


Mehra Masani: A Personal Tribute

For those of us who joined ALL INDIA
RADIO (AlR)in the days before indepen-
dence, the passing away of Mehra Masa-
ni means the end of an epoch. A new
medium of expression geared to all that
is best in the intellectual and artistic
world, Mehra Masani seemed to symbol-
ize what radio stood for.

Highly educated with a masters degree
from the London School of Economics,
Mehra joined AIR as a Programme
Assistant in Bombay in the late thirties. I

came to know of her existence shortly
after AIR occupied Broadcasting House
on Parliament Street, New Delhi in
August 1943. She used to stay at the
Marina Hotel in Connaught Circus and in
the winter months would walk down to
office. I *as i youngster of twen\rhvo in
the news department, and cycling back
home after the morning shift would stop
for a minute or two to watch her walking
briskly on the other side of the streel She
was tall and elegant with a mop of thick
black hair. And that is how she remained
till the last ten years when arthritis started
crippling her.

But I came to know Mehra Masani onlY
after 1960. She had been selected as a
Station Director in mid-1949 and a few
months later as Director External Servic-
es where she stayed for well over a dec-
ade. Meanwhile I was out of Delhi till
1961 and it was then we started working
together and I got to know her.

From her work in AIR I shall pick out a

few of her most significant contributions.

Mehra was the first Director of the
External Services Division which previ-
ously was a part of the News Services
Division. While news and current affairs

programmes continued to be provided
by the News Services Division, the
remaining programmes were planned
and presented by the new Division, in
something like 25 languages. lt was she
who was responsible for working out the
staff structure and programme content,
which has remained largely constant
ever since. lt was she who laid the foun-
dation of what is the backbone of the
External Services, - The General Over-
seas Services in English - which is on
the air for'some l2 hours a day. Later, it
was under her aegis that, through the
work of lqbal Malik, the Ordu Service, of
equal length came into being. Ever since
its operation it has commanded a mas-
sive audience both in Pakistan and in
lndia. lt is a strange and interesting fact
that writers in Pakistan want to have their
books, of prose and poetry, reviewed on
AIR's Urdu Service. They find ingenious
ways of getting their books across to AlR.

ln 1965, when lndira Candhi joined the
Cabinet as Minister for lnformation and
Broadcasting, there were hopes of
change in AlR. We were overjoyed at
Mehra's appointment as Member - Sec-
retary of the Chanda Committee. lt is not
possible to single out the contribution of
individual members to the joint report of
a committee. But in the practical charac-
ter of the report in pinning down prob-
lems, one can perceive her touch. Only -

an insider could have known where the
shoe really pinches.

There is a document known as the
Masani Committee Report, but even
some ex-AlR persons who have men-
tioned it in recent newspaper articles do
not know what it is about. lt is a work
study orr AIR prograrrrrne stafi require-
ments, based on output. What, for exam-
ple, are the number of programme
executiveVproducers required to man-
age a given number of hours of music,
drama etc. Prior to this report there were
no criteria on which such matters were
decided. The report aftempted to provide
standardized criteria. There was a lot of
controversy within the department and
with the Ministry of Finance, on the theo-
retical feasibility of working out such
norms in respect of activity said to be
creatiue. Nevertheless there is no doubt
that some criteria are better than sheer
;r:1 /toct:;rtt. ,\1i:lr; a s repuii lras piovi.icu
AIR's man-power requirements wiilr a

solid foundation, which few are aware of.

P.C. Chatterji

Mehra Masani then Deputy Director-
General (DDG), was the first AIR official
to be a Member of the lndian ddlegation
to the UNESCO Ceneral Assembly in
Paris in 1968. She served on several del-
egations to the AB(J and Commonwealth
Broadcasting conferences before she
retired around 1970. Since then, her
most notable contribution to broadcast-
ing was her book entitled "Broadcasting
and the People", published by the
National Book Trust (NBT), during the
period-of the 'emergency'. The book
reflects her interest in broadcasting as a
tool for education, both general educa-
tion and education for democracy. lt was
a courageous act to write such a book at
that period and Dr. S. Gopal who was
Chairman of the NBT deserves credit for
publishing it. ln his preface he strongly
supported Masani's plea for an autono-
mous broadcasting set-up and for free-
dom of information. I am sorry that
Copal's preface was not included in the
revised edition which appeared in 1984.

How was it that Mehra Masani did not
make it to the top and sought early retire-
ment as a DDC about a year before her
time? When the first selection of Station
Directors under the OPSC took place in
1949, she was placed first on rhe merit
list. A few months later she was selected
as Director of the External Services
which was in a higher grade. Those who
were third and fourth in the merit list
below her, became DG in their turn but
she went no further than DDG. With her
colleagues and subordinates she had a
great reputation for being clear headed
and decisive. Her kindness and consider-
ation for those who worked under her
were proverbial. Only male chauvinism
and intrigue can explain why she did not
get further. But the wonder is that she
never complained. I consider her one of
the most generous and forgiving of per-
sons I have ever known.

I saw her last in Devlali some six
months ago. lt was distressing to see
how wasted she was. I recalled my pic-
ture of her fifty years ago. We grieve but
it is better this way. She suffered greatly
yet her courage was manifest in the man-
ner in which she bore it --.- as in everv
thing she ever did.
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. Aninnocent girt who is writing her examination is torched to death by her disappointed
'lover' aid.ed by a gang of thugs Boys get together and gangrape a girl in tt 

" 
.oir!i" pi"-ir""

and- in spite of continuor '.i public outcry the villain of the pieie is yeito be brought to 
'book.

College boys plan a carefui murder and get away with it for almoit a year and the careful
planning that went into the murder readJlike a tirriller. College canteens are not infrequdntly
places where students are murdered in public view, and now increasing evidenc" 

"*.rg"r'that most colleges have a sprinkling of criminal elements masqueradirig as students, thi.rgs
who are intimate with political leaders and who can do anything with impunity.

This is a development that has taken place during the last twenty-five years. Our institutions
of higher education are no longer places that we generally associate as centres where young
people besides studying have innocent fun too. i

Those who have studied the problems of youth have argued that in adolescence it is natural
for a sense of revolt to exhibit itself.

Great social movements such as the revolutions in France, Cermany, in the Russia of the
late 19th century found a number of young students 'acting irresponsibly' but carrying a
mission across to the people. Similar has been the experience of students' movements in
China, Japan, Burma, lndia and several other countries. They were the harbingers and heralds
of a sense of social and political freedom.

But the Present developments are far different and have nothing whatever to do with
idealism or even youthful exuberance. They are criminal and anti-social.

We felt thdt amidst the deafening controversies and the violence in the Punjab or Kashmir
or Assam, the dangerous implications of lndia's younger generation now in their teens or
early. twenties turning anti-social or being manipulated by anti-social elements a4d politicians,
needed to be highlighted ',

We present you with some views on what is and what ought to be done to tackle the
problem.

We aftach great imPortance to what is happening in the erstwhile communist empire. They
seem to have learnt the right lessons while our 'leaders' are either too timid to publicly admit
that lndia too needs to change direction or are too dense - continuing to mouth outdated
beliefs that have been so unequivocally debunked in the Soviet Union and Easterri Europe.

We bring you the views of experts who are competent to comment on this subject.

Contents July-September 1990
No.406

UrbanTeenageViolence

- The Fallout of a Crumbling Educational Structure
Degeneration of Higher Education
Teen Violence and Juvenile Delinquency
Turmoil in theCampus
Urban Teenage Violence - The Danger Signals
The Decline of Education
Advice to Youth

R. Srinivasan
Louella Lobo Prabhu

P. L. Olatikar
A Teacher

R. S. Morkhandikar
Will Durant

5
8

11

14
15
l8

The Role of English in Free lndia K. R. Srinivasa lyengar 21

Why So Much Corruption? MinooMasani 25

Bofors in general and Cenerals in Bofors N. S. Siva 27

Perestroika, the Souiet Union, Eastem
lndia - Learning Some Lessons from
Edstern Europe

Europeand India

Perestroika - Test for the Future of Soviet Socialism
A Radical Prescription
Accelerating the Pace of Liberalisation

Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar
Ramnath Narayanswamy

Murray N. Rothbard
Ramu Pandit

'{;
-Jlt

29
31
34
37

Labour Participation in Management S. Nair 41

Mockery that Helped Topple an Empire Bernard Levin 43

Malavanthangal's Damien Prema Nandakumar 45

Debate 48

The MasaniVieutpoint 51

Book Reuleus

}i nr,.

55



t.t

I havethe habit of slapping people, but only thosewhoml.considermyown. . .r ,

All moclern Indians have two supreme enjoyments in life, 
l

which mayrbe regarded as theiiorily on"r. iner" ui" -'

earning money and nur'sing endless grievances.

Nirad Chaudhari, //lus tratedWeekilg .of hdiaS,tay tl

When the countryvoted for a change whattheywere
hoping for (was) not some watered down version of the

I

Congress (l).

Tavleen Singh, lndian fupress, April 24

Whereas Max once described the tsarist Russian empire
as a prison of nations, and Stalin turned it into the
graveyard of nations, under Gorbachev the Soviet empire
is rapjdly bec6mi4g the volcano of nations.

Zbigniew Brezezinski, Fore ign.Affairs ;Winter 1 989-90

There is no point in building hydelprojects, excavating
dams or establishing industries if fhe country is going to
be desertified. - :

RcK,i rrre weei,lune za

Mrs. Thatcher's government looks today to be moving
perilously close to that psephologicalbourn from which
no government returns.

Thb Guardian, l,tarch i8
I

... over four decades of populism
baked socialism have cieated a hydra-
infrastructdre manned by an aimy 6f
public servants - servants only in nami
aim is to perpetuate controls. i

It is time for both governments (in lndia'
give up the rhetoric of national honoufi
whether their nations can afford th6

Kingshuk Nag and Rajiv Shirali,

When revolutions take place nowadays,,likS, iire,
t"q":.il-I in Rum.ania, the first objectiyl of $g f t
revolutionbries is noi th" b.;riJ;tiei pii+fr6lit
television or broadcasting station.

Though reports of communism-s death
exaggerated, nobody need doubt tfrat thi:

The

(,Fipa1cg,,f!i4isJeq) Dgnd.qvatp"€hbg!4 stqp .talkirlg aleut.
a ceiling on debt and start talking about a ceiling on
socialism beginning with public sector inyestment.

Frank Ching, Newsweek, May

Jay Dubashi, S undag' Obse ruer, J une 16

: ".;
;'i: "
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achieve was to get those who coul$n't
care'less for thg social conbequenCes
of polluting the atmosphere or despoil-
ing the ec-ololry, to sit up and take
il6tiai that they no longer can get dway
with it.

, Freedom First stands for a market
ec,olomy- lt stands for cqmpetiti.on and
minimum govemmenl But it also
stands for a strohg government that
enforces laws which ,protect the. peo-
ple's.quality of life and their right to
breathe clean air. Ultimately this is what
the fight is gll about

A report in Sundag (June,l7) noted
she was cut down to size because she
stepped on the toes ol 'manV infl.uential
people she rubbed the lvrong way to
prove her poinl She spaied no effort to
give her defunct ministry a definite
shape sending terse summons to sen-
ior ministers".

*Lhe 
Lim@ .has cone:' bhe

- ler^'js ca*oJJ

Bruno Bettelheim

intellectually. Hi9 pooks

With the passing away,of.B;yno Bel-
telheim we have been rend6'ie-? pooibr

*t 
" q"41K "f :n+Iry *ings; ,

of sJroas-and. ships- "
- enA vaJinfivax-

of cabbaqes - '
an&' ktn6s-"

eagerly and whether it be
view of children; the impc
tales for the growth of thg',lphd; Urg ;
savagpry of {he corrcsntratiott?Cgrflpsil.',.1
or of growing up in Kibbtitres,*r.f€ , . :Ur vl glvwurg uP lrr r\[.ayu.-Eso':.ff:-:t ,-'.,,
afways wrote with great"insighU'flis life- ' " "1r

style was a testament to thei triumph of , . , 
i'

svR

ttre spiritover the barbarism he experi- ' 
" '

enced in the nightmarish il6ys of the : .rrl
1930s. He wag something ifi a-guru,to

-fre .countleqs. wlio.:;knes; *tirh.:ogp. 'I
through his-booasl oilliki El Friimrii ' "'"rX
ryfio. f,ghted up. rha4y,s; rhind ;,p9[9l;f i :r :;':wno lgnteO uP many E mlno:De[el.'-;'-1jr -.i
1pim'offered no 

. 

i$S.ologica] dg..lujoBL: -,ij,,iil*iu"il"ii ;u'ilffii .n;riii;;G . -,i'r,j
writings and never be disappointed by
what he offered. He would have thor-

Ff,:fuP,pofters ryny. be exaggetating -
iefeaeer4! Ellt,rvhat she was able to
r-,9.=-i' 1'-.<.r ..r
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I;J:
lence appears to have acquired_ legiti- success by whatever mea4g,:pnd by not
macy. Symbolic violence has enteled taking..seiiolsly. lapses ,iriiit" -oratinto our lives and consciousness. lf all behaviour of th-eir lyqyds.;',ia,i

P:.,:.^!-y9leto consciously.swit-c.h.off An earlier generatioh:,:,:
their sets.(an atmost impossible thing) geing,iJji""'"il"

lglt.tfg...E!: :l,reaf of violence there would be a definite improvem";i ;;;il;'ffir1,!,;j;iffioj;;;
9!'t"s1ug-e}9 -in urban lndia it in attitudes towards violence. Hil;;rk ii'&[ii"a.
5.be 'Qlgrul to viqw *-"t'^.d ffiJrn".TrI,r"''"" ;:$'|jtR''narro* and.dtrfri!'path. But

'f"*:'iitfii:;:: 
ji."iffiXlil: ""rT;o 

media ,r'."ra thererore be l?y y" have a situatiot'ivhere the

FiEi'-i;;'#;d;rff:runons ::',:lf"*i*,jj"*l$:, ;f ,# f:,Uf;if,:.11"i,:i"fflJiX",lilli_
;liueiij,af is:;l",Tl.s:^,: ::Htl",,'gi,;fiT,t?lHi,r'' o1!i,rl,e,jll [:ii,H::qiffl n:"Jii&n'ff"in".!
rf ndticinal'and international poli- iiri-ol*r" have tost tne cao-ulP#",i *,lt are far from "cohdu.iG'; rtilt,
vbgttiqt,if ri: lraii, lran;china, the ffii,". ilH:ffj;.ilffili'orur.yar_ they crgwd til:i;';;;;;Et;j"n"a u.,"
Ambticdn'ha}.on1 o,1fl|:*T, ;;:'Ail of us hav€ apparendy t:,"ofi; ?tT.,:pl"i: coneenial,'noi-'ic,i..,ist.,iy
o-rrrilnoccin^ ia .mi^.ll^,

!l*gft*..t*r.:i.l- '' : . al things,una ait.ipli;;il il;;;;; used to reading.books, dheV:have no

lViitiil i,:,49it -r.o.9, violence rras gre'valies 6,utiri'-iV 
"ro]-.,i."'i"Iril 

qrj":cy at home to study,;IGii pdr€nts
OFr.:.a-wiy,of,life with little or no cate.Atongwiththed;.ti";';;;""1joal, tnlnt,that they have dorierfell if they

,9f',,u! controlling the scourge. the declinJof a sense of aisciotine fi u- s.omehow manage to send :their chil-

forts.in newspapers. of communal not talking of -inaf"rr, ,t"r,{, p"tLr*i dren.to college. These are among sev-

Xr,99ii€,:T?le1c.e,,.vi.9lence"in public 'authoritan:anism) has been anli-p"i_ eral factors,that have contributed to a

wi!4e,5e1ns is mindless 1'"J:i::: t[ iililnry towards tui4'ira-,#il"i :19 l'::ltline buito *sf gyiqL wavs to

:,;::-h'pdlitical 
leaders get away ;i; ;;:;r"kes. A family ,.n"unr'ruu""ij 

"succeed" academicalV'ft-e-v. 
"r.. ^4i

+!,igni., n;lp;; :yffi ; ffii';Hil il':t L:4 fi : : # J :liH: ;";;;; ;a !:; i ; 
11 
*.niah.;l'iinl r;.Il9:, 3T9ng-Youtn ' ta'nt factorln cbrrodinq the sense olval- sense oI acaoemlc unseruement qng to,

fa ayLn ryi,tn il;;ft';ii;';;id Lf IslJs'Ds 
'(r'! 

v<rr- 
i ::f:ry: :1.9y::*T"lvaruel ggai'

ajtnJ. loro3d-. 
:hqye 

. A;;, 
-;J 

il',ili,i.ss enough the developments have acted as cataly:f, 
,'iibhplace th'at we aie I ;-.)-".';:,'j";:::':::_;i:"1:'-:l: r*,^ i*;.,-,- -'^ -; ' i

,*a+..{ rr^;;.;. i;;:,-r^.;: ,.p994-to,wgrk..f1grd, discipline oneself Two Novels . . ' :.,,; ,., . .
rv'rPrqls urqr'wE o'= need-to work hard. dis,cipline oneself Two Novels
l.tci,itnitrec let alone,'il;:.d;hiTl;llii:r-alt pteasurds in Two novrina ':aeny'one'ser tmall 'pteasu.ds in Two hovets dealing''with,'ejnetiior;ii

ordeq to reach i'::portant goals. All of us institutions are very r6vealing about the
ii'nguisi;

;|1$:t:Iiy.:^tly-"lt]ul . want of our children to suiceed; it does sociolosy of tndian rugt * "ir""t'"r.'i"i.Pl1t.t^P.?"J]^o]:n:",,:!d not matter if thiy don't have it *ithin the eart! sixties a novetwas pubtished in
ll99-.9ltj:.-q:l:l1"X",q,,'rth9T.19st],g.cped.,We:want them ts do Kannada calledcolle.ge Ringa.Jn thisj,l^h^ly31':^,".:i' b;iril"ily Jiir," *"hiiJi'.,i,'i,li; ,ii ,;,ffi;";,::=.:#'Elc'.i:l

#3.:n".Tal-ls.c.lreSl] .ne8.fis-gleaqing .the .pahq of thosd Principal of :a,'soyernmFnt
8ffi1.3 .ff:f 1flf,!,;-9e1t-"rne$ or get $enil.6ntry in1o pqqs. tamil Nadu','w-roiq ;, fi;,

,nsjl,ftas t'EJfi idmieA ia
illa poriphad tiigft school.
r of pblty z_eprl6ts and 'an

tfrattcofnivid' 5t iorrup-

tions. watched dn w and on 'video moral life (sinte most ci?lhgrh t 6?ftund:th€'tsuruunts;'fatutty bhd'
S66sreensin rnost urban homes, often by in fiddles big and small);in thotrghths!-*the pdministration.. The ,novel however
F+Sg*ntir"*.femily,.seated ,together;' vio- ly. advocating and sdvanc;ng-;i?ateria1',iena"prtln,o-ptj-irti" 

".ie 
lyith a deter-
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college authorities pagl<lhg all instiiu_
tions:with their nomiriees, ;twist ;ve
rule and corrupt every act, bye-law ani
regulation of the university..But thebpti-
mism of the earlier noft i.:mir;1l".
lnstead, academic excellence, inteqriil
and grit ultimatety find tf'"ir Wit".io6 ]
with the most deteimined lecturer com-
pelled to become a henchman-

A guarter of a century later, dnother
novel in Marathi, Bonsai bv Subhas
Bhende traverses similar groind. This

,time it is a university in Maharashtra.
Here, politics,, corruption, nepotism, thg
looting of public money and a network
of intriguing academic .buccaneers
from the Vice-Chancellor down to the

Registrar of the
establishment.

This tragic transficrmation so, unfor.
geftably described in the novel. is also

crboked

colleges of technol
cians are sliamelul

a 'stable,into a
and feather their

and vice-chancellord havel
authorising false exper,rs€jaci
faculty. One vi.ge.chancelior::j
niscent mood,'talked at a
to the public thaf he,,ttji-il
during his travel :ln\thg-

i.

becarise he .wa,S i*ith,hil'';
ation of education has never
low.

Enter the Politician, - .'

th.e person of the
an extremely
can foment arid instigate lforltild:
oft dh lstudbntbo whbl,fiaVb

The Character of the Young

Aristotle.

Even if politicians do,liol di
trol colleged, local potitrTii!"
(very often' a eupheiiiism:'
iiek to' exercise,' corifrol'ot

' ' :_i ''::-' l:slons. rhey sPonsglr g+c3l
usually d political'aide-oi

Freedom Firct. 6

^, i';;,=1.?r,.#,": .*,r-:+'6.,1*
..::1 -rI'. . .,.f'rt: - ?:
. . r, .ii .i , ..., ,i$.'
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. at 1.r.:r;. .1,,' ,. I ir ' . , '
.._;\'8i-.!-! - -: ..;;rSJi;.: ; \ -1..i... t'-.
. :l€sejexaminations use these toughs to

' ;' 
-,'$!Ctheir 

answer papers marked up and
in5tdnces ha.ve not been wanting when
responsible members of the iollege
haVe b6en beaten up in full public view.
l' These'are bad enough, but direct

... FOliticization of colleges where party
goons penetrate into the unions has

" dgrre much to debase college elections.
-'.tn. Tamil Nadu the extent of penetration
':is,to':be seen to.be believeC. Both the
..wings of rhe DMK and the AIADMK

' -Seek 
to iqntrol college students' bodies

a4d elqgtions to these resemble a mini-' state election with lavish spending. For
votei the candidates would do anrthing

-.' 
by way of bribes, including screening ol

i.;,.hqrd" porno Videos in college hostels.

";',,Prot-essions, 
ban ners, guzzl i n g of liquor

,' .,dre all in the game. Is it surprising that

"....colleges 
in Tamil Nadu have not pro-

'rj duced even a sinole student who has

ll,,achieved scholastic excellance during.iltre 
last three decades?

'i;l in 'suCh ari atmosphere it is natural
.'that'vio'lence should'be widespread in
. cglleges. What is surprising is that it is

'. 'stili so restricted.
','v: . .i:''
) J' r.''i!::
I :Cii1{qons' iri Colleges
' - Thte administration of most of our

collegeg leads to situations conducive
, "to .the outbrdak of violence. First, the
i 'pioblem of space. There are too many
i.people congested in too small an area

,' Which necessarily will lead to conflicts
and quarrels. Colleges designed for a

" 'thousand students now have more than
rt lthiee thousahd. Facitities such as' a

1;;Spprts'gioqndq, ..large common roomsr

it ppgn sp'aces for students to get togeth-
pffi .tie.'glmgst non-ex[9tent.

: tl iAnother factor that is unique about
Eg8ilr'coneges fs irrat the very openness of

the institutions has allowed outside
{:--Jumpen elements to enter the premises

i: iof]the'college and create disturbance.
i-Ibcal'thugs-in'the-making who have

i,ihothing to'do with a collegE are often to

&S-g,'fgqnC in br around cblleges getting

ffihii4.,..ryitfr teasing girls,'itching for a

fllfgm an'd terrorizing watchmen. Al_most

ivbry,college has its quota of these ele-

". fients. lnterestingly these types are not
",r:iiifficult to dealwith if one.had the will'
"lThefe are instances of determined Prin-

I cipals who took courage in their hands
6nd successfully drove these Pests

!-.laway for good ._ at least during their
...-tenure in office.

Election Expenses in a College Elec-
tion

What exactly do candidates spend
money on? The following is a break-up
of a candidate's (contesting the chair-
man's post) expenses:
Stationery and postal char- Rs. 5,000
ges:
Cifts:
Visiting cards, pamphlets,
posters:
For buying up two rival can- Rs. 6,000
didates:
Liquor and Blue Films: Rs. 4,000

Travelling, celebratory fire- Rs. 4,000
works etc:

tals. The cleverest among them make ' ..,..it
the college a base for eKra incorne by ,' ':':,'.i
moonlighting, thus cutting into the time ,',.1,;,

and attention that is legitimately due to .-'.:.:'

the institution employing them. I 
-,,;

Teachers staffing the colleges has .'1,,,t,
been one of the persistent problqms of ,;,.,!

higher education in our country. But a . .', u
mix of the bad and the good compen-
sated the negative elements that might
have otherwise dominated the system
Even the indifferent teacher earlier was
not publicly cynical of educational
excellence. However with some excep-
tions, tlre position today is. dxactly the
reverse..

Lack of interest in things intellectual
and academic, an obfriscatory and
myopic attitude towards gducational
matters, totally inadequate:class room
preparation, a paranoia rggbrding fhe
reading of books and a. r€luctance to
meet Jtudents has made diir universi-
ties and colleges what Oxfci-fd was in the
the 18th century. Gibbon .d€scribed the
fourteen months spent "ii Magdalen
College "the most idle and unprofitable
(months) of my whole life". An unwor-
thy faculty has rendered the classroom
a farce. The student can easily miss all
the lectures and acquit himself excel-

lently in the examinations. . 
'

College "Annuals" were once occa-
sions when students put forward items
combining both enthusiasm and horse
play and at the same time rowdy ele-
ment! were kept under control. This was
decades ago. Now these are events that
are dreaded by the college staff and
demonstrate the total brbakdown of
corporate college values with goon-
daism invariably taking over.

While there have been no education:
al experiments, a number of inaniti6s
have gathered strength. Every college
has days like Rose Day - where girls
are presented with roses; ethnic day -where everyone comes to the college
attired in any way he fancies; saree day

- where all the girls put on sarees etc.
These pre-occupations which should
perhaps have been in the loWer classes
in schobls are indulged in with serious-
ness, by college-gbing youth."And thu .

facdlty is helpless'to stop these idiocl€s.

Solutions
Can the situation be iaved? Can we

bring pgckJo the coJiegeS thg old dpys
when violence in the campuses was
i.tnknown? Not for the next fifteen to
twenty years, till the fa-culties nciw on

Refreshments, food:
Parties after winning:
Total:

Rs.12,000
Rs. 5,000

Rs. 8,000
Rs 5,OOO

Rs. 45,000

Aside, September 1990

With such large numbers of students,
examinations and invigilation have tur-
ned into one big farce. Copying and
cheating at examinations on a colossal
scale is almost the norm. The determi-
nation and careful planning with which
this is done is often baffling and surpris-
ing. Supervision is not as strict as 'it
ought to be and threats are enough to
drive away the invigilatoi. ln quite a few
colleges, the Principals are known to
have let off the guilty and the dutiful
invigilator made to look foolish.

The best lack all conuiction. while
the uorst

Are full of passionate intensitg.
With such elements in educational

institutions, it ls only natural that vio-
' lence should haVe become a part of

college establishments- With a d-edicat-
ed team of professors in colleges, it
could at least be rendered shame-
faced. But with the faculty in most col-
leges totally deVoid of interest in
teaching, let alone conviction, it is hard-
ly surprising that the rotten elements
have become brazen in their contempt
for the 'egg heads'.

The Faculty and Extra Curricular Activ-
ities

ln inverse proportion to the explosion
in the numbers of students'is the,.sad
depletion in the number of dedicated
teachers entering he professidn,'Thq
recent hike in salaries has not attractcC
the best but the second-besi. Often'the
worst elements have flocked to the por-
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also cannot absolve them.
their -responsibilities. The
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fgd!. qf the Media
;The socio-cultural factors mentioned

eveq the very young are exposed,
i5itizes . them to the value of
n,life. ln lndia, Amitabh Bach-

(NSUI) dr the Youth Congress has a
record of sorts in the matter of unruly
behaviour. The incidents at the Nagpur
session and in North Korea, exhibit the
youth "culture" fostered by our national
parties. When a national parly also hap-
pens to be a ruling party either at the
Centre, or in a state, its members tend
to think they are above the law. Their
offences are handled with kid gloves by
the police. (lt was alleged but never
proved that the late Sanjay Candhiwas
involved in a car stealing spree, along.
with the sons of senior government sec-
retaries). But it is from these cadres,
that our future leaders are made. (Had
he lived, Sanjay Gandhiwould undoubt-
edly have been a Prime Minister!) The
damage done by the politics-teen-
violence nexus, is, that politics is per-
ceived by people as the high point of
success, and membership, possibly,
even of a Municipal Corporation, as a
more desirable objective than even the
winning of the Nobel Prize! When politi-
clans are sanctified, despite their known
anti-social origins, the role models of
the young are thoroughly perverted.

The Media
It is easier to analyse a problem than

to devise solutions. Nothing can be
done for the psychopath. But some-
thing can be done for teens with per-
sonality neuroses, psychoses, or dfug
addiction, if parents, at least of the afflu-
ent sort, are watchful Drug-taking in
particular, leaves symptoms which the
parent should know and act upon,
seeking professional counselling, if
necessary.

T.V. has recently been used to propa-
gate birth control, and to better the sta-
tus of the female child (the latter an
excellent and imaginative public educa-
tion campaign). lt could be used to
familiarise parents with the tell-tale
signs of drug addiction, for which they
need to watch.

