophetic volume, and is particularly
relevant today. With his fine sense of nuance, he senses the
phenomenon shaping under his eyes. The Nobel Academy
reft'rred to his prose style: an instrumerrt of precisirtrr, fincly
ttrned to tlrc needs of the subjcct.

Sir Viriv.r is trot 1)L.r'srrrally a brrin6 iif "slr'cctncss,rnrl
light". FIc n'rotc publicl],;rborrt thc fact that E. M. Forster
"..r "i;.rr', .'.ir:i. lr.- l,i;;,. ,1, . .... -.1 - i.'o -,,1: ,,;,1...
anti h.rvirrg ilanriu6;rfiairs, cir-rring this marri.rge to his
reccritly dr,.rd u'iftr: a bright girl rvhonr hr. nrct rltrrinr his

Naipaul and India

literary studies in Oxford.

In fact it is naive to expect that those who create heroic
characters, are themselves cast in the mould they made. It
is enough that they give us reading pleasure. Sir Vidya
certainly has.

Republic Day 2002

Republic Day 2002,
We need an introspect to do.
Were our Cor-rstitutiorr-makers here bday,
I wonder what they would think;
what they rvould say?
They would be sad: The nation is astray.

Partition which brought two nations to birth,
With blood has bespattered our precious earth.
Eyeball to eyeball, two nations, near the front.
r\rc straining onc anothcr to confront ...

14/ith trarns quite full of food, the people cry.
"I)o not lct trs, from iaminc dic".

l''ll ::' ,trl:.i'lld: "'. ll' lll.,, 
-lll. 

lnl,]'lT:1:': '1"

Freedom First Januat'y-March
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Debate
Harm That Bad English Does

Sharad Bailur's article on bad English (Freedom First,

July-September 2001) in the meciia is interesting. it is, however,
felt that the discussion needs to be modified ancl enlarged
to include factors which affect the quality of our English press.

Sharad Bailur has correctly pointed out that conditions
in India are not conducive for entry of competent entrants
into journalism. This lacuna can to some extent be overcome
by dedication and hard work in a fair and free environment
rvhere competence is rewarded. Such suitable conditions are

to be created by the top management. Unfortunately, the
fourth estate, which is supposed to represent free and
democratic society, has been converted into money spinning
machines and publishes for the highest bidder' In other words,
lofty ideals have become a victim of human greed. This
situation is hardly conducive to creating an environment of
excellence in journalism.

Our journalists have not lagged behind. They have
taken a cue from the top management and are functioning
according to prevalent ','alttes of the society with instances

of corruption coming to light inspite of massive cover up
operation of the press. Considering the present situation in
the country, we cannot see any improvement in our journalism
in the foreseeable future. We even suspect that some of our
media on occasions act at the behest of forces inimical to India.

These journalists by default become our intellectuals
and are supposed to analyse India's problems and suggest
solutions. Failure of our so-called "think tanks" on this front
is too evident to warrant any detailed discussion.

Satish Oberoi, Ahmedabad.

Smt. Pramila Dandavate

ln the passing away of Smt. Pramila Dandavate, lndia has lost a graceful women's activist, social worker

and a model politician. She had a Master's Degree in the Fine Arts.

I had the opportunity and the privilege of working with her for a few years. I met her for the first time in
1978 at her residence in Dadar, a suburb in Mumbai. She was totally unassuming, an attribute rarely seen in VlPs.

Her husband Mr. Madhu Dandavate was then a senior Cabinet Minister. My friends and I used to discuss with her
poll strategies for the 1978 Assembly elections and later the civic elections. She allowed us to have our own way
of campaigning in constituencies where people disliked not only loud noise but long windbags. Later, we had the
privilege of working for her when she stood as a candidate for the Lok Sabha. She won the election and very
graciously acknowledged our contribution to her success.

She won many admirers by her straight forward simple manner of speaking. Her supporters posed her many

interesting issues and the audience enjoyed her debating skills and frank replies.

After hearing her speak at a seminar on women's issues and quota for women in Parliament, I posed her

the question of quality of women parliamentarians rather than quantity. She readily agreed that mere quantity will
not do.

Her success in social activities, championing women's rights and in the hurly burly of politics was due to her

simple, gracefulway of speaking. This skillwon the hearts of the rural illiterate and the educated urban alike. Her

deeds and words reflected her concern for real issues and her sincere efforts to solve them.

ln her demise, lndia has lost an honest public figure, who loved the Fine Arts. Rest ln Peace, Pramilaji
Heart-felt condolences to Professor Shri Madhu Dandavate.

R. Ramakrishnan

lf corruption grows at this rate, the State must perish one day.

C. Rajagopalachari,
J,,"t.ijyu, n1r, ii 0, i 3iJ.)
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South Korea : When East Meets West
Manuwant Choudhury

Democracy and Human Rights are Universal Values

any democracy. His father was jailed fighting for democratic rights in
and he, only 12 years of age, rvas placed Singapore) said, "That gives me an idea.
in a detention camp from where he I will return to Singapore and tell my
escaped to the Philippines and then military to take over and make me
America. Now he is a chemical President but don't kill anyone and
engineer leading a happy married life people will be hnppy." And of course
but never forgetting his dream of a our friend John Coronel, executive
democratic Vietnam. Friends from director, Council of Asian Liberals &
Burma cannot return home because of Democrats, made strong protests. And
an oppressive military junta there even it was an achievement for democracy
as Aung San Suu Kyi fights that we got the Pakistani delegates
relentlessly. In Cambodia where they themselves to reject the 'military
don't even have internet access because regime' in their country. To us there is
the government has blocked them - you little difference between a dictatorship
only get the official government site! or a military regime. Or can military

dictatorships be'democratic'?
I was on the political working

group and we chose to focus on those A visit to the Blue House was
countries which did not have any the highlight of the visit - the
democracy, those which had military Presidential Palace of Korean President
regimes and dictatorsl'rips, Tibet, and Kim Dae-Jung, also recipient of the
those which had elections but where Nobel Peace Prize for reducing tension
democratic rights were suppressed. between South and North Korea. He
Wrile we remembered Afghanistan and told us of his own struggle against the

the entire middle-east non-democracies military regime in South Korea and the
we concentrated on those countries reason why he thinks it is critical that
who were represented at the workshop. democracy be strengthened in Asia.

