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National Democratic
Opposition

by S. Sharangpani

\[/ITH the third Generi,l Elections less than a year
W hence, all political parties in the country 6ave

already begun to gear up their respective party machi-
neries for the electoral encounter. All the parties are
now busy in planning their tactics, dlafting election
manifestoes, and choosing their candidates for the
contest. Each party, similarly, is doing its best to mo-
bilise all possible resources by every means at its dis-
posal in order to influence the choice of the voter in its
favonr. Unfortunately, the elections have tended more
and more to become an expensivd excercise in mobili-
sation of man-power and material resources. The
recent elections in Orissa, lvherein the ruling Congress
Party has been reported to have spent about fifty lakhs
and commanded a fleet of over two hundred jeeps,
should serve to underline the extent to which money
now plays an important role in the conduct of elec-
tions. Thus, the performance of any party in elections
has now come to depend largely on its capacity to
raise the necessary resources for fighting the elections.
fler-e, the Congress, being the party in power, natu-
rally ,is in an advantageoqs .position. Its capacity in
this respect can never be under-estimated, and it can
be matched only by that of the Communist Party
which has the advantage of being the only party that
is being ffnanced by a mighty foreign power. Thus,
barririg the Congress and the Communist, all other
parties have rnainly to rely for their success on their
organisational strength and their ability to com-
mand popular support.

Thisleaves the Cbngress and the Communist as the
only two parties with superior organisation machinery
and material resources. The outlook is hardly promis-
ing for the healthy growth of democratic traditions
an-d institutions in the country'. Already our demo-
cracy sufiers from the glaring dispa-rity betrveen the
strength of the rrrling party irnd that of the vitrious
opposition parties in the field. The Congress, witlr
rnore than 370 seats has practicttlly three-fourths of
the total urembership of Parliarnent while the oppo-
sition parties contbined commaud only about a fourth
of its tbtal membership. This brrrte rnajority has helped

the ruling party to entrench itself in power and exercise
it withorit^ anu f"or of an alternative claimant. This
absence of ariy efiective check on the governmental
power has done immense harm to our pdrliamentary
democracy and has tended to make the ruling party
practically indifferent, if not impervious, to
opposition from any section of the press or the public.
If has only encouraged those in power to assume the
mantle of infallibility and made them intolerant of
criticism of their poiicies. The most glaring example
in this respect has been the stubborn insistenoe of
our Prime Minister on retaining Mr. Krishna Menon
in charge of the country's defence, inspite of the grow-
ing opposition of the informed public opinion in the
country to his continuance as the Defence Minister.
Similarly, the failure of a government to protect the
territorial integrity of the country would have brought
about its instant downfall in any other democratic
country. But in India, the ruling party, enjoying a
virtual rnonopoly of power, even refuses to admit its
failure in this regard and continues to follow its harm-
ful policies in foreign as well as domestic affairs.

The absence of efiective opposition has thus not
only rendered our parliameniary democracy defec-
tive, it has even endangered our very existence as an
independent and democratic country. As a result, our
country today faces the twin danger of aggression
from without aided and abetted by subversion from
within by agents of international communism. This
peril is ilt the mofe threatening as our Govemment
externally, in the face of all the evidence, refuses to
recognise the real character of the aggressor and the
ideological considerations motivating its behaviour.
Internilly also, its attitude and policies towards the
communists aie characterised by^ the same ambival-
ence that has prompted it to rely on friendship with
Russia as a girarantee against further Chinese en'
croachments on ottr territory. It is not, therefore,
without significance that in the country today, of all
the opposition parties, the Communist Party appears
to be [he nearest to the Congress, and more parti'
cularly to the Prime Minister, at least so far as fore'
ign and defence policies are concerned. The com-
munists have already extended their rvhole-hearted
support to the Government's foreign policy and
anirounced their decision "to clefend India's foreign
policv of peace and non-alignment." As l\{r. Ajoy Ghosh
has stated at Vijayarvada: "Intense eftorts rvotrld be
needecl on tlte part of all patriotic forces iu the
cotrntry to tlefenil our foreign policy. to clcfeat those
rvho #aut to change it and to strengtlten thi-s policy
further". That of all the parties tlnd groups, the com-
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munists should claim to unite all "patriotic f6rc"s" i., the
country should sound really ironical; but they have
been emboldened .to do so as the policies of our
Government have imparted plausibility to the com-
munist claim.

Further, in order to defend and strengthen "all that
is progressive in the Government's policies", the com-
munists have already launched a multi-pronged attack.
They have adopted the policy of "creating condi-
tions for very broad democratic unity'' with progres-
sive Congressmen; they have also adopted the tactics
of infiltrating the ruling party and dividing it from
within as well as without. The Vijayawada Congress
of the Communist Party has laid down a clear-cut
programme of winning "allies" inside the Congress in
order to bring pressure to bear upon the leadership
of the Congress for bringing about a "shift to the Left"
in its. foreign as well as economic policies. Besides,
the process of Congress-Communist alliance has
already begun to gather momentum at various levels.
Substantial number of communists, as recent reports
have pointed out, have already joined the Congress
in various States. Similarly, "the potential allies" of
the communists inside the Congress have succeeded
in splitting the Congress organisation into "Right"
and "Left" camps, and they are being assisted by their
comrades who have decided, in Mr. Ajoy Chosh's words,
"Even when opposing and ffghting policies of the
Congress and Government, to concentrate fire wher-
ever possible on the rightist elernents". The com-
munists, in addition, have also succeeded in getting
many Congressmen to associate with their various
front organisations. "On a number of questions of
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foreign policy, to quote him again, 'we have
been able to join hands with influential Congressmen
in common organisations working for peace and
against colonialism, and for friendship with Socialist
countries." Thus the Congress-Communi.st .alliqpqg
has already advanced quite Iar, as was,evident recdntly
in the Orissa elections where the communists openly
supported the Congress and even the latter welcomed
the "fraternal assistance" from the comrades without
hesitation. The ultimate aim of the comrnu-nists; pf
course, is to capture the Congress from tiihin pnd

"onveit 
it into a^ National Froni on the Czich moilel.

If they succeed in their game, we may shortly wit-
ness in India the repetition of the Czech experiment
in co-existence with-the communists.