Inculcating Values

Educators at all levels, especially in
snob schools bnd colleges, jhould-not
merely teach academic curriculae but
values. ln the Mangalore University an
excellent moral science course, careful-
ly worked out on non-denominationai
lines, was shot down by the then Aca-
demic Council. lt is desireable that col-:
leges have such classes, or counselling.
Of course, only the more elite schools
and colleges can afford this luxury. But

a :... -.:r,,-j,

where they can; they shpuld. Moral sci-
ence is also taught vicariously, when
these institutions and universities
choose their Chief Guests'f<ir college
functions and their recipientS of "Hono-
ris Causa". ln this area of selection, in
lndia,. it is well khown that many ambi-
tious politicians b.uy their Doctorates
and, in some cases, their f/o4oris Cau-
sa. However, even so revergd an institu-
tion as Oxford, or Cambiidge, is not
above the politicisation :of "Honoris
Causq- in which even lndira Gandhi fig-
ured, though she coul( no[gnake it past
the Oxbridge passing standard as a stu-
dent. The "Yes Prime Minlster" series,
throws further light on the gmicism with
which even the Oxbridge bstablishment
tailors its academic hori'durs to win
reciprbcal favouis from iioliticians or
high officials, like Sir Hdmphrey. The
difference may be that thi.s;lribe in the
West may at least feelho4dqi bound, to
keep commitments made:ii''

The domoge done bythe
politics-teen vlolence nexus
is thot politics is perceived

by people os the high poinl
of success ond membership

even of o Municlpol
Corporotion os o more

desiroble objective thon
even the winning of the

Nobel Prize.

lf it seems that this article has gone
off track on the author's hobby horse, it
is because educational institutions are
our crucibles for a better tomorrow, and
it is saddening that educators set an
example of crassly cgmmercial values.
For the College Day of any noted col-
lege, the Principal and governing body
meeting to decide on a Chief Guest, will
almost invariably choose a politician
irrespective of his reputation, in the
fond hope that "those ih brief authority",
can get something done for the institu-
tion. Under our conditions, it is unlikely
thai they will remain in bffice for long. it
is seldom that politicians keep their
promises, anyvay! Why do not educa-
tional institutions leave this tribe alone,
and honour outstanding scholars, sci-
entists, and artists, putting before their
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hlrrnan'life, a," daiV reports of terrerist
t-".+ killings in the Punjdb or Kashmir reduce
itlindMdual human beings to mere statis-

fi1riis,'which naturally fail to register.
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ii..,.'Coleman does mention "peer Pres-
, ,SUr€"r to which he gives a bald para-

Street gangs with territories of
may not be unknown to

metrqpolitan cities. Their pat-
behaviour in the U.S. are bril-

iluminated by the musical "West
.'They do however exist very

markedly, at college and university lev-
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dhls. Thouqh Soviet Russia has the Kom-

f i6o-ot, -and Britain, the Young
i*;Conservatives wing of the Conservative

:11"Per.ly, lndia is unique at least among
tsa4riinocratis countries. All political par-

ffitiC,infiitrate the campus of major col-
f, lbge3 and universities, funding their
;.,.-cdndidates standing for election. They
t,,,$.l4n, what should be an election wholly
i..5n i5ru"r before the student body, to a;"'iiolitical verdict on the dominant politi-

,. cal parties in the area.
" --'While no political party can claim
'i 6bSolutely clean hands in this regard,
:,..the National Students Onion of lndia
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values not based
success?

nbeds.'to fund child and
dpr 4ucn .pore generously

re. lt; also needs to
imrintation of its laws.

,llf.=Oliig., for example, 
. 
thbt

iliider-trial, were held in
:']for. "longer than they would

een.had{he1r been tried and con-
'Ailundertrial in a common gaol; about leprosy) for maximum efficacy. ments of Health and Youth..WelfaJe.

funding. lt ha-s already been mentioned even nationaliribtitutions liki,Nierfihan5',r 
'Lffi

that TV can be enlisted for upper tlass are overcrowdedrana rintAiieauitfi;a:l' :..,r.**nf$

parents to recognise the symptoms. ECT is the easiest mode-oJ-deiitirii'wittr ,.,i'.1jfir*
But this deals with a small sigment of .the mentaily ill,' many ,Oi,iv5-d{..rot, ; fi; ,.

society. The campdign can reich lower' becafse no one comes'd5 .tdkdlttrgm t. ;.f:ti
income groups' ia health woikers ' u*uy.' PsychidGc residerici{s;'p.y.biat-,t':;.i1;t*-
address the senior classOs in schools ric.nursing specialisation,l,bpltet gqqip;.J .tii,$
and colleges on the evils of drug-taking. ment and drugs for mental iiistitutioh3 +;..i
Such programme5 can be carried out and hospital departmgnt!-p'ded a hign ', ..qiii
enlisting a private organisation (as gov- priority in the health:budgeting of *n" ,',:'...r
ernment and the Hind Kusht Nivaran Centre and. thb '6ta'te3, with ',,i:i.;lti
Sangh combine to spread awareness co-ordination 'between jlthe Depart- I = 

1

The State needs to run many more The task of guidancg;lprevention)
rehabilitation programmes, or to assist un6 rehabiliteitibn'(cure)Sif.Doth mind-
organisations which are already in the boggling. But.if public arid.F-fivate effort
field of rehabilitating alcoholics; drug- .ould qo hand in frana, we;iih stillsave
abusers, and the mentally ill, with a stiP- our m"ost precious natio$f,!igssgg the
ulation that such funds .r-h9ull be youth! ,ii..,.,..,_

onlike the o.S. where having a per- :##[ t:['#*",,'.*J;frffffiffiotifJ,?
sonal psychiatrist is a symbol of having read text b6ok used by ltuau@,|!b aubjeit a;

ulauon [nal Sucn Iunqs Snoulo De VOUth! ....

targeted towards trre voung, if tl," f""ar vvq ' : - -.'illtl,tj'
come from the Ministry of Youth Wel- l4RS.LOOFgA. LOBO PRABHg f.'Associale
fare. Editor, .lnsight aird a regular Cprtr$l-titorto Free'

dgm First,
Psychiatric Facilities

"arrived", lndia is still in the dark ages as a foimal discipline,'as, aldo by:irit6iisted la-yper:

far as mental health is concerned'. Qsl sons. lts chapter on delinlr-'ency-lhris-provided a

...:--:'.-':..-^j' useful skeleton structure for t\ei-fles-hing-out ofbig cities boast. of numerous 
. 
super- il]!';";;. trp-- -.- - . .,,ii;,.1, 

.

specialities, but have inadequate psy- :i:rirri' ;

c'hiatric facilities - The psychiitric ,,j:r :'
departments of public hospitils, and ::,{;:it

, *:i.i,

fd.'sgnlr,tg a badly-run delinquent
ii. fs'cfrminal:material in the mak-
t$'tuiidi ar" obviously limited, the
iasl5':Should'be on parole. Where
ii? ddlinquerit home, and its facil-
Eig.ifi?jdequate, officials could

fre latpsf towTlolk in helping to

ila:ciitd; have it home once or

,d"'yee$,gnd do other little acts of

:?:,ctrild. There are many,

;-o,ld€1,p9gp[e, who would be glad

#'.Jigtt of adoption. As the
it',-bf :l$eys Town': showed,

.:i'tehan!e. there is no child who
>t bd r-ehabiltated.

been set for them by the elders.

through a gritical sit-
lnnotent and help-

becoming Victimd of
:vioJertce'in different
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mtd;;.rb *o" of violence has raised

"- iff."bti I'aad'in recent years. This vio-
e.is notorganised. It lras not p..rscd
pao-blgrri to thg unity and integrity of
nbtion. Bdt it cbrtainly has become



such it cannot be entirely free from the
virtues and vices affecting that society
which are reflected in the student com-
munity so well. ln addition, these teen-
agers are emotional, sentimental and
have the tendency to imitate the elders
who often chart their paths in advance
and youngsters tread on them. Hence,
howsoever disgusting or disturbing the
behaviour of these youngsters might
appear to us, we should not shut our
eyes to the fact that the stage has
already been set for them by the elders.
We are shocked because we do not
want to see the young ruined. But their
behaviour is only an.outward symptom
of a disease which has already found a
shelter in the body of our society. The
disease shows its presence in different
forms and at different levels. lf we wish
to cure the disease we must carefully try
to understand its real nature, its causes
and then try to lay down certain pre-
scriptions. Ad hoc, superficial and
patchwork measures will not be of
much help.

A Determined lvlinority
Let us nol at the same time, magnify

the problem. The number of students
resorting to violence is still a micro-
scopic minority. The large majority of
students do not subscribe to violence.
Nevertheless it would be foolish if we do
not pay serious attention to this prob-
lem merely because only a small sec-
tion of the student communitY is
invoh,ed. This microscopic minority has
the strength to shake the very founda-
tions of our society. lt has the potential
to intimidate the innocent and even,
one day, seduce peace-loving students
and citizens if not checked in time.

Contributing Factors
What could be the reasons behind

this phenomenon? Some reasons like
urrcertaintv al;c.ut tlt.t frrtirre and its

resultant frustration, fear of unemploy-
ment, the effeqt of entertainment media
like Cinema and T.V., the absence of
high ideals could be mentioned. The
violence depicted in the Cinema has
almost reached optimum level. A movie
without its component of violence has
become a rarity. To our film producers
violence and sex are the' irigi€dients
that ensure success at the box-office.
The grip of this media over lndian soci-
ety can hardly be overestimated.
-!-[rorrnhtfr rl attrl r)roner rlse of ttris

media can go a lonq way in moulding
and shaping the social mind. Unfortu-

Fret'clorn Firsl l2

nately this has not received the serious
attention it deserves. We should not be
surprised and shocked if impression-
able young minds, taking a clue from
this powerful media, accept those
methods to settle accounts. After the
gruesome murder of Rinku Patil in
Ulhasnagar, I recall a police officer
quoting a cinema picture in which a

similar type of murder was shown.

ldeals of character have become very
rare these days. Practically all aspects of
our social life have come under the
shadow of politicians who capture polit-
ical power and try to maintain it
adopting unscrupulous means. Unfor-
tunately our political leadership has
gained tremendous importance in our
social life out of all proportion to their
contribution to society. The lure of polit-
ical power and its attendant benefits
dazzle the vision of our younger genera-
tion. The tendency is to regard all
means as honourable in achieving
one's goal. ln this background the com-
pensating presence of high ideals of
character is absolutely essential for
youngsters and teenagers who could
shape their lives taking inspiration from
them. lts absence creates a vacuum in
the life of the young and which is filled
by unhealthy tendencies.

The lmportance of the Home
One more phenomenon responsible

for the derailment of our youngsters is
the decline of the institution known as
the "Home". This institution "Home"
was the cornerstone of our society for
many centuries. At all stages of human
development the "Home" shaped and
trained the life and thinking of people. lt
made a person a useful and contribut-
ing member of society. All those virtues
essential for building up a good and
healthy social life were inculcated in
hinr l>y this institr-rtiort. Unfortunately, it
is crumbling today. There could be
many reasons for its decline in the con-
text of our fast changing social life. But
the leaders of society and the intelli-
genlsia as a whole have missed the sig-
nificance and totally neglected the
permanent utility of the Home or Fami-
ly. A major cause behind its decline is
the wrong ard self-destructive ideas
about the concept of individual liberty.
The very idea of the individual as a use-
ful factor of society has collapsed. ls
real indivirlrral lil'rt'r-t,, q2.'rifi.prl l'' :r"

individual if he becomes a socially use-
iul entity?

The Politician-Student Nexus
The nexus between politicians and

students is ancient and well known.
Youth seem to be naturally attracted
to the excitement of politics, and
political parties use this to mould
opinion in their favour and to gather
volunteers in their ranks - a phe-
nomenon that is as common in Chi-
na as it is in Paraguay and as
applicable to the times of Socrates
as it is now. ln Tamil Nadu itself,
thousands of hot-blooded young
adults joined the Quit lndia move-
ment, the excitement and danger of
those times only fuelling their enthu-
siasm, and later, after lndependence,
an equal number joined the Dravidi-
an movement. Politicians and stu-
dents seem to complement each
other perfectly, when you come to
think of it. Each supplies a need
which the other fulfils. The student
craves idealism, the charisma of a
leader and the fireworks of political
activism. For the politician or the
political movement he belongs to,
the young adult, the flower of society,
symbolises everything desirable in a
follower: energy, enthusiasm, blind
devotion and the sheer power of
youth. "But young people do not set
a political trend, they merely follow
it," commented a senior political
writer. That is the problem with stu-
dent politics in our country today. I

don't think we can compare the stu-
dents of today with those who took
part in the lndependence struggli or
the early Dravidian movement. Con"
sider the giants who led them in;
those days have we anyone compfl:.
rable now? As are the leaders so ihe
follorvers. Politics has become a

mockery of idealism today, a ptofes-
sional exercise in self-promotion and
power mongering. The degeneration
of our political system is invariably
reflected in the political behaviour of,
our youth. Politics is a natural activitf
for youth. The problem is, what kind
of politics? The brand that our stu-
dents follow today is that of corrup-
tion, ignorance and violence. That is
the real problem."

t_
Aside, Septcmber 1989



' "Uncertainty about the future, fear of
unemployment and the resultant frus-

' tration are fnaking our younger genera-
tion feel very insecure. They have lost

' {aith,in the system. This is the crisis of
'..faith or trust,,thAt'our student commu-
i. nity is'facing today. it is frigh time that
,. we, take our student community out of
;thi! whirlpool of distrust. We must try to
.'' create in our youth a sense of tru6t and
rl:cdnfidence in the future and this will
l.need continuoqs and consistent efforts
', on the part of those concerned and
'more so the parents and teachers with
whom the students have constant inter-

' action.

, This interaction is important. Proper
and healthy interaction willhelp to gen-
erate trust and confidence in their

.u,ards. Most parents are under the
impiession that once they provide for
their. fees, books, pocket money etc.
their job is over. This attitude is suicidal.
Parents shouid try to djscuss with their

"wards in a,'friendly and affectionate
. manner their problems. An atmosphere
of mutual trust and confidence needs to
be created, so that their wards will have

i'the confidence to share their'problEms
i.ti,i*r tfrem.
it. ,,

i#inSofu, as, the student-teacher r€la-

i{gnShtp is."copce;ned the picture is very
dismal. The student does not attend
college for months together nor does

. h-e appeaS for college tests or examina-
" ii6ns., Paients are generally in the dark
nabo0t what'their children are doing or
' not dolng. This has been the experience
tof":sjudents coming from well-to-do
ffdhiilie!. I know.the case of a student
from a middle qlass family who forged
his rhaiksheet and came for admission

:.with his parents. They did not know
'.iinything about it. ln fact they had not
even bothered to see the marksheet of
th€ir ward! When students admitted to
cbif'eges are neglected to this extent, no
wonder education and knowledge are

'debarred' from thdir lives.

education in a particular discipline, the One more aspect of this problem
student is also shaped to be a useful needrl .thoughtful consideration. The
mgmber of society. Unfortunately this frinijple th;-t all thqse wfid ddsire td
objective is sidetracked and success in have higfrer education shorild,get the
the examination has remained the only 6pjp6nunity to prosecute it is no doubt a'
objective for students, teachers and .lOfty,one, but need all be admitted in
educational institutions as a whole. The bciiieges? Students with mbrit should be
student community seems to be totally given admissions in colleges and the
cut off from their teachers. This is a big less rnerited could take recourse to the
gap but certainll, not an unbridgeable open education system. The preseni
one. Even today teachers with compe- system of admitting all ,who seek
tence, calibre and adopting the right ddmissions inespective of thbir rnerit

approach can influence the behaviour
of the student community to a great :

extent. Towards this end'the teaching
community will do well to seriotrsly
re-think the place of agitations likei ' .

mass leave of absence and strikes in
the field of education for'the fuifilmeht
of their demands even if some of theiir
demands are genuine. Ours is still a
society in which the teaching commu-
nity continues to commdnd some
respect and teachers cari contribute
their bit to re-establish their ciedibi[ity
and rapport *',n t,ud"nO, 

,,,,.
The Scourge of College Elbctions
Another area that needs attehtion is the
practice of college elections: Tllere is:
no gainsaying the"fact thai,i<iliege elec-
tions have become an important cause
of rowdyism and bloody coiifilcts in col:
lege campuses. The linkajg between
students' unions and politi!$l parties is
the main cause behind the.ittjiible.This ,

linkage must be snapped. W. e..have lew- : '

ered the voting age in tl€.country's
electoral system to 18 year$. This will
open, even wider, the gates'of colleges

li,i::5':g'"":,'"'dH':'J.i[:T,]il,'
ership has taken a populist decision,

A Sense of Duty which is going to affecl'' Social life '

A good and healthy interaction adversely in the long run' The damage 
.

betwein teachers and stuients will also could be irreparable. .,. , .. .,.

go a long way in arresting this vicious We should not follow the,Westblind- '"'-
trend. Too much emphasis on class ly, and must learn to take decisio4s, ' 

,

room teaching has blurred our vision keeping in mind the conditions prevail- .

and perspective. We do not seem to ing in our society. lt is not my intention ' - ,

believe that the teacher has a role to to deny the glory of the democratic sys- :

play in shaping and moulding the life tim and elections as Part of that sys- .

and character of the student communi- tem. But their implementation call3 for. 
,

ty. The teacher's unflinching loyalty extra vigilance and care. Let us not for- i'

towards his profession, his passion for get that political education must Pre- : i

knowledge, the efforts he makes to car- cede political franchise. We went ahead ' ,,,

ry tha! knowledge to the students, his with politicalfranchise and left.the Proc- . '

thinking, his behlviour and his dealings ess of political education to take care df
with students, all these deeply influence itself. This is self-defeating. It will not
the student's mind and intellect. It has only defeat the democratic process
been the age-old objective of educa- itself but will also totally vitiate the edu-
tional institutions to see that along with cational htmosphere

.rd*i
.":.f:rtill
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has not yielded good results.

A Right to Higher Education?
The rush for admission to colleges

arises from a sense of confusion and
anxiety on the part of the both parents
and their wards. These relate to the
future course of studies after SSC and
HSC. How many of them are genuinely
interested in higher education? Very
few. For many of them college life is fun
time. They have absolutely nothing to
do with attendance at lectures, appear-
ing for college tests and examinations;
using the library and reading room or
seeking excellance in a particular aca-
demic discipline. They are neither
checked by parents nor teachers. They
assert their presence in the college
campus by a variety of means all
unacademic, and nothing to do with
education. This encourages indisci-
pline, rowdyism and, at times, violence.
What else can one expect from these
so-called students who are forced by
circumstances to join college for higher
education peihaps, much against their
wishes. Who is to blame?

There is yet another dimension to
this problem. By admitting large num-
bers of students into colleges, the gov-
ernrnent and ultimately society is
spending crores of rupees on them. To
what end? lt is time we devise a system
to save this colossal waste of money
and direct the latent youth energy in
fruitful directions. Vocationalisation of
education on a mass scale after the
I Oth standard may perhaps be the right
solution to this vexed problem.

PROF. P.L. OLATIKAR is the Principal of VPM's
KG Joshi College of Arts and NG Bedekar
College of Commerce in Thane, Maharashtra.

"Children break windows and pull
chairs to pieces wheh their nurses are
not present. Soldiers fire the camp they
quit, inspite of the general's orders; they
love to trample under foot the promise of
the harvest, and ruin proud buildings.
What prompts them to leave everywhere
such enduring evidence of their savage-

ry? Is it mere delight in mischieP Or is it
not rather that feeble spirits find in wan-
tonness some notion of audacity and
power?"

Vauvenarges
French aphorist.

Urban Teenage Violence -.-
The Danger Signals

It is no longer possible to ignore or
treat lightly the phenomenon of
increasing urban teenage violence. The
danger signals have become all too
obvious: crises within the academic
portals; recurring students' strikes; the
porblem of drugs; the politicisation of
the campus; the shocking Rinku Patil
incident; and assaults on teachers to
mention just a few that readily come to
mind. To the average Indian the image
of a modern urban teenager i3 that of
one 'lacking in ideals, ill-mannered,
rowdyish and a drifter'. From the exten-
sive publicity given to the symptorns, it
is clear that the problems are 'dis-
cussed and disapproved of. But has it
really been explained? Moral judge-
ments can wait, what is imperative is to
stall and reverse the trend.

Society and its goals.
One wonders if society, and more so

those in the academic world do not
have to share part of the responsibility
for the problem. Clearly, teenage vio-
lence is not an isolated phenomenon to
be discussed in a vacuum. Apart from
setting goals, we have not tried to
understand the young teenager, the
adolescent student we €ue yet to get close
close to his attitudes, his frustrations,
grievances and a variety of hidden ten-
sions.

The continuous and mindless expan-
sion of the system of education without
any imaginative attempt to transform it
has resulted in the 'system' becoming
the scapegoat for any problem. 'The
archaic and rigid educational system' is
blamed equally by those within it and
those without.

The teachers, and the heads of edu-
cational institutions, if they are honest,
will admit that very little effort is made to
interest and engross the young in their
educational tasks. ln fact, the teachers
themselves are responsible for diluting
standards.

The rapid increase in the numbei of
educational institutions has resulted in
a Jarge nulnber of fresh producls of our

x'.55.^:.r.--\L -:. , -.-.- r.. .-r ^ l- J....UirIr(jlJrllLJ !L,,rV !i,rHlU)LU .lJ iL!tui
ers. Most of them took to teaching only
because it was a readily available job.

A Teacher

Some are teaching the very groups,of
which they were, until recently, senior
members. The students also know that
a number of these young teachers are
only marking time until more lucrative
employment comes their way.

'Senior' teachers too have their prior:
ities. And, in their scheme of things
such basic qualities as providing inspi:
ration to their students or'counselling
them, do not generally find a place. An :i:

increasing number of teachers do not
think beyond the classroom. Often they ,

teach from outdated notes prepared
many months, if not years, earlier. They
show a marked reluctance to try and'
make the course of study more relevaht'l'
and meaningful.

The test of a 'successful teacher' in'
urban centres where competition is stiff,
is the number of students he accepts; ,:
for that 'extra help' to achieve high
marks. lndeed teaching in reputed
'coaching classes', and engaging in tui: ''
tions is today's indicator of the success
of a teacher. This, despite university -
regulations which prohibit such activi-,
ties. The young are not blind to these.'
happenings; in such circumstances to ',
ask them to value intellectual pursuits is
to ask for the impossible.

lf the system does not hold much .
promise for college students, it holds^3i11
out little hope for the teachers too. Ttidtt '
result is that the stereotype image of tfiq;g;
modern-day teacher is that of a demo-,l5i
ralised person who does not receiv-e-tg.*,i;

much sympathy or respect either frbm 
.

his students or from the comrnunity at
large.

Thanks to a system of heavily subsi,
dised higher education, our colleged .",
and universities today have far too .

many students with little interest in "-tlfe,'i:1
curriculum but with abundant animiii i,'l
energy. Teachers, who are generally +.r. .

uninterested and overworked, are nclt
able to function as effective channerli-
sers of this energy. At a personal level,
there exisls a wide gap between tlre stu-
dent and the teacher. Most often, the
-;tl, . -;,;;,-'. - .L---,,i. i,-. "";ll, i,;,
tr:achers, is in the classloom where he
firrds hirnself drowned in vast numbers.
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ippolnted guides to the younger stu-
dents and are willing tools in thE hands
of interested parties outside educational
institutions ranging from drug peddlars
to politicians across the political spec_
trum..Tfrese elements are tolerated by
the.;authorities concernea b"carse any
disgiplingry action against these
so-called student-representatives would
invite instant,reprisal and media atten-tion. ',.

It is high time that decision-makers in
the field of education muster the will
gnd the gourqge required to abolish the
present sylstem of blections to Students'
Unions because what goes on in the.name of democratic relresentation is,

!V, ana large, unworthy leadership.
Democratic elections cannot be heid
under police vigilance, as at present.

The Search for Solutions
The magnitude of the crises should

not deter us from searching for work-
able solutions, however difficult they
may be. We have also to accept the fact
that education in India is still the only
means to achieve upward social mobil-
ity. Thus, while it continues to raise
expectations on the one hand, social
conditions around remind the teenager

of the difficulties ahead. Henc!:fi;'i.t,i:
temptation to rlsort te short.cuts v.tii.,;:.:.,,i.
the,.urban teenager lacks tciday. is:a,ij .r-.-j
ideal which gives life u purpose;,'"n-,1,.;!
inspiration for hard'work. As' he .looks, :,';
around, he grows shalqy and confrise'il ,'' ,.r1

We have to accept the fact, that the'-"'rl.;1,rffi
problems of the young "cannot be :.r" i"fl-r-'

:"]""_1Jli 1rg-r1 
u{r onl"y -itu, tr';': ,,'To achieve this, teenagers, parentS, . 'i'i':'.,/::i

teachers, educational idininistratois l',,:,-*1G

and political decision-makers liave to ;i;,:,1ii

come together. .,,,;i
It is necessary to explore avenues.for l,,jj:

fostering greatercooperjtibhbetween "",iiif
parents an? teachers it the'College tevel 

" tias it is at the school level. lt is'neqessary
that they get to know each,other'well
because what they have ,.ig a sh6red
responsibility. The young need scime-
one to listen to them, to shaietheir arx- .::.1

ieties, some one to look uqlg.Teachers
as well as parents owe a grdh(e1 respoh-
sibility than they are willinil to accept
today. ,'-l'

The writer who wishes to remain anonymous is a
teacher in a local college

uf..;l-hg 'candidateg' . who manage to
r'tdmain in the fray are 'professional' or
, 'eteinal' students who act as self-
t r.r.', '
|',ti.; ".,.'. ,

i.,:. ,,; I:"i. ' :

;.{ r-l ;'

lr:,1ne
riii,"_;. _, . :

t:. ,, J.: .

8!! ;

line of Education
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w€r€ Tilak, rnental expenditure has 5teadily
ir.$o""fslaH,'Agarkar,;Dr, Ambedkar, Shq. declined - from 26.4% in 1980-8t to'.:hg-Mahataj, D,.K. Karve, Bhaurao Patil, a 'low of 23.89% in 1gB3-84 and

$sii{frina- mndlrfthirndPqnj.ahrao 24.O4% in tg8a-85. Ad hoctsm and ';,'i .. ,jr,;i[$f
Deshmukh. No'wcinaei 'Maharishtra 

indecision have become the qeneral 'kimaif ui. Fligher Educatioh'''r' '' 't'h#*

R.S. Morkhandikar

factors in initiating a nu#ber'of prac-
tices causing a steep decline in thq
quality and standard of educdtion. Thb
end result is that the education syste4
in Maharashtra (as in the iountry) suf.
fers from a number of contradictions:
between primary and higher education;
betvieen rural and urban areas;
between education for the elite and for
the common man; b€tween English

)noer lvlanarasntra tndeclslon have become the general 'vTmary US. Hlgner trducanon '-;pq!{F

S!:giilflf3^i!i19..(.1l"ut t<e.tgla!!!7," Poli"y.More recenily,expediency'and '"' While both have thsi1..place,-in.a-',".i:siciffi
tFird .qqd156:6% )iit.htei aq'97.18%)in .botitilal gbin have been the .guiding r:,devetoping country the..tlueltioir-oi:pri, :.i



ority has to be faced. While on the one
hand lndia (and Maharashtra) has one
of the largest number of illiterate peo-
ple in the Third World, on the other it
has some of the best institutes of high-
er education - the Indian lnstitute of
Technology (llT), the University Depart-
ment of Technology (UDCT). the Tata
lnstitute of Social Sciences (TISS), and
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) (all in Bombay), the Cokhale
School of Economics and Politics, the
Deccan College (in Pune) and a Uni-
versity for women, the SNDT. How
should the State allocate its resources?
Cenerally, the government seems to
have given high priority to higher edu-
cation than to primary education. Free
compulsory primary education still
remains a distant goal. This is also
reflected in the resources allocated to
these two sectors. From the first to the
seventh plan, allocation to primary
education has gone down from 56% to
22% while that for university education
has gone up from 9% to 16%. Elemen-
tary education is dominated by the
public sector and by the government's
own admission a large number of
these schools are poorly equipped and
staffed. Many do not even have black-
boards and there are schools with
teachers only on paper. No wonder the
drop-out rate at this stage is very high.
Of every 100 children enrolled in Class
I only about 40 reach Class V and only
about 25 reach class Vlll. As for adult
education, the less said the better. The
programme has not made any dent in
functional literacy except in statistics
cited in government reports.

When Principols engqge in
criminol octivities, ond the

foculty in gross octs of morol
turpitude, ond when

colleges become the
stolking grounds for criminol
and goondo elements, the
community itself loses foith
in these institutions which

were once veneroted.

