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GEETA DOCTOR 

THE PLAY WITHIN THE PLAY 
Some thoughts on the new National Education Policy and 

our old educational system 

S. K. Ookerjee 

Higher education, in other nations, is considered a 
very important part of their society and civilization 
and a potent means of improving the quality of life. 
But for us it is not a part of the serious business of 
living ; it is only a huge bit of make-believe. Pub­
licly and on ceremonial occasions we say very nice 
things about it, especially its basis in our ancient 
culture and spiritual values, and we hope that the 
people of other countries will believe what we say. 

From time to time we make loud claims about 
making the old drama still better. Then committees 
and commissions are appointed, and reports and poli­
cies are born. Important and far-reaching changes 
are announced which would be more in keeping with 
our own culture and would revolutionize the unsuit­
able system which our rulers had foisted upon us. 
But ·in: reality all this . is . also a lot of play-acting. 
'!'he reports and policies . are never radically diffe­
rent frpm what has been going on, and whatever 
important changes there might be are either dilut­
ed at the implementing stage or not sought to be 
implemented at all. We are not, at heart, really 
convinced of the necessity of drastic change. These 
little plays within the main drama only supply perio­
dic comic relief in the greater tragi-comedy of our 
'higher' education. 

The latest in this kind of histrionics seems to be 
the draft national policy on education, which was 
being advertised for the last few months from the 
highest quarters. Excerpts were published in the news­
papers middle of April. It has failed to create the sen­
sation among educationists which its authors seemed 
to have expected. 'Apart from ~he sh~ft of ~mphasis in 
certain areas,' comments one newspaper, ~he draft 
'does not depart much from the current policy'. I 
shall discuss some of the recommendations in the 
draft which appear to depart importantly from the 
current policy. 

'Measures will have to be devised,' says the draft, 'to 
~elieve .nresstire on higher education', and . one Of the 

means suggested is that 'admissions to institutions 
of higher learning should be selective'. This, if im­
plemented, would mean fewer students in the now­
referred-to as 'majoring' subjects and fewer divisions 
in the more general compulsory subjects, such as 
(in Maharashtra, for example) the Foundation 
Course and the compulsory Languages. In some of 
the 'majoring' subjects Oike Philosophy or English 
or Sanskrit there would be very few students indeed 
In the old days - the good old days - this situation 
would have been welcomed by many teachers, but 
today, when we are shivering under the shadow of 
the Government Resolution of 1977, with its provi­
sions for rendering teachers . 'surplus' (what a 
word!), the recommendation in the draft regarding 
selective admissions only puts greater fear into the 
hearts of the younger teachers. Whether a teacher 
is a good teacher or a bad teacher has nothing to do 
with his hold on the job which he has chosen as his 
vocation. His tenure depends entirely on the num­
ber of students taking a certain subject and the 
number of divisions of a class. A couple of years 
ago it was decreed that no subject could be taught 
as an optional subject unless twenty students re­
gistered for it. Naturally this caused a violent flu­
tter in certain college departments all over the State. 

Continued on page 5 

WE APOLOGISE ... 

The· total cut in power supply in Maharashtra for six days 
and subsequent restoration of only 30% has thrown out 
of gear all industrial and commercial activities. Among 
the victims -Freedom First! Hence the delay in the publica­
tion · of the July issue. On behalf of the Maharashtra 
Government we apologise to our readers outside Maha­
rashtra! 
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Perils of Ashram Hopping

A new breed of tourists is now doing the rounds in
India the hard way. They are by their own ad-
rnission known as "ashram hoppers". They take the
traditional trudge to small ashrams in the Hima-
layas, after Jetting into India and climbing into
dusty second class trains, then make for the plains,
seeking out the shrine of the "real" Sai Baba ("Wtto
wants a Swiss watch?"), the footsteps of Ramana
Maharshi or the even more unpronounceable
Shankaracharya, with perhaps a holiday in orange
at the hospitable Raineesh Inn at Poona. They see

themselves as "seekers of truth" who come to fndia
because it's hot, it's dirty, the streets are full of beg-
gars and they can truly suffer, because that's the one

thing they cannot get out in the wicked, affluent
old West. ''

Recently " i met one of them. He was suffering
gloriously with prickly heat and semi starvation' be-
cause he was so afraid of trying Indian food that he
drank only coconut water, pineapple juice and lassi,
in that order, every day, thrice a day. He had also
found scorpions in his room and killed them' though
he felt that they actually looked more like lizards.
The idea of sleeping ln a roomful of scorpions was

trowever more comforting to him than mere lizards,
so he was certain that they must lndeed be scorpions.
The only problem he had was that he had found a
guru within a month's time which he felt was much
too fast.

"Unless I go to the obher ashrams and get to
know what the other gurus have to say, trow can I
be certbin that my guru is iust right for me?" he

said with the air of a man who goes to a shoe shop
arid finds that though the first shoe fits him well he
wgrild s.titl like to try all the others'

. "What'made you lnterested in Hindulsm?" f asked

wtth misguided curiositY.

"Oh I don't care about Hlnduism at all" he ans-
wered. "In fact when I came to India I was afraid
I would have to learn about all the gods - you have
so many, and f don't believe ln God. I believe in
self realisation."

When, I probed delicately, did this desire fol seli
realisation set in.

"I tried everything in the West. There is nothing
I haven't done," he replied almost at once. "But in
the end everything appeared so banal. I wanted to
go to a Zen monastery but before that I stopped off
on the way at Delhl. There I was told of this Guru
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and for the last one month I go to see him every

day."

The Indian tourist department is apparently quite

sympathetic to these globe trotting self real.isers and
Ueep a list of paying guest accommodation, where a

seeie" may stay with a genuine Indian family and
suffer with them, at a modest rate of R's' 1000 for
a room and perhaPs a meal.

"My family is so kind," said my friend the Seeker'

"They never disturb me at all. Sometimes when
they have guests I find that they have been waiting
three hours just to meet me, because my family ex-
plains that I am a holy man, and that I may be in
meditation." The holy man wore an expensively
made pale coffee coloured pants and matching safari
style shirt. Even that however was in the process of
changing. He had begun to wear a white kurta and
loose white pants because he realised that for the
Indian climate these were more comfortable and
there were no precious buttons to be broken.

"Why do so may Indian men wear Western clothes"
he asked offering me a beedi from the only to be
expected packet of Charminars. "It's so wrong for
the Indian climate."

This desire to change the Indian environment so

that it suits their idea of reality is what causes most
of the friction between the seekers and the natives.
When the members of the Hare Krishna organization
settled down in Juhu they felt they were dolng
everyone a favour by sending out letters asking them
to abstain from meat and aleohol and refrain from
"illicit sex". The Rajneesh devotees are so self ab-
sorbed that they tend to lgnore the 'hoi polloi'
around them. When these protest at the manner in
which Rajneesh devotees tread on Indian sensibili-
tles, the devotees can get quite strident. "The full
catastrophe lndeed!" sneers one of them writing ln
t}oe Indian Express to polnt out how absurd tt ls that
Indians should take offence at their civllised Western
ways. "Western dress ln Indian streets - shoulders
bared lnstead of navels, Western affectional beha-
vtour - men, women and children openly loving in-
stead of htding ln the dark for physical contact;
Western expectations - the equality of women, de-
faecation and urination confined to lavatorles, table
c'.rtlery, straight transactions in commerce and pub-
lic offices." And further, "We are splrltual seekers;
but we belong to the late twentteth century, not a
soclety thousands ol years ago."