The prospect thus is not very assuring and the
democratic parties and groups in the country cannot
aftord to view it wiih unconcern.'The country has
already paid the heavy price of about 12,000 square
rniles of its territory, which is equal to the area.of the
State of Kerala, for its folly of relying exclusively-on
the wisdom of the Congress leadership. What is now
at stake is the very survival of our democraiy and
independence, If the present drift of the Congress
continues unchecked fZrr long, it might perhapi be
too late to arrest it. It is therefore necessary that all
dentocrotic opposition parties, like the Praja-Socialist,
the Swatantra, the Jan Sangh and the Socialist, shbuld
come together to fight the elections on a colnmon
national platform. These parties, it is true, difier in
their ide6logies and apprbaches to the problems of
economic developrnent. But they have many basic
factors in conrmon. They. are all patriotic parties and
sincerely subscribe to democratic principles as a way
of life. They are, therefore, fundamentally opposed
to comnunism and any other anti-national and anti.
democratic ideology. And, lastly, they are united in
their determination to resist foreign aggression on our
soil. They have always taken a colnmon stand on all
these issues in the past and have therefore incurred
the wrath of the cornmttnists rvho have always brand-
ed them together as "reactionaries". If these parties
combine on a common national democratic platform,
they stand a good chance of emerging as a Powex-
ful national democratic opposition bloc which can-
efiectively check the present trend of the Congress
towards an alliance rvith the communists. It should
be noted in this connection, that though the.Congress
secured absolute majority in terms of seats in thc
Legislatures and Parliirnrent dtrring the last two Gene-
ral Elections, the percentage of votes it secttred w'as

oulr' 43 in 1952 nncl 47 in 1957. Thtrs the Congress
Gol'ernntcrtt lras ahvitvs beren tltc: lttitrority governttrertt
arrd rlts or,eru'helnrin€l success irr tlre elections has al-
u'ays been due to the division of opposition votes
iunong virriorrs pirrtirts. If. tlrereforr,t. tJte clernocratic
opposition parties pool their strength itncl restlttrces ttt-
gether. ther, m'rv pr'<-rvicle a clenrocratic alterrttrtivc to
tlrr' Oongrcss aucl 1'ct srtr-c-. tlrtr cotrtttrt' fronr slidinq
into thr: cornrnunist carnp.
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same freedom for his mind as he has won for'his
body".

There can be no two opinions that the movement
and the Campaign that it has launched deserves the
wholehearted support of all those who stand for the
basic human right of freedom of opinion. We hope
and trust that in India they will receive the enthu-
siastic support of all sections of public opinion.

Trading With The Devil

MR. G. D. BIRLA, one of the most prominent of
rvr Indian businessmen and industrialists, has after
his recent visit to Russia pleaded strongly in favour of
vigorous efforts for increasing trade between India
and Russia. According to him, thore is antple scope
for increasing trad'e Fetween the two cout-tries, and
he has appealed to Indian traders and manufacfurers
to take advantage of the opportunity. Growth of trade
relations will, he hopes, lead to lessening of suspi-
cions and mistrust and help the process of relaxation
which, he says, has already started in Russia.

Trade is always welcome. It is ten times more wel-
come now when we are so anxious to expand our ex-
port market. It may be remembered, however, that
our exoerience of trade with Russia has not been so
far ver:y hrppy. All the same, there will be no harm in
exploring possibilities. Let us by all means try tg
fini a mirfet for our goods in Ruisia. If, as suggested
by tvlr. Birla, a trade-delegation or a trade fair will
hblp that efiort, let them-be organised as early as

possible.- In our anxiety to increase trade we should got, -how-
ever, forget the peculiar conditions which obtain
in communist countries. A communist country uses
its foreign trade as all other dealings with for-eign
countrieJ as a political weapon or instrument. It is
'political considbrations whi6h determine its export

' Prisoners Of Conscience

MOVEMENT to work for the release of "Prison-
ers of Conscience" all over the world has been

t.-
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just launched in Great Britain. The object of the
movement is ( I ) to work impartially for the release
of those imprisoned for their opinions, (2) to seek for
them a fair public trial (3) to enlarge the Right of
Asylum and help political refugees to find work and
(4) to urge efiective international machinery to
guarantee freedom of opinion. The movement is non-
political and non-denominational in character. It has
been launched by three lawyer members of the
British Parliament belonling to the three maiu
Parties in cooperation with a few others.

A "Prisoner of Conscience" is, according to the
sponsors of the movement, "any person whols physi
cally restrained (by imprisonment or otherwise)'from
expressing (in any form of words or symbols) any
opinion which he honestly holds and which does not
advocate or condone personal violence". Persons who
conspire with a foreign government to overthrou'
their own are not included in the category of "Prison-
ers of Conscience" for whose release and relief the
movement will work.

There are thousands of such "Prisoners of Cons-
cience" in all parts of the world. They are to be
found in large numbers in countries under commun-
ist or fascist dictatorships and in the colonial posses-
sions of European Powers. But they are also to be
found in other countries including some of the newly
independent countries of Asia and Africa. The move-
ment will work impartially for the release of all prison-
ers, whatever the political character or the geographi
cal location of the governments imprisoning them.

The movement rvill endeavour to mobilise public'
opinion in support of its demand for the release of
"Prisoners of Conscience". It will collect information
about the prisoners and highlight it by holding press
conferences from time to time. It has set up an office
in London at Mitre Court Buildings, Temple, Londun
E.C.4. It has launched a campaign called-"Appeal for
Amnesty, 1961" urging governments to release the
prisoners or to give them a fair trial. 196l is, accord-
lng to the sponsors of the movement, "an especially
suitable year for the Amnesty Canrpaign". "It is the
centenary of President Lincoln's inauguration, and
of the beginning of the Civil War u'hich ended u'ith
the liberation of American slavcs: it is also tlre cen-
tenary of the decree that ernancipatecl the Russian
$erfs". NIr. Petel Bettens{tn, cxre of tlte Di-r'ectors oI
the Arnnesty Carnpaign. has stated in an article irr
The Obseruer of London: "Pressttre of opiniorr a

hundred )'ears ago brought about the emancipation
of the slaves. It is uou' f<lr ntlrtt to it.lsist ttl'l<ltr tht'

TRADE AND TOTALITARIANISM

"You ask me what difierence is there between

our getting a loan from Russia or from the

United States? Imperialism in its economic form

-in the movement of capital-is the same: both
nrr.rst bc paid for. But the political consequences

are difierent. The economic imperialism of tota-

litarianisrn brings totalitarianism with it. The

ecouornic intperialisrn of democrac)' allou's tts to

kcep tlenrocrac;'."

-Victor Raul Haya de la Torre, the u'ellknown
Peruvitrn revolutionary'.
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apd impgrt trade and not ordinary business conside-
rations. Russia has never made 

-any 
secret of her

determination to adhere to that polici,. Indian tradeis
and businessmen will have man] an ""pi""r""ir*prise waiting for.thenr if they #i[ lose iight of that
essential fact.

Mr. Birla has waxed eloquent in his articles about
R-us_sia's need for peace atid the peaceful intenti;;;
of the Russian rulers. The desire f6r Deace entertain-
9d by the common people is never iir question. The
Russian people are no exception to thal rule. What
is in question are the intentions of their rulers. If
Mr. Khrushchev is so keen about peace, how does one
explain the difficulties created by Russia in the nego-
tiations over the banning of atomic tests, the troub'ies
in Laos and South Vietnam, the threat to Berlin and
many other explosive issues of the. international situ-

, ation? They do not bespeak a desire to Iessen inter-
I national tensions and help the cause of peace.

