


Nani Palkhivala
The Exceptional Indian

Mr. Nani Palkhi-
vala was that
rare con'rbirration
of tl're great and
the good, intellec-
tual brilliance
blended with
humanity and
compassion. Mr.
Palkhivala was a

nran who espou-
sed public causes with unusual commitment and
passion. As Princeton University in the citation
conferring the Doctor of Laws Degree described him :

"Defender of constitutional liberties, champion
of human rights, he has courageously advanced
his conviction that expediency in the uame of
progress, when at the cost of freedom, is tro
progress at all, but retrogression."

This vividly depicts the fervour with which he fought
for liberty and human rights. In l'ris numerous public
writings he reminded his readers that "Bad
Governments are a consequence of an indifferent
electorate and that every citizen must be prepared to
pay to the state not only in taxes but in time and talent".
He practised this axiom himself without demur. He was
for over 30 years Chairman of the Leslie Sawhny
Programme for Democracy which he inspired and guided
trnder the formidable leadership of Mr. Minoo Masaui,
to educate and enlighten various sectiolts of sclciety
about the basic tenets of democracy.

He was a strong advocate of free enterprise and the
market economy. He battled bravely against the inroads
made by the State in the legitimate domain of private
business. He steered for over three decades the Forum
<lf Free Errterprise with great zeal and energy, touring
the countrv regularly to address large audiences on
what was tlre best path for rapid ecorronric aud social
c'levelopnrent. llis contribution in this regard is well
t:trcapsulatr.d irr the t:itatit tr givett trr hirtr lrv the
l.air,rence Urrirrersitv:

"You have battled stiflirrg ecr.rr.ronric controls and
buleaticratic red tape. You have alrvays believed

that even in a poor and developing country the
need for bread is fully compatible with the
existence of liberty ...You have give unstintingly
of your time and wealth to strengthen the roots
of Indian democracy"

Nani was impatient with those who were not prepared
to stand up and be counted. Often quoting George
Hardy:

"lt is never worth a great man's time to express
a majority opinion. By definition there are plenty
of others to do so".

He was a man with a mission. However, what made
his mission purposeful was his indomitable courage,
great eloquence and mastery of the English language.
In January, Dr. P. V. Alexander, the ex-Governor of
Maharashtra, described him as one of the two greatest
orators of our time the other being Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.

Above all what was most endearing about the man was
his humanity. He was no idle preacher but abundantly
demonstrated this trait through his generosity. This is
because he l'rad an abiding faith in spiritualism.
Whenever faced with a trying moment in life he used
to recollect Shakespeare's famous words:

There is a divinity which shapes our ends,
Rough hew them how we will.

I rvill refer only to one of his many acts of generitsitv.
About four years ago when l'ris health started failirtg
he made a donation of over Rs.2 crores to Sharrkara
Netralaya for the excellent humanitarian work it was
cloing with the thought - "Let me do it today as tomorrow
may be too late".

He was an extraordinary man who truly exemplified
the adage.

"lt is not what you get. It is rvhat you give that

nrakes vvtrrthvr;ltile the life ytrtt live".

(l6th January, 1920 - llth December, 2002)

t.r rt(lJ il Lll I

Minoo Shroff
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

At a meeting, a friend wondered loudly if we could name one person
after independence, who could truly be called a leader or a statesman -
someone who would bear comparison with the giants of the freedom
movement. None of us could think of anyone in public life. This, and the
sad state our country is in, led us to decide to focus on this subject through
2003. This time we look at it from the Gujarat perspective, particularly in

the context of the recent elections to the State Assembly and the return
of the BJP. ln the next two issues of this journal we shall address this
question from other perspectives and in the last issue we shall look for
hopeful solutions.

Perhaps you have some thoughts of your own on the question why
free lndia has not produced a single outstanding leader or statesman. The
word 'Neta'like the word 'politician' is often used pejoratively. Our country
abounds in Nefas and politicians. But can you find a single leader or
statesman. Why not share your thoughts with us.

You can send your contribution by email(preferred) to
freedom@vsnl.com or on a floppy disk (Word 95) or by fax 022 22843416.
And if none of these are possible just mail your contribution by ordinary
post so as to reach us by April 15.
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"The deep moans round v,ilh ntany voices. Come, my friends
'Tis not loo late to seek d newer v,orld" - 7bnnys611

For the BJP there are ortly trvo issues tltat Inattet'
- I{jrrdutva and the Babri Mosque. As for the sycophants

irr the Congress I)arty , they are only concerlred rvith
the Congress President's two issues: Rahul or I)riyarrka?

Mohan Guruswanry, Asiarr Age, January l0

There is a human riglrts industry in lndia that
conrprises unscrupulous elenretrts whtt abuse tlte
processes of the law, bear false wituess, atrel fabricate
evidence.

Former Puniab Police chief K.P.S.Gill, as told to
Jayakrishnan, i,rdlclounrallsrs@vnfioos 

!i!l iilil;

Liberals, being people of goodwill, find it hard
to conceive of implacable enemies. l'olerant Liberals
assume that tolerance exists in others. But Osama bin
Laden's deeds remind us tltat some enernies cannot be

appeased.

Professor Marcin Krol, dean of history,
Warsaw University, The Econonric Tinres, January 30

When it comes to human rights, the U.S. counts
among ib allies Saudi Arabia, where women cannot drive,
and every otller Arab state where a king sits on the
throne.

Morrsin Hamid, r r..o;.lrr*;:l:;1.",$!i

I arn waiting for the day when they discover the
precise gene that causes meu to be born male chauvinist
pigs - in cowbelt India just not pigs but the pureqt form
of pig, also known as swine.

Publisher Rukun Advani,
The llindu Mngtztnr:, January 25

To describe Muslinr Indians as a "rninority" does
violence to logic and la:rguage. Tlrey possibly constitute
tlre largest Islamic comrrrunity in tlre world outside of
Indonesia.l'he Canadians have coined a nice term for
the indigenous Inuit communily that lives in the far
nortlr. They refer to these people as the country's
"Secorrd Majority".

Jourrralist ts.G.Verghesc, tlelivering the Zakir l-lusain
l-ecturc, Janria Millia lslanria, Scptcurbcr 26,2002

Tolerarrce is not to be c<lnfused with passivity,
ctllrr;rlaceltcv ol lndrtlet'etrce. 'Iolerarrce ls all actrve alld
positive elrgagenletrt with hulnan diversity, arrd it is
thereftrre a kel,prirrciple of demrrcrac)' ill our nrulti-ethrric

arrd multi-cultura I societies.

UN Secretarl, (lerreral Kofi Annan, front an Amncsly
lrrlernational circular dated Novcmber 2I, 2002

What is Gujarat's gaurau (pride) - That we rape
Muslim wonren? That lve have slauglrtered thousands
of Muslim nren? Today we are ashamed to say that we
are Gujaratis.

Lawyer Sophia Khan, The I'Iindu, I)ecernbcr 10

If Advani's Ilath Yatra was the foreplay and the
destruction of the Babri structure tl're cliurax, then
Gujarat is its off-spring, a rnonstrous child of monstrous
parents.

,u,Y',1,"i,]#^,#HH:ff l'"3ili'fi
The time is near when, in addition to wedding

and birtlrday baslres, we'll have public celebrations (by

politicians) of the birtlr of a son, the admission of a child
into college, the first job of an offspring and who knows
what other madness.

Commurricalions Specialist Alyque I'adanrsee,
Sundoy Times of Intlin, lanuary "19

Surprising that VS Naipaul should think that
colonialisnr is a dead issue whert lte has been exploiting
the pressure that colonialisnr lras brought to bear on
the identities of the colonized and the ex-colonized to
very rich effect.

Edilorial commcnt in Tle Slnlesnlrn, February 25, 2002

I lrave always been friendless within the
bureaucracy. You can't be polite towards your colleagues
and still oppose their c<.rrruption.

I A S o f f i c e r A run B lr a r i a, r, t;lr';:;: 
r" 

t'r,,, ;l[ ;
We have committed enornous crinres irr the tranre

of the poor. I arn afraid some rnore are being plotted by
the Swadeshi lobby.

Former Finance Minister P.Chidambaram,
Tfu lndinn txyress, ()ctobe'r 6, 2002

The RSS has nothing to do with spiritual ideas

attd ittstead ltas reduced our spirituality to a collectitlrr
of bricks which retnaitr lrricks evetr whetr they are

sanctilnotrtous,_y called l{atnsltila.
Il.K.l)asgupta in his article 'Ttrc Tcmple as a

Itolitical I'ool', ?Jrr' Sirllcstrlrltt, Fclrruarv 7

Frcedonr First,lanuar'','-M arch 2003



f*eebon+ Tirrt
A Re-dedication

Tiis is tlrc f irst isnrc ollrceton tirft, in its 51st ycar. tlrt nppropri(ttt tirne to re-cledic'ate ourselues to the ptilosoplry
llutt hss dripen us in the lnst 50 tlears. Wc tttould like to trtkc tlrc occttsiort to rt:-dedicnte orrrselaes to tlrc ualues thnt

led to the iounding of this journal fifty one years 0go.

Wc reprodttce nrt extensitte extrnct from the first articlc: irt the first issue of this journal in lwte 1952. The article
wns entitled "The Open Society". Ii is ns unlid todntl ns it zuns fu lwre !952 uhen it iuas zuritten. Tlrc context nny
lurue bcen tlit't'erent but the tlrcughts sre not. The enemy of freedom thett zpas trttnlitnrinnis,n or cont,nunism. Tlrc
eilemy of freedorn today is religious fundamentalism or comnrwnlism.

The Open Society
tn 1913, the late lvlr.Ciopal Krishna Clokhale retttrrterl frtrrrr

an extensivt-. totrr of Europe and tolcl the merubers of the
Servants of tndia Society that the people of Europe rvere
living trnder a strain ancl predictecl an early snap clon'n. Since

then men have fought th'o great wars to alleviate, if not tcr

elrd, the strain, but it has continued kr grolr' atrcl spread ancl

today the whole world is weighed down.

Many conrplicated problems have ernergecl in otrr century
and their solutions have rrot been easy. National antagonisms
and class conflicts. econontic development and social change

have raisecl issues clf strch fundamental importauce ancl

bristling lvith such conrplexities that soltrtions of some of
them har.e not easecl the crisis in any n'ay. Man's spirit feels

more depre'ssed down than ever before.

'fhc tlrrest for solutiorr has taken two different roads, orte

of broaderring freeclr.rm and resprinsilrilit_y anct the other of
strrrendering initiative ant{ polver tr.r an external atrthority.
Ctrlture tras generally been spelled in terms of broadening
of freedom and cleepening oI responsibility.

'that the t'r,ice of rlissent rnnr-UO ha','e free scr)pe r\ra:i a deep
seated con.,'ictiorr. ln describing the rvorking of Btrddhist
assenrblies, Dr. l{adhaktrmtrd N'ttrkerji rvrites in his l-lirrdrr

Cruilizttitttt, "Silence on Ilesolutiorl put rvas taken as consetrt
tht'reto; menrbers in favorrr of it were asked'to be silent'
anrl 'arryrrne against it to speak'. -fhis shows not merely a

predilection for tolerance but the conviction that a proposition
gains by the freedom given to its critics and challerrgers.

Ilegimcntation crf tl'rorrgh, n* 0"". alier-r to tlre gerritrs of
this rttcit:r-rt !arrtl;shc hns rt'vellr:d irr th,.'luxrrri;rrrt frrliatiott
of tlrtr nrirrcl- rrruclr of this 'tropical grou'th' being srrperficial,
i, i,,,., .r';r1..,...,,,,1 r,,1r....i,1ri.1;.. -.,..*rl. .\,,1,.r.;,,,,

;r.'hi,'.i','nr,'ni r'.',,:, tl,,,clirnltc ol tolcr.rrrctt tlilt rr,es rcalizlrl
ancl tlrr: hel'it oi confronting everv iclea n'ith its critics that
ro,as tlevt:iollcrl aucl cstccmed.

An open.society is one n'herein not only thotrght is free brrt
behaviour is unbor.rnd and 'ideational', that is capable of
res;ronding to the press and pr-rll of icleas- In Inclia ideas did
not alrvays alter the contorrrs of conduct btrt its impact on
others' ideas was ceaseless. Ideas have freely impregnated
ancl enriched one another. Such is our heritage o[ broad
tolerance.

In Inclia n,e have hacl long 
"*Olr,"n." 

of intellectual krlerance
ancl t.rf social regimentation. Strch regimentation as we have
learnt t['re hard way, has led to stagnation and decay. Tl're

National Movemerrt, from the days of llanrmohun l{oy to
those of Tagore ancl Garrclhi, has sotrght kr end the stagnation
by strengthening the current of free movenrent. It is that
current that is toclay threatened with clestruction, and it is
its unl'ramperecl glolv that orrr Movement seeks.

'fhe lvlovement for Cultrrral Freedom has no fixed rrostrttnrs
for the ills of or.rr people. But it is conviuced that the sickness
of society cannot be cured otrtside a climate of freedonr. To
lvork for, an open society, to keep the lt'indows of mind
and hc'art open, is the main pLrrpose, the driving impttlse
of tlrc Mclvemetrt. 'fo preservc that franrer'r'ork artcl trot ttr
irnpose any choice is the ptrrpose of the Movement. Agaiust
strident voices of regin'rentation, forces of freedom have to
rally not fclr the success of sorne sect or caltse, but for
letaiuing for the people freeclottt to choose artd ttr change.

'fhe open society i, tr.t.' ,,Ulu.live of ottr Movement. While
it warrts the sway of freetlonr iu every segnterrt of life, it
ieels that the realm of the mit'rcl that is its heart atrcl lrolne
is rvhat it rrrust safcgttarcl vr'itlt all its nright. In tlris stubbt>rn

irllegiancc i:r thc liLrcrtits of Ilte trrirrri, Ilrt' ir4ttr ctttt:ttt .lt an's

its stlerrgth ancl inspiration frottt Inclia's gloriotrs traditiorrs.
r ri( Lr Lr.i.,.,. i\'' r,,. .,i , ' 

;,,, ' . : -.,.] i ''

iritlctrirrg ntirtrl .rttil v"'itlclring heat't rtrtl all liren rr'll{r i()!(:'

to tlriuk frcei_y an.'l ar-'t o;rg11t1' are altr()trll it:r fighters.

Fr ecdrnn Fi rst .l nru.ctry- Marclt. 2003



Going By Instinct

Osama bin Laden dead, alive, in hell or in Pakistan
n'rust be quite satisfied with his 'accomplishment'. His
'achievement' has gone beyond destroying the World Trade
Centre. He has been able to inflict considerable damage to
the psyche of the US of A.; split the Western Alliance (even

if the ostensible reason is lraq) and above all inflict
considerable damage on the US economy in particular and
the world's in general.

There is one other and very serious consequence that
has emerged out of 9/11.The assault on human rigl'rts in
the name of this 'war on terrorism'. We have enacted POTA.
Other countries including the US and UK have their versions
to short circuit the rule of law. Travellers returning from
the United States have their stories to tell which reflect a

certain kind of racial harassment with special attention paid
to people with skins of darker pigmentation. A prominent
Indian businessmen's narration of what he was subjected
to at US airports recently figured in our newspapers.

It is still not clear who or which group was responsible
for the Godhra incident. But the dreadful events that followed
perhaps would not have happened, at least not on that scale,
and so brazenly had it not been for the 'war on terrorism'.
This 'war on terrorism' has become a convenient excuse for
tllose who wish to indulge irr pogroms of the kind that
happened in Gujarat.

And what about lraq? Freeilom Firsf, which has never
shied away from taking positions that are not politically correct
is not entirely convinced that the outcry against the US/UK
insistence on attacking Iraq even without UN authority is
fully justified. Iraq has flouted with impunity previous Searrity
Council resolutions calling on it to disarm. If they are
disarming now and that too slowly and with considerable
reluctance, it is because of the continuing pressure of the
weapons inspectors and the presence of the armed forces
of the US and UK on its borders.

The huge demonstrations in various parts of the world
appear well orchestrated. In the days of tl,e cold war the
source could often be traced to some communist front
organisation or the other funded by Moscow. One wonders
who are masterminding and funding the current
demonstrations. Surely not all of them could have been
spontaneous. In this context the protest by the Chief Minister
of Maharashtra and some others in Mumbai against the war
in Iraq is laughable; as is the action of an actor-politician
burning his Nike shoes saying he is boycotting goods of
American manufacture. This protest is clearly 'vote bank
politics'. If they are sincere then how about a similar
clemostration outside the Chinese Consulate in Mumbai
against thc corttinuing occupation of Tibet and the ongoing
persc.cution of the hapless Tibetans. And, whilc' tlrev are about
r Lle r ll.rp\ tnt' sc'it-sanre acttrr polrtrcran lvrll bc picased ttr

pull or,rt onc of his 'Made in China' possessions and burn it
pr,rblicly. But then tlie Tibetans don't count for even onL. vote.

9/11, Godhra, Iraq...

So why bother! On the other hand would these concerned
gentlemen be prepared to hold a protest over Saddam
Hussein's cruel treatement of his own people!

Saddam Hussein deserves no sympathy. He is another
version of Stalin - cruel, brutal and a megalomaniac. He has
brutalised his own people submitted them to economic
boycott and consequent misery.

This is not to condone or ignore US double standards
in their international relations. During the days of the cold
war, when any of the East European states rose in revolt
against Moscow, Stalin's armies ruthlessly cmshed such revolts
whether it was in Poland, Hungary or Czechoslovakia.
Desperate appeals for help to the United States from the
leaders of the revolt in these East European countries were
ignored.There is the sad example of Imre Nagy, Prime
Minister of Hungary who dared stand up to the Soviet Union.

His appeals for help from the US and the West fell
on deaf ears. He escaped to Yugoslavia where Tito handed
him over to the Soviets who had him executed on Stalin's
orders. More recently, thousands of demonstrating students
were massacred by the People's (sic) Liberation Army at
Tianenmen Square. In Tibet millions of Tibetans have perished
at the hands of the imperialist Communist Chinese. In all
these cases the US of A did nothing. So it is not anger over
Saddam's dictatorial rule nor expansionist ambitions nor
human rights violations but oil and more that concern
President Bush.

How should Liberals view the Iraq situation? Here's
a statement that is, again, not political correct but one that
deserves serious consideration.

The Economic Times of January 30, 2003 carried an
article by Poland's Professor Marcin Krol dean of history at
Warsaw University. Discussing whether Liberals appease the
enemies of freedom, he writes

"Liberals, being people of goodwill, find it hard to
conceive of implacable enemies. Tolerant Liberals
assume that tolerance exists in others. But Osama bin
Laden's deeds reminds us that some enemies cannot
be appeased."

Prof Krol concludes his article on the emphatic note
that:

" ..liberal states should not hesitate to use international
law to deal with rogues states and those who threaten
a global order based on mutual tolerance. If we
believe in liberal values, we must be prepared to
defend them - in the words of Malcolm X'by any
nre.urs nccessary'. The chosen tools may sonrctimes
strain our liberal temperament. So be it. Liberalism
.,: .... : T1,.,. ,,.-J '..- .i,. .,,,y \,frLr(,rr, rr
'itself is io survive."

F reedom First Januarv-trtarch 2003
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In Free India
Only Politicians, No Statesmen
Only Netas, No Leaders

Gujarat Elections - A Defeat for the Liberal Spirit

Nagindas Sanghavi

This may be a victory for the BJP but a disastrous defeat for tndian Democracy
and its liberal spirit that is being shaped so slowly and so painfully.

There is no denial that the
electoral verdict of the Assembly
elections in Gujarat has become an
agitating arrd even an agonizing
issue for the entire nation and its
echc.res refuse to die into oblivion. No
State electiclns - not even the epoch
making one in Kasl'rmir have ever
been discussed so widely or rvitl'r
such great intensity as the events in
Guiarat.

The euphoria and even the
wild enthusiasrn which Cujarat has

evoked in every corner of the BJP

caurp - from the Prime Minister
down to the rank and file workers -

can be easily understood. The
Gujarat verdict reverses a long series
of disasters for the BJP in several
States at the regional as well as local
levels. Some of these states were
erstwhile strongholds of the BIP and
its allies particularly U P, Purrjab
and Mal'rarashtra. In Gujarat itself,
the ruling BJP lost heavily in the
elections to the municipalities, tl're
grnnr panclraynts and even in the
recent by-elections to the Assembly
and to the Lok Sabha preceding the
Assen'rbly electiorrs. In fact it was to
rcverse this trend irr Gujarat that Mr.
t(eshubhai Pirtel was replacc'd by lvlr.
Narendr.r Modi. 'fire Cujarat verdict
has relieved the rragging worries of
tlre teatlers ()t ttte lJJl'.utL1 tire dccp
deprr95sit'rt'r of the street c()r11er
acti'.'ists of the prarty.

The blatant communal
campaigrring by the ruling BJP that
was so full of venonl and hatred for
the minorities; the blasphemous
denuncia tions of several
constitutional authorities like the
Election Commissit'rn, the National
Human Rights Commission and the
Minorities Commissiorl among
others, created a furore among the
intellectuals and the political elite.
The natiorral leadership of the BJP

was hard put to defend the style of
functioning adopted by Narendra
Modi and his cohorts and its
damage controllinp; exercises failed
to conviuce its critics. The anti-
establishmerrt meclia had gone to
town painting the BJP as a dark
villain. The media became a victim
of its own propaganda, paintng a

very bleak future for BJP and
predicting that the BJP would either
just scrape throtrgl-r or even be
defeated in the ensuing elections.

The arrogance of the BJP

cheerleaders and the unbalanced
utterances of the leaders of the VHP
- especially Shri Pravin Togadia -
shocked ar.rd scarrdalized both the
media and the intelligentsia of the
ccluntry. I'-or sevcral morrths the BJP

liigh coutntarrd sufferecl Llre clrarge
that their frartV was eitlrer arr
(lrL\rll{l)ll!r' (rt .uL llrttr u5ttLl \\rlrltcs5
to the sl.rughter of thc innclcents in
Gujarat. l'hey rvere itware that the

Freedom. F'irst Janucu'v-ItI arch 2003

charge of being involved was not
entirely untrue and K P S Gill, the
retired police officer from the Punjab
was deputed to'control'the Chief
Minister for a few weeks. The
juvenile outbursts of the VHP leaders
did notl-ring to salvage the up;ly
image of the BJP. The ghosts of
Gujarat hatrnted their top leaders at
national and international forums.
The world press badgered tl'rem with
irrefutable facts and the logical
conclusions drawn from these facts.

However, the electoral verdict
in Gujarat has shocked the victors
and the vanquished alike - both
proclaiming the result to be 'a
landslide' victory for Narendra Modi
- with the BJP capturing 127 seats
i.e.,7O7o of the 182 seats in the
Assembly.

But a careful look at the
figures of the BJP's position in the
Assembly in the last four elections
in Gujarat, reveals a more balanced
picture. A study of these figttres
shows that the 2002 verdict, far fronr
being a landslide victory, is merely
a marginal one. [t is definitely not
a turning point but merely au echcl

of previous victories as the
folkrwir-rg table will shorv. For the

sa ke o f cla rity the iigures a re
c<rnfined to tlrt' ttr'o tttajtrr cotrttlstaltts
ot 2()t)2.

Friettds as n'ell as etretlit's of



In Free India - Only Politicians, No Statesmen. Only Netas, No Leaders

Narendra Modi are barking up the
rvrong tree when they praise or
condernn tlre so-called'crushing'
victory of the hard core Hindutva in
Cujarat. Tlre euphoria in the BJP
ranks as also as the depressive
nightnrares in the opposition camp
are just hallucinations. There is
rrothing nruch in the verdict to write
hone about. Tl're earth shaking
campaign of Mr. Modi brought the
BJI) a mere six seats more than the
number reached by Keshubhai Patel
after a quieter campaign in 1995.
That year the BJP secured 667o of
seats and this year Modi secured 707o

. To say that Modi's victory as a

'landslide' is, itr my view an
exaggeratiorr.

Let us go a little behind these
figures. In 1995, the three stalwarts
of the BIP -Keshubhai Patel,
Slrzurkersinh Vaghela and Narendra
Modi worked hard and long to pull
dorvrr tlre edifice of the Congress
rvhich lrad been considerably
weakened not by the BJP but by
Chimanbhai Patel and his lacklustre
successor Chhabildas Mehta.
Bebweerr 1990 and 1995, Chmanbhai
Patel kept juu'rping in and out of
Parties - from the Janata Party to the

Janata Dal to the Janata Dal [S] to
the Janata Dal [G] to a ministry
sup'rported by the Congress fronr
outside arrd finally joirrirrg the
Corrgress. In order to keep hinrself
irr pclrver, he had to trim his sails to
the changing winds and currents of
the political scenario at the national
level.