Education in Rural Vs 0rban Areas
Though a majority of the population

in the state lives in the rural areas, a
majority of its secondary schools and
colleges are located in urban areas
catering to the needs of the urban mid-
dle class. lf one is to judge by the pass-
ing percentage of students in the SSC
examinations the standards of schools
in rural areas are very low. 30% of the
primary schools in rural areas are
single-teacher schools. Beyond the 3
R's the knowledge or skills imparted to
a school-going student is not of much
use to him in rural life. The texts are
most unimaginatively written and
taught in the most disinterested fash-
ion. To use the metaphor of Sharad
Joshi they are oriented more to lndia
than to Bharat.

Education for the Elite Vs the Masses
A more crucial question to ask is for

whom is the education meant - for the
elite or the masses? And secondly does
it at least help sections of the masses
achieve social mobility and bridge the
gap that separates them from the
established elite? That is what Phule
and Ambedkar had in mind when they
fervently advocated the cause of educa-
tion among the downtrodden. Actually,
like the economy, we have a dual sys-
tem of education. A vast gulf separates
the institutions - the convent schools,
public schools, elite private schools and
colleges, (the latest addition being the
Nauodaga Vidgalagas\ - where the
children of the elite seek to shape their
careers, from those (Municipal/
CovernmenVZ.P. District Board
Schools) where children of the ordinary
can get'admitted. Admissions to the
former are at a premium and one has to
have the right connection or afford to
pay a fat amount as capitation fee (in
,, arious forrrs. euPirenristically called
donations, building fund etc.) to suc-
ceed. Even among the colleges a vast
gulf separates the best, located in met-
ropolitan cities, from those in the
mofussil areas. Naturally, it is the stu-
dents of the former who go on to get
the best of education, build a career
and enter professions highly regarded.
Those fortunate few to be educated at
the llTs and UDCT go abroad and settle
down in the United States. The vast
majority has to be content with the edu-
cation that lhev ,rel. Ttre hinhpsl thnt

they can hope for is to become clerks in
bank or lecturers in colleges.

Liberal and Profes.sional Education
lf the emphasis before lndependence

was on liberal and legal education, the
pendulum has swung the other way
after lndependence. The number of
institutions imparting education in sci-
ence and technology have sharply
increased. and rightly so, to provide the
skilled human resources needed for
industrialisation and modernisation.
And yet the nuntber of colleges impart-
ing liberal education and number of
students enrolled in these institutions
has also increased. The reason: these
institutions imparting liberal education
are necessary for nurturing democratic
and secular values. lnevitably, while the
number of those who opted for a liberal
education increased the quality of such
education deteriorated.

Until 1982, government monopoli-
sed the spheres of technical and sci-
ence education and followed a policy of
limited admissions for only those with.'
high merit. This policy changed in
1982-83. Technical and medical edu-
cation was thrown open to the private
sector provided no government aid was
sought. This led to a mushroom groMh
of self-financing private technical insti-
tutions. Where there were only 17 tech-
nical degree colleges with an enrolment
capacity of 2406 for the first year of the
degree course in 1982-83, the number
rose to 73 with an enrolment capacity. .,,

of 13,580 in 1987-88. Five private med-
ical colleges have also been sanctioned.
There is a similar spurt of private B.Ed
colleges.

The disastrous consequences for. 
.

standards can well be imagined. Most i'
of these colleges have little by way of ,,,',;';
staff or equipment. Their establis[6sJi1' ]'' ':
is not, so much, the result of love fq1'1.ir 

,

technology as because of their poten-
tial for mal<ing a fast buck. Adniissions
are at a premium ranging from a few
thousand Rupees (for B.EdlD.Ed col-
leges) to a few lakhs (for medical qel'i,r'
leges). They also provide patronage to
the 'politician-educationists'. :'.'..:.'

Since the 1980s one of the glories oi " 'i .

Maharashtra has been the higher edu- 
',t

cational institutions in the region. The
most famous among them was the
Fergusson College. Qenerations of
lndians frorrr Western lndia have learnt
their values and civic responsibilities
..:r..1-; ll-,-.'.-l-. :-:,:,'l-'-':--,-'".1;
to Fergusson College", a noble piece of
writing encapsulates their finely honed
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idealism. Thus education was put to
the service of social regeneration.

A different type of idealism moti-
vated a new generation of politician-
educationists. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
Bhaurao Patil and Panjabrao Deshmu-
kh esiablished educational institutions
like the Peoples' Education Society and
the Ragat Shikshan Sanstha (farmers
education organisation) to enable
bacl<rvard communities gain access to
higher education and achieve social
mobility.

Beginning with the 1960s a further
change occurred. The potential of
these institutions for making easy
money, providing a source of patron-
age and a resource for political success
was realised. In the new set-up, very lit-
tle private funds needed to be mobili-
sed to establish and run these
institutions. They are privately adminis-
tered at the cost of public funds provid-
ed by the University Grants
Commission (UCC), state/Central gov-
ernments or by Trusts under the aegis
of sugar cooperatives. Running these

institutions meant power to give con-
tracts for buildings; the purchase and
(misuse) of equipment; appointment of
staff and, of course, the most lucrative
of them all, the admission of students.
lf the institution concerned controlled
highly sought courses like MBA, engi-
neering, medicine or B.Ed this power
to admit could become a source for
vast funds (generally under the table).
The scandals relating to B.Ed and
engineering colleges in Marathwada in
recent years are still fresh in one's
memory.

Secondly, control of these institu-
tions provided access to power in the
university administration. ln the present
'democratic' structure of universities,
most decision-making bodies like the
syndicates, committees drawing up the
syllabus, the appointment examiners or
considering affiliation of colleges are
'elected' thus opening vast areas for
control by educational entrepreneurs.
The result - what is euphemistically
called university politics. No wonder
that every minister, or legislator worth

his name in Maharashtra has institu-
tions of higher education under his
control.

Publicity given to these in the press
had made the educational institutions
the shame of Maharashtra even as they
were once the glory of the land. When
Principals engage in criminal activities,
and the faculty in gross acts of moral
turpitude, and when colleges become
the stalking grounds for criminal and
goonda elements, the community itself
loses faith in these institutions which
were once venerated.

Where do we go from here?
Nowhere, unless it is realised that edu-
cation is too serious a matter to be left
to the politicians.

PROF R.S. IYIORKHANDIKAR ls Head of the

Department of Political Science, Marathwada

0niversity

BONSAI - A Novel on 0niversity,politilJ leges and universities being revealed.

It is no secret that something is rotten The public seems to be resigned to
in the state of higher education in lndia such malpractices and non-
and that it has been so for,.ma1y Vlal! performance in our institutions of high-
now. A student, after spending three or er 'learning. By and large, .uen- a
more years in one of our colleges and concerned luyman is unaware of the
universities, rarely em.erges any better ways of thesi institutions and the indi-
off 

-eitherintellectuallyorculturally- viduals who rule over them or of how
for his stay there. There is general deep the rot is. A fair idea of the actual
agreement that, by and Jarge, the col- *ori.ing of these institutions of higher
leges and universities in.lndia have fall- learnin! may be had by readin! aen far short of ..their. . 

primary recentl! published novei in marltri
responsibility of imparting h.igher edu- titled Bonsai by Subhash Bhende.
cation to their wards and guiding them
to the rrontiers or knowlJo" un'a .u,- 

",i"$$:JH$1#Jlj,HrtT;l?:i:rent research in their field'. 
ieelin g of dejauu while reading Bonsai.

More distressing is the fact that our tfris iitt be- hardly surprisinglbecause
colleges and urriversities have been most of the events described in it have
found to be grossly wanting. even in actually taken place not so very long
rudimentary administrative talents., By ago in iome place or the other in Maha--
and large, they have. s.hown themselves rishtra. Besides, maqy characters in

. incapable of organising. examina.tions r Bhende's books beai an uncanny
properly, and declaring their resy![91 resemblance to the power-brokers jt
time. Recently, in Nagpur over 75,OOO these places. After reading through this
answer-books had to be reassessed, on fictionalised account of 

-the inlrigues
complaints from students., lt is only and behind-the-scene manoeuurlngs
rarely that a university. makes e:en : that Bhende presents in his book l-
routine appointment in less than 2 or 3 more in a jouinalistic style than literary
years. 

-flrere-are tnany instances when 
- one need not wondei any more why

handbooks for courses are availablg r the academics of this .o.lntry do not
'1611 2 17;'r- ,r. h\,.\ rfr^. +h.- ^a, trcnc lravn

it<lvc i.llne lol tnc pulSult of Knowleoge.
started. Not a fortnight passes rvithcut
fresh instances of niatpiactices in col- Some twenty years ago, the entire

Executive Council of the University of
Pune was dissolved, the Vice-
Chancellor resigned and an ad hoc
committee appointed for what would be
considered, in today's free wheeling
atmosphere, some minor misdemean-
ours. That action has not'led to any
improvement in the working of any uni-
versity in the state. Despite far graver
events since then, it is noteworthy that
no one concerned is taking any steps
either to right the more blatant irregu-
larities or to carry out basic administra-
tive reforms in the sphere of higher
education.

Plainly, like so many organs of public
life in tnclia. institutes of higher learninq
have also showrr a total incapacity to
reform themselves. More disheartening
is the fact that the public and the tax-
payer also seem to be utterly indifferent
to the state of health of these institutes.
Drastic administrative and academic
reforms in the workings of colleges and
universities are long overdue. lf a novel
such as Subhash Bhende's Bonsai
helps to bring this home to the public,
his book would have more than served
its purpose.

Reviewed by J.V. Deshpande. Professor of Math'
ernatics. Department of Mathematics, Oniversity
of Bombay.
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Will Durantl Advice to youth
T\e follouing conuocation address deliuered bg Will Durant the uell-knoutn philosopher is as uatid todag as
uhen it was deliuered in 1959.

A task has been assigned to me, and I propose to go
through with it as modestly as its inherent immodesty will
permit. lf now I dare to address you, it is not as one white
with wisdom or practised in the ways of the world, but as
a fellow student handicapped with senility, yet as eager as
ever to learn something between every rising and setting
of the sun. You must season my platitudes with a grain of
doubt and grant me the tolerant allowances that youth
must always make for age.

My first request to you is - be healthy. lt is mostly
within your will. ln many cases sickness is a crime. You
have done something physiologically foolish, and nature
is being hard put to repair your mistake. The pain is the
tuition you pay for your instruction in living. Care of the
health should be a required course, for at least an hour
each week, in every year from kindergarten to Ph.D" Such
a course would include thorough instruction in diet. Our
bodies are what we eat, plus what our ancestors ate.
Don't let restaurants tempt you: they are the vampires of
the stomach: they will burden your flesh in proportion as
they lighten your purse.

One of the cardinal errors of our time is to continue in
a warm and sedentary life the diet that once served to
provide necessary muscle qnd heat. Let us keep our
inners clean. The hospitals are littered with people who
have put too great a strain on their digestive organs and
have allowed an excess of imports over exports to disturb
their internal economy.

Do some physical work every day. Nature intended
thought to be a guide to action, not a substitute for it.
Thought unbalanced by action is a disease. Cut the lawn,
clean the car, paint the house rather than the town, help
with the dishes after the evening meal. Help your wife
with her work, and let her help you with yours. Husband
and wife should be helpmates. Marriage disintegrates
when it is only a partnership in sex, play and conspicuous
expense.

After hunger, sex is our strongest insdnct and greatest
problem. Nature is infatuated with continuance and dolls
up the woman with beauty and the man with money to
lure them into propagation; and so it gives to us males
such sensitivity to the charms of women that we can go
quite mad ln their pursuit. Sex then becomes a fire and
flame in the blood and burns up the whole personality -which should be a hierarchy and harmony of desires.

Our civilization has unwisely stimulated this sexual
impulse. Our ancestors played it down, knowing that it
was strong enough without prodding. We have blown it
up with a thousand forms of incitation - advertisements,
emphasis and display - and have armed it with the
doctrine that inhibition is a mistake - whereas inhibition

- the control of the impulse - is the first principle of
civilization. Don't let indoctrination determine your
desires.

Marriage was probably developed not only for the
better care of children and property, but to save us from
the tyranny of sex. ln marriage that instinct is given
abundant freedom, but it is channelled within limits
consistent with social order. By submitting to marriage
we can take our minds off sex and become adults.

Marry as soon as you can keep the wolf from the door:
you will be too young to choose wisely, but you won't be
much wiser in these matters at 40. There's no fool like an
old fool in love. We parents should help you to get started
in wholesome married life; help you with money, and -if you will permit us 

- 
with counsel.

The difficulties of marriage are far less than its
rewards. One touch of a woman's hand can be a
paradise, if the touch is not far too much. Napoleon said
that the only happiness he had ever known was in loving
his children; and I hope you won't have children without
marriage.

Character comes on a par with health; intellect may "
come third. The greatest task assumed by such schools
as this is to transform egoes into gentlemen. A
gentleman, as my wife once defined it, is a person
continually considerate. Kind words cost so little and are
worth so much! Speak no evil of anyone; every unkind
word will sooner or later fly back into your face, and
make you stumble in the race of life. De ururs, rather than
de mortuis, nil nisi bonum. To speak ill of others is a
dishonest way of praising ourselves; let us be above such
transparent egotism. lf you can't say good and
encouraging things, say nothing. Nothing is often a good
thing to do, and always a clever thing to sdy. ,

Religion has been along with the family and the
teacher, a tutor of eharacter. For 50,000 years or more
rnan lived as a hunter before he took to tilling the soil.
Probably man's native character as it is todaywas formed
in that hunting life. He had to be greedy because the food
supply was precarious and irregular; he had to be
pugnacious to fight for food and mates; he had to be
easily stimulated to reproductive ecstasy, because a high
birthrate seemed desirable.

'What 
are now, through excess our major vices, were '

then virtues 
- 

qualities making for survival of the
individual or the group. When agriculture developed, and
social organization became the chief tool for survival,
these powerful impulses had to be restrained. They were
restrained by a moral code transmitted through parental
arrthoritu familv discirrline and relicious instnrction The
moral code, though aqainst the grain of the flesh, was

,l: ..
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accepted partly through fear of parents and very much
through belief that the code came from an all-seeing
Qod who would reward every virtue and punish every
vice. I am not sure that civilization could have come
without such religious sanctions of the moral code.

Those of you who specialize in science will find it hard
to understand religion, unless you feel, as Newton and
Voltaire did that the harmony of the spheres reveals a
cosmic mind, and unless you realize, as Pascal and
Rousseau did, that man does not live by intellect alone.
We are such microscopic particles in so vast a universe
that none of us is in a position to understand the world,
much less to dogmatize about it. Pascal trembled at the
thought of man's bewildered minuteness between the
two infinites - the immensity of the whole and
complexity of each part. "These infinite spaces," he said,
"frighten me!" Let us be careful how we pit our pitiful
generalizations against the infinite scope, variety and
subtlety of the world.

Money builds an economic basis under your life, but
don't get caught in the rat trap of money making as a
profession: that, too, like sex, can be a consuming fever
and brings only fitful pleasures, not healthy happiness.
Your wife will have the responsibility of stimulating you to
develop all your creative capacities, but I hope she will
not insist on your keeping up with all the Joneses in
town. If you become an employer, your relation with your
employees will count far more in your happiness than
adding a zero to your wealth. Give every employee the full
equivalent of his share in the product. Don't live in
boastful and selfish luxury based on taking more from
the world than you give.

Don't take politics too seriously. Expect to reform the
government only after you have reformed human nature
and your own. Corruption is natural in government
because it is natural in man. Don't be frightened by the
international situation; it is normal, man is a competitive
animal, individually and in groups. Peace is war by other
means. I believe that intelligent fear will keep.us from
international suicide. Evils usually beget their cure
through their excess; so now the balance of terror is
making for peace.

How good it is that the miliiary conrpetition is
changing to economic competition! Let the better
system win or a combination.

I take intellect for granted in your case; indeed, our
schools have put too much stress on intellect too liftle
on character, we have sharpened our wits even while
weakening ourrestraints. ln my youth I used to talk about
the bondage of tradition; now as befits old age, I distrust
the fetishism of novelty. We exaggerate the value of
newness in ideas and things. lt is so much easier to be
original and foolish than to be original and wise. For
every truth there are a thousand possible elrors. Let us
not try to exhaust the possibilities.

Most of vou now will go to college. and the sharpened
competition among individuals and nations will force you

Will Durant

into intellectual specialities. The stress on science today
is so strong that college, if I may pun a bit, will give you
only a passing acquaintance with literature, history,
philosophy, music and art. But don't let yourselves be
fragmented. When your formal education is complete
give at least two hours a week to rounding yourselves out
with these flowers of civilization.

Make friends with great poets. Acquaint yourselves
with the world's suprerne art - Egyptian, lndian, Greek
and Roman architecture and sculpture, fuabic mosques
and decoration, the Gothic cathedrals and the
renaissance paintings. Study the great statesmen from
Hammurabi and Moses to Winston Churchill, Franklin
Roosevelt and Nehru. Sit for a while at the feet of great
thinkers - Confucius, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Epicurus, Marcus Aurelius, Francis Bacon, Spinoza,
Newton, Kant, Schopenhauer, Darwin, Nietzche,
Einstein. Enjoy great prose writers - Isaiah, Jeremiah,
the'authors of the Proverbs and the Psalms,
Demosthenes and Cicero, Rabelais and Montaigne,
Milton and Swift, Voltaire and Rousseau, Hugo and
Balzac , Tolstoy and Dostoevslcy, Emerson and Anatole
France. Follow man's odessey with great historians -Herodotus, Thucydides, Tacitus, Gibbon, Froude and
Taine. Walk humbly with the great saints - Buddha,
Jesus, Augustine, Francis of Assisi, Gandhi. I shall not
hold you educated unless you make many of these
geniuses your friends. Ctiltivate them, and you will be
moulded by the company you keep.

Good health to you, good work, good fortune, good
character, good children, good grandchildren: Drink the
brimming cup of life to the full and to the end; and thank
Cod and nature for its bracing trials and challenges, its
educative punishments and rewards, its priceless gifts
and inexhaustible treasure of beauty, wisdom, labour and
love.
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The Role of English in Free lndia
K.R. Srinivasa lyengar

According to Muloyomji English-medium people hove "proved to be more corrupt". Hoving
come to power moinly on the Jonoto Dol's diotribes ogoinst'corruption'whot con be more

logicolthon this ottock on the roots of corruption, the English longuoge.

"l am convinced that the attempt
to replace English by Hindi at the
Union level, be it now or on a future
date, will once again bring into being
a disintegrated lndia. Whatever unifi-
cation has been brought about as a
result of history will be disrupted ...

With English will go all the alllndia
feeling we have now got. Nuts, walls
and countries easily crack. where
there is a natural or innate breaking

. demarcation. I utter this grave warn-
ing. lt is the warning of one who
loves lndia and loves unity."
Thus Rajaji, with no equivocation at

all, in the late 1950's. Since the belated
Dawn of lndependence on 15 August
1947, from time to time the anti-
English heresy has been raising its
head, provoking predictable reactions
in the non-Hindi areas, till out of sheer
exhaustion all is quiet once more and
the s&atus quo - albeit with some inci-
dental damage - is permifted to con-
tinue as before. First, in the Constituent
Assembly, Hindi was sought to be
named the 'national' language of lndia.

. Good sense prevailing, Hindiunder the
Constitution gained the status of 'offi-
cial language' of lndia, with English as

', associate official language for a grace
period of fifteen years. A subsequent
Parliamentary enactment extended the
period indefinitely, and Jawaharlal Neh-. ru as Prime Minister gave the solemn
assurance that English would continue
as associate official language for as

;',1'long as the non-Hindi states wanted it
that way.

lvlulayamji's Missiles
All quiet on the language front? More

or less, till we turned the new year. And
now he has done it, in two brisk hot-
step-jumps, and raced ahead of the rest
C'f O'tr no1r, olilp clacs thc nalitir^ianq in
power. First Chief Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav raised the stentorian battle

cry Angrezi hatao! on 22 January at
Lucknow, which unleashed unruly
mobs to rampage about, their. target
being English-medium schools like
Loretto Convent, St. Anne's and Chil-
dren's Academy. With 650 Christian
missionary schools in Uttar Pradesh, no
wonder there was a prompt Bishops'
Protest to the Chief Minister.

Second: the arrest of Sri Sankaracha-
rya of Dwaraka to prevent the threat-
ened ceremony at the site of the
Ramajanma Bhoomi at Ayodhya. As if
to prove that the Chief Minister was nei-
ther anti-Christian nlrr pro-Muslim, he
has explained that he was only trying to
live in the nationalist-patriotic-secularist
Light of his Quru, the late Ram Manohar
Lohia.

A Chief Minister with a 'mandate'
keeping him afloat is under no compul-
sion to explain his actions to all and
sundry. But Mulayamji is an honourable
democrat, a believer in 'value-based
politics' like all of the Janata Dal tribe,
and is accordingly ready with conces-
sions, reasonings and elucidations.
What neither lvluslim Ruler nor British
Commissar had ever done, the arrest of
a venerable Sankaracharya, has hap-
pened under the Mulayamji dispensa-
tion; but it rneant no disrespect to His
Holiness at all. Just a law and order sit-
uation. And as for English, it is no doubt
true his own son is in an English medi-
um Sainik School. Rules alas have their
exceptions in this imperfect world, and
it is not ahvays possible to practice what
one preaches. ln his interview to the
Illustrated Weeklg (April 15-21),
Mulayamji explained that the . needed
double strategy was that a// lndian lan-
guages must come to the forefront and
"officidl work in English come to a
qtnn" No no Mrrlarramii is not "srto-
gesting that the English language be
completely wiped out - only that it

should not be a compulsory medium of
education and of official work."

The Objections to English
It may be asked: Why this elemental

animus against English? The usual
objections are: English is a foreign lan-
guage, the language of our former rul-
ers, and hence the symbol of our past
slavery. lt is also, being an 'alien' Ian-
guage, a very difficult language to learn.
Actually, English was by no means arbi-
trarily'imposed' on unwilling lndians. In
the peculiar circumstances of the time,
not the British rulers, but "the earnest
desire and repeated representations of
lndians" were responsible for the intro-
duction of English and Western culture

Opposition to English
Tirades against the English language

have been a regular part of our national
life ever since lndia became free. ln fact
speaking and writing bad English has
become a sign of patriotism.

Most people think that opposition to
English arises out of a love for the
regional or local language or out.of a
desi/e to promote the growth of these
languages. What is not appreciated is the
fact that oirr regional larrguages c.lot tlreir
impetus and recognition through trans-
lations into English.

The real motiye behind the opposition
to English is very different. lt is through
the English language that ideas of free-
dom, equality, democracy, secularism
and aCcountability came to lndia.

, These ideas when spread among the
peop'le through the English language
pose a threat to the vested interests and
the power of our neLas and their feudal,
hierarchical and dictatorial ideas. llence
the antagonism to English and the recur-
.irr- afl.mntq l^ h-h;t
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The Place of English

To substitute English as a link language by Hindi would be to discriminate in favour of those whose mother
tongue is some other Indian language. Any talk of equality in these circumstances does not cut much ice.

The Chief Minister of Uttar pradesh,
Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, has declared
war against English in his state. His gov_
ernment is considering scrapping the
compulsory English paper in the piovin-
cial Civil SeMce examination and closing
down the public schools. He has banneJ
the use of English for all government
work All departmental manuals, hand
books, rule books, and other essential
office material will immediately be trans-
lated into Hindi and copies distributed to
all government offices. English will thus
cease to be used for official, educational
and other purposes.

Soon after Mr. Yadav declared his new
policy, rowdy crowds reportedly belong-
ing to the Shiv Sena broke into English-
medium mission schools and demanded
that they be closed down. Those who
entered the Children's Academy told the
Principal that no action could be taken
against them "since they were merely try-
ing to put into practice what the Chief
Minister had said a few days ago.".

Christian missionaries of course are
not running only English-medium
schools. Of over 650 schools run by
them 60 per cent are Hindi medium
catering to the rural masses. Christian
schools, even though a majority of them
are unaided, have produced men and
women of calibre. Such is the rush for
admission into English-medium schools
that many other so-called "convent"
schools have sprung up using Christian
names and claiming that they are reco-
gnised by the government.

Tougher days seem to lie ahead for
English and English-medium schools.
The Chief Minister has refused to acceit
invitations to functions unless wriften in
Hindi. The state Health Minister has
asked why doctors prescriptions are not
written in Hindi which is such a rich lan-
guage.

The issue has been aired in some of
the national papers. Mr. Yadav's rnain
grouse agarnst Er)gllsn ano cngtish-
medium schools seems to be that they

are elitist. He told The lllustratedWeektg
that though he had never advocated the
closure of missionary schools, he would,
as a true Lohia socialist, like to diminish
socio-economic disparities. To achieve
this the dominance of English and of
English-medium education has to end.
English medium schgols produce an
elitist culture. The English language is
the dividing line betwein the hives-and
the have-rtots as a result of which the
former exploit the latter.

That there ,, rnu.n truth in Mr. yadav's
contention will easily be granted. The
English speaking elite do form some sort
of upper crust of society. Though only 2
per cent of the country's. population they
corner a disproportionately large share of
the country's resources and income.
Also they exercise a disproportionately
large influence over the country's affairs
in -many fields. However it would be
y.ong to make English the Scapegoat for
all the country's social ills. Englistrhas lit-
tle to do with the caste and class struc-
tures of our society and the unjust
distribution of property and wealth
whereby a minority of 30 per cent domi-
nates over the rest. The (uestion is far
more complex than Mr. Yadav makes it
out to be. English may be a part, but it is
only a very tiny part of the unjust struc-
tures of society which cannot Le demol-
ished overnight by legislative fiat..

True again that the medium of instruc-
tion in schools should be the mother
tongue. A child can never grow to its full
potential and stature in an alien lan-
guage. lt can never express itself with
ease and Comfort except in the language
it,has learnt as it is said with its mother's
milk Hence there can be no doubt of the
importance of.the regional language in
the different states. But here again
between the ideal and the practical Talls
the shadov. lf people find that going to
non-English medium schools- plaies
them at a disadvantage not only in the
competitive world in their own state but
more so bewond its hordo"s nn Amnr rnt
of legislation is going to make them cling

to their mother tongue as a medium of
instruction. More so when the education
imparted through the mother tongue is
of a lower standard than that in the
English-medium schools.

True again that a country cannot go
on using a foreign language as its nation-
al language. A self respecting nation
must have a language of its own. But the
trouble is that inspite of forty years of
independence, many states of the lndian
Uriion have not reconciled themselves'to .,,

the use of Hindi as a link or national lan-
guage. lt was not long ago when there
was the danger of Tamil Nadu seceding..
from the lndian Union becaust of what it
regarded as an unjustified imposition of
Hindi on them. They took pride in their
own language, Tamil, but for interstate
communication they preferred English.
As a result of the anti-Hindi agitation in
Tamil Nadu, non-Hindi speakers were
statutorily assured that English would
remain the associate official language aS ,*
long as they wanted it. At the national lev- '.j
el 'therefore Mr. Yadav's move against'::
English may take a serious turn as the :

Tamil Nadu government is reported to
have said that it will not receive any com-
munication in Hindi nor send any com-
munication in Hindi to the Hindi
speaking states especially Uttar Pradesh.
What has also to be remembered is that,
English is the official languale in some:'
north-eastern states like Nagaland; To,;
substitute English as a link language by
Hindi would be to discrinrinate in favour
of those whose mother tongue is Hindi
and against those whose mother tongue
is some other lndian language. Any talk
of equality in these circumstances does
not cut much ice.

Finally it must be remembered'thgt.i:
English is the mother tongue of an lndi-;.
an community and therefore an Indian'
language. Any move to abolish English) 

"'medium schools would fall foul of the
Constitutional provisions guaranteeing
minorities the freedom to run their insti-
tutionS.

txtracted lrorn an eottonal ilt t,le Exattnuter
(The Cathoiic News Review), May 19, 1990.
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into lndia (M.M. Bhattacharje, Bengal:
Past and Present, No. 134, 1953). A
School for imparting English education
was started in Cuddalore near Madras
as early as 1718. English in lndia is now
nearly 300 years old. AM English has
been studied, not simply as a conve-
nient tool, but even more significantly
as a means to modern knowledge, and
as a powerful instrument of expression
in prose and verse alike. Our Journa-
lists' like Rammohun Roy, Keshub
Chunder Sen, H.C. Mukherji, Ranade,
Malabari, Tilak, Sri Aurobindo, Subra-
mania Aiyar, and a host of others com-
bined to good purpose journalism and
public affairs, and often law and teach-
ing as well. We cannot today list Ram-
mohun and Ranade, Vivekananda and
Sri Aurobindo, Cckhale and Gandhiji,
Tagore and Sarojini, Nehru and Radha-
krishnan, these and many others, in the
calendar of our nation-builders, poets
and philosophers, yet cultivate a pur-
blind antipathy towards the language
they used as the forceful means of
communicating their meaning and
message to lndia and the world. In a
word, English is no longer an alien lan-
guage; it is one of our own opulent and
cherished languages. Nehru, fuad and
Radhakrishnan listed English as one of
the national languages coming within
the purview of our Sahitya Akademi, the
National Academy of Letters. English,
then, is now one of our own national
languages, and lndian literature in
English too is one of our rich national
literatures. At one end, this lndo-English
literature has its close affiliations with
the growing body of literature in India's
many regional languages which we
compositely call 'lndian Literature'; and
at the other end, lndian writing in
English has its affiliations with the litera-
tures in English that flourish in Britain
and the Commonwealth, in Africa, and
of course in America. lt is no mean
advantage for an lndian to know
English, and to be able to write and talk
in English, because it as good as con-
fers a global citizenship, for without
question English is the most favoured
international language today.

