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BROKEN NOSE “A MINOR AFFAIR”

Communist Minister Raghunath Reddy in Action

(We publish in the public interest a translation from Marathi of a report by a special correspondent that
appeared in LOKSATTA, a leading daily of Bombay on 20th June 1973, which shows the mischief that results

when a Communist is made Labour Minister.).

IT is leamnt that after Mr. Raghunath Reddy has
taken over charge of the Union Labour Ministry,
the Centre has started interfering in a big way in
industrial disputes in States. Even the Maharashtra
State has not escaped from such interference. It is con-
sidered that the tripartite meeting held by the Central
Labour Minister on 4th June in connection with the
Voltas dispute is the beginning of such interference,

Mr. Raghunath Reddy was previously a Commun-
ist. Keeping in mind this background, many Com-
munist labour leaders are trying to bring pressure on
State Governments through him. What is more, it is
learnt that leftist leaders have started a movement of
bringing about interference by the Centre by defam-
ing State Labour Ministers. The Voltas Employees’
Federation had published a bulletin just twe days
prior to the tripartite meeting accusing that the State
Labour and Industries Minister, Mr. Narendra Tidke,
was fayouring Management.

Need for a National Policy

However, in reality the Labour Minister, Mr. Tidke,
was right from the beginning making efforts to bring
the strike to an end. Mr. Tidke has been repeatedly
putting forth his own thinking that there should be a
national policy in respect of computers, on which issue
the lock-out and strike originated. It is understood
from the Labour Ministry that Maharashtra State was
the only State which has advocated such a strong stand.
In the absence of a national policy on computers, the
State Government has laid down guidelines so that
workers do not suffer even indirectly. Mr. Tidke
persuaded the Management of Voltas to agree to these
guidelines. : .

If this is so, why did the Central Labour Minister,
Mr. R. Reddy, agree to hold a tripartite meeting on
the Voltas dispute? It is reliably learnt that the

President of the Bombay Congress, Barrister Rajni
Patel, took a lead in bringing about this meeting and
before doing so, did not even discuss the matter or
take the opinion of the State Labour Minister,
Mr. Tidke.

From available information, it is understood that at
the tripartite meeting held at Sachivalaya on 4th June,
the Central Minister, Mr. Reddy, said that the present
laws are outdated. He even expressed the opinion at

(Continued on page 15)

IN THIS ISSUE

For our lead story we have turned this month
to the Marathi language press, which often dis-
tinguishes itself without the English knowing
reader being any the wiser for it.

Unless your car was bashed by Communist
hooligans on May 15th, you will enjoy reading
Mr. Raju’s article on the bandhs and what they
did not accomplish.

Encouraged by the respectability given to it
by U.S. accolades, the Kremlin is intensifying its
relentless war on the Russian people and in parti-
cular the intellectuals. Freedom First is privileged
to publish the Postseript to a Memorandum
which the eminent Academician Sakharov
addressed to Brezhmev without eliciting any
reply,

Arthur Miller's Collected Plays are reviewed,
as well as Benedict Costa’s Socialist Princes.

QOur last issue provoked to our delight several
letters two of which we publish this month,
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