In 1995, the BJP did secure a
landslide victorv when its seats

junrped from 67 to 127, and its vote
share from 27% to 42.57o. But tl-re

party organization of the BJI'was not
strong enough to witlrstand this vic-
tory shock and the resultant power
struggle that ensued. Withirr a year
the BJP was iu shambles and was
trifurcated. Narendra Modi was
l"rumiliated - irr fact he broke down
irr the presence of l'ris party's MLAs
and was kicked out and away from
Gujarat for tl're next six years.
Shankersinh Vaghela's group
pressed hard for a share in tl're

power. When they were kept atbay,
they formed a distinct group known
as the Khajuria group, because
Vaghela, afraid of defections fronr
his group, took his MLAs and hid
them in the town of Khajuraho
known for its erotic temple sculp-
tures. Under their pressure,
Kesl'rubhai Patel was forced to resign
but Vaghela also had to stand aside.
Sureslr Mehta becanre the chief min-
ister. But Vaghela was insatiable and
the compromise broke down arrd the
BJP passed through very hard times.
Vajpayee and Advani were heckled
at public meetings organized by the
party. At one such meeting support-
ers of Vaghela were thrashed, and
one of tl'reir MLAs, Atmaram Patel,
was stripped of his dhoti while
Narendra Modi looked on approv-
ingly. The I3JP was vertically split,
Mehta was forced to resign arrd af-
ter a brief interreguum, Vaglrela
formed his n'rinistry with the Con-
gress supporting it from outside. Ile
ruled for a year but failing to deliver
the pound of flesh demanded by the
Congress, was denouuced by the
Cottgress for his brazen corruptiorr

and des-
potic stylc
of ftrrrc-
a , ., ,, , ,, 1, .

Vaghela
rvas {orced
to qtrit lrut

he put a puppet of his own on the
throne. He had to go for mid-term
election in 1998.

Tlrroughout all this political
upheavals, the loyalty of the Gtrjarat
voters towards the nrain stream BJll
renrained urrshaken. Even under
such adverse circumstances, with
Modi in exile and Vaghela in the
enemy's ranks, I(eshubhai returned
to power with a convincing 64% of
seats and 451o of votes to his credit.
Despite much more favourable
circunlstances- a united party, a

discredited and divided opposition
and an electorate inflamed by the
Godhra and post Godhra landscape
- Mr. Modi l'ras only slightly
in-rproved upon that performance in.
It is a very creditable performance no
doubt but it is not an extraordinary
performance. Nevertheless, Mr. Modi
has secured not only a strong and
stable majority in the Assembly but
also a clear and decisive majority of
votes that very few leaders have been
able to achieve for tl'reir party.

But then Gujarat was always
a straight fight between the
Congress and the BJP, and all other
parties occupied only a marginal
space. The Congress ideologues in
Gujarat have denounced smaller
parties like the NCP and the
Socialists for junrping into the fray
and dividing the anti-BJP votes in at
least 20 constituencies. But they
have overlooked the fact that they
themselves rejected the overtures
from the very same parties for
electoral alliances so as to ensure one
to orre fight contests.

Tlre BJP vote nray have
increased the percerrtage of votes

'-.'ll.','l lrr' (17 lr;rt crr lrrc t!r,'(-rrrrqrr'qs

vtrtr' gtrrte r.r1.r b1' 4')i,. Mr. Vaghela
rvho fotrght as a separate errtity has

lro\v nlerged his forces with the

I)arlies I S90 r 995 l 998 2002

IJJ I 67 27',/. t2t 42.5'h tt7 15';L r at 5 l'ti

C(INC 33 31V. 45 33'n, 53 35% 51 39',r"
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Congress. It is interesting and
irnportant for Gujarat that both the
major parties have gained voters'
support at the cost of smaller parties
arrd lndependents who have lost
heavily. These smaller parties lost
80% of their seats - their number
went down fron'r 12 to 2. In tl're

absence of more details, it is not
possible to study the shifting
loyalties of the voters because the
areas of victories and defeats for both
BJP and Congress have shifted
though the overall balance of power
remains n'rore or less unchanged.

The shock that the media and
the observers have experienced is
largely due to the expectations and
calculations projected by the media
and which have proved to be
baseless. For weeks on end, experts
and sephologists hammered on their
empty pronouncements ornamented
with so called survey and figures,
which rnade even some of the BJP

leaders nervous and worried. After
the verdict the tables have turned
against the media. With plenty of
egg on their face the media is now
apologetic and jittery but it has not
shown the courage and honesty to
confess that it failed to recognise stark
ground realities. In politics facts do
not matter so much as perceptions.
A felv fatal blunders by the Congress
High Command also helped in
ensuring a victory for BJP. The
decision to fight alone was the first.
The thoughtless decision to hand
over the party organization to its
erstwhile eneny Vaghela was the
second nristake. As the master
architect of the BJP in Cujarat,
Vaghela has been denouncing
Congress leaders for over 20 years.
Iu such a context it was naive to
pylrpct a ttr.tv rer'rrtit to thp Confress
part/, that Vaghela n'as to be
respected by the veterans and trusted
b1, Corrgress activists. Thirdly, the

Congress High Command decided.to
fight the Gujarat electoral battle by
proxy. Instead of entrusting the
campaign to its local cadres, its local
contacts and depending on local
know-how, an outsider like
Kamah-rath was put in charge of the
Gujarat elections. He knew next to
nothing of the ground reality in
Gujarat and was forced to admit that
he never realized the strength of
Hindutva in Gujarat.

What else is Gujarat? Gujarat
is a recognized conrmunal riots-
prone-zone. Gujarat supplied the
largest contingent of the Knrseuaks

who demolished tl're Babri Masjid
in''992. Gujarat is the only state in
India where the BfP single handedly
captured power in 1995 and has
maintained its hegemony in spite of
the very poor track record of six of
its ministries, three elections and
frequent impositions of Governor's
Rule. But Kamalnath is not honest
even in his confession. The Congress
partl, under his guidance, hoping
to defeat the BJP with its own
weapons adopted a soft Hindubva
posture. They invited several so
called Sants and Mahants to
campaign for them. Afraid to ruffle
communal feelings, they
scrupulously kept their own muslim
members away from their party
platforms. Mrs. Sonia Gandhi
launched her lecture tour from a

temple and she touched the feet of
several Hindu and Jain priests. All
such gimmicks recoiled heavily on
the party. This behaviour created
dismay and it lost the Party several
supporters without gaining
anything in return. The choice of
Congress candidates was governed
by nepotism and flattery rather than
nrerit Thc relatirres of thp rreteratrs

got 15 'tickets' and 'l 1 of thenr lost
because they had hardly any support
in their coustitueucies. Even a
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staunch Congress leader like
Jinabhai Darji canvassed for non-
Congress candidates on account of
such faulty distribution of tickets.

The verdict has been
pronounced and oor populi oox Dei.
But the far more important question
is where do we go from here? What
will be the impact of the BJP's
Gujarat victory on the votaries of
Hindutva and on their communally
sensitive programmes?. Nine states
in India will be electing their

The Fuhrer is Here

A few months back, a German
friend of mine was here to
visit mg His name was Martin
D'costa. He was a27 year old
documentary film maker. He
was here to document the life
of young lndians. By the time
he came down to Trivandrum,
he had travelled across the
country meeting and
interviewing young people.
One common refrain, he said,
he heard from the youngsters
he talked to, cutting across
cultural, class, caste and
linguistic barriers was that
India neede d a 'strong leader' ,
sone one who can lead the
country with an iron hand.

He was surprised and
shocked too as he was from
Germany, descendent of a

people who dreamed likewise
of having a'strong leader'. He
knew all too well the hidden
meaning of that desire. India
is ready to welcome fascism
in a big way. hrdia is waiting
fctr its'Fulrer' .

MIt. BINU I\{ATHEW is the
Editor of the web journal
www. coun tercu rre nts.or8.
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A Wake Up Call From Gujarat
S. V. Vaidya

Despite the growth of modern and progressive thought in Hindu society why
are Hindu parents still hostile to accepting a Muslim 'Damaad (son-in-law)

but somehow reconcile to a Christian one chosen for them by their daughter.

Assemblies during the ensuirrg year
and Lok Sabha elecions are due itr
2004. Will Gujarat with all its
horrible riots and urutual hatreds,
overshadow the political debates in
the near future? The BJP-VHP
cornbination and urore especially tl-re
lurratic f ringe iu both these
organizations n'ill naturally insist
trn repeating Gujarat with all its
terrible implications everywhere in
India. Shri L.K. Advani in his
address to his party stalwarts has
raked up the issue of the Ram temple

at Ayodhya. But we should not allow
our imagination to run riot. I-listc'rry

might be repeating itself but politics
rarely does. ln politics a week is a
long time and a motrth is anrtther
age. Each State in India has its on'u
peculiarities and no two States are

alike. Shri Vajpayee put his finger on

the spot when he declared that
Gujarat callnot be repeated because
Godhra cannot l'rappen again. But
tl-re ten'rptation to return to its roots
is very strong for the BJP rarrk arrd

file and the taillay wag the dog

forcing the hands of the high
conrruand to concede what is seen
as the rvinnirrg fornula evolved irr
Gujarat. This may be a victory for the
BJP but a disastrous defeat for Indian
Democracy and its liberal spirit that
is being shaped so slowly and so
painfully.

PROFESSOR NAGINDAS SANGHAVI,
retired professor of political science, is
a political analyst and a respected
columnist in the Gujarati press.

in fact all means other than
pursuasion. Compared with this the

Cl'rurch was very suave, tactful and
pursuasive. The Muslim rulers cared

little for social refornrs, withirr
Muslinr society or the Hindu masses,

whicl'r the British did and enforced.
The church devoted its attention
considerably to social service and
modern education. The Muslim
report card is blank in this respect.
llindus were taxecl, subjr-r.g;rterl arrd

their society and their culture
tlrreatened in their own latrd urtder
Muslin rule. The growth of Siklrisnt
irr the north arrd the Maratha
resistance in tl're soutl'r amply
manifest this. How does one exPect
thenr to have happy nremories about
Muslinrs?

N()u' iLlst L()lllll.ll !l llrt' stlcial
refortns graph of thc t\\/()

!\,illlll!llrlLrCi. lr l) Llll\1,.'i .,,-'l'1"''

I lirrdu stre iety ivas blessecl rr'itll
seyeral s6t-ial refgrrlers (Muharshi

The autopsy of the Gujarat
elections has throwrr up diverse
causes of the perceived death of
secularism. While the Congress has

traced the cause to'fear and shock'
the nredia has attributed it to a strong
dose of communal poisoning. And
both have taken upon thenrselves to
save the nine other patients
rrervously awaiting their fate later
next year at the'operation theatre'.
The lSJI'ou the contrary lras
discovered that the patierrt has, irt
fact, revived rvith the elixir of
Hindutva.

Yes, Gujarat is causing grave
anxiety to some as to where the
hitherto docile Hindu nrindset is
heading. Does it herald a llindu
vcrsion of the Taliban? The
rrrlnifestation of Ilirrcl r-r

::::'::l]:ll,"j:, 

"'1.,11': 

.:,::;'"" ":"" 
"

Orre has to delve inttr

,y

medieval history to trace the roots of
tlris transfornration in the Hindu
psyche. Why do several Hindus
distrust the Muslirns? Despite the
growth of modern and progressive
thought in Hindu society tvhy are
Hindu parents still hostile to
acceptirrg a Muslim 'Damaad' (sott-
in-law) but somehow reconcile to a

Christian one clrosen for them by
tlreir daughter. Informal dialogues
rvith several ordirrary people on
tlrese and marry related nratters are

diagrrostic.

The reasons are manifold attd
not far to seek. Tlre Muslir-ns ruled
the major part of this subcontinent
for nearly 700 years till the advent
of the tsritish. History does not
attritlute much benevoleuce to their
rule. i'Vhile Islttur got tlrc paf 1'1v1111ge

of Mrrslinr rulers Clrristiarritv
f)r'ospert'L1 Lllt(lcI tlle bl rtlsll liirl.
lslanr spread through couquest,
violence, denrolitiorr of terrrprles arrd,

Freedont lrirst J attuar-v-Nlarclt 2003
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Karve and Rammohan Roy to
mention only two) at various stages
of history. They braved social
ostricisation to doggedly pursue their
rroble ideals. How much can Islam
boast of on this score, in India, or for
that matter all over the Muslim
rvorld? Very little!Even Sufi culture
was not allowed to strike deep roots
iu the Indian Muslim society.
Ultimately a learned scholar like Dr.
Rafiq Zakaria l'rad to prescribe
modernisation of Islam to fight the
post 9 / 71. global anti-Muslim wave.
If only Islamic reformers and rulers
had stubbornly prevailed over their
mullal,s and moulvis to carry this
noble religion along with the times
the communal atnrosphere in the
country would have been
harmonious. Akbar's was a glorious
effort in this direction but a

monumental failure.

The politicians must share the
blame squarely for this tragic
situation. Far from blending the
diverse components into a happy
people they used the Muslims as a
mere pawn in tl'reir vote bank politics
instead of encouraging their social
and economic uplift. The Muslim
elite, too failed in their duty. On the
contrary they hogged all the
benefits, arising from minority
appeasement resorted to by the
political nasters, leaving the poor
Muslim masses to sink deeper in the
quagmire of social decadence.
Events like the Shah Bano case
successively offended the Hindu
rTrind. The self styled secularists, be
it in the media or politics made him
feel guilty whenever he voiced his
gerruine concenls on the subject. The
I Iindu feels he is taken for granted.
The growth of right extremisnr and
Llrc u(Ilrstor-lllauolr ut tire i trtrciu
nrindset can be traced tct tl'ris sense
of let dorvrr.

An average Hindu mulls over
all this. He is conscious of the
exclusive Islamic world where no
other religion is allorved to be
propagated and ethnic cleansing in
our neighbouring countries drives
Hindus to the only shelter, India,
that they can have on this planet.
Continued political opportunism of
the Congress had to make way for
an alternative the BJP and other
rightist outfits naturally provided. If
India has to effectively bear the cross

of secularism despite being
surrounded by lslamic
fundamentalist states surely the
Indian Muslin'rs have to lend a strong
shoulder. They did so admirably
during the freedom struggle. But
thereafter? It is to the credit of
Muslim masses that amidst all this
99.9997o do indeed treat India as

their home but their peace and
wellbeing is held to ransom by
terrorists, most of whom are
Muslims from across the borders and
others local inspired by thern.

Try as they can the Hindus
find it difficult to jettison this
baggage of history. It is sad that this
load has only increased. The
Partition of India made the Muslims
further suspect in the eyes of the
Hindu. The massacre of Pandits in
Kashmir and communal riots all
over widen the divide further.
Secularists and liberal Muslims
rarely visit Kashmir or the refugee
camps to wipe their tears. The media
confines itself to its routine and
minimal coverage but shouts no end
at every communal riot elsewhere.

lt is against this background
that we have to view the
transformation of the Hirrdu
rurindset. 'loclay they leel cheated bv
the politicians, their sentimerrts
ignored and even irrsrrlted by the
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media. They nurse a grierrance that
the Muslims are getting the best of
both the worlds (i.e. exclusiveness of
the Islamic countries and liberal life
clf the secular ones) wl-rile the Hindus
feel like poor relations in their own,
only and the last shelter i.e. India.
Thus driven back to the wall the
social and religious dynamics of the
Hindus gets activated when
provoked, with savageness they
would themselves feel ashamed of
later when the fires of provocation
and revenge subside. [t is not
rationalising their conduct but
lamenting on the circumstances that
have driven them to this pass.

History shows and experience
confirms that many instances of
brutal Hindu retaliation (for example
Ahmedabad: 1969, Mumbai: 1993
and now Godhra) followed
provocative acts of varying degrees
(like desecration of temples, rape, etc)
by some misguided or manipulated
Muslim lumpens. What was needed
in such cases was prompt and
effective diffusion of this anger. The
Muslim clergy and the liberal but
silent and sober Muslims neither
took the initiative of condemning it
promptly nor entered into immediate
pacifying and damage control
dialogues with the Hindu leaders.
They reacted only after a brutal
revenge had taken a heavy toll of
innocent lives. And when a group
of well meaning Muslims did come
out with pacifying and conciliatory
efforts the media did not give
adequate coverage because that news
does not sell! This is not my
con'lment, prominent Muslims
themselves have complained.

All is still rrot lost. Even
tv;rrritrg natiotrs leave ertouglt scope

for track-ll diplomacy. Why not try
that appr<lach (uuless already in
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Grrjarat - Defeat of Secularism?
Ashok Karnik

Secularists are politicians too but they should keep politics out of secular causes.

progress) vis-a-vis respectable
leaders of both comnrulrities? Keep
politicians out and saner, sensible
elemerrts in. It is.high time the
Muslim elite, moderates, scholars
and intellectuals come to the forefront

to launch tlris crusade in
collaboratiou with their I-lindu, Sikh
and Christian counterparts. They
would be doing a great service to the
nation.

MR. S. V. VAIDYA is former Director
of the Intelligence Bureau, Governrnent
of India. He retired in 1994. He can be
contacted on vaidyavg@hotmail.com.

assertion.

Initially, secularism did not
face opposition in India since there
was no corrtradiction between the
majority religion and secularism.
The 'Sarua dharma snntabhna'
professed by Hinduism seerned to
jell well with secularism. That is
wl'ry even after the holocaust of
partition when lakhs of Hirrdu
refugees carne to India, secularisnr
was not seriously challenged. The
Hindu parties failed to get a toeJrold
irr Indiarr polity.

Challenges to Secularism

Secularism has had to
corrtend with two historically
antagonistic religions in India. This
is a politicall), itrcorrect statenrertt ttr

r.rrake es it is corrsidered diplortratlc
to talk of arr age old brotlrerhctod

.between Hinclus and Muslims. The
freedorrr struggle, rro doubt, brouglrt
the two comtnutrities together but
jinnah's dream shattered that
relationship. Mahattrra Gandhi and
later l)andit Nehru valiarrtly tried ttr
Iturtttre the brotherhttod lrtrt Irrdia's

l'reriodic wars with l)akistan atrd

irequettt ctltttttruttal riots reopetred
olcJ rvouttds.'i'h.' lrrdiarr state lrad

tlallarled to rt:ttraitt lrtlt't<l sectt litr
ideals and lrrtrslr tllrder the carpet

the trccrrsiotlt I cottt t lttt tral rtr nrbl ings'

The Gujarat Assembly
election results canle as a shock to
opposition parties and the
intelligentsia outside Gujarat. Not-
rvithstanding the excuses trotted out
to explain away BJl"s landslide
victory, it rreeds to be conceded tlrat
Narendra Modi proved his critics
wrol'rg. Au ogre who was sought to
be tried in the Irrternatioual Court for
genocide and was accused of being
a modern day Hitler became a hero
to the people of Cujarat. An electoral
victory does not absolve arrybody of
crirnes but one must concede that
there rvas a differertce clf perception
betn'een the people of Gujarat and
those outside.

The secular opittiou-makers
(national media, Congress and tlre
Lcft partics) pul. Modi on public trial
and the people gave their verdict. lt
is necessary to accept tlte verdict and
see rvhele tlrose genuirrely concerrred
about secularisttr rvent wrong. No
point iu arguing that eveu Hitler
won elections and was olrce
popular. That arnourlts to alr
evasiorr of realitl, and refusal to learn
fnrnr Ctr jarat.

Incvi tabili ty of Secularisrn

Sr,ctr l;rrisrrr rerrtairrs rtttde-
finec'l . Irr tlre West, its linrited
rnt,arrirrg is tlrat state artci religion are

10

separate and that religion does not
dictate state policy. For a multi-
religious society like India, this rvas
an ideal prescription, particularly
after rejecting the two-nation theory.
lndia could not and rightly did not
fall in the trap of becorning a Hindu
rajya, as it would have justified the
two-nation theory. However, secu-
larisn-r was never explained. Iu the
confusion, everybody claims to be

secular. lslanr which does not eveu
accept that there should be a

dividing line between state and
religiorr has followers who claim to
be secular; the RSS/VHP obfuscate
nratters by arguing that Hirrdu
culture is differerrt from IJindu
religion and missionaries coutitrue
to believe in conversions (voluntary)
wlrile accepting that all religions are
ecltral. A secrrlalist calllrot arBue
against any of these corrtenticltrs
because lte does lrot krtow exactly
where lre stands. Tlte state could
have refused to deal rvith religiorr pcr

se. I{eligion should have beeu left to
the private domain but the Indian
state got entangled in tlre concept of
nrinority rights, nrinrlrity protection
etc. and vvhirt shotrld havc treerr
resIricted Io'rtrtrt-cliscritrrirtaIir-rn'

f"::r: ": r:::t' :t:.':rEil',. lll:
nrajoritV is .r,t 1.,,,rr't.,1'.,rttttt bttI
'logical cousecluerrce. Cr,rjalat is
perlraps thc beg,iurrirrg of sttc-lt atr
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Sirtce the 199(h, the conrutttnal
scene has chtrttged dramatictrllv.
l'ak-ins;rired terrorist activities are
no ltrnger a sPorac{ic clisturbance; it
is a cl;rih'statr tvottrrcl. The success

of the urujahicleen agtriust the USStt
in .,\fghanistan anc{ its subsecluent
'falib'irnisatiou, lslamic uprisings in
llosnia, I(osot'o, Checltnya artd the
risc of the Al Quaida rvith the active
assistarrce of Pakistan lrave lent a

nt:rv clinrcnsion to Pakistan's claitrrs
to J&K. 

-lhe irrfltrx of fc'lladis fronr
[)akistan and their clailv depredation
irr the rranre tri lslam, have given rise
trr ir1lpotsl1l rage in India, particu-
larlv since the [ndian state has fourrd
no atlequate c()urlter to itrlrnrl. The
rage is often clirected against the
haprlg55, local co-religionists of tlte
iclndis. The luutrtic fringe in the VHP
rurisses rrcr opPcrrtunity to point a

firrger at tlte 'anti-natic'rtrals'. Nr-r

rr,rrr)rler the rhetoric r'rf the V[-ll'
strikes a chord iu the minds of the
I linrlr.rs. Secularists are thus rvorkiug
irgainst a tir{e of inkrlerance. They
hirve kr fincl nernt ans\\ters to rterr'
pr()blcn'rs irrsteacl of chantirrg the
r\'()rn ()ut nlitntril of auti-
crrrtrnrlrnalism.

lVrong Tactics

It can be argued tlrat one
clcckrral defeat should rrot lead to a

paraclignr slriit iris n pis secrrlarisnr.
It is not tlre defeat in Cujarat that
nratters so rttuclt, it is the \{r()ng
inrage of secularisnr prrojected in
Cujarat tlrat is clisturbiug. Secularisnr
is a n'onderftrl precept but good
ideas inrplen'rented badly are useless.
O[ concenr is the rnind-set r,r'hich rt as

created in Cujarirt agrrinst sectr-
laristn irnd which crrn get re1'llictrterl
t'lsei1'11"r" if c.rre is nrrt takerr. The

l':'ln]:'ll.'i:: :1"::"1'll"I f.:'pl" :ll:.:
tlrerrt.trr,.r\'.

U nforttrrrit tely, secularists

have f.rilecl to r.rntlerstantl the
seutiurent behind the rnaiorit-v
conrnruuitv's uneirsirress.'f lteir knee-

ierk reitctiorr is to treat everV
exprression tlf llre nrajrlrit-y
cotunrurtit)r's c()ncern .ts

conrnrrrrurIism. Secu larisnt lti'ts cortte
t() nleiur 'prrotecticnr of the rrrirrorities
against nririority repressiou'. Thus
rrrrr'r'ittirrgly secr.rlarists have got
thenrschtes labelecl as anti-Fliudu.
Tlris is rvholly trrrjust but that is the
perccption ani()ng the Hindus. Look
at Cuiarat for evidence. The VFIP is
cashing irr on tlris scntinrcrrt to
cJebunk secularisnl. The Tr.rgadias
ancl Singlrals are talkirrg of lrurying
secu la risrrr.

1'lre opPosition 1'rarties are
n,earirrg the mantle of secularistn.
Tlreir fight against the NDA
governnrent is projected as ;r fight
."lll(rinst ccttnruutraIisttt .tttrl fctr
secrrltrrisnr. One nerrer lllqrlvs n'ltcre
their politictrl interests eud .'lnd
c()ncerns over secularisnr begin. The
genuirre, non-political secularist has

got lost irr the pttlitical nrelee. ln
Gujarat, the secrrlirrists lost because
they failed to step asic'le from the
ptrlitical battle. Seculirrists rrre
politicians tt'xr but tlre-y shtlulcl kee;r
p()litics out of secular caLlscs.

