


Amnesty lnternational Report 1991
lfhat Doordarshan didn't want you to know

The 9.j0 pm English neu)s on Doordarshan on Julg I0 had a surprise item - a fairlg long (bg Doordarshan standards) couerage of the
Amnestg Intemational Repon 1991. The TV repoft referred to the Annesty Repoft on ciuil rights uiolations in a host of countries - from lraq
and Burma to Hong Kong. But not a uord on India - The AmnestA Report has three pages on lndia. We publish belou extracts from these
three pages tuhich Doordarshan did not LDant Aou to know.

Several thousand political prisoners, including prisoners of
conscience, were held without charge or trial under special or preventive
detention laws. lncreasingly, politically motivated arrests were not
officially acknowledged. Torture and ill-treatment were widespread and in
some states systematic, resulting in scores of deaths in police custody.
Dozens of people "disappeared" or appeared to have been extrajudicially
executed in "encounters" staged by the police. Over l00peaceful
demonstrators were believed to have been victims of extrajudicial
executions. A small number of death sentences were carried out.

t

...The NF government, which had stated its commitrnent to
accountability and respect for human rights, faced increasing violence by
armed separatist groups, notably in Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab and
Assam. According to Jammu and Kashmir's Director General of Police,
1,044 people were killed in the state by armed separatists between
January and September, including 107 members of the security forces
and377 civilians - mostly alleged informers or victims of abductions. ln
Punjab at least 3,800 politically motivated killings were reportedly
committed by government forces and armed separatists during the year

- an unprecedented level of such deaths. ln October alone Sikh
separatists were officially said to have killed 265 people, including 68
members of the security forces. President's rule was extended for the
eighth time in October for a further six months. ln Jammu and Kashmir,
the state assembly was suspended in January and direct rule was
imposed. ln July the government applied to Jammu and Kashmir the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act - already in force in northeast lndia

- which empowered the security forces to shoot to kill with immunity
from prosecution.

Well over 10,000 political prisoners were held under preventive
detention laws - the National Security Act (NSA) and the Jammu and
Kashmir Public Safety Act - or under special "anti-terrorist" laws,
notably the Terrorist and Disruptlve Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA)
and the Arms AcL Some political prisoners were held on criminal
charges.

*
Hundreds more arrests were reported during 1990. No official figures

were given in 1990 about the number of those being held for political
reasons at any one time in Jammu and Kashmir, although unofficial
sources in July estimated that between 10,000 and 15,000 people had
been detained without trial in the state since January. Semi-official
sources put the number held in September at 2,800, of whom 2,000
were said to be suspected armed secessionists and the others political
leaders.

Trials of political prisoners were rare and and subject to delay.
"Naxalite" (Maoist revolutionary) polidcal prisoners in West Bengal were
denied the right to prompt and fair trial: four of them had awaited uial for
over nine years.

Torture remained widespread. ln Jammu and Kashmir there were well-
documented reports of women being raped by members of the security
forces, especially during house-to-house searches. Released prisoners
said they had been beaten, tortured with electric shocks, burned with
cigarettes and suspended upside-down. In Punjab, torture was also
systematically used: methods included rolling wooden bars across the

thighs and inserting chilli powder into sensitive pbrts of the body'
Relatives of alleged armed secessionists were among those arrested and
tortured. Elsewhere, victims of torture included villagers detained in
connection with demands for greater autonomy or separatism in Assam,
Nagaland and Manipur, criminal suspects and people belonging to lower
castes or tribal populations. ln Bihar, people were tortured to deter them
from asserting their demands to land rights and better pay.

Scores of people, including many members of the lower castes, died
in police and military custody allegedly as a result of torture.

lncreasingly, political suspects were held in unacknowledged
detention, sometimes for months. Some "disappeared" after arrest,
especially in Punjab, where arrests were made and subsequently denied
by plainclothes police or paramilitary forces. Habeas corpus applications
resulted in the courts ordering some of those held to be produced, but
such orders were often ignored by the security forces.

t

During a campaign to build a Hindu temple at the site of an existing
mosque in Ayodhya, Ottar Pradesh, the security forces allegedly killed
several unarmed Hindus inside houses in early November. ln November
and December members of the Provincial Armed Constabulary were said
to have deliberately killed several Muslims, including women and
children, not connected with communal violence which had erupted in
various towns in Uttar Pradesh.

Police officers allegedly responsible for human rights violations were
sometimes suspended but rarely prosecuted. Moreoever, when official
investigations were conducted into alleged large-scale human rights
violation, their outcome were often withheld. The NF government had
stated its commitment to repealing that part of the i 952 Commission of
Inquiry Act enabling governments to withhold the findings of inquiries on
grounds of state security. Despite this, it refused to disclose the findings
of an official inquiry into alleged extrajudicial killings of Muslims in
Meerut in May 1987, saying the inquiry had "been treated as "secret" by
the government of Ottar Pradesh".

Dozens of people were sentenced to death and some executions were
believed to have been carried out. However, the exact figures are not
known. At least one mercy petition was rejected by the Presidenl

Amnesty lnternational sought information about possible prisoners of
conscience and victims of "disappearance", and pressed the government
to investigate and prevent extrajudicial killings, notably in Punjab, Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ottar Pradesh. lt urged full and impartial investigations
into all deaths in custody, and appealed to the government not to execute
prisoners sentenced to death.

ln June the NF government partially lifted a 10-year- old ban on all
Amnesty lnternational visits in lndia, and said that the organization would
be allowed to conduct "private visits" or talks with the government in New
Delhi. The govemment subsequently failed to schedule such mee$ngs
although Amnesty lnternational proposed dates in July, August
September and October. An Amnesty lnternational delegation attending
the World Congress on Human Rights in December met the Cabinet
Secretary and Foreign Secretary, who said that there had been no
change in the previous government's policy that Amnesty lnternational
could visit New Delhi for discussions with the government However, the
government had not decided whether to allow the organization to visit
Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir.

postscript: Ultimatelg the Amnestg team u)as not giuen permission to uisit Punjab ancl Jamrnu and Kashnir. Again, in April this gear, Amnes-

tg asked the Aouentiteni of lndia'permission forZ three-member delegation lconsrsling of a Japanese lautger anrl tuo members of the staff

if The Amnestg lntemalional Secretariat) to uisit Maharashtra, Tamit Nadu and Andhra Praclesh. to meel officials in the states' Home Depart-

nrenls. latogers and ciuil liberties groups to discuss huntan rtghts concems.

Iirr.rs r.r€re dtnied bg llte Aouernnt<'ttt c>l lndia.
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BETTVEEN OURIIEIVTS ...
Every general election throws up a catchword. This time it was 'stabilig'- and like most

catchwords it was treated as an end in itself and not the means to an end. The Congress(l)
want us to believe that they alone can offer us a stable government in Delhi. Even
assuming this is so, the question arises as to what they did with the 'stability' they provided
for the forly odd years they were in power.

Four eminent lndians 
-Mr. J.B. D'Souza, a distinguished Civil Servant, now retired; Mr.

Tanmay Datta the Chief Executive of an industrial enterprise; Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh an
agriculturist and a former Minister for Agriculture at the Centre; and Prof. S. Ambirajan who
teaches economics at the lndian lnstitute of Technology in Madras share their views with
us on this subject.

The Economist's Survey of lndia deserves to be read by as many lndians as possible. tt
is factual, analytical and pinpoints with considerable accuracy what went wrong, and what
needs to be done to set things righl ln fact it establishes the fact that the people of lndia
have not got the governments they deserve. We have taken the liberty of publishing some
extracts as the subject is very much a part of the theme of this issue.

The car on the cover is illustrative of the state of our country and of our economy -stable but immobile. lt has come to a halt thanks to the litter of contradictory policies and
the myriad rules and regulations strewn on the road by none other than the driver himselfl
The only period of growth was during the first five year plan (1952-57) which gave primacy
to agriculture and the concept of State control over the "commanding heights of the
economy" had notyet been sprung on the people.

We now have over 250 life subscribers. This is in addition to a sizeable number of
annual subscribers. While the number by itself is pitifully small it is, nevertheless
encouraging. We would like to repeat th at Freedom First is a vehicle to promote the ideas
of a genuinely free society where the people are not hampered ahd harrassed by passing
governments. Much of what was written in its pages orrer the last 39 years has been
vindicated - be it the demise of communism or the bankuptcy of Statism. The coming
years are not going to be easy with vested interests in industry, the labour movement and
the bureaucracy putting up a last-ditch effort to protect their interests at the cost of the
people and the nation.

Howsoever smallwe have a role to play in continuing to call a spade a spade and
correcting distortions in perspeclives. We can only do this with your active cooperation.
Send us names and addresses of your friends (as many as you like) to whom we could
send specimen copies of Freedom First with gour compliments.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Edltors.

TheStatsman's permission to reprintMr. Masani's column is gratefully acknowledged.
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"The deep m@ns round with mang wices. Come, mg friends
'Tis not too late to seek a neu)er u:orld" - Tennuson

Of Our Netas E Politicians
What the Common People think....

What can we say about political leaders. We can trust Politicians don't keep their word. I don't like them.
even prostitutes but not them!

During the day they are clad in white kurta and dhoti They make promises but when they come to power

and ttiey claim to be socialists; but at night they drown they only make money'

themselves in wine and women.

All politicians are thieves.
It (politics) has become a business. Cood people don't
enter politics.

From interviewsby Egeuitness, March 1991

It is obvious that not having succeeded in any other ... and others
field, they join politics.

lndian politicians have rhinoceros hides, resilience and

I feel that the country's future is not safe in their hands. 
mastery ovet *t 

il:"t;#:",:t?tt* eweek,May 5, l99t

How will I benefit from voting? What have they done for
us. None of the parties have done anything.

lf presented with the classic oPtions of guns uersus
butter, these ne&as (leaders) wouldn't hesitate. Butter of
course. Butter Saddam yesterday, butter the Shahi

Whenever there are elections they are only for the seat, lmam today. lt's a far far butter thing that they do.

not for the country, not for the sake of the people. T.V.R. Shenoy, TheWeek, May 5, 1991

Mahatma Candhiwas killed by a bullet from a pistol.
lndira Gandhiwas killed by bullets ftom sten guns and
Rajiv Gandhiwas killed by a plastic bomb. lndeed lndia
is progressing.

Prof. Cangadhar Cadgil on Doordarshan. May 22, l99l

It is true that no orte would lrave beerr greatly troubled
by Saddam's aggression had Kuwait been exporting
oranges.

Louella Lobo Prabhu. /rrsr<l/rl. Mav 199 I

Fr('cd<vIt ['iEl 2

A crow flying over Kuwait today would have to carry its '
own rations.

James Walsh,Time,May 6, 1991 '

Tlre Britislr supplied opiurrr tu ttie Chinese for they
knew it could be exploited later. ln lndia, politicians will
supply the opium of Mandal in lieu of education.

Aniana Agnihotri. Irt<lia Tocla11, July 15. 199 I
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:valuing the Bharat Ratna

Ihough the world moved into a
publican century, the baubles of the
rlier aristocratic feudal age have
rsisted. ln England the award of
es and pontifical positions became
mething of a scandal as these were
ld either to those who contributed to
litical party funds or for crasser pur-
ses. Prime Ministers and monarchs
d with each other in distributing
3se empty sonarities and sinecures
Lloyd George was to use it liberally
d was once publicly humiliated for
; blatant misuse of Power in
rarding a title to someone who did
rt deserve it.
We in lndia never miss such oPPor-
nities of abusing power. The Bharat
rtna, the nation's highest award has
€n conferred so 'indiscriminatelY

at it has lost its lustre and original
rpose. lt started - like so many
her things - with Mrs. lndira Gan-
f. Her son Rajiv Gandhi carried it to
liculous lengths. One can applaud
, conferment on such illustrious per-
rns as Maharishi Karve (who did so
uch in the cause of women's eman-
pation); Mother Teresa (for her
>ble work among the ill and the
>pressed); or even Khan Abdul Gaf-
r Khan (the towering chief of the
rthans who preached non-violence
a fiery and violent race). But the

vard to Nelson Mandela was PlainlY
rlculated to eam plaudits.
But how does one justifY the Bharat

atna being awarded to MGR whose
:rly claim to fame arose from a cha-
rma built on his celluloid exploits
rd which drove millions of his fans
rto a fanatical devotion to him. Time
nd again he insulted the Political
rtelligence of the citizens of Tamil
adu with his gimmicks, while admin-
tration came to a virtual standstill.

And now the title has been conferred
osthumously on Rajiv Candhi. The
nly claim he could have had to this
lle was by the manner of his death. lf
), every one who stood as a candidate
tr the Lok Sabha and got killed in the
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Punjab should be given the Bharat
Ratna. Rajiv Gandhi's eight-year
regime was not only undistinguished
but sullied by scandals and the strut-
ting across the political stage of his
cronies who were men of questionable
qualities. No prime minister who ruled
for such a long period accomplished .
so little. To cover the mann€r of its giv-
ing the government, as an afterthought
tagged on another lndian all but forgot-
ten by the Congress but not by the
people - Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Vallabhbhai's name is etched too
deeply in the chronicle of lndia to need
any of these paints. .

lvlourning Dead VIPs
More than twenty years ago, this writ-

er commented in the columns of Free-
dom First (August 1959) on the funeral
of Dr. Zakir Husain the then President
of lndia. Since then things have chang-
ed little and the electronic media for
days becomes insufferable. The holi-
days (as a mark of respect for dead
leaders) continue as does the bore-
dom. TV has made most people
empty-headed voyeurs gluded to the
idiot-box watching things compulsively
for want of better things to do. What I

wrote on 1959 is equally valid today:

ln the first place, the declaration
of a holiday immediately following
Dr. Husain's demise is a matter on
which there could be an honest
debate. lt would have been more
dignified if most of the commercial
and other establishments had
closed for about an hour or so and
more importantly had observed five
minutes of silence and people giv-
en an opportunity to reflect on the
passing away of this great son of
lndia. On such occasions we have
to dedicate ourselves once again

for national improvemenl Since
the people were let off a daY follow-
ing a Sunday and since all the pla-
ces of entertainment were closed,
the public did find it difficult to
while away the time hanging on
them. The people just did not know
what to do with their time. The
nation was supposed to be mourn-
ing. Yet in many places Radio CeY-
Ion was tuned in.

That we have to learn to bear our
public calamities with dignity is yet
to be impressed upon us. All lndia
Radio put up music which it must
be confessed was one long wail.
But for the speeches, the music
provided was one of laboured
pathos and there was little of digni-
ty. lt is significant to contrast this
with the public funerals of Kennedy
or Churchill. We hdve to realize that
all men, including leaders of the
pdlitical destinies in lndia are after
all mortal, and that one should not
be surprised if they died in office.
And we will have to think of the
appropriate music that will have to
be broadcast and transmitted on
such occasions. Surely our musical
heritage- too has several moods
appropriate to such national occa-
sions. lt is said that our music is

built up on moods and a mood of
public tragedY is as imPortant as

iny. Orchestration should be tried
and experimented. The Home Min-
istry would do well to exPlore the
desirability of the type of national
elegiac dirges and comPositions
that ought to be Put uP on such
occasion. To this should be invited
the eminent musiologists and
some tradition consciouslg built in.