Kim Dae'-Jung still suffers from the
But even our draft resolution torture inflicted on him by the military'

met with opposition in the plenary He also spoke to us on his 'Sunshine

sc'ssion. Delegates from Pakistan Policy'- unification of North and South
opposed the use of the term'rnilitary Korea, voiciug the aspiratious of
dictatorship' in Pakistan. They said divided Koreaus. A visit to Kwangju
General Parvez Musharraf was not a cemetery where those killed in the pro-
'dictator', that the military coup was democracy uprising of May 18, 1980,

'bloodless' and that people in Pakistan are buried. We understand better what
are 'happy'. Such defence of military President Kim was talking about. A
regimes in a workshop on democracy photo-museum there is a must see . It
was unthinkabte. Emil Kirja, Secretary has photographs of the many killed in
General of the International Federation the uprisirrg and no there is no

of Liberal and Radical Youth, said, "The censorship - the photos reflect brutal
entirc world knows that Pakistan has opprt-ssion. Tanks on the streets,
a r-nilitary dietaiorship. If tlris ordirrari'frrlk and str"tdcrlts trcins
confcrence chooscs nttt to conde'mn it huddled onto trttcks, manv being shot
,: .,, ,,1 ! I l I 1, ,r. I..",'f,'r fr,.,..irrnrLltell r i.\,iir\,

clisaPpplnlccl'" Jarnts C()nrcz fr()ll1 has tr prict'lvlricli thc Korcans havc

Think Cctrtrr. irr Sinr:apore (hc is paiil and sl its ttot sLrrPrisil-tg that r't'hcn

Images of New York - hijacked
airplanes crashing into the twin towers
of the World Trade Centre - it will be
difficult to forget September 11. A
nightmare on television. This clearly
shook the world from its stupor but at
least for many of us who had just
returned from the 5th Young Leaders
Workshop on 'Democracy and Human
Rights in South Korea' we were already
a worried lot. We young people from
Asian countries who gathered in Seoul
to take stock of democracy and rights
in Asia (not as Western or eastern
values but as universal values), we not
only got first hand accounts of people
fighting for democracy against all odds
but we also had to battle our way to
evolve a consensus on issues that some
of us liberals thought needed no
discussion.

Arriving at Incheon
International Airport in Seoul even as

I filled my immigration papers I found
the immigration official bowing thrice
before I moved on. I sensed this invite
was not ordinary. We were invited by
the Kim Dae-Jung Peace Foundation.
Driving into Seoul city along the Han
River with its orange bridges, and
ri"'erside prome'nacie and skyscrapt'rs
dwarfed only by the backdrop of the
surrounding mountains, Seoul can
pass-off as a western city. But you
cannot miss the Asian warmth -

Korean's breeze past in their business
jackets and mobile phones but with
enough time for a quick bow and a

smile.

Seoul for me was likc. a window
ttr Asia. My Vietnamcsc fricnd Young
arrivecl frcrm Boston in the United States
(rf 1\ilrrl la(l i)l.!(ltiS|' ne !(llur\)L iurUt tr

hot'ue sincc Victnirnr stiII has a

commutrist gor.crrrmcnt disaIIor.r'int
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they do have a democracy thcy are
taking steps to bring about
transparency in public life.

Entire mountain slopes being
afforested and you don't see shanties
in Korea and the freeways are
comparable to the best in the world,
although I would have loved to take
the dirt track. There must be pockets
of poverty. Mokpo is an interesting sea-

side town - quiet but with a lot many
traditional sea-food eateries. Koreans
eat from a low table while sitting cross-
legged on a floor and the food is exotic
- variety of raw fish and kimchi, which
is fermented, pickled chinese cabbage.
There are hundreds of kimchi varieties.
I remember kimchi was among the few
items I managed to hold with my
chopsticks. And from Mokpo a three
hour catmaran ride over the sea took
us to an island Hongdo where only 500

people live. A one hour boat-ride on
cobalt blue waters around the island
was right out of Discovery Channel -
the rock formations were simply
breathtaking. Back in Seoul you can
take a birds eye view from the Seoul
Tower or go shopping to the 24-hour
shopping mall. And yes the Korean
model is about brand names: Hyundai,
LG, Daewoo, some of the big names,
they are everywhere. Like LG petrol
stations!

And so it was just right to
include the free market economy in our
resolution. While liberals wanted a free-
market economy, amendments were
moved by some delegates for a 'fair
market economy'. So the consensus was
for a free and fair market economy.
Later I did speak to some who pushed
amendments since it was for the first
time I had heard the term 'fair market
economy'but the debate led nowhere
with only Arnab Hazra from the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation and Babar Naseem
Khan from Pakistan understanding
each other. They called it'Institutional
Economics'.

liut nothing teachcs like lifc
itsclf. My l'akistani friends
acconrpanietl nr(. ()lr nrv lcturn flight
(tlrLi .lL -r!\;'., (rlrtr('r, ,, - .rrrr\

I'akistarris, onc Lrusincssr-rran irr a suit
arrcl thc othcr a l)athan in his cthrric
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attire, trying to talk to each other n'ith
little success. My Pakistani friend
Gulmina Bilal, from Rawalpindi who
knew Pashtun, helped out the Pathan
with the check-in but the Pathan who
had p'rurchased trvo blarrkets wanted
another help, 'Call this telephone
number and tell the shopkeeper that
I know he has cheated me.' As we
laughed at this strange request, I

scored my point. Can any'institutional
economics'help this man? A market

is a place where we cheat one another.
I told my Pakistani friends, 'Watch this
man, he will sell these blankets in
Pakistan at a profit and return to Seoul
even before we do.' And right I was.
At Bangkok during transit we saw his
passport was full of visas, except he
hadn't heard of the frequent flier
Program.

