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AFTER THE ELECTIONS ,·· .. 
NISSIM EZEKIEL . 

It i.s not so much the performance of the ruling party 
as Its mode of functioning that matters today. The 
r:erformance is unlikely in any case to matc:h expecta­
tions. Those who expect prices to be controlled roads 
and houses to be built, transp01t and other s~rvices 
to be improved, ete., are certain to be disappointed. 
One suspects that they are even prepared for dis­
appointment; they also know what excuses will be 
offered for failure in these and other vreas. The 
scenario is a familiar one, and the defence as well as 
the criticism of it is familiar too. Perhaps a different 
ruling parry, a coalition of Opposition groups, would 
fare no better. But there is a difference. 

When my attack on Mrs. Gandhi and Sanjay appear­
ed in the journal last month, the :~;eaction from friendly 
readers was astonishingly uniform. 'You have stuck 
your neck out', they said. 'You .are risking your safety 
and that of your family. Are you, sure you know the 
danger? You will suffer for being so outspoken'. And 
so on. Clearly, the general feeling is of fear, which 
has a base. 

Not only memories of the Emergency but evidence 
of non-democratic thinking and action by Mrs. Gandhi, 
Sanjay and their followers makes people afraid of 
expressing dissent and concerned about those who do. 
If my attack were on Morarji Desai, Chara.::; Singh or 
any other leader .in power, it would be considered 
routine verbal opposition, always legitimate in a 
democracy. The implications of the <;;ontrast are 
obvious. Whether or not Mrs. Gandhi and Sanjay 
improve life for the millions in India, it 1s almost 
universally believed that the normal human rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution are about to be 
subverted. 

Rumours are afloat about measures to control the 
media. These are actually publicised by newspapers 
and periodicals supporting Congress (I). Prospective 
changes in the Constitution are frequently hinted at, 
and voices in support are raised in a way that suggests 
stage-managed manoeuvres. (These voices will be 
attributed to the general public when the foul deed is 

., done, so that it may appear that the ruling party i~ 
only responding to a National demand) . As for the 

!udi5j:a~y, it is already in full retreat from the 
unpi: ~ou~ pressures of government policy. Arun 
Shoune m The Indian Express and A. G. Noorani in 
t?pinion are among many who have assembled and 
mterpreted the facts in this context. Janardhan Thakur 
in . :o/!id-day ~nd . other papers covers the Mafia-type 
politics that 1s w1dely recognised in India and abroad 
z,s among the realities of the situation. 
. There is. a Power behind the powers that' be, pull­
mg the stnngs and ~a?ipulating the puppets. It is 
t~at Power, not legitimate authority, people are 
fnghtened by today. Its deluded supporters will not 
acknowledge the truth about it till they are personally 
2.ffected. The editors and others who ask for abroga­
tiOn of democratic norms in the alleged interests of 
r~form or revolution will think differently when they 
~hem~elves become _victims of tyranny. WJ::.y do they 
1magme that they Will never be affected by the dra~ti: 
steps and repressive measures they champion today so 
complacently? 

To improve the living conditions of millions m 
India, more power is not needed than is available al­
ready to our rulers. What is needed is the will to use 
it pragmatically, to implement programme' on which 
there is a broad, national concensus, to show results 
without evasion and falsification. 
. We can get along without ideological self-justifica­

tion and propaganda. We can't without specific 
improvements in the lives of those who m:,ed them 
most urgently. A Government that "works" is nort the 
one seeking to undermine the democratic orocess hy 
which it was set up. It can and must keep is promises 
by sfrengthening that process which also means 
strengthening the Indian peopk as a whole. · 

A weak peop~e and a strong Government add up 
to disaster and misery for millions. This has been 
proved by all the dictatorships of the twentieth 
century: in Russia and Eastern Europe, in the Middle 
East, and in South-East Asia, in South America and 
China and Africa. No comparable sufferings can be 
traced to the democratic nations, whatever their other 
faults and weaknesses. 

Poverty is India's central problem. To solve it (or 
pretend to) by enslaving the impoverished, along with 
all other segments of the population, is to replace one 
great evil by another. It may be worse. For the over­
whelming majority, poverty will not be abolished or 
even diminished, while slavery for the majority as for 
the rest becomes a way of life. This is the possibility 
that calls for Resistance. 



SOVIET WORLD IN

THE MAKING

THE topic I have chosen is decidedly unpleasant and
possibly dangerous for a Foreign Minister to discuss
publicly.

I have nevertheless decided to take the risk because
I think the question is one which will most certainly
debide the shape and character of the world of the 21st
century---only 2O years away.

And the question is this: Will the 2lst century see

the end of the non-Communist, largely capitalist,
rvorld order and its supersession by a new Communist
World Order?

In the non-Communist world a question such as this
has for long been considered both unfashionable and
reactionary. It is the language of antiquated Cold War
mischief makers. The progressive view, authorised
largely by the Soviets, was implicit faith in detente and
peaceful co-existence between different social systern
-cn 

the basis of mutual respect and non-interference in
one another's internal affairs. I believe I have got tihe

catechism right-more or less.

This is the catechism but the reality is something
else altogether. Let us consider what detente and
peaceful co-existence has achieved for ttre Communist
world under Soviet leadership and for the non{om-
munist world under the leadenhip of no'oody in
particular.

First, the Soviet balance sheet. Before World W:ir
II, there was only one, somewhat precarious' Com-
munist state in the worlLthe Soviet Union. It wap

not even a power, let alone a suPer-power. That was
the time when Russian plumbing and the chronic in-
ability of Communist mujiks to establish any kind of
raptrtort with even the simplest of machines were
o&isions for complacent hilarity among capitalist
powers then lording it over vast empires.

Socialism in one countr!, as Stalin said it would be,
lulled the Western world into complacency. The Wes-
tern world predicted that Socialism in one country
would soonir or later collapse and Russia would
return to the capitatist fold. The post-war boom
reinforced the belief that capitalism was indestructible.

Today, some 6O years later, we laugh less about
Russian tapacity to establish a working relatronship
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rvith complex and intricate machinery-especially the
machinery of war. Maybe their plumbiug is still not up
to scratch and may be their watches are like grandfather
clocks compared to the sleek smooth products of the
capitalist world.

It is possible ttrat the Soviets have lost out on
1>lumbing and watches but they hav-e been steadily
rvinniirg a more important war through skilful use of
detente and peaceful-coexistence. Please go back to
your atlas and contemplate it. Here it is the Russians
rvho have every reason for hilarity. It more than com-
pensates for having lost out on plumbing and watches.

