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THE BIG BANG

M. R. Masani

= AS usual, correspordents of the American liberal

press are at it again — living up to their record of
misleading their readers about popular attitudes in
India. Writing on May 19 from New Delhi, Lewis
M. Simons informed the Washington Post that it was
“almost impossible to find an Indian who did not take
enormous pride in the government’s achievement”
over the big blast in the Rajasthan desert.

Stuff and nonsense. There are thousands of Indians
who feel embarrassed and distressed, if not angry, at
the Government’s policy on this point and the Editor
happens to be one of them. But by no means the only
one. Thus, the Statesman, in its issue of May 19
immediately after the blast was quite early to de-
nounce what it described in the title of its editorial as
“Total Irresponsibility.” Looking for reasons for this
development and failing to find one, the Stafesman
came to the conclusion that it could be nothing other
than “plain conceit.” “India”, it wrote, “can make it,
therefore let it be made. And to hell with the obvious
potential consequences to the peace of the world and

"= every international conference at which India bleats

idealism and minds other people’s business.”

Nor is this critical reaction confined to a particular
line of thought or ideology. The Economic and Poli-
tical Weekly of May 25, definitely a “leftist” journal,
entitled its editorial “Cultivating our Egos with
Delight and Terror.” In the same issue, its corres-
pondent from Calcutta wrote contemptuously: “As for
the supposedly peaceful uses to follow the blast, one’s
first impulse is to break out in a Nixonian expletive: an
administration which over a number of years has
been unable to set right the troubles bedevilling the
nuclear power plant at Tarapur should have the de-
cency to stay away from the theme of how, henceforth,
the atom was going to be deployed for peaceful pur-
poses.” The writer's own understanding of the blast
was: “A lifebuoy, an attempt to refurbish the govern-
ment’s sagging image, a deus ex machina to drown the
tale of inflation and the crippling railway strike in

the cacophony of manufactured raptures a successful
blast could be expected to give rise to.”

Even the communist K. A. Abbas, on the last page
of Blitz, asks the question: “Bread— or Bombs?” and

MUCLEAR'

DN HERBILOSE
VI874 Herblock
‘You-wouldn't let down a fel-
low club member, would you?'

Courtesy: Washington Post
dryly comments: “It is good to read the headlines in
the morning newspaper, ‘INDIA JOINS NUCLEAR
CLUB’ — but only after a satisfying breakfast!”
Wrong Priorities

‘The world as a whole, of course, has condemned
the Indian government’s policy as being utterly lack-
ing in a proper sense of priorities and has rejected
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