MR. MANUWANT CHOUDHURY is a

reporter for NDTV.

Railway Safety

The recent levy on railway passengers, ostensibly for ensuring safe
railway travel, is unjustified. Safety can be ensured by enforcing strict rules
which have been evolved since 1853 when the Railway transport started in
lndia. lt seems that there are about 50 rules to be followed before a main-
line train starts all evolved over decades with one on air passenger safety.
Even a small railway functionary like a bridge inspector can stop the entire
system if he opines that any bridge is unsafe. There are many other safety
measures. Neglect in following them is the main cause of railway accidents.

Renewal of worn out tracks, rolling stock and strengthening or rebuilding
of old bridges is long overdue. The recent bridge collapse disaster near
Kozhikode (Calicut) in Kerala is a red signal to the authorities. lf the present
neglect continues, similar accidents will take place all over lndia.

The constraint for improvements is not funds, but lack of will on the
part of politicians and railway employees.

Unfortunately, the Railways in lndia have become a a milch-cow for
many politicians, bureaucrats and railway employees. lts facilities are used
as free transit camps for political followers and political parties shamelessly
vie with each other in encouraging their followers to travel without tickets
for attending mass rallies.

ln some parts of the country, ticketless travel has become a funda-
mental right, and a lax Railway administration tolerates it.

The top railway brass panders to the whims of politicians, and is busy
enjoying its saloons, foreign tours and other perquisites. Officers down the
line take the line of least resistance. Fleecing of fare-paying passengers and
businessmen who use freight services by railway staff, results in huge loss
of revenue.

Mafia gangs have a free run of many goods yards, and a number of
railway platforms have become housing colonies.

No wonder, railways have no resources and travel has become a hazard,
in spite of enormous managerial and employee capababilites which can give
lndia a world class railway system.

A change can come only when the pubic clamours and compels the
politician and railway authorities to give to the country a good and honest
svstem evolved over nearlv a centurv and a half
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INDIA IN THE NEW MILLENIUM
By P. C. Alexander

Published By
Sonraiya Publications Private Limited. 772, Mumbai Marathi,

Granthasangral-ralaya, Dadar, Mumbai 400 014.

Year of publication: 2001. Number of pages: 281. Price Rs.400.

Reviewed by
Brig. S. C. Sharma (retired) currently working in industry in

managerial posts and as advisor.

The author r.r'as Principal
Secretary to Indira Gandhi. The book
deals with the various aspects of
Indian polity like the Constitution of
India, challenges to the democratic
process, development of political
leadership, economic policies, ethics
and values and human development.
The author expresses satisfaction with
what has been achieved in most of the
areas. There is no discussion on the
mismanagement of the public sector
and inefficiency of capital caused by
the state monopoly of financial
institutions and banks. Nor is tl'rere
any reference to the Emergency
imposed by Indira Gandhi.

The twentieth century was
marked by a consolidation of the
institution of nation states, two world
wars fought with weapons of mass
destruction madc feasible bv the
raprid ad'u'ance of science and
technology and the rise of
comrnunism. Colonialism came to
end giving rise to new independent
nations. Before the close of the
century, r,r'e notice an erosion in the
sovereignty of nation states due to
c'tlrnicity, tribalism and religi<tus
fr-rndamentalism in Asia/Africa and
duc to voluntarv actior-r elscwhere
ur[rcre large economic unions liavc
bec.n frlrmed. The communist systerrt
rn tire u55l( lras collt-rpsco; br-rt tirc
thought of social justice has becomc
a r.nodel for all the statcs. It is ttr be
sccn n'hc'ther the USA n'ill continttt'

to be the dominant military power
and to n'hat extent India and China
will realize their potential to influence
the new century.

Spread of democracy was
another important event of the last
century. India adopted the democratic
model. The Constitution of India is
quasi-federal with a strong center.
Tl're tolvering personalities of national
leaders like Nehru, Patel and Azad
and the authority of the planning
commission have resulted in more
powers to the centre. A reverse trend
has set in due to the rise of regional
parties, defe'ctions and lack of clear
ma jority for any party in the
parliament or assemblies. India lacks
the tradition of parliamentary
democracy. The author has refuted
the thesis of European historians that
prior to the British rule India was
onll' a geographical identity and not
a nation. Through ages India r,r'as

very much a nation base'd on a unique
civilizational identity. The
fundamental rights of dignity,
equality and justice have remained on
paper .The author blames it on the
lack of consciousnr-ss of citizens. This
is not the n'ilrle story. This lacuna has

nruch to clo rvith the failure of otrr
carlicr uatiunal le.rdcrs to rciorm t,hc

f r-rdicial svstent and state control of
ee()li()l]lrc anci finarrcral (rctlvrtlcs.

After indepenclence, the
Gor.'ernnrent of lrtdia opted for
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continuing controls on investment,
foreign exchange and imports to
promote Indian industry. This policy
did bring about entrepreneurial
development in some industries but
had a disastrous effect on India's
share in world trade, since the Indian
industries enjoyed a competition-free
and assured market in India. The
policy was continued too long even
after it became counter-productive
since it suited the politicians and
bureaucrats. Another disadvantage
was that India missed the
technological revolution. The
economic reforms oI '1991-92 u,ere
forced b), th"- desperate situation of
high inflation and low foreign
exchange reserves. This has given a
new impetus to Indian industry.
Agricultural production needs to be

increased to meet the demands of
gror.ving population and industrial
needs. The suggested thrusts are
better management of water
resources, application of science and
technology and importance of non-
crop sectors like livestock.