Nobody minds dear lady, one feels llke remlndlng
her, whichever century you choose to live ln, or
whatever manner you may declde to eat or defae-

nLhe Limo has coho." tlte
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of shoes-and_flips- 
e

^ _ ana valin$vax-
of cabla6@s ^ '

a\a kirgs-n



Freedorn First

cate. What one does mind is the superior tone which
implies that its Indians, who live in their own coun-
try, and follow their own customs, who must learn
to adjust to their ways of behaviour just because
they happen to be Western. Even if this confron-
tation were to be limited to paper wars in the let-
ters column, it would not matter much. What is un-
fortunate is that this aggression is contagious. It is
inclined to transform generally passive and tolerant
Indians who don't usually bother about their neigh-
bour's religion or personal habits as long as these
don't disturb their own, into intolerant, self-righ-
teous bigots.

Even the Gurus pre beginning to lose their spiri-
tual cool with the stiff competition setting into the
Nirvana business, the hottest challenge being on the
printlng side, with literally millions of books being
sold to spread the one and only "Truth". Devotees
are no longer accepted on trust and my friend the
Seeker describes how one of them was "bounced"
from his Guru's presence because he had presented
himself in the tell-tale orange garb of a RaJneesh
follower.

"Have you gone to any other saint?" the Guru is
reported to have asked.

"No" replied the orange clad youth, whereupon he
was evicted with unceremonious haste as he whined,
"How do I know whether f have been to a saint if
I cannot yet distinguish who ls a saint and who is
not a saint."

When, one wonders, are the Gurus going to restrict
their membership to Diners card holders only? G D

Silent Valley Silenced
Slnce independence the disappearance of Indian
wildlife, higtrlighted by the plight of the Tiger whose
numbers have shrunk from 40,000 to 2500 within
this century, has been dramatic. \trhat makes this
decline even more tragic ls that tt has gone on side
by side wlth pious declarations on the part of the
government of its good faith in preserving wildlife.

Even as the wildlife sanctuaries have come up
(there are now 150 of them) with their elaborate,
but often ineffectnal, administrative set up, the de-
clmation has gone on steadily. Ten years ago there
was an uproar when an Arab prince with forty traln-
ed falcons came and hunted the Great Indian Bus-
tard, an endangered specles. T\yo months ago the
same act was repeated wlth crles of outrage following
when lt was too late. The feellng ol inevltabllity
is what glves most Indian envlronmentalists and con-
servationists a setue of despalr. The Natlonal Geo-
graphlc in an artlcle on the subJect has put the pro-
blem tn a nutshell when lt asks the question, "Slx
hundred million people demand room for a Uvlng.
Can they and India's wild creatures survlve slde by
slde"

To the planners of the Silent Valley project ln
Kerala, which will inundate a masslve area of almost
unexplored Jungles and destory innumerable forms
of blrd, anlmal and lnsect llfe, the answer ls "No".
To ecologists and wtld llle lovers who have pleaded
for a review of thls declslon the Prlme Mlnlster bas
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chosen to deliver one of his Pharoah-like judge-
ments - since the project has been planned it will
be impiemented.

One of the main reasons for this state of affairs
is that the government persists in thinking that it is
a matter of choice and if one has to choose between
the people or the animals, their priority is towards
people. The fallacy in this kind of thinking, as has
been pointed out by conservationists, is that it
ignores that man is but a part of a chain of life.
If the other links in the chain are neglected or des-
troyed, man's own position will be shaken. Since,the
States are free to make their decisions on their own,
in this matter, the general tendency has been to take
a limited short term view of the whole problem.

One of the creatures that is most likely to be des-
troyed in the course of the Silent valley lnundation
is the Lion-tailed Macaque, which even ten years
ago numbered only a thousand. "Several. factors"
notes a leading authority on the subject "have con-
tributed to the virtual destruction of the Macaque:
agricultural expansion of tea and coffee plantations;
the felling of trees to meet industrial demands for
timber and for use by the local inhabitants as fuel;
the replacement of native trees and shrubs by alien
ones such as the eucalyptus." With the implemen-
tation of the Silent valley project, this splendid crea-
ture with the imperious air of a Spanish grandee,
with its shining amber eyes set in a black leather
face and framed by a mainificient ruff of white hair,
will have swung for the last time through the prt-
mordial trees of the jungles of Kerala before vanish-
ing silently, forever. GD
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THE PLAY WITHIN THE PlAY-Continued from page 1

Would the departments that have always attracted
very few students (and often serious students) have to
close down and the teacheis be asked to try their luck
elservhere? Brit a generous concession was made in
iire case of those colleges in which the threatened
subjects were already beiug taught in the past. A
great sigh of relief was heaved. But even now there
are a number of options in the 'majoring' and App-
lied Component* groups, and if no students choose
certain subjects from these (which is quite possible),
then the lecture-total of a department handling such
subjects would fall, and consequently, the junior-
most teachers in the department - even if they have
been there for five or six years and ihave been
found to be competent teachers - would face the
danger of being asked to go. (The next year, of
course, more students may opt for that particular
subject and the-college may require a teacher, but
it may have to make do with an incompetent one-
received, with thanks, from the 'poot'**-in place of
the competent one who had been asked to go.)

Therefore, every department in a college, and
every college that wants to protect and retain its
staff, tries to entice and grab as many students as
possible for itself - even students whose inaptitude
for a certain subject-er for higher education itself
is not at all in doubt. It is pathetic to see teachers
and departments making desparate efforts at self-
preservation. This is a case of the survival of one
species by means of those who are unfit in another.
How, under the circumstances, can we afford to think
ln terms of 'selective admisslons'?

The Government, which is the paymaster, seems
determined to let as few teachers survive as possi-
ble. In the beginning, under the new dispensation,
no class was to contain more than 60 students, so

that, if there were more students than 60, another
division would have to be opened, whieh, in turn,
would render so many teachers safe. The limit was
soon raised to 80 and then to a 100. \ile shall pro-
bably reach our good old ltmit of 150. We have
noted the rulg about starting the teaching ot subjects
not already being taught in a college. The conces-
sion to departments already in existence may also
be withdrawn sooner or later. Who can be certain
of the worklngs of the bureaucratic mind?

The tutorial method of teaching, requiring the
breaktng up of larger classes lnto smaller batches,
is the only method by which the quallty of our
higher education ts likely to improve. In the public
utterances of educationists this method always re-
celves honourable mention, but when we come to trard
facts, it receives step-motherly treatment. In totting
up a teacher's work-load, tutorials are not consldered
admlsslble ltems (ln auditor's language). Only tn
some sublects, recently, they have been made ad-
mlsible and we hope that this attitude will spread.
In the Junior College (standards XI and XII), tuto-
rials, whiqh were permltted until the last academic
year, have been disallowed from this year. When

I Notice the penchant, even among ihe educationists, for fancy

names.
i*'surpius' teachers have to join the 'pool', from wh:re they

would get fresh postings.

academic considerations have constantly to give
place to financial ones, one reads with a certain
amounts of understandable apprehension that,
accorciing to the new draft,'efforts must be made to
realise the objectives through exercise of economy
(and) more effective utilization of existing resour-
ces'. One fears that this part of the draft will be
taken more seriously than the other parts.

The draft says, 'There should be no more than
three public examinations during the entire course
of education till the end of the undergraduate stage',
the third of which would cover the total three-year
Senior College learning period. This means that
from the time a student begins his 1st year B.A.
course he takes no university examination till the
end of his third year, and that during this period
his progress would be determined by some form of in-
ternal assessment' decided on by his college. This
might take the form of terminal and annual exami-
nations and/or periodic class tests and/or home
assignments throughout each term. His perfor-
mance at these would determine whether he is fit
enough to take the final public examination. Un-
less this last step is taken and taken seriously,'inter-
nal assessment' would be just a fraud.