Thus far the traditional objections to
English, and our answer too in the light
of history and practical wisdom. But
Mulayamji has other caveats against
English as well, for according to him,
ti ,rl,.l , ii:r.ji;ii, pcwplJ lu"c "1-:;-,-..1

to be more corrupt"; "and the Public
School educated people have proved to

be greater thieves than others"l!l Hav-
ing come to power mainly on the Jana-
ta Dal's diatribes against 'corruption'
(Bofors, and so forth), what can be
more logical than this attack on the
roots of corruption, the English medi-
um? There is, then, the cost factor.
According to Mulayamji, in a public
School as much as Rs. 1000 to 50OO
per month is spent on the education of
a child. ln a neighbourhood Qovern-
ment school, on the contrary, the cost
can be as low as Rs. B-10 per month.
This could be gross exaggeration,
"politically motivated" as the cant
phrase goes; but were 'cost' the only
consideration, there would be a case for
abolishing all ministers' and chief
ministers' posts and running the
administration with the Hindi-knowing
efficient clerks alone.

A truce to triviality and reductio ad
absurduml And for a change, let Rajaji
have his say once more. Rajaji too was
an ardent Hindi-enthusiast in 1937-39
when he headed the Congress Govern-
ment in undivided Madras, but the
changed situation twenty years after
made him (along with other stalwarts
like Sir C.P. Ramaswami lyer and Sir
Mirza lsmail) plead for the retention of
English both as associate official lan-
guage and as the medium of higher
education, law courts and of the learned
journals. After chasing away what he
called the many maAas or illusions with
regard to the 'official language', he con-
cluded with this magnificient perora-
tion:

"Let English continue.

The stone which the builders ref-
used is become the head stone of
the comer...

Not some one of our own lan.
guages. but tiris str.lnqe one wiil
keep the arch firm and all the lan-
guages together. lt is the Lord's
doing and marvellous in our eyes."

The lmportance of English
The message, the warning, the bene-

diction is clear. Without English contin-
uing as associate official language, the
language of the Union, and of the high-
er judiciary, and the means of commu-
nication between the States of the
Union, the unity of lndia would be in

::rious,leopardy, and all talk of natiorral

Again, without English continuing as
the key medium of instruction and

examination in college and university,
and in all teritiary educational institu-
tions, our Higher Education would
merely enact a sort of cacophony, and
would in fact cease to be Higher Educa-
tion. Addressing the State Education
Ministers on 2 September 1956, Prime
Minister Nehru said:

"lt is absolutely clear to me, and it
is not an arguable matter that scien-
tific and technologicaltraining has to
be given in English. I am talking
about now, and not about l0 or 15
years hence. lt does not, therefore,
become a question of choice. lt is an
absolute necessity ... English has
been the unifying force in the coun-
try so long ..."
Scientific knowledge and technologi-

cal know-how have grown 16 times
since Nehru spoke, and more than ever
before there is the need to keep pace
with it all through the English language.
The medium of instruction and exami-
nation is what holds the higher educa-
tional world together. And with English
as the medium, the intellectual world of
lndia gets properly linked with that of
the Western world - no small advan-
tage in the competitive globalsituation.

The World Bank projections (made
in 1984) in respect of possible students
between the ages of 15 and 24 show an
increase from about 148 million in
1985 to 202 million in 2000 A.D.
Changing the medium would mean,
not just from English to Hindi, but
English to a dozen other regional lan-
guages at least. The resulting confusion
and waste would prove utterly disas-
trous and put the clock of progress
back by half a century or more.

English in India was like the Menaka-
Visvamitra liaison or romance. The
issuc iras iiliations with Sakuntala s sad
and unique history. But like Sakuntala
giving birth to Bharata, the future King
of Bharat, English in lndia too can help
to give new life to lndian literature and a
new power and personality to the new
lndia rising before us.

PROFESSOR K.R. SRINMSA IYENGAR an
emincnt authodty on English llterature, is thc
author of several books and uns Mcc-Chanccllor
of Andhra 0niversig.
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The gtowing strengthr of

E*pire Industries
Empire in Machine Tools:

Empire in Cranes:
The Garlick Engineering
division, in collaboration
with Noel GmBH, W.
Gernrany, is the largest
rnanutacturer of cranes in
the country with a wide
range ofapplications.

The Vitrurn Glass division,
in collaboration with
Owcns Illinois Glass Inc,
USA, is the largest
rnanufacturer of amber
glass containers for the
pharnraceutical industry
in India.

The Empire Finance Co.
Ltd., fully backed by
Empire Industries, is a

leading finance company
with hire purchase, leasing,
bills discounting, merchant
b,rrrkirrq arr.l tlnanci,rl
advisory services as its
core activities.

Empire in Glass:
The Enrpire Machine Tools
division is an acknowledged
leader in the nrarketing and
servicing of sophisticated
machine tools manufactured
in W. Germany,
Switzerland, Japan and the
USA.

Empire in Finance:

Empire in lnstrumentation:
The Empire
Instrumentation division
brings to lndia medical,
defence, pollution-
monitoring, analytical,
test and measuring, clinical
and process control
instruments from
international leaders in
Europe,Japan and the USA.

Empire in Speciality Fabrics:
The Empire Specialiry
Fabrics division
manufacmres high tech
fabrics for use in tvre,
c()nvc\'()r lrci t, .j ;rckct irrq,
abrasive, fbotwear and
defence industries.
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Why So Much Corruption?
Minoo Masani

It is very difficult for the rich mon not to offer on incentive to the poor mon ond even more difficult
for the poor mon to refuse to occept the bribe offered. There is o whole closs of politicions ond

officiols in Delhiwho pocket the profits of o corrupt sociolist system.

Corruption in social life has many
causes. A certain amount of corruption
is unfortunately part of human nature
and has existed through the ages. A
human being is a mixture of good and
bad instincts. As a poet has said:

"There is so much good in the worst
of us
And so much bad in the best of us
That it ill-behoves any of us to look
down upon the rest of us".

The level of corruption in a country at
any given stage varies, however, from
case to case. Many factors influence the
existence or the absence of corruption.

Force of Example
The force of example of course is

very important. lf one's father is honest
and honourable, if the head of a coun-
try's government is honest and honou-
rable, it is likely that this will influence
others, particularly the younger people.

An instance of the force of example
came to my notice as far back as 1949,
when a very senior and respected
member of the Indian Civil Service, who
was one of the Secretaries of the Gov-
ernment of lndia, said to me (l was then
a Member of Parliament): 'Mr. Masani,
you Members of Parliament expect us
officials to be l-ronest, but how can we
be honest and honourable when the
Prime Minister of lndia (who was then
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru) sets such a
bad example?" He then proceeded to
give me details of an incident which

'certainly did not show up Pandit Nehru
in a good light. Later on of course, the
example'set by the Prime Ministers of
lndia further deteriorated with the rare
exception of Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri.
B), the time Rajiv Candhi was defeated
in the elections last year, he was gener-
allv wcll known for hrinc reneatedlv to
Parliament and his financial integrity
was certainly not above suspicion. His

failure to resign or to sue his detractors
for libel was not an example to com-
mend. lt is, therefore, possible to argue
that it is difficult to expect the ordinary
citizen of India to obey the law and
eschew corruption when such a bad
example is set by the people at the top.

Home education too is very weak in
this country. Parents do not always set a
good example of courtesy, considera-
tion and good manners. Most lndian
parents shout at each other at home. ls
it any wonder then that their children
shout at any provocation? Any attempt
to teach the golden rule "Do unto oth-
ers as you would that they should do
unto you" is of course out of the ques-
tion because the golden rule is not even
known to most people in this country,
much less practised. What is badly
needed therefore is training in moral
principles and good citizenship.

Social Corruption
Leaving aside venal forms of corrup-

tion like bribing the policeman on traffic
duty or the railway booking clerk, the
positior'l is further aggravated by
govemment's economic policies. lf
these policies make for hard work,
enterprise, the taking of risk and fair
dealing, a society is lil<ely to be relatively
free from corruption. If government pol-
icies are such that they encourage too
much security, laziness, sloth and
unpunctuality and do not encourage or
reward enterprise, that society is likely
to be more corrupt. Countries of East-
ern Europe, which have groaned silent-
ly under socialist corruption for the last
45 years have, with a sigh of relief,
elected conservative and anti-socialist
governments in recent elections.

The Yugoslav communist leader
Milovan Diilas had written aborrt the
selfishness and corruption of the com-
munist bosses in Moscow many years

ago in his excellent little book The New
C1ass.

We in this country have now learnt to
say "corruption is a way of life in lndia".
Unfortunately, this is true but we are by
no means the worst in the world. When
Andropov became the boss in the
Kremlin, Prof. Edward Crankshaw, a
British expert on Soviet affairs observed
that the Soviet Union had the biggest
black market in the world. A friend of
mine who exports garments to the Sovi-
et Union said, before Corbachov came
to power: "Minoo, you talk about cor-
ruption in lndia, but this is peanuts. You
come with me to Moscow and I shall
show you the realthing. At every single
step an official has to be bribed before
you can move a step forward". To this
my comment was "l am sure you are
right because the Soviet Union is even
more socialist than lndia".

Hbw exactly do socialist policies
encourage corruption? First of all, there
is the silly talk of equality. People are not
born equals. So, although there should
be equality of opportunity before the
law, there can be no absolute economic
equality without disastrous conse-
quences. To reward a stupid man
equallv with an intelligent man, or a'lary
rn.ln u,ith a lrard r','orl<ing nran is unfair
and unjust. When it is practised, there is
every incentive for the intelligent or hard
working man to become lary and stupid
because he is not rewarded for showing
the right qualities. ln lndia there is too
much security for government servants.
they do not do an honest day's work.
Some of ihem say. "Our salaries are for
attending office; for doing anything
more we need further incentive", by
which they mean a bribe! Among the
worst of these are the clerks of nationa-
lised l-ranks rvho rencfi for work as late
as I I a.m. and often refuse to work for
another haf f hour because Their M4jes-
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ties are having tea or coffee on working
time.
Some Other Causes

Similarly, excessive taxation makes
for tax evasion. Even the honest citizen
is driven to consider whether he should
pay the full tax. Prof. Northcote parkin-
son, the well-known writer, has said in
his book "The Law and profits" that
where a government imposes income
tax of more than 25% of a man's
income, the average man is likely to
spend more time on evading taxation
than on producing more. ln lndia the
level of taxation has of course gone well
beyond 25% and that is why many rich
people in lndia never pay any tax at all,
while the middle class with fixed
incomes is grossly overtaxed.

A direct cause of corruption is of
course controls of all kinds. Under the
present so-called socialist system, peo-
ple in business have to approach gov-
ernment for a permit or licence or some
sanction the other to start a company,
raise capital and so on. Now it is well
known that government servants are
not too well paid. On the other hand,
business people enjoy a.higher stand-
ard of life. So a rich man has to go to a
poor man to get his rubber stamp. The
farmer goes to the rnarnlatdar for a
sanction and the Bombay or Calcutta
industrialist has to fly up to Delhi for a
government official's sanction. ln both
cases, the situation is readymade for
corruption. lt is very difficult for the rich
man not to offer an incentive to the
poor man and even more difficult for
the poor man to refuse to accept the
bribe offered. That is why corruption
has become endemic in lndia. There is
a whole class of politicians and officials
in Delhi who pocket the profits of a cor-
rupt socialist system. This is the New
Class described by Djilas in his book. Is
it any surprise that the politicians and
officials in Delhi should resist any
change - over to the system of compei-
itive free enterprise on which the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe have already
embarked? No mere change of govern-
ment will suffice. What lndia needs is a
social revolution.

The causes of corruption are not
hard to ascertain. lt is a pity that
absence of moral education and train-
ing at home and in school alongside of
government policies since 1$55 have
been definitely contributing to corrup-
tion in our society.
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Getting Rid of Corruption
We need not, however, despair. Other
countries also have a similar record of
corruption. Britain is a country which is
today relatively free from corruption.
But only two centuries back, in the days
when Walpole was prime Ministir,
things were different. Many seats in.the
British Parliament, which were describ-
ed as "pocket boroughs" could actually
be bought. A poem of that time had a
jingle:

"Every man and woman has a
price,
Nobody's virtue is over nice".

lf we want to undo the situation, we shall
not only have to improve the level of
moral education at home and in
schools in our country, but scrap all
laws of the Stalinist pattern of socialism
which our first Prime Minister was ill-
advised enough to impose on this
country. No tinkering will suffice.

Rajaji summed this up very wellwhen
he wrote:
"Unless we minimise official interven- ,

tion and ministerial power, making or
marring the fortunes of businessmen
and industrialists, unless we reduce
controls up to the level called for by
international trade and exchange pres-
sures and bravely decide to knock out
the-rest and try out the consequences,
we are bound to suffer this newly intro-
duced and widespread malady of cor-
ruption at the ministerial and secretariat
levels".

Based on a speech delivered over All lndia
Radio on May 29. l99O

LOOK DOWN O LORDI

On this august dag of Augttst fifteentlt
I prag Thee Lord to look beneath
To sacred lndia's eadh
tli tt:rc lltr /t.x/.tt1 ntr.tturl.t iits ol clit l

Where brother dotlt l'ris brolher kill
Unscrupled tuih great skill
ls Utis what hath Thou designed?
Sha/l ue to this remain resigned?

Where tongues lalk too'much in uain
Where fattg folks haue no brain
Where Neros fiddle while bodies bum
Looking around with no concem.
Where people go on killing spree
From stings of conscience feeling free
Murder here and a rape there
Nation drotoned in rare scare.

Look Cou:n O Lord! lo ntg Mctherland
SaLte it from gangslers' hand
Ere LLre otff freedom lose
t t ldL t5 I tot LDt r.1L i I IOu @oulu L/ rou)c.

D.H. RA*'ANI
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'Bofors' in general and Generals in 'Bofors'

Whot is disturbing is thot, while one is used to oll kinds of oberrotions ond puerile performo.nces
from politicions of oll cotegories ond shodes, one connot be ostonished of the covolier

utteronces of this stoge of Gen. Sundorji

We go on talking endlessly about
Bofors. The average reader is sick and
tired of it. ln chasing the destination of
the mysterious and elusive Rs. 64-crore
kickback, we are denuding ourselves of
all our energy which should be directed
towards solving the nation's urgent
problems. lf and when we trace the cul-
prits, we shall certainly lynch them,
without compunction, but until then let
us not deceive ourselves into thinking
that we are doing any public service by
making the task our exclusive pre-
occupation and spending hundreds of
crores over it. ln trying to trace the
source of one transient leak, we should
not be rocking our boat by puncturing
large and permanent holes in it. Let us
reorient our priorities before it is too late
or we shall sink. The country expects all
its time and attention to be paid to more
worthwhile pursuits relevant to its devel-
opment and groMh, to the relief of pov-
erty and illiteracy, and, more urgently, to
contain the galloping cost of living and
runaway prices of essential commodi-
ties.

Among the more notable ones to join
the fray was, surprisingly, no less a per-
son than Cen. K. Sundarji, our former
Chief of Armv Staff. "ablv" supple-
rnented by Lt. Cen. H. l(aul, a fornrer
DCOAS. Notwithstanding the sensa-
tional headlines which some sections of
the Press so generously devoted to the
Sundarji 'revelations' and the Kaul
lexposures', the unbiased and dispas-
sionate observer will find nothing star-
tling or revealing in the report of the
interview.' lf the interview reveals any-
thing at all, it is the chinks in the Gene-
ral's own armour, the inadequacy of the
security system in the COAS's sa/?ctu/n
sanctorum and the ineptness of some
.f lA.] j:, '1, J.-r-.Ji^^ i- r,-ifnr-.c :r...1

others in the top echelons of the
bureaucrary.

Beginning with Gen. Sundarji him-
self, his interview sounds more like the
outpourings of a lacerated ego than the
moans of a nagging conscience. What
is the object sought to be achieved by
the 'revelation' and what could possibly
be the motive behind the timing of the
disclosure, and what has been gained
by all this effort? None, so far as the
public interest is concerned!

If the General wished to hit the head-
lines, one would have expected him to
come out in defence of himself on the
strictures and insinuations contained in
the CAC's Report. The discrediting ref-
erences to him and the professional
methodology adopted by him and his
Staff in evaluating the comparative
merits of the guns in the lndian context,
to his change of course/choice mid-
stream and the technical suitability of
the gun, implying that the country's
interests may have been mortgaged,
are all matters well within his purview as
COAS of the day. His silence may be
construed as acquiescence, and it is
gratifyirig that he has, albeit as a post
script, now made it clear that the gun
technically was and is the best for the
lndian Army.

It will be admitted on all hands tl'rat
the ultimate responsibility for deciding
whether there is a risk to national secu-
rity such as can be tolerated or accept-
ed in a given situation lies squarely and
entirely with the Covernment of the day.
It is a political decision based on many
factors including, importantly, the mili-
tary appreciation of the scene. Such a
military appreciation or analysis cannot
consist of merely a perfunctory pro-
nouncenlent of whether the risk can be
accepted 'or not. lt has to be fully
:::pl:l:tti', '(';'L ' .]^ti;l^a "-'l;n4 -f
possibilities and potentialities, and a

comparative study of the depth and

N.S. Siva

dimensions of the risks involved in fol-
lowing a particular course of action.
Cen. Sundarji's note was nowhere near
such a document, and to that extent the
disclosure of its contents involves no
great violation of the security code!

But what is disturbing is that, while
one is used to all kinds of aberrations
and puerile performance from politi-
cians of all categories and shades, one
cannot but be astonished at the cavalier
utterances at this stage of Gen. Sundar-
ji. lf he had felt so strongly about his
'note' and desired its acceptance in the
interests of the country, the time to
make an issue of it and, if necessary,
offer to resign his office was then. One
is reminded of what Ceneral Thimayya
did when faced with a situation in which
he had a strong difference of opinion
with the then Defence Minister, many
years ago.

It is also strange that the COAS and
the Deputy should have been content to
deal with and accept oral and vague
instructions from the Secretary/
Additional Secretary in the Ministry in a
matter of such vital import, when they
had direct and admittedly easy access
to the bold and dynamic Ministe.r of
State for Defence, Mr. Arun Sinqh.

Next, we have Lt. Cen. H. Kaul (a
former DY. COAS) telling us that he
successfully repulsed the offer of a
tempting bribe of as large an amount as
Rs. 2.5 crores by one of the gun-trading
companies for just moving their posi-
tion up in the list of acceptable tenders!
The 'offer' became possible because
the company had no difficulty in getting
to know the contents of the TOP
SECRET document containing the rec
ommendations of the Negotiation
/^^.--'n;++,-^ al!l-^, ,.,1- -.., ,,..,

that every precaution was taken to
ensure the security of the information.
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The attempt of this unscrupulous com-
pany to gain an unfair and dishonest
advantage was thus foiled. But no one
involved in this episode felt outraged
enough to raise a hue and cry about it
and ram it down to a logical end.
lndeed, apart from mentioning it to the
'Chief'and the Defence Secretary, noth-
ing more was done and the miscreants
are still at large. Why the company or,
more particularly, its offending repre-
sentative, cannot be named even now
and appropriate action taken is beyond
the comprehension of the public for
whose benefit the present wave of 'reve-
lations' is let loose. All those responsible
for this state of affairs, whether belong-
ing to the Army or the bureaucracy are
guilty of gross remissness, to put it
mildly.

Then there is the story of the lvlA (Mil-
itary Assistant, usually an officer of rank
not lower than a Lt. Col.), who is report-
ed to have tucked away the original of a
TOP SECRET document, together with
its 'office copy', apparently for some
future 'use', in utter disregard of the

specific orders of his Chief to destroy
them!

We are thus becoming objects of rid-
icule, by our utterances and actions,
some of which are reminiscent of cut-
ting one's nose to spite one's face.
What would the country, and the world
at large, think of a national Defence HQ.
set-up which is so lax and inert as to
allow such serious security lapses in its
own inner domain. and which are now
'revealed' by those precisely responsi-
ble for safe-guarding all classified infor-
mation. Would it be too much to expect
these Generals and others, retired or
current, to display better discipline and
restraint, an awareness of the suprema-
cy of the national interest and genuine
concern for the morale of the Defence
Services?

The somewhat lackadaisical, and
some might even say irresponsible,
manner in which, in this instance at any
rate, matters of great significance to the
security of the country, have been han-
dled by the top brass of the fumy and
high level bureaucrats of the Ministry,

do no credit to anybody, and are deeply
disappointing. What is needed is an
unqualified commitment and dedica-
tion to sound and sensible objectives, in
the pursuit of which honest means
should not become a casualty.

The extent of institutional damage
caused to well-ordered and well-
nurtured government machinery in
strategic segments by the thoughtless
words and deeds of these persons,
among others, will unfold (reveal?) itself
as time passes.

lvlajor (Retd) N.S. Siva served in the British Army
and later the lndian Army, saw active servicer
in the Second World War. On release from the
Army he was in CMI employment retirlng as an
Additional Secretary to the Government of lndla.

Freerktn FirsL October 1990.

To serve the public faithfully, and at
the same time please it entirely is
impracticable.

Benjamin Franklin
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lndia - Learning Some Lessons from Eastern
Europe

Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar

The Government of lndio hos retreoted from ils fundomentol tosk of ensuring justice ond legol
rights. Meonwhile it hos odvonced ond coptured the commonding heights of the production
structure. lt now needs to retreot on the production front, os in Eostern Europe. But it needs to

odvonce on the front of socioljustice ond welfore, os olso in Europe

An incredible revolution has overtak-
en the Communist world, (perhaps we
should say the formerly-Communist
world). When Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev
made perestroika (structural change) a
central part of Soviet policy in 1986,
many thought he was merely tinkering
at the margin with the oppressive Soviet
system, and using military cuts to
strengthen the Soviet economy. lt is
now clear that we are witnessing a mas-
sive rejection in the whole of Eastern
Europe of the economic and political
systems created by Lenin and Stalin, an
acknowledgement that it is wiser to
move in the direction of the OECD
countries, which are market-driven wel-
fare states with multi-party democracy.

winds of change and Experimentation -^T":l*u::t^uYf-?:1 
Prime Ministers

Arthoush *re sevr91d.';; ;;,-,'","d l*"i']:l:: #fi1:[-:-:lj"j"jl:perestroika, other East.European coun- mously 
"*pr"rrud 

ihe view that:
tries have gone much faster in structur-
al change] leaving Mr. corbachev a - I he command economy is a fail-

: laggard iur,o i, noi hurrying frantically ure and cannot be made to work

,'to catch up. lt ls a tirne of delirior! efficiently'
' excitement and fertile experimentation. - The market is a befter instrument

- Although East Europe has emphati- f9r producing goods needed by

cally cast aside its past, it is still hazv the people than a centrally

about its future. There is stlll talk about planned system'

a third way between capitalism and - Foreign investment and technol-

communism. After decades of a marx- 99Y are vital for rejuvenating-the
,ist diet, many East Europeans still can- flagging economies of East

not geiu*uy fro- the notion that hiring Europe'

,llqbour amounts to exploitation, that the - The transition to a market-driven
- 

state must be responsible for everything system is compatible with the
and the people themselves for nothing. positive social aspects of the old
Worker-owned enterprises and co-ops regime, such as public housing,
have been tried in Yugoslavia and health and education.
proved so dismal a failure that they are Some of these ideas have been eluci-
not even being contemplated in most of dated in a recent article in the Financral
East Europe. Poland has gone for total Tirnes co-authored by Mr. Vaclaw
illor^c! i,cci.,r, rr vrru gw, vu! !i rui ir,.rrt, Lrlc trcw itittattec i'rttttstet ul
experiment too could fail. The Czechs Czechoslovakia. lt is worth quoting the
have warned that freeing markets is of following passage:

little use when State monopolies exist
everywhere, when the culture of private
risk-taking enterprises is yet to be
established, and when the only firms
that are likely to be viable are foreign
ones. There are others who point out,
especially in the Soviet Union, that free
markets will be a recipe for runaway
inflation unless monetary reform is first
instituted to mop up the huge amount
of excess cash in the economy. The
world has no experience in trans-
forming a communist economy into a

capitalist one, and so the East Europe-
an countries can only theorise and
experiment. Nevertheless, some things
are clear.

"We start with the assumption that
the efficiency-stifling behaviour of
economic agents (in the communist
system) is deeply ingrained and can
only gradually recede. We should
proceed on a parallel path in several
directions.
"(1) Deregulation and administra-

tiue simplification to the slotu
retreat of the Gouernment
from its present role to the
more limited role envisaged by
mainstream economics.

"(2) The careful nurturing of the
market" because it is not true
(as is often aprion' assumed
that as soon as public sector
institutions are dismantled or
weakened, the private sector
will rush in to take over these
activities. Our markets are, and
will in the foreseeable future be,
very imperfect. Efftcient entrg
to the market is therefore cru-
cial and cannot be achie.ued
without opening the market to
foreign competitors and inues-
lors.

"(3) Also important is tlre iigurc.la-
tion of uariotts economic
actiuities. Exit has more signi-
ficance than entrg and is more
difficult to administer.

"(4) The implementation of a sound
macro-economic policg,
based on a uerg restrictiue
monetarg and fiscal policg. is
the backbone of the whole
manoeuvre, and the precondi-
tion for the elimination of mon-

:':",i:11"rt"",1l ::li':0"::';
heavy dose of monetarist medi-
cine, with economic policy
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measures, ngt with formal insti-
tutional reforms - because
with easy money no real chang-
es in economic behaviour of
any agents can be achieved".

This is only a sample of the new ideas
from East Europe, an indication of the
way the wind is blowing there. The shift
towards what Mr. Vaclaw Klaus calls
"mainstream economics" is sometimes
confused with undiluted capitalism, but
that is a serious mistake. No country
possesses or even wants to possess a
pure capitalist framework. All the sup-
posed citadels of capitalism have a
huge government sector. lnclusive of
spending by state government and
local bodies, public expenditure is over
half of CNP in Mrs. Thatcher's Britain
and almost 45 per cent of GNP in Mr.
Bush's USA The Swedish model, with
public expenditure at 60 per cent of
CNP, is not really an alternative to main-
stream capitalism but a variation of it.
The welfare state is here to stay,
Nobody wants /aissez faire, and it is sil-
ly for lndian leftists to keep warning
against it. The alternative to a com-
mand economy is not laissez faire but
a welfare state where production is left
largely to private enterprise and social
welfare to the government. East Europe
has realised this..lt is time our planners
did too.

The lndian Backdrop
Much of lndia's economic history can

be explained by the fact that it became
independent in 1947. lndian intellectu-
als like Jawaharlal Nehru who had seen
the horrors of the Great Depression and
World War ll concluded that capitalism
and fascism were both undesirable and
unworkable. On the other hand they
saw that the Soviet Union under Stalin
h'lcl n-.anaqed to ensure basic needs for
tne bulk of its population (despite
appalling slaughter and political
oppression) and built up industrial
muscle that enabled it to withstand the
military might of Hitler. So itwas natural
for many lndian intellectuals in 7947 Io
regard capitalism as a historicalanach-
ronism, and to see the command econ-
omy of the socialist state as the wave of
the future. ln 1947 it was far from
apparent that reformed capitalism, don-
ning the garb of the welfare state, would
soon ,produ.:, ,11 ecollomic miracle

,,, e,, r,,J(v.i- I llr wqJ lL Ur!r

ous that, after its initial gains, the com-
mand economy of socialism would
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degenerate into unproductive stagna-
tion. ln retrospect the decision of Nehru
to convert lndia into a planned socialist
economy seems inevitable.

Laying the Colonial Ghost
The legary of colonialism buttressed

this. British rule was ushered in by the
East lndia Company. This made lndians
instinctively suspicious of both foreign-
ers and capitalism. Political and eco-
nomic power were intimately woven
together as instruments of white
supremacy in the British Raj. The Can-
dhian emphasis on self-sufficiency
stemmed from the perception that
political independence meant cutting
lndia off from foreign capitalism and
trade. The ghost of the East lndia Com-
pany still haunts our economic policies
today, long after Britain has ceased to
be a major world power.

