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A HOMESPUN PRIME MINISTER 
S. V. Raju 

"WHATEVER happens, happens for the good" runs 
an ancient Indian proverb. This spirit of fatalis­

tic optimism is, illustrated by an Indian tale of long 
ago when a prince in anger imprisoned his Minister 
who, instead of sympathising with the prince over the 
loss of one of his fingers in an accident, chose the 
occasion to console the prince with this proverb. Some 
time later the prince, out hunting, was captured by' a 
forest tribe and readied for a sacrifice to their deity. 
Fortunately for the prince the highpriest d·iscovering 
that the prince had only nine fingers jn; all had him 
released as their deity demanded a human being with 
all his physical attributes intact. The first thing the 
prince did on returning to his palace was to order his 
Mi111ister's release and appoint him Prime Minis,ter ! 

This tale comes to mind when one sees Mr. Morarji 
Desai today in the office of the Prime Minister of 
India. The religious man that he js with a strong 
belief in fate, even he could not have imagined that 
the route destiny had chosen for him WOJ-lld be such 
a tortuous one. Nor that he would bel placed in that 
position not by the Congress which he faithfully served 
for almost forty years but by those in the opposition 
who less than a decade earlier were howling for his 
head. 

If Morarjibhai had been an astute politician who 
played his cards well and knew the art of sitting on 
the fence like some of his contemporaries, one could 
say that it was not SQ much fate but his political cun­
ning that took him to the Prime Minister's su~te. But 
not even his worst deh·actors would claim this. He has 
all the attributes that a! successful politician ~t is 
believed should not have. He is blunt to the extent of 
being offensive at times and has the unfortunate habit 
of calling a spade a spade; he is s,tubbom to' the point 
of mulishness; he is a man of undoubted ~ntegrity; he 
has a number of fads; and has a strong sen.1.se of mora­
lity, of right and wrong. To those who would have us 
believe that honesty is not the best policy, .at least in 
Indian politics, his achievement is a living example 
that sometimes it is ! 

In upbringing, traditions, atti1tudes and beliefs we 
have in Morarji Desai a true representative not of 
theJ sophisticated urban elites as both Nehru and his 
daughter were, but of the people of rural India with 

all their virtues and their foibles . Truly can it be said 
that he is a homespun Prime Minister. 

To the generation that is now on its way out, 
Morarjibhai is a man who evokes extreme reactions­
from those who1 would make a hero of him to thp:se 
who dislike him intensely. As Home Minister and later 
Chief Minister of Bombay State he had the reputa~ion 
of being a strong but ruthless adiiJinistr.ator who, des­
pite his profession of non-violence, had no hesitation 
in ordering the police to open fire in order to main­
tain law and order. His critics describe him as a 
hypocritical moralist who sought to defend his son 
charged with taking advantage of his father's position 
for personal gain. On the other ha~nd his admirers 
describe him as a true Gandhian with an almost 
fanatical devotion to Mahatma Gandhi. For a person 
who occupied various seats of authority for over three 
decades it is hardly surprising that he evokes s,uch 
reactions and perhaps in the process has created quite 
a few enemies. He of course will not .agree that he 
considers anyone his enemy. " . ... Whatever happiness 
or unhappiness I enjoy", he writes in his Autobio­
graphy (Morarji Desai-The Story of My Life- Two 
volumes; Macmillans India, pp 650, Rs. 125.00) "is 
a result of my past actions .and I do not consider the 
person through whose agency I may enjoy it respoillSi­
ble for it. I have, therefore, never considered anybody 
as my enemy in my life. There might be many who 
consider me as their enemy, but I have not considered 
anybody as my enemy .... " 

As far back as November 26, 1950, in a letter to 
Mr. M. C. Chagla, then Chief Justice ofl the Bombay 
High Court, Morarjibhai wrote : "If dictatorship over­
takes this country in my lifetime, I shall not be in 
the seat of Government but am sure to suffer ~t1erribly 
and even lose my head in .an attempt to fight the 
dictatorship . .. " . Little could he have suspected tha1t 
the attempt at dictatorship would come, and from' his 
own party. But it speaks for the man that when the 
chips were dpwn in November 1969 he cast his lot with 
principles and morality and not with political mani­
pulation and chicanery of the worst kind. What made 
it even more commendable was the fact that he sup­
ported just those persons of the syndicate who had 

(conti11ued on page 11) 



Between You 'l,r Me and The Lamp Post

The Planning Commission

1.1N 24th Ma/ the daily newqpapers carried a press
vrelease from the Prime Minister's Secretariat that
a report that the Union Government was considering
the winding up of the Planning Commission was'widely
speculative and without foundation' and 'that the
vacancies in the Planning Commissicvn are being filled
soon'.

What a great pity ! In our view one of the precondi-
tions of reviving the Indian ecorromy is the abolition
o! the Planning Commission, an organ established by
Jawaharlal Nehru as a replica of the Soviet Gostplan.
Prof. Mahalanobis and many other Marxists who have
infested the Commission have been a bane to this
country's economy. Fanatical Statism and an obsession
with steel and he,avy industry to the neglect of agricul-
ture and consumer goods have marked the Commission's
objectives.

It may be argued, of course, that all that is necessary
is to change the Commission's purpose and put in
place of leftists like Mr. P. N. Haksar liberals like
Prof. D. T. Lakdavala and Mr. Raj Krishna. One
wishes it were as simple as all that.

Students of history have to face the fact that an
institution devised for one purpose is not easilyj made
to serve a v€ry different one. Beating swords into
ploughshares has been talked about since time im-
memoria{ but the sword still remains a sword and is
very vigorously wielded. The National Planning Com-
mission was forged as part of Nehru's State Socialism
and command economy. We beg leave to doubt whether
it can be converted into, an instrument of indicative
planning which permits the functioning of market
forces and competitive free enterprise.

So we repeat : what a pity !

Politics in Sports

f O the list of Ministers to whom we were able to
^ offer a bouquet in the columns of our June issue

we would like to add one more, that is Mr. Sikander
Bakht, Union Minister for Works and Housing. Him-
self a hockey playcr of long standing, Mr. Sikander
Bakht spoke at a reception accorded to him at the
Nationll Stadium in New Delhi and took the opportu-
nity to refer to politics in sporrts. According to him
"administrators had introduced politics into sport but
the ugly cancer has spread into the ranks of sports-
men too". He appealed to sporits officials to keep i,t
clean and tcr keep politics out of sport. How right he
was. We certainly welcome his lead.

Unfortunately. carried away by his enthusiasm, the
Minister went on to threaten that if. things did not

)

improve, he would not hesitate to taking strong action.
Would'nt that too be political interference in sport,
Mr. Minister ?

Exporting Wrong Numbers

D Y common consent the conditioor of Bombay'sD telephones has never been as deplorable as it is
now. There has been a steady decline in the funption-
ing of the telephone system. For this rlhe officers and
staff of the telephone department are not to be blamed.
It is understood that, in so far. as the Fort area is
concerned, the adoption of the system called the Cross-
bar system by the Ministry in Delhi; many years ago
is the basic cause of the inconvenience caused to
subscribers. At the same time it must bo conceded
that not all the problems arise in the Fort area. Even
visih to Delhi show that subscribers there are suffe ing
alongside of Bombay.

One of the main headaches is getting a wrong ,num-
ber on dialling the right one. The Telephone Depart-
ment have agreed that when one gets a wrong number
after dialling the right one should make a com-
plaint and the wrgng number will not be charged to
one's account. The
only snag is getting
198 ! It takes so many
calls and so much
time to regisiter one's
complaint that it is
less painful to pay for
the wrong number.

In this respect we
have pleasure in re-
producing a little car-
toon which appeared
in the Sunday Ti.mes
in London where also
evidently wrong num-
bers appear to be not altogether unkngwn.

Cartoonists Wanted

II/ HILE on the subject of cartoons, Freedom First
v v would very much prefer cartoons provided by local

artists on topics of the day rather then get them, how-
ever attractive; they might be, from the foreign press.
We are sure Bombay is bursting with budding cartoonists
who ard unknown to us. Would not some young men
or women who would like their cartoons to see tthe
light of day send thern to us? We shall be glad to use
whichever of them is acceptable and pay a small
honorarium in token of our appreciation,

iwrush:
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Freedom Fbst

Foot Recalls Hitler
ll4' R. Michael Foot has done it again, and once agair]IVI we delight in reporting iris aitics. His latest 

-one

was to open up old wounds between the British Govern-
ment and the Judiciary when on May 15 he called
into question the fairness of the Courh. His pariicular
point was that the judges were unfair to trade
unionists: "It does so happe.rn to be the case that if
the freedom of the people of this country-and especi-
ally the rights of trade unionists-had been left to
the good sense and the fairurindeness of judges, we
would have precious few freedoms in this country".

