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Dear Reader. 

With this issue Freedom First enters its 35th year of continuous publication. 
except for a period of six months during the dark days of the Emergency when it 
was battling the Censor for its right to publish uncensored. The victory of 
Freedom First in the Bombay High Court is now a matter of history. 

We too decided to 'keep up with the Joneses· by giving this 34-year journal a 
face-lift with the help of modern technology - our bit to prepare for the 21st 
century! We hope the new look will find favour with our readers. 

We begin a new column by Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh - The Rural Perspective. 
Bhanu Babu. as he is known to many of us. is himself a farmer. He was. readers 
will recall. Union Minister for Agriculture in the Janata Government We could not 
have had a better person to write on agrarian India. 

Yusuf Meherally was a great son of India. a democratic socialist with a heart of 
gold. By honouring his memory. we honour ourselves. 

The symposium on education which we carry in this issue could not. unfortu­
nately. comment on the new education policy adopted by Parliament After 
unsuccessfully scouring Bombay's book shops and the department of education 
at Mantralaya. we wrote to the Minister for Human Resource Development for a 
copy. As is usual in such cases. there was no reply. 

We now have a copy thanks to Mr. H. M. Patel M.P. We hope to carry an 
analysis of the new policy in October. 

The column ""The Masan! Viewpoint"" is based on Mr. Masani's column in the 
Statesman whose permission we gratefully acknowledge. 
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b d Of mili-·fies a new ran ·r persom 1 
Bena1.1 . · ationalism. 
tant Pakistani n Abdul Hafeez. Pirz.ada. 

tndia Today. 
May 15. 

"God's Ten Commandments conta.in (in 
German) 279 words and the American de­
claration of independence 300. The Eu_ro­
pean community's ordinance on the tm­
port of caramel sweets has exactly 
25.911 :· 

Quoted by K.P. Joseph. 
The Times of fndja, 

May 15. 

"Mr. (Rajiv) Gandhi has become a voluntary prisoner 
of minority communalism. The situation can only 

get worse for him. But he deseNes 
no sympathy for his wanton despotism." 

Sunder Rajan, The Sunday ObseNe" May 11 . 

M~. Deng is not immortal. and he is 82 
thts year. Once he has gone to meet Marx. 
how can anybody be sure that China's 
modernisation wtll survive its maker? 

The EcononUst. 
May 31. 

It m~st be nice for Mrs. Thatcher to know 
that tf all goes wrong she can go and stay 
with Reagan. 

A Cartoon in The Spectator . 
March. ·as. 



Of Cabbages and l<ings 

Lex et Juris, The Law Magazine 

Though liberal minded individuals have 
identified the philosophy of liberalism 
wlth the development of constitutional 
Jaw and the Legal system, yet not all of 
them are avid readers of the literature of 
the law. It is not often that one can read 
the tomes of law. The twists and turns of 

· lengthy judgements are beyond the depths 
of most of us poor humans. Yet where 
would have Indian Liberalism been with-

.,,-out the study of law and jurisprudence? 
The great names of Liberalism in India. 
Ranade. Pherozeshah. Sapru, Sivaswami 
Aiyar. are also great names in law. 

It is in keeping with the time that Man­
eck Daver and Mahesh Jethmalani have 
brought out Lex et Juris. The Law Maga­
zine. While we have coloured glossies on 
politics. business. culture and society. We 
have had nothing readable on law. Lex et 
Juris fills a void in the world of Indian 
journalism and judginQ by its first issue. 
only he who wants to be obtusely ignorant 

- of public affairs can afford to miss this 
journal. 

Ex-Chief Justice Chandrachud has some 
pertinent obiter dicta on the Shah Bano 

' case. Soli Sorabjee lucidly narrates the 
different ways by which the Supreme 
Court has widened the scope of Article 21 
and expanded the rights of ·the citizen. 

.. Ram Jethmalani raises the issue of the 
:· right of bail of persons accused of spying 

and wonders whether judicial prejudice 
will add to the totalitarian powers of the 
state. The gross delay in the dispensation 
of speedy justice. thanks to the tardiness 
in the appointment of the judges. the mls-

~ erabty poor salaries offered to the judges. 
~' the delays by the government when it is 

.the litigant. the role of the garrulous 
judges, the acceptance of entertainment 
by judges from counsels all certainly dis-

' tort the dispensation of justice. These are 
some of the issues that will have to be 
squarely faced by our members of the bar 
and bench and H.M. Seerva1 examines 
these in a lucid article. 

Besides these there are many items of 
interest and it is to be hoped that this 
journal will have a wide readership. 

- RS 

Ht,he tim~ has comq.," ~ 
wt1.lru~ ~aid, 

'to talk. of many things: 
of ~'h~s-and ~hips­

an.d. ~in~ vax­
of ~:baq;e-s -

ana llits-·" 

-lcz.vJs car rol_l 
The A.rwal Massacre 

The massacre at Arwal in the Gaya dis­
tint of Bihar on April 19. 1986 which kil­
led twenty people peacefully assembled. 
has once again highlighted the dangers 
looming large on the Indian social and 
political scene. Peasant castes that occu­
pied an intermediate social status have 
now raised themselves. forcibly occupied 
1~:1d that did not belong to them aod deny 
the demands made by the landless and 
poor peasants for higher wages. By form­
ing private armies and wielding the big 
stick. by cultivating important people in 
the law enforcement agency and in the 
local government they manage to legalise 
what is blatantly illegal. intimidate the 
organisation of peasants demanding high­
er wages. and abet in the killing of the 
demonstrators. That the majority of the 
victims belong to the scheduled castes. of 
course makes it easy for most others to 
tum a blind eye to these inhuman. horrible 
cruelties. Bihar of course is the paradise 
for these parasites but these examples will 
not be slow in percolating to other areas. 
Readers will not have forgotten the mas­
sacres of a similar nature which took place 
recently in Maharashtra. Tamilnadu and 
Andhra Pradesh. 

- RS 
An Unforgivable Amnesia 

The fanfare drummed up by the ruling 
party and abetted by the state. govern­
ment of Maharashtra and the Centre dur­
ing the centenary of the Congress has 
been described as being similar to the vul­
gar wedding of the new rich among us. 
This was in shameful contrast to the tbtal 
national amnesia on the occasion of the 
125th birthday of Rabindranath Tagore. 
Declaring a holiday at the last moment 
was all the Prime Minister could think of. 
A few routine programmes on Doordar­
shan and AIR are no substitute for a reap­
praisal that is necessary on such occasions. 

Contrast the situation in England where 

the marginalia of KiplinQ is ferreted o~Jt 
and reprinted on the occaslpn of his 
centenary, besides of course the churning 
out of books and what l.af{lb used to de­
scribe as biblia-a-bibliaf 

The contrast here is shamefuL Here 
was a man who made an Indian language 
(Bengali) universally respected. brought to 
the nation a sense of self-respect and re­
mained a polymath. creative to the last 
day of his life. Above all from the last de­
cade of the last century. he was continual­
ly educating Indians to be self-dependant 
and not to be blind imitative borrowers of 
the west. He practised what he preached 
and remained one of the few universal 
men of our century. Yet there were no 
national symposia. no new interpretations. 
no new programmes in our official media. 
In short. it appears as though our govern­
ment did not want us to remember the 
contribution of this great son of India. 

After all. during the Emergency. we saw 
the degrading spectacle of his great poem 
nearly choked by the Censors. Not only 
the governments but the epigeoni of Ta­
gore have betrayed him by not reminding 
a whole new generation of the Himalayan 
contribution of this great creative genius. 

- RS. 
Polluting Our Way To Destruction 

Environmentalists have been warning 
us that the continuous pollution of the 
atmosphere will bring in a greenhouse 
effect upon the only planet available to us 
and make it intolerably Wi!rmer. The 
warnings have been confirmed. It has 
been established that there has be8n a 
gradual destruction of the important 
ozone layer. This used to screen off the 
heavy bombardment of ultra violet rays. 
With the layer disappearing all of us are 
now exposed to this deadly element and 
there is an apprehension that cancer of 
the human skin will be on the increase. 

It is predicted that the greenhouse 
effect will have warmed up the atmos-
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pnere. spread drought and make sea 
coasts dangerous. This it does by melting 
the polar cap. During the last century the 
level of the sea has gone up by one inch: 
there will be erosion of sea beaches. 

Meanwhile. we in India have done our 
bit to add to this. for the licensing capacity 
for two wheelers for 1990 has already 
been reached and the industries are eager 
for more production to pollute the air not 
to speak of an increase in accidents. As the 
older generation used to shake their 

' t1eads. The Kali Yuga' is fast r-ipentng 
to sestroy the world' 

- RS. 

Who Cares For Commonsense 

While the Government of India recently 
reaffirmed its commitment to the public 
sector two other countries one totalitarian 
(Communist China) and the other a dicta­
torship (Tanzania) appear to be prepared 
to face reality. 

The Chinese are cautiously proceeding 
towards prlvatisation. Un Shang. an un­
employed youth of BeUing is now a manu­
facturer of crash helmets. When demand 
exceeded supply. Lin Shang expanded op­
erations - with his government's sup­
port. A three-party joint venture has come 
Into being to assist the young Chinese en­
trepreneur. The three parties are Ltn 
Shang. a Chinese State agency and an 
American company - the first privately 
owned company in China which has been 
allowed to enter into such a j oint venture 
with a foreign company. 

Not only is Lin allowed to produce hel­
mets; 75% .of its production will be for 
domesUc consumption. 

In Tanzania. according to a report in the 
Indian Express of June 12. "hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of land owned by 
the agricultural enterprise 'Sisal' have 
been offered for sale to farmers. priyate 
entrepreneurs and foreign companies. due 

to accumulated losses." 
It will be recalled that last year. Mr: 

Julius Nyerere confessed that it had been 
a "great mistake to nationalise everything 
at once". since the country had neither the~ 
personnel nor the technology needed for t•' 
productive operation. 

In sharp contrast democratic India 
props up even sick units with funds from 
nationalised banks on the plea that closure 
would lead to unemployment What <lUr 
government refuses t,o accept is the fact 
that funding sick units with people's 
money is not only highly irresponsible but 
will. in the long run, be a draa on the 
growth of our economy. A faster econo-
mic growth will greatly reduce unemploy­
ment in the long run. But who cares for • 
commonsense! 

- SVR • 

~ · Masti Venkatesa I en ar ' 
With the demise of Mastl Venkatesa 

Iyengar. the world of Indian literature has 
lost a Nestor. Born in poverty. Masti by 
sheer dint of hard work. and perseverance 
reactied the highest positions that could 
be occupied by a Mysorean and this in 
spite of his aversion to knee-bending or 
currying favour from anyone. 

It can be said that he. more than anyone 
else was responsible for raising a regional 
tongue into a powerful language for ex­
pressing subtle thoughts. feelings and sen­
sibilities. Some qf his stories have a world 
dassic status and they have never been 
bettered. He experimented in almost all 

With the passing away of Mme. Sophia 
Wadia. the world of Indian letters has lost 
one of its most. stead-fast friends and In­
dia one of her most distinguished "alien" 
citizens. Very much like Sister Nivedita. 
Annie Besant and Mrs. Cousins. she was 
born in a far off land but chose to make 
our country her home and got thoroughly 
nativised. Like the other distinguished 
women. she brought to this land interna­
tiorW sensibilities and e<i.lucated countless 
generations regarding the value of the In­
dian traditions whether It be in philisophy. 
religion or literature. 

Her abiding contribution has been the 
regeneration of the regional literatures of 
India by making different regions aware 
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genres of literature and introduced to a 
Kannada public the glories of Hafiz. of the 
stoic philosophy of Marcus Aurelius. of 
Goethe as well as of the Tamil Vaisnava 
saints. Tagore and Kalidasa. He was catho­
lic in his tastes but was rooted in the Indi­
an soil. 

Those who do not know the language 
will have to take on trust the statement 
that with his writil)g an Indian language 
reached very great heights in lucidity. 
urbanity and simplicity. ft was the very 
speech of the most refined and educated 
of the native Kannadiga. It was he who 
encouraged and fostered the genius of 

So hia Wadia 

of the richness of the land and regions by 
encouraging promising writers. mainly 
through her columns in the Aryan Pafh 
and the Indian Pen. and above all by orga­
nizing conferences both national and in­
ternational. Writers who would never 
have had an opportunity to meet fellow 
writers met them at these meetings. In a 
sense the Indian PEN was one of the most 
efficient of the regional associations of the 
international body Like Mrs Besaot she 
had a tremendous vitality and generosity 
of heart. 

Born in Colombia and educated in Paris 
and New York. she was at home in most 
international cultures and meetings. Her 
home was a meeting place not only for 

other writers, particularly of G.P R.Qlarat­
nam. the great interpreter of Buddhism 
and of Bendre. the poet 

With not a whiff of egoism or vanity. 
Masti had to face reversals. not in his 
beyond days. which were days of penury 
but In the full maturity of his abilities. His 
claims in the state service were over­
looked and he maintained his dignity by 
resignin~ rather than serve in humiliation. 

The Chief Minister of Karnataka de­
scribed Masti as the jewel of Karnataka ­
he is much more-he is a priceless jewel in 
the·crown of Indian culture. 

Indian writers but for international celeo­
rjties as well. 

At a time when Indian writers needed ... 
support and encouragement she did 
single-handedly what our Sahitya • 
Akademis have not done for them - giv· 
ing them a sense of confidence, cheer and 
encouragement. Culturally she prepared 
the country for its sense of a distinct 
natJOnal identity and remained a pioneer 
in many directions. For instance. m the 
thirties, she ~ad an international sympo­
sium on Gandhi's Hind Swarqj in the Aryan 
Path. She was testimony to wnat a deter­
mined individual could do for the cultural 
regeneration of a country. 



ndian Education .:. The Creeping Wasteland 

Recapturing the Lost Spirit of the University 

Robert Gaudino wrote some years ago that the most remarkable feature of Indian Education was 
.. that the student was untouched by it. He Is unable to relate his leaming to·life. The ooredom of the 

teacher is quickly conveyed to the student and attending lectures is an evil which he would gladly 
, avoid. 

.... Forty years ago as an undergraduate I 
read with great interest Cardinal New­
man's "Idea of a University". It led me on 
to the writings of others who had written 

' with erudition on the subject There 
seemed to be a striking measure of agree­
ment on the aims of education and on 

f!· what was expected of the University. The 
• University was a retreat from the din and 
~ bustle of a work-a-day world and from 

the strife and conflict of society. Here. .. 
,. scholars could. through research, extend 

the frontiers of knowledge and critically 
• examine the problems of society. Know-

ledge had to be related to life and those 

4 
who went to the university did so not only 

~ fur the acquisition of knowledge but also 
~to be well-equipped to earn their liveli­
·P<-hood . . 
~ 1)1is image of the university weakened 

In the rapid changes Which followed the 
.. Second World War. But looking back at 
-- educational ideas as they then prevailed in 

India it was not as though the functioning 
of the university was in harmony with its 
ideals. The defects of the existing system 
had long been examined especially since 
the days of Lord Curzon. The structure of 
the university. its uneasy relationship with 
the government, the problem of auton­
omy, maintenance of standards. the ex­
af!lination system. the decision-making 

bodies of the university, the determination 
and relevance of courses of study these 
and other related problems had received 
the attention of Committees and Commis­
sions in the British period. During the de­
cades th~t were to follow many of these 
problems were compounded, new prob­
lems developed. notably, the management 
of examinations, the politicization of the 
university and a steady deterioration in 
the ethics of university administration. 

Depressing Picture 

When I took to teaching in 1950 the 
ideas of liberal education still dominated 
the sc~ne. When I look back on the situa­
tion as it then was and reflect on what 
now exists the differences seem striking. I 
had been entrusted-in the very first year 
of my teaching with a variety of subjects 
including the history of the Nizam's dynas­
ty on which there was no text-book. It 
was a challenging situation. Fortunately. 
those days there was considerable free­
dom for the teacher in the classroom. He 
could recommend the books which he 
considered most suited to his students. 
Teaching was a profession into which one 
entered and not mer:ely a job one had to 
do. Discussion on matters academic. 
though not frequept was not unknown in 
the staff common room. Shoddy text­
books and bazaar notes were undoubtedly 
available but it was not difficult to cont­
riVe a situation in which depending on 
them was unprofitable. 

In contrast to this, college education to­
day presents a depressing picture. Student 
motivation is low and students will not 
permit any treatment of'a subject that is 
not directly ~elated to the examination. 
Since question papers are set in a routine 
manner students know that they can get 

S.P._Aiyar 

through with a minimum of effort by 
reading the guide books available. The 
text-books prescribed are unimaginative 
and the teacher .often resOrts to the easy 
way of dictating notes. No skiiJs of com­
munication are required. Premature ex­
perimentation with o~ective-type ques­
tions make it unnecessary for the student 
to read the text-book. The student de­
velops neither analytical power nor writ­
ing skills. Indeed, the classroom has be­
come a gigantic conspiracy against the in­
tellect. 

Some eight-five years ago Lord CUrzon 
said "a huge system of active but often 
misdirected effort. over which like some 
evil phantom. seemed to hover the mon­
strous and maleficent spirit of CRAM'. 
Perhaps the charge of cramming levelled 
by Lord Curzon. and which is so frequent­
ly made today misses one important 
aspect of the problem. Memory training is 
important in an. examination. a5 in life. and 
the abUity to reproduce in concise form 
tile main structure of an argument or the 
essential element in any descriptive 
account is an asset Sir Josiah Stamp who 
has given us some of the most thoughtful 
addresses on education I know of, has 
observed: ''I believe preparation for ex­
aminations may be an important step In 
the management of the mind if it induces 
conciseness. arrangement arld proportion. 
Even the despised cramming may have its 
virtues in practical life for the ability to 
load up quickly. then unload for the job in 
hand. and then clean up ready for the next 
task, may be useful in business. where the 
thorough-going student. who scorns the 
cram. and learns as if for eternity. may 
find the chance has gone by him." The real 
trouble with thP. Indian student is that his 
memory ts chaotic and takes into account 
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neither precision. nor accuracy nor rele­
vance. If he is a student of History, his 
dates are often wrong and his quotations 
inaccurate. A welter of uncoordinated 
facts are sought to be stored in the mind 
and unloaded in the examination. often 
without the discipline of language. He 
emerges from the operation completely 
exhausted and convinced that the system 
is to blame for all his misfortunes. 

For the major part of the year. students 
have practically nothing to do and get 
'bored'. A perpetual holiday it has been 
said is the very definition of hell and 
young boys and girls in colleges seek new 
ways of filling their idle hours. The evil 
consequences of this an; seen everywhere 
and need no elaboration. 

Proliferation of Colleges and Uruversities 

Behind this almost tragic development 
lie several factors of which the most im­
portant is the enormous increase in stu­
dent enrolment in the colleges and univer­
sities. In 1950-51 there were only 27 uni­
versities and 798 colleges. By 1982-83 
these had increased to 140 universities 
and 5246 colleges. Over 3 million stu­
dents study in these institutions. The bulk 
of teaching in India is carried out at the 

college level and yet most colleges are 
poorly equipped. The official report Chal­
lenge of Education - a Policy Perspective 
remarks: "Teacher performance is the 
most crucial input in the field of education 
- Whatever the policies may be laid down. 
in the ultimate analysis these have to be 
interpreted and implemented by teachers. 
as much through their personal example 
as through teaching-learning processess" 
Yet college managements find getting 
teachers in various subjects a major prob­
lem. Teaching has a low priority among 
the professions. The government policy of 
reserving posts for scheduled castes and 
tribes has further aggravated the situa­
tion. Frustration awaits the young aspir­
ant just out of the university. He is 
appointed temporarily to the post and has 
to appear successively for interviews for 
the next four or five years for the same 
job. The teacher gets confirmed only after 
the post has been de-reserved and placed 
in the open category. Salary scales have 
improved but they are unfortunately link­
ed with an increase in the work load and 
the teacher is required to take anything 
upto 24 lectures a week. Further. teachers 
are required to take an M. Phil or a Ph.D. 
degree within a specific period of time to 
get their incremenl This has been unfor-

tun ate and has contributed in- larg~'ea; 
sure to the poor qu~li_ty of M. Phil, and 
Ph.D. programmes. Teachers wMo~ find .• 
themselves trapped with no certainty ln 
being continued year after year are pre:. 
vented from putting in their best effort . 

Robert Gaudino a perceptive studentJ>f 
the Indian University wrote some years­
ago that the most remarkable feature of 
Indian Education was that the student was 
untouched by it. He has never experiencea - , 
the adventure of Ideas. the excitement 
that follows the discovery of inter­
relations between branches of knowledge. 
He is unable to relate his learning to lif~. 
The boredom of the teacher is quickly 
conveyed to the student and attendinQ leer 
tures is an evil which he would gladly 
avoid. The phrase most frequently 
among students is 'bunking 
There is a real crisis in the 
between teacher and student which is 
damental to all education. In a profou 
remark Rabindranath Tagore said 
teacher can never truly teach unless he is 
still learning himself_ A lamp can n<>ltor'·•• 

light another lamp unless it continues t()l 
burn its own flame. The teacher who 
es to the end of his subject. who, has 
living traffic with knowledge but rnorolf~ 
repeated his le:;son to his students 
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only load their' minds; he cannot quicken 
them. Truth not only must inform but 
must inspire. If the inspiration dies out 

the information only accumulated, 
Jhen truth loses its infinity". 

The expansion of Indian education has 
•far outstripped the economic and indust­
rial development of the country and pro­
duced the phenomenon of the educated 
unemployed and to the steady exodus of 
engineering and medical graduates to 
·foreign un·iversities. The wastage of re­
sources is alarming. In 1984 all the stu­
dents who graduated from the Indian In­
stitute of Technology at Madras with Che­

:; mlcal Engineering went to the United 
States. The rat race for employment with­

' fn the country has produced a strange pa­
;>radox. On the one hand degrees are rapid­
'1y losing their value and on the other there 
e is a feverish pursuit of additional degrees 

' 

to improve one's opportunities for em­
.~ toyment. In a developing country the de­
gree has a magic appeal and it has been so 
throughout the history of the Indian uni-
' 

We Hate Bloodshed 

r:- The other day I was on a panel to select 
a 'senior college teacher. Three candi-
~da_tes. whose paper qualifications were the 
m1ost impressive. were called for inter­
View. The first one. who had studied at a 
very prestigious college. had done the Phi-

"'tosophy of Science for her Master's De· 
·gree. Asked about Popper's views. she 
said she had not studied any particular 
philosopher but 'only in general'. She had 
been the secretary of the college phlloso· 
phy society. Had she read any papers be­
fore the society? No. there was no reading 
of papers during her time because. since 
the East-West Philosophy Encounter was 
being held in Bombay. they Invited speak-

versity. However much policy makers may 
deprecate the close link between degrees 
and jobs the logic of the situation is only 
strengthening the link- the much talked 
about policy of de-linking jobs and de­
grees is not likely to redoce the pressure 
on the existing colleges and universities 

I have mentioned earlier in. this article 
that there was general agreement among 
educationists at the time of independence. 
Today. educational thinking presents ajar­
ring and confused world of jangled ele­
ments. Controversies abound on every 
aspect of education. There is no agree­
ment with regard to either the goals of 
education or the strategies of educational 
planning. The country is not certain with 
regard to priorities. For instance whether 
resources should be diverted to the expan­
sion of higher education or to elementary 
education and mass literacy programmes. 
The political will is lacking to take deci­
sions that would antagonise organized 
pressure groups. 

Some SUggestions 
The new education policy includes a 

packaged offer to the country including 

ers from the Encounter to talk to the stu­
dents. (The Encounter lasted for a week). 
The second candidate. who had already 
lectured in a college, admitted she had not 
read any of the recommended works on 
the subject she taught but had relied solely 
on some·of the poisonous mushrooms cal­
led 'text -books" that sprout overnight 
when a new subject is introduced. The 
third applicant had taken Aristotle as hrs 
special paper for the M.A. He did not 
know even the names of the philosopher's 
works. How, then, had he studied the phi­
losopher? Only from the teacher's notes. 
Claiming to be ve.ry in~rested in Metaphy­
sics. he yet did not know the meaning of 
'epistemology'. All the three emphatically 
stated that they had decided to pursue 
teaching as their life's career. 

Our Students Do Not Read 

VVhat of the students? They are. natu r­
ally, pretty faithful replicas of their gunJs. 
For a number of years I was involved in 
selecting students from my college to be 
senlup for final selection as Tata Scholars. 
The candidates were those who had got 
the highest marks in their examinations. 
Even those who answered other questions 

vocationalization of education. a core syl­
labus for the whole country with elements 
added on accor:ding to IO};al needs, exten­
sion of the three-language forT[lula. the 
setting up of model schools in every dis­
trict of the country and the like. These 
constitute no more than a tinkering with 
the system. We are stiff confronted by the 
dangerous and tragic spectacle of having 
the total number of illiterates crossing 
500 million by the end of the century and 
having the largest mass of illiteracy in the 
world. 

In the present 5t.?'ge of the country's 
development it is necessary not only to 
diversify courses of study. place some 
emphasis on vocationalisation and the 
training of technicians but even more to 
improve the quality of under-graduate 
teaching which provides the base for high­
er education. Students should be equipped 
to understanq critically tlie social and eco­
nomic problems .of the country and to 
adapt themselves to the needs of a rapidly 
changing world. We must. in educational 
policy seek to recapture the lost spirit of 
the university. 
DR S.P. AIYAR teaches Public Administration in 
the Department of Politic;s, . Bombay University 
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quite brightly got stuck when you asked 
them what books they had recently read. 
Most of them could not mention either 
author or title. and those who could. 
usually mentioned some cl)eap 'novel' or 
detective fiction. I do not remember a 
single classic - either in English or any 
other language- ever having been men­
tioned. This in the oldest and one of the 
most reputed colleges in Bombay. Imagine 
the situation elsewhere. 