Rerncdics

Sectr larists sl.roulci reclefine
their rtrlu in the liglrt of Cujarat. Their
ainr slrrrulcl be to reduce c()llu'lLnlal
passions and trring tlre rvarring
gr()ups tog,ether on tlre basis that
religion is a personal nratter ancl
sltrlrld n()t c()nle in the rvav of pr,rblic

orrler. Secr-rlarists are etlotiotrally
triggered to cln'ell itrto causes oi
conrnrunal riots to cirtch the guiltv,
prosecute thenr ;rtttl setrt{ thenr to
;ril Tlri.- i'r f lr,' i,'h itrr th,. t-r'li'-o ",'r
ftrr the seculirrists. lrt .r contnrlr rtal

riot, I,rotlr p;rrties are rrfterr guiltr,. The
tlifference is oi degree. lt is ftxrlhirrtl.v

Frcedorn Fi rst Januor-,,-lr[orch 2()0i)

to suppr)rt ()ne gr()rrp against the
otlter. l-et the prolitical p,11tig5 pln1,
tht'rt girnre, not the sectrlirrists, .rs the
lntter har,e il l'nore ltrsting role to
prliry. I lorvever, the seculrrrist n'arrts
to be the conr;.rltrinant, irrvestigator,
prrosecntor ancl iudge. 'l-his happe-
tued in the post-Cotlltrn ritrts. In the
iruxiety to briug lr,'locli ancl the l3JI'
kr brxrk, irttenrpts rvere rttirde kr pliry
d1'r11,n the lxrrror of Coclhrir. Tl.reories
rvere toutecl tl'rat Rrrrr Scpriks hi'rc1

molestecl a \\'()nlan, tluarrelecl rvith
tea-r,errdors cl nl. Sortte ct'crr
professed that thc VFII) had itscli
plarrned Codlrra. This kirrc'l of rush
kr judgenrerrt rvas fatal kr thu sectrlar
cause. The issr.re turrrecl frortt 'tr,ho
rvas guilty lo rvho n as the savi()rrr
of Hindus'. Vilification of N4crdi got
translated into attack on Hincius.
Secularists got isolated. Worse, they
Iost credibility.

This is not the tlefeat of
secularisur; this is the defeat of the
practice of secularism. I Ienceforth,
secularists coulcl clcr tvell ncrt to ['re

iudgelttental, ttot trct as tools of
politictrl prarties. Sectrlrrrisnr is trrcr

precious to lre left kl politicians. It
rvill come urrder gre.rter attack ns

l'akistan-inspirec{ terrrrrisnr corrti-
trues. The Vl_ll, r.r,ill bec(rnre more
irggressive. Muslims u'ill become
srrllenlv hostilt' 11rq,;rreis thu nra jorilt'
conrnrurrity as thev rrecdlesslv cotle
under irrcreasing scrutiny.
Secularists will lrave to plav a

cnlcial role irr avertirrg thL, disaster
of the auti-Pakistarr setrtitrrent
beconring arr anti-Mnslinr tide.

fUR. ASTIOK KARNIK is a retired
Eovernrnetrt servanl and ctrrrently a

freelance writer.

That religion which forbids
ht rtlanitrriar' lrnha'rin, tr hoha,'een mon

is not a religion btrt a PenaltY.

B. R. Ambedkar
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He is free who lives as he chooses.

- Epictetus
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Gujarat Elections ... The Verdict

Holding A Candle To Hate
A. D. Moddie

On this Republic Day, greatly daring, can millions of us in India and this sub-
continent hold the candle of questions to hate, after the harsh history of a millennia?

Part 1

It has been said that the best
contribution to difficult problems -
as are Jihadi Islam and militant
Flindutva - is to throw light on
thenl. A good way of throwing light
or-r both these problems threatening
India with rnore painful partitions
in minds and our lives, is to pose
clarifying questions to both
communal extrelnes and to the
public of India. More so, when. India
has to make critical democratic
choices for its 2lst century tryst with
destiny in a ne!\' globalising
competitive world, and the rise of
jehadi Islam in lndia's external
environment in South Asia.

South Asia has half the
porlrest of the rvorld. I'overty aud
extremist cults are not unconnected.
Hopefully thousands of self-given
answers will throw some light in the
dark corners of our hearts, and on
our harsh relationships. \A/hich then
rvill irrrpact prublic affairs and the
state in a new dernocracy now
tearing itself with the knives of its
psycho-social history. When an
t'ducationist was asked about the
uralaise in education, he said, "We
have the answers, but we have
forgotten the questions". Like
William tslake, let us "cleanse the
face of n1y spirit by self -
c'xa nrina tion ".

, cr rr.rlrs vve ltli.ty utclt 5cc (l

lessening of hate and alienaticln, and
hopeiully a dissolving oi the ghetkr

walls of the mind and of daily
dwelling. When that happens, most
may happily find that self-interest
(material, cultural, religious), the
interest of fruitful politics, and the
ultimate security interests of India,
our homeland, will be seerr to
synthesize rather than separate.

First, the candle light of
sensible questions must be
addressed to Indian Muslims, as the
millenia of Jehadic history since
Mahmud Ghazni to the Partition of
India - and now the Terror of Al
Qaida and Fundamentalisur - has
created this searing of souls, which
once knew the healing of Sufisrn and
Bhakti, and the synthesizing faith of
Kabir and Nanak.

Questiotr One. Like Abdul Kalam
Azad, perhaps the greatest Indian
Muslim of the 20th cenhrry, and later
the likes of Rafiq Zakaria and
Slrabana Azmi, have you now learnt
since the holocaust days of Partition

- and the second holocar-rst of
Bangladeshi Muslims at the hands
of Pakistan generals - that the
biggest damage to Indian Muslims
(and also to Bangladeshi Muslims),
was the Partition of India by the
creators of Pakistan? And that the
same Pakistan is now a failed state,
with an ISI/Al Qaida doctrine of
jehadic hate and killing, a dangerous
cornbine w'ith nuclear arnrs, atrd far
frclrn the conrl.rrrssiou of the Proplret?
r lrc s(lllle l'r()pllet r\tli() sclld/ I he

pen of the scholar (i.e. knowledge
arrd rrnclerstanding) is ntore

Freedont First,lanuat'y-lvIarch. 2003

precions than tl-re blood of the
martyr." And remember that tragic
mistake when four-fifths of the
Muslims of India unwisely voted for
Pakistan only in the last five years
before '1947;but four-fifths, the poorer
part, ironically stayed on in India.
The irrational politics of the
foolhardy.

Questiotr Tiao. Do you wish to
perpetuate the insensitive ideology
of earlier Muslim League leaders -
since brazenly continued by 'fatwa'-
issuing Imams in favour of terrorist
Al Qaida - the deep historical hurt
to Hindus in the plunder and
destruction of tenlples since
Mahmud Ghazni at Somnath to the
Tughlaks and Malik Kafur do"r'n to
Tanjore in South lndia; quite apart
from the historical quibbling over the

disused Babri Masjid? Are you, in
an India striving to be secular,
sensitive to centuries of
discriminatory ' jizia' tax on non-
Muslims, an economic inducement
to conversion by millions? If you irr

Islam, in and outside of lndia, have
suffered the psycho-political hurt of
the fall of lslamic power and self-
esteem of the Mughals earlier, and
the Caliphate of the Ottoman Empire
later (in neither of which the Hindus
played a role but made common
cause); and if lslam has beeu hurt
by the domination of the West since
tlre f.rll if Isl.rttiie prutr'el e.g. in
Palestine, lran & Iracl ttow; call yoll
L,f, ir(, tc)5 iClt)ttr\'t L(r llle ir,J5 \/(

political porter and seil-esteem by

the Hindus of tsharat over the last
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millenia? When tlrev recovered
po\^,/er in 1947, tlte sanre Ilindus
offered yrxr equal citizenship uuder
the hrdiau Constitution, despite the
rivers of fire of the l'artitiou.

Qrrcsliolr Tltrea. lf ytlrr have felt
discrinriuatecl against since 1947,

anc'l it the urajtlrity of Muslirrr nrerr

iurel rt't'lrne,r are still proor and
illiterate, holr' far has it beeu clue to
(a) thc refusal t'rf vour l'rolitical and
t:leric leaders, pre and post-1947, to
hclp Muslinls c()nle into, and cope
lvith the ntclderrr world rvitlr tlte
pr()ccss called "develt:prnent"; 0r)
lrceding reactiorrary, fanatic nrullns
and illnrrrs; (c) both in (a) arrd ft) jusl
rrrakirrg a 'latrcn' vote-bank of you
rvitlr the false fear of 'lslanr itr
danger', r.r,hen the real datrger lvas
tlreir unu'ise, political leadershitr'r
and self aggrandiset:rent? !Vituess
22 farnilies irud a harrdful of generals
.rs the nelv sultans of l)akistan since
1947, now a failed state torn by
otrscurantist funda mentalisnt arvay
fronr the realities and progress of the
rest of the worlcl, arrci against errert

Jirruah's rvishes. Why does the
rnttderrt rvorld have to lrrok iu vaitr
for a deurocratic, developed, stable
Islanric state, lvith tlre riclrest tlil
res()urces of tlre rvorld?

Qr{csll(),1 Irtro'. I'l.rve s()nte (rl V()u
carricd the secds ol'l)akistan iu Vour
hearts, and bceu provrlkers oi
corlnrurral riots since 1946-47? Sonte

sLlpPorted the 1'rsuedtl-secularistrr of
the Corrgress as \r()te barrks, but did
you adrrarrce secularisrrr irt your orvrr
ccrrrrnrurritv, in the msdrnsns, and in
tlre Muslirn Larv lltrard? IJon'lrave
\tn allrrlecf this Larv Board to usury
the right to 5['rs']< for all lrttlian
N4uslinrs in 1-rn51 decarles?

Qrir's/irrrr I'it,t'. \{lrere do you w'rttrt
yourselves rrnci yorrr chilcllgll t1r gtr

t1

in ftrture? You .rre rtrrt u'atrted itt culture of ltate of its arch erlemy, the
I'trkist.ru. Dlr yclu rvislr to live in Islanric Fundamentalists. ]'hev
separate ghettos r.r'itlr l)rrkistau nrind hardlv realise they are sharing
sets, (lr do yrlu rvisll t(r be us ruuclt Jinnah's fallacious t{oc111l1a of fear
arr lrrdiarr crrnrnrtrrritv as anv otlter, wltert, ytre-7947, he told lrrdi4n
etltral citizens oi luriia, anc{ a leitd Mtrslilrrs there r.r'irs no future for
conrlrrurritv against lSl spolrsolecl Al thenr rvitlt at "fi0 percent I Iinclu
Qaiela terrrlrisrl, lrefore tlre sitturtitlrr nrititlrity". lrt the entire last
bctronrcs Qurrattrlairr lJ,\,clt,r"* ",4rt.rl Irrilletrittttr tlrc'rc hirs never been a

Kt l)aryn"? Irrcliarr Mnslirls urust coheretrt politicll constitnency of an
rrrakc uP thcir nriucls befttre tlrc 2(X)3- 8() Percent Hirrclu majrlritV. Thc
04 clcctions, rvithout bcirrg anv political face o[ [ndia has shrlrt,n iI
party's vrltc l-rarrk. carlicr ilnd no!r', Politicallv, Inclia is

a c()untry of nrinorities,

Parl2
Tilla coherent Hirlrlulun mirrd

If the earlier questions clarifies "cultural nationalislrr", let
acidressed to Itreliatr Mr.rslinrs poittt trs fall track briefly olr tl'lc viervs of
to their lrarslt, trag,ic, ancJ irrational tlrree disting,uished Hindu Indians.

Past, lhe qr,restious to lhe /lirrrirrltrn The greatest nrind of the 19.17

schocrl are adtlressed eclually to their nationalists, C. Ilajagopalaclrari said
Itarslr, trag,ic, alrd irratitttral presetrt that jr.rst as t|e cultLtre o[ alcielt
artc'l future. Greece rvas tround up rvith i'r set'rse

of tlear.rtl', aucl of l(onre b-y il sense

Qrrcslirrrr O1c. What is tlre nteauiug of order ancl lan'; the culture of ltrclia,

and sutrstance of the val3ue terrl basetj otr the Upanisltads anci tlte
"culturtrl nationalisnt", n()t even Bltaglvad Gita "is trttilt artrunci the
defirrecl in Govaditr's "saffnrn l]ook". cetttral idea tlf self-control". "Il is

It is nebulor"rs. Culture is in,r separate tvltat distingtrislres cttltttre frottt
splrere frplrr prplitics. l'Ie state rcgglittir"rrr". ("|'tta l'rtrdont",
rratirrrralisrrr of the lgtlr century is 1953). ln "Tlrc Ncurnsis of tlu' lndinn
being frrndanrentally tnodifiecl Lry the lrtttlligantsia " (1953), Dr. Satnptrrrr-
inteurationalisnr, the htrrttarr rights anarlcl renrittcls us, "lt is true,
altcl errvironnrerrtirl values, the e\/ery()lle speaks tlf lttdiittl culture,
"Universal Itesporrsibility" colrcept clairrrilrg that no onc other thatt
oI tlre n'rost crrrint,rrt and rcsl-rt:cttrd hirtrsclf lrrtrlcrstartds tt'1'tn1 thc' rvorel

Dalai l.anra hitrrscli. l.ook rvhat trteatts"; seelt todav also. lVhat he

hapPc111ld ttr Cancjhiji's ulrelcar said of lrrdiart coltrnrutrists the11,

'l(irtrt llttj'. Oue fails to firrd a sirrglc could [re applicablc to lrtdiatt
Hindulutr intcllcr.--ttral wlro has secularists, Hindultttt, ane'l lslarnic:

publicly forrnulatecl'culttrral fulldatnentalists ttow: "Thereisevery

ttationalisttr'as a colreretrt cottcept. reasotl ttl helieve tlrat tlre lltdian
lletrveen rhe ratrclottr urltsings of Atal conrntttttist has b<.rrrorved lavishll'
Uilrari Vaipavee, and flre rather tlre tteurosis, altrng rt'itlt the

cliffererrt ottelitters rrf Narerrclra MtrcJi ideokrgv, tll his trrerttors atrroac]"' A

arrd Togadia, onr' is lcft rvtrrrclt:rirrg sectiotr ttf I'lindulur aPpt'|ars to lravtr

if tlrt, crrrrtentp()rary J lirrrlrrlr'rr rninrl lreett ittfltteltcecl [rv I litleriarr fascists

;,.,-.:.-.,,:,,'...,.,,.,,,.,,.,,,,h.,.,,,;,,,.:.. ..,,.,...-: ..,1-., -,.r.1..:,.',., t""t;'-'l

liberal culture ancl plrilostrplt\,, .urd violettce, atrtl taking tlle l.lrr' itl ttr
bectrrne sclrizoplrretric, sltiiriLrg the tlreir lrarrc'ls, evell as ctrlttrr.rl l'trlrrers'
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l'ire Shiv Setta too ltas its frrta'n
I'uhrer, the ccttrcept bttrror+'ed frour
the totalitariauism of Islatuic
funcltrmeutalists atrt{ Nazisnr.
Si grrifictrn tl-l', Sa urp'ru nrattand adds,
"\{hirt nrakes t'lur Lrurcletr so l'reirvy

is thirt ive are not spirituirlly
equipped to beatr it." A serit>tts
ruirtter fttr Hittdrttun. A third, nlrre
c()ntenUr()rary fall back in preserlt
intellectuirl crlnfusiotr about
"t-'ultural natirrrraIism" is the Nobel
[.aureate, Dr. Anrartya Serr. In "Nol
f'ro3, llrrt Fnlcon" (TOI, 10.1.03), he
bclierres lndia's cnlfure since ancierrt
times rvas "Our ability to bc
siurultancouslv receptive and
creative"; ancl giving cxample:t fr()l'rl
ancient Ind iarr science, nrathematics,
irrter-cu ltural interchanges r.r' ith
China and South Asia. "lndia has
been in the nriddle of global
interactive exchauges f or
centuries".... "We dc'r not need tcr

seek otrr prride in the fanciful rvorld
t'rf a flourishing w'ell-frog".

Qrresfrorr Tl'r'. I lorv far can Flindutun
coherentlv and crecliblv courpare its
ruotiou of "Cultural Nationtrlisnr"
n,ith these three great ntodern trud

practical minds, in l{ajaii's "self
ctrntrol"; in Sampurnanand's "lack
of s;riritual equipnrent", and in Sen's
"receptivc, creative" intercultural
exchanges?

Qrrr:sliorr T/u'rt. [Jevond its politics,
rglrirt Iaye beel Hiltrlrrlrrrr'.s real
con trilru tiorrs to the understanding
and appreciatiorr of lndiarr culture
true and pr()per irr the last decades,
apart frorrr strident clrauvinisnr?
Where are its Vivekanandas, its
llaiagopala,.-haris, its lladha-
krislrnans, its Sanrpr.rrrranarrcls, its
Anrartya Sens?

Qrrt'-s/irrrr Irorrr. Dtres the tcrnr
"Rnshtrn" rlean the sanre as the

Ittcli;rn st.rte in the Iucliart
Cottstittrtit'rn? Tlre BJP-led NDA
goverunreut has cltrrrtecl this sitnte
Crrnstitrrtion to Kashrrriris aud Nagas.

lf not, n,hlt differences? State
socialisur ()r state ctgritalisnr is dvirrg
in lnc'lia irntl rrtrroad. lt's secularisnr
hirs been de-legitinrised by the
Cortgrcss party anLl otlters tvho
introclr.rcccl it.

Fkrtving fronr cluestiorr thrce
is rlrr.sli(),t iortr. I f Hindu tva
prop()Lrnds, "Justi<:c to all and
al')pcasrl'ncnt of rttlne", tr,here does
it stapcj ryitI tIe alrolititrn of all
reservations for p()sts and
legislatures, and unsustairtatrle
sr,rbsidies for varirrus sectiturs of the
people? Can thc 1'rr.rtrlic o[ Inciia see

a clear policy ()11 aPPeasctlrettt,
resen'a tions .r nci strlrsiclies?

A lsrr iltrn'ing f ronr t he
Coustitutit'rn, 4lreslirrl frre. What is

the pltrce of non-l Iinclu lndians in
tlre 'Rrrs/rtrn' of 'IIimtu|uo', cspeciirlly
rvhen they i'lre citiz€ns of Indit't, lvl'ren
thev are in lrrclia's Dr.iertse irrrd
public services, ancl n'hen they make
their crrntritrtrtions to lndia's
developrutent anr.l pr()gress in
various fielcls? Does Hirlrluft'n wish
kr refrirrrre the Ct'rrrstitutitrn frrr these,

irr rr'hat significant areas, atrcl hor,r,?

Qrtr'slirrrt Si-r. \{hy lras trtrt thc vast
Hinrlutva boc.lV takcn iirnr steps: (a)

to cluansc'the holy Cartga & Jamuna;
(b) to cle.rnsc tlrc holicst of its tcnrple
towns, Ayodhya, Clritrakoot,
Varanasi, Cava, Pandharpur etc. of
the crinrinal culture of priests and
sacilrus rvith gurrs, land grabtring,
brazetr extortion, artcl tlre fleslr
trirtle? (For tletails, see Tlrr'Wrck,19-
l-20()3). Dorr't these l':laces represent
i! lr-.::i 'l ll::r.l-: 1".:lili':..
nty,tht,log,t', religion atitl ctrlture?
\{h_y is uot .r finger liftetl bv an_y

I-[indu official or politician t()
e.force t5e lary i1 tftese prlaces,
erlsure "iustice for all irncl no
irppeaselnertt" of its r.rnlroly priestlv
gaug agiriust nrillions t'rf gentr irre
clerrotees? 'fhis is \$()rse than a ir.tr.
recent rtrids [r1, terrttrists gtr tltree
ternples. lt is T. S. E,lliot's "Murc{er
in the Catheclral" of Flinduisnr.

Qaesfiol Scuut. Carr Hinclutva ask
itse lf to rvhat extent does it carry tl'lc
transferred hatc of Mahnrud (lh.rzni
and I'akistarr to lndia's orvrr citizerrs
in the nrinoritv cornnrtrrrities? Is it
fair, rlr evcrr in lnclia's securitv and
econ(nnic interests? This is an honest
intrurspective question, not itrst a

tluestion for public derrial,

Qurslirrrr Eigftl. ln the conflict over
ed ucatiorr ancl text books, rrritror
factual errr)rs apart, n'lrere are the
funclanrerrtal historical tlteses
rvrc)ug? The omission of the history
of caste is surely a funrlamental error
crf India's srrcial history. l'he
onrission t'rf the assassination cri

Gandhi, the leader of the freeclotrt
nrtrvemerlt y'>re-1947 is irn iurportartt
and unjustifiable ornissi()n of a

globally knorvn fact. What is our
duty to lndia's children, chauviuisnl
or historical iutegritv? Only firscist
and conrrnunist history textbooks
sr.rbstituted prropaganda for trttc
lriskrry. Instead of a nuurber of ud lnc
controrrersies, at tlre cost oI Irrtiia's
clrildrcrr's educatiotr, call thcre be

ol'rjective critcria to include or omit
issues and facts rrf Indian or any
history; (rr, for that nratter, any
educatiotral subject. Catr such
criteria be publicly delrated t() t'n()\re

torvards national crrnsertslrs?

Qrrr'sllrrrr Nirtr', a blank so far. To rvhat

.'.1,::rl -1. -. I i:::.1'.:l'.'.: L': I!

[rro.rclly evolvittg rlati()ll.ll ftrreign
prolicy of Irtdiir since.l 991: (a)

Freedom First,Iarruotl'-ittarclt 200i) t5
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Bridging the Communal Divide: L

Cyrus Guzder

Frankly the only ideology now must be an uncompromising support of the Constitution
of India inasmuch as we are all citizens with equal rights before the law.

torvards the U.N. and its agencies,
especially WTO, [LO, UNESCO, (b)

Islamic states in Asia and Africa, (c)

neighbourhood countries as

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, C}rina,
N. Korea and ASEAN, (d) the Vatican
and the Christian countries of the

What has happened in
Gujarat is sought to be explained by
saying that the Muslims have been
harassing us for so long, that these
killings are a fitting reply,

Such a feeling is extremely
difficult to counter as long as our
existing foreign policy witl'r Pakistan
renrains one of confrontation. It was
rrnder Vajpayee's foreign
ministership in the early days of
Jarrata Party rule in 1977, that Jagat
Mehta was sent to Karachi to restore
diplomatic relations with Pakistan,
then in shambles. It is ironical that
our relations with Pakistan are back
to where they were in the'seventies
under a government headed by
lvlr.Vajpayee. If we continue to revel
in tl're idea that we have to punch
the Pakistarris in the nose, it
becomes extremely difficult
simultaneously to conduct a process
of reconciliation with Muslims
within India.

You nray ask what have
relatiorrs with Pakistan to do with
lelations rr'ith Muslinrs in India?
There are nrarry underlying culrerrts
ir irr-tr tire >rttr.1it lrtti tLtttt s.lyt'
anything about Muslims. The
fundanreutal urrderlyirrg current is

West? What are Hindutaa's long-term
strategic policies for nrilitary and
economic security? Is there is a thin
line, if any, between "cultural
nationalism" and internal and
external politics. Both culture and
nationalism l'rave wider implications

tlrat the Sangh Pariaar continues to
propagate their belief that the
Muslims in India continue to
subscribe to the two-nation theory.
The Pariaar says that when the
Muslirns wanted their nation they
broke us up and drove us out of what
is Pakistan today. Now that they
have got their nation so why don't
all Muslims go there?. This implies
that we must be in contirruous
corrfrontation with Pakistan. Such
an attilude does not n'rake any sense.

We are geographical neighbours and
we can't change geography; and
Pakistan is an extremely important
ally of the United States, the world's
largest power. We cannot ignore this
fact either.

We have a Muslim population
as large as Pakistan's. So my
submissiorr is quite simply that if we
believe in civil society and we want
to live in harmony with all the
people in our own country which
includes over a 100 milllion
Muslims, what is the poirrt of
carrying r>n an ideolop;ical n'arfare
against tlrt' Muslinr nation next docrr
because that only w;rshes back into
i,,.,,.,,, 1,.,ii.,.t. ir,,rr..r,,.ii,",rr,.
Togadia and iris friends to bling back
the Mandir on the tsJl''s agenda. The

Freedom First Jantnry-March 2003

in public affairs.

MR. A. D. MODDIE as an IAS officer
has held senior positions, and after
retirement held senior executive
poswition. He is a well-known author
and commentator.

BJP may say no Mandir as the
Supreme Court says no. This is the
forked tongue. The point is the BJP

is least interested in building a

Mandir over there. On the other
hand putting the Mandir back on
their agenda is a wonderful way to
spark off communal riots when and
where they are needed.

It is really easy in tl'ris country
to keep tensions simmering by saying
we want to go to war with Pakistan,
raise all kinds of issues even create
fresh ones, don't bring people to

iustice so that on the one hand we
say we taught them a lesson and on
the other say thank God we r€deemed
our self respect. It is very easy in this
situation tcl contirrue the strife. Flence

I say in the larger colltext, we have
to work botl, internally and
externally.

For some reason, we have lost
the idea of what we are as Indians
We are all citizens of this couutry.
Frankly the clrrly ideolttgv tnust now
be an uncor.rrpronrising support of
the Constitutiolt of Indii.r inasrnuch
as we are all citizerts with equal
iltlrt5 DeI(rfe tlre ti.l!v. ,{llu, I (ltlllK
that if tve were to adoPt this
unconlpronrisirrg ideology a large
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Bridging the Communal Divide: 2

Satish Sahney

We must start addressing the youth. Today's youth is more arnenable to reason

number of other actions would
follow. For example we should have
been tl're first to condemn Godhra;
rve should have been the first to
condemn the procession of the VHP
whicl'r took place the next day; we
should have been the fust to confront
the fatua just as we should have been
able to confrot'rt Rajiv Candhi's
response to the Shah Bauoo
judgement. Time and again we have
lost opportunities. And therefore it
is no surprise that people feel that
the liberal Hindu is actually anti-
I-lindu. And we can both rebut
fundamental Hinduism as well as

tl're unfortunate Hindu social
prescriptions of the Manu Smriti il

The demolition of the Babri
Mosque and the riots in Mumbai in
December 92 and January 93 had
embittered the Muslim cornmunity
to such art extent that when the serial
bomb blasts shook tl're city in March
1993 they felt avenged.When a group
of people or a particular community
feels threatened or insecure it
develops the ghetto mentality. This
phenomenon was witnessed in
Mumbai after the riots and same
thing is reported to have occurred
in Ahmedabad. Areas have been
demarcated, some exclusively
Muslim and others excusively
I{indu. In such spaces, which are
inhabited by just one community
inrprc'lled by the instinct of self

we agree to abide by the single idea
that when a public injustice is done
then we have to move heaven and
earth to demand redress. Why
weren't those Shiv Sena activists
who burnt dowu Mr.Singhania's
hospital in Tllane ever brought to
book? It was a brazen act of arson.
A fine charitable hospital was
destroyed. Though initially Mr.
Singhania had the courage to speak

out he finally gave up because
nobody in his own business
community let alone in the city
supported him.