Before long many lawyers and others producedi the
record to show that the facts were entirely to the
contrary and that the Courts had been good friends
of the rights of collective bargaining.

Among those who took Mr. Foot to task was the
eminent jurist, Lord Shawcross, former Labour Attor-
nery-General who, in the course of a speech, said :

"That ranting, rising, sometimes almoqt screaming voice
that I listened to last Saturday reminded me more
than anything else of Hitler. And some of the conlent
too. Mr. Foot, once thought of as such a good parlia-
mentarian, seems to be developing all the instilpts of
a dictator. Fortunately, he is too old to become one."

Another commentator wrote in the correspondeAce
columns of the Times: "The proponent of the closed
shop and a staunch apologist for Mrs. Gandhi's
authoritariad regime whose assault on the individual's
liberties had led to the campaign for a Bills of Rights
now has the effrontery to pose as a defender of those
rights he has restricted and would erode further. Is
there no limit to Mr. Foot's hypocrisy ?"

' On Dogs and Men

f love dogs and am very fond of the adages allegedly'' mouthed by women: 'Love me, love my dog,' or
'The more I see of men the more I love dogs'.

Despite all this my sympathies are with the Editor
of the British Poet Oftice magazine entitled Cowier
which, in its March issue, reported that during the
year 1976 dogs had bitten no less than 3,700 British
postmen who were engaged in the task of delivering
mail from doon to door. So the magazine advised the
postmen : "If you are attacked by i dog, kiclc at its
head".

The British are proverbially lovers of animals and
it is not surpriqing to learn that the next issue of the
Couricr was full of howls of outrage at the brutal
advice it had given. Even a postal offiCer wrote: "Never
lash out at a dog or kick it. If you arE faced with
a menacing dgg, try to reassure it by talking quietly
and keep calm. Don't panic. Leave quietly". The
Editor ol the Couricr hai pointed out fhat ihe irate
letter-writer had missed thd poinrt. The advice given
was .what to do when attacked, not when confrdnted
by a potentially hostile animal.
. Ass-erting the rights of the human being as a mem.
ber of the animal kingdom, the Editor a-ptly summed

Jula tslT

up the issue : "When a dog attacks, it is every animal
for itself-and that includes the human animal".

Any protests ?

Nepotism

NEPOTISM is supposed to be an Oriental trait.
r \Actually it is a human foible. Proof of thi$ comes
from Britain, the country perhaps least pfone to trhat
phenomenon. The name of the British Prime Minister's
son,-in-law, Mr. Peter Jay, was announced on May 13
as British Ambassador in Washington. Irnmediately,
there was a storm about what was described by some
Labour MP as 'nepotism'. Mr Callaghan's defence
wa{i that in view of the high qualities and calibre of
his son-in-law, he could not deny an opportu,t{ty to
Mr. Jay simply because he was his sp-n-inlaw. How
reminiscent of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's defence
of the facilities given to Maruti because rh" too f"lt
it would be unfair to deny a young man of such out-
standing qualities the necessary opportunity just be-
cause he happened to be her son!

I must confess to a modicum of sympa.thy with Mr.
Peter Jay and others in his predicament because I hap-
pened once to be a victim, when my father was Vice-
Chancellor of the tsombay University, of his taking the
line that it was much better to be unfair to one's owtn
son than to be fair to him in such a situd,tion.

My father vetoed my name, which was suggested by
the Law Faculty, as an examiner in the LL.B. exami-
nation some time in the thirgies when I wae a young
Barrister. Since I was an impecunious young man to
whom the examiner's fee wguld have mattered, I was
somewhat depressed by my father's obi'ter dictum that,
while he was Vice-Chancellor, no son of his would get
a single rupee from Bombay University. When I re-
monstrated with my father at his somewhat Spartan
ideas on the subject, he promptly wrote out a cheque
for Rs. 2000 and asked me to stop discussing the mat-
ter. Thoroughly ashamed, I tore up the cheque and

IN THIS ISSUE
It is perhaps appropriate that our review article on
Mr. Morarji D:sai's ,Autobiography, which was
published before the Emergency, should appear
now that he occupies the position he does in our
national. life.
The courageous Soviet dissident Bukovsky urges
in the text of a speech delivered in Berlin Oha,t

the 'Frontierq of Freedom are within us'.
Brian Crozier, a consistent fighter for freedom,
asks derisively the question: 'Am I A McCar-
thyite?'.
The problems which the new government and the
country face in the coming months are considered
in a Memo by a distinguished mart in our public
life under the title 'The Concerns of Government
& Democracy'.
There are also two reviews and a lefter from a
correspondent.



FROI{TIERS OF FREEDOM WITHII\ US
Vladimir Bukovsky

(Text of address to the Free German Association in Berlin o,n 9th May 1977.)

f T has become part of our tradition to state that his captive $tate are created, he may tell himself, by- it is there, across the Berlin Wall, that the islands noble aims and humane aspirations.
of the Gulag Archipelago begin, where qppression and There is one of these which can calm even the
violenice begin, a world where there is no freedom. conscience of a hangman : "Ifl I do rnot, someole elso
Whereas here, on this side of the Wall, we enjoy the will do more harm than I am doing." How often I have
ideals of freedom and democracy. heard this argument from wardeis, lnterrogatorq and

But in reality the frontierl of freedom and lack of prison psychiatrists. I have heard it here from West
freedom are much more complicated. They lie inside German industrialists. "If I do not sell pipes to ths
each one of us. Soviet Union my competitors will get the-oiders. And

True, over there we are in a prison. But a man can I have 1,500 m6n working with mE."
retain freedom of choice, can he not, even in prison ? _ There were 1,500 men "with me" in the labour camp.
He can leave prisgn if _he pays the price of bttrayal. But many of them understood things differently : "If'I
He can try to-es-cape. He can demean himself to ob- do not, who will? And if noft noi, when?"-If I do
tain some small favour, or he can fight. There is this nothing now, while they beat my fiiend, tomorrow I
freedom in prison. - will aciept whep they oher me tlie job oi executioner.

A man who is not free within himself can find a Fveryday in my couhtry a: man's eirtire experience of
mass of self-justifyiDg arguments. The temptalions of life repeats to him, "Say nothing." Howevirl in spite

BETWEEN YOU & ME AND THE LAMP POST (continued)

conceded he was rigbt.
Some time in the late sixties Rajaji told trhis story

which.he qtgJed from my father's bidgraphy by B. K.
Karanjia while advising Mrs. Indira Cinatri-Uul, UlooC
being thicker than water, his advice was not taken-
with disastrous consequences.

Meaningless Labels

THE victory of the Likud Party 1n the General
^ Elections in lsrael has certainly set the cat amorrg

the pigeons and there is a great Oeit ot fluttering w*cfi
is not restricted to Arab dovecotes. Following ttre lead
of the Anglo-American press, the Indian press tog has
joined in the ballyhoo by describing Likud as 'rightist'
and 'reactionary'.

A little study and research on the part of gur news
agencies and commentators would, have revealed that
theso fatuous labels, "left" and "right", have as little
relevaqce in Israel as they do in India and other coun-
tries. Likud is a bloc in which diverse elements havo
cgmbined and, while some of these are undoubtedly na-
tiornlist ard conservative, others are quite t5eral.
Thus, the Liberal Party of fsrael, which ij affiliated to
the Liberal fnternational, is an important cqrstitue.nt
of Likud. It has increased the number of seats whichit has gained in Parliament, coming olly second to
Hqyt, Mr. Begin's own party.
- The Liberal Party of Isiael, as I happen to know, are
b-y no means warmomgers or rightidti, whatev;r 

-that

absurd phrase lifted from communist propaganda might
mean. It is time our cornmentators slied these tags
which have become meaningleqs and try to delve 1
little deeper. Mr. Begin has luite rightlf protested onvay 22 about the double standards adopted by the
Anglo-American press. In an augry ton; he said :t'Tt-r.t call Arafat a guerilla freeddn fighter and they
call me a Jewish terrorist."

Back To Stalin

T tIE general- run -of _Kremlinologists interpreted
^ the removal from the Soviet Politburo of prdsident

Nikolai Podgorny as a step in Mr. Brezhnev's ascent
to absolute power. What was expected by them was tlat
Podgorny would also be removed froni the president-
ship and that Brezhenev would then occupy that office
and thus combine in his hands supreme airihority bothin the Government and the farty. fnis has already
happened.

Simultaneo,usly, Brezhnev has introduced a discus-
sion on the. draf0 of a new Constitutim preseqted by
him to the Central Committee of the Comrirunisi firry.
This has been accom-panie{ by Brezhnev denouncirig
Stalinist excesses of the past.