Real freslmess. Not lht short-lived 
freshness you get from other soaps. 
But the freshness of being free from 

body-odour-the whole day 
through! That's the promise only 

new Cinthol can keep. Cinthol now 
bas m exotic new perfume md its 

effective deodorant destroys skin 
bactrria leaving you fresh and 

odour-free all day. 

Only CINTHOI 
keeps you fresh and free front body-odour all day 



Thirty-six years of graduate and under­
graduate teaching has shown me that our 
students do not read. they do not read 
because their subjects and their books do 
not interest them. Because they do not 
read. they are incapable of critical or ori· 
ginal thinking. Because of that they are 
unable to carry on any serious. academic 
discussion in class or outside. And because 
they do not know how to discuss or argue 
a point. they do not knoW how to write an 
answer in an examination. leave alone an 
essay or a seminar paper. Challenge of 
Education: a folicy Perspective (brought 
out by the Ministry ·of Education m Au­
gust. 1985) bemoans 'rote learning· and 
the fact that the 'students while away 

~ .... their time for -most part of the year' 
( 1.23}; but. devoid of academi.c interest 
and totally ignorant of the true methods 

~ of studying. what else can they do? They 
can only prepare for the examinations by 
falling back on their powerful memories. 
which. can function independently of any 
comprehension and store scraps of 'Know­
ledge' for a short time. 

A Vicious Spiral 

I am unhappy and ashamed to have to 
say that much of what I have said above 
applies to a large number of our teachers 
too. particularly the younger set. If you 
think I am being unfair. let me quote from 
Challenge of Education: 'Teaching has be· 
come the last choice of the job market. 
We. therefore. face a paradox of having 
better books and research but progres-

'- sively more indifferent teachers· (3.49). 

Cause and effect are here inextricably 
interwoven. The small minority of 
academically-minded students. who have 
taken the1r studies seriously. seeing the 
bleak landscape and the unchallengmg and 
financially unattractive nature of the pro­
fession. do not generally choose to be­
come teachers. Those who fill the vacuum 
'mould' their students in their own image. 
These. in due course. become teachers and 
the vicious spiral descends a little lower 
with each generation. Of course there are 
exceptions. many exceptions. but I am not 
writing about the exceptions. 

Let me make it clear that I am talking 
about our ordinary Arts and Science Col­
leges. with which I have been closely con· 
nected. The situation in the professional 
colleges 'Or in the University Departments 
or Indian Institutes of Technology is prob· 
ably better. but I am not so confident that 
it IS spectacularly better. The conditions 10 

the colleges of law and Commerce are 
very similar to those in the Arts and Scien­
ce colleges. 

New Education Policy 
My question. then. is does the much­

advertised New Education Policy offer us 
any hope of improvement? I can give no 
definite answer for the simple but surpris­
ing reason thalm spite of making every 
effort. neither the Editor of Freedom First 
nor I have been able to procure the text of 
the policy that was approved by Parlia­
ment more than a rnonth ago. Even im­
portant persons in the capital have been 
contacted. but w1th no success. 1 am left. 
therefore. only with skimpy newspaper 
reports and Challenge of Education. the 
document on Which the new policy is sup­
posed to have been based. One may 
assume that the New Education Policy 
does not deviate too sharply from it. 

This document is a fairly exhaustive 
1 16-page compendium of the symptoms 
of the various diseases that have long 
afflicted our educational set-up. Its di­
agnosis of the root causes does not go 
very deep and it_is very weak on th~ ther­
apeutic and remedial front. one is left 
with the sort of feeling one would have If 
a doctor were to say. This fever has come 
down: that rash must disappear: we will 
have to find some extremely powerful 
drug to bring that diarrhoea under con­
trol: but refuses to write out a prescrip­
tion. Let me give a few examples. 

The present system of education .... 
cannot be improved by marginal changes: 
but 'has to be resurrected by fundamental 
changes in priortties. contents. methodo­
logies and the teaching-learning process 
will have to undergo a radical transforma­
tion. Who can undertake this task and 
how it might be done are issues which 
need careful and Immediate attention· 
(4.126}. 'Effective steps should be taken 
to see that only those with scholastic in­
ter:est or aptitude enter higher education· 
(4.83). ·something will have to be done to 
change the orientation. work-ethic. know­
ledge and skills of the teachers who will 
have to function more creatively' (1.29). 
'Radical instruments and organisational 
structures will have to be devised' ( 1.32). 

These are unexceptionable and forceful 
statements. but like little Oliver. we ask 
for more There is nothing rnore. How or 
in what direction are these priorities. con­
tents and methodologies. these curricula. 
textual materials and teaching processes 
to be radically transformed? What effec­
tive steps should be taken to ensure selec­
tiVe adm1ssions? What wrll we do about 

the teachers: orientation et cetera and 
how can their present stereotyped and u n­
inspired drudgery be turned. magically. 
into creativity? What kind of instruments 
and structures shall we visualise? 

Platitudes Galore 
While we wait for our answers. we are 

told. in advance. that 'unanticipated chal­
lenges· will ·necessitate building in an ele­
ment of flexibility into the policy 
framework' because 'the detailed scenario 
of the processes of development in the 
coming decades is still to be spelt out' and 
'the lack of clarity will be one of the more 
Important constraints on educational plan­
ning' (4.41 ). This is like telling a prospec­
tive traveller that i{ he wants to reach his 
destination. he must take the right road. 
but. without indicating which :.he right 
road is. to tell him that he should be ready 
to change his course if necessary. Hardly 
useful directions! 

When we least expect it there is a sud­
den revelation. If the U.G.C. is to play its 
·role for upholding standards of educa­
tion.' says the document (3.32). it 'must 
be given full support to discharge its 
statutory function ···- without fear or 
favour.' There you have it. Without quite 
realising it we have hit upon perhaps the 
most infectious and deep-seated virus that 
causes our sickness - FEAR. It is not that 
we are entirely ignorant of the Kind of 
medicine or surgery that is required: but 
medicine is often so bitter and we recoil 
from shedding blood. Listen to the docu­
ment: 'Education .... has a set of benefi­
ciaries who would lose many of their spe­
cial and unjustified privileges if the educa: 
tion system is changed .... to secure grea­
ter efficiency. equity and objectivity. 
Should there be a change in the examina­
tion system. a lot of people will resent it 
because the system of private tuitions and 
coaching shops migrtt become unneces­
sary and those who benefit from the leak· 
age of papers ... .. mass copying and other 
practices will be put to a loss. On the other 
hand. this will mean much more correc­
tion of ans:vver-books. regular class-work 
and innovative teaching involving con­
siderable preparation. ... . Many teachers 
will find themselves in difficulties because 
they will have to adjust to new curricula 
for which they have not been prepared 
e1ther by their original training for the job 
or by experience' {4.25 and 4.26) . The 
document strongly urges the delinkmg of 
jobs and degrees. but admits that if this 
were done 'there will be strong protests' 
(4.28) . 
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We are Cowards 
But we are kind-hearted people and 

would dread to cause any loss. discomfort 
or pain to any living creature. And we are 
also fond of a great deal of talk. So. after 
talking about fundamental changes. radic­
al transformations and effective steps. we 
will compromise. make concessions and 
'cultivate a supple spine·. and things will 
jog along much the same as they have 
done since the publication of the Kothari 

Commission Report twenty years ago. It Is 
hardly possible for cowards like us to 'help 
the students to take legitimate pride in the 
national heritage and feel committed to 
uphold India's unity and integrity' (4.97). 
When we have got down to the humble 
but very basic job of getting our students 
and our teachers to read good books, to 
think critically. to indulge in serious dis­
cussions and to analyse and develop their 
ideas in speech and writing (all of which is 

Financing Higher Education 

what higher education is for). there will be 
time enough to raise our heads a little 
higher and contemplate a system of 
education that 'can imbue people with the 
knowledge. the sense of purpose and the 
confidence essential for building a dyna­
mic. vibrant and cohesive nation' (1 .2). 

PROFESSOR S.K OOKERJE£ recently retired 
as Professor of Philosophy from the Wilson 
College. Bombay. 

As far as 1 am aware, no state- whether of socialist or capitalist persuasion - accepts the 
' responslbiiHy of providing nearly no cost or low cost education at the collegiate or university level to all 

who desire to benefit by rt without consideration of merit. 

The proposition r am going to put forth 
In this paper is likely to prove controver­
sial. It is likely to be j~dged as Impractical. 
Inegalitarian. anti-poor and anti­
democratic. But, since I believe 10 the 
democratic process I think I should put it 
forth and have It discussed. If it Is found 
unacceptable after 'due consideration it 
will rightly be discarded. 

Very simply put the proposition Is in 
two parts. First. government should not 
subsidise Institutions of higher education 
- colleges and universities. It should sub­
sidise, where necessary. the deserving but 
needy students. But. generally. students 
should meet the full cost of their educa­
tion at the college and university level. 

This proposition is not originaL In a 
different way it was suggested by an 
esteemed and dear friend of mine. the late 
Shri J.P. Naik. In still another way - a 
way I do not approve of -It is now being 
put into practice by some of the State 
Governments Including our own by allow­
ing private professional colleges to come 
up on a selective basis. 

The Present System 
It Is necessary that I first give a brief 
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description of what the present system of 
financing higher education is. While the 
pattern of financing varies somewhat 
from State to State. the general expecta­
tion is that the state government should 
finance higher education In a way that the 
indMdual student pays only a part of the 
total cost of his education. This is true 
whether we speak of prof~ional colleges 
or the colleges of arts. science and com­
merce. The average cost of educating an 
arts or commerce· student over a three 
year period wor1<s out to say Rs.S000-
7000. The tuition fees a student is re­
quired to pay is approximately the same. 
but the per student expenditure is higher 
because of expenses on providing labora­
tory facilities and laboratory consumables. 
In the case of engineering colleges the per 
student cost has been worked out by the 
Maharashtra government to Rs. 30.000/­
over tht total period of four years and for 
a student of med1dne the cost has been 
calculated at Rs. 1.50.000/- for a five year 
period. The actual fees paid by students of 
engineering and medicine are not prop­
ortionately higher. This means that the 
more expensive the course of studies you 
pursue. the greater is the subsidy that 
government and the colleges between 
them have to provide. 
Subsldislng the Well-to-do 

The argument is, that education is a 
right of every young person and it is the 
duty of the State to provide it at the 
lowest individual cost. If not free. to the 
student. This is justified further on the 
ground that such a policy of financing 

M.S. Gore 

education helps the poor and disadvan­
taged sections of society. 

I seriously question this assumption. I 
would suggest if a survey of parental in­
come were undertaken not more than 30 
per cent of the students would be found 
to be drawn from homes which could be 
described as lower middle class. Those 
that really come from ··poor" families 
could not be larger than. say. 5% of the 
total student population. 

If we separate the general colleges of 
arts, science and commerce from the pro­
fessional colleges I would expect that the 
proportion of those who come from lower 
middle and poor homes would not exc~ed. 
even 15 per cent of the total. ' · 

The fact is that most of the students 
..1 from really deprived homes do not even 

complete primary education and only a 
small percentage of those from sucti poor 
families complete secondary school. 

These statements are not based on hard 
data because no income-wise distribution 
of students is readily available. They 
should therefore be examined. 

Primary Education the Vlctlm 

If I am right in the assumption I have 
made. it means that in the name of the 
poor and deprived the government and 
the Institutions are really being asked to 
subsidies in a large measure the education 
of students from the middle. the upper 
middle and the rich families. This is parti­
cularly likely to be the case whe,, one 
speaks of students of engineering and 
medical colleges. I see no justification for 



', this situation eitller on grounds of equity 
~. or democracy. 

At the macro level one effect of this 
situation is that government is allowing 
proportionately higher subsidies for the 
nigher education of the already privileged 
sections of society -sections whose chil· 
dren can cross the barriers of at least two 
public examinations at the s·econdary and 
Higher Secondary School level. These sub­
sidies are being provided at the cost of 
expansion and improvement of primary 
education - particularly in the rural 
areas. This is being done also at the cost of 
another ifT)pqrtant goal - viz .. the voca-

, tionalisatlon of higher' secondary or the 12 
stage of education. 

~ 
~ Deleterious Consequences 

This has two deleterious consequences. 
It neglects the claims of the poor for good 
quality primary education and pushes 
further back the goal of univ~rsal. com­
pulsory primary education. Further. as a re-
sult of the neglect of vocationalisation the 
present mode of allocation of scarce re­
sources leads to a large and increasing 
number of -unmotivated students who 
rush to general colleges because that 
seems to be the only way to qualify for 
employment. 

The acceptance of a philosophy of large 
. scale subsidisation of education by the 

State without imposing any limits on the 
number or quality of students to general 
colleges has meant spreading available re­
sources more and more thinly on each in­
stitution. In respect of professional col­
leges. it has compelled the government to 
permit the starting of .. private" or 
"capitation fee" colleges to cater to the 
demands of well-to-do students who 
either do not qualify on grounds of lower 
percentage of marks scored by them at 
the qualifying examination or because. un-

·fortunately. they do not fit into the in­
creas.ingly smaller quota of "open" seats 
to be filled in wfthout reference to caste 
or domicile. 

The Pattern Elsewhere 
·., As far as I am aware no State -
~. · whether of socialist or capitalist persua­

sion accepts the responsibility of providing 
nearly no cost u.· low cost education at the 
collegiate or university level to all who de­
sire to benefit by it without consideration 
of merit. The numbers are restricted by 
some merit criteria and/or the criterion of 
the ability of the student to pay. 

In socialist countries students are 
chosen on the basis of well defined 
academic criteria. their number fs small 
and such selected students are given free 

education plus a stipend to meet their 
maintenance costs. In the U.S.A. and in 
Britain though many universities receive 
substantial assistance from the State the 
fees charged are substantially high and the 
universities have to depend on funds 
raised from their alumni and the public. 
Students who are academically capable 
and in need of assistance are given full or 
partial remissions in fees or are encour­
aged to support themselves through cam­
pus employment or employment in the 
community. 

It is true that in non-socialist countries 
students who can afford to pay have an 
edge over those who are meritorious but 
poor. in that they have acce~s to the better 
known institutions of national repute and 
their chances of being admitted are grea­
ter because they do not seek any assist­
ance. On the other hand it is equally true 
that .students from poorer homes rarely 
miss an opportunity for higher study if 
they are. keen abo(!t lt and are academical­
ly equipped for it because the more flexible 
pattern of organisation of higher educa­
tion enables full or part time employed 
persons to study on a part-time basis. 

Governmental Interference 
The arguments against the near-total 

dependence of colleges and universities on 
government are many. In another paper 
written as the Prof. A.B. Shah Memorial 
lecture I have brought out the undesirable 
administrative and academic consequences 
of such dependence. Very briefly stated 
the administrative implication is that by an 
inexor~ble logic government finds itself 
more and more entangled in the adminis-
tration of academic institutions. But there 
are other consequences of their present 
pattern of governmental assistance. This 
pattern is characterised by three unstated 
policy thrusts. viz .. that higher education 
must be available to all irrespective of 
merit considerations. tllat in order to 
maKe this possible the fees charged by the 
institutions must be loW and that govern­
ment must make up the deficit or at least 
subsidise the institutions sufficiently to 
ensure payment of teachers and other em­
ployees of institutions of higher education. 

Apart from governmental interference 
in the administration of Institutions it has 
led occasionally to interference In 
academic matters such as work load of 
teachers. the distribution of work be­
tween class instruction. laboratory work 
and field work. 

The present pattern of assistance is also 
undesirable because by making higher 
education unrealistically cheap it encour· 

ages the un(leserving and unmotivated to 
oc~upy seats and this gives a false picture 
of how many are really involved in educa­
tion. It encourages the attitude of social 
dependence, of seeking something with­
out giving anything in return. 

Admissions On Merit Alone 
The pattern I would suggest is that in 

principle every student be charged the full 
cost of their education. Thfs cost be work­
ed out by the government on the basis of 
the expenditure incurred by it in its own 
institutions. The individual institutions be 
not allowed to charge additional or higher 
fees nor should they be allowed to collect 
donations linked with admissions. All 
admissions to all colleges be made strictly 
on the basis of merit det~rmined either by 
the students' performance at the preced­
ing public examinations or on a selection 
test or on a combination of both. The list 
of students selected together with the 
marks secured by them be displayed 01 1 

the notice boards of the institutions. 
Students who can't afford to pay the 

fees in full or in part should be given low 
interest loans by the government through 
public sector banks against sureties to be 
furnished. The interest can be waived in 
the case of those who repay the loan in 
regular instalments after completing their 
course of studies . 

In the case of BackWard Class category 
students. government can decide upon the 
degree of subsidy to be given depending 
upon the degree of social and economic 
disadvantages suffered by the individual 
student B.C. students who have come 
from well-to-do homes may get the be­
nefit of reservations. but not of financial 
subsidy. They would of'course be eligible 
for loans as other students in the general 
category. 

It should be possible for students to 
minimize their loan liabilities by i) drawing 
partially on parental' support, ii) support­
ing themselves through part-time employ­
ment. iii) offering to work for a set num­
ber of years after graduation io one of 
several development programmes of gov­
ernment. iv) agreeing to work in the de­
fence forces . v) and participating in adult 
literacy and such other specific program­
mes of high national priority. 

It may be argued that the new pattern 
of financing higher education is likely to 
reduce total enrolment and may render 
some of the existing institutions non­
viable. One answer to this objection may 
be that the present large number who are 
on the college register are not necessarily 
indicative of their interest in education per 
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se as may be seen by the poor attendanc-e 
in classes or by the percentage of those 
that would pass without being aided by 
grace marks. moderation or revaluation of 
answer books. In fact. despite all these 
aids only about 30 to 35% of students 
who appear for an examination n'tdnage to 
pass. One may ask whether our country at 
its present stage of development can 
afford the huge wastage of institutional 
and financial resources involved in such 
low percentage of passes in any public ex­
amination. 

Alt.ernat lve Channels 
While one may accept the right of every 

individual to seek to improve his life 
chances through education. it may not be 
possible for a government to provide full 
time institutional facilities of education for 
all of them. Most countries ·- even econo­
mically advanced ones - have found it 
necessary to have an alternative channel 
of education- whether it goes under the 
name of community colleges. open univer­
sities correspondence courses. or channels 
for improvement of qualification offered 
by professional bodies like the Institute of 
Engineers. Institute of Chartered Accoun­
tants. Institute of Cost and Works Accoun­
tants. All these channels must be stren-
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ghtened and it should be possible for stu­
dents studying in the alternative stream to 
move into the institutional stream as and 
when they qualify and or can afford to do 
so. in terms of the demands of time and 
money made upon them. 

Even to-day there are a number of non­
viable colleges in non-metropolitan a~eas 
in district and sub-divisional towns. The 
physical. teaching and library facilities 
available in these institutions should be 
fully utilized in the expansion and stren­
ghtening of national and state level prog­
rammes of distance education whether in 
the form of Open Universities or Corres­
pondence Courses. These programmes re­
quire text-book lending services. periodic 
teacher-contact facilities and self­
instruction facilities through audio and 
video tapes. The colleges located in smal­
ler towns can provide the infrastructure 
for a programme of reaching out to non­
urban areas. 

Paying for One's Education 
It is assumed that the per student cost 

of such programmes of distance education 
will be lower in comparison with the costs 
of institutional instruction through col­
leges and universities. But. whatever the 

cost. here again the principle of a student 
paying for his education - whether in the 
immediate present or in arrears through a _ 
system of loans - must be observed. 

In a system where student pays fully for 
his education his motivation will be main­
tained. In fact. as a paying client he will be 
more demanding of his teachers and this 
will help in the process of making colleges 
more accountable to the clientele and 
community. This system - where the in­
stitution is not subsidised but will charge 
the full fees from its students - may en­
able the institutions to provide better in~ 
struction and better physical facilities. 

This system will make those who can 
afford it to pay for their education and 
thus release government funds for sub-~· 
sidising those in need of temporary assist­
ance or for strengthening primary and, ' 
secondary education which should be the 
first charge on government expenditure 
on education. · 

The individual colleges and universities ~ 
need no longer be directly accountable to , • 
government. though their work will be su­
pervised. coordinated and/or over-viewed 
through individual university academic au­
thorities and. may be. through associa­
tions of universities and the state and cen-

~ 



:trat University Grants Commissions. Such 
developmental assistance as the central 
and state governments may give to col­
leges and universities should be chane:led 
through intermediary organizations like 
the U.G.C. and not doled out directly by 
departmental bureaucracies. But on the 
whole such assistance would be smaller 
and limited to specified goals. 

The initiation of such a pattern of 
financing higher education will involve a 
major change in policy as well as in the 
details of day-to-day operation. At the 

-~ policy level the idea that a student should 
pay for his higher- i.e .. post High School 

•, - education would need acceptance and 
t considerable political persuasion. At the 
~ operational level the critical area will be 
r ,;.. the speed and effectiven~ with which 
.(' the programme of individual student 4- assistance can be operated- both in terms 
f of ~istributlon and recovery of loans. 

,.. There are today about three million stu-
• dents involved in higher education. 

Assuming that about half of them will 
" seek financial assistance. the banks will 
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have to be equipped and ready to cope 
with the needs of at least a million and a 
half students at any given time in addition 
to the effort involved in recovery of loans 
made in earlier years. This is a large op­
eration. But it need not prove impossible. 

When I discussed this proposal with one 
of the Directors of Higher Education he 
said that the recovery of loans would be a 
m~or problem. I am certain that this 
problem would be less intractable than the 
problem of recovery of loans extended 
through agricultural cooperative societies. 

The experience of voluntary bodies and 
educational trusts which offer such loans 
has not been an unsatisfactory one though 
admittedly they are dealing with very 
small numbers of sb.Idents. 

I should point out that my proposal is 
different from the present practice of 
allowing voluntary bodies to start private 
professional colleges in three vital re­
spects. I am suggesting that all students of 
2'' colleges should be admitted on consid­
Laations of merit- whether these colleges 
are private, sectarian or governmental. I 

am suggesting that all these colleges 
should charge the full fees worked out on 
the basis of actual costs as determined by 
government or a government constitj.Jted 
body and. further, that these colleges be 
prevented from accepting any donations 
linked to admission. The colleges may col­
lect funds from old students or from 
donors in the commt,Jnity after the admis­
sions are over. In fact the rule that admis­
sions are made only on the basis of merit 
- subject to rules of Backward Class Re­
servation - can be enfor-ced and If the list 
of admitted ~ndidat.es is required to be 
notified any student who .feels that _he has 
been wrong1y deprived of admission in a 
college of his choice can legitimately seek 
redressal of his grievance from a duty con­
stituted authority. Under such circumst­
ances the possibility of colleges extorting 
admission linked donations will be mini­
mized. 

PROFESSOR M.S. GORE a d¢nguished social 
scientist. recently ~igned as Vice-Chancellor. 
Univeristy of Bombay 

Text of an address to tlle Leslie Sawht'W Programme 

; ~ Women•s Education -A Perspective 

I 
,_ 

t The new education .policy has evoked 
much interest in academic and non­

~t academic circles. It is surprising that this 
;.. much talked about document is as yet un-
t . available to the general public. But for in­

formation gleaned from newspapers one 
is In the dark about what the new educa­
tion policy is all about. 

Article 45 of the Constitution directs 
the State to "endeavour to provide within 
a penod of ten years from the commence­
ment of (this) Constitution free and com­
pulsory education for all children until 
they complete the age of fourteen years ... 
This was in the year 1950_ Against this 
background of national commitment it 

Padnilnl Murty 

would be instructive to take a took at the 
progress of women's education. 
A Yawning Gap 

an impressive 64.7 percent in Kerala to a 
abysmally tow 5.4 percent in Rajasthan. In 
the Hiodi speaking states of Bihar. 
Madhya Pradesh and uttar Pradesh which 
account for 38 percent of rural families. 
literacy levels fluctuate between an appall­
ing 8.99 percent and 1 0.17 percent 

There is no denying the fact that India 
has made considerable progress since in­
dependence in terms of enrolment figures 
and development of diverse educational 
programmes. It has however been unable 
to meet the nation's requirements in 
terms of overall coverage and equitable 
distribution. This is particularly true of 1 

women's education. In 1881. for every 
1 000 boys in school the number of girls 
receiving instruction was a mere 46. A 
hundred years later. there were 55 girls 
for every 1 00 boys receiving education. 
The overall literacy figures climbed from 
t 6.67 percent in t 951 to 36.23 percent 
in 1981. The corresponding male literacy 
figures stood at 46.9 percent while female 
literacy figures stagnated at 24.8 percent 
A yawning gap exfsts in male and female 
literacy levels in rural India (M:40.8 per­
cent and F:18 percent). Urban India pre­
sents a similar picture. Here. however. 
both male and female literacy levels are 
higher than the overall average (M: 65.8 
percent and F: 47.8 percent). Female li­
teracy figt...res in rural areas varies from 

••• •••• 
It Is time 

we realised that 

Identical strategies 
devised for 

promoting literacy 

among men and women 

donotyield 

similar results. 