But it is now 1990. lt is time we
stopped fighting the ghosts of the East
lndia Company and the Great Depres-
sion. History has moved on, and it is
time we learned its latest lessons
instead of remaining mired in the past.
Much of our economic ideology, relat-
ing to the supposed virtues of com-
mand socialism and supposed evils of
capitalism and multinationals, was
derived from the Soviet Onion. But the
Soviet Onion itself has now declared it
has been worshipping false gods. Trag-
ically, there is hardly any echo of this
change in lndia. The ideological lan-
guage of politicians in both the ruling
party and opposition parties has chang-
ed very little. Most of them are reluctant
to acknowledge, as Gorbachev has, that
they have been talking rubbish for most
of their lives. This is a tragedy. We need
dramatic structural change in India too.

lnstead we have the Deputy Chair-
man of the Planning Ccmmissicrr, r\1r.

Ramakrishna Hegde, wanting to go
back to what he perceives as the glories
of the Nehruvian era of planning, and to
enshrine the Planning Commission in
the €onstitution. It is hard to see what
this will achieve except waste valuable
legislative time.'Both the Nehruvian and
Soviet models sought to elevate plan-
ning to super Cabinet status and help
capture the commanding heights of the
economy (by creating public sector
moncpolies and, in lndia's case, a
licence-permit raj). This has been disas-
u vur ir r Lvi.i , *ur, t., icc, ot tu ri rct c r:
nothing glorious about it. Besides, it is
now clear that the Nehruvian and Soviet

ideas of planning were based on an
unstated premise - that there would
be a monopoly of political power for the
ruling party. Without such a monopoly
of power there can be no continuity in
planning and hence planning cannot
occupy a high seat. Mr. Hegde should
know this better than anyone else since
he has just thrown out the previous
regime's 'Approach to the Eighth Plan'
and drafted his own. Civen the uncer-
tainties on the political front, we cannot
rule out a change of government within
a few years, in which case the next gov-
ernment may come out with yet anoth-
er 'planning approach'. ln short, if we
take away the assumption of continuity
of political power - as we must - we
destroy the foundations of Soviet-style
or Nehru-style planning. lt can't work in
a democracy where power keeps pass-
ing from one parly to another.

Apart from being decried by the
communist countries that have tried it
and know it best, yet, there is scarcely
any echo of that criticism from the new
members of the Planning Commission:
One of them, Mr. Rajni Kothari, warned
in a recent article in The lndian Post
against "recolonisation" by multination-.
als, the World Bank and lMF, the sup-
posed agents of imperial capitalism.
Apparently he has learned nothing from
the fact that the centrally planned coun-
tries of East Europe which pioneered
this line of thinking have now forsaken
it. They waht multinationals to set uP
shop in their countries, and want to join
institutions like the World Banh MF
and GATT. We need to get awaY from
obsolete slogans of the Past and
acquire the sort of respect for marketsl.'
and contemplfor neta-babu rule that t- .,

evident in the communist world. -l

Jettison the "Commanding Heights"
Concept

There is one sense in which our plan-
ners can argue, with justice, that we are
very different from Eastern Europe and.
need to learn from its successes as well::
as its failures. Basic needs have alread;.,
been met there and Poverty no longer
exists in the lndian sense. Oppression
based on caste and sheer muscle is not
in evidence in East Europe, The police,
administration and courts are supposed
to deliver justice- to all in lndia but have
vclur I rc Pdl ( ur u rc \JPPI c55lvc 5ll ul- '

ture. Things are worse than they were
during the British Raj in this resPect.



lndia, Government directives and allo- 
-cations are armost .E^ii'gr".i l"i PefestfOikarights decreed by Parliament unimple-

mentable. Funds allocated for anti- _ TgSt FOf Thg FUtUfepoverty plans are siphoned away by the -
neta-babu class, and increasinq these tt - . .
arocations in the namJ';i!l:i:lj,i''T:! Of SOVigt SOCialiSm
may simply fatten the netas and babtts

This then is the irony. The Covern-
ment in lndia has retreated from its fun-
damental task of ensuring justice and
legal rights. Meanwhile it has advanced
and captured the commanding heights
of the production structure, through
direct ownership and a multitude of
controls. It now needs to retreat on the
production front, as in East Europe. But
it needs to advance on the front of
social justice and welfare, as also in
Europe. Note that this is not merely a
question of Plan allocations or priorities.
lf the law and order apparatus has bro-
ken down in Bihar, if private caste-
based armies have taken over the
functions of the state, this cannot be
changed by Plan directives.

The Real Tasks
The problem is that in vast parts of

further. When the courts take a decade
to decide anything, when no police sta-
tion takes notice of common injustice,
when the rich and powerful break laws
with impunity, then all talk of raising
planning to its earlier heights of glory is
meaningless. Drastic reform is needed
of the delivery system in the country-
side, and we need much more govern-
ance rather than less in this crucial
respect. This is where the state must
advance first.

There is something to be said for the
Planning Commission's new emphasis
on rural development. The Nehruvian
emphasis on heavy industry and com-
manding heights misdirected the focus
of the government from areas where it
was most needed - the countryside -to where it was least needed. Nehru
argued that in the initial years only a
strong government presence could
ensure enough infrastructure, and he
was right. But today the private sector
can take up a greatly expanded role in
industry and infrastructure- On-tlrc- oth-
er hand, only the government can ener-
gise rural areas. As we have already
noted, the rural focus will have little
meaninn if ir is qnnfing.l to Plan allnra,
tions. The really important issues are
administration and justice, and these
are outside the ambit of Yojana Bhavan

(Headquarters of the Planning Com-
mission). When the state has withered
away in the countryside, planning has
few panaceas to offer. The first task
must be to re-establish the state.

There is no incoi-r:patibility between
an advance on the social justice front
and a retreat from the organised indus-
trial sector by the Covernment. lndeed,
the two should go together, as both
East and West Europe are showing. lf
public resources in lndia are shifted
towards rural areas, the gap that arises
in infrastructure and organised industry
must be plugged by the private sector
and foreign investors. Some of our vet-
erans are still battling the East lndia

Company and equate foreign invest-
ment with imperialism. East Europe
has shown the folly of tilting against
these windmills under the mistaken
notion that they are evil giants. lnstead .

of acting like Sancho Panzas, our leftist
intellectuals needs to wake up to the
realities and stop imagining demons
which do not exist. East Europe has
cast aside decades of sterile thinking.
Our planners need to do the same.

ExtracL from a background paper by Swamina-
than S. Anklesaria Aiyar, Editor, Financial
Express, Bombay presented at a seminar on
'Perestroika for India' organised by the Project
for Economic Education.

It is the purpose of this article to out-
line a summary of problems and pros-
pects of the Gorbachev reform in the
Soviet economy and society considered
as a whole. It is a little more than five
years since Mikhail Gorbachev openly
declared his ambitious resolve to carry
out a comprehensive restructuring of
Soviet society by introducing a package
of reforms embracing virtually every
major aspect of Soviet economic, polit-
ical and social life. This package of fun-
damental reform whictr has come to be
described as'perestroika' was preceded
by an equally radical policy of 'glasnost'
or openness, the essential idea behind
which lay in inviting the Soviet people to
come to terms with their history with a
view towards contemplating newer per-
spectives for the future.

At the risk of pointing out the obvi-
ous, it must be emphasised that the
entire Gorbachev project remains an
extremely bold precedent in the com-
munist world, fraught as it is with con-
--.iu:: iaJ j il',:l ---ulj : :-:l: il; :c..,..:;l
contradictory directions: it could for
example, lead to a greater democratisa-
tion of Soviet life or, on the other hand,

Ramnath Narayanswamy

it could equally result in a mess of such
gigantic proportions that could easily
leave Gorbachev's successors several
decades to untangle. Five years under
perestroika still finds Soviet Russia in a
period of transition. While the battle for
perestroika is still far from won, it is yet
far from being a lost cause.

Little lmprovement
A visit to Moscow does more than

merely confirm this impression. lt is
perhaps Gorbachev's endurir.rg n.risfor-
tune that as perestroika begins to make
its way felt into the many layers of Sovi-
et society, the very problems it is intend-
ed to tackle begin to get progressively
worse. This is particularly true of the
economic domain, where prices and
recurrent shortages in consumer goods
and essential food items increase rather
then decrease in the wake of the
reforms. Thi.rs, while popular support
for perestroika is indeed strong, it is by
no means assured. This is because for
most Soviet citizens, the situation for all
practicat purposes ls no Detter [nan ula[
which obtained in the Brezhnev period,
now officially described as the years of

Freedont First 3l



Our trqditionoa
rs our promlse

A tradition of innovative drug technology

Commencing as an offspring oi tLe Sv,radeshi movement
fifty years ago with the object of self-sulflciencv in medicines

Meeting the country's needs dunng ihe world war
xarcity of druE

Pioneering the technology for the basrc rnanufacture of
severalvital and life-saving dru;s ranging from

antiasthrnatrcs
and cardiovascular medrcrnes :o anubacterials,

antiarthritia, antipa rasitia ano rnedrci na I aerosols

Providing the lead in the export oi 5ul< drugs and drug
i ntermediates to technologically adt'anced countries

An unflinching commitment to R&0. leading to newer
devclopments i n orga nic chern,srl'. biochem istry,

agronomy and generjcs

Attaining manufacturing quality sandards that have
won the approval of the IVHO and the FDA (USA)

A promise for the fifture
Fulfilling the physician's nee6 for newer and better drugs

Newer drug delivery systems such as sustained-action
formulations. nasal sorals and rmnlant-s

An ongoing research towaros rmproved manufaclurrng
processes and greater utilisation of indrgenous raw materials

An improved quality of life for people everywhere

Ciplo
lnnovqtlve Drug lcdmotogv
- o trodition ond o prwnise

-lt

:i-'1i1$i

:'

9;i
;i$
-.jrti):

,,i.i



'stagnation'.

From the point of view of the con-
sumer therefore, there is little improve-
ment. On the contrary, items such as
washing powder, soap, toothpaste,
razor blades and refrigerators are only
some of the many commodities that
have all but disappeared from the mar-
ket in the course of the last few years.
Meat is now rationed in several parts of
the country, while money is just about
the only commodity in abundant sup-
ply. Despite the fact that enterprises are
now expected to pay their way and the
fact that the first stage of the reform has
led to an improvement in the fulfilment
of contracts, reduced production costs
and ensured a faster growth in the rate
of labour productivity, there has still
been no dramatic breakthrough. This is
because two essential conditions nec-
essary for the successful operation of
the reform continue to be absenL the
dismantling of the centralised system of
material-technical supplies and reform-
ing the price system.

Difficult Transition
Under the circumstances, while eco-

nomic reform under Gorbachev is pro-
ceeding step by step, the newer
problems that the reforms have helped
to surface are symptomatic of the diffi-
cult transition period between the old
traditional administrative system and a
new model of restructured socialism. lf
this transition period is proving to be so
difficult, then this is because the coun-
try is today paying the price for having
neglected the role of the markbt and
financial relations under conditions of a
planned socialist economy. The prob-
lem is compounded by the fact that the
price of this neglect is particularly
heaw: inflationary pressures have
gro\\n to an extent where they threaten
the success of the reform. Last but cer-
tainly not the least is the budget deficit,
officially acknowledged for the first time
last autumn. While this is officially esti-
mated to be about 35 billion roubles for
1989, Soviet economists unofficially
claim a real magnitude of about 100
billion roubles, roughly equivalent to
about 11% of GNP. Yet the question
whether the budget deficit has been
growing since Corbachev came to pow-
er is still not clear. What is clear is that
r rraanl .n,,1 ,-.1oe!ci,,o rlr^aq,,rn. 2r^

needed to bring the economy back into
balance.

The entire Gorbochev
project remoins on

extremely bolJ precedent
in the communist world,

frought os it is with
consequences thot could

result in severol
controdictory directions. lt

could leod to o greoter
democrotisotion of Soviet
life or result in o mess of

gigontic proportions

The major problem in the economic
domain is the absence of an appropri-
ate institutional framework for the pur-
suit of a coherent economic poliry in
which an attempt is made to integrate
current economic management with
the strategic requirements of the
reform. Apart from policy errors, it is
essential that changes in the economic
domain be complemented by changes
in the political domain in which a mean-
ingful attempt is made to pave the way
for political representation of conflicting
interest groups in Soviet society to artic-
ulate their problems and contribute to
enlarging the public discussion on
future alternatives in the USSR. The for-
mation of the Supreme Soviet, the
rejection of the leading role of the com-
munist party and the transition to an
executive presidency under Corbachev
are useful policy initiatives that essenti-
ally point in the right direction. Yet,
recent disturbances in Azerbaijan, the
real threat of secession from the Baltic
states of La'.via. Lilhuarria and Estorria
and the worsening of the economic sit-
uation have unfortunately narrowed
Gorbachev's options. The recent move
to hasten the pace of privatisation
under direct pressure from the radicals

- clearly reinforces this impression.

Lessons for lndia
From a larger point of view, the Gor-

bachev reforms have helped to estab-
lish a wide range of refreshing
precedents in the political and econom-
ic domain in the USSR and Eastern
Frrrone The tinre is nerhanc nrooitiottq
when developing countries like our own
begin to make a concerted attempt to

isolate the valuable lessons of the
socialist experience for our own econo-
mies. While such a move is perhaps on
the agenda it has however yet to trans-
late itself into reality. lf the varying
degrees of hostility and indifference that
the Indian Left has displayed towards
glasnost, perestroika and current devel-
opments in Eastern Europe are any
pointer, the case for an lndian version of
glasnost and perestroika cannot be bet-
ter timed in this specific sense that it is
perhaps time we ask ourselves whether
the forty odd years of the Nehruvian
Iegary of mixed economy is in need of
a change of course as a prelude
towards exploring ways and means for
a specifically Indian way ahead.

ln the economic domain, the essenti-
al ingredients of a new course should
include policies that confront the prob-
lem of agricultural baclovardness and a
fresh look at improving the perform-
ance of the public sector. In the political
domain, important questions that need
to be addressed include such issues as
decentralisation, effeCtive regional
autonomy and the reorganisation of
states. ln the ideological domain could
be included such initiatives that are able
to spell out the kind of objectives the
country can realistically pursue instead
of the rhetoric that we have traditionally
become accustomed to. While it will
doubtless be sometime before such as
agenda can be confronted, it is perhaps
an opportune moment that such ques-
tions are posed.

DR. RAflNATH NARAYANSWAMY is Reader in
Soviet Studies, Oniversity of Bombay.
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A Radical Prescription

It is generally agreed, both inside and
outside Eastern Europe, that the only
cure for their intensifying and grinding
poverty is to abandon socialism and
central planning, and to adopt private
property rights and a free-market econ-
omy. But a critical problem is that West-
ern conventional wisdom counsels
going slowly, "phasing-in" freedom,
rather than taking the always-reviled
path of radical and comprehensive
social change.

Gradualism, and piecemeal change,
is always held up as the sober, practical,
responsible, and compassionate path
of ieform, avoiding the sudden shocks,
pa!nful dislocations, and unemploy-
ment brought on by radical change.

In this, as in so many areas, however,
the conventional wisdom is wrong. lt is
becoming ever clearer to East Europe-
ans that the only practical and realistic
path, the only path toward reform that
truly works and works quickly, is the
total abolition of socialism and statism
across-the-board.

For one thing, as we have seen in the
Soviet Union, gradual reform provides a
convenient excuse to the vested inter-
ests, monopolists, and inefficient slug-
gards who are the beneficiaries of
socialism, to change nothing at all.
Combine this resistance with the stand-
ard bureaucratic inertia endemic under
socialism, and meaningful change is
reduced to mere rhetoric and lip ser-
vice.

But more fundamentally, since the
market economy is an intricate. inter-
c--o i t i t c.:'r,-'tl l.i i i i r--,j w i) i i,i,, 1 ;.'.1 1 1 I i.1 ; 5 tt' 11 I r,

keeping some controls and not others
creates more dislocations, and perpetu-
ates them indefintely.

A striking case is the Soviet Union.
The reformers wish to abolish all price
controls, but they worry that this course,
amidst an already inflationary environ-
ment, would greaUy aggravate inflation.
Unfortunately, the East Europeans, in
their eagerness to absorb pro-capitalist
literature, have imbibed Western eco-
nomic fallacies that focus on price
increases as "inflation" rather than on
the monetary expansion which causes
the increased prices.

Frertclont First 3'1

It is becoming ever cleorer
to Eost Europeons thot the
only procticol ond reolistic
poth, the only poth towords
reform thot truly'works ond

works quickly is the totol
obolition of sociolism ond
stotism ocross-the-boord.

ln Soviet Russia and in Poland, the
government has been pouring an enor-
mous number of roubles and zlotys into
circulation, which has increased price
levels. ln both countries, severe price
controls have disguised the price infla-
tion, and have also created massive
shortages of goods. As in most other
examples of price control, the authori-
ties then tried to assuage consumers by
imposing especially severe price con-
trols on consumer necessities, such as
soap, meat, citrus fruit, or fuel. As'an
inevitable result, these valued items end
up in particularly short supply.

lf the governments went cold turkey
and abolished all the controls, there
would indeed be a large one-shot rise in
most prices, particularly in consumer
goods suffering most from the scarcity
imposed by controls. But this would
only be a one-shot increase, and not of
the continuing and accelerating kind
characteristic of monetary expansion.
And, furthermqre, what consolation is it
ir.r .r cr-,rtst..trtrer to Itave the price of art
item be cheap if he or she can't find it?
Better to have a bar of soap cost ten
roubles and be available than to cost
two roubles and never appear. And, of
course, the markbt price - say of ten
roubles - is not at all arbitrary, but is
determined by the demands of the con-
sumers themselves.

Total decontrol eliminates disloca-
tions and restrictions at one fell swoop,
and gives the free market the scope to
release people's energies, increase pro-
dttction Pnormor tshr ar'.1 4ir^rt
resources away from misallocations
and toward the satisfaction of consum-

Murray N. Rothbard

ers. lt should never be forgotten that the
"miracle" of West Cerman recovery
from the economic depths after World
War ll occurred because Ludwig Erhard
and the West Cermans dismantled the
entire structure of price and wage con-
trols at once and overnight, on the glo-
rious day of July 7, 1949.

ln addition, the East European coun-
tries are starved for capital to develop
their economy, and capital will onlybe
supplied, whether by domestic savers
or by foreign investors, when: 1) there is
a genuine stock market, a market in
shares of ownership titles to assets; and
2) the currency is genuinely convertible
into hard currencies. Part of the imme-
diate West German reform was to make
the mark convertible into hard curren-
cies.

Encourage Liberalisation
... deblocking the lndian econonry to

achieve greater efficiency will not be an
easy job. The key is to provide people
with more competition and more choice.
I believe that lndian Airlines is always crit-
icised for its poor service. My response
would be to allow international airlines to
operate on a few domestic routes. That
would make lndian Airlines more com-
petitive. Alternatively, you can hand over
management of public sector compa-
nies to the private sector. Or at least try.
Privatisation is perceived to have nega-
tive characteristics. But there is nothing
wrong ih being open towards the private
s('at()r .rs wtll as i()trti(Jtl ktt.rrv-iltlrv,litd
foreign investment.

Liberalisation has become a much
misunderstood expression. lt is interpret-
ed to mean liberalisation of imports only.
But actually liberalisation would involve
dismantling the industrial licensing sys-
tem, education and registration of trade
unions among many areas that deserve
attention. Again for industry, imports of
technology and capital goods are not a

crime. How can lndian industry comPete
without that benefits of new technology?

Dr. l.G. PATEL former Governor of the
Resewe Rank of lndia. lnrlia Todav Mav i 1



Keepin g Perestroika Going

May I, 1990, marked another climac-
teric in modern Soviet history. President
Corbachov and his colleagues were jee-
red by the crowds as they stood on the
Lenin Mausoleum. As they left this
famous tribune, they looked a huddle of
irritated and disillusioned men. But if
they live to fight another day - and Pres-
ident Gorbachov, at any rate, has shown
himself to be an amazingly astute politi-
cian - this day may go down in history
as one of the most important of his
career.

For this was freedom at work. People
in Moscow feel free to express them-
selves. lt was a triumph of glasnost 

-even if it was also a kick in the pants to
perestroika.

ln no Western country would it be con-
sidered offensive for politicians to be
treated in that way. All we have to do is to
think of what President Mitterrand or
President Bush have to put up with when
they go on tour. Not to speak of Mrs.
Thatcher at Question Time in the House
of Commons - now that this very
famous institution is televised live to mil-
lions.

As the Soviet Union teeters on the
edge of civil war, as President Corbachov
continues along his tightrope with the
end looking farther and farther distant
with every new development - we must
be aware of the fact that without him
there is no hope of success. He - and a
few of his elite - have always known that
things would have to get worse before
they get better, and they must also have
been well aware that they would never be
able to explain this adequately to the
people.

Perestroika remains a promise of bet-
ter davs. But this is somethinq which the
Ioi.rg suli'i-.ring Soviet people find it very
difficult to take. At the same time as Gor-

lf all price controls should be
removed immediately, and currencies
made convertible and a full-fledged
stock market established, what then
should be done about the massive
state-owned sector in the socialist bloc?
A vital question since the overwhelming
bulk of capital assets in the socialist
cot tntries ara ciate-n\vnF.l

Many East Europeans now realize
that it is hopeless to try to induce state

bachov was turning away from the angry
faces in Red Square, he was being criti-
cised in the West for instituting perestroi-
ka too slowly. But, given his knowledge
that for the present faster perestroika
would mean faster economic deteriora-
tion - though temporary - 

we ought to
understand that we must leave it up to
him and his colleagues to decide how
fast it is best to go.

He is facing a crisis situation of consid-
erable proportions 

- but it has been
faced before by many other national
leaders. Always before, the Soviet Onion

- in its totalitarian, expansionist days -has sided with those whom it seemed
appropriate to designate the underdogs.
Covernment after government in the
Third World have had to go through
excruciating negotiations with the lnter-
national Monetary Fund in order to
obtain sufficient money to put their eco-
nomies on their feet. The IMF represent-
atives - as is their function - have
always told them that they must institute
market economies if they want loans,
because otherwise the loans will be lost.
Desperate leaders have replied: "Yes, but
if we do that, things will go so much
worse before they get better that we will
be thrown out by the fury of the people,
to whom we can explain nothing." After
arduous negotiations, compromises
between these two points of view have
been reached on many occasions.

This is the dilemma which President
Gorbachov is now facing. Who are we to
say that perestroika should be going fast-
er? Our interest is to see that it keeps
going 

- at whatever pace. For without
perestroika, nothing will ever get better

- or at least progress may be put back
by half a century.

COURTESY: Sur'ss Press Reuiew

enterprises to be efficient, or to pay
attention to prices, costs, or profits. It is
becoming clearer to everyone that Lud-
wig von Mises was right only genunine-
ly private firms, private owners of the
means of production, can be truly
responsive to profit-and-loss incentives.
And moreover, the only genuine price
s)rstem reflcrtinn nnqtq a^r1 nrnfi+

opportunities, arises from actual mar-
kets - from buying and selling by pri-

vate owners of property.
Obviously, then, all state firms and

operations should be privatized imme-
diately - the sooner the better. But,
unfortunately, many East Europeans
committed to privatization are reluctant
to push for this remedy because they
complain that people don't have the
money to purchase the mountain of
capital assets, and that it seems almost
impossible for the state to price such
assets correctly.

Unfortunately, these free-marketeers
are not thinking radically enough. Not
only may private citizens under social-
ism not have the money to buy state
asseLs, but there is a serious question
about what the state is supposed to do
with all the rnoney, as well as the moral'
question of why the state deserves to
amass this money from its long-
suffering subjects.

The proper way to privatize is, once
again, a radical one: allowing their pres-
ent users to "homestead" these assets,
for example, by granting pro-rata nego-
tiable shares of ownership to workers in
the various firms. After this one mighty
stroke of universal privatization, prices
of ownership shares on the market will
fluctuate in accordance with the pro-
ductivity and the success of the assets
and the firms in question.

Critics of homesteading typically
denounce such an idea as a "giveaway"
of "windfall gains" to the recipients. But
in fact, the homesteaders have already
created or taken these resources and
lifted them into production, and any
ensuing gains (or lbsses) will be the
result of their own productive and entre-
preneurial actions.

PROF. IvIORRAY N. ROTHBARD ls thc H.J. Hall
distingulshed professor of cconomics at'the Onl-
versilv of Nevada and academic Vice-President
of the Ludwig vorr Mises Institute

COURTESY: The Frec Markcl published by the.Ludwig von Mises
lnstitute, 851 Eurlway Road, Burlangame, California 9401O, OSA.

Who lnvented Chaos?
A journalist a priest and a politician were
asked to use the Bible to prove whose
was the oldest profession. The journalist
cited: "ln the beginning was the word."
The priest insisted: "The Word was God."
But the politician had the final say: "God
created order out of chaos. And who do
you think invented chaos?"
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Accelerating the Pace of Lib eralisation
Koinu pandit

ln o shortoge-ridden economy every sector or commodity should be totolly free from ony
eontroion increosed production. The delicensing of industries ond the removolof production
controls would undoubtedly work io the odvontoge of consumers. ln the process, the need for

politicol monoeuvering would go down roising, in turn, the stondords of public morolity.

Winds of political and economic
change are blowing the world over.
lndia, the largest democracy, cannot
afford to alienate itself from these
reforms, particularly when the lndian
economy is being opened up to the
world. Ever since the process of eco-
nomic liberalisation started in lndia in
1985, the Covernment has initiated a
series of rreasures to strengthen the
efficiency and competitiveness of Indi-
an industry. The main thrust of this pol-
icy has been towards achieving
optimum utilisation of installed capaci-
ty, achieving maximum production and
higher productivity, improving quality,
reducing cost, correcting regional
imbalances and promoting economic
federalism through the equitable
spread of investment. At a time when
the centrally planned economies the
Soviet Union and of Eastern Europe are
switching over to a free market econo-
my and the unification of the EEC
countries by 1992 is going to offer a
vast market potential to be tapped,
competitiveness has to be our watch-
word for groMh and the rapid expan-
sion of exports. Without ensuring
qreater competitiveness of lndian rrrod-
ucts iir the rvorlj lr,:rir.:t, tirc ropiC
growth in our exports witnessed in
recent years, cannot be sustained.

As a logical corollary to the liberalisa-
tion process, the role of the private cor-
porate sector has been gradually
expanding to areas which were not
open to it so far, such as power qenera-
tion, steel, defence production, tele-
communications, road and port
oper ations and railryay equipnrent.

The National Front qovernment
which came to power six months ago, is
committed to allocating 50% of the

country's investible resources for agri-
culture and rural development. This has
led to genuine doubts whether this
means the neglect of the industrial sec-
tor and a slowing down of the liberalisa-
tion process started by its predecessor
government. This, despite the fact that
the Prime Minister and his senior Cabi-
net colleagues repeatedly gave reassur-
ances again that the development of
rural areas will not be at the cost of
industrial development and that the
process of liberalisation would contin-
ue. One has to wait till the government
issues a statement on industrial policy
which is in the offing.

Rate of lndustrial Growth.
Before I touch upon some of the

important liberalisation measures taken
by the government during the Seventh
Five Year Plan, a word about the rate of
industrial growth during this Plan period
may be in order. Whether it is the direct
result of the liberalisation policy adopt-
ed in the immediate past or something
else, the fact remains that the rate of
industrial growth which was decelerat-
ing decade after decade has now accel-
erated from 4.4 per cent per annum in
tire seventies to 7.5% in tlre eiohties
(upto 1989-90). lf we take the more
recent period, the performance on the
industrial front presents a still better pic-
ture. During Seventh Five Year Plan this
growth rate is likely to be of the order of
a little over eight per cent per annum -though during 1989-90, the rate of
industrial growth again suffered a set-
back and, at6.5% it was the lowest dur-
ing the Seventh Plan period

investments upto a limit of Rs.50 crores
if they are located in any of the centrally
backward areas and up to a limit of
Rs.15 crores if they are located in non-
backward areas, provided in both the
cases such location does not fall within
the specified distance limits from
boundaries of the standard urban area
or municipal limits of other cities or
towns.

ln order to promote technological
upgradation and modernisation, the
ceiling for imports under the Technical
Development Fund (TDF) scheme has
been raised to a foreign exchange equi-
valent of Rs. 3 crores from Rs. 2 crores
per unit per financial year, which is
relaxable in deserving cases. The earlier
limit of 40% on capacity expansion aris-
ing out of the implementation of TDF
approvals has been relaxed for non-
MRTP and non-FEM companies.