The principles of sclection,
promotion and conduct of the civil
servants arc well described in the
bcrok. Fcl' lvill agree u'ith him that
thc ci'"'il scrvices in india arc not
bloatecl or that their protlotiou is

L)(rsLLl Ull inurlt. Ailll()sl Lllu L()lltl'i(:te
arbscucc of supercession is a poilitcr
to the lack of nrerit Lrased Prornotiou.
lle lantt'nts tlrc irrlrodut Iitrtl trf
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It's not as though we have anywhere else to go.

She is our only home. If she dies, we die.

Already, we have stripped her of her forests.

Polluted her air and water. Blasted a gaping hole in

her delicate protective atmosphere.

If we continue to live the way we do now, then

by the year 2025, about7lo/o of her rain forests will

be wiped out. Over 50,000 species will be extinct.

40olo of her fertile land will be barren. Her rivers and

seas will turn toxic. Her weather patterns will spin

out ofcontrol.

But if enough concerned, aware people act now,

there is still hope. And what is called for is not

heroic but rathervery simple.

Fr l-ll l-Fhrr r-

I Jr I 
'r 

l-i\\rii{LLriiiru

Check your equipment and your processes

regularly. Recycle waste products. IJse technology

that's environmentally sustainable. On an even

more basic level, don't leave a tap running when

you're not using it. Don't leave lights on when

there's no one in the room. Vrite on both sides of a

sheet of paper. Check your vehicle regularly.

Recycle old plastic bags. Pool your car.

Such simple things, we can all do them. \W'e can

all teach our children to do them.

Start today. Because tomorrow, we may not

have a planet left to save.

/.F\qt
TATA

Vrhit:ls tlnt rltliuer on entistion nonre ahcad oflcgishtion. A4anufacttring procascs dnd dcsigr that 2ru"rt tltt tnuirotrncnt.

A Lamuiotu co-aistence with ccoltgt All part ofTATA Engiucringi driuc touards a healthier phnet.



multiple levels in the civil service. He
has not commented as to what steps
he took as a senior civil servant to
reduce these levels and why should
sanction of the Government be
necessary for the CBI to investigate
and prosecute a civil servant.

The author is well aware of the
difficult situation faced by the civil
servant working under a corrupt
political master. He advises that the
civil servant needs to develop a

healthy and harmonious relationship
with the political masters, help in
evolving policies and implement
them. To take shelter behind the

iudgement of Justice Chagla in the
Mundra case that the minister must
fully and squarely accept the
responsibility of the decisions of the
civil servant is against the principle
of responsibility. A civil servant is
paid to take correct judgements and
be accountable for it. At the root of
all the evils recounted by the author
is the lack of accountability and greed
n'hich sometimes exceeds that of
corrupt politicians. The author is
silent on r,r'hat can be done to ensure
competence and clean behavior in the
present circumstances. We need to

recognize that a number of civil
servants are keen to serve their
corrupt political masers and join the
nexus.

He laments the lack of primary
education for half the population and
the lon' quality of university
education. There is no mention of the

causes of poor performance of
colleges like interference bY

politicians, indiscipline amongst
students and the poor salary of
teachers.

The contribution of non-
resident Chinese in the industrial
development of China has been far
more marked than that of NRIs in
India. The reasons are the larger
number of non-resident Chinesc', their
comparative level of prosperity and
the lead taken by China in
liberalization. India suffers from
bureaucratic obstacles and lack of
infrastructure. Fiscal reforms alone
u'ill not go f.ar unless there are
improvements in the judicial system,
law and order and work discipline.

The Constitution of India does

not lay down guidelines for action by

the governor, when there is a hung
assembly. The author has given his
own experience. He invited the
partywhich was likely to win the
support of the majority. This practice
has generally worked better than to
invite the leader of the largest party
or take note of pre-election or post-
election alliances.

The author has given a good
analysis of the events in the days
leading to independence and the
greatness of Gandhi. Equally
fascinating is his comments on the
Vedas, ethics and values. A fitting
tribute has been paid to the work of
Dr. Ambedkar. There is no mention
of definite steps required to take India
towards her potential except for
platitudes like citizens' consciousness
and good behaviour. How can it be
developed and will the vested
interests, the corrupt politicians,
bureaucrats and businessmen, allow
such a change? A change in the legal
system is the first requirement. India
is beset with armed insurgency and
hostile neighbors and yet there is no
mention of Defence or Security issues.

Telecom Tariff Reduction - Wooing the Consumer

The reduction in telecom tariff is not a windfall for subscribers, but a long overdue correction. The country has

suffered from high tariff and low density of telecommunications because of the rigid structure, outdated technology and

low degree of consumer awareness during the days of the Department of Telecommunications. Even after liberalisation,

less than 5,000 l.T.S officers in the Telecom Department (with a few honourable exceptions) dictated the telecom policy

to preserve their grip over the system, at the cost of the subscriber and the country's long{erm interest. At the operational

level, as a telecom official privately described, there was management by linesmen.

With enlarged competition, fortunately, those unpleasant days are over and the providers have to run after and

please subscribers.

The emergence of many new technologies has now made it possible for a telecom revolution (witness China and

some other South-East Asian countries) enabling the spread of telecommunications at affordable cost to every nook and

corner of the country. Where ownership is not possible, there can be access to phones to all citizens.

When this development takes place fully, more than the urban centres, the rural economy, will get a tremendous

fillip The growth in rural purchasing power will in turn set off a vigorous revival of industries in urban areas. More important,

many self-entployment opportunitres will be created all over the country, thus mitlgatrng the unemployment problem

M. R. Pai
(ivienloet, rrovelllllletlI ul ll]uld lllgll Levci uuirlrlllLtsc

on Telecom Reorganisation -.1 991)
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RELIGION AND THE CULTURAL CRISIS IN INDIA AND THE WEST
by Abraham Adappur, S.j.

Published By
Intercultural Publications (P) Ltd., A-.1 /270, Sec. 4,

Rohini, New Dellli 110 085.