••••• . ...... . 
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Elementary education is the most cru- These statistics reveal that despite the 

ciaJ stage of education spanning the first constitutional directive and provision for 
eight years of schooling. Yet studi(l.S reveal free education. the number of glrts seek­
that in classes 1-V (6-11 years) one out of ing education increased to any appreciable 
e.Jery three girls is still outside the school. extent The drop-out rate is very high. 
The drop-out rate for girls is very high Thre~fourths of the girls tn India who 
Of every 100 girls enrolled in class I. only enrol at the primary stage leave .before 
30 reach Class V. ln classes VI to VIII (11 - attaining functional literacy. The high 
14 years), only 2 out of 5 girls are in drop-out rate cuts across state boundaries 
school. At the secondary stage ( 14- 17 and is a cause of much concern. 
years), 12 out of 100 girls are in school. Erroneous Notions 
Educational opportunities at this stage are 
confined to middle and upper middle clas­
ses in urban areas and to some extent ru­
ral middle class sections. Higher education 
(17-23 years) is mainly the preserve of 
the urban middle and upper middle class. 
Even here women constitute tess than a 
quarter of the total enrolment The faculty 
wise enrolment of women in university 
education shows a large number of them 
opting for arts. general science. education 
and medicine. In 1981 -82. of every 100 
airls enrolled, 56 were irt arts. ·21 in scien­
ce. t.3 In commerce. 3.6 in medicine and 
0.7 in engineering. 

Choice Dictated by Men 
The phenomenon of women taking 

courses in arts and humanities limits their 
occupational choices and chances. There is 
no denying that these choices are dictated 
by the actual or expected adult role of 
women in our society as mothers and 
wives. Thus the gender based division of 
labour is recreated in the labour market 
and even the modern sectors of our eco­
nomy display the characteristics of pat­
riarchal societies, A 1980 study sponsored 
by the I.C.S.S.R. noted that industrial 
training instituteS cater to men primarily. 
The number of women trainees In the en­
gineering section formed only one percent 
of the total number of students. Women. 
however. formed a large segment of the 
trainees in the tailoring and stenography 
categories. Professional women have 
tended to concentrate in teaching and 
medicine. Even · here the overwhelming 
number are concentrated in primary 
schools. In medicine. women constitute 
the majority of nursing staff and as doc­
tors they specialise in gynaecology. obstet~ 
rics and paediatrics. 

Interstate comparison of female enrol­
ment in educati<;>n ind,icates the uneven 
rate of progr-eSs. Bihar and R~asthan "have 

; maintained · uniformally low performance 
at all levels. ~erala leads in primary school 
enrolment. Tamil Nadu and Delhi at the 
secondary leveL tn higher education most 
states. have made progress with Delhi and 
'Kerala leading. 
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Socio-economic reasons have been pri­
marily responsible why girls have not been 
persuaded to come to school and stay 
there until the completion of fourteen 
years. The subordinate status of a daugh­
ter in comparison to the son· leads to dis­
parity in the education of boys and girls. 
Female children by custom are expected to 
look after their brothers and sisters and 
manage domestic chores while their 
mothers earn for· their families in the 
fields or elsewhere. During a family crisis 
such as the mother's Illness the entire bur­
den of house work falls on the daughter 
and she is compelled to discontinue her 
education. 

It is evident that ·although educational 
opportunities have widened, the large 
majority of women have not been able to 
take advantage of it. It is time we realised 
that identical strategies devised for prom­
oting literacy among men and women do 
not yield similar results. The reasons for 
this are not far to seek. 

Little known facts about India 

''As his beard was long and 
looked like a ribbon he was called 
Lord Ripon". "Asoka did penance 
and founded Buddhism". "Four 
Vedas were written by the Indus 
valley people!'. "Asoka invaded Gan­
ganadu". 'The founder of the Huns 
is Mahavir". 

These are some of the answers 
given by students writing the Group 
II Services (Bachelor's degree stan­
dard) examination conducted by the 
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commis­
sion in January 1979. The report 
was placed on the table of the State 
~rpbly. 

On' economics and biology some 
of the answers were equally pecul­
iar. 

"Canon was the only person who 
sounded about taxation. Slavery is a 

In popular imagination women look 
ter the home and raise children. while men 
till the land or earn a livelihood througl) 
other means. Nothing could be 
from the truth. The women's traditional.:t 
role. of looking after the home. bearing 
and caring for the children is only halfth~"' · 
picture. Throughout the third world, . 
women are responsible for half of all agri~ · ,; 
cultural produce. putting in as many or · 
more hours in the fields as men and still 
managing to wash, mend clothes. c.arryp 
wood and water .. tend to animals. cl~n-, 
the home and look after the old, the sie~.~.< 
and the children. The rural woman spendS · 
hours each day collecting fuel and fodd~r 
from the forests. Deforestation has re-~ 
suited in women having to go further and~ 
further in search of fuel and fodder. Fpr:l5:, 
millions of women in Jntfia the day begins;· 
and ends with the search for water. , ""';' 
The PUght of Rurai_Women 1i 

A study conducted by the Indian 1~-:~~ 
tute of Rural Workers reports that three.-"· 
fourths women are engaged in farming " 
and non~farming activities in the village.l~Jl 
large prop. ortion of marginal farmers hay.~ .

1
ii.· 

ing one hectare of land who constitute ~. n­
percent of peasantry do not cultivate their~ 
land because an average annual income ot l; 
Rs. 1 000/- does not make cultivation ec~ ... 
nomically viable. These marginal farmers;'~ 
lease out their land to rich farmers idl~ 
away their time and hardly lend a helpin~~ 
hand to women in their domestic work. 

living creature. Harbouring is an 
offence committed by a person in a 
harbour. Juristic person is the Presi­
dent of India··. 

"Our national bird cr:ow. 
Teachers' day is celebrated in mem­
ory of Jawaharlal Nehru. Vaikl<am 
Veerar is the name given to Rajaji. 
The fastest bird is the ostrich . 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan are all 
in Tamil Nadu. Asoka put Buddha in 
jail. Buddha was the founder of 
Jainism". according to examinees 
taking the Group Ill services test. 

Some of the students wrote that 
Krushchev killed Gandhtii; Kosygin. 
President of America; Tata, Birla 
and Rourkela - lignite mines; Annie 
Besant shed blood during Nighting~ 
ale freedom struggle. 

The Hindu. May f 1 
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Others migrate to cities in search of em-
ployment Available data indicates that 
three out of every ten rural households in 
many developing countries are headed t>y 

. women. Where remittances from migrant 
- rnen are low or cannot be relied upon. the 

women are forced to become family pro· 
· viders. To be rural and poor is a heavy 

cross for a woman to carry. Another is 
~ having to bring up children while doing all 

sorts of domestic and farm related chores 
at the same time~ To assume the role of 
the family provider means adding yet 
another burden on her weary back. 

A National Investment 
Education in order to make an impact 

has to bear in mind the distinctive role of 
women as mothers. nutritionists. nealth­

:. care workers. home-makers and eco­
nomic providers. The education of women 

; has an 1mportant effect on the well-being 
of the family. It has rightly been said edu­
cate a man you educate a person. educate 
J women you educate a family. Education 
must assist women in devising appropri­
ate technology to lighten their drudgery. 
help in providing low cost sources of 
nutritive food for infants and adults. It 
must make her aware of the Importance 
of nutrition for herself especially during 
pregnancy and lactation. It is ironic that 
those who provide life and continuity give 
themselves less and less. Education should 
equ1p women to fight mequahty Within the 
home and exploitation outside. It must en­
lighten women about their legal rights re­
lating to tnheritance. marriage and mtni­
mum wages. Education must provide 
women information about their biological 

, and sexual roles. encourage questioning 
the prevailing 1dea that in traditional 

~ societies men take the decisions and 
women the consequences. Social attitudes 
and rehg1olJs customs that have taken a 
firm hold over the mind have to be re­
examined in the light of the prevailing 
times. the meaningless have to be dis­
carded and the meaningful preserved. 

• Education should help women in under­
standing her own contribution to society 
and enable her take her rightful place in il 

Any programme for improving 
female literacy must bear in mind that a 
general plan for education which does not 
take into account the specific needs of 
wome11 Will ldtl tu y1~ld any resuiL Souo­
economic cond1t1ons in the countryside call 
for flexible hours and curriculum relevant 
to the needs of women. 

DR PADMINI MURTH}' teaches polittcal saence 
ln the Thana College. Thane. Maharashtra 

• 
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~The Maintenance of Freedom 

The tendency of the state and its various organisations, including the police, to gather information 
.about citizens Is nothing new. Liberalism hos, since its earliest beginnings, fought such practices, and 
has achieved significant results. 

The foDowing is extracted from an article 
by Mr. Malagcxli entitled 7he Territorial and 
ideological expansion of, the Uberal lntema-

• tiona/." 

The tendency of the State and its va-
• rious organisations. including the police. 

to gather information aoout citizens so as 
to control them more easily is nothing 

• new. Liberalism has, since its earliest be­
ginnings. fought against such practices, 
and has achfeved significant results, parti­
cularly in the area of legal limitations on 
the powers of the State ana- the legal de­
finition of the citizen's rights of privacy. 
All this. however. has been overturned to­
day by two new developments. 

{_ 

The first arises from a combination of 
the growing and really terrible efficiency 
of the computer and its ability to central­
ise data from various sources. and the 
new and growing presence of the State in 
the life of its citizens .. for example in the 
health service. social services. the own­
ership or lack of means of transport. 
school and professional life. etc. It is reck-

.~ oned that ln Gern'lany today. apart from 
;; any intention of abusing these powers. 
~ there exist about two thousand Items of 
' data about each citizen. 

The other new and terrible factor is 
electronic surveillance which enables any­
one who has the necessary equipment to 

'
1 observe someone· else=s Hfe·even inside his 
:. own domestic walls. An individual's home 
f""' is no longer his castle, as the English 
·~ saying still has it it is a sort .of colander 
·~ which magnetic waves can enter from 

anywhere and even from considerable dis­
tances. All this means that in one. or 
worse. in many State institutions. for ex­
ample in various more or less secret police 
forces. innumerable data are being assem­
bled on each citizen. so as to leave h1m 111 a 
position of inferiority in any dispute he 
may have with the authorities for good or 
bad reasons. 

In addition to this the development of 
large businesses. particularly multi­
nationals: and of banks and insurance 

companies. both national and multi­
national. leave the citizen. so to speak. en­
snared in two nets, one public and one 
private. And yet a third net should prob­
ably be added to these, that of the major 
international criminal organisations. such 
as the Mafia. with access to enormous 
amounts of money and a systematic orga­
nisation. 

Turning for the momen~ to ~e first 
net. that of the State or the police. it has 
also been justly noted that the police of 
different countries are now divided into 
different org,anisatlons more or less public 
or secret. and have dose. more efficient 
and uncontrolled international links. 

All this can be justified in the fight 
against terrorism and against organised 
crime. which is an excellent motive. but 
takes no account of the Independence of 
the citizen. 

Som.e time ago the American FBI de­
cided caQdidly and publicly to include in its 
computers not only all those who had had. 
or had anything to do with the law. but 
also all those who in the eyes of the FBI 
appeared to be "suspect". Public reaction 
in, the USA was so great that the FBI 
apparently abandoned this project. but no 
one can be sure that they have not pur­
sued it in secret 

Giovanni Malagodi 

A final touch is given by the fact thatJn 
both California and Japan technicians are 
working on. and will soon have completed . 
a computer which will have. insf,ead of 
ever more efficient microchips, simply 
suitably altered molecules. This would, it 
appears. enable them to construct a com­
puter of 1 0 cubic centimetres capable of 
storing more data than any existing com­
puter in the USA. S~ch an infernal device, 
once constructed and put eg. on the desk 
of the President of the United States. 
would give the latter more power over hi~· 
people than any tyrant has ever dreanWd 
of. In fact the danger is not limited to the 
collection of data. It can also be found. ~nd 
perhaps even more so. in the possibilizy of 
feeding false data into the computer. ~r of 
not Inserting correct data, thus giving an 
apparently exact. though in fact substan­
tially distorted. picture of an individuaL 

What can be done? That is the problem 
which Uberals posed themselves (at the 
Uberal International Conferentes) in Tel 
Aviv and Madrid. and the answer is politic­
al control. In a form still to be specified. 
for example a specialised "Ombudsman" 
who could guarantee to every citizen ac­
cess to all the data concerning· him, public 
and private so that he can at least check 
the accuracy and the relevance to the re­
quirements of the State or of the private 
organisation in question. The problem 
that is being posed here is thus that of 
individual freedom in a totally new form, 
between a State and private organisations 
equipped with instruments of information 
and control which would have been unim­
aginable twenty years ago. and the citizen 
who wants ever gr9?ter freedom but who 
needs the counter -balance of public pow­
er to defend his freedom. 

We have here. in fact. the traditional 
problem of a division of powers. but going 
beyond the traditional liberal concept. 

The other basic theme discussed in Madrid 
concerned the freedom of communication 
media in a world of free citizens. 
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Here again we confront a problem 
which has been the object of long and bit­
ter liberal battl~ against public organisa­
tions. such as different States and diffe­
rent churches, which until one or two hun­
dred years ago, depending on the particu­
lar circumstances, impeded the free ex­
pression of thought and the free circula­
tion of thought itself an9 of information, 
while for liberalism truth and human 
progress can only arise from the free 
comparison of both ideas and Information. 
Today this principle is recognised in words 
in all free States and even, paradoxically. 
in some States which are anything but 
free. and which ln fact exercise a cen­
sorship which they do not even bother to 
conceal (I am thinking for example of 
South Africa). 

In truth. however. although the means 
of disseminating ideas and information 
are on the one hand strongly developed 
(post. telegraph. telephone. radio. televi­
sion. satellites. etc). on the other hand 
they are subject to substantial control on 
the part of the State or other powerful 
State or private-run bodjes. to an extent 
that would have been inconceivable only 
twenty years ago. Then if the State 
wanted to intervene it had to do so by 
means of censorship laws and openly. 
Now it can use more or less secret admi­
nistrative measures which are extremely 
effective. Both undue interests of political 
bodies and economic interests which are. 
more and more concentrated. in ultra­
powerful hands are moving the same way: 
The distortion of information regarding. 
for example. the quality of products com­
ing out of factories and passing through 
commercial organisations. is a constant 
danger. against which there is no other 
remedy than State Intervention. But to 
make this effective it is essential to ensure 
that the State. and in practice this means 
its executive bodies. is not in its turn 
under undue pressure to close one eye 
when it should have them both open wide. 

Here again what is needed is an ethical 
and political counterweight which could 
perhaps be provided by a qualified 
Ombudsman or by the assumption of re­
sponsibiltiy by corporate bodies. such as 
for example organisations of journalists. 
In some countries this has already been initi­
ated by. for example. the publication of codes 
ofconducl 

I should also h1ghhght. m thJs extremely 
brief outline. the major debate which has 
been going on over the course of the last 
few . years. particularly within the 
f .-amework of Unesco on the so-called 
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"New World Information Order". between 
the Western countries which defend free­
dom of information to the limit. and the 
countries of the Third World. which con­
sider themselves threatened by the exces­
sive power of the media of these Western 
nations. and by the weakness of their own 
organisations for broadcasting ideas and 
news. 

However they do not take account of 
the all too obvious fact that this very 
weakness in part derive_? from ·and in part 
reinforces the suqstantrally totalitarian na­
ture 9f poor governments with more or 
less primitive· means of communication 
and that where they have a monopoly they 
use it solely, or almost exclusively. to 
promote their perceived political or eco­
nomic interests. 

Here again the solution to the problem 
appears to be hard and long: It must be 
based essentially on the maintenance of 
freedom - and therefore of a genuine 
pluralism on the part of those who already 
ef}joy it - and on the gradual ethlcal and 
political education. together with access to 
the necessary human and technical means. 
for those who do not yet have freedom. 

But the response of the countries of the 
Third World. and also of many libertarian 
or liberal elements in the Industrialised 
world. is to question: how free are the 
media in even the industrialised countries? 
Should one not also in these countries In-

traduce measures to prevent the concen; 
tration of the ownership of the media 7 Ta . 
prevent the concentration of indivldllcif 
papers? To eliminate self-interested eco- 1 

nomic influences concerned only With pro-· 
fi t and which opefi!te throughout the.. 
media: that is to say above all the major' • 
multinational companies which can control 
them? Tnere is some truth in this which 
snould not be ignored. and one of the .. 
taskS for liberals is to increase awareness. 
of such dangers and to ensure a growing • 
legal and political defence of freedom and s· 
pluralism even in the free world. . ¢. 

In conclusion. there is another unfortu-. · ~ ' 
nately visible aspect against which the only 1 
remedy is of a cultural and political nature .. 
(and in which therefore schools and uni· ·­
versities have a major part to play) and "''t: 
that is the decline in quality especially in .J •• 
many news and comment programmes. 
Political sectarianism. sensationalism. tne 1 

excessive compression of news and the :.,;' 
prevalence of the visual over the inteflec::- ·i; 
tual on television. and to a certain extent ~) 
and in a different form on radio: all this ~. 1 

constitutes a great danger. particularly for ...... ' 
the young who are already old enough for :. 
political responsibility. ~ 

GIOVANNI MALAGODI is the President of the ~ ! 
Ubera! lntemational 

Peontnan .. . 
setter a 

Sir, If you want to make more 
than Rs. 61,000 a year without any 
qualification. you better join the In­
dian Oil Corporation as a refuelling 
chargeman. According to the annual 
report of the Indian Oil Corporation 
1983-84. a refuelling chargeman 
whose qualifications are given as nil 
in the report draws a gross salary of 
Rs. 61,782! 

The report further says that of 
the 4798 employees drawing more 
than Rs. 3.000 per month.605 are 
peons. khalasis, drivers. chowkidars. 
cookS. etc. A khafias who Jomed the 
IOC on March 3. 1 970 drew in 
I 983-84 Rs. 57.230. A senior peon 

with eighth standard qualification 
gets a salary of Rs. 38.284 and 
another peon with no qualification. 
who joined on October 31. 1969. 
gets a salary of Rs. 39.046. 

Anyone who joined as an Assis­
tant Professor with P.G. qualifica­
tion in a Tamil Nadu College. 
whether he joined in 1962. or 1966 
or 1969 would hardly get Rs. 
28.000 a year today. Even to get 
that. he had to agitate. brave a fort­
mght In j ail and keep shouting for 
wages all the t1me 
TIRUCHI, S. PUSHPAVANAM. 

THE HINDU. July 31, 1985 



·Raids on Personal Freedom 

Dangerous 'Carelessness' 

It Is not a matter of ~apitalism or socialism. It Is one of civlllibetties of all of us. Today it may be 
capitali~s, tom:orrow it may be somebody else. Freedom is indivisible and what can happen to one 
can happen to another. These habits spread. 

My own predilections are very much for 
chasing tax evaders and getting tax re­
venues and I have a very selfish reason for 
this. It is that executives and professionals 
like me. with very limited incomes and 
· :;surdly high taxes have suffered for the 
last thirty years from massive tax evasion 
by millionaires. In the list of income tax 
payers I never find the names of those 
who are in the highest bracket Only hon­
est citizens with middle class incomes are 
mulcted. I have no doubt that if gevern­
ment haq done its business all theSe years 
and collected money from those who 
owed it. the rate of taxation could have 
come down very much more and it can 
come down even more tOday. I am there.­
fore very much in sympathy with anyone 
who wants to collect whatever is legiti­
mately due. 
Wanted 'Investigation· not 'Raids' 

How is this very worthy objective to be 
pursued? In civilised and democratic coun­
tries raids are unknown. Investigation is 
the word. When income tax or other tax 
authorities suspect evasion. they watch. 
they use their powers of detection. make 
enquiries and. at a certain stage. they go 
to the party concerned and in a very quiet. 
almost secret way say: 'Mr. X. we suspect 
that you are evading your liabilities. We 
don't want to make a noise: we don't want 
to disrupt your business if you will kindly 
cooperate with us by opening up your 
books and showrng us things we want to 
investigate, If ;ou do that we have no de­
c;ire £O Interfere with the normal course of 
your work · And if the investigation re­
veals that the suspicion was well-founded. 
of course proper proceedings are then 
taken. This is done in civilised countries 
which know how to collect taxes. 

In England there was one case where. I 
believe. a kind of raid took place and on 
that Lord Denning. a great pillar of justice. 

said from the Bench: 
"No one would wish that any of those 
who defraud the Revenue should go 
free. They should be found out and 
brought to justice. But it is fundamental 
in our law that the means which are 
adopted to this end should be lawful 
means. The means must not be such as 
to offend against the personal freedom. 
the privacy and the elemental rights of 
property." 

We are all familiar with the statement 
that the Englishman's home is his castle. 
Our's evidently are bazaars where anyone 
can walk in and out at will. The position in 
India was well described by Mr. Nani Pal­
khivala in his recent budget speech. I am 
glad that that speech had the effect of at 
least making Delhi back down to a minor 
extent Describing the manner in which 
raids are conducted, Mr. Patkhivala said: 

"The manner is by now too well-known 
- a multi-pronged military-style opera­
tion. exercising powers of search and 
seizure. arrest and detention. in a way 
well calculated to bully and browbeat a 
docile section of society into submis­
sion. To interrogate. or continue the in­
terrogation of. citizens deliberately into 
the dark hours of the night is indefensi­
ble. Setting aside a requisition order 
which was enforced at night Justice 
Tendulkar said. The dark hours of the 
night are associated in the public mind 
with dark deeds. and there is no reason 
why the legitimate activities of the gov­
ernment cannot be earned out in broad 
daylight'" 

So. there is here a contrast in the 
method of'f.low to pursue the revenues 
which are sought to be evaded There is a 
civil ised and democratic method and there 

Minoo Masani 

is the method of bullies and dictators. We 
seem to prefer the latter. 

Raids are State Terrorism 
It is true that on April 17 the finance 

Minister·beat a retreat by saying that no 
instructionS'1'iad been issued on the man­
ner of conducting these raids. I am not 
very impressed with ithe retraction. I ob­
ject to the principle of the raids. It is an act 
of State terrorism which is indefensible. 
Mr. Palkhivala quite rightly said in his 
speech that rules are "periodically .m?de 
and unmade by the Central Board of Re­
venue and the fact that they are laid on 
the table of the House of Parliament 'Is a 
meaningless and misleading ritual." The 
Indian Express in its editorial of April 19 
put it very well when it said: "It is a pity 
that the Qovernment has had to come out 
with rules that should be observed as a 
matter of course in any civilised society. 
For example. it is shameful that raiding 
officials must be bound t)y a rule before 
they will permit the individual to send for 
a medical practitiOner to attend to him if 
he is ill. It is also strange that a similar 
firman has to be issued on how to treat 
ladies and school-children. These features 
do not speak highly of the Government's 
confidence in its own officials." 