RS



Even in this day and age for most lndian
politicians prompted no doubt by those
super-intellectuals at the JNU and the
srany economic and sundry rescarch
institutes that proliferate in Delhi, the
words 'liberalisation' or, horror of horrors,
'privatisation' continues to be anathema.
They would much rather prefer the term
'economic reform.'Whatever be the label,
it is the content that matters.

The Prime Minister puts on a sad look
on TV and tells us that the economy has
been reduced to dire straits in the last
eighteen months. 'Hard decisions' have to
be taken warns the PM, all the time giving
the impression that the Congress wdS n€V:
er responsible for the mess we are in
today.

[here were a few men and a parly that
swam against the tide as far baCk as twenty
or €ven thirty years ago. Two among them
were Rajaji and Minoo Masani and the par-
ty was the Swatantra Party. Associated as I

was with this Party'l could quot6 chapter
and verse from the numerous policy state-
ments and resolutions of its National
Executive spelling out what needed to be
done to prevent economic ruin. For its
trouble the Paay was reviled as a 'party of
capitalists', 'reactionary'and so on by none
other than Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He
described the Swatantra Party as 'outda-
ted' when it is now clear-that the Party was
decades ahead of its time.

At the Sixth National Conventon of the
Swatantra Party, Mr. Minoo Masani deliver-
ing the lnauguralAddress on April4,1973,
drew a blueprint of what a government of
sensible persons would do to set the coun-
try on the path of progress and growth:

"Let us imagine for a moment a sud-
den outburst of sanity in New Delhi or,
since that is not very likely, an act of will
on the part of the lndian people to
replace the present Covernment by a
more enlightened and sensible set of
pe/sons. Let us, for the moment, rule
out the possibility of the Swatantra Par-
ty being in office and in a position to
carry out its own policies. Let us say
that those who take over are modern,
practical people who are not wedded to
any dogma and who will take sensible
steps to pull the country out of the
morass. Let us even imagine that they
would do what would be done by
socialists like Prime Minister Lee Kwan
Yu of Singapore, or by Chancellor Willy

Freedom First 4

'Economic Reforms'

Brandt of West Germany who won the
elections last December in alliance with
the Liberal (Free Democratic) Party on a
manifesto for "the free market econo-
my" which would be ccinsidered blas-
phemous by those who call themselves
socialists in this country.

Such a regime could rnter ata be
expected to take the following steps to
undo the mischief of the part two dec-
ades:

First, it would go in for a drastic cut in
taxation, both indirect and direct, and a
corresponding reduction in the unpro-
ductive expenditure of government.

Secondly, it would stabilise the Rupee
by eschewing inflationary policies like
deficit financing and by insisting that the
country live within its means.

Thirdly, it would give priority to
labour-intensive activities like agricul-
ture, irrigation and road-building in
order to further employment opportuni-
ties of a productive kind.

Fourthly, it would stop further natio-
nalisation anil takeover bids and insist
on Gcvernment enterprises making a
profit and giving a return to the tax-
payer and to the countty

Fifthly, it would double the rate of
industrial production by utilisation of
installed capacig, modernisation of
plant and machinery, eliminating most
of the shortage of raw materials, power
and transport, and reducing labour
indiscipline.

Sixthly, it would cut out excessive
controls, red tape and delay and follow
Ludwig Erhard's prescription to 'let the
men and the money loose', so that the
country may advance.

Seventhly, it would activate competi-
tion and fight.monopoly in all sectors
and stop the current shadow boxing
against the so-called concentration of
economic power which has deprived the
country of the economies of bize which
the rest of the world enjoys.

[-ast but not the least, it would take
more serious steps to stop the explosive
growth in our population on which today
not even half a per cent of the outlay of
our Five Year Plans is allocated.

Can there be any doubt that, if only
these things are done, the picture would
begin to change within a matter of
months?

Politically lmpossible?
There are people who tell me: "Yes,

all this is true, but it is politically impos-
sible." To them, all I can say is that they
seem to have learnt nothing from histo-
ry. Listening to them it would seem that
these advocates of change have come
to believe that there can be no further
change and that history has come to a
stop in 1973.

When educated and affluent people
talk like this and claim that it is the
ignorant and illiterate masses who
come in the way of desirable reforms, I

feel that they are advancing an alibi for
their own guilt. Let us frankly face the
fact that the greater part of the blame
for the state of the country today lies on
the shoulders of the educated and the
affluent.

There is nothing wrong with our
country; there is nothing basically
wrong with our people who are both
intelligent and enterprising. What is
wrong is that the people are not getting
the leadership that they have.a right to
expect from those who are better
endowed with intellectual and material
resources."

It is small consolation to Mr. Masani and
the Party that Rajaji and he founded that
they have been proved right. The tragedy
is that the common people of lndia have
had to undergo so much of avoidable
hardship and the country reduced to hav-
ing to par;vn its gold for cash.

The guilty men are the Congressmen
and the socialist politicians in power or
outside who slavishly followed the siren
song of socialism sung by Nehru. No les-
sons appear to have been learnt judging
by the Prime Minister's repeated reassur-
ances that the 'Nehru Line' has not been
abandoned. The-'Nehru Line' it is amply
clear is the shortest distance between
bankruptcy and insolvency.

lf these politicians are now advocating
the freeing of the economy (with long-
winded, often dishonest explanations) it is
not because they are anxious to part with
their power to issue licences, permits and
quotas but because they have no options
left. They have forced the lndian people to
stand in tlrr: qrreue c.,utsidt international
financial institutions in the company of
their former mentors.

S.V. Raju



rJP - The New Bogey-man of lndian Politics

The tenth Ceneral Elections to the Lok Sabha marks,
cording to many commentators and psephologists a

rning point'. Why? Mainly because it was fought (at least

: second phase) without a charismatic personality
,,-aning Rajiv Candhi or any one from the Nehru-Candhi
rn) at the hustings. Secondly the elections marked the
rergence of the Bharatiya Janata Party as a party with a

tional dimension. Finally it has signalled the end of one-
rty dominance on the one hand and the emergence of
alitional politics on the other of which rule by minority
vernments is but the first steP.
creedomFfrst plans to organise a seminar in August.lo
.cuss what the outcome of the elections signify and the

-'ly shape of our polity in the years to come (see box
low).

=or tho purposes of this issue of Freedom First we

uld lik-. io discuss the emergence of the Bharatiya
rata Parly at the national level.

f the reaction of sorne politicians and the parties they
ong to are to be believed the BJP's emergence could
>ve-iatal to the democratic fabric of society. The BJP is
: new 'bogey-man' of lndian politics - hence the

rcerted campaign to treat them as political outcasts.

foes the fact that the B.JP received 20.957" of the votes
,led in the general elections signi! that India is reverting
.he dark ages - repeating the terrible experience of
r under the Ayatollah? lt is true that political parties
pired by religion are not generally kindly disposed to
sent and to "unpopular" opinions.

t may be usefulto recallthat the apartheid regime in
rth Africa had the loyal and continued support of the
tch Church. Our Muslim friends might remember that
ir cornmunity all over the world were, by and large,
npathetic to the fatu.rah against Rushdie - violating all

:encies of public life. ln the same vein it is feared that a
ty'inspired by the Hindu religio! may be no better.
nember the attempts made by Shiv Sena to denigrate
Ambedkar for his views on certain parts of the
nayana? More recently readers will recall the fever pitch

of public anger at Khushwant Singh's remarks about
Shivaji. Should we therefore conclude that the rise of the
BJP sounds the death knell of civil freedoms in our land?

Since the Hindus are in a majority (80% ) willthe tyranny
of the majority be a reality? ln his classic essay On Libertg,
John Stuart Mill warned that the tyranny of society is
something from which there is no easy way out: "lts social
'tyranny (can be) more formidable than many kinds of
political oppression." Since it faces no penalties, this
tyranny "leaves fewer means of escape, penetrating much
more deeply into the details of life and enclosing the soul
itself."

The speeches of Sadhui Rithambara and the stridency
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) or the Bajrang Dal are
indeed frightening. Press reports inform us that even Mr.
L.K. Advani the B.JP Chief and Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha was quite disgusted with the Sadhui's
recorded speeches. But what should be noted is the
context in which they were effective. Why did they make
little or no dent in Maharashtra, for example? On the other
hand why did the BJP do so well in Uttar Pradesh. One
reason is that the then UP Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav's inept and rather brutal handling of the Ayodhya
kar seuaks. His obvious attempt to use the opportunity to
consolidate Muslim minority support recoiled against him.

lf the VHP's revivalist and blatantly religious campaign
was meant to sway, the Uindu vote in favour of the BJP,
how does one explain the drubbing this party received in
the states where it ruled - Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh? On the other hand it swept to power in Uttar
Pradesh (UP) lndia's most populus state. Surely it does not
mean that the voters in some states are 'fundamentalists'

and in the others 'secularists'.

People have been puzzled by the BJP,phenornenon.
Even in a state like West Bengal - a stronghold of the
CPI(M)the BJP has made its presence felt. The generally
accepted explanation appears to be that local events, local
issues and local performance have influenced the voters.

the C)ctober laQ I 6f f1'pg7111171 [:irsl .
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For instance. the Congress coalition of castes in Cujarat
was no longer attractive and the BJP was the beneficiary.
The Janata Dal's infighting in Karnataka made for the
success of some RJP candidates in Karnataka.

Therefore attributing the rise of the BJP to a 'Hindu
Wave' is only a partial explanation. Had it been Rama it
should have been Rama everpvhere. Br-rt our 'secularists'

and our 'leftists' have seerr the rise of the B-lP as a 'fe,.rdal

fundamentalist, fascist development. They perceive this
as being similar to the rise of lJitlerisni with the Muslirns
being the Jews. Others see it as 'Spaghetti Hinriuism' with
its appeal to the sense of identity of the Hindus; revulsion
with the blatant wooing of ttre Atuslims for their votes.
Examples abound: the reversal of the Slrah Barro
judgement by legislation; the declaration of Prophet
Mohammed's birthday as a holiday and the withdrawal
(within 24 hours) of an Ordinance to take over ihe
disputed site at Ayodhya. These actions were percei,ied as
being cynically catering to the minority vote bank.

Mandalisation, the increasing violence in Punjab,
Kashmir and Assam and the survival of lndia as a nation
made the BJP an attractive proposition to the middle
class. Many retired civil servants and retired top army
brass joined the B.JP boosting thg latter's image. The party
is the only one in lndia (barring the communist Parties
which keep shuffling their pack of old men in their
seventies and eighties) to hold regular internal party
elections; it has a second rank of leaders and well

organised cadres. They l<norv tlreir rnind on eccrnornic
matters (nrarl<et economy but not favourable to foreiqn
irrvestmerrl.) and oiier an alternative to the disorqanised
persorrality-L'ased political parties. l'he B-lP asked in their
advertisement to be given a chance as the others had
been tried and wanting. They have been denied this at the
centre but given an opportunity to rule Utiar Pradesh.
Their perf<trrxance r,vill be w,rtclred. liepreatediy, il-r the last
few electiorrs. it has been establishecl thai the lndian voter
is nobody's fool.

As fr-rr tire ie;,ri:r tirat an authoritariair riglrt wing political
party miqhl'.vell come to stay permarrently in lndian
politics, ii re voters in Madhya Praclesh have girren the
answer. Power given will be withdrawn if you don't
perform. lf we accept electoral politics should we not
accept its perils?

Repeatedly &JP leaders Advani arrd Vajpayee have
sought to clarify the meaning of 'Hindutua' and 'Rarr
Rqjga' . They have, time and again, affirmed that what they
oppose is'pseudo secularism'which in tlreir view
perpetuates the communal divide. Why not give them an
opportunity to prove themselves. lf they are what their
critics fear them to be then tlre BJP will be thrown out
uncerernoniously. But let us not continue to give a dog a
bad name and hang it. lt has happened before in lndian
politics.

R. Srinivasan and S.V. Raju
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After 40 years of Stability...

The Congress(l)'s pre-assassination campaign slogan was.'stability'. After the assassination the BJP pointed out that the Congress(l)
d lost its only leader and, in the changed circumstances, the &JP alone could offer 'stability'.

lf the present Prime Minister is to be believed 'unstable' governments these last eighteen months were responsible for the parlous eco-
'mic situation the country is facing today; that, had there been a stable government the situation rvould have been different. This, Mr.
ime Minister is not being qlite honest. For forty four years we had a single party in power, (the lndian National Congress) with a majority,
metimes brutally so. But four decades of stable Congress governments have little to show in terms of growth except in terms oipop-
rtion increase and civil unrest. The economy however has been badly damaged by the men in the white cap.
We invited a retired civil servant, a farmer-politician, a business executive and an economist to share their views on this subject with
ru readers. This is what they say:

nstitutional Decay
J. B. D'Souza

or millions in our country, porticulorly the 250 million below the poverty line ond quite o few
tillion obove it, victims of sociol ond economic oppression, stobility is simpry onother nome for

sustoined opportunity provided to their exploiters

tho wants stability? The economist,
course, seeks it, in his perennial

ruggle with the trade cycle. Busi-
3ssmen like it, because they can plan
reir investments with a fair measure
'certainty. Most of all, the haves in a
rciety cherish political and social sta-
lity. How else can they stay on top of
re pile? Have-nots gain little from sta-
lity. On the other hand, though
rreats to stability could loosen the
rains that bind them in privation,
rey don't always do.
Consider a five-year old story of a

:oup of workers hired to get the bark
'f wattle trees in a forest near Kodai-
:nal. lt was a sub-contractor of
anindia who hired them. Tanindia
as a firm engaged in the dye and
ather indusiry, for which the wattle
lrk is a raw material. The workers
ere taken into the forest and lived
rere in batches of 20 to 50 families,
,taliy isolated from the outside world,
:avily exploited in their wage levels
rd living conditions. After some
ronths they got restless, demandirrg
oper wages as pronrised to thent
lren they were hired. -fo their rescue
)me a young and enthusiastic Sub-
ollector, Curdial Singh Pirzada, who
sisted on the immediate payment of
re wage arrears. Quite predictably,

the contractors used their political
connections to retaliate. Before long,
Mr. Gurdial Singh was trarrsferred
away. Stability then returned to the for-
ests.

For millions in our country, particu-
larly the 250 milliorr below the poverty
line and quite a few million above it,
victims of social and economic
oppression, stability is simply another
name for the sustained opportunity
provided to their exploiters.

Who has Gained by Stability?
But let's accept stability as desirable

and good. Let's ask why it has suffered
undoubted dilution in lndia, dilution
that has produced repeated surges of
violence. I believe most of today's
instability is due to one's feeling of
helplessness in one's quest for justice.
For 40-odd years our people have
been urged to sacrifice present com-
fort for future prosperity. Four dec-
ades of sacrifice have left most of us
as far from the promised land as we
were in 1947. Only 9 years away from
Rajiv Candhi's 2.1 st century, thou-
sands of villages clon t even have
clrinking water. 

