SR ) |

Founder: M. R. MASANI

Editor : NISSIM EZEKIEL
7\
7V
JULY 1980 Price: Re 1

AFTER THE ELECTIONS

NISSIM EZEKIEL

It is not so much the performance of the ruling pariy
as its mode of functioning that matters today. The
performance is unlikely in any case to match expecta-
tions. Those who expect prices to be controlled, roads
and houses to be built, transport and other services
to be improved, etc., are certain to be disappointed.
One suspects that they are even prepared for dis-
appointment; they also know what excuses will be
offered for failure in these and other areas. The
scenario is a familiar one, and the defence as well as
the criticism of it is familiar too. Perhaps a different
ruling party, a coalition of Opposition groups, would
fare no better. But there is a difference.

When my attack on Mrs. Gandhi and Sanjay appear-
ed in the journal last month, the teaction from friendly
readers was astonishingly uniform. ‘You have stuck
your neck out’, they said. ‘You are risking your safety
and that of your family. Are you sure you know the
danger? You will suffer for being sc outspoken’. And
so on. Clearly, the general feeling is of fear, which
has a base.

Not only memoriés of the Emergency but evidence

. of non-democratic thinking and action by Mrs. Gandhi,
Sanjay and their followers makes people afraid of
expressing dissent and concerned about those who do.
If my attack were on Morarji Desai, Charas Singh or
any other leader in power, it would be considered
routine verbal opposition, always legitinate in a
democracy. The implications of the contrast arc
obvious.. Whether or not Mrs. Gandhi and Sanjay
improve life for the millions in India, it is almost

universally believed that the normal human rights
guaranteed by the Constitution are about to be
subverted.

Rumours are afloat about measures to control the
media. These are actually publicised by newspapers
and periodicals supporting Congress (I). Prospective
changes in the Constitution are frequently hinted at,
and voices in support are raised in a way'that suggests
stage-managed monoeuvres. (These voices will bp
attributed to the general public when the foul deed is

* done, so that it may appear that the ruling party is
only responding to a National demand). As for the
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it is already in full retreat from the
F pressures of government policy. Arun
Shourie in The Indian Express and A. G. Noorani in
Opinion are among many who have assembled and
interpreted the facts in this context. Janardhan Thakur
in Mid-day and other papers covers the Mafia-type
politics that is widely recognised in India and abroad
as among the realities of the situation.

_ There is a Power behind the powers that”be, pull-
ing the strings and manipulating the puppets. It is
that  Power, not legitimate authority, people are
frightened by today. Its deluded supporters will not
acknowledge the truth about it till they are personally
affected. The editors and others who ask for abroga-
tion of democratic norms in the alleged interests of
reform or revolution will think  differently when they
themselves become victims of tyranny, Why do they
imagine that they will never be affected by the drastic
steps and repressive measures they champion today so
complacently?

To improve the living conditions of millions 1
India, more power is not needed than is available al-
ready to our rulers. What is needed is the will to use
it pragmatically, to implement programmes on which
there is a broad, national concensus, to show results
without evasion and falsification.

We can get along without ideological self-justifica-
tion and propaganda. We can’t without specific
improvements in the lives of those who need them
most urgently. A Government that “works” is not the
one seeking to undermine the democratic process by
which it was set up. It can and must keep its promises
by sfrengthening that process which also means
stréngthening the Indian people as a whole.

A weak people and a strong Government add up
to disaster and misery for millions. This has been
proved by all the dictatorships of the twentieth
century: in Russia and Eastern Europe, in the Middle
East, and in South-East Asia, in South America and
China and Africa. No comparable sufferings can be
traced to the democratic nations, whatever their other
faults and weaknesses,

Poverty is India’s central problem. To solve it (or
pretend to) by enslaving the impoverished, along with
all other segments of the population, is to replace one
great evil by another. It may be worse. For the over-
whelming majority, poverty will not be abolished or
even diminished, while slavery for the majority as for
the rest becomes a'way of life. This is the possibility
that calls for Resistance.
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