As they gaze at the atlas they know that the Soviet
century is taking shape beautifully and what is even
more encouraging, largely unnoticed by the non€om-
munist world. Today the Communist world stretc.hes
from the Berlin Wall, across Soviet Asia, down East
Asia and South East to terminate, for the time being,
along Thailand's borders. Except for China and
Nortlh Korea all the other states acknowledge the
undisputed and indisputable leadership of the expand-
ing Cbmmunist world the Soviet Union is erecting over
our heads.

Add to this massive Communist Euro-Asian bloc,
Soviet outposts in Nicaragua, Cuba, Angola, Mozam-
bique, Grinada, Ethiopia, South Yemen and even a

few islands north of JaPan.

And how has the non-Communist world fared under
detente and peaceful co-existence. As the Soviet Pgwer
and influend has grown so has that of the non'Com-
munist powers ceielessly shrunk'-Not only have the

vast Western Empires disappeared but a number of
their former depeidencies h-ave entered or are serious-

iV 
"ontia"ting 

'entering the emerging Sovret world
drder. Underihe euphdria of detenfe and peaceful.co-

cxistence the non{bmmunist powers have ot tlter
o*n uotition clipped their claws and extracted their
t"oLrr to convrnce the appreciative Soviets that they

are peace-loving lions.

The consequence is that tb€ military and stategtc

superiority thit the non-Commuirist powers had eve'l

as^ late ai 1965 has now been largely lost to the
Soviets. Today the Soviets have established conven-
tional military superiority in Europe ant global stra-
tegic parity 

-*ittt^ttt" 
tiniteA States. In fact Soviet



military capacity is somcrvhat greater than the abovc
comparison suggests.

Most of the 2l countries currently within the Soviet
orbit are not areas of peaceful socialist construction
but of intensive militarisation. The moment a country
becomes a Soviet ally, for_qing of ploughshares into
swords is the major preoccupation. Loyal Cuba exports
soldiers to Africa and elsewhere to spread revolu-
tionary wars so much so that C\ban cigars may one
day have to be manufactured in Japan.

Less than three years after the end of three decades
of anti-imperialist wars, the peoples of Vietnam are
once again waging war against a former comrade in
arms. ft is estimated that there are nearly a million
Vietnamese under arms today-more thal when the
Vietnamese were fighting the Americans. Everyone
knows that it is Soviet rather than Vietnamese eco-
nomy which is fuelling Vietnamese fighting spirit. Were
the Soviets to turn off aid for a week the Vietnamese
military machine will come to a grinding halt.

Nevertheless the fact remains that the non-Com-
munist world is unable to make any credible response
to Soviet military moves in either Kampubhea or
Afghanistan. True, the overwhelming majority of U. N.
rnembers have censured Communist armed interven-
tion in Kampuchea and Afghanistan. But this has not
deterred the Soviets and their friends from persisting
in and intensifying their armed intervention.

So the question the non-Communists should serious-
ly ponder over, in the light of the balance-sheet I have

made, is this: How is it that detente and peaccful co_
existence have resulted in the Soviet woild growing
l:igger and stronger while the non Communisi world'
has by that much grown smaller and weaker? Unless
rve take a second look at detente and peaceful co.
existence, I have not the slightest doubi ,that these
eclnrirablc ccnccpts ri'ill continuc to work to thc acl-
vantage of the Soviet Union and if it persists over the
eighties then the 21st century must be a Soviet century.

Look at the atlas again and you will realise that
this is no Cold War alarmism. As of today industrial
Western Europe is geopolitically no moie than an
appendage of a Soviet Euro-Asia. At the other end is
industrial Japan-also an appendage. If over the
next decade or so West, South and South-East Asia
could be brought within the Soviet orbit, as they well
might be, then the Soviets will have no serious problem
getting the two tails of Soviet Euro-Asia to wag the
right way.

The Africa and the two Americas, deprived of the
industrial powerhouses of Western Europe and Japan,
would have no choice but to adjust to the reality of a
Soviet century.

Am I indulging in political melodrama in saying this?
What authority have I for saying that Soviet ambi-
tion is the establishment of a Communist World
Order under thcir leadership?

I have as my authority the real expefts on Soviet
policy-the men who shape and implement Soviet

iolicy. These are the Soviet leaders themselves and
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their ideologies. Read the recent-and not so recent-
speeches of Soviet leaders.

This year Pravda, New Times, Isvestia and other
Communist journals have openly declared that world
capitalisrn, as Marx predicted, has reached its final
stages of decline and that now is thc time to launch
the prophesised world socialist revolution headed by
the Soviet Union. f doCumented these and other state-
ments by world Communist leaders in speeches I made
recently. For example an article in the New Tines of
January this year expanded Mr. Brezhnev's doctrine
asserting that it was the "international duty" of all
Communists to provide moral, political and military
assistance not only to threatened members of the

$viet socialist bloc, which was the original Brezhnev
doctrine, but now also to revolutionary regimes
everywhere.

Thereforethe question we should ask ourselvesis:
How was it possible for the Soviet Union on the basis
of detente and peaceful co-existence to tip the balance
of power in its favour in less than 15 years? If Soviet
power continues to grow at this rate there is no doubt
w,ho will emerge No. 1 within the next 20 years.

I attribute Soviet success to one and one thing only:
a superb foreign policy. It has style and class and if
the non-Communist powers have anything to learn this
is one area where the Soviets excel. It is the foreign
policy of a nation determined to be No. 1.

It has to do with the quality of the leadership which
formulates and implements foreign policy. It his to do
with building up a great and coherent vision of what
if is that a great power wants to achieve and how to
achieve it. It means total dedication by the leaders to
this great cause to whiqh they subordinate their perso-
nal interests and their little vanities and for the achieve-
ment of which they mobilise their people to make
temporary sacrifices and endure hardships.

If you want to be the No. 1 great power then you
must play the power game according t-o its rules. 

-

And the Soviets, it must be said to their credit and
honour, have played according to the rules. It is now
being alleged that Mr. Brezhnev has been deceitful anC
dishonourable about detente and peaceful co-existence.
He has been no more so than his adversaries. On the
evidence he has been less so than his adversaries.

Let me quote from a public statement made by
Mr. Brezhnev (and reiterated by his supporters since
then) in June 1972 when the principles of detente
were endorsed by all concerned. This is what he said:

"While pressing for the assertion of the principles
of co-existence, we realise that the success in this
important matter in no way signifies the possibility of
weakening the ideological struggle. On the contrary we
should be prepared for an intensification of the
ideological struggle and for it to assume an
increasingly more acute form of struggle betrveen the
two social systems."
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Where is the deception? He states quite categorically
that peaceful co-existence does not mean the abando
nrnent of the publicly reiterated historic mission of the
Soviet Union to bury capitalism.