Year of Publication: 2000. No. of pages: 482. Price: Rs.650

Reviewed by
Dr. Sarto Esteves, a freelance journalist for over 40 years, has

authored several books on socio-political subjects.

This is a thought-provoking
book on religions in general, but with
a lot of emphasis on Christianity and
Hinduism. The author is full of
admiration for the work done by the
various religious groups and leaders
in India. This is the right approach
and should go a long way to bring
abotrt a better understanding and
appreciation of what particularly
IJinduism is. It will lead to genuine
ecumenism in India which is
necessary and appears to be also one
of the purposes of this study given
the fact that Christianity is devoting
a lot of attention to the subject both
in India and elsewhere especially after
Vatican II. The Church has devoted
a lot of effort ur,.i ."ro.t.ces for
several centuries norv to know India
and its religions from its roots; but
much remains to be done. "Indian
thought came under the spell of
Christianity not only because it
upheld the dignity of the human
individual, but also bccause in many
lvays it seemed to be in harmony with
important aspccts of oriental
tradition". Political motives and
controversies apart, it is trtre that
Indians following various religions
and religious traditions have not
failed to recognise the progressive,
creatirre and scientific temper that
Christianity has promotecl and
encotrragr-d thc n,orld over, Lrcsides
tirc spiritual and thctiltisical aspectr;
,rf Christiirniir,. llv anri larqc, this
sLlllrs rlP ulc Vtc\\i5 (ulLl r)frllll(!l1s ()!

a iargc section of scholars, lvritcrs atrd
Iraclcrs u,ho havc tnac-le a stttclv of

.r2

Christianity like Keshub Chandra Serr,

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ramakrishna,
Vivekananda, Debendranath Tagore,
Gandhi and others. TheY studied
Christianity and looked at it to a large
extent impartially and
dispassionately with a vierv to getting
at the truth and after doing so did not
hesitate to admit, as Keshub did: I am
a child of Asia. Her sorrows are my
sorrorvs, her joys are my ioYs,
Christianity was founded and
developed by Asiatics, and in Asia.

Jesus is akin to my oriental nature,
akin to my oriental habits of
thought". This is the approach all
Indians need to adopt in order to live
in peace and harmony in this multi-
religious land.

They r.r'ere the pioneers of the
renaissance that European
intellectuals and missionaries like
Roberto de Nobili in South India and
Matteo Ricci in China brought about
to an extent. For a real study of thc
philosophy and religious speculations
of India, a mastery of Sanskrit r.t'as

and is necessary even today. This is
what the missionaries, among othcrs,

initiated; they were followed by many
more - men of rare intelligence,
patience and perseverance. TheY
rcally introduced India t<l Eltrope.
"They had thcir effect on the ctrltural
developmcnt of Europe ". With thcir
stuclitts Lrcgarr thc r'1'1rrk ()l trLtc
"clisr:o..'t'r\," of thc ['iast itr [ittrrtlrtr
!\'lll('ll \\'(15 (rint()5t LttlKll\)\\ ll l() lt
earlicr except s()lllc vilEllc idc;rs about
it gathurctl lrotn t'rplort'rs, rvarrirrrs,
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travellers and traders. They (Christian

missionaries) are the ones who
provided the West with authentic,
reliable information about India and
its religions, about Hinduism and its
philosophy, about its history and its
culture, for the first time. They indeed
perf ormed yeomen services
particularly during the last four
centuries by putting the real, genuine
India, its culture, customs and beliefs
into Europe; and thus enlightened the
West to a large extent as to rt'hat
constitutes the essence of lndia and
the East. What Europe received
through the efforts of Christian
missionaries was also not the
distorted and superficial views
contained in the reports and vvritings
of the British, Frerrch or irortuguese
soldiers and administrators but the

result of real scholarship by men who
mastered the Indian languages,
history and philosophy. It was the
work of men like Hanxleden,
Palrlirrus and Gundert in South lndia,
and William James and others in the

north. This was not an c'asy task.
There r,r'ere no translatiorrs of any of
the n'orks of the Indian sages and

Burus except in Sanskrit, and
r,r'hatever they had or knew, was kept
a closely guarded secret bY the
Brahmin class n'ho considered
thenrselvcs thc guardians of those
teachings of I.[indtrism. Thcv thought
iI n.rs tlrerr dut,v trtrt Io tlrake thetrr

kn, rrr,tr tr) atlt \'()ll('.

All this "acJmirable lvork"
trrrclcrtakc'tr by thc early Christian



missionaries as a labour of love does
not, however, seem to have been
carried forward very consistentlv and
rvith missionary zeal by the Church
or by the members of the various
religious congregations in recent
times vvhen such works are required
much more than ever before sincc'
millions in India are now educated,
enlightened and are anxious to know
not only what Christianitv is but also
what it has done and is doing for the
country. The r,r'orld today is a tiny
viJlage. Men and women in every part
of the world hunger for knowledge,
inforrnation and enlightenment, and
they have the resources to acqLlire
such knowledge. In India itseif over
500 million are literate and are
anxious to know who is what. They
are not satisfied rvith mere platitudes
and admonitions. They u'ant to be
convinced with facts and figr-rres.
Absence of such proper, documented
information has led to tl're spread of
a lot of misinfor-mation and
misunderstanding regarding the
Church and its activities, and the
chasm has widened between a certain
section of the Hindus and the
Christian community. Supply of such
well-substantiated information and
data regarding the work done by thc
Church would have gone a long way
to dispel many of the fears about and
highly distorted ideas that the Hindu
f undamentalists have about
Christianity. The primary task of the
Church is "to teach all nations". This
has to be carried out in u'ord and
deed and the Church must be seen
doing so. It has no alternative except
to love and serve all rnen and enter
into a gentrinc dialogue with men and
women of all races and nationalities.
It has to pursuc the mission keeping
behind rnan's prejudices, racial pride
and. colour diffe'rencc's. Christianity
ancl Hinduism must meel in Christ.
''The religion oi my [-rnrthcr Lrccomes
alsrr for rne a pcrs()nal religious
protrlcnt". A rcal ntt'r.rtinq bctu'tcr-r
('hristianitv arrcl Flincltrisnr r:annot
take place in the cloctrinal sphcrc if
l-I i ucitrisnr sinrplf irlnores Ch ristianitt,
or L!c!l y91.1a. 1'ruih, in u'hichever

religion it exists, is not to be denied,
but upl'reld. The n,hole truth revealed
to the Church by God must be
acknorvledged by Hinduism after
proper and detailed study. It n'ill
ennoble Hincluism.

