¢ the death f Imre Nagy and four
gues shows that ‘the neo-Stalinist
ese and Russian communism is stepping
‘war against Tito's Jugoslavia.
old this, that editors in newspapers
free dlscussmn should be necessarily
educe it, seems an outrage against human
riwhere especially coming as it does at

en Khrushchev has sent a note to the
the Western states asking whether they are
“in their desire for Summit Talks. Talks, we
inded, when they are conducted on the terms
own by the Kremlin, consist of fragments of
eing driven through ‘the brain cells of one of
_the discutants by the other. Or, when these ideal
conditions cannot be arranged, they consist of the
‘mmder of a third party (the Hungarians) by a first
party (the Russians) in order to illustrate a point
made to_a second party (the Jugoslavs).
. Yet editors are Jrobably right. A point has been
made in blood for the benefit of Jugoslavs, and per-
also for the Poles, and many others.
‘ehare obliged to ask ourselves what advance
as been in civilization since the death of Stalin.
‘take what comfort we are able from two
: that apparently Imre Nagy made no, or at
only a partial confession—fromn which one might
at the methods of forcing and reporting
re less automatic than in the time of Stalin.
fact that the trial—secret and horrible
and accompanied by the torture to death of
hose tried—has happenedsso long after the
the Hungarian Revolution.

one can only consider the second of these
eal cause for solace. It may be that ° ‘con-
’ n longer extorted because they aré no
red convincing. To say that “the vic-
con ess” adds a mecabre note of sincerity
methods of assassination.
the free non-totalitarian world, as in the Com-

‘ leological conflicts in the East are matched
the conflicts over Algeria and Cyprus in the West.
annot be complacent about these issues—for they
e the transformatlon of imperialism in the West

terrible reappraisal of pohcy is going on:’

into some dﬂfexent systaf ,
is a tlghtemng of the cha1
in the East.:

communlst
censorship i =

Today, supenmposed on. th
we should do in the West, t
tal longterm discussion go
should do if the free world is attacked ir
war. Many people say that it is better to
freedom than retaliate in a way whlc, mig| t |
life 3o an end on this earth. .- o
Matever one ‘may think abeut thes
extremely important that the deba
Bomb” -and its consequences sh
in the light of truth, and not in a fo
ing. For this reason, one can consider that
of Hungary during and since the revolution, an
deaths of the Hungarian leaders now are not wa
These events have, more than any. others, prevented:
us from having illusions. They have put us into- the !
centre of truth, #lungary is a microcosm of a world
under dictatofship. And the Hungarian leaders who
have now died are warnings of what happens to lead-
ers who resist the Kremlin—warnings not only to com-
munists who may be in danger- of harbouring dan-
gerous thoughts, but also to non-communists whose
minds are free to range over the advantages and dis-
acdvantages of abandomng their freedoms.

In the very difficult times in which weli
have to be grateful to everyone who tells,
points to us, the truth. And for this reasos
feeling the horror of the death of Imre. Nagy a
colleagues and the horror of our refusal or inab
to save them, we also have to thank them: 'The
shed a very bught light indeed on the minds
rulers of the neo-Stalinist reglmes i

Salute To Nagy And 'Maié’t‘ér'i :

Y this deed, international commumsm o
reveals its real nature. The myth of lib

and of the acceptance of peaceful method
ed, and the world’s hopes of peaceful
between various ideologies are scuttled.
Freedom is indivisible, The bell does not
Nagy and Maleter alone; it tolls for each one of vs
does not resist the advance of communism in our

country. ;
—from a statement 1ssued by the Indian Committe 1
- Solidarity with Hu ary.
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“of Toire Nagy - .

Statement issued by the Congress for Cultural \
: e =4 Nagy, Paul Maleter and other Hungarion pat;

= Freedom

R /EOSCOW has reported that Budapest has announc-..,

ed that Imre Nagy is dead. The Premier of
Hungary and leader of his people during the heroic
days of October 1956 has been executed in the last
‘act of the bloody repression of the Hungarian Revo-
lution. This deed violates the conscience of mankind
and ‘cPnically breaks specific reassurances as- to ‘the
safety and well-being of this courageous European
statesmah. The original agreement with the Yugos-
lays over asyluth was disregarded on' the streets of
Budapest where Nagy was kidnapped and deported;
now in the continuing political quarrel with Belgrade,;
Moscow has reinforced ideology with murder,
““Throtghout Hungary, Eastern Europe, and doubt-
less even within Russia itself he will be mourned.
“His murder; and that of Paul Maleter and his associat-
es, will nowhere be forgotten. .Imre Nagy had proved
himself a brave and an honest man and a true patriot,
qualities all too rare among leading communists. He
will have his honourable place in the history of his
country and of Europe. More' than that, this crime
seals his tragic place in the history of man’s struggle
for freedom and human rights. bav Bl
- This brutal action is a revival of the old theory—a
futile and hopeless one, as the Russians must know
from their own history—that the ideals of revolution-
ary freedom can be suppressed by the firing squad.
We hope that the governments of the world, and
their representatives in the United Nations will s
out the true feelings of civilized conscience. We hope
that the intellectuals of the world, so concerned in
these days with grave crisis of large proportions, will,
in the face of the death of this man, join with us in our
cry of shock and outrage.