A shrewd observer of-men and evenis that he is,
tr4r. Birla cannot be unaware of the political conse-
quences of a policy of friendship with communist
rulers. It is to be hoped that he 

-will 
keep them in

mind and will constantly warn his fellou'tr-aders and
indusbial-ists against tltem while trying, as he ap-
pears to be- intent now, _on establishing and expand-
ing trade relations rvith them. It may b6 necessary, as
pointed out by him, "to trade even with the devil,"
but let there be no illusions abouf the person one is
trading with.

Arests In The Puniab

,THE arrests and irnprisonnrent of . a large number
r of Akali leaders vvhich took place early in June

expose the nervousness of the Puniab Government as
well as the scant respect that it has for the civil
liberties of the people. The Akali leadqrs have yet to
decide about the steps that they will take in further-
ence of their tlemand for Pturjabi Suba. Talls and
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co_rrespondence are still in progress between the
Sikh leaders on one hand arid fhe prime Minisiei
a-nd other Congress leaders on the other hand. fde,threatened fast- unto death of \{aster Tara Sineh is

'not to begin before_August 15. In view of all-this,
there is no conceivable reason why the punjab Govern-
ment should have become so panicky aid arrested
s.uch a la-rge number-of promin6nt Akilis long before
t\ey could even_think of an agitation or a Campaign.
The action is arbitrary as weil as reckless. Faf fr6m
acting as a deterrant, it may act as a provocation bnd
create for the Punjab Government th-e very situation
it u'ants to avoid. And in anv case. such erois violdtion
of civil liberties will insteaci of weakenits. strensthen
the hold of the Akali leaders. SuppressiSn has iever
succeeded in killing a movement t-liat enjofs the sup-
port of the peoplel

Mr. Khasa Subba Rau

\f/E mourn the death of Mr. Khasa Subba Rau, oneW of the most independent ancl bold of our
journalists. Mr. Subba Rau was not only a competent
ind efiective journalist; hc was also a -an oi con-
victions and courage. He was associated with Indian
journalisnr since long and lvas at the time of his death
the Editor of his own English rveekly journal

' Swaraiya.lr4r. Khasa Subba Rau had to ffghl on many
occasions lone battles for the sake of his principles.
He did not shirk them and that characteristic virtue
earned for him a unique place amongst journalists.
Mr, Subba Rau will be remembered long for his bold
and incisive writing on issues of public importance.
It will be difficult to ffll thc void left by him.
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;,NI;eutrality And Its Consequences
,." ,, by oskar Helmer

. (ItIt. Oscu' Helm,er, author of this article, is a distinguished Austrian Sociolist elder statesnwn and
'.formar. Interior.Minister. The artble analgses the meaningand,consequencesof Austrinnneutralituand,

. eramines the historical circumstances surrounding the proclttntation of that neutiality. lt roas pubiished
r.qecently bg "Forumi, Vienna, and had a uide reperctnsion in the Austrinn press and, abroad)

II/HAT we have relinquished is our open and close
YV 'connection with our Western friends-the count-

ries that helped us in our greatest need and saved us
from falling under the wheels of the communist jugger-
naut. What we have taken in exchange'is neutrality,
which entails the renunciation of a full share in
European integration. The exchange was made under
comprrlsien, when we had no choice. That in itself
should put us on our guard against the lure of
shadows. But thanks to the optimism inherent in our
national character, we are in constant danger of
believing the neutrality fable rather than the stern

, facts . of history. So I will take this opportunity of
recapitulating these facts.

On 26th October 1955, the Austrian National Coun-
cil adopted the following resolution, which was then
promulgated as an Alticle of the Federal Constitution:

'With a view to the permanent assertion of its
independence of the outside world and its territorial
inviolability, Austria hereby voluntarily declares its
intention of observing a perpetual neutrality with all
the means at its disposal. To safeguard this aim,
Austria will abstain in perpetuity from membership
of any military coalition and will permit no foreigh
power to establish military bases on its territory."

The explanatory memorandum with which the
Federal Government prefaced the Peace Treaty (bill
introduced in the National Council on 21st May
1955) declares that:

'As early as the surnmer of 1953 the Federal
Government sought to ascertain whether a declara-
tion of Austria's neutrality on the part of thqAustrian
Parliament u'ould facilitate the conclusion of the
Peace Treaty. The result of this inquiry was negative,
but the Austrian delegation to the Berlin Conference
(February 1954) nevertheless gave an official assur-
zrnee-tlat Austria would in future join no military
pact, and'i4Aottld refuse to permit any foreign military
bases to be estabTiShed in Austria."

What is here nreseiited, from the legal standpoint.
as "voluntarv" niutralitv'' and frclm the chrclnological
standpoint as an Austriin itritiative dating fr-om 1953,
takes-on tr difierent 

"ro""i 
from the standpoint of

' historical causality. Froin this; lattel viervpoint it is

seen to result from the nrei.iir,: of power politics, to
be a rleasure to rv[ic['Austria strbnrittcd - u'lriclr.
iudeccl, she even suggcsted, ttro,rq.lt.at fir'st lvithorrt
srlccess, in the h<,pe Sf""facitit,rtirl'S" tlre conclusion ol'
the Peitce T'reitty; or, to prrt ii i"ilt cautiotrsly'-o[ btr.r'-

ing the Treaty. Th" 
"oniurio" o ! the Treaty' brought

rvilh it thc' iong-clesire4 so'er,-'igrlty, brrt it \lrils iI

sovereignty conditional upon imposed neutrality.
Th-e sovereign States of democratic Euroire have the
right to renounce their sovereignty in oriler to build
a united Europe; but Austria has relinquished that
right, which in the present period of integration is
perhaps more important than any othen, We haoe
been obliged to renutnce the sooereign right of re-
nouncing our sotsereigntg,

So what is represented from the legal standpoint as
"voluntary'' neutrality is seen, when regarded from
the standpoint of. practical politirs, to be more in the
nature of "neutralization" - in other words an en-
forced (in practice, though not in legal theory)
restriction of sovereign rights through the acceptance
of neutral status. When Molotov, speaking on 10th
February 1954 at the Foreign Ministers' Conference
in Berlin, mentioned neutrality for the ffrst time, what
he really meant was'neutralization; and indeed he
actually used the word - not, it is brre, in relation to
Austria, but in connection with the withdrawal of
the allied forces from Germany as a preliminary to a
German peace treaty. He called for measures "to en-
sure tlre neutralization of Germany in the interest of
the consolidation of peace in Europe." Not until two
clays later did he add a demand for the neutralization
of Aushia, v'ith the implication that the occupying
forces would not be withdrawan from that countfy
until the pea;e treaty with Germany had been con-
cluded.