Thr: crises that has overtaken
Christianity during the last three
centuries or so lvhich receives a lot
of autl'ror's attention, is actuallv a

phenomenon prevalent largely in the
West - the'lands n'here it rn'as almost
fully accepted as "the h'ay, the truth
and the life" for several centuries. But
the message does not seem to have
really "touched tl-re depths of the
European soul." The havoc wrought
by scholars, philosophers, ideologues
and intellectuals like Nietrzsche,
Marx, Camus, Sartre, Jules Romains,
Malraux, Paul de Kock, Andre Gide,
Moliere, and manv more is the result
of that half -baked, superficial
knon'ledge crf their rc.ligion. The rise
of n'hat is known as "atheism" in the
West was their creation; they
produced it leading to the collapse of
the sanctity of marriage, the
mushrooming of a whole legion of
freethinkers, people rvith some
ludicrous discipline and grotesque
supcrstitions, "miraclc n'orkcrs" n'ith
n"rany of them clain'ring to be God
incarnate. If at all these low-brow
intellectuals discovered some
"disciples" in some of the colleges
and r-rniversities of India, and among
its intelligentsia, it has been no more
tharl ulcre ),outhful irtte'llccttral
curiosity. There has been no attempt
among them to blindly ape those
virulent r.r,riters of the West whose
objective seerns to have been mainly
to dethrone and demolish the
message of Christ to mankind - the
messagc oI lor.e, pcace, forgiveness,
harmonv and iustice. The' Indians
n'arrte.d to actually enlargc their
knortleclgt-' r.r,itlr tr feu' exct ptions. Tlre
"atheists" in tire West it,anted to
t'stablislr tlrr.rntst:lvcs as bi grlcr Ctrds.

Irrflr,rcnct'd by thcsc
"revoIntiorrarr"' rvritings bv tr rt,hole
gencration of thinkcrs, thc votrth in
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the West felt they should free
themselves from the moral norms,
religious duties, family restraints, and
reshictions imposed by their religion.
They found in the theories
propounded by these intellectuals an
escape route and justification ior
thron'ing away religion itself and all
decency and respect for anvthing
noble and sacred. The terrible reality
is that this "atheism// spranB up,
grew, flor.r'ered and prospered in
those lands "where Christianity has
been preached for two thousand
years" and was accepted by the
people. Therefore, the antidote to the
attacks on almost everything that it
teaches and holds dear should have
come from the Church (the people of
God) in a determined, organised
nanner. For centuries the Church
almost took much of it lying down
probably thinking that since God is
on its side no worldly power r.r'ould
be able to demolisl'r "His kingdom".
It is this attitude towards its
opponents, which gave its "enemies"
the upper hand like many other
incidents in history. That approach
made them advocate every type of
ideology designed to force the masses

forsake Christ, imagining that thev
would curve out a niche for
themselves as some sort of demi -
gods if not attempt to found their own
religions.

Christians had tcr and have to
bring about religious reforms "in the
l'rumble au:areness of their olvn
crimes, sins, failings and limitations".
The'y have to shed their lethargy, their
laziness, their slovenly behaviour,
shun a life of t-ase and comfort, and
move with the earth-shaking events
that are taking place the world over
whe'ther in the religious, social,
economic, political or technological
splrere. There is not a word in The

Bihle to suggest that even the
cloistered atrnosphere of the convents
;rrtrl prtrir, hill l1r'rr5t's or c-'f tht'
st'trrin,trit's can [rc att t'xcLtsc ftrr
inaction. Marr's God - given talents
are to be ttsed to enligl'rte'n the rt'orld'
Thc people of God, tht- belie"'ers, are

+.)
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prone to cr)mmit mistakes like any
other human being. To err is human.
But that hunran weakness need not
make anyone take to the life of least
resistance. In every situation
r.r'hatever is humanly possible should
have been done. If the writings of
these intellectuals were affecting the
teachings of Christ and his Church,
if they were making a divine
institution appear to be a hoax, then
there rl'as no alternative but to take
nccessarv steps to rescue its follorvers

from falling into their trap. A close
study of the happenings in the
Church particularly in the West
during the last three centuries must
convince everyone that people expect
the spiritual leaders to live real
Christianity, to lead a life of struggle,
suffering and risks in order to find an
answer to man's problems of poverty
and destitution, sufferings, trials and
tribulations because man is both
nlatter and spirit. No one can close
himself in a room and pretend to have

solved the problems of his fellow
human beings. In the final analysis it
must be also admitted that ,,atheism,,

and "secularisation" (as understood
in the West mainly) have reawakened
Christianity. The Church has to a

certain extent come to realise the
gravity of the situation and its failure
to live up to the demands of Christ.
"The Church has come to realise how
the spread of unbelief was in part due
to their own failings, especially to
their divisions and rivalries".

RETHINKING MULTICULTURISM, CULTURAL DIVERSITY
AND POLITICAL THEORY

by Bhikhu Parekh

Published By
Palgrowe Publishers Ltd. (Formerly Macmillan Press Ltd.),

Available in India from Macmillan India Ltd.,75, Bajai Bhavan,
Nariman Point, Mumbai 400 021.

Year of Publication: 2000. No. of Pages: 379. Price: Rs.285.

Year of Publication: 2000

Reviewed by
Professor A. R. Momin, Department of Sociology, University of Mumbai.

