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It is sad that since 1996

disease.

Nissim
Ezekiel, an Indo-
Anglican poet of
eminence, brea-
thed his last in a

rrursing home in
Mumbai on Janu-
ary 9,2004, after a
prolonged illrress.

he was afflicted by Alzheimer's

Nissim had a wide circle of friends, amorlg poets,
writers, journalists and social thinkers and other
intellectuals. He was a popular Professor of English
Literature and retired as the Head of the English
Departnrent from the Bombay University. His first
collection of poems was publisl'red in 1952 under the
title "A Time to Change". He was a nolr-conformist poet.

In fact in all fields he worked he was a non-conformist.
In his poem "Background Casually" he made fun of
himself as "Poet, rascal, clown". F{is niece Radhika Rao

Gupta has described him as one who taught her to love
the absurd, the odd, to see the quirky huurour iu
everyday, to laugh without cruelty or condescension at
ordinary struggles. His poems break your heart, while
making you burst into laughter".

Nissim was a soft spoken gentleman. In 1983 he
rvas arvarded the Sahitya Acadenry Award, Irr 1988 he

was awarded the Padnla Shree. He bore all laurels lightly
on his shoulders. Nissim was the moving force behind
the Indian Chapter of the PEN. He edited the PEN
journal. He was always available in the PEN office to
guide the young who aspired to succeed as poets,
playwrights, essayists, editors and novelists Its acronym
is PEN. He was the first editor of Quest, and on the
editorial board of a number of prestigiclus ior.rrnals. He
rvas also editor of Freedom First in tl're early eigltties.

Very few people, except his biographel Il. I(aia

r\(r(r r\ll(,r! tir.rt tl itctt l\ts5lllr \VctS il Stuutillt lll tlle

Wilsou College in tl're early forties, he caure under the

influerrce of the ideas of M. N. Roy. My first etrcotttrter
n'ith Nissinl was as fellow conrpetitor itt au iltter-

NissimEzekiel

collegiate Elocution Competition in 1944-45. I was a
firebrarrd nationalist at that tine, but Nissim was a
Royist arrd a member of the erstwhile Radical Democratic
Party (l{DP) formed by Roy and his colleagues in 1940

on the issue that Indians should support in their own
interest the Allies in World War II against the Axis
Powers.

Later I came under the influence of the ideas of
Roy and came in close contact with Nissim. We jointly
edited a monthly journal known as "TIe Rndical Student"
for about two years in194647. At that time the Radicals
used to observe l4th of July as the French Revolution
Day, as it gave us the watchwards of a revolution
"Liberty, Equality and Fraternity". I remember Nissim
organizing on one occasion a poster exhibition depicting
the highlights of the French Revolution.

In December 1948, the RDP dissolved itself on the

ground that political parties are engaged in an
unscrupulous scramble for power and were therefore
not tl're instruments to bring about revolutionary change
in the conditions of the people and promote human
freedoms. Iloy advised his colleagueis to be on their own
in whatever field they might work and promote Radical
Humanism. Nissim sailed to London for higher studies.
On his return he built his own circle. Thereafter he did
not take keen interest in the Radical Humanist Movement.
But he did not distance himself from the Radical
Humanists.

Nissim took interest in Human Itights
Organizations as well. He was a life member of
the People's Union For Civil Liberties (PUCL) from its
inception. He inaugurated the PUCL National
Convention l'reld in Bombay in 1992. His inaugural
address ott "Tlte Strategy of Fighting for Civil Liberties"
is published ilr a volume of "selectiotts from PUCL Bulletin"
published in 2003.

Nissirtr inrbibecl tlte spirit of Renaissatrce,
i:trtrgttrerrtreilt, f 1ullt.lll freeLl()ln, dutilatrtsttt attd

Denrocracy that are reflected iri his works.

M. A Rane
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

Freedom Firsf considers it a privilege to have had the opportunity of
participating in the Yusuf Meherally birth centenary celebrations, albeit a
litle late, by featuring him on our cover. He passed away in 1950 at the
young age of 47 victim of a police officer's lathiduring the freedom struggle.
He was, with Minoo Masani, a founding member of the Congress Socialist
Party. An outstanding human being he belonged to that vanishing species
'the honest politician.' We salute his memory and have pleasure in presenting
to readers of Freedom First a glimpse of the man and his achievements.
lf you wish to know more about this great personality you can read his
biography written by Mr. Madhu Dandavate and published by the National
Book Trust titled "Yusuf Meherally - Quest for New Horizons."

This issue has been delayed and the number of pages are down to
44 (the lowest since April 1985 after the conversion of the journal from a
16-page monthly to a 48-page quarterly). Advertisement renewals have been
tardy with some advertisers yet to renew. We couldn't wait any longer so
we decided to bring out the issue with reduced pages. We will be most
grateful, if those of you who can, help us secure some advertising support.

Results of the General Elections to the Lok Sabha and several State
Assemblies will be out by May 15. We will be holding a discussion on
Saturday, May 22, to understand and analyse the outcome for the benefit
of Freedom First readers. This means that the next issue of Freedom First,
April-June 2004, will be out between the last week of May and early June.
lf you wish to participate in the discussion please drop us a postcard or
send an email or simply phone us. We shall make sure you are invited.
You are also free to write in with your analyses of the election results.

Many Voices

Editor
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"The deep ntoans round with many voices. Conte, my friends
'Tis not too late to seek a newer worltl" - Tennyson

...deurocracy', like lol'e, must conre from rvithin;
it cannot be in'rposed from outside.

Sashi Tlraroor, TIrc Hittdu, Februarl' 29

If the first casualty of war is truth, has the first
casualty of the rvar agairrst terror been tolerance?

Saslri Tlraroor, Tlrc Hindu, Febmary 29

Irr urban middle class India today examinations
are no longer a test of knowledge. They're a test of the
entire family's ability top withstand stress

Piali tsane'riee, Swrday Tinrcs of /rrrlin, March 14

Chl'ratrapati Shivaji was a great patriot and a

devout Hirrdu but his so called followers in Pune have
pnrved to be both anti-rrational arrd anti-Hindu as they
have destroyed invaluable treasures belonging to the
conntry

Sidcllrartha Majunrdar, in a lettcr in
Tlrc Stntesnnn, March 1l

Like it or rrot India is headed in the direction of
denrocra tic Capitalisnr

Gurcharan Das, Srrrdn,rT Tines of lrrdio, January 25

Dissent in Inclia is disperrsable lvhen it conres to
nr\/ths, Iegerrds arrcl icr>ns. Hclt-heads of every persua-
sion snrvive and thrive on them.

Dileep Padgaonkar, Surrdny Tinres ttf India, January 25

Muslims and Christians in India should not be
labelled as minorities as they have their genetic roots
here.

RSS Chicf K.S.Sudarshan,
Sundnv Tintts of lrrdin, Januarl' 25

..forty years of socialism did little urore, in the
nanre of poverty alleviation, than turrr the poor into a
cclnstitueucy

Tavlcclr Singh, '/'ite lrrtlirrrr Irlrre.ss, Jantrart' 25

Corruprtion lras ceased to be news in India. It is
t,nt' of tlrosc things rvirich lnciia ctrtttrot iive tvith, but
krrorrrs n() \va\/ to live n'ithorrt.

Ktrldilr Nrt'ar, 'l'ltt .'lilL'rtrtotr l)rsl,nlclt i'' Cotrrit'r,
Fcbruary 18.

All logical analysis of Indian politics fails because
there is no logic to Indian politics.

Vir Sanghvi, Sutilnrl Mitl Dny, Februarv 22

We have fought enough. We have no optiorr ex-
cept to live in peace rvith our neighbours. We can change
friends but not ueighbours.

Prime lr,linister Atal Behari Vaipayce,
TIrc lrdinn Express, February 26

The very country (USA) which wanted free trade
and maintained that globalisation would bring all rouncl
prosperity, is now worried that miniorrs like India,
China and Brazil might snatch jobs away from the
American youth.

Editorial tn TIrc Hitouadn, Nagpur, January 29

Peace and reconciliation are moral imperatives
and generally beyond the reacl'r of political cowards and
calculating politicians.

I'larish Kharc, 'flre Hirrdu, January 2l

We need both the WSF and WEF, and we also
need a forun to explore the common ground between
the two fora.

Fornrer Finance Minister P.Chidambaram,
Sunrlay I'inrcs of India, January 25

Llrrrrrtcsy: 'l lrc 'l rmts oi lrrtlit, Educatitln Trnrcs
- lvlunrbai Edition, January 19,2004

Free<lorrt Firsl Jsttttctt't'-Marclt, 2001



Search for a Liberal Alternative
- The Story of a Wasted Workshop

Frcadonr Firsf partnered the Project frtr Econotnic
Educatiorr and the Indian Liberal Croup at a seminar
in Mr"rurbai late last year to discuss "What India Needs".
The presentations made at this serrrinar fornred the cover
feature of tlre last issue of our jounral.l

What India also ueeded, and rvhich rvas rrot
explicitly brought out at that seminar, was the need for
a liberal democratic political party. This may have beetr
because, at that Lroittt, as late as Septenrber last year,
there already rvas a party promoting the philosophy and
principles of Liberalism.

And tl'rereby hangs a sorry tale - of a 3-day
Workshop in Delhi earlier this year that began with a
barrg and ended without achieving even a r.vhisper of
its origirral purpose wl'rich was to work out "A Liberal
Strategy for India: 2004 and Beyond". A noble thor.rgh
anrbitious project. The workshop was the brainchild of
a highly comnritted liberal, an idealist, rvho rvas
convinced that what India needed was a strong united
liberal lrovernent. He had been working to briug about
srrch a rvorkshop for a year or ntore. Having beeu part
of the'liberal n'rovement' in one form or another for four
decades and more, I accepted his invitatiou to attend
the n,orkshop as alr 'Observer.' For purposes of this
narration I'll refer to hiru as'The Converror'.

There were betrveen ten and trvetrty invitees nrund
the table at any given time (with participauts walking
in aud out obviously to attend to their personal
busirresses). They ranged fronr businessl'rlen, freelance
journalists, heads of various NGOs to the leader of a

political party. We shall refer to him as'The Leader'. I
trtust corrfess I had uruch t<.r do n'ith persuadilrg 'The
l-earler' to participrate in this lvorkshop - at least I think
so, though I anr being told bv some of my frierrds that I

lvas 'nsed'. Perhaps. But I do trclt regret having done
u'hat I did. There rvas otle other persolr I shall call lrinr
the'The Demolition Man.' His prime purpose appeared
to be to ensure that the Workshop did not endatrger his
()wn pers()llal political agenda. This became very eviclent
as the rvorkshop progressecl.

I nrust record here tlrat the Corrvenor's conduct
rrf tlre WorkslllrP n'as rtrt,'ticrrkltrs. I Ir.: Plact,tl lrclolt, tlrt
Worksltol-r t|t'et' alterlrltiyes tp c[<ttlsc frgr-1:

l. A i,iLrclal Mor.,enterrt natirrnrvirle
2. A nerv lilreral political 1rart1'
3. Strengthc'ning the existing liberal part\'.

-Chc. Llrno has c.olne,t tho ,ra.lrul galdt
-t o bal}.,of manry thin4s:
of s}oes-and ShiiJ-. 

ana vaJi$;vax- (
of cablaqos ^

aTLA }ltlfs-"

A majority supported the third alterrrative.
lnterestingly the'Demolition Man' favoured a liberal
l'novenlellt as against the otl'rer two alternatives. This
was on day one. On day two'The Demolition Man' took
a surprising somersault and supported the majority
decision takerr on day one to strengthen the existirrg
liberal party. In fact he became tl're most enthusiastic
supporter of 'The Leader'who said that his party would
have meaniug only if it was able to acquire the Electiorr
Comurission's recognition as a national party. This
rrreant securing 67o of the votes polled in at least four
states. When asked if he would have difficr"rlty in getting
candidates he said none at all. In fact he would have
prclblem of choice as there would be so nrany aspirants.
But, he said, the real problenl was f,rr',jinj.' 'ttl"
Demolition Man' quickly rattled off tl're number of votes
polled recluired to get registraticlrr as a national party
arrcl egged ou 'The Leader' to go right ahead. More sober
voices which timidly suggested that it might be rviser
to first concentrate on the one state where the'Leader's'
party had some influetlce was ignored as being of no
cc)nsequel'lce. I was quick to grasp the 'Demolition
Man's' nrotivation for the sudderr sorrrersanlt and
rr'arrrecl "l'he Leader''. But he ptoolt poolrcd ury fears.

Thereafter it rvas brass tacks all the rvay-.
Ilecorrstituting the Natioual Executive, the setting up
of a Natiortal Headquarters at De'lhi, furrds to be raised
for the Party's election campaign and so ou. Ideological
issues, liberal values etc. took a back seat. 'The Liberal
Strategv for 2004 and beyond'was all but forgotten. The
anxiety rvas hort' t() ellsure that even a few candidtrtes
are elected to the Lok Sabha. 'The Leader' was authorised
kr tt.egtltiate rr'ith le.adcrs of other political parties. I-lavirrjl
railr<laded tlre r,vrlrkslrop.r inkr a 'self-destrtrct' nror-le tirt,
'f),,tft,tlilir,rr \4;trr'\\'-rc r\r,t<,',',1 .r,'..i'r 'r rl-. ''...'1. l. .,:

rrrrr at thr' Serrrirrar tlrat f ollrtn'ctl ttrr the
Itad accourl'r'lished his Ptr;pr1vsg. l-le hacl
ior the n'orkshop.

fotrrth clirl' 1 1.'

no frrrther ttse

Ir ra e rl o t tt I,' i t's t J a n t ut t'r, - Iv[ a rc h 2 0 0 I



Sadly, an excellerrt opportunity to strengthen the
liberal nlovenlent and to offer to the Indian people a

credible, principled alternative was lost. This is rvhat
India needs - llot yet another party whose primary
preoccupation is power.

'The Leader' has the right to do what he likes rvith
his party but to claim that his is a liberal party would
now be taken with a pinch of salt. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari
rvould often exhclrt party members that the purpose of
the Swatantra Party was not power any how but to
conrpel a change of policies in the right direction. He
said that power should chase us rather than the party
chasing power. In otl'rer words, nleans are as important
as the ends.

A Liberal party sets standards and not become a

caurp follower of one or another party or front.

Some time after tl're workshop, 'The Convenor'
rvrote to me, saying among other things that I should
as a follow up to tl're workshop talk about the revival
of tlre'spirit of Swatantra' in Freedorn First.l thought it
rvas a good idea. Given below is an example of the'spirit
of Srvatantra' as perceived by that doyen of liberalism
the late Minoo Masani.

The party system in India has turned into a farce.
Tlre clroice before the people is between tweedledum and
tuecdledee . This was the ideal time for a party wedded
to liberal principles to emerge. The Jar.ruary worksl.rop
could have helped accelerate this process. Irrstead it has
turned out to be a non-starter despite the very hard work
and dedication of 'The Converror'.

Freedom Firsf l'ras not lost hope. We shall keep
trying until the right kind of people get together and
decide its time to form a genuine liberal altemative.

SVR

' The full proceedirtgs of this seninar ore nout) auailable in booklet

form. Readers inlerested in a copv may plcnse zorite to tlte
Brsirress Manager, Frc'edom First, 3rd floor, Arnty anrl Nauy
Builtlittg, Mumbai 400001. Corrtributors: Mr. A. D. Moddie
(Good Goaerrnnce), Mr. l. K. Mukhopntlhyay (Ecotrortic
Perspecliue), Prot'essor Nagirrdas Sanglnoi Qolitical Perspectiae),

Professor. Sadnnrul Vartle (Social lustice ltnperatiucs) plus
extensiae cooernge of the discussiorrs. Printed price Rs.50. Rs.30
including postage for Freedom First readers payable by
Money order or Cheque payable otily itr Munbai.

2 ln fact when 'The Leacler' asked vertl pertinetrtly ltow many
round the table were prepared to put tlrcir lnttds itr their pockets,

seaeral hatuls were rnised and a t'aw lakhs utere promised on
the spot and later collected.

The Spirit of Swatantra ...

MASANI INDICTS ORISSA SWATANTRA PARTY
By A Staff Reporter

Mr. M. R. MASANI, former President and one of the founders of the Swatantra
Party, this afternoon castigated the Orissa leadership of the party for aligning

with Mr. Biju Patnaik in a toppling operation.

I NnUCunnrlNG the two-day session of the Sixth
I National Convention of the Swatantra Party at
Rajaji Nagar here, Mr. Masani regretted that the
SVD disease had now "infected our camp in

Orissa."

He asked his partymen "to think afresh and boldly
and, if necessary, jettison any dogmas and other
inellectual baggage that may weigh the party down
in order to play its role effectively against follies
and mistakes of the socialist establishment."

Mr. Masani said: "We shall have to be prepared
to show that we are more radical than the members
of the socialist establishment who cling to the dead
wood of Marxist dogma and mistake bureaucratic
Siai.e Capiiali>,,, i-, .-uidirstit."

Brushing aside "meaningless labels like right and
left," he asked the partymen to work well with all

those who had a genuine concern for poor and a
burning passion for social justice.

To the party critics who think that the party had
no future, Mr. Masani told them not to take a short-
term view. Public opinion is changeable and even
fickle. Stating that the party principles had a

future, he said the role of the party in future
was not to join hands with others in groupings
in an effort to get into office.

"What is our role? ls it whether by hook or
by crook to win the next elections? My own
answer is that for us to join in efforts such as
those recently started by Mr. Biju Patnaik is
counter-productive". The Swatantra Party would
ha'.': t: !::l'-'::: :t fe!s: cra;rc ar narrrro

The Weekly Mail, Madras, April 14, 1973

Freedont First January-March 2004



Tributes to a genuine Bharat Ratna on his Birth Centenary

Yusuf Meherally
Some Personal Reminiscences

Kisan Mehta

Meherally had exhorted tne "to Iit'c dangcrousll,'r ut',0
to keep hopes high and expectations low".

The first tin.re I met Yusuf
Meherally rvas irr the May of 1953

in the hospital compound of
Yeravada Cerrtral Prison. I was a 'C'
class prisilner and Meherally was arr
'.,\' class p.rrisoner. I rvas arrested
n'hile tlenronstrating in support of
a fast r.rndertaken by Candhiji who
rvas held in cclnfirrenrent at the Aga
I(han's palace in l)une, arrd
serrtenced tcl three nronths' hard
labour. Though we were political
f.risorters, bV 1,i11rt" of our being
e lassifiecl as 'C' class prisoners n'c
tvere pr-rt along rvith corrvicted
crinrinals. We wor,rld be takeu inside
the prrison barracks after a day's
I'rard work and locked up for the
night after a head coulrt. We lived
in a roonr adntetrsuring 8ft by 10f[.
rvith one toilet sei'rt to be sharecj
n,ith 5 to l() corrvicts. The foorl
rrrppli,,,l Io trs \r,,is terrilrle. lt rr'.rs
s() lrad tlrat \ve tht, politicll
'" i, 11.,'1-. , '..i .;r lllfr; .r l: r! 'l'r.

Pl.isott atrtltoritics \\,(le Llltnt()\'r'rl;
irnd, to t'rur uttcr clisgust, everr the 'A'
cl.rss irrisone rs an1()lig n'honr rr'crr'

such stalwarts Mr. Morarji Desai,
Mr. B. G. Kher, Mr. S. K. Patil, Mr.
Asoka Mehta and Mr. Yusuf
Meherally !!'ere ur.lnroved. The strike
collapsed c>n the fourtl'r day.

Disappointed by this total lack
clf concern by our 'A' class leaders
we decided to convey ollr
disapproirrtrtrerrt b1, n,riting to them.
The task of writing the letter fell orr
me. The letter rvas delivered to Mr.
Kher by an obligirrg warder. Mr.
Kher promptly conveyed his reply
rvhich was that it rvas Ganclhiji's
directive that the satyngrnlis should
follow prison rules rvhen in prison.
Kher tore the letter rvithout shorving
it to arry of his fellorv 'A' class
prisorrers. We, the'C' class
prisoners, took this rejection to nleal'l
that individuals who claimed to be
rxrr leaders rvere corrtent to errjoy the
better facilities they l'rad leaving the
rank and file to their fate.

Yusr,rf I\'leht'rally ca l1lL, to
knorv aftenvards that the letter from
tlre 'C' class prisoners \\'as
addressed to him too. He rvent to Mr.
I(her rl'ho informecl hinr on the
actiorr he had taken clf conveying
Gandhiji's directive to the letter
n,riter. Ile also told Meherally that
the lettcr n'as signetl Lr), r.lne I(isau.
That was enough frrr hinr to start
Itrr rrlirrr', for tlt;tt l(isrrrr rvlto ltatl
adc'lrt'sserl tlre letter to ltinr. Fle got
lr: .' l : l'l:.:.. ::....:..1' ll
t() llreL't rnc irr thc IrIiso|r lr0sPital ir

ferv c'lays latcr. It hilcl to Lrc the
lrospltill, as pli51rlters tvere ttoI

I"rrt tlotrt [iirsl,Jatt.uart -trlorclL 2()0.1

allort'ed to visit one another.
Meherally so managed things that I
rvas able to be in the hospital.

I still recall that meeting. On
entering the hospital compound I

spotted Meherally in the crowd and
proceeded tclrvards hinr. and before
I could fully introduce myself, he
caught me by my hand and pressed
me closely as if he was meeting a
long lost friend. The feelirrg of
rvarmtlr that Yusufbhai passed on
to me that n'rolrellt reverberated like
arr electric ctrrrent. He apologised
profusely for the lapse of the top
leaders to sllpport our demands and
additionally conveyed his feeling of
guilt as if he aklne n.as respouse for
this lapse. All my allger nrelted
away. Meherally became nly
Yusufbhai from that rnirrute on.
Visiting the hospital became alr
eagerly awaited rendezvcrus. In fact
I had known Yusufbhai from the
tinre I rvas possitrly ft'rurteelr. We had
participated in I)rnbltat ltharies,
processions and denronstratiorrs
since the tinre lve n,ere kids. We
served as errand boys for 'Deslr
Seailias' rvho were picketing in frctnt
of wine shops in Cavel Street now
called Kolbhat Lane. I have seetr

Ytrsubhai sob on seeirrg a troltttrteer
crushed down frlr haviug darecl to

stop ir trr.rck carrf itrg ftrreifln textiles.
we hacl seetr N4elteralllr's {'ttrtlnsics
( 1r,, r.',rs llr,'rr 'le r,lt,r'itf lhe t'ttttltTs/tls

'.rniorr) parading clerlandirrg
nrininrrrr-r'r service corrdititln.
l(a lb a ci e v i- ll h r.r lcs h rr'a r- I-l a tr lt tlra tr

5

(23.9.1903 - 2.7.1950)



Tributes to a genuine Bharat Ratna on his Birth Centenary

Galli were Meherally's arena for
fighting social oppression, injustice
and inequality as well as for
vanquishing the orthodox within the
Congress. Meherally had exhorted me
"to live dangerously" and to keep
hopes high expectations low" while
signing my autograph book. For me
the meeting in Yeravada prison in
my eighteenth year was his
discovering me.