'I'o give substance to his interpretation of detente
Mr Brczhnev soon after the signing of the principles
of detente and co-existence, launched largely through
proxies a succession of revolutionary wars-the Yom
Kippur war, the air-lifting of Cuban troops to light up
revclutionary wars in Africa, the war in Ethiopia, the
overthrow of the non-Communist Government of
President Daud in Afghanistan, revolutions in Nica-
ragua, Angola, Mozambique, the invasion of K?-plt-
chea and the invasion of North Yemen culminating in
direct intervention in Afgftransitan.

Despite this clear evidence of what the Soviets
neant by peaceful co-existence, the non-Communist
world asserted that the spirit of detente was growing
from strength to strength. Mr Brezhnev assumed that
his interpretation of detente was not being contested.

In my opinion if there was any deception it was
largely selfdeception The Soviets must have been
astonished by the sincere gullibility of the non-com-
munist powers, but according to the rules of the power
game the Soviets were under no obligation to cure
their adversaries of their delusions.

In short the Soviets became stronger because their
adversaries made themselves weaker, largely through
their own efforts.

Have the delusions about detente now been shatter-
ed? Frankly, I am not so sure. There are sips that the
non-Communist world is establishing some sort of
contact with reality after the Afghan shock. But in the
case of Kampuchea there appears to be a drifting back
to the old delusions. One of these is that the Viet-
namese can be weaned away from the Soviets despite
the fact that up to this month the Vietnamese leaders
have come out openly to say that Kampuchea and
Afghanistan are part of the strategic offensive, under
the leadership of the Soviet Union, to bring about a
rvorld communist order.

The immediate task is not to win over Vietnam but
the Soviet Union to the realisation that the non-Com-
munist powers are prepared to play detente and co-
existence the Brezhnev way. Ttre immediate task is for
the non{ommunist nations that they can offer as
decisive and credible a leadership as Mr Brezhnev
gives to his small but trusting bant of followers.

If not, these 140 will slowly drift away to the side
which they may not want to win but which looks like
the winning side. '' 

h,

If the foreign policy of the non{ornmunist powers
can match that of the Soviet Union in class, style and
coherence then even Mr Brezhnev would have peace
of mind. There is no more dangerous adversary in this
nuclear age than one who plays the power game with-
out regard to its rules and etiquette. Such an adversary
could inadvertently press the wrong button. *



MINORITY COLLEGES

Junc 1979 was a crucial y,ear for cducational iustitu_
tions in Maharashtra.

The Government brought out a circular, ordering
institutions to regularise admissions to Junior Collegei
solely on the basis of merit. The exceptions (and
there was the rub) were to cover 40/o of the seats
whi'ch fell in the "Reseryed" category-for scheduled
castes, tribes, backward classes, those talented in extra
curricular activities, and others chosen by the manage-
ment. The reservation for scheduled castes/tribes
and backward classes stung most, as more than 25 of
the 4O/o reserved seats were for them.

Subsequently, a petition was filed in the High Court
challe_nging the Government Order on the ground that
the petitioning institutions were "minority ;olleges."
The Court stayed the Government Order.

What followed was most painful. Virtuall-v- everv
college that had a non-Maharashtra and/or a non
Hindu management declared itself a "minority
college" overnight, claiming the right to admit whom-
soever they liked. The irony of the situation is that in
Bombay it is the Maharashtra community that may
legitimately be called a minority. Tragically, the
ultimate sanction of this absurdity of legalising
"recommendation admissions" was granted by the
Constitution of India (Section 31) which gurranteed
linguistic or religious minority educational institu-
tions the right to manage themselves the way they
liked. No better imntunity could be so desirable and
devastating at the same time.

All this brings to mind a few basic questions.

Is it fair to have pockets of privileges on the basis
of birth and genealogy rather than on merit? The
question is relevant to both the backward classes of
Cne kind or other and to the linguistic or religious
minorities.

What is the meaning of the word "minority"? Does
a native outside his native land become a "minority-
member"? And rvhat about a place like Bombay where
the "majority community" has itself become 3

minority? Not more than 3O/r of Bombay's popula'
tion is Maharashtrian, with the remaining comprising
"minority communities."

The conclusion is that by repeatedly defining eaclt

rvord of the previous definition we have reached a

stage where the end meaning has distorted the original
intEnt. That is what our law has become. The danger

is that unless there is iudicious caution on the part of
those in power, the aliernative remedy will ultimately
be fear: itot ott the part of majority communities that

they may be deprived of what is legitimately their's.
Assam has proved that this feai is not a mere

speck on the horizon any more. If we cannot celebrate
and cherish equality as equa:ls then we shail soon be
left with fragmented equalities, with minoities morc
equal than majorities. The respo.nse to that will be
ntanifested in sons-of-the-soil theories, with prospects
of mass resistance movements and violence.

A MAHARASHTRIAN

wlgEg-!t
LESSONS FROM SOUTH

KOREA

The recent events in South Korea, where almost 200
people were killed in four days of riots, have a moral
for us. In 1960, following similar disturbances, South
Korean strongman Syngman Rhee was toppled and
soon afterwards, General Park Chung Hee took over
as the new leader. Under Park's leadership, South
Korea progressed economically at a phenomenal rate,
comparable to Japan and Taiwan. Today, the nation's
GNP per capita is an astounding Rs 15,000, lifting it,
rvithin less than two decades, from a backward, large-
ly rural country, to one of the developed nations of
the world.

Most observers agree that, unlike similar authoritarian
leaders in Asia, Park was personally honest, though it
now appears that many of his associates were not. Yet
this 63n, who selflessly strove so hard and so succes-
sfully to better the lot of his countrymen, was assasinat-
ed eight months ago. The event was followed, first by
political liberalisation, and then, when ihe srmy got
scared at the student upsurge, by a brutal crackdown.

What went wrong and what are the lessons that we
in India can learn from these events?

Firstly, that however attractive strong-man, autho-
ritarian rule uray appear in pushing a country forward,
it usually exerts a terrible, often unacceptable price.
The common argument, voiced even by well-meaning
liberals, is that demccracy is too "slow" and :nefficient
for a backward country like India and that a dose of
the "danda" is ofte n required-and to lrell with
traditional denrocratic freedor.us.

The trouble, horvcver, is thnt dictators have a

habit of very quickly thinking of thetuselves as

indispensable saviours of their respective nations, and
of treating those who dare think otherwise with
greater and greater severity. Promises of "restoring
democracy" at some unspecified future date are, of
course, invariably made and just as invariably broken.
Whether it is Pakistan's General Zia, Burma's General
Chun-it's the same old story.