On this occasion the Federal Government felt im-
pelled to publish the following comments ( r4th
February 1954):

"Foreign Minister Molotov's suggestion that the
Austrian Peace Treaty should include a provision by
which Austria rvould pledge itself to abstain from
joining any type of coalition or military alliance
seems to require some clari.ffcation, inasmuch as,
th<lugh the Federal Governrnent has repeatedly dec-
lared its intention of abstaining from all military
pacts, it ctrnnot make any pledges which might debar
it frorn embirrking r,pon 

-economic or political co-
oper:ation u'ith a r,liew to European consolidation."

With rcgarcl to furtlrer developmer-rts_ that culmin-
atccl iu tlic r\trstlian Treaty ancl the declirlation of
rii'trti'alitr-, it slroulcl bc rtotccl thlit cvr-'n aftcr_Gennany
joined NATO, the Soviet Union maintained its vieu'
ihat Arrsirian neutrality was intended as an example
to bc {ollou,ccl in the case of Gern.rany. Addressing
thc Soviet llrcsiclitrm on Bth Febrtrary 1955, N{olotov
aqain clcclalccl tliat "Austria must lrledge itself to

:t'
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join no coalitions or military alliances, and to admit
no military bases." So when the Austrian delegation
went to Moscow ori llth April 1955, its course was
alreadv laid down for it.

e[ ihe same, the delegation achieved a measure
of success. It was conceded that the neutrality clause
need not be embodied in the actual Treaty. But the
members of the delegation had to give their personal
promise to 'tee to it" that Austria would issue a
declaration of neutrality immediately after the rati-
fication of the Treatv.

In fact, though n6t in theory, the members of the
Austrian delegation were acting under duress. There
was no other way of securing the withdrawal of the
occupying forces and the signature of the Treaty,
excepi by seizing this chance bf a compromise which
the Russians might never again be disposed to ofier.
The statement ii- the resolut"ion subseqriently adopted
bv the National Council, to the efiect that Austria
#as "voluntarily" becoming neutral, was similarly
dictated by considerations 6f practical policy'-With-
out "voluniary neutrality" there would be no Tre3!y,
without the Treatn no national, sov-ereignty; while
neutrality meant r'estricting our freedom of interna-
tional negotiation, That is t*he vicious circle in which
Austrian foreign policy is now spinning.

Nor are problems 6f foreign pollcy the only ones
resultine from our neutraliW. It tends to drive us into
ideoiosi6al neutralism as well. There were signs of
this even before the neutrality law had been passed'
On 15th October 1955, Dr. Rhab, the Federal Chan-
cellor, made the following statement in 6-broadcast
soeech:'"I want to make it perfectly clear that a mere
declaration of neutrality will not settle the matter; a
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certain amount of self-control will be needed as.rvell.
To be neutral means that we must try toi:li$e on
friendly terms with all nations and Governments. We
must riot be too ready' to criticize the Governments
and nations with which we are henceforth to live at
peace and have peaceful dealings. There is no sense
in preaching to sbme Western State about its'eolonial
policy one-day, or in launching into prop'bgarida
against the East another day. It would be'a very
good thing if the Austrian press and radio'\rvotild
bear this in mind."

If Raabt views had been consistently follori'dd, tlib
right to freedom of the press and of opinionl.rvhi6h
are fundamental freedoms laid down in the '{lonsti-tution, would have become mere illusions, :ahd all
Austrians would have had to wear the mrt2zle of
neutrality. Their silence would have led the n*t'of
the world to suspect that they approved of;'Com.
munism. A few days later, at a meeting at Laa-on-
Thaya, I tried to make the rectiffcations that.,were
urgently needed, pointing out that:

"The National Council's decision that Austria is to
pledge itself to perpetual neutrality can and must
apply only to military matters. For ten whole years,
democratically-minded Austrians have been resisting
attempts to deprive them of freedom of thought and
impose a single will upon them. Austria belongs to
the Western cultural community, which correstrronds
to the democratic attitude in politics. In the darkest
days of the occupation, in an Gxposed area of the
free world, Austria stood up for freedom and made
great sacrifices in its cause. The decision taken by the
National Council with regard to neutrality should
h_elp to maintain and consolidate that freedom. The
Federal Chancellor's definition of Austrian neutrality
does not tally with the views of democratically-
minded Austrians. It ought to be withdrawn, for it is
likely to lower Austria's political prestige in the free
world."

Thereupon Raab decided to retreat - in the nick
of time, before world opinion was informed of his
far-reaching definition of Austrian neutrality. During
the debate- on the declaration of neutrality in the
National Council, he said:

"The fundamental rights and freedoms of the
citizen will in no way b=e restricted by the promul-
gation of this law. Neutrality lays obligations upon
[he State, but not on the individual citizen. The intel.
lectual and political freedom of the indiviriual, and
more particularly the freedom of .'the press and of
public- opinion, are not afiect2.1 by the perpetual
neutrality of a State. Neithc.l doej that neutrality
imply a pledge of ideologil'al neutrality."

The pressure of public oninion and common sense
u'on the day, and Aust_ri., ?icl 1ot kneel in homage
to cornrnuniim. Are u,r. ]o Jo ro tro* that some ffve
years have gonc by? \'y'e want to abide strictly by our
pledge of neutrality', but we do not want to overdo
things. The legtrllv 

'olu1tary 
blt actualll' conl-

prrlsory restriction_ L.f our sovereign rights through
ieutraiity appeared t,l *'to be the"lessei evil. Wc do
not want to rnake it a rrt gretrter.
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The Muslim Convenrion
by K.K. Sinha

fN " way the proceedings of the two-day Muslim! Convention held recently at Delhi justiffed its
havin$ been convened. Although restrii:ted in its
composition, it gave an authentic idea of the feelings
of a large-community-as large as 50 millions in*a
total population of over 400-millions-after a long
s-ilence, if one may say so. Whatever one may think oI
their opinions, it is necessary that one should hear
their genuine voice and feeiings in order to form
one's 

_ 
own judgement. This eonvention certainly

helped to understand their mind howsoever incom-
pletely. The Conference was sponsored by "nationalist
Muslims" and the delegates *ere handpicked on the

. basis of this criterion. Further, it did iot talk about
Paki_stan at all-possibly purposely, although it passed
resolutions on as close a neighbour as Go-a or as dis-
tant one as Algeria. This speaks of calculated inhibi-
tion, an attitude of mind that does not indicate
normalcy. Who knows who prevented them to talk
on this sub-ject yhich is vital- and is also felu to be
vital-is it they themselves or is it the unwritten direc-
tive from the High Command?

The Convention clearly indicated one fact, namely,
that the Muslim community genuinely feels discrimi-
nated against in the country, in several ways, in
spite of the liberal Constitution and a government
under Nehru. There was no artificiality about this.
When one remembers that in Northern India, and
specially in Delhi, it needs some guts for a Muslim
to speak o-ut his mind, this authentic tone represented
by the whole proceedings of the Convention should
be carefully 4g!ed by all Indians. When a person of
a background like that of Dr. Mahmud talks-of scrap-
ping State autonomy and centralising the State
apparatus qf the entire country, it shows how deep
has been the disillusionrnent and frustration in the
community.