Better Capacity Utilisation
Yet another measure to facilitate

capacity creation is the policy of pre-
scribing minimum capacity levels for
selected industries with a view to pre-
venting fragmentation of capacity at
uneconomic levels and improving cost
efficiency in thc long run. Under this
policy, existing manufacturing units are
automatically allowed to expand their
capacities upto the prescribed mini-
mum economic levels. As of now, there
are 108 industries for which minimum
economic capacity has been
prescribed.

The limit for fixed asets for MRTP
companies was raised from Rs.20

AsannouncedinJune 19BB,none11- clor€s to Rs. 100 crores and for'dorni-
MRTP (Monopoly and Restrictive Trade nant' companies under the MRTP Act
D.r,-rr-..- ^al\ -: :':':- l=Ffl.n. il.::.:..:t r'..i-' -'n.- ,^r^-. .'-' ll)'. llt:--. -.-;*- ...

Erchange Regulation Act) company is 1985.
now required to obtain an industrial ln order to facilitate output expansion
licence for setting up units involving and ensure better capacity utilisation of
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installed industrlal capacities govern-
ment introduced the facility of. broad-
banding to enable manfuacturing
enterprises to adjust their product-mix
in line with changing market conditions.
As many as 45 items have been
brought under the purview of broad-
banding including glass fibre, man-
made fibre, hot and cold-rolled steel

With a view to improving infrastruc-
ture facilities in the backward areas,
government has introduced a scheme
of growth-centres and decided to set up
100 such centres over the next five
years. This is a better scheme for indus-
trialisation of backward areas as com-
pared to the Central lnvestment
Subsidy Scheme available to small-
scale units in rural and backward areas.

Unlike in the past, foreign companies
are now allowed to submit applications
for industrial licences or foreign ccllab-
orations in their own names.

Attracting the Foreign lnvestor
Welcome as these measures are, I

would like to make some suggestions
in order to carry forward the process of
industrial liberalisation.

On foreign investment the thinking of
the present government does not
appear to be positive. The 40% limit on
foreign equity participation should not
be considered as something sacro-
sanct. Unless this limit is raised to 57%
a foreign investor may not feel confi-
dent about his investment. At present,
there is a tussle going on between the
lndustry Ministry and the Finance Minis-
try about relaxations in FERA rules. lt
appears the lndustry Ministry wants to
go all out and welcome foreign invest-
ment in any field, except a few select
areas. For this purpose, it is in favour of
drawing up a negative list where such
in,vestment may not be allorved. On tl.'
otlrer hand, the approach o[ the
Finance Ministry appears to be conserv-
ative in that it wants to draw a limited
positive list of areas in which foreign
investment may be allowed.

While delivering the IDBI Silver
Jubilee Commemoration Lecture in
Bombay recently, Dr. l.C. Patel made a

very pertinent observation as regards
foreign private investment:

There are many regulations such
as those qoverninq foreion invest-
ment which have little if anything to
do with balance of payments difficul-
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ties. Our exchange control system
and the Foreign Exchange Regula-
tions Act (FERA) have remained now
in force virtually unchanged for so
many years that many of its provi-
sions survive without any relevance
or apparent significance.

Reducing Dependence on Foreign Aid
or Loans

Attracting more foreign investment
would also be tantamount to reducing,
if not eliminating altogether, our
requirements of foreign aid. Foreign
private investment in the form of equity
participation would mean no increase
in the liability of the lrrdian party on
account of the fluctuating value of the
rupee vis-a-vis major currencies of the
world. On the other hand, foreign pri-
vate investment in the form of loans
would mean that with every successive
depreciation of the rupee, the liability of
the lndian party would go up. Servicing
of foreign equity is cheaper than servic-
ing a foreign loan borrowed on com-
mercial terms. The debt has to be
serviced irrespective of the fact whether
the project for which it was contracted
makes profit or nol As against this, the
question of servicing equity would arise
only if the project makes profits.
Restrictions on royalty payments too
need to be eased in order to be able to
import really high technology.

Simplifying Procedures
As of today, there are too many dis-

cretionary powers with the bureaucrats.
There is an urgent need to simplify pro-
cedures, rules and regulations govern-
ing such investment so as to avoid
inordinate delays in the approval of for-
eign investment proposals. All these
nteasuT(is rrr.)\,' hr:lp ;-ri'rract the
immense potential of foreign private
investment, particularly from non-
resident Indians. At present, direct for-
eign investment in lndia does not
amount to more than Rs.300 crores per
year while China is able to attract for-
eign investment of the order of USD
1000 million (Rs.1700 crores) per
annum. Removal of restrictions on for-
eign private investment does not pose
any danger of take-overs by multina-
tionals, for lndia has not put all its eggs
in one haskct Orir forcinn r-nllahnrali^r'
agreements involve scores of countries
and hundreds of parties in the world.

Redefining'Monopoly' and
Delicensing

The MRTP Act should be re-defined
in terms of the market share of the
company instead of the value of assets.
The threshold limit of Rs.100 crores for
a company to be identified as an MRTP
company should be totally abolished as
inflation makes a mockery of such
limits.

Except some key areas, all other
industries and sectors should be deli-
censed. Today, out of 1000 applica-
tions for licences that are received every
year, over 700 relate to projects where
the investment involved is less than
Rs.5 crores. There is a strong case for
freeing all investments below a certain
floor, including for MRTP/FERA com-
panies. Such a step would reduce paper
work and delays and enable private
industry to concentrate on major
projects.

Competition in all Sectors
All sectors of the economy should be

open to competition'. This is possi-
ble only if the private sector is allowed
to operate in all areas of the economy.
Fortunately, the present government
does not think that the public sector is
the penacea for all our economic ills.
On the other hand pronouncements
indicate its belief that a public sector
which neith-er provides infrastructure
facilities nor fulfils social responsibility
has any role to play in the economy.

Except in'some select areas such as
oil, civil aviation, etc. where it has a
monopoly, in most other cases, public
sector units are making losses. lt is
interesting to note that for the first time
during the 'BOs all the non-petroleum
enterprises taken together made net
profits of Rs.417 crores during
1988-89. All these years, non-oil enter-
irrises usecl to irrcur heavy- losses ;,ear
after year. This imposes a heavy finan-
cial burden on the government's bud-
getary resources. tf fiscal imbalances
which lead to balance of payments cri-
ses are to be avoided, the operations of
public sector should strictly be confined
to core sector activities.

Disposal of Non-viable Public Sector
Units

Those public sector units which are
incurring losses year after year and are
fal ,--l -an 'iahl^ -1..-',l.l l-- .----'..-. l

completely. Those units which are mak-
ing losses at present but are found eco-



nomically viable should be auctioned.
ln such units, government rrray not offer
equity participation to the public but
should hand over the management of
such units to professionals. ln the case
of units which are running at a profit,
government should reduce its equity
holding by at least 40%. This could be
achieved either by disposing of ils own
equity holding in the market or by issu-
ing fresh capital to the public at large

. without receiving any share in it for
itself. If the government desires to dis-
pose of some of its equity holding in
loss-making public sector units suffi-
cient incentives should be provided to

. ensure that the private sector comes
'forward to buy that equity holding. This
could also be in the form of allowing the
private sector to set off its profits
against the losses incurred by public
sector units which it takes over. This

: may induce people to buy shares in the
: public sector enterprises as also help

reduce the budgetary deficit and, in
turn, the public debt.

Reward Efficiency
If the government is serious about

improving the standard of living of the
people, which could be achieved by
attaining higher growth rates of the
economy, a steady increase in produc-
tion is the only remedy. ln other words,
in a shortage-ridden economy every

' sector or commodity should be totally
- free from any controi on increased pro-

duction. The government at the same
time should give incentives for higher

ii. , able to produce more from the same'' installed capacity, automatically the unit
x.\il j Sost of production would come down.
-l We would also be able to obviate the
i,.'.:i .need for new investment. All in all, the

delicensing of industries an:l the
removal of production conirols would

: undoubtedly work to the advantage of
consumers. ln the process, the rieed for

:'; political manoeuvering would go down
raising, in turn, the standards of public

f,i'.-morality.l' : The greatest need of the hour is to
get out of ideological cobwebs and give
full thrust to the piocess of

,' liberalisation.

lvlR. RAivIo PANDIT ls Secretary - Qeneral lndi-
an Jqercnanl's lllarnuei! c)untudJ

It is idle to pretend that democracy is
the epitome of perfection. When too
many people deliberate, where delibera-
tions are interminable, often muddled,
where laws are complex and justice slow
and cumbersome, democracy is imped-
ed. The beneficiaries are then the black-
marketeers, food and drugs adulterators
and the mafia, who reap the benefits of
democracy.

ln our country, adulteration of life sav-
ing drugs and even essential foods, has
become industrialised. Pray, how many
have paid the penalty except the inno-
cent victims. Our laws have failed us, our
judicial system is far too slow.

Desperate ills needs desperate reme-
dies. Summary trials, and sentence carr-
ied out within 24 hours. But that cannot
be. Because we are a democracy.

Why is the fear of the devil not put into
them (one or two periodical examples
would suffice). Because we are a democ-
racy.

Booth capturing has become a period-
ical political exercise. lf any one has ever
been caught, I do not recall a single
instance of punishment having been
meted out. Booth capturing has made
our democracy the laughing stock of the
world.

The list is long and depressing.
This is the price, we, as a nation, pay

for democracy. lt is a dreary price.

Yet, all said and done, how is that all
irther forms of government which have
been tried by different nations at different
times have failed, and the people have
returned to the democratic way of life:
Because they have character.

Aristotle said: When somq people are
very wealthy and others have nothing,
the result will be either extreme democ-
racy or absolute oligarchy; or despotism

:l:":"J" 
from either of these two

The nearest would be a balance
between the two absolutes; freedom with
reasonable restraint, and if the restraint
can be self-imnosed. so much the better.
For that a nation needs character.

5:
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Democracy and Character

B. Lentin

There are several obtuse definitions of
character in the dictionary; moral
strength, mental or moral qualities, are
some of them.

To be perhaps less obtuse, let me put
it differently 

- The willow will bend to the
wind, and will even touch the ground; the
oak will stand upright in a gale. The gale
may break the oak but not bend it.

The oak has character, the willow has
not.

A nation is a mixture of the oak and the
willow. lf the willow outnumbers the oak,
the nation has no character ahd democ-
racy will not for long survive.

Character is not so much measured by
the success one has achieved in life, as
by the obstacles one has overcome while
trying to succeed.

There was a man.
1831 .,.failed in his vocation.
1832 ...defeated for legislature
1833 ...second failure in his vocation
1836 ...suffered a nervous breakdown
1838 ...defeated for Speaker
1840 ...defeated for Election.
1843 ...defeated for Congress
1848 ...again defeated for Congress
1855 ...defeated for Senate
1856 ...defeated for Vice-President
1858 ...defeated for Senate
1860 ...elected President of the Onited

States of America
That man overcame. He had charac-

ter. Someone said: We need many
Lincoln-irearted rnen.

It is not what he has or what he does
which directly expresses the worth of a

man, but what he essentially is.

Faithfully faithful to every trust/
Honestly honest in every deed/
Righteously righteous and justly just.
That is character.

An unassuming little man in a loin
cloth, deiisively dismissed as "the naked
fakir" had it. He went on regardless, to
become the Father of our Nation.

Extract from a speech by Justice B. Lentin
(Retd.) at the annual mceting of the Leslie
sawhny Programme on f4ay Io. l:r:rrJ.
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Labour Participation in Management

- Much Ado about a Non-lssue

"An excellent plumber is infinitelg
more admirable the an incompetenl
philosopher. The -qocretg u.shich
scorns excellence in plumbing
because plumbing is a humble actitsi-
tg and tolerates shoddiness in philos-
ophg because ft r's an exalted actiuitg
utill neither haue good plumbing nor
good philosophg. Neither its pipes nor
its theories uill hold LDater".

(Excellence bg J.W. Gardner).

What is true for societies, holds good
for governments too. A government
that seeks to improve industrial rela-
tions and enhance productivity, but is

unwilling to grapple with the totally con-
fusing maze of labour laws is surely
engaging itself in a futile exercise. So
too a government that advocates labour
participation in management, without
ensuring that labour participates in
trade unionism itself, is surely a case of
putting the cart before the horse. lt
might not be out of place to mention
that if priorities are not to be distorted,
government would be better advised to
let managers first participate in man-
agement, before labour is accorded
that status.

Flajor Constraints
There are many more serious issues

that ought to enqaqe the attention of
llre i'{atir>nai Front governrnent. trrii:,:
there is growing evidence th'at this gov-
ernment lays greater stress on populist
postures than on matters of substance
this subject of labour participation in
mangement has apparently got prece-
dence over more vital and immediate
issues crying for attention. Assuming,
therefore, that in the eyes of the current
rulers labour's participation in manage-
ment is a matter of serious national
concern, how do we approach it. There
are major constraints and pitfalls that
need lo he talran rrrrlr- nf In llri< r'r'-i.'vt

there are atleast two preliminary ques-
tions that must be answered. Firstly,

A government thot
odvocotes lobour
porticipotion in

monogement, without
ensuring thot lobour
porticipotes in trode

unionism itself is surely o
cose of putting the cqrt

before the horse.
Government would be
better odvised to let

monogers porticipote in
monogement before lobour

is occorded thot stotus

there is the question of who constitutes
"Labour". Judicial pronouncements
have conferred the title of "workmen"
on government servants, bank employ-
ees sitting in air conditioned comfort
and airline pilots whose life style is the
envy of senior managers in industry. Do
these gentlemen need a legislative
forum for participation? Do they ruant
to 'participate' in the first place? Ask an
Air-lndia commander.

The second question to be asked is:
Does labour aspire to participate or is

, :,r,::;;t;rt:-.;tl Il:.t:t lh:l i:b:lrr :;ltoulci
liave a say in rnanagenlent. i-lre city ol
Bombay, witnesses mammoth rallies by
various trade unions on almost every
major issue. But we have never had one
so far to press for labour's participation
in management. Evidently, atleast in so
far as 'Labour' is concerned, this is not
a priority issue. Why then this great con-
eern with a non-issue? The only logical
conclusion one can draw is that in the
name of labour's participation it is really
a ploy for poiiticians to muscle into
industry in the qarb of trade unionists.

Derelict Schemes
Let us look at some of the more sub-

S. Nair

stantive issues involved. Labour partici-
pation in management has been an
obsession with every successive gov-
ernment in free lndia, and like inflation
will always be with us. lt attracts a per-
verse variant of the law of diminishing
returns: the more the government talks
about it, the less will it do anything
about it (except of course, the manda-
tory meetings of labour ministers of the
states and the secretaries concerned, to
be followed by the inevitable setting up
of committees). This is hardly surpris-
ing because popular slogans and hard
decisions have an inverse relationship.
ls the government at all aware that there
is a mechanism which provides a forum
for labour to participate with manage-
ment on issues that directly affect the
former - the Works Committee. What
has been the fate of these Works Com-
mittees. There are numerous enterpris-
es where these Committees have not
been formed and no complaints have
been received from labour. ln many
organisations worker candidates are
not even forthcoming and the employer
has to virtually plead with the workmen
to nominate their representativesl Simi-
larly a grandiose scheme of workers
participation in industry, on a three tier
basis, was recommended in the early
'70s. The scheme never took off. lt is
against this backdrop that the issue of
ir.tr-ti<.lflatiL'iil ir rr i>t i,rc 

" 
icw Uit.

Critical to good industrial relations is
the regulation of multiple trade unions
in an enterprise. lf the government, after
applying itself to this problem for
almost four decades, has not been able
to arrive at a methodology tb determine
which union is representative, how is it
ever going to decide on who will partic-
ipate in management on behalf of
labour. Thcn again, if participation is tt>

be restricted only to those who come
,,,;t[.i'. +lr'- l,,ri-iti-'. . ( ', ..1 '.-.. '

under the lndustrial Disputes ,Act. large
chunks of employees would have no

Frt'etktrr f ir sl 1 I



say in management. Unfortunately in
this category would fall the middle and
junior managers, who already are man-
aging the day-to-day affairs of the orga-
nisation. Even today, particularly in
government and state-owned undertak-
ings, communications within the mana-
gerial hierarchy is so pathetic that
information flow to the middle and low-
er rnanagement levels is actually uia the
union! Estrangement of the managerial
class will only aggravate the situation.

'Professional' 0nion Leaders

This is not to suggest that there is an
effective role for workmen where partic-
ipation exists in whatever form. The
individual worker is reduced to being a
pawn in the hands of 'professional'
unionists. What voice can labour have,
when leaders are known to have kept
strikes going because it suited them to
do so; and have resisted the introduc-
tion of any change from computerisa-
tion to deployment of workmen on the
shop floor with total disregard to orga-
nisational compulsions. An individual
worker, even if he wants to, dare not vio-
late union-dictated norms. What can
such a worker contribute by participat-
ing in management?

What does all this boil down to? lt
simply means that in effect there will be
participation by the 'leaders', not by the
'workmen'. The implications are omi-
nous. There is a cliche in management
called the 'open door' poticy. This
means that anyone can walk into the
boss's room and be heard. The fact,
however, is that only a handful actually
walk through that door, and theY are

people who have access to the boss
anylvay. The vast majority are too timid
to face the boss and he in turn is not too
keen to encourage such a Practice.
Labour participation will face a similar
situation. The outsider 'leaders' will
'ir-rrlicipatc in the rrame of the vast
majority of the emPloYees'

Effective Participation
At what level can labour participation

be effective if at all? AnY genuine
worker-relevant participation can only
be at the unit level. At this level there
already are the Works Committees. Will
workers participation in management
su'pplant the Works Committees? lf not
the agenda would have to be distinct
from welfare-oriented issues that Works
Committees discuss. lf particiPation in

nranagement. ls lndlvlclual based rather
then union based, it could result in rath-
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er awkwaid situations being created.
Consider for example a worker express-
ing a point of view that may be accept-
able to the majority but is not in tune
with the views of the union leaders and
consequently not endorsed by the
union representing the workmen. ln
such a situation can the union then take
up the matter in bilateral negotiations
and annul the views of the workers' rep-
resentative on the Board?

lf participation is meant to be at the
industry level, it would have little rele-
vance for the workmen. The issues
involved would be macro-level which
hardly touch the workers in a direct way.
Nevertheless, the government would
help create an enabling situation for
politicians to take decisions that have
long term implications for the working
class, without those affected having any
effective voice. And what kind of partic-
ipation there can be at that level can be
guaged from the farce being enacted at
the national level. The Tripartite Com-
mittee (Covernment, employers and
trade unions) does not meet for years.
Even when it does it is unable to arrive
at a consensus even on matters that
have been discussed ad nauseum ior
several years. Look at the fate of the
report of the National Commission on
Labour. A participative effort at its very
best, the report gathers dust in the Min-
istry of Labour. Till today we have no
explanation as to why the Report has
not been accepted - much less imple-
mented. And we are now told that even
the pending lndustrial Relations Bill is
being withdrawn. ln the last few months
that it has been in power, this govern-
ment has proved a point irrespective of
pa(y colours, when it comes to political
expediency, all governments are the
same.

A point I v''ould lil<e to stress because
it does not figure in any discussion on
labour participation in management, is
the need for managers to make the
most effective use of time. ln fact in our
country it can safely be said that only
business managers and professionals
understand the value of dme. This is
something incomprehensible to the
government sector where what can be
discussed tomorrow need not be done
today. The secret of using time judi-
ciously is taking prompt decisions -and that means collectinq faets. analvs-
illg rnlornlauon and arnvlng at
informed decisions. ln management,

decisions need to be made quickly in
areas like market strategies, investment
proposals, growth and diversification
plans etc. A labour representative will
find himself totally out of his depth. lf he
needs to seek his leader's opinion or
holds rallies to elicit the opinion of
employees on such complicated mat-
ters it is easy to imagine how chaotic
will become the matter of running a
business! Any one who seeks to repre-
sent labour must have adequate expo-
sure to various aspects of running a
business. How does one ensure this?
This is a question that those who zeal-
ously advocate participation must
answer. ln fact government has a
responsibility to ensure that in their pur-
suit of an electoral gimmick, nranage-
ment boards are not converted into
bureaucrtive committees where deci-
sions are kept on hold while the labour
representative is out seeking the views
of his constituency!

Let lvlanagers Manage
Civen this situation what should gov-

ernment address itself to? A great deal.
For instance, government can ensure
that managers manage our Public
enterprises, without having to contend
with political interference. lt can ensure
that workers participate in trade unions
without having to koMow to the political
leadership. And finally it can assure the
country that ministers will fully partici-
pate in the governance of the country
without dabbling in areas that are the
preserve of professionals. C-Dot being
a good case in point.

So far as the private sector is con-
cerned, no amount of government
edicts is going to ensure participation. lt
would depend on the degree of profes-
sionalism, the maturity of industrial
relations in the unit concerned and the
stabiliw of the enterprise ['et the gov-
ernnrent diiect its erlergies to crcating a

climate in which each constituency can
discharge its primary responsibili$es to
the best of its ability. Let managers
manage industry, labour run trade
unions and ministers restrict them-
selves to their legislative duties.

Mr, S. I'lAlR. currently General llanager ln a

Bombay enterprise, has had considerablc expcri-
ence in personnel management and lndustrial
relations in both public and private sector
companies.



Mockery that Helped Topple an Empire

It must be splendid to be a citizen of
Czechoslovakia today, despite the diffi-
culties, hardships and dangers that
have inevitably accompanied the East-
ern Revolution. But one form of rejoic-
ing must particularly warm the heart of
every free spirit there; the glorious work
of pulling down and smashing the stat-
ues and portraits of the tyrants who set
their persecutors as viceroys over them.
But I hope somebody - President
Havel will surely see the point 

- is at
this moment commissioning a bust of
The Cood Soldier Svejk. lf you do not
know who the Cood Soldier Svejk is
(you may know him as Schweik), you
have a jolly time coming; if you do
know, you are having a jolly time
already.

Jaroslav Hasek was literally as well as
metaphorically a Bohemian; but it was
the metaphorical side which led to his
countless adventures in his various
roles as drunkard, fraud, rioter, anar-
chist, practical joker, blackmailer, jour-
nalist, pauper, lunatic, would-be suicide,
soldier, malingerer, deserter, linguist,
Bolshevik and genius. The book he
wrote chronicled the adventures in the
First World War of his magnificently
unheroic hero, Svejk (much of Svejk's
character and escapades is based on
Hasek's own life), and the work is deep-
ly, passionately, wittiiy and devastatingly
subversive. Subversive, that is, of order,
religion, authority, respectability and
proprielv; I would not be surprised to
learn tl.rat it was banned tl-rroughout the
years of Czechoslovakia's uia crucis.

If it wasn't, it should have been: Svejk
sums up his political philosophy by say-
ing "An empire as idiotic as this one
doesn't deserve to exist." He meant, of
course, the Austro-Hungarian, but it
was even more apt to the Soviet
hegemony, and the ribaldry with whlch
the book is filled should have put the
Soviet satraps on their guard.

This flawed but immortal master-
plece was translated tnto Lngllstl Llul lrlg
the Second World War, which was
when l, as a schoolboy, discovered and

revelled in it. It figured, by a bizarre trick
of fate, in the Ladg Chatterleg trial. The
wonderful booby Mervyn Criffith-Jones
srrggested that Peng;uin could have
published Chatterleg without the rude
bits (what he called "the bouts"). Allen
Lane gently pointed out that Penguin's
rule was never to expurgate or cut the
books they published, but Griffith-
Jones said that Schueik (the German
spelling, used in the Penguin version)
had been abridged, whereupon Lane,
even more gently, explained that gov-
ernment regulations controlling paper
(very scarce in the war) had made it
impossible to publish it in its entirety.
Mind you, if Criffith-Jones had actually
read it, he would have been tempted to
sling it into the dock alongside Law-
rence, for there are some of his "bouts"
in it, to say nothing of the most appall-
ing blasphemy.

In the early Seventies, a retired diplo-
mat, Sir Cecil Parrott, set himself to put
Hasek's masterpiece on its proper
plane, which is where Rabelais stands,
beside Tristram Shandg and Penguin
lsland. His labours in this work are
beyond praise; first he translated the
entire book, which must amount to
some 35O,O0O words; next, he wrote a
biography of Hasek, under the title lhe
Bad Bohemtan; finally, he produced a
comprehensive critical study of Hasek's
work.

It was always unlikely that Suejk (the
Czech spellin3, ivhich Prrr,l',t pref:rr-ed)
would ever be forgotten, but with the
monument that Parrott built him, it is
quite certain that he will not. Hasek was
fortunate in having an artist friend,
Josef Lada who (after Hasek's death)
drew the pictures with which the book is
adorned, and it is impossible for anyone
who has read it, and seen Lada's draw-
ings, ever to imagine Svejk looking like
anything else. (Alas, Parrott died in
1984, or we should surely have had still
more Svejkiana.)

Svejk's technique for keeping out of
tl uuljlc 

- 
ul,lilul c c^dlu), rul gcr(i/ag

out of trouble - is to assume the guise
of an imbecile, though in truth he is

Bernard Levin

Why do you suppose thot
lrumour, in oppressive
societies, is invoriobly

wotched with suspicion ond
put down without

compunction? Ask the
termites; if you con lough of

the wicked their fote is
seoled.

stuffed with cunning, the cunning of the
shrewd and wily poor, which has
through the centuries defeated any
number of bureaucrats, policemen,
employers, officers and dictators. The
book, indeed, starts at exactly that point:
Svejk is arrested for speaking disre-
spectfully about the emperor, and in no
time has persuaded the psychiatrists
that he is an idiot, fit for the lunatic asy-
lum rather than prison. His description
of his time there gives an immediate fla-
vour of the book:

I really don't know why those loonies
get so angry when they're kept there.
You can crawl naked on the floor,
howl like a jackal, rage and bite... A
chap can pass himself off as Cod
Almighty, the Virgin Mary, the Pope,
the King of England, His Imperial
rr\ajesty or St Wenceslas... One chap
even pretended to be St Cyril and St
Methodius just to get a double por-
tion... The wildest of them all was a
gentleman who pretended to be the
sixteenth volume of Otto's Encgclo-
pedia and asked everybody to open
him and find the entry: "Cardboard
box stapling machine"... It really was
like living in paradise there. You
could kick up a row, fight, sing, cry,
bleat, yell, jump, say your prayers,
turn somersaults, crawl on all fours,
l:;:, ;',::-. :b:::i, :l:.;r:1, :i:ip, sq'-:;i :ll
day on your haunches and climb up
the wall.
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The Rabelais comparison is inescap-
able, but Hasek's imagination was more
realistic: the whole book consists of the
appalling scrapes Svejk gets into, and
gets others into as well. One of my
favourites is the drunken chaplain, Otto
Katz, who is given Svejk as a batman,
later to gamble him away at cards. The
very mildest item in Katz's catalogue of
defrockabilities is his attempt to admin-
ister extreme unction, which ends with
the chaplain telling Svejk to polish his
boots with the holy liquid and Svejk
using it to oil the lock.

Not only is lhe Good Soldier Suejk a
picaresque novel so vividly funny as to
be quite unforgettable. lt is something
more, much more; an anarchical yell of
triumph, proclaiming yet another victo-
ry over all those who have power and
abuse it. That victory, as we all know, is
hard won; you cannot really laugh an

empire into disintegration, though you
can make its servints wish they had
never been born. That is what Hasek
and Svejk between them do, and I can-
not but believe that in the long night of
oppression, the Czechoslovaks trea-
sured the book as a gospel.

It is hardly a gospel that a bishop
could approve of, though it does insist
that the meek shall inherit the earth.
The bishop would jib, however, when it
comes to the methods the meek are to
use in order to gain their inheritance.
Skiving, lying, thieving, cheating - all's
fair for the underdog, who has no hope
other than the hope he can make for
himself, by worming his way into
ordered society and releasing a bag of
termites, confident that in time they can
be left to bring down the structure.

Why do you suppose that humour, in
oppressive societies, is invariably

watched with suspicion and put down
without compunction? Ask the termites;
if you can laugh at the wicked, their fate
is sealed. Jaroslav Hasek and his great
creation laughed at every kind of obedi-
ence, respect, deference and law; they
laughed because what they were laugh-
ing at deserved to be pulled down and
burnt to ashes. ln the annals of Czecho-
slbvakia the good soldier Svejk should
have a hallowed form and place. I ask
President Havel: can you think of a
more hallowed form and place for him
than Wenceslas Square? Forward, the
sculptors of Bohemia!