There are many things happening these 
days which cause me concern about the 
carelessness of those in authority with the 
rights of the ci tizen. I call it carelessness 
because I do not know how deliberate it is. 
I think it comes from a disregard for 
democratic values. I will give you three 
examples of thiS whJch snow that th1s ts 
not an isol~ted instance and. when we 
protest against it. its time we did so be­
cause these bad habits are contagious and 
can spread. 
Innocent Until Proved Guilty 

The first was the Rama Swarup case 
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ly. was signed by 1.47.000 women. These 
women who met the Prime Minister w~n: 
not mere flotsam and jetsam. They baa 
considerable mass support behind them· 
from women. both Muslim and others. 
They told him that the Bill militated 
against the equality of the sexes. Repoft:.,. 
ing this. The Sunday Observer of April 20 
said: "Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi re­
portedly feels that equal rights for women 
and maintenance for divorcees are 'essen­
tially western concepts· not applicable to 
India." 

some months ago. This man was being The Indian Express of December 21. 1 985 
charged with espionage of some kind. The reported Mr. Ansari as saying in the Lok 
police filled the.press with libellous state- Sabha that ··this was nothing short ofjudi­
ments with the result that he was called a cial dishonesty and amounted to degrad­
spy even before tl'.c trial had started. A ing the Supreme Court. The Chief Justice 
kind of vindictive campaign went on as in of the Supreme Court was too small a 
Moscow where trials are held before they man to interpret Islamic law. He is !ncom­
even go to court and people are pro- petent to enter this field." One would have 
nounced guilty. This was exactly what thought that this was contempt of court 
happened. A man is presumed innocent of the highest degree. What did our Prime 
until proved guilty. That applies to Rama Minster say? Addressing the All India 
Swarup. Mr. S.L. Kirloskar or any of us. Momin Conference in New Delhi the Prime 
But the way the press has been influenced Minister said: "I do nor think that the 
or infiltrated by the Intelligence people is statements were intended to denigrate 
quite disgraceful. I am very glad that in the judiciary,"· This not only shows a lack Rajiv Gandhi's remark about equal 
the Kirlosl<ar case my socialist friend N.G. of proper respect for the courts on the rights for women being a 'western con­
Goray protested. It ts not a matter of capi- part of Mr. Ansari but also Mr. Rajiv Gan- cept' evoked a sharp response from the 
talism or socialism. It is one of civil fiber- dhi. A man who can defend such a state- delegation members who pointed out that 
ties of all of us. Today it may be the capi- ment from one of his ministers cannot be democracy itself was a western concept 
talists. tomorrow it may be somebody trusted with the liberties of our people. I and so were the concepts of a sovereign 
else. Freedom is indivisible and what can think he has shown a carelessness about parliament. independent judiciary and re-. 
happen to one can happen to another. judicial independence which is frightening. sponsible executive. If he did not find fault.'( 
These habits spread. with any of them. then why should onlY.~ 
Denigrating the Judiciary Carelessness About Fundamental the women be made to suffer in the name!· 

The second example was the lack of re- Freedoms of 'lndianness'? The Prime Minister re· 
spect for the judiciary shown by the Prime But a worse indication of this trend was portedly kept quiet on this," ·-;, 
Minister some time earlier. It will be recal- the Prime Minister's remark to a delega- Just think. Anything that is not conve:o 
led that Mr. Z.A. Ansari. Union Minister of tion representing six women's organisa- nient to the government of the day be.·"· 
State. made some very ·obscene remarks tions that petitioned him against the Mus- comes a western concept to be discaro~Q . . 
in Parliament about tne Supreme ~ourt. lim Women's BilL The petition. incidental- What then are we to believe in -orienta!~-:' 

~AP··~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
a 111 

Thef!mptiness and sterility of officfal Dear Colleagues forces on us a re-analysis of 
Communist jargon have been the butt of On the Other hand plays a tangible part in forming 
innumerable anecdotes. The following example Likewise requires detalJed definition of 
comes from a samizdat magazine. Nasz G/os. rn Let us. however. not forget that in this way helps us to prepare and realise ' 
Lodz (Poland): siriu7ar aids circulate in Czech Everyday practice proves that safeguards the participation of a large group Iii' j 
Hungarian. Rumanian. Russian and. dozens of The significance of these problems needs no the formation of 
other languages of the Soviet lfnian and other further justification. since fulfils an important role in the elaboration of 
Cof!lmunist countries. True. one can equally Multifarious and rich experi~nce facilitates to a greater degree the creation of 
imagine this kind of handbook being prepared The concern of the organistfon. and causes an appreciation of the Importance of 
for the use of Western polftidans (or soldiers). 
There is. however, one important difference: particularly represents an interesting attempt to verify 
even a much more violent satire on liberal Higher ideological assumptions. and also entails a process of familiarisation and 
democratic phraseology would be published II modernisation of 
freely- whereas in the Communist countries it the performance of the tasks laid down in the IV 
can ?ppear only in samizdat. and when programme existing administrative and financial condftions. 
anybocly tries to share the joke with a friend. the scope and p!ace of training of cadres further directions of development ..... 
he or she risks a prison sentence on charges of the constant quantitative growth and the range a system of general participation 
'indtement'. of our activity the positions of the participants ln relation to 

The activist's thesaurus 
Choose at random a phrase from section 
one. link it to any phrase from section 
two. likewise With ~ections three and four 
and you will have an all purpose speech 
There are ten thousand combinations. 
which is enough for forty hours. 

the present position of the organisation the tasks imposed by the organisation 
a new model of organisational activity new propositions 
the constant informational ad propagandistic directions for progressive training 
safeguarding of our work a system of schooling for cadres which 
the relnforcment and developm_ent of the corresponds to needs 
structures 
consultation With the work·force at large 
mstituting general action for the formation of 
fundamentals 

appropriate conditions for activauon 
a developmental model 
forms of functioning. • 

Courtesy: Index on Censorship 

.. ~ . .. /. . . .P~~· • :. , .... . 
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despotism? Are we g01ng back to Moghul 
Raj? 

Of course equal rights for women is a 
western concept. The whole of the Con­
stitutron of India whfch we framed is 
based on western concepts. We got it 
from Britain. Amerlca and all the other 
western democracies. So. we are benefit­
ing from western concepts. What about 
western technology which the Prime 
Minister speaks so much? Are we to go 
back to the bullock cart because every­
thing else is western? What about the 
computer and the silicon chip? Discard 
them because they are western? What 
arrant nonsense! 

So coming back to the recent ·raids·. it 
is not an isolated phenomenon. It is one of 
many indications of a mind which is care­
less about fundamental freedoms. I will 
not put it any further because I would like 
to think these ''off-the-cuff' remarks of 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi are thoughtless. not de­
liberate. 
An Ugly Proclivity 

As I said earlier. we are against all ter­
rorism. But the terrorism of the State is 

the worst of all. This is what Mahatma 
Gandhi had to say: 

"There is no violence as evil as the vio­
lence of the Government All other vio­
lence can be forgiven. understooq or 
controlled but when the Government 
becomes violent and dominates and 
oppresses the people. that Is the most 
foul kind of violence." 
And that is what is now comrng to light. 

This is State violence of the worst kind. 
Whether it is legal or illegal is beside the 
point. It should be struck down. Mr. Pal­
kilivala said at his Budget meeting that 
some of the provisions are unc;onstitution­
al. So Is the Muslim Bill. Mr. Soli Sorabjee 
and other jurists in Delhi have said that 
the Bill is unconstitutional. 

So this proclivity to indulge in unconsti­
tutional acts till the courts pull them up 
and then to go for the courts and try to 
change the judgement of the court as in 
the Shah Bano case is a very ugly kind of 
phenomenon: It has happened in India be­
fore. during the Emergency. If we are not 
vigilant we will get another kind of viola­
tion of the C6nstitution without that label. 

Thin End of the Wedge 

It should be remembered that the present 
Prime Minister supported the Emergency. 
That is another indication of what dangers 
we are facing. 

Our concern is not necessarily with the 
businessmen who are involved although 
they deserve our sympathy. but as citizens 
they have rights and we want to see that 
those rights are preserved. One of .the vic­
tims of Nazi tyranny once said something 
like this: 'First they came for the Jew and I 
did not protest: then they came for the 
communist and I did not protest: then 
they came for the liberal and I did not 
protest: then they came for me and no­
body protested.' This exactly is what hap­
pens if citizens think that 'the other fellow 
can suffer. I am allrfght. · We are not 
allright- This threat £an extend from one 
class of people to another until nobody is 
safe. 

What we are witnessing today are raids which are more fn tune with the 1ype of governments run by 
ldi Am in of Uganda and Marcos of the Philippines. 

It is the duty of the government to en­
force the law of the land. Nobody can dis­
pute it. When there is violation of the law. 
and evasion of taxes the Government has 
to take action. In the case of the recent 
raids. it is not the objective but the 
method which is in dispute. 

What are the types of offences against 
which this action has been taken? First. 
there is evasion of taxes. direct or. in re­
cent years indirect. by way of Central Ex­
cise and Custor.1s Duty. Then there is 
violation of FERA (Foreign Exchange Reg­
ulations Act). The offenders are the smug­
glers. the anti-sacral elements who cause 
crores of rupees of tosses to the country. 
Newspaper interviews are given by smug­
glers who openly dare the government to 

touch them and say 'All of you politicians 
come like beggars to our doors at night 
asking for money.' So these people are not 
touched. 

Then there are the producers of wealth 
in the form of goods and services who 
conceal their income or evade taxes. But it 
is becoming more and more difficult to 
catch them because the administration it­
self is, by and large. very dishonest That is 
the main reason. The people who are sup­
posed to control this administration are 
either dishonest. or if they are honest. 
they are not competent enough to make 
this admini$1:ration work. 

The Manipulators 
Then there are the producers who are 

the manipulators. Tllis manipulation. par-

M.R.Pai 

ticularly of foreign exchange, takes place 
because of government's foreign ex­
change policy. For instance. why should a 
dollar quote at Rs. 12.00 or so when it is 
worth Rs. 17.00 in the free market? 
Therefore. there is a lot of manipulation 
and dishonesty because of government's 
policy of an artificially priced dollar etc. 
Moreover. the government policy itself is 
not only confused but downright idiotic. 
Just one instance: You see full-page adver­
tisements in the dailies offering trips to 
shoppers· paradises lrke Dubal. Hong Kong 
and Singapore and you are given a Re­
serve Bank permit for $500.00 foreign 
travel allowance. now once in three year-s. 
Government customs department charges 
customs duty when people return with 
thousands or lakhs of Rupees worth of 
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100ds. But nobody has the brains to ask 
hem how. they went out of India with 
>500. they could bring back goods worth 
housands of dollars! Are the other de­
>artments of government sleepmg? This 
;hows that government policy itself is 
:onfused. as well as contradictory. And the 
·eason for this is the craze and lust for 
JOwer and patronage of the politician and 
the bureaucrats to fix an artificial foreign 
exchange rate and controls. If there were 
to be a free market in foreign exchange. 
then there would be no need for these 
manipulations nor any need for com­
pensatory payments. Indians going abroad 
buy thousands of dollars worth of goods 
and the relations of people who are work­
ing abroad get money here at Rs. 17 a 
dollar! 

Today, because there is such a policy. 
the signature of a bureaucrat or of a 
politician behind him is worth Rs. 5.00 on 
every piece of paper where a dollar is 
~1ven by the government and the country 
loses. 

Confused Laws 

In our productive sysrem with this type ot 
law. how do you expect people to comply 
with the law? Though wrong. people seek 
shortcuts in order to survive. 

Then there is honest dispute over int"€r­
pretation of law as has happened in some 
cases. It might interest you to know it is 
not only in the private sector but even in 
the public sector there has been honest 
difference m the mterpretation of excise 
and other laws. Will the government ra1d 
them? If it 1s to be done under the present 
philosophy not only the board of directors 
of these public sector companies but the 
entire cabfnet will also have to be arrested 
because they are technically responsible 
for the public sector in this country! Th1s 
is the new jurisprudence we are develop­
ing in our haste to try to show results. 

And then. of course. there 1s the worst 
category - the combination of the pro­
fessional politician. the corrupt bureaucrat 
and the corrupt middleman. who between 
rflem manipulate the entire system. They 
are the worst offenders of the law. 

Harassment or Golden Treatment? 
Then there is infraction of law by the As Mr. Minoo Masani rightly points out. 

producer because the law itself is very ttiere are no raids in a democracy. only 
confused. Take for instance the so-called investigations. What we are witnessing to­
Modvat It is an excellent concept but it day are raids which are more in tune with 
has been introduced in a great hurry be- the type of governments run by ldi Amin 
cause our bureaucrats think they know of Uganda and Marcos of the Philippin~s. I 
everything under the sun. They don't want donl think this country is a suitable place 
ta consult the people who are affected by for this type of operation by the govern­
lt Nothing would have been lost if the ment. In Parliament a minister said that 
people who are affected like small indus- there were some allegations of harass­
trlalists and others had been consulted. ment. misuse of powers and unnecessary 

, You eon't have to take their advice but publicity and all such complaints had been 
you ·can at least consult them: find their found baseless on enquiry. Mr. S.l. Kirlos­
difficulties and bring a law which is in the kar. an old man of 84. was called and 
public interest. Now the law is so confused interrogated from 7.50 p.rn. to 3 a.m. o_n 
that for one month production came to a 9th December 1985. Do you call th1s 
standstill and even today the people who h~rassment or .golden treatment? If Mr. 
are supposed to enforce the law. even the · Kirloskar has VIO!ated ~e law of the land 
excise people, don't know how to apply you proceed agamst _h1m ~nder due p~o­
the law! With such confused laws. natural- cess of law_ and pumsh h1m. but not m­
ly In the production process there ls ln- terrogate him from 7.50 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
fraction of law. 

Let me give you an idea of the hilarious 
situations which develop. Some years ago, 
in one sugar factory 2 kilos of sugar were 
stolen. The employee was caught and he 
was charge·sheeted. Next day there was a 
notice from the excise men charging the 
factory with evading excise duty on 2 kilos 
of sugar which was stolen by the em 
ployee! Today what has happened is that 
the piddling excise inspector has become 
more powerful than the Chief Justice of 
India. If he raises a demand you have to 
pay the money first then you have to 
appeal. You don't have any legal redress. 
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The question I want to ask the Finance 
Minister. every Cabinet member and every 
member of the raiding party is this: if you 
had a father who 1s 84 years old would 
you have treated him in this manner? Was 
Mr. Kirloskar going to run away from the 
country in the morning? Interrogations 
are done during day time not at night I 
am not referring to the rude behaviour 
and other things because rudeness is 
something you take for granted from tlie 
Indian bureaucracy till the day they retire 
and in retirement wait outside the door of 
industrialists for jobs for themselves and 

their children. This is the rule of the 
general run of Indian bureaucrats. 

Look at the publfcity as if Mr. Kirloskar 
was the greatest criminal of this century 
in thts country. Now. is thiS the type of 
treatment you give to people who have 
contributed for generations to the econo­
mic growth of India? Our politicians are 
labouring under a misconception. They 
boast of their father and grandfather hav­
ing rendered great servtce to the country. 
It is not.only the politicians but thousands 
of citizens who have worked in the house­
hold. in the factories and elsewhere and 
made sacrifices for the development of 
the country. But they do not boast about 
their contributions as the politicians do 

Take the case of the Voltas executives. 
Here is a statement by the Chairman of 
Voltas and judge for yourself whether this 
is the method to be followed in a democracy: 

··ouring the many hours of search and 
over the 70 hours of subsequent inter­
rogation (excluding 1 00 hours of being 
left waiting) which stretched into the 
small hours of the morning. the em­
ployees of Voltas were prevented from 
communicating with any pecson outside 
the Establishment and were denied the 
benefit of legal advice as well as the use 
of telephones. 'The interrogation was 
conducted. at times in an atmosphere of 
mtimidation and stress. the employees 
being repeatedly reminded of the dire 
consequences of non-cooperation. The 
contents of the statements obtained 
from the employees under such condi­
tions of stress were largely influenced 
and guided by the officials. and no 
copies of these statements were fur­
nished to the employees despite their 
request." 
I am not a lawyer but I believe you can­

not proceed even against a criminal unless 
you have furnished him first with the 
charge sheet against him. 

··on 17th February five senior execu­
tives called by the Excise officials. ostens­
ibly for interrogation. were suddenly in­
formed that they were under arrest." 
according to the Voltas Chairman. Is this 
the method that a democracy follows? 
These raids are the thin end of the wedge. 

The advice received by a client from his 
solicitors and others is professional advice. 
It is not ethical to disclose 1t. These papers 
were seized. Even worse. the Finance 
Minister misled pari!Qment by quoting 
some paper from tl1e solicitor which had 
no relevance to the case under question! It 
is unfortunate that no rnernber of Parlia-



ment has brought this up and charged the 
Finance Minister With breach of privilege 
for misleading the House. 

Timid Businessmen 

Look at the pressl)re which is being 
built on the business houses. Ac-cording to 
my informa~on. there is a case where no­
thing has been found but they have been 
Jumped together with dealers and agents 
and others who have nothing to do with 
them and shown as if they are the guilty 
party; they are also being pressurised to 
give statements ..that they have done 
something wrong even though they have 
not done anything wrong. People are 
being threatened that if they don't confess 
to crimes they did not commit they will be 
dealt' with. Why? Because the government 
must save its face. Having done something 
wrong. do more wrong things in order to 
justify the original wrong. It is unfortun­
ate that our business people are so timid. 
Otherwise they-wouta have complained to 
Amnesty International for Violation of hu­
man rights because India is a signatory to 
the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights. 
They would have also taken action against 
the officers In courts of law for exceeding 
their brief. 

Recently I was reading the Central Vigi­
lance Commissioner's Report and was 
thrilled to find that there were several 
catego~es of offences by officers when 
they violate the rights of the citizens. If 
only under these the officers are charged, 
we will find that politicians will drop them 
like hot potatoes because politicians al­
ways want to save their own skin. Arid the 
officers, I am sorry to say, have exceeded 
their brief. 

Recently. we are told . .ground rules for 
raids h~ve been announced. These ground 
rules are nothing bl)t a charter of confes­
sion of the sins committed by the adminis­
tration against the citizen. Can you im­
agine! Schoolboys may be allowed to go 
after their bags are searched! That means 
there have been many cases where even 
children have been harassed; that house­
wives must be aliowed to have their food. 
That means there have been many cases 
where injustice has been perpetrated 
against them. We should have no sym­
pathy with people who evade taxes. But if 
we have concern for civil liberties an.d the 
freeeom of the citizen. in a democracy 
ther e are ways and ways of properly deal­
ing with tax evasion _and .other economic 
offences. without harassing housewives 
and children and citilens. 

l would like to draw me attention of the 
authorities fo a sloka from the Manabnar-

ata which means, "Even when there are a 
thousand cows. the little one. the calf, 
goes only in search of its own mother. 
Likewise. every action 'that we do comes 
back In search of us". 

Today X. V or Z is in power. But power 
is not something stable and permanent 
Tomorrow they may be on the streets. 
And, if you brutalise the administration to­
day. when you are in power. if you r.~ake 
them behave in an unciVilised manner. the 
same people will come and bite you in the 
way you have set them on the citizens 
today. This is something that has b~n re­
peatedly proved by history. 
Crooked Politicians 

And now I ask the main question: Why 
js it that these raids are confined only to 
business houses? What about the politi­
cians? EveryQne knows that the worst 
crooks in this country are the politicians. 
In fact it will not be wrong to say that 
most of our politicians are so crooked in 
their thinking and behaviour that if you 
drive a nail into their head it comes out 
like a screw! 

I want to ask another question: Why is 
:tt today that the major area of violation of 
FERA which is northern Bihar and north­
~rn U.P. are completely excluded from the 
purview of this Act? Do you know that 
thousands of crores of textiles and elec­
tronic goods and other things are coming 
via NepaJ from these areas? There are no 
raids there because the Excise or D.R.I. 
officer will not return home if he goes for 
a raid there. And he knows it too well. 

asked for suggestions there is a report In 
the Times of lndja where it says that ''out 
of 32.442 contestants at the-General Elec­
tions to the Lok Sabha and certain Legisla- -
tive Assemblies in 1984-85. 30,980 only 
had filed reports. What about the rest? 
Does this not attract the attention of the 
government? Here is a flagrant violation 
of the law by the politicians. Or once &gain 
don't you read in the papers every now 
and then that this or that politician went 
to London. Moscow or New York for 
medical treatment? 

Has anybody as~ed these politicians 
going abroad for medical treatment 
where they are getting their foreign ex­
change? From the $500 given by theRe­
serve Bank? As a matter of fact. even t.q 
accept the hospitajjty of a cup of tea 
abroad is a violation of FERA if FERA is to 
be strictly interpreted. 

In other words, politicians are exempt 
from raids. And politicians in this countf:Y 
have a notion that they are superior. that 1 

they are above the law. that they should 
not be questioned. We the public are the 
Kuchra of this country who can be treated 
like dirt 

Two Suggestions 

I would like to make two concrete sug­
gestions: Let every politician who is an 
elected representative of tl1e people, and 
who is in power file an affidavit stating 

~. 

that he does not have either in his name or t 

his spouse's name a foreign exchange 
account except one authori.sed by the Re­
serve Bank of India. Let him give a state­

There is a saying in Sanskrit: "For ment of his income and wealth certified by ·­
whom is the body not dear?" It Is dear to a Chartered Accountant to be laid on the 
everyone of us including Excise and DRI Table of Parliament The second sugges­
officers. So. there are no raids there. What tion is for the public. If the government 
is worse. there is a nexus between the does not take any action against the politi­
politicians and the 1criminals in those areas. clans then it is high time that the people of 
So the moment there Is a raid there. poli- this country defend democratic traditions 
tical pressure will be applied on the Gov- by setting up a Citizens' Committee for 
ernment Clean Public Life and collect all informa-

l am not exaggerating. In a documented tion about the politicians and their viola­
report by Kuldip Nayar in The Sunday tion of the Law and place it before the 
Observer of March 16. it is mentioned . court of public opinion. And let the politi­
that in Dhan~ad area, Coal India Ltd, is -cians drag this committee to a court of 
looted day in and day out by the mafia law and prove the Committee wrong. It is 
gangs; In fact there i.s no government in time that the people of ~is country took 
this area except by the courtesy of these the initiative so that democratic traditions 
mafia gangs. Why are there no raids are respected and maintained. 
there? 

Let me give you another example be­
cause the Finance Minister says "You point 
out the politicians. We shall catch them." It 
is not our function to point out corrupt 
politicians. The administration is pa1d d 

salary 1o tfo the jbb. But smce they have 

M.R. PAll~ a non-partisan pulJ/ic affairs 
commentator. 

• 
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· Profiles of Indian Liberals 

The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri 
D. Anjaneyulu 

''It makes all the difference in the world whether we put forth truth in the first place or in the second place.·· 
Whatley · 

"'The rnterescrng quescion m connection wtth compromtse obviously wrns upon the placmg of the boundary that divides wise suspense in forming 
opinions. wise reserve in expressmg them. and wtse tardmess in trymg to realise them. from unavowed disingenuousness and self-illusion. from 
voluntary dissJmulattOn. and from mdolence and pussillanimity ... 

The Montagu-Chelmsord Reforms. in­
corporated in the Government of India 
Act. 1919. providing for the experiment 
of diarchy in the provinces. and limited 
lndianisation at the Centre. had the sup­
port and blessings of the Indian Liberals. 
But the one person who contributed most 
to their evolution. without himself being. a 
personal beneficiary thereof. was Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale's greatest disciple and 
successor the Right Honourable V.S. Srini­
vasa Sastri. 

Polit ical Moderation 
The most important thing about Sastri­

was that he was a true liberal - more 
aptly spelt with a small T. in his case. than 
a capital letter. There were quite a few 
leaders of the Indian Liberal Federation in 
their time. but not many of them who had 
imbibed the 'genuine spirit of Western 
liberalism and integrateCI it with the 
genius of their own native tradition. 'Mod­
eration· was for him not merely a political 
attitude but an article of faith and a way 
of life. It could be seen in his speeches and 
writings, in his dealings with men and 
affairs alike. in his private transactions as 
in his public activities. Almost like Mahat­
ma Gandhi. he had only a single code of 
conduct to guide him in both the spheres. 
though that code was not always identical 
with that of the Mahatma's. 

After a brilliant academic career. within 
the limited opportunities available to him 
in the mofussil town of Kumbakonam 
(graduating with distinction. while still in 
his teens). young Sastri started his career 
as a schoolmaster. His family's poverty 
was proverbial. as we learn from his able 
and devoted biographer (P. Kodanda 
Rao). He could not afford even an upper 
cloth to cover his naked shoulders while at 
college. and his mother had to decline a 
gift of mangoes. from a friendly neigh­
bour. for want of the resources to buy the 
measure of salt to pickle them with and 
common salt could not be accepted as a 
gift. according to traditional beliefs. His 
early flair for English speech and familiar-

ity with the Sanskrit classics, aided by an 
admirable clarity of thinking and lucidity 
of exposition. marked him out as a suc­
cessful teacher in more than one school. 
But the comparatively humdrum existence 
of a pedagogue could hardly satisfy the 
deeper stirrings within his personality. 
which was drawn to the wider field of 
public work. The letter he addressed to his 
idol. Gokhale. when he attended the Vara­
nasi Sessipn of the Indian National Con­
gress (presided over by the latter). seeking 
admission to the Servants of India Society. 
sets out his credentials and modest aspira­
tions in a. factual and dispassionate man­
ner: 

"I am a schoolmaster in Triplicane. with 
about 17 years' service. I graduated 
B.A .. in 1888, and now am 37 years old. 
My age. I fear. may be against me. as I 
may not have many years more to give 
to the service of my country. Nor have I 
the confidence that I can do very much 
in the few years that lie before me. 
Such as f am. however. I offer myself 
and hope to be accepted. I don't write 
this letter under an impulse of the mo-

John Viscount Morley 

ment; but the idea has been long in my 
mind. and it was for this purpose chieflY 
that I made up my mind to come here 
as a delegate." 

He was, indeed. accepted into the socie­
ty a year or so later. Gokhale himself 
administering him the oath in a Calcutta 
residence. an event which was to remain 
memorable for Sastri till the end of his 
life. He never looked back since. financial 
hardships and family problems notwith­
standing. He soon made a mark as a public 
speaker and was nominated to the Provin­
cial Legislative Council. where he took a 
special interest in matters educational. the 
living conditions of primary school 
teachers. the medium of instruction in 
schools. the desirability of co-education 
and the place of religious instruction, to 
which he was staunchly opposed. An im­
penitent lover of the English language 
then as later. he was. however. farsighted 
as an experienc~d teacher. to plead for a 
switchover to the regional language as 
medium of instruction in schools. decades 
before the strident generatipn of language 
enthusiasts discovered this populist slo­
gan. Unlike other nominated members. he 
kept his own counsel and chose to vote 
according to the dictates of his conscience. 
irrespective of the risk of official displea­
sure. 

With the death of Gokhale in 1 915. 
Sastri was called upon to shoulder greater 
responsibilities in the national sphere. in­
cluding the. Presidentship of the Servants 
of India Society. Before long. he was 
elected to the Indian Legislative Council. 
where he compelled immediate attention 
by his persuasive eloquence, strengthened 
by a sure grasp of the subjects coming up 
for discussion. The visit during the war 
period of the new Secretary of State for 
India. Mr. E.S. Montagu. marked a turning 
point in the public career of Sastri. as well 
as the political fortunes of this country. 
Montagu was. perhaps. the most sym­
pathetic and high-minded and far-seeing 
Secretary of State for India. whose youth-
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ful radicalism had not yet been soured by 
th_e inevit:a~le disappointments that go 
With a political career. He was determined 
to do something for India. with whose 
state of administration he was hardly 
satisfied. 