Yusufbhai's daily routine in
Yeravada prison as an outpatient
was to reach out to each and every
ailing inpatient, to utter soothing
words and give sometimes a quarter
of a soap cake, a pinch of tooth
powder and, if available, a book. It
was exhilarating to watch him face
the patients, not always friendly,
and see them cooling down in the
waves of love that Yusufbl'rai

directed at all who met him.

The time spent in the prison
hospital was a godsend as it
provided me the opportunity to
observe very closely a highly
sensitive soul. But this rare privilege
of being with Yusufbhai couldn't last
for ever. I was a convict with a set
sentence and l're was a detenu with
an unspecified period of detention
and we never knew as to when and
in what circumstances we would
meet again. He told me one day
"Kisan, you will be free soon and I
will not be seeing you as frequently
as we do now. You should write
letters to ne but your letters signed
as Kisan will never reach me. I can
receive letters from my relations
hence you should sign as Kasam iu
your letters. I will also address you
as Kasam". I realized instantly that

The True Satyagrahi
The train steamed into Byculla Station. Ahmed and his family came running

to us, because they knew they would not get much time before Yusufbhai is
rushed out to the Arthur Road Prison. However, it so happened that nobody
from the Arthur Road Prison showed up and the Yeravada escorts would
not escort him beyond the Railway Station limits. After all their authority to
look after the prisoner ended at the station. We waited in vain for the local
prison guards to show up and take charge of the prisoner who was the
popular Mayor of Bombay only the previous year.

Yusufbhai asked me to go to the Arthur Road Prison to fetch its security
guards. After depositing the Yusufbhai entourage in the lrani Restaurant -
Regal Stores and Restaurant and Bakery - outside the station, I proceeded
to the prison. The officer at the prison desk refused to listen to me and to
depute anybody to the Byculla Station as he had no orders to that effect.
The question was as to where and how to pass the night which would assure
the Yeravada guards that the prisoner would not vanish while providing to
Yusufbhai the badly required rest before he enters Bombay's notorious
landmark, the Arthur Road Prison.

We suggested that the guards and Yusufbhai could be taken to Yusufbhai's
residence and handed over to the Arthur Road Prison authorities the next
day. The Yeravada guards knew Meherally well enough to trust him and we
reached Yusufbhai's house past midnight. The guards shared Yusulbhai's
room for the night! Next morning fresh pleas were made to the Arthur Road
Prison officers to take charge of the special prisoner who did not want lo do
anything that would affect the career of the escorting Yeravada guards.
Yusufbhai was brought to Byculla Station the next day at the expected arrival
time of a Poona train when the handing over and taking over ceremonies
tr.,lok placc and lvith this, tl-ic nrcs: it.i thc entire episcde 

";a: 
bui'ied without

the higher authorities getting any inkling of the lapses.
Kisan Mehta

there was absolutely no difference
between Kisan and Kasam or
between a Hindu and a Muslim. Both
were human beings capable equally
of showering love on other living
beings. It was Yusufbhai who
implanted this capability of
developing love into me and many
others who came to know him.

One day a post card from
Yusufbhai informed me that he was
being brought to Bombay for nledical
treatment. He asked me to get into
his second class compartnent at
Dadar and to be with him upto
Byculla railway station where the
prison guards would detrain him for
handing over to the Artllur Road
Central prison guards. I located him
at Dadar encircled by prison guards.
However I was shocked to see him
totally broken in healtl'r. He could
not stand up or move without
support.

I knew from the time of our
Yeravada meetings that Yusufbhai
was keeping indifferent health
however I was not prepared for a

total collapse in the intervenirrg
period. He informed me that the
government had decided to transfer
him to Bombay as Poona did not
have proper facilities for treating his
ailment. Before I could respond he
said that his younp;er brother Ahmed
was to meet us at tsyctrlla station
however no hint on the seriousuess
of his ailment should be given to
him. "Tell Ahmed that I anl suffering
fronl backache or some sort of
sciatica" he instructed me. Much
against my conscience I llelped him
to maintain this unreal fagade only
to support Yusufbhai in his plan of
not wishing to hurt his faniily
metubers.

I-lis eotr,'litirrrr trrrrL a tttrtr for

the rvorse and he n'as rushed to
Bombay's municipal hospital the

Freedorn First January-March 2004



Tributes to a genuine Bharat Ratna on his Birth Centenary

I(EM Hospital. Everr in his deliriunr
rve could hear hinr describing the
beauty of the snorv clad peaks of the
IJiuralavas sustainiug the sub-
continent; the grarrdeur of the
thousand year old temples arrd
nr()sques; the st'renitl' of the rivers
that nurtured the life aud majesty of
the seas that rvashed tl're couutry's
shores for millions of years. The
nrasterpieces of Ajanta aud Ellora,
l3elur arrd Halebid, Barhat arrd Bagh
n'ere being described in a runnirrg
ct'rttruretttarl' as if the beholder lr'as
vierving the exhibits alorrg with the
listeners.

As part of the freedom
struggle I conceived the idea of an
Indian National Exhibition to depict
the exploitation by an aliet'r ruler of
different aspects of htdiarr life. The
office of the Indian National
Congress had just been reopened at
Jinnah Hall. S. K. Patilasked rue to
present the exhibition comprising 23

sectiorrs including the political
trprising of the Indian people
begirrning vvith the .l 857 n'ar of
iudeperrdence. Everything was
progressinl; very smoothly when

things charrged all of a sudden.
Patil, durirrg a visit to the Exhibition
office fourrd posters depicting
Jayaprakash Narayan and Achyut
Patrvardharr arrd with this his
interest iu tl're exhibition varrished
because they lvere socialists. Mv
explanation to him that these leaders
had beerr included because of their
role in the Quit India movemerrt
which had irrspired thousands of
youngsters did not impress him. He
marraged to have the exhitrition
deferred indefinitely.

From his sick bed Yusufbhai
heard of this and got together a few
friends who contributed funds to
hold the exl'ribition elsewhere. He
persuaded l{aja Rao and Dixit n'ho
owrred the Chetarra Restaurarrt to
host the exhibition. Chetaua
Ilestaurant had by then become a

haunt for progressive thinkers and
writers. It rvas a place wl'rere
jayaprakash Narayan, Achyut
Patwardhan and other socialists met
whenever they rvere irr Bonlbay. The
exhibitiou was inaugurated by
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay. She
opened a packet gifted by Yusufbhai

and it rvas a catalogue of the
exhibition - a four page publication
carrying the Konarak wheel, an
irrtroduction by Yusufbhai and a list
of pictorial being exhibited. He
explairred the genesis of the
exlrilrition and errded by saying that
that the exhibition was the creation
of a young college student Kisan
Mehta who felt during his stay irr
the Yeravada Central Prison that the
glorious history if India's struggle for
freedom rreeded to be presented tit
the people in the correct perspective.
And all this he did from his sick bed.
I had r-ro inkling that he was
preparing such a catalogue.
Ncxvhere in the catalogue was there
arry refererrce to Yusufbhai's orvn
role irr ensuritrg that the exhibition
rvas held. This was typical of his
habit of extollirrg his friends while
keeping himself in the background.

This was the man tl'rat we lost
on that sad day in 1950 when he
breathed his last!

MR. KISAN MEHTA, former Municipal
Corporator and founder of the Save
Bombay Comrnittee.

Yusuf Meherally

Lord Bymrr said that he got
up one mclmirrg and fclund himself
flreat. Though Melterallv is too
nroclest to put lttrth any such claim,
hr.r tcro r.rvernight sht'rt irrto pronri-
nencc. One sirrgle da1,, February tl,
192ti, put him on the pinrracle of
popularitv; his rrar.rre \vas olt the lips

Freedom Fighter Par Excellence
G. S. Bhargava

finnah was very angry that disregarding his advice, Meherally, participated in
politics. "Young man, your life is ruined", shouted finnah at him. "No, Mr. Jinnah a

life is not so easily ruined". Yusuf retorted with his characteristic optimism.

of everybody; his reputatiorr reached
the four corners of the country. Not
tltat there was spade work before it
but, as in the case of l3ynrn's lyrical
genitrs, tlre recogniti<rn r,r'as so
stttlcien and ctlnrplete.

On that day, he had rrot only
clared to shor,rt "go back, Sinron!" (a

Freedom First Januar-v-March 2004

slogarr of his own creation, which
echoed in every nook and corner of
India) to the face of the all-mighty,
IJritish plenipotentiary, but had also
defied the injuctiorrs of his political
superiors who counselled ilracti<>tr.

His impetuoLlslless and dare-devilry,
the extrenre originality of his ideas,
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struck even Gandhiji, rvho
complimented him. Irr a primitive
world, he rvould have become a
legend, an Ajax defying the lighhring
of despoLisnr. i)oets wor,rld have made
of his heroics songs for a uation. The
tale of his perils and patriotisnr
rvould have been the ntodel to inspire
and inform cl'rildren.

Born in late 1903, Meherally
was only twenty-four at the time of
the Simon Commission's visit. His
fatl'rer, Jaffer Meherally, was a

prosperous businessman and the
children were brought up in tl're

typical, aristocratic way. Fifty years
.earlier, his great grandfather, built
India's first textile mill in Bombay
and laid the fourrdation storre for the
country's light industry. The
transitiorr from feudal to capitalist
econonly rvas fairly seq factories arrd

:t.:,1::*"ru 
multiplying in the urban

Their fanily was traditionally
pro-British and all the upper class
prejudices rvere harrded down from
generatiorr to generation, as a part
of aucestral bequest. When Yusuf
lvcnt to jail irr 1930, several of his
elders said it was a disgrace to the
fanrily that one of its men'rbers was
a "law-breaker".

The first nine years of his life
\vere spent in Calcr"rttir, then the

stornr-cerltre of Vande Matarnm and
arrti-Bengal-partitiorr agitations. Bnt
orrly after Gandhiji arrived orr the
Indian political sceue and took the
country spell-bound, did he enter
active politics. At the age of ten,
Yusuf returned to Bombay, his birth
place. He then joined the St. Xavier's
High School. While still in the high
school, he studied the revolutionary
morremeuts of the different countries
and lvas impressed by the role youth
lrad played ir tl'rem. He read Mazzini
arrd Garibaldi arrd closely followed
the Russiau and Chinese (Sun-Yat-

sen's) revolutions. The successful
boycott of the Mihrer Mission in
Egypt and the birth and grorvth of
the Sinn Fein Movement in Ireland,
interested him deep'rly.

In Gandhiji's Non-Coope-
ration Movement, he fouud a parallel
to these liberation struggles, but its
abrupt and inconclusive end on
grounds of alleged excesses at
Clrauri Chaura, dismayed andpuzz-
led him. He shared tl're depression
which set irr among the youth after
the calling-clff of the urovemeut. Ile
thought tlrat if a group of young
people, intellectually well-equipped
and properly trained, dedicated
themselves to the cause of the
country, the revolution could be led
to a successful conclusion. This idea
founcl Irr-rition irt the Bonrbay

Provincial Youth League which was
inaugurated in February 1928.

The Youth Conference opened
a new era irr the country's political
history; for the first time, youth rvas
carralised for national action. Abont
1700 delegates from all over the pro-
vilrce attended the couference, whicl-r
rvas presided over by K. F. Narinran.
Meherally was the moving spirit
behind the organisatiou.

The most important decisiorr
of the conference was to organise arr

effective boycott of the Simon
Commission and a detailed, though
ambitious, programnle was chalked
out for the same. Though this deci-
siorr was in consonance with the
prirrciple of the Corrgress decision,
yet in the matter of procedure, it
n'ent a long way ahead. And here
lay the rub.

The Congress, the Muslim
League, the Hindu Mahasabha and
the Liberal Party were all united on
the principle of boycott of the Com-
mission. At that time, Mrs. Sarolini
Naidu n'as the President of the
Bombay Congress, Jirrnah the Pre-
sident of the League, Jayakar was in
charge of the Mahasabha and
Setalvad was guiding the destinies
of the Liberals. These lnminaries met
and formed a joint committee to
conduct the bovcott, rvhich, acc()r-
ding to then"r, should merely mean
a public meeting where speeches
rvould be delivered arrd resolutions
passed. To the Youth Leagr-re, with
Meherally at its helm, this seemed
the most ineffectual way of boycott.
The Covernnlerlt, with their syco-
pharrts, had planned receptiorrs to
Sinxrn arrd his c<llleagtres, and such
irractiorr orr tlre P1rI of tlte Prrbli,-
r,r,oulcJ lencl t:olortr trr the *lot-r-tP
.1..,....

Febrttarv 3, 1L)2t1, clalrvlred a

tl et'isive da1, i,t tlre lristor)'ol

A True Gandhian
After lndia was freed Yusuf was less bitter about the Britishers and

appreciated their sense of justice.

Bertram Wolfe teased Meherally about the 'British Sense of Justice' which
had kept him so long in jail. Yusuf answered in deep earnest: "Even while
they oppressed us, they were uncomfortable about it. A hunger strike in a
British Jail could get me the Bible and your book to read. ln Hitler's or Stalin's
jails it would have gotten me before a firing squad. Gandhi's whole code of
non-vrolent resistance to the evil of foreign rule was predicated on the
unspokerr assurnption that the English had a better nature to which we could
uppv..ti r tirtll irr gL..luu.

Cited in Yusuf Melterally: Quest for New Horizons, p.104,
by Madhu Dandavate

8 I,'rceclotrt I,'irst Jartuot'v-Marclt 2004
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Bonrbay. The Youth Leaguers
plarlred an ambitious expeditiorr on

boats to meet the Commission orr the
sea itself, but it leaked out and the

police took precautions to scotch it.
1'lrey also rvanted a Inrtnl in the city
brrt rvithotrt Congress sanction it
u,cluld not materialise. But un-
claunted, a band of 400 resolute
yoLlng nren led by Yusuf, formed ilrk'r

a prrocession and nrarched to the
harbour, before day-break. It rvas
another Charge of the t,ight Brigade
except for the fact that the conr-
r.rrander as rvell as the followers
cousciously believed in rvhat they
n'ere doing. There, they staged olre
of the luost heroic and res<llnte
demonstratiorrs the country had ever
lvitnessed. They n'ere thrice lathi-
charged but did not budge an inch.
N,leherally hinrself was cruelly
manhandled by arr over-zealous
police sergeant. None of the Cong-
ress leaders, n,ho later claimed
kudos arrd voters for the incident,
cared to attend it. The rrews of the
denronstratiorr and the lathi-charge,
exaggerated as usual, sprrearl like
rvild fire and shops and
establishments observed spon-
taneoLrs hartal. The bulk of the
students were rvith the Youth
League arrd so naturally abstained
form classes. Tl'rus, a good part of
the Yottth [.etrgtre's lr111rg11f f P11r-
gri1l11nle ciune ttr be inrplenrentecl in
spite of the norr-association of tlre
Cougress rvith it.

Ivleherally was the henr of the
day. The follorving inciderrt speaks
of the popular esteem he had rvon
that nrorrring. After the lathi-charge,
Yttsuf tvAs returning honre, lris
trrtrisetl, banclaged hand iu a sling
tt ltt'tr lrrr \\'.ls .lee()stctl on Ilrt' rr'.r,\'

b\' .r ytrr.rtlrfrrl P.rsscr-lr\,. "lVeri] \'()u
rrLnr llr Iiru rrrotturts s i.rtnr-trr.ugr:
he askerl. "\'es", \'usr"rt replicd. "Our
leacler, ir,lelrerallv, rvas also ['tadlv

injured. He is in the hospital", the
stranger irrfrlrmed Yusuf. Sup-
pressilg his laughter, Yusuf retorted:
"That is all exaggeration, he was not
so much hurt." The nrarr got angry
arrd cursed the apostasy of Yusuf.
l.ater, in the evening's public
meeting, rvhen he rvas revealed as

Meherally himself, the confourrded
stranger canle to l'rir.rr alrd
apologised.

That year, Yusuf lost his
father arrd as the eldest of the four
childrerr, he had to take up the family
responsibility. I{is father originally
rvarrted him to be a barrister and
arranged rvith Mr. Jinnah to take l'rim
as his apprentice. Br,rt Yusuf's ambi-
tion was from the beginning to be a
full-time political worker. Tl're
sudderr death of his father created
difficulties. As the head of the family
he l'rad to start earrring to maintain
the old fanrily standards. But he did
not want to give up politics, espe-
cially at that tinre and so brought
about a revolutiorrary charrge in the
domestic starrdards so that they
coulc-l live rvithirr their ureans.

Fle had by that time qualified
himself for the Bar. Ilelations and
friends like Narinran were pressing

lrirrr to apply for the advt>cate's snnd.
He was reluctarrt but at last gave in.
Here agairr, his arrti-Simon denron-
stratiou came in the way. At the
instance of Nariman, Yusuf laun-
ched prosecutic>u against the police
sergeant lvho assaulted hinr on
February 3,7928. The case lasted
rrirre months arrd the lou'er court
fined the sergeant. Orr appeal, the
High Court quashed the conviction
and acquitted him. But, because he
launched proceedings against a

police officer, Yusuf rvas refused
enrolment as an advocate. His is the
only case in the whole of India, n4rere

a qualified lawyer rvas refused snnnd

by the I{igh Court for political
reasolls.

When acquainted of tl'ris,

Jinnah was verv anfiry that dis-
regarding his advice, Meherally,
participated in politics. "Yourrg man,
your life is ruirred", shouted Jirrnah
at him. "No, Mr. Jinnah a life is not
so easily ruined". Yusuf retorted
with his characteristic optimism. He
actually welconred the refusal
Lrecause it sr,rpplied hinr rvith tirt
excuse fclr full-tinre political u'ork.
Tl're histclry of the two subsequeut
decades has vindicated Meherallyl

A Short but Full Life
Yusuf died a young man of forty-seven, very live and very much rreeded.

It was a police lathi which had caused injury to Yusuf's heart, from which he
was never really to recover. ln 1943, when he was released from prison,
the doctors had given him up. His friends rushed to try and save him, and
for days he lay hovering between life and death under an oxygen mask.
Gradually, he recovered, but only enough to continue to exist. Though bubbling
with energy and a desire to do things, he had to spent the next seven years
mostly in bed. Even from there he continued to function and take a hand in
the running of the Socialist Party.

Yusuf never married. He lived with his brother and his family. But he never
lacked friends, and was loved for his warmth and his charm. One hardly
ever found arlyone saying anything urrfriendly about hirn VJedded to politics,
Yusuf's real love was books, pa(icularly on hislory and art. Though his life
.,r^ -hnrt M.-l irr l1rr.r 

),^^'^. 
h-,,,.r -,r,,.^, lt^ -^h;^.,^.4,rn.^ ll'rrn . nnrnr2l

man vrould durir.rg a full span of three score years and ten

Minoo Masani in "Against the Tide"

Fn.etlotrt l"it'st,JutLttctt'v-trIurch 200-l
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After all, there is an aspect of life
rvhich Mr. Jinnah and his like cauuot
appreciate.

During the 1930 Civil
Disobedience Movement, when
processions and public meetings
were disallowed, as today, these
volurrteers did marvellous work iIr
keepirrg up the morale of the people.
Durirrg the Salt Satyagraha, Yusuf
and his associates gave a terrible
fight to the bureaucracy. The local
Congress higher-ups courted impri-
sonnlent and rvent to jail. The whole
nrovenrent was rLln by hin'r. He also
saw Gandhiji twice during the Dandi
March and got his sanction for his
plarr of work. At that time, he
published in his Vnrrguord, which
was suppressed just after that, an
iutervierv with Gandhiji wltich
proved urrique.

He was first arrested in 1930

and serrtenced to four months'
imprisonment. Again in 1932, he
was charged with conspiracy and
sentenced to two years. It was thelt,
insic-ie the 'C' class of Nasik prisolr,
that he established close contacts
with his Socialist colleagues. He is
one of the founder-members of the
Corrgress Socialist Party.

He was again arrested iu
corrnection rvith the Individtral
Satyagraha iu 1940, and \vas
released the next year.That year, he

presided over the All India Str.rderrts'

Corrfererrce at Patna. Later, during
a toLlr of l)unjab, he was again
arrrested orr a charge of having
defied a prohibitory order. In this
corrrrection, he rvas in Lahore jail for
rrearly a year rvhere he rvrote I'ris

satirical rrrasterpiece My Trip to
Pnkistntr. l'olitics and personalities
oI I'un jal.r tverc c]calt n,ith in suc-lr

gleat rletail that everr lotrq residetrts
rrf the prlovince had sourethirrg to
leanr fronr it.

10

While still in Lahore jail, he
was elected the Mayor of Bombay.
His mayoralty again rvas ttuique uot
for got-up receptions and publicity
stuuts but for real constructive rvork
arrd civic service. He was at that time
the General Secretarl' of the
Congress Socialist Party aud
accepted the mayoral office, only orr

the express condition that he would
be allowed to devote himself to Party
work as usual. He created a l'rew
precedent by persorrally attending to

citizen's complaints on civic matters;
he initiated the system of quick
despatch of files and put down
official slackness with an iron hand.
On the question of A.R.P. finances
he literally made history. His
predecessor in office, with the
support of the majority Congress
party, sanctioned 24 lakhs of
Municipal money towards the
Governmerrt A.R.l). schenre. But
Meherally, as Mayor, refused to pay
even a pie. He met the Goveruor in
this connection and frankly told him
that the people had no faith in the

Governureut and that they lvere
afraid the tsritish rvould rt'ithdrarv
from h'rdia also, as they did from
Bumra and Malaya. So, he argued,
the defence or6;anisation of the
people should be irr the harrds of
those who would remain ol1 the scene

n'hoever nright c()ure. This led to the

organisation of the People's Volun-
teer Brigade. Bonrbay is the orrly city
in India rvhere the Municipality was
allowed to run the A.l{.P.

Just before August 8, "1942,

Meherally conducted a C.S.P. camp
at Pt.lona, r,vhere rvas discussed a

conrprehensive plan of revolt. But,
sonreltotr', tlte police got the 11'l11rle

infornration in advancecl atrd
rrrleckt',l tlre trla n On August c.)