What we need to do
individually and not necessarily wait

preservation, suspecion, and
misturst of others are bred and
sustained. The Hindu-Muslim
communal divide in this country is

going to spread all over if the
fundamentalists, both Hindu and
Muslim are not checked which
appears to be the case. I therefore
have two submissions to make for
dealing *'ith the situation: First, rve

must start addressing the youth.
Today's youth is more amenable to
reason and therefore, we must be
prepared to answer all questions
they have to ask. There should be no
evasive answers. It is unfortunate
that a constant dialogue with the
youth of our country on such vital
issues is r,t'anting. Sadly, it does not

to form ourselves into groups is to
say the right thing at the right time.
What we simply need to do is that
however sn-rall we are there rnust
continuously be an attempt to react
every time there is an injustice against
an individual or against a

cornmunity or against a class in
which the fundamental equality of
individuals before the law is
undermined. We need to react as

individuals each time and every
time.

MR. CYRUS GUZDER is a leading
business exectrtive and an ardent
conservationis t.

take place even at the teacher-
student level.

Second, we n'rust avoid the use

of the word 'Secular'. It is being
interpreted as anti-Hindu by those
who are against the concept of
secularism. Instead we must exhort
the youth to respect our Constitution
and the principles enshrirred in it.
It must be impressed upon them that
the safety and well being of every
citizen of this country is possible
only rvl'ren rve as a nation abide by
the Constitution and the Rule of Law.

MR. SATISH SAHNEY is a forrner
Comissioner of Police and current
Director of the Nehru Centre.
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Nani Palkhivala
An outstanding jurist, redoubtable champion of freedom

and above all a great humanist.

atmopshere of covert terrorization of
the judiciary, rigorous press
censorship, and nlass arrests
without trial, so as to pave the way
for the suspensiorr of fundarnental
freedoms and establishment of a

totalitarian state. Once again,
braving the rulers' wrath, this
lawyer came to the defence of the
citizen. His six-page propositions
before the Supreme Court and
arguments extendinp; over two days
were so convincing that the Bench
was dissolved and the Court

dropped the matter altogether.
Commented a judge: "Never before
in the history of the Court has there
been a performance like that. With
his passionate plea for human
freedoms and irrefutable logic, he
convinced the Court that the earlier
Keslwoannnda Blwrathi case judgement
should not be reversed".

This man who saved the
Indian Constitution for generations
unborn, was Nani Ardeshir
Palkhivala (popularly'Nani'). His

In 7972-73, the full Bench of
thirteerr judges of the Supreme Court
of India heard witl'r rapt attentiou a

l'randsome lawyer argue for five
months before tl'rem that the
Constitution of India, which
guaranteed fundamental freedoms to
the people, was supreme, and
Parliament had no power to abridge
those rights. The judges peppered
him with questions. A jam-packed
court, corridors overflowing with
nembers of the Bar and people who
had corne from far-away places just
to hear the lawyer argue, was thrilled
to hear him quote in reply chapter
and verse from the U.S., Irish,
Canadian, Australian and other
democratic constitutions of the
world.

Finally came the judgement in
April'1973 in Keslnaananda Bharati
us. State of Kerala, popularly known
as the Furrdsmental Rights case. The
historic pronouncement was that
though Parliament could amend the

Constitution, it had no right to alter
its basic structure.

The doyen of Indian
iournalists, Durga Das, congratu-
lated the law,yer: "You have salvaged
something precious from the wreck
of the constitutiorraI structure whicl'r
politicians have razed to tl're
glound". This "something precious"

- the sanctity of the 'basic structure
of the Constitution - saved India from
going fully down the totalitarian
way during the dark days of the
Errrergencv 0975-77) imposed by
N4rs. lndira Cendhi.

Sor.n after tltt: rrrtrclanratitrn rrf

Enrergerrcy on 25th June 1975, the
Goverrrment of India sought to get
the judgemetrt reversed, in arr

Nani Palkhivala
In Memoriam

With the death of Nani Palkhivala, at the age of 82, there ends an era

in Indian jurisprudence. Endowed with a razor sharp intellect and a profound
knowledge of the law, he applied his gifts to many cases, some of which were
public interest litigation. His forte was the Constitution and its many clauses.
His arguments on Constihrtional matters were veritable marathons. His junior,
Soli Sorabjee writes that despite his legal genius, he was a team player, and
looked carefully at the briefs prepared for him. On onc occasion, he disagreed
with a point made by Soli Sorabjee, but must have studied it, in the interim
before he appeared in Court. He made extensive use of the argument, on
which, earlier, he had a doubt. The ability to call information from many sources,

and to acknowledge a mistake, (tacitly or implicitly), are rare qualities. He
was also interested in finance, and for a number of years, his speeches after
the Finance Minister's Bill were a public sensation. Of course, they had less

relevance when the Finance Policy itself, changed. Sadly, like my husband,
and Minoo Masani, his twilight was a lotrg one, botl'r of body and mind. FIis

brother and niece, (his wife had passed away a year earlier), were beside
him, at the end. Minoo has a r.r'idow. My husband had the consolatiorr of
having mc, our only daughter, and two grandchildren, guiding his passage,
to that world from u'hose born, no traveller returns to tell the tale. I mention
tl'rem in one breath, as they belonged to a particular generation, and were
essentially Liberals in their philosophy. "Now cracks a noble heart. Good bye,
sweet friends, and flights of angels sing thee three, to thy rest"

You had the gift of strong advocacv,
Which lighted thc content of any plea.
The gift rrf elocluence in a large mcasurc,
Was grantcd you and this wc also treasttre.
The twilight of votrr ptrssing was so sad,
i\l(ly )(rUl Ll(rV5 llr dlti,ttl(l r\ ()l lU L,U lrr(l!1.

Freedorn tr'irst Jantwy-March 2003
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greatness as a lawyer is summed uP
in the words of Justice Il. R. Khanna
of the Supreme Court: "lf a count
were to be made of the ten topmost
lawyers of the world, I have no
doubt that Mr. Palkhivala's llame
would find a prominent metrtion
therein'. The late Prime Minister
Morarji Desai described him to
Barun Gupta, the famous journalist,
as 'the country's finest intellectual'.
Rajaji described him as "God's gift
to India".

Mr. Nani A. Palkhivala, who
passed away on 11tl'r December
2002 was for the past four decades

one of the dominant figures in
India's public life. An outstanding
jurist, redoubtable champion of
freedonl and above all a great
humanist.

Born on l6th January 1920,
Mr. Palkhivala l'rad a brilliant
academic career. He stood first class

first in both his LL.B. (1943) exams
as also in the Advocate (Original
Side) Examination of the Bombay
High Court.

Mr. Palkhivala was
associated with the Forum of Free
Enterprise ever since he appeared on
the Forum's platform in December
'1957.He was President of the Forum
from Novenrber 1968 till February
2000 when l're resigned due to health
reasolls. He was President-Emeritus
of the Forunr from February 2000 till
his death. He eloquently espoused
the cause for a more rational and
equitable tax regime.

Mr. Palkhivala first spoke on
the Union Budget in March 1958. His
talks on the subject became an
annual feature in Mumbai and other
places till he last spoke on the subject
in March '1994. His expositions on
the budget were immensely popular
and attracted attendance in excess

of 1,00,000, which is a record for a

meeting on an economic subject
anywhere in the world.

He was India's Ambassador
to tlre U.S.A. from 7977 to t979.
While in the U.S. as India's
Ambassador, he delivered more than
170 speeches in different cities which
included speeches at over 50
Universities.

ln 1997 Mr. Palkhivala was
conferred the Dadabhai Naoroji
Memorial Award for advancing the
interests of India by his contribution
towards public education in
economic affairs and constitutional
law. In January 1998 he was
honoured by the Government of
India with the second highest
Civilian Award Padma
Vibhushan. The Mumbai University
also conferred upon him with a

honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws
GL.D.).
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Remembering Palkhivala

I never personally

Early this December in
Hyderabad, attending the first
rutrtiorral couveutiou of the Irrdian
Liberal Group, I met Mr. Mirrott
Shroff, president of the Forum of Free

Errterprise, and Mr. S. Dirvakara,
secretary of the Forum. Mr. Din'akara
knew me as a reporter with the
Af ternoon Dcspatch ft Courier. And the

first thing I asked him was 'How is
Palkhivala?' He replied, 'He can't
recogrrise us now'.

When I returned to Patna I got
news of Mr. I'alkhivala's death.

Nani A. Palkhivala was
among the last living souls I
adnrired. He shaped my life in many
ways.

Browsing through books in
my school library at St. Paul's,
Darjeeling, I came across, "We, The
People". It changed my life.

So when I came to Bombay as

a student at St. Xavier's College, it
was nry dream to attend Palkhivala's
budget speech. Liberalisation hadn't
happened. India n'as bankrupt in
1990. And taxation was high.

So standing in the Fort area

suddenly I see lrundreds of office-
goers in their simple shirts, trousers
and briefcases all in their quick
steps heading in just one direction
- the Brabourne Stadium - the venue
crf Palkhivala's annual budget
speech.

I{is budget speeches turned
hinr into a legend in his lifetime.
Frt'rm addressing 800 pecrple at
Cretrrr's llrrtel. Apollo Bunder. irr
l95ft, his vLrllue kept changing each

-vear as the cron'ds slvelled until it
ruroved irrto the Brabourrre Stadiunr

interviewed Palkhivala. I didn't
for him. I trusted him.

arrd rvith more than a lakh people
listening.

Not knowing arrything about
a budget, I sat on the lawns and
Palkhivala from a stage talked about
the budget, how much money it was
taking arvay from the common.
man's pockets, how much poorer the
country was going to be. His voice
still rings, "I want a clock to be put
in every town and city of this country
which will not give the time but the
external and internal debt of the
country. Do you know every second
the external and internal debt of
India goes up by 15,000 rupees",

La ter when I became a

journalist talking to ['alkhivala
became routine. I would call him up
for even samll things like what book
he was reading and he would oblige.
Or even for the opinion column he
would readily express himself and
n'ouldn't mind his photograph
placed next to ordinary men, a

columlr which some Bombay
celebrities would prefer to avoid.

Or when there were more
serious issues, Palkhivala's voice
over the telephone rvas alrvays
earnest, passionate aud even
emotional. Sometimes on issues
concerning the country I could hear
him choke with emotion.

After the demolition of the
Babri Masjid, it was Nani Palkhivala
r,r'ho promoted a solution better
known as the Wahiuddin Fonnula
where the Muslirns r.r,ould agree to
give up the Ayodhya site wltile the
I Iindr-r hardliners n'ottld itt turn sivc
a n'ritten prrrurise tlrat this trlorrdv
movement would stop at Avodhya.
I remenrber at the \'. ]J. Chavan

Freedom tr-irst,l anuarv-LIarch 2003

Manuwant Choudhary

have any questions

auditorium organised by Maclhu
Mehta's Flindustani Andolan, there
n'ere religious leaders from all
religions as well as Maulana
Wahiuddin Khan. When the Muslim
religious leader was spelling his
peace formula, a group of hardline
Hindus could be seen getting restless

- their aim n'as to disturb the
meeting. They began shouting at the
Maulana and iust lvhen I expected
the scene to turn ugly, Palkhivala
stepped in talking straight to the
fanatical crowd, "Do you even know
who you're shouting at? You're
insulting the soul of h'rdia. Do you
know anything abt-rut your own
religion? Come and see ne and I'll
tell you more about tl're tshagwad
Gita than you will ever know". The
Hindu fanatics just sat in their seats.

Quiet. Such was his power of
character.

I never persorrally inter-
viewed Palkhivala. I didn't have any
questions for him. I trusted him.

Who wouldn't? A legal
luminary whose most famous book,
"We, The People', dedicated to the
people of Irrc]ia n'ith the follorving
lines:

"To My Countrymen
Who gave unto themselves the
Constitution
But not the ability to keep it,
Who inherited a resplendent
heritage
But not the rvisclom to cherish it,
Who suffer and endure in
pa tit:nce
Without tlre perception of their
rr .r,'rrlirl "

MR. IVTANUWANT CHOUDIIARY is a

reporter with NDTV.
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V. B. Karnik - The 'Secular' Saint
Centenary Tributes

Education Service, arrd the Leslie
Sawhny Programtne of Training For
Democracy (LSP), rvas perhaps the
most collstructive and irrtellectually
satisfying phase of his life. Mr.
Karnik struck me as that rare
combination of the tlrinking of
Comrade M. N. Itoy, Hon'ble G. K.
Gokhale and Gandhiji (with whom
he shared that compassion for and
empathy with thepoor nasses). He
was a Gandhian in another sense,

in that he would praise the ruling
parry if it did something good for the
people but criticise it for its lawless
and corrupt acts.

I had the good fortune to know
hinr closely and be associated in the
rvork of the LSP, and the DRS from
1968 till his passing away. My old
school teacher from Gwalior
introduced me, around 1960, to the
ICCF, Quest and Encowtter. Then in
1962 when I started calling on Mr.
Karrrik quite often, the first thing he

asked for was voluntary help in the
election campaign l're had organised
for Acharya J. B. Kripalani against
Mr. V. K. Krishna Menotr. Every
thing Mr. Karnik told us about China
pnrvecl true.

lndia's lndependence Day
This has reference to the article on the inappropriateness of the term lndependence

Day (Freedom First, No.454, July-September, 2002).

I would like to bring to the notice of readers an apocryphal but most likely point on the

choice of midnight for the celebration of lndependence Day. We do not celebrate Republic
Day at midnight, why then lndependence Day?

It appears that the date for lndia's lndependence fixed by the British govcrnment was

1 6th August. Very late in the day, the pundits discovered that it was on a Tuesday, considered
inauspicious though the day itself is called Mangalvar!

The rational, screntific ternpered Pandit Nelrru was unable to pacify the pundits. 5o he

reqircslerl lher 0ritislr to cl,'ange the date Nothing doing. said Whitehall Orclers passed are

orders passerl

-r | ,. ., rr r,. a.  .,^,,.r .< t-\,t l- ^ rrrfr., fhe .)rll).rlr_iyv. thp f11.tion WaS fiXed

for the midnight of Arrgrrst 15 Officially Augrrst 15 had started brrt.rccordrng to Hrrrou

reckoning, Tuesday, August 15 would come only wittr sunrise. Hertce freedonr at mrdniglrtl

N. Dharmeshwaran, Guduvancherry. Tanril Nadu'

Arvind A. Deshpande

In the face of the most
scurrilous attack on the ICCF on him
as an Americanist, anti-communist
etc., I never saw him once losing his
cool or saying anything harsh
agailrst his critics. His most valuable
writing on politics, international
relations, problems of democracy,
and the role of trade unions, tcr

mention a few, was done in this last
phase. Minoo Masani ofterr used to
tell me to seek Brother (as he called
him) Karnik's opinion. The time I

spent at the DRS monthly dinner
meetirrgs, at Prof. A. B. Shah's place
and at my home with Mr. Karnik and
at the LSP seminars were
intellectually most enlightening.

Mr. Karrrik firmly supporteci
the movement for the right to die witlr
dignity.

What a noble soul to know.
His memory will be cherisl'red by us,

who liad the privilege of being close

to him.

MR. ARVIND A. DESHPANDE is the
Honorary Secretary of the Leslie Sawhny
Programme.

Though a total rationalist and
agnostic, V. B. Karnik could be aptly
described as a 'secular saint', if a

saint means a noble person, full of
the milk of human kindness,
incorruptible, transparent, never
hurting even an adversary and
always thinking of the poor, tlre
oppressed and the disadvantaged.
He reminded me of that legendary
Malublnrata character, Mahatma
Vidura. Like Vidura, Mr. Karnik had
no wealth, no authority nor power,
but innate humanism and goodness,
and yet, those who l'rad wealth or
power respected him and sought his
advice and opinion. I have
personally heard, in private,
Jayaprakash Narayan, Minoo
Masani, Asoka Mehta, Pl'rilip Spratt
aud nrany other stalwarts praising
Mr. Karnik arrd accordirrg highest
corrsideration to his views. Wlrat a

colrtrast to our present leaders?

I would only like to refer here
to the final phase (1952 and
thereafter) of his dedicated life,
u'hich rvas nrissed out irt the
speeches nrade at the public nreeting
lreld on lanuary 7,2003 in Munrbai.
This phase, wlren he rvas associated

'.'irh Ih,' Ir.r'li:rrr (-olttnrille,' [,tr
Crrltrrral Irrtredonr, Frcedotrr First,
l)er.rrocratic li.esearclr Sen'ice (DIIS),

Clrin.r Study Cerrtre, Qrrcsl, Labour
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V. B. Karnik
His Life, Labour and Ideals

During the centenary year of
Shri \/. B. Karnik, it is good to recall
a book* recounting the life, labour
and the ideals that made him one of
ths ullfclrgettable men of his times
irnd who was to lea"'e a deep
impress in all those who came close
to lrim whatever their political hue.
For it can be said of him as of
lJalasaheb Kher, that they were
tjatasnstnt, one who lTas no enemies
rvhcl were ever born. This book, small
in size, is rich in contents and
reveals aspects of this remarkable
nran which could not have been
dreamt of even by those who rvere
very close to him - as for instance the
group that is associated r.r'ith the
Democratic Research Service (DRS)

and the lndian Committee for
Culhrral Freedom (ICCD. Reticient to
a fault, he rarely talked of himself or
retailed anecdotes.

In a long life crowded with
mernorable events, he traversed a

wide range of experier-rces and had
the unique satisfaction of witnessing
many of his ideals turning into
realities, as for instance the
independence of his country and
trade unions coming of age. But there
was the frightening prospect of the
cclmrnurtists directed from Moscon'
taking control of the politics of tl're
country. M. N. Roy and his followers
knew of the tactics and it fell.to
Karnik to educate a new generation
and the old which was naive in
nlatters relating to conrmtrnism and
its true intelltiol'rs.

This he did ceaselessly
tlrrcruglr tlre pages t>f Freedorn First,
then an c)r$cr11 clf the Democratic
llesearclt Service established mainlV
t() exp()se the wiles ot the !-c)mnrunlst

' V. B. KARNIK, by his brother D. B.
Karnik, publishecl by Shrivictya
I'rakasan, I'rrne 4"11 030 in 1986.

Party of India. The DRS was to
regularly publish pamphlets and
arrange discussion groups. He did
not live to witness one of the most
traumatic events of the twentieth
century - tl're collapse of Communism
as a political and econonric system.
However, he was to witness the
beginning of the dissolution of the
tyrannical system on w'hich he wrote
rvith deep concern and sometimes
with a subdued passion.

V. B. Karnik was born in
Thane and brought up at Dadar in
Mumbai, in the shadow of the
Portuguese Church where young
boys played in the thick shadow of
cocoriut groves; when one had to
take br.rllock carts from the Dadar
Station, where outside the station,
one saw the bullocks che*ing the
cud and the cartdrivers waiting for
their custonlers. Near his home there
were a few scattered cottages and
Agar Bazaar evel'r tl'ren was the
tnarket for the local people.
Grzidually new structures came up,
It.was the days of the B.B.& C.l. and
the G.l.P. Railways. The famous
King George Fligh School was in the
vicinity accommodated in rented
bungalows; V. B. Karnik was to join
and pass his matriculation
examination from the school. An
unexpected illness before the final
examination made him lose the
prizes wllich would have been his
other.wise, for he was always very
good in his studies.

An important decision of his
father rvas that he should go to
college in I'ooua irt the Deiccau
College wlrere lhe etrvirotts wotrlci
lrrilp lillll rec()vef tus llei.lltll alrcr i-lrt

independent hc-rstel life would help
'him develop a sense of confidence.
This n'as perhaps a right decisirlrr
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for the brief college days were
indeed most fruitftil. The open green
spaces around the college offered
opportunities for discussion with
fellow students lasting long hours.
These were to be unfortunately too
brief for Karnik to fully savour college
life; for he gave up studies at the call
of the Mahatma to boycott
educational institutions. A number
of fellow students rryho were with him
in this were to rise to unexpected
heights later in life as did the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court P. B.

Gajendragadkar. Karnik later joined
the law classes run by the Kesari
Trust to enable matriculates to
qualify as vakils. FIe benefitted
immensely, using the excellent
library of the Trust tt'r read widely
and deeply and won the Macleod
Prize. He also managed to graduate
with distinction from the Tilak
Mahavidyapeeth.

His father decided to settle
down in Pune and this was a

fortunate development. His house
Anandi geha becanle a centre where
people from all walks of life came
and had discussions; d number of
literateurs were regular visitors.
Madkholkar, the literary figure was
a close friend arrd he itr turn
introduced nnmerous poets to the
household. The rnost famous of the
poets was Madhav Julian; the newly
started Ravi Karan Mandali the most
distinguished of the Pune Literary
Circles saw the youllg Karnik
lapping up new literary waves.
Contact with the ffurest literary rninds
of l)trne and the conoersnzione opened
Lrp new literarl, sensibilities. Earlier,

']: ,*,"": :rp.':."l.1"" r:llll"il, ',0:,i'

inrportauce of sr>cial reg,eneratiotr;
and these were to remain importatrt
all through his public career.
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For half a century irud ntttre,
tlre city of his early clays trecanre ltis
knrnm bhoouli and he was active itr
a rrunrber of causes n'hile pracbicirrg
lirrv at the sanre tinre. l-lis lara,

F)ractice grac{trally becattre also a

public service. I{e continuecl to trc
trctive on rnatters relating to sttcial
reforrns as r,r'hen the l3onrlrity Youtlt
Corr gress Cournri ttee rv irrrrr lv
supported publicly trvo instances of
i rr ter-conluruuity marriages (I Iirrcl rr-

lr4trslirrr). Irr this hc'n'as corrtinuirtg
iru earlier Iturte conurritnrertt recnllittg
the r'r'ork of G. C. Agarkur. Such
()peu supp()rt uaturirlly n'as to irrvite
the wrath of conservative sectiorts as

ha ppenecl n'ith Achyu trao
Kolhatkar, the firnrous iournalist,
lr'ho had once broken his lauce witlt
the redtrubtable Lokamirnya. l-le also
startecl larv classes in &lnrbay to help
the youug to qualify.

An inrportarrt chiurge n'as ltis
rl efenc'l irtp; Corrrrac'les l{aud ive arrc'l

Deshpraude irgainst the goverunreut
iu tn'o cases irt 1929. Earlier, ou tlte
trccasion rlf trr'tl iur;.r1111i1111 city-rvide
strikes of the textile rvorkers led by
Ninrbkar, Dange ancl Mirajkitr, sAvr'

Kirrnik rerrcler legal assistallce to
these leirclers. These gtrve ltirtt
irrvalua[rle exp'relierrce in the
corrclucting of cascs ancl
trnclerstirnding <lf tlre issues
irrvolved. Inrptlrhrutly, it rnade Kantik
see the ir:rportiurce and centrality rlf
tr:rcle unions in a nroderrtizirtg
srtiety. llc. n'as trr irttnrerse hiurself
rlet,prly iu this.

A r:rtxlt tluestiorr rvas rvhctlrer
trarle unions sltould aIigrr thc'urselves
lr.ith political Pn111q5 or go tlteir
irrcle,penc{errt rvrl'. Wlrile tlrey lrad to
frrrnr large n.rtion.rl txdies tltere u'ele
distinct disadvarrtages of too ckrsc'
an ic'leutity rvith any one politicirl
pirrlv. 1'lris rvas llre 1-rtlsition takett
trv N. M. .frrslri, thc Ureirt l)ioneL,r'of
thc ll'atlt' Lrniorr nrrrver:rr'ltt, rtltottt
l(ar irik rcgalrlerl as .l ulctttot. l,ikc
.loslri, l(lrrrik tv;rs to ettrl'rltasize lltt'
eL1 ue.ltl()ll .trtrl ltatttrtl; trl Itacl t:

trrritrrrists, irrt:lurlirrg politicitl
erlrrc.rtirrrr. I lc itlstr le1:allt' rlel'ettcletl

:1

It. D. Karve, tlte great Prr:ntoter and
publicist of sc'x erJucation. Kan,e
founcl hinrself clrarged rvith several
cases filecl try tlre g()\renllllL'nt ()ll
grouncls trf ot:scenity auci Karrrik
$rils to t{eletrcl ltint.