Judging from rvhat has happened in the Conven-
tion. it is obvious that it would have been totallv
wrong to have pi:hibited the holding of the Conven-
tion. The initiative was taken by the most favourable
group of Muslim leadership, from a nationalist angle.
If even they are gagged from voicing once and in an
ad hoc manner their problems and feelings, and that
also after ]abalpur, the disappointment rvould have
grown more bitter and deeprooted.

Two maior resolutions have been aclopted in the
Convention. One was a request to appoint a Com-
mission "to enquire into the grievanct's of minorities".
Ancl tlre otber asking tlre Prirrie trtinister to r,all arr all-
party conference (of only those believing in socialisnr
irnd secularism ) to promote national integration.

These resolutions sowtd. sensible. Rut let us sec.
- Enquiry? You enquire about a matter about which

there is confusion or cloubt. Rut that rninorities cre
at a cliscorrnt ahnost in every spl-rere of life is srrclr ir

patent fact that those who have eyes can easily see it.
It is quite another matter it one [ikes to see it or not.
,4, firrther major enquiry will only arouse passion on
both sides. Will thaf be'to the sood? Would it not be
a much better approach to coisider:

(a) How to give genuine effect to the provisions of
the Constitution so that in each ffeld fair-plny
for everybody is ensured;

(b) How to improve relations between the two
communities and how to help the minority elite
to become more integrated and mixed in the
social and political life of the total communitv.

These are conciete tasks to be concretely perforri-
ed. The Congress holds power in all the States. It
professes secularism and fair-play. The first im-
mediate task is for the Congressmen at every level to
practise what they preach and to do what it has the
power to do.

What would be gained by having an all-party
Conference? More wrangling or more hytrlocrisy. The
stage when only words could improve matters has
passed. For a Muslim,. at times of tension, it is a
questiqn of .life'and death. These resolutions do not
come to his help. All these talks can go on. But it
would be sheer stupidity to expect much from that.
except temporary satisfaction.' Day-to-day practice in the fields of administration,
education, trade, employment, etc. in terms of im-
partiality is the only real guarantee. Stress on that.
The Congress runs the administration. If, therefore,
there is today no fair-play, the real reason i"s that the
Congresunen usho man the shou lwtse - ceased to
honestly belietse in ushat they sag. Nehru may call a
Conference and all will vote for whatever he says
and then go about their own way. This basic hgpo-
crisg is the reul curse. No Conference can cure lhis
so easily.

One more point. There appeared to be a latent
trend of conbadiction in the Convention proceedings.
While many speakers as well as the resolutions stated
that they did not seek special favour but rvanted only
restoration of Constitutional rights of citizenship,
they again asked for many things as if they were
asking -for minority rights. Ultimately one has to !;
choose. One has to be either a "citizen", as suggested
in the Open Letter by tlre Institute of Political and
Social Studies on the' eve of the Convention, frorn
rvherc all rights fow, or seek minority,"protection".
The Convention, as was very nattrral at this first start,
appelrred tri be in lresitarrt tttrtorl to r'lroostt bctr'veen
t|ie two. Horvever, there are indications that serious
rethinking has indeed begun. This rvas tnost welconle
ancl lct ,."s l,ope the logiC'o[ this nerr' <lepalttrrc u'ill
be followecl up.

Finnlh', it rvas interesting to ttclte the active parti-
(Contittuctl ott. lxtgr Il)



La@s 'And; Co,n taiinment
by James Burnham

HAT these late events in Laos show, gnce- more,
VY is the impossibility of a policy of containment.

Not containment's mere undesirability or inferiority
relative to other conceivable pblicies;- but quite lite-
rally its impossibility. The policy of containhent has
two integral elements: positively, to halt the advance
of the Communist enterprise; negatively, to renolrnce
ofrensive operations, of whatever soit, inside the
enemy sphere. It is this combination that cannot, re-
peat cannot, be carried out in practice.

It is not a question of what Party is in power or.
what particula? individual happens'to be fresident.
Containment has been the foreign policy of the United
Sta-tes government throughout the postwar period,
and has failed, with nonpartisan inevitability. -Under

Truman s containment, communism took East Europe
and mainland China. Under Eisenhower's contain-
rnent, it was granted North Korea, took North Viet-
nam and Tibet, entered the Middle East, got foot-
holds in Africa and seized a beachhead in the Carib-
bean. Under Kennedy's containment, Laos' departure
from the Western camp (at least as far as neutialism)
has al'eady been conceded; the communists have
established a "Yenan Government" in Congo's Orien-
tal Province; Brazil has broken the solid South
American diplomatic front.

The present predicament in Laos is not, certainly,
of President Kennedy's making. Taken by itself, the
situation in Laos is just about insoluble. \4ost of its
area is jungle and mountain, with no railroads, few
roads, and a primitive economy. Its people-Buddhists,
illiterate, Iight-hearted and lazy-do not take naturally
to warmaking. Normal American military methods are
unsuited to the local .environment.

By all accounts, our support programmes have been
latller badly conceived. We did not aim toward the
right size (srnaller) and kind (adapted to guerilla,
ranger, para-military tactics ) of army. Our too mas-
sive civil aid seems neither to have strengthened the
econorny nor seduced popular psychology. However,
granted the containment premise, it is doubtful that
any programme could have done more than delay the
Laotian slide.

After Laos came into existence through the lg54
Geneva negotiations that carved up French Indo-
china, the cornmunist force (Pathet Lao) u'as left in
being and in control of the northern provinces. Noth-
ing ra'as done to defeat and dissolve the Pathet Lao.
lvhich was in clirect lancl cornnrrrnication vvith North
\/ietnar"rt an<l (lonrrnrrnist China. and fhrorrglr thcrrn
vvith Rtrssirr. Its nrilitary units and political appirratrrs
coulcl be btrilt up at leisure, ut alnrost anv desirerl
Ievel,

Ltros cclulcl not be, iurcl cannot be, clefencled cx-
clusively from rn'ithin Laos. Obviously the Lirotians
c'annot defencl thenrseh'es bv ihr:il olln effolts ilqair]st
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pressures brought by nations so overwhelminelv.m6&
powerful as China, Russia, or indeed North,Vdetrrarfr.
But even the Laotians plus the United $tAt&,ptrus
SEATO plus NATO canirot defend Laos indnitelv
by 4efensive operations mounted inside taod short
of the commitment of a force so great as qr{erflude
other theaters. , ii -i',,, ,i

The defense of Laos is possible only if it,!ryltides
operations outside_of Laos; only if it comprise$ of at
least threatens offensive operitions of dne,,*oft ;or
another against the enemy! own territory ahd posi-
tions. The anti-communisl Chinese guerillas .inl the
vague North Burma border areas haie beenrsibhia
threat, if a small one. It is interesting that a suCcessive
enemy campaign to neutralize and get rid of.these
guerillas 