I-n the- light, however, bf podgorny's brutal removal
and the increased concentration of power in Brezhnev,s
hands, ,Soviet citjzens will find it a titUe hard to takethese denunciations very serioujly. After all, Sialin s
Constitution promulgatei in 1936'was also annourrced
ls "!he .most democratic in the world". So how can
Brezhnev's be even more democratic? Words, *p"ar,
words.

t
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of decades of terror, more and more people are emer-
eins who refuse to say nothing, becauss it is exactly
f,.rE that the frontier exists botween freedom and
caotivitv.

in y6ur world, I think, it is easier to be free. But
I will give you an example. You all know about what
happened in Poland, how workerq who dared to go
on strike were beaten and thrown irnto prison. You
all know how much the Polish economy depends on
the German economy. One single threat of a strike in
the German factories which fulfil Polish orders, with
a demand to release Polish workers from prison, could
well force the Gierek Government to carry this out.

The West German trade unions stayed deaf to the
call for solidarity. But remember, your freedom ends
-at that very point where your solidarity with the per-
secuted ends. Tomorrow you may refuse to defend
your own workers, and the day after tomorrow no one
will defendl you.

A man alway has something to lose, a step back-
wards that he can take. Even in solitary confinement
in Vladimir prison, where there is n9 light, no air, no
bed, no books, and soup only once a day, a man can
continue to fight and be given another term of solitary.

Of course the West is still a long way from ar cell
in Vladimir, but it is learning and getting used to the
idea of "soup once a day".Your politicians are success-
fully putting across the inevitability of the alternative
"either war or slavery". The policy of giving way and
gunying favour with the Soviet oppressors has already
led to a situation where several countries have becoml
states with limited govereignty.

- 
For instance, -your government is now planning to

close the Russian section of the Germin overseas
radio, because of its worry that even the tone of voice
of the announcer might seem subversive to the Soviet
leadership.

This is being done to a country where millions of
people every night press their ears against their radio
loudspeakers to pick up your German broadcasts
lhro-ugh the jamming, to find out what is happening
in the world. I congratulate you ! They have
forbidden you to knock oi the wail and
commuicate with the man in the next cell.

And all this time communists are killinp
people on the Berlin wati, arownilg tilni
in the North Sea and blowing thenr: up on
the frontier. They do not feel embarrissed
about it, it is quite normal, it does not even
disturb these useful contacts between the
two Germanies.

Contacts between the two Germanies,
contacts bstween East and West-how do
those who signed the Helsinki agreement
unders,tand them ? With whom in the East
do they in-tend to cooperate, with the peoples
or the rulers ?

_ Nearly two year5 have passed since the
final act was signed. It mav be that the
text was formulated less precisely than pre-
vious international agreernents on human

Freedam Fl,rst

rights. So this lack of clarity gives the West a loophole,
a chanco to make new concessions. But Helsinki does
i,rrclude a new phenomenon, a provision for checking'
that the agreement is being observed.

At first we hoped that the Western world would
demand the fulfilment of the agreement in full. It was
precisely this that gave birth to a widespread "Helsinki
movement" in the Soviet Union and the East Euro-
pean countries. In Moscow, the Ukraine, Georgia,
Lithuania and Armenia organizations wereJ created to
monitor the agreement.

They managed to co,llect documonts compiled on the
basis of numerous complaints, by regearching concrete
instances and sifting infonnation. For they knew
that the Soviet Union would do everything to feed
the West falsE information. But they did not imagine
that the West would develop a readiness to be fed
this false information.

Today in Soviet prisons there are the following
members of Helsinki gloups : Yuri Orlov, Alexander
Ginzburg, Mikola Rudenko, Eviad Gamsakhurdia,
Oleksa Tikhi, Merab Kostava and Anatoli Shcharan-
sky. Defenders of human rights are in prison in Prague,
Berlin and Bucharest. They were arrested for giving
information to the 35 states whicll signed the agree-
ment. They chose freedom. ,

The governments and politicians of Western coun-
tries are already prepared to give up any demands
which they might make in Belgrade. At 

-the 
recent

conference of the Socialist International a majority
decision was taken not to "demand too much" in
Belgrade, because insisting on demands might harm
detente and ruin relation between East and- West. I
do not understand what "to demand too much" means.
The West should demand no morE and no less than
is written in the final act. Why was it sigrred after all ?

The Amsterdam delegates had no prison guards
with machine guns standing behind their backs, no
police dogs barking at their heels, and there was no
one to open fire at them "for attempting to es@pe".
They simply chose captivity of theii o*n free will.

A\AIARD WNNERS.
year after year!
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A1}T I A MCCARTHYITE?
Brian Crozier

on the very good reasons for being anti'Communist

E OR years now, anybody who draws attention toI the fact that Communists are Marxist-Leninists-
that is, totalitarians dedicated to the destruction of
pluralisU and representative systems, to,the liquidation
of enemies in concentration camps o'r lunatic asylums
or with mere bullets-is sure to be denounced as a
McCarthyite-that is, as an unprincipled demagogue
with dirty habits, such as smearing good socialists
and democrats.

Before you could read the last sentence, admittedly
a long one, somebxly is sure tg have said : "Reds,
under the bed," with "Right wing" or "Fascist" not
long behind. (Curiously, the McCarthyite smear tech-
nique is being wielded today by smearers of the
extreme Left, as I can testify, having lately been at
the receiving end with some of my associates).

After the wartime years of doubt, I became an
anti-Communist is 1964 precisely, on reading Kravch-
enko's "I Chose Fr0edom", and for exactly the same
reason as I had been anti-Nazi in the 1930s and 1940s:
because I am against systems that impose a brutal
uniformity upon whole populations, degrade humanity
anil find it necessary to kill on a vast scale.

Among the triumphs of the great red propaganda
,machine is the curious but widespread acceptancei of
the proposition that anybody who admits to being
anti-Communist must, ipso focto, be "Right-wing'i
In fact, the two attitudes are distinct and philolo-
phically unrelated. Of course true Right-wingers are
u.sually anti-Communist, but not n€cessarily for the
right reasons or even in awareness of whad it is they
are against.

But there is a long, and some wouldj say glorious,
tradition of Left-wing anti-Communism, of 

-which 
the

author of "An,imal Flrm", and "1984" was only one
celebrated example.

What about Ernie Bevin ? What about all the dis-
illusioned believers, for whom Communism became
'the God that failed"? For that matter, what about
Harold Wilson in 1966 after the seaments strike, with
his statemeryt in the House about that ..tightly-knit
group of politically motivated men',? (that of course
was in 1966 : Mr. Wilson wasn't using thai kind of
language in 1974 when the miners' slrike sent Mr.
Heath to the country; I wonder why. Ngw, in retire-
ment. he has started talking about unspecified ,.extre-
mists" in his own party).

I am anti-C.ommunist, finally, because I have taken
the trouble tg learn about Leninism, and anybody
who does take lhis t-rouble knows that. havingl oncl
understood what Leninism implies, you can be-for it,
and. you' can 

-be_ 
against it, but it ii quite impossibleto be neutral about it. And those who are, or say

6,

they are, o,r think they are, either are fooling them-
selves or don't know what Leninism is, or want to
save the option of jumping on whatever bandwagon
looks like streaking to the finish. (I must not be un'
generous : some are timid, more are afraid).

Of late, history has been unhelpful. It tpok an
immensely destructive war to destroy the power bases
o'f Fascist and Nazi totalitarianism. But destroyed
thoy were. fs1 .the same war saw the emergence of
the Soviet Union as a budding super-Power (now-fully
fledged), giving the Left totalitarians their power-base.
Unfortunately, for all the schisms of the Communist
world, no single country afflicted with Communist
rule since 1917 has ever rid itself of its local tyranny.

