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COMMUNIST
DOCTRINES —
Illusion and Reality

NISSIM EZEKIEL

The Soviet Union and its allies have no illusions
about the rest of the world: but the rest of the world
has plenty of illusions about the Soviet Union and its
allies.

Whatever political language the communists
speak, their aims are the same; democrats and liberals
feel that their aims are and ought to be affected by
their political language.

If, for instance, you talk of peace and detente,
etc., you may attend to your defences but not draw
up military plans for invading other countries. For a
communist, that kind of talk is essentially a strategy,
no more.

Civil rights in non-communist countries are con-
ferred on communists as generously or with limitations
as on others. In communist countries there are no
civil rights, so the question of exercising them if you
aré a nom-communist or an anti-communist does not
arise.

Communists have the right to overthrow demo-
cratically elected governments and to do everything
in their power for the purpose, as guaranteed by the
Constitution. No one in a communist state has the
right to advocate overthrow of its communist govern-
ment.

The Soviet Union. according to its declarations,
and according to its communist allies, has the right
of military intervention in those countries which “be-
long” to its sphere of influence. No other country has
a comparable right in any circumstances, not even
when there is a prospect of nuclear annihilation.

In its relations with the Soviet Union and with
communists, non-communist peoples and governments
never utter these plain truths. They claim that the
Soviet Union is a “friend”, that its policies are intend-
ed to advance the cause of “world peace” and that
any military action it takes has to be understood “in
the right perspective” or “in the proper context”.
(That is India’s view of the conquest of Afghanistan,
and will probably be the same if Poland is subdued).

Indian official and much non-official opinion is
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that nothing can and ought to be done to upset or
even protest against Soviet domination of Eastern
Europe or of any other part of the world where its
word is the ultimate law.

Czechoslovakia, Hungary and now Poland have
shown what they think of Soviet moral hegemony and
political as well as military rule. Inability to prevent
that rule from continuing the exercise of absolute
power may be explained in terms of Great Power poli-
tics and a variety of international equations, including
Third World stances, anti-Americanism, military and
other weaknesses of the Western World. But there is
no excuse for acceptance of the implied Soviet and
communist claims. It amounts to surrender of those
convictions and values to which the Soviet Union and
communists all over the world are implacably oppos-
ed. Self-respect demands a more positive policy.

Is there ever likely to be a communist world
system under Soviet patronage without a politically
militant and militarily powerful movement! Ask the
communists : they make no secret of their ideological
commitment to that goal and every conceivable means
to attain it. Why, then, does the non-communist world
deceive itself on this score?

Consider the Spaniards. They are not, it seems, in
favour of NATO. Do they, perhaps, feel safe from
Soviet expansionism because West Germany, France,
Italy and even England stand between them and the
Soviet Empire? What would happen if those countries
were no longer in a position to serve as a buffer for
an independent Spain, whatever its political complex-
ion? Would not these very same Spaniards look dif-
ferently at the Red danger in Europe and at the Ame-
rican presence?

Resistance to the Soviet Union and to any com-
munist government (the Cuban, for example) or even
mere verbal analysis and exposure of communist in-
tentions is considered by much non-communist opini-
on as futile, dangerous, illegitimate, reactionary, haw-
kish (all communists are, of course, peace-loving
doves) and based on a false reading of history.

This is also one of the themes of communist pro-
paganda, and some non-communist opinion is unques-
tionably a victim of it. But even when it is not, it tends
to take the line that anti-communism is either irrelev-
ant or a threat to the peace-making process.

Are the Communist doctrines compatible with
any peace-making process, except as calculated by
communists to serve their long-term interests? Those
who say Yes to that question are instruments of com-
munism, as the communists know very well.
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