_ (now,being evacuated to Taiwan), has
paralleled his advance within Laos. Free Chini is.a
threat, and without its existence on Taiwan and
Quemoy, all Southeast Asia would have falledr,some
time ago. But the policy of containment for.bids, ex-
ploitation of the offensive potential of Taiwan-
initially in political warfare, raids, guerilla aetions,
stimulations of mass resistance, etc.-*hich would,be
the best possible defense for South East Asia.,,{,nd it
is of further interest that the campaign to liquidate
free China is also stepped .,p along'wit"h the reirert'ed
South East Asian thrust

Just as Laos cannot be defended in Laos, .South-
East Asia, as a whole, cannot be defended indeffnitely
in South-East Asia, or the Congo in Africa, or Chiba
in the Americas. There are not enough arms ih the
universe to rush all over the world plugging each and
every crack that opens. The enemy can be held-
contained-only if he is compelled to divert his energy
from making tloubles for others to rneeting troubles
of his own. In other u'olcls: containment is possible
only through rvhat amounts to a policy of liberation.

You cannot rvin by negotiation what you have lost
in the fteld. It is unlikel-y that any me'asures so'far
envisaged by Mr. Kennedy can prevent Laos, already
lost by us, from being taken over by the eneniy
(doubtless under the same face-saving neutralist
formula). If we couldn't hold Laos by a pollcy of
containment, it will be still less feasible to hold the
rernainder of South-East Asia, which will be much
u,eakenecl by the Laotian loss. Already south Vietnam
is under heavy atttrck, and Burma is swinging toward
I?e ipin g- IvI oscolr'.

Prcsiclcnt Kenncdr, should not bc too rnttch blarned
for failing in Liros. But the blarne fol the successor
debacles witt be rightly on his shoulders if he fails
to drau'. ancl appll', tlre lcsson ()ncc rnorc trrught bv
this ffrst rnirjor-defeat under his auspices: that U.S.
\\/orld Policyi-1|1" policy of containment-is bankrupt.

-Ilellrodrrc'ed fro'n Nationul Reaiet.



How Not To Ban A Boolc
by Nissim Ezekiel

fT is not only freedom of expression that is at stake
I in the judgment on Lady Chatterley's Lover, in the
Bombay Presidency tvfagistrate's Couri, but ato com-
monsense and intelligence. Here is a serious novel,
b{lliantly writte_n, that has never been widely read.
Whether it is obscene or not has hitherto b6en the
concern of only a handful of litterateurs and lovers of
Iiterature. Even among those who have held the
book to be obscene, Ihat is, indecent by implied
standards of decency, it is by no means invar-iably
believed that such a-work has'no right to exist. Tha't
Ieaves us rvith er miniscule minority riho would prefer
it to be eliminated but are not ali necessarilv a^sreed
on how this should be- done. Some of tfreri' are
shrewd enough to consider banning irnpractical and
recommend the rnore effective metf,od 6f silent cen-
sure. Horv many, then, actively urge its removal from
circulation? Almost nobody. -

Mr. N{. Nasrullah, Additional Chief presiclency
N,Iagistrate_of Bombay,-acted on behalf of what may
be called this "lunatic fringe", when he ffned a book-
seller and. his partners foi selling a copy of Ladg
Chatteileg's Loier and possessing inothei Th" l""tt"-
ed lVagistratc held that "the ends of iustice would be
met by imposing a token sentence on the accused".
Thus an act which he described as in effect assistins
in the ro_cking of the foundations of society, in spreadl
ing_ "a 4evastating effect on all our accdpted inorals
and ethical values concerning the inGtitution of
marriage", and in corrupting tlre public, particularly
the young, such an act called for no more than a ffne
of Fl 40/- .to on-e partner of the ofiending bookshop
and Rs. %)/- each to two others!

Mr. Nasrullah's judgment avoids almost completely
any detailed analysis of Lawrence's book. His r6marki
on its themc and intentions ale grotesquely-inade-
quate. We are told, for instance, thirt Lawrence wrote
the novel when he was a "sick and dying rn-an bet-
ween 1926 ancl 1928". Lawrence published The
Plume-rJ Serpent,in 1926 and as he rrsrfrlly r,r'rote very
fast this rnirst have been prodrrcecl in ihe previotu
year. In 1928, he brought out a collection bf short
stories rvhich included The Woman WIrc Rocle Au;au
and a voltrme of essays entitled Munings irt r\Ieilco.
Although he rvas tubercular for several years, it can-
not be said that he u'as a sick ancl dying man, except
between September 1929 and N{arch 1930. If N,h'.

Nasrullah is to be believed Lavvreuce was nearly five
years adying. Considcring his volunrirrous otrtptrt in
this pcliocl, it is certain that Latvlencc had- rnolc
r.italitl,' in :r dy'ing statir than rn<lst nrcu, incltrdiug
geniuses, have displayed rvhen living.

IVr. Nasmllah also needlesslv comr-nittecl himself
to thc vierv th:rt La*'rencc \r'ils ol)scssecl s'ith sonrc
urge, presur-nably morbid, "to shirke the rvorld" nt
any cost, "to throrv a bombshell" for the sake of

which he had "obviously indulged in certain excesses
...". To Lawrence himself, the Maeistrate attributed
the opinion that Lady Chatterleg's Looer "was not
everybody's book, but only for the intellectuals in
universities". While it is quite likely that Lawrence
may have said that his book is not for everybody, it
is prima facie impossible he could have said that it
was for "intellectuals in universities". This injustice,
at least, Lawrence should have been spared.

What follows is worse. Mr Nasrullah declared that
his court rvas "primarily concerned with the reaction
of the average man in society as distinguished from
the intellectuals in universities on one hand and the
libertines on the other." This bafling triple division
of humanity reduces the judgment to a farcical level.
Some average men are also libertines and many are to
be found among "intellectuals in universities" not
only in India but all over the world. Then there is the
ign'oranrus, u,hose response to Lady Chnttedey's
Looer is said to be of no relevance. Presumably, Mr.
Nasrullah meant that condemnations of the novel by
the ignoramus dicl not infl.uence his judgment. It was
hardly necessary to confuse matters further by men-
tioning this additional category of human beings.' It
overlaps substantially rvith a dubious average hnd is
in any case meaningful only rvithin a specific context,
unless used in a pejorative sense.

The ignorarnus is as likely to be corrtrpted as the
average-man by u,hatever is-alleged to be corruptible,
and is surely as urrrch in need of protection from it.
The same is true of "intellechrals in universities" as
well as "libertines". The questions that are begged
are whethel such protection is worth providing in an
open society, whether it does not defeat its own ends,
whether it' does not eventually tend to extend its
range without limit, rvhether it does not invariably
become riddled rvith contradictions.