I l is plrlnrrrtir:tt artc{ rrctive
help in the krrnratiott crf tlte Dtrck
Wtrrkers' Uniou, the Mirritilrre
Workers' Urrion, the Salt l'au
l'Vorkers' Union, the l{ailrvayttlert's
Unitlrr, ntlt to ()nrit the l'extile
Workers' Urrion lrave rernairted
rerrrirrkal.rle irchievernertts. I'lere he
hacl aLrle collc,agues, eitch
sp'rc'cializing in orrrl ()r tlc, tutiorts.
Dr. Shetty, Manibert Karir, S. l{.
Kulkarrr i, Chirrles Mi,rscirrenhas, rvitlt
nrauy of $,h()r11, lre cleveklped deep
arrci atriding friendsltip, as for
iustance u,ith Mirrrilrell Kara t\'.ho
shared his deep kryalty to M. N. l{oy;
this fliencishil.r rr,irs to lirst over hrrlf
a centrlry. I le srlu, ttl it that slte lvas
sent to Delhi to the Cc'rttral
Legislitture ils represerltative of tlte
s,orkers rvlri Ie sinrtr I tirueotrsly LreiItg

trctive in the railrr.rynrcn's nuitrrt.

Art extrentelv itnprrtrtattt
dsvgllrpnrerrt thirt ttxrk place vvas the
conring trf N4. N. ltov artcl ltis stav
incogrrito irr lJrlurtral'. To l(trnik attd
lris ctllleagtrL.s, nlanv of u'llrltll tr,ere

lef tist-orientecl, this .rssociation w'as

rrrornentous for nonc, hacl the rvicle
experiertce that M. N. Ittlv ltacl,
rvlr ich rt,as sprL,ild over three
contirterrts and $.ll() ltarl au iutinrirte
1111rrr,lc'rlgt: oI t cvoILttiott.tl \/ I,r()litics.
l [re riiscussiorts that usecl to
corrtintrc into tlte, latc niglrt, tvere to
be iul eclucatirlrt oI artrrtlrer
significant s()rt iur('l tlrt, 13orlbay'
group \viis exp()sed to extrernely
ruovel icleas of revolutiort, tltcrrries of
;,rtrlitics, litrropsilll experietrces irt
<rrgartising stlcinlist l)arties irlrrl
lr1()\'L'rllellts t:tc. Wh;rt rvas elrliel a

hr-rb ol at:tivities o[ r-lilfcrcrrl kirrrls rll
strci.tl, Prrlitir;tl ttt,rttt-'r's lltrtv ttrrrk it

tl il ft'n'rrt lor'ttt, I ltr, tt,t tiott;rl rtlr r1,r:11 t,'t t,

.ul11 lr()lllrt:s rrt lrlrlr,l \r'.ls trrtirllV
Ir'.rrrslolrrretl irr tlrt,il c!'es arrr"l tlrerr,'
1\'i:l:' llr) tlott[tt (ltitt it ttt:rr' s1:i1it lracl

lr rt', :t I t t t r t I,' i t's l,l o t t t t tr t-t - t\'l a rc I t 2O()i)

beelt injectcd in the lnc'lian political
scene. ltol' rvas totally disillusiolre.ci
rvith the nrirchinatious of Staliu arrd
Iloy's decisit'rn to euter the lnclittn
National Crlngress and tct influence
the l)trrty \\..ts in clistirrct
contraventirln <tf the Ctlnrilrtern's
clirectir,,e. The attc'nrprts of l{o-r,, (latc,r)

trr inject il sLrllse of westL.rn
nroclg111i 1y ancl class cotrscioLrsness
iu the Congress failed, tlrough in
certain secti()ns it r.r'as to lrave
influence.

With the.tn'est of M. N. Itoy,
a nllr)lber of Ieitciirtg traclc'trniorrists
publicly concleurned tlte irct, rvere
arrestc'cl and it fell to Karnik trr
prepare their deferrce. Dr. Shetty,
Charles Mascarenhas, Maniberr
Kara rvere ttl be victinrs as lr'as S. M.

Joshi later. 1'hrouglrout the yeirrs M.
N. Itoy tvirs in jail, V. ts. Karnik kept
in totrch r.r,ith hirrr thrtltrglr letters
arrd lracl one of his brxrks pulrlislreci
trrtcler a pseucionyrrr (Clinn irr /tcrrrr/t).

l-Je triec'l tr: gather legal opinion for
reducirtg the Period of ll<ry's
inrprrison nreu t.

Orrce ltov lvas rL'leased, he
started a rveekly Indclwdant lndit
ancl l(arrrik rvirs the de fncto eciitor
of this; lack of firrarrce $'as t() cl()g

the steprs of the u'eeklv aucl Karnik's
cllor'!n()us sacrifices rvere ure,li-
klrtlrr'rr to tlrose close to Karnik. I-le
prrlnrtltecl l{oy's ideas untirirrgll'
and rvirs r.r'hrlle-hearterllv rvith hint
irt Prtlrttoting his Parly ancl later itr
disbarrciing it.

l-lis u'as arr extrenrelv sof t
sprrkerr derttartotrr, rc.nrarkablc, for
Iris equartintitv, ltis ope.nlress, artcl

Iris strrlng ega litariarr rl ispositiorr, lr is

krtal liberatiort frout all tertrgrtations
to lttlld offices. lle was iutleed a

turriclue figure irt rnoclern lrrdia - itt
fact a sairrt irr tht' wrtrlrJ of tracJe

turriorrs. I{is lifc re<'nlls the sinct:ritv
of the caliite'r t>f perr;-rlt: like Cirklrale
L'rut u,lrtr Prel'ullt:cl ttr lrjrl c tlttlit
r'iuttllr, unr'ler ,r lrrrsltcl.

l)lt. R. SlilNl\1ASAN is ft,lircd Irrft.ssDr
of political scicrrce rnd Associalc l'.ditor
oI l"rL'tdutn I:ir.sl.



ffi THE SOCIETY FOR THE RIGHT TO DIE WITH DIGNITY
Alliliated to the World Federation oI the Right to Die Societies

Editor: Dr. Aparna Bagwe N EWS LETTER MARCH 2OO3

. 'lt is with a heavy heart
that we report the passing
away on September 23,2002
of Dr. B. N. Colabawalla
(FRCS, FAMS), Chairman of
the Society for the Right to Die
with Dignity (SRDD).

A urological surgeon of
great repute, Dr. Colabawalla
was one of the pioneers in
establishing the speciality of
Urology in lndia - establishing

'and heading the first
Department of Urology at St. George's l-bspital, Bombay,
in 1961. He served as Secretary and later President of the
Urology section of the Association of Surgeons of lndia, which
later became the Urological Society of lndia, and also helped
found the lndian Joumal of Urology and was Chairman of
its editorial board. He was awarded the Urology Gold Medal
to honour his pioneering contribution to this specialised
branch of medicine. He was the first lndian to be elected
a full member of the British Association of Urological
Surgeons and the Urological Society of Australasia. He also
served on the editorial board of the Enfrsh Jountal of Urology.

Dr. Colabawalla was actively involved in the Renal
Transplantation Programme of Jaslok Hospital, which he
joined in 1972. Anticipating the problems that could arise
from such a programme, he helped found - and was
Founder Secretary - of the National Kidney Foundation of
lndia. An uncompromising opponent of the unethical practice
of the traCe and commerce in kidneys, he played a key role
in persuading the Government of lndia to enact the Human
Organ Transplant Act. Towards this end, he wrote several
papers and expounded his views on this topic on T.V. and
radio.

A multi-faceted personality, Dr. Colabawalla was a

Rota iian for 30 years, and President of the Rotary Club of
Somllay in its Golden Jubilee year. Before his death, he
had beren a Trustee of Rotary Club Charities Trust. Fle had
a strongr feeling for Humanism and was a member of the
Foundelion for Humanization. He had also recently been
electeo to the Delphi Society of Athens, Greece.

but to all ot us at tne SRUD, ur. uolaDawaila was
these and much rnore. He tirelessly propagated his
philosophy of a person's "right to die with dignity" that rested
on the pillars of free will, freedom of choice, right of self-

Dr. B. N. Colabawalla, R.l.P.

determinalion and maintaining the ar-rtonomy and dignity
of the individual. As cited in his memoirs, the seminal
experience that had left a permanent mark on his
subconscious mind and made him embrace the concept
of the "right to die with dignity" in later life, was being a
hapless spectator of his mother's suffering in the terminal
stage of chronic kidney disease. And, more importantly,
receiving a negative response from the doctors treating his
mother to his question: 'lsn't there a humane way of ending
her misery?' The heart-wrenching scenario of terminal
illness and accompanying pain would recur time and again
throughout his life, seen lhis time from the doctor's angle,
making him think deeply about the moral and ethical means
for a way out of the dilemma - both for the patient and the
doctor.

ln lhe 1980s, he had the opportunity to listen to the
late Mr. Minoo Masani, Founder of the Right to Die with
Dignity Society in Mumbai, and was strongly attracted to
this movement. He immediately joined the SRDD, began
working actively for the society, and was later brought into
its executive committee. Upon Mr. Masani's retirement, Dr.

Colabawalla was elected Chairman of the Society - a position
that he held over the past decade. During this period, he
was invited to attend a meeting of the 'Appleton Consensus
- lnternational Guidelines for Decision to Forego Life
Prolonging Medical Treatment' and was one of the
signatories of the Report. He attended several lnternational
Conferences of the World Federation of the Right to Die
Societies, and had served as a Director on the Board of
the Federation for two years.

During his stewardship of SRDD, Dr. Colabawalla
nurtured SRDD with great devotion and against all odds -
notwithstanding failing health and personal tragedy. Thanks
to his able leadership and wide reach, the objectives of
SRDD became known lo a large number of individuals and
groups. Over the past decade he strove to convey, to
decision makers and laymen alike, that what the SRDD
sought to promote was not a license for 'mercy killing' but
the enactment of legal provisions that would allow a person
with a terminal illness to die in peace and with dignity.

A fitting tribute to Dr Colabawalla would be for all of
us at SRDD lo strive hard to see that this humane philosophy
lhat he had esnouserl ll-rrr'rrrflhotrl his life conlitrttes lo reach
more and more thinking people

- Editor.
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A Beautiful life - and a Beautiful death
(ln lhis moving account David Beresford, long opposed to the idea of eulhanasia,'tells how his partner's mother

chose to end her tife after a long and painful battle against bone-marrow cancer.)

A brave woman was cremated at the weekend in
Holland, in the small town of Groningen, mourned by many,
unnoticed 6y most. She was the mother of my partner, Ellen.

We didn't know each other particularly well, Tina
Elmendorp and l; her English was not very good and my
Dutch is non-existent. Several years ago, when she was
visiting us in South Africa, I determined to sit her down and
question her about her wartime experiences. I knew she
had lived through the battle of Arnhem - of 'A Bridge Too
Far' fame - and had been pregnant with Ellen at the time.
But I was startled when I asked whetlrer she had ever feared
for her life under German occupation and she replied
thoughtfully that there was a period, when she was hiding
a Dutch pilot who had escaped from Berlin, that had been
frightening. When I mentioned this to Ellen, she was also
startled. lt turned out that Tina had never mentioned it to
any members of her family. lt was, I suppose, something
I should have borne in mind when she announced she
wanted euthanasia. I thought she would never go through
with it.

It was her right, of course, under Dutch law. She was
92 years old; she has been battling against bone marrow
cancer - one of the most painful forms of the disease - for
years with the help of an oxygen tank and morphine. Her
three daughters - settled in Germany, South Africa and the
US - were taking turns in nursing her.

I have long been philosophically opposed to
euthanasia. My main objection is based on the same
grounds as my opposition to the death penalty: it dilutes
the general taboo on the taking of human life. To my mind
it is no coincidence that Franz Stangl, commander of the
Treblinka concentration camp, was effectively trained for the
job on the Nazi euthanasia programme. But in this case
my objections were more personal and I wrote to her
explaining why her decision troubled me.

I had no objection to the idea of her taking her own
life. As the poet John Donne wrote almost 400 years ago:
'Whenever any affliction assails me, I have the keys of my
prison in mine own hand, and no remedy presents itsel{
so soon to my heart, as mine own sword.' I told her thal,
after 10 years of Parkinson's disease, the remedy had on
occasion 'presented itself to me as well. My main concern
was for her daughters and the trauma they would experience
in watching her go through with it. I nurse what I regard as
a healthy sceplicism lowards the medical profession and
was worried lhe doctors were not doing enough io deal
with the pain. At the back of my mind was also the long
held suspiciorr tlrat Socrates's rroble end was sonrething
of a myth and that Seneca's botched job with the hemlock

\,^ r:l -' :-,.,h.,-;. -^.r-^ r^ .r^;,r^.\.r-t
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Tina wrote back, saying that she had enjoyed a
'beauliful life' with her children and grand children. She had

told her doctor and her daughters that she would 'lry her
best', but that the time would probably come when she could
no longer get out of her chair and the pain was such that
she would no longer wish to live. That time had now arrived.

The mail is slow in these parts, so I only received
the letter as I was writing this. But she made her decisiorr
clear by telling her family she had decided it would happen
on Monday 13 January at 2 pm and that she would drink
the fatal mixture, rather than having the alternative of arr
injection. The doclor wanted it to be a Monday. He only
carried out a euthanasia aboul once in two years and always
found it emotionally draining. Mondays were the easlest
days to take off. As required by Dutch law, a doctor specially
trained to handle euthanasia cases, who was a stranger
to the family, had visited her the week before, to make sure
there Was nothing more that could be done to alleviate her
condition.

The family had a champagne party with her the night
before and Tina made a speech. She was proud of the
speech, noting in her diary that the champagne had helped
her speak well. The doctor arrived on time the next day.
Her children and grandchildren were beside the bed. The
doctor asked her formally if she wanted to go ahead.
Sometimes patients change their mind at this stage, but
not Tina. The youngest daughter handed her the cup. She
drank it without hesitation, but as was her habit with tea
and coffee, left some dregs. The doctor, knowing of cases
where this was enough to make the dose less than fatal
and necessitating a lethal injection - often with traumatic
effect on the family - asked her to drink up. lt took about 15
minutes to work, as the doctor had said.

The funeral was scheduled for Saturday. She had
insisted that she should spend the intervening days in her
own bedroom, in hbr own bed, rather than in a coffin or a
funeral parlour. Undertakers came lo the house and put a
refrigerated slab under her body so that she could stay.
The week was like something out of a novel by Gabriel
Garcia Marquez: the old matriarch lying, marble-like, upstairs
with her faithful dog, llya, next to her; downstairs the family
having dinners with lots of talking, laughing, crying, eating,
drinking - just the way the old lady, who loved good company.
would have wanted it. The funeral was well attended. Th'.1

eldest of the three daughters, Marianne, read out the lov's1y
lines of desolation from W. H. Auden's love poem 'Stot'J All
The Clocks', slightly amended:

She was my North, my South, my East and Wesl,
My workirrg week and rny Sunday rest,
My noon, my midnight, my lalk, my song;
I thoLroht lhat life worrld last for ever: I was wrotto

lrrgrid, the youngest daughter, described the qualities
her molher lrad always shown: lrer sense of curiosity, lhe
atlentiorr she showed others, her persistence, her
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uncomplaining nature. 'She never moaned. I have tried it
out for the week since she died and it is not easy.'

'l miss so much not being able to tell her how well
it all went,' Ellen told the mourners. Euthanasia was a scary
thought and everybody had been dreading it. 'But she made
it easy for us. ln spite of her pain and weakness, she
managed to conducl her own death in such a way that we
could find peace with it,' she said. 'lt was clear that her
decision had given her back her old pride and dignily: she
was now in control - not the illness, not death, and not even
us. Slre was once again the slrong, wise mother of before.
She took her decision and - just like when she would travel
to see us - her suitcase was packed a week before. She
had organised everything down lo the last detail."

When Tina was waiting for the doctor she turned to
the four grandchildren and asked: 'Aren't you bored? Don't
you want to make it nicer, go and gel some cakes or
something?' She had been a teacher and leclurer all her
working life. Her lasl words after swallowing the barbiturate
cocktail were: 'Thank you all.' Within 30 seconds she was
unconscious and within 15 minutes she was dead.

I suppose I did know, at least subconsciously, thal
she would go through with it. Why else would I have ended
that letter to her by quoting some more lines by John Donne.
They were in English, of course. But there can be no words
more appropriate to the death of a brave woman in whatever
country: 'Death be not proud.'

Courtesy: The Observer, Sunday, January 26,2003.

Net News ....

The Huntington's Tragedy
By Faye Girsh, Sr Vice President, Hemtock.

Associated Press (6/11/02): Carol Carr, 63, shot to death her
two sons, 42 and 41, who were in a nursing home since January
in the last stages of Huntington's disease. "They were like babies"
one relative said. A brother, now in the early stages of the disease,
found them with bedsores lying in their own urine. Mrs. Carr had
nursed them at home for many years, dressing and bathing them
and watching their gradual decline. Her husband had died of the
same disease in 1995.

Huntington's Disease (HD) is a talal, devastating,
degenerative brain disorder for wfrich there is no effeclive treatment 

'

or cure. A person's ability to think, talk, Walk or reason is diminished
until they are totally dependent on others for care. A genetic disorder,
more than a quarter of a million Americans have HD or at risk of
inheriting it. Early symptoms include depression, mood swings,
forgetfulness, clumsiness, twitching, and poor coordination. Later
short-term memory and concentration diminish and involuntary
movements of the head, trunk and limbs increase. Walking, speaking
and swallowing abilities deteriorate. Death comes from choking,
infection or heart failure. Symptoms start between ages 30 and
45, it affects both sexes and all races. Each child of a person
with HD has a 50-50 chance of inheriting the gene; having the
gene guarantees the illness. A test can tell if the gene is presenl
but not when the symptoms will begin. HD, like many other diseases
such as Alzheimer's and Lou Gehrig's Disease have a gradual
onset. ln HD, particularly, it is predictable.

To avoid slipping into a quality of life that is unacceptable
and laking the chance that your caregiver may not know your
wishes, it is imperative in these situations to:

o Designate a health care proxy who will aggressively ensure
that your (legal) wishes are carried out.

o Know that you can refuse any unwanted medical treatrnent and
ask for comfort care only. Your proxy can do this for you if
VoLr can't. Your wrshes should be made clear in your advance
directive and to all caregivers and loved ones.

. r\r,vv/ ii rv upii-i r: iui.eiijlig y--, lii- ,,,,,i".1.., "," "",, ,,'-,,i-,i.1
and physically corxpetent Your death should nol be violent or
traumatrzing to others

What will happen to Mrs. Carr is not clear She has beerr

and Views!

charged with murder. She may be offered a plea bargain, she
may be tried and acquitted, or she may serve a long sentence as
some other family members have who ended a loved one's life
out of desperation. Compassionate Homicide should be a provision
in the law but is not. Family members should not bear this burden
of ending a loved one's suffering; other avenues in the law must
be explored to avoid these tragedies.

This article originally appeared in the summer issue ol
End-of-Life Choices, Hemlock's quafterly magazine. http://
www.hemlock.org

Mother who killed "i;g sons enters guilty
plea to assisting suicide

By Jeffry Scott

The Atlanta Journal (1/30/03): For seven months she sat in jail,
anguished at having killed two sons suffering with Huntington's
disease. But Carol Carr could not call it murder, even when
prosecutors did. Today the 63-year-old mother of three entered a

Spalding County courfoom and became the lirst person in Georgia
to plead guilty to assisted suicide. Spalding Superior Court Judge
Ben Miller accepted the plea agreement and sentenced Carr to 10
years, with five years to serve in prison. Under parole board
guidelines, Car would be eligible for parole after 20 months. She
has been in jail without bond since June, leaving about 13 months
before parole eligibility.

"Carol Carr could not bring herself to walk into that
courtroom and say, 'l murdered nry children,' " said her lawyer,
Lee Sexton. "All she did was keep a promise to them to end their
suffering." During the hearing, psychologist Catherine Boyer testified
that Carr had also attempted to assist her sons in suicide on
Christmas day, 1998, by giving them an overdose of a tranquilizer,
but was unsuccessful

A Spalding County grand jury had accused Carr of murdering
Randv Scotl 4? eocl Andv Scrrtt 4'1 as thev lav bedridden in a

Griffin nursing home Both were in the late stages of years-long
battles with Huntington's, a hereditary disease tlrat robs its victints
of mobility and the ability to speak. On the night of June 8,

prosecutors contend, Carr visited her sons, gave theln chocolate
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milk, then shot each behind the ear with a 2S-caliber semiautomatic
pistol. She waited for police in the lobby of the Sunbridge Care
and Rehabilitation center.

ln her first court appearance, two days after the slayings,
Carr sobbed, 'l'm sorry, l'm so sorry." Carr has said nothing else
publicly since she has been in jail, so it is unclear whether her
comments meant she was remorseful over the death of her sons
or regretted killing them. Lt. Joe Estenes, a Griffin police detective
who interviewed Carr after the shootings, said at the time that he
believed the mother acted out of compassion. 'The investigation
shows it's a mercy killing. We don't believe it was premeditated.
But the law doesn't differentiate between a mercy killing and

:premeditated killing," he said.

Carr's surviving son, James Scott, 38, deferred comment
Tuesday on his mother's pending plea. Scott on at least two
occasions expected his mother to be released on bond. But she
wasn't. A judge ruled she wasn't mentally stable and was a threat
to herself and others if released. ln June, she was released for
a few hours under the supervision of sheriff's deputies to attend
her sons' funeral. Over the last seven months, Can and her surviving
son have been at the center of a national debate over "mercy
killings." Scott - who is in the early stages of Huntington's - led
a rally for his mother's release outside the Spalding County
courthouse. He has become a spokesman for the fight against
Huntington's, which has afflicled the Scott family for at least three
generations. His grandmother died of the disease, and his father's
brother, George Scott, committed suiclie because of it. James Scott's
brothers, Randy and Andy, are buried next to their father, Hoyt,
who died of Huntington's in 1995 after suffering for two decades.
Under today's plea agreement, when Carr gets out of jail, she
cannot live with James Scott or be his primary caretaker.

Bid to legalise assislo suicide

The BBC NEWS, London: Terminally ill people should be given a
greater choice over the end of their lives including the right to
ask for help to die, says an English peer Lord Joel Joffe - a retired
human rights lawyer who defended Nelson Mandela in the 1963
Rivonia trial. Lord Joffe wants the right to assisted suicide enshrined

on the statute book, and is introducing a private members bill in
the wake of the Diane Pretty and Reginald Crew cases. Mr Crew
- who suffered from motor neurone disease - had to fly to
Switzerland for an assisted death. Mrs Pretty fought a long, hard
battle in the courts for the right to choose the timing of her death
but died naturally after lrer legal fight had failed. Lord Joffe said:
"The Diane Pretty and Reginald Crew cases highlighted the pressing

need to allow terminally ill competent adults greater choice in the
manner of their death. This issue has been debated at length in

For more information on the SRDD, write to:
The Executive Secretary,

Society for the Bight to Die with Dignity
Sassoon Building, 1st Floor,

143 M. G. Road, Mumbai - 400 023.
Phones: 0091 22 226/4453: Telefax: 0091 22 22843416,

Email: freedom @ vsnl.com

Suggestions and conkibutions to this Newsletter are welcotne. l'lease
write to the editor Dr. Aparna Bagwe, Scientist, ACTREC, Navi Mumbai
at anbagwe@vsnl.corn or at the address of the SRDD.

the media and every poll in the last decade shows over g0% public
support in favour of changing the law. The debate must now be
brought into Pariiament For public policy reasons the patientAssisted
Dying Bill contains strict safeguards to ensure the vulnerable in
society are protected."

Lord Joffe's Assisted Dying Bill provides for a competent
adult suffering from a terminal disease or a serious, incurable
physical illness to request medical assistance to die. They would
have to have two doctors - one a consultant - to confirm their
diagnosis. All the alternatives to assisted suicide would have to
be considered including hospice and palliative care. And a patient
would have to make a written statement declaring their wish to
die. That statement would have to witnessed by a solicitor who
was satisfied of the patient's mental competence to understand
their decision. ln the bill, there is provision to allow doctors opposed
to the notion of assisted suicide to opt-out on grounds of conscience.
Another clause provides for a 'cooling-off' period in the wake of
the request to die so a patient can further consider their decision.
A record of every instance of assisted dying would be kept by a

monitoring commission. The Bill is to receive its first reading on
Thursday, 20 February 2003, and has the backing ofthe Voluntary
Euthanasia Society.

Courtesy: Derek Hurnphry's ERGO! electronic mailing list.
Enail: rilq hl_lo_die@efn. org URL: http://wwt'u FinalExit. org

SRDD News

Rich tributes were paid to SRDD Chairman Dr.

B. N. Colabawalla at a public condolence meeting held
at the MC Ghia Hall in Mumbai on October 3,2002. Prof .
Sadanand Varde chaired the meeting and the other
speakers included Dr, N. H. Wadia, Dr. Nagraj Huilgol,
Mr. M. A. Rane and Mr. S. V. Raju.