I hope to live to see at least the first, and remain,
though never a McCarthyite, an unrepentent anti-
Communisi.

develop the country and

'With AEE CEfr]EIT
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COI\CERI\S OF GOYERNMEI{T
& DEMOCRACY

6 Mitradev'

[We are trappy__to.publish-an abridggd version of a memorandum which was prepared soon after rhe
P:arliamentary Elections of March 1977 by a inan of great maturity ancl experiencd who has been a Menrber
oil Parliament and held a position of gleat public importancel

THE General Elections of. 1977 witnessed an upsurge language iu which it is garbed.r of the democratic impulse in India and returned
an alliance of democratic parties to power. The fer- Ctearing ofi Services
vour of excitement, created by the challenge thrown The burning of public records by public agencies
down by an autocratic regime, will gradually die on the immineut change of government is a1 extra-
away and be replaced by expectations. What wiltr be ordinary proceeding. lt suggests that though the
the firs,t cares of the new regime and the tasks before agencies, the intelligence services, were public and
it such that not only reaffirm democracy but make were maintained for and paid for by the public, the
it invulnerable and such that serve to satisfy the recordq were partisan. That these services, though
pegple ? ostonsibly the agencies of government, w€rq i9 effectIf the people at large have been indifferent, it is the limbs of the party-in-pbwer and owed allegiance
because they have been fed on untruths and the truth to it, rath.er than 1o the Siate. Such allegiance,-when
las begn kept from them through the suppression of it persists even after the democratic displacement bf
the press. For example, that J. P. Narayan was inciting thoie in power by the electorate of the^Republic, is
the armed forces and the police to open rebellion and extra-constitutional and treasonable.
it was only the timely imposition of Eme.rgencyl. and The intelligence and security services of Goverrt'rnent
the incarceration of antinational, anti-sofial, anrti- will have to be cleared as a first step. It may' need
democratic leaders, such as J. P,. Morarji Desai, and to be a thorough-going exercise, if leakage is to be
a host of others, that saved the Republic from chaos ! prevented and security maintained. In the carryingIt has to bs shown that the real truth as it filtered out of inquiries and investigatiotns into excesses,-the
llqqgtt did _arouse tlg people, What was this truth ? burden of guilt should not unjustly fall on the execu-
IT MUST NOW BE THOROUGHLY VENTILATED tors of orders, who have been the cat's paws, since
to counter the charge. The people themselves must be the links between thern and those ira commaud have
wholly informed. They had begun to have a fair notion evidently been severed. This should be made clear to
of things 

. 
and it only . 

needed the stark evidence of them that they may give evidence fearlessly.
authoritarianism in thejr midst to spark off theirr up- Finally, the ideology of .committed' juages and
surge and electoral indignation. 'committed' services and personnel must bJ rooted
- Governments 

- 
may succeed or fail. They may fail out and denounced in the- most positive terms. The

through _dissensions _or due to insufficie,nt or unsatis- commitment of judges can only be^ to law and justice
fying achievement. It is on the failur€ of an elected a'nd to nothing else. The doitrine of 'social jirstice'
govenment that an _opening is aftorded for the en- or of justice qualified in any other way, counteimands
trance of totalitarian forces. the sovereignty of justice, pure and iimple, which is

The anxious question in all thoughtful minds is itself the highest notion and ideal of m^ankind.
whether totalitarianism, though banished from its
supremacy, has been excised from our body politic Satisfying of Expectations
or. whether it is biding its tiqe in !h9 wings to snap . Elections chronically raise false hopes and expecta-
back a.nd _resume possession. The achievements of thb tions. The visionary promises of oire candidate or
authoritarial regime--have-.be-en highlighted and yid"ly party are exceeded by-those of the next. To promise
publicised through all rnedia for nearly two years. What the unattainable is to undermine faith and io sow
i.s. its image in the- public mind ? Unless it is thoroughly disillusionment, 

-discgntent, and contempt in the people.
discredited, if -it lingers rln as attractive and allurlng, It is evidence of an immaiure democraiy. (In a inature
hopes will still be nursed and fostered for its rd- democracy candidates and parties *ouid irot pieJumeemergence- or dare to assure the electorate of anything which is

The only way to inoculate and immurlise the body not immediately practical and attainable.)
polrfic aglinst it is to expose its excesses and injustices lt is .imperative therefore that an impartial and
to the public view. This can only-be convincirngiy done u.niversally admired leader. such as tvtr. j. F. Nuiuyun,
after a fair and open inquiry. The people -u-si never should make a sober statement on the 'limits of nos-
agarri be scduced or duped by the siren call of autho- sibility'. (I:or instance, gatibi ltttLtto is as facile as itritarianism, however euphemistic or beguiling the is puerilo to promise.j i-he incoming ..gi.. lias two
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PEKING LII'TS BAN ON SHAKESPBARE

^HINA 
today litted a lO-year-old ban oq Shake'

\.speare and announced it was publishirtg a new
Chinese language edition of his works.

The People's Daily said the publicatioo of Shake-
speare and some German and Russian writers was to
mark the thirty-fifth anniversary of a speech b/. Mao
asserting that culture should serve workers and
peasants.

Shakespeare was not on sale in Peking shops today.

-The Times, M:ay 26.

CUBAN MILITARY IN ETHIOPIA
n UBAN military advisers have begun arriving invEthiopia to help the Marxist Government in Addis
Ababa in its wars against Eritrean and Sornali rebel-
lions, T/le ll/ashington Post reported today.

In a dispatch from the Somali capital of Mogadishu,
the newspaper quoted Western diplomatic sources as
saying that some 50 Cuban military advisers had al-
ready arrived and that up to 500 more were expected
in a few weeks.

The State Department promptly confirmed that it

CONCERNS OF GOVERNMENT & DEMOCRACY (cottti.rtued).

basic tasks : to rescue the Constitutign from the sham-
bles to which it has been reduced and to spell out
two sets of targets for accomplishment : (l) the short-
term targets, all modest, which it must achieve, and
(ii) the long-term targets which it and its successor
governments must steadily pursue. The quggested
statemerrt should hint at the first set only; it must
neither spell them but nor pre$s them, which it is
the province of the new Government to do and later
to earn kudos on the performance : the qtatement's
aim must be to minimise public expectations and to
bring the tasks of the new regime within reach of
achievement.

Social Engineering
The amateurish or intemperate attacks that over-

zealous reformers are apt to launch on social problems,
arld the correction of social abuses, need to be bal-
anced by studies carried out in depth. Cules, espe-
cially the surgical, can be worse than the disease. All
too often the organ is attacked as the mistaken cause
of the disease in ignorance of the furctions it ig per-
forming. Here the insights of deep thinkers, such as
Edmund Burke should serve as warning lights against
haste and error.

"I have no great opinion of that sublime abstract
metaphysic hurnanity which in cold blopd can
subject the present time and those we daily see and
converse with, to immediate calamities in favour
of the future and uncertain benefits of persons
who only exist in idea.
".Eq.h generation is, but one link in a leqgthening
chaiu. It is not for us, the creatures of a day, to
decide what part of the heritage of the ages we
will preserve, what part we will remodel or destroy.
Wd are not the owners, but only the custodians of
humanity's baggage. It would be presumption on
our part to discard old customs and institutions
because their purpose is not clear to us; no one
generation should set itself up as a judge of society's
future needs; the ties which knit toeether a sttte
or a people have a mystical sanctity, ina the ration-

8

alist who strikes right and left in, a fanatical desire
for progress may end by destrqying the vital but
intangible forces which preserve a civilization."

The country has sullered enough from doctrinaire
ideas, approaches, and planning since Independence.
The whole emphasis must shift to production and
more production, to efficiency and more efficiency,
and to attitudes and incentives which not only allow
of but publicly approve and applaud the enjoyment
of the fruits of labour. (This does not mean extra-
vagance.) Even the Soviets have atr long last realised,
especially in theL agricultural sphere, that eelf-interesl
is the most pgwerful of human motivations for initia-
tive and exertion and that it far excels coercion by
the State. There is a plenitude of examples in the
modern states of the methods adopted: or encouraged
by them which brought them out of economic stag-
nation. We need to borrow whole ideal=ogies. But we
can draw on sound commonsense asd humarr wisdom,
such as Abraham Lincoln's which should not be lost
sight of.

"You cannot
bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift;

You cannot
strengthen the weak by weakening the strong;

You cannot
help the wage earner by crippling the wage-
payer;

You cannot
help the poor by destroying the rich;

You cannot
establish sound security on borrowed money;

You cannot
escape trouble by spendlng more than you
earn;

You cannot
build character and courage by taking away
independence;

You cannot
help men permanently by doing for them what
they could and shouldl do for themselves."
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hacl its own reports that 50 military technicians had
arrived, and gave warniug that it found this "a very
disturbing development".

-The Tinrcs, May 26.

TAJ THREATENED BY POLLUTION
-n WO members of Delhi's Society for the Defence ofI the Environment staged a i4-hour protes! fas't
yesterday outside the home of Mr P. L. Kaushik, the
l{inister of Tourism, to draw attenLion to industrial
pollution which they allege is threatening the Taj
Mahal.

'fhe white marble surface of the seventeenth-century
building is seriously threatened by an oil refinery at
Mathura, near Agra, which is due to come into fuJl
operation in the early 1980s.

The authorities, evidently aware of the risks from
an industrial complex sited too near the historic monu-
ment, earlier this year approached an Italian firm with
experience of fighting the industrial pollution affecting
Venice for an experts' report. thiE is not likely to be
ready until next year, however.

The prgtesters sard the marble of the ttomb, builg by
the Emperor Shahjahan for his much loved wife,
Mumtaz, risked changing colour "or at least losing
much of its pristine whiteness". The steadily increasing
industrial pollution round Agra made speedy action
necessary lroth for the Taj Mahal and fot the many
other historic monuments of the region, they said.

In an open letter they addressed to the minister, the
environmentalists also said it was time to give up 'the
"problem-plagued growth models of the West".

-The Times, May ?t1.