N{r. Nasmllerh rvas not altogether oblivious of the
fact that freedorn of expression was an issue in the
case before him, He resolved it by drawing the line
rvhere it is "exercised in such a way as to prese-nt
a danger to society..." Here again, presumably, the
dangei operates through the "average" person, n_ot

the -univeisity intellectial, not the libertine, not the
ignorarnus. The virtual irnpossibility of having to
trrke a decision on tlris basis, does not appear to have
troublecl NIr, Nasrullah. For the sake of mythical
average, he glorifies ":rccepted nrorals and ethical
val,.reil' 

'ancl tlic "founclirtion^ on s'hiclr society stood".
No incouvenient questiotrs tteed be askecl about the
ctrnclitiou tlf all thilt is "accepted".

T'he Bomlli.ty footnote, it it rnay be so crllecl, to the
hist<rlv of follu Clnttcrlul cirsc. is rrnfortrrnately an
ignoniinious oric. It clocs irot cvctr ltirve thc rnerit of
scrious intellectual coutetlt, and is likely to expose

(Continuarl tnr Pagc 77)



Withput Comment,

Communism vs. Arab
Nationalism

PRAVDA ATTACKS CAIRO JOUBNALS

Moscol, May 3I - The Soviet Government
newspaper Praoda today made a violent attack on
two Cairo publications and editors, including the
newspaper Al Ahram, which frequently reflects the
policies of United Arab Republic President, Gamal
Abdel Nasser.

Praoda charged that Al Ahram. and the weekly AI
Mussauar /arl "iimultaneously opened their pages for
the vilest anti-Soviet slander, concocted in accordance
with old recipes of the imperialist propaganda
kitchen."

Prarsda, singling out an article written for Al Ahrant
by Mr. Kamal Hamdi Abu Kheir, said: "The level of
Abu Kheir's empty prattling about socialism, or rather
against socialism, islevealed by his attempt to identify
tlie socialist order, which triumphed on a vast part of
the world, with the bloody regimes of Nazi Germany
and fascist ltaly."

Praoda, attacking Al Mussouar's editor-in-chief
Fikri Abaza, said his open letter to Soviet Premier
Khrushchev apparently had been written after he had
heated himselT^up lik6 a "Bassar Fakir."

It specially crilicized Mr. Abaza's suggestion that
the Sdviet Uirion should halt activities oT-its commu-
nist parties in Arab countries.

"The slanderous exercise of Mr. Abaza and Mr.
Kheir will never detract from the truly noble and
ereat mission of the Soviet Union in African cdun-
iries," Prauda added. -Hinduston Times, June 2.

RUSSIA PROTESTS TO UAR

Moscovr', June 3 - The Soviet Union protested
through its Central Council of Trade Unions- today
asainit arrests and torture of Arab communist leaders
bi the United Arab Republic.'The oftcial Soviet eommunist Party neu'spaper,
Praoda, published this ffrst Jormal -protest.

Other 3oviet newspapers have taken up the subject
recently in a less direct fashion.

The' Praucla protest speciffcally mentionecl the
recent death'of tire Leban?se commttnist letrder, Ir{r,
Faradzhalla Khel, in a Syrian prison.

It said: "On behalf of'millitjns of trterrtlret's o[ tlrt'
Soviet Tlacle Uniou, the All-Unitnt Council o[ Centrtrl
Trade Unions expresses tr wrtrthful protest aga-inst the
arbitraliness <,f ihe local authorities in tlre UAII to-
s,ards the plisoners, trnd appeirls to the UAR Govelrr-
rnent to iitervene inrrnediatelv :rrld take llecessary
lnclsllres t() sl()ll nrockerrt arrd tortrtre arrrl to set fret'
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patriots, democrats and activists of the working clas"
movement."

Praoda added: "Many'Syrian patriots and demo-
crats have been killed. The threat of physical destruc-
tion dontinues to hang over those who are still alive."

The protest also said that "the torture of .patrioJs,
true sons of the motlerland, is a crying violatiob$of
democratic rights and liberties, and a trainitling uf
elementary understanding of justice and humen6ness."*All this naturally evokes a feeling of disgust and
indignation of all honest people." ; 

_

-Hlndastan Timeq ;lune 4.

CAIRO WINS FIRST ROUND OF WORD' WAA

Beirut, June 7 - The United Arab Republic.appears
to have won the ffrst round in the new verbal battle
with the U.S.S.R.

U.A.R. authorities yesterday produced before
journalists in Damascus, one of those the Moscow
Radio had named as having died.

However, it is known many Arab communists are
in prisons or under house-arrest in both Egypt and
Syria, and the Soviet Union has become increasingly
critical over the past months of U.A.R. domestic
policy towards communism.

Hitherto the Soviet Government has been prepared
to lvink an eye at U.A.R.'s treatment of its communists.
It evidently felt this was a small price to pay in return
for Egypt's friendship on the international level and
suppoit-against the 

-West on most major issues. 
'A

friendly Etypt was vital for the Soviet's African
policy.-Above all no attempt was made_to use Egypt's
heavy economic obligations towards the U.S.S.R. to
force the U.A.R. to c-hange its attitude towards Arab
communism.

But today there are signs that the U.S.S.R. is consi-
dering wieiding the big stick. It is no coincidence
that S"oviet attaEks on thE U.A.R. are taking place dur-
ins the nrenaratory neutrals' conferenc'e now attended
by" 22 nitidns in Cairo. This conference is unpopular
r*'ith the Soviet Union, both because it is partly inspir-
ed bv Malshal Tito and also because the President
has rirade no secret that he wants it to be genuinely
neutral of both Eastern and Western blocs.

-Inclian Express, June 8.

MOSCOW IGNORES NEUTRAL SUMMIT

Vienua, fune 7 - While the Cornmunist Radio and
Press continues to comment with approval on the
Vienna talks and to quote optimisti-c- Western edi-
torials, it is turning its attenti^on to the quarrel that
lras suddenl)' risen'Letu'een the communist world and
the UAR.

As on art earlit:r occasion of \'loscorv-Cairo animo-
sity-in the rvinter of 1958-59-a campaig-n b-egan,over
tlre arrests of many commttnists in the UAR and the
activities in tlic' Soviet bl<lc of the exiled Syrian
communist leader. NIr. Khalid Ragdash-it is Bulga-
ria that hirs beerr chosen to leacl- the attack' Both
Sofia Rrr<lio antl the oflicial Comrtrunist Party rrelvs-
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paper comment on the present open "wave of terror
and persecution against progressive, workers in the- UAR.''

Western obseivers believe that the present rift goes
much deeper and is producing tough& attitudqs t-han
the previous dispute. The neutralist pre-summit meet-
ing in C_airo is almost ignored in the tommunist Press
and Radio.
' 't

: KEEUSHCIIEV WARNS UAE

: Cairo, June 9 - Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev
has warned the United Arab Republic Government
that it is putting its-elf in a critical position by taking
an anti-communist line.