In recent years, there has come
about a growing recognition and
acceptance of cultural and ethnic
diversity across the world as well as
within individual countries and
nation-states. A plural country may
be characterised by wide-ranging
cultural and ethnic diversities but
may choose to play them down and
emphasise cultural uniformity and
homogenization. This, for example,
is the case with China. A
multicultural society, on the other
hand, is not only composed of diverse
ethnic groups and religious
communities but it also publicly
acknowledges and cherishes
diversities and allows sufficient
autonomous spaces to different
cultural communities. As a social and
political philosophy and as a modcl
of socittal organisation,
rnulticulturalisnr entails certain value

f)lcrrllses sr-rcir .ts the t(}lerance 0t
differences, peaceful co-existence in
a democratic framen'ork, respect for

human and community rights, and a
commitment to the resolution of
social and ethnic conflicts through
dialogue and reconciliation.

There is some thing unique
and unprecedented about the
emergence of multicultural societies
across the US, Europe, Australia and
many parts of Asia and Africa.
International migration, the n'orld-
wide resurgence of ethnic
consciousness and identity and the
process of globalisation have played
a key role in the emergence of
multicultural societies.
Multiculturalism has led to a

rethinking of certain cherished
ideological and political assumptions,
strch as homogeneous national
cultures, the universality of thc
nation-state ancl thc assirniliation of
nrinority gr()ups arnd cultura l

c()lnllrunlilcs in ttrc tlorttrr;rnt
population.

Freedom First January-March 2002

Professor Bhikhu Parekh, an
internationally renowned scholar,
emeritus professor of political theory
at the University of Hull in the UK
and a member of the House of Lords,
has written a thought-provoking,
stimulating and highly readable book
on multiculturalism. Lord Parekh's
discussion of multiculturalism and its
promise and prospects in the
contemporary context is marked by
evident erudition, remarkable
perceptiveness and refreshing
ludicity. In addition, it is also
informed by exceptional sensitivity
and compassion.

Parekh emphasises the
centrality and salience of culture and
points out that, in recent years, the
interface between culture and politics
iras bccn redefined, that culture is

now scen as a politicallv relevant
category. Iic marntains that cuitural
diversity is intrinsically valuable in
that living in a culturallY Plural
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environment expands people's
horizons of thought and sensibility.

The state plays an important
role in multicultural societies. The
dominant theory of the state
presupposes a homogeneous national
culture. Parekh argues that thi^s model
of the state has become untenable and
needs to be reconceptualised in the
context of multiculturalism. To quote
him: "The state need not consist of a

single people and could be a

community of communities, each
enjoying different degrees of
autonomy but all held together by
shared legal and political bonds".

All multicultural societies are
faced with the formidable problem of
reconciling the conflicting demands
and pressures of national unity, on
the one hand, and cultural and ethnic
diversity, on the other. Though
Parekh is an ardent advocate of
multiculturalism, he is not starry-
eyed about it. Aware that
multicultural societies are beset with

a number of perplexing problems, he
offers a set of guidelines to cope with
them. He makes a forceful plea for
having a constitutionally-embedded
system of fundamental rights. The
state needs to ensure that these rights
are available to all sections of society
in all significant areas of life such as

employment, criminal justice,
education and public services. Parekh
maintains that positive equality, as a
fundamental right, entails that all
citizens are able to enjoy not only
equal political, civil and economic
rights but also cultural rights. He
discusses the issue of the rights of
minorities with remarkable sensitivity
and concern. He justifies affirmative
action for the marginalised
communities on grounds of justice,
social harmony and national
integration.

The state bears the
responsibility of ensuring that the
fundamental rights enshrined in the
constitution are made available to all
sections of society without partiality,

discrimination or injustice. parekh
says, "It is of the utmost importance
that the institutions of the state _
Parliament, government,
bureaucracv, police, judiciarv _
should be, and be seen to be,
impartial in their treatment of the
members of the different
communities". He further says that
these institutions should be as
representative of teh wider society as
possible. This observation is
particularly relevant in the context of
Indian society. It is a well-establishecl
fact that the representation of the
minorities, Dalits, and other
marginalised communities in
Parliament and state legislatures,
army, police and para-military forces,
bureaucracy, educational institutions
and public and private sectors is far
from adequate. The role of the police
and para-military forces in combating
communai and inter-caste violence is
marked by partiality, brutality and
inefficiency. In a harsh indictment of
the police administration, the
Supreme Court recently dubbed thc
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lart,-enforcement agencies in the
colrntrv as 'engines of oppression'.

It is significant to note that the
US has an important institution,
knorvn as Equal Employment
Opportunity Agency, u'hich deals
rvith complaints of discrimination
against ethnic and cultural minorities.
The UK has a similar kind of
institution, known as Cornmission for
Racial Equality. Unfortunately, India
has no anti-discriminatory agency or
institution.

Parekh is against the unwilling
assimilation of religious minorities
and cultural communities in the
culture of the dominant group. He
points out that the model of
assimilation has always resulted in
failure in the long run. The latest
example of this failure is provided by

the US where the experiment of the
rnelting pot has miscarried. Parekh
rightly asserts that assimilation is not
necessary to ensure political unitv
and is not a precondition of eqr-ral
citizenship. He holds that "the
demand for total assimilation springs
from intolerance of differences, and
for the intolerant even the smallest
differences are sources of deep
unease". This observation has a

striking relevance in the present
context in India where the ruling
establishment is surreptitiously
seeking to push its hidden
homogenising agenda in the fields of
education and culture.