1942, he rvas arrestetl anrl detairrerl.
It n'as cltrring this periocl, that he grlt
the heirrt attack, rvhich finalll'
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clainted his life. The authorities
offered to give special facilities for
treatment at St. George Hospital, but
he demalrded that two other ailing
colleagues of his should also get the
same facilities. They refused and he
rernained in prison. In 1943, when
he was released, he was already
collapsing and the doctors gave up
all hope. For severr days, he was
lying unconscious irr tl're general
ward of the J. J. Hospital, this darling
of Bombay's thousands. In 1947, he
left for America for treatment and
returned in November 7948,
considerably improved.

Amorrg his publications, the
two volumes of " Leaders of Indin"
(biographical sketches of national
leaders) have run into six editions.
As a biographer, he is uusurpassed.
Study of personalities and their
iurpact on history has conre to hinr
naturally.

Tltis uas zuritten in Noaenrber, 1949.

Secularism : A MoralQuestion

A Muslim may claim that Quran is
the only perfect revelation from God and
that everyone should know that. A
Hindu has a right to say that Hinduism
is the greatest religion in the world, a

Christian may say that Christ's perfect
sacrifice on the cross is required for
salvation of any human. None of these
assertions, by themselves, make
anyone non-secular or communal. That
is their assessment of what constitutes
truth.

What makes a person or a Political
party non-secular or communal is the
belief that other religions should not be
allowed to be freely proclaimed, in order
to preserve their own malority religion.
The examples of such a non-secular
view are seen in some lslamic nations
and some political parties in lndia
wanting a Hindu Rastra (Hirrdutva) The
question of secularisnt is not just a
| ^t:t'^^r n ^{.rr-.^^n it '- ^ ^"^..! ^, '^cti^'1

VijaYa Kumar
m_vij ayakunrar@Ya hoo.com



India's First 2lst Century General Elections
- A Turning Point?

A. D. Moddie

The 2004 elections may well be lndia's Turning Point for the new
century, but continuing to be haunted by the triple ghosts of mounting

population, the cancer of ubiquitous 'sauda' and increasing
ungovernability, with even the CBI now asking for security!

After half a century of (a) the
Patelian state irr the initial
integration of moderrr India; (b) in
the next decade of the hopeful
Nehruvian state; (c) in the later
meltdown of multiple political
parties; 600 niillion Indians are not{'
facing hard choices as split
personalities, in the first general
electiorr of the 21st century. The
historic Patelian statc - now taken
for grarrted - was the nraking of
nroc-lern India, after the Partition of
British l nrperia I I ud ia. Th e
Nehruvian state began as the great
white hope of the Third World, aud
ended as a failed State, rvitlr
ec<'lnomic collaprse in 1991. Its
outstanding achievenrents rvere a

litreral constitution and nniversal
franchise of the largest derrrocracy in
the rvorld, a large industrial base
crippled by 'sirknri' socialisnr, and
the Creen Revolution. Its nrost
cclrrspicuous characteristic, a

plartrrc'd ec()n(rr1'l\/ t'ndt'cl in tht'
crrllirpsc oi that ec()l'r()llrl, in 199 l,
rvitlt tto ltt()lle\/ irt tIe treasur)'a1d
hear'\' Indian aud foreign
indebteduess, conrpelling the sale of
the family's gold. Then folkrwed a

clecade of the s1'rrouting of
Lrrllllana geatrle p<rlitical parties and
an unIl()\/el'nalrIe'snrtdn' carrct'retl
state, ber'l evilled try the Jirrrata
ttttc-l ergrou'th oi 111-rpr111[11 11 i5l
politie iarrs u'ithotrt stable parties.

Norr, lntiia q()cs t() its first
st,nertrl election in thc 21st cerrtur\,,
rvith nrrrrc than Iralf its p1rpr11l;1 1ii111

under 30; rvith coalition politics as

a conrpulsiou arrd no single natioual
party as Nehru's Congress; with the
prospect i'rf a 'shirre' after the
collapse of 1991; rvith ne$' geo-
politics in Asia and the lvorld, with
rvars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
terrorisnr, and insurrectious all
around and rvithin. And a llenf
appetite for the Constrnter Society.
The public has forsakerr Nehruvian
socialisnr trnd Gaudhian asceticism,
but politicians of all hues still n'ant
their featherbeds <lf p'ron'er arrd
patronage at the cost of the tax-
payer, the bribe-extorted citizen, and
tlre hrrrrest off icial. 'Cnribi' is a

secondarv thenre. The main chorus
is f<rr 'lrril,nrtrt, pnrti, lrrTli', and jolrs.

I)crlpls Bverl'r1'11".", oi all classes aud
castes rrorr' rt'arlt a better life, a place
in the sun of consllnrer nrarkets,
schools and hospitals. In short, a

better life at all levels of irrcoure, a

nrore intense battle for bigger slices
of tlte cirke.

To get these, the sirttple
cluestiorr rrorv is, for rvhich party and
leaders clrl rve vote? We are norv a

maturer democracy, not taken in by
election pronrises rlr charisnra.
Janrnru and Kashmir set tl're example
by r,otirrg for nrrrderation ancl peace

aud better livelihoocl; ntlt guus and
jehaclic violetrce. Tht' r'rlters sur\/*,y
the political horizorr, arrd firrd lrard
,'ltrri,'r,s rtl- ;tll I jrr,l,, ,.! t. l;::'.tl

Pitrtir's ill (lif[ercltt st.rqtrs trf rnirtulitl',
i nr nrr tr I ri tr,, a rrrl sh,.,er trPprrtrtu n isnr.

Atrout a tliir.l oi the legislative

lirt.ttlotrt I,'irst,lattuct t'y-ltlarclt 2004

members of these parties l'rave
unseemly, nnsocial records. Yet
parties promote criminal melr, and
can't find errough good wonrerr,
especially in the feudal corv belt.
The voter himself is a split
persorrality, a caste/ethnic man, a

materialist aspirer, subject to
cinematic charisnra.

So what is the nature of tl're

nrajor political parties before the hard
choices of 600 million schizophrenic
voters irr April 2004?

Tl're nrost corrspicuous, under
the most acceptable PM, is the tsJP,

rvith its NDA caravan of over 2()

parties. Although coalititlns are
usually in a flux iu pre-election
times, the BJP has established a

record of being the first major partt'
to offer India a stable coalitiou
managenrent for orre ternr; no snrall
achievement in lndian political
volatilitt' to uratch Senscx volatilitr,.
It has risen from the frenzy t>f

Ayoclhya a ciecade ago, to the
maturity of a calrrr settlement either
iu or out of the court. It has risen fron'r

commurtal revivalisnr tr> a serrse of
tl're natiorral interest in a wide range
of foreigr, deferrce, infrastrucfure and
econontic policies; evert though it
can [re faultetl irt rttartv ecotttrt]tic
se('l()rs, e.il. ci.,'il '','iirtioll,
telecorn nru n ica t itrrrs, tleregtt lir tiiln of
...r. L... . : t

i' r' r'''r'-r.'
Itas risctt frottt sctttitrtental sa'rtr/cs/rl

to a reirl-1'rolitik irr intcrltatiorlal
relatiorrs, prolitical allrl ec()ll()11'lic. lt
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is throwing .,p a Urignt second liI're
succession. The "feel good" temper

- a lucky coincidence of factors -
has compelled it to rush to the polls

1'rreuraturell'. And Atal Bihari
Va jpa yee ha s outgrorv tl the
acctrsatiorr of the'Muksf '; though the

BJP still trails clouds of a ct>ururttttal

fascist Shiv Sena, and siurilar
aggressive elenretrts irr the VHP and
Bajrang Dal, its violent rear guards.
The transition of the BJP from Hirrdu
politics to rrational politics,
especially if it wins 250 or more seats

in the Lok Sabha, will be a crucial
test of its maturity process. Only tin're

n'ill tell. Porver is headier than
alcohol.

And what of the aging aurrt
rvith political rheumatism, the
Cougress? It seems to have conre
from lndira's hard 'real politik' to
nrultiple illusion politics. lt
continues its splitting tendencies
witl'r tl're TNC, NCP, and now in
Karunakararlitis. It has belatedly
recognised the inevitability of
coalitiou politics in a couutry where
no party commands a majority. Till
recerrtly, it suffered from the illusion
of going it alone, and of still boasting
a 'l-ligh Commarrd'. In its orvn
rurind, the dynastic asset seems to be
its only vote-getting and cohesive
asset, a fading crowll, which this
election will put to its final test irr a

post-Nehru area. Who knows how
far that too has arr illusionarV as1'rgc1.

i\s;r resr.rlt, it seeurs not trl have either
a str()lrg political frontlirre, or a gtxrd
trext gerleration succession. As a

rurotor it is lorv on horse porver, high
orr hopes fading with time. There are
clever courtiers who lack the pou'er
to win constituencies. Its leader
attracts synrpathy after trvo ghastly,
farnily assassiuatir.lns, rather than
,:orrficlencc irr cither tlrc political
rnanagrttent of the cotrntr\,, or its gtxxl
'.'-(rvPl'll'lllr'r' \ rr'l it lr " "r" I l

s.-r'ulur crerlerrtirrls lfte r Nelrru. \'ott'..s

l'or the Corrgress - a L.ig rluestion
ntrrrk oi this t'lection - is Iikclv to lre

either an anti-BJI'/Parivar vote, or a

sympatl'ry vote. Not a vote of
confidence in gocld governarrce and
power ulanagnlent irr a country fast
approachirrg ungoveruabilitl, o1't .
sub-continental scale.

What is left of the Left legacy,

anci its political chances? Its
ideologv has beerr overtakett b1, 11't"

passing of the USSII, arrd the
mclderation of Mao's Chirra. Its
economics is a dated dodo, u'ith
Weqt Bengal being an example of its
econonric dodoisnr, despite larrd
reforms. West Bengal is a failed state
in the last thirty vears, living up tt'r

its slogan " Clnlbe rrn" (This rvill not
do). Its work ethic and its euterprise
have been destroyed. The Left has

even col'l'lpromised its secularism
rvith alliances rvith the Muslint
League in Kerala. [t keeps some
recognition contitruing by being a

Jack-irr-tlre-box of a mythical secular
mix of ineffective Janata-deceased
and other parties. And there is uo

such box nolr'. Although,
collectively, the Left has been
stronger than any single regional
party, the electiotr of 2004 nray
indicate its strerrgth and role iu the
21st centurl, coutext. It may be its
Waterloo.

Then there are the regional
parties, consequential at the polls as

power cerlters for regional, caste,
ethnic lo1'111i"t and in ur.ln)' cases

psycltic disctttrtetrts against the
Centre's neglect, oblivious <lf their
own nrisgoverrlance. The cases clf

Lakro-larrd arrd Mayarva ti-land are

grxrd examples of the latter. The TDP,
Sanrajwadi and Shiv Sena parties are
the strurngest and stablest in this
category. Tanriluaciu's Dravidian
trad itiorr has splite rvith t)M K,
AIADMI<,rrrtl olher lt4K's Tlrr' Akali
Dal lrirs a lorrrl crrrrrrnttrtal traclitiort

: !tri..ii.,. f/!r. rlL., rri

tlrc Nort.h Il.rst. r\ll tlrese legir.rnal
n,rrtie'sltrrvc strotrg irrclivicltral
It,.r.lerslrips, rr'itlr precariorts

Iiratrlr>nt I"i rsl,lttr tttr-L'-IIqrc:lt 200']

succession problems. These parties
reflect (a) strong caste,/ethnic
loyalties, and (b) oppqrtulisrl to
share power at the Centre. To that
exteltt, they serve as coalition
bridges betrveen states and Centre to
strengthen tl're Indian polity as a
lvhole.

So India's 600 million voters
will have the perplexing problem of
choosing betrveen past performance,
future credibility and durability;
togetl'rer with local caste, ethnic
loyalties. It refelcts the spectrum of
a politically schizophrenic
electorate; torrr between cot'tttttunal,
caste, linguistic instincts, on one
side, and the desire for a modern
world of markets, goods and
services, on the other. A huge
potential engine driven by drivers
with foot on brakes, nrore than
accelerators, as with speed breakers
and traffic lights on Indian streets.

The 2004 electious nray well
be ludia's Turning Point for the new
century, but continuing to be
haunted by the triple ghosts of
mounting population, the cancer of
ubiquitous'snuda' and increasirtg
ungovemability, with even the CBI
now asking for security!

MR. A. D. MODDIE was a member o{
the first batch of the IAS 1947-481; a

representative of Industry to
governments. Author of the well-known
book'The Brahnranical Cttlttlre aud
I\'lodernity', until recently Chairuran of
the Central Hirnalayan Eco-developnrent
Group,

The President's Vote

Can lndia's President vote
and register his political affliation,
albeit secret? ls he not in his
august office above Parties and
Politics?

Was Mr. NaraYanan right in

liolrlino lhic rl'thi^rrc rlln"r

What do readers think?

N. Dharmeshwaran
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An Open Letter to Sharad foshi
Your New Friends Oppose the Swatantra Dream

Manuwant Choudhary

to start a peoples' movement for liberalisation. Thanks
to Mr. S. V. Raju's efforts...the Indian Liberal Group is
very much a reality. What I would like to share witl-r
you is this. I met and interviewed Masani many times
and every time I put this question to him whether India
can ever have a Swatantra Party again, he told me
Indians deserve better so what the party stood for must
happen. Maybe, the people will be different, the party'
narre may not be there and even the flag and symbols
could change. New faces, a new party to give India the
direction she needed. And everytime I asked Mr. Masani
whom he thought could do it he always said the Indian
farmers can do it. Sharad Joshi can do it. So I supported
you. I admired your guts to field 200 candidates in
Maharashtra even when the Election Commission did
not give you a symbol. I admired you when only two
Shetkari Sanghatana members won but they sat in the
opposition for a full five year term instead of being lured
by the BJP-Shiv Sena government.

So when I saw you last week succumbing to the
BJP gameplan for your own short-term interests it
saddened me. It saddened me for India.

Although l know India is too great a country but
she has suffered tremendously. At a time when she
needs men and women who care for her and at a time
when she needs leadership the most, you have chosen
to join a conmunal alliance. An alliance responsible
for the communal riots in Gujarat and the Ram temple
rrovenrent.

What you forgot is that you are not just a Shetkari
Sanghatana leader but you also chose to be the torcll
bearer of India's greatest party - Swatantra. Tlrere is
just one test to know whether you made tl're right or
wrong decision. Find a quiet place and ask yourself
whether the great Swatantra leaders would have joined

the NDA as it is today? Mr. Joshi, Don't Spoil The Party,
Swatantra Still Inspires.

Yorr rs Sincerelv,

Manuwatrt ChoudharY

Dear Mr. Joshi,

I have the deepest regard for you personally and
the farmers moveurent in Maharashtra that you have
been leading but its a shame that you have now chosen
to join the National Democratic Alliance. Last week
when we watched you on national television sitting next
to Pramod Mal'rajan I felt you did ultimately fall to the
opportunistic politics that we hoped to oppose.

Almost a decade ago I was a witness to the
conference at the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan in Bonlbay
on whether India needs a new political party. And an
old man whon'r we all respect, Minoo Masani, walked
amidst standing applause to support the formation of
the Swatantra Bharat Party to work towards giving the
Indian voter a real choice - a choice not iust to bring
about a liberal polity and economics in the country but
also to fight against corruption and communal politics
in India. Its mission was to restore democracy.

I supported you tl-ren when even the man chairing
the meet Ranl Jethmalani (Shiv Sena MP) was against
the idea of a new political party. I supported you
because we share a dream. I may not be from
Maharashtra and am not a member of the Shetkari
Sanghatana but what brought us together was this
dream of a better India. My family in Bihar was among
the staunch supporters of the Swatantra Party as long
as it existed. But I wasn't born then. I grew up when
the party was gone. But I grew up playing witl'r the star
symbols lying in the basement. I grew up reading
parliament speeches of Swatantra veterans like Masani,
Rani Gayatri Devi, N.G. Ranga...And after school when
I came to Bon'rbay to St. Xavier's College it was my dream
to meet Mr. lr4inoo Masani. And when I did meet him ..

the Soviet Union had disintegrated ... and Masani was
right. I met Masani many times. We even made an
attempt to revive tl're hldian Liberal Group ten years ago
but gave up when we realised that most of the original
members were dead and gone or too old.

And therr India was liberalised. Masani was right
vet again. But he called it liberalisatiorr through
Lrankruptcy arrd wrote an open letter to his yourrg friends
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Falling Standards of Political Leadership

The following statement was made by former Prime Minister Chandrashelchar
in an exclusioe interaiew to R. Rajagopalan

The speculation about an

early Lok Sabha election has aroused
a confused and pathetically oppor-
tunistic resPonse among tl're

iurportant political players in the
country. It projects sad pictures of
their sl'rifting stands on crucial
issues. It shows how they can easily
change their opinions to serve their
immediate political purpose, igno-
ring their own past assertions on the
sarne iSsues. It is sad to note that no
olle seenrs to be iurmune from this
tendency.

The Press has reported a

statement of the Prime Minister to the
effect that there is little difference
between Swadesli and Videshi today.
How easily he can forget his own
assertions on this issue is just a

pointer to the fact that even on such
vital issues important persons can
attempt to give new interpretations
to universally accepted ideas. One
can well imagine the discomfort
among the Swadesl'ri Jagaran Manch
adherents of his own Sangh Parivar.

Tl're leader of the oppo-
sitiorr's equally widely reported
telephone conversation with the
DMK leader, M. Karunanidhi, has
caused Justice Milap Chand Jain
who headed the Commission to
probe into all aspects of the Rajiv
Gandl'ri assassination to exclaim in
anguish: "This warming up of the
Congress to DMK is a surprising
development. The Congress appears
to have a chauge of heart. If the DMK
resunles support to the cause of
Tanril [eiarrr as rt did earlier, things
may become difficr.rlt agairr.,, After
all it was his repori indicting

Karunanidhi and his party that
caused the Congress to bring down
the United Front govemment because

it refused to expel tl're DMK from the
coalition. Sonia Gandhi's publicly
expressed anguish caused the
Congress to precipitate the collapse
of the United Front.

I can well understand Justice
]ain's anguisl'r, as I personally had
to take his queries in the course of
the Commission's hearings, where
despite my repeated requests to let
some things be, he persisted in a

certain line of enquiry. I don't know
about Shri Karunanidhi, but his
close ally Shri Vaiko of the MDMK
who has been detained under POTA
for allegedly supporting the LTTE
has not changed his position and he
will now be on the same side as tl're

Congress. How can Justice Jain be
expected to realize the present
political compulsions of the Cong-
ress President?

This trend cannot be fully
visualized without going into the
reported statement of the NDA
convenor, my friend George Fernan-
des, on his meeting with Mulayam
Singh a few days back. He has sought
to justify his actions by citing the
views of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
whose thinking permeated the
political scene in the 1950's. George
seems to have forgotten the totally
changed political scerrario today. He
is rrow pleading for the status quo and
not for change. tsut typically he wants
to be part of the opposition while
remaining in the ruling llSS donri-
nated alignment. I hope he has not
forgotten how the Janata governnrent
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was destabilized by his somersault
on the floor of the House. Perhaps
he does not remember that this single
incident was responsible for the
return of the Congress at the Centre?

Many more such examples
can be given but that does not in
anyway mitigate the enorn'rity of
falling standards in the behaviour
of our political leadership. George
has done one good thing subse-
quently by clarifying that Shri
Mulayarn Singh is in no way inclined
to join the NDA. The Shiv Sena

Satyendra Dubey

It is most appropriate that
Freedom Flrsf has in its Oct-Dec
2003 issue highlighted the murder
of Satyendra Dubey. He was an
honest man who paid the ultimate
price for honesty. The stranglehold
of the mafia in Bihar is such that
no honest officer is safe. Bihar
represents the depth of
degradation in the political-
bureaucratic-criminal nexus which
is spreading like cancer
everywhere. DIG Ojha was sent
packing by govern-ment of Bihar
when he expressed his views
about criminalisation of politics.
It appears even the central
government has become a mute
spectator while political parties of
various hues are vying to have
alliance with Laloo's RJD in
cynical disregard of political
morality.

Eapu Sathyanarayana
can be contacted on

vimbapu@sancharnet.in
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suprenlo in his own style has expo-
sed the Deputy Prime Minister's
move to clear the path for Sharad
Pawar to join the NDA by sirnul-
tarreously creating a strong barrier
kr it by demanding the exclusion of
Chaggarr Bhr.rjbal in the proposed
alliance in Maharashtra! One
cannot conunent rr'ith certairrty about
the rcle tlf the NCP leader in this
nrini-dranra, as to n'hether he rvas
a party to this exercise or it n'as only
the over errthusiasm of L.K. Advarri
and Pramod Mahajan?

Clearly the imminerrce of the
Lok Sabha elections are causing
many political contortions and thus
only further exposing politicians to
more gelreral conten'rpt. Like the
Prime Minister I also do not like the
larrguage used by the Chief Election
Conmissiorrer to describe politicians
as a whole. But it is this sort of
single minded pursuit of political

power without arly sense of self
esteem that has caused politics and
politiciaus to be held in such low
esteer)'r by the thinking public.

Our country still faces many
problenrs. Our positiorrs on these
issues could still be a basis for
political urrity amorrg various
parties. For instance, it is now being
made out tl'rat the econonly is doing
well because it is said to be growing
at 8 percent. But horv can anyone
believe this is so rvhen it is also clear
that about 350 million people go
hungry every day? This number is
not decreasing.

We are being told our
economy is being transformed and
tl'rat we are no longer an agri-
cultural economy. But how can it be
arrything else when over 65 percent
of the population is still dependent

orr agricr.rlture for sustenauce?
Despite this reality we see that public
investment in agriculture and
irrigatiorr has come to a near halt.
There are nrany such issues that can
bring persons and parties opposed
to the NDA together. TIre perfor-
nallce of the NDA in managirrg our
national security, foreign affairs,
econon'ly, and social policies give
plenty of cause for a cttrtrntitn
platform. But our politicians must
realize that politics is about policies
first and personal ambitions
thereafter.

MR. CHANDRASFIEKHAR was Prirrre
I\{inister of the Governnent of India for
a brief period in the eighties.

MR. R. RAIAGOI'ALAN is Chief of the
Delhi Bureau of Vaarlha, the largest
circulated Telugu daily. Rajagopalan
writes a column f or Freedom First
'Rajagopalan's Pailiament Watch. He is
a member of the Indian Liberal Group.