'l 
oday, as in 194/, the

nation is being fed on promises, but
there is a difference. Today's noble
appeals come from a new breed of

politicians, "sanctimonious windbags
clad hypocritically in homespun who
spouted socialist rhetoric while amas-
sing private wealth through' the
manipulation of political favours", to
quote Shashi Tharoor.These are the
men who have made the greatest
gains from other people's sacrifices.
They have managed this by perfecting
and continuing the process of erosion
of the country's most valued institu-
tions, a process that lndira Candhi
began. So that now the very institu-
tions that could offer a citizen justice
and opportunity have turned into tools
for his exploitation.

Judicial Decay
Perhaps the most spectacular exam-

ple of institutional decay is the condi-
tion of our courts. For years we have
known of the corruption that pervaded
the lower judiciary and the administra-
tirre staff of our high courts. Whispers
there were, of venality anrong the high-
er judiciary, but we dismissed them as
either unlounded or exceptional
enou.gh to be ignored. The Auditor
Cenerai of lndra and the Bar Assocra-
tions have now dispelled our compla-
cency. Four or five judges of the
Bombay High Court have beer.r



assailed as corrupt by the Bar, and
have had to quit. A Supreme Court
judge is awaiting impeachment for
irregularities discovered in audit.
Where can an aggrieved citizen finallly
take his grievance for redress?

To the decline in the common
man's respect for the judicial systetn
the executive government and the
courts themselves add their own dose
of contempt. Anand Dighe, a Shiv
Sena leader accused of a political mur-
der in 1989, is still at large. He must
have taken an active part in the recent
election campaign, with effects on the
election results that you can imagine.
He had been arrested in April l9B9 but
got bail a month later. ln May 1991 the
Supreme Court passed strictures on
the judge who gave him bail, and
directed the issue of an arrest warrant
within l0 days. The execution of this
warrant became a subject of negotia-
tion between Chief Minister Sharad
Pawar and the Shiv Sena, so the police
did not execute it until June 3. Just B
days later Dighe again got bail from the
court.

What an effective way to destroy
respect for the police, for the judiciary,
for the morality of our entire system of
governance! After this, how does a
common citizen retain his confidence
in the justice and equity of the system?
Can you devise a better way to under-
mine stability?

Elections Getting Devalued
While the Dighe case may be a spe-

cially flagrant threat to our confidence
in the Establishment, equally disgrace-
ful developments are becoming rou-
tine. Each round of elections we hold
gets less 'free and fair', the description
our pious r.ulers still cling to, despite
the overwh6lming evidence to the con-
trary. ln the recent elections the Con-
gress party gave tickets to no less than
30 dacoits in Uttar Pradesh. "People

are losing faith in the democratic sys-
tem to a certain extent because they
feel it is not serving the right purpose",
commented a BJP candidate in 0.P. as
lre sat in a police station writing corn.
illaints about strootings and vote steal-
ina. "The svstem and especially the
people at the helrn of affairs are cur'
, , .r 'l'!\.-.\. -,- .,riryr.tal -.r,tilalirt

Wanton ftlaladministration

women raped and property destroyed.
Uncommonly serious riots evoke min-
isterial declarations that District Magis-
trates and Superintendents of Police
will be held personally responsible for
future riots, and will be severely pun-
isheci. Now and then the public outcry
following a riot forces a judicial inquiry
which lasts long after public indi.lr',4-
tion has worn ilself out, but aliri(- ii i,::i./

er results in eii.her effective pfilsrlcr;tion
of the riotels or penalties for careless
officials. Remember Bhiwandi and
Meerut as instances of this. How can a
citizen's confidence in the system and
his stake in siability survive such wan-
ton maladministration? These are glar-
ing examples of our rulers'
determination to drag the administra-
tion into disrepute and contempt. Less
striking examples abound.

Laws with Convenient Loopholes
ln the years since lndependence the

legislators we have elected and our
several governments have generally
been eager to make all kinds of new
laws to regulate our conduct. Having
done so they have either imagined or
pretended that they have solved the
problem the law professed to address.
Generally, the ministers who promote
the legislation are the very ones who
later search for loopholes to exploit in
favour of themselves, their clients or
their patrons. Except in this respect
the zeal displayed in piloting the law
never survives into its administration.
So that the citizen seldom gets the
benefits that the speeches in the legis-
lature promised him.

Prime examples of this phenome-
non are the land ceiling laws that
appeared otr the statute book in the

'slrties and 'seventies. The ceilings on
agricultural land have proved to be
illusory: huge holdings have persisted
into the 'eighties and the 'nineties,
often by prominent members of the
very political party that imposed the
ceilinqs. The urb,rn lanc'l ceiling har::
been an even greater scandal.
lmposed by lndira Candhi during the
Emergency in a preterrce of concerr''
for 'an equitable distribution of land ....
t,.: subserve the cornmon good', it
achieved by the manner of its admin-
istration precisely the opposite. Fifteen
years after its enactment, just a frac-
tion of the land in excess of the ceilirrg
has come to the government. Still less
has been used for the 'common
good'. The law has done a lot of good
to many of the ministers and officials
who administered it, men who have
unblushingly helped escapes, legiti-
mate as well as illicit, from its rigours.
Meanwhile the drastic shrinkage of the
land market in which the law and its
administration have resulted, has driv-
en the prices of homes to astronomi-
cal heights, depriving the poor and the
middle class of access to decent
housing and ensuring that the man in
the street will always stay there.

Who is Responsible?
lf our society has turned sour and

unstable then, that has happened
chiefly because of the steady erosion
of public confidence in our most trea-
sured institutions. These institutions
have been steadily corroded and cor-
rupted during the regimes of lndira
Gandhi and.her son, which brought
the law and the bodies of officials
judges and others who administer il
into contempt.

MR. J.B. D'SOUZA retired from the Civil Ser'
vice after a distinguished career.

Bankruptcy of ldeas

The world tlrat slept as lndia woke
',c, frecdoiil frrty f9111 yaars aql u';rc A

r r -,.,1 .:\r.,1-l! lt lr:r, I'4rrrt(r t. rl,l,-

;..'l!.-i,1. I f,ri ;1. ,'r'lrlrillic111 /r',r i1;f

li.crlr's rniqftt: 'i lre: fall r tl iJet lirr arrti

Tanmay Datti

disir rtegratiorr of the Soviet errtprir '
arrd the sociali:;t hubrls, i'"s siclir rt.
nerhaps started with the lessott ir'
the end rtf r-oiotrialisrrr dicl rio1 ttrt:,:
'r '- /:inr\rrr4 r)r I,r/)ql'',.,rtfi ip ll,t',1 ,,,

ly lrt.rcratrj<.j (.t)ulr{! lC.) i ,lltr , ,l

rrrearit [lte ievrlsc.
ln.Jia boastittr; rrf tirr' ltirtltest s.i'

Nearly e:very week in the intervals therr of East F:-rrrope to f?ussia were
t-.etv',,.'r, elei:tirrns tlte litt:S:j biitiil:- j:rt:.ir ii: :r\i;i.. ',iirtl.1f i|,...,,,,.,i! 

l.,.rrl."i



As in the rest of the world, in lndio olso we witness the limitotions of stote power. power is
rercised through people - ministers, bureoucrots, big ond smoll, the ormed forces. The wider
the powers, the more the number of people you need to exercise the power, the more,

terefore, the distonce between intentions ond their implementotion. The stobilpy we hove hod
r lndio during the lost forty four veors is the stobility, it is now squolidly cleor, of going round in

circles.

rillenium's tradition of agriculture,
ade and industry has today joined
c ragged ranks of despotic, destitute
rcialist countries. This denouement
kes place amid the loud collapse of
re idea that we are nation. The beg-
rring of the country and its drowning
blood are the backdrop of the end,

I mindless assassination of the
/nasty that had ruled lndia practically
rinterrupted since Independence.

dian Politics Bankrupt
The dynasty gave the country
rdoubted stability; its members had
e trust of the electorate and used the
:st to hold the party they led in thrail.
le trust and the thraldom gave the
runtry stability. They had the trust
:cause they had a political feel,
rich was magical in that the people
rored the political angle to it and
Jrays warmed to them, for the many-
Jedness of lndia and the loneliness
its poor. The abject attempt of the

rngress(l) to draft Mrs Sonia Gandhi
to the Congress(l) presidency
rused ridicule among the intelligent-
l, lndian and foreign. Had she,
rwisely, agreed, the Congress(l)
ight have swept the post-
sassination polls. lt is not merely
at the Congress(l) is a bankrupt par-
lndian politics is bankrupt. No poli-
ian, other than the members of the
:hru dynasty, is perceived to be
:yond clans and sects.
So, with Rajiv gone, Mrs Sonia Gan-
ri in grief stricken seclusion,
iyanka-Rahul too young, we have
other Congress(l) government, its
rirking ministerial faces again
cmising stability. Shorn of the
nastic magic, stability only means
rre of the same: continued beg;gar^

I of the country, its continued self-
mersion in blood.
{s in the rest of the world, in lndia
,O wc uritnr.sr the linril-li.'1;' ,f .;t;rr:

wer. Power is exercised througlr
ople - ministers, bureaucrats, big
d small, the armed forces. The wid-

er the powers, the more the number of
people you need to exercise the pow-
er, the more, therefore, the distance
between intentions and their imple-
mentations. A despot tries to bridge
the distance by secret police, the Red
Cuards. Pluralist politics have no such
answers but keep trying half-
measures. The exercise of state power
on politics, economics and social
movements is too large an enterprise

- for despot as well as the dema-
gogue. Both fail, the democrat instant-
ly and visibly, the despotic ruler buying
some time by terror. The stability we
have had in lndia during the last forty-
four years is the stability, it is now
squalidly clear, of going round in cir-
cles.

Our /Yefas and Babus
Cliches can be tyrannical. Spouting

of self-reliance, we have built an econ-
omy pathetically reliant on the state,
that is, on transient politicians and
bureaucrats. Talking of unity in diversi-
ty, we have built a polity where provin-
cial politicians are made to live at the
sufferance of Delhi. So every local
grievance is a resentment against the
distant State and festers into demands
for secession. Buffeted by the stormy
winds of change blowing through the
world, the present leaders are talking in
unaccustomed phrases of going glob-
al, of more openness of the economy,
of more power to the states. The new
found wisdom is not lit by comprehen-
sion. What is necessary to understand
is that our ministers and bureaucrats
have neither the ability to make the
economy self reliant nor globally com-
petitive. They have neither the ability to
unify the nation by central control nor
preserve unity by leavinq more of the
cake to the states for the politicians
and bureaucrats of the states to sqtrab-
f tlr, :-.:r.,rl' 

-Fl'6, ..u1"11!6r. :l-r,n:rnrilc r.lf tl.rr,
econornics arrd politics of such a large
and varied country as ours cannot be
bottled and unbottled at will by neta.s

and babus. They have tried bottling
and brewed scum. lt is time they learn
other trades for a living.

That might sound like a complaint
against lndian democracy igelf. lt is not
meant to be. lt is a complaint against
the economics and politics of stability
thaf have been practiced on us, the
elaborate, fiendishly clever schemes of
doing good to us, which always fail
and, on failing, give birth to other, still
more clever schemes. It is as if we are
the stage on which the neCas and
babus act out on obscure and esoteric
play, full of hidden meanings and allu-
sions of significance only to the play-
ers. The world serves as bored, and
contemptuous, spectators.

The Politics-Business Nexus
Only a very brave man will answer

the questions that, today, Punjab,
Kashmir and the mandir-masjid mon-
sters pose to the future of the nation.
Most fortunately, the economic riddles
are immeasurably less apocalyptic.
True, we have run out of foreign
exchange.* Against this large red-ink
entry, put down in bold black the tourth
successive good monsoon. lt is entirely
good news, reported with lament by
the NCAER, that2l% of steel produc-
tion is unreported (and untaxed, but
also, therefore, unreliant on imported
scrap). Against the lumbering Public
Sector white elephants. pit the assured
agility of our Rs 600,000 million 'black'
economy which by producing a water-
fall of goods and services (regrettably,

"lt- is useful to remember thal another
great foreign erchange crrsr's, in the earlg
seuenties follouing the first oil price
increase was quietlg solued bg the peo-
ple bg mass emigration lo tJ-rc CitrL{ -
and remitting back he sauin-gs. 7'he big-
tlthkers c,,f Delti paid back b4 lutria^siing
LlIgt! dl /r,,, r.-Lr-slr,rrr.,, ;!y;1r41 7, t1 tr.'l trJter)
t:r ltt:.t; c;lrttc /totnc urtl/t '.,:,lnr: Irlrtkcl.s

clorn tuas.so ntrrc/r <.tutecl bl a c(,ru1lrLl t(-i

so few and the owing so u.nqrac.iottslg
acknoutledqed.



also narcotics) keep hyperinflation
away and unemployment reduced.
Even the pervasive Control has had its
uses. lt has honed the innate canniness
of the lndian businessman. Practically
every business that has survived and
prospered in post-independence lndia
has first survived and prospered by
making a fool, or a bribed felon of
rule-making bureaucrats and politi-
cians. And many businesses have sur-
vived and prospered. This larcenous
nexus between politics and business
may have damaged politics more than
it has damaged business. The dam-
age to business is considerable in
opportunities, time, growth, jobs,
competitiveness lost. But when the
gales of competition come, as they
certainly will, Indian business will pres-
ent a very different spectacle than
does business in today's eastern
Europe.

That is still in the future. For the
present, even a destitute economy, an
imploding polity have people bene-
fiting from the destitution, the implo-
sion. The benificaries, among whom
can be counted most politicians and
bureaucrats, have mounted a sort of
deathwatch on the economy from the
high ground of positions of power and
influence acquired in the wasted forty-
four years. What is more lethal than
these necrophiles is the large number

of economic and political flat-earthers
among our intelligentsia that have not
yet given up on preaching their archa-
ic faiths. We have economists declar-
ing themselves to be "unrepentant
Stalinists", a claim that is as moraland
as relevant as that of being unrepent-
ant child-molesters but is perhaps
merely foolish.

Palace Plots Continue
We have discussions on lMF r.:ondi-

tionalities as if the IMF is some evil
Martian force and not a world body ol
which we are members and which
before lending money makes sure
that we have organised ourselves to
save and repay. We have endless sern-
inars on privatisation solemnly con-
cluding that privatisation is not a
panacea. As if anything is a panacea,
as if economics have anything to do
with panaceas. That the new Prime
Mlnister has appointed political non-
entities to important positions and
give minor portfolios to the heavy-
weights - a ploy patented by the
Nehru offsprings and their hangers-on
in 25 dreary years of increasing fail-
ures - has been editorially applauded
as proof of Prime Ministerial sagacity.
No matter that this is not how the cab-
inet system - where the prime minis-
ter is the first among equals - is run.
No matter that, with the charisma of
the dynasty gone, this strange prece-
dence of palace plots over political

realities cannot work. The gods of
destruction, who are said to destroy
reason first, are busy.