Sir Ceci/ Parrot's translation of Suejk is
published bg Heinemann, The Bad
Bohemian bg Bodleg Head.
COURTESY: The Times and Mr. Ber-
nard Levin

I
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Malavanthangal's Damien
Prema Nandakumar

Jogodison's life is on inspirotion to oll people be they heolthy or sick, rich or poor, educoted or
unlettered. His story is literolly o sogo of humon enduronce yoked to immitigoble hord work ond
sterling sirrcerity. Referred to os the Fother Domien of South lndio he hos spreod the messoge of
leprosy cure. Jogdison's reol hoppiness hqs been wotching burnt-out coses leoding.o perfectly

normol life in our society

Fulfilment through leprosy? Of all
sicknesses in this harsh world, leprosy?
That dreaded disease which has held
mankind in terror since it appeared as a
dull white patch for the first time on
some unfortunate's skin grown insensi-
tive? The one malady which draws even
mother and child apart and kills pity in a
ruthless manner? But if Arjuna's sorrow
could be a goga and lead to lhe Bhaga-
uad Cila, dire leprosy also could be
accepted as a goga that leads to fulfil-
ment. For that is exactly what happened
to T.N. Jagadisan, a young confidant of
the Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri who
edited the latter's correspondence and
thus performed an enriching service to
the world of letters. Jagadisan's life is an
inspiration to all people be they healthy
or sick, rich or poor, educated or unlet-
tered. His story is literally the saga of
human endurance yoked to immitiga-
ble hard work and sterling sincerity.

Jagadisan was born on October 2,
1909 (the Mahatma's birthday) in a
family of Vedic scholars of Thachakka-
du village near Chidambaram. The
family was not well-to-do and Jagadi-
san lost his beloved father at a very early
age. lle was good at academic studies
and his eldest maternal uncle encour-
aged him to complete graduation. Mar-
ried to this uncle's daughter,
Asanambal, Jagadisan passed his
English Honours in 1930 and prepared
to take up a teaching career.

But already the shadows of leprosy
had fallen on Jagadisan's youthful and
imposing figure. His paternal uncle and
the uncle's two sons fell victims to
infective leprosy with nasal lesions. He
himself had a leprous patch as a school
boy the knowledge of which he kept to
himself. Not even his widowed mother
or little sister knew about it. He tried
some remedies and even Agurueda

was of but moderate help.
The joy of becoming a graduate was

obliterated by the spread of the disorder
as well as the spectre of unemploy-
ment. Battling with his own fears and
inadequacies, Jagadisan left for distant
Karachi to take up an editorialjob with
a publishing company. The very first
winter brought a nasty ulcer and the
local doctor advised him to return to his
people. The journey back was hellish.
He was almost unconscious with fever,
lost his purse to a train robber and land-
ed penniless in Bombay, But for the
timely help from his mother-in-law's
sister, it would have been the disastrous
end of a promising life. From 1932
onwards Jagadisan taught in colleges
in Madurai and Alwaye and in 1937
became a lecturer in English at Anna-
malai University.

At Annamalai University at that time
was V.S. Srinivasa Sastri, the Universi-
ty's Vice-Chancellor. Jagadisan found
his Krishna in Sastriar. Be it politics,
administration, English grammar or
pronunciation, Sastriar led his earnest
Ci:;.:iPll crri.'rrcls g,--rrtlv and firnrl;'
Jagadisan, in his turn, became a Bos-
well. So passionate was this Boswell's
admiration that when Sastriar resigned
his position and went to Madras, Jaga-
disan too bid good-bye to his University
job and followed him! For he had real-
ised the literary value of even the casual
correspondence of Sastriar and made it
his self-imposed task to collect and
publish the'great orator's letters.

Collecting letters is an onerous (and
often thankless) iob and Sastriar's
acqualntances DelollgcQ to d vely wtoe
spectrum ir-r naticlrtal life. Sastriat also
kept in touch with his family membersT.N. Jagadisan
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At Mukand, we believe that
there is nothing that cannot be improved.

Division has engineered and commissioned
a mobile service structure for rocket
assembly for ISRO. An engineering feat
performed for the first time outside NASA.
Mukand has built India's largest indigenouslv
designcd gantry crane for Neyveli Lignite.
And has to its credit a number of other unique
engineering feats. Mukand has also acquired
international expertise in handling projects.

Mukand's Steel Foundry is India's largest
steel foundry in the private sector. Mukand
today is one of the largest suppliers to the Indian
Rai I n'avs. In fact. lv,[rr ka n rl's for r rr rl n. P ro r I r r r :l s
irt'c Irr:irrg c-r1rortccl to IJS.Slt.rrrd of lrcl rrtlvarrt;cc]
nations.

Indee d, Mukand has always becn guided by
the thought that there is nothing in the world of

VMUKAND LID
(Formerly Mukanrl lron & Ster:l\1'orks L.ttl.)
I Il q r{.':'.1. I. .:l..,lll,-l,ll-;.'.', -iurr uzu

MASTERMINDS IN STEEL.

steel that cannot br.l bettercd.
And, we havebeen doing just
that for more than 50 years.

At lvlukand, lve are constantlv in search of
new ways to improve. What started off as a
cornrnitment to make better grades of steel todav
spans the entire gamut of Mukand's ac;tivities.
From Speciality Steels to Machine Building.
From Foundrv to Engineering Constrrrction.
Delivering better products through better
technolclgy.

In fact, Mukand has spent more than 50 years
in not only making steel but history as u'ell.

Mukand was the first to apply continuous
casting technology for steel production in India.
First to introduce the Easy Draw Cooling Svstem
frrr rvirc t'rril:;. It al.so lrirs io iis r:rrrriit tlrl
distinction of developing several import
substitution steels such as Cold Heading
Quality Steels, Stainless Steels,
Boron Steels, Leaded Steels, and
Sulphurised Free-Cutting Steels.

M u kan d's Mach'r*neB ui I d in g
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through writing whenever he happerred
to be away from Madras. The names of
the correspondents listed by Jagadisan
read like a roll call of honour, bringing
back to us the rare intellectually heroic
age that had such Nlaharathis like
Mahatma Candhi, T.R. Venkatarama
Sastri, Copal Krishna Cokhale. P.S.
Sivaswami lyer, and D.V. Cundappa.
Probably editing these letters of Sastriar
saved Jagadisan for his future work.
These years were marked by financial
insecurity, the serious illness of his
daughter Mina, the death of fris promis-
ing son Natarajan and his own constant
battle to contain and render inactive the
disease that held him in thrall. And yet,
as he says, "collecting and editing Sas-
tri's letters became for me a noble
cause which lifted me above outward
circumstances into the pure joy and
radiance of the life of the mind and
spirit."

Jagadisan himself was the recipient
of scores of letters from Sastriar. The
letters were never heavy but what
rainbow-hued brilliance and creative
splendour in phraseology, and how
deep the compassion!

"Politics, books, personalities, gram-
mer points, reminiscences, friendly
admonitions, pedagogic severities,
deeply self-revealing touches, elevated
thought, far-sighted wisdom, delighful
humour, flamboyant pessimism,
Cassandra-like prophecy, and above all,
the sweet voice of affection, the solace
of genuine friendship - filled these let-
ters. But what made me a slave to them
was the glow of style - the felicities of
unstudied perfection, the delightful
turns of unpremeditated art. And the
beautiful letters were in his beautiful
hand always."

Drawing so close to Sastriar (Jagadi-
sf n's rtililicrr cf tll:: l:tt'--'l-:; iri Ili-r"!' .1 r:las-

sic), Jagadisan callle into con[act with
Mahatma Candhi as well. He once
heard Sastriar describe Candhi's com-
passion for a leprosy patient with admi-
ration and wonder:

"He told us that he saw with feelings
of awe and reverence Candhiji wipe the
sores of a sufferer from leprosy with the
ends of lris own garment, the sufferer
himself being one of our honoured
patriots of a previous generatiorr. I have
heard subsequently from Sastriar and
i,w,,, -"1 ,.-,-.,: l,-" l-.,'l:.:,: '- l.lr'
Father Darnietr irr his love of tlre sr'rffer-

ers, of lrow, near ltis,4si tr;rnr he lodged

a patient and nursed him and how
among his many chosen services he
considers this high above others."

Thus was the seed for selfless service
to eradicate leprosy buried deep in the
heart of Jagadisarr. Failure to get
employment in the St. Joseph's Col-
lege, Tiruchirapalli, despite a medical
certificate from Dr. R.C. Cochrane
(CMO, Lady Willingdon Leprosy Sana-
torium, Chingleput) now spurred him to
action. He must initiate a struggle
against this superstitious dread that
clutched the hearts of even intellectuals
when confronted with leprosy. He wrote
to Sastriar of his wish to become a lep-
rosy worker. Prompt came the reply
from the great man: "Co forward brave-
ly following the light. Only remember
the family are helpless without you." A
stipend from Sir DorabjiTata Trust took
care of the family and Jagadisan
plunged into work as Honorary Publicity
Officer of the British Empire Leprosy
Relief Association that is now known as
Hind Kusht Niuaran Sangh.

Jagadisan's very first interview with
Gandhi in 1945 at Sevagram opened
the way for a work base in Madras that
would help the afflicted poor in rural
lndia. The Mahatma's compassion
helped the setting up of the Kasturba
Kttsht Niuaran Nilagam by the Kastur-
ba Gandhi National Memorial Trust at
Malavanthangal near Kandachipuram
in 1946. lt was in nurturing this "tiny

centre" into a massive complex spread
over fifty-two acres for the prevention,
control and relief of leprosy through all
these decades of despairs and triumphs
and steady advancement that Jagadi-
san has found his life's fulfilment. His
autobiography that sets out in detail the
superhuman labour of not only himself
but a host of dedicated colleagues is

appropriately titled Fulfilment Through
Leprosg. lt is Arjuna's uishada goga
transformed inlo nau4jiuana in this
dharmakshetra of Malavanthangal
infested with cheetahs and cobras, a
daunting area away from civilised
habitation.

Not to succumb to a feeling of help-
lessness and suicidal rage when watch-
ing one's fingers grow stiff; when the
'anaesthetic' feet erupt in ulcers just
because of some extra walking; when

.-..rl. t-.,--.--.

advanced age and dies; to witness one's
promising daughter suffer irreparable

brain damage. Jagadisan's ability not to
allow himself be victimised by circum-
stances has been his triumph. Thanks
to the hundreds of workers (including
doctors) some of whom are named in
Fulfilment Through Leprosg but many
must remain unknown warriors, today
leprosy does not evoke supernatural
horror in us. ln fact, we can happily say
that the spread of the disease has been
arrested; and that we can hope to erad-
icate it in the near future.

Referred to as the Father Damien of
South lndia, Jagadisan has traveled
widely all over the world. He has spread
the message of leprosy cure through
several conferences and seminars. Rec-
ognition has come to him in the form of
a Padma Shri and the Gandhi lnterna-
tional Award. But the centre of his life
has been leprosy work and in this he
has been blessed with the help of his
unfailing wife and companion, Asanam-
bal, his daughter Sulochana and son-
in-law Raja Ram. And though he has
been praised in superlative terms by
well-known personalities (R. Venkatara-
man, the President of lndia, called him a
sthithapr4jna), Jagadisan's real happi-
ness has been watching burnt-out cas-
es leading a perfectly normal life in our
society.

Yes. Only those who have trodden
the Dolorous Way can remember the
encircling gloom and light a candle for
humanity. Jagadisan has all the humili-
ty of Bunyan's Christian but he has also
something more: a confident cheerful-
ness. He radiates confidence as his
birthright. No wonder the intuitive Sas-
triar exclaimed'in disbelief when he first
heard from Jagadisan of his soul-
destroying affliction: "You look as if you
do not have a care in the world. You
might have been a South Sea lslander."
lndeed. .Jaqadisan has clone frrrther
i.ltalr ;i.i.'.y,.rci.'c.r/rc,t. He lras learrtt llre
secret of diugajeeuana.

Fulfilment through Leprosg the autobiogra-
phy of Mr. T.N. Jagadisan published by the Kas-
turba Kushta Nivaran Nilayam, Malavanthagal
P.O., Kandachipuram - S.O, South Arcot District,
Tamil Nadu 605701. Price Rs.250.

The sale proceeds from this book go to the
Nilayam.

DR. PREMA NANDAKUMAR is a fiee'lance
iournalist.
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Debate
Kashmir: The Case For Self-Determination
-Another Point of View

Mr. Minoo Masani has strongly advocated
the right of self-determination for the people
of Kashmir to decide their future as a solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem (Freetlorn FirsL
April-June t990). He has also endorsed the
Ayub Plan r.rnder which Jammu and Ladakh
would join lndia and the Kashmir valley
would be independent with its territorial
integrity guaranteed by both Pakistan and
lndia. lt is perhaps possible that if the above
plan is implemented, it could solve the prob-
lem as between lndia and the people of the
Kashmir valley but it seems doubtful if this.
in turn, would solve the deep-rooted conflict
between lndia and Pakistan. lt seems to the
writer that these are two different problems
and Kashmir, for the moment, is a ready
issue to fight about.

Consequences of the Ayub Plan

Let us examine the repercussions that
would follow the plebiscit6 and implernenta-
tion of the Ayub Plan. As far as Jammu is
concerned, there would be no problem as it
has geographical continuity with lndia and
has a major Hindu population. Mr. Masani is

optimistic that if a plebiscite is held, the peo-
ple of the Kashmir valley would choose to
be independent. lf the people of the Valley
wish to secede it is of little consequence to
lndia whether they would like to remain
independent or join Pakistan. lf they wish to
be independent, they should be able to
defend their borders. There are any number
of States on the borders of lndia who have
not asked lndia to guarantee their indepen-
dence and moreover, after the experience of
1947 when lndia responded to the Valley's
call for protection and its aftermath, it will
have to think twice before agreeing to
underwrite an independent Kashmir's integ-
riE.

Iir,-. nr:xi ilr\)l)lenr '.,,'or-tlrl [rtr lto'* Lo i..lv.ri

with Ladakh. lt is a land-locked country hav-
ing its borders with China. There is no way
of defending Ladakh except through Kash-
mir and will Kashmir provide the right of
passage or a corridor in case Ladakh is
threatened? ln all respects defending Lada-
kh would be a hopeless task. ln the lndo-
China War, lndia put up a very stout,defence
in Ladakh against Chinese attack. lt is
irnportant strategically not only as a border
state but provides easy range for the aerial
l-'ornbing t>f lndia should it fall into the
hands of the enemy. lf isolated from lndia.
ladakh would become ttnstahle arr,'l 1rr'r

,rdps converted into another I ibet with chi-
na in actual control of Aksai-Chin. Pakistan

fiec,futm Ftrst 18

with the connivance of China could easily
raise communal tensions and another exo-
dus of the Buddhist populatipn could take
place as is happening to the Hindus irr Kash-
mir.

Why Single Out Kashmir?
Like other princely' states the state of

Jammu and Kashrnir was never a part of
British lndia. lt is therefore misleading to sin-
gle out Kashmir alone and it must be
accepted on all counts that lndia played fair
on the accession issue. After 40 years, the
genesis of the problem has lost its impor-
tance and what stands out prominently is
only the offer of plebiscite by lndia.

It may be recalled that in dealing with the
princely states. it was held, both by Mr. Jin-
nah and the British Covernment, that para-
mountcy lapsed u'ith the transfer of power
and that lndia and Pakistan should negotiate
separate treaties of accession with the
princes and not the pcol.>le of princely states
with the provision that the negotiating states
should be contiguous to either lndia or Paki-
stan. Mr. Jinnah went to the extent of
accepting the accession of Junagadh wlrich
is in Cujarat and encouraged both Travan-
core and Hyderabad in their ambition to be
independent and lent diplomatic recogni-
tion by sending his emissaries.

ln the case of Kashmir, he was hoisted on
his own petard and in any case the legality of
accession of Kashmir state was not ques-
tioned either . by Britain or the United
Nations. There was no clause in the Treaty
of Accession providing for a plebiscite but it
was an act of faith. Article 370 was intended
to protect the simple people of Kashmir
against immigration and purchase of prop-
ert.v by outsiders. This does not besto\\, anv
-;-'r'r- i,:l .-,r,:tLr; rr,tr rlri ),J,1'-,t iltrt -lc, .t.i:,i,)it

treaty. l-he story of Assam would have been
different if Article 370 had been in force
there. The reference to the United Nations
was in good faith. lt reflected lndia's inexpe-
rience in the working of the UNO and the
problem soon got mixed up with the Cold
War. With the Cold War ending the United
States has chosen to remain neutral in the
current revival of the Kashmir dispute. But
other sinister forces are raisirrg their heads in
the international scene especially among
our Muslim neiqhbot.rrs.

The wor.rnds of Partition have not healed
rrrrl D..1. -' '. r.

what it crot: to use ...tinnahls 
';;j;'.lt-'.l.

motheaten, truncated Pakistan". Despite its

R.V. Sastri

size and resources. it wishes to be on par
with lndia.

lndia's lslamic Neighbours
It was foreseen by Mahatma Carrdhi and

mentioned by Pyarelal in his 'Last Phase'
that the objective of the British in encourag-
ing partition was that Pakistan would break
ties with lndia and turn towards its lslamic
neighbours and eventually form a block
against Russia. The prophecy did come
true. ln the first instance, Pakistan joined the
SEATO, has now come closer to lran and is
formenting trouble in Afghanistan. A combi-
nation of lran, Pakistan and Afghanistan
could be a formidable threat to lndia. The
attitude of the present regime in lran is I

revealing. ln an interview the lranian Foreign : :

Minister Mr, Ali Akhtar Velayate was asked if
lran supported the Kashmiris' demand for
self-determination. Mr. Velayate said that
lran supported the cause of all muslims in
the world regardless of their nationalities.
"This is our principle and when we support
lslamic causes all over the world that does . ..,

not mean that we want to interfere in their
internal affairs." The contradiction in this
statement is too obvious for commenl

On the same principle, lran could also L
support the Babri Masjid issue and other
grievances of the muslims to further the
lslamic cause. Such noble sentiments were
rrot, however, in evidence in their dealings
with the Kurds who were seeking separation
from lran. For almost 50 years lran has been
at war with the Kurdish people. The war has ' , ,a

intensified in the last ten years. More Kurd-
ish men, women and children have been . +;'

butchered and tortured under Khomeini ' :
than ever before. So much for the hypocrisy ,3il<
of the lranian Minister. Anv conrmrnt bv
Irrclr,r ll lr.rir':; trc,ttntent of tltt: l(urds rvould
be construed as an intervention in lran's
internal affairs. Despite lndia's support to
lran in the lran-lraq War, she has been hos- .. t
iile to lndia. lt has'been reported in the for- i"r

eign press that Afghan guerillas are training
Kashmiri youth in terrorism and would join l'-.
Pakistan in case of a war with India. :

The lslamic countries do fight amongst
themselves and cannot unite against lsrael
but when it comes to lndia, they readily join
Pakistan in givirrg both moral ar.id rnatelial
support. Saudi money is freely used to open
schools where Mtrllnhs arrr rr-r'Tr rif r',1 l', tl'o
!drirddt-c-tstdrnt trom Uttar Pradesh to qive
lessons in lslarriic fundamentalisrn to the
youth of Kashmir.



With the hostile attitude of our lslamic
neighbours and an unsettled border with
China. a strategic area like the Kashmir val-
ley cannot be viewed purely from the point
of view of self-determination for its people. It
is true that the people of l{ashmir dissatis-
fied with their progress and with their gov-
ernment are agitating for separation. There

has undoubtedly been rigging of elections in
Kashmir. So has there been rigging on a
rnassive scale in Bihar; and successive gov-
ernmenls in this state have been known to
be notoriously corrupt. Does it then follow
that the solution lies in conceding to the
people of Bihar the right to secede as a solu-
tion? ln an imperfect world, there can be no

perfect or permanent solutions. The govern-
ment can only act according to the exigen-
cies of the situation and at the same time
endeavour to meet the aspirations of the
people of Kashmir.

MR. R.V. SASTRI, was active in the national
movement during his student days.

Democracy - What is It?
Col. Oberoi's comment (Freedom First

April-June '90) is appreciated and I have no
great differenccs to discuss. []ut let me
comment briefly on the issues he raised:

1) If moral principles are taught to the
upcoming generation, the foundation for
education has been established. The next
requirements are reading, writing and arith-
metic. As I have tried to make clear, moral
principles are of the same order of reality as
NeMon's Laws - 

you either work within
these constraints or you (or your offspring)
will perish. Oniversal literacy is not a neces-
sary requirement for democratic organiza-
tion, adherence to moral principles is.

2) The one-man one-vote issue is thcrny.
I tried to show that historically there is no
absolute requirement for one-man one-vote
in order that a democratic organization be

established. There is also the practicai
aspect that a mcral, but incompetent, citi-
zelrry rnay be destroyed by more competent
adversaries. The way out is to enfranchise a
large, most competent, fraction of the voting
population (say 60 percent). In a state hav-
ing l0 million potential voters, ihis would
mean that 6 million would have the vote. lt'is
difficult to visualize a conspirary involving so
large a number of people. In any event, the
elected officiah would be constrained in
their actions by r-noral principles, as Toque-
ville pointed out when discussing the early
years of the Onited States when the fran-
chise was severely restricted to people who
owned property. Just how the voter selec-
tion process is to take place at present must
be decided by local people who take into
account local traditions and the current situ-

ation. I have had to devote an entire chapter
in my book to this question and, admittedly,
I don't iiave a clefrrrite anser. Yet the compe-
tence problem is formidable and remains to
be dealt u,ith properly.

There has been a remarkable change in
the world s political situation since the article
was published. Yet the ideas set forth still
stand. And the teaching of moral behavior is
one of the necessities for those newly liber-
ated from the communist dictatorships (and
those still laboring under quasi-marxist
regimes).

Raphael G. Kazmann
231 Duplantier Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
OSA

Violent Politics
Mr. V. Venkatesan's article on violent pol-

itics (Freedom First April-Jan '90) is illumi-
nating. But it appears that the author has
failed to.examine a possible cause f:rr the
criminal-political nexus. Onless this issue is
analysed, it is unlikely that we will be able to
take proper measures to tackle the problem.

To belong to the ruling party as an elected
representative or even as a 'loyal' worker,
almost amounts to getting a licence to
acquire money by any means without fear of
investigation or prosecution. The fact that
almost all influential political leaders,
belonqing to rr-rlinq narties, have amassed
wealtlr, and noi a sirrgle rticrr-i iras been pios-
ecuted and convicted proves the poinl No
other profession or business provides such
unprecedented benefits of money, authority,
bzat (prestige) and immunity without the
need for accountability or any particular
ability, as membership of a ruling party
does, particularly as an elected member. lt is
but natural for political parties to take
recourse to all measures, including violence,
to safeguard their interests.

A question arises as to why politics
becarne openly violerrt only in tlre nrid sev-
enties. though there are reports that the
C^nrr,.ss rwac rr rfhloss in rnrtain qlAles ltar-
ticularly in the rural areas as early as the late
fifties. The main reason for thls change

appears to be that after lndependence, the
Congress Party was too popular and power-
ful to need violence in elections. lt was only
when the opposition became strong, did the
party resort to strong arm methods to safe-
guard its interests. The oppositioir ruled
states were equally guilty of political vio-
lence, particularly when the Congress and
communists clashed. The virus of violence
has spread so much that political parties
believing in value based politics will be
forced to use violence to survive politicallv.
This observation is based purely on present
conditions in the country. However, if in
sr-rtne fr-ttr.tre electiorrs, a popularity wave
loads the dice heavity in favour of a particu-
lar party, then violence may, temporarily
take a back seal

Mr. Venkatesan has stressed the role of
citizens in containing violence in politics.
The success of such a movement will be
limited to the extent to which the people
assert themselves and their ability to com-
pletely isolatc undesirable elements. The
main problem in lndia is that the neglect of
education, and the hold of caste, creed,
regional bias and hero worship makes the
isolation nf defaultino ooliticians almost
impossible as most well established politi-
cians have a sizeable base irrespective of

their credibility. ln addition, the party leader-
ship often approves of violence to ensure its
victory. Hence to single out the real culprits
will be difficult and to proceed against them
even more frustrating.

It is felt that the only way the politician-
criminal nexus can be made ineffective is by
making political offices financially less lucra-
tive. This is possible either by electing lead-
ers of very good character, who would
voluntarily control ternptations to acquire
easy rnoney or by changing the powers of
the elected leaders from an executive level
tr..r an advisoti i)n:. \\/ltii.: ih: i(I iil.:r g:'i,-r

posal .is impractical (Freedom First, April-
iune 90 'Leadership Crisis in india'), the
latter involves major changes in our system
of government. Half measures will only frus-
trate the efforts of well-meaning citizens.

Satish 0beroi
5, Waman Smriti
Deccan College Road
Pune 4l 1006
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Don't Miss the Little Pleasures of Connaught

Connaught Place is the beauty spot of
Delhi and no one who comps as a visitor
can afford not see Connaught Place. with
its very well built structures, well placed
cinema houses etc. Connaught Place
has been like this ever since it was made
a visitors' paradise. Nehru Place con-
ceived much later was made with great
sound and noise and still continues to be
a "Chosts' Paradise," a den for the poor
people to sit in the large courtyards or
the open verandas. But Connaught Place
is very different and it always attracts
people very much like Chandni Chowk
and its various gullies.

You can get anything in Connaught
Place, particularly after the small groups
of shops that were built by the govern-
ment on the Janpath and Shankar Mar-
kets. But there is also something nicer
that the normal human being misses
noticing in Connaught Place. He is so
busy with his shopping that he very likely
misses a great deal of what is now an
integral part of Connaught Place. For in-
stance, when you get down near the
Handicrafts Emporium, you have to park
your car in the car-park with the gear
released and leave it in the charge of a

deaf and dumb group of boys. These
boys will look after the car and see that it
is not damaged and, if necessary,

change its position though the car is
locked from the outside. lt is a great plea-
sure to see tlris hunran effort. obviously
for a small tip, but the sense of rq,sponsi-
bility shown by these boys and the srnile
they give at the time of departure is more
than compensation for the snrall change
you part with. These deaf and dunrb boys
take a little money from each car owner.
but what they give in return is much
more than is measurable.

Adjacent to this car stand, is a very tiny
shop where a man called Yog Raj makes
tea for hundreds of people who come to
visit this area. He prepares tea on a pet-
roleum stove. Every minute tea glasses
pass out of his hands for workers in the
nearby shops and the strollers. He is
such an amiable human being that apart
from the tea that he gives you, he gives
you a nalnaskar or talks about your
health. The visitor pays him for the tea
and gets back not only tea but also a

sense cf pleasure. This man hailing from
the far-off District of Conda in Uttar
Pradesh plies his trade in a manner that
not only keeps his clients satisfied, with
his cup of tea but also with his good
humour. A sight to warm one's heart.

There is, alas, another part to his pro-
fession not so cheering and that is when

Y.R. flehta

his stove is taken away by the Municipal
Committee lnspectors for encroaching
on a public place where unauthorised
shops or vendors are not permitted.
Should the Municipal Committee men
remove his utensils and stove every fif-
teen to twenty days? lf action is to be
taken against unauthorised vendors
should not similar action be taken
against large shops which spill their
wares on to the verandahs, which are
equally unauthorised? What is worse,
these Committee men extract money
from all the small traders who sit on the
pavement in Delhi and New Delhi.

A short distance from the tea vendor,
you see a number of shoe-polish boys
sitting near the Janpath waiting to shine
your shoes with polish, which may or
may not be properly manufactured. But
they try to attract your aftention and let
you go with a smile on their face (and
yours also) and probably.a tip in their
pocket.

Alas, most visitors to Delhi will miss
the world of these small men, interested
as they are in seeing only large shops
and the beautifully displayed shop win-
dows. Probably our.tea-wallah to them
is not a part of Connaught Place. But is
he not part of the culture of Connaught
Place?

tVeut ry /4n to lrk
nayn(lnb'$
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Of Hearts and Brains
lwas amused to read in the finres

of lrdia a reprint of a debate on AIR
which took place on May 19, l93B
between Sir Chimanlal Setalvad,
then a leader of the lndian Liberal
Party and myself who was the Secre-
tary of the Congress Socialist Party.
The title of the debate was "Any Lib-
eral to Any Socialist". The Tirnes ol
lndia has republished Sir Chiman-
lal's broadcast. I find what he has
said extremely apt and I quite agree
with him that my advocacy of equal-
ity and the State capitalist kind of
socialism were both pernicious and
impracticable.

That reminds me of a conversa-
tion that I had with Mr. John Wardlaw
Milne, a British conservative MP, in
my student days in London. When
Mr. Milne asked me what my politics
were, I told him I was an ardent
socialist and a Labour Party man. He
patted me on the shoulder and said
"Very good, young man, very good. lf
at your age you are not a socialist, it
would mean you had no heart. But
mark my words, young man, if at 41
you are still a socialist, it means that
you have no brains". How right he
was! At the age of 39 I wrote "Social-
ism Reconsidered" and turned from
Marx to Mahatma Candhi. lt is no
wonder therefore that I now find
myself in hearty agreement with Sir
Chimanlal's reply to me in 1938.