"Responsive'' or "Responsible" 
In Sastri, he found not only an able and 

level-headed spokesman of an influential 
point of view. but a man after his own 
heart He was then known. and justly so.as 
an extremist among the Moderates. just 
the type that Montagu would like. in pre­
ference to the moderates among the- ex­
tremists. Sastri was then in favour of the 
Congress-League Scheme of "Responsive" 
cabtnet in preference to the "Responsible" 
executive envisaged by Montagu. But he 
made it clear that he would be prepared to 
accept any scheme which fulfilled the fol­
lowing conditions: 1 ) Elements and 
guarantee of progress in the scheme: 2) 
Substantial steps. not hedged round by 
stipulations: 3) Assurance of fiscal liberty: 
and 4} Unqualified racial equality. 

Though he was not quite satisfied with 
some of the features of diarchy. he recon­
dled himself to the measure. which. he 
felt. was an advance on the last. There was 
room for improvement and h1s unbound­
ed goodwill for the author of the scheme 
left him ·In no doubt about his duty in the 
matter. He saw a kindred spirit in Mont.a­
gu and expected great things from him. if 
only the fates were kind. The coming into 
existence of responsible Ministers for the 
.. transferred" half in the provinces 
(though the "reserved" half continued to 
be "unresponsible" and "invulnerable") 
and the appointment of two or three Indi­
ans to the Viceroy's Executive Council (Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru taking over as Law 
Member) was Indeed a substantial mea­
sure of progress in the right direction. Sir 
S.P.Sinha was taken as Under-Secretary of 
State at the India Office. and after being 
raised to peerage, sent to India as the first 
Indian Governor of Bihar. Sastri had 
reason to be happy about all these de­
velopments. though he neither sought nor 
expected any offical preferment for him­
self. He was content to be a member of 
the Committee to frame rules under the 
1919 Act. in which capac1ty he dJd useful 
work. He was always heard with respect. 
by the opposition and the government 
alike. in the Imperial Legi~ 'ative Council 
and in the Cn11ncil of <ltatP 

Constitutional Methods 
While he did not see eye to eye with the 

"extra-constitutional" methods of boycott 
and non-cooperation adopted by Congress 
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and Gandhi (who thought the government 
'satanic' and its writ a 'lawless' law). he 
was not altogether out of sympathy with 
the basic ideals that they had set before 
themselves. He could never be diverted 
from his deep-rooted faith in methods of 
constitutional agitation. which was not for 
him. at least. a convenient alibi for person­
al cowardice. He was often critical of the 
policies of the Government. on Salt Tax. 
on services and on the role of the 
bureaucracy. which could nullify the subst­
ance of the reforms by its tardiness and 
prevarication. No extremist could have 
~n more unequivocal and outspoken in 
his exposure of the policy of repression, 
then represented, among other things. by 
the Rowlatt Act. and not mind incurring 
the wrath of the govemment. He had to 
pay the price for his refusal to t:>e silent by 
being passed over for membership of the 
Vicer.ov·s Executive CQuncil ln favour of 
Sir B.N. Sarma. Hardwords break no 
bones. was his motto. but he did not hesi­
tate to tell the powers that be a thing or­
two when he felt that it was In the best 
public interest to do so. Describing the 
temper of the people (maybe after the Jal­
lianwalabagh tragedy) at a party given by 
the Viceroy in his honour on the eve of his 
departure for England. he could say: 

"We have never seen In India such a 
wreck of hope and faith in the govern­
ment of the day. We have never seen 
such a total wr-eckJf faith in the people 
as today.' ' 
And yet, in the course of his speeches in 

London, he could give voice to his unshak­
able faith in the ultimate values of liberty, 
eq~ality and human fellowship that In­
spired the British Empire. transrending 
the boundaries of geography and national­
ity and the distinctions of race. colour and 
creed. As a delegate to the Imperial Con­
ference. he was able to get the prinCiple of 
racial equality accepted, desp1te Sout:lJ 
Africa's dissenting vote. He followed it by 
canvassing the idea in all the Dominions 
like Canada and British Columbia. Austra­
lia and New Zealand. 

Ideals Of Empire 
Sastri's resounding success in his speak­

ing tours as "orator of the Empire .. was as 
much due to his lofty idealism as to his 
unequalled mastery of the English lan­
guage. which he could speak with the 
purest of accents .::od d lllt.!ULuluus ~nse 
of its nabve idiom. Even more Important 
than this was his perfect suitability to the 
cause of the Empire. whose eth1cal found· 
ations wer.e being shaken by Gandhi ;md 
his mass civil disobedience in the form of 

non-violent non-cooperation. By nis com­
parative freedom from official patronage 
and his political integrity and personal sac­
rifice, unquestioned even by the bitterest 
of his opponents. he was found more 
effective than many others as a spokes­
man for the ideals upheld. at least in 
theor:y, by the British rulers. but really 
more honoured by them in the breach 
than in the observance of them outside of 
their own country. He was exploited to 
the utmost as an image-builder par excell­
ence for the Empire by its political mana­
gers of his day. 

It would. however. be too hasty of any 
student of public affairs to write off Sastri 
for the naivety of his imperial eloquence. 
Tt)ere was an element of political delibera­
tion. no less than of intellectual sophistica­
tion. in his attempt to put the Englishman 
on his honour and leave him with the 
choice of living up to his own built-up im­
age in India and elsewhere or have It shat­
tered in the eyes of the world. He knew 
enough of the imperial game to be able to 
tell his audience in Canada, in a rare fit of 
loud thinking:-

"lts (the Empire's) strength has been 
built upon our weakness. its riches have 
been accumulated by keeping us poor. 
its power in the world has been possible 
because we were a subject nation. and 
because our strength could be used, 
subordinated to their strength." 

Indians In South Africa 
It was his life-long commitment to the 

concept of equality of citizenship and con- · 
cern for the well-being of Indians overseas 
that made him accept the only pffidal 
position he ever occupied under the • 
government-that of the Agent-General 
for India in So"~., Africa. during the years 
1927-29. ou •• ng his brief stay in South 
Africa. which was extended at the request 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Sastri functioned not 
so much as an official representative. 
wh1ch he could not help being technically. 
at any rate. or a dvil servant. which he 
never could be, but as a rultural ambassa­
dor of India at large. By the impact of his 
personality and the strength of his innate 
culture. no less than through his popular 
lectures and public addresses. he was able 
to project a truer and better image of In­
dia. than had so far been vouchsafed to 
the white citizens of South Africa. 

Round Table Conference and Inde­
pendence 

As the spokesman of the moderate 
f)<>Jnt ·of view. Sastri played a significant 
role in bNo Round Table Conferences in 
London. The eloquem plea of the Liberals 



,. ... L _.,..~, .. Dominion status. within the Empire. 
amounting to virtual self-determination as 

.. against the Congress demand for freedom 
.. outside the Commonwealth is well· 

known. More important than that. he 
spared no pains. along with Sapru and 
Jayakar. in effecting the release of Gandhi 
and other Congress leaders and bringing 
them to participate in the Conference, 
whatever be its final outcome. Ever an­
xious to soften the mutual acerbities. he 
was prepared to face unpopularity. as in 
his famous apostrophe to tl)e Mahatma at 
the Second Round Table Conference, 

... which he concluded with the words: 
"The circumstances demand that you 
should change your plans. dismiss civil 
disobedience from your mind and take 
up this work in a spirit of complete 
trust in us and of faith in the British 
people too .... The British people often 
do wrong. the British people often ~ke 
unwise courses. Nevertheless. in the 
long run. they come back to ways of 
reason. moderation and justice. This is 
one occasion when it seems to me that 
they are in their most winning and 
admirable mood. Take them now and 
victory is ours.'' 
In disapproving of the mass civil dis­

..t obediente. Sastri was. perhaps. not suffi· 
ctently aware of the hard fact that the 

:1 reasonableness of his own point of view 
s was able to register itself better on the 

minds of the rulers getting more and 
\· more nervous at the prospect of their 

being out of tune with the political aspira­
t.. tion of the masses. f Not that Sastri was always sustained in 
' \' his hope by the actual performance of 
.... ~ those in whom he had this touching faith. 

•• There were, in fact, more occasions for 
disillusionment and frustration than for 
growing confidence. But nothing could 
destroy his basic faith; it could only be 
tempered with a greater sense of realism. 

~ • When he died in April 1946. political free-
dom was on the threshold. but he did not 

~·; live to see the pleasant irony of India tak­
t ing her honoured place next year as a 
:' Dominion within the Commonwealth 

under the leadership of one who was 
opposed to the idea of Dominion status 

! and sounded the clarion call of complete 
independence a generation earlier. 

On the other hand, it was lucky for him 
that he was spared the sorry and painful 
spectacle of the country's vivisection, to 
which he was as staunchly opposed as 
Gandhi himself. With Gandhi again. he be­
lieved in the sacredness of the human per­
sonality and the value of personal 
friendships that surpassed the boundary 

of political differences. "There is nothing 
in the world equal to an understanding 
from whom you differ''. he would say in 
cherishing his lifelong friendship with 
Gandhi. He appealed to world leaders to 
invite Gandhi to attend the Peace Confer­
ence at the end of the World War. Those 
who profess to follow the Mahatma would 
do well to ponder Sastri's advice-"Let us 
be the Mahatma's co-worshippers. not his 
worshippers." 

Philosophy of Ufe 
Liberalism. which was the ruling creed 

of political philosophers in nineteenth cen­
tury England was not merely a plank of 
public life for Sastri. Nurtured as he was 
on the familiar classics of British Liberal­
ism like Mill on 'Libert;y', and Morley on 
'Compromise·. besides the scientific works 
of Herbert Spencer and Thomas Huxley. 
he was often unhappy that contemporary 
liberals. guiding the destinies of Indian 
administration. were not able to live up to 
his expectations of them or their own pro­
fessions In this behalf. All the same. he did 
not quite give up his faith in some good 
coming out of the Liberal and Labour gov­
er;nments and was frankly disappointed 
with the unimaginative and obtuse 
approach of the Tory leaders to Indian 
problems. 

Politics or no politics. Sastri was deter­
mined to be a liberal in every sense of the 
word. He also believed that a politician 
need not cease to be a gentleman, despite 
the countless temptations on the wayside. 
"Life's integrity", he observed. "cannot 
continue in the growing dichotomy be­
tween belief and practice". endeavoring all 
the time to reduce the dichotomy. to the 
minimum. even if he could not eliminate it 
altogether. He be.lieved in equal rights for 
women and advocated the same system of 
education for them. as for men. with the 
provision of home science and child care. 
in addition. He became unpopular among 
his friends and relatives by advocating 
post -puberty marriage for girls when such 
a thing was considered unthinkable. He 
did not think too highly of the caste sys~ 
tern. though he did not take the initiative 
to break it. nor could he welcome inter­
caste marriages too easily, though he did 
not object to them on any logical ground 
of religion or ethics. In this. he could not 
help being a conservative. like many of his 
contemporaries. but he was never a social 
reactionary or religious obscurantist. If he 
was not an agnostic. he was not a ritualist 
either. and retained the classical liberal's 
intellectual fascination for philosophic 
doubt. Like Ranade1 he had a rapport with 
Indian tradition and knew how deep-

rooted it was. He shared in no small mea­
sure an admiration of the Indian Heritage 
and his lectures on the Ramayana crystal­
lise some quintessential aspects of Sastri: 
like Rajaji 's books on the Ramayana and 
the Mahabharata they may well outlast 
their other writings. perhaps they would 
have no regrets in such a consummation. 

Or. 0. Af}janeyulu is Associate Editor of 
TRIV£NI QUARTERLY. Madras. 
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Memories of Yusuf Meherally 
Bertram D. Wolfe 

Yusuf Meherally. who died on July 2. 1950. was one of the founders of the Congress Sociaflst party and one of its best -loved leaders. 
Until India won her freedom. he lived alternately as Mayor of Bombay and as a resident of one of the British Government of India jails. 
He VISited the United States twtce and had many close fnends in this country. 

I FIRST met Yusuf Meherally m the 
1930's at the home of V.F. Calverton. the 
editor of Modern Monthly. He was dres­
sed then in a close-fitting gray lmen coat 
of Indian cut with stand-up collar. He 
wore a Gandhi cap. He seemed slight. slen­
der. frail. but full of the breath of life. 
Writers kept coming and going all after­
noon and he held eager conversation with 
each of them on a wide variety of subjects: 
literature. art. politics. sociology. interna­
tional relations. India's struggle for free­
dom. structural changes in America as a 
result of the depression. history of Eng­
land's conquest and brutal domination of 
India. the Indian Congress party. the Con· 
gress Socialist party. the Sooalist Youth 
movement- of which I believe Yusuf was 
the secretary - and a multitude of other 
matters. He seemed to be able to coverse 
with anybody on anything which in­
terested his companion and eager to ques­
tion each person on any subject on which 
that person seemed to be informed or ex­
pert. 

I spent several hours with him then. af­
ter which I did not see him again for many 
years. I forgot his very existence until -he 
reappeared in New York some time in the 
late fortJes. He was already m extremely 
poor health. was suffering from a bad 
heart. and his doctors had stringently 
ordered him to rest and do nothing. He 
spent many hours of the day flat on his 
back in bed. but it was impossible for him 
to be idle. Calverton had died long before. 
and this time he used Louis Fischer as a 
means of communication with the people 
in New York whom he wanted to meet 

Louis Fischer was living at the Duane 
Hotel at 237 Madison Avenue. and Yusuf 
tool.r a rnnrn in thn VlfT'P hNPI He h:-rl a 
list of people whom he wanted to meet 
and Louis Fischer kept inviting them to his 
own rooms. When Yusuf was interested 
enough he would then ol?t the guf'st to 
leave Fischer's room:; and come to b1s. 
There he would lit? on his bed and spend 
hours in ardent cc..lVersation. exposition. 
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questioning. and exchange of opinions. It 
couJd be. truly said of him that nothing 
human was alien to his interest 

The circumstances of hts wanting to 
meet me touched me deeply. He satd: 
"One of the tasks I was gtven when I set 
out for America was to bnng you the 
greetings and the thanks of my cellmates 
who shared imprisonment with me. We 
spent many happy hours read1ng your 
Portrait of Mexico. We read it. stud1ed 1t. 
and discussed 1t together. and I have come 
to thank you on behalf of all of us for the 
pleasure and enlightenmrnt vou afforded 
us 10 our pnson cell. · 

"But how did you get my book in a 
far off prison in India?" 

books in Jail 
··lt started ~his way." Yusuf explamcd. 

"Vve had no decent books to read in pris-

on. I asked the jailer to lend me a copy of ' 
the Old and New '(estaments. He refused. 
saying: 'You are a Mohammedan. you 
must read the Koran.' 'But I want to read 
the Bible.' 'No. you read the Koran.' 'If you 
do not give me the Christian Bible to read. 
I will go on a hunger strike and so will all"' 
my friends. and we will not end the strike : 
until you give us the- Bible·. 

"The hunger strike began and all my 
comrades in prison joined me in the strike. • 
In a few days the jailer began to worry ' . 
about the situation and went to consult his.· · 
supenors. They told him: This is Jmpossi· , 
ble. We cannot let the world know that ~ 
men are starving themselves to death be-' 
cause we refuse to let them read the Holy ~"' 
Bible.' So the jailer came to me and said: '~ 
'OK. here is the Bible.' ~ 

"'It is too late now.' I responded. We 
w111 not call off the hunger strike until you · 
agree to get us all the books we want for . ·~ 
study while in prison.' He went away and ,~ 
the hunger strike continued. A few days ~1~ 
later he came again and asked for a list o~. i;. 
books we wanted to read. We put our ,;d 
heads together and made out a list of ev~ 
erything we had always wanted to read ;X.' 

and had no time to read. 

Weak Heart but Keen Mind 
I gave Yusuf the books I had written 

since his prison days. among them my Life 
of Diego Rivera and my biographical his­
tory of the Russian Revolution entitled 
Three Who Made a Revolution. Yusuf was • 
enthusiastic about the latter book. He 
attempted to arrange for its publication 
by Padma Press. with which he had some 
connection. but his growing illness pre­
vented h1m from completing me arrange­
ments. 

HP. in turn. gave me copies of his own 
writings. both books and pamphlets. He 
han a bad heart, which grew steadily 
woro;,e, but his mind never stowed up for 
an 111stant I urged h1m to do more writing 
and less trave:ing through India; less 
speaking at mass meetings. and less of the 



other things that were obviously taxing 
his frail body beyond its power. Even his 
incessant zeal to talk with people and to 
question them was visibly draining his 
strength. He had become so frail that his 
spirit seemed to shine through his dimi­
nishing body like a wild bird beating its 
wings against a cage. 

One day I arranged to take him In a 
station wagon which had spedally deflated 
ballon tires in order that it could run over 
the sand dunes. In it we toured the entire 
tip of the cape. both the inner shore of 
the great bay and the outer shore of the 
Atlantic Ocean. When we reached the ex­
treme tip of the peninsula I explained to 
him that it was known as Race point. be­
cause a great tfde raced around it where 
the waters of the Atlantic Ocean and the 
waters of Massachusetts Bay came 
together. 

"Would you stop here for a while?'· he 
asked shyly. We stopped. and he walked 
down to the point where ocean and bay 
waters came together. took off his san­
dals. and waded mto the swirling water. 
When he came out. his face was lighted up 
with an expression of happiness that I had 
not seen before. 

"We Indians believe that every conflu­
ence of water is a sacred place." he ex­
plained to me. 

I realized then that in his spirit was a 
blend of c;ociallst internationalist philosopy 
with the anCient fatth of his own people. 
His reaction had not been Moslem. but 
Hindu. and that impulsive action gave me 
a fresh and deeper insight into h1s mind. 

United Front 
From Yusuf !learned the story of Masa­

ni's break with the Congress Socialist par­
ty and of the popular front experiment 
between the Congress Socialist party and 
the Indian Communist party. As a student 
of the international Communist move­
ment. I was familiar with the story of 
these popular fronts and united fronts in 
many lands. but I realized there was 
something unique in the Indian scene 
which made the experiment there turn out 
differe11tly. 

During the early thirties after Hitler 
came to power. Stalin made several va10 
attempts to come to an understanding 
with Hitler. When these failed and the 
anti-Comintern axis develored. Stalin he­
came alarmed and made one of his supden 
turns to seek support 10 the League of 
Nations (till then called by him "The 
League of Bandits"). At the same ttme he 
made an alltance with France 10 the Stahn 
Laval Pact and opened a b1g dnve for a 

popular front with Socialist and Democra­
tic parties. Up till then the Socialists had 
been called "Social Fascists" and democra­
cy and socialism were "the main enemies." 
Now the Communist parties offered the 
"hand of brotherhood" to all progressive 
liberal, democratic. and Socialist parties. 
Many of these were deceived. infiltrated. 
and later disrupted by this manoeuvre. 
which lasted until Stalin betrayed his 
democratic Allies by signing his pact with 
Hitler. 

The Congress Socialist party of India 
was also taken' in by the fair words of 
friendship and not only accepte9 the Com­
munists into its ranks but helped the Com­
munist party to enter into tlie Indian 
National Congress. The lndlan Commun­
ists were under secret instructions to 
penetrate and try to capture the Congress 
Socialist party and above all to discredit 
and destroy Mahatma Gandhi. Though the 
Indian Socialists. Meheratly among them. 
were as candid and unsuspecting as the 
socialists of other lands. yet they proved 
to possess an antitoxin which saved them 
from destruction. 

The only person. according to Meheral­
ly. who sounded a note of warning that 
the Communists were not morally fit to 
enter the Socialist party or the Indian 
National Congress was Minoa Masani. 
"Minoo was in jail with the rest of us at 
that moment." Yusuf told me. "We spent 
long hours and days and nights trying to 
convince him but we did not succeed. He 
insisted upon resigning from the Congress 
Socialist party if it accepted the Commun­
ists into its ranks. When we failed to con­
vince him. we decided to help h!m with his 
letter of resignation so that he would 
make it a really worthy document. All of 
us had a hand in helping him with an ex­
planation of his reason for break10g with 
us." 

Again I realized that Indian socialism 
had some strange quality missing from 
political life in other countries. for I had 
never heard of a factional controversy in 
which members of one faction tried to 
help the spokesmen of another faction to 
put their position as clearly and worthily 
as possible. I was mystified as 1 listened 
and pondered what this strange ingre­
dient in the Indian spirit could be. 

Double-dealing Communists 
"Mmoo was right. of course. although 

we d1d not know It then," Yusuf con­
tinued "Some t imc later when I got out of 
prrson I discovered that the Communist 
party was guilty of double-dealing and had 
constituted Itself as a hostile conspiracy 

within our movement They kept up a fac­
tion of their own. slandered our move­
ment and its leaders. secretly worked for 
the defeat of some of our candidates in 
the elections. made undercover alliances 
with opponents of socialism against us. 
Finally someone brought me copies of a 
secret Communist circular which they h.ad 
sent out to their members. giving instruc­
tions to support reactionaries against 
Congress Socialist candidates in certain 
districts. I called a number of the top l'ead­
ers of the Communist party faction within 
our. rankS to come to visi~ me and I ac­
cused them of moral duplicity. Their 
answer was a barefaced denial. Thereupon 
I took out a copy of their circular and said: 
'How do you expl~in this?' 

"I was alone with their leaders: they 
snatched the tircular out of my hand by 
force. 'Are you such fools. I asked.'that 
you think you can undo a moral crime by 
destroying a document? Do you think I am 
such a fool as to trust you after this has 
come into my possession? Naturally I have 
other copies in a safe place. You have 
proved unworthy of membership in a 
socialist movement. You have proved un­
worthy of membership in the Congress 
party. and you have proved unworthy of 
the moral principles of GandhUi. What you 
aim at is power for your Moscow masters. 
What we aim at Is the freedom. the well­
being. and the regeneration of our people. 
You and we cannot travel together. for 
our roads diverge. I give you one week to 
withdraw all your members from our par­
ty or we will expel every one of them.' 

.. 'We will not give up the Congress 
Socialist party,' they answered. 'It is our 
party now. We belong to it and we will 
have control of it in a showdown: 

" 'I give you one week to withdraw: I 
responded. 'or we will expel every last one 
of you. It will be more honorable if you 
resign. for your contjnued membership in 
a party you do not agree with dishonors 
you and us. But if necessary we will expel 
you.'" 

Once (Tlore 1 realized that there was 
some strange principle at work in the Indi­
an Socialist party which saved them from 
the deadly vacillation of other socialists 
and liberals in other lands. 

"Our National Committee." Yusuf com­
tinuen. "sent circularc; to all 011r hranchP<; 
and local and provincial committees 
throughout India. exposing the whole 
affair and directing the immediate expul­
sion of all known Communists and all 
those who had sympathized with them. 
voted with them. fellow-traveled w1th 
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them. or joined in any way in their con­
spiracy. 

"Do not be afraid to commit an ir]jus­
tice.' we wrote. 'If anyone is wrongly ex­
pelled, he will find it easy to prove his 
good faith and can be reinstated. but if 
any morally corrupting element remains. 
it will corrupt our party.· 

'Within the time limit set by us, our 
party was purified." 

"How many sections. bram:hes, locals, 
and provincial committees did you lose as 
a result?" I asked, remembering how 
many parties were wrecked by such splits. 

"We had no serious losses,'' he replied. 
"because the moral principle on which we 
acted was clear to our membership." 

Suddenly I knew the answer. It was the 
influence of Gandhi within the Congress 
Socialist party which had immunized it 
against the moral corruption of the Com­
munists. However much the Congress 
Socialists differed with Gandhi and he 
with them, they felt a kinship of moral 
purpose. and therefore they were close 
together in the questions which mattered 
most No other party anywhere in the 
world suffered such insignificant losses as 
the result of this unhappy experiment of 
working together with the Communists. 

British Rule in India 
I never heard Yusuf speak at any length 

of Nehru or Patel. but he spoke frequently 
to me of his earlier relations with Moham­
med Ali Jinnah. under whose tutelage and 
in whose chambers he had read law. and 
of Mahatma Gandhi, with whom he had 
had arguments on industrialization and 
socialism and other topics, but for whom 
he felt the love of a son for a father and of 
a disciple for a revered master. 

Yusuf had been born a Mohammedan. 
and to Jinnah he owed much of his early 
training. but when Jinnah broke with the 
National Congress party and began his 
movement for a separate Pakistan. Yusuf 
remained loyal to India and the Congress 
party. 

He spoke of his former master. Jinnah. 
in tones of resolute rejection but without 
bitterness. On the whole. Yusuf preferred 
to talk of things Which inspired his enthu­
siasm rather than matters which he felt 
called upon to condemn. 

Only when he spoke of the negative 
"3srortc: nf Britkt, rq ll' in l rJrih "''10 '"'f thn 

monstrous moral corruption spread by 
the Stalin regime among intellectuals and 
workers. did I ever hear turn become elo­
quent on neg~tive things. 

On Britisll rule ,II) lndia.,tle was.tir~less . 
When he learned that I had spent much of 
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my adult life working With the Indian in­
dependence movement in the United 
States. he found a fresh reason for close­
ness to me. 

I told him stories of an earlier genera­
tion of Indian independence fighters 
whom I had known in the United States. 
During World War I some had tried to get 
arms and help from Germany, but their 
movement had been unsuccessfuL Others 
had tried to work for Indian independence 
by influencing American public opinion. 
which in general has always been anti­
imperialist 

Yusuf plied me with questions concern­
ing earlier Indian independence fighters 
who had found refuge in the United States 
and. unable to return to the homeland. 
were dying in lonely exile on the West 
Coast of this country or in Mexico. with no 
prospect of seeing India again. I was parti­
cularly close to a group of Sikhs who lived 
on the Pacific Coast in California and who 
had founded an independence movement 
known as the Hindu Gadr party. for in the 
early twenties I had edited a newspaper 
partly owned by the San Francisco labor 
movement and partly by the Irish republi­
can movement and the Hindu Gadr party. 