The Paradox of our Time

The paradox of our time in history
is that we have taller buildings but
shorter tempers, wider freeways, but
narrower viewpoints. We spend more,
but have less, we buy more, but enjoy
less. We have bigger houses and
smaller families, more conve-niences,
but less time. We have more degrees
but less sense, more knowledge, but
less judgment, more experts, yet more
problems, more medicine, but less
wellness.

We drink too much, smoke too
much, spend too recklessly, laugh too
little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay
up too late, get up too tired, read too
little, watch TV too much, and pray too
seldom. We have multiplied our
possessions, but reduced our values.
We talk too much, love loo seldom, and
hate too often.

We've learned how to make a living,
bul not a life We've added years to life
not life to years. We've been all the way
to lhe moon arrd track hrtt have lrnrthle
crossing the slreet to meet a new
neighbour. We conquered outer space

t6

but not inner space. We've done larger
things, but not better things. We've
cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul.
We've conquered the atom, bul not our
prejudice. We write more, but learn less.
We plan more, but accomplish less.
We've learned to rush, but not to wait.
We build more computers to hold more
information, to produce more copies
than ever, but we communicate less
and less.

These are the times of fast foods
and slow digestion, big men and small
character, steep profits and shallow
relationships. These are the days of
lwo incomes but more divorce, fancier
houses, but broken homes.

These are days of quick trips,
disposable diapers, throwaway mora-
lity, one night stands, overweight
bodies, and pills that do everything from
cheer, to quiet, to kill. lt is a time when
there is much in the showroom window
and nothing in the stockroom. A time
urhen lpchnnloqv e:n hrinq this lottor
to you, and a time when you can
choose either to share this insight, or
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to just hit delete.

Remember, spend some time with
your loved ones, because they are not
going to be around forever. Remember,
say a kind word to someone who looks
up to you in awe, because that little
person soon will grow up and leave
your side. Remember to give a warm
hug to the one next to you, because
that is the only treasure you can give
with your heart and it doesn't cost a
cent. Remember to say "l love you" to
your partner and your loved ones, but
most of all mean it. A kiss and an
embrace will mend hurt when it comes
from deep inside of you. Remember
to hold hands and cherish the moment
for someday that person will not be
lhere again. Give time to love, give time
to speak, and give time to share the
precious thoughts in your mind.

Life is not measured by the number
of breaths we takc, but by the moments
that take our breath away.

(l-rom the lnternet. Contributed by tvlr.

Ashok Karnik)



Pad (Carrion)
A Short Story

Amitabh

Tltis slnrt story by Dr. Amitablt brirtgs ltome to tlrc reqder tlrc luunilatirtg life of tlrc Mnlnr connnunity
ttntil Dr. Ambedknr canrc along. Dr. Amitabh tells us thnt the cating of carriott ceased utlrctt Dr. Aftrbedkar

lcd his people to unbrnce tsuddlisnt. - Ed.

'lt's Tilnaji Patil's con' - the
sacred one! Paudya said so as he
was dragging it away', said
Dhorrdya.

Tl're news set the whole sl'ranty
town in hectic motion accompanied
by shrieks and shouts. Old tsulkai
said to Rodba, 'What are you
waiting for, corne on, be quick, there
won't be anything left for us!'

'Look, I have to go to the toilet
first'.

'Oh, can't it wait? Forget
about it on a day like this!'

She collected trvo knives arrd
took the orrly tin trough she had, tl're
one with a hole plugged with a rag.
She pushed a reluctant Rodba in
frorrt of I'rer. Both of them started
towards tl're gum trees. Rodba took
his tinpot filled rvith lvater.

Old Nagai noticed them and
yelled at her son, Daiya, swearing at
him and pushing him towards the
gunl trees. Seeing that he was not
quick enough for her she took the
basket and sctrrried ton'ards the gtrrl
trees, stooped in the back as she rvas.

She blabbered all the u'ay. Norv
Dhondya and Dagdya stirred. They
sharperred their knives on stone,
brandishing thenr like sabres, testing
the sharprress on their own fingers.
When their knives were slrarp
errough, they started towards the
scrutr rvith their palnr-leaf baskets.
One after arrother, the n'ltole cokrnv
\\'JS llr)\,\: 0ri lhe rrrir|ch - wariy.t,
Chinclhva, Clrinrlhi. Ughdva, Cod i.

-.tit.ittv.t, lt.rr r..ya - cverv()lle, \vltli
ivhatevel cout.riners they could l'irrd:
basins arrc.l b;rskets, creels and craus,
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'Pnd came ... Pad came!"

The clarion call rerrt the air,
arrd men and lvomerr, rubbing the
sleep off their eyes, rushed out of their
mud hovels like hens fluttering out
of their coops when the shutters are
opened. Those sleeping out in the
yards were quick on their feet. They
rvere all ears. Dawn was breaking
into the first glow. With their tin pots
filled with water sonle were l'reading
towards the scrub for their moming
ablutiorrs when they heard tl're cry.

'Who says there's a carriorr?'
said the olci woman Bulkai.

'Don't knorv!' Rodba replied.

'Wl'ro says there's a carrion -
could be a lie to hassle us!'
cclnrmented Nagai, another old
\vol'tlall.

'Crrrtte on, rvho sovg ...' Bulkai
shrieked.

'Oh, that Dhondya, Dagdya's
sott ...'

'What does he say, how does
he know?'

'l Ic jtrst caure fnrur the scrr,rb.
l-le nret l'andya I'adewar and his
sotr, the1, rvere draggilg tlte carricl.
to the scrub', saicl Warlya.

The nervs of the carrion
spread like rvildfire throughout the
Mahars' sharrty towrr. Everyone was
talking aborrt it, asking the other,'ls
it trtre?'

'What treast is that?'
'l-lorv clo I krtrrrv?'
r ) | \1, ,, l,. r I ,. i

rr'hal l,t'rst ..'- tl.rg.li,.r rrskecl
Dlrorrdt'a.

troughs and trugs, tall aluminium
pots, flat plates wovelt out of palm
leaves, earthen pots, Udhdya's son,
Kisnya, was the smartest; he reached
there first, ready with his knife and
trough.

Vithi had a large brood: three
sons, three daughters, the youngest
still a suckling. Her asthmatic
husband coughed and coughed. He
couldn't hold any job so sl're had to
feed all of thenr somehow. Children
came in quick succession - the next
as soon as the previous one was
weaned - there was lro break. She
was utterly fed up, but was there a

way out?

They all sailed in the same
boaU on whose shoulder could she
cry?

'Nilya, Nilya,' Vithi called out
to the eldest. He didn't seern to take
any notice. She pulled the rag cover
off him. Her movement ripped the
already frayed rag. That further
angered her. She pulled Nilya up into
a sitting position. He flopped back
anrorrgst the crlvers, his eyes still
closed. He had beeu reading
'Mooknnynk' till late night in the light
of the kerosene lamp. But she had
to rvake him up. She gripped him
under the arms arrd made him stand
up. Then she splashed a bowlful of
water over his eyes. [{e grunrbled
and swore at her, screaming,'Whv
nre, wh;, rvake nre up so early!' But
rvho har-l the tinre t() put trp rvith his
tirntrunrs? Sortreotte had to go and
fetclr a potful of flesh that u'ottld
teed the fantilv for tire trext few davs.

Nilya triecl to shirk tlie iob - he

tutoatteci irtt,.1 groirtrecl. So she trrouglrt
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a l'leavy arm down and thunped
him hard, pushed the tall metal pot,
witl'r a hole plugged with a rag, into
his one hand and the knife into the
other. She shouted her threat,'Go get
a potful or there'll be no food for you
... I'll harrg you by yolrr toes.

On the scrub under the gum
trees were gathered all the Mahars
fron'r the shanty town. Each carried
a knife and some kind of container.
Some made do with a broken piece
of a mud pot or a rag. Some didn't
have even that, so tl"rey would have
to carry tl're meat in the folds of the
dhoti or sari they were wearing.

Pandu wedged the carcass of
the cow between the two gum trees.
He and his son Somya started
skinning the carcass with their
knives. Everyone scranrbled nearer,
either standing or squatting on their
haurrches. Pandu wasn't going to let
anyone toucll the carcass until he
had skinned it carefully and taken
his share of tl're meat. He was careful.
No cuts, no tears; he must have a

nice, clean, complete coat of the hide.
With his professional skill he was
skinning the beast with the careful
br.rt corrfident strokes of his knife -
the four legs first, then the tail, the
bottom and the neck. Then he
skirrned the belly and the back. His
hands were covered with blood. He
had no shirt on; his dhoti hitched
round his waist was smudged with
blood. No time to botller about all
that! For the whole of last month there
had been rtothing, nothirrg at all.
This was a long awaited chance arrd
he didn't want anything to go wrorlg.

Surrounding l-rim they raised
a din, sharpened knives in their
l'rands, and took position, ready to
strike. Kites and vultures perched on
the gum trees. Some hovered in the

air, fighting irr flight. Their wings
fluttered. Their sl'rrill sourrds shrie-
ked in the air. Crows cried.Almost
all the dogs in the village gathered.
They barked and growled, some
rvaited expectantly with their legs
tucked under, some haunched on
their hind legs, cranirrg their necks,
rvith tongues lollirrg and dribbling.
They pushed themselves as near as
they could. Whenever someone
noticed that they were too close, he
would chase them away with a

stone.

At last the skinning was over.
Pandya aud Somya cut open the belly
carefully. The blood spouted in a

stream and showered those aroulld.
Somya held his trough near the
spout and collected some. Warlya
pushed his trough, he got some too.
Somya now took out the innards and
plopped them dowrr. Ther, he cut out
the liver, put it into his second
trough, took out the lungs and the
heart as well. That filled both his
troughs.

Then he sliced off a thick
steak from the ham and heaped it
onto the trough which was already
filled to the brin,. He covered his
troughs with the neatly folded hide,
pllt arvay both his knives, looked
aronnd to nrake sure he had rrot left
anything behind and walked away
with the troughs on his head.

As soon as Pandya and
Somya were out, others, like
sanguine Rajput warriors, pounced
upon the prev, raising a full-
throated battle cry. Baija, Old Bulkai,
Rodba, Shirpat, Barkya, Warlya,
Chindl'rya, Bhimi, Chingi, Chindhi,
Namya, Tukya, Kisnya, young and
old, all marched forth, flashing their
knives. Everyone had an eye on the
thick thighs and buttocks. They

pulled and tugged at the carcass.
Tens of knives were sawing at the
chest at once. Whatever piece, small
or big, they could nanage, they cut
and put into their containers. The
knives slashed and sliced, chunks
and crumbs of meat were piled ir.rto
the hampers and baskets. It was a
free-for-all. It was no use brawling,
yet abuse was bandied around
freely, along with pushing antl
shoving.'Oh, stop it! Watch itlStop
pushing, you, pick from wl'rere you
are!"

'Why bicker, llo one's
stopping you from cutting'.

'O Barkya, give me a small
piece, cone, put a piece into my
basket, Kisrrya!" Old Nagai was
pleading and begging on her knees,
occasionally swearing at someone.
Nobody gave a damn. They were too
busy with their hands and mouths.
In the fierce competition the old and
tl're weak were ollt.

In the circumstances, there
was no way the birds and the beasts
could get anywhere near. Vultures,
kites and crows were squawking,
screeching, fluttering their wings;
nlangy dogs were howling, barking
in protest, wagging their tails
ingratiatingly; what else could they
do?

Nilya, far from rrimble, didn't
even know which piece to go for and
how to cut it. Yet pick he must, fill
the tall pot, for he was urrder threat,
Alternatively he n'ould have to beg
fronr door to door or, worse still, just
go hungry. If he were to collect more
maybe ... l're began to daydream ... a

big earthen pot filled with meat,
salted, cut up, dried in the sun just
as in Hanya's house. Nilya's mum
roasting a couple of pieces on operl
fire, just for him! arrcl then Nilya
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munching them, savouring the dry
rneat - Hanya need not brag any
more!

Nilya, a knife in one hand
and his tall metal pot with a hole
plugged with a rag in anotlter, was
standing with sleep heavy on his
eyelids. He couldn't reacl'r the
carrion, for there was such a

scrarnble. Wherever there was a little
gap he tried to push inside but
someone would shove him, he
would lose his balance and fall
down. He would get up, only to be
pushed off again and again. It just
wasn't possible for him to do
anythirrg.

Kisnya had his trougl'r
overflowing. He looked up at Nilya
standing there empty-handed and
felt sorry for him. With his knife he
cut off a few chunks of good thick
meatand threw them at Nilya,'Come
on, Nilya, take them, put them into
your trough, you son of a bitch'. The
pieces fell into the dust.

Old Bulkai berrt over to reach
for thenl. Kisnya snarled at her,
'Move aside, you old hag,let Nilya
have them'. Nilya picked them up
from the dust, shook off the dirt and
put them into his pot. Kisnya pushed
the crowd aside to make room for
Nilya, but the heaving crowd closed
the gap before Nilya could plant his
foot inside. He was thrown inside.

The carcass \\ras a nlere
skeleton of bones now. All the meat
had beerr scraped off the bones. They
rvere all covered in blood as if they
had played Holi. Their hair was red.
Their limbs were red. The dirty rags
they wore were red. From top to toe
they were all dyed in the same colour
- red.

Then they started to trail back
hr,r.ue, n'ith freshly L-rutchcred red
nreat still dripping blood in their
i.i veigl,; .ilr.i i.r.,r .,, 1,,..,,' i" .itt,l
Lrasket, pots;rrrd pans, rags ancl
panniers. Excited and contented,
totr'ards thcir hclnres tl'reV nrarchecl.

Tl're kites, vultures, and crows
now sprang into action. The dogs,
alerted, attacked the skeleton. The
crows hovered over the heads of the
people going home and swooped
down on the troughs tl'rey carried on
tl'reir heads. The kites and the
vultures, emboldened by the sight,
dipped from the gum trees onto the
troughs and baskets. They watched
from above the walking rneat cargo
and flocks and flocks of them
converged onto the target. Crows
carried off pieces in their beaks, kites
and vultures in their claws. With
these they flew to the gum trees to
savour the catch. The men and
wonlen, used to such attacks, held
onto their baskets and troughs
tightly with one hand and with the
other brandished their knives and
twigs picked on the way to ward
them off.

Nilya chased off the dogp and
threw stones at the curs that dared
bark at him. If he threw stones at the
kites and the vultures they flew off
only to return the next moment.
Nilya searched for nreat he could
saw off with his knife, but it was a
tough job. Holding his breath and
clenching his teeth, he scoured
whatever he could. Shooing the dogs
away, he hacked off pieces arrd put
them into his pot. Tense all over, he
worked hard. The ribs had little meat
on them and the chunks that Kisnya
had given him were the only good
meat, the rest was all bones. But he
wasu't rvise enough to understand
that. Suddenly a crow darted and
poked at the cow's eyes. \Mrile trying
to shoo him off Nilya saw the cow's
tongue lolling down. Surprisingly
nobody had noticed it - may be the
cow had kindly saved it for him, he
flattered himself. With all his might
he cut it off and put it into his pot.
Two dogs were fighting over a thigh
borre ancl irr the tug of n'ar thcv
dropped the bone. Nilya hurled a

>iurrc "rL 
ilietli.ittrl aS l.l,cy sldllrPLlurl

off he picked up the bone. Thcre lvas
a bit clf nreat orr it, so he put it intcr
his pot. Contented tl'rat he had more
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than enough, he got up and put his
knife away. Carrying the poton his
head, he started walking towards
home.

The birds and tl.re beasts
stirred again. Crows pounced on his
trough. Nilya picked up a twig and
brandished it over his head. Kites
and vultures were quick to join the
crowsi one of them swooped down.
In trying to chase them off with his
twig Nilya started losing his grip on
the pot. So he threw the twig away
and with a firmer grip with both his
hands he held the pot tightly. He
quickened his steps. Now the dogs
were at his heels, barking. As he ran,
he tried to ward off the dogs and the
birds. Suddenly he stepped on a

bramble bush. He fell over and the
thoms pricked him. As he was trying
to recover his balance, the vultures
came down heavily and the tightly
gripped pot on his head fell off. The
meat pieces scattered into the dust.
Dogs pounced on them. Crows
clamoured for them and managed to
snatch a few. Vultures and kites
carried away a couple of them. A dog
made off with the bone it had lost
to Nilya before. Nilya, still unable to
get up from the brambles, threr.r'
stones at them and tried to shoo
them away. But the dogs took away
the bones. Nilya's feet were bleeding
with the thorn-pricks. He couldn't
move his legs. But he had to rescue
his pot, with whatever was left in it.
The dogs might dare to carry off the
pot as well! Nilya pr-rshed hinrself
towards tl're pot, he stood the pot
upright. He seemed to forget the
pain and his bleeding feet as he
collected the bones covered with dust
and heaped them into l'ris pot.

The birds are still hovering
over his head, swooping and
pecking, the dogs are barkir,g. But
Nily,;1 ir bus1, filling up his ptrt

Q'ratrslttltLl f rrtnr llrr Mnrntlti bV Asln Donile)

DIf . AN{ITAIIFI i, o .eno*'ned lvlarathi
short story rvriter and social worker.
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Every other company sells boilers. Not us

We sell total steam solutions. With a full range of Spirax
steam energy conservation products, microprocessor
based control instrumentation to ensure optimal energy usage
and services to help you better harness steam, air and water.

Our Energy Audit service helps optimise your energy costs,
our Consultancy service provides with detailed engineering of all
process utilities, and our Steam Engineering Centre provides
education and training on efficient utilisation of steam.
The result is lower energy consumption, improved product quality
and better control of your process.

And yes, we make boilers, too. The best in the business.
Our fully packaged boilers with efficiency monitors and automatic
blowdown controls give maximum fuel efficiency, so you don't
waste heat.

So the next time you want a big metal box in which
to burn up your fuel budget, call someone else. And
the next time you want to conserye energy and save money,
try a total steam solution.

Forbes Marshall
Mumbai-Pune Road, Kasarwadi, Pune 411 034. lndia.
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R Ttections Serious and Facetious
Louella Lobo Prabhu

The Power of an Idea

The couple, Sahnau Rushdie arrd his partner,
Padnra Lakshmi passed through India recently. A group
of funtlamentalist Muslinrs, tried hard trl tar and feather
thenr. They did not succeed. Padma Lakshmi, in fact,
rvas amused, rather than angry. She found the contmorr
people cluite warm, arrd that they identified more witlr
her, than with Salmarr. This seerns to suggest, that very
well educated people and simple folk are tolerant. It is
the half-educated who are violerrt bigots.

In Pune, rvhose society has been exposed to nlany
kinds of foreign culture, a receut biography of Shivaji
was banned by the government, after mobs went on the
rampage, against the bookshop arrd the library, where
it had been prominelty displayed. There was only one
possibly offensive sentence in the book. One wonders,

Mauy times, the Nobel and the Booker Arvards
pick on absolute clutsiders, and this year's one of them.
His rtonr de plunte is D.B.C. Pierre, arrd his real name
Peter Finlay. He is a self-confessed drug addict, who is
ruot sure whether he has kicked the habit perr tanently.

The very title of his book is "Verrron God Little".
It does not make much seuse, but four out of five judges
commerrded the book for its corruscating black comedy,
based on lclrv life in America, provoked by the recent
rnassacres in the United States. The three alphabets
rvlriclr make up nom de plume, stand for Dirty but clean
I)eter, as uruch a contri-rdiction.rs the title of his book.

who read it fronr cover to cover?

Out trf sevt'n fnirl;' intr<rcttorts fil:rr-s r1'li j1'11 1r'"r.,1

to the Censor Board, headed by filnt-maker Anupam
Kher, only two got "U" Certificates. The producers of
tlre renraining five whiclt got " A" were trot dipleased.
It helps to sell the film better. Nothing can suppress the
power of an idea. There was a time when Hitler's "Mein
Kempf" transmogrified German society. Today, a few
dusty copies may be lying in shops and are taugllt to
students of History, Economics and Politics. It, and "Das
Kapital" are no longer the living Bibles of the youth.
Finally, when Pontius Pilate was brought the news that

Jesus was entombed and his Philosophy with hirr, he
uttered the prophetic words ... "l Wonder".

He says he rvas driven to rvrite, after he had reached a

dead end in his life. He told the press, that the prize
lnoney would only partially cover l'ris sea of debt, when
he was regularly on drugs. He l'ras also plundered his
friends for handouts, and not paid them back. The Booker
could not have llrade a rvorse choice of the prize winner,
if the character arrd life of the authclr are taken into
account. But Oscar Wilde wrote, that there are no moral
or imnoral books - just good arrd bad books. Perhaps
the Committee had this in mind, when they picked out
this book, and its author for this year's prize, four out
of five judges voting in its favour, after less than one
hrru r.

A Surprise Winner for this Year's Booker Award

Despite having thrown the tsritish out of hrdia,
India still hangs on to lnany British institutions. Thus,
though the revetlue of sollle Ministries like
Petrochemicals, sl'rorv a larger revetlue than the llailways,
they are lumped together and probably passed by a vr>ice
v1r[e, at the end of a sessiolr. The ltailways have a special
btrclgcl., n'liielr precetles tlre Ccnelal L3uclget, atrrl is
intlical.ir:e tif the trencl the Iattel will take. It, lrowever,
scelils Llrlclll, Lirat a i;trrre-(lLle}\ lj()verlurrenr sriULrir-l Lre

able ttl pass all)/tiring it likes, to enhance its prlll
perforrnlrrce.

The Railway Budget

This year's Railway Budget was preceded by farce.

Members of the Congress rushed into the well of the
House, because the Speaker had not mentioned Gandhiji
in his speech. It was a fr.rll twenty minutes before the
Minister corrld present his propclsals.

I)arirphrasirr13 Coleridre, tlre lisl of the Btrdget rvas

"Co<ldies, roodies, all the way, arrd n()t a rllpee ttl pay
.':.-l . /,..t1!,1-,,.,jrt,,r 1)1,,!.].i,,,..,!1.-,f,..t,. I lt..li - ,.1-..n t.\,-{ri'.12"'t

I lte gttofl1g5 (lre I)]ally.

Nerv superfast traius, linking l7 cities with the
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Capital; Railway Protection Force to take over additional
responsibility for safety and security. Technology
mission on rail safety, unreserved ticketing to be
extended. Incentive scheme of frequent travellers.
Expected growth in freight traffic 20 million tonnes and
arr additional 37o passengers.

The last two are tl're only clues as to how the
promises will be redeemed. Instead of 1Z new trains, it
would have been better to upgrade tracks and bridges.
More recent accidents have been caused by these
lacunae. But then, they don't constitute the inputs for
a pre-poll Budget.