Mr. Khrushchev mirde the statement to a UAR
parliamentary delegation which visited Moscow last

.month. It was published today by the Al Ahram,
together with the reply senb to the Russian leader by
the delegation leader, National Assembly Speaker
Anwar el Sadate.

Mr. Khruschev told the delegation: "If you want
ii socialism you should not say you are against commu-I nism. You are thus putting yourselves in a critical

position and will fall into the imperialist trap. I am
warning you, I speak in all honesty.

The Russian leader said that communism could
give the Arabs a better life.

He said that the UAR was like a beginner in
socialism.

In his reply, Ir{r. el Sadate said that the UAR's ffght
against communisnr was conffned within their national
boundaries and prompted by the attitude of local
communists to their national revolution.

He added that the UAR disagreed with lvlr.
Khriishchev's "closed circle" divisio.-n of the world
systems into capitalism and communism.

-Hindustan Timns, June 10.

AR,AB STATES'WAR,NING

Cairo, June 11 - lvlinisters from four Arab States,
here for the Arab defence conference, on Saturday

, (fiow NoT To Ban a BooK - cont'd. lrom page 9)

us to ridicule if it receives auy :rttention outside India.
That is why I started by saying that cornmonsense
and intelligence are as much at stake, perhaps more
so, in the jtrdgment on Lawrence's novel here, as
freedorn of expression. Even if none in India wish to
exercise that fteeclorn to the extent irnplied in this
(:ase; evell if none are gcnrrinrrly inteil:stecl in $'itnes-
sing it; even if the book is tn.rly corrtrpting ancl sub-
versive; even if there rrre s<luncl leasons fclr banning
it; even if all these circumstances erist. thc Nasrullah
verdict w'otrlcl still be rrtrocious for its sheer n'ruddle-
headedness. Thrrt is the rnost pathetic aspect of thc.
case as it s'irs settled in Bombay.

strongly condemneC the Soviet Union's ":;'":ff:paganda campaign" against the United Arab Rep-ub-
lic.

The Saudi Arabia Defence Minister, Emir Moha-
med Ibn Seoud, stressed that the campaign was not
directed solely against the U.A.R., but against all
other Arabs as well.

He said that his country completely approved the
U.A.R.'s attitude toward the campaign, and hoped
the Soviet attacks would be halted- so as to presewe
Soviet-Arab friendship.

-lnd.ian Erpress, June 12.

PEACE COUNCIL SUPPORTS RUSSIA

New Delhi, June 18 - The communist-sponsored
All-India Peace Council has joined the Moscow-
direct-ed campq{gn against the United -Arab Republic
for alleged ruthless suppression of Arab commufusts.

Following a directive from the communist world
peace movement headquarters in Vienna, Indian
Peace Council president Sunder Lal sent a protest
letter last week to President Nasser repeating Mos"o*
complaint that Lebanese communist leader Jafrullah
Helou was brutally murdered in a UAR prison,

trIr. Sunder Lal, it is believed, prefaced his protest
by praising President Nasser peisonally, seeking to
imply that the UAR President had no hand in his
Government's anti-communist actions.

-Hind,ustan. Times, June 19.

(L,IUSLIM CONVENTION-Continued from page 7)

cipation by Dr. Z. A. Ahmed, the communist leader.
How does the communist deal with minority opinion
in a Communist State? How much protection,does
communism give to Islamic culture and religi,on and
language? In-fact what is the position of a-believer
in i Cdmrnunist State? These q-uestions are answei-J
in advance for him by the practices of the Soviet,
Chinese and other Communist States rvhom he has
actively supported. He demands enforcement of the
liberal Constitution of India but fully and emphati-
cally supports the absence of all liberties in Com-
munist States. Thus, there appears a lack of integrity
in his position. He was indeed a misfit in the Con'
vention. But he stuck on because the elections are
coming and he could fully exploit the name that he
bore, ilthough he u'irs not responsible for it'

In sunt, thi Convention was irseful not only Io th"
l\,lrrslirns but to all thoughtful citizens. It should
Itave it dccp and pervasive effect, plovided tlre issues
raisecl by it are clarified in the crotlrse of furthe:r irucl
ulor'() rvidespreacl tlelilielatiorr. antl prol'idccl thc
Congress leidership begins to u'ake rrp from the
effects of its pou'er intoxication. But u'ill it? It is

basically uot t qttestion of vtltcs; it is tlttc, of belief
in basic values 6f sect lar democracy rooted in thc
sanctity of the inclividual,

l1
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Our knees do not tremble at the world revolution.
We believe in it.

-President Kennedy, Thnes of lruIia, May 5.

If you waut Socialism, you should not say you are
against Comnrunism. You are thus putting yourself in
a critical position and will fall into the imperialist
trap.

-Nikita Khrushchev, to UAR Parliarnentary
delegation, lndian Express, June 10.

At present West Berlin sticks like an inftrriating
bone in the Soviet throat, and Mr. Khrushchev would
be glad to get rid of it by swallowing it.

-Examincr, June 24.

The fox is loose, Mr. President. He's after the
chickens and you live in the chicken house.

-Vice-President Lyndon Johnson to President
Ngo Dinh Diem, Time Magazine, June 2.

J fnur. is really no such thing as "non-intervention';
the very existence of a free society is a form of inter-
vention in the internal affairs of dictatorships.

-J. P. Roche, Neu Leod,er, NIay 15.

There is daurn well not going to be another Congo
in Kenya.

-Ian Macleod quoted in

With Many Voices
Voans rounrl with many voices. 

""-",;thjr?g'"fis not too late to seeli I newer world." '
-Tenngsoa.

What an umbrella-word is leftistl How,rnanv take
shelter under its shade! Is a well-known medical man
a communist? Well......er......he is leftist. Is an
equally well-known writer, a scientist, a communist?
You know, the apologist will say, both of them are
leftist......Is Krishna Menon a communist? Pat
comes the answer, he's a leftist. Are jougnals which
persistently support the Soviet cause communist? No,
they are always leftist.

-A. D. Gorwala, Opi.nion, May 23.

. . . . . . Petty theft is widespread as any car-owner
in Moscow will tell vou &r he removes hii hub-shields
and windscreen-wipLrs before parking his'vehicle for
the night' 

-Rarph parker, Thought, May 27.

Geography has made us neighbours. History,has
made us friends.' Economics has made us partners.
Necessity has made us allies.

-President *""lxuJ,"T 
Itr" 8mj;:*,ltl'f a:

The lau' rnay not be able to make a rnan love me,
but it can keep him from lynching me.

-lr4artin Luther King, Tim.e Magazine, June 2.

Econonist' lvlaY 2o' 
There are more

dits, and maulvis
lnunal parties prrt

rajas, maharajas, capitalists, pant
in the Congress than all the com-
together pkrs the Swatantra Party.

-Mankind, May 1961.

If 'Castro, Che Guevera and his other associates are
not commnnists, they are certainly cheating the inter-
national comrnunist movement of its dues.

-William Henry Chamberlain, NetD Leader,
April 10.
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