We know that the Bombay University's attempt to
introduce a scheme of internal assessment' at the
post-graduate stage has not been a singular success
and that the university authorities have had to eat
their humble pie 'gheraoed' (as they say) by post-
graduate students who discovered that such assess-
ment - wherever properly carried out - did not
quite fit their long-practised and peculiar style of
'studying'. Therefore, if internal assessment' is to
really work, many drastic changes in the attitudes
of the students, the teachers and the college man-
agements will be required.

However, our general concept of educational achi-
evement and of a good college is determined, respec-
tively, by the passing of the university examination
and the percentage of students from the college who
pass the examination. And a 'good' college would
attract rnore students and so fetch more income.
Thus, if internal assessment' were introduced,
most eolleges, wanting to be considered 'good' colle-
ges, would see to it that a very large number of
their students - whatever their lntellectual cali-
bre - take the unlversity examination and are not
detained at any of the intermediate stages. Apart
from this desire to maintain thelr reputation for
being 'good' colleges, various pressures would be
brought to bear upon the colleges, including 'dlrect
action'and threats of'direct action' by the students.
To withstand such pressures would requlre extreme-
ly tough principals and staff members, backed by
managements having uncompromising integrity and
singleness of purpose. Such condltions are hard -to

come by these days. They would be looked upon
as unpractical and foolhardy.

One might argue that, after all, the students would
have to face the universlty examination, however lax
the 'internal assessment' might have been. And one
might further 'argue that the more lax. thg 'internal
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assessment', the worse the students would fare in
that examination; hence, in its own interest, a college
could not afford to be lax about 'internal assess-
ment.' But such arguments would betray one's in-
nocence about the university examinations.

The type of university examination that has long
been with us presents little difficulty to those who
have been accustomed to unintelligent methods ol
study. The new draft rightly says that 'the mode ol
evaluation should discourage memorization', but how
is that to be done? The mode of evaluation de-
pends to a large extent on the style and pattern of
the question paper. Even with the coming of the
three-year course (which had raised some hopes).
there is no evidence of a change of heart (or mindr
among those who are resporurible for such matters.
Even in the new subjects the questions which are
being set in the current examinations are of the same
old type where answers that are Just memorized
without understanding can be given. In the new
Foundation Course paper, for instance, the university
furnished, some months ago all the colleges with-
'model' questions, and enterprising publishers pro-
duced 'model' answers soon after.

ff memorization is really to be discouraged, com-
pletely new types of question papers - differing,
perhaps, from subject to subject - would have to
be worked out. Then only would the 'mode of eva-
luation' change and become, as the draft says, 'more
objective and reliable'. This, in turn, would force
the colleges to take their 'internal assessment'
serlously. These chain reactions pose a very challen-
ging problem to educationists, but it seems that the
challenge is not likely to be taken up. They are
quite happy to drive the new three-year course along
well-worn grooves. A lew peripheral changes are
made, but the basic structure of higher education-
dilapidated and crumbling as it is - is going to be
left more or less undisturbed.

With understandable exaggeration the draft says
that the 'emphasis should shift from teaching to
learning'. ff, however, the students are to learn in
the right way vis-a-avis the type of examination
paper I am here suggesting, they would have to be
taught in the right way - taught how to learn. At
present they do not know how to learn. To teach
how would call for a kind of teaching different from
that which most teachers have been practising.
Lecturing, dictating notes, giving model answers to
likely questions and every other kind of spoon-feed-
ing would have to be dispensed with. To discuss the
methods which should be brought into play would
need another article; here I shall only mention some
of the obstacles ln the way.

One great obstacle to a change-over to a more
sensibie style of teaching-learning-examining pro-
cess would be the resistance from the teaching
community itself. Our teachers have themselves
been brought up on the bad methods of teaching
and the wrong kind of examinations, and do not
have the inclination or courage to change. It is
sad but not surprising that it ls often the younger
teachers, itrom who one would expect a readiness to
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experiment with new methods, who exhibit greater
inertia.

Another obstacle would be the resistance of the
paper-setters, for setting a paper which would 'dis-
courage memorization' and encourage an intelligent
grasp of the subject, would call for imagination and
careful thinking-out (which many would not even
be capable of) and would require an amount of time
which lt ls not usually the practice of paper-setters
to devote to this work.

Further opposition would come from the exami-
ners, for a well-constructed question paper (such as
I am visualising) could not be assessed by rapidly
glancing oYer the answers.

The students, too would not easily reconcile them-
selves to the new style of examination paper and
their various unions would surely protest.

These are undoubtably formidable obstacles, but
unless they are faced and overcome, the reeommen-
dations of the new draft are not likely to be of
much use.

The right kind of teaching - teaching to learn -would, in turn, demand a large number of tutorial
classes, each containing a very few students to whom
the teacher could give individual attention. 'But we
have seen that the trend of the Government and
the universities (usually playing second fiddle to the
Government) is to lessen or eliminate tutorial teach-
ing. We have also seen that the maximum number
of students permttted per class has risen from 60 to
100. (The argument usually advanced is that it
makes no difference wtt-'ther you lecture to 50 or
500 students. It is quietly forgotten that, unless the
lectures are supplemented by tutorials, our students

-ill-read and incapable of independent study - are
not likely to benefit from the lectures.)

As long as academic matters are tied up with
chees-paring economic considerations, no improve-
ment in 'higher' (or even 'lower') education may be
expected. Hope lies only in putting the educational
problem first and gearing the economy accordingly.
Whether tlris is feasible I do not pretend to know.
I doubt it will be done. We have enough finances
to appoint committees and commissions, to. produce
reports and formulate policies. But we do not seem
to have enough money to lower the work-load of
the teachers, to reduce the bulk of'surplus'teachers,
to make tutorial teaching function well or to give
our teachers salaries anywhere comparable to those
paid to persons of equal capacity in other fields.

But even if we had the financial resources to make
these dreams come true, do we have the will and
the desire to do so? The old drama has had such a
long run that, though it does not satisfy us any more'
we feel quite at home with it and do not want any
other.' The play will go on, suctt as it ls, and so wlll
the plays within the PlaY.

* The Oxford-Cambridge ( one student'one teacher) type of
tutoriat woutd be beyond our wildest dreams.



GIVB THE BISHOP A CHANCE
S. V. RAJU

When British Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary
Lord Carrington told Prime Minister Morarji Desai
on July 3 of Britain's decision to legalise Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia with the "widest possible international re-
cogniiion", the latter is reported to have replied that
fndia considered the Salisbury government illegal rei-
tera.ting that the recent elections in Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia were not fair, and its outcome did not bring
that country any nearer to black majority rule than
under the Smith regime.

The negative Indian attitude is not surprising and
is, in fact, entirely in character with our spineless
foreign policy-an unfortunate Nehru legacy continu-
ed with gusto by his one time critics now in office-
whlch, put crudely, ls to pamper the bully whlle ser-
nronising the victim. Fortunately for Zimbabwe and
its new government, the Indian attitude is not im-
portant. What is, is the attitude of Britain and the
u.s.A.

The Conservatlve Party is pledged to recognlsing
the new government. After much initial hesitation
the Thatcher Government has mustered courage to
honour its pledge. In the U.S. despite President
Carter's equlvocation tlie U.S. Senate voted on May
15 by an overwhelming majority a demand that sanc-
tions be lifted and set Carter a deadline - June 30-
to declde whether he found the Rhodesian elections
free and fair.

Press coverage in India of foreign news, by and
large, echoes the foreign policy of the Government
of India. This has unfortunately deprived the Indian
public of the opportunity to make an objective assess-
ment of the situation in Rhodesia particularly deve-
lopments in the last year or two whtch have led to
the tnstallatlon of a government led by blacks, with
a blaek majority and a black prime minister.