However the neia-s and babus and
columnists strut around in Delhi and
inspite of tlreir many confident pro-
nouncements on the future course of
the economy and politics, one is not
persuaded that they are competent to
discuss the subject.Perhaps their irre-
levance is the lesson of the stabilig of
the last forty four years. We had stabil-
ity of sorts based on the ability of the
members of a dynasty to get out the
votes and their surprising barreneness
of ideas. Perhaps the barrenness had
something to do with the erosion of
the ablity at vote getting. Norv the
members with the magic are gone;
the wages of barrenness remain. We
are paying them now and will be doing
so, gritting our teeth, for the next few
years. The pain will be tolerable since
the barrenness, thanks to the tempo-
rary bankuptcy, will have gone for
ever.

mR. TANIvIAY DATTA is the chief executive of
an engineering enterprise.

Rural Economy Ruined
Bhanu Pratap Singh

lndio hod 'stoble' governments for over 40 yeors. This stobility of government hos little lo show
in terms of reol progress thonks to the pursuit of outmoded ideos, first propounded by Pondit
Jowohorlol Nehru, ond doggedly pursued by his successors, under the overoll lobel of the

sociolist pottern of society"

Stability in the governance of a
country, and that too by a dynasty,
pollutes the democratic environment,
inhibiting, in turn, the groMh of true
leadership. Though the stabilig'of an
elected governi-nent for its full term of
five ycars is desirable, it. is in the inter
....i, .{ .:. .,, .,.1:' 'i. "r rl',. 
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power is rnade to sit in tlre opposition
every five or ter years. ln the govern-
ance of a country, as irr the Progi'ess

of science, new ideas need to be con-
stantly tested. The acceptance of any
development strategy as the last word
in economic managemerrt, or of any
"ism" as the ultirnate trutlr. amounts
to sayinq. that htrmanilv has nothirrr-q
more to learn from new erperiences
--,1 .ti.^^.,-..;^-

lndia had 'stable governments for
over 40 years. This stability of govern-
ment has little shorv in terms of reai

progress thanks to the pursuit of out-
moded ideas, first propounded bY
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and dogged-
ly pursued by his successors, under
the ove:'all l"abel of the "socialistic pat-
tcrn cf scciet',"'. Bcfore cliscussing the
ertcnt of d;rrrratle caused by these.r r. i ...1 ll,tt tii.. ,

the personality of the leader, but the
strategy of development which deter-
nrines the pace of progress of a coun'



,. Pandit Nehru was, no doubt, great
many ways; but his strategy for the
rvelopment of the country was all
ong. It is unfortunate, that inertia of
rught is so pervasive in India, that in
:ent years, none of the opposition
rties could muster courage to
requivocally repudiate Pandit Neh-
's socialist planning. lt has now been
rply demonstrated worldwide that
cialist planning only leads to waste,
:fficiency, corruption and frustra-
,n. Hence despite changes of gov-
'rment at the Centre, the economy
led to grow because all of them ref-
ed to give up centralised planning.
rilure in the economic field is one of
: main reasons, why most political
rties are now indulging in divisive

'litics as the only way to attract votes.

Pandit Nehru's strategy was based
, three assumptions:
The rapid industrialization of the
country was the surest way to alle-
viate poverly.
To ensure that the benefits of high-
er production reach the common
people, the public sector should
occupy the "commanding heights
of the economy".
Government was the best judge to
clecide ushere the capital resources
of the country should be invested,
what, and hotu much of each
product should be produced and
al uhat prices these should be
sold.

cence Control Permit Raj

The Licence Control Permit Raj
CPR) as the instrument to promote
e socialist pattern of society not only
rottled the groMh of private indus-
es, but also stunted Indian agricul-
re. ln course of time, the LCPR
rrrupted the political system by
tablishing a nexus between corrupt
rliticians and black money barons. lt
again the LCPR which made the

Cian people "captive consumers" of
rade in lndia' high cost, poor quality
oducts which are unable to stand
:ernational competition without
port subsidies. Even in domestic
arkets these products survive with
e help of high tarifl walls. The teu,
'sitant steps tal<err towards liberalisa
'r irr the '80:r lrave hardlv made anv

rprisinqly. tlre bure'aucrats whrt
ercise their requlatory powers, and
:r ld\iijliii-(J in<jLt:;'tli;.rli,;1.,'.v!ili ill.'i'

monopolistic enterprises are the
greatest votaries of the LCPR.

While the government in pursuit of
Nehruvian socialism assumed the role
of the Omniscient and the Omnipo-
tent, the economic development of
the country miserably failed in its pri-
mary duty of developing the country's
human resources. lndia, it is claimed,
can make anything; but it has failed to
make literate the vast majority of her
people. Making people literate is
undoubtedly the first step, which
should have been taken by the gov-
ernment but that was not considered
as vital as the pursuit of grandiose
schemes. Even today, lndia spends no
more than 3.5 percent of her national
income on education, against 6 to 10
percent in other countries; and even
out of this measly percentage, nearly
two thirds is spent on higher and
urban education, leaving rural lndia
one vast sea of ignorance and illitera-
cy.

India Amongst The Poorest Nations
Government spokesmen make tall

claims about the progress made by
lndia since independence. They say
lndia can make anything - from pins
to aeroplanes. Also, that she has
become self-sufficient in foodgrains
and the incidence of poverty is being
rapidly reduced. These claims, even if
not totally false, are only half-truths,
based on a comparison with the past,
and not with what other countries have
achieved during a similar period. Sci-
ence and technology have made rapid
strides. The number of discoveries
made during the last fifty years out-
number the discoveries made during
the preceeding two centuries. To give a
few examples: high yielding variety
seeds of cereals evolved during the last
thirty years, have raised agricultural
productivity the world over; similarly
advances made in the field of medicine
have extended human life in all coun-
tries. The relevant comparison there-
fore should be not between the past
and the present, but between what
lndia has achieved arrd q,hat other
corrntries have achieved rlrrrinrl the last
,'10 yrars RV tlris yarrl'rticl. it rvil! lrl
foirnd tirat Iniliri ha-s laqcled belrincj
.il, 1..,.',,.i l:,

ecor-rc-,mic deveiopnienl. i;rrl aislr iir
improvirrg tire quality of life c.lf herpeo-
,.i t..,, t r|'j,. It"

Table I

lndia amongst the poorest countries of
the world*

lndia Group of
Poorest

Countries'
(Weighted
average)

C.l'! P'.,'{-3pi16 1P

$( 19rl8)

C.li.P/Capital
annual per cent
growth
( 1 965-88)

Average annual
per cent groMh
in Agriculture
( l 980-88)

Average annual
per cent groMh
in lndustry
( 1 980-88)

Energy Con-
sumption (kgm
per capita of oil
equivalent)
( 1 e88)

Average anual
percent groMh
in Covt. con-
sumption
(1980-88)

Merchandise
trade exports per
capfta in s(1988)

Life expectanry
(in years) (1988)

lnfant mortality
(per 1000)
(1e88)

Population
Crowth (annual
per cent)
( 1 980-88)

Adult Literacy
Rate (per cent)
( l 985)

Per capital daily
calorie supply
( l 986)

340.0

1.8

320.0

3.1

2t1.O 322.0

17.9 37.2

58.0 60.0

97.0 72.0

43.O 56.0

2238.0 23U.O

' Group ol low-income devcloping countries.

Source: World Development Reporl

Conrment: li nrav be noted tlrat ln(li(i. ds (:orlr-
pared to tlre weiqhted avcr/,(ic rrf lttr'lootrt'sl
countries. rs laqqrno behinri ir) r'1,11n'r11rir- '111rgdh

ds wrll ds in otitet lrtrttr.:tt .lt'vt:i.,;rttt':'iri itrciir.i
ii)r5. lncli(i is rllarilttrallv iilr\'.).1 irl '.r.,: i .,11)ii';
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(r(\nsrrrnptron artri lxrpttlatit'ri troilrtt , Ii lr( ' l.ii
about.
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2.3
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India has also lagged behind most
developing countries in the annual rate
of reduction of population below the
poverty line (annual per cbpita income
less than $275, according to World
Bank criterion). Between 1972 and
1983, the annual rate of reduction in
India was 1.04% (For the same period,
this rate was: Indonesia:2.34, Malaysia:
1.66, Brazil: 1.45, Pakistan: 1.43, Costa
Rica: 1.41 and Thailand: 1.40 per cent
per annum).

On the other hand lndia, has
excelled in increasing government
expenditure and borrowing. We have
resorted in a big way to deficit finan-
cing. The reason is that the per capita
total budgetary transactions of the
Union, States and Union Territories
have increased during the period
1973-74 and 1988-89 at a rate, which
is 2.8 times faster than the increase in
per capita national income. This kind
of extravagence has been justified in
the name of development. According
to the Asian Deuelopment Reuietu
(Part ll, Vol. l), for the period 1970-82,
lndia's incremental capital output ratio
(ICOR) was the highest among South
East Asian countries. India spent Rs
6.11 to increase her national income
by one Rupee whereas in South Korea,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Malaysia, this
ratio was lower than 3.5. This means
that our's has been the most misman-
aged economy in Asia. The main cul-
prit is the Public Sector, which, broadly
speaking, has been consuming nearly
one-half of our national investment,
but contributing only one fourth to
national income, and negatively to net
national savings.

The surest indicator of the strength
of the economy of any country is the
value of its currency in international
markets. Euring the period l985-90,
the last five years of the 'stable' rQ1, the
lndian Rupee depreciated by 55%
against the SDR, 54% against the
Pound Sterling, 75% against the DM,
70% against the Yen and 32% against
the U.S. Dollar (RBl Annual Report
1989-90). Within the country too the
Rupee has been rapidly losing its value
irr terrns of qoods and seryices.

Agricull.urr: tlre Worst Sufferer
iti. Iit irruvi(rlr JuvcluplllcrlI stt .rtc

,rv ir:rvioile trriixilttlrrii ri;lr-rtailr' i(, illr.
iLl!ctl (t\(,rrrr)ltlV. I it.^-Jitii jilr )ti!i!i.i ilii:,

all along becn paid to agricultutc, il has
Lreen delrrivcd cf its ,'ltrc s[rare in de"'el
(,)pir-rcntir {:rxpcf''ditll!c. !-hr: btnl,'fits ni

Table ll Draining out the Farm Sector

lndex of Produc- lndex of Procure- lndex of All com- lndex of real price
tivity ment Price modities whole- of wheat produced

sale prices on one hec. of
land.

1970-71
I 988-89

t970-7 |

88-89

100
t7l.4

100

r51.32

r00
'296.3

100

435.3

100
94.8

100

103.0

Wheat
r00 (76) r00
240.81 (83) 435.3

ttice

(Source: Economic Survey 1989-90)

It may be noted, that in the case of wheat, in spite of productivity growth between 1 970-71 and 1 988-89
being71.4%, the gross return per hectare to wheat growers in real terms (or the purchasing power of
wheat in terms of "all commodities") was reduced by 5.2% as compared to what it was in i 970-71 . ln
the case of rice, against a productivity growth of 51.237o, the gross return per hectare, in real terms,
increased marginally by 3.O%. Taking wheat and rice together, it can be safely stated, that all the ben-
efis of higher production between 1970-7 I and l988-89 were effectively drained out of the farm sec-
tor.

higher production in agriculture have
been systemetically drained out of the
farm sector through price twists.
Expenditure on agriculture, irrigation,
rural development, education and
medicare, which could improve rural
conditions and formed 49.6 percent of
the total plan expenditure during the
First Plan was reduced lo 27 .5 per cent
during the Seventh Plan. The benefits
of higher production in agriculture,
particularly in grain .production, have
been sucked out for the benefit of oth-
ers (Table ll).

The Qovernment's subsidy on fertil-
izers is supposed to compensate
farmers for the infra-parity prices, that
they are forced to accept by exercise
of the regulatory powers of the gov-
ernment for the processing, trade and
movement in foodgrains. But the fact

Period

1970-71 to
1974-15

1975 76 to
I !179-tJi)

I9BO-B I tn
r ol4 8tr

i985-86 t,r
t 989-90

Table lll

Average Annual Growth Rate in Production of Foodgrains, and
Capital Formation in the Farm Sector as Percent of the Total.

Capital Formation in Farrn Average annual % Growth

is, that the huge subsidy on fertilizers
is to support inefficient Indian fertilizer
factories, and not farmers. Despite
these subsidies, lndian farmers have
to pay 10 to 25 percent more for their
fertilizers in terms of cash and several
times more in terms of the price of
wheat and rice. lf lndian farmers are
allowed to sell their rice and purchase
their fertilizers in international mar-
kets, they would get nearly three times
more fertilizers by the sale of one
quintal of rice, than what they get in
the domestic market.

As a consequence of the adverse
terms of trade, savings and capital for-
mation in the farm sector have sharply
declined, and almost parallel to that,
the average annual growth rate of
foodgrains has also declined. (Table
ilr)

Rate in Foodgrains Produc-
tion

3.44

,l.ii

, .i':i

L.jj

Sector as % of Total

r6B

I tJ.(;

i15

I L'.5

'!,,,r,F (et'rrlr'.inl\'i,dli)r'.lr:il.J,r.':'' iirr,r'.1r,'r':i



,sparities Have Increased
ihe great slogan of socialism was

at it would lead to more equitable
stribution of national income and
duce disparities in incomes and
>portunities. That hope has now
ren totally belied. According to the
:ntral Statistical Organisation,
:tween 1980-81 bna tgAA-49, the
:riod when lndira Candhi and Rajiv
rndhi were in full control, national
r,.,ine, at constant prices, increased
' Rs.66,640 crores. Out of this, only
;.16,762 crores or 2.15% of the
tal, accrued to primary producers
)ose engaged in agriculture, fisher-
;, logging, mining and quarrying)
ro constitute no less than 70% of
rr population, whereas the balance
,% went to the remaining 30%
rgaged in other pursuits. As a conse-
rence of population growth during
e period, the gain ol25% additional
:ome in the case of primary produc-

ers was nearly wiped out whereas ip
the case of the others, despite the
population groMh, there was substan-
tial gain in per capita income. This
unequal distribution of the additional
income is reflected in the growth pat-
tern of consumption by the common
people and the comparatively well-off.
While between 1980-81 and 1988-89,
consumption expenditure - at con-
stant prices - on cereals, pulses,
fruits, vegetables, education and med-
ical s.ervices increased by 24% per
annum; on personal transport, furni-
ture, furnishings and household
equipment, it increased by 11.5% per
annum, against a population growth
of 2.1% per annum.

Socialist leaders, when returned to
legislatures rarely miss an opportunity
to raise their own emoluments. They
have also been quite generous in
increasing the emoluments of the
employees of public sector undertak-

ings. Between 1970-71 and 19BB-89,
against the general price rise of 4.35
times, emoluments of legislators (U.P.
MLAs) were raised by 14.66 times,
and of employees of the public sector
7.2 times. During the same period, per
capita national income increased only
by 5.2 tinres. lf separate accounting is
donr,: ior agricultural workers, the
in,.li.r.l.se in their income is found to be
iess ihan the increase in prices. ln oth-
er r,vords, their real income had
declined. lt can therefore be safely
stated that, under the socialist dispen-
sation, those who are nearest to the
seals of power have benefited the
most, and those who are farthest have
suffered the most. Concentration of
power and pelf is the only outstanding
achievement of four decades of
socialist planning and'stability'.

mR. BHAN0 PRATAP SINGH is a farmer and
former Onion llinister for Agriculture.

lnstable Economic Policies
S. Ambirajan

{os our economy been stoble - or unstoble - during the lost forty yeors?" is o question thot
lnnot be eosily onswered becouse the mony focets of 'stobility'con be defined in more thon

one woy, ond the desirobility or otherwise of stobility will depend on the prevolent
circumstonces.