Parekh discusses the question
of national identity in a multicultural
society n'ith great perceptiveness and
sagacity. He argues that national
identity should be defined in political

and not ethnic terms, that it should
be inclusive and accommodating
rather than exclusive and parochiai,
that it should allon' for multiple
ethnic identities without any
aspersions being cast on certain
communities. National identity
should be so defined, he says, that it
includes all its citizens and makes it
possible for them to identify with it.
"Minorities cannot feel part of the
(national) community if its very self-
definition excludes them and treats
them as outsiders". This provides a
refutation of the ideology of Hindutaa
which is premised on a fallacious
conflation between national identity
and Hinduism and which excludes
the minorities, Dalits, tribals and
other marginalised communities from
its purview.

this recommendation but its
relevance to the book under review
makes it all the more necessary for
concerned Indians to acquire a copy
of this publication, INDIA'S
NUCLEAR SECURITY, as it will
clarify many doubts of the whys and
wherefores of India going nuclear
after Pokran II.

I{aju Thomas and Amit Cupta
1."''., ;'..,.,1'..'-{ ^,, ;,'\,-.,'(:. ir,,' 1.,'r'l-.
of acadenrics, 12 scholars, from
diverse backgrounds, to offer their
views on this still debated topic

INDIA'S NUCLEAR SECURITY

Edited by
Raju G C Thomas and Amit Gupta

Published By
Vistaar Publications, 32M Block Market, Creater Kailash 1,

New Delhi 710 046. Pages 275 (13 Chapters); and Pages 33: List of
Acronyms, tsibliography, The Contributors, Index; Price Rs.595.

Year of Publication: 2000

Reviewed by
Maj. Gen. E. D'Souza (retired) is a regular contributor to Freedom First

lndia's Nuclear Security
concerns appear to have resurfaced
as a result of the tacit nod given by
the Foreign/Defence Minister
Jaswant Singh to the US to the
decision of the Bush Administration
to go in for a Nuclear Defence
Missile (NMD) programme. This
stance was later amplified by the
ruling dispensation that India's
avowed policy was governed by the
,lr..ici'.n ,-f th1. q,'11,- (' 1,-n.,111,,'..- r,,

rt'duce its nuclear arsenal in
consonance with Indias consistent
stands fcrr a nuclear fre.e lvorld.

At a presentation made to
Officers of the Corps that
participated in Exercise Poorna
Yijay, on India's nuclear security
interests, a point was raised by one
of the senior off icers that the
Government should revoke its
decision of a No First Strike policy',
implying that it was akin to the
allegorical fable of closing the stable
gates after the horse had bolted.

Can India afford to be hit first
by a hostile power? It is not the
intention of this review to exantine
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including three non Asians: the well
known Stephen Cohen of the
Brookings Institute,USA, Ben
Sheppard Editor of janes Sentinel,
and Clifford Singer, Professor of
Nuclear Engineering, University of
Illinois. The Asian contributors are
Mohammed Ayoob, International
I{elations, Michigan State University,
Sumit Ganguly, Professor Political
Science, Hunter College New York,
Co-Editor Amit Gupta, Associate
Professor, Stonehill College,
Massachusetts, Prem Shankar ]ha
the Kashmir Expert, who needs no
introduction, Dinshaw Mistry,
researcher Brookings Institute,
Deepa Ollpally, currently
researching at the UN Institute of
Peace after teaching at Swarthmore
College, Editor Raju Thomas, Allis
Chalmers Professor at Marquette
University, S R Valluri who studied
in the US and now heads the
Aeronautical Developmental
Agency in India, and Farah Zahra,
research fellow, Harvard University.

Significantly, all these well
known contributors have been
involved in American Academia and
hence they generally project the US
view. This is a very well documented
book presented through a series of
articles covering a wide spectrum of
issues such as political
considerations, types of nuclear
doctrines, political and economic
consequences, technological
ramifications, impact of the South
Asian tests, and possible arms
control measures, resulting in an

insightful, comprehensive and
topical publication for those of us
concerned with political issues,
international relations as India tries
desperately hard to remove the
sanctions imposed consequent on the
Pokran II tests, strategic planning
including the command and control
set-up for nuclear conflict, and
important policy issues arising from
the nuclearization of South Asia.

Of equal importance to the
serious reader is that the book covers
Pakistan and China in its ambit. This
is of importance to strategic planners
as there is a tendency not to consider
China as a nuclear player in South
Asia though it has a very prominent
presence in Tibet which is West and
South of the Himalayan chain
demarcating South Asia from the
Asian mainland. Perhaps the most
important chapter arguably is
Chapter 6 where Mohammed Ayoob
has made a very frank assessment
of the threat to India fron'r China,
pooh-poohed at one stage, and in
doing so suggests that the US should
back India becoming a permanent
member of the proposed expanded
Security Council, and to that extent
accept India's stand of minimum
deterrence from her two possible
detractors.

Yet another interesting
Chapter is Chapter 9 by Dinshaw
Mistry who with the aid of reliably
documen ted tables, covers
Technology for Defence and
Development: India's Space

Programme. He is able to project his
views lucidly on Indias Space and
Missile Technology from which he
is able to derive sensible conclusions.

What is equally appealing
about this book is that a
discriminating reader can savour
each Chapter independently without
having to go through the whole book
in one reading, to understand the
raison detre for.its publication.

The Editors have taken
infinite pains to include a list of
Acronyms used, Bibliography, brief
CVs of the distinguished and
knowledgeable contributors, and a
comprehensive Index.

There can be little doubt that
although the views expressed may
be US centered, it is a must for all
those concerned with Indias nuclear
policy and is therefore well worth a

bry.

One cannot help but mention
in conclusion that the reviewer met
Madam Li Hui Min, Deputy
Director, China Association of
International Friendly Contact in
Mumbai recently and her immediate
concern was India's stance on NMD.
It s obvious that China is deeply
concerned with George Bushs
decision to embark on a NMD
protramme. This book may well
clarify China's concerns and Indias
decision to go nuclear. Should China
embark on a NMD programme will
it force India to do likewise?

This much is true - that through all the vicissitudes of JP's life,

there has throughout been an internal consistency. JP has tried

to place Man in the centre of the picture. lt is a part of the lndian

tradition that he has sought to revive...

Minoo Masani,
in his book: JP - Mission Parlly Accomplished
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