The new Prime Minister, Methodist Bishop Abel
Muzorewa is a believer in non-violence and in the
evolutionary process. Gandhiji would have entirely
approved of the man. fn one of his election speeches,
Muzorewa observed:

"I do not want this new country to be a sham,
a fraud, a hollow shell with the mere trappings
of lndependence - a brand new flag, sleek
llmousines, black faces ln parliament and the
U.N. I do not want Zimbabwe ever to become
another banana republic."

One has only to take a look at a map of contempo-
rary Africa to realise that it enjoys the dubious dis-
tinction of having 29 one-party states and 15 military
dictatorshlps. And, as a correspondent pointed out
in the London Tirnes, "in not a single country has
tpower changed by democratic election." More the
/pity tnat when for the lirst time a State in that
continent seeks to do so, the legitimacy of the elected
government is questioned not only by the dtctatorial
regimes in the continent, which is understandable,
not only by the Soviet Union and its Cuban stooge
whieh is equally understandable, but even by the

Western democracies on the plea that two guerilla
bands operating from outside Rhodesia did not par-
ticipate in the elections.

The crux of the Rhodesian issue is not the fairness
ol otherwise of the elections though tlris may be the
overt reason advanced by those critical of the Muzo-
rjewa government. The real issue is the demand
made by the guelilla leaders that Rhodesia should be
handed over to them i.e. to their organisation the
Patriotic . Front not through election, not through
the democratic process of ascertaining from the peo-
ple who they wish to have as their rulers but to the
the men with the rifles armed and trained by the
Russians and the Cubans. What is more significant
of the two guerilla leaders, Robert'Mugabe has made
ib unmistakably clear more than once that what he
r,'ants is a one-party Marxist regime (headed by him
naturally) in Rhodesia.

Founded in 1890 by Cecil Rhodes as a haven for
White settlers, Rhodesia was governed by the British
South Africa Company. By the twenties the \Mhite
settlers began to object to rule by the Company and
carried on a movement which in 1923 resulted in the
Company being forced to give up control. Northern
Rhodesia became a British Protectorate while
Southern Rtrodesia became a self-governing colony.
The two Rhodesias and Nyasaland formed a federa-
tion in 1953 which collapsed 10 years later. Norttrern
Rhodesia and Nyasaland later became the Republic
of Zambia. Southern Rhodesia continued as a self-
ruling British colony till 1965, when in a surprise
development the whites apprehensive of the snow-
balling decolonisation of Britain's African empire
took pre-emptive action and declared themselves in-
dependent. The move was engineered by Mr. Ian
Smith a former World War If pilot in the Royal Air
Force. Mr. Smith and his fellow whites made it
clear that they had no intention whatsoever of ever
permitting majority rule which meant rule by Rho-
desia's blacks. In fact even as recently as March
19?C, he declared that the whites would not give up
their power to the blacks "never in a thousan$ years"
he said.

Britain was quick to retaliate. It declared the in-
dependence declaration illegal and imposed economic
and political sanctions to bring the breakaway colony
to heel. The U.S.A. and the United Nations quickly
followed suit. But the Smith regime defied the sanc-
tions with the help of South Africa which provided
the outlet for the export of agricultural and mineral
products of landlocked Rhodesia and the import of
goods the countrY needed.

Within the country the educated blacks resisted
the Unilateral Declaration of Independence or IIDI
as it came to be known. Among those who led the
agitation against the UDI was Bishop Abel Muzo-
rewa. The Black leaders were clapped in iail and
kept there for ten long years, before they were re-
leased as a result of lnternational pressure. De-



Freedom First

sultory negotiations followed between the Smith re-
gime and the blacks. Soon fissures appeared among
the biack leadership. Robert Mugabe the confirmed
Marxist turned west across the border to Mozam-
bique wirere he established his guerilla base, whiie
Joshua Nkomo a highly respected leader lost patience
and turned north to set up his guerilla base in neigh-
bouring Zambia with President Kenneth Kaunda's pro-
tection and patronage. The two guerilla leaders came
together under the Patriotic Front in a loose fede-
ration. While Mugabe's gang was active inside Rho-
desia killing innocent men and women, Nkomo's men
armed and trained by the Soviets and the Cubans
(the Soviets are now dispensing arms to Mugabe as
well) waited on the wings - a fact to which Mugabe
made pointed reference when the two men fell out a
couple of months ago. In six years of guerilla acti-
vity over 9,500 lives have been lost of which only
around 400 are whites.

T\ro other black leaders Bishop Muzorewa and the
Rev. Ndabanigi Sithole decided to carry on the fight
within the country by peaceful means. They were
patient men who were prepared to progress towards
majority rule in stages.

The pressure of international sanctions, mounting
guerilla activity and the peaceful agitation inside
the country compelled Smith to climb down from his
pereh and face the facts of life. Never mind "thou-
sand years" he realised it would not be possible to
carry on for another ten years. He decided to nego-
tiate on the basis of majority rule ultimately. To
give the devil his due it should be noted that Ian
Smtth did not, like numerous white settlers, decide to
emigrate to Australia. He considered Rhodesia his
native land and wished to stay on securlng as much
advantage as h.e possibly could for himself and
others similarly placed. Soon after signing the In-
ternal Settlement with the blacks he said "This is
the way it's going in Rhodesia, isn't it? One's got
to be realistic. We live in a changing world." Ian
Smith kenw when he was licked and decided to
come to terms with reality.

Last year, Smith invited the black leaders includ-
ing the guerillas Nkomo and Mugabe to the confe-
rence table. The guerillas refused. They demand-
ed that he hand the country back to Britain so that
Britain could then hand it to the Patriotic Front.
But the others lncluding Muzorewa and Sithole who
responded to the invitation rejected the claim of the
Patriotic Front that "only the gun gave the right to
negotiate" and as Muzorewa put it decided that the
only way to find out whether Smith was genuinely
prepared to agree to majority rule was to negotiate
with him.

Afer 10 weeks of negotiations, agreement was
reached. A ten-point Internal Settlement was sign-
ed ln February last year. The agreement though
providing for a number of checks and balances which
ensured white control in vital areas involving secu-
rity, foreign policy and the economy was neverthe-
iess one which would have done any nationalist
movement nroud. It provided inter alia for a bill of
rights, protection against nationalisation or sblzure
of propert-v and land; a free and competent iudi-
ciary; an independent public service board to main-
tain efficient servlce; non-political civil, armed and
prison service, and a 100 seat parliament with 28
seats reserved for the whites. This last provision
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was the one that irked the critics of the Settlement
most. This was Ian Smith's gambit to secure safety
ior the whites in Rhodesia.. A perfectly legitimate
desire particularly when they had decided to stay
on under majority rule. ft was decided to holcl elec-
iions in December on the basis of one-man one-vote.
Thls was later postponed to April.

Ivleanwhile under the terms of the Internal Settle-
ment a Provisional Government was sworn in on
March 21, 19?8 with each ministry having a black
and a white as co-ministers sharing power. An Exe-
cutive Council was set up consisting of the black lea-
ders and Mr. Smith. This Council would be presid-
ed over by rotation by eaclr member for four weeks
at a time. Preparations ft*ere set in motion to hold
elections.

Nkomo and Mugabe denounced the Settlement des-
cribing the black signatories as stooges and traitors
and vowed to see that elections could not be held.
Guerilla activity was stepped up and more people
died including innocent passengers aboard a Rhode-
sian civil airliner. Joshua Nkomo actually boasted
of his role in its shooting down. But the Provisional
Government went ahead with their decision and
elections were finally held over a four day period in
April this year. 64% voted in the election - the
first one-man one-vote election with a choice of
candidates from four parties. The guerilla threat
failed (during pollng 230 guerillas were killled against
the loss of 12 government troops). Muzorewa's
United National African Council swept ttre polls
securing 51 of the ?2 seats. The Rev. Sithole's party
won 12 seats while 9 went to a party called the Unit-
ed National Federal Party. Under the terms ol the
agreement cabinet posts were to be shared in pro-
portion to the seats won. This gave Muzorewa 10
posts, Sithole 2 and the UNFP 2 with the whites get-
ting their guaranteed 6.