The current concern for 'Stability'
rves economists cold because
iroMh with Stability" has always
ren tl-reir central theme of discourse.
ability for economists does not
ear) an unchanging static immobili-
but something that remains firm in
positive way while also allowing for
range or movement. Thus, for
.ample, an increasing but stable rate
growth is preferred to an unchang-
; economy. One of the frequently
tered larnents among econornists
rtil not so long ago was the so-called
indu Rate of Growth', meaning
,ia's annuai rate of ecclnotrtic

r '\.'th :rr^lrnrl I 5 pernenl

While-stability in the political attd
,cial spheres of our society nright be
:lc:ome, a narrowly deiirred stability
tlre e<:crrrorrric splrt-'re-' is rtot neces-

sarily an attractive proposition. Eco-
nomic development involves
movement and movement entails a

measure of dynamic tension which is

no doubt a form of instability. Coun-
tries in the modern world - excePt,
perhaps, societies.living in inaccesible
jungles and untouched by events else-
where in the Globe - experience ele-
ments of both stability and instability
over the years. Some combinations of
these elements yield beneficial results
wlrile others seem to lead to urrlrappy
consequences. lrr analysing the eco
nomic experience of particular
nations, it is thus necessary kr consid.
T hOtl-r r\n faltnr-c that nrnli'1"'l +lro

lteeded dynainic tenstott lor ecottorrr
ic progress and those that kePt the
system stable by linking sttclt et:tr'
nomic achieverrrettts rvith tll': rvelfat'tl

of the society as a whole.

lnstability in Economic Growth
"Has our econorny been stable -or unstable - during the last fortY

years?" is a question that cannot be
easily answered because the manY
facets of 'stability' can be defined in
rnore than one way, and the desirabilty
or otherwise of stability will depend on
the prevalent circumstances. One can
talk of the stability of the lndian econ-
i>rrr,v, but orrly at the crudest level, by
exanrining the rate of growth of tlre
real per capita income durinq the last
forty vears. il, is sorlethirtg.; arourrd ft>ur
nora ^irl h1 1t rflq caqr., ttrhr-n sFcn aq

\(j;lr i(:, year anttual gl()wtll liel caPlta
NNi) would range from -8.7% irt

l9ir.i-5r5 L<t2Q5% in 1973-74, with ncr

:,i:'rtll,.: fiquie' c.ccirrincl fr-lr more thati



lwo years. Again, admittedly from
1957-58 onwards, the per capita
income has been rising, although not
steadily,; but if seen in real terms,
there have been as many as eleven
years out of the forty with negative
rates of groudh. Such fluctuations are
absent, of course, when we look at
things like oopulation growth, price
level, and the numbers of the unem-
ployed. They have been rising _-
sometimes slowly, and at other times
very fast. All said, then, our econotrty
cannot be said to be growing with sta-
bility.

What has contributed to this insta-
bility in the functioning of our econo-
my over the last forly years? Obviously
there are certain causes of instability.
like monsoon failures, that are beyond
human control. Thus not for nothing
was the lndian economy called a
"Feast or Fast Economy". Until the
so-called Creen Revolution that
increased our food production sub-
stantially, even the availability of ade-
quate foodgrains to feed our
population was uncertain, and lndia
had to depend upon countries like the
OSA for necessary cereals to prevent
the outbreak of large scale famines, A
test of a country's economic stabilitv is
to see how well it can cope with such
external causes of instability. During
the last forty years, tharrks to the many
irrigation projects, a certain measure
of protection from monsoon failures
has been acquired, although it is
nowhere near what can be deemed
adequate. Military hostilities with
neighbours, of happenings elsewhere
like the recent Gulf War that create
unexpected complications and
impose heavy strains on the economy
cannot be anticipated, for they are
exterrral to the systern. li follours there
fore that the economv needs to be
strong as well as resilient to be able to
absorb such shocks and remain sta-
ble.

Dismal Record
While external sources of instability

are trnpredictable and nothing can
re.rlly l,re dt-lrte exccl>t i.c, btr cll arne'lj
(-luai(.1, itrtcrnal sc)ui(-cs tlf inst.tbility
can titrl sir,:rrild he kt:Pr ttnd*'r sevete
chrrcti. t)tr iilili s(.()t(:, tlic r t {,trr (ri

il. l,,'- .r.,1.r..r i'''rrrr ',: "1'1. ' 1, '

Ofl::: V/ltltii {-i!::;Pi-li(: r-i i,ri..r'-.'.)Lrlli-r'v l' 1"'
ciuciiorr systctrl arri distributtion r-.h.it.r

rre'ls sltr,rulcl bc allowecl td fut-rtl.ioI I

.,riltloilllv it-, iil(ili'- !Jrt:,':acrl-lrlit:V r-:iii

cient. ln modern times witlr our econo-
rnies becoming more and more
complex and inter-linked, it should be
the responsibility of the government to
create and sustain the right kind of
such stable environment. Covernment
policies can either make positive con-
tributions to make the economy func-
tion well, or create unstable conditions
to destroy the productive potential, and
thus ultimately the welfare of the i.c,uii-
try's oopulation.

0nstable Plans
ln lndia, government policies and

actions have been more a source of
instability to our economy than sup-
portive of the productive capacities. To
be fair to our government - especially
the early years under Jawaharlal Nehru

- it consciously tried to frame policies
to reduce instability. ln order to avoid
the uncertainties involved in a free
market economy, it set up the Five
Year Plans to think ahead as to what
was necessary, to identify the possible
obstacles that could arise, and to
devise policies that will make things
smooth for the economy to operate
efficiently. These Plans worked well
upto a point to achieve their objectives,
but became counter-productive due to
numerous reasons. The entire struc-
ture of economic activities in lndia
came to be defined by these Five Year
Plans, but these Plans themselves
introduced other elements of uncer-
tainty into the system. To start with,
most of the Plans were finalised only
after the Plan periods began. Not every
Plan could be fully implemented with
some of them given the go by when
the governments changed. On three
occasions the Plans were suspended
by substituting annual Plans. Again the
Plans were based on data that in the
event were found inaccurate. Above
everytlring else, there were frequent
changes in the constitution of the Plan-
ning Commission.

Complicated Regulations
With increasing involvement by the

government in the economy, all the
procltrcing rrlents - private brrsi-
r I('ss{rs, pr,rt-1i,,- se(tor r.:nterprises, and
evr-rr llre irrciivitjr-ral pcdsa!it !ruusc-
ituid.;' "'rclc ullr,.itd otlr: '.r';1y'11r ''-i r.'

'rrt,r', riy pil,ii ii;,,,,,i;t;irlliri:iri .li':
.r,r, : \. r\., .? ,

stlrrrtbles r-tt-l tltl rrlriilir Ltl,r'q'116i;1lios ln

thc situation Althorrgh lndia wae
lt!i'.,rsi:r! urii.! r lrrar-i,i<-'ally a i'rtrt'-1rar,'i't

rule for the greater part of tire last forty
;vears, the economic policy pursued
iras been nrost unstable. l'iot that the
broaC econonric objective of grou4h
with stability underwent any change,
but at the detailed legislative and the
vital etecutive levels, there was neither
coherence nor stabiiity. 

-lhe 
elaborate

regulations piously intended to charr-
nelise our collective efforts to desireci
directions have actually becc,me a
soLrrce of instability. With most of the
rri.atutes written in often arnbiguoui:
language and exasperating detail. no
one could be sure hovr they wr:uld be
interpreted by the bureaucrats and
ministers armed with slry-high discre-
tionary powers. And the rules and reg-
ulations are constantly chanoed sc
that not infrequently the bureaucrats
themselves got confused.

A prime example of govemment
policy being neither coherent nor sta-
ble relates to taxation. lt was only in
the late 1980s under the Rajiv-VP
Singh dispensation that the impor-
tance of long term fiscal stability was
realised, and yet the whole policy was
given up a year after this realisation
had dawned upon our rulers. Not a
single year has passed without some
major or minor changes being made
in our tax system. Rates, definitions,
concessions, structure and indeed
everything connected with taxes was
grist to the legislative mill.

C)ne could give many such
instances of instability within the lndi-
an economic system preventing it
from functionirrg properly. While polit-
ical instability is spectacularly and
explosively visible and worrying, there
are other kinds of instability that are
not in the open, though equally unde-
sirable. -fhe new qorrernmt:nt 'vhich is
to assLrnre office sirortly wiil be cioing
a greal- seryice if it:

(a) refrains from introducing ele-
ments of instability into the Pro-
ductive-system; and

(b) actively formulates a policy to
provide an adequate supportive
infrastructure so that the Pro-
c.i i iclivt' .:lVSlc Il l' :i':i.:p,ar:itie s a re

iltt'rl tlt lt' iliCteaSt:d



Erdga - Ths Tiger Caged
e Ecanomisls "Survey of lndio" (Moy 4, 1991) hos ottrocted consideroble cttention irr the lndion press. Yet, none of oui-r)ewspcr-
grs lrove, to our knowledge, thoughi it useful io shore with their reoders ils contents, The stoni of whot went wrorig ond why indic
botrkri"ipt need to be understood. The public debote over the ll'4F locrn lros beerr Jurnecr irrt,l cr quesiiorr of li-r,Jicr'; rieii rcipeci
rd sovereignly The foct of the motter is we ore broke - thonks to forty yeors of "Nehrurzicir sociolism". Like on individuc-:l wl-ro in
stote of finonciol crisis goes to o bonk for o loon, our country is compelled io go to fhe lMl for c loon, Vy'e potlernecl c,rur eco-
>mic development on ihe Soviet model. The Soviets ore broke. So ore we. They ore gDirr(, ,iir'rLi:'td osking for help. So ore we.
The Survey helps us understond whot went wrong ond suggests whot needs to be drtnr-, vvr-) wish we could hove reprociuceci
e Survey in its entirety. We.conrrot offord lo. Hence we hove done the nexl best. Giver, ,'c'rit extrocls in this issOe -. cnd, hopefully,
Inro il'rore in fhe nexJ.

"...few of lndia's troubles are as
tractable as lndians, especially, sup-
rse them to be. Of all its miseries,
e greatest by far is the country's eco-
rmic failure, which is as broad and
:ep as the poverty that it sustains. If
dia could put its economY right,
any of its other difficulties would
rmediately seem less overpowering;
ey would not vanish, bY anY means,
rt they would at least begin to seem
:atable. Undeniably, political stability
rd human progress in lndia dePend
r greater economic success. That is

:actly why so many lndians smile
th resignation at the hopelessness
their case.

They are wrong. Nowhere else, not
'en in communist China or the Sovi-
0nion, is the gaP between what

ight have been achieved and what
rs been achieved as great as in India'
re country is rich in the resources
at matter most for economic
lvance - not physical resources
rhich it also has) but human
sources. lndian are capable of puni-
ringly hard work; remarkablY for
:ople so poor, they are thriftY; theY

e entreprenertrial; il-rey are ambi-
rus and materialis'ric. When lndians
rve ignored the Hindu injunction
:ver to cross the "black sea" and
rvel abroad, they have prospered
thin a generation. OnlY at home are
r many imprisoned, in their hun-
'eds of millions, in a sink of despair
.i degradation.
Sirrc-:e: independence in 1947 lndia
ts purst;cd seli-sr.rffi':ier"lc1r That pr rr-

't ltits l-.,r:en !iJ !.tnd()ill(1.,Arr tlt'er
!ifi.rati nq $, 1 151;'.; si c1 a<;r.r h;r:; plan nqrl

.,.1:,,

:tail, tising ir.ieas arrci rnettrods bor-
u'ed from the Soviet Linion. A
:clarrii tl,:al lr! tlri: lp1;l'oacl: vvas tr.;

separate lndia from the world econo-
my. This was done by replacing
imports with domestic production, by
discouraging foreign investment and
in many other ways. Nehru and his fol-
lowers took the view that interaction
with the rest of the world would inevi-
tably lead to dependence. lf their
country was not to be exploited, it
would have to go its own way.

*
...Never forget that lndia was crip-

pled by its colonial past, that the rich
first world will refuse to let it catch up,
that democracy costs lndia one or two
pecentage points of growth a year. For
much too long, lndians were encour-
aged to believe such rubbish by peo-
ple in the West who claimed to be
their friends. Now that, at least, is
changing. The question is whether
India will change too.

India is not merely capable of mak-
ing great inroads on poverly over the
coming decade; that should be the
least of its ambitions. lt is an econom-
ic miracle waiting to happen. lndians
are fond of saying that whereas Japan,
South Korea and the other thriving
economies of East Asia are tigers,
their own country is an elephant:
immense, cautious, slow-moving, but
also sure-footed, strong, purposeful.
(lt is a comforting image in another
way: Canesh, the Hindu god of good
fortune, has the form of an elephant.)
The idea is as false as the notion of the
ilindu rate of growth.

lf a zoological nretaphor i.s tiesir-cd,
rt better ottr: is thi:;: Inrlia i:r.i liir.l

':sf tl:: lig:'..'lt tf*"r {-aFr l':r' :rs

Releasinq it will, however. be
immenselv difficult. What needs to Lre

rlone is qr.rite clear - whiclr makes

India's misery all the more heart-
breaking. The challenge is political.
The government must dismantle an
unbelievably complicated system of
restraints and rewards that, over the
past four decades, has securely
enclosed every aspect of lndian life.
The first and necessary step is to see
these restraints and rewards as the
cage that they are. Depressingly, lndia
is far even from realising that.

A post-socialist age
ln the past two years the world has

witnessed an extraordinary evenl the
collapse of communism in Eastern
Europe. The ideological battle
between the command model and the
market model of economic manage-
ment is over, and history's verdict
could hardly be clearer. Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary reject
any compromise with socialism, the
idea that there might be a "third way":
they want capitalism as soon as they
can get it. The Soviet Union cannot
bring itself to reform its economy and
is visibly paying the price. Throughout
the third world - in Latin America,
even in Africa - goverrtmentr are
struggling to liberalise il-reir econo-
mies. Surely lndia canrtot resist ttris
tide?

It seems ready to try. Surprisingly
few among lndia's rulers see lessons
for themselves in what has happened
in Europe since 1989. ("lndia is differ-
ent. India is incomparable.") Some,
without. ii"ony, see ihr: chariqr:.r in F:ast-

ern Europc' as arir enCursi:l irertt oI
tirerr r-rwn i>ierrcl r-rl ;rlannirro, rrrierven-
tion aird prtivate plul,eriy. (Wliy
5lrrritiri ure. i.... \vr!r''its,ri- I ir,',, .ri;r.t t.'
:-,.-- . i i. ii r:: : r, .-- -! r ,

Llnexpectedlv. India's feur ecot-torttir-'
dissidrirt', st:ein i.ri rvol'i'i ii:aittlv itiside



the bureaucrary, where they struggle
in vain to educate their political and
civil-service masters. Ministers and
lesser politicians seem unaware of
how much of an anomaly lndia has
now become - though, in many cas-
es, understanding that fact would only
strengthen their conviction that lndia
was right and everybody else was
wrong. Academics and journalists
might have been expected to take a
critical look at lndia's accomplish-
ments; on the contrary, they have
been the most trenchant critics of
reform.