Return To Stalinism

The Patna group of the Indian Committee for Cul-
tural Freedom held a meeting on 20th Jun< and pass-
ed the following resolution: ¥

The Patna group expresses its horror at the execu-
tion of Imre Nagy, ex-Prime Minister of Hungary
and his colleagues, who led their country in its fight
for freedom from the imperialist stranglehold of So-
viet Russia. v

The ‘cowardly manner in which he and his collea-
gues have been done to death demonstrates once
again the depths of degradation to which Russian im-
perialism has descended. These murders have been
.committed obviously with a view to breaking the
dauntless spirit and unflagging resistance of the brave
) he satellite countries.

‘when the world needed an assurance of

e preservation of civilisation and perhaps

the human race itself, this act on the part of the

_imperialists of Russia has come to weary mankind
as a severe blow and has very much weakened the
cause of peace. It indeed heralds the return of Sta-

» linism.in the communist world and holds out a threat
to-the future of freedom and civilisation.

2

-fence minister General Paul Maleter and two

-consumation both tragic and terrible.

. and honour them as such.

Homage To HungananPa riots -

The following statement on the exécuizbn;si of Inre -

issued by @ number of prominent citizens of B

WE are deeply shocked at the news of the execu-
t

ions of former Premier Imre Nagy, former de-

leaders of the Hungarian Revolution. These execu-
tions have followed a secret trial, and that makes the

The executions are all the more reprehensible be-
cause it was through acts of treachery that the Russian
Army got hold of these eminent patriots. General
Paul Maleter was:arrested at a :conference to which
he was invited by the Soviet commander 1
solemn guaranty of safe retwrn. Imre Nagy

~-others were-arrested-and kidnapped when' they were

under a guaranty of safe conduct given by the Kadar
Government to the Government of Yugoslavia.

The executioners and their mentors are
denouncing their latest victims, Imre Nagy
colleagues, as counter-revolutionaries and agen
foreign imperialism. People the world over, howes
know that Imre Nagy and his colleagues were vali
fighters for the political independence and the s
freedom of the Hungarian people and will ch

The executions prove that, though Stalin may have *
been denigrated and his crimes exposed, Stalinism
in all its horror is being restored in the Soviet Union.
This rude reminder we can ignore only at our peril. -

We pay our homage to the memory of the martyred
patriots. Executions and tortures have never stilled
the urge for freedom, and the martydom of Imre Nagy
and Paul Maleter will not go in vain. The people
of Hungary will again be free.

Asoka Mehta M.P. Madhu Dandawat-=.
Nath Pai M.P. Maniber. Kara.

M. R. Masani M.P. V. B. Karnik.

N. G. Gore M.P. B. K. Desai.

A. R. Wadia M.P. Ram Joshi.

R. V. Murthy. Bagaram Tulpule.
Amul Desai. Sofia Natarajan.

M. Harris. D. P. Sethna.
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Peter Alvares. M. B. Shah.
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Notes

Rift' In Burma

ox
de

:

,geci’lon of the party moving a vote of no confi-
ce against the other in Parliament was in a way
f . The AFPFL is the coalition of political
that won independence for Burma from Bri-
he League was founded as a united front
ctions of the Burmese people to fight Japanese
It was thus a national movement and not a
] party. After the defeat of fascism, the Lea-
s able: —mamtam its tenuous unit first by its
d later by -the revolt of
the Karens and the Shans against
ince 1948, the communists have
from it for their anti-national policies,
ocialists left it in 1950 and joined the
ind Peasants . Party and the Muslim Con-
ked to leave in 1956. Even so the AFPFL
ain® a heterogeneous movement with groups
Federation of Trade Unions, Burma Peasants
isation and the Socialist Party holding to their
deologies and programmes. This prevented it
transforming itself into a full-fledged political
party. Last January U Nu created a sensation at the
‘party: Congress by refuting orthodox Marxism and
- pleading for a kind of democratic socialism with
mmixed economy as the League’s ideology. In view
of the sharp differences on this issue between U Nu’s
group and the Socialists, it was decided to dissolve the
League in 1960, on the eve of the next general elec-
tions. But the present crisis simply accelerated the
pdce of the development with the result that the no-
confidence motion moved by U Ba Swe, former
Deputy Prime Minister and for a time the Prime Minis-
ter, against U Nu was defeated by 127 to 118 votes
ouse of 250.
pting to see in this rift an evolution of a
cratic two-party system. But in a coun-
a with too many political parties and
e danger of anarchy and disruption still
this split is fraught with grave perils.
tuation only the communists would be
eficiary. U Nu could secure in Parlia-
ority of 8 only with ‘thessupport of Arakan
for four seats in the Cabinet and the
member National United Front, which is
n for its pro-Communist leanings. Thus, inspite
's.assurance that he would not tolerate the
"b %acuwtxes of the communists, it is obvious
ey will be able to make the most of this oppor-
ty to entrench themselves in the social and poli-
field. Besides, in a country where the authority
'Covernment has continued to be defied by
communist guerillas, the dependence of the Govern-
ment for 1’cs survival on the communists would be