Replacing Tweedledum by
Tweedledee

'lf anyone thouqht that the removal
of Alr ,lagrtroitatt trc-rttt tlt,: :.c.:ttt-' a,j

Covernor of Jammu t Kashmir was
going to be the end of the reign of
terror, he will be sadly dismayed. Not
only has Mr. Ceorge Fernandes who
has doubts about the policy of
repression, being moved from the
scene, but Mr. Jogmohan's succes-
sor is a policeman with very bad
antecedents. For all I know, Mr.
Saxena is a good man, but he comes
from the disreputable organization
called RAW. Secondly. he was
responsible for the inrnlenrentation
of Mrs. Candhi's boqus "Emergen-

cy" and thirdly, worst of all he aided
Mrs. Candhi in the annexation of
Sikkim by force and fraud, so well
described by Sunanda Datta-Ray in
his book "Smash and Crab". With
these antecedents, one would have
thought he was the worst man to
send out to Jammu E Kashmir. One
tyrant in place of another is all that
the people of Kashmir have to face.
Surely, with a little imagination, men
like Mr. Rajmohan Candhi or Mr. K.
F. Rustomji could have been sent to
Kashmir if there was any intention to
bring about a more liberal policy
which is grossly overdue.

A Sensible Solution
Mr. L. K. Advani, leader of the zup

is reported in the lndian Express of
18th March to have made a very sen-
sible suggestion for an lndo-Pakistan
Confederation. Such a solution
would automatically end the prob-
lems of the Valley of Kashmir and of
the Punjab because by its very nature
the Confederation will be a loose fed-
eration like that sUggested by the
Cabinet Mission in 1946. Once real
auionomy is conceded, I am sure the
people of Kashmir and the Sikhs in
the Punjab will be satisfied. lt is there-
fore to be hoped that Mr. Advani's
solution wil be implemented in the
not too distant future.

Mr. Advani, however, has also
made another suggestion that there
should be a referendum on Article
370 of the Constitution. Mr. Advani
of course has advocated a referen-
dum for the whole of lndia. That is
n(-)nsense. iiuctr a r..titlrr]lldLlrn can
only be held legitimately in thc Valley
of Kashmir and the result of that ref-
erendum cannot be in any doubt.
Surely we don't want black marke-
teers from Bombay and Calcutta to
take black money to Kashmir and
deprive the poor people of the Valley
of their land? And why should these
gentlemen from Delhi, Bombay and
Calcutta be allowed to decide what is
to happen with the people of Kash-
mir? Article 370 is a highly legitimate
and necessary safeorrard fnr- the
poor farmers agaist the black marke-

teers. This particular suggestion
need not, however, be taken serious-
ly.

A Stupid Attempt at Censorship
It is good news that the courts of

law have defeated the stupid attempt
of the Union government and its offi-
cials to ban the April edition of
Neustrack. The reason is that it
showed the Delhi police in an unfa-
vourable light. That is exactly how
they should be shown.

It is good that the cassette will now
be shown as the May edition of
Newstrack. Thank God for the judi-
ciary.

What, however, is one to think of
the Union government which talks of
autonomy and behaves as badly as
its predecessor?

B.T. Ranadive
The communist CPM leader, B.T.

Ranadive, who died recently, is
reported to have pleaded for eutha-
nasia and the end of his agony.
Whether or not those around him lis-
tened to his plea is not reported. I

hope it was.

I knew B.T. Ranadive in my Con-
gress Socialist Party days in the 30s.
He was the Robespierre of the Com-
munist Party and its "sea green
incorruptible". He died as an unre-
constructed Stalinist.

Among those who attended his
funeral, it is reported, was Mr. S.A.
Dange who was in every way a con-
trast to Mr. Ranadive, what is more,
the hvo u,ere not on speakinq terms
for nrany y'eats and ltated eaclr o'Lir-
er. A member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party once
told me that he doubted my charge
that Stalin had murdered many inno-
cent people like Bukharin and Zino-
viev until he saw how Dange and
Ranadive hated each other and one
would shoot the other if a gun was
placed in his hand. He then began to
understand how Stalin killed or tried
to destroy those he disliked. Tlrat
was the only one way by which my
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A Bad Budget
Some time in January a stockbro-

ker friend of mine said "See what
your friend Mr. Madhu Dandavate
has done. His statements have
knocked the bottom out of the Stoc
Exchange. I suppose he will bring in
a budget that will send the market
down further". My reply was some-
what reassuring. "l think the Stock
Exchange of Bombay has already
discounted the budget. The budget
of course will be bad, but it will be
not as bad as you think. lf I know
your Stock Exchange, the market
will go up." That is exactly what has
happened.

Why do I say it is a bad budget, or
as Mr. Jay Dubashi has called it a
"cowardly budget"? I do so, although
Mr. Madhu Dandavate is an old
friend of mine and he is one of Cod's
good men. What I write below is
therefore more in sorrow than in
anger.

What is wrong with the budget are
the following things:
1. lt will undoubtedly cause a further

rise in prices;
2. There is not one rupee of cut in

expenditure;

3. The reduction in deficit finance is
a piddling one leaving a uncov-
ered budgetary decicit of Rs.
7206 crores;

4. Black money will increase;

5. As Mr. Palkhiwala has shown,
there will be an addition of Rs.

I 10 crores every day in our
national debt;

6. The only good thing about the
brrdeei is the alrolition of Cold
iun'ir ol, but tire equally obrtox-
ious FERA remains untouched.

The cut in deficit finance is a pid-
dling Rs. 2000 crores compared to
last year. 01 the other hand, there is
a vicious additional levy on petrole-
um which will inevitably send up all
prices. The taxi. fares in Bombay
have already shot up and the prices
of commodities have gone up
because of the rise in expenditure on
transportation. What is worse is that
not one rupee out of this money
!,\rruLLLu irg,r,r rwuu !rurrJpu'i. ",;; ;-
plouglred back i'rto the roads. lt will

go to meet the entirely uncalled flor
rise in military expenditure and other
wasteful expenditure on a top heavy
administration.

I note that the Secretary of the
Finance r!1inistry, a "leftist" name
Bimal Jalan has made a statement
that this is a counter-inflationary
budget. Either the man is a nitwit or
he is lying. There is nothing nbw
about this because after every bud-
get for the last few years, the officials
of the Ministry of Finance have lied
blue in the face saying that prices will
not rise. Ever single year prices have
in fact gone up. Mr. Jalan lying about
the budget is only carrying out the
unhealthy tradition of the Finance
Ministry officials. Why Mr. Madhu
Dandavate has chosen such an
advisor is beyond me except that he
is a simple and gullible man.

Why the additional taxes and why
the inability to cut down deficit
finance? Why is it that this Covern-
ment and its predecessor have not
been able to cut down expenditure?
The reason is simple - lack of cour-
age. Cutting down expenditure
means retrenching people and there
is a large army of under-employed
government servants who should be
retrenched but then it will need guts
to do so. Unfortunately, neither Mr.
Rajiv Candhi, nor Mr. V. P. Singh, nor
Mr. Madhu Dandavate is a Margaret
Thatcher.

Mr. Vasant Sathe was therefore
perfectly right in calling it an infla-
tionary budget. Where he went
wrong was in saying it was not a
socialist budqet. Of course. it is.

T-he only rnan rvtrt-r said so irrr tele-
vision was Mr. Jaswant Singh, MP,
who quite rightly said that there was
nothing innovative about the budget.
It was the same old mixture as before
due to socialist pre-occupations,
which Delhi has not yet shed in spite
of the gale blowing through Eastern
Europe. The people of East Cerma-
ny have found out what a waste of
time and burden socialism was and
have now voted for a conservative
government. Has this no lesson for
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Our products are popular antong millions.
And our service to the conrmunity
helps improve the quality of life.

Our Dental Health Programmes help
educate the public in general and school
children in particular, in oral hygiene and
proper dental care.

And our Community Service Programme
promotes healthy recreational abtivities
among the youth.
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THE COMMUNITY
FARES WELL

AT TATAS
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voluntarily accepted by Tatas many Years

ago. lt was this sense of responsibility that
prompted Sir Ratan Tata to finance studies
inro the causes of poverty in 1 91 2, and the
Tata Trusts to establish institutions like the
Tata Memorial Hospital for Cancer Research

ond lreatment and the Tata lnstitute of
Social Sciences.

ln fact, Talas have gone so lar as to lutn
the enlire town ol Janrshedpur into a model

in communilY living. There are wide roads,

tree-lined avenues. hospalals and lamily
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IN THESE TIMES by
Jonathan Cape Ltd.
Square, London;
910.95.

Bernard Levin;
32 Bedford

1986;PP.298;

The title of this book suggests both
the nature of these articles as well as the
well-known newspaper, The Times,
-London, in which they first appeared.
Whether one sympathises with Bernard
Levin's point of view or feels he is
sometimes too astringent in his criti-
cism, every article is written in clear,
effective and straightforward prose,
often tinged with wit and sarcasm. But a
writer of his calibre suffers from rather a
strange fault. He is too fond of using
hla^\^tq Th^se 3!-e rrner,'oidable in
rr)atilcirldllcs, DuI are to be avoided ir-r

prose. The author should learn to
eschew them!

There are altogether 43 articles rele-
vant to the human conditioh of oui
'times and 16 reviews of books that
appeared in The Obseruer on various
subjects. The articles cover such varied
subjects as loyalty, the law, humour,
politics, racial problems, political cruel-
ty, the press, insane animal lovers, air-
line jargon, intolerance, magnanimity,
freedom of the artist, race and fascism
-, ,J -, .. ,'.i"-, .i ,. "-,,..iii,i.rr, ..rl .i rc
police, the art of indexing, feminism,
Mozart, pop, language, adventure in

lran, euthanasia, politics, miners, com-
munist hypocrisy, and christianity and
rape, to cite some of the subjects con-
sidered. A somewhat intriguing feature
of the book is that the author has cho-
sen not to separate book reviews from
the general articles - they simply fol-
low the articles in various places in the
contents.

Rather appropriately, the author
opens thd work by emphasizing the
great quality of loyalty, with an article on
New York entitled 'The Odd Copper'. lt
is a heartwarming story of how e! police-
man kept his promise by giving his
friend, the waitress in a restaurant that
he patronised regularly, three million
dollars he won in a lottery, this sum
being exacUy half of the six million dol-
lars he actually won. lndeed, such loyal-
ty is rare these days.

Not that the author confines himself
to such moral and uplifting qualities as
loyalty. The book is replete with
humour. A delightful example is a
humorous skit on speaking English on
Dutch television. Bernard Levin was
quite amazed at discovering that the
studio audience seemed to understand
English perfectly, which fact was qon-
firmed when tfre audience not only
laughed, but lalghed with exactly the
same reaction/interval as the British
would. Appropriately, the article is
called'Or I'm a Dutchman'.

Quite understandably the stupidities
of the law also come in for acute com-
ment. Too many judges tend to pontifi-
cate in court on public controversies
instead of restricting themselves to their
proper task of passing judgrnent 

- an.1
as we know, this vice is by no means
confined to England. lf Judges were
encouraged to proceed along these
garrulous lines, then 'lt would start with
speeches at public events. Here, Mr.
Justice Bun will advocate the return of
capital punishment; there Judge Cur-
rant will denounce the idea of a Chan-
nel Tunnel... next Judge Teapot will
insist upon a complete reshaping of the
educational system...' Understandably,
the article is called 'Silence in Court'.

Mercifully, life is frequently enhanced
by the healing touch of literature and

art, and the culture of humane persons.
In 'A Room Without a View.' Bernard
Levin reviews E.M. Forster's Common-
place Book edited by Philip Cardner.
Levin, a dedicated Forsterian, is never-
theless disappointed with many of Fors-
ter's entries, and writes'... I am tempted
to wish that his literary executors had
burnt the thing... he totters from these
pages like a querulous old woman,
worn out before his time...' Happily,
however, Levin showers praise on the
notes and thoughts that finally
appeared as 'Aspects of the Novel', and
also on several of Forster's insights,
specially those concerning Sterne and
Shelley.

It is not always possible to agree with
the reviewer's assessment of the several
books he reviews, but all his reviews are
short, clear and to the point.

Bernard Levin's range of interests is
overwhelming. He is appalled by the
hugeness of American newspapers and
gives us a detailed survey of the Sunday
edition of the Neur York Times. Rather
appropriately the article is called
'Weighing their Words'. ln 'Bad Dogs
and Englishmen' he has a forceful dig
at all those crackpots in England who
sympathize with a vicious dog rather
than with its victim, in this case an inno-
cent boy whom the dog has badly bit-
ten. 'With Nobody in the S[<y'is a lovely
outburst against the inane remarks
pilots and air hostesses mutter to pas-
sengers. An example: "Trust you had a
pleasant flight' - ad nauseam. ln
many articles Levin strikes hard at any
form of cruelty, hypocrisy, or racial.vul-
q,ri itv, bui .l,rcs so .rlrvilr,'s wiLlt restraint
and dignity - which, of course, make
the attacks all the more sharp and
effective.

Many of the articles give one the
impression that if all of us were living in
even a half decent world, the essayist
would certainly have confined himself
to matters and occasions concerned
with love, irony, humour, and occasion-
al cynicism. But his conscience rebels,
there is far too much l-rorror and cruelty
in the world. He is compelled to speak

, :.li .-.-..-.. i..:,,..+i-^..-,--
'J""'--- f -'

petrated by various species of vulgari-
ans against his own distinguished race

l-.1
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- the Jews.

Serious matters require serious con-
sideration, and the author considers it
his bounden duty to oblige. lnevitably
therefore many of the articles are politi-
cal, or have a political tinge. He will not
tolerate any form of injustice or tyranny.
This comes out forcefully in several arti-
cles.

ln 'Anyone for Tennis', 'From the
House of the Dead' and 'Crime and
Punishment' Bernard Levin shows in
their awful clarity the cruelties inherent
in both communism and fascism.

Consider also 'A View from the Laa-
'ger' which is a strong frontal attack on
racial fascism - South African apart-
heid. ln this article Levin reveals himself
as being against both forms of tyranny

- fascisVracial and communist.
But Levin, a humanist, occasionally

feels compelled to release himself from
such horrors and get back to all the
normal whims and fancies of our globe.

He is appalled - in a perfectly witty
manner - at the outcry over the
National History Museum charging a
small entrance fee to ensure the proper
unkeep of the museum. He is equally -and rightly - appalled at the extremes
to which over-enthusiastic feminists go
to proclaim their equality with male
chauvinist pigs. Why, he wonders,
should Mr.Paul Crossman's name not
be suitably changed to Mr. Paul Cross-
person? And should any reader, for any
reason, be seriously interested in know-
ing how to acquire 'any document
signed by any member of the staff of
the Soviet Embassy' in Teheran, or any-
where else for that mattei, let him, or
her, read the article entitled 'Persian

Roulefte'. lt is, quite simply, hilarious:
the funniest article in the whole collec-
tir.n.

How does one account for the fact
that an essayist of such wit and erudi-
tion displays, on occasion, a rather
strange lack of perspective, let alone
common sense and hurnour? This is
precisely what Bernard Levin does in an
article called 'Arsbreuis, uita longa'.
Does he, in all seriousness, have to
devote four whole pages, replete with
much musical erudition. to convince
himself and others that Mozart is miles
abovo all pon sincer'Classics'? And is

there any really compelling need to list
no less than l6 composers, not to men-
tion Cershwin, to disprove someone's

quite ludicrous and inane remark that
'the Beatles were the greatest songwrit-
ers since Schubert'? The Beatles were
fun - let's leave it at that.

But when someone gives us so much
that compels us to pnnder over the real-
ity and earnestness of life, it would be
churlish to quibble over small lapses.
The last has obviously left a lasting
impression on Bernard L-evin, and there
are several articles dealing with it. But
the war also brought out what is best
and most magnanimous in him. [n the
most moving article in the whole collec-
tion called, aptly, 'They also Served,'we
find the author making an eloquent
plea that the gallant band of Cermans
who bravely resisted Hitler and were
lucky enough to survive, should be hon-
oured by an invitation to attend the
1985 VE day parade in London held to
mark the 40tlr anniversary of the end of
the war. Foremost amongst such
heroes, who, alas, did not survive, was
Claus von Stauffenberg who placed a
bomb under Hitler's table but was cap-
tured and met a horrible death.

To wash away our tears there is no
harm in going from the sublime to the
ridiculous. Levin appreciates this, so in
an excellent review of Fair of Speech:
The Uses of Euphemism edited by DJ.
Enright we come across this gem at the
end of the review. 'Simple inexpensive
gowns for the mature fuller figure'
which, when translated, means 'Nasty
cheap dresses for fat old women.' Evi-
dently we are indebted to Margharita
Laski for this gem.

One must end by drawing attention
to two political articles 

- 
for a reason

that quickly becomes apparent. 'Confu-
cius He Say' is a lightly written but rath-
er vigorous article that shows up the
glaring inequalities and inadequacies of
totalitarianisr.n in both Chirra and tirr
Soviet Union. The afticle also contains a
reference to Rumania's Ceausescu and
his wife 

- 
'... The thieving and racket-

eering of Ceausescu and his wife and
their families is so gigantic, shameless
and uncontrollable that there is, quite
literally, nothing in the world to match
it.' 'Take the Money and Stay' is an
equally vigorous attack on Tito's crav-
ing for luXury, and indulgence in lust
and corruption. This was matched only
by Mao's ta$te for good and high living

- eoualldd ilhlv bv that of his wife.

The firsf articJe rvas written in Marclr
1985, the second ih .January 1986. This

was at a time when the dictator was"
flushed with power and the leaders o[
the West, for diplomatic reasons of their
own, did not wish to irritate or anger
him too greatly. This mattered not a bit
to Bernard Levin who never hesitates to
call a spade a spade. Ceausescu and
his equally thieving wife were subse-
quently captured, tried and shot in Feb-
ruary 1990. Could anthing have been
more prophetic than Levin's strictures?

Reviewed by HOMI J. VAKEEL, Publishing Con-
sultant and Editor.

GAII DHI: PAN ISII,IVIISIVI, IMPERIAL-
ISMAND NATIONALISMby B.R. Nan-
da: Oxford University Press, Bombay;
1989; pp.438; Rs.250.

B.R. Nanda's lucid and analyticalwrit-
inq:; oi'i l'locllri'r lr,Jir hrs:C on critical
research are necessaty readirlg tor Doiil
lay readers and historians. In the book
under review, the groMh of Pan-
lslamism in lndia is studied, with the
Khilafat movement as the culmination.
Nanda establishes that Gandhi's suP-
port for the movement was meant to
harness the issue to a political cause
and to promote Hindu-Muslim unitY
and stuaraj.

The forces which moulded Pan-
lslamism are traced to the rnedieval
heritage. The medieval lndian state was
neltner tellglouS tl(Jt sc!uldl. ns rcil'
gious and social systems, Hinduism
and lslam failed to develop links of inti-
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mate interaction and, at best, reached a

state of toleration and compromise.
British policy towards lndian communi-
ties was influenced by their comnrercial
and political interests. In Nanda's opin-
ion, there are two myths - the Muslims
leading the Revolt of 1857 and being
singled out for vengeance by the Brit-
ish, and Muslim backwardness in edu-
cation, popularised by the British, out of
their anxiety over growing lslamic reviv-
alism. Saiyyid Ahmad Khan, one of the
few nineteenth century Muslirn leaders
to perceive that his community should
rationally re-interpret religious doctrine
and practice as a prelude to social
regeneration, was a conservative in pol-
itics. However, his efforts in promoting
Western education among the Muslims
only isolated them from their counter-
parts in other communities.

The anti-partition agitation in Bengal
did not draw many Muslims, the author
maintains. To forestallthe possibility of
Muslim youth turning to extremist poli-
tics, the British moblised Muslim con-
servative forces. At its birth, the Muslim
League declared loyalty to the Covern-
ment and subsequently won separate
electorates (1909). This Anglo-Muslim
alliance was strained by the misfortunes
of Turkey and the revocation of the par-
tition of Bengal. The emergence of
younger radical Muslim politicians
became an important factor in Hindu-
Muslim entente and the consequent
Lucknow Pact. There also rose to fame
champions of lslam, like fuad and the
Ali brothers, who had transformed from
anglicised Aligarh products to propo-
nents of pan-lslamism attacking the
Government's indifference to Turkey.

Since his return in lndia, (1915) Gan-
dhi had felt out of tune with nolitical
partics, iigu; iirg iir i-)r,puic.li i; i l,-rgi; rutir-ri-t

more as a religious and social reformer.
His phenomenal rise to the centre of
lndian politics, in Nanda's view, is to be
seen in the economic and political con-,
text - the price rise, the textile workers'
strike, the disillusionment of the lndian
intelligentsia with existing political par-
ties and the accidental vacuum in the
national leadership created by the
decline of Annie Besant and the pro-
longed absence of Tilak in London.

,Il:.llo:,": ftxl:l ::*P: i: h",rio
-'"'t-'^

pro-Turkish pan-lslamic movement.
Critics and loyalists of the Covernment,
Ulentas and titled gentry, sunnrs and

Shias were all l{hilafat supporters.
Candhi supported the /Orilafat cause
and drew up a programme of non
co-operation. While some of his closest
colleagues were uneasy at his interest,
Candhi saw the issue in moral terms.
His chief link with the Khilafat organisa-
tion was the Ali brothers. Candhi was
heard respectfully in mosques and
idgahs but he knew the limitations of
his appeal. The religious overtones of
Milafat" which made it susceptible to
fanaticism constantJy worried Candhi.

Non-cooperation showed something
new in lndian politics 

- the direct emo-
tional link between Candhi and the peo-
ple. The Congress was now more broad
based, the provinces being drawn into
national politics. Though essentially
urban, the non-cooperation movement
accentuated existing agrarian discon-
tent in the countryside. Non-
cooperation was secular and Gandhi
hoped that the gesture of unqualified
support from Hindus would disarm
Muslim fears and suspicions.

The withdrawal of the Civil Disobedi-
ence campaign, subsequent to Chauri
Chaura was a blow to the Khilafat
movement. The lndian Muslims were
unaware that the issue of the Caliphate
was not one of lslamic doctrine but of
power politics. The balance sheet of the
Khilafat was that it neither opened the
path for the development of national-
ism nbr of liberalism, but, thanks to
Gandhi, Muslims were in thi main-
stream of national politics, 1920-22.
The collapse of lhe l$lilafat movement
resulted in the eclipse of the ulema, the
differeqt reactions of lndian Muslim
leaders, with some becoming ardent
R4.1t Supporters, others sharp Congress
and Gandhi critics and still others. like
\l.r,.i .'lnd \nsari, joining the main-

stream of the national movement; and
the break of Hindu-Muslim accord. But
Gandhi was not a "spent bullet", for,
though non-cooperation had failed to
achieve stuar4j in one year, the political
climate of India had changed.

Rcviewed by DR. MRIDOIA RAIIANNA, Lecturer
tn History, SIES College. Bombay.

One has more difficulty within parties,
in living with those who are of them, than

e//w' 
'!' '!J.

Cardinal de Retz

SOCIO-RELIGIOUS REFORM MOVE.
IVIENTS IN GUJARAT DORINC THE
NINETEENTH CENTORY by R.L.
Raval; ESS ESS Publications, New
Delhi; 1987; pp. 244: Price Rs.l46

The 19th century is an important
landmark in modern lndian history.
Exposure to the West through educa-
tion and contacts opened new vistas of
knowledge, ideas, norms and values of
life for Indians. And the resultant chang-
es caused by British rule provided the
impetus for socio-religious reform
movements in lndia.

The book under review is a social his-
tory of 19th Century Gujarati society. lts
focus is mainly on the urban middle-
class Hindu society as they "formed the
largest chunk" of the population.

Dr. Raval attempts to arque that
reform tttoveritents ara t-t..rt ne'"r' 'rc lirdi-
an society as innovations have been
assimilated in the lndian culture since
early times. But with British rule, a
multi-dimensional transformation
encompassing the entire gamut of
social life was experienced. This phe-
nomenon is studied in two phases -from 1844 to 1880 and from the I 88Os
onwards.

Mountstuart Elphinstone deserves an
honourable place for inlroducing
English education, the publication of
F.-.-l-^ :- a' .i r-.r' ,.- J . r

r ' 'r e'
ers for the job. lt was this new educa-
tional poliry that was to have a
profound cultural impact on Cujarati

Freedont First 59



socrety.

The role and contributions of numer-
ous Cujarati newspapers and periodi-
cals and of personalities associated with
them for initiating and affecting socio-
religious changes are examined. Of the
pioneer dailies and periodicals, Rasta
Goffar played a very significant role in
initiating the reform movement. Dada-
bhai Naoroji was ils founder-editor and
reformers Sorabji Shapurji Bangali,
Dasabhai Karka and Karsandas Mulji
were closely associated with it. Through
Satga Prakash a reformist journal, Kar-
sandas Mulji exposed the priests of the
Vallabh sect which culminated in the
famous Maharaja Libel case. Other
important journals were Buddhiuar-
dhak Qranth and Stree Bodh.

Bombay and the Elphistone Institu-
tion occupy a central position in Cuja-
rat's reform movements. Bombay, for
generating new social, political and cul-
tural trends and the latter for providing
an intellectual background and produc-
ing reformers like Dadabhai Naoroji,
Durgaram Mehtaji, Poet Narmad, Kar-
sandas Mulji, Dr. Atmaram Pandurang
and Dr. Bhau Daji, lts teachers - Pro-
fessors Reid, Palton and Jambhekar 

-were a source of inspiration and
encouragement to these reformers.
Bucldhiuar<lltak Sabha - a student's
association - became the main plank
for the young Cujarati Elphistonians to
express views on burning social issues.
The reformers received financial and
moral support from the rich traders of
Bombay and Ahmedabad.

The new Gujarati literature through
its novels, prose, poetry and drama
spread the new awakening throughout
Gujarat and Kathiwad. Kavi Dalpatram,
Ranchodhai Odayaram and others
through their writings projected the
.:', il:, r.;f clrilil-nrarr ieaqe, the taboo on
widow re-nrarriage and the rigidity of
the caste system. Gujarat's Durgaram
Mehtaji was the first advocate of widow
remarriage and he popularised this
much earlier then lshwarchandra Vidya-
sagar and the Government of lndia's
Hindu Re-marriage Act of 1856. Nar-
mad, Mahipatram Rupram, Gopal Hari
Deshmukh, Bholanath Sarabhai,
Bechardas Ambaidas and others
worked tirelessly for the promotion of
the causes through Bal Lagnanise-
clhak Manrlali. \/idlut,a Vit.rahotteiak
ttt<1rltldlt ano \JuJdldtl nrnuu JdnsdttK
Sudhara Samaj.
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Dr. Raval points out that a majority of
the reformers belonged to upper castes
comprising Brahmins, Banias and
Brahma-Kshatriyas representing varied
social and professional groups. They
had imbibed Western ideas and values
without having a clear or deep under-
standing of either Western or lndian
culture. Some of them like Hargovindas
Kantawala, Ambalal Sakarlal Desai,
Bholanath Sarabhai, Mahipatram
Rupram favoured reforms through the
caste-system. Thus many castes of
Brahmins, Kanbis and Jains introduced
reforms in their social customs. This
also led to the emergence of caste
associations supplementing reform
movements.

By the 1870s the first phase of the
reform movement was over. However, it
failed to strike deep roots. Reformers
did not think about grass-roots activi-
ties, nor did they advocate improving
the social conditions of the down-
trodden. "They lived in the socio-
cultural milieu in which such issues
were quite peripheral". Similarly, the
marked dichotomy between their loud
proclamations and actual behaviour in
life is explained by their referring to
Western and Hindu cosmologies.
Though they were intellectually influ-
encbd by the Western tradition, emo-
tionally they were attached to the Hindu
cultural tradition.

Conservative reformers Narmad and
Manilal Dwivedi criticised this ambiva-
lent reform behaviour in the second
phase after 1880. They tried to meet the
Western impact with Hindu cultural
weapons. And Covardhanram Tripathi
tried a synthesis between the two cul-
tures by maintaining "continuity with
the past by affecting important changes
in the present...(and)... constructing an
utopia for the future".

This is a well-researched book. lt is
the first comprehensive account in
English of l9th century Cujarat which
will be useful to scholars especially non-
Cujaratis. Dr. Raval has diligently
scanned through contemporary autobi-
ographies, biographies, novels, poems,
dramas and travel accounts of reform-
ers. Also information not available in
Cujarati literature is gathered from con-
temporary dailies and journals like Bud-
dhiuardhak Cranth, Satga Prakash,
Buddhiprakash, accounts of British
officials and travellers to get a British
preception of Gujarati society. The
most important parts of the book are
the footnotes at the end of each chapter
and the bibliography justifying the
author's scholarship and efforts. This
will serve future research in the field.
One wishes however that greater atten-
tion had been paid to proof reading.
Reviewed by MS. K(JNJBALA MODI, Research
Assistant in the Department of Politics, Bombay
0niversity,

4th floor, Maneckji Wadia Building 127, Mahatma Candhi Road
Bombay 400001
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