Tragedy at the Haj

It was sad, indeed tragic, to learn that244 people
were killed, and virtually the sante number injured
dr,rrirrg the Haj Celebrations. They were trampled and
accidentally stoned to death, at that point when a pillar
representing the devil, was being symbolically stoned.
Two dead, and two injured are from India. Though the
stones were supposed to be symbolic, they were not
synrbolic in their physical impact. This is not the first
time such hassle has taken place. It has happened at
least four times, in tl're '90s. Or it may be considered
wl'rether it needs to form an essential part of the ritual.

Topping a distinguished set of previous winners,
Havel Vaclav is this year's winner of the Gandhi Peace

Prize. It had a most eminent jury. The Prime Minister,
the Leader of the Opposition, the Chief ]ustice of India,
ex-l)resident Venkatraman and ex-Prime Minister I. K.
Gujral. They were all unanimous in their verdict. The
President gave tl're award before a circle of the glitterati.
The award was nrost significant, because Vaclav is no
longer a reigning Head of State. He brought the New
Czechoslovakia into being, though, with l'ris inspiring
poenls and plays. When the then Soviet government

India must be the only secular nation in the world,
whiclr subsidises the'hajjis". Either this should not be
done at all, or, in fairness, it should be extended to
Christians who wish to visit Bethlehem, Jerusalem and
Rome.

Comes the bigger question. Why people seem to
suffer mutliple deaths on mass pilgrimages, when they
are going to be closer to their maker.Hopefully, they die
to receive heavenly life pron'rised to them, in their
respective Holy Books.

imposed a ban on his publications, he ran an
underground newspaper. He is in fact a later-day
version of General de Gaulle, who kept the Free French
Resistance flying, during the darkest days of the Second
World War.

Advani used the occasion to polemicise India's
peace initiatives as a leader of the SAARC and Asian
zones. President Kalam raised the discussion to the level
of peace, as the basic platform of a good life in a vibrating
and pulsating democracy.

Havel Vaclav wins the Gandhi Memorial Peace Prize

Dr. An'rbedkar, in 1956, renounced Hinduism, and
embraced the Buddhist faith. On the same date in
[3angaltlre, recently, there rvas a huge gatherirr6; of Dalits,
of whom 5000 formally renounced Hinduism, and
coverted to Buddhism. They felt, that despite
governnent's affirmative action, the stigma of caste still
prevails. There were 22 oaths, they had to take. It was
a solemn and yet a festive occasion. The point is,
whether they really and truly embrace Buddhism, or
wl'retller tl'rey have converted for the benefit of their status
in society. If the latter is true, the screeu of genuine
cc'rnversion is missing.

Mother Teresa's imnrinent canotrisatiotr has nrade
il. l.r .rll tlie plpcrs. Soniel.hing uirus'-ral is bcing ili.;lle
in lier case. Drops of her blood were collected in 7997,

at the expressed desire of the Vatican. These will be

Concerning Religious Matters

encased in a silver box, for the Holy Mother's private
chapel. He took a special, personalised interest in putting
her on the fast track to sainthocld, rvhich rtormally takes

much longer - she needs one nore miracle to be

canonised. One hopes that it will come irr the lifetirne
of the present Pontiff, who did all the spadework for
her canonisation.

The Pope himself completes 25 years of his tenure
as Pointiff. While he remains a very charismatic man,
a great traveller, and media-friendly, not reclusive, his
fundametrtalism has not dotre much for the institution
he heads. Matrv people are turtring against the
fundamentalist Catholicism he preaches, as he will not
c1r'r-r.pyny-11ic,. .ni' f!.lr{'t .,f tlr,r frith l'lrerr tlrc sigrrs of
the times are t() be fotrrtd, irr a world fast changirrg,
and desirous tltat Catholicism should reflect this reality'
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A Government Office

It is the office of one particular department, but it may
government office. The faces are interchangeable,

(except to those complacent clerks who are lords and

One wall is full of gods of all
varieties. There are shelves holding
idols and lamps. Burnt out agarbathis
and decaying flowers bear testimony
to the devotion of the devotional.
Calendars of three year vintage
proudly display myriad gods in
gaudy colours. Patches on the wall
below each photo bear witness to
supplications made every morning
and evening.

No, it is not a temple. Not even
a prga room. A glance on the other
walls brings one back to earth. Crude
rrotices in local and English
language a11t'loullce governnrent
regulations, many of them outdated.
It is the office of one particular
department, but it may as well have
been any other government office.
The faces are irrterchangeable, the
files urrrecognizable (except to those
complacent clerks who are lords and
masters of their four walls).

There is perpetual over-
crowding, whether it is of people or
of files. And the gods are not lacking
in crowding the Eastertr wall. The
sttpplicants arrive punctually. The
clerks arrive at their own whim and
pleasure. And of course, tlte " sahibs"
arrive with all n'rajesty much beyond
tl'reir duty hours. No one dares
question any person in authority. No
ol1ts' expects any courtesy or justice
from thertr. The nrasses have become
conrpletely i_ndoctrinated irrto accept_
ing their fate. If their knnnn has
brought tltt'rtr !,r tlr,' ln,.rrr,,.f t1.,,
officials, the1, 11n1,., to sirffer irr
silettce, aud pay through their uose

for getting what is tl'reir right as
citizens.

Almost two hundred years of
British rule ended two generations
ago. Eighty percent of the present
population of the country was born
in free India. Free to bow before the
"brown salibs", the legacy left behind
by the British. Free to stand for hours
in queues, free to bribe just to get
what is rightfully theirs. And free to
feel happy that they have not been
tortured or exploited beyond their
limits.

The Babus are beyond ans-
werability. Even the stray upright
senior official cannot set thenl right.
For tlley have their contacts directly
with their political masters. They
have learnt the art of keeping all
politicians on the right side, for
these days power equations change
rapidly. There is conrplete harn'rony
between the politicians and the petty
bureaucrats. The privileged seniors
belonging to "All India Services"
remairr enscclnced irr their ivory
towers, pretending that rrothing is
amiss. They sense the needs of the
politicians, and very tactfully keep
away from their manipulations. And
regardless of their rank, they have
a staunch faith that God will protect
them, whether they protect the public
or lrot. In fact, the Vidhana Soudha,
the seat of power of the Karnataka
State C<lverrlnlr'nt. lras a large
irrscription boldlv enqraved otr its
{"..n r frer r1,,, r,..,1 i,r l].,,11.r,.,i.;li 1.1.11,;, 

r

lVork is Cod's \Alork". We lear,e it
to the imagirration of readers to
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as well have been any other
the files unrecognizable
masters of their four walls).

deduce what the Babus interpret this
as.

A small minority of bureau-
crats and politicians control the fate
of the masses. They are least inte-
rested in what happens to the
cbmmon man. Their vision through
bifocals is so short-sighted that they
cannot see beyond their own noses.
Fifty five years after Independence,
we continue to be governed by them,
and we keep producing newer
breeds for every generation. One does
not see a dawn beyond this dark-
ness, but one can always pray (with
apologies to the immortal
Rabindranath Tagore):

"Where tlrc supplicant is without
fear ...

... and the head of tlrc common mnn

is held high;
Wlrcre knowledge ot' goaernnrcnt

regulations is t'ree;
Wlrcre the world Ins not been broken

up into fragments by narrow domestic
walls of sections nnd tlepartments;

Where words of the "concerned

clerk" come out from the depth of trutlq
Wlrcre tireless striuirtg to justify

tlrcir salaries stretclrcs its anns toi.oards

perfectiotr;
Where tlrc clesr stream of reason Ins

not lost its way into tlrc tlreary, desert

wnd ot' dead habit of files and more files;
Where the mind of tlrc Babus is lerl

forward by Thee into ever widening
tltougltt and actiott -

Into tlmt henuett of freedom, my

inther, let my country's goaernntent
autakt:".

DR. ALI KIIIVAIn is an IIT gradttate rvho
has tnoved over to httman behaviotrr and

cotrnselling.

23



IIHBRB'S A
I should know il! Even after years, my Slorwel looks stunning. I'm sure they use

rOit NIORB
supsrior sl0€1, which is specially protected against rust. And whal superb

TO A GODREJ
clnstruclion! No gaPs lor pests. Adiuslabl€ shelves-so I can creale lhe sto.agg space I noed. And a Godrej lock, so I needn't

S']TORWB[,
worry. ln tacl, with so much value lor money, l've decided my second cupboard will also be a Godrej Storwel. There are so many

IIHAN JT]ST
models and colours, l'm sure to lind one righl tor mE. And so v{ill you!

GOODI"OOKS

GOOD LOOKS OUTSIDE. GREAT VALUE INSIDE.



Terrorism and the Media
Brig. S. C. Sharma

"It has become far more alluring for the frantic few to appear on the world
stage of television than remain obscure guerillas of the bush" - ]. B. Bell

1. Irr March 1997, a band of
Hanafi Muslim led by the
Khaalis Sect took over three
buildings in Washingtolr. A TV
reporter saw arrd reported the
lifting of food to 11 people
hicling on the 5th floor which
u'as broadcasted. The friends of
hostage takers saw the TV from
outside and informed Khaalis.
Luckily, the Police were able to
release them before being taken
hostage. Such news coverage
endangers lives.

The crew of a hijacked US
aircraft were not so lucky. A
radio channel from the Captain
had escaped tl're attention of the
hijackers and the Captain
continued to pass information
about the nurnber and position
of the hijackers to the police. A
TV reporter came to know abclut
it and the hijackers learnt of the
comnrunication from their
friends watching TV. They not
only closed down the radio but
eliminated tl're Captain as well.

The terrorists rely on the media
to further their terror motivated
goals ancl the nredia utilize tlre
terrorists acts as necessary or
rewarding news items. At times
state-sporrsored terrorism seeks

a low profile in the media while
non-state sponsored terrorists
seek l'righ media exposure.
Willingly or unwillingly, the
meclia has c<lrtte tcl serve the
purpose of terrorists. While the
rel:rtiorrs betrt,eert the nredia and
terrorisnr lrarre receitred irrcrea-
., i r I i; " r.t 

pr i rr.r I i 1 r i.,, .,1,l i1 1 i :.ri'rlj .l re

rurore clifficult to finrl. The Ineclia

has a clr,rty to the public to keep'r

tl'rem informed of events and
educate them. This duty needs
to be tempered by the obligations
for the public good, particularly
rvhen safety of hostages or the
larger public good is concerued.
To the terrorists, media is a

nleans to denrclralize the
government and obtain
international sympathy or evell
intervention. Terrorists in Chirra
and USSR publish their
demands in English.

These consequences are
magnified by intimidating the press.
It happened in Punjab. Only oue
paper, Punjnb Kesri stood firm and
the editor paid with his life. Media
coverage of terrorist acts has three
effects -
(a) Contagion Effect - Media

attention given tcl terrorist
attacks enc()rlrages further
violeuce.

(b) Intimidation - The case in
Punjab.

(c) Inrmunization Effect - Enhances
the public's level of tolerauce
and accept terror as a rvay of life.

(d) Direct ccluterct bettveetr nreclia
and terrorists hanpers
negotiations.

(e) Excessive iuterviervs with
fan'rilies of hostages increase
stress.

The contbitred effect of the
above tltree factors, is to perceive the
ef fect of terror - violetrce irt a

nragniiiccl lvay anci heighten thc

Ptrblic's senct, ()f itrsectrritv atrtl

l) cl ll lC.

4. Terroristn is I-tot .t lalv atrcl tlrcler

I" reeclotn liirst J artuat'v-Marclt 2004

problem. It is a method of
rvaging war. Just as some
restraint or even censorship is
acceptable in war, the same
conditions apply to media
coverage of terrorism. It is true
that tl're realistic coverage of the
Vietnam war led to the
realization by the US people of
the truth about violation of
human rights and futility of the
war. In the recent lraq war, the
US nedia had relied on
information made available by
the authorities rather than have
their eyes and ears on the
ground. When the word
'national security'can be uttered
rvith sonre legitimacy, the
mainstream press is likely to
adopt a patriotic pose. The press
displays a rneasure of autonomy
to the extent of differences within
the elite. Not all reporters are
unbiased and this trend was
noticeable during the Gulf War.

5. News has become nrore savage
over the last twenty years and
rutl'rless in pursuit of a story.
Newsrooms construct mislead-
irtg stories - evelt lies out trf
verifiable facts. When nervs only
tells us what we want to hear,
it displays a contempt for
audiences. It aims to capture tl're

audience. The media has been
harnessed closelY to the war
effort, usually willinglY.

6. We need to evolt'e guidelines for
the media coverage of terrorist
lcts atrrl tttovctltettts tcl prtlurtltt.
the best intcrc-sts of the people.

llRlG. S. C. SII''\lll\lA is I regrrl.:r colrtri-
btrtor to Frcedonr First'

2.

3.
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The Legend of Devrai
Prem Vaidya

Life, according to Indian tradition does not regard man as the sole master of
the world. Each living thing on this planet - animate or inanimate - has its
own part to play according to the law of nature and we greedy men, better

follow this dictum well and learn to restore and preserve Nature.

Puneites will remember the first
fortnight of the New Year 2004 with
mixed feelings. On January 5, the world-
renowned Bhandarkar Oriental Re-

search lnstitute was ransacked by van-
dals in the name Shivaji. Thousands of
valuable books were destroyed. And,
on the llth, at a memorable function
Mr. Mohan Dharia released the book -
Sacred Groves & Ethnobotany*. The
location for the function was well cho-
selr - near Pune, right inside the thick
forest - 'Devrai'(Sacred Grove)!

The book is based on the rare
research papers of late Shri V. D.
Vartak, Ph.D., an eminent botanist and
the occasion was to remember him on
his second death anniversary. I had
occasion to work closely witl'r Dr.
Vartak while making a documentary
film on DEVRAI. His knowledge about
Devrai was mind-bogglirrg.

Since 1975 Marcl'r 2l has been
observed as "World Forest Day" to
renrind ourselves the importance of
preserving our forest cover to save our
planet.

It was also the decade'wllen the
Ozone hole r.r'as discovered which was
associated with increasing incidents of
skin cancer and rvhen large tracts of

' For further enquiries and copies of the
book, contact: Mr. A. D. Nagpurkar,
M/s. Prism Publications,
A Divn. of M/s. Timely Management
Consultancy Services Pvt. Ltd.,
15/4, Shivpuri, Near Chembur Naka,
S.T. Road, Chembur, Mumbai 400071
Phone: (022) 25295725. Fax: (022)
25242484
Email: ajitn@vsnl.com /
tmcs@indiatimes.com /
www.timelymanagement.com
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Brazilian rainforest went up in smoke,'r
Year-after-year, all over the world, we
are facing increasingly warmer sum-
mers alrd decreasing water resources.
All over the world 2002 recorded a sum-
mer of extremes. In the last several
decades global temperahrre reading has
been rising sharply. For the first time
climate experts concluded that humans
responsible for global warming. The
time has come to give this serious
thought.

Please remember, whatever
material has gone into the composition
of our planet has also gone into the com-
position of l'rrrman cells. Everything in
the cosmos is composed of 'Panclr
Malnblut or five fundamental elements
of Nature in various permutations and
combinations. They are:

1. Prithvi (Earth)

2. AP (liquid or water)

3. Agni (Energy or fire)

4. Vayu (air)

5. Akash (Ether or sky)

years. If you were to dig up a spadeful
of forest earth, you would be surprised
at the number different creatures and
life forms you would find,. The Foresl
referred to it as 'The hidden world of
the soil.'When scientists examined the
top one inch of soil what did they find?

"There was an average of 1,356
living creatures present in each square
foot, including 865 mites,255 sprintailes,
22 millipedes, 19 adult beetles and
various numbers of 12 other forms.
Had an estimate also been made of the
microscopic population, it might have
ranged up to two billion bacteria and
many millions of fungi, protozoan and
algae-in a mere teaspoonful of soil."2
In India parti-cularly, since ancient times
and to this day, the relationship
between Earth, man, animal and nature
has been held in high esteem by our
ancestors. We have the monkey-god
Hanuman, an elephant head Ganesha
to worship. River Ganga and the
mountain Himalaya are dear to us. The
Tulsi plant and Banyan tree are sacred
to us; even the green grass called
'Durva" is supposed to be an immortal
plant for us. Thc'se are all a urust itr matrykeepingSo, what is good for

planet Earth healthy is
equally good for human
being, animals, plant life and
all that exists on it. With this
holistic view of life, man has
to learn to respect his sur-
roundings. The law of nahrre
takes care to balance and
nraintain a statc of equilib-
riun on this beautiful planet.
To c1o this, it vvorks very
hard. For instarrce to create
a lavt'r of orrc inch of klpr soil,
rt'hich is the nrost important
and fertile portion, Ilature re-

qrrires atrorrt 500 to 1000

Freedorn First Januarv-Marclt 2001



of our day-to-day rittrals.

Sir John Marshall in his monn-
nrental rvork 'Mohenjo Daro and the
Indtrs Civilisation' refers to tree-lvor-
shipr as apart of the religion of the
people of that time. Hc had found some
seals portraying the tree godcless
Apanyani - the Queen of the Forest.
Forcsts in India rvere considered to be
i l.lacc of pgn6g and lcarrring for princes
and paupers who went in search of
knou'ledge. Krishna and Sudhanra lived
in the Sandipani Ashram in the midst
of thick fclrests of central India
for their education. Lord Buddha rvas
boru in the Lumbini groves. Danda-
karanya, Khandavavana, Ashokvava,
Nimisharanya, Chitrakut, Vrindavan,
Panchavati, Madhuvan,Dn'ait and
Kamayka were important forests where
ashrams existed as nrentioned in the
epics of Ilamayana and Mahabharat.
The Nimishyaranya u'as famous for the
great gathcring of nrarry sages in an-
cient h'rdia.

Forests maintain a highly sen-
sitive and delicately balanced ecosvstem
and are a source of renewable encrgy.
They produce a good variety of prod-
r,rcts and herbs so essential for human
rvelfare. Forests l'rave to be treated as

a national asset" says Chanakya in his
Arthnslmslrtra. It has been given to us

by nature, preserved by crur ancestors
to be passed on to orlr futnre
generation. The late Dr. Vartak and l'ris
associates of the Botany group at the
Agarkar Research lnstitute, Pune,
n'orked dedicatedly and came out with
significant findings on more than 1,500

[)t:r'rais - Sacrecl (lrovcs - counected rvith
ancient and medieval times and their
present position in Maharashtra. If their
research rvork continnes, they estimate
the rrtrmber cotrld grow upto 5,000.

These Devrais are dedicated to
various deities who are considered to
reign suprenre in their groves. They are
of brrth sexes and narned accordingly:
r\njubai, Kalubai, Sateri,Wagjai, Gangai,
i).rkhani, Shilkai devrais are thc
l'err' n,rttret'l lrele n,hich stancl for tuotlt-
rr l;' ior c. Uthets rtcnote i:rtlrerly iove
likc: tihiroba, Sonraji, Jagoab, Mhasoba,
lriahac1co, liamling, Pavcloba, Shankar

and so on. According to Dr. Madhav
Gadgil and Dr. Vartak, "Removal of
any plant material - even a piece of
deadu'ood - or killing any animal or bird
from the sacred grove is taboo." The
deities are of sinrple icon and they are
nrostly for,rnd in the centre of the thick
frlrest rlr bushes u'hich sometimes can
be inaccessible. Manmade constrrrction
around them is a rarity. The villagers
or lhe tribes arorrnd these Devrais have
firmly believe that any nntoward action
may result in difficr.rlties or even deatl'r
to those who dare to defile the sacred

8rove.

According to tl're villagers at
Mangaon in Velhe taluk of Pune thc
Sacred Grove of the Coddess Janni Balak
Ranr Jhavde, a n'ood mercharrt rvho
defied the sacred rule and felled tree
c'lied vomiting blood. The villagers con-
cluded that this lvas a punishnrent
meted out by the Goddess Jani becar"rse

of the violation of her sacred abode!
Many of these sacred groves are trea-
sure troves of rare herbs that llave
immense medicinal value. Due to the
trnshakable faith in the Devrai deties,
they l'rave maintained a nlore or less

stable ecosystem in producing and
protacting these sacred plants in cyclic
rhythms. According to Prof. R. Kanan
of l)alani in Tanril Nadu, the Palani hill-
ock has a presiding deity, Lord Munrga.
Around its temple is a dense forest,
which has about 3,000 medicinal herbs
in tl're region.

A survey of the Kariat Trible
Block, near Mumbai revealed that
the local tribes preserve natrrre irt
accordauce n'ith an arrcicnt faith. Thcse
Sacred Groves are the legacies left to
us by ottr ancestors ancl help collserve
the'man and natnre ratio' in a proper
balance. Most <lf these Devrais have
some of the most magnificent
specimens of trees, plants and creepers
whiclr are becoming rare like 'Behcla'
(Ternrirralia bellerica),'Nagakesar'
(Maesua ferea), 'Tamalpatra'
(Cinnanronrunr zevlarricrrm),'Ilok'
(lJischolia ;avanica),'l(rrdraksha'
(Elaeocarptrs ganitrus), 'Hirda'
( i ernrrnaiara chebtrla),'t{anjartal
(lvlyris tica r\ ttenr.ra ta ), 'Acl r.rlsa'
(Adhakrda),'Nirgudi' (Vitax negurrdo)

Frcedont. I,'irst J anuat'v-Marc h 2001

ancl'Davbindu' (drosera indica).

Our sages have given details in
the Agnipuran, in a chapter called
'Pushpadhyaya Kathanam' names of
various flolvers, fruits ar.rd plants to be
offered to varions deities so that their
growth is continued and their utility
is also knorvn to generation to come.
Apart from the availability of valuable
plants, these Devrais are often the only
source of water. Geologists have said
tl'rat the presence of a large number of
undisturbed trees makes for good
grotrnd-wa ter storage.

During the filming of a docu-
rnentary, I had visited l)al De'vrai near
Gargoti village in Kolhapur dishict. This
Devrai covers five hectares of land and
the presiding deity is Goknatl'r. This
Devrai has a perennial source of lva-
ter all the year round for the entire vil-
lage population including their livestock.
'Bok' (Bischofia iavanical) tree in this
Devrai is the indicator of the lt'ater
sorlrce. At a number of places one can
see water oozing out from the earth.
Dr. Vartak and his team at the Agarkar
Research Institutc', Pune, have recorded
valuable statistics of this Devrai includ-
ing the girth of the splendid big trees
that required five adults to encircle with
both arms outstretched for tl're mea-
surernc'r'rt of the basc trtrnk.