Two meetings of the Executive Committee were
held since the last Newsletler. The first of these was
on 12th October. At this meeting, the Committee condoled
the demise of its Chairman, lauded his efforts to educate
the public on the concepl of euthanasia and conveyed
the Society's heartfelt condolences to Dr. Colabawalla's
family. Prof. Sadanand Varde, Vice-Chairman of the
Society formally took over his duties as Chairman. Mrs.
Pareen Lalkaka's letter of resignation from the General
Secretary's position was accepted and Dr. Huilgol was
nominated General Secretary in her place. Mr. Sharad
Bailur and Dr. Aparna Bagwe were co-opted to the
Committee.

The second meeting, held on 19th November,
dealt with various housekeeping chores, including setting
the agenda for the next General Body meeting. Among
the interesting items likely to figure on the agenda are:
the formation of a Federation of Exit Societies in lndia;
holding an essay competition for college/universitv
students on the topic - the 'right to die with dignity' to
rJral4r lho ,,rttention of the vorrnrter oeneration to the

objectives of the SRDD; and developing a website for

the Society.
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ections Serious and Facetious

B. If. Jatti - Irormer President of India
'flre last I saw of B. D. Jatti, was at Mangalore

Airport, when he stood meekly irr the queue, carryirrg
his own hand baggage. I did a double-take, and
whispered to the Airlines Manager, of the V.l.P. irr the
queue. Thereafter, his departure was eased, arrd speeded
up. lt speaks volunres about our political culture, or the
lack of it, that soneone out of oft'ice, however old arrd
vulrrerable, does rrot rate good treatnrent, incclgnito. For
the politician today, being out of office, is like death.
His, is, howe'ver, a remarlcable success stoly, as he canre
from a rural background. Having educated hirrrself, he
joined the Quit lndia Movement, and early on, after
Irrdependence, served under B. G. Kher itr Bombay, and
Nijalingappa, in what was then Mysore (not Karrrataka).
In tlre Congress'great split of 1971, he did the only
palpably inrnroral act of l"ris career. Ile sided rvitlr IndiI'a
Garrdhi. To do him justice, he was probably convinced,
that slre was right.

He reaped the reward of his choice, wlren he
became lndia's Vice l)resident. Wlren Faklrrucldin AIi
Ahmed died in office, he was briefly, l)resident. To dcr

him justice again, he did not put any obst'acle, in the
path of dismantling the "En'rergency" structures. On
completion of his ternr, he sank without a trace, though
it is said that he was fornrally engaged in social refomr,
for wlrich he had created his own organisation. Looking
at the whole of his long career, in perspective, it r.:ral,

be said that lre rendered tlre State some service, and took
rrothing for hirnself. In today's political scenario, it is a
great and rare complin'rent.

I{ow long your life, and how nruch you lrave seeu
Your lorrg record of ninety years, is clean.
Looking at the land today in its fernrent,
'l-o praise you tlrus, is a p;reat courplirrrent.

Itemernbering J.P.
October 2002, is the hurrdredth Anniversary of

Jayaprakaslr Narayan's birth. Already, the younger
gerreratiorr krrows little of Gandhi. It krrows nothing of
J.I']. He hinrself considered Gandhi to be his melltor,
thouglr his Gandhisnr lrad socialist t'rearings. lle was
a pronrinerrt nrenrber of the Quit India Movenretrt, and
fired tl-re inragination of young people in his tinre, by
nraking as darirrg a jail-escape as the Count of Monte
Cristo. I-le shared one thing in cornntotr with Gandhi.
When lndependerrce canre, he sought r1o reward, by way
of nrinistership at the Centre. He preferred to be a moral
folce. I-Jjs secorrcl shirring tenrr of glory car-rre dtrrirrg the
Eurelgency, t.t'lten he stood up arrd lvas ctruttttec.l . Cast
inkr prison by lndira Galrdhi, his ailirrg kidrreys suffered

irreversible damage. He was a supporter of tlre femfurist
movenlent. When his wife, who was a Gandhian,
unilaterally decided to adopt celibacy, witlrout his prior
approval and consent, he accepted lrer decision witlr
rro bad feelings. He was a facile writer on ideological
matters. His books and articles are a sober comrlerrtary
on doctrines tried, worked, accepted arrd rejecte.d. llis
personality was quiet and apolitical. He had no intention
t<t bedazzle the person lre was talking to - but he often
did so, without any effort. Both durirrg the Enrergency,
and the Quit lndia Mover:rerrt, lre r:roved grcat nrasses
of people, by his advocacy and the powel of exarrrple:
tlte exeltrl.rlary life lte lirretl . Wlrat a gl6r'itltts e,xattrple
to rentenrberl

Amitabh Bachchan : The One-Man Pltenomenon

Anritabh Bachclran has reached 60.I-lis wife has did, becanle controversial. Tlre otlrer episode of
brought out a tribute to hinr, olr the occasion. His son, adversity, was wlren he tried to host atr irtternatiotral
Abhishek has also corrtributed lris irrsiglrts, alrout lris beauty coutest in Bangakrre. l'he nrud flurrg on lrinr was
father.'l'he celebratiorr tottk place irr'l'irupati. Anritabh astortishing, with the fenrinists all gunrrirrg for hittt, as

is a clrre-r'rrar.r plrelrot)reltorr. lu cilrer:ra, he has lreetr ltero, tlrcluglt tht, citrr had rrot rvitnt:ssed a beatrty ;.rageant

tlre arrglv olcl nr;tn. lusl wlren it sccrntrd tlrat hi:; stal in the cor.trse ol' shootirrg il ntttvitr, the slttttittratr eltgaged
!\'.rs t(ltllng, jte lclil\/clrtcti jrrrrr:.,ii uir lirr';rri.iii.'.,e.,, ,,, il.. l,,rl l.;',.. .1: l l:'"' '';r: 'lr' ^r 

r1''r ri.r" 11" 11"'"

Louella Lobo Prabhu
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ride through life. There must be au inner core of steel,

irr tlre private tnan/ however ebullient his screen persona

aPPears.

Your life's achievements are by no mealls small;
Indeed, like you, they stand up great and tall.
On screen, in life whatever role you played,

The nuances of greatness, you displayed.
Your inner core of steel enabled you,
To bear life's tragedies --- and triumphs, too.
Your life's achievemerrts deserve support and
praise.
To you, a symbolic wine glass we raise.

Should One Kiss And Tell?
Poor Princess Diana. The paparazzi chased her

in tife, and the latest to come out with his memory of
her, is her bodygttardl He says that when they were
together, and alone, she would entice him, wearing a

tiny towel - and a smile. However, the story rings
l'rollow, as she surely must have had one more security
guard, in view of her privileged status. How did the

amorous pair n'ranage to find the time and place to, make

love, without the security guard or guards taking note?

Lord Moran, Churchill's personal physician,
started the cult of defaming dead people, who cannot
retort, with a defamation suit. He wrote, that in his last
years, Churchill became senile, and was addicted to

brandy and cigars. But he was also the man who led
Great Britain to victory, in World War II, with his
qualities of leadership! He will be remembered, when
Lord Moran, is a footnote in his biography.

When the person is dead, and cannot retaliate,
it is bad in professional ethics, specifically Medicine,
to disclose the weakness of the person he treated. That
does not mean tirat public personalities should not be
submitted to the judgement of history - if the exposure
is in the public interest. Otherrvise, in the event that
soneone is dead, the Latin saying, "Do not speak ill of
the dead", sl'rould be the best course of action to be
followed.

Concerning People of Wealth
Bill Cates, the Computer King, has assigned 2

billion dollars to India, one segment for an AIDS package

- sorely needed as AIDS incidence is on the increase
by quantum jumps. Computers in village schools is an

exciting idea, but many are without even a teacher or a
blackboard. The more fundamental needs might have
been addressed first. Of Iate, wealth has become
fasl-rionable, whereas in the '50s, the capitalist was a

criminal. Admiration was at least trationally based on

the Gandhian norms. In fact, Bill Gates does fit into the

Gandhian concept: the social trusteeship of Wealth'
Rockefeller, Ford, Paul Mellon belong to tl're first
generation of philanthropists in the U.S. Bill Gates has

cr-lnre into the linreliglit more recently.

With or without great benefactions to show, the

rich man should be construed a benefactor of society,
as he puts a great deal of risk and thought into his
ventures. He generates iobs which feed a large number
of families. He could be as flamboyant as Vijay Mallya,
or as austere as G. D. Birla, Gandhiji's friend. Going
back to the Bible itself, Jesus and the Apostles found a

gracious home in the honre of Lazrus, Martha and Mary,
and possibly the the merchant-prince Joseph of
Arirnathea. The early days of the Industrial Revolution,
saw gross abuse of human dignity, till the philanthropist
Robert Own introspected on the worker's long working
days, and low productivity, deciding to cut down the
working days, while enhancing wages. His mills were
front-runners in tl'reir results. Coing back to Bill Cates,

he must be thanked for focussing on Bangaltlre,
Karnataka. Here's praying for his venture to succeed.

Social Trusteeship
Beside an lce-Cream Parlour's gate,
(A place of high renown).
Come many different people -
Cross-section of lhe townl

They are intent on pleasure:
-[hey have come here to eat.
And are salivatirrg -
Just thinking of their treat.

The treat concluded, they come out.
BLrt with no ears or eyes,

For the hollow-eyed beggar,
Whose voice for small alms-cries.

It's not wrong to indulge yourself,
But when you have, you should,
Give something to those less tortunate:
A coin on both sides, good.

When, I, myself, have reached the gate:

' !i,,f hi;11 e!l rrr'r' rhr13" n^t 'r-'ttnh
And though we both, so different are,
For a momenl, our two lives touch.

Louella Lobo Prabhu
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fagannath Shankarshett
The Enlightened Pioneer

V. C. Phadke

Modest liberal, earnest educationist, sane social reformer,
gentle feminist, prudent patriot and ardent nationalist

The metropolitan city of
Mumbai, now acknowledged as the
firrancial capital of India, orves much
to the late Jagannath alias Nana
Shankarshett, who sowed the seeds
of its all-round progress in the first
half of the nineteentl'r century.

Nana's grandfather
Babulshett had to leave his native
place Murbad due to religious
persecution by the Portuguese and
settle at Ghodbunder, a small coastal
village in the Thane district of
Maharashtra. Naua's father
Shankershett started his trading
bnsiness in nearby Bombay port
where he rTraintained his own ships
and created landed property. Nana,
born on lOth February 1803 and
nurtured under the strict discipline
of his renowned father and two
European tutc)l's, acquirecl goocl
knort'ledge of English, S.rnskrit arrd
othcr strbjccts.

lJestrlrvecl lvi.th a ro[rust
Personality and sharp intellect,
Nana entcreel public life at the early
.tgt' of lS .rnd l.ec.rpre a pl1r11e'L,1i11o

educationist who gave first priority
to the spread of education in Bombay
and Maharashtra. He and his
pl'rilantlrropic friends established the
Bombay Native Education Society,
renamed as the Board of Education
in 1840 and the latter replaced by the
Office of tl're Director of Public
Instruction in 1855.

When the then orthodox
society was stoutly opposing the
opening of schools for girls, Nana
encouraged it by donating his house
to Reverend Dr. Wilson's female
sclrool and enrolled his own
daughters there. He also started a

school in South Bombay for the
children of poor f ishermen.
Similarly, a school founded in
Girgaunr in 1857 was named
Jagannatlt Shankershett School
because Nana donated Rs.20,000 to
it.

Wherr the highly respected
Governor of Bombay, Mountstuart
Elphinstone retired in 1827, Nana
collected donations worth Rupees
four lakhs, inclusive of his own
Rs.25,000 for starting Elphinstone
School anc'l College. This college
e.stablished iu 1tt37 prodtrced
entineut leaclers like Daclabhai
Naoroii. llanrdt:, Cokhalt arrtl Til.rl<.

Natta n'as arvarcled, as a tokt'tt tll
gratitucle, the first ft'llorvship t'rf tlrt'
[]1rp11r.11, U rt iversi tY ft, tr trcleel on .l 

8 th

Jrrlr' 1ti57 L.eciruse ltr' clorratetl

[irer:r!orrr Iii rst,lanuurv-tr[arclt li lt).i

Rs.30,000 to it for giving scholarship
to a student who secures highest
marks in Sanskrit at the Matric
Examination.

The Students' Literary and
Scientific Society establisl'red in 1848

received generous assistance from
Nana for publishing books in the
vernacular. As a member of the
Board of Education, Nana conducted
an educational survey of the
Bombay Presidency and
recommended in his report to the
Board's President Sir Perry that the
Govemment must give grants to all
schools and access to them must be
open to all castes arrd comn'runities
including untouchables. He also
insisted orr giving instructions
through the Marathi mediurn in all
subjects including Engineering and
Medicine.

With the help of his friend
Major Candy, a well-krrovr,n Sanskrit
at'icionado, Nana foiled the attenrpt
to close the traditiorral Sanskrit
school in Pune. His suggestiolr to
introduce the study of Sanskrit in all
English schools was als<.r accepted.

When Natta's frierrd Sir

Janrshetji .leejibhoy clotrated l{s. One
lakh for startirrg the l. l. Schotll of
l\rts, Natta, a ket'rt litvt:r t'rf arts atrtl

cuItttre, L-recanrr' an active uretlrlrc'r of
its []oarcl rrl' Sttrrlies. lJonrlral"s llot'al
Asiatic Socitltl' receit'ecl a dottatiotr

,:J 1



r)f Rs.5,000 from Nana for developing
its library. When the Royal Theatre
at Grant Road which discriminated
against the natives became barrkrupt,
Nana saved its closure through
loans and donations and made it
open to all. He made ceaseless efforts
for the opening of tlie J. J. Hospital
in i835 and Grant Medical College
in 1845. In spite of the stiff
opposition of Englisl'r barristers,
Nana succeeded ir-r opening Law
classes under the control of Bombay
University.

Nana Shankershett fought
against the policy of denyir,g the
post of Justice of Peace to Indians.
His petition to the Britisl'r Parliament
against this injustice was supported
by his well-wishers in London and
the colonial government was
compelled to change its policy in
1834. Nana becarne the first
president of the Bombay Associatiory
a political orgarrisation established
in 1852 which became a percurser
to the Indian National Congress
founded in i885. It dealt with
questions of public interest like
publishing govenlment bills in the

vernacular and appointing Indians
as High Court judges.

Shipping, an ancestral
business of the Shankarshett fantily
was rnade a public concern when
Narra started the Bombay Steam
Navigation Company in 1847.
Nana, as a director, used to look after
accoltnts and audit of that company
with a floating capital of Rs. Ten
lakhs. FIe also formed in 1843 the
Great Eastern llailu'ay Company
and subsequently amalgamated it
with the Great Indian Peninsular
Railway Company established in
England. This cornpany which ran
the first Asian train between Bornbay
and Thane on 16th April 1853
honoured Nana with a golden pass
for his pioneering work in the field
of rail transport. He became the
director of some newly fonned banks
like the Bank of Western India,
Central Bank of India, etc. He also
founded the Bombay Cas Company
and took a leading part in the
construction of the Vihar Lake and
the supply of piped water. Nana
contributed much in cash and kilrd
for forming the Geographical Society

and the Agro Florticulture Society.

A petition, signed by Raja
Ram Mohan Roy and Nana
Shankarshett, for a ban on the
inlruman practice of Sati was sent to
the British Parliament in 1823.
Eventually the law against Safi was
passed in 1829 when Lord Bentinck
was the Governor-General of India.
A scuffle between Hindus and
Muslims in 1830 in Bhiwandi town
resulted in the desecration of a

temple idol and Hindtrs were
unjustly punished by the magistrate.
Nana convinced the Governor
Robert Grant of the innocence of the
Hindus and caused the re-opening
of the case leading to the conviction
of the Muslim suspects.

This great son of India n'ho
was a nrodest liberal, earnest
educationist, sane social reformer,
gentle feminist, prudent patriot and
ardent nationalist, breathed his last
on 31st July 1865.

MR. V, C. PHADKE, retired professor of
political science, is a freelance writer
and a regular contributor to Freedonr
First.

Unit Trust of lndia

Every licence and permit already is a source of
corruption. Now, you will get a very big lollypop offered;
if this Unit Trust invests in a company, it gets capital; lf
the Unit Trust does not invest in it, it does not get capital.
Think, Sir, of the financial power of corruption that will
be implicit in such an arrangement...The granting of
credit will be a favour and the denial of credit will be a
punishment."

Minoo Masani
D,.rring th^ .ieb:li? on thc crrllie n rf

the Unit Trust of lndia
in the Lok Sabha on December 4, 1963
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RESEARCH SHOWS

THAT MORE PEOPLE

IN WEST BENGAL ARE

STILL I.JNASHAMEDLY

INCLINED TOWARDS

THE TRLJTH.
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\Abmake
Steam.

Every other company sells boilers. Not us

We sell total steam solutions. With a full range of Spirax
steam energy conservation products, microprocessor
based control instrumentation to ensure optimal energy usage
and services to help you befter harness steam, air and water.

Our Energy Audit service helps optimise your energy costs,
our Consultancy service provides with detailed engineering of all
process utilities, and our Steam Engineering Centre provides
education and training on efiicient utilisation of steam.
The result is lower energy consumption, improved product quality
and better control of your process.

And yes, we make boilers, too. The best in the business.
Our fully packaged boilers with efiiciency monitors and automatic
blowdown controls give maximum fuel efficiency, so you don't
waste heat.

So the next time you want a big metal box in which
to burn up your fuel budget, call someone else. And
the next time you want to conserye energy and save money,
try a total steam solution.

Forbes Marshall
Mumbai-Pune Road, Kasamadi, Pune 411 034. lndia.

oTel: 91(0)20 - 7145595 oFax: 9'l(0)20 -7147413.E - mail: bizdev@forbesmarshall.com .www.forbesmarshall.com



The Killing of Lobsang Dhondup
How Communist China Deals with Freedom Fighters

Since the occupation of Tibet
by Communist China, more than
6000 monasteries have been
destroyed, thousands languish in
prison; many are missing and over
a nlillion people have been killed.
Lobsang Dhondup is Communist
China's latest victim.

On January 26,2003, as India
celebrated its Republic Day, Tibetan
freedom fighter, 29-year old Lobsang
Dhondup was executed by a firing
squad, after a fraudulent and secret
trial in tl-re Sichuan Provincial High
People's Court declared him guilty
of "attempting to split the
motherland and overthrow the state
by planting bombs." Needless to say
the charges vvere trumped.

Lobsang Dhondup and Tulku
Tenzin Delek, both Buddhist monks
were cllarged with masterminding
a bonrb blast on April 3, 2002 at
Chengdu. They were arrested on
April T 2002.

Tulku Tenzin Delek, a highly
respected spiritual figure in Karze
has been engaged in campaigns to
inrprove the plight of the Tibetan
people and rejtrvenate Tibetan
culture and language. In a taped
message srnuggled out of his Chinese
jail, Tulku Tenzin Delek said that he
had nothing to do with the alleged
crime. "Whatever (the authorities)
do and say, I am completely
innocent...l have always urged
people to be kind hearted and caring
towards others. Everybody knows
n,hat I say and practice."

lrr December 2L)02, after a

sunrnlary trial both nten were
sentenced to death. Both nren

appealed the sentence. After yet
another secret and summary trial tl-re
sentence was confirnred. Lobsung
Dhondup was executed on January
26, while Tulku Tenzin Delek awaits
a two-year suspended sentence.

Normally executions in China
and elsewhere are a public event,
deliberately public to intimidate
potential troublemakers. However
Lobsang Dhondup was executed
without public knowledge to avoid
inflaming Tibetan passions.

"China's actions cannot go
unanswered", said John Hocevar,
Executive Director of 'Students for a

Free Tibet'. "The Chinese authorities
misled the US State Department
during the recent US-China human
rights dialogue by failing to reveal
the sweeping repression and arrests
that took place in connection with
this case".

Accordirrg to an AFP report

Amnesty International has recorded
27,599 death sentences and nrore
than 18,194 executions between 1990

and the end of "1999 - an average of
40 executions a week.

Amnesty has also expressed
concern that Chinese medical
doctors were increasingly
administering letl'ral injections to
execute crin'rinals. "There are also
well-grounded fears that the use of
lethal injections may facilitate the
removal of organs from executed
prisoners for transplantation, a

practice which has been wel!
documented in China", .the report
added.

Since tl're occupation of Tibet
by Comnrunist Cllina, more than
6000 monasteries have been
destroyed, thousands languish in
prison; many are missing and over
a million people have been killed.
Lobsang Dhondup is Conrnrunist
China's latest victim.

Tibetans on a 24-hour hunger strike, protesting against
the execution ol Lobsang Dhondup by China
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Say //No/' To 'Made in China'

Make sure that you are not
buying a product'Made in China'.
Many n'ray wonder why one should
not buy an affordable and attractive
Chinese product easily available in
any Indian shops. And the reasons
are nany:

The'one-hour technology'
products from China started entering
Indian households some years ago.
Even though a rnajority of the
products did not succeed in the
hrdian market due to their 'poor and
inferior' quality, the Chinese
'invasion' of our market is still
continuing. Dumping of Chinese-
made fans, locks, watches, bicycles,
radios, batteries etc are slowly
replacing our indigenous products
and becoming a threat to Indian
industry.

The Indian toy industry has
more or less been wiped out due to
the dumping of cheap Chinese toys
- produced mainly by the Chinese
Military Industrial Complex of the
People's Liberation Army (PLA). In
the last few years, many
manufacturing units in India have
been closed down due to this
competition, while some companies
adopted the next best line of action
- by joining the enemy. Some Indian
companies have already shifted tl'reir
production bases from small Indian
towns and villages to China, which
has resulted in tl're unemployment
of lakhs of workers, pushing them
to the brink of starvation. China's
slow entry into our textile, food,
informa tion technology, automobile
and other sectors may result in the
collapse of many Indian industries
- in both organised and unorganised
sectors.

By norv, we are very well
aware of Pakistan's'borrowed'

,to

military abilities and the monetary
support they receive from China.
Transfer of small arms, tanks,
nuclear capable M-l1 missiles and
other technologies to Pakistan to
strengthen their 'Holy War' against
India and the training and support
China gives to the insurgent
movements in NE India, should be
a matter of great concern to each one
of us. Much before India tested her
first nuclear device in 1974, China
had assigned 12 nuclear scientists,
ancillary staff and substantial
financial support to assist Pakistan
in developing a nuclear weapon to
be used against India.

'Made in China'products can
be classified into three: 1. Products
Made in Forced Labour Camps 2.

Products manufactured by the
Chinese Military 3. Products
Manufactured by the Disen-
franchised Labour Force. It is also a

well-known fact that the ironically
named People's Liberation Army
(PLA), party leaders and cadres own
over 957o of the Chinese economy -

directly or through a variety of
proxies.

Business is everything! In
1998, New York Police busted a

racket of some senior Chinese
officials involved in the sale of
transplant organs of executed

Tenzin Tsundue

prisoners. It is estimated that more
than 18 million people work in
thousands of forced labour camps
across China, which include a good
maiority of 'political offenders.' With
more than 2,300 executions per year,
China tops the world and most of
the executions take place in front of
crowds inside sports stadiums and
public squares in the most preferred
way -'a bullet to the back of the
head,' - because it does not
contaminate the prisoners' organs
with poisonous chemicals, as lethal
iniections do.

. Remember! Every time you
buy a product'Made in China,'you
are funding and empowering a

brutal and corrupt regime in Beijing.
We request all of you to boycott
Chinese goods to save and protect
the striving Indian industry and start
a battle against an ever-expanding
dictatorship in China. Spread the
word. Take a pledge that you will
not buy, use or sell a product'Made
In China'.
Sources: Anrnesty International, Hunran
Riglrts Watch, The Times of lndia, The
Economic Tirnas and Rangzen Charter

Write to us to know more about this
nation-wide campaign:

Friends of Tibet (INDIA),
Post Box 16674, Bandra PO,

Bornbay 400050.
Email: support@friendsoftibet.org.

Tibetan students and lndian supporters unfurled a 1OO-metre long black banner of
protest at Mumbai's Marine Drive on March 10, 2003 - the 44th anniversary of the
Tibetan National Uprising.
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Misuse of POTA in Tamil Nadu

A Reminder of The Days of the'Emergency'

Amidst considerable mis-
givings and controversy, the
Government of lndia introduced
POTA (Prevention of Terrorisrr Act)
specifically assuring the nation that
it would ellsure that POTA was not
misused. The Government of India
justified I'}OTA stating that it had
become necessary due to the
subversive activities of hostile
elements who want to destablise the
country. Almost similar reasons
were advanced by Mrs.lndira
Gandhi when she imposed the
infamous emergency.

While the POTA regulations
have not been enforced so far by
nrany states in the country,
TamilNadu, unfortunately, is an
exception. The Government of Tamil
Nadu arrested Mr. Vaiko an
opposition politician and put him in
prison under POTA for sor.rre

frivolous reasons. The gentleman has
been cooling his heels in prison for
nrore than six months now inspite
of tl're fact that he is a Member of
Parliament and also his party is one
of the coalition members in the
cerrtra I g()verllllerlt.