In turn he told me much about the ear­
Iter British rule in India. about the great 
textile industry which India posessed 
When the British came and how the British 
crushed it. in part by competition from 
cheap Manchester textiles and in part by 
laws against native spinning. Some of the 
stories he told me about ordinances which 
provided for cutting off the fingers of 
people who insisted on continuing their 
spinning and weaving were new and start­
ling to me in spite of my life-long interest 
in Indian independence. 

I realized that Yusufs picture of a once 
great Indian textile industry must be a 
true one. for my philological bent taught 
me to notice that many of the words for 
textiles in the English tongue came from 
India: madras. calico. cashmere. etc. Thus 
the frozen histor; of language bore Wit­
ness to the truth of his incredible words. 
He instantly added my insights from ling­
uistics to his arsenal of arguments in his 
talks to other Americans. 

No Rancour 
When England finally decided to with 

Jr.., ,, frvrr. lnd'"'· : vvut.:h~.:J tvh.:::ll-hrll:/-> 
bltterness suddenly ebi.J away. There was 
no rancor in him. Thenceforward he 
_talked very .little about British cnrnes in 
lnrlirt . though he llad spent much of his life 
m prison be.c:_aus_e of British rule. Now he 
spoke rather of the good things the Bnt-

ish had contributed to Indian civilization 
and culturEHibove all, the sense of justice 
and safeguarding of individual and civil 
rights that are inherent in the British 
tradition. He jested about the fact that in 
the vast subcontinent of India there were 
so many peoples and dialects that often 
the only common language in which Indian 
intellectuals could communicate with each 
other was the "language of the oppres­
sor." That language, he told me, opened to 
the Indians a great literature and tradition 
which might be used to enrich their own. 

I teased him about the "British sense of 
justice" which had kept him so long in jail. 
He answered in deep earnest: "Even while 
they oppressed us, they were uncomfort­
able about it A hunger strike in a British 
jail could get me the Bible and your book 
to read. In Hitler's jails or in Stalin's it 
would only have gotten me before a firing 
squad. Gandhi's whole code of nonviolent 
resistance to the evil of foreign rule was 
predicated on the unspoken assumption 
that the English had a better nature to 
which we could appeal. In the land of 
blood purges and concentration camps 
that Stalin has built. the great organized 
campaigns of nonviolent resist?nce to evil 
could never have started. At Gandhi"s first 
word of protest. he would have dis~ 
appeared forever from view. The English 
at least felt that they had to report his 
defiance, even while they ridiculed it and 
imprisoned him. And they were always 
terrified lest he die in one of his protest 
hunger strikes. That is why he taught us 
to hate the evil things the English did but 
not to hate the English. or ever to despair 
of their regeneration or ours." 

Gandhi's Influence 
As Yusuf talked to me about Gandhi, I 

began to realize that there was a warm 
bond of affection and good-humored in­
timacy that bound Yusuf to him in a rela­
tionship that was compounded of father 
and son, master and disciple. friend and. 
friend. in unequal parts. They had 
obviously argued much, for Yusuf told me 
of Gandhi's reservations about the class­
struggle aspect of Yusufs socialism and 
the socialist habit of treating some classes 
as virtue incarnate and others as incarnate 
evil. The dogmatic violent amoral side of 
Yusufs socialist creed had been tempered 
by Gandhi's philosophy. And Yusuf had his 
lo:':,tJI •u!Jutt:, tJtl Lilt' 'ltUlll~f.JUII. , aSf.Je..b 
of Gandhi's economics. But these were su­
perficial differences, while in their hearts 
there was a tie of cornmon moral princi· 
pie deep affection. and the warm bond 
that links a devoted disciple to a great 
teacher. 



An Earnest Soul 
When he left our shores to return to 

India. I helped him pack his bags and was 
shocked by the massiveness and weight of 
his baggage. He had accumulated hun­
dreds of books. magazines. and manu­
script articles, including some of mine, 
which he intended to try to publish in In­
dia. He had had too much baggage when 
he came. Every Indian. it seems to me. 
carries too much baggage. Perhaps be­
cause. unlike us. they are accustomed to 
many servants. and human labour power 
for personal service is cheap and plentiful 
in India. But Yusufs bags were laden far 
more than any others with the dead 
weight of books. They contrasted strange-

ly with his frail. slight person. Wrth his bad 
heart he could not lift the lightest of ..his 
bags. For that matter. I with my pood 
heart couldn't either. It was as if he had 
tried to pack aU our art. all our literature. 
all our culture. and all the mementos of all 
the men and women he had known and 
the places he had seen into his baggage to 
take them all back with him to India. I 
secured the help of three men in and 
around the hotel. and the four of us man­
aged to get the slight Yusuf and the mas­
sive baggage into a single cab. 

My last words to him were an earnest 
admonition that he should slacken up on 
his party work, his endless journeys and 
speeches. and endless giving himself to all 

and sundry. I urged him to conserve t'lls 
strength and to communicate his thoughts 
through books and articles. 

He half promised, but then he began to 
talk of the great eagerness of the Indian 
masses to hear ~nd learn and the great 
need to teach What one could. ''How can 1 
deny myself to anyone," he asked, "at any 
place or at any hour? There is·so mucll to 
be done. And there is such joy in doing it." 

I was not surprised when mutual 
friends wrote me from India that Yusufs 
frail heart had ceased to beat He had 
given it to his pebpte to the very end. 

Extracts from a repnntoftfleoriginaJ in The Pacific 
SpectatJJr. Volume VIII No.3, Summer 1954 • 
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"Better Government, Not More Government" 

Two years ago, the London-based Insti­
tute of Economic affairs published a 72-
page monograph entitled Pricing. Plan­
ning and Politics - A Study of economic 
distortions in India by Dr. Subroto Roy. a 
Cambridge University scholar whose doc· 
toral dissertation was On Liberty and Eco­
nomic Growth: Preface to a Philosophy 
for India. 

His monograph on pricing, planning and 
politics published in May 1984 received 
instant editorial attention in the presti­
gious London Times of May ?9. 1984. 

Valuable Contribution 
Why this interest 10 a paper two ye.ars 

after its publication? For two reasons. The 
first is that as far as we can recall there 
has been no mention of this valuable con­
tribution to Indian economic thinking in 
our journals or generally in the Indian 
press. We got to know of it only when 
Dr.Roy on a recent visit to India sent us a 
copy. 

The second and. perhaps. more signifi­
cant reason is that this monograph pro­
vides an excellent reference point to judge 
whether there is validity in the claims 
rndllt: u.y Mr .RaJtV udtllltri.) ~uwur Lt:t.) 

that the economrc policres of hrs govern 
ment mark a Fundamental departure from 
the futile. 11 not discredited pohctes of his 
(.Jredecessors in governrnenl. 

Not since the late Dr.B.R.Shenoy's su 
perb analyses of the Indian economtc 

scene. have I read anything that so suc­
cintly states the liberal economic position 
and its urgent relevance to India. 

In the course of its editorial comment. 
The Times observed: 

''A paper by an Indian economist pub­
lished today .... shows how Asia's largest 
democracy is gradually being stifled by 
the imposition of economic policies 
whose woeful effect and rhetorical un­
reality find their echo all over the third 
world. As with many of Britain's former 
imperial possessions, the rot set in long 
before independence. But as with most 
of the other former dependencies. the 
instrument of economic regulation and 
bureaucratic control set up by the Britr 
ish has been used decisively and expan­
sively to consolidate a statist regime 
which inhibits free enterprise. mini­
mizes economic success and consoli­
dates the power of ~overnment in all 
spheres of the economy. 

"We hear little of this side of things 
when India rattles the borrowing. bowl 
or denigrates her creditors for want of 
further munificence. How could Indian 
ui(ICldl!.> I::X~Jdill Lltt!il IJWI J.li::IIUI I I tutll.l. 

relative to Hongkong? Dr.Roy has 
answers for t t1em. He lists the causes as 
a !arge and 11eavrly subsidrsed publit 
sector. labyrinthine control over private 
enterpnse. forcibly depressed agncultu­
ral prices. massive import substitution. 

S.V. Raju 

government monopoly of torergn ex­
change transactions. artificially ov~r­
valued currency and the extensive poli­
tlcization of the labour marRet not to 
mention the corruption which is an In­
evitable side effect of an economy 
which depends on the arbitrament of 
bureaucracy." 

Significant Propositions 
A letter from Dr.Roy to The Times clar­

ifying certain wrong impressions in the 
editorial (not quite relevant to this review) 
sets down "four significant propositions" 
which he has "tried to argue in the mono­
graph'' 

"1. The intellectual debate in indepen­
- dent India has not been a fair one: 

liberal critics (Indian and foreign) of 
the Indian Government's policies 
have hardly been heard. let alone lis­
tened to. 

"2. Civil government anywhere has cer­
tain functions which are. indispens­
able to the continuation of civil life, 
let alone economic growth. 

.. 3. There is overwhelming evidence 
from a number of independent 

Pncmg. Planning Jl)ci Politics. A study of eco­
nomic distart1ons m India. (Occasional Paper 
No. 69: The Institute of Economtc Affairs, Lord 
Nortll Street. Westmrnster. London SW I P3LB: 
Price: £ 1.80. 
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sources to the effect that the Indian 
government's economic policies 
have not .been conducive to mass 
prosperity. 

"4. The citizens of India should seek ro 
ensure that their Government does. 
in fact. fulfil the duties of civil gov­
ernment first and foremost and this 
would probably entail a retirement 
of the Government from inside the 
market -place." 

Liberal Agenda 

In the concluding part of his mono­
graph. Dr.Roy attempts solutions to the 
problems of our economy. As a liberal I 
cannot agree more with him than when he 
affirms that "only a set of radical changes 
in policy can put the Indian economy on a 
path to higher prosperity within a free 
and healthy body politic." And what are 
the changes that Dr.Roy advocates in his 
"Liberal Agenda"? The changes he recom­
mends rest on the basic premise that the 
"ultimate ends of economic advice in India 
are to seek to bring about mass prosperity 
under conditions of individual freedom." 
In this context it would be interesting to 
recall that the Swatantra Party's state­
ment of policy was entitled ''To Prosperity 
Through Freedom." 

Indian foretgn policy will have to change 
says Dr. Roy. "If the liberalisation ... is to 
be effective. a truly Independent yet pru­
dent fore1gn policy may be required to 
accompany 1t." India's Sovtet t1lt according 
to Roy arose because Indians perceive USA 
as an ally of Pakistan and China. If lnd1a 
mends her fences and concludes no-war 
pacts with these two countries. it would 
enable India to draw away to some extent 
from the Soviets. Here one could disagree 
with Dr. Roy. Many. including this writer, 
believe that the Soviet tilt is basically 
caused by the Nehrus' adnl!fation for the 
Sovfet Unton. In fact in the monograph 
itself there is this quotation from a speech 
by Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru: 

" If the future is full of hope 1t 1s largely 
because of Soviet Russia and what it 
has done. and I am convinced that. if 
some world catastrophe does not inter­
vene. this new civilization wrtl spread to 
other lands and put an enci to the wars 
and conOictS on which capitalism 
feeds:· 

Nehru and Sooal!sm. £d. V.B. Smgh. Gu~c•llt 
lfJ~If LJf /ul}J 1, t

1

\i
1

/,H-!~o.) ltJJVi/tiU\H. .. (Jfl •I l 1,.)~; 

CJS!Ing, rut)irL'iJi/Oib Dt~I:;/01/. Vdlt.. I!J.' ·. 
p.67 .. 

Fore1gn trade should oe llberaltsed. · 1\ 
n •aJor economH.. transformattuu fl u111 cJ 

closed an•i ~Jrotectionlst etWtUf1'1Y lrJ tlll 

Fft'C<IomFu:sr .;.; 

open one which harnessed India's advan­
tages" would be of immense benefit and 
spur economic growth. 

Public sector enterprises should be 
privatised. "There IS no economic reason 
why the Government of India should be 
engaged in commercial or merchant bank­
ing and insurance or in industry from 
steel. machine tools. ship-building and fer­
tilisers to wrist-watches. hotels and beer:· 

The pricing of agricultural output 
should be exposed to the free market and 
competition among farmers encouraged. 

Instead of producing beer. the energies 
of government ought to be directed Lo­
wards taking "effective precautions 
against the monsoons and improvements 
in the efficiency of the systems of civil and 
criminal justice." 

There are other reforms that form part 
of Dr. Roy's "Liberal Agenda". They in­
clude such matters as mtroduction of 
vouchers for primary and secondary 
education; assessment of the benefits 
from and costs of subsidies to higher 
education: and end to the government 
monopoly of radio and television: rev1s1on 
of pay scales of government servants to 
make them competitive with the private 
sector; and decentralisation of public 

spending decisions. 

Need For Hard Decisions. 

Dr. Roy fears. and rightly too. that 
politicians. government officers and public 
sector unions would oppose any reduction 
In government intervention m the eco­
nomy ··for fear of losing rents and sine­
cures of the status quo". But the attempt 
has to be made nevertheless if India is to 
shake off the fetters that prevent her peo­
ple from emerging out of the present 
morass. 

Dr. Roy concludes with what ought to 
be a commonsens1ca1 propos1tion if only 
our rulers would shed their blinkers of a 
hazy '!:ooa11st' dogma and have the cour­
age to take hard decisions: 

"The stmple secret of a stable and 
prosperous polity is to create mstltu­
tions which harness the universal pur· 
suit of individual self-interest. and not 
ones which prete(ld that men are self­
less saints. A polity where thiS fact 1s 
acknowledged would not have to de­
pend for the v1ab1lity of 1ts institutions 
on mere exhortation, as the institutJons 
of the Indian Republic seem perpetually 
fated to do. even while the competitive 
pursuit of self-interest IS everywhere 
manifest." 

The Essential Difference 

Laissez-faire is not the same as 
competitive free enterpnse and Ra­
jiv Gandhi's policies are not inspired 
by the ideology of the erstwhile 
Swatantra Party. Rajiv Gandhi is still 
clinging to the dead body of social­
ism. whereas the Swatantra party 
had unequtvocally repudiated it long 
ago. Rqjiv Gandhi is still talkmg of 
Improving the public sector per­
formance through managerial effi­
ciency: the Swatantra Party would 
have scrapped (or privatised) most 
of it leaving only those which are 
important from the point of view of 
the defence of the country or in 
which the private sector was unable 
or unwilling to perform. 

Also. Rajiv Gandhi's liberal!sat!On 
ends at the thresh-hold of the farm 
.. u .. \.lUI. Elidl JtUVv IIU tdlllit:l 111ay Ill 

siAl. wtU1oul obtammg J licence 
(wtutll imposes trtppling lev1es on 
ltiiiiJ t!V<:~It d Sllldll hullar to conven 
his padrJy intn rlr.~: aoil tf Ill' 1 ta l~!!:. 

Bhanu Pratap Singh 

rice by hand-pounding, he is not 
allowed to transport it to consum­
ing centres. The Swatantra Party 
stood for a free and prosperous 
peasantry. as well as for honest 
competitive free enterprise. Their 
outlook was not fragmented. as is 
that of R<J)JV Gandhi - l1berahsation 
for industrialists and controls for 
the peasants. It should also not be 
forgotten that the Swatantra Party 
was formed to save the farmers 
from cooperativisatlon of their 
holding:; which had become a craz.e 
with Nehru. It is on that account. 
that the Swatantra Party with the 
support of the peasantry had re­
tumed the largest number of mem­
bers to parliament than any other 
s1ngle party has done hitherto. It is 
.J .... u .,Jo!JI"'-''-u ''· Wl<h. IIUL viii: uf 
tli!:!Se vJtts : etUJ m~d fro111 the metro 
politan towns. where the mdustnal 
~:>l!. wula exctu::.e lrtcL'<imvrn infiu 
nnre> 



Communism and Atomic Death 

'lnspite of Gorbachev's boast there can be no real openess in the SoViet system. It is simply not 
compatible with the system, and when it comes to the point the rulers in the Kremlin will be ready to 
sacrifice as many human lives as may be necessary, to keep the openess from becoming real. 

The Soviets may not like the connection 
of these two ideas to be made. but there is 
truth in it. The name of Chernobyl will be 
in men's minds for decades. if not longer. 
and we may as well begin by thinking ab­
out it objectively. 

In the last years. the word has gone 
around that atomic death was something 
which was only a risk in the West. that it 
was one of the cpnsequences of extreme 
capitalism. the unabating thirst for profit 
Those who have spread this word have 
been putting the matter in entirely the 
wrong terms. and they have at the same 
time been sapping one of the characteris­
tics of the West which predsely reduces 
t:Re possibility of·atomic death- and not 
only atomic death. but all forms of poilu-

tion and also of war itself: the fact that in 
the West the opposition can always make 
itself heard. 

From this generalisation to Chernobyl is 
not so great a jump. I do not intend by 
combining the ideas of Communism and 
atomic death to say that what happened at 
Chernobyl was because the Soviets are 
technically or technologically incapable. 
They do not it is true, have the same nuc­
lear capability as there is in the West, but 
tllat is merely quantitative. There is a pos­
sibility of accident in a nuclear reactor 
anywhere- even though it may be greater 
in the Soviet bloc than it is in the West 

In any case. we do not really know 
where the Sov1et Union stands in the mat­
ter of nuclear technology. It is only possi-

Christian Brugger 

ble for experts operating in the open soci­
ety to give accurate information about this 
to the public: they cannot get the relevant 
information from offices of state in the 
closed soclety. The socialist system makes 
it impossible for lessons to be learned 
from the Chemobyl disaster. and this is 
something which applies to both East and 
West 

There is something contradictory in 
this: for no political system has an interest 
in making nuclear catastrophes occur. This 
is a universal truth. But as far as the 
closed society is concerned, as we see it in 
the Soviet Union, this is merely theoretie­
al. The system itself is based on a com­
bination of force and untruth, and the 
point about this is that it cannot be applied 
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to one part of society and not to another. 
There can be no sector in the Soviet Union 
which is exempt from this rule. and this 
also has to include the nuclear sector. 
Whatever happened at Chernobyl was so 
surrounded with untruth. that nobody ex­
cept those immediately responsible knew 
for days what had really happened. This 
could only be possible in a closed society. 
The mistakes were such that. if this had 
happened in the West. say at Three Mile 
Island in the United States. then there 
would have been a major scandal at the 
seat of power - and this is plainly Impossi­
ble in the Soviet Union. 

In spite of Gorbachev's boast there can 
be no real openness in the Soviet system. 
It is simply not compatible with the sys­
tem. and when it comes to the point the 
rulers in the Kremlin will be ready to sac­
rifice as many human lives as may be 
necessary to keep this openness from be­
coming real. This has always been the 
case, and the secrecy observed in the case 
of Chernobyl shows that nothing has 
changed. 

The fact that Chernobyl was ever 
known about in the West is because of the 
direction the wind happened to be blow­
Ing on that day. It brought the nuclear 
cloud out to the West. where radio­
activity is regularly measured and where 
the figures are not- cannot be - hidden. 
If the wind that day had been blowing 
from West to East, it may well be that we 
would have known nothing. Somewhere 
In the small print of the press. some day In 
the future. there would have been a little 
article saying that dissident circles in the 
West claim that there was a nuclear acci­
dent at Chemobyl. . . The Soviets do not 
need a valid reason to close any part of 
their country to foreign tourists. and the 
Ukraine has been dosed before. Anyone 
who put a question-mark up to this would 
have been accused of being a rabid anti­
Communist. and back the West would go 
to its usual habits. many of them centred 
on the anti-nuclear movement - in the 
West 

Precisely this must have been the main 
aim .of the Soviets iil keeping the accident 
so secret They were prepared to retire 
into complete secrecy. and when the first 
enquiries came from Swe<1Pn thPy ~irl 
there was nothing wrong. When contintJa­
tion of this was impossible. they made in­
formation availableas late and assparselyas 
they could. And the tragic thing is that for 
those instde the Soviet Un1on. there was 
even iess 'ir1far'i'nation.- Tho~e mos irr 
mediiltely concerned knew lea!>'t. We can 
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compare this with the hourly comments 
which were issued in America at the time 
of Three Mile Island. This is the difference 
between an open society and a closed soci­
ety. 

The tragic thing in this particular case is 
that people in both kinds of society -
those in the Soviet bloc and those in the 
West- were in the same boat. Compared 
with those in the West. the Soviets chose 
to do virtually nothing about the danger 
confronting their own people. How little, 
then. would they have done if there had 
been no one to make a fuss. because no­
body kneW? And the question can be 
shifted to the political sphere. The import­
ance of verification in any kind of nuclear 
disarmament measure becomes of the 
most crucial importance possible. in the 
light of the secrecy with which the Soviets 
tried to surround the events of Chemobyl. 
After this, there can be no mutual basis 
for confidence. The Americans are well 
enough aware of this. but their European 
allies have not been so sure. 

We have to think of the hard lot of the 
Soviet citizens nearest to the accident But 
there is also the lot of those countries 
nearest to the Western border of the 
Soviet Union. Most of these are in fact 
Soviet satellites. and they have been tre­
ated as such in the matter of the supply of 
information. The Nordic countries. parti­
cularly Sweden. will feel that the cavalier 
way in Which they have been treated is a 
continuation of the systematic way in 
which the country's territorial waters 
have been breached by the activities of 
Soviet submarines during the last few 
years. 

As far as Soviet policy itself is con­
cerned. we no longer need have any illu­
sions about what Gorbachev has meant by 
openness. We can assume that he did 
mean something. and that it is in the in-
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terest of his rule that things~in the Soviet 
Union should be made more efficient It is 
inherent in the system - this we have 
already seen - that inefficiency goes un­
perceived. This is part of the wages of 
secrecy. Where the government needs to 
know what is going on, there must by 
more openness: from local instances to 
higher instances to the centralised minis­
tries in Moscow. But where it is in the 
higher interest of the Soviet state to have 
secrecy. then there will be no openness. 
To a degree. and to be fair, both these 
elements have been at work in the Cher­
nobyl accident reaction. 

Before concluding. I must return to 
those unfortunate Soviet citizens who live 
in the area around Chernobyl - and this 
includes the populations of the large cities 
of Kiev and Minsk. They have been pro­
vided with singularly little information. 
much less than has been given to foreign 
journalists in Moscow and thus relayed to 
the West People could have been saved 
from some of the consequences of 
radioactivity if they had been given the 
right information at the right time: but it 
has seemed to be Moscow's policy that a 
little more radioactivity was worth the 
price of avoiding discontent - which will 
probably come about anyway. Because 
those people will find out the truth. 

Radio liberty -broadcasting in Russian 
- may be financed by the United States. 
but it works in the interest of real open­
ness - not the phoney openness put for­
ward by the gc;wernment in Moscow. 
Those who listen in the West often praise 
the quality of the information which is 
provided by Radio Liberty. and we are 
told that it is singularly exempt of slanted 
information. It emanates from within the 
open society. and it is not pro-Sov1et. That 
is not its function. Its function is to tell the 
truth. and this is why the Soviets have 
been so particularly irritated by its activi­
ties in the days which have followed the 
Chernobyl disaster. We cannot condemn 
Radio Liberty, because we too believe that 
the people of the Ukraine have the right to 
know what has happened to them and 
what precautions they ought to take. 

This is not the first nuclear accident in 
the Soviet Union. There haw~ been others 
before. But then tuck was on the s1de of 
~.~.. S0.d authur!::.ic:5. T;.L .ill~ :. ~.~.. 
farther inside the country. and no radioac­
tivity escaped to the West. to be com 
n 1c:nted on by the busybodies of the open 
sncil'tV 



Vietnam -The Loss of Liberties 

The war in Vietnam was brought to 
a close with the Paris Peace Agree­
ment In 1973. South Vletnam was a 
military dictatorship and the North, a 
communist totalitarian state. The 
Americans withdrew leaving the peo­
ple of the South to the not-so-tender 
mercies of the northem communists. 

The communists promised. as is their 
wont whenever they have sought to sup­
press free peoples everywhere. a heaven 
on earth. What is the reality today? 

the Paris-based . Vietnam Committee 
for Human Rights in a press release on 
March .3. 1986 paints a ~j'rim picture- a 
picture of living tlell. 

Article 11 (Chapter IV) of the 1973 P"'ris 
Peace Agreement affirms that both par­
ties will: 

- achieve national reconciliation and 
concord. end hatred and enmity pro­
hibit all acts of reprisal and discrimina­
tion against individuals or organisations 
that have collaborated with one side or 
the other: 
- ensure the democratic liberties of the 
people: personal freedom. freedom of 
speech. freedom of the press. freedom 
of meeting. freedom of organisation. 
freedom of political activities. freedom 
of belief. freedom of movement free­
dom of residence. freedom of work. 
right to property ownership and right 
to free enterprise. 

• However. despite this Agreement. and 
despite Vietnam's obligation to respect the 
principles embodied in the United Nations 
Charter and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. the Hanoi au­
thorities continue to violate the fun­
damental freedoms and human rights of 
its citizens. 

