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THE PLAY WITHIN THE PLAY

Some thoughts on the new National Education Policy and
our old educational system

S. K. Ookerjee

Higher education, in other nations, is considered a
very important part of their society and civilization
and a potent means of improving the quality of life.
But for us it is not a part of the serious business of
living; it is only a huge bit of make-believe. Pub-
licly and on ceremonial occasions we say very nice
things about it, especially its basis in our ancient
culture and spiritual values, and we hope that the
people of other countries will believe what we say.

From time to time we make loud claims about
making the old drama still better. Then committees
and commissions are appointed, and reports and poli-
cies are born. Important and far-reaching changes
are announced which would be more in keeping with
our own culture and would revolutionize the unsuit-
able system which our rulers had foisted upon us.
But in reality all this is also a lot of play-acting.
The reports and policies are never radically diffe-
rent from what has been going on, and whatever
important changes there might be are either dilut-
ed at the implementing stage or not sought to be
implemented at all. We are not, at heart, really
convinced of the necessity of drastic change. These
little plays within the main drama only supply perio-
dic comic relief in the greater tragi-comedy of our
‘higher’ education.

The latest in this kind of histrionics seems to be
the draft national policy on education, which was
being advertised for the last few months from the
highest quarters. Excerpts were published in the news-
papers middle of April. It has failed to create the sen-
sation among educationists which its authors seemed
to have expected. ‘Apart from the shift of emphasis in
certain areas,’ comments one newspaper, the draft
‘does not depart much from the current policy’. I
shall discuss some of the recommendations in the
draft which appear to depart importantly from the
current policy. ] 3

‘Measures will have to be devised,” says the draft, ‘to
relieve pressure on higher education’, and one of the

means suggested is that ‘admissions to institutions
of higher learning should be selective’. This, if im-
plemented, would mean fewer students in the now-
referred-to as ‘majoring’ subjects and fewer divisions
in the more general compulsory subjects, such as
(in Maharashtra, for example) the Foundation
Course and the compulsory Languages. In some of
the ‘majoring’ subjects (like Philosophy or English
or Sanskrit there would be very few students indeed
In the old days — the good old days — this situation
would have been welcomed by many teachers, but
today, when we are shivering under the shadow of
the Government Resolution of 1977, with its provi-
sions for rendering teachers ‘surplus’ (what a
word!), the recommendation in the draft regarding
selective admissions only puts greater fear into the
hearts of the younger teachers. Whether a teacher
is a good teacher or a bad teacher has nothing to do
with his hold on the job which he has chosen as his
vocation. His tenure depends entirely on the num-
ber of students taking a certain subject and the
number of divisions of a class. A couple of years
ago it was decreed that no subject could be taught
as an optional subject unless twenty students re-
gistered for it. Naturally this caused a violent flu-
tter in certain college departments all over the State.

Continued on page 5

WE APOLOGISE ...

The total cut in power supply in Maharashtra for six days
and subsequent restoration of only 30% has thrown out
of gear all industrial and commercial activities. Among
the victims -Freedom First! Hence the delay in the publica-
tion of the July issue. On behalf of the Maharashtra
Government we apologise to our readers outside Maha-
rashtra !
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