disastrous;

rma’s ruhng’party, whlc iresulted last month in ‘

started their ga de
Socialists' as “American -agents” and: preusm' e
as a great national lrader—thus seeking to widen he
rifs and sow the seeds of implacable hostility between
the two powerful groups. Thus the present: cnsm
may be ]Sstoncally inevitable, nonetheless it is un-
fortunate in the present sxtuatlon in' Burma

The “Only Road” For Yugosl

MARSHAL TITO must -indeed . be glateful his
'8 country did not have the blessing of b ing
liberated” by the Red Army. This fortunate a ldent .
of history has smoked out some hnrd truth" r
times. i

As Times.of India of 17th June edltouahsed 'ni195‘.~ -
when he went to woo Tito, Klhrushchev “publicly beat
his breast and said Yugoslavxa had been expelled from
the Cominform on the basis of documents forged by, :
Beria and other contemptible agents of imperialism.”

Now Mr. Khrushchev has bared his fangs e
honeymoon is over. There will be no more hohdaying‘ ,
for Soviet leaders in Yugoslav resorts. - :

Marshal Tito cannot be accused of not trym% )
enough to please the Soviet bosses. He s 1
without a whimper the abduction by
Imre Nagy who banked on 'the ‘immunity ‘o
Yugoslav Embassy. He wooed the Chinese Re 0
quite assiduously, but did not go far enough to become
a satellite. He was even willing to ‘endorse Janos
Kadar and the present Hungarian regime. In his home
grounds he had as good a record as Khrushchev in
dealing with “revisionists” like Djilas and Dedijer. Yet
with all that, he tried to place himself on ‘par - W1th
Khrushchev and that could never be forgiven.:

Mr. Khrushchev said that Stalin threatened Tito.

“If T shake my little finger, there will be no Tito.”
Khrushchev sneered that Stalin shook his wholé body
and nothing happened to Tito. Now Khrushchev con-
torts himself with rage and nothing happens to
Tito! ,

To “uncommitted” and “non-aligned” ‘léaders like
Nehru ard Nasser, the present Yugoslav-Soviet re-
lations ought to be of great interest. : ;

According to Hindustan Times of 11th ]une
is reported to have reacted strongly to Soviet with-
drawal of economic aid to Yugoslavia. The passports
administration in Cairo has been instructed not to
allow Egyptian nationals, except Government ofﬁcmls
on official missions, to visit Iron Curtain countries.”
has also banned travel to Sweden wheré 't
munist-inspired peace convention is to be hel

At his recent press conference, Mr. Nehrt
clear where he stood in the present’ tussle, b
Tito and Khrushchev: “Who am I to pass ]ud
on a conflict between two countries?” Nehru is re-
ported to have said, “It is obvious that so far as the
ideological conflict is concerned, I am not a pundit of
that sub]ect It would not be rlght for me to criticise
either.” Mr. Nehru declined to comment on the sus-
pension of credits to Yugoslavia by the Soviet ‘Unio
but went on to say: “We in India are gratefu‘i to
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countries wi ich give us aid.. But suppose they do:not
give aid, we have ng¢ business to go:about shouting
and blaming them. - It will be:silly aud highly impro-
per and undigpified for us to blarie somebody because
he has'not-helped us.. .70l vhsa el s s

.This was the strange way Mr. Nehru “declined”
to comment on stoppage of the Soviet aid to Yugo-
slavia.. M. Nehru has given the:unmistakable im-
pression by his subsequent comments that he is more
angry with Tito than Khrushchev in .the present

Yugoslav-USSR rift. ‘

,According to Khrushchev, there can only be one road
to sociglism and be it Tito, Nasser or Mr. Nehru, that
road raust lead to Khrushchev! If Tito dares to deviate,
aid will e stopped. If Mr. Nehru devidtes, beware
of India’s greateproblems; particularly Kashmir and
Keralal = : -