But when the lid is kept too long and too fir.mly on
a bottle, in which unfulfilled hopei are fermenting, it
explodes as it did in South Korea and, in a somerihat
different sense, in Bangladesh when Sheikh Mujib was
assassinated after his assumption of near-diciatoriai
powers. Apart from the legacy of violence that such
an explosion leaves behind-which is terribly difficult
to shake off-it often destroys whatever progress the
country may have made under dictatorial rule.
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ASTROLOGY ANI)
RATIONATISM
Or behalf of the Bombay Rationalist Association, anafrliate of the Indian Itationalist erro"iutioo, S"ui_
chardharak Mandal, and others .rrgugiA in tde ngtrtug*l1t 

,sup.ersrition, we are address'in! if,ii to you.
rhanks to, the g.reat progress mad6 in the freld of

astronomy, tlere is today. a great deal of knowledge
and understanding about-the iolar system, tlre ptane-ti
and the stars. From this it is quite clear thlat the
move-ments of the planets can have no influence on
th.e day-today lives of human beings and their acti_
utles. A statement on astrolog5l signed by several
scientists, including Nobel prizJwinriers, fofows.

It is obvious that the very foundation of astrology,
namely the connection between the movements of ilie
planets and the destinies of human beings, is so shaky'as to be non-existent. There is never a;y consistency
between the forebasts of any two astrol6gers. Not 'a

single astrologer has dared 
-publish 

statislics on the
correctness or otherwise of his predictions. This proves
the total unreliability of astrology.

No gurdance is possible from astrology for the
condu.ct of day+o-day affairs. People hai,ing blind
faith in astrolggy look to life with unjustified e:xpecta-
tions and tend to lose faith in their irwn abilitiris. As
a r-esult they becomo incapable of viewing both past
agp fulurg.even-ts -p.roperly. They also becbme iniap-
able of taking decisions on important mattters on tie
basis of realistic anl rational thinking.

Moreover, due to the persuasive style of some
fortune-tellers and astrologers, blind faith is strengthen-
ed to the detriment of one's reasoning capacity. This,
in our opinion, is the greatest disservice rendered by
astrology to the development of critical intelligence,
scientific temper and self-raliance so necessary 

-for 
a

democratic society.
The correctness of astrological forecasts is balanced

on the thin line of a fifty-fifty chance. A man oppress-
ed by cares accepts wlhat comes true: and blaming
the rest on his bad lubk becomes a fatalist. It is
impossible to find a single person who has thc
experience of consistently correct forecasts.

In India, thirty-eight babies are born every minute.
It is common knowledge that these thirty-eight persons
lead different lives in different directions and fields.
But according to astrologers, there is the some future
in store for all these persons. Or take the case of the
readers of a paper who are living in a thousand dif-
ferent places. The future of these thousand persons
is given by forecasters in a single sentence or a few
lines which must necessarily be vague. If a forecast
on ohe item in respect of one person turus out to be
true, it must indeed be sheer coincidence.

It is highly doubtful if anyone purchases a paper
only for the purpose of reading about his or her
future. On the other hand, publication of such use-
Iess, unscientific and deceptive forecasts consumes a
lot of valuable space which can be utilized for better
purposes. If you delete the item of astrological fore-

casts it is not likely to affect the circulation or
readership of any paper.

9tly those natrons which promote a scientific
attitude arn_glg the people 6e'come strong and
prosperous. When men turn to the stars and -planets

for guidance, they are bound to lose corrfide^nce in
themselves and become fatalistic.

Newspapers are powerful weapons and nrust be
used for building a new and rational social order in
our country. This cannot be done by people steeped
in blind faith and superstition. We, therefore, request
all papers to stop publishing astrological forecasts
and help promote a scientific attitude among the
people as is enshrined in the constitution of India.

A. Solomon, President, Bombay Rationalist Associa-
tion, Unit No. 26, Municipal Industrial Estate,
Keshavrao Khadye Marg, Jacob Circle, Bombay-
400 01 l.
M. K. Samant, President, Suvichardharak Mandal.

Objections to
Astrology
A
Leadin$ Scientists _

Statement bY L92

Scientists in a variety of fields have become concern-
ed about the increased acceptance of astrology in many
parts of the world. We, the undersigned-astronomers,
istrophysicists, and scientists in other fields-wish to
cauti6n-the public against the unquestioning acceptance
oi trt" freldictions- and advice- grvel. piivatel.y and

oubliclv bv astrotogers. Those who wish to believe tn

Irtioroiv-"troutd ieatize that there is no scientific

foundation for its tenets.-- 
fn attcient times people believed in the predictions

unJ uOui"" of astroiogers because astrologv was part

and parcel of their ;Al;i;;;iJ ;i;*' firev tooted

""""'".iJiJ oui""tt ai abodes or omens of the gods

ohd thut intimaieiy connected with events here on

earth; they had no concept of the vast distances from
the earth to the planets and stars. Now that these

distances can and have been calculated, we can see

how infinitesimally small are the gravitational and other
effects produ'ced 

-by 
the distant planets and the far

more distant stars. It is simply a mistake to imagine
that forces exerted by stars and planets at the moment
of birth can in atty iuay shape our futures' Neither is

it ti". 
- 
ttrai ttre positi,5n of distant heavenly b-odies

makes certain diys or periods more favourable to
otiti"utut kinds of"action,^or that the sign ur'der which
bo" was born determines one's compatibility or
incompatibility with other people.

Wtry do pi:ople believe in astrology?- In these un-
certai; timel, many long for the- comfort of having
g'uidance in inaking declsions. They would like to

Eelieve in a destiny predetermined by astral forces
beyond their controi. i{owever, we ffIust all face the

r^,ddd, and we must realize that our futures lie in our-
selves and not in the stars.



Bart J. Bok, Emeritus
Professor of Astronomy
University of Arizona
Paul Kurtz
Professor of Philosophy
SUNY at Buffalo

Lawrence E. Jerome
Science Writer

Santa Clara, California

9ry would im.agi1e, i.n this day of widespreact
cnllghtenment and education, that it would be un_
necessary to debunk beliefs based on magic and
superstition.. Yet, acceptance of astrology fervadesmoggrn society..pe. ai-q especially distuibecrl Uy ttre
contrnued uncritical dissemination of astrolbgical
charts, forecasts, and horoscopes by the media und by
otherwisc reputable newspapers, niagazincs and book
publishers. This can only-contribute ro the growth of
irrationalism and obscuiantism. We believe- that the
time has come to challenge directly and forcefully the
pretentious claims of astrological iharlatans.It should be apparent that those inclividuals who
continue to have faith in astrology do so in spite of
the fact that there is no verified scientific ba-sis for
their beliefs, and indeed that there is strong evidence
to the contraxy.