On June 1, Bishop Abel Muzorewa took over as the
first Black Prime Minister of Zimbabwe-Rhodesla,
presiding over a cablnet which included lan Smlth
who held the post of Minister without Portfolo. It
was not a L00Vo victory ln view of the bullt-ln safe-
guards for the whites whieh would contlnue for an-
other 10 years and give them a cruclal volce ln the
conduct of government. But the blacks had come a
long way indeed.

The world at large however continued lts ostrlch-
like attitude no doubt influenced by incessant Sovlet
propaganda. The U.N. Security Council meeting on
May 1 this year declared the elections "null and
void." But the U.K. and the U.S.A. abstalned and
declared themselves free to recognlse the new govern-
ment. Meanwhile the sanctions contlnue and the
gueriuas contlnue to flght thelr own people. The
danger is that a bold experiment in bi-racial under-
standing and cooperatlon on the one hand and the
emergence for the first time of a plurallst demo-
cracy on the soil of Africa on the other, mlght fail.
This would of course suit the Russians and
tlr*ir Cuban satellite and the African dictatorships
rvho would be spared an embarrassing example of a
democracy at work in their own backyard.
But should democratic natlons refuse to
accept the Muzorewa government lnslsting on all or
nothing even assumlng that the whites have for the

Contirrued on page 11



JOB DISCRIMINATION Ih{ THE U. S. A.
v. B.

There is stiil a good deal of racial job diserimina-
iion in the United States. The discrimination is di-
rected against the Black as well as against the
Puerto Ricans, the Chicanos, the Mexicans and
others. It is also found in many trade unions which
bhrough their apprenticeship rules make it difficult
for Black and other discriminated workers to find
enfry into skilled occupations. Seniority rules nego-
tiated b5' unions with employers also block their
progress to higher paid, more responsible posts. r.,

This is the position even after the enactment of
the Federal Fair Employment statute Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the setting up of
an independent agency, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC). The Commlssion
has the authority of initiating legal actions against
infringements of the Act and securing aggrieved
parties damages and other reliefs for Job discrimi-
nation. Hundreds of legal actions were initiated in
various courts throughout the country and a good
deal of relief was secured to discriminated workers.
Some of them were against big and powerful unions.

The book under review provides a detailed dis-
cussion of the lssues of.law and fact that were rais-
ed in the legal proceedings and the decisions of
courts. The author of the book, Dr. William B. Gould
is Professor of Law at $tanford University. Earlier,
he was a eonsultant to the EEOC, the agency en-
trusted with the task of providing equal opportuni-
ties to all workers irrespective of the colour of their
skin or ethnic origin. Still earlier, he was asso-
ciated with the Union of Automobile Workers
(UAliV) and the National Labour Relations Board.
He is thus thoroughly conversant with the law and
its interpretation by courts as well as with the
variety of practices of discrimination prevalent in
varlous parts of the country. Ttre book has there-
fore become a learned dissertation on the law and
practice of Job dlscrimlnation in the United States.
That has made it more useful for lawyers and spe-
cialists ln race relations than for ordinary readers.
The latter would have preferred a smaller book ex-
plaining the law as lt ls and the steps that can be
taken to secure Justlce.

Race discrimination is a long-standing evil of
American society. It is based on deep preJudices of
the Whites and the fact that the Blacks were at
one time slaves. It operates ln all spheres of life
including education, houslng, public affairs and em-
ployment, The Government and the llberal forces in
the country are valiantly struggling against it. The
courts, particularly the Supreme Court, have taken a
firnr stand against it. And yet progress towards a
"race-blind" and "colour-blind" society is not as
rapid as it should be.

Unions should have taken the lead tn this fight
against racial discrimination particularly in the
field of employment. But that has not happened.
IBlack Workers in White Unions, William B. Gould, Cornell
University Press, Ithaca and London, 1978; Price I 20.

Karnik

They are dominated by White workers and workers,
unless special efforts are made to educate them, are
nsually conservative on social matters. 'Racial equa-
lity wil!, moreover, in some cases deprive them of a
few of tlreir privileges such as monopoly of skilled
jobs and rights of seniority. That is why they are
not enthusiastic about the implementation of equal
employment opportunities legislation and sometlmes
go to the extent of opposing it. Prof. Gould is
naturally angry with this attitude of unions and has
criticised them at several places in the book.

Prof. Gould has enumerated the following as the
issues in dispute between unions and Black workers:

"1. Restrictions on admission to apprentlceshilr
programs jointly administered with employers by
both industrial and craft unions; 2. the denial of
journevman cards to qualified black non-uniontsts;
3. refusal of admission to membership even though
no union today refers to a formal color bar in lts
constitutional rules; 4. the establishment of segre-
gated or auxiliary locals for blacks; 5. the main-
tenance of separate lines of progression and senio-
rity districts which prohibit or dlssourage transfers
by blacks into relatively better paying and more de-
sirable jobs held by whites; and 6. the absence of
blacks and other minorities from policy-making elec-
tive and appointed positions inside the unions."

In support of issue no. 6 mentioned above, namely,
lack of representation in policy-making bodies of
unions, Prof. Gould draws attention to the position in
the UAW, one of the most progressive unions in the
country: "Until 1962, there was no black member of
the UAW international executive board. As of 19?3 the
minority percentage of UAW staff on the lnternatio-
nal pay roll was only 14.3-and the figures have not
changed much since then". This in spite of the fact
that "the black percentage of the total union mem-
bership is approximately 25-30." The positlon in
other unions is much worse. In spite of large mem-
bership of Blacks and other minority workers, the
unions "have no room at the top for blacks and
other racial monorities" and that "when black trade
unionists are elected they are often those who are
all too acceptable to a conservative whlte leadershlp."
The unions have to effect a radlcal change in thls
position. The change will be necessary also in vlew
of the ruling of the National Labour Relations Board
that a union violates its duty of fair representa-
tion. . . . when it refuses to represent employees
fairly because of race". Black workers who do no[
enjoy fair representation in policy-making bodies or
staffs of unions can complain of racial discrimlna-
tion and move eourts to terminate the sole bargain-
ing agent status of a union. There is no report so
far of any such action, but it cannot be excluded
if unions continue to deny Black and other workers
representation in posltlons of trust and responsibili-
ty.

Court decisions have played a big role in exposing
and remedying job discrimlnatlon in many cases.
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They have granted alfected workers the jobs due to
them as well as damages for being kept out of them
on grounds of race. In some cases damages have
been awarded even against unions for collaborating
with employers in their racial discriminatory prac-
tices. Prof. Gould has dealt elaborately with many
of those decisions and explained the law laid down
by them. The most important is the decision of the
Supreme Court in Griggs ts. Duke pouer Co. Explain-
ing the object of the equal employment opportuni-
ties legislation, the Court held in that case: ,.The
objective of Congress in the enactment of Tiile VII
is plain from the language of the statute. It was
to achieve equality of employment opportunities and
remove barriers that have operated in the past that
favour an tdentifiable group of white employees over
other employees. Under the Act, practices, proce-
duies, or tests neutral on their face, and even neu-
tral in terms of lntent, cannot be maintained if they
operate to "freeze" t}re status quo of. prior discrimi-
nation but also "affirmative action" to help those
who have suffered long from discriminatory prac-
tices. One court decision says: "Title VfI's lmposi-
tlon of an affirmatlve duty on employers to undo
past discrimlnation permlts compensatory action for
those who have suffered from prior discrimination."
Quotar can be fixed for the recruitment of Black
workers in proportion to their numbers in the re-
cruitment area, The battle is thus progressing
through court actions and a variety of other means
.rnd, may be, there will be an end to Job dlserimina-
tlon ln the not too distant future.