BN

* " "Another Communist Front

NOTHER world conference is being planned by

4R the communists obviously with the intention of

“act as the dupes of the communist organisation.

netting in a few more writers, scientists and others tIQ
t
is necessary for the communists to organise such con-
ferences under one name or the other from time to
time. For the persons netted do not stay too long in
the net and new recruits must be secured to take the
place of those who left. L o

The conference that is being organised now will
take place in Stockholm in the month of July. It will
be called Congress for Disarmament and International
Co-operation. It will take the place of the Peace Con-
gress which appears to have outlived its utility and
is therefore being liquidated. The object will re-
main the same, but the instrument will be given a
different name.

As usual, preparatory conferences are being held
in some places in India to pick up the delegates to be
sent to Stockholm. The usual crowd of fellow-tra-
vellers and other gullible persons are found on the
platforms and amongst the speakers.

The conference in Madras was addressed amongst
others by Mr. Rajagopalachari. Sharing tle platform
with him were communist stalwarts like Mr. E. M. S.
Namboodiripad, the Chief Minister of Kerala, Mr. P.
Rama:nurthy and others. It was a sight seeing Mr. Raja-
gopalachari lionising his erstwhile enemies. Not
many years ago Mr. Rajagopalachari had, as Chief
Minister of Madras, declared in the State Assembly:
“I-am your enemy Number One. May I say you
are my enemy Number One? That is my policy from
A to Z” It is a long distance that Mr. Rajagopala-
chari has travelled since then. Given his intelligence
and his subtlety no one can be sure how long and
‘how: far he will travel in the direction. In the mean-
" sever, the communists. are utilising him as
t tool for their publicity and propaganda.

ile Of Party Caucus

BOMBAY_mLiﬁiCipal workers” strike is now happily
LD settled and one need not at this stage discuss the

4

advisibility or-otherwise of -the strike ani o

_party caucus, but it is an affront to the Corporation
“and raises the larger issue of the autonomy of local

-
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that were adopted for conducting it. 1 i
the negotiations thap evefe cagried on for settling it
deserves, however, thé close'dttention of all those int.-

rested in developing healthy democratic traditions. The

negotiations were throughout carried on between the
union on the one hand and the Policy Committee of
the Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti on the other. 'The
party directly concerned with the strike, namely, the
Corporation administration and the Mayor and the
leader of the ruling group in the Corporation were .
severely left alone. A ‘party caucus entered 'on the
scene as soon as the crisis developed -and  dictated
terms to the local authority and elected representatives
of the people who constituted it. ‘Corporators elected

on the ticket of the Samyukta Maharashtra
might have meéekly submitted to this dictatio

authorities and the rights and responsibilities of elect-
ed representatives. One ‘is ‘entitled ‘to ask why the
members of the Corporation abdicated their functions
and left the fate of the city in the hands of a political -
caucus:: The result of the intervention on this occa-
sion ‘may have been the happy end of a strike, but the
practice is objectionable ami) will, if allowed to grow,
result in the rule of a party caucus instead of ‘the rule
of the elected representatives of the people. Commu-
nist leaders of the Samiti may not find anything
objectionable in the rule of a party caucus, but others
should be wise enough to realise that the course that
was adopted will defeat the ends of democracy. -

Attacks On Journalists

ATTACKS on Editors and other journalists for opi-
nions expressed by them in their journals are a
mean and cowardly way of dealing with political
opponents. Sometime back it was Mr. Natarajan, the
Editor of Tribune of Ambala who was attacked in
this fashion. The latest victim is Mr. M. S. M. Sharma,
the Editor of Searchlight of Patna. The attack on
Mr. Sharma was so severe that it might have cost
him his life. FiE {
There is no doubt that the attack on Mr. Sharma
was actuated by political motives. The actual per-
petrators of the crime may have been goondas. But
goondas are not known to be readers of political jour-
nals and to take strong exception to the expression of
views on political matters. An adjournment motion
was moved in the Bihar legislature to discuss the in-
cident and to protest against the Government’s failure
to maintain law and order. The motion was talked
out, but it was an indication of the public -concern
over the dastardly attack. X
Freedom of press and of expression will be reaucec
to a nullity if those who dare to give expression to
their opinions will have to face the danger of physical
assaults. It is the duty of the Government to exercise
strict vigilence in this matter and to put down with
a strong hand this type of interference with the free-
dom of press. - :
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by V. B. Kattiik

ixtyfour dollar question which =nzaged the
tention of the national conferenc of the Praja
i Socialist Party held,in Poona in the last weck of May
- was how o fill the vacuum that is developing in the
coun s'‘a resultof ithe ‘growing disintegration of
the Congress. ' All were agreed at the conference that

the' Congress ‘was disintegrating: and that, if demo-
cracy ‘and éreedom were to survive and advance, the
P ust:gear itself tothe task: of providing an
al o the 'Congress. ./ The :conscicusness . of

hat they ‘have to play and the urgency
their mission to the delegates and
onference, and the party
solida hich was woefully