CHILEAN OFFBR TO RUSSIA
T HE Chilean Government is prepared tq exchange
^ 13 of its political prisoners, all of them members
of the Chilean Communist Party, for an equal num-
ber of prisg.ners currently held in Soviet camps, the
International Sakharov CommitteE announced here to-
day.

The committee is named after Dr Andrei Sakharov,
the Soviet Nobel peace prize winner and human rights
campalgner.

The committee started their negotiations which led
to the exchange last December of Senor Luis Corvalan,
the Chilean Communist Party leader for Mr Valdimir
Bukovsky, a Soviet dissident.

In a letter to the corumittee, the Chilean Govern-
ment has now stated that it is willing to exchange 13
Chilean political detainees for a similar number of
Soviet prisoners and urges the committee to forward
the proposal through its own channels.

Most of the Soviet prisoners are understood to be
ill. The Sakharav Committee knows that Mrs Irina
Stasiva-Kalynets, who is 37, suffers from a kidney
disease, high blood pressure and internal haemorrhages.
She is due to be released in 1981.

Mr Sergei Kovalyov, arrested in 1974, is a member
of the Soviet branch' of Amncsty International. He is
due to be released in 1984.

-The Times, April 23.
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ARAI}S LIVE LONGER IN ISRAEL
'nHE Ministry of Heaith in Jerusalem has publishedr a report showrng that Arabs under IEraeli law ar"
Iiving longer and healthier.

Palestrnran doctors interviewed in hospitals and
clinics here acknowledged that health standards had
improved, but objected to comparisons with conditions
uncler the Egyptrans. . . .

"Education standards are higher," explained a doctor.
"People work in Israel and earn well. They buy sgap.'Ihey have money for a doctor. They do not spend
much more on tood, but they improve their homes,
installing rndoor plumbing and rururing water."

The rsraelis in their report, issued tq the World
Health Organization, said it had been possible to in-
troduce sophigtication in the West Bank because the
Jordanians had already started basic services and there
waq something to upgrade and to refine.

The report said that a chain of maternlly and child
heal'lh eentrss helped to reduce infant mortality to 50
per 1,000, notwithstanding a fertility rate that was
among the highest tn the world.

Immunization, improved sanitation and various
treatments had eradicated malaria, trachoma" cholera
and smallpox in the occupied areas, and reduced polio
and measles. Gastrointestinal and respiratory infectious
diseases were also declining.

-The Times, May 3.

NYERERE: SOCIALIS}I A LONG WAY OFF
f N a remarkably frank assessment of l0 years of
- trying to build socialism in Tanzania, Presidept
Julius Nyerere has concluded that his country is "cer-
tainly neither socialist nor self-reliant" and tha! the
goal of making it so "is not even in sigh!"....

The Sl-page document, called "The Arusha Decla-
ration Ten Ycars After," is probably tha mpst honest
self-criticism of a government's performance by an
African leader still in power. It was written in January
and has just recently goner on sale to the public and
been distributed to government arnd party -oftces for
study and discussion.

"Ten yearq after the Arusha Declaration," writes
Mr. Nyerere, who is known as "Mwalimu," or teacher,
"Tanzania is certainly neither socialist nor self-reliant.
The nature of exploitation has changed but it has not
been altogether eliminated. There are still grea[ in-
equalities between citizens. Our democracy is imper-
ft41. + life of poverty is still rhe experiince of 

'the
majority of our citizens."

Furthermore, he says, "our nation is still economi-
cally dependent upon the vagaries of the weather and
upqn, economic and political decisions taken by other
peoples without our participation or consent."

The President also discussed in detail what he re-
gards as the country's current economic, social and
political shortcomings. Chief among these, he said,
was the government's heavy dependence on foreign aid
and dclicit financ.ing and its failure t9 take seriously
ils own doctrine of self-reliance.

"The fact is that we are still thinking in terms of



Freedon Fi'rst

'international standards' irrstead of what we ca! afiord
and what we can do ourselves," he said. "The present
widespread addiction to cement and tin roofs is a kind
of mental paralysis . . . people refuse to build a house
of burnt bricks and tiles : they insist on waitiqg for
a tin roof and 'European soil' (cement)."

Another major failing he mentioned was "only a
negligible real improvement" in the "per capita
standard of living."

The annual increase in the country's national
income, he said, was slower after the declaration of
socialism than before. Industrial plants are generally
running well below capacity, often 50 per cent or less,
he wrote.

Mr. Nyere ended his reporb with a warning to his
people of "very difficult" economic protlems for three
to.four years and a call for a major effort to increase
production. "There is a time for planting and a time
for harvesting," he said. "I am afraid for us it iS still
a time for planting."

-International 
Herald Tribune, April 2.

JAP FRINGE BENEFIT
f|NE of the nicer fringe benefits of working for cer-

-tain prestige companies in Japan is tha4 they take
their employees with .proper spo,uses.

The Fuyo group of companies, for instance, has
gone into the time-honoured matchmaking business
after enviously observing the marriage bliss accumulated
by rival conglomerate Mitsubishi's internal introduc-
tion bureau. Forty-gne of the Fuyo group's 60 member
firms-including giants like Hitachi, Nissan and Fuji
Bank-have subscribed to the scheme.

The most recent survey showed that 38 per cent of
Japanese marriages are arranged either by parents or
relatives, or-increasingly these days-by professional
matchmaking services, of which seveial thousand exist
in Japan.

It is understandable that the responsible company
should want to extend its paternalistic web to include
the selection of an employe€'s mate. This is the kind
of thing that departmeqt chiefs are always doing on
their own initiative anyway, in every compa,ny. The
Fuyo family club was set up, explains its director,
Mr Ichiro Tomita, "because our middle managers were
overwhelmed with arranging marriages, and we
thought we'd better rationalise it."

Some 400,000 employees of Fuji. Bank and 40 as-
sociated companies are eligible for the matchmaking
services of Mr Tomita and his six counsellors, who
work out of a discreet hotel suite in Tokyo. Outsiders
can also pay the 10,000 yen fee and register but only
where recommended by a section chlef in ore of the
associate firms.

Mr Tomita says the response has been so great that
a computer like that Mitsubishi is using may have to
be'brought in for matching applicants, who often learn
about the new opportunity from company news sheots.

"Some of the girls who come here have taken a day
oft work," says Mr Tomita, "the men never take so
much trouble. That shows the difterence in attitudes."

il0
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Japanese firms tend to believe that a happy marriage
leads to a more stable employee and greater harmony
within the office group-hence the involvement of
more and more major businesq groups in matchmaking.
Agricultural cooperatives and town halls also help
their workers in this way.

If the Fuyo family club actually produces a family

-and some 20 partnerships are on the verge of matu-
rity after the first business quarter-a "finder's fee" of
100,000 yen is paid by the grateful couple-to oftset
exp3nses, Mr Tomita says.'Ihe scheme was not set up to make a profit but
simply to make employees happy, insists Mr Tomita.
Unlike certairt other enterprises, he says meaningfully,
the Fuyo group's marriage services stop short of fixing
the wedding hall, honeymoon and other lucrative
spinnffs. "We didn't want to arrange the wedding
because we'd have to take a commiqsion then, and
that's not the kind of inage we're after."

-ThE Guardian, May 21.

RUSSIAN SECRETS FILES TO WEST
I former Czechoslovak Communist Party gfrcial, now
'^living in Munich, claims to have a huge collection
of documents relating to secret activities within
the Soviet block since 1949, according to Time
magazine.

In this collection is said to be informa$on about
a plan made by Stalin in 1952 for a possible future
invasion of West Europe; references to Julius Rosen-
berg, the Amsrican executed as a Soviet spy in 1953,
as "our agent", details of the "suicide" of Jan Masa-
ryk, the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister, in 1948; and
information about Soviet pressure on Mr Alexander
Dubcek, the reformist party leader, before the Soviet
led invasign in 1968.

The official, Mr Karel Kaplan, told Time that he
had left Czechoslovakia last year. He had since suc-
ceeded in getting 14,000 pages of psrsonal notes, photo-
copies and microfilms out of Czechoslovakia and
"there is more coming; the channel still operates".

Mr Kaplan told Time that he had been a qupporter
of Mr Dubcek during the "Prague spring". In 1968
he had been given an appointment as research director
of the committee sst up to rehabilitate the victrms of
political trials, and this was how he had had access
to a wide range of documents.

After the Russian invasign he was arrestedi but
released after three months. He was expelled from the
party and worked as a labourer until last year, when
he was able tc lpave Czechoslovakia.

-The Times, May 3.

MUZOREWA FEARS CIVIL WAR
f,VARNINGS of a bloody civil war in Rhodesia
Y Y after the emergence of black rule were given here

yesterday by the nationalist leader, Bishop Muzorewa.
The bishop, who heads the United Afriban National

Council, told a press conference that if rthe division
among black natipnalist leaders persisted it would
result in "the rule of the jungle," and that hundreds of
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denied him the Prime Ministership on two earlier
occasions.