A Job ls the key to all the desires of workers, such as,
a steady lncome, a house, family and status ln society.
Job discrlminatlon, therefore, hurts a worker in
many ways. Prof. Gould writes: "In addition to the
pain and emotional suffering caused by employ-
rrent discrimination, a Black who has been deprived
of his rightful place in the work force or has been
harmed in many other ways for example, by being
prevented from acquiring and enjoying the type of
home or other possesslons which would have been
avallable had hls lncome been higher or by suffer-
ing phystcal lllness by betng forced to work at a more
dangerous or strenuous Job than he would have but
for discrimination." "These and countless other
forms of harm, economic and otherwise" cannot be
remedied, the author argues by back or front pay or
other monetary reliefs. Job discrimlnation must end,
he says and he calls upon all, the government, the
courts, the unions and employers to work for bring-
tng it about. "Employment ls the key", he asserts,
"to the color bllnd society that must remaln this
nation's obJectlve."

We have a similar problem in our society in the
r'orm of our Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and
backward caste workers who have been discriminated
against for centuries. In some respects their plight
ls much worse than that of Black workers in the
United States. We are frying the solution of reser-
vatlon of Jobs in government services. The solution
is too lnadequate, for the jobs are few and the num-
ber of job-seekers runs into millions. That, however,
is no argument for abandoning the system of reser-
vation. However lnadequate, it provides some rellef.
And that ls better than doing nothlng.
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The Day the Sky fell on our Heads
Manjula Padmanabhan

The piece of Skylab which fell on our house turn-
ed out to be a disappointment - a two-kilo weakling
compared to the 20 Kg collector's item 'whibh fell
next door. Ad assured by the US authorities in their
Backgrourtder, there was no crater. caused by the
chunk of searing metal which dropped near-verti-
cally on the house at a velocity of between 48 to
416 Km per hour - though the building is a write-
off of course. Still, what is the loss of a few hun-
dred square feet of living space compared to the
honour of owning a genuine sliver of space debris?

It is a shame that United States citizens have been
deprived of the privilege of being hit by a bit of
thelr own Skylab. This is due to a planning error
on the part of NASA technicians, who knew that the
space station would fall to earth at some tim€, but
forgot to include their own country in the path of
tlre 160 wm wide "footprint". In the early reports it
was thqught that a mere 500 pieces of satellite would
survive re-entry and that most of these would de-
posit themselves in any one of the various oceans
provided for this purpose. Conflicting statements
were made; some reports said the debris would not
hit a populated area; others said that the trajectory
had only just been altered so that no densely popu-
lated area would hence-forward be hit; further re-
ports said that it was totally uncertain whether any
densely populated area would be hit; and a final re-
port stated that densely populated areas would be hit
but no-one would be hurt.

In the early days of Skylab-baiting, the informa-
tion available on the satellite and its habits was pre-
cise. But as attention mounted, data on Skylab grew
increasingly vague. Sometimes the fragments
weighed between 4.5 Kg or less, at other times, there
was talk of pieces weighing over 5000 lbs. Sometimes
the Americans were reported to be in full control of
their space station and at other times nothing on
board was said to be working. Sometimes every-
one wondered why this whole situation could not
have been avoided entirely.

The chances of anyone being hit by a piece of the
satellite were estimated at being one in 152 - or, as
stated coyly in tlte Background,er, "a slngle injury if
152 Skylabs were to re-enter", leaving one wondering
exactly how many Skylabs there are flying around
up there. Ttren in the last ten days before touch-
down lt loolred like somebody was gotng to be htt,
but NASA could not say for sure who it would be.
Then in the last two days it was thought that several
people would be hit, but NASA was still uncertain
of their identities. When, in the last 20 hours it was
realized that several cities would be atfected, the All-
American Association of Psychics was called out to
divert the crisis. The poltce and the National Guard
were called out; the US Marines were alerted; cash
prizes were offered to any citlzen who could shoot
down and capture a fragment, dead or alive; and
finally the Amertcan Presldent htmself ordered the

satellite to surrender without a stluggle. But alas,
Skylab did not respond, and in the last two hours,
seven plane loads of NASA lawyers stood ready to
fly off for distant parts of the planet.

And so: 46? pieces of Skylab survived re-entry, and
made their way into the hearts and homes of lucky
people all over the third world. The Iranian revolu-
tion is finally over, as that nation f:as been razed
to the ground; most of South East Asia is two feet
under water as a result of the lmpact and is being
colonized all over again by the Dutch; and the only
individual to be directly hit by a piece of satellite,
was Idi Amin. Twenty three fragments hit Calcutta
all at once, and the American Government has con-
vinced our government not to sue, on the grounds
that (a) every country can do without a Calcutta
and that (b) we are lucky that the Taj Mahal is
still intact. As compensation, they say, they plan to
issu,e green cards to all the bereaved peasants an{
relatives.

In Java a religious cult has sprung up around the
"Burning Metal Which FaU From Heaven". Called
the Space Debric Cult, the believers tattoo them-
selves wth Skylab serial numbers and invoke the
name of the great god NASA.

A brisk international trade has resulted from the
sale of Skylab fragments to novelty collectors. It
has proven to be a rich source of foreign exchange
for many a poor country, especially since most of
the collectors are from the US. Already imitations
have made their way into the market, scrap metal
prlces round the world have reglstered a sharp rise
and there is some talk at Tifany's about Skylab jewel-
lery,

And meanwhile, at least one widely popular Ameri-
can monthly magazine has pointed out that the trials
caused by Skylab pale to insignificance eompared to
the threat to life and property caused by Soviet sate-
llites. Only last year, one of their returning crafts,
supposedly radio-active and out of control, narrowly
avoided causing a catastrophe of unthinkable pro-
portion: it alnost hit New York! !

( Continued from page 8 )
moment a role far more important than their num-
bers warraut?

We in fndia are familiar with the progress of our
freedom movement toivards lndependence. It was
gradual and every step forward met with British re-
sistance. We can understand Muzorewa's strategy
even anxiety that Zimbabwe should emerge as a full
fledged democratic nation. He is after all following
GandhiJl's dictum "one step at a time is enough for
me." Should we then see him succumb to the gun-
toting gangs who seek powel for themselves even if
it leads to a Soviet stranglehold on the country? The
Bishop deserves a chance to work out the arrange-
ments towards total majority rule. Should a pussi-
lanimous world deny him this?

tt
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Book Review

POLITTCS MAINLY INDIAN

by l4t. H. Morris Jones, Orient Longmart,
New Delhi: 1978; pp: 280, Price: Rs 16.00

W.H. Morris Jones is no outsider to the Indian poii-
tical scene. llaving been a keen student of fndian
politics for nearly thirty-five years and being in in-
timate con[act with some of India's most astute poli-
tical observers, men like Sachin Chaudhuri, founder-
editor of tb.e Ecortomic Weekly, Rajni Kothari of the
Centre For The Study of Developing Societies and
others has enabled him, as he himself puts it, ,.to

escape from being wholly the outsider, to be accept-
ed as part of the Indian seene and without special
effort to look on it with lnside eyes". It is therefore
treartening to note this noted indologist compliment
India not only for having made democracy work,
but also for having made it strlke genulnly deep roots
in Indian soil.

This collection of earlier published essays cover.s
the early period of "Congress dominance" which
Morris Jones also describes as the period of ,,the
politics of manipulation", as well as the period. (after
196?) which he calls the period of ',the polittcs of
populist rhetoric." fn his introduction to flrese dated
essays Morris Jones opines that the emergency was
in good measure the inevitable consequence of ..bhe

comblnation of populist appeal and personalised
methods of managing political and administrative
decislons."