. _+This is a'commend-

the growth of democratic

~dgreed that amongst the various
‘the P.S.P. is the most competent
uum and to grow-as an alter-
ngress. It is a party with deep roots
‘country. - It has ‘grown with the growth of the
and social consciousness of the people. It has
tanks, as stated by the Chairman, Mr. Ganga
 Sinha, “some of the finest young men and wo-
1.7 “It is ‘equally true that:“a large number of
thinking people in the country look to us (the P.S.P.)
for' providing an alternative to Congress rule.” More-
over, it has no monopolistic ambitions. It has no
desire to grow and exist as the only party in the coun-
try.» Mr. Asoka Mehta sounded the correct note when
he stated that “as a*democrat he wanted the Congress
to 'survive,” as in a parliamentary democracy there
should be at least two democratic parties. No demo-
, crat \can:view with favour the claim of any political
the sole custodian of the political interests
‘One is happy to note that the P.S.P.
ich claim.
art from the P.S.P., the only other party which
the. Congress and develop as the alter-
nist Party, The Communist Party
itself that it is the only alter-
7 seeking the 'pelarisation of the
1ps, the Congress and the Commu-
polarisation, if it comes about,
to democracy. - There can be no
after the decisions taken and pro-
ritsar, that the Communist Party

ey

g P ¢ B 7 vk
rganisation pledged to the establish-
rship. If"all oppositional elements
larised "into such  an anti-democratic
sress would find itself compelled to re-
al methods to fight back the challenge
“the totalitarian party. In the interest of demo-
cracy it is essential to''avoid’ that eventuality. More-

mselves=to-play it-ereditably- gave-a .

over, the Communist Party is hardly anindigenous
organisation. . It- draws its. inspiration. and ;guidance
from an. external agency and is tied to the aprom
strings 'of ‘the international communist ‘organisation.
The rise of such a:party.as an alternative to the Con-
gress -will be fraught with the gravest dangar to
Indianidemocracy. ii:re o4 whnol vis i
. There can be no doubt that the people’need and
are looking for an alternative to'the Congress: ‘Many
of them are dissatisfied and’ disgusted ‘with “it and
yet they have to support‘and vote for it because there
is ‘1o~ other  ralternative “organisation‘-to’ which- they-
can turn. They would be glad to transfer their sup-
port ‘to -another party provided ‘théy “can find' one
which places’ before them a different programme ‘and
shows' them' a ‘different and better way to ‘administer

i

" the affairs of the country. The alternative must not

only be a distinct organisation but also have a dis-
tinct programme and policy on' the basis ‘of which:it
can appeal to ‘the people. G TrsE eVt S o
There wds ‘a time -wﬁen the acceptance of i
list programme was the distinguishing feature. : Dur-
ing the period of the national struggle; the Congress
was not prepared to adopt a socialist programme;as
that ‘might have affectedp its national .character::and
alienated certain sections. However, even in‘'those
days the word socialism had become such: debased
coin that there were many who professed socialism
without having the ghost of an idea of what it meant.
After the attainment of national independence; the
old inhibiting factors disappeared and, under the
leadership of the Prime Minister, the Congress began
moving more and more in the direction of socialism.
At Awadi, a socialist pattern became the declared
goal of the Congress. The pattern soon gave place
to structure and now, so far as declarations are con-
cerned, the Congress is a full-fledged socialist arty.
The socialism that the Congress professes may be of
a different variety, its implementation of the socialist
programme may be half-hearted and defective, but
it will be difficult to deny that it has accepted ‘the
goal of socialism. $e
In view of this fact, it should be clear that social-
ism can no longer be regarded as the distinguishing
feature. Now a days, all parties profess socialism.
The traditional socialist programme of nationalisation
of the means of production, distribution and exchange
has now become a part of the creed of every.pgfr'yyr
If that is the only tI})ning that the P.S.P. has to offer,
why should the people choose it in preference to the
Congress and the Communists when both are equally
committed to the same? If the rate at which nation-
alisation is effected is in issue, will not the 1Ex’eople
rather turn towards the Communist Party whi

ich is
known to have brought it about in other countries by
a stroke of pen immediately on the capture of power?
If socialism were the issue, the P.S.P. would obviocusly

]
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have very little to recommend itself as. against the

Congress o.''the one hand and the Communist Party

on the other. Entrenched in power as it is, the Con-

gress is in a Letter position to give effect to the socia-

list programme. The Communist Party, having no

democratic scruples to bother about, can claim to im-
pose it upon the people more speedily. The P.S.P.
can in that respect prove no match for either. The
claim that members of the P.S.P. are better socialists,
more earnest snd more devoted, will not carry any
weight; as that is a claim which is advanced by all
,parties and there is no reliable instrument to test the

sincesity and earnestnéss of any person. A claim of-

this character only leads to mutual recrimination and
does ndt help the people to make a choice.