*
One glimmer of hope is that many of
lndia's businessmen are beginning to
understand this. The country must
look to them, not to the government,
for its deliverance. When lndia's man-
agers and entrepreneurs speak col-
lectively, through their various
associations and chambers of com-
merce, they now call for less interven-
tion and a more liberal approach to
economic policy.

This is encouraging - but only a
beginning. Businessmen have had to
work with the system and have
acquired a stake in it. The most suc-
cessful have learned to manipulate the
rules and the bureaucrats in charge,
and have invested heavily to that end.
lndia has carried the flag for protec-
tion in the third world, and protection
means less competition and safer
profits. Businessmen may be waking
upto what this approach has done to
the economy as a whole, but they are
bound to fear that they themselves will
lose out if real reform ever happens.

Such fears partly reflect a lack of
self-confidence. Many lndians believe
that they cannot comPete as equals in
the world economy. Some compa-
nies, despite all the obstacles, have
already proved that to be folse. lndia
has huge economic strengths; its
comparative advantage in cheap and
well-trained labour could make it a
global source for many sorts of manu-
factured goods. Everything you see in
a humrning centre of business such
as Bombay tells you that lndia wr:uld
thrive on qreater competition aston-
ishing itself and the rest of the worl<1.

since the late 1970s. By lndian stand-
ards, the changes introduced by Rajlv
Candhi in 1985-87, for instance were a
bold liberalisation; by anybody else's,
they were timid tinkering, an opportu-
nity shamefully missed. These reforms
left the structure of official control
intact. Not a single instrument of inter-
vention was cast aside. Yet lndia's busi-
nesses eagerlv seized what benefit
they could. For most of the third rvcrirl,
the 1980s were a troubled decade. ln
lndia, industrial production and nation-
al income grew faster during the 1980s
than for 20 years.

Now the economy is struggling
again. The cour)try is deep in debt and
acutely short of foreign exChange.
lndia's traditionally low inflation rate is
on the rise. For all this, some blame Mr
Gandhi's "liberalisation". They are mis-
taken; the fault really lies with an excess
of government borrowing.

Prisoner of its past
History drove lndia almost irresisti-

bly to the course it chose after 7947.
The country's heritage at iidepen-
dence was an intense suspicion of for-
eigners, trade and capitalism.
Moreover, it seemed, a tried-and-
tested alternative to rapacious western
liberalism was at hand.

*
Jawaharlal Nehru, lndia's first leader

after independence, believed that the
Soviet Union had pioneered a new
way forward. Central planning had
enabled the Soviet economy to leap
over the classical stages of develop-
ment. ln a little more than two dec-
ades, rapid industrialisation had
transformed a backward, peasant
society into a world power mighty
enough to withstand, and then defeat,
Germany. ln the late 1940s planning
was in tune with lndia's needs, and
with everything lndia had learnt from
its history.

ln fact lndia's first five-year plan, for
1951-56, was a comparatively moder-
ate documerrt. lt said that detailed
plannin.-r shcrrld Ie ;1lfpry1pic6i ottlV ior
I ft:tt ::ele,1r'11 illrlrt'iltics (r'r'l.tlrl\, ir'
, ;1irii3l .lolrls) u,lirclr lndia lar ked itrrrJ

on with it. India's "conrnra;rd capital-
ism", as it later came to be called, was
not proposed until the second five-year
plan, for i956-61.

The principal author of the second
plan was P.C. Mahalanobis, a cabinet
adviser. His ideas blended Fabian
socialism with values that had been
propounded by Mahatma Candhi -
notably, disdain for consumer goods
and revulsion at the idea of "luxuries".

lndia, said the Nehru-Mahalanobis
blueprint, would transform itself from
an agricultural economy into an indus-
trial one. Investment would be chan-
nelled into the production of capital
goods. Imports would be turned away
with tariffs, quotas or outright bans.
There would be no need for exports.
Consumer goods would stay in short
supply, so people would save. These
savings would provide the resources
for more investment.

The government nationalised 17 big
.industries and gave itself a big say in
the running of many others. A regime
of licences and direct controls was
applied to what was left of the private
sector. Licences strictly controlled the
creation of new industrial capacity a

variety of other. controls extended to
almost every aspect of management.
Firms were told where to produce (in
"backrvard areas"), what to produce
(for example, textile mills had to supply
a quota of cheap cloth for the Poor)
and, in many cases, how much to
charge. To prevent unemPloYment,
businesses that failed were told that
they could not shut down.

Especially after 1971, when lndira
Candhi campaigned under the slogan
garibi hatao (abolish poverty), the gov-
ernment began to spend more on Pro-
grammes that were intended to helP
the poor directly. Srnall, labour-
intensive firms were favoured over big-
ger capital-intensive ones: handloom
weavers over powerlooms, and so on.
But since the great bulk of lndia's poor
live in the countryside, where theY
depend for their living on farming,
helping the poor meant helping agri-
culture. This was awkward, because
the gjoal of forced industrialisation nee-
essarily nreant hc,lding a5;rir:ulture
back. I he prlarrrrers neecieci to siiift
resoulLeb trottt tltr pitilrittvc rural
.r('/rnorrrv irr 11,a, t icir rr: , tr'', , rr r, ir r5i1 i31

lndian business has responded to provide. The rest of the tndustrtal ecot t- (( ' rrc'



lut of the farm economy with one set
rf economic policies and then to allevi-
,i: poverly, fed resources back with
rnother. Today one of the govern-
nent's biggest spending programmes
; the fertiliser subsidy. Last year it cost
;7 billion rupees ($1.9 bittion) and is
Ine reason why government borrow-
rg has recently run out of control. lt is
rell known that the programme bene-
ts India's richer farmers and fertiliser
,roducers much more than iLs rural

r balance sheet
Many lndian intellectuals claim a

lrge measure of success for the strat-
gy. India did industrialise quickly, they
ay. This was not at the expense of
griculture. Farm output expanded
iuickly after the green revolution (the
rtroduction of high-yielding varieties

'f wheat and rice) of the mid-l960s.
rdia, once an importer of foodgrains,
ow has a surplus to ship abroad. The
ountry can feed itself, and famines are
thing of the past.

*
The green revolution was not con-

ned to lndia. lt transformed farming
cross Asia. Between 1970 and 1989
r€r volume of farm output went up by
.l% ayear in lndia - but by 3.7% in
rdonesia, 4.7% in Malaysia, 3.6% in
re Philippines, 4.5% in Thailand and
c on. While lndia's output went up
0%, in other words, Malaysia's for
)stance, doubled. By the mid-1970s
)e green revolution was actually fiz-
ing out in lndia; output growth was
lowing even though lndia's low yields
rdicated plenty of room for expansion.

lndia's agricultural miracle was
awed in other ways too. To a much
reater extent than in other countries,
rogress was confined to certain crops,
specially wheat and rice. ln many oth-
r crops, where technological advance
'as slower, lndia's output lagged
ehind and in some cases stagnated.
s a result, the benefits of the green
rvolution were concentrated in the few
'gions best equipped (with education
,rd phvsical infrastrurcture j to take
dvantage of it. Punjab becarne lndia's
tost prosperous state, and the rrortl'r-
,lst becarne the countl]"s bread
..-;l<et. (li'orviii irr llr': i:irsterr-r art;l
jt ti-, a, -rt..;.-r.. i.-r..-rFli.- il .Jtr t i!i r ilL]r !!(.i'
tral potential, n,as ryruch slovrer, so
lcotne dispalities betvreen tfre states
idened.

Nationally, farm output barely kept
pace with population groMh (which
has averaged2.17o a year since inde-
pendence). More food is available, but
the improvement is puny compared
with the changes in the rest of Asia.
Farm-labour productivity has
increased by much less than I % a
year (in South Korea between 1970
and 1985 it increased by 5% a year).
So rural incomes have risen only slow-
ly. That, in turn, has meant little prog-
res-s on poverty. lt has also deprived
industry of the growing home market
that rapid agricultural groMh gave the
industries of South Korea and the oth-
er Asian tigers.

Remember the poor
Many lndian intellectuals would be

quick to point out, rightly, that there is
more to human welfare than output.
Progress needs to be measured in oth-
er ways too: India has been fighting
battles against poverly, illiteracy and
child mortality. Surely its leaders were
right to be distracted by these other
aims, even if that meant that lndia
could not achieve all it might have
wished according to the conventional
yardsticks of economic advance?

The premise is false. Onlike many
developing countries, lndia was not
distracted by these other goals. lts rec-
ord on social spending has been abys-
mal. lt has spent markedly little (even
as a proportion of its slow-growing
CNP) on such programmes, and much
of ',vhat it has spent has been wasted.
Measuring poverty is difficult, but on
almost any measure India's perform-
ance has been weak.

*
When lndia's industrial output

accelerated after the mid-1980s, pov-
erty fell faster - to the embarrass-
ment of the Indian intellectuals who
still argue that growth does not help
the poor. By 1987, new government
figures say, the incidence of poverty
had fallen to 30%. But estimates by
the World Bank, using a definition that
allows cross-country comparisons of
the level of poverty (as opposed to its
rate of clrange) still paint a gloomy'
pictrrre. ln 1985, tlre most recent year
ior wlriclr rrurrrbels ate available, the
Fla:rk reckorts tirat 42Orrr Inriians ttli9^

,.;,i ri tr IJU!)Uldll(itl wele pool (l-lldt ir,
lrad an incorne of less than $30 a
rrronth) and 250m. or 33% vrerc
"e;<trernellr poor" (w'ith an income of

less than $23 a month). On the same
definitions, 20% of China's people
were poor and B% extremely poor.
lndia's figures are even worse than
sub-Saharan Africa's, where 47%
were poor and 30% extremely poor. lf
India has been waging war on povertv,
it has not been notably successful.

lr-rdia is proud of its achievements in
ei,iri:dtion. lt has many excellent uni-
versities, and one of the biggest stocks
of technically trained manpower in the
world. At the lower end of the system,
however, lndia has done less well.
Between 1960 and 1980 its literacy
rate rose from 24% to 367o; Malaysia's
rose from 23% to 60%. China's litera-
cy rate is now, 77%.Two-thirds of the
children who enrol in India's primary
schools drop out by the sixth year; in
China and lndonesia the drop-out rate
is less than 40%. In these lwo coun-
tries roughly as many girls as boys are
enrolled in primary schools. This mat-
ters, not just in itself, but also because
it is well understood that improving
female literacy is one of the most
effective ways to control population
growth and reduce child mortality. ln
lndia, male enrolment exceeds female
enrolment by nearly two to one.

Among the poorest people in the
poorest states, the picture is even
bleaker. In rural Bihar, 90% of adult
women are illiterate; among the poor-
est fifth of the populationl the female
illiteracy rate is 98%. In rural India as a

whole, 80% of women are illiterate:
among the poorest tifth,92%. ln Bihar
in the mid-1980s, 81% of girls
between five and 1,4 were not
attending school; among the poorest
fifth, the figure was 93%. Educational-
ly, much of India's vast rural'hinterland
has been left to rot.

Excuses and miracles
For all these failures, India has two

great excuses. Tire first is sheer weight
of people. lt is undoubtedly true that
lndia is already over-populated, and
the continuing growth of nunrbers is a
heavy burden on the er:onorny ('fhat
is wh.,, the cotrntry's inability lc edrr-
cate proor worneil rriatlels so riruclr).
Burl it is u,ortir r ci ner r rirei ir rq lirat
Itr,,irti's i-rupulirt.iorr iirowll.i liits tttii.

Li ,ir , (lP'\-. v) ; i.,l.Jl , -.1!.,, ,' rLl, ir.r.

ln tlte: hvo decacles to ttre n.ri<.|-1980s,
its poptrlation qrew by a little over 2%
a year f he poprrlations ,lt l-lorr<l



Kong, Taiwan and lndonesia qrew at
about the same rate. Malaysia, Tlrai-
land and Pakistan - all of which have
been more successful than lndia on
most economic measures - had to
contend with significantly faster popu-
lation groMh.

The second excuse is that poverty
tends to be self-reinforcing. lndia start-
ed from behind; it is a struggie merely
to prevent the gap from growing. This
is a lie that lndia's governmerrts have
been telling their people and a sympa-
thetic outside world for 40 years. At
independence, lndia had many advan-
tages: a functioning democracy, a
well-developed civil service, a thrifty

people second to none in drive and
resilience. At that point, the country's
size and population were taken to be
further advantages, because they
would make it possible for lndia's pro-
ducers to reach efficien't scales of pro-
duction in their' home market. The
government has been able to draw o''r
an immense pool of domesti,.: sr,"'
ings; if it sperrt little on educatiorr iirat
was not for lack of resources, bui
Decause it ctrose to waste money
ostentatiously in other areas.

The lropes of 1947 have been
betrayed. India despite all its advan-
tages and a generous supply of aid
from the capitalist West (whose
"wasteful" societies it deplored), has

achieved less than virtually eny com-
parable third-world country. The cost
in human ternrs has been staggering.

Why has lndian developrnent gone
so tragically wrong? The short answer
is this: tlre state has done far too much
and far too little. lt has crippled the
economy, and burdened itself nearly
io breaking-point. by takinq on jobs it
had no business doing. At the same
tirne it has neElected essential tasks
that only the state cculd have dis-
charged. The more closely you exant-
ine this combination of hyperactivity
and sloth, the more heroic lndia's
modest achievements since indepen-
dence come to seem.

(To be continued)

was virtually conscripted into his mur-
dered mother's job, he did attempt
some reforms, including cutting the top
marginal tax rate from Nehru's (negoti-
aled) 98.7% lo 507o (sorhetimes actu-
ally paid). He did not, however, dare to
attack rnost of the graft and licences.
His l'reroic but politically inexperienced
Italian-born vzidow would be even
wc.rrse-placed to bring in reforms, which
is why she has rightly resisted being
c.orrscripted.

After next month s delayed election,
a prime minister should ernerge who is
no longer under the influence of the
Nelrru fanrily. The new broom would be
wisest tci brush away all lndia's 'social-
ist licr:nsing restrictions with one
sweeJr. l[ he does. he mav be murdered
try tlre corrupt groups feeding on them.
lf he does not,he and many more lndi-
arrs will sa<lly be murdered by somebo-
dy else.