It is not widely known that Morarji was not always
in oolifics. Also the fact that he came from ar rather
imfoverished family. Son of a village school headmaster
Morarji Desai was born in the village of Bhadeli in
Bulsar District on February 29, 1896. When only fif-
teen, his father committed suicide, leaving young
Morarji, the eldest son, to look after the family consist-
ing of his mother, grandmother, three brothers and
two sisters. He inherited a small house and four bighas
of land yielding an annual income of Rs. l0/-. Though
he was helped by his maternal grandfather, Morarji,
who was then staying in a Bhavnagar college orn a
scholarship of Rs. l0 per month, remitted money home
by giving tutions.

Wilson College in Bombay was Morarji Desai's
alma mater. H: is a science graduate. His stay and
studies in Bombay were made possible by the Goculdas
Tejpal Free Boarding House which provided him with
freer bpard, lodging, clothes, college fees and books.

His first job was that of a demonstrator in Wilson
College. Mr. Morarji Desai joined the University
Training Corps (something like our NCC). A small
incident while in the UTC obviously left a scar in his
memory. He was superseded for the post of commis-
sioned officer but secured his rightful place three weeks
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later. He recalls : "Actually I had been entitled to that
post from the very beginning. I was however not dis-
satisfied or uneasy about it. The ways of fate are
mystelious. This was my first experience in its working."
Years later he was to be 'superseded' twice for the post
of Prime Minister. Perhaps he developed his stoicism
and survived a tairly long period in the political wild-
ernsss steeled by that first experience. From the UTC
it would have been easy to get nominated to the ICS
or to secure a King's Commission. Morarji did neither.
"Considering the condition of my family, I did not
like the idea of going to England for two years for
training, leaving the family in a helpless situatiour,"
"and the.refore he opted for the Provincial Civil Service.

The next twelve yean, l9l8 to 1930, Morarjibhai
spent in the Provincial Civil Service of the old Bombay
State holding such positions as Deputy Collector, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Prant Officer and Personal As-
sistant to the British Collectors. Combining executive
and judicial functions, the intimate experience he ac-
quired on matters relating to land tenure, land revenue,
rural litigation and the problems of farmers in general
must have stood Morarji Desai in good stead in his later
years on the Trsasury Benches. The account in his
autobiography of his years in the Prgvincial Service
make good reading.

It is interesting that he did not respond immediately

A HOMESPUN PRIME MINISTER (contd. lrom page 1.)

)

WORLD NEWS (conthwed)

:ir"":E::r 
of people would be killed in the power 

Lefief
"Some people would like that, but those of us with

the people at heart think thatt it would be disastrous
if, after Mr Smith has fallen, there should be hundreds THE RELEVENCB OF RAJAJI
of thousands killed in this country because the external Mr. K. Veda Murthy through his article carried by
forces want to find their own king for Zimbabwe." Freedom First, May 1977, under the above cap-
Bishop Muzorewa said. ticn has reminded the readers about a few of Rajaji's

He accused Zambia of assisting the rival nationalist many warnings and advises which are goiqg to remain
leader, Mr Nkomo, in forming an army, and went oFt relevant for all times. Every one of his warnings against
to allege that Mr Nkc,rno's partner in the Patriotic the Congress misrule came to be astonishingly true
Front, Mr Mugabe, was being "used as a pawn to during the emergency. The pain and sufferings in-
strengthen Ml Nkomo." flcted on people during the emergency taught Indians

Another black State (which ths bishop did not name) what Rajaji could not teach when freedoms were still
was attempting to ensure that the guerilla leader. Mr intact. Our struggle for independence would not have
Jcsiah Tongogara, was also made a nationalist leader. witnsssed the bloodshed that came to pass during

"And so yorri have three godfathers, or rather three the partition day if other leaders had liStened to
kingmakers, who don't agte? on one king for Rajaji in time.
Zimbabwe," the bishcp said. Again, if people had listened to him in l97l itself,

Under present conditions reconciliation among the freedom would not. have gone under an eclipse as
ygioup- nationalist gloups was impossible, he .said. it did during ths emergen-y and all the sufferings,
"Bu,t if we shculd now come to agree on the Constitu- imprisonments and many deaths that occurred would
tion of Zimbabwe, and. we give power to the people, not have taken place. Feople learnt the lessons the
it- is -the Rgople gf tht-s country- who will then say hard way. No c,ire had expected that history would
'this is the king cf Zimbabwe,' whocver that man is," prove Rajaji so entirely coirect for the second time
he said. and so soon.

"And if that does not come. then brothers, \,e are
in dirty hot soup," the bishop added. p. S. SnrosaRe Munruy

ll
-The Guardian,, May 25. May 8. 1977
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A HOMESPUN PRIME MINISTER (cotttinuedl
to Gandhiji's call to Indians in government service to Party when Morarji Desai quit the' Chief Ministership
quit and join the freedom struggle. He adopted the in November 1956. The States Reorganisation Com-
very practical approach of first making arrangements mission had turned down a separate State for Maha-
about the welfare of his family as he had no intention rashtra. Chavan was to head a bilingual State. Perhaps
of taking up any salaried occupation. But when he Morarjibhai felt that by leaving a loyal protege at the
did resign, the reasons he gave are typical of him ! "I helm of affairs, he would ensure that Bombay would
was .. . clear . . . . that by serving the foreign govern- remain bilingual.
ment for twelve years I had done harm to my country. Nehru had also taken the position that it was in the
I therefore decided that I should not spend the rest of country's interest if Bombay State remainetli bilingual.
my life just earning money and that I should devote But when the agitation hotted up, Nehru, as was his
myself to the service of the people to atone for my sin." wont, decided to give in. This meant removing Morarji
If working for the British Governmont to earn a living from the State. When Union Financei Minister Desh-
was 'sin', India had thousands of 'sinners' who not only mukh resigned, Nehru took the opportunity to call
did 'not 'atone' but after fregdom were found extremely Morarji to Delhi. Safe in the thought that Chavan
useful in ensuring administrative continuity. But thdn would stay firm, Morarji agreed to go to the Centre.
he would not have been Morarji had he given a com- But very soon Chavan back tracked. Nehru told Morarji
mon-place reason. that Chavan did not have confiderrce in his ability to

And so began in May 1930, Morarjibhai's political govern a large Bombay State. Narrating all this Morar-
careei which was. to lead him, forty-seven years later, jibhai ruefully remarks that the discussion to bifurcate
to the high office of Prime Minister of India. the State had, already been taken behind his back and

His rise in the Gujarat Congress hierarchy was pretty he was called to Delhi to facilitate this. Morarji felt
rapid. As he himself admits, among the top leadership he had been made a scapegoat in the eyes of the
he was one of the few full time politicians at that time. Maharashtrians as being solely responsible for obstruct'
From then on till Independence it was a story of being ing tho formation of Samyukta Maharashtra,
in and out of British. jails and Congress Ministries. He Nehru offered Morarji the Finance portfqlio. Morarji
was inducted in the first B. G. Kher Mihistry as was reluctant on the ground that he had never studied
Revenue Minister which proved to be a relatively short- economics, never prepared his own budget and had no
lived aftair as the Congress Ministries resigned during attraction for money ! The portfolio went to T. T.
World War II. Back in official harness in 1946 in the Krishnamachari who persuaded Nehru to offer Morarji
Second Kher Ministry, Morarji Desai was Home the Defence Ministership. "If I am at the head of the
Minister of Bombay State when India won freedom. Defence Forces, I must keep them out of politics and
After the first General Elections in 1952 he, became it would therefore be necessary for me not to take a
State Chief Minister.

Efficient Adminishator
As Home Minister and later Chief Minister Morarji

Desai acquired the public image of an effective but
authoritarian administrator. He was certainly not
popular. And Morarjibhai, who is aware of the repu-
tation he acquired, reveals that he had an understandig
with his Chief Minister B. G. Kher: "Whenever it
was necessary to do something which was unpopular
I should take the responsibility and should keep him
(Kher) free from such contigencies. I belieryed then
and even mo\r4 that the colleagues of the Head of the
Government should save him from unpgpularity as far
as possible." Nghru and his daughter derived the
maximum mileage from this belief as Morarjibhai him-
self was to learn to his cost i.n later years. More to
the point will his colleagues in the Janata Cabinet
give him the same consideration ?