The real prdblem is, however, far more fundamen-
tal. Is socialism the issue of the hour? . A socialist
programme of nationalisation of the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange may be imple-

mented in full; but does it ensure to the worker in*

the field or the factory a higher standard of life, greater

4ndividual liberty or more effective social equality? A

socialist state may be established; but does it give

the citizen more freedom, better rights and greater -

opportunity for self-development? A socialist party
may capture or acquire power; but does it entrust
more power into the hands of the people or give
‘them a larger voice in administering the affairs of the
state? Experience all over the world has been that
a socialist . state, with the concentration of political
and economic power in its hands, becomes a Levia-
than which by its sheer weight destroys all the rights
and liberties of the people. It also becomes a total-
itarian police state, as without assuming that charac-
ter, it cannot control the manifold social, economic
and political activities of society. The police states
estab%shed in Russia and other communist countries
provide an object lesson of the process. It is not the
aberrations or the malignant designs of tyrants like
Stalin which created those states. They are the in-
evitable consequence of the ruthless implementation
of a “socialist” programme.

This experience of the contemporary world per-
suaded many eminent thinkers to re-exan.ine the basic
concepts of socialism and to question if socialism was
the issue of the moment in the second half of the
fwentieth century. Thinking on those lines, the late
Mr. M. N. Roy came to the conclusion: “The conflict
of our age is between totalitarianism and democracy,
between the all-devouring collective ego-nation or
class-and the individual struggling for freedom.”
Starting from a slightly different point of departure
but basing himself essentially on the same experience,
one of the founders and for a long time the General
Secretary of the P.S.P., Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan has
also arrived at the same conclusion. In the letter that
he “wrote to the party explaining the reasons why
he could not continue as a member and describing his
journey .from socialism to Sarvodaya, Mr. Jayapra-

kash Narayan states: “It became clear to me that so-

cialism as we understand it today cannot take man-

kind to the sublime goals of freedom, equality, bro-
therhood ‘and peace.” Pointing his finger unerringly
on the main evil of the d4y, the trend toward statism,

_remains a Leviathan that will sit heavily on th
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he writes: “Democratic socialists, communists, as well
as ‘welfarists, : (not ' to ;speak of the fas :
statists. * They " dll“hop& to® bring abou
variety of the millenium by first masterin
adding to the powers and functions of the sta
bourgeois state had monopoly of political po
socialist state threatens to add to that the mc
of economic power. The democratic socialis

doms of the people.” = ol .
It will be too much to,ewat the P.S.P. to
in its entirety the line of thinking. or course

tion suggested -by the late Mr. M. N- Roy, -M: 2
prakash Narayan and several others. It will be enough
if it will accept the core of their thought, ramel ,{g‘tha't‘ '
the issue of the moment is not socialism but-democracy

and individual freedom. That issue affects very
not merely the industrial workers, the!peasants

fields or the exploited masses, but society as a ole.
Democracy and individual freedom are ‘net merely -
a:sectarian or a class demand, it is the demand of the.

whole of society. They are today in peril at-
of those who desire to concentrate imore
power into the hands of a centralised staf :
name of rapid industralisation or planned utilisation
of all resources or greater welfare of the people.
.- The Congress is .committed to that programm
in its name Congress Governments at thé Centr
in the States are concentrating more and more
into their hands. - There is no dispute now =ab
social justice. But one need not be a statist in order
to fight for social justice. It is this drive toward
statism which has to be checked and resisted. Popu-
lar welfare and social justice are no longer in issue: -
The issue is between centralisation and decentralisa-
tion, between a powerful centralised state and direct
government by the people, between a collectivist and
cooperative way of living, between the authority of
the state and the rights of citizens, between total
power and the freedom and the dignity of e indivi-
dual. In spite of its Gandhian tradition, the Congress
has in each case chosen the former as against the
latter. A party which proposes to develop itself as
an alternative to the Congress must champion the
latter and bring under its banner all those who ac-
cept those values and desire them to be the basis of
the new Indian society. ot L i LD