Found in this Devrais are also
rare herbs. Several leaves and plants
have benefited patients srrffering from
illnesses ranging fronr common ailments
to crippling ones. One of our aucient
sages, Atharvan in a striderrt call, has

carrtirrrrccl trs: "I)/trirn lit('.s/rrtli t'nksltit" -

'Arr earth protected protects'. Life, ac-

cording to Indian tradition does not
regard mall as the sole master of the
lvorld. Each living thing on this planet
- animate or inanimate - has its own
part to play according to the lar.r' of
nature and we grcedy nren, better fol-
lon' this dicttrnr u'ell artd leartr to re-

store and prescrve Natrrre.

f\{R. PIII]N{ Vn ll)YA a docttlnentarl' filur
nraker with the Iilrns I)ivision (since
retired) can lre contacted at

p r cut va r ciy ateh o trrr a rl.cortt

I NYI' Ncn's Scrvicc 2(.).ti.2002
).1vakt'. l\'1:rrclr ll. 1976
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Why I'll Climb More Scaffoldi.g And Towers
Tenzing Tsundue

What lndia needs is clarity of thought and action which can be done only
by taking into account all facts and truths of the present and the past, and

chart a course of action for a great future.

Ouce, as a child, my parents past 40 years all n'e have been able
left me rvith nry grarrdparents rvhile to achieve is presenting the real Ti-
they rverrt for a nrovie to the next vil- bet as a collntry where real people
lage. They said I rvouldn't be able of flesl'r and blood live with sanre
to'tvalk back honre in the ni5;ht. So I capacity to feel pain and anger. We
broke the fanrily water pot. My irr- hat,e been able to demystify Tibet
tention rvas that of a protest rather from the clichdd notion of Tibet as
tlran to create a swanlp irr the Slmngri-La, where lamas walk twcr
kitchen. inches off the ground.

Last month (February 2003),
Zhr-r llongii, Prenrier of the People's
Republic of China, visited India. For
me the Big Brother of my erlelrly
country had come strolling nearby.
I wanted to tell him in his face "Get
out of my counhy", and the best rvay
to do that n'as to screanr. I clinrt-red
the scaffolding and reached the l4'r'
flcnr of the Oberoi Torvers n'here Zru
rvas addressing a conference of In-
clian diplomats and busiuess ty-
coous From there, I unfurled the Ti-
tretan National Flag, a red barurer
rvhich read 'FIIEE TItsET', flung in
the air 500 leaflets reasoning why
the protest, and shouted slogans. lrr
tro tintes, curtains were raised and
every lvindow on the entire floor had
Chinese faces looking at nre. I rvas

l)r'()ud to tr'At'r, the Tibetirn Nationirl
flag at theur. That one nroment is
n,orth it all. Luckily I dropped the
iciea t<l slap Zhu in the conference
r()onl. Later I n,rt)te this rvhile in
police custody:

'Hc zttos tnll
nrnrs akintbo
!ilit' tlrc Ear'rt'sf
I clintLtt'd tltt' Ettt'rttst
,1lr/ / ri',r.s /,i//,';
l\4y lnrrds irt:c'
-ilre'I'ibetan freetlonr strtr ggle

irr cxile Iras treen ntrre svmlrolic tharr
rtrttIr'trrttatitrnll .rs in ]'ibet. In tht''

But tl're freedom struggle
seems to have stopped growing from
the zenith of sympathy we reached
rvhen His Holiness the Dalai Lama
received the Nobel Prize for Peace in
'1989. Ever since the Tibetan Govern-
nrent-in-Exile started dealiug rvith
China from 1979, the Tibetan free-
dom struggle stopped being a mass
movement. Unless it becomes a pow-
erful mass rnovemeut, I don't believe
the exile governnrent can regain free-
donr for Tibet - dreamirrg of dialogue
rvith China. It's been 30 years, and
all we received is a set of unaccept-
able pre-conditions "to consider for
talks".

\Jp1v, twn railrvay lirres are
beirrg laid from northeastern Tibet to
L.lrasa. This rvill flrrorl Tibet rvith
Chiuese.rnd they rvill clrain the re-
s()rlrces; the rclof of the H,orld will
totter under its ecolclgical inrbalance.
Soon the Ganga, Brahmaputra,
Indus, Yangtze and Mekong will
flood with blood and corpses. The
he;rvy build-up of arms and nuclear
rurissile bases in Tibet cor.rldn't have
lreerr corrceiverl in tseiiing to use
against uuarnred Tibetarrs.

A genc'ral apathv or.'er Tibet
.rrr,l llris n()11-,1(-lio;1 "111r11-v1111.,111

frt:edonr stru ggle" is skrt.r'l)' kiIling
thc nrovcnrr'nt. Thotrgh cxotic Titret
sells irr the lVtst, tlrerc are lrardlv
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any takers u'hen it comes to tackling
the real issue. The issue is Indepen-
dence!

The next twenty years is a

crucial period for Tibet. This will see
the fate of Tibet decided: life or
death. Once the cenhe disappears tlre
periphery will be thrown iuto chaos.
The "non-violent and peaceful Tibet-
ans" will make one last desperate
act to survive as a people, as a civi-
lization. How violent rvill it be?

The very nature of the Tibetan
problem is political, and it has tt'r

have a political solution. We are
grateful to India for whatever help
and support she extended to us, but
if the Tibetan problem lras to be
solved she should support the free-
dom struggle.

Yesterday India fell for Chiua
rvherr Mao Zedong came with
"frierrdship ties", screarning " Hindi-
Cltini-tshai-Bhai", but later they
backstabbed India in 7962. Prime
Minister Nehru couldn't rvithstand
the shock. Today Zhu ltongji is ex-
terrding "econonric ties", screaurirrg
" LI i trd i- B ury - B uy -Cli n i" .

We have knclrvrr the Chinese
for long as a difficult neighbour. We
krtor.r' we are fightirrg a losing battle,
with the world given up on us. We
may perish, but for India it will leave
a carlcerous wound along its 3,500
knr pernranent border rvith China.

Will India wake u1-r to this
r,,,rlitr,2 lt is tirrr,.rve \r,r,rk,.tl to1'1,11t*t

for thr: Indel-rerrtlerr." ,t1 lihet atttl for
' ';,rlt' "l'l ' "- ': ' l' l 'l 

': lr l Jtr'J; '
Nlll.'ItrNZln!(; l'S;UNl)Ul: is a l'ibctrn
poct and activist of tlrc Tibehrn l;recdotn
S t rrrg,gl c.
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Globalisation, Forumsn Resistance and Another World!
A Volunteer's Views on the Happenings at the World Social Forum

Ronald Rebello

The World Social Forum
though covered widely and pro-
minently in almost every regional,
national and international media
was ignored by the Indian poli-
ticians. Such a gigantic socio-
political event, which invoked tl're
participation of over a lakh people
from 114 countries, was ignored by
them as another rights based
jamboree. While the chief minister
atleast visited the venue and was
gheraoed by the NBA activists the
'Mumbaiker' Bal Thackerey who
otherwise cornments on anything
and everything did not roar about
the event knowing fully well that his
'roar' was no nratch to the cries of
those ultra-activists for justice,
liberty, equality and a new world
free fronl fturdamentalism, patriarchy
and imperialism. And what hap-
pened to our 'public friendly' or
more appropriately'children
friendly' President? What prevented
him from even commenting about
the event which also prominently
focussed on children's rights, child
labour, trafficking?

The environment at the WSF
vellue was a huge litter of pamphlets
arrd plastics. The Parislur Bhaginis
(environment cleaners) of Stree Mukti
Sanghatna worked day and night
cleaning the mess. Whether they
could participate in the activities for
another world was hardly tl'rought
about. Likewise, the young boy
cleaning the public toilet had no clue
as to what was happening for
arrclther world. For him his world
ri'as to r^,'ork from morning 8-10 pm
rvith a salary of Rs.1000. In between
he would catch a glimpse of the
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masses or the cultural dances from
the toilet window!

Unlike the toilets at tlte venue,
which were kept clean by the
workers, the residents of Bangur
Nagar where the 12,000 upcountry
delegates were camping, grumbled
about the unclean and chocked
toilets witl'rout water.

Likewise, the air at tl're WSF
was chocked as it had become a

smoker's paradise with a large
nunrber of men and women snokers.
They forgot that another world
could have been possible atleast by
making it possible for their neigh-
bours to breathe, without diseases
caused by polluted air.

Out of the 650 parlia-
mentarians who were expected from
around the world for the world
parliamentary forum held at the SRP

grounds, only around 200-250
turned up. MPs from lndia, Pakistan,
Sweden and UK were present.
Prominent among the Indian MPs
attending, were Ram Vilas Paswan,
Ramdas Athawale, Abu Asim Azmi
and R. S. Gavai. Besides, there were
MLAs from Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal and Maharashtra.

The Tibetan representatives
were kept away from participating
in the parliamentary forum by the co'
ordinator of the Forum as he had to
"conform to the formal position of
many participatirrg countries".
However an outspoken parlia-
nrentarian denotrnced tltis openlv
(which received wide applause) at
the end of the first session after
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which the Tibetans were called in by
the embarrassed organisers.

Our Indian parliamentarians
were cool and at their usual best!
Like a cow chews his cud coolly, R.
S Gavai chewed his tobacco-supari
calmly, in style spat it on his hand
and threw the remnants on the floor.
Parliamentary habit! During lunch
time while the MPs of various
countries were mixing together our
Indian MPs preferred to remain
confined along with their cronies.
The MLAs from Bengal after lunch
enioyed their siesta with music from
the FM radios provided for
translation purposes.

The ambience of the venue was
quite imperial. The organisers of the
WSF who had prohibited the entry
of Coca-cola, Pepsi and other
multinational fast food joints at the
venue, on the principle that these
multinationals were exploiting tl're

people and the market, had
permitted a special stall serving
Coca-cola, Pepsi, Aquafina, Canada
Dry for the parliamentary forum!
Parliamentarians do not bear the
brunt of such companies. So there
could be an exception for them!

The Mumbai Resistance
Forum (MRD on the other hand was
not so crowded. I visited the first day
and the closing day just before their
nrarch left for Attgust Kranti Maidan.
I spoke to some of the stall owners
regarding their prefereuce and
intention of participating in the MRF
ratlrer tlran the WSF. The stall
owners whom l spoke to said that
they didn't want to ParticiPate in



the WSF as it was funded by dubious
organisations outside India with
some agenda in mind. When I asked
one of the stall owners (international
league of peoples struggle) what
would be their strategy in achieving
justice, equality and a new world
they said that it could be only
militant. To them, militancy meant
neither amred struggle nor bloody
revolution, nor it was peace, but a
struggle where they could fight back
if any one attacked them. They could
not define the meaning of militancy!
Call it defence or liberation or

revolution. While a couple of other
organisations did not agree with the
principle of an armed revolution they
did not participate in the WSF on the
sole principle that it was funded by
vested interests with an intention of
diverting attention from the real
problems. They averred that unlike
the WSF organisations who are
paper fighters, the participants in MR
are field fighters. They also expressed

concern that grass root organisations
in the WSF were unable to express
freely.

The students of the
revolutionary student forum (from
North East India) stated that they
did not participate in the WSF as it
was more like a fair without clear
objectives. According to them peace-
ful means were taken for granted at
times by the imperialists and
exploiters. One of them also emo-
tionally remarked "lf a mad dog
comes with an intention of biting
you, you cannot go and hug him or
oppose him by peaceful means. There
is no option but to silence him".

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM
The World Social Forum is not an organisation,

not a united front platform, but ...an open meeting place
for reflective thinking, democratic debate of ideas,
formulation of proposals, free exchange of experiences
and inter-linking for effective action, by groups and
movements of civil society that are opposed lo neo-
liberalism and to domination of lhe world by capilal and
any form of imperialism, and are committed to building
a society centred on the human person. (From the WSF
Charter).

The lirst WSF was held in Porto Alegre, Brazil, in
2001 and the response was overwhelming. About 20,000
persons from some 500 organisations participated. So,
it was decided that the WSF be held annually.

This is the 4th WSF and the theme is "Another
World is Possible". This is lhe biggest, maddest event
with some 1,20,000 persons from 120 countries
participating. lnspite of the multitude, there was great
discipline and the khakee (the police) simply had nothing
to do.

91 years old Capt. Lakshmi Sehgal, associate of
Subhash Chandra Bose presided over the inaugural
function. The co-president, V. P. Singh, former Prime
Mminister of lndia could not come due to illness. The
Chairman of the Reception Committee, Dr. Shanti Patel,
83 years old, former Mayor of Mumbai, Member of
Paliament and Union Leader made a mistake in his
welcome speech. He said during this century we will
ensure that we have a better world (obviously he forgot
that we were only 3 years into new century and there were
97 years more, when none of us would be present. Who
has the patience to wait for 97 years for a better world?
We want it today. We want it now.

The other speakers included Nobel Laureate Shirin
Ebadi (lran), Ahmed Ben Bella (Algeria), Chico Whitaker
(Brazil) one of the founders of WSF, Jeremy Corby, anti-

war Labour MP, Mustafa Barghouti (Palestine), Abduk al
Rekabhy (lraq), Arundhati Roy and Shabana Azmi from
lndia. The speeches were not inspiring. Whatever is known
was spoken. That America is a big bully, that lsrael is
building a wall, that lMF, WB, WTO should go. But no one
touched on how to do it. There was no keynote address.
There was no agenda, no vision, no leadership visible.

Delegates have come from 120 countries. Some
2000 media men have descended to cover the event.

Meeting halls can accommodate minimum 100
persons and maximum 8000. To cater lo the delegates,
110 stalls have been put up. Food is as cheap as Rs.20
(112 dollar) to as high as Rs.300 (6 dollars). Water bottles
were available for sale, but refill is Rs.S, which poor
participants and tribals can ill-afford and was inadequate.
The total cost for this extravaganza is Rs.10 crores (100
million rupees) and already there is a criticism that this
money has come from rich NGOs which get grants from
the MNCs.

Simultaneously, Mumbai Resistance is also being
held across from the WSF venue. There, about 10,000
delegates have registered. Mumbai Resistance is a motley
group of radical thinkers, NGOs working at the grass root
levels, communist parlies, etc. Police in mufti are keeping
watch on them. Mumbai Resistance and the critics say
that : (a) WSF is an ineffectual forum; (b) debates lack
consensus; (c) no clear strategies or solid alternatives;
(d) it can at best be dismissed as a large festival event.(e)
It is an ill-focussed talking shop.

Judging by the inaugural function and since I know
most of the organisers, speakers (those who spoke today
and those to follow), I would agree with the above criticism.

From a brief report by Dr. Leo Rebello oh the first day's
programme.
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The MRF had the
participation of the most poor and
marginalized. Prominellt repre-
sentations consisted of Dalits from
Tanril Nadu and Kamataka, people
from West Bengal and the North
East. There was also a rvord going
around that members of the pro-
Khalistan force had come to take part
in the MIIF forum. The issues at the
WSF ancl the MIIF rvere the same but
the strategies differed. The parti-
cipants at the MRF felt that no one
could attach a tag that peaceful
means are better than militant nearrs
clf revolt. It differs fron'r situation to
situation, person to person and
organisation to organisaticrn. The
slogarr of the participants in MRF
r,r'as "destroy imperialist world.
Build people's world"

Conrirrg to the common theme

of both the events, the hep lvord
goiug around since the late 1990s -
"Oppose globalisation", will not
lead us anywhere. Opposing glo-
balisation today has become a

fashion, rvith people being carried
alvay on the bandrvagon. They
forget that globalisation is not a new
pherromerrorr but as old as the 15tl'

century when Vasco da Gama carre
to India, which rvas the beginnirrg
of overseas trade. It is the impe-
rialism and exploitation happening
in the process of globalisation that
rreeds to be opposed. While some
take a stand of opposirlg evell
"l'rumanised globalisation", others
oppose "all forms of globalisation".
Opposition has become so rigid that
people are unaware of the original
concepts of globalisation - of
governalrce rvhereby a democratic
world governntent can be established

leading to globalisation of demo-
cracy; globalisation of justice with an
international criminal court
established for dispensing justice
globally; globalisation of world
decorum and order through world
law and constitution; globalisation
of dignity where a person front the
region of Afgharristarr or the Con6;cr
is clrr par with a person from the
region of America!

Let our motto be not to oppose
'all forms' of globalisation but
exploitation in the process of
globalisation. Let us propose
globalisatiotr of goveruance, peace,
justice and dignity as a nerv world
resolution, for anotl'rer world is
possible with this kind of
globalisatiorr!

MR. RONALD REBELLO can be cont-
acted at yoursfrankly@rediffmail.com

lndian Citizens of Foreign Origin
Mr. Soli Sorabjee, Attorney General of lndia, has opined

that "an lndian Citizen of Foreign Origin can hold high
office". (Meeting in the National Law School of lndia
University, Bangalore on 18'h May. His opinion, I am afraid
may hold good in certain exceptional cases.

"Many full-born and full-blown lndians can be more
unpatriotic than those born otherwise" is not at all a
relevanl issue here. Whether or not "the person is
honourable and trustworthy" can be known only after a
test case. But, by that time, there is a possibility of felony,
with disastrous consequences lo the country, itself.

To my mind, there can be only two exceptions. Firstly,
a person may enter this country as a child, grows here,
identifies and integrates fully with this country and, finally,
seeks citizenship. Secondly, a person may enter this
country as a missionary due to love of the country and
its people, seek its citizenship without dilly-dallying. There
is no harm in considering their case for "first class"
citizenship. All others should be denied the "first class".

Consider a person from country'A getting citizenship
of country '8". Suppose, there is a war between the two
countries. Will it not be impossible for the person to be
more loyal to country 'A" itself. Yes, "it is a matter of heart".
In his heart of hearts, he remains a citizen of 'A'.
Consciously or otherwise, he will try to help his
rioti reriand. Alattty ratc, tirere will at least be a coriflict irr

lris nrind leading to divided loyalty. ls it not dangerous

for country 'B'?

Take the case of our ladies who marry late. Already,
their mindset is towards their parental home. Hence,
invariably, they find it difficult, nay, even impossible to
integrate fully with the husband's kith and kin. Divided
loyalty! But, then, it is human nature.

Here is the case of a lady - not born in this country -

who married a person who happened to be an lndian.
Yes, "accident of birth". Only on that account, she entered
the country. But, then, she took a couple of years to seek
citizenship. That is to say, she was dilly-dallying in deciding
the issue - ltaly or lndia? Therefore, there was a conflict
in her mind. This cannot be the character of a strong mind.
Then, why should we take it for granted that she has her
heart fully here?

That is why many countries, like the USA, never confer
"first-class" citizenship on persons of foreign origin. As
a matter of abundant precaution, we too should adopt the
same policy. Even Caesar's wife should be above
suspicion. Persons of foreign origin should be, therefore,
denied certain high Offices.

I am glad that Mr. Sorabjee has no objection if any
person wanls lo raise the issue Hence, in fairness to

all concerned and in the interest of the State: our President

-qhotrld sepk lho Srrnrcrnp Cor.lrl'q npirrion

K. N. Krishna Prasad.
Mysore, Karnataka.
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Feedback on lreelou 7ir4 No.459

Hindu Econourics: Appears to be a

bela ted ancl inscrutable'same' said goal"
by that learned person rvhose Irante, if
I arrr right, means: "lover of the
country" Are the tn'o learned people,
cited in tl're footrrote alive to ansrr'er? I

tlo rttlt knorv n'hy contintrally colttnrtt
I line I or1 page 44 is bracketed rvith
an exclamation mark? I anr irrclined to
clo that for that! continttal aud
coutinuous have'got distinct usage aud
in the context of 'prices' it is correct to
trse 'c<lntintral'

Is Mahathrna Gandhi An Alien? I came
across a very strange approach fronr a

co-colllnlutcr on the Chennai Elc'ctric
train! We should take it as one more
nranifestation of the variegated httmau
nrind! In effect, he n'as trying to make
out that what impelled Gandhiji, after
his England education and larv practice
in a British dominion, Soutl'r Africa, to
return to lndia and start the freedom
struggle lvas akin to Chanakya; greatly
offended by the shabby treatment
nreted out to l'rim by the Nanda king,
lvho ptrlled him away fronr his seat at
a public feast, re'sulting in his hrft being
disarayed, this brahrnirr volved to tie
up his tuft only after clisloclging the
Nanda dynasty. So he did, by trairring
thr' Cupta clan in statecraft and armed
tactics, in their hideout in the lvoods.
The co-commuter wonld have us believe
that it was the parallel disgrace of being
throrvn out of the train compartment
in Africa by arrogant and colour
conscious Errglishmen that prompted
(,andhiji t() \\'agc a relentless strugglc
asainst thenr itr Indial I leave it to the
thinking of your esteenred readcrs.

Fcedback On FF458: I have been
"transplanted" to Mysore n'ithout my
conseut or even knowledge! Editor Itaju
kirrcily rrtrte! (l/re zoriter zulu't Iiues in
Gtultrurtttclrcrry irr Tanil Nndu antl uol

N{r'sorc - I:d.)

Ilanrrrath Cocnka Doughty Chanr-pion
()f I'rcss I:rccdonr: Shrrultl rrot lltl rVr'ip

Ittdintt Il.rl,rrss Mnnar;t'rnt'nt think of
in;lrlttlinl; .rtt \rtrrrJ l,.r rlatttttllss
iotrrnalists ()r ltc\\'s-Papt'rs? Or is tltt're
onr' alrt'aclv rvlrich I havc rcgrcttablv
trri:srrl to nott'. lrvill stand collcctt-r1!

Euthanasia f)cbatc: An across the grairr
vieu' is that this euthansia is another
facet of essential lrtrmatr selfishness!
Wl'rile active arrd afforclable, do lve care
about the sufferings of othe'rs? Otrce rr'e

strffer a serious ailmcnt there is none
to help aucl u'e do rrot u'attt to ettdttrc
suffe'ring and call it tluits! All pltilosophy
and religious commartdments, sin of
previous birth et nl simply vanish!

Creating Scientific Outlook: Hinduism
or any other religion, if practised
properly, is scientific. Take the Hindu
practice of fasting on Ekndasi, every
fourteen clays, and partaking food

stools c,asier!

