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‘STRANGLED BY RED TAPE’

i

“The Minorities Commission have been assured
that the Union Government will take early steps to
guarantee the independence of the Commission and
its statutory character by moving forthwith an ap-
propriate amendment to the Constitution,” asserted
a confident Mr, Masani at his first press conference
in Delhi as Chairman of the Commission on March
23, 1978. His optimism was based on assurances
he had received from the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister that the recommendations of the
Commission would be taken seriously and be given
due weight meanwhile.

In fact, Mr. Masani took his new responsibili-
ties so seriously that he divested himself of several
other public activities including the editorship of
this journal in order to do justice to his new assign-
ment.

And yet, a mere two months later he resigned.
The press statement he issued on May 29, and which
has been widely reported in the press explained
why. (see page 9)

On April 27 and again on May 9, Masani had
written to the Prime Minister (in the absence of
the Home Minister who was hospitalised) drawing
attention to the sad state of affairs and seeking his
good offices in putting things right. Neither letter
has received the courtesy of a reply till this day.

In his April 27 epistle, which was approved by
the Commission as a whole Mr. Masani pointed out
that lack of staff other than a Secretary and an
Under-Secretary and the absence of premises had
resulted in “over 600 representations addressed to
the Commission remaining unacknowledged” and
that Prof. V. V. John, who was a full-time member,
had to go back to Jodhpur in the absence of an
office or a residence in Delhi. The letter gave fair
warning “that if the present position does not
change radically and Government do not find it pos-
sible to fulfil their obligation to provide or rent
suitable office premises for the Commission by May
81, we shall reluctantly have to consider requesting
you to relieve us of our membership of the Com-
mission.”

But something even more serious developed in
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the meanwhile which precipitated the issue. This
was the Government’s decision to bypass the Com-
mission and introduce the Bill on the Aligarh Mus-
lim University in the Lok Sabha without the Com-
mission being consulted.

The members of the Commission ‘were furious
and Mr. Masani wrote again on May 9, this time
with his colleague Prof. V. V. John joining in to sign
the letter. The tone of the letter reflected their dis-
gust with the manner in which the Commission
was being treated. The threat to resign now be-
came a decision to quit on May 31. Again the Prime
Minister did not apparently feel the need to reply.

Prof. John was in fact so angry that, accord-
ing to an article in a weekly journal he dashed off
on his own another letter on May 10 to Mr. Morarji
Desai taking strong objection to another unilateral
decision reportedly taken by the Union Cabinet
that the Commission should have a Muslim Secre-
tary to replace Mr. Sankaran Nair, the incumbent,
who was being transferred—to nowhere in particular!
Prof. John took exception not to the fact that the
replacement was to be a Muslim but the implica-
tion in the decision that the “interests of the mino-
rities especially of Muslims are not safe in the hands
of the present Commission unless the Government
makes timely intervention in its working.” And,

(Continued on page 14)

IN THIS ISSUE

Readers of Freedom First will want to know
why our former editor resigned from the Mi-
norities Commission? This issue carries the
story. Veteran Trade Unionist V. B. Karnik
critically examines the Bhoothalingam Report.
What is sports medicine? Major General E.
D’Souza explains. Two Book reviews plus the
usual fare including one from Bernard Levin
make up this issue.
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