POTA has been put to use in
Tamil Nadu not against a criminal
or a terrorist but against a Member
of Parliament, who has neither
absconded nor posed any threat to
peace in the society. The allegation
against Mr. Vaiko is tlrat he spoke
at pr"rblic meetirrgs in support of the
Sri Lankan terrorist outfit LTTE,
wlriclr is a trarrrred orgarrisation irr
lnclia. Arrv sarre Pers()lt rvoultl
rvonder as to rt'hetlrer this is an
adequate reasoll for ptrtting a person
belrind bars uude.r I'OTA for such

a long tinre.

One cannot but see an
autocratic and veugeful behaviour
on the part of the Tamil Nadu
governmellt in dealing with Mr.
Vaiko. This is a patent case where
the application of I']OTA is both
unethical and dishorrest. Mr.Vaiko's
detentiorr along with a few others,
under POTATs provisions has been
repeatedly extended by the court on
pleas by the State government that
the investigations are incomplete. It
is difficult to escape the irnpression
that the Governnrent is unable to
establish and frame an adequate case

against Mr. Vaiko and is still
struggling to collect ccruvenient
evidence and project charges that
would stand judicial scrutiny.

Sadly, the State government
has not been hauled or taken to task
for taking such a long tinre irr
framing charges. Why should
someorle be arrested if the charges
are not ready to be f ramed,
particularly when it happens to be
a well known person and a member
of Parliament and rvho is unlikely
to abscoud?

There are two disturbing
factors irr this episode, which need
to be highlighted: .The first is the total
ineffectiveness of public opinion and
the views expressed in the press
against the arrest of Mr. Vaiko. The
conluloll people, who should be
concerned with the derrial of
personal frt'edonr of a icllorv citizen
are ulrconcernecl shorving apathy to

ILrL;lit .i[f.riri. Tlii., ..r;i .rit11 lr.iii,r
civil socicty.

Desprite the, obvious injustice
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N. S. Venkataraman

done to Mr. Vaiko, tl-rere is little
effective protest in the state, lt reflects
vely poorly on the people's
comrnitment to the spirit of freedonr
and denrocracy particularly of the
citizens of Tarnil Nadu.

The second aspect is the fact
that ruling party which rnearrs the
Chief Minister and other Ministers
who misuse POTA with impunity
and do not think tlrat they owe an
explanation to the public. Even
though several people have alleged
tl'rat the use of I'OTA agaiust Mr.
Vaiko is due to political
considerations and personal
aninrosities, the Tamil Nadu
government does not think that they
owe all explanation to anyone.

The Tamil Nadu government
is ruled by AIADMK, which is a one
person party. It is sad to see that the
culture of democracy, liberalism and
freedom in Tan'ril Nadu l'ras become
a matter of ridicule, where the Chief
Minister, who has the entire party
of "dedicated and devoted" MLAs
and workers behind her, simply
imprisons a person without anv
justifiable reasons, obviously due to
personal anger and prejudices.

Tlris is a dangerous situation
that can pave the way f or a

totalitarian regime, though
maintaining an appearance of
democracy. If a Governnrent arrests
a persorl under POTA for whatever
reasolls arrd does not care to share
the rcasons u'itlr the ptrblic, it wottld
nrean a situatiorr n,ltere nobody is
,.,i. iir 5Lrilr .r Si.rte trl altfailS.

This rvill lead to conditions
lvhere €V€r1,1;v11g has ttt trecessarily

,)t



fear those in the government and
refrain from saying or doing things
that would be critical of the
government or not to the liking of
those in power. This would amount
to Police Raj where only the
policemen and their masters control
,everything.

If this can happen to a

Member of Parliament, what will be
the fate of the common people in the
state? Wl'ro will defend the common
man if he runs foul of the all
powerful Chief Minister of the state?

What is shocking is that the
Prime Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister who said that POTA would
not be n'risused have conveniently

kept silent in the case of Mr. Vaiko's
arrest in Tamil Nadu. As opposition
leaders, they talked eloquently
against the dictatorial tendencies of
the Government and criticised, very
rightly, Mrs. Indira Gandhi for her
dictatorial methods and attitude. It
is sad that these self-same persons
change their views depending on the
place where tl'rey sit.

POTA is an extraordinary
law created for a specific purpose,
according to the Government's
statements. IrVhen an extraordinary
law is used, the Government has a
duty to take the public into
confidence, so as to convince the
public that there is no misuse. Any
responsible and derrocratically

conscious government would do so.

The problem in India is that
democracy has gone under the
control of persons who have no
hesitation in adopting undemocratic
means to attain power and sustain
themselves in power. \Alhen persons
holding positions as responsible as
that of Ministers adopt such
attitude, one cannot but conclude
that this is a defeat for democracy
itself. Such conditions are aided and
facilitated by lethargic, disinterested
and perhaps self centered citizens.

MR. N. S. VENKATARAMAN is Chief
Edilot, Nandini Voice For the Deprived,
Chennai. His email address:
nandini@giasmd0l.vsnl,net.in or
ns venkat@md4.vsnl. ne t. in

No, Minister!

For obvious reasons I cannot disclose his name. But
the lessons of life that he has taught me wrlll remain embedded
forever, and will be my guiding light to tackle any situation.
Let us call him Babu Anna.

He was barely out of his teens when he took up a

government job. He continued his studies and worked his way
up the hard path. He had become known for his efficiency, his
presence of mind, and his ability to handle people. And that
is when a politician eyed him. This politician (whose name,
alas, I must again keep confidential), was an illiterate man of
the masses, a champion of the workers, and a sincere person
who had the well-being of everyone at heart. His problem was
his lack of education, and he needed someone to supplement
it. Initially in an informal capacity, and then subsequently as

his official assistant, Babu Anna became his crutch and his
right hand man.

The politician rose to become a minister, and Babu Anna
became the private secretary to the minister. Any lesser mortal
would have become drunk with power. lt is an oPen secret
that private secretaries are more powerful than the Ministers
themselves, and this case was no exception. Even more so since
the minister was completely dependent on Babu Anna for all
matters concerning the written word. The gentle minister trusted
his worthy assistant and would promptly put his scrawling
indecipherable signature whenever the latter would thrust a

file under his nose. In many ways the secretary was more a

minister than the minister himself.

There were occasions when the minister, being a man
of thc masscs, would like to dole out largesse to the masses.
Therc u'ould be a throng of applicants, each wanting some
favour or the other. Thc ministcr, l-r.rt'ing seetr povcrty atrd
deprivation himself, was more than keen to oblige' them. The

Ali Khwaja
only hitch was that the minister would promise more than what
he could deliver. For after all the minister was a cog in the
giant government machinery whose wheels do not move to the
whims of one person, however high a position he may hold.
And that is where, day after day, Babu Anna had to step in to
save the situation.

In almost two decades of loyal service, Babu Anna
probably never uttered the words "No, Minister". And yet every
time he deftly managed to save the situation, and keep up the
image of the honourable Minister. His technique, when I look
back at it, was quite simple and yet ingenious. He would
immediately show his agreement, however unreasonable or
impractical the minister's order was. And he would go on
agreeing with the order, praising the applicant, lauding the
minister's concern, and in fact suggesting that the person
deserved even more. The "even more" in fact would turn out
to be something completely different from what the minister
had so generously "granted", and much within the framework
of bureaucratic rules and regulations. And before anyone could
realize the drastic change that has been brought about by the
secretary's suggestion, the applicant would be whisked away
into the other room to complete the paperwork!

Babu Anna has retired. The minister is no more. Today
a new breed of politicians and bureaucrats have taken over
the government. The innocence, the simplicity, and the sincerity
does not exist any more. The loser is the common man.

DR. ALI KHAWIA is a graduate of IIT Bombaywho moved
over to human behavior and counselling. He writes books
on various aspects of life, counsel for emotional support and
career guidance, and ttain counsellors. and believes in a

urisrion of helping others help thernselves.
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Because the essbntie':i
of man lies in his spirit,
there is really no such thing
as a disabled human being.

L&T salutes the
indomitable human spirit
that transcends the limitations
of the body and wears the eternal
laurels of the winner.
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ETHNICITY AND NATION-BUILDING IN SOUTH ASIA
By Urmila Phadnis and Rajat Ganguly

Year of Publication: 2000. No. of Pages: 467.Price: Rs.300

COMMUNITY AND IDENTITIES _ CONTEMPORARY DISCOURSES
ON CULTURE AND POLITICS IN INDIA

Edited bySurinder S. Jodhka.
Year of Publication: 2001. No. of Pages: 271. Pricel. Rs.300

Published by
Sage Publications India Private Limited, M-32, Market,

Greater Kailash, Part I, New Delhi 110 048.

Reviewed by
Professor S. V. Kogekar, former Principal of Fergusson College,

is a political scientist.

The first of the above tlve
volumes was first published in 1989.

Its author, the late Ms. Urmila
Phadnis of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, had
established her reputation as an
industrious and perspicacious
scholarr by her rvritings over a klng
period. On certain subjects like the
developments taking place in post-
Independence Sri Lanka, she was
considered to be an authority whose
opinions and analysis of events was
widely read and respected.
Unfortunately, she passed away in
1991, rvhich year saw the beginning
of a llew era of economic and
political policies affecting the whtrle
t'rf this regiorr. Thotrgh the basic
factrrrs elnborrted lry lt4:; I,haclnis
have still rrot lost tlreir rele vance ttl
an trnderstandirrg of a highly
ct,nrLrlex social, ec<>norlic and

political situation in South Asia, note
has to be taken of the changes during
the past decade. This task has been
undertaken in the second edition of
the book by Rajat Ganguly who
figures as its ioint author along with
the late Professor Phadnis.

From the title of the book, one
might be led to believe that ethnicity,
related to the racial/physical
attributes of a group, had been the
driving force behind the process of
nation-building in the South Asian
region. But that would be an
unrealistically narrow and a highly
simplistic formulation for the
complex superstructure of the new,
that is, post-independence nations
of tl-re region. As the authors
thenrselves explain in one place, "the
ternr ethnic arrd, following fronr it,
ethnicity, have been used in a

nlanller as to make it virtually a

portmanteau concept" (p.350, italics
added). It generally refers to group
identity based on a variety of
changing factors. It encompasses
witlrin its fold culture, pluralisnr,
minoritl' complex, racc, language,
religion, region, caste, sex, ideology.
'T'lre trnl;' justifreatiuii ioi iiic use ui
a single iactor like ethnicity is that
arry otlrer rv<lrd would face the satne

clifficulty rvlreu it comes to defining
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it so as to place it within the
dynamic historical context. Perhaps
dropping it altogether would have
been easier. But then it would have
been deprived of its centrality which
the authors find it necessary to
emphasise because of a noticeable
similarity between the plural states
of South Asia. Each of them is faced
with the enormous challenge of
securing national integration by
overcomrng ethno-centric
turbulences often turning into
violent conflicts.

India, for example, had to
tackle such problems in Punjab,
Jammu & Kashmir, and the North-
Eastern states, not to mention the
initial resistance of the Tar.rrilians.
Pakistan similarly had to contend
with such problerns in the Baluclr,
Pashtun, Sindhi and Bangladeshi
areas irl addition to the Mujahirs. Sri
Lanka had its Tamils. Bangladeslr
had to tackle the Chittagong Hill
Tribes, while Nepal and Bhutan had
tl're intractable immigra Fion problems
in eaclr from the other neighbouring
country. Everr the Maldives had to

defend tlreir integrity agaitlst arured

rci-rtiis oi Srr Larri..alr origut.

An inrportarrt point wlriclt the

authors rnake regarrding the Process

4i



of nation-builc{ing is the impact of
political and econontic factors in
shaping the ethnic conflicts in the
region. The developments duriltg the
last tiecade detailed in the second
eclition bv the addition crf a

p'rrlstscript further strengtherr this
point. The broad observation that
ethnic movel'rlents lr'ere really ir

device for securing ir greatershare
of political and economic power
n'hich gave greater access trr the
rcs()Llrces of the state for self-
clevekrpnrent is well bonre out by the
preserlt state of these nrovernents in
the courrtries of the regiorr.

Tlre central leadershipr in each
rrf these courrtries can deal rvitlr the
prroblems created by ethnicity, as

described abot,e, in one tlr all of tlte
f<rllo"r,ing three ways accclrding to the

pgrceptir)n it has of the extent, deptlt
and pliability of the moventents
concerned. It can use the liberal and
inclusive approach of establisl'ring
a secular democratic order and
demonstrating its determiuatiotr to
suppert equal rights for all. It can do
this b,v opening opportunities for the
disgruntled ethnic groups for power-
shirrirrg irr botl'r the ecorrclmic and

1'roliticirl spl'reres rvithin the
constitutiouaI frartrervork.'Ihirdly,
lr'here both tl're above methods fail,
resort to coercion nray become
inevitable. The after-effects of this
nretlrod have to be carefully weighed
before adoptirlg it. The autlrors very
aprtly descrilre the case of tlre Sikhs
irr Purrjab and tlre v;1vi1rus plrases
tlrnrugh rvhich it developeci and rvas

firrally resrllved. The sarrre could not
happren in the case of Kashmir where
the elec-ted governrnertt of Dr. Farcxq
Abdullah could not keep any of the
tall prrorrrises he rnade <ln assunritrg
office as CIrief Minister. lrr the Nortl'r-
East, refreated ()ccurcllces of
insurgency bv nrilitant gr()Llps utrcler
r'.rrious llames, in Assant, Tripura,
N'lizoraur, Nagalarrd and Mtrnipur
regions lecl to ct-runter-irtsurgellcv
()pL,rilti()ns resulting otrlv in

12

internrittent peace. Tlte carrot aud
stick aprproach has in this case
sholvn its own limitatiorts.

ln I'akistan, Ptrnjab dominates
tl're state and this is greatly resented
bv other ethnic Br()ups like Siudhis,
tsaluchis, etc. The frecluent res()rt t()
military rule is harclly a krng ternr
solutiorr to this problenr and the
disnrenrbermerrt rlf the state by the
secession of its castern wirrg lras

shorvn the liurits of crlntaining the
ethnic conflict by arnred ft'rrce.

The experierrce of Sri Larrka is
also ver-\, rvell recotrrrted rvith the use

t'lf forcc from botl'r sides - tlre Tanrils
arrd tl'rc Sinhalese arrd endless
negotiations betn,een the two sides,

It slrould be clear from the
above verv brief referetrces to the
conterrts of the volunte that it
presellts a fairly ctrntpreltetrsive
discussion of the nranv intricate
pnrblenrs that have arisen and are

curtiuuiug trr dog tlte steps of the

leaders and g()venrnrettts trlring ttt
builci u1'r their couutries as via[''le
natiou states. There are also
irrsightfu l probes into the itrfluences
of external regimes as n ell as rlf kin
gr()uFrs from the outside in this
pr()cess. The rvh<lle exercise proiuts
tu the iurportance of grt'lttp fornration
irr the politicirl prr<ress. It also shorvs
the variety of factrrrs leading to
gr()up identity - racist, social,
olriect ive , sr.rtriectivt: - a rrd tlte rreecJ

to build p()!\'er structures that will
acconrrrrodate the nrultitude rrf
gr()ups which corrstitute srricty and
create a stake frlr thenr in a unifttrnr
national identity. This inevitably
points to a federal, decentralised
state aprparatus based on tlre
lnaxi nrurnr possible antonotny which
harnesses the trenrendotts etttotive
aPireal of cthrrie or sintilar rrtltt,r
gr()up irlerrtities.

l'erltaprs this is tr gottd Pl.1se
fronr rvlriclr to krok .rt the secotttl of

Frecdotrt First .Jartttort'-March 200i]

tlrese twc'r vcrlulnes. Community, and
Identities is a collection of tn'elve
essays written by as many writers.
As the sub-title of the books tell us,
they are contenrporary disconrses orr
the suLrjects of culture anc'l politics
in lnclia. The edikrr has clivided the
subject into fotrr parts clealing
respectivel)' r{'ith (1) conceptual
questirlns, (2) caste, class ancl the
politics of comrnunity identities, (3)

globalisatiorr aud the spatial re-
articulatirln of con'rnrurlities, ancl (4)

nrinorities, womelr ancl
ctrnrmunities.

In his irrtrrlduction, the eclitor
enrplrasis the shift that has takerr
place irr the social scierrces irr
recognising the ccxrcept of 'culture'
as a'franten'(rrk' lvithin rvhich
debates are carried out ott the nrost
compelling questions of
contemporary politics - civil rig,lrts,
gender, caste, envir()nntent ()r

alternative forms of developmeut. ['le
notes that ('luestic)ns lvhich rvere

earlier cclnsidered margin(rl ()r

insignificant have begun to be taken
seriously as on the issues t'rf crrlture
and iclentitv. Tl're rise of 'neu" social
movements cluring the'eighlies like
those of \4'onle11, farrtrers, dalits,
tribals, etc. hirve raisecl demands
which canlrot he fitted in the
'Nehruvian agenda'.

While the first book by
Phadrris arrd Canguly had a rvide
siveelr errcorrrp;t55ing all the se ve tr

states of Soutlr Asia arrd it dealt rvith
their substantive probleurs arrd
acti()ns in the efforts of natiotr-
buildirrg, tlre second bor>k has a

limited scoFle, being coniined ttt
Irrdia. Its approaclt also is different'
It is orieuted torvards the enrerging
probleurs of tnethodotogv in the
ana l.ysis ()r cl escri;'r t iotr of
sociokrgicall), inrportaut evetlts. As

<rtre of tlre cotttributr)rs silyb, in Inc{ia,

tlte 'cottrtnurtitV' lrelongs ttt the realttt

of culture, bttt not to the ectlttotny'
The state, tnarkets, classes rvere crftett



perceived as'non-comnlunities' and
hence less authentic. This may prove
to be a handicap in the objective
analysis and evaluation of different
corlten'lporary social nrovenren ts.

Methodology is generally a

dull subject. When it is presented in
a clumsy aud/or bombastic style, tl're

reader is discouraged to take it
seriously. The nrost prominent
aulong this genre of essays in the
present volume is tl-re tl'rird chapter
errtitled, "ln the Tracks of
Community and ldentity: Deepening
the hrterrogations" by Sasheej Hegde

of the University of I{yderabad. In
contrast, the case studies of the
Kapunadu Movement in Andhra
Pradeslr and the Balispal Movement
in Orissa are eminently readable and
bring out the fluidity and ambip;uity
of community identities. Another
interesting study derived from the
experience of globalisation relates to

the lndian diaspora and the attempts
to retairr a sense of community on
the basis of a nostalgic attachment
to the values, mores and rituals in
tlre country of their origin. The
difference in the attitudes of the first
generation immigrants in the U.S.

and the next generation born and
brought up in the adopted country
is clearly elaborated in another
essay. Recent social/political
movenrents relating to 'minority,
conrmunities and women's
empowernlent also figure as
illustratiorrs of the essentially
dynamic categories within the broad
framework of social identities. Like
the Curate's egg, the book is good in
parts, though, as happens in
symposia like this one, the
contributions are of extremely
uneven quality.

A BIOGRAPHY OF THE INDIAN NATION 7947-7997

Edited by
Ranabir Samaddar

Published by
Sage Publications India Private Ltd., M-32, Market,

Greater Kailash, Part I, New Delhi 110 048.
Year of Publication: 2001. No. of Pages: 342. Price: Rs.495

Reviewed by
l'rofessor Mohi t B h a ttacharya, formerly Vi ce-Ch a ncel I or, Bu rd wan

University, is a political scientist and a Fellow of the ICSSR,
New Delhi.

This is the final volume of a

trilogy on post-colonial nationalism,
the earlier volumes being The
Marginal Natiott: Transborder
Migration from Bangladesh to West

Berrgal (1999), and Whose Asia is it
Arttli.uay? Rcgrorr nnd Natiort in Soutlt
Asin (1996). Goirrg by the author''s
ou,n characterization, the earlier two
volunres deal with the "externalities"
irr post-colonial rration fornratiorr
and consolidation. By contrast, tlte
present volume deals with the
"iuterlralities" of the nation forrrr -
'historical-political accourlt as rvell
c15 an ?Igul)1ent against Sonre Of tlte
current accoullls of tratiorralisnr'.

'l'lre f,', trs,rf lltn'lro,rl. js,rrl llr.
n1r5l-c()loni-I period atrcl its
etrtpltasis is ()lt the rra tirrn's
rlnt:agclleltt rvith socict1,. \{itlrirr tlris

broad framework, eight chapters of
the book, termed eight "chronicles",
narrate the encounters of the Indian
nation with rebels, conlmunities,
citizens, aliens and the state. Tlre
first chapter is a look-back exercise
to explain tlre birtlr of the rtatit-rrt

through the traumatic experience oi
tlre Partitior.r. Tlre secorrd and third
chapters together documerrt the
failed rebellions of peasants and
students culminating in what has
been called a "passive revolution"
a la Gramsci. The impedimelrts to
natiorral conserrsus-builci ing lrave
beerr identified in the fourtlr clrapter,
foctrsinq rrrr tlrt: tw<-r issrres of castc
arrd conrrttunalisnt. The regtrlar
,',,'Ltl,'s r.l-' t'lt'ctir-rl-t:,' :r :; lcgi I i rrta ti rr,;

devices ltave heen rectlrded itr sor-trrt

detail irr the fifth chaptet'.
Intert'stiuglv, thc sixtlr cltaprter r.tises

Irreedont I,'irsl,lonuat'r'-March 200;)

the question of 'citizenship'. The
specificity of the Indian situation in
his view, denrands a new theory of
citizenslrip in replacement of the
liberal theory. The severrth chapter
deals with the autobiographies of
three rvrrnren - all Bengalis - rr,'itlr

the avtlrved }rurPOSe tlf hartrronising
the public space with the ftorne, the
universe of dorrresticity. The last
chapter focuses orr the rratiotr at \var,
as no nation can become one without
wars. To quote the author, "the
nation at war reverts with anrazittg
ease to being a rratiot.t at peace".

'l'lre author acknorvledges his
indebtedness to all the emirrerrt
alrqs'1rr'11,,1-1,'p |11,Ji:r1r'111in111lis1rr -
A. l{. Dt sai, l3iparr Charrdra, I'artlra
Clratterjce, Achirr \finaik arrd l'. V.

Saty,arrrr:rth1'. It is his clissatisfacliort
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with currerrt political discussions on
natiorralism that, he argues, has
provoked the present study on the
nation's biography. Unfortunately,
apart from the adequacy-inadequacy
clialectic that he poses almost
esoterically, tlre author has not cared
mucl'r to explain the real reasons for
his dissatisfaction with earlier
studies.

It seems the present volunre
does not quite live up to tl-re author's
high-pitched expectations, as he
desired (ideally) a series tl'rat would
combine the work of Charles Tilly
and Etienne Balibar "to show how
this nation-form concentrates
authority, exercises symbolic
violence, and becomes a field of
power that is constantly producing
tension and upheaval..."

As the author admits, the
eight "chronicles" had their origin
in piecenreal exercises, written as
separate essays and seminar themes.
To piece them together had been an
afterthought. Hence, his claim of a
"running theme" integrating the
disparate pieces remains somewhat

suspect. Surely, there is proof of a
valiant effort to weave the papers
into an architectural design. Yet, on
a close scrutiny, one clearly observes
faultlines and jumpiness in the
presentations - a laboured (and not
too successful) attempt to weave
together a number of disparate
monographic presentations that do
not quite blend. To illustrate the
point, chronicle no.6 (The Nation's
two subjects) and chronicle no.7
(Nation and the home) hang loosely
at the end of the discussion
terminating in chronicle no.5.

This is, of course, not to
belittle the quality of the
presentations as disparate pieces.
Each 'chronicle'stands on its own
charactererised by deft handling and
sophisticated analysis. The writings
bear unmistakable marks of deep
and wide-ranging scholarship and
matchless skill to blend theory and
practice together. At the same time,
tlreories and conceptual discourses
are scattered all over the pieces,
possibly because of each being
conceived as discrete monographs.
For instance, Tilly and Balibar are

mentioned in the preface, but their
streams of thought do not infornr the
writings. Similarly, Gramsci is cited
in chronicle 3 (passive revolution),
Partha Chatterjee in Chronicle 4,
Mouffe in Chronicle 5 and Arendt
in Chronicle 6. In fact, the author's
addiction to names of authorities has
occasionally been a hindrance to the
articulation of his own creative
thoughts. Possibly, each chapter,
because of its discrete character,
demanded specific references. Even
after such allowance, one would
have expected a conceptual frame for
the volume as a whole in order that
tl-re bits and pieces could be held
togetl'rer within the overarching
frame.

Nevertheless, the work of
Samaddar is a brilliant piece of
scholarship whicl'r will remain a

guidebook for any researcher who
would be undertaking research on
any aspect of Indian politics. His is
a creative mind that has left its
decisive imprint on each 'chronicle',
and as a bibliographic source, his
work is amazingly rich and wide-
ranging.

Freedom, with the passing of the years, transcended

the mere freedom of my country and embraced freedom

of man everywhere - and from every sort of trammel

above all it meant freedom of the human personality,

freedom of the mind, freedom of the spirit. This freedom

has become a passion of life and I shall not see it
compromised for bread, for security, for the glory of the

state or for anything else.