Caught in the vortex of the linguistic agitation for a
separate State of Maharashtra, Morarji Desai, who was
stoutly opposed to the break up of the Bombay State,

very active part in party politics," Morarjibhai warned.
Nehru took note of the warning and Morarji Desai be-
came Union Minister for Commerce and Industry in
November 1956. As it happened he was the Treasurer
of the Congress. The 1957 General Elections were round
the corner. Nehru asked Morarji to get busy with col-
lecting election funds for the Party. Morarjtbhat recordil
in his autobiography that he collected One Crore and
Twenty Lakhs of Rupees in two years.

ln less than twg years, tho man who was reluctant
to take up Finance because he had never studied
economics became the Finance Minister when T. T.
Krishnamachari resigned as a result of the Mundhra
episode. This writer recalls the series of unpopular
measures that Morarji Desai tgok as Finance Minister
even when rumours at that timo had it that he had
really been compelled to do so by his Prime Minister.
A case in point is the Gold Control Order. In his
autobiography however Morarjibhai takes full
responsibility.

Number Two
resorted to stern measures to put down rioting and Pandit Nehru by the early sixties was a sick man.
lawlessness. But he found himself outmanouvered After Nehru who ? was the question on every one's
politically by Maharashtra's politicians. He had built lips. Morarji was now number two. The idea of a
up Y. B. Chavan, who despite being the juniormost Deputy Leader of the Congress Legislature Party was
Minister in the Bombay Cabinet, was proposed by him mooted, and, by rights Morarji should have been that
for leadership of the Bombay Congress Legislature Deputy Leader, But Nehru had other plans, and these

l2
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did nod include Morarji Desai as Deputy [,eader. To
get over the problem, Nehru suggested two Deputy
Leaders. One frorn each House and both should not
be Ministers. The hint was evident. "I was convinced
that all these plans were made only to prevent me
from becoming Deputy Leader", recalls Morarjibhai
in his autobiography. According to Morarjibhai, Nehru
wanted a pliant DePutY.

For a while Morarji might have been Nehru's
favourite. But he had a practice "not to have anybody
as his Adviser for more than three years", thus taking
all precautions to see that nobody created problems
for him. "I observed this only after I joined the Central
Cabinet in Delhi", saidly observes Morarjibhai.

And in 1963 Kamraj came up with his Plan. Con-
ceived by Kamraj to get two or three Chief Ministers
to resign and attend to organisational work, Nehru
saw in the Plan a wonderful way to solve his succession
problem. Nehru did not directly ask Morarji to resign.
He asked Shastri to undertake thd chore. Shastri told
Morarji that he (Shastri) had pressed for his own
resignation being accepted and therefore it was lr,ot
necessary for Desai to give up office. Morarji smelt a
rat. "When he came to me in this manner, I suspected
that some game was being played behind the scene."
The followiing day Nehru mst him to discusss the Plan
and finally got round to suggesting that Morarji should
quit. Morarji's remarks at the exit interview are reveal-
ing. "As I am giving up office and getthrg out of the
Cabinet I should like to give you the impressions I
have formed of you. There is something missing in
the relation which you keep with your colleagues.
Nobody is able to know what your view is about any
of your colleagues and some ofl them, therefore, find
it diftcult to work freely .and are afraid of you also.
I am personally not afraid of you. I am personally no,t
afraid or worried in this matter,, and I can, therefore,
tell you many things frankly. Today I am talking to
you very specifically and frankly aboutr it. I have not
got any specific impression about what you think of
me. I am not worried about it, but in such a situation
I cannot work with you with thd confidence I should
have."

Pitch Queered
- Nehru died in May 1964, The pitch had been queered
for Morarjibhai. The Syndicate chose Lal Bahadur
Shastri who had returned to the Cabinet after Nehru
suftered his stroke a few months earlier in Bhubaneswar.
Shastri oftered the Deputy Prime Ministership to
lvI-orqji Desai in return for the latter's support. He
felt insulted. He told Shastri : "I dg not approve of
making a,uy $uch bargains. I dq not want to- give up
my self-respect for any post and it is not proper that
such an ofter should be made to me."

Shastri died in January 1966. The syndicate again
foiled Morarji's hopes of becoming the Pr.ime Miniiter.
This time they opied for 'lnciira Gandhi. But Morarji
cgntested the leadership election. Jagjivan Ram, who
had earlier promised his support to Morarji, switched
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MINISTER (coftinued)
sides when promised a Ministership by Mrs. Gandhi.
Hacl the syndicate not supported her, Morarji is cpnfi'
dent that "she would have g<.rt not more than 25 votes."
-tsut this time Morarji accepted the offer of Deputy
Prime Minister and .Frnance Mirfster, though he would
have preferred the Home Ministry. Thi,s went to his
lieutenant in the Bombay Ministry, Y, B. Chava,rt.

'I he events that followed, leadrng to the Congress
split arising out oI the Presidential, election following
the death ot Dr. Zakir Hussein, are mgre recent history
which do not need recounting here.

I'he two-volume autobiography Stops with the Con-
gress split. However it is reported that a third volume
has been completed and is now under print.

Protex
The style is simple and direct but one cannot help

observing that the narration iq needlessly lolg. More
careful editilg cg,uld have helped in reducing the
length. Repetrtions and the inclusion of material no[
qurte relevaut to the story of his lifr could have been
avoided. The narration alqo suffers occasionally from
a,n absenue of continuity clearly indicating that for
fairly long spells the writer does not return to his
subject. lne drst volume dealing with the earlier part
of his life is engrossing as it opens up little known
backgrou.nd about the man. Morarjibhai'q account of
his personal relations with his colleagues in the Central
Caburet in the second volume should interest ths
reader.

Despite these shortcomings, the volumes havre their
value as they represent the first-hand report of a man
who was there. Not only dqes it help you understand
him better, but Morarjibhai appears less forbidding
in the pages of his book than he may do face to fac.e.

The autobiography leaves one with the impression
of a man who is straightforward, uncompromising
where principles are concerned, a stickler for truth
and honesty in public life and as a Gandhian deeply
concern€d with means as much as with ends. There is
also the irnpression of a stubborn man with quite some
bees in his bonnet and a tendency towards intolerance.

Socn after his release from Mrs. Gandhi's prison,
the manner of his stewardship of the Janata party and
now as Prime Minister has evoked admiration. People
have been heard to cemment that he is a "changdd"
man. He is now very much more tolerant and less of
a maverick. He has himself publicly assured that his
fads are his own and he does not- prgpose imposing
them on others. That is to be welcorireC ana yit on6
hopes that the "change" does not go so far as 

-to 
lead

hrm to adopt the line of least resistance merely to
ensurd solidarity. He heads a team of Ministers many
of whom' have been his bitter opponents. That he hai
been able to project an image- 

-of 
homogeneity is a

happy sign. As Chief Minister of Bomb-ay Stite he
provided excellent leadership despite charges of ruth-
lessness. It is to be holted rhat Morarji Desai, now ir
mellowed nran, will lace his mellowness with a touch
of firmness whenever the occasion demands.
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T-HE FINAL DAYS

by Bos Woo6wnnp aud Cenl BenNstrrw
(Coronet Bgoks, Hodder and Stoughton--476 pp.)

6 THE Final Days' by Bob Woodward and Carl
- Beinstein is a followup of "All the Presidents Men"

where the shocking revelations of the Watergate cons-
piracy battered the political image of Nixon and
and literally made a physical and mental wreck out of
him. The later agony is brought out with its stirring
episodes, as when Nixon told Garment his lawyer:
"Last night I went to sleep and hoped I'd never wake-
up". Once Nixon nonchalantly said "I dofi't have a
pistol". Worried, Haig ordered all pills to be denied to
the President.

Such episodes make a touching story of a man
whose misbehaviour in public life cost him his name
and status. It remains to be Seen how Nixon will deal
with 

- 
this ignominiuious chapter in his biography.

The first clrapter deals wth the background of the
Watergate story whiqh is a prelude to'The Final Days'.

The book reveals Nixon as a complex and obstinate
personality who, like an ostrich, buried his head and
refused tg see the oncoming qtorm, the .storm that
nearly rocked American democracy. He tried to
hide too many things from too many persons and
incredible as it may sound even his lawyers, Buzhardt
and Garment developed a marked distrust . for their
presidential client. Nixon's contradictory statements
Ieft his confiddntes cor.rfounded, the ever alert mass
media increasingly suspicious and at times hostile, and
the judiciary even more determined to preserve its
peak perch in American democracy.

Nixon tried to obstruct justice in the most brazen
way. The two authois write : The President had hidden
evidence first from his lawyers and then from the
Courts. He might even have destroyed material
that was under subpon'ea. He had proposed to obstruct
justice and had tried to entangle his lawyers in the
attempt". Ir1 fact, when aides told that he would be
forced to hand over the tapas, his chilly reply was :
"Why can't we make a new Dictabelt'r. It was an
indication of his desperate pgsition.

The revelations of the tapes was devastating evi-
dence of Nixon's involvement in the Watergate scandal,
so much so that "Many of the secretaries were shocked
at what thb tapes revealed, and even more were
shocked at the way the transcripts were being man-
handled. Linda Zier was particularly upset. 'Why so
many deletions ?' she asked Pamella Dall-as as they left
the office, exhausted, late one night. Tears were stream-
ing down Zier's f.ace. What would happen if the
originals were revealed ?"