After 11 years. the human rights situa­
tion is as follows: 
Inside Vietnam~ 

- 500,000 political prisoners are de­
tained without trial in more than 150 
camps and prisons all over Vietnflm. 
65,000 pnsoners were executed rn re 
educauon camps fr-om 1975-83. In De­
cember 1985. in the province of Long An 
(South Vietnam) zlone. the police arrested 
6.1 00 people and sent them to concentra­
tion e1mps for re-education. 

nam is now in the process of colonizing 
Cambodia. 1 million Vietnamese civilians 
have already settled inside Cambodian 
territory. As 65% of the active population 
of\Cambodia are women. half of whom 
are widows. the policy of settlement and 
the encouragement of mixed marriages 
form part of the Vietnamese Govern­
ment's policy o~ colonization. 
- the recent drastic rise in the price of 
postage stamps in Vietnam (a 1 0 gramme 
letter costing 22 piasters in 1984 now 
costs 162 piasters) is a direct violation of 

-Religious communities are the target the Universal Postal Union's Charter. and 
of constant harassment and discrimina- considering that the monthly average 
tion. The Government has dissolved the wage is 150-300 piasters this amounts to 
Unified Buddhist Church. arrested and de- a form of censorship. It is pr~udicial to 
tained without trial high-ranking Buddhist the overseas Vietnamese community (1.5 
leaders such as Venerable Thich Quang Do million refugees) who find themselves 
and Thich Huyen Quang. Thich 1\Je Si. Le literally cut off from news from their rela­
Mimh That. the Nuns Thich Nu Tri Hal. tives at home. Letters are also frequently 
Thich Nu Hue Khong. Catholics (1 0% of censored. 
the population) and protestants are also 
victims of discrimination. Jesuit priests The Vietnam Committee for Human 
such as Le Thanh Que, Nguyen Cong Doan Rights calls upon international opinion. 
and Do Quang Chinh are in prison under and particularly upon those Delegations 
extremely heavy sentences ranging from now participating in the present Geneva 
5-15 years imprisonment r1us 5 years loss meeting of the United Nations Human 
of civil rights. Catholic Father Nguyen Van 'Rights Co_mmission. to raise their voices in 
Ly is condemned to 12 years imprison- support ofthe Vietnamese people by calling 
ment. and Mgr Nguyen Kim Olen. upon Hanoi to cease all violations of hu­
Archbishop of Hue. is under house arrest man rights in Vietnam. partic~larly by 
and constantly harassed and interrogated - liberating all political prisoners and reli-
by the police. High dignitaries of the CaGJ gious leaders imprisoned for the non-
Dai and Hoa Hao communities are also violent exercise of their conscientiously 
victims of discrimination. harassment. tor- held religious beliefs. 
ture and imprisonment _ closing down once and for all the re-
- lntellectuals are also victims of fre- education camps t1ll over Vietnam: 
~uent and. arbitrary a~rest. ~:tention and _ ceasing all acts of reprisal and discri-
mterrogatlon and their fam11Jes are reg- mination against the people of South 
ularly harassed by the police e.g. the cases Vietnam· 
of writers Doan Quoc Sy. Hoang Hai Thuy. ' 
Nguyen Dinh Toan. or the poet Nguyen - ensuring, protecting and promoting the 
Chi Thien (winner of the French Pen Club democratic liberties stipulated in the 
Freedom Prize. and the Danish Pen Club 197.3 Paris Peace Agreement 
Prize). detained for the past 27 years in We call upon the Secretary General of 
prisons and camps in North Vietnam. the United Nations Organisation to ensure 
_ 2.200.000 ethnic tribes people from ·the respect of fundamental human rights 
the C-entral and Northern highlands have among all Member States. and particularly 

to investigate the situation of human 
been forcibly evacuated from their tradi- rights in Vietnam. We urge the United Na-
tional mountain homes and deported to tinn Human Riohts Commrssion to consid­
.JII<.ul,lvdu.:J . tit.:.JiuLt tLI.J fv~vi .. JIIJ_, \v er this as a matter of high priority. and 
wltiCII they are physically <.~n..t !iOcially un appoint a Special Rapporteur to inqUire 
suited. mto the situation of human rights and 
Outside Vietnam: fundamental freedoms in Vietnam. 
- In addition to Its m1l1lary occupatiOn 
(approximately 200,000 soldiers). Viet- Courtesy: Exchange 
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Offers You 

Rs. 1 ,000 for your thoughts 
on 

Mahatma Gandhi's Statement 

"THAT GOVERNMENT IS BEST THAT GOVERNS 
THE LEAST" 

* What exactly did GandhUi have in mind when he made this observation ? 
* Was he advocating that governments should abdicate their functions? 
* If you were to become India's Prime Minister tomorrow how would you 

translate Gandhfii's dictum iota State policy? 
* Eve!)' Indian Prime Minister has publicly affirmed that his or her 

government follows policies advocated by GandhUi. 
* What is the reality ? 
To mark the 1 07th birth anniversal)' of Mr:C. Rajagopalacbari, we invite 
young men and women (in their twenties) to commPnt on GandhUi's 
enunciation of what he considered to be the ideal government. 
The essay should be between 1500 and 2000 words. 
It should be typed or written in clear handwriting. 
The last date for submission: September 30, 1986 
Awards: FIRST PRIZE: Rs. 1,000; SECOND PRIZE: Rs. 500 
Post or hand-deliver your entries to: 
The Secretary 
The RajaJI Foundation 
l st floor. Sassoon Building 
143. Mahatma Gandhi Road. 
Bombay 400 00 t 
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Soviets Disfavour 
Fall in Oil Prices 

looked to many of these countries as if 
they would never be prosperous again. 
that the future held no hope in sfure. 
Now. once again almost overnight they 
see a glimmer of prosperity on the hori­
zon after all. For them too, the main cause 
of inflation has suddenly gone away. and it 
looks as though modest economic prog­
ress is once more within their grasp. The Soviet Union is the biggest oil pro­

ducer in the world. It is also, of course. 
like the United Stat.es:a major consumer; 
and much of its exports go to East Euro­
pean and other Communist states. where 
it can charge prices which have only a 
minimal connection with the international 
price. The Soviets have in fact been seen 
to be exploiting their economic rela­
tionship with other Communist countries 
for many years, and in other commodities 
besides oil. Unfair barter arrangements 
concerning oil and other goods have also 
been made by the SOviet Union with many 
developing countries. particularly those 
which have at one time or another during 
the past quarter century been under 
Soviet control. 

So It seems particularly ironic that the 
Soviets now claim that the price of oil has 
been pushed dqwn by the West in order to 
hann. or "plunder". the developing coun­
tries. The truth. is. of course. that the Un­
ited ·States is also a big oil producing 
country-and although on balance the 
Americans welcome the descent in the oil 
price they are also affected by the same 
basic issues which affect the Soviet Union. 
And they have more both to win and to 
lose. since oil is one of the basic costs in 
the United States economy. and a low oil 
·price means a lifting of one of the most 
basic inflationary pressures. This is good 
for continued prosperity. But on the other 
hand the oil industry in the United States 
Is an important economic branch. and its 
health Is seriously affected by the low oil 
price. Many small oil firms have gone out 
of business. 

The United States would like to see sta­
bility in the oil markets, and it is certainly 
true that economic disruption in the oil 
producmg states is against Amencan m­
terests. Large debtor nations like Nigeria 
and Mexico find it difficult to service their 
loans to American banks. which puts the 
banKs themselves in danger. And the oil 
states of the Middle Eo~t. which are less 
radically affected because ot t11e1r smailer 
populations. are amongst Amenca·s lead­
ing lradin1 partners.and economic auster 
tty there affects many American firms. 

But the Sov1et Uruon now claims that 
the third world as a whole ts harmed by 
the drop 10 oil pnces and that this has 

been engineered by the West "in neo­
colonial style". The truth is that for the 
vast majority of third world countries. 
which are not oil producers. the drop In 
the international price of oil is about the 
best thing that could possibly have hap­
pened. When the price rose so strongly in 
the mid-seventies many of the third world 
countries which had achieved a small mea­
sure of economic advance thanks to the 
efforts of their peoples saw this wiped out 
almost overnight. In recent years it has 

Why should the Soviet Union pretend 
the opposite? The only answer we can 
give is that the propagandists in Moscow 
have orders to portray the Soviet Union as 
the natural friend of all developing coun­
tries. But th-ey are making a crass mistake 
in the oil context: only the oil producing 
countries will lose out through cheaper oil, 
and these make up only one or two of the 
developing countries. 

Courresy: Swiss Press Review 

Chinese Imperialism 
The following is an extract from a statement by HJs Holiness The Dalal Lama on 
the occasion ofthe 27th Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising Day. 

These days the Chinese. forced by self­
interest. are confonning to international 
norms of behaviour by adopting policies 
that are less dogmatic. This is to be 
praised and welcomed. In Tibet. too. there 
has been some liberalization of Chinese 
policies, some efforts to improve the ec~ 
nomy of the people and. unlike in the past. 
a little more interest in the culture of the 
Tibetan people. However. for the past 
thirty years or more the Chinese have 
looked down on the Tibetans as objects of 
slavery and oppression and intentionally 
deprived them of the precious opportuni­
ties for proper education. Now under the 
pretext that Tibetans are not competent 
large numbers of Chinese. mainly under 
the guise of skilled labour. are bemg 
brought into the major towns of central 
Tibet. Especially in parts of Amdo and 
Kham large numbers of Chinese are con­
tinually setting up agricultural settlements 
tn the more fertile areas and places where 
there are bett:Pr facilities. The native in­
habitants. the Tibetans. are being pushed 
away to remote areas and being forced tc 
live as nomads. 

No matter how convincmg t.'le temror 
ary natJOnalttres policy may appear. tt wtll 
be t'Xtrcmely regr table and dangerous if 
tt1e very basis of a ~lstlnct culture - the 
people - are made to disappear withOUl 
a trace. Similarly. whtle they say that they 
are tmproving the schools in Tibet the 

Chinese are taking to China many young 
nbetan children on the ground that there 
are better fadlities there. Here. too. there 
is the danger that eventually these chil­
dren will forget their way of thinking and 
living. The parents and the children them­
selves must make every effort to remem­
ber and preserve their distinctive tradi­
tions wherever they are. All of us must 
take serious note of these dangerous de­
velopments. 

1 would also like to add a word of cau­
tion about the new Chinese economic poli­
cy for Tibet Apart from liberalizing the 
economic system in Tibet. since 1980. 
China has recently invited foreign capital 
investment in Tibet This is welcome. if it 
will lead to an improvement in the stan­
dard of living of the common Tibetans. 
But for the last 27 years there has been a 
systematic exploitation of Tibet's natural 
resources. More than anything els~. Tibet 
was made the source of raw material for 
the economic development of China. If the 
present trend continues and also if the 
C:hinel'e hastily and haphazardly plan the 
economic development of Tibet to meet 
their overall modernization target without 
taking into consideration the conditions of 
the country and t~e needs of the people. 
there is the danger that not only economic 
choas but ecologrcal disaster will befall 
n~ • 
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The Ellora Festival 

The Ellora Festival (March 27 to 30) 
organized by the Maharashtra Tourism 
Development Corporation (MTDC) and 
the Maharashtra Films Stage and Cultural 
Development Corporation may be de­
scribed as quite a success. For one thing. it 
was right in the open grounds outside the 
Ellora Caves with the magnificent f~ailas 
temple all floodlit as the backdrop. In its 
own way, Nature too favoured the fest:JVal 
as the sky Was moonlit to add to the fes­
tive spirit. 

To their credit. the authorities were 
able to attract some leading musicians and 
dancers as well as some promising upcom­
Ing youngsters. Thus. the veteran vocalist 
Malikaoun Mansur llg1"1ted the traditional 
lamp and opened the Festival With the 
raga Nand. Even today his ..voice is strikrng 
in its rich resonance w11ich is remarkable 
for he is over seventy-five years. He was 
followed by Alarmel Walli's Bharata 
Natyam. Her Varnam was very impressive. 

On the second night Parveen Sultana 
left quite an impact with her khyal in Kala­
vati. This was followed by a short tarana 
in Hansadhwani. a thumri in Mishra Kafi. a 
Meera bh'!}an and Mishra Bhatravi as t.he 
grand finale. Precelling Parveen Sultana 
was Nath Nerulkar whose Shyam Ka/yan 
was indeed a well-studied recital. The ses­
sion ended with an Odissi recital by Anandi 
Ramachandran. White she has mastered 
the relevant technique she has yet to shed 
the influences of her guru. Kalucharan 
Mahapatra 

On the third night there was the sensi­
tive Yaman on the flute by Devendra Mur­
deshwar. This was followed by an Odissi 
recital by Sutapa Dasgupta. This was sheer 
delight for. her movements were ever so 
flowing and sensitively gr?ceful. Her Abhi­
naya and Pallavi were the hallmarks of her 
recital. Her performance was followed by a 
sarod recital by Zarine Daroowala. Her gra­
dual 'working out' of the raga 'Chandranan­
dan· was a joy for any serious sb.Jdent of clas­
sical music and of sarod. 

On the last ntght Sucheta Blllde-Lhapekar 
offered a rather out-of-tile-ordinary 
Bharata Natyam in that it reflected her 
strivings to 'integrate' Bharata Natyam 
Into the rictl Maharashtra cultural herit­
age. Thus the Marathi/H1ndl words of ller 
songs and one of her items was actually 

S.l. Clerk 

based on the famous Natya Sangeet from 
Manapman. The purists may not approve 
of Sucheta but the Hind1/Marathi words of 
the songs accompanying the dances did 
make for greater understanding and joy. 

The second half of the tlvening was d.e­
voted to a grand sitar performance by 
ShlJjaat Khan, son of Ustad Vilayat Khan. 
His Yaman, Shyam Ka/yan and Jog Kauns 
turned out to be the memorable grand 
finale of this year's Ell ora Festival. At least 
twice his voice accompanied his sitar re­
vealing a facet of his genius. 

The Ellora Festival was started only last 
year and already plans are afoot for the 
next one to be scheduled from 26th to 
29th March. 1987. This year's Festival 
was beset with problems relating· to the 
microphone and Hghting. The Kailas Tem­
ple too could have been better floodlit. 
After all. the various performances take 
place in an open air theatre and the au­
thorities ought to seek some real profes­
sional expert advice on the lights and the 

acoustics in order to do full justice both to 
the artistes and the audience. 

The main purpose of holding the Ellora 
Festival towards the end of March is to 
attract off-season tourists to some of our 
historical spots. White overall. the 1986 
Festival was fairly well-organized, Nature 
would seem to oppose the idea. For Au­
rangabad (where we were staying during 
the Festival. commuting to the Ellora 
Caves site every evening) during the day 
was burning hot forcing one to stay in 
doors. 

festivals like this one at Ellora should 
be held regularly in Maharashtra just as 
the Khajuraho festival is now a reguiar 
feature in Madhya Pradesh and has be­
come an international attraction. However 
the organisers might consider holding 
these festivals when the weather is salub­
rious. These festivals offer much needed 
"platforms" to our budding artistes. Such 
festivals held at Elephanta. Ganpati Pule 
etc. can be of Significance m several w.;ys. 
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The Rural Perspective 

It should be a matter of concern for all 
thinking Indians. that over the years. there 
has been an almost total breakdown of 
communication between the rural masses 
and the decision-makers of our country. 
No doubt. there has been much debate 
and writing on agricultural and rural 
development. but totally without the par­
ticipation of the supposed beneficiaries. 
Tall claims have been made of successes 
achieved. But very few have taken the 
trouble to examine these claims. in the 
context of our rich potential. or even the 
progress made by our neighbouring coun­
tries. in South East Asia. Further. no 
worthwhile evaluation has been made of 
the impact of whatever little progress that 
we have achieved. in the lives of the three 
fourths of the population which lives in 
our villages. Government publicity has 
been so powerful aAd one-sided. that the 
few dissenting voices that have tried have 
proved to be cries in the wilderness. 

The main reason for such a situation is 
that between Mahabna Gandhi and Rajiv 
Gandhi. the political culture of the country 
has changed so completely that those who 
should have played the role of crusaders 
have turned into courtiers. M.l.As and 
M.Ps. who owe tnelr seats In the legisla­
tures mostly to rural voters dare not talk 
about rural problems at their party meet­
ings. because they have realised that their 
leaders. who have now .acquired the status 
of masters. have no use for such talk. 

Ov~r a period of time. through a 
process of elimination of the conscientious 
from politics. the quality of legislatures 
has also changed. Very few study prob­
lems in depth. because they know that 
qualities other than studiousness now pay 
greater dividends in politics. The rural 
masses today are more voiceless than they 
ever were. While the literacy percentage in 
the rural areas remains shockingly tow. 
less than 30%. the standard of education 
has gone down so much that even those 
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who have had the benefit of some educa­
tion. are as ignorant. as are the unedu­
cated ones. Perhaps the prevailing ignor­
ance and illitercy suits our rulers best 
because taking advantage of these. they 
can easily sway the masses at the time ol 
elections. 

Our growth rate in agriculture has been 
amongst the slowest In South East Asia. 

Our per capita availability of foodgrains 
during the last five years has been no 
more than what It was during the 1961-
65 period. The only success that we can 
claim is that during the last two years we 
have not imported foodgrains. But our 
import bill for vegetable oils and sugar 
exceeds the amount that we paid for 
import of foodgrains in the past. 

The average per cc::pita real income of 
farmers has declined. while that of the 
rest of the nation has gone up. The share 
of agriculture in national income.- which 
used to be above 50% has now become 
less than 33%. Though the number of 
persons engaged in agriculture has not 
declined significantly the share of nearly 
66% population engaged In agriculture is 
no more than that of the top 1 0%. 

At the end of the Vllth plan. the share 
of agriculturists will be no more than 
25% of the national income. though their 
numbers will not decline. On the contrary, 
our Planners are hoping that additional 
work force will mostly be absorbed in 
agriculture and allied services. The dimi­
nishing .share in the national income 
without proportionate decline in the num­
ber of persons engaged in agriculture is 
t>ound to lead to the pauperisation of the 
peasantry. If this trend is not checked one 
can forget the evolution of a harmonious 

Bhanu Pratap Singh 

SOCiety in India. Sooner or later the 
pauperised pea~ntry will come under the 
influence of Naxalites. or such other 
elements. 

Such a situation was not inevitable had 
we made honest efforts tOwards fuller 
realisation of the vast potential of our 
agriculture. The increasing pauperisation 
of the peasantry is the direct result of the 
policies Initiated by Jawaharlal Nehru and 
pursued by his successors. Even now. 
according to the noted economist Michael 
Upton. if agricultural and industrial pro­
ducts of India are evaluated at internation­
al prices. t!le share rates between agricul­
turists and the rest will get reversed. The 
growing poverty of the rural masses is 
mainly due to the prici_ng policy of the 
Government 

It is in the national interest for a faster 
economic growth and evolution of a 
harmonious society that present-day lead­
ers should cease to treat rural India as 
their colony. 

If India is to grow faster economically -
and if we are to evolve a harmonious 
society. our present-day rulers should 
cease to treat rural India as their colony. 

• 



Free Press in a 
Democracy 

" ... True democracy can only thrive in a 
free clearing-house of cqmpeting 
ideologies and philosophies - political. 
economic and social - and in this the 
Press has an important role to play. 
The day this clearing-house closes 
down would toll the death-kne'll of 
democracy. It is not the function of the 
censor acting under the Censorship 
Order to make all newspapers and 
periodicals trim their sails to one wind 
or to tow along in a single file or to 
speak in chorus with one voice. It is not 
for him to exercise his statutory pow­
ers to force public opinion in a single 
mould or to turn the Press into an in­
strument of brainwashing the public. 
Under the Censorship Order the censor 
is appointed the nurse-maid of demo­
cracy and not its grave-digger. Dissent 
from the opinions and views held by 
the majority and criticism and dis­
approval of measures initiated by a 
party in power make for a healthy poli­
tical climate. and it is not for the censor 
to inject into this the lifelessness of 
forced conformity. Merely because dis­
sent. disapproval or criticism is ex: 
pressed in strong language is no 
ground for banning its publication. for 
as Sir Maurice Gwyer said in Niharendu 
Dutt Majumdar V. The King Emperor. 
( 1942) F.C.R.38(51 ). "hard words 
break no bones ... and there are certain 
words and phrases which have so long 
become the stock in trade of the de­
magogue as almost to have lost all 
meantng". But there are permissible 
limits to dissent and disapproval. The 
voice of dissent cannot take the form 
of incitement to revolutionary or sub­
versive activities. for then instead of 
serving democrC~cy it would subvert it. 
It is here that the censor's real role 
begins: for though It is not for him to 
stifle all dissent and protest. it is cer­
tainly lib t!uty tv s~e thaL di!>Sl:ltt l alld 
protest do nol overstep the permtsstble 
limits. 

Fr(1m d J11dgement by Justices Madan and 
Kama tn the Freedom Arst Censorhip Case. 
February I 0. 1976. 

A Quarterly of Liberal Ideas 

We Need Your Support 
THE DEMOCRATIC RESEARCH SERVICE. the publisher of Freedom 
First was established as far back as November 1950 with the blessings 
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at a time wt:len anti-democratic forces posed 
a clear and present danger to our infant democracy and free institutions 
faced the threat of internal subversion. 

Ever since July 1952 when Freedom First was first publisHed. this 
little journal has consistently spoken out in favour of freedom and 
individual liberty. making its pages available to the democratic dissenter. 

We are not aligned to any political party. But we are by no means 
neutral. We stand for freedom: we stand for the right of free expression 
suQject to the constraints of public decency and morality: we stand for a 
liberal society in which the business of government is government not 
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In the present climate of climbing costs we can continue publication 
only if we have your support in an increasing measure. 
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(we shall be happy to send you our advertisements tariff rates) or by 
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country. Overseas subscribers can get their copies by lind Class Air Mail 
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. Bool< Review_ · . 

BUSINESS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
by M.S. Patwardhan, Popular 
Prakashan, '986: Pp. 226: Rs 125. 

INDIAN ECONOMY: EMERGING 
PERSPECTIVES by Ramkrishna Bajaj , 
Allied Publishers Private Umit~d. 
1986: Pp. 194; Rs. 12S. 

Indian economic policy. during the last 
two years. has certainly undergone a 
dramatic deviation from its socialistic 
moorings. This quantum liberalisatJon in 
so brief a period. coupled with the emerg­
ence of a new political leadership. has cre­
ated an aura of expectation and introspec­
tion as to the performance of the eco­
nomy. 

The books under review. viz. BUSINESS 
AND THE ENVIRONMENT by M.S. Pat­
wardhan and INDIAN ECONOMY: EMERG­
ING PERSPECTIVES by Ramkrishna Bajaj 
are both products of this fever of transi­
ence. The importance of these two books 
lies primarily in their authors. Mr. Patwar­
dhan has been the Managing Director of 
the National Organic Chemical Industries 
Ltd. for th~ past eight years while Mr. 
Ramkrishna Bajaj. for over a generation 
now is one of India's leading industrialists. 
Both have therefore, vast and intimate 
knowledge of the character and nuances 
of India's industr ial structure and policy. 
Besides both the authors are ex­
Presidents of two of the most important 
chambers of commerce in the country. 
and may hence be considered the spokes­
men of the private corporate sector. 

Given the similarity of authorship and 
of the themes analy,sed. the two books 
compel comparison. Mr. Bajaj's INDIAN 
ECONOMY is. of the two. the more order­
ly work .. Written more like a text book. it 
covers the entire gamut of areas and 
issues in e~onomics in its five parts. Mr. 
Patwardhan's book is a medley of articles 
published in leading n'ewspapers. and jour­
nals over the last five years; yet it is the 
more erudite of the two. The number of 
issues dealt with are fewf!r but they reveal 
greater sophistication of analysis and con­
-siderable. if haphazard. research. 

Mr. Patwardhan begins with a brief 
uv~rvi~w or Lite EcunorrlY <.Juriuy the In­
dira years and follows it with a speculation 
of t rends in the text fifteen years. The 
overv1ew chapters are followed by a de­
t<~ilnd analy!'J"" 0f t.,r structural problems 
of Indian industry and industrial policy. 

The high cost structure of Industry. the 
regime of controls. the obsession with 
'Bigness' per se rather than with restric­
tive practices. the foreign exchange crisis, 
the resource erunch. each of these is dis­
sected with . penetration. Patwardhan 
admits that regionat dispersal of industry 
and insistence on small scale are both 
laudable goals but argues that the present 
policy attempts t6 achieve these at a very 
high opportunity cost The insistence on 
regional dispersiQn into no-industry areas 
forces on companies huge expenditure on 
sta.ndQY PQwer ~nd on luxuri~ like cqurier 
services. thanks to the poor infrastructure 
in these areas. 

Again the desire to achieve self-reliance 
through import substitution has given the 
economy a built-in monopolistic structure 
and protectionist culture which has in turn 
' :ed all-round obsolescence and ineffi­
ciency. The fondness for small-scale and 
the virtual anti-big complex has led to an 
uneconomic fragmentation of capacity as 
also to endless controls and delays in im­
plementation. Together these have pushed 
up the cost of industry internally and 
made it entirely uncompetitfve interna­
tionally. In the context subsidies will not 
help export promotion. argues the author. 
The entire structure has to be corrected to 
yield efficiency. Compelling equal atten­
tion is the problem of research and de­
velopment. Lack of technological upgrada­
tion will erode even the low cost labour 
advantage of the LOCs. 