A Theme For 2004:has set me thinking,
and I am trnable to pinpoint one at the
rnoment. Is it eradication of AIDS by
virtnt'rus living tlr curbirrg corruption by
developing contentedness of mind or
a general tttning ttp of trttr lift' :t;'lt'at
home, in society and the workplace,
equivalent to the high level of
performance from our cricket team and
make us mad at ourselves at our
infractions as rve do n'ith a missed catcl'r
or a badly l'rit bourrdaryl

N. DIIARMESHWARAN can be reached
on nalesand200l@yahoo.conr

early tl're follorving day-
break; As a result of
the fasting, the bloocl
sugar u'ould have
come dorvn ! "The
variety of grecns
cooked and consumed
on tlre dzL,ndasr/n day
(a f ter the previous
ekadasi fast) is called
"tlltatlti Kcrni" and is
known to be rich in
blood sugar!" A Vedic
verse says, "Anirnals
rvith holes in their ear
lobes are nranrnrals"
Now this puts Man,
and the nnsuspected
Bat and Whale, in the
same group! What
Science!"

The practice of Brah-
mins to tie their sacred
thread arounrl tltrir
right ear lobe, n'hile
going to the privy has
a very scientific reasotr
behind. It is not jtrst to
nrake sure that the
sacredness of the
thread is rrot lost in the
tt>ilet. A nerve t,nding
oi tlre vagus nctttork
is at that l.roint and
rvlretr l)r'('\strr'(' is
applieci bv thc knottirrg
, rf [lrr's,rr r t'tl llltari tlrt'
irnprrlst: travcls to thc
larger intestitre atrtl
nrakes tlre pas5;11;1' 1.l1

A Poem for Computer Users over 40

A Computer was something on TV
From a science fiction show of note
A Window was something you hated to clean
And Ram was the father of a goat.

Meg was lhe name of my girlfriend
And Gig was a job for the night
Now they all mean different things
And that really Mega Bytes.
An Application was for employment
A Program was a TV show
A Cursor used profanity
A Keyboard was a piano.

A Memory was something that you lost with age
A CD was a bank account
And if you had a 3-inch floppy
You hoped nobody found out.
Compress was something you did to the garbage
Not something you did to a file
And if you Unzipped anything in public
You'd be in jail for a while.
Log On was adding wood to the fire
Hard Drive was a long trip on the road
A Mouse pad was where a mouse lived
And a Backup happened to your commode.
Cut's what you did with a pocket knife
Paste you did with glue
A Web was a spider's home
And a Virus was the flu.
I guess I'll stick to my pad and paper
Ancl lhe Memory in my head.
I hear nobody's been killed in a Computer craslr
Rlt when it happens they wish they were dead

Autlror Unktrown - From the lnternet
Contributed by Mr. CYrus Guzder
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The Perils of a Criminal Retrial
Nitin G. Raut

Nowhere under the criminal law is it stated that witnesses turning
hostile is a ground for retrial.

The accltrittal of the accused
in the Best Bakery Case (BtsC) has
stirred np al1 uproar in a.manner as
if it was tl-re first time in the l'ristory
of criminal jurisprudence that
rvituesses had turned hostile! It led
to certain NGOs arrd the National
Iluman Rights Commission to file a
Special Leave Petition in the Supren're
Conrt under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India against the
order of acquittal of the accused in
the BBC and ask for transfer of cases

or"rtside Gujarat even before the time
to file the Criminal Appeal had
expired.

The Gujarat Government did
prefer the Crimirral Appeal being the
remedy available under the law. The
Supreme Court not satisfied with the
grounds adopted in the Criminal
Appeal directed the State of Gujarat
to antend the Crimiual Appeal. The
sanle rvas thereafter duly amended
as per the directions and require-
rurerrts of the Supren're Court. Tl're
Cujarat High Court heard the
Crinrinal Appeal arrd upheld the
acquittal of the accused in the BBC.
(The full text of the judgement is
Irorvever rrot availalrle at the tinre of
going to the l)ress). There was alsc'r

au iudiscrinrinate deurand fclr retrial
of the BBC made by the NGOs arrd
the NHIIC.

Therefore the circunrstaltces
under which a retrial can be ordered
requ ires exanrirra tion.

Under Sectiou 37tt of the
Crinrirral I)nrcedure Code (CI'C), the
lligh Court is invested u'ith the
,rirp6'll,1te 1rp1f i,1 q ip tlre .'1,1,111 1rI

acquittal. It carr also set aside the
orrler of accltrittal a rrd order corr-
victiort btrt tlr.rt can also be dr'trre

onlv on the basis of evidence
recorded by the trial court. This is
because the trial court is the court
rvhich has the benefit of seeing the
witness in the rvitness box. It is thus
clear that in the everrt of acquittal or
convicticln, there is provision urrder
the larv for appeal agairrst the
acquittal or corrviction.

The question of rehial came in
for detailed scrutiny by the Supreme
Court u'hile dealing rvith the
revisionary polvers of the High
Court to order a retrial in Akalu Ahir
and Ors., Appellarrts vs. Ramdeo,
Re'sponderrt (AIR 1973 Suprenre
Court,245) Justice I. D. Dua sitting
on the Bench prresided over by Justice
K. K. Mathew, while dealing with the
issue of retrial has held that "...
normally retrial should not be
ordered trnless there is sonre
in f irnr i ty rerrdering the tria l
defective". The Leamed Judge obser-
ved, "The object of linriting the right
of appeal against tl're order of
acquittal to the State Govemmerrt rvas

to ensure that such appeals are filed
only when there has been mis-
carriage of justice arrd not wherr
irrspirerl bt' r,incl ictivel1ess". Justice
Dua has pointedlv observed that, "lt
is onlf irr glaring cases of iujustice
resultirrg frolrr some violatiorr of
fundauretrtal principles of lalv by the
trial court in the course of trial, that
the High Court is emprowered to set
aside the order of accluittal and direct
the retrial of the acrltritteci accused
pers()r.I" aud such p()wer "shorrlcl be
cxercise d irr cxccl'rtiorral cascs irnrl
u'itl'r great care ancl cautiorr. 'Irials
;ll'r, ll{}l lr' lrr' li(tlrllv ru't ;tsirlt, rvlr,'n
sltclt ordt'rs (:'xfr()st' the acctrsed
pers()ns to a fresh trial rr'ith all its
ctrttsetluerrtiaI h.rrassentent".'flrere-

It'rccdotrt I"irst,lattttctry-trlorch 2()01

fr.rc. there arc linritations irr tlr.r
Court's jurisdiction to interfere with
an order of acquittal and if exercised
it should be only in exceptional cases
when "there is glaring defect in the
procedure or there is a manifest error
on the point of lalv and consequently
there has been a flagarant mis-
carriage of justice". The Court also
cautioued that "ordering retrial"
should rrot be an indirect methcld of
converting acquittal into otre of
conviction.

Thus it can be seen that
although retrial is permissible under
the Indian crinrinal justice systent,
the renredy of retrial is to be exer-
cised rarelv if there is marrifest error
and glaring defect in procedure or
there is grave error on point of law
and on both grounds there is mis-
carria5;e of jtrstice, i.e. the accused
who rvere really guilty were
acquitted.

The BtsC where the accused
are acquitted does not fall within the
parameters laid in the aforesaid case
and the reasons set out therein.

It should not be forgotten that
irr au ofience urrder tlte crinrinal lan,
at stake is the life and liberty of a

person. Under the crinrinal law the
accused is presumed to be innocerrt
till proverr guilty. Acquittal fortifies
such innocerrce. Can such a perverse
demand for retrial be allowed to turtr
the pnrces of law cln its head by
convertirrg accluittal into a cotr-
viction. Such nrotivated clenrand for
retrial n,ill nrake a nrockerv ttf
crir.ninal justice. If retri;rl is ordered,
rvhile t,r,irlt'n,'r' lr:ls l-rt'ett itlre;ttlv
recorried in the first trial, it will
strike at tlte roots of the Doctrine of
Dotrtrle jr'opitrrl-\, trtrder Article 20(2)
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of the Constitution of India.

Article 20 of the Constitution
reads as under:

20(1) No person shall be convicted
t'rf any offence except for violation ctf

a larv in force at the tinre of the
commission of the act charged as an
offence, nor be subject to a penalty
greater thau that which might have
been inflicted under the latv in force
at the time of the commission of the
offeuce.

(2) No person shall be prosecuted
arrd punished for the same offerrce
nrore tharr orrce.

(3) No person accused of any
offence shall be compelled to be a
rvitness against himself.

Under Article 20(2) of the
Constitution, llo person shall be
prosecuted arrd punished for the
same offence more than once. In
short, it expounds tl're Doctrine of
Double Jeopardy viz, that no person
shall be tried twice for the same
offence after the prosecution and
punishment. There is a view held
that this Doctrine will not be
applicable lvhere there is acquittal,
brrt everr if this be so, retrial canllot
[-re the re'uredy rvhere there is a

provision for ap;'real. Our Corrsti-
tution thus bars a second trial for the
same offence. The protection against
double jeopardy is also enshrined in
the Corrstitution of the United States
of Anrerica. The U.S. Constitution not
orrlY prohibits sc'cond ;rrrnishnrerrt
but also a secrurd trial under the Fifth
Anrendnrent.

Even the power of retrial
vested rvith the Ilrternatiorral
Criminal Court urlder Article 81 is
lirrrited in its nature. Article 14(7) of
the Intenrational Coverrant on Civil
and I'olitical Itights states:

"No one shall be liable to tre
trictl ot' ptrttislretl .rgairr ftlt .ttt
o[l.ettce for ivlricli he has alre:rclV
Lreerr luirri/y eottvrtled ()r (rrrlurtlcLi ilr
accolclatice rvil.h the lan, arrd penal
pr()ceLlurL' oi eacli c()ulrtry". 'flre ke_y'

,]6

is "finally" because acquittal by a

tried court is not final. Therefore
under the Irrdiarr criminal law
systenl, there is an appeal provided
agaiust acquittal or conviction to the
High Court which in effect is a final
court of appeal. If any party is
aggrieved by the order of the High
Court, it is by way of special leave
to the Supreme Court which is only
a Court of Special Jurisdiction.

Irr the BBC, the ostensible
concern of some NGOs and the
English media is a dangerous
attenrpt to subject sollleone to a

vigilante style of public trial without
accountability. By launching a

media blitzkreig the trial is sought
to be politicised with a distinct
ideological slant. In such all
eventuality, the likelihood of an
innocent beirrg purrished by sheer
force of events driven by public
campaign rather than by judicial
process, will sabotage the foun-
dations of the Rule of Law.

Iu Errgland also, similar
campaigns have occurred against
acquittals of some Irish Republican
Army bombers, completely over-
looking the judicial systelrls and the
remedies available thereunder
agaiust acquittal clr conviction.
Therefore judicial systenls have to be
cautious and circumspect on the
issue of retrial demanded by vested
interests and media outcry. In
Englarrd too, it is a considered view
that in case of certain acquittals, tl're

l'rt,ss is responsible ior prc'juclicial
reporting rvhich are considered as

canrpaigrrs to influerrce iudicial
process. Therefore a fair trial - the
bedrock of arry iudicial system - is

one thiug but a rehial is no substitute
for a fair trial. It will strike at the root
of the basic right of equality before
tlre larr'.

Therefore, the strident
clcnrrrrtl fr.r rctriitl of the IJIJC nratle
l.')' certair.r NCOs and the Nl-lRC is
,i ill, iiIt. l .l:.r'e,r.::.1 l.' ilr. i.i -'..i-t;,.
l.ricl clorvn b1'l.irv or as to thtl
c()r'rsc(luelrces tlrirt rvtrulcl follon' irt

Frccdottt First,Jattucn't'-l{arclt 2004

the event of retrial, more so, in a
criminal trial. Nowhere under the
criminal law is it stated that
witnesses turning hostile is a ground
for retrial. Such demand for retrial
strikes at hte root of fundamental
rights rvhich forrns the core of the
"basic structure" of orlr
Constitution.

If this be the position in lavr'.
consider the implications of a retrial
in the context of cases like the
acquittals in the BBC. It will rrot just
open a pandora's box but rvill wreck
havoc in the dispensation of criminal
justice. A bad precedent will be set
as any aggrieved party in a crimirral
case will then be at liberty to
demand retrial by retracting the
earlier testinony on grounds of
alleged threats as is claimed in the
BBC or for reasons of some extra-
neous consideration. A retrial will
be a license to a witness smarting
under the acquittal of an accused irr
the first trial to give testimony in a

n'lanner as to plug the lacunae in the
earlier evidence or give it dia-
metrically contrary evidence
resulting in conviction of that
accused in a retrial for the very same
offence he or she was acquitted
earlier. Such witness as il'l the BBC
will become a puppet in tl're hands
of vested interests who selectively
activate themselves to justify their
political prejudices. Can the
testimony of such witnesses be
considered credible in the eyes of the
law? Can a rvitrress like Zaheera irt

the BBC, kept in the custodl,of sttclr
NGOs and Page Three coffee shop
elites be corrsidered au independettt
wituess? Can criminal justice be
dispensed as sought to be mani-
pulated by such NCOs, and the
accused be tried for the secoud tiure
for the sarne offence although
accluitted earlier?

MR. NITIN RAUT is a lawYer and a

rnerrttrrr trf tlrc Atl ,,'isory lloard of
Frecdonr I;irst.



DEMOCRACY AND THE LIMITS OF MINORITY RIGHTS
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This volun're deals with some
of the important problems exercising
the minds of legal arrd political
experts and academic thinkers and
rvriters in the country today. As the
author claims in her Introduction,
tl're central aim of her book is to
demonstrate the internal link
betrveen human rights and
c-lemocracy. The latter entity is
characterised by the principles of
equality and autonomy of
individuals within the State.

The author makes it clear that
defining human rights is not easy in
the absence of objective,
clenronstrable criterii'r for the
cietermination of their validity.
Setting or-rt the different schools of
thought that have addressed
themselves to these issues, she
reaches the long-established
corrclusiorr that a right is 'what
thinking makes it sc'r'.

Expli1i1111.r* the inrportartce of
rlenrocracy in relation tcl rights in the
present Inclian corltext, the autl'ror
rightly emphasises the need to
recognise the linritations of majority
rule. Otherwise, under an over-
siurplif ied version of
'tnajoritarianisnr', nrinorities rnay not
[.t: able to exercisc. their lt'gitinrate
rights and realise their asl.rirations
,rt st'li-fulfilrrrt'rrt. ln ort'lt'r to gir,'t'

nrirroritir's their cltre place as an
itrl"rlrll I.;r1t rrf tltr' r.r'lilY slr', rr', "tl, l

l)r'bfcr the rvord'plr"rralitarian' to
'rrrajoritarian' to ciescribe the nature
ol. nrociern I ncl ia n clenrocr.tc\,.

Under the chapter entitled
'Freedom of Conscience or of
Choice', the author argues that such
freedon'r should be understood as

belonging to individuals rather than
to groups, consistently witl'r tl're
criteria of equality and autonomy.
Elaboratirrg the theme in the context
of the current controversy between
'secularists' and'traditionalists'
viewpoints, she provides an
interesting discussion of the ideas of
several well-known tl'rinkers on the
subject. She makes a further
distinction between religious rights
and cultural rights such as those
relating to language. She suggests
that rvhile the former should pertain
to individuals arrd not to groups, the
latter should be accorded to groups.

In the following chapter on
'Multiculturalism and Identity
Politics', the author discusses the
Bharatiya Janata Party's slogan of
'one rlation, one culture, one people'
in relation to its roots in Western
liberal thought based on takirrg the
culturally hontogeneous uatiolr-state
for granted. Today's world view
treing quite different, the inevitability
of different ethnic and national
groups co-existing within a nation
has to be accepted. The implications
of this contenrporary'factor are'

discr,rssecl in great cletail lvith
rt ierrrnce to tltc libcral, lef t arrd
fundallentaI positions assutned by
ir,l l,'11,1'v'q "f , I i Il-t,r'.'rr I i,Jr','lor' ir's

Fixanrining the various
prtrvisiorrs of orrr C-ortstitrtti<rn ftlr
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the protection of minority and
cultural rights, some under
'fundamental rights' and others
elsewhere, such as in Articles 330 to
342 and 370, the author would like
the Indian Union to be described as
a multi-national, federal State. She
also makes a number of suggestions
in matters pertaining to the
multiplicity of languages which
deserve serious consideration.

Under the catching title, 'ls
there a Right not to Work?', one
chapter is devoted to a somewhat
speculative theory of the feasibility
of providing a certain minimum of
economic rvelfare to all citizens,
irrespective of their wealth or irtcome
arrd leaving it to their cltoice
rvhether to work for urore than this
minimum. A number of established
notions will have to be discarded in
pursuit of this new ideology and it
may change the entire perspective of
rights and tl're problems of
expltlitation, rvlrt,ther basecl otr caste

or gender. The author rvould like tcr

start on this rrovel idecllogical
enterprise by al'l attemPt to
conceptualise the possibility of
instituting a universal basic income.

Moving on to a discussion of
individual rights itr the global
c()ntext, tlte author er.rrphasises the
i lrt rtt e rt se itup<r r t a tr ce of
ettt,inuurteutal fackrrs wltich nrust Lre

\.i('r,\,crl .ls crossittil tratittrral
botttrdaries, IJere slte takes her ctte

frotn the philostlphv of Mahatura
Canclhi n,lttr stressecl pltlralisr.rr in
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all fields of life as also in the value
systems. She expresses surprise that
there is hardly any mention of
environmental rights in our
Constitution in spite of so many
Garrdhians in the Constituent
Assembly. However, it must be
observed that our Constitution is not
unique in this respect. The
a\vareness of the need to prevent a

degradation of the environment ort
a global basis is a comparatively
recent phenomenon. But we are not
far behind others in thinking about
the environmental rights of those
affected by such projects as the
Narmada River dam. No doubt there
will be much more analytical, critical
arrd constructive thinking on the
subject in the years ahead.

In the seventh and last
chapter of the book, the author
makes certain suggestions for a

revision of the Constitution in order
to bring about a greater degree of
federalism in the working of our
democracy. Very briefly, she would
like the Rafya Sabha to be an
effective representative of the States
on the lines of the U.S. Senate. She
also pleads for the setting up of a

Presidential Council to which, and
not to the Central Cabinet, the
President should be responsible. The
Governors of States should also.be
responsible to this Council rather
than being nere agents of the Central
government.

Whatever the merits of these

suggestions, the reviewer firmly
believes that the basic question in the
working of our democracy today is
not that of structural reforms but of
creating a sufficiently wide
consensus driving the political
functionaries to work honestly for
the establishment of a just and
equitable economic and social polity.
With the feudal mindset of both the
rulers and the ruled, that is exhibited
everywhere, importance has to be
given primarily to educating the
people to adopt a rational approach
to all questions affecting them. So far
as adopting such an approach in the
field of human rights is concerned,
the book under review may prove to
be a valuable contribution to the
process of such education.

WESTERN MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH IN
COLONIAL BOMBAY, 1845-1.895

by
Mridula Ramanna

Published by
Orient Longman, 3-6-272, Himayat Nagar, Hyderabad 500 029

Year of Publication:2002. No. of pages: 270.Pice: Rs.550

Reviewed by
R. Srinivasan, retired professor of Political Science,

Mumbai University, and Associate Editor, Freedom Firct

Tl're last few decades have
witnessed novel approaches to the
study of history and the steady
stream of monographs and books
has totally altered both our
perspective and understanding of the
subject. Little explored sources have
been exploited and new emphases
underlined. For instance, oral
history, has made us modify our
older faith in written records.
Wouren's problems and perspectives
again have made us qualify our
earlier simplistic understanding of
our social structures.

Equally inrportant has beerr a

fairly new field - that ot colonial
nredicine and its dontains. A whole
nerv school of historians have made

us aware of totally unknown
dimensions of theories and practices
of medicine, whicl'r has broadened
our understanding of disease and
individual well-being. Like the
railways, modern medicine after
initial reservations, was one of the
most successful of the contributions
of the British rule, notwithstanding
the Mahatma's observations.
However, there have been criticisms
of modern medicine and health
measures as contributing to an
unfeeling exercise of coercive
authority by the colonial powers arrd
a total indifference and contenrpt for
feelirrgs of distrust and oppositiorr
to state nleasures. It certainly was
exercised on behalf of an elite that
was eager to expand its reach and

callous of the privations of the
affected. Tilak and his followers more
than a hundred years ago, no less
than Foucault and his disciples,
have emphasised this aspect of the
drive for more power and indif-
ference to the citizenry, particularly
the vulnerable.