In his bid to retain his Presidency Nixon crossed all
the limits of decency and wanted to fire Archibald
Cox, ths Special Prosecutor, and it was only because
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of the determined efforts of his aides "that the President
agreed to keep Cox. It had been blood, bloody" Haig
said : "I pushed so hard that my usefulness to the
President may be over".

The book gives astonishing revelations of how
watergate affected Nixon's credibility and sapped his
ability to manage the Middle East criqis and even
domestic problems. Watergate had demoralized Nixon
and lat:r he was even estranged from his family so
much that "On Camp David weekends, the President
and him wife hardly saw each other. When they did,
silence usually prevailed. His military aide, Marine
Lt. Col. Jack Ilrenan joked, that his duties included
briefing Nixon on how to kiss"'.

The final pages give a vivid and dramatic picture
of the last ditch battle and attempte to salvage Nixon's
prestige. .lti flur'ry of activity, sometimes marked with
animosity and restraint, but with obviorx qttrange-
ment, followed, between the White House and the
Republican leaders. General Haig tried to shield Nixon
who was driven to the wall. And as rumours of Nixon's
resignation buzzed, curious reporterd were virtually
considered as pests, and the icy silence of Jilhite House
on resignation gave more grist to grind to the nrmour
mills.

The description of the state of affairs of Nixon's
family is still more pathetic. When Nixon resigned they
were "stunned, relieved and consumed with sadn€ss
and a sense of unfairness". His annoucement to the
family waS brief. "We are going back to California".

During his 'last days' in the White House, Nixon
was truly a heartbrgken man and full of remorse. He
retreated into his shell, a brooding man, a derelict
politician whose boat was pdrift and a President whose
confidence with his people was plummeting every
minute. The image of a towering statesman lay in
shambles and he was a small man almost like a scolded
school going child.

His infinite repentance was movingly illustrated
when he asked Kissenger : "Will history treat me more
kindly than my contemppraries ?" His voice was choked
with emotion and his eyes were flopded with tears.
Nixon then asked Kissinger to pray with him 'for
help, peace and love." The President ihen wept hysteri-
cally banging his fist on the carpet crying : "What
have I done ? What has happened ?"
. 'The Final Days' is a superb piece of investigative
journalism and with its meticulous details and inimit-
able style, it sustains interest throughou,t the $ory
in 

_ 
spite of the microscopic type of ihis paperbounil

edition.
The book gives a blow by blow account of what

transpired, during the 'last days' of Mr. Nixon's Presi-
dency. The authors have left no stone untuf,ned and
spared no efforts to give all the absorbing details. It is
a glowing tribute to their journalistic skill.

Though the Watergate siory will for ever remain a
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slur on American delnoclacy and will -go down in
r'riri,r,t ot a shocldy episocle it cannot be clenied that in
i'rr.'"iiruiU' clepthi of Water-eate lies the- glory of

American 
"democracy' Ilob Woodward and Carl Bern-

ri.ln, t*,, cub repoiters of the 'Washingt'on Post' who

iu.i"'giu.n this issignernent by their Editor, thinliing
it rvai a minor burglary of no consequence. have

made an memorable chapter by itself in Amercan

hirtory that will always remain a lesson for politicians
in anY democracY' 

-NrtrN Reur

SITTING COA4FORTABL''
f F vou thoueht the rvoes of Western socier"y could
I all'be laid "at the cloor of Denis Healey. or Hua
Kuo-feng. or Robert Abplanalp (who invented the
aerosol)lo,u've got it wrong. It turns out to havei been
Thomas Crapper who landed us in the mire'

Mr Crapper left us with the modern water closet
and, as long ago as 1933, F. A. Hornibrook observed
that "Mants nalural attitude during defecation is

a squatting one. Fashion, in the guise of the ordinary
wai,er closet. forbids the emptying of the lorver bowel
in the way nature intended. It is no overstatement, to
say lhat the adoption of the' squatting aUtitude would
in itself help in no small measure to remedy the grea-
test physical vice of the while race - constipation."

Professor Alexander Kira of Cornell Urriversity has
taken this observation to heart, embarking on a decade
of continuous study of the topic at lthe university's
Center for Housing and Environmsntal Studies. The
result, just published by Penguin, is a tome which
should keep the avelage lootenant engrossed for at least
a further decade.

Reading is an important adjunct to the whole pro-
cedure. "There is little doubt" the professor wriies "that
the widespread pr.actice of reading on the water closet
came into being either because of the waitirg for a
bowel movement or bccause of the need to distract
the mind from the activity." Ofr that principle, on the
other hand, leaving 255 close-printed pages casually
lying on the lavatory shelf which are not so much
focused as positively riveted to the evacuatory func-
tion could precipitate the final crisis of Wedtern civili-
sation.

Mr Kira has interpreted his brief widely. throwing
in an astonishirrg assortment' of tangential n;uggets
which should stop your next dinner party dead in its
tracks. Lord Portland, for instance was deemed highly
honoured as Ambassador to Lo,uis XIV to be granted
an audience while the Sun King u'as engaged in some-
thirrg less than srate business, there to learn of ihe
king's forihcoming marriage to Madame de Maintenon.
(President Johnson. we now know. took his social
oblieations equally to heart.)

But all !.his is merely the hors d'oeuvre to the solid
meat of the treatise-a stunning exrntiriat,ion of thc
deiailed mechanics of human evacuation. . .

Mr Kira will carr_v on u'ith his painstakinu researches.
trying to find some u,ay both of getting Western civili-
sltiorr on the morc arrd ofi holding Western man io
the straight and narrow. As he himself commenis :

"It may be shit to you. but it's my bread and hutier."

-HrrRor 
o J.rcxsoN

(Ct-rtrrtcsv '. Tltt' Gtrardiotr)

A CHAR'N FOR THE
CHARflIER " (\
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WITH MANY VOICES
Moans round with many voices. C,ome,

'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

"Tte deep
sry friends,

-Tenngson

When I appear in public people expect me to neigh'
grind my tee1h, paw tbe ground and swish my tail-and
nqne of which ig easy.

-Princess 
Anne in the Statesman' May 29.

I am about to enter a profession (diplomacy) in
which public utterances, as someone said, are some-
where between a cliche and a falsehopd.

-Mr. Kingham Brewster in the Obseroer, May 22.

I appreciate music. I do not understand it. It arouses
in me the same emotion as it does in a dog : I want
to bark.

-Lord Wigg in the Obseroer, May 22.

Many of those who fawned on Mrs. Gandhi arnrC

used to wait for her words ... . . are today leaving her
fold even as bees de.sert the empty honeycomb . . . ..
please beware of them.

-Archarya 
Kripalani in Himmat, May 13.

What do the electorate do when they find even the
Janata Party fielding some of the black-marketers,
bootleggers, communalists, sycophants and time- servers?

-Kuldip Nayar in The Indian Express May 26.

Unpunctuality not only wastes ma,nhours. Iq shows
lack of comsideration for the others who turn up on
time.

-Rajmohan Gandhi in Himma,t, May 27.
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Maneckji Wadia Bldg., 4!h floor
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The spectacle of the Party office being sacked by
rival factions in Jaipur could be repeated again and
again.
-IRomesh Thapar in Ecanomic ancl Poktical lleekly,
May 16.

The way ahead is no longer green for Janata, but
it is not red yet.

-Mr. Ajit Bhattacharjea quoted in Himrnat, May 20.

Will hope crumble
continue to encourage

-Rajmohan

into cynicism ? Or will India
humanity's faith in itself ?

Gandhi in Himmat, May 20.

This is the 'Year of the Turncoat'.

-Romesh 
Thapar i4 Economic and, Polttical Weekly,

May 14.

Soviet humour is similar to good English cooking:
It does in fact exist but it is carefully concealed from
outsiders.

-Alex Beam in The Internation'al Herald Tribune,
May 9.

The Berlin Wall is a very dramatic indication of
the hunger for freedom among the people who live
in East Germany.

--President Jimmy Carter quoted in The lndian Erpress,
Ntay 10.

In India the choice could never be betweeo chaos
and stability, but betwean manageable apd unmanage-
able, humane and inhuman anarchy, a,rrd betwee.n
tolerable and intolerable disorder.

-Ashis 
Nundy in The Times of India, May 13.

The farmer is condemned to working a 7-day week
because the 5-day cow has not yet been invented.

-Sicco 
L. Mansholt in The Democratc lVorld,May 22.

I never want to read another word on the tiresome
woman (Virginia Woolf).

-Bernard 
Levin in The Times, April 4.

Sigoature

Freedom is a gogd horse, but a horse to ride some-
where.

-Mathew 
Arnold quoted in The Internadonql Herald

Tribune, April 4.
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