In keeping wibh his overall assessment tlrat fndian
democracy has struck genuine roots, Morris Jones
observes, "tliere are those who believe that if Mrs.
Gandhi had not miscalculated by calling the 197?
elections the Emergency might have endured indefi-
nitely. In my view this is mistaken and based on
a failure to understand the deeper significance of
the Cecade 196?-?? and indeed of the thirty years pil-
grimage of India towards democracy". (Introduc-
tion page xv). The Emergency, in Morris Jones'
view, could not hold long, not only because "thc
ethos of liberal, constitutional and aceountable
government had in India taken hold of more than
a tiny elite", but also because, "the Emergency made
no attempt to create such institutions as could effec-
tlvely replace the motive po\pers of democratic de-
mand. . . . The rulers themselves lacked faith in any
thoroughgoing substitute for Democracy", (fntroduc-
tion p. xvi). On balance Morris Jones thinks, the
Emergency "still further matured the electorate, it
had taught a lesson they would be in no hurry to
forget." (Introduction page xvii).

The collection of essays includes two written in
the 1960s whieh lndicate Morris Jones' susplcion of
the Gandhi. - J.P. variety of "decentralized demo-
cracy". based on consefisus (as opposed to majority
rule). Participatory demqcracy, consensus, unani-
mity are terms which can easily come handy to those
interested in usherlng a totalitarian regime and in
fact are commonly brandlshed terms in modefn dlc-
tatorshlps. In fact in a much earlier essay wqitten
ln 1954 and also included in the volume under re-

view, Morris Jones writes in defence of apathy and
attacks the notion that citizenship calls for any basic
level of political participation which has to be re-
garded as a universal duty.

Finally, f rvould like to refer to one more essay in
the collection, "Press Performance and Election
Forecasts" for the simple reason that it is sugges-
tive of a very fruitful area of future research in
India, where political scientists, as Morris Jones him-
self observes, "tend to be unconcerned with the press
as a subject for serious study".

Adi H. Doctor

The Political Career of C. Rajagopnlachari :

1937-1954. A Moralist in Politics

by A. R. H. Copley, Macnillan 1978. Rs. 70,00

This slim, but well-documented study on RaJaji's
political career during the period 193?-1954 has come
at the most opportune moment. Its publicatlon coin-
cides with the celebration of Rajaji's Birth Cente-
nary and has tlrus helped augment the host of
publications on Rajaji's life and achievements which
have been appearing in recent months.

Professor Copley is currently teaching history at
the University of Kent in England. Earlier he had
been teaching at the University College of North
Wales at Bangor, from 1963-1967. He was a Visit-
ing Academic at the Jawaharlal Nehru University in
19?3. He had the opportunity of meeting RajaJi in
19?1.

Though the avowed ambit of his study is restricted,
the author has packed enough biographical material
to make the book interesting to the average reader
also. This he has achieved by inserting a fairly
longislr Prologue, and by adding an Epilogue and a
Fostscript. The author makes it clear that the main
work was completed before the end of the Emer-
gency and before the 1977 electlons in India.

i; was no mean achievement for Rajaji, a snrall-
lclwn iawyer, to rise to national status and eminence
rvith comparative ease. But once lre reached the
top. he found himself at logger-heads with such
stalwarts like GandhiJi, Nehru and Sardar Patel.
The Prologue abtempts to give glimpses of these
controversies and shows how inflexible Rajaji was
when he took a particular line. Once he wrote of
Gandhiji: "He always felt acute pleasure when I
agreed with him! For he found that of hls half a
dozen coileagues I was the most inclined to dlsagree
when he laid down the la$." There were disagree-
ments and rifts between them but reconciliatlon
followed always because their relationship was more
a friendship than a politieal alliance. Thls friend-
.ship was fortified through the marriage of Gandhiji's
youngest son Devdas with Rajaji's daughter Lakshmi,
though the parents on both sides were initially
opposed to such an intercaste marriage. Yet the
situation did not improve.

Thus we find RaJaji frequently challenging
candhiJi's interpretation and practice of Satyagraha
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itself - the disciple questioning the Guru! For in-
stance only reluctantly did Rajaji accept Gandhiji's
Bardoli decision to call off the civil disobedience
movement after the violenee at Gorakhpur. On his
side, Gandhiji was himself getting wonied and dis-
gusted by the policies of some of his colleagues.
The breaking point with Rajaji came over the latter's
attitude towards war-time collaboration with the
British. The Delhi Resolution of the Working Com-
mittee of the Congress of the l3th July, later appro-
ved by the A.I.C.C. at Poona (hence known as the
Poona Offer) accepting condltional war-time colla-
boration with the Britlsh Government was, for
Gandhiji, the greatest betrayal of the doctrine of
non-violence. But Gandhiji showed his magnanimity
and charity when Rajaji's pollcies crumbled through
the refusal of the British to accept the CongresS'
offer.

lVith Jawaharlal Nehru, RajaJl had very much less
in common. Nehru's ..agnosticism and socialism was
very much in variance with Rajaji's religiosity and
distaste for dialectical materialism.,, yet both in
their own ways lsought great truths. Both poss-
essed richly cultivated intellects and shared
a common passion for Anglo-Saxon culture. It
is misleading to say that they were hostile to one
another. On the other hand, Nehru had a great re-
gard for Rajaji's brilliant intellect, selfless char-
acter and penetrating powers of analysis. It is com-
mon knowledge that Nehru favoured Rajaji for the
honoured position as fndia's first President, but was
over-ruled. fn later years thelr relationship waver-
ed, and Nehru was often distressed over Ralajils poli-
tical behaviour. In the 1950s Raiaii increasingly
attacked the 'totalitarian' tendencies of the Nehru
Government. The real alienation took place in 1959

when Rajaji founded the Swatantra Party.

One would have expected greater understanding
and harmony between Rajaji and Sardar Patel. But
political rivalry poisoned their shortlived amity.
Rajaji also grew Jealous of Patel's greater capacity
for winning GandhiJi's support, and commented dis-
paraglngly about the Sardar's blind faith in the
Mahatma. Sardar Patel on his part suspected that
Rajaji had a soft corner for Muslims in their de-
mancl for a homeland.

After this interesting and well-conceived Prologue'
the author launches into his main theme. He
arranges the material in three Parts: Part I - Pre-
mier of Madras: 193?-1939; Part II - fnto the Poli-
tical Wilderness: War-time Dilemmas; and Part III-
A Second Chance: f946-1954. Of these Part I is the
most fascinating as it shows up Raiaji as an astute
polttical strategtst and at the height of his proqtess

as the Premier of a vast Presidency like Madras of
the pre-partition days.

Rajaji was 5? when he became the Premier of
Ir{adras for the first time. There were three con-
tenders in the field for the post. The most popu-
lar and formidable opponent was S. Satyamurty who
had established himself as a national figure and a
great orator. Then there was S. Srinivasa Iyengar,
also a national figure of repute, but who was a
spokesman of the landlords. Lastly there was the
Andhra Leader, T. Prakasam, who too had a large

11

July 1979

following. Of these Satyamurty had the best chance
of winning the Premiership. How Rajaji created a
clisis in the Party and got the Central Leaders to
come to his aid is a strategy worthy of a Chanakya.
Once he was installed as Premier he ruled the Pre-
sideney with an efficiency and impartiality that
soon earned for Madras the status of the best-
governed Province in pre-Independent India.
Rajaji saw to il that he got the best out of the civil
servants who were mostly British. Some of the en-
comiums he earned on this account are interest-
ing. In a letter in 1939, Lord Erskine, the Governor'
calls Rajaji "a really good administrator besides be-
ing a good Tory in internal politics' In fact he is
too muclr of a Tory for me. Though f may want to
go twenty years, he wishes to go back two thou-
sand years and run fndia as in the time of King
Asoka".