Tlre political parties are now disinte-
<tratincl irrto ethnic or other groups that
rirlhllv <lerrtanrl thcy no lr>t'tr1t:r bc:

rrnrk t:rl trt r]t.rll lrr.rrrr titt' cetrlrr. lrut
ap1>irl lir rr ;ly sLlc.lciest thev rn ir,lht nr ur der
rrrt'rntrers oI any cltlter cthnic gror.rp
that displeascs tlrcnr. flre way forward
for lndia. as for the Soviet Union. will be
to s.ry .l great prize can go to ar)y states
<rrrd strb-states that rnairrtain order
withorrt rnrrrders and riots. Thcy should
lrc allow<.<l to clisrt:gard Delhi's corrupt
!icttrrsirrrl r('stri('ti()ns. run thcir own
(.1 {)|('riri( Prrlir it': .1lr(l i,tirr(l ill .ls
rirrrr lr lr,t,'irltr ittvt:sltttr'trl ,rtttJ as ttt,:ltty
ir,,r' rrr,rriicl t,rirrcrpit's;rs llt,'v lilit' May

lr.r' 1' l;r';l
;),i",rrLil l:i,r!r

:,)ill'it I \
l,rrrl

Home Truths for lndia
At independence in 1947, left-wing

enthusiasts trilled that lndia's size
would allow its industries access to a
great single market in which to attain
huge economies of scale. Pity the poor-
er and more ravaged tiddlers such as
South Korea, Taiwan, Sincapore and
Hong Kong, these collectivist minds
said. Today average recorded incomes
in tlrose four are l0 to 25 times higher
than lndia. As with other socialist coun-
tries, with their centralised planning,
controls and ownership, much of
lndia's production is 1950s-style pro-
tccted junk that nobocly, given choice,
would buy.

It is sonretimes said by fiiends ancl
apologists that lndian politicians havc
had a more difficult population than
other countries to deal with. ln eco-
nomic terms, that is rubbish. Abroad,
lndians are marvellously entrepreneuri-
al (think of all those British rnillionaries
called Patel). frighteninl;ly hard-
wr>rkrnt1. thrilty arrcl itc(rdcrr)i( llv bri(lht.
lndiern <:hilclrerr in [-]ritish sch<.rols strtl<_1'

<;le through their sornetinres foreiqtt
English languarlc to bctter exatrr results
than most native-born Britons.

At horne. lrrdia s tlouble ltas rrot bct:tr
its people but the wrong ideoloqy and
bad government, and both carne frotn
one main source: for all but six ()[ its 44
inclcpendent years. it tras been rulcd by
clrt.rrrrrirrU, Irrirvc. [..trc1lislt-r.rlrrratt.rl,
tiJrpr:r.r:l,rss. trtlr:rly ini ornl)etcttl (c:'lx'
cr.tliy wirt'rt il crltttes i() ('('oll()tllt( s l.

i .rlrr,rrr :;o< ruh:;t larrrtly r.rllcrl llru llr l,
i r r:,,rrrr-l (i,tnclht:,.

| ?' (rrl.)i tli

sor r,rlisl. Nclutt .tlsrt
t('( ti()nist obsessiot.t

iill llllll r.,il)llr(r/

ti.rrlrorrltl ,t ptrr
L'VOll lll()r{l para

noically than does the troubling new
woman prime minister of France. He
thought progressive statesmen should
keep out foreign imports and avoid
"exploitation" by foreign multinationals,
through all manner of controls.

That paranoia impoverishes almost
900m lndians to this day. Bans -- not
just the world's highest tarilfs - are

irnposed on the import of any goods
some bureaucrat thinks lndian firms
rnight conceivably soon produce, no
matter at what cost. Limits are set on the
fees lndian firnts can pay for itnportt'cl
techr-rolog;y. Because the qovernlnent
seeks to avoid "wastef ul capacity . any-
bocly wantincl to (treate, expetttcl ot rnove
a private firm (or somctintes even devel-
op a new product frorn it) has to ask il
bureaucrat s perrnission. 

-fhis is rcfused
if the bureaucrat rules tlrat lndia has sut-

ficient capacity alreadY.

This system is kept in beincl solely
l)('(--.ltJs('it ir,ccls llt, r.vorlrt s I'itl<lr::,1 rrcl
rv('}rl< ()l t 0tntlrtitrrr. 5,o t|,t|]y rrl r:,ttlr
star.;e ol ltr<liir's l.lrrrr,'arrr ratir' .riitl Politi
cal proct:ss (cxl)cct at the vcry lo;r)prof il
frorrr thc cttaft. wllicl) rs tlre only w.ry
suc-lt a systern oI soci.rlist c'ontrols c;rn
operilte. State jobs alt-' opcrrly bougltt
and sold, with ttte Jrrict' varyinq acc<_rrd
inq to thc qraft that job rrrakes available .

At tlre very to[) tlle lltclizrn establislr-
nrr:rtl plelcrs lolrs trr trt'itrlrorilcrl willtirt
l)(rli(til()r l,tttroLt: {.ttrrilt,"r. lrlr-;ttt.,1'
lll". ,',' ,i, r' ::',! 1,':lrl,, |,r;'i,,! r:',I

rl{ (l !rr I i,rilr( t i lr'arttl ; l,)l).:ilr{'
.;t1,,' iillilvtil irr :\irilrr ()l lli5
s., r.rlisrrr g/!1,.rr ll,rq,r. R;rjiv

;ttii I rr,:,

I .ri ri.r t r

(i.:rrrllri

! 'tr!'trt |t I 1'
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Congress Culture Must Change

Most intelligent people will agree
that the new Ccvelnment sworn in
at the Centre is rrot as gocd as Mr.
Chandrashekhar's Cabinet. This is
the sad result of many weeks of vio-
ierrce during which India looked
more like a country at civil war than
voting in a new Parliament.

The new Cabinet contains a
great deal of old Congress riffraff
and gives no indication of striking
out a new path, much less under-
taking a U turn in economic policy
which this country badly requires.

Forty years of Congress Covern-
ment with the old Nehruite policies
have brought the country to bank-
ruptcy and nothing but a complete
abandonment of the "permit
licence raj" and the so-called Public
Sector can save us.

There are two bits of silver lining
to this dark cloud. One is the end of
the monopoly of power and stran-
glehold enjoyed by the two most
backward states of lndia, namely
0.P. and Bihar. Luckily neither of
them have contributed to the sup-
porters of the new Covernment.

With Mr. Narasimha Rao's choice
as Prime Minister it is the first time
someone outside the backwar.J
Hindi heartland has become the
Prime Minister of lndia. The other
bright spot is the nomination of Dr.
Manmohan Singh as Finance fvlin-
ister. lf he can honestly carry out
the conditions laid down by the
lnterrrationai Monetary FunC ln ci"
irrg a loarr, incia may yet be savr.rL.

We shali see.

l-he Congress culture whi,'.:h is
antiquated and decadent will not, I

am afraid, change of its own voli-
tion. Consider the adherence to the
idea of consensus and avoiding tlre
election of a new leader by secret
ballot at almost 3pr1 g1s,l. A' rr:n-,i'
nation b'y consensus rvreitir ; ii):'
ing" tire notrritraiicti i-r.:iriii.i'il,'.
s(:er)es dnrj Ll!eu t,r,:icttriiirri i,.' ;,;. I

trnalritrt('lr1 5'.rr..11r rr' J liis !r,.t' rstirtS'

Mrs Margalei Tlral<--lr;:r' rlir.l nr,ri

becorne Prime Minister bV "co;-r-

sensus". She ',vas elected in a
secret baliot as leader in oppositicn .

to Mr. Edward Heath. the then .

Prime Minister -- tlris is because
she was prepared to be defeated. lt
is a highlir derli,:cratic ilstinct and
we Indians do not have it because
we like to "fix" things in a conspira-
torial manner.

Mr. Sharad Pawar was right in
asking for a secret ballot in electing
a leader in Delhi but he cbnveniently
forgot about it as soon as he wanted
to "fix" a docile successor in Bom-
bay. That is how the Corrgress cul-
ture survives.

Sometime back I had expressed
the hope that Mr. Corbachev and
Mr. Yelstin would work together as
they are both basically good men.
Unlike most of my other wishes, this
seems to have come true.

The latest reports from Moscow
indicate that in the light of develop-
ments they are now working togeth-
er in the common interest.

lf these two men can, despite the
violent differences of opinion, work
together, there is no valid reason
why our three national parties can-
not form a coalition.

The real reason they cio not do so
is because of violent personai
antagonisms and they have not
learnt the neeci to "dine with tl're
oppositicn".

Winston Churcnill when Prime
liinistei' of Brltaii'. enter"ed intc'
rrl35rrr qf 7i, .:.1::itar-,. ,.r 1.,g pii;g;;r1 si
i..onrrrron:; rvith 1vir". Aner.rrln Beva:i.
A. iew minuies after the debate, ihe.,r
weie seen togetlrer ai thre bar havirrg
z, drink togel.her r-rn an "clcl b,ty"
basis. Wherr I was in Parliament I

often felt a bar in the Central Hall oi
Parliarnent could have made life a
little sweeter!

brrruivai interrra troril i

',.,'.Il','. \. r- ui)..i.j.r:tj:,.tir.,;; L

lern:r r'rf tne.: tribals or ;rbotioirral.s ti'
lndia and elsewherr.

Said Stephen Corry. Survival s Directcr
Cenera!. of the Narmada dam:

"\Jir ;lre appalled b), this .:ra4'
projeci. lt's not deveiopment rrrr<j

it'il destroy lots of people. If it rva:
really all about getting water to pec-
ple who needed it they'd be pursu'
ing small projects. For the World
Bank to be funding this scandal
shows yet again the hypocrisy of
their self-proclaimed environmen-
tal concern. The Narmada dam
should be stopped nowl ..."

"As with other large scale devel-
opment projects, the major cost of
this dam is being borne by the
poorer people in the villages, while
the main benefits go to the cities
and big industries ..."

"Tribal people are being coerced,
protesters are being violently
repressed. 60,000 tribal people will
be displaced to alien environments.
The World Bank's financing of the
vast dam project reveals the empti-
ness of their promises to finance
only environmentally responsible
projects said Julie Christie, a keen
supporter of "SURVIVAL," on tou!'
in lndia last December ..."

'SURVIVAL's campaigr
'SURVIVAL' joins the tribal peo-

ples in lndia in demanding thai:
e the Worid Bank withdraw from

this disastrous project, an.:!

e the lndian Covernment halt ccn-
StrttCtiOn 1-rp1ii 1 l':l!-'rf'!oir-' re'ii-' '

oi Lne proj-'ci. ii ricirr::, i;1r-.;i.:i-li,i.,

a iu;i ir"rves[it;i;t!il r-'i itlti-::-i'i:;. , ,

small-:;cale lvater supply prcr-
jects.

ya Suruiuai conderrrns tire reptes-
sive measures used by the police
to intimidate villagers and qtrr:ll
their protests......"

"ii we rn(Jve wiitt'uut ciui ciettlrrt't(i
lrtlitltt rrlilt we will dte] a.ltivwtir t',

vr'hv noi die fighting? ll !l; (--1 llloft{:i

ore cjorrq foi our clrilorer:.
- Member of ljhii lribe, l'lottrrcldq,
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OURIN/flISSIONS
Freedom Firstspeaksfor tbe silent nzctiority - tbe

majoriQ tbat tuants to be left in peace to pu,ryte its goal
of improuirzg its quatiry, of ttfe but ltcrs been ntffa'ing itt
silence tbe irzdirqnities beaped on it by i175s?Lsisi1.,s

gouel?tnxents tulto baue ctnogated to tbemseltrcs the

rigbt to decide wbat is goodfor tbepeople.In tbe
procest, tbe whole coLtntry bre been tut^ned into a
cesspool of cornEtion. Public moretli4,and cbaractet"

haue reacbed an all+inze low.

Freedom First affirrns tl:tat rnt.tcb of tbe t#trest and

fennent ln ottr socieQ'i.s a clirect resrlt of excessiue

State inten)entiorx in tbe dct),-to-d.alt lit,es of o1tr people.

Wile tbepeople's initiatiue bas been stiflecl tlte

econonxy Ls irz shanzbles. TheJournal beliettes tbat u,bile
India needs a sh'ong gouetv?mertt tbat enstres the nrle
oJ'lcttL' tL'l.trtt Ittdirt drrcs ttot tteccl is u rtrcdclles()ntL'

gorentn?ent 
- 

tlse s),s19777 so.fctr tltctt bas ler{ tct

int trt or a' islt m e n t, h ts e ctt ri 4t an d. ir r t a b i I i t7,.

Freedom First tba'e.fore standsJbr ninimunt
{1ouert t tt ct t t ct t t cl t tta.xi t tt t ttt t .fi"eed ct t tt, I e t t I tered I t.y, ct

.tr,//.s(? of itttlrt,trltrtt/ t't's/tr,tttsiltilit.t', ltt u'lticlt tl.te 14',,1,Jr,'t
gattitts l.tcts ct.f tttt'ttf tf t<tt'ltutil.t'ltt tit:t't,lili rtttt/ gnttt'.

i, o..-oirr.ri ;' .'r.-ri, ../( !,.,.r/r.r irr(,/,\1\i.

llo/it.1'IIntI st,ls ()tt( ut'()ttI) tl'tiiitt'tis rt,grtitt.st ttttrtIltt't
lx' il lusct/r.rlz r 1r(r:s, r'rl.s/r,. t'tll,qlt)tt ()t'(nt'\'
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Freedom Firsf has a.ll lhe qua,lilies one e.Kpecbs from a journa.l committed to Liberalisrri and
stimulated by such a staJhrart of Indian LiberaJism as Minoo Masani. It is olear in ibs commilrnent
bo pluralism, democracy and tolerance, making its posiiion known even if it is unpopu.lar or
dangerous to do so.

It is secondly, a journal providing a p!.atfcrrm for: enlight,erled dobate, spar rnind ne-rrr ic'ieasi iri a.

society which tend.s to overemphasise conformism and often stale iraditions. Thrclly, Freedotn
Flrst 6ives a lot of space Lo the reporting and debate of internaLional events and tlencls, maki-rtg the
poinl thab a tme libera,l is internationa,l in his/lrer outlook.

I'r8 8choetul, Secretary General, Llberar i.$ternatlorral, London
I really love -Fleedom Fu'st and Minoo Masani's commonsense, Please pernriN me bo sendyoLr
herew-ith a small cheque io help the clournal keep alive real Freedom. I am nob rich in wealth but I
would. soon become poor in digesiion if I did nob share or hetp in tme.

Prof. P.N. Drlver, Pune

I subscribed lo Freedom tr'irstvery recent\r and now pain-firlly realise for how long I did not really
exercise my freedom to read the reauy thought-provoking and intellectual material.
Mayyour.quarterly dedicated totally to the dissemiDation of liberal ideas make more and more
people conscious oftheir duties towards freedom first.

$ulras Patward,lran, Bad,laBur

I re-dlscovered Freedom .F'irstaJter 30years, courtesy Minoo Masani, andwas pleasantly
surprised to see tJ:at you maintaln a uniformal$r high standard of articles.
Freedom first - by all means. But as we have discovered. to our utter dismay after 40 years of "Ftee
India" - Freedom does not mean better Government; Freedom does not mean Quality; as Nani
Palkhivala said somewhere recently: Freedom does not mean independence of thought or concern
for democracy - or for values and character, which India needs so desperately.
Freedom only means loot and llcence ln'Our India'of todayl Bul all is not lost. Men of faith still
believe that Indlawill somehow mudd.le through.