Modern Health Systems
B ypass 80 per cent of pool
in D eveloping Gountries

#l'*",f;"tr:*rH1;"rT",o;;!';:h".",i;!li,j'o#
3*1"f;., a,,,j1lge propo5tio-n. of rhe appioximaiely
ll:iy" -luron.spent on health by developing countrieseacn year goes to modern systemi beyond tlG reach oi80 per cent.of the poor.

,_ T$. is reported in a World Bank policy paper on
health, published on 2L March. It -annouirc6s 

the
Bank's decisjon_ to provide, for the first time, direci
finance for health projects.

This will be in addition to the support the Bank will
continue to give to health activities'is part of projects
for other pur_poses, like rural and urbair developnient,
sewerage and water supply.

The World Bank reports that in the very poorest
areas of low income countries, half of a[ childien die
dyril,e their firsr year, while in much of Africa, halfof all deaths o'ccur among children under five;'some
1,800 million people in thl world suffered from some
t'orm of intestinal-parasitic disease in the early 1970s;
and successful malaria control suffered a setbatk in the
middle of the decade with increases in the incidence
of the diseases in large areas in Asia.

Illness disrupts normal activities for roughly one
tenth _of peopl6's time in most developing iountries,
s-?ys the World Bank publication. "Recurrent illnesses
dnrupt economic activity, often at critical times, such
qs- +e p-lanting and harvesting'seasons. . .Chronic and
debilitating diseases impair feople,s ability to con_
centrate, students' ability to - learn an-d adults,
productivity."

. The r-epo11 commexts: "Despite the large expendi-
ture on health, and the technical feasability of dealing
with many of the most common healtli problemsl
gffoltr to_ improve health have had modest impact on
tlie health of rhe vast majority of the popuiition in
most developing countries. Health acitivities havo
typically orrer-emphasized sophisticated, hospital-based
care, while neglecting preventive public h-ealth pro-
grammes and simple primary care provided at con-
venienfly located facilities.

"Even where heatth facilities have been geogra-
phically and economically accessible to the poor,
deficiencies in logistics, inadequate .training-oJ gtaff,-
poor supervision, inappropriate servjces, and lack of
social acceptability have often compromised the quality
of the care they offer and limited tleir usefulness."

-The report adds that one of the reasons for the
neglect of preventive medicine is "the fact that public
policy is formed by urban elites who often have al-
ready achieved adequate nutrition and sanitation."

New Delhi: U. N. Weekly Newsletter, April 11, 1980

Signers

NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS
Hans A. Bethe, Professor Emeritus of Physics, Cornell.
Sir Francis Crick, Medical Research Council, Cam-
bridge, England.

Sir John Eccles, Dstinguished Professor of Physiology
and Biophysics, SUNY at Buffalo.

Gerhard Herzberg, Dstinguished Reseat'ch Scientist,
National Research Council of Canada.

Wa-ssily Leontief, Professor of Economics, Harvard
University.

Konrad I-arenz, Professor, Austrian Academy of
Sciences.

Andre M. Lwoff, Honorary Professor, Institute pasteur,
Paris.

Sir Peter Medawar, Medibal Research Council,
Middlesex, England.

Jacques Monod, Institute Pasteur, Paris.

Robert S. Mulliken, Distinguished Professor of Che-
mistry, University of Chicago.

Liryrs C. Pauling, Professor of Chemistry, Stanford
University.

Edward M. Purcell, Gerhard Gade Professor, Harvard
University.
Paul A. Samuelson, Professor of Economics, MIT.
Julin Schwinger, Professor of Physics, University of
California, Los Angeles.

Glenn T. Seaborg, University Professor, University of
California, Berkeley.
J. Tinbergen, Professor Emeritus, Rotterdam, The
Nettherlands University.

Qeorge IMald, Professor of Biology, HarvarC Univer-
sity, and more than 15O other sci-entists.
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THE WORID OF BOOKS

DADDYJI by Ved Mehta. Published by Oxfor,l
University Press. Pp. 192. Rs 20

Ved Me'hta's book represents a "search for identity"
in a far more direct manner than those of most Indian
rvriters. He made his reputation at twenty-three with
a moving autobiography, and ever since his separate
self has been his favourite theme. His numerous books
on India are extensions of it.

This is not to imply a narcissistic self-concern.
Without Naipaul's overweening ego or his abrasive
pen, Ved sets out to explore his personql history, 

-as
he tells us, in a series of books, of which this biography
of his father is the first. Published abroad in 1972, it
is now distributed in India for the first time as a

moderately-priced paperback by OUP.

Daddyji is not a biography in the -conventional
mode, h'eavy with scholarship' in whrch a detailed
chronology 6f an individual 

- life is set against 
- 
the

"backgroiind" of his times. It is fragmentary, based on
the o6rsonal recollections of a number of witnesses,
with^inevitable gaps between one episode and the next'
fnu ota"r Meiti's life is presenled in a series of
vignettes 

-"\,/ill4g9", 
"Cityt', "College", etc'-which

tebretent a kind df Puniabits Progress from simplicity
to sophistication, from 

-poverty to afluence, from a

ri-otl Indian 
'village - to Britistr and American

Universities.

Yet Ved's father is no stereotnle. He emerges as 3
remarkable man who combines the sturdy commonsence
ri-me F"tiaUi pei$ant with a high sense of principle,
uod_- u dy'namiim which t"j."!i -s-uperstitition 

and

defeatism.- In the trauma of Ved's blindness, he never
gives way to bitterness or despair but recollects his

Iavourite-line of poetry, "I am the master of my fate"'

The man's sense of fairness is such as to stretch the

bounds of credibility. Marrying without demanding
d"*.v he asks onlv that fris UriaE be fluent in English,
and ;lusicaMn the event she turns out to be neither'
Innocent of even elementary schooling, her first

"ii"-pi 
ut--usicmaking is a iarce: she is discovered

to be tone-deaf!
' 'Io
Recriminations at the very least would seem to be

in order, but not for Daddyji. A little sentimentality
and he could have become that artistic abomination-
a *ontt.t of virtue. It is Ved's impeccable taste, his

sheer sophistication that is the saving grace'

Ved tells the story straight, with more emphasis on

outtutiut than on piychology. There are no neurotic

conflicts here, no inner probings. Portraiture is external,
the protagonist's qualities being revealed in relation to
events or to other people. One feels sometimes the
total absence of any attempt at analysis, but condones
it on the ground that there is not enough distance
between father and son for the development of the
required perspective.

In another sense too the omission is felicitous. For
the biography of recollection is very much a pnre of
mood in which nostalgia inheres, and analysis is itr
antithesis. Here, it is not the mindless nostalgia which
sees the past in a romantic haze. The Punjab of Ved's
forefather is both fertile and brutal, and the cluef
landmark of the ancestral village is an ancient banyan
tree where girls possessed by demons wcre strung up
by their feet and swung from side to side to the
accompaniment of drum-beats until the evil spirits
were exorcised. "Sometimes", the author concludes,
"the possessed girls died during the ordeal."