But Rajajl had many worries too. To administer
a sprawling Presidency which embraced areas which
are now in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Orissa and
Kerala was no easy task. Problems had to be tac-
kled to the satisfaction of tlre peoples concerned.
The author treats them under the sub-head: Poli-
tics of Communalism. Rajaji had made the claim
that it was he who had advised Gandhiii to orga-
nize the congress Party on a linguistic basls' This
was to recoil on Raiaji himself when the question of
the reorganisation of the States came to tbe fore-
front. Rajaji had to bear the brunt of the negotia-
tions with the Andhra leaders over the separation
of the Telugu-speaking areas. But one thing he was
detrermined to do, and that was to hold on to
Madras which also the Andhra leaders claimed.

During this period Rajaii got an excellent oppor-
tunity to put through various schemes for economic
and social reforms. These covered programmes for
agrarian reforms, introduction of prohibition, and
temple-entry for Hariians. Naturally, these moves
generated keen and sometimes violent opposition by
vested interests, but Raiaii was not the mbn to be

deterred by any such tactics. By and large, he had
his way in many of the reforms he had embarked
upon.

This highly productive and satisfactory period
came to an abrupt end when the Congress Party
decided to give up office on the outbreak of the
Second World War in 1939' From this period till
1952 when he again got a chance to head the
Government of Madras for a brief period of two
years, Rajaji had to experience a period of amazing
reversal of fortunes. We have already notlced how
hls moves for collaboration with the Britlsh went
awry; but further disasters were to follow when the
Congress High Command decided to revolt and
passed the 'Quit India' Resolution of 1942. Thts
seemed to be the end of the road for RaJaJl and he
lrad no alternative but to leave the Congress. He
was to suffer furUrer ioss of face and obloquy over
the issue of Pakistan. \Mhile the South vlrtually
disowned him, some ol the top people ln Delhl did
not forsake hinr., particularly Nehru. So we find
Rajaji again occupying high positions, e.g., Gover-
nor of Bengal, Mlnister in the Interim Government
at the Centre and above all, the Governor-Gleneral
of India- the last tn that lllustrlous llne.
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Through all these vicissitudes Rajaji never gave
up his principles or ideals. It seemed that he car-
t'ied his resignation letter in his pocket all the time;
he had no fear of getting out of office, or going into
political wilderness. The main narrative virtually
ends with Rajaji's resignation as Chief Minister of
Madras in 1954. There is an Epilogue in which the
author briefly refers to Rajaji's declining years. It
was during this period that he formed the Swatan-
tra Party and became a bitter critic of Nehru.

In a Postscript there is an attempt to compare
Rajaji with Morarji Desai. It would have been in-
teresting to havq Rajaji's own comments on these'observations. But there can be no doubt that he
would have felt much satisfaction over the fact that
sorheone after his own heart is at the helm of affairs
in New Delhi.

K. V. Padmrnabhan
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES
"Thc deep

Moans rorind with. oany voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too tate to seek a newer world.',

Four words that (have) droned their way too deeply
into the bureaucracy: finalize, utilize, input and
facilitate.

Herald Tribune, April 30

Honeymoons are of their nature brief but that is no
argument against enjoying them

The Daily Telegraph, May 5

lVhy should any level-crosslng in India be unman-
ned? Are we short of manpower?

R. c. I( Times ol India, May t2

As the Janata men are still not used to being ln
Gpvernment, similarly we are still not used to being
in Opposition.

Mrs. Gandhl, The Statesman, May 6

There are two dozen major Hlndu and Moslem festi-
vdls every year and every one is a potential signal
for communal rioting and slaughter.

The EconornCst, April 2l

There is a wind of change in Britain and in much of
the democratic world, and it comes from the right
not tne tett.

Lord Blake, The Economist, April 2l

The Britlsh people are convinced it is tlme for a new
beginning. We need to strengthen lncentlves by
aUowing people to keep more ol what they earn so

that hard work, talent and abillty are rewarded.
Slr G. Eowe, DallY TelegraPh, June 13

published for the Demccratic Research Service by J. R. Patel, Associate Editor, Frcedom First at t27, Mahatma Gandhi Road'

he measurc of achievenlent

99 yaara rc6, wa warc t rlngl.. simpl!
aing unit, To-y. our tartilc conrel.r
ona ol tha la.cart io rha wo.ld. ln '1977,
lat croalcd lhr Ra.60-crorc mark.

Our mrnufaBturlng trcllili.r rrr va.y
odarn and hiqhly.utomlt.d. wc h.vc one
th. hg.rt lotnah.da-2,lCO rutomliq

oma undar ona aool I

W. waaa tha liart collon iarlilc nrill te
n.ll lh. rrvolbtion.ry ullr. high !p..d
rlzcr ahut116loar woayi!rg mrchrnes in
dit. Tha ti.at b groduca tar.y tD\e"l!
r autohrtic iacqua.d loc6a. Aod oaa'th. li.at tg In.tall I roi6ry rcra.n
{nllne m.shim.

Ou? lcb.ica ara !roorlad to rll lha
&ohi.tlc.i.d f.rhion c.nt.!l ln thl wo.ld.
ln i 977 rlonr. rrpo.tt arctadad Rr' I t ctotat.
Trkinc our lotrl art0rt aarnlngt !ln€t
lnd.o-nd.nca to n..193 c.o.cr-which lt
ona.ianrh ot lndla 3 argorli ol cotton
toxtll.rl Thir tx9o.t ,.rtotmtnca hl. at.nad
foa u!. gvaa tha yaatt, ttvtaal awa?dl:
. lh. Fadenllon ol lndi.n Chlmbltl ot

CodmG,cr.od lddutr.Y 1972 Awgtd loa
pion.aring arpo.t .chi.vtmlnt.

. Th. Oov..dmant ot l^dia Awr.d lo.
outatanding achiavamaht in arpoat
p.o/nction to. 1 9/2.73.

. Tha Govcrnmant ol Mahtrtthtta
Oi..crorala ol lndottri.t Prlta tor bctt
Grpori g..1o,fr.^cr lor I 073-74.

. lhe Ter0rocil Aw.rd l5r oeirllnding
orporl pe.tor6.nc. in I 976.7t'

How i that lor rchievrmanl ?

BOMBAY DYEING S

-73E/tae4

Please don't use the word 'tough'. People might get
the impression that I don't care and I do care very
deeply. Resilient, I think.

Mrs. Thatcher, The Obserler, May 5

Not surprislngly, the steel and industrles ministers
wish to nationalise TISCO so that it will not remain
an embarrassi:ng example of an island of efflciency
ln the lndustry.

Buslness India, May, 14

Does Mr. Bosu want the .managing director of a
Rs. 300 crore airline to live ln a chawl and commute
by traln to his office?

Business Indio, May, 14

Entrepreneurship in India is not dead in spite of the
continuing efforts of the bureaucracy ln- tbe last 30
years to stifle prlvate enterprlse.

BuslnesE Inilla, I}/:ay, L4

Most of us enJoy convictions, dogma ls an affltctlon
of our critics.

The Daily Telegraph, May 11

Be strong wlth the strength that comes from faith.
Pope John Paul II, The Daily Telegraph, June 1l

Wtro are these people waitlng ln ttre long llnes at the
gas statlons? Well, vtrtually all of them are people
who need gas to get to work, and they need to work
in order to pay thelr taxes so that the poor will be
supported.

U. S. Senator Hayakawa, Time' lvne 4

We need to rely less on curblng the prlvate sector
and put more emphasls on flscal restraint and eco-
nomy by the publlc sector. That requlres a signlfl-
cant reduction in the publlc sector borrowlng re-
qulrement.

Sir G. Howe, Brltlsh Chancellor of the Exchequer'
Dolly Telegrogh, June 13
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