Jayaprakash NaraYan

Extracled from Transforming lhe Polity; Centenary Readings froni
Jayaprakash Narayan,selecled and introdlrced by Ajit Bhattacharjea
and cited by him in Outlook Octohpr 14 2q02

Irreedorn Firsl,Ianuart,-Ilorch 2003 .15
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Edited By
Pravin Sawhney

Published by
Sage Publications India Private Ltd., M-32, Market,

Greater Kailash, Part I, New Delhi 110 048.
Year of Publication:2002. No. of Pages: 459. Price: Rs.425

Reviewed by
Brig. S. C. Sharma (Retd.), currently working in industry as an advisor

is a freelance writer and a regular contributor to Freedom Firct.

The author, South Asia
Correspondent for fane's Inter-
national has refuted ten popularly
held views, he calls them myths, on
India's defence policy. The first two
myths are concerned with the
Chinese threat. China is the real
enemy. This lack of military pre-
paredness by India is well known
and is not a myth. It is wrong to
describe China of 1950 as a weak
state. She was strong enough to
wage a war in Korea against the
front ranking world military power,
the U.S.A.

The inept handling of the
Indo-China border issue by Nehru
is well known to all. In 1980,Indira
Gandhi approved a 1S-yearplan for
a heavy build up on the Northern
border. A confrontation with China
in 1987 brought home the risk of
waging a war on two fronts. There
is a contradiction in the author's
analysis. I-le praises the n'rilitary
leadership for restraint against
China in 1987 due to Chinese
nuclear capability and then runs
down India's nuclear blast as of no
consequence. He finds flaws in the
Border Peace Agreementwith China
since it is an agreement on the Line
of Actual Control and not on the
border. This is the first step and an
improvenlent in the current
sihration. lt is wrong to presume that
a border cannot be violated, while
the Line of Control can be
disregarded. A border can also be
shifted through insurgerrcy and the
cry of self-determination when it
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suits the stronger military and
economic power.

The next two chapters
demolish the two myths about
Kashmir -
- The Simla Agreement can resolve

the Kashmir issue; and
- The Army has frustrated

Pakistan's proxy war.

The ISI agenda goes beyond
Kashmir. We all know that insur-
gency cannotbe overcome by military
action alone, but the military
component is an essential element
for obtaining a favourable position
for negotiations. A plea for destroy-
ing insurgents bases in POK is
attractive but dangerous unless we
are prepared for a major war. The
risk of nuclear war with Pakistan is
minimal and there is a semblance of
stability due to parity between the
two armies at the operational level.
A detailed description of the Siachin
conflict along with maps and the
difference in the viewpoints of Gen.
Chhiber and Gen. Hoon is
interesting.

The book covers the acqui-
sition of missiles and nuclear

weapons by Pakistan from China
and Korea. Pakistan's flamboyant
boasts and threats were put in check
by the blunt advice of America's
Deputy National Security Advisor,
Robert Gates on 20th May 1990 -

"Washington had thoroughly
war-gamed the Indo-Pakistan
confrontation and Pakistan was a

loser in every scenario. In the event
of war, Pakistan could expect no help
from Washington".

The conduct of nuclear tests
by India was done in order to obtain
critical data. Pakistan already
possessed a tested nuclear device,
courtesy China. The author's
criticism follows the Western Press
belittling the Indian effort. This step
was essential to avoid or meet a
nuclear blackmail by Pakistan. It is
interesting to note that Pakistan has
changed the tone from using all
available means to "the use of
nuclear weapons is not practical".

Not everyone may agree with
the author when he describes
Sunderji as abrasive and
flamboyant.

Kudos tor TtccDon Tixl 1

Hearty congratulations on a very readable and nostalgic 50th Anniversary
issue. I share my birthday with Freedom First and am proud of it.

Dr. Ali Khwejr, Eangalore

Received the October-December number ol Freedom First this morning
by courier. Delectable f are in an ambience of f reedom !

N. Dharmeshwaran, Guduvanchcrry, Tamil Nadu

Thank you for the issue of Freedom First (455 July-September).
Congratulations on your excellent cover story on a frightened lndian.
Your observations and exhortations are valid and pertinent.

Ashok Soot'

Freedont First Jcnuarv-March 2003



SECURITY THREATS TO NORTH-EAST INDIA
The Socio-Ethnic Tensions

By
Lt.Gen. N. S. Narhari, PVSM (Retd.)

Published by
Manas Publications, 4879, Varun House, Mathur Lane,

24, Ansari Road, Darya Gani, New Delhi 110 002.

Year of Publication 2002. No. of Pages: 257. Price: Rs.595

Reviewed by
Brig. A. Thyagaraian (Retired), a freelancewriter,

engaged in leadership training.

The author has traced the
early history of the North-East
immigration from 5th century BC

onwards, conflicts with
neighbouring states and
consolidation into the British
Empire. The regrouping scheme of
the Cabinet Mission could have
throrvrr Assam into Pakistan. The
efforts of the then Chief Minister
Bardoloi saved Assam. Surprisingly,
Nehru supported the regrouping
scheme and told the Assam Congress
leaders that Assam could not hold
up tl're progress of the rest of India.
Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pandit was
angry with the leaders of Assam.

Low economic development,
unemployment, continued migration
from Bangladesh and distrust
between the various groups has led
to a feeling of discontent and neglect.
There is a cry for the ouster of the
foreigners. The irrdigenous Assamese

have become a n'rinority in their own
state. This discontent led to the
formation of the insurgent ULFA
organisation who dream of an
independent Assam. ULFA
managed to collect large sums of
money from tea gardens and
btrsinessnren. The Mohanta
Government had no desire to curtail
tlrese activities. U LFA was
responsible for a serjes of political
assassinatirrns. Tlre situation lecJ to
tlre disnrissal of tlre ACP ministry
and Presiderrt's rtrle was inrposed in
1990. At the same tiure, the Army rvas

called out and ULFA outlawed. The
brutalities committed by ULFA had
created a wave of disgust among the
people. As of now, the back of ULFA
militancy has been broken. More
than 3000 cadres have surrendered.
The author has traced the seeds of
agitation and militancy in Assam
due to unchecked immigration.

The hostility between the
Nagas and Ahoms is more than 400
years old. The missionaries led a

hard life, identified themselves with
the Nagas and succeeded in
spread ing Christianity. Today, more
than 70% Nagas are Christians.
These missionaries have played their
part in f anning the seeds of
separation. Tlre environment of
insurgency has reduced the
influence of the Church. The author
has traced the protress of
negotiations between the
Goverument and dissideut Nagas.
The Naga leaders condemned
insurgency, but continued with their
violerrt agitation. After many
hiccups, the state of Nagaland was
formed in December 1953, State
assembly elections were ordered and
rnoderates ruled the State for 10 years.
A section of the underground
rnovenrent continued to ask for
iudepell6lsnce and never gave up
insurgency. A part of the Central
Ctrvenrnrent qr.rrts f, rrrrrcl theil rva1,

to the irrsurgents. The author sees

hope irr a social r"upl11tion. Tlre brxrk
Itas cr.rgently analysed tlre probleurs

Freedont First Jartuarv-March 2003

of rival Naga tribes who are unable
to perceive a common Naga state
under the Indian Constitution. Some
of then'r have still the notion that
during the British regime they were
a totally independent entity.

The wave of unrest in
Manipur is largely a result of the
misrule during 25 years of Chief
Commissonership. During three Five
Years Plan periods, Rs.40 million
were surrendered out of an allotment
of Rs.320 million. The residents of
Manipur felt that they were paying
the price for being loyal Hindus. The
erstwhile Maharaja of Manipur was

forced to sign the Instrument of
Accession on lSth October 1949,
when he had been placed under
house arrest in Shillong, where he
had gone to neet the Governor Mr.
Sri Prakash. The general public witlr
the exception of the Congress Party
were in favour of Home Rule under
the Manipur Constitution. They did
not favour accession. Tlrat continues
to be the position today as well. The
Council of Ministers could have been

retained. It is of interest that while
the Maharaja was guided by a

Council of Ministers, the Chief
Commissioner had absolute Power.
Two Chief Conrmissiollers were
accused of corruption and one of
rvomanising. This background
exl.rlairrs tlre raisott-rl'r'lrc of the
unrebt. Tire author recommetrds
rapid econotnic develrtpn-rent and

good govelnance as nleans to bring
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this region into the main political
stream. The issue of illegal
immigration from Bangladesh has to

be tackled vigorously and
immediately.

On the State of Tripura, the
book has brought out the grave
threats posed to the tribals who
iustifiably argue that they are being
swamped by the Bengali immigrants.

A number of tribal organisations
have tried violence as a means to
exterminate the immigrant
population, inspite of the popular
rule established by the Central
governn"lent. Tripura has been a

scene of grave disturbances which
can only be curbed by inducting a

large number of para military forces.
The author, in the final analysis has
summarised the causes of unrest,

and pointers to a future settlenrent.
However, he has made some
debatable comments that during the
pre-lndependent days, India could
not fulfill the criteria of a nation.
Being a senior Army Commander, he
could have commented on the role
of the security forces and their
eff ectiveness in comba ting
insurgency.

PROFILES IN COURAGE - DISSENT ON INDIAN SOCIALISM.

Edited by
Parth J. Shah

Published by
Parth ). Shah on behalf of Centre for Civil Society

Year of Publication: 2001. No. of Pages: 184. Price: Rs.350

Reviewed by
Dr. (Mrs.) Louella Lobo Prabhu, a leading member of the erstwhile

Swatantra Party; Editor, Insight. She contributes the column,
"Reflections - Serious and Facetious" in Freedom First

This is not an easy book to
review, and is not for anyone, who
wants light reading. The whole
structure of the book is ideological
and needs to be taken chapter by
cl-rapter. It details the history of
planninp;, and legislation in post-
Independence India. Tl'ris view is
afforded by the lives, times and
thoughts of the characters, selected
for portrayal.

One thing between the is
col'llrnon: they all perceived that
enlarging the framework of the
socialist state, would destroy the
Indian ecorlonly and the Indian
polity as well. They arrived at tl'ris
conclusion from dif ferent
backgrounds urban and rural. In
some of them, the history of their
lives is co-terminus with the history
of the freedom struggle. Rajaii
fulfilled the prediction made at l'ris
birth, that he would hold the highest
oifice in the land. He r,r'errt on to the
top: the office of the Governor
General, and India's highest honour,
the "llharat Rirtira". The one factor,
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in and between these inspiring lives,
is, that while the persons in question
saw some success, they also gave up
great material reward by opposing
India's first Prime Minister and his
love affair with socialism. This
perception from a person with a

rural background, is understandable.
But coming from urban sophisticates,
like Minoo Masani and A. D. Shroff,
represent an uncanny foresight about
the shape of things to come, in which
both the economy and would be
shattered; and a clamp down on
personal freedom, would follclrv.

Masani and Rajaii were the
most articulate defenders of
individual freedom and private
enterprise or free competition.
Among the lives selected for our
reading pleasure, Raiaji's is the most
impressive. He managed to attain the

higl"rest office, while still retaining
dissentirrg views.

While sou're of the people
profiled entertaiued clissentitrg
views, thel, did trot suffer too nrttch,

Freedom First Januat'.v-March 2003

for their fall from grace: "grace"
being the favour of India's first Prime
Minister. Had he wanted to, Masani
could have held the highest offices,
but chose to oppose Nehru, in every
issue, which involved government
takeover of land and private
enterprise, ending by forming the
Swatantra Party. The party
proceeded to stop Nehru in his
tracks, and became the first
recognised opposition in Parliament
(1967-71). Though recognised, it was
not "official", because the Swatantra
Party in the Lok Sabha fell short of
the 50 by 6. The Party had 44 seats.

It also fornred the government in
Orissa, and the main opposition in
various states. It collapsed
prematurely, after it foined the
Opposition-combine of 1971, when
Indira Gandhi won the election
under the slc-rgan "Garibi Hatao".

in tlie plofiles, trr'o nrake really

cleary reacling, but tltose, which try
to give a picture oI the man bel'rind

the ideology come off mucl-r better. I

particularly liked S. V. I(aju ou the



life of Minoo Masani and G.
Narayanswamy on the life of Rajaji.
R. K. Amin, writing on Piloo Mody,
gives us some hilarious anecdotes,
the only ones in the book. Rajaji's
biographer also manages to do a

biography at the same time, that he
traces Rajaji's ideological reaction to
nomelltous matters. He was often
misunderstood, but seems to be the

only southerner, who had a secure
place on the Indian national scene.

One thing rather disorienting about
the books is, that the chapters are not
put together in any logical sequence.
Perhaps they should have been done
chronologically. I also think, that I
would have put some other
biographies into tl're book. That is
beside the point. One gets a

wonderful re-creation of the Nehru
era, its great ideological conflicts
and the people who came forward
to stop his mad social philosophy,
inspired by Russia, without
adaptation to Indian conditions.
Each person profiled, can receive the
accolade, " I stood up and was
counted. I made a difference".

THE VEDIC PEOPLE
By Rajesh Kocchar

Published by
Orient Longman Ltd.,7124, Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi 110 002.

Year of Publication : 2000. Pages: 273. Pnce Rs.425

Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari, retired Professor of Commerce and Management

and a freelance writer.

This book is an elaboration of
the Kosambi Memorial Lecture
delivered by the author in October
1992. According to the author, "the
book seeks to interpret the historical
and geographical content of the
Vedas, Puranas, Ramayana,
Mahabharata and Avesta in a global
context with the help of data from
such diverse disciplines as
archaeology, natural history,
metallurgy, astronomy, geology and
even genetics".

Of the four Vedas, highly
revered by the learned, the Rgveda
is the oldest in the age, followed by
the Yajurveda and the Samaveda.
The Atharveda was not considered
for a long time. The Rgveda consists
of 10 books or mandalas, with a

collection of 1028 hymns or suktas.
The Rgveda was conposed by many
Ilshis or saints over a period of time.
Prominent aurongst these l{shis are
Vishwa r-rritra (Marrd a la Il I),
Vamadeva (Marrdala lV); Atri
(Mandala V), Blraradwaja (Marrdala
Vl) and Vasishta (Mandala VII). The

core of the Vedas consists of the
Samhitas. The Brahmanas, the prose-
texts which go along with the
Samhitas interpret the various
rituals to be performed. The
Aranyakas which form a natural
transition to the Upanishads - also
known as Vedanta - the end part of
the Vedas, are devoted to mysticism
and symbolism. The Kalpasutras the
next class of Vedic texts deal with
the performance of the various
rituals.

In order to help the reader, a

mrmber of help-books or guides have
been prepared. In other words, these

are commentaries on Rgveda, the
most popular being Sakalya's
Padapatha and Saunaka's
Pratisakhya. The autl'ror, however
feels tl-rat the present day Rgveda
does not truly represent the
contenrporal'reoLrs tradition in its
entirety. Irr tlre words of tlre author,
"it represe uts only thosc prrrtions
rvlrich a particular school decided
to preserve".

Irreedom First Jantnry-March 2003

The corpus of the Yajurveda
is wider than any other, with two
versions - the Shukla Yajurveda
and the Krishna Yajurveda. The
Krishna Yajurveda is the oldest
prose in Sanskrit/Vedic literature.
There are as lnany as six recensions
out of which four are in the Krishna
Yajurveda and two in Shukla
Yajurveda. The Krishna Yajurveda
contains a large number of
Kalpasutras. The Samaveda, the
Veda of the Saman chants, taken out
frorn the Iigveda for rhythmical
chanting, is made up entirely of
verses. It consists of 1810 individual
verses. Its Brahmanas - Pancavimsa
and Jaiminiya are tl're oldest. The
stories narrated in the Jaiminiya
have a ring of folklore in it. The
Samaveda may be considered the
oldest treatise orr music. The
Atharveda is a collection of 730
h1'nrns cotrsistirrg of 6000 verses
divided into 20 books or Kandas.
lVhile the urajor Portiorr of thc
Atlrarveda is in verse ft>rn, 1/6 ctf

it including two eutire books viz. 15
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and l6 are in prose. The Atharveda,
stated to be the oldest treatise on
Indian medicine, is in fact, a

collection of charms and spells.

The Puranas are l8 in
number. Depending upon the
colrtents and characteristics, they
may be classified into three groups,
viz. Satvic, Rajasic and Thamasic.
The Satvic are Vishnu, Varaha,
Bhagawatl-ra, Narada, Padma and
Garuda Puranas. The Rajasic are
Brahma, Bl'ravishya, Brahmanda,
Brahma Vaivarta, Markandeya and
Vamana Puranas. The Thamasic are
Agni, Kurma, Linga, Matsya, Shiva
and Skanda Puranas. While listing
the 18 Puranas on p.28, the author
makes a mention of Vayu Purana
instead of the Shiva Purana, which
is perhaps a typographical error.

The Ramayana, one of the two
epics, is in the form of verse,
consisting of over 24,000 shlokas
divided into 7 Kandas or Cantos.
The author feels that originally it
consisted of 5 Cantos only, frorn 2

to 5. Cantos 1 and 7 according to
him, were added on later. In fact, the
Yuddha Kanta ends rvith the
coronation of Rama as the King, after
vanquishing Ravana and getting
back Sita. The Mahabharata, the
other epic, which runs into 18

parvans witl'r 1,00,000 shlokas, is
considered to be the longest poem in
the literary history of the ivorld. 'f lie

books or parvans are of unequal
length, with the Shanti Parvan being
the longest with 14,525 shlokas. The
Mahabharata has given the lvcrrld,
two of the rarest gems, r'iz. the
tshagwad Gita and the Vishnu
Sahasranama.

Zoroastrianism, the official
religion of Iran, flourished frorn 559

B.C. to 65'l A.D. Avesta, the
collection of Zoroastrian scriptures,
can be divided into three parts, viz.
Yasna, Visperad, anci Vendidad. The
Gathas, a set of 17 hymns composed
by Zarathursthra himself, is
considered to be the oldest, and is
subsumed in tl-re Yasna, rvhir:h
along with the Visperad constitute
the liturgy of religious ritr.rals. The
Vendidad, a work in prose. details
the rules and regulations for
n'raintaining purity.

The Khorda Avesta or the
younger Avesta, consists of short
prayers recited by the priests.
Accordirrg to Prof. Kochhar, the
Avestan language is very closely
related to the l{gveda, with minor
differences in granlrner and
etymology. In his well written book,
"The Sanskrit Language",'1. Llurrrrn'
says: "[t is quite possible to fincl
verses in the oldest portion of
Avesta, which by photretic
substitutions according to
established laws, can be turned into
irrtelligible Sarrskrit." In a

comprarative study of Rgvedic
lanqr-rage and Avestan, the author
fr.rrnishes a list of words, indicative
of similarities in Sanskrit, Avestan,
Persiarn ancl Urdr.r, wtrich is quite
irrforrna tive ancl re'vea ling.

'flrree great lraninan Empires,
thc first for"rrrcled by Cyrus of the
Achanreniarr famil-y, who ruled from
559 U.C. to 530 ts.C., flourished
cl uring the millennium 55g B.C. to
651 A.D. The last king, Darius Ill,
was defeated by Alexander in 331

lJ,C. In 211 A.D., Ardashir, who ivas
the son of Papak, establisl'red the
Sasarriarr Dynasty. At the Battle of
Nlahavarrd, in 642 A.D., the last king
of the clynasty, Yazdegerd III, was
defeated b,, thu invading Arabs, thus
encling the reign of Zoroastrianism.

Elsewhere in the book, the
atrthrlr has ably analysed, devoting
rurore than 20 pages, to the origin,
route/s taken and ultimate
disapperrrance t>f the ltgvedic rivers.
Indo-lrania n habitat, Indo-European
cultures, changes, as well as
languages including crrigin, growth
atrci development, are also
competentlv cJealt rvith in the book.

The book has been well
thougtrt out and well-written.
Moderately priced at Ils.425l-, neatly
bound and printed, the book is
strongly recon'rmencled for the
serious reader.

On Patriotism

Patriotism is not mere passionate love of orre's country as it is
often confounded with. ln those who have undertaken the
responsibility of government as well as in those advising or
criticizing them, patriotism's largest element rnust be wisdom
rather than the mere passionate love of one's coLrntry which is
admirable in the common soidier.

C. Raiagopatachari
Swarajya, April 25, 1964
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THE BOOK OF PRAYER

Compiled & Edited By
Renuka Narayanan

Published by
Viking,l'enguin Books India (P) Ltd., New Delhi 77AO77.
Year of Publication: 2001. No. of Pages: 377.Pnce: Rs.295

Reviewed by
Professor Adi Doctor, Emeritus Professor,

Department of Political Science, Goa University.

The author says in the Preface

that the book is meant to be a

bedside and travel conrpauion.
However it is very much urore than
this.

A prayer is silent communion
with God. Those who seek silent,
meditative comrnunion with God
could not have stumbled across a

better, book than Renuka
Narayananan's Tle Book of Prayer.
Although the author says in her
Preface that the book is meant to be
a bedside and travel companion, the
book is so conrplied that a reader can

easily opt for offering a prayer a day
to the Almighty, beginning with page

i titled January 1 and going up to
page 355 titled December 31st. The
last few pages (p.366 to 377) make
up a useful index with the first line
of each prayer treated as its title.
Althouglr the reader is free to
contemplate and meditate over olle
prayer, each day as per the date, the
reader cau, after having gone
tlrrough all the 365 prayers, select a

few of his own choice and reflect
over them daily or at his leisure and
convenience.

Renuka's selection is indeed
inspiring and she leaves out no great
saint, seer, poet or religion.'l'hus rve
have in tl'ris personal collection Guru
Nanak, tlre l)salnrs, Vedas,
Upanishads, Zartlrustra, Sufi poets
like Anrir Klrusro arrd even a re-
production of Galrdhi's favourite

prayers from his Ashram Bhajnaaali.
An added value to the collection is
the fact that where the prayer/song
was not originally composed in
English, Renuka first gives us the
original rendition in the language of
its cornposer (whether Sanskrit, Pali,
Pehalvi, Persian, or Hebrew)
followed by its English translation.
l'he translations, the author claims,
are nrerely ladders to help us climb
closer to the originals. However the
English translations are in
themselves beautiful and knowing
any language other than Englisll is
not necessary.

Though titled z4 Book ol
Prayers, the collection may truly be
deemed a secular collection of
beautiful poetry and ethical wisdom.
The book as such does not fall into
the category of a religious text. The
most one can say is that it is in
keeping with the true Indian ethos
of a multi-faith tradition, our age old
belief that God or the Supreme Good
is one, though we may describe this
indescribable entity in many tongues
and in many ways.

The lesson I draw from this
lovely and painstaking collection is
that we must stop telling God (call

it Providence or Moral Governance,
if you like), how to run his world
and accept tlrat he knows ra'hat lie
is doing. This way alone catr we
shed all nrallners of stress and
distress. Love, forgivettess,
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compassion, magnanimity,
surrounding to God's will (moral
governance) are some of the
principal virtues repeatedly stressed
in tl're prayers. The practice of these
virtues alone can set up a new
virtuous (as opposed to vicious)
cycle and make us experience
freedom from bondage on earth and
the cycle of rebirths.

I reproduce below iust one
prayer from different sects to be
found in Renuka's precious Book of
Prayer to illustrate the quality of her
invaluable collection.

1. The Lord's Prayer: Our Father,
which art in Heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done.

2. Upanislud prayer for guidance and

salaation: O God, from untruth
lead me to truth: from darkness
lead me to light; from death lead

me to immortality. Peace. Peace.

Peace.

3. lain Scripture Dashaaaikalika
Sutra: Dharma lies in non-
violence, in austerities.

4. Gandhi's beloaeil prayer (Mangal

Kamana): May all be hapPY, may
all be of good health, may all
prosper and none be sad, I need

no kingdom, nor even heaven -
may I wipe out the sorrows of
my people Ye gods grant me

this, just this.

5. A Zarathusti gatha: O Ahura
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7.

Mazda, Supreme One, speak to
me about the laws of my faith
and my duties, that I may stay
on the right path..

Prophet Molummed on what one

should say eaery time one entered
and left a place of worship: O God,
pardon my sins and open to me
the gates of thy compassion.

From the Gospel of the Buddha:
Ignorance causes the ruin of the
world. Envy and selfishness
break off friendships. Hatred is
the most violent fever, and, the
Buddha is the best physician.

Amir Krusro's prayer to his Gurtt
Hazrat Nizamuddin: O Dyer, I
give my life to you, You have
dyed me in you with just one
look. O Nijam,I give my life to
you, you have made me your

bride with just one look.
g. A Prayer for Chitctrew author

unknown.

And we pray for those children,
who watch their parents, watch
them die,
Whose nightmares come in the
daytime,
Who will eat anything,
who have never seen a dentist,
who aren't spoilt by anybody,
who go to bed hungry and cry
themselves to sleep.
We pray for the children:
who want to be carried and for
those who must,
And for those who will grab the
hanC
Of anybody kind enough to offer
it.

Although the book is
representative of prayers from all the
major faiths, Renuka could have
considered including some
Zoroastrian prayers too. The whole
book has only one quote from the
Aaesta. I give here two very brief
Zoroastrian prayers which Renuka
may consider including in a future
edition of the book.

Ashem Vohu Vahistem Vasti
which means Righteousness is the
highest prayer and the famous
exhortation to all good Zoroastrians
viz. Manasni, Gaaasnhi, Khunasni
which means always remember to
live in Good Thougl'rts, Good Words
and Good Deeds.

8.
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