The past is recaptured not merely in episodes like
this but in the rhythms of the author's prose. It is
relaxed, quiet writing. Nothing is dramatised, and no
praise or blame is apportioned. In tltis sense, the writ-
ing is close to reportage' but it is reportage at its best.
W-hat constantly 

-astonlshes us in view of the author's
blindness is thb visual blarity of the images. Here is
Daddyji's boyhood.

"When he was not studying or playing hocley he
ran about the village with the other little boys, dashing
between the legs 6f horses, cows and buff-aloes. . .He
sat for hours-sometimes until twilight-watchi-ng the
village carpenter, cobbler, or oil presser at work' ancl

playing in'wood shavings or with leather- -scraps. - 
Ie

Itooa "Uy the forge of tfie village blacksmith, wog+gr-
ins how somethiris as hard andblack as iron could be

rnid" ro malleabli and glowing.

So his life ran, from season to Punjabi 5s{5sn-f16rn
winter to spring to summEr to the monsoon to autumn

to winter again."

There is no straining after effect' - Simplicity
.ot"-Uin.t with subtlety to- produce a book of great

charm, exactly right for a quiet monsoon el'enlng'

Just a word of carping criticism' One wishes the book

rvere longer!

ZERIN ANKLESARIA
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HOUSE OF SHIVAJI by Jadunath Sarkar. Orient
Longman. 1978. Rs.40

Books about Shivaji have an unending popularity in
Maharashtra, very mu0h like the hero. House o|
Shivaji, first published in 1940' is nrrw in the fourth
edition, though it is not largely about Shivaji himself.
It is more about his father, and his sons, and some
other contemporaries including his Poet Laureate. But
anything connected with Shivaji has still a strong
appeal in Maharashtra. Some months ago the State
celebrated with unique enthusiasm the three-hundreth
anniversary of his coronation.

Until a few decades ago there were many misconcep
tions about Shivaji, mainly that he was a mere
plunderer. Few, except in Maharashtra, were prepar-
id to see in him the qualities of an enlightened ruler'
the abilities of the founder of a dynasty, and statesman-
ship that raised him far above the most famous men
of iis age. Even Sir Jadunath suffered from some of
them in his earlY Years'

An objective irisio.ian that he was, the deeper Sir

Jadunath'studied Shivaji the clearer became his ap-

;;;i"ti;r .f his great qualities as a warrior, rule-r and

itut"r-un. He has-put down his conclusion as follows:
lih"i"tot., the hiitorian of Shivaji, at - .the end of

.*.t"i ,t"hy of utt the records about him in eight

ain.i."ir""!uug"t, is bound to admit that Shivaji w-as

IJ-;;i thE ttiur.lt of the Maratha nation' but the

nt"utltt'constructive genius of mediaeval India'"
" M;;;ifii" h"; fraid manv tributes to Shivaji but

it i. a pity that an authoritative biography still remains

to be written.

V. B. KARNIK

SubscriPtion Order Form

Io
FREEDOM FIRST

C/o. Democratic Research Service

127. Mahatma Gandhi Road'
BOMBAY 400 023'

Please send Freedom First to me for one year (twelve issues'

at the following address'

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PIN

This is a New/Renewal* subscription

I enclose payment of Rs. 10 in favour of Freedom First by

4 Cheque 4. Bank Draft * Postal Order

4 I have remitted by money order; receipt enclosed

For outstation cheques kindly add Rs. 2 for bank charges.

"Renewal intimation cards are posted to subscribers separately'

Date
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LET US REMEMBER RURAL POVERTY
ATTAR CHAND

India lives in villages. But villages continue to be
econontically poor, socially backward and largely
illiterate.

thirty+wo years after independence, India is about
100 years behind the developed countries in terms of
per capita insslns-a disparity which is fast increas-
ing with the increase in popuiation in the developing
countries without corresponding increase in net'pei
capita income.

A World Bank survey,report says that India, along
rvith Pakistan, Rangladesh, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thail
land, Nigeria, Uganda, fndonesia and Kenya, has
slipped to the position of a ,,fourth world,'. Tdese fast
impoverishing countries have an adverse annual income
ranglng between Rs. 100 and Rs. 160, which works
to less than Rs. 16 per month per capita.

. As against this, Britain and Australia give doles totheir jobless, which average between Rs] 2,160 and
Rs. 43,201 per month. The United States glves food
coupons to its poor bitizens.

Even after three decades of freedom, nearly 290
p{,loo people., constituting 46.33 per cenr of the
In{T_pgpulation,- were livi--ng below^ the poverty linein 1977.-78. A-majorill of the poor live in'ttre uillages.
According to tle statistics compiled h 1973-74, a#rut
!2,per cent of the rual population was found to be
below the -poverty line.- The percentage of poor
people_in villages has been increasing. There ii an
increasing trend towards landless agriculturists in
villages.

Nearly 2.8 million people in the countryside are
still bonded labourers. Hardly 1 per cent of 

-the 
huge

work force of 200 million people in villages aie
members of labour unions. Hence there is widespread
lack of minimum wage legislation.

Unemployment has been steadily increasing. Nearly
20-25 million people are unemployed or undelemploy-
ed. Most of these are in villages. Rural poverty is
increasing along with disparities. About two-thirds of
the rural population spent less than Rs. 22 per month
in 1960-61"ilfhe posiiion has hardly improved since.
The poorest ten per cent hardly own even one per
cent of total assets, while the richest ten per cent
account for 5O per cent of the assets.

The incidence of rural indebtedness has gone up to
around 4O per cent from about 32 per cent three
years ago. The poorest farmers have to mortgage no

less than four-fifths of their assets. Over 90 per cent
of the assets of agricultural labourers are mortgaged.

This is a sorry state of affairs. The need tor socio-
economic measures to improve the lot of the poor
rural pbople in order to end economic disparities'and
reduce social tensions cannot be overemfhasized. As
early as 1964 the Mahalanobis Committee on fncome
Distribution and Le.rels of Living had pointed out
that the fruits of development were being unequally
distributed: the rich were becoming richer and the
poor poorer.

The post-1964 period reveals that the position has
only changed for the worse. The number of people
living below the poverty line has gone up from 40 to
46 per cent. The number of registered unemploy.
ed has increased from 5 million in 1961 to l2.l
million in 1978. However, the total number of the
unemployed and under-employed is no less than 25
rnillion.