It should be remembered (and

F. Sherwood Taylor's Century of
Science, 194L, w ell documents this)
that even in the leading cities of
England, health, cleanliness and
disease in mid-nineteenth century
werc not far better than itr Bclmbay
then. If the i. J. Hospital founded in
1845, only a decade eariier, irad
measures for improveurent in health
began in London itself.
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This book is a pioneering The area later known as philanthropists such as Wadia who
monograph in the chronicling of the Bombay was l'lotorious for its urged for a hospital in Kurla i. 1g56.
development of medicine, medical general insalubriousness and The government was not eager to
practice artd public health issues authorities were eager for the defray expenses for the running of
covering half a cenlury from the mid- establishment of hospitals and hospitals for they wanted the people
eighteen forties. It looks at medical something like one was founded as to be self-reliant rather than depend
developmentfroma regionalpers- early as 1668. Yet a full-fledged upon the State. The governrnent,
pective rvith special emphasis ou hospital had to wait till 1843 when however, often shared the expenses
Bombay and its envirorrs. While its the munificence of Jamsetjee of the hospitals large ar.rd imall.
focr.rs is orr the development of Jeejeebhoy initiated the proposal of Private dispensaries too were rtrn.
medicine and public health, it is also a hospital (started in 1845) and this While the senior positions were witlr
simultaneously al'r accoullt of was to remair.r the largest in westerrr the British, the running of the
tsombay, its elite and public I1dia. It was tfte city's fiospital ald hospitals was then the respolsibility
institutions. The rapid development had a deserved reputation. of the lew batcl.res of graduates of
of an Indian nledical profession, its the Grant Medical College. The J. J.highcompetence,itscapacitytohold Bon'rbay was exceptio,latfy Hospital was followed by the
its own with expatriates, its fortutrate irt having a galaxy of both Obstetric Institute; later the Cowasji
pioneering moves in the pursuit of Ildian aud Westeru 

, 
doctors. Jehangir Ophthalmic Hospital, still

its vocation and public health issues Andrew Leith, T. G. Wei_r. Jo-hn utt"r t"n" Goculdas Tejpal Hospital.
front a distinct Indian perspective, Lumsdaiue were important. Hewlett In all these, the native co^tribution
its confidence in promoting Indian was credited in gradually and donatio. was significantly
medical associations, founding of establishing a model administration striking. Besides these, there were
professiorral bodies all testify to a of health. Leer had long innings as others"too, one exclusively for the
vibrantmedicalcommunityrisingup medical officer arld occupied a Europearrs.
to its responsibilities with a variety of positions. Charles
comnrendable spirit. It also narrates Merchant who established the Grant While the first two chapters
thedevelopmentof publicconscious- Medical College was highly examine in detail the medical
ness reflected in newspapers ever regarded. All these were prolific practitioners and tl're hospitals,
alert to criticise the civic autl'rorities authors of valuable medical tomes. Sanitary Policy is treated adequately
and praise them rvhen deemed fit. Indian doctors who graduated from in the third chapter. The estab-
The period also witnesses the bold the Grant Medical College by 1851 lishment of tl're Conservancy Board
staud takerr by a nunrber of public occupied middle level positions in in the city was ahlost simultarreous
figures such as Mandlik offering an the medical administration arrd poor to tl'rat of the J. J. Hospital. The
alternative position to that of the remuneration compelled thenr to creationof tl'reHealthDepartn'rentin
ruling orthodoxy. Besides chronic- resort to priva te practice. They 1865 found T.G.H. Hewlett as Health
lirrg this, the author l'ras delved into studied indigenous medicines too, Officer whose Herculean task is
tl're issues of the Hindi Punch and wereactiveinbringingoutjourrrals, recounted in detail. Scavenging,
extractedcontenlporaryobservatious authoring papers and forn'ring clearing of refuse were tackled by
and sallies on problems relating to societies. They were not supercilious the same departrnent. The response
public health and governmental to irrdigenous medical wisdom and of lrrdian public opinion was both
irctiotr. I'ublic opiuiolr r.r'as eqttallV rvhere possitrle they tried to critical and supl'rortive. Criticisnt
critical of what they regarded to be experiment with them. The popu- was that while European quarters
tlte extravagaltces of the civic larity of vaccination was mainly due were taken care of in an exemplary
corporatiorr. The public was not to to tire exemplary service of Or. lllanner, the Indian sections were
patronise the new medical systetn as Dukhale. Though malty Indians inexcusably rreglected, a charge
it fourtd it too expensive and preferred private practice, they were made time and again. The founding
preferred succour in rrative remedies ulro rynlputhetic to the poor aird ran of the Tulsi and iansa water workl
tharr put itself into urrknown hands. dispensaries for them. Sonre of the were two r>f the irnportant public
Superstitious and folk wisdonr lvith mgst popular paltes r,r,ith t\e prublic i1povati111s. T[e lrrdial pr,rblic was
Iittle godlings in charge clf familiar were thgse qf Sakaralr Arjutr, Atpra- critical of what it regarded as
attd tttrfatniliar nraladies also kept ranr P;rntlrrrarrg Tarkadkar, tlre Daji extrrrval,,arrt.e arrcl everr an officer of
thenraway Fromwhattheyperceived Brothers, llhatavdekar and Dr. pr()velt cornpgtgll6g was criticisec.l .

as lrelv farrgled al'rrrroat-hes. (Af ter ! i.:h,)a f'orruPtir-.rt rr;as allr:ge,l agairrst srrtrrt'
all the deoi rvas rrot anceied by the ciyic c6iefs a1d t5e extrelrelt'fiigh
indifferenceof herchilciren). All these The exartrple of Janrsetjee taxes r.lt hcruses resetrted. Tir.rre and
rrrerrarrate'c-lintheclifferentchapters. Jeejeebhol'n,as taken up b1r 1)1he1 again, Crarvforcl , the Municipal
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Commissioner, rvas the target of the
attack.

Smallpox and cholera were
trvo diseases that were tackled rvith
determination. While some of tl're
officers such as Hewlett had a

comrnendable role in containing this,
there rvere others sucl'r as Cunrrin-
gham of the IMS whcl had nostrunls
ill thought of and were tyrannical in
pursuing their rvays and this was
to last as late as the last two decades
of the nineteentl'r celltury. Farrciful
theories dominated and it took a

wl'rile to establish the importar-rce of
wholesome water supply. Rapid
attempts at recording births and
deaths rvere urrdertaken and the
fanrine of 1876 had its own to
contribute to the proliferatior"r of
disease what rvith llunerous victims
of the famine (already in precarious
health) moving to Bombay and

exacerbating the problem. A cl'rapter
examines the Contagious Diseases
Act designed mainly to protect the
health of the armed forces and free
them of venereal diseases.

In a country notorious for its
neglect of women, it is heartening to
read of the attenticln paid to tl'reir
health headed bv the philanthropist
Sorabji Bengali and George Kit-
teridge. Almost all who mattered in
the city contributed to the
establishment of the Cama Hospital.
Gradually the end of the 19tr'century
saw women successfully completing
their medical studies and the
dedicated among them (not a small
number) ran this institution. Later,
other benefactions led to the
fourrding of other exclusive
hospitals for women; children's
health too was attended to.

The end of the lgth century
saw tl're Indian nledical profession
coming irrto its own with profes_
sional bodies in the different cities.
They were active and a nurnber of
Indian doctors opposed tl.re retention
of the semin-rilitary character of the
Indian Medical Service. They raised
funds for sending their
representative to Lorrdotr to give
evidence to the Welby Commission
on public expenditure in India. The
British press commended the
reconrmendations rnade before tl-re
Commission by Dr. Bahadurji.

The wide reading that has
gone into the writing of the book is
evident in almost every page. Many
original sources have been obviously
used. It is to be hoped that this very
useful book will be followed by a
sequel.

iurd RLrralDereLpnent

'THE BANASKANTHA ANt)
KUTCI1 EXPERIEnNCE

Grassroots movements, like
the Self-Enrplo_ve.l lVonren's Asso-
ciatiou (SEWA), play an important
role in prontoting arrd sustaining
empowermerrt of woltlen in the
poorer sections of the society, both
at tlre urban and rural levels. 'SEWA
Moaement and Rural Deuelopment, tlte
Banaskantha and Kutch Experience'
bv Daniel \,V. Cromlell is a

significant sequel to the work of
Kalinta Bose, 'Where Wor.rren are
l-eaclers', which clealt lvith the SEWA
ltrrrvenrerrt rn Ahnredabad. Writing
iu arn anec-dotal and flowing style,
Cnlnrwell brings clut the essentially
integrated approach of SEWA to

THE SEWA MOVEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
THE BANASKANTHA AND KUTCH EXPERIENCE

ByDaniel W. Cromwell

Published by
Sage Ptrblications India Pvt. Ltd.,B-42, Panchsheel Enclave,

New Delhi 100 017
Year of publication: 2003 No.of pages: 237. Price: Rs.280

Reviewed by
Dr. Malathi Ramanathan, teaches in the Department of History,

University of Mumbai.
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Movement i

capacity and organization building,
to sustainatrle developrnrent ancl tcr

prorrision of employment oppor-
tu ni ties to th e wonlell in
Banaskantha and Kutch.

What becomes increasingly
evident as one reads through the text
is how SEWA had to adapt and
change its origirral rt'ork patterns, as

follclrved in Ahmedabad, to strit the
rr.rral crlnditions. The village woltlelt,
rnostl-y illiterate ancl isolatecl fronr the
u'a\rs of tht, r.r'<rrld, were collcell-
tually eorrs away l'rom the SBWA
activists and comrrrunity organizers.
Yet, they had driving c-lemancls atrd
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needs, living as they did on the
friuges oI povertv. They also pils-
sessed certain skills, capable of being
developed, to promote their eco-
nomic and social well-being. This
book narrates the story of their
progressive interaction, partici-
pation and identification with the
SEWA nlovement, to the enrichment
and sa tisf action of both the
mclvenreut and its pronloters as well
as tlrese w()nren of FJanaskantha atnd

Kutclr. Auotlter fact enrergirtg lrottt
this studf is hon'SEWA provided
effective linkages with the goverrl-
lnent progralllmes in its attenrpt to
satisfy the neecls of the couturttuitv
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nlembers. It is the coordinated
efforts of SEWA and the active
participatiou of tl're rr-rral won'ren tl'rat
tclgether brought about many of the
sLlccesses of the velttLlres for rural
development.

The first five chapters of the
book deal rvith the activities of
SEWA irr Banaskantha and Kutch
n'ith regard to rvatershed deve-
loprmerrt, reforestatiorr, saIt farming,
dairy and craft co-operativisur,
fodder security system, artisarr
support and rural nricro-finance.
Each one of tl'rese n'as begurr to
tackle probleurs faced by rural
wonrell and it was demand driven
and need based. Starting with doing
an inrpact study on the Indo-Dutch
n'ater supply scheme in Banaskantha
irr 7989, SEWA became fully
involved in the watershed prog-
ranrnle, briuging in collective
involvement of the villagers con-
cerned. The Banaskantha DWCRA
(Development of Women and
Clrildrerr in Rural Areas) Mahila
SEWA Association's (BDMSA)
efforts at rairr rvater harvesting
resulted irr a year-rour-rd supply of
u'ater, thereby freeirrg rvomen front
fetching rvater frclm very long
clistances and inrproving sanitation
and hygiene. SEWA's programme for
tree production through trainirrg
rvonlell to grow saplings arrd sell
their trees to Guiarat State Women's
Developmerrt Corporation (GSWDC)

ratr into obstacles that had to be
()\/erc()l)re, iike the priority to sell the
government forestry saplings rather
thau those of wornen's cooperatives
and larrd lease restriction to three
years, without guararrtee of exten-
sion of those leases, while at least a

nrinimum of ten years was needed
for the trees to grow. Enabling to get
fair" p-rrice for gtrm collection arrd
planting clf gum trees were under-
taken. Wonren errgaged irr salt-
farnring lorrned cooperatives artd
rvitlr tht: collateral of grout-r su;rlrort
arrd SIIWA backing, thev rvere able
to get bank loans to dig bore-rvells
rrrrcl purchase diesel ;ruurps to

.t.)

irrcrease salt productiorr, without
having recourse to moneylenders.
Dairy and craft production was
prornoted by SEWA to provide
sustainable employnrent. Womeu
had been, till then, excluded from
membership rvithirr the dairy
cooperative, though they were
significant partl'lers in the dairy
production cycle, doing jobs like
cleaning the animals, collecting
fodder and milk. SEWA succeeded
in establishing severr all-women
dairy cooperatives, which later rvent
on to get nlany achievenent awards
to their credit. Provisions were nlade
for a powdered milk production
plant and for obtainirrg micro-firrance
for needs like fodder. Alorrg with the
integrated rural development prog-
ranrne of the governnlelrt, SEWA
established self-mana genellt groups
of womerr to provide for artisan
support progranlnles. This opened
wider horizons to many of the
wornen, who had earlier llever
stepped out of their villages, but
now travelled to cities as far as

Ahmedabad and Bangalore. Crour-
well has given illustrations through
individual biographies of women in
each of these activities to show the
spin-off effects of these efforts at
capability building on the persorral
lives of these women and their
families

SEWA backed these activities
by making provisions for rural micro-
finance to help these women.
Providing for bauking facilities at the

doorsteps of the village wonlcn was
a significarrt departure fronr its
Ahmedabad counterpart. This was
necessitated by the isolation of several
villages from the towns and fronr
each other. Not merely were indi-
vidual savings and loans made
possible, group savings had great
implications for entrepreneurial
poterrtial. Also because of the gr()Llp
pressul'e on cief;rulters, Cronrlvell
rvrites, tire recoverv rate for tlte loatts
takel rt,as 957o. Mrcrt)-trnance aiso
lacilitated srlcial securiiy scltetnes
and repair atrd iurprtlvetnetrts irt
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housing. The loan for this purpose
was available to the women if the
house was ol'r their rrame. In rnany
instances, the husbands agreed to
this, realizing the convenience of this
arrangenlent. This had its impact in
raising the self-esteem of the wonlen
concerned. The SEWA Bank offered
a comprehensive range of financial
tools to wonlen, thus enabling them
to gain stability, corrfidence aud
control over their lives.

Cromwell dwells at length, in
the subsequent six chapters, on the
issues of health and nutrition,
promotion of Kutch Craft Asso-
ciation, wonen's participatiorr in the
panchayat, the cyclone of 1998 and
SEWA's goals for the next millen-
nium. The two issues addressed by
SEWA, with regard to health, were
the drawbacks in the primary arrd
community healthcare cerrtres that
carried out the government health-
care policy and the poor people's
unawareness of tl'ris failure and
herrce their lack of demand for
improvements in these centres.
SEWA worked at facilitating the
access of the poor to better health-
care in these centres. Mobile l'realth
vans were provided and eye clinics
clrganized, especially for woutet't
doirrg intricate craft rvork.

In 1993, BDMSA initiated the
Shakti Packet Program of buying
provisions for a month for the village
households at wholesale rates fronl
the local agricultural produce, rt'ith
kran fronr tsDMSA. This ensured
food quality, availability and
affordability to womerr iu tl'rese
remote villages aud was better than
the public distribution sYstent,
whose fair price shops were located
at distarrt places and also suffered
from poorer quality atrd trotr-
availability of food grairts lllarly a

tinre. The Shakti packets becaure au

asset clurirtg ellrerllellcies like tlitr
flirtrds in 1L)97.

DWCI(A Prograritnre started

b,y tlre ll()ventntenl in 1979 stlughi



to provide groups of rural women,
specially those below poverty line,
n'ith the mealls to support them-
seives with income througl'r their
otvn under-utilized skills and
elltrepreneurial potential. Cromwell
describes the transformation brought
about by SEWA in Kutch, by using
DWCRA as a tool to generate
sust.rirrable enrplclyment. The Kutch
Craft Association spearheaded by
SEWA, literally and metaphorically,
opened the horizons of these rvomen
bv breaking down barriers through
the use of their owtr craft skills. This
srlcccss made the government pay
heed to SEWA's recomrreltdations
to improve the provisions for
nlarketing and working capital
facilities tl-rrough DWCRA.

The sigrrificant contribution of
SEWA to rural wonlen through
capacity building, social security
and collective strerrgth through
organization is well brought out in
this book. Capracity building enabled
the n,omerr to minimize their
vulnerability, while maximizing
their capability. Similarly, social
sectrrity rr'itI it eurprhasis ()l.r

progress rather tharr mere coping
rvith disaster made SEWA's imple-
merrta tion of its policies a

constructive one. It is tl-re collective
strength through organization that
truly empowered these wouren,
providing them rvith ample
opportunities and alternatives to
build their lives on a strong
foundation of self-esteem and inter-

dependence. This book is al1
ef fective alrd ably presented
sociological study that is eminently
readable. It provides a much-needed
publicity to and knowledge of the
entpowerment of rural, impove-
rished womell itr Banaskautha and
Kutch under the aegis of SEWA, a

model well deserving of en'rulatiorr
tr,t t,ther cr)nllllunity e ffolts irt otlrer
regions of India. Daniel W.Cromwell
has based his research on personal
interactiorrs with the people
coucerned and direct experience at
all levels of SEWA's functioning in
the rural areas and l're rvell deserves
credit for his efforts in logically
penning the work of SEWA towards
rural development in Banaskantl'ra
and Kutch.

A LAWYER'S WORLD AND CHILDHOOD DREAMS
by

Yatindra Singh

Published by
Law Publishers (India) Private Limited, 18A, S. P. Marg,

Allahabad 211 001
Second Edition:2000. No. of pages 256. Price Rs.200

Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari, retired professor of commerce and management

and a freelance lvriter.

This book, written by an
advocate, who was later appointed
Additional Advocate General for
U.P. traces his experiences as a

larr'1'er for nearly' three decades.
Curreutly, he is a perrnanent judge
of the Allahabad High Court. The
book consists of nirre chapters,
runrrirrg irrto 225 pages and covers
a wide gamut of subjects, like the
Emergency, re-lnstalment of Kalyarr
Singh as C.M. of U.P., the rights of
ht,tuclggx11.1t, a,a.

ln Junt: lt)75, the Covcnrnrerrt
of Irrtlia, headed t.ry Srnt. Indira
Crndhi u> tlie I'rinic }'iiitislcr,
c'lartr1'ted rl91'n Eltcrgc'pcy tlr1rIg -lr-
out the coLllttr)'. This createcl a

certain kind of panic and fear in the

minds of the people. The author's
father, Slrri V.K.S. Chaudhary, a

senior Advocate of the Allahabad
High Court, was the first to be
arrestecl ttncler the Defence of lndia
Rules, and though granted bail, n'as
not released. Irrstead, a freslt deten-
tion order under MISA
(Maintenance of Internal Security
Act), saw him spend 21 long months
in jail. Shri Jagdish Swarup and
former Solicitor Gerreral of India, Soli
Sorabfee appeared irlr hinr. Tlre ctrse

\vas rv()n in the High (lourt, btrt tvas
Iost irr the Suprcnrc C-lrurt. It nrust l.c
saicl t<r the crr'clit of lroth thirt tlre1,

.1.t. Ll. .,:rl ..1
\LlJ .ll)l; (,,dir!!r ll,r i.iJU, t.,.;ri L'i

acceptirrg lrr1'fees.

T'he jrrclgtnrent of the Supreutc

I;rcedcttrt [iirst Jattrtctt't,-X'[arclt 2A0I

Court delivered by Justice Khanna
was based on a very old case decided
by the House of Lords in 1941. The
lristory of Habens Corpus can be
traced to the case of Liversidge Vs.

Anderson that was contested in the
tsritish Court. Liversidge u'as
detained under tl're Def ence
I{egulaticurs-1t}ts, which stated that
"...if tlre Secretary of State lns reason-

able cause to believe any person to be
of hostile origirr or associatiotr atrd
that by reas()l.l thereof it is necesary
to exercise cotrtrtrl over hitrr, he may
rurnke atr rrrder agaitrst tlrat IlPl'sotr
directing that he be detained". He

.lr.rllcirge.l his tletcntitrtr ft't' inlse
iurprisortnrent. The case cat1le tlP
Lrefclre tlte [-louse of Lords, n'here the
judgenreut tr'ettt agairrst hint.



Hon'ever, the dissenting judgement
of Lord Atkin, especially the three
paragraphs overrright became part
of every book on human rights and
liberty. Lord Atkin said: "I view witl'r
apprehension the attitude of judges
who, on a mere question of cons-
truction, when face to face with
claims involving the liberty of the
sr.rbject, show themselves ntore
executive-minded than the executive
..." . "I protest, even if I do it alone,
against a strained construction put
upon words, with the effect of giving
an urrcontrollable power of
imprisonment to the minister. To
recapitulate, the words have only
one meaning in the statenrents of the
collllllolt law and in the statutes.
They have uever been used in the
sellse.now imputed to them...".

Article 21 of the Constitution
of India fully guarantees the right to
life and liberty. Under Article 359 of
the Constitution, the right to enforce
Article 21 stood suspended. The
question that was to be decided was
rvlretlrer a writ of Hnbcns Corpus
could be mairrtained. The 44th
Constitutional Aruendruent Act
passed unanimously ensures that
the right to life and liberty cannot,
eveu during an enrergency, be
susperrded.

In Chapter V of the book, the
author discusses the rights of
homosexuals. Durir-rg the lgth and
20th centuries, even talking about
srrch top'rics rvas talroc.r, though it rvas
cliscussed in private l.romes and
clubs. The famous case that colnes
to one's mind is that of Oscar Wilde,
author of the popular novel, Tfte
Picture of Dorian Gray, and also his
play , The importance of being earnest.
Oscar Wilde, was hauled up before
the Britisl'r Court, for his close arrd
controversial relationship with Lord
Alfred Douglas. He was accused ()f
being a sodomite. in his trial, he n'as
founcl guilty arrd senterrced trt twrr
years of l'rard labour. l'he judgement
was passed in lfl95.
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The secorrd case dealt with by
the author relates to Alan Matheson
Turing, an extraordinary mathe-
matician, a pioneer in conrputer
science and the key man in decoding
the Nazi Enign'n. His home l'rad been
burgled by an acquaintance of
Arnold Murray, with whom he had
sexual relations. When the burglary
was reported to the police, he had
unwittingly corllntullicated the
nature of his relationship rvith
Murray. He was arrested and tried
for six sexual offences. This was in
1952. The Court decided to place him
on a year's probation on condition
that he subr"r'ritted to organo-therapic
treatment. Stung to the quick, by such
treatnlellt, he extinguished his life by
corrsuming an apple dipped in
cyanide solution. At the tin're of his
tragic death, he was only 42 years
of age. As compared to such tragic
happenings in the l9th and the
middle of tl're 20th century, there is
a sea-change in today's moral and
cultural values. Orre has only to go
through some of the present day
novels to learn about the conplete
metamorphosis that has taken place
in regard to day to day affairs and
their effects on the moral values at
home and in society. One may cite
the recent exarnple of the U.S. Epis-
copal Church openly consecrating the
56-year old Gene Robinson, a
divorced father of two children, as
the first Gay bishop, overriding the
violent objections and demon-
strations from the dissenting clergy
as well as its 70 millior adherents.
Arrticipating uut<.rn'ard happetrirrgs,
the U.S. governnrent has even gone
to the extellt of giving him police
protection.

Chapter VIII furnishes us with
the like sketches of some of the
pronrinent personalities which
include Srinivasa llamanujan and
Sir Stephen Hawkin.

Srinivasa ltarnanujan stood
[irst irr tlre rJistrir:t in his lr1i11r;111,
examination, but in college, onlv
nrathenratics becanre his obsession,
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foresaking all other sr.rbjects. He
could not, therefore, graduate. He
joined as a clerk in the Accounts
Department of the Madras Govern-
ment. A casual letter to Prof. G. H.
Hardy changed his entire career.
Prof. Hardy was taken aback and
was very much impressed. A
scholarship was offered to enable
l"rim to do his mathematicl research.
He was strictly orthodox and
conservative, cooking his own rueals.
The climate and the work made him
ill and he was hospitalised. Prof.
Hardy, who came to meet l'rim at the
hospital, tl'rougl'rt that the visit was
inauspicious as the taxi no.1729 was
a rnultiple of 13 (13x133). When he
mentioned this to Ranranujan, he
corrected him by saying that the
number is very auspicious,being the
cubes of two sgts of numbers, viz.
l2tx13 and 10tx93. Such was his
genius!

Lucidly written and mode-
rately priced, this book should
appeal to everyone.

Let Us Not Forget!
Love is Divine

Let us not forget
Time is Money

Let us not forget
Drinking liquour makes you feel
drowsy

Let us not forget
Desire rules a person's mind

Let us not forget
Enemity makes mind bitter

Let us not forget
Humanity makes our soul pure

Let us not forget
Hunger drives a person crazy

Let us not forget
Lord created the World

Let us not forget
Poverty gives birth to crime

Let us not forget
Whatever a person may be

First he or she is a human being
I et us not forget

Kamalkumar R. Thadani
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