Mr. Patwardhan's merit lies in the fact 
that he does not stop with criticisms. Each 
proplem is countered with pragmatic if 
'rightist' solutions. His pet suggestions in­
clude removal of impediments to capacity 
utilization. disallowing cuts on Plan invest­
ments in power and transport and com­
pletely avoiding investment in capital in­
tensive. long-gestation industries where 
we do not have any special economic 
advantage and where surplus capacicy ex­
ists in the world (e.g. steel and alumi­
nium). 

Besides industrial policy. the book also 
includes essays on the Chinese economy. 
Indo-Gulf trade. role of a chamber of com­
merce. study or economtcs and an entire 
section on management But Mr. Patwar­
dhan is at his best when he analyses in­
dustrial policy. His article on the 'Role of 
Depreciation in Resource Generation' and 
another on 'India's Petrochemical 

Strategy' are especia!Jy commendable. In­
deed the latter is a cut above the rest of 
th£> book (which is journalistic) and 
reaches the status of a research paper. 

An astounding feature of the analyses is 
tfle'sense of history. 'Perspective' is a key 
quality required of a manager according 
to Mr. Patwardhan and -he seems to have 
it in abunda(lt measure. HiS sensitive 
analysis of technology (chapter 18). his 
observations that a consumer revolution is 
inseparable from an open society and that 
the sellers' market is on its way out in 
India. all show a subtle and encyclopaedic 
mind. 

These advantages apart. the book. as 
has been said before. is basically jt>urnalis­
tic. Quite a few articles are already over­
taken by events. Its value is unlikely to 
outlive the eighties. The categorising ot 
articles into three haphazard parts is puz­
zling. Indeed a good few articl€:5 could 
have been jettisoned or simply clubbed 
under a separate part as 'Miscellaneous'. 
Finally, Mr. Patwardhan's suggestions are 
harshly capitalist and he barely sees the 
horrendous ills of the system. far less 
questions its dualism and injustice. 

Mr. Bajaj on the other hand. shows 
much more social commitment. and ex­
pectedly.so. Indeed he has a whole section 
on the Social Commitments ·Of Business. 

However. with respect to Industrial 
Policy his arguments and his suggestions 
are remarkably similar to Mr. Patwar­
dhan's and hence do not merit repetition. 

Unlike Mr. Patwardhan's, the entire 
manuscript has been written for publica­
tion as a book. The arrangement of chap­
ters is therefore more methodical and 
there is less repetition and overlapping. 
The Section on 'Links Abroad' has a fund 
of information. Besides. he has a detailed 
section pn Trade. an area. which Patwar­
dhan has largely ignored. 

What stands out, however. is Mr. ~aj's 
commitment to larger social issues: Pover­
ty and unemployment. Indeed he boldly 
admits that the chief premise of Indian 
lncustri.:l Policy viz. cconor;ic growth and 
its trickle down effect has proved false. 

Yet. when it comes to answers. Mr. Ba­
jqj staunchly sUcks to the chorus 'Vive Le 
Secteur Prive'. 

Lata Janardhanan 
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Emerging Fom Poverty: The Econo­
mics That Really Matters by Gerald M. 
J{leier, Oxford University Press, New 
York. 1984. Rs. 160. 

Since the mid-forties the international 
community has been concerned with the 
problems of mitigating the pains of pover­
ty and raising the totally inadequate living 
standard of more than 2 billion peoples of 
over 1 00 developing countries of Africa. 
Asia and Latin America. In spite of the 
efforts of these developing countries and 
international agencies. these problems 
have remained persistent. It is now. im­
perative to review the development re­
cord of the last forty years to know what 
has gone wrong with the development 
policies adopted by the poor countries: 
what policy changes were adopted as a 
result of the interplay of development ex­
perience of the poor countries and the 
thinking of the development economists: 
and what are the appropriate policies that 
should now be adopted to make these 
countries 'emerge from the depths of 
poverty'. 

The book under review is an excellent 
attempt to answer these questions by ex­
plaining the development economics in 
simple and non-technical language. With 
unusual clarity and range. the author --a 

Professor of International Economics at 
Stanford University (USA)-has offered a 
retrospective appraisal of the develop­
ment record of the last forty years giving 
a prescriptive analysis of the urgent policy 
measures to be pursued by the developing 
countries for accelerating their develop­
ment processes. The author's retrospec­
tive analysis of what has happened in the 
developing countries and how scholars 
and statesmen have analysed these hap­
penings. is a story. which is both exciting 
and disappointing. 

Divided in three parts. the first part of 
the book audits the record of the develop­
ment efforts of poor countries since 
World War II and provides a critical 
assessment of people's expectations. gov­
ernments' response. achievements and 
disappointments on both economic and 
political fronts. 

However, efforts to achieve economic 
development have produced political dis­
order. decay and instability in the poor 
countries where "Ethnic and class con­
flicts. military juntas. the dominance of 
unstable leaders, corruption among civil 
servants. coup d'etAt insurrection and 
guerilla warfare have continued to char-

acterize political underdevelopment" (p. 
99). 

In the second part of the book the au­
thor has analysed the evolution of ideas 
relating to development from Adam Smith 
and J.S. Mill to the recent school of de­
pendency and neo-Marxists. In the de­
veloping countries the progress of events 
has shaped ideas and ideas have shaped 
the reality of development The author, 
unfolding the changing views of the de­
velopment strategists and economists, has 
explained 'Old Growth Economics' the ear­
ly development economics of the 50s, the 
subsequent revision in development 
strategies of the 70s and the ideas of re­
cent (radical) scholars like Lewis. Prebisch. 
Myrdal. Singer. Baran. Amin, Cardoso and 
others. He concludes Jjlat the future 
course of development will depend upon 
combining the values of the economist's 
role as the 'trustee for the poor' and that 
of ·guardian of rationality'. 

In the last part of the book. Prof. Meier 
has looked to the future beyond the nee-­
classical economics, specified a number of 
policy issues and derived policy implica­
tions for some of the most troubling 
problems of development. 

P.M. Bora 
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RITWIK KUMAR GHATAK by Halmant i 
Banerjee: National Film Archives of In­
dia. Pp 103: Rs. 30. 

The book under review- a monograph 
-offers a fairly comprenensive 'picture' of 
the life and work of Ritwik Kumar Ghatak 
(1925-1976) 

The book begins with a biographical 
sketch: birth, parents. family. childhood. 
his inherent talents in drawing and music: 
adolescence in the catcutta of the'30s. 
obtaining his B.A. Degree in 1948. The 
Second World War and its effect on India. 
the Bengal famine. the Quit India Move­
ment. the Partition of Bengal, all these left 
quite an impact on him and led to the birth 
of a committed artist - in poems. story 
writing. theatre and finally cinema where 
he came in contact with leading film mak­
ers - Mrinal Sen.-Tapan Sen. K.A. Abbas, 
'l al.. and so on to his film Bedeni (1951 ). 
Nagarik ( 1952-53) followed by A)antrik 
(1958) and Bari Theke Paliye ( 1959). 
among others. Most of these were flops at 
the box office except for Meghe Dhaka 
Tara (1960). almost all cases of repeated 
p4blic rejection. This led him to a mood of 
alienation and suicidal withdrawaL 

He was only 36 when he gradually re­
tired from the Bengal film scene "physical­
ly and spiritually". He joined the Pune Film 
Institute as Vice-Principal in 1964-65 
where he made some short films. After 
leaving the job he made a few 
documentaries and two unfinished feature 
films but was affected by severe illness 
and had to be hospitalized In the Calcutta 
Mental Hospital. But then during 1972-76 
even white battling with death he was still 
at the height of his creative genius and 
evinced tremendous stamina and energy. 

Ghatak in main "grew up with a film 
heritage essentially romantic and escapist 
in nature" of the late 30s and early 40s. 
the golden ~ge of the New Theatre. He 
also inherited a tradition of musicals by 
Oebaki Bose. However, he was exposed to 
IPTA and quasi Maoist influences and be­
came a deeply committed artiste. His films 
acquire a dynamism as they are with an 
objective reality juxtaposed against 
romanticism. But then above all. his films 
evrnce 1115 vrston anu tt·re ract that ne was 
far ahead of his times. both in his 
approach and in his technique. Thus, in his 
hands for the first ttme in lnd1an cine,a 
sound became a deliberate part of the en­
tire structure of the film. 

Though his films flopped at the box 

office and w.ere r~ected by the public 
these were due to no fault of his and he 
refused to compromise. ··aut idealism 
fought a lost battle against a mundane. 
commercialized reality". He was basically 
an idealist totally dedicated to his muse. 
His contribution to the evolution of mod­
ern Indian cinema is now being recognised 
and appreciated almost a decade after his 
death. "His greatest contribution to Indian 
films is the thread he picked up from the 
earlier lower-level materialist culture to 
weave into Marxist culture today.'' He re­
fused to join the bandwagon or bow to 
the box office. Suffering and feeling frus­
tated throughout. he hit the bottle which 
certainly made things worse. It is the 
tragedy of a wasted genius. 

While the monograph under reView 
analyses the individual films. one misses 
an overall evaluation of Ghatak's metier. 
No doubt. to an extent this is done in the 
'Resume'. However. a more meticulous 
treatment in this context would have 
further accentuated the reference value of 
t.l'm monograph. 

S.l. Clerk 

WHY I AM NOT A CHRISTIAN and THE 
FAITH OF A RATIONALIST by Bertrand 
Russell: Pp24: reprinted by The Indian 
Secular Society: Rs. 5. 

The Indian Secular SOCiety has published 
this small boo}<fet comprising two essays 
"WHY I AM N~T A CHRISTIAN" and 'THE 
FAITH OF A RA T/ONALIST" by Bertrand Rus­
sell. Highly provocative and controversial as 
they are. they re~ect Russell's non-conformist 
outlook. However it is difficult to fall in line 
with Russell 's intellectual perception of life. 
morals and the universe. 

Russell disputed the existence of God 
and the contentions of the Church that 
" ... the existence of God can be proved-by 
unaided reason ... " He further writes: " If 
everything must have a cause. then God 
must have a cause," as a rebuttal to the 
theory of first cause. But the thought that 
the creation of human existence cannot 
but be attributed to some Divine Existence 
which can by itself be the commencement 
of first cause. has apparently never cros­
sed Hussell's rrnnd. 

Russell further argues: ''There is no 
reason why ihe world could not have 
come into being without a cause. nor on 
the other hand. is there any reason why it 
should not have always existed. There is 
no reason to suppose that the world had a 

begmning at all. The idea that things must 
have a beginning is really due to the 
poverty of our imagination ... This. coming 
so soon after Russell quoting the Indian's 
view .. that the world rested upon an 
elephant and the elephant rested upon a 
tortoise, and when they said 'How about 
the tortoise?'. the Indian said 'suppose we 
change the subject" • cannot but be seen 
as a failure on the part of Russell to 
rationalise his ar~ument. 

If human fallacies are what have cre­
ated the world 'as it is today. it by itself is 
no ground to discard the theory of a Di­
vine Creator. The Divine Creator cannot 
be expected to. nurse his creation as pa­
rents cannot be expected to guide adult 
foot-loose children. Therefore it is difficult 
to go along with Russell when he says "it 
is a most astonishing thing that people can 
believe that this world with all its defects. 
should be the best that omnipotence and 
omniscience has been able to produce in 
millions of years. I really cannot believe it 
Do you think that if you were granted 
omnipotence and omniscience and millions 
of years in which to perfect your world, 
you could produce nothing better than the 
Ku Klux Klan. the fascist. and Mr. Winston 
Churchill"? Ku Klux Klan and the fascist 
yes. but to equate them with a great 
Statesman like Churchill is nothing but an 
irrational argument 

Speaking on religion, Russell no doubt 
has a point when he stresses the gulf be­
tween practice and precept of the various 
religions. We know from experience that 
very few rationalists and athiests have the 
courage to rebel against the Laws of the 
Divine Creator, especially during adversi­
ties. Strict adherence and consistency is 
impossible in any sphere of life.. 

Russell's contention that. "historically it 
is quite doubtful whether Christ existed" 
is made perhaps with blissful oblivious­
ness that centuries hence perhaps the ex­
istence of Russell himself may be doubted 
in spite of the fact that hi-tech d~vices of 
today ca11 freeze moments of the present 
for posterity. In the centuries gone by only 
the scriptures. rudimentary records and 
word of mouth were links between the 
past and the present To doubt such 
epoch-making events like the advent nf 
Christ may perhaps put the entire past in a 
twilight zone. 

Reading this booklet one concedes Rus­
sell's right to his opinions but then the 
reader is also entitled to opine otherwise 
on Russell. 

Nttln G. Raut 
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In Brief .. . 

THE GOVERNOR: SAGE OR 
SABOTEUR-A collection of Essays; 
Roll Books International: Pp. 176: Rs. 
95. 

This highly-readable volume of essays 
has made a timely appearance. what with 
the Institution of Governor coming in for 
spirited public discussion in recent months 
following the disgraceful manner in wh1ch 
Mr. Jagmohan. the former Lt. Governor of 
Delhi. has chosen to repond to the searing 
indictment passed against him by the Sup· 
reme Courl Even earlier. the events m 
Andhra Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir 
brought that august office into sharp pub­
lic focus. and it is just as well that a debate 
has been initiated on the subject 

The contributors to the volume have 
backgrounds which are as diverse as they 
are distlngulshed: Soli Sorabjee. the emi­
nent lawyer: Govind Narain. L.P. Singh and 
Dharma Vira. former Governors who 
were also administrators of remarkable 
dedication and integrity: E.M.S. Nam­
boodiripad and P. Upendra. leaders of two 
opposition parties who hold strong views 
of their own. coloured obviously by the1r 
respective experiences: and Sunanda 
Datta-Ray and Tavleen Singh, journalists 
who have brought to bear considerable 
perspicacity in their reportage and analy­
ses of political events. The essays are as 
interestlng as they are instructive. and 
make for compelling reading. 

BRIGHT PROMISES. DISMAL PER­
FORMANCE: An Economist's Protest 
by Milton Friedman: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich: Pp:. 393: $4.95. 

1YRANNY OF THE STATUS QUO by Mil­
ton & Rose Friedman: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich: Pp. 182: $10.95. 

The cause of democratic capitalism has 
found few modern exponents as vigorous 
and articulate as Milton Fnedman. These 
... ~ L~ L: {::.~Ow .... : .... ~.(J;""~~ .: •! I 

wtfc) mntmlle thC'l'ACt:ll~"~nt worl~ tJClllL' IJy 
tt1e Nobel laureate over the decades. The 
lu Jt 1::. iJ collctuun ul I ri~'Ufll.tl1:, Nvw .• 
wet.'l' roi•Jinns whirh addre% c;tJch divcrsr> 
toptcs as tntlatlon. the conscq11ences of 
over regulation. U1e role or slatt! dgenciL:~ . 
wclfarism. International trade.tax refonn. 
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etc. The second advances the mterestmg 
thesis that there IS, 10 every government 
an invariable tendency to reverse the de­
clared policies of Its leaders (whether left 
or right} within a Few months of their 
assuming office. The 'iron triangle'­
consisttng of the direct beneficiaries of 
laws. the bureaucrats who thrive on them. 
and the politicians who seek votes­
always asserts itself to preserve the status 
quo and frustrate far ·reaching refonn. · A 
new admm1stration." say ttle Fneamans. 
"has some six to nine months in Which to 
achieve major changes: 1f 1t does not seize 
the opportunity to act decisively during 
that period. it Will not have another such 
opporturrity." 

AMNES1Y INTERNATIONAL REPORT 
1985-AI Publications. London: Pp. 
359: Price not stated. 

Covering the human nghts s1tuat1on 
tn some 123 countnes around the world. 
this report seeks to draw pomted atten­
tion to the savagery practtsed by man over 
man. Of particular interest to readers in 
India is Amnesty's assessment of the hap­
penings in this country. especially in the 
troubled State of Punjab. where some of 
the most frighteningly draconian laws 
have been made applicable m recent 
months. The report gives the lte to many 
of the claims crotted out by offic1al agen­
cies. and is therefore essential reading for 
all those concerned With human rights and 
the rule of law. 

THE RISE AND FALL OF BRITISH INDIA 
by Karle de Schwelnitz. Jr.: Methuen 
(Distd. by Bl Publications. Bombay): 
Pp. 275; As. 100. 

Schwemitz. a professor at ttle North 
western Umvers1ty in Illinois. addresses 
htmself to the task of examining the im 
pact that coercion as an instrument of 
British imperialism had on Indian subjects. 
"Whatever caused imperialism:· he says. 
"its agents coerced subject peoples 10 
varytng degrees and thus depressed the 
latter's sense of well bemg and/or free­
dom." While there can be no quar rei With 
that proposition. It IS an equally undem 
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rnenl>. t:-Jrl Jdmg S{lfllf1 ijt'mor- ·lnC'::.. ,..,.,.,rt 
coercive lllftUI'fll t•S n11 lllc rult'd. allJCtt 111 , j 

~UIJtiL t.J:>t\1' .J I 0 till l\,:l t . tt l(.~ 1(11 . 
that SrhWCfllill ''t i'l!lillyo..,j r]'>J\Jlfli .... till!' 

lion lo be pt.:CUIIi:J t lt' llllfJE.'rlalt:-.tn. 11 1•; 
d~. hcJld!Jle. 

AN ATLAS OF BRITISH POLITICS by 
Robert Waller; Croom-Helm: Pp. ZOS; 
£ 16.95 •• 

Conceived as a complementary volume 
to Waller's earlier Almanac of British Poli­
tics. th1s atlas offers a deep lnstght into 
such interesting aspects of British life as 
the spread of unemployment housing. 
car ownership. education. vocations. 
voters-patterns. etc. regionwise. The. re­
gions covered tnclude the South-West. the 
South of England. Grearer London, Central 
England and East Anglia. the West Midlands. 
ttle North Midlands. the North West. York­
Shire. the North of England. Wales. Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. 

Much of the datil is bas~d on the results 
of the 1981 census and the 1883 General 
Election. and the information contained Is 
therefore fatrly current 

JUDGES AND THE JUDICIAL POWER. 
ed. by Rajeev Dhawan. R. Sudarshan & 
Salman Khurshid; Sweet & MaxweiU 
Tripathl : Pp. 340: 

JUDICIAL JUSTICE: A Focus Towards 
Social Justice by V.R. Krishna lyer: Trl­
pathi; Pp. 164: Rs. 85. 

Justice Knshna lyer. rightly or wrongly. 
occupies a prominent place in the judicial 
history of post-independence India. It is 
not entirely surprising. therefore. that 
some of his admirers decided tQ bring out 
a volume of essays in his honour and 
roped In such contributors as Lord De­
nning. Prof. J.A.G. Griffiths. Lord Scar­
man, Alan Peterson. Neil McCormick. John 
Bell. Archibald Cox and Robert Hardgrave. 
Jr .. among others. Indian contnbutors m­
clude. apart from the three editors. Jagat 
Naram. Upendra Baxi and K.M. Sharma. As 
is only to be expected of such volumes. it 
is a mixed bag. 

The second book is based on the three 
lectures delivered by Justice lyer at the 
Campus Law Centre. Delhi University. in 
April 1985. Those familiar with the 
learned JUdge's pronouncements over the 
years Wtll find nothmg new or novel about 
these lectures the same litany of com 
plaints t~gainst the Judicial system as it ex-
;~•.- .-,...~.,. •h • .. ,.me> ' "'"h ,,,,,. '=!f'"l:[i.-' nf 

r•1rrr•n lnoJI problems. the SJme call for 
'rarliri'llis:Jtton· as a panacea for he prsent 
tl ,, !lltl IJ on all the~.e coucht•d of 
u w., .. 11 1 111:1t odd. convoluted style (}f hls 
WhiCh 1'· QtJaranteed to put off even the 
rTIOs' •)fltlloJII•t'tlt reader. 
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Leslie Sawhny Centre 
83, Rest Camp Road, Deolall 

THERE's a quiet place. set in the heights of Deolali. Amidst lush green hills and 
blooming rose gardens is the Leslie Sawhny Centre. 

The bracing climate of Deolali and the warm-hearted hospitality of the Training Centre 
are a happy combination. promoting a sense of well-being and enthusiasm. 

Many courses are conducted here from lime to time by the Leslie Sawhny Programme 
of Training for Democracy, a non-partisan educational organisation. named after the 
late Col. Leslie Sawhny which aims ot the training of citizens in constructive citizenship 
ond leadership. 

Now. the Training Centre, with all Its residential and other amenities, Is being made 
available to commercial and other organisations which need a suitable venue. at very 
reasonable rates. for their own programmes such as seminars. conferences. group 
discussions and training courses. 

The Training Centre is well planned and equipped with the latest available audio visual 
facilities. confefence room. library. lndOO( games. television. etc. 

Deolali Is most easily and conveniently accessible from Bombay by rail and rood. 

For enquiries and further details please write to: 

The Executive Secretary 
Leslie Sawhny Programme 
Army & Navy Building, 3rd floor 
148 Mahatma Gandhi Rood 
Bombay 400 023 

FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION 
Freedom. wlth social responsibility and the rule of law. is the foundation of civilisation and a 
precondition for social and cultural progress. Few people however, have an adequate idea 
and understanding of fhe meaning and value of freedom and Its implication on day-to-day 
life. Generally. freedom Is taken to mean merely the absence of restrictions of whatever one 
wishes to hove or do. II Is doubtful whether freedom as a basic value has become a part of 
our cultural ethos. 

There is urgent need to promote the acceptance of the values of freedom and dignity of 
the individual among our people and specially among the young. The only hope lies in the 
efforts ot voluntary organisations specifically dedicated to the promotion of these values. A 
long-term programme of sound popular education in the meaning. implications and respon­
sibilities of freedom in all Its aspects is necessa1y. 

These considerations. and the desire to make efforts in that direction. have prompted the 
establishment of the Freedom First Foundation as a non~partisan . educational. charitable 
Trust tor the promotion of these values and ideals. The Foundation will organise lectures, semi­
nars. study classes. and other educative and cultural activities. and will publish and/or sub­
sidise the publication of period icals. books and pamphlets. for the promotion of these aims 
and objectives, 

WC? .-,rpe>n\ tr 'lll '""....,.'' ·1 ::-~ ::::11:":1'! .:;~ :...., ~; ... ...,.:! .... , .-., Jl.::lll'-'-''u'--1 u11u 1..11 1 u t-Jc.ll ...vi..tt.:IY 

to support the r oundotion by sending donations und co1 ,It ibutions lu II te corpus of !he Fou1' 
dation. 

The Foundulior1 ha5 been regl3lert;d undor tlt(J Puulic, 1 rur.l Act und donaliufl:> of l~s . 250 ur ill 
above ore exempt from lox under Section 80 G(1) of •he Income fax Act. 1961. 

Cheques should be made payable to the Freedom First Foundatlon,127. Mahatma Gan 
dhr Rood, Bombay 400 023. and earmarked for its corpus 
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A Volume of Essays 

Mn.JC:OMA~ANI 
Edited by: R. Srinivasan 

in-depth articles by distinguished writers: 

Tire Concept of Liberalism 
rmd its Relevance for India 

From Political Liberalism 
to Liberal Humanism 
l11centives to Goodness 

-S.P. Aiyar 

- R. Srinivasan 

in Public Life - R.M. Lala 

Tile Persistence of llnwisdom in Govemmwt 
and the Duty to Dissent - N.A. Palkhivala 

The Constitution and The judicial 
Protection of the Rights of 
1/rr lndivid11al -Soli J. Sorabjee 

Academic Leadership: 
A Mnjor Challenge in 
Universihj Educatio11 

Opposition as a Luxun;-
the Theoretical Challenge 
from Africa 
Government and tire Medin 
Free Flow of Information: 
National and lntemntional 
Oimrnsicms 

Populism ;, lnrfimr Politics 

-C. D. Narasimhajah 

- Padma Srinivasan 
- Mehra Masani 

- Cushrow Irani 

- Adi H. Doctor 

1-orl!tgn Auf: 
l<ewa rtf ins IIIIJ.Ill VI! rtslt lilt' II t l - P.r. Hauer and 

B.S. Yamey 

The CollSII /II er Mtn•t•mcnt - M.R. Pai 

Tltt• Stal e rmd lh t• Art-. - Niss im Ezekiel 

And 
An extensive i11terview of Minoo Mnsaw· by Frits 
Bolkestein, the Netllerlands' Minister for Foreign 
Trade in wlricll Masnni atrswers questions ranging 
from Gandhi and Nehrll to Metaphysics, Caste and 
Character. 

Plus 
).R.D. Tafa's "Masani as I Know frinr" 
Fredie Mehta on tire Economics of Minoa Masnni 
S. V. Raju's description of llle Maverick Crusader, and 
Ajit Jain 's accou11t of Masnni as a parliamentarian. 

Price: Rs. 120/-
Now available to FREEDOM FIRSTsubscrjbers 
at a special price of Rs. 100/- (postage tree). 
Only a limited number of copies available. 

Oc~~~:,~~!:i~RDERTODAY., 
f'.lanecktec Wadia Btnldmg, 
4th Floor, 127. Mahatma G<tndhi l{o~d. I 
l'o(.t. !lombay 400 023 

l'lca'tt! s~:nJ nw ~·npwH.'\ ut I r,.:t.•dnrn &. Ol~..,~.·nl 

1 .1111 end0$10); oil' n 1M .O.I f) ll /thtJ'llll' lor R~ ---
Ill r.wour 0 1 rrc.,dlllll Fir. I (t•ul•t.ltinn dll'<.)U('~ plt•aS<' I 
.tdtl R, G/ ) 
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