The plight of Dalit Panthers, landless labourerl
small farmers and the jobless in villages contains the
potentials of an explosive class-war. Unless the Gov-
ernment wakes up to its responsibilities towards the
rural poor, the rich-poor disparity could well endanger
social harmony and economic stability of the country.

In 1978' the integrated rural develoPment pro-
gramme was restructured and broad-based to achieve
ihe objebtives of growth couqled with -social 

justice.

It was io bring maiimum benefits to the "disadvantage-
ed sections" of the rural cornmunity and to ensure

full employment within a specified time-frame.

New programmes like desert development, rural
link roads and "Food for Work" were launched. It
was also envisaged to bring about progressive institu-
tionalisation of agricultural 'credit under a multi-
agency approach, so as to increase the quantum of
in-stituiio;il credit, and to improve the quality of
service by providing integrated credit structure at

the village level.

Not much progress has been made rrndcr these

schemes.

It is apparent that the removal of unemployment
and reduction of rural poverty have merely remained
pious objectives of t}te Government under the normal
plan Schemes. Some time back, the Union Agriculture
Ministry had also drawn up a comprehensive pro'
gramme of Integrated Rural Development (IRD), to
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:$egt a- maj_or dent in rhese twin problems in 3,500
blocks by 1982-83.

It was also decided that while special programmes
9f SFDA, DPAP and CAD which iover iUo-ut S,O0O
blocks out of 5004 blocks in the country should be
continued, thc developnrcnt cfforts initiaied h!therto
under these_programmes should be intensified by an
additional allocation of Rs. 5 lakhs per block under
the Integrated Rural Development Pian in 2000 out
of 3000 blocks.

Further, starting from 1978-79, 300 blocks not
covered by any of the three special programmes will
be _selected every year for the IRD programmes. By
1982-83, a total number of 3,500 blocks will b-e
covered by Integrated Rural Development Programmes.

An important feature of the new IRD programme
Is that various production-oriented schemes in minor
irrigation, agriculture and animal husbandry, etc., will
be taken up. Further, the individual scherrres to be
taken up will be combined into the overall area plan,
so that the schemes undertaken not only assist the
individual but add to the gowth potential of the area
concerned, thereby generating a self-sustaining pro-
cess of growth.

The crucial role of rural industries and rural
artisans' programmes in solving the problem of un-
employment is obvious. The Disirict Industries
Centres, which are expected to progressively cover
the whole country, will have to take specific steps for
promoting rural industries and artisans' programmes
hy improving their quality of production, increasing
productivity, reducing costs and building an adequate
marketing network.

The District Industries Centres could open new
avenues of employment in subsidiary occupations,
small industries, trade and service activities, etc., by
identifying and assisting entrepreneurs to set up small
industries and market their products.

Considering the dependence of the Indian economy
on small agricultural holdings, to achieve a satisfactory
rate of growth and to reduce the incidence of poverty'
the main thrust of the Government measures will have

to be directed towards amelioration of the lot of
marsinal farmers and the landless, constituting 56 per

cent-of rural households in India'

This is a gigantic task and the success of the new

Couetn*""t "ii tfris crucial field wilt depend on the

d"g; of priority, sincerity and resource transfer it
achieves. f

You have

India's largest hire-purchase company,
Sundaram Finance has over 5,000 satisfied
customers. Many of them have bee;r
customers of this company for more than
l0 years.

Sundaram Finance inspires trust because it
does more than provide finance. It continues
its service throughout the period of
contract.

PeoPle

over 5,000
reasons to trust

SUND AR A M FIN AN CE

to trust in h i re-p u rchase
Sundaram Finance Limited

tt has simplified administrative procedure-s
for quickei availability of finance. It off-ers

extsrided repayment periods and reasonable
finance charges for the benefit of customers.

These are some of the ways through which
th" 

"ornpu.ty 
contributes io the grovth of

the road transPort industry.
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BOOKS OF

TITLE

LASTING INTEREST
At Reduced Rates

TEN YEARS OF QITEST edited by Abu
Sayeed Ayyub & Amlan Datta tg66,Pp. qo7
(hard cover)

WITH FEAR OR FAVOUR by Frank Moraes,
Edited by R. C. Cooper with a Foreword by
N. A. Palkhivala,!966, Pp. r55 (hard cover)

GOKHALE AND MODERN INDIA edited by
A. B. Shah and S. P. Aiyar, 1966, Pp. 95
(paper cover).

CHINA- THREE FACETS OF A GIAI{T by
Henry G. Schwarz, t966, Pp. ro8 (hard. cover)

ORIGINAL PRICE

8.5o

OFFER POSTAGE TOTAL

Rs. Rs. Rs.

rcl- 4.zs
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6.5o 3.25 r.45 4,7o

4.25 r.75 5.7o

Write to : The Adult Education lnstitute, 133, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Sassoon Building, lst
Floor, Bombay- 400023. Please add Rs. 1.50 P. for outstation cheques.

nfiymtlnb8 suitings

A GUIDE TO THE WELL.DRESSED
MALE

The Raymond Woollen Mills Ltd,

J. K. Building, N. Morarjee Marg,

Ballard Estate, Bombay-400 038.

Dot Xrlc crcluslve ...rnrn3.lcrl

.* - fb rr.Ear- C-dcog-t It

M
ACE

t3



INVESTIGATIONS€

THE MUI{ICIPATIIIES-2

ALOO DALAL

The. -Municipal Corporation of Greater Bombay
provides fairly wide-ranging civic services for a
population of 75,91,0O0 according to the mid-year
estimate of. 1977-78. The Corporation has an annual
budget which is much larger in size than that of many
state governments. It spends 34% of its budgetary
allocations on mbdical relief and public health, for
which er special health budget has been drawn since
1974. In contrast, the central government has actually
been cutting down its expenditure on education and
health. The Corporation manages three large teaching
hospitals and a host of smaller hospitals, dispensaries
and nursing homes, where patients are not charged
any fees whatsover. Government hospitals do charge
according to the patients' ability to pay. Among muni-
cipal governments the Bombay Corporation thas been a
pioneer in adopting new techniques of financing
and budgeting, like performance budgeting, which
tries to correlate the physical and financial aspects of
every programma project and activity.

Primary education has been the Corporation's special
responsibility since 1907, and in 1977-78, 6l lakh
students were covered by the municipal primary
schools. Se'condary education has been undertaken
since 1966 and covers a student population of 67,500.
Altogether, the Corlnration runs ll02 municipal
schools anl 54 primary classes in Greater Bombay.

Although it has been criticised for paying too little
attention to preventive hedth care, the Corporation
annually spends Rs. 1,24,36,068 on maternity and
child health and Rs. 3,44,58,844 on immunisation
programmes for the control of infectious diseases. The
Corporation's School Health clinics, dating back to
the nineteen thirues, examine a total of l,'73,339
primary and 26,964 secondary school children every
year. The scheme has been help'fulin detecting physical
defects at an early stage. The Corporation also conducts
nutrition and feeding programmes for municipal
school children.