Dtnehah IC Maleuamvala, BornDay

Over tlre past two years I have been impressed wlllr F"eedom First. The issues you discuss are
those tha,t, concern us, but the flavour of the dlscussions and the examples are djfferent. The issues
are reflected as lf by an imaginary, prlsmatic looking glass. We recognise ourselves but the colours
a,re strange.

naphael O. Kazmann, Batoa Rougle, U.8-4.

I congratulate you for the excellent issue of Frcedom First No. 4O7. It, indeed, offered delighttul
readlng. Especial.ly, the report on the proceedings of the seminar on Kashmir is enlightening.

Lakslrmana P. Bhandarkar, Arntady

I am happy to say that I find -Freedom First excellent reading.
B. llassarr Shtlfong

I Just recelved a copy of Freedom .E'irsC. I found it fascinating - fearless and a beacon for freedom.
Congratulatlons to the Founder.

Ladlelag Rlce, London

#nffiffiffiffireffix
Subscribe Today!

I wlsh to sutrscribe to Freedom Fittt
! Annual: Rs. 30 ! Life Subscription: Rs. 400.00
n Cheque' E Postal order D Demand Draft fl Remining
by Money Order
'for orrtstatlr)n clrcques plcas| add Rs. 5
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We Invite You to:
Advertise in the pages of Freedom firsL Reach your
message to an enlightened readership. In Ore process
you help promote the cause of a free economy.
Wrlte to us for details.
Donate to ttre Freedom First Foundation - a non-
partisan, educational charitatrle trust establlshed to
promote the act:eptance of the valtres of freedom and
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lhe Setting of the Rising Sun

Srirangam: Elections have become
way of life for us since the idol of the
lasses, M. G. Ramachandran,
'reathed his last. The ruling AI{DMK
arty had then split vertically, and the
iongress-l was a divided mansion. So
/e went to the polls and the people
rave a clear rnandate to the DMK to
ule the Ninth Tamil Nadu Assembly.

During the closing years of MGR'S
:gime, his ill health had virtually
alted the state administration. Files
ould not move, would not move. The

'ureaucratic paralysis became one of
rc widely-discussed points in favour
,f M. Karunanidhi. Here was perhaps a
:ader capable of taking quick deci-
ions; one who did not believe in piling
rp files; one who did not kowtow to
-re North (Centre) and was hence the
rpholder of the Tamil spirit; one who
rould certainly head a goverment that
rorks.

There wero ghostly voices from the

'ast too. Was it not Karunanidhi who
rad withdrawn prohibition? How
bout the political infiltration and
rterference u,itlr the administrative
nacirinery iri those daysl And tlre def-
rite arrti-religious, anti-temple
tance? And the hobnobbing with the
rnti-Brahmin, separatist Dravida
iazhakam? However, public memory
; rather short. Besides, one saw him
row as a mellowed leader who spout-
'd profundities drawn from Tamil
:xlc After all, he had managed to
eep lhe DMli ptrtty as a cohesive unit
lur-ing theso lonc years of ;-rolitical
riir:. Alr. '1'1, 1'176.11rffiir1ri r.!Ce tltet.
,.iADl1K :rn,1 ttre (,.onc1ress-l urere
,,,:. r_ ! | | ::t _1,,.,!r,:/:!:.._

ve. stal,iiity-seekirrg r:lt:ctorale ot't-r
rere preterred to sway towards the
),&it(. i-lre tie-rrJi vrith the National
'roni iracl raise'cl ihe D,/v1K s stature

too. For the present the oft-heard reit-
erations of seperatism and casteist ful-
minations from the DMK were swept
to the background.

The DMK's Record in Office
The moment the DMK was installed

in power, it was bonanza-time for the
common people. The predecessor
AIADMK's generosity (free meal
scheme, free tooth-powder etc.) was
outdistanced. It was now free rice in
sachets printed with Karunanidhi's
image; free clothes; Rs. 5000 for the
marriage of poor girls. From a Par|y
that spoken of inheriting an empty
treasury from the AIADMK, such end-
less generosity was not quite
expected. There were no exhortations
to do hard work to tighten our belts, to
show austerity in private and public.
When the government itself was
engaged in splendorously illumined
extravaganzas, where was the time to
think of austerity? There were
expenses and more expenses amidst
a lot of Rising Sun blitz. The rebuilding
of the ancient Poompuhar town. The
structur-ir.rc1 c,f Valluvar Kottam. A
134-feei statue of Vaiiuvar to dwarf
Swami Vivekananda on the lianyal<u-
mari beach

Neither the much-publicised build-
ings to 'reactivate the glorious Tamil
past nor the several charities (free
eggs today; free bus passes tomor-
row) could enthuse the common man
wi rc.! c:Ouid see tlre very sPeecly sir|r:arj
of corrr,rplittn everlrvlrere. tle irad
askerl for- 3 qovetnment that t.t.trlrl(::
from Karunarrrtihi and also i<new tirar
+l\. r-a.l-r,.,a. ...qa2trlr. ..,ii!,:.,/- ^-..,

{iiit t.ile lecricI wcl:, tiut wtltItrJ [o Liri(r:
ttre steep aird tliorrry patir Lu riglrl
achievernerrt. When the Clrief 14irrisier'
accepte:d tl re Raja Rilja Chrtli;r ,\rv;tir.1

Prema Nandakumar

for literature from the Tamil University,
our disillusionment was complete.

There were other gasps from the
more emotionally tuned among the
electorate. The leader of the opposi-
tion, J. Jayalalitha had been assaulted
in the Assembly on 25 March 1989.
Some of the DMK ministers were
accused of trying to disrobe her. Jaya-
lalitha who had been talking of retiring
from politics (much to the relief of the
DMK supremo) was now stung deep.
Adding insult to the injury was the total
silence of the political leaders. The
lone exception was Rajiv Candhi who
condemned the assault in strong
terms. "Karunanidhi has given rne a
new resolve" she thundered gratefully
and vowed that she would not quit
politics but see to it that the DMK min-
istry was dismissed ignominiously.
Before you could say Jack Robinson'
she had united the AIADMK, forged an
alliance with the Congress-l and swept
the Lok Sabha polls held in November
1989.

it llli:iv l-case rrf Liir":

But then, tlre Congress-l went out of
power at the Centre and thus the DMK
government had a nerv lease of life.
Once again, it was time for oratr:ry,
extravaganza, more pcpulist schemes.
ln a bid to get funds for such largesse,
Karunanidhi opted for the now infa-
mous Cheap Liquor Policy. This was
nrr iil-advised sclterr,t: ;'rirrJ allrit.:tc:d
tire woniert vo'iers ilr citr' :troht:. -l-ltt:

sp.r:cious arqtrmerlts arlainst [)rnhihi
'l(:|l itr,l Lit* r.'rltil,'r.,'t'rrr.ll(.i i,l{r.irll

.t ' !r " ., . ./,,!r ':.rrlli

!i li i\/liltcrJ i.i rt W(lii lr'r t ,-11 i Jr lrir 1 ,.;LlLl

ilrai li ris w;rs ii Euvui :li l iti lt that i ::iii
I,r:. un rr: blir',t.i lr, tl rr, :1,:!!', 

' 
'tj,1i rl '.,'

i : :, i l.t : r i r-t.:-l ilom i--.-*ti r-: t t;'i < ;r:d i t: s r-'v<,r r.,,

Neither ihe nruch-publicised buildings to reoctivote the glori6:ri-i5 krnil post nor the severoi
:horities (free eggs todoy;free bus posses tomorrow)couic uniliijse llre common mon who

could see the speedy spreod of corruption everywhere.



where.

Nor was there any time for the public
to notice whether the government
moved the files speedily. lt was more
concerneC with the DMK's encourage-
ment of the LTTE, the 'secret' trip of
the parlry's V. Copalswalriy to meet Pr.:.
bhakaran, and the churlistr decision of
the Chief Minister not to welcome the
IPKF personnel at Madras. His inaction
in apprehending the killers of Padma-
nabha and his colleagues was inexpli-
cable. The immediate suspicions could
not be silenced by the Mandal noise.
lndeed the public at large could not be
properly educated on the issue and the
public carnot be blamed for associat-
ing the DMK's pdicies with the grue-
some suicides and killings of voung
lives in the Mandal agitation thai swept
North India. And yet people were not
quite happy when Chandrasekhar dis-
missed the DMK government. They
thought that it was a foolish gesture
and the DMK would now benefit from a
sympathy wave in the new election.
Karunanidhi himself was quite unfazed,
probably because he banked upon
such sympathy. He went to work upon
his manifesto lmmediately and
unrolled several more 'free' items. To

mention but a ferv: free electricity, free
electric connections, free housinq
sites, free concrete houses, free irriga-
tion wells, free professional.education,
free medical aid, free bus passes, free
aid for other purposes, abolition of tac-
cauj loans, abolition of loans taken by
fisherrnen and so on so forth. Capping
everything was the 'humble pralisl';
"Cive u.s Justice!"

Two-Fhase Election
This election turned out to be a two-

phase election. There was not much
enthusiasm in the beginning. Though
every available wall-space had been
'reserved' by the AIADMK or DMK, the
posters themselves appeared very late.
At last, Jayalalitha wrested the initiative
by travelling 7346 kilometres by car
and unleashing a well-planned adver-
tisement campaign. Her brief speeches
were not oratorical. She just repeated
her points in a clear voice. Yes she
wanted the voter to avenge the insult to
womanhood in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly. She would give top priority
to the abolition of Karunanidhi's Cheap
Liquor Poliry. In Srirangam, she spoke
at the Western corner of the South Chi-
traiStreet. People stood in every availa-
ble space, on the road, above. on the

balconies, atop the ioois. She was an
hour late but we had been told that she
had gone to worship Coddess Ranga-
nayaki and so we were quite happy to
wait. When she came, she was brisk as
she introduced the Parliamentary
(Congress-l) candidate L",c.daikkalaraj
and the Assembly's (AIADMK) K. P.

Krishnan. Assurance t,: give llin<1u
temples freedom frotn governmental
interference and to abolish govern-
mental cheap liquol' pleased the vast
concourse no end. And then she was
gone.

It was obvious that the poster war
favouted the Congress-l and AIADMK.
The Assembly seat had been given to
the Janata Dal'and the Parliamentary
seat to the CPI(M) by the DMK. These
parties started serious electioneering
only after the 15th of May. This was, as
usual, one-sided for the canvassers
had no inclination to argue and con-
vince the individual voter why they
should be swayed by the Hand-Two
Leaves. There were the usual remarks:
"As if you do not know your Parliamen-
tary candidate? He has millions from
his brewery. We have no money.even
for a couple of jeeps". There were auto-
rickshaws fitted with mikes making the

Nerterl, q. t4{e t{& {4e

u-1vil!#ltlh.${"



llrnds. As one went to the temple one
iuld hear the speeches of various

:aders punctuated by raucous songs.
lere too, the DMK made a tactical mis-
rl<e by opting for overkll in its person-
I attack on Jayalalitha. The accusation
rat slre is a Brahrnin and hence an
,ryan from the North unlike Karunani-
lhi who is a non-Brahmin and hellce a
)raviCian from the South was insinu-
ted through speeches and pcsters.
'Fe bemused listeners could not help
rr.rrting oul "But then why do you
rant us to vote for the cPl(M) which is
eldinq a Brahmin candidate?"
'ost-assassination Phase
Then the blow fell. lf the ten feet

righ statue of JawaharlalNehru in the
{ational College Higher Secondary
ichool was blasted to smithereens by
time bomb in the early hours of 21

{ovember, 1989, the night of 2l l(ay
ritnessed the ghastly assassination of
lajiv Candhi. Srirangam, closely asso-
iated with Sriperumbudur because of
re Vaishnava luminary Ramanuja,
ras literally thunderstuck. The temple
rwn woke up on 22nd morning to
ee that the DMK's flags and posters
nd flagpoles had been systematically
lestroyed. Throughout the day, peo-
,le took out silent processions to
nark their sorrow in a dignified man-
rer. It took more than a fortnight for
re gloom to withdraw, but by then the
lection day (in spite of the postpone-
nent) had drawn very close.
ln the post-assassination phase,

lere was a singular absence of blar-
rg mikes. There were no public mee-
ngs. Occasionally a convoy of cars
rould move in slow-motion exhibiting
re candidate and the canvassers with
rlded hands. The BJP candidate went
r an open jeep, all alone. The public
/as following the newspaper and
umour-mills anxiously. The state-
nents of leaders like Vazhappadi
lamamurthi, Subramaniam Swamy
nd P. Chidambaram implicating the
)MK in the LTTE killing of Rajiv were
,roducing the required effect. Karuna-
rdhi protested to no avail. The
-orri;ress-l and AIADMK were deter-
nined to F)ursue tl-re gory advantage
rnd they r.rotrlcl not be silenced.

lhere was defirritely a fear of vio-
.1',r-c hrrt rh^ r-r,ral rrnllinn OasSed nf
reaceluliy. i\ul-os i-rlre<i arouitd wliri
-Pi(/vi) fiags and ireipeti voters to [.lav-
'l to tire bootlrs. fhe ,-larlarrded por-
iaits cf Rajiv Candl-ri were placed al

strategic points. NoboCy seemed to
mind anything rnuch. L Adaikkalaraj
had polled 1500 votes less than in
198_9, TKR's tally had gone down by
50,t)00 votes. The newcomer, BJp,
received 13,000 votes though the can-
didate, Mr. Parthasarathv lost his
deposit. The ballot pap"i had been
quite big what with a print-out of
Hand, 0mbrella, Coconut palm, Whis-
tle, Pot, Jeep, Violin, Farmer-Plough,
Lotus, Axe, TV-set and Hammer-
sickle-star. But apparently there was
no confusion in the mind of the voter.

Ballot Paper or Bed-sheet?
In any case, Tiruchi District had dis-

played its electoral maturity very well.
It was here that the notorious
Aravankuruchi-challenge had mate-
rialised and for weeks we had dis-
cussed the 249-symbol ballot-paper.
The fuavankuruchi Assembly seg-
ment received special security atten-
tion with two DSPs, five inspectors,
five sub-inspectors, fifty police consta-
bles and one hundred constables who
were to be on the alert round the clock
while everyone of the 20i poll stations
was given a "special folding polling
officer" to help the speedy entry of the
ballot-bedsheet into the extra-large
ballot box. But this completely rural
constituency rose to the challenge
magnificently and gave a convincing
victory margin to the AIADMK candi-
date.

For Srirangam assembly, the
choice was simple. A brief ballot paper
with Two Leaves, Wheel, Lotus, Apple,
Cycle and Elephant. The seat held by
the Janata Dal was wrested by K.P.
Krishnan with a comfortable margin
of 52,000 votes. The temple city gave
only 2305 votes to the Mandir-builder
BJP. When by noon next day, the
crackers began bursting, everyone
knew that Tiruchi's Hand and Sriran-
gam's Two leaves had won. There was
no need to ask for confirmation. All of
us went about our work with noncha-
lant ease. It was only on the morning
of the 17th that the total rout of the
D&lK was revealed. The people of
Tamil Nadu will take sometime tc
absorb this Big Change but right now,
there is a feeling that tlre state has irr
sorne way expiated lhe assassirratiorr
of Raiiv hv frrlfillinrr lris last wisil al
Al,.\iJl?ll\ gUVCI i rf llel lt I tc.