If the programme of the P.S.P. is critically examin-
ed, it will be found that there is in it very little of
traditional socialism. The resolution on “Task ‘Be-
fore Us” adopted at the Poona conference enumerates
inter alia the following tasks to be performed by the
party: land reform, resuscitation ofp community_ soli-
darity in villages, provision of rural credit and other
facilities to villagers, improving the production’ of
artisans through cooperatives and other agencies, :
tivity in trade unions, work amongst women, and w
for intellectual and cultural renaissance. These
are not limited to socialists. All democratic ele:
can work together for performing these tasks. -

It -appears that there is some realisation i

P.S.P. itself of the big task that it has to perform. In

the resolution on the “National Situation,” it talks
(Continued on page 8) ;



mmunists On War-path

by S. :Shar;ahépani

E Indian people have been warned -once again
corimunist leaders about their true intentions.
.communists fail in their attempts at capturing
er by the pagliamentary road, there shall be a civil
Jf. non-communist parties, instead of co-operat-
or aligning themselyves with the communists, forge
ited democratic front against them, India will
other alternative but to repeat the history of
there will be a fratricidal civil war of mutual

Telangana. . By opposing
ments would simply invite
‘mistake about it. - Let no
at he or she had not been

ind not just the bravado
areme It n uttered in dead earnest
7less g person than E. M. S. Namboodiripad, the
ala Chief Minister, and the choice of the Indian
munists for Nehru’s successor. (“After Nehru,
boodiripad”, . was the .communist slogan at
mritsar.)  This threat has always been implicit in
communist theory and practice. It had been
‘even uttered by prominent communist leaders like
Sunderayya last year at the time of their assuming
power in Kerala. But what is important these omi-
~nous words were uttered by Namboodiripad, and re-
peated immediately thereafter by M. N. Govindan
Nair, General Secretary of the Kerala Communist
Party, within two months of adopting the Amritsar
thesis #nd in the wake of the much-boasted Devicolam
victory of the cdmmunists.

The logic and reasoning behind this threat is as
le.and brutally obvious as that of Khrushchev in
ing Imre Nagy and his associates in Hungary.
Communist  Party alone is the guardian of
ity. - It alone truly represents the aspira-
d urges of the Indian people for progress and
ing. To oppose communism is, therefore, anti-
d counter-revolutionary. It is against “the
jective of the nation, namely socialism,” as

tit. Thus the concept of socialism
opolised and the party has been equated
tion. The rest follows automatically from
‘ But there is a snag. There are other
ich are opposing the monopolist
parties are contending for
1 threat to the Kerala Com-
linistry. Here lies the rub.
dently, the communist leaders dislike the efforts
ther parties to come together in a united front
iem. The continuance of their alliance; the
L fear, might spoil their chances of victo
- in the next election. They are, therefore, out to bre
this*alliance in good time. Besides, the communists

haye come to power with a minority vote. The per-
centage of votes polled by the Congress party alone
in the last elections was greater than their own. This
makes the alliance more dangerous. They are now,
therefore; using specious arguments and dreadful
threats. “The so-called unity of democratic forces
against the Communist Party,” warned th: Kerala
Chief Minister addressing a meeting at Coimbatore
on June 1, “would divide the people into. two camps
and create disruption and disunity 1n the country.” A
few days later he elaborated this point and dis

-+ the-issues-still further.~ The-attitude-inherent in the "

policy of the opposition in Kerala, he said, was one of
“destroying” communism instead of an attitude of

mutual criticism with a view to mutual correction in
the interest of the nation as a whole. It was this, he
added, which led to civil war in China, .
It is clear that Namboodiripad wants to counter the
opposition move to form a united democratic-front
with the threat of civil war. Besides intolerance, it
betrays a lack of understanding and appreciation of

the ordinary working of democratic institutions which
provide for a peaceful and orderly change of govern-
ment. It is precisely in this that the communists see a
threat to the realisation of their aims, “Hence this
dreadful language of civil war to bully the opposi-
tion into submission to the Communist Party.
" Namboodiripad gisu tried to draw a distinction bet-
ween the united front which tic Communist Party
sought to build and the front now proposed to be
forged by the opposition in Kerala. The united front
visualised by the communists, according to him, was
based on a common programme. There is no such
jointly accepted programme for this united demo-
cratic front, he charged, except their common hatred
for communism. To be sure, there has been always
a basic difference between the united front commu-
nists seel to build and united fronts of other demo
cratic parties. But the difference is far more
mental than Namboodiripad sought to make out. It i
of intentions and bonafides of the parties concerned.
The communist technique of united front is old and
somewhat hackneyed and those who cared to study it
know well its sinister purpose and its no less sinister
ways. The essence of the communist united front is
“to divide our enemies and neutralise them, if pos-
sible,” as stated by Matyas Rakosi, the Hungarian
communist leader. By cutting out in slices democratic
elements in other parties in the united front, the
communists seek to infiltrate and destroy those parties.
Besides, as Pattom Thanu Pillai, the Kerala PSP leader,
rightly pointed out, resistance to communism is a clear
and specific programme for democratic unity. This
is the most important and urgent issue for Kerala, as
on the success of it depends the survival of democracy
in Kerala and perhaps in India. .