The fire-brigade, markets, gardens' parks, the zoo,
all lie within the Corporation's range of activities. In
the much-maligned B.E.S.T., the Bombay Corporation
provides one of the largest bus services in the world,
transporting twice the number of passengers as the
London Transport Authority with only half the fleet
of buses.

Despite the provisiqn of all these varied services by
the Corporation, there are several factors which
ali"-nate ihe citizens from the city government. Many
residents of Bombay, for instance, lack a basic sense

14

of loyalty to the city, simply because they have not
ttved here long enough. They are migrants and look
upon the city as nothing mor-e than a -source of liveli-
hood. Besides,. the- gendral poverty of the people, the
slums, the lack of even th-e mosi basic ainen^iti6s oflifg for I large, section of the population, are not
calculated to enhance civic consiio'usness. Adminis-
trative.fragmentation, indifference, inefficien-y and
c.gggption play their own part in ihe frustrati6n and
disillusionment of the citiz6n. Citizens' needs are not
always complicated or expensive. Often citizens can
be won over by a new bus-route or a good road or
better distribution of water-supply. For ftis, however,
the local administration has goi io be servi6e-oriented
and not lose its bearings in t-he jungle of bureaucratic
rigidity and red-tapism.

- The remedy for overcoming the estrangement
between the city administration and the citizEn lies
in . maintaining better public relations, systematic
training in local self-government and creation of
organizations which keep track of civic affairs as well
as act as links between the people and the government.
True, the Bombay Corporaiion has a PubFc Relations
qepartment and publishes a monthly civic journal. But
these activities have become routinised ani have little
value in creating or stimulating civic consciousness.
Even. press-criticism of municipal schools or hospitals
remains unanswered or is answered so late that it
ceases to be relevant.

Such sporadic efforts cannot achieve much. What is
needed is a sustained and continuous attempt to
educate and interest the publib in the problerra and
possibilities of local self-government. Time and again,
experience has shown that where there is too wide a
gulf between the civic government and the citizen, and
the public is not helped to understand the problems and
affairs of government, it wiil mistrust and misunder-
stand the government, even a government of top-
ranking experts. The experts, in turn, become isolated
from public opinion and acquire a kind of contemp't
and indifferenbe towards it. Citizens come to be treat-
ed more as inert objects than living, participating
individuals. For instance, we are always told the
amounts we have to pay as tzu(es and bills, but never
explained how these have been arrived at. Develop-
mental plans for the city hardly involve public parti-
cipation. No public debates are held and the plan is
rarely based on what the people want. Our investment
in planning and development is often a conspicuous
failirre beEause of lact of communication with the ,

people.

In many Western cities conscious efiorts are being
made to 

-establish living contact between the civic
government and the people' There are organizattons
ivhich train people for public service, while others
take up syst6ma^tic studi6s of the city, offering con-
structive suggestios. Then there are orgartizations which
try to bring experts and city offi'cials together- _to
discuss municipal problems and exchange ideas' Not
the least important are those organizations which
supply information about municipaf activitls5-'ssrn-
munity ssrtflgg'-ss they are known. These, in fact,



+PI..:l"..clldyst .in. rnoulding the civic mentality.,.{ogugn therr varied a'ctivities, like night schooli,clinics, arts, dramatics, o, so"ial 
-*oriii 

ilr.u brinscitizens together on a common ptaffo.-.'3r"h";fi
org.ani?ation can become a. powertul lobb)-i;; th;
citizen's good, influencing.civic policy a"O"exercising
vigilance over the councillors atia tne Commissionerl
The gre.?test danger for such an organization would
De to lall prey [o vested interests like political parties.

In the era of mass commu-nications, it is surprising
how little the Coryloration has done to feature tel6visiofi
o,r .rq{io prograrnmes depicting tlre various municipal
abtivities-schools, hospitals, - school health clinics,
family .plaming programmes, the B.E.S.'[. services,
etc.-.If imagirlatively handled,'the mass communication
media can leld spectaculax results by way of civic
consciousness, reaching down even t<i those who are
illiterate.

It is high time the citizens and the Corporation
made common cause. The storm signds on the horizon
are only too clearly visible. On March 21st, for the
0rst time in its history, the Delhi Metropolitan Council
'ras dissolved by a Presidential order- based on the
Igports of the Lt. Governor of Delhi, Mr. Jagmohan of
'Emergency excesses' fame. It was a conipicuously
pglig"4 move. Then, on April llth, the Delli Muni-
cipal Corporat_ion was suqeiseded for one I,ear, aga.inpl qr order of the Central government. It .ivas 'ailjged
by th9 government that both civic bodies were gu"ilty
9f ggriog inefficiency 3!d comrption. However, a"s thL
Itrdi4n Express editorial of. 24fri March point'ed out,
w-hatever qhgrtcogungs the Delhi Adminislratioo nuA,
other administrations have also been zuiltv of, inclul_
ing the Central Government. The tnrt]h of the matter
is that both the Delhi Metropolitan Council and the

Deihi Municipal Corporation had an overwhelmins
Janata maJonty, and they fell victim to that mosiunoemocratlc urge of the Central government forconlormtty at, all levels---central, state,-and local. Thiiautocratic attitude has already played havoc with stategovernments and has gravely undermined the federalstructure of our constitution.

. If journalistic sources are to be believed, it appears
that the Bombay Municipal Co4>oration is next on the
Uentral -government's list of municipal bodies to be
sup-erseded. The citizens of Borybay nied to be vigilant
and raise their voices against this ihreateneA supEises_
sion.. True,, the civic alministration has many^short-
comingq which need to be overcome. Chang6 too i,
essential in the interests of a decongested, folution-flee, well-planled city. At the same dme, ih6 city has
many plus points and rnany institutions which are
worth preserving. Amongst these, the pride of p,lace
rvolld go to our tolerantl o1rn, cosmofrfitan cultural
milieu, and our hundred-year-old civic government
based on the representativb principle.

If the city of Bombay were to make a determined
stand against this unprecedented supersession of the
City Corporation, its repeicussions will be heard and
felt, far and wide. If, in the past, the Bombay Act of
1888 was a model for other city governments to follow,
citizen action now, on behalf of the Corporation, may
strike a powerful blow in favour of local selt-govern-
ment, thus stemming the current tide of over-centralisa-
tion, and adding yet another first to the proud record
of this 'urbs prima' of India. (Concluded)

Notes
4. Administration Report of the Municipal Comis-
sioner for Greater Bombay, 1977-78
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