No one would have taken exception to Namboodiri-
pad’s outpourings against the democratic unity be-













Fraja-Socialist Pari represe

ok

g Congress Party.

held in the last week of May obtains a
ificance in view of the following political

TR e
ss Party has had serious reverses
organisationally. There has been

>mocratic party on the one hand

ommuni /. on the
- Party g over
wing points of agreement

and the Communist’ Party

e Praja Socialist Party has ;
It ‘suéeredj,a’; major blow by the
‘Manohar Lohia and his followers
ocialist Party. The retirement of its
eader Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan from party
join the Bhoodan and Sarvodaya movements
ther blow. i s
Jin such a situation that the Convention met.
d it is in this context that the Praja-Socialist Party
has still to be reckoned with as a continuing democratic
force in Indian politics. If one were to compare the
~panic: that was let loose in an apparently powerful
ruling p#rty, the Indian National Congress, at the very
mention of Nehrifs temporary retirement, the Praja
Socialist Party shines as a citadel of democratic force
~in that,inspite of heavy loss in the leadership and
j ialist Party does not face a leader-
eatens f{ne Congress Party.
ations the rank and file in the Praja-
howed themselves as a virile and lively
pt the party going inspite of serious
is a growing awareness in the
esent crisis in the ruling' party
of organisation but ‘a crisis
acy itself., There is anxious
ik and fle delegates of the
> crisis in the Congress Party
ble march of the Communist
vas probably the reason why
displayed about the grow-

of the ruling Congress Party
tum it derived from nationalism
cratic content in the Congress party has
2 secondary influence as an organisational
impetus. To that extent, instead of seeking democra-
tic remedies for its organisational set-backs as a result
~of the dilution of nationalistic incentives, the Con-

ly alternatiye democratic .ﬂétivdnal;par'ty to the

Fourth Anhu}al Convention of thePra]a-

olarisatiorrof “political forces~

)

‘A Report

‘ gress Party /Lﬁnds, jtself in a pénic to preserveltsorga-

nisational machine intact somehow and, in this process,
finds more and more meeting points ‘with the Com-
munists in its futile efforts to steal the Communist
thunder by emulation. £ gt 2otian

The Praja Socialist Party, though aware of this pro-
cess, has shown considerable weakness ana vacilla-
tion in resolving it. Like the Congress Party, it
too has an organisational weakness and its leaders
get-into frenzy-about maintaining- the organisational-
structure ‘somehow. Thus ‘the party also has been
in a crisis on account of the failure of the leadership
to understand this question with a clarity of mind.
. The rank and file of the party however weére
more conscious of this. crisis. . Almost all the dele-
gates who spoke brought out the inconsistencies’
in the party’s association with the Communist P
in united fronts in the States of Bombay, West Bengal
and Assam on the one hand, and on the other, associa-
tion with 'the Congress in the communist-run state
of Kerala, and ‘association with Ganatantra Parishad
in Orissa; W

The attempts of the party leaders to explain these
alliances by the simple formula that “the Praja Socia-
list Party combines with any opposition whenever
and wherever the ruling party becomes undemocra-
tic,” did not have the distinction befitting a genuine
democratic profession of asserting that “we combine
with any democratic opposition party, to fight anti-
democratic trends.”

To this extent the party too faces similar ideologi-
cal and organisational crisis as the Congress Party
though it is more competent to resolve this because
of the more lively, more sophisticated and certainly
more democratic and individualistic rank and file than
the Congr-ss. ’

The following represents the general state-wide
trends in the party:

Kerala: Uncompromisingly anti-communist; willing
to enter into alliance with any democratic political
group in Kerala that is opposed to the Communist
Government and Party. Strongly supports close col-
laboration with the Congress Party in the interests
of primarily preserving the democratic frame-work
of the country in which alone they feel a democratic
socialist party and Government could be possible. To
this extent, it is willing to concede that the Congress
Party is democratic, had made it possible for the
Praja-Socialist Party not only to exist, but to thrive
and build itself.

‘Tamil Nad: Uncompromisingly anti-congress. Luke-

warm in attitude towards communists. Party unit is
very weak. National Executive members from Tamil
Nad readily cooperate with communists in local unit-
ed fronts and trade unions and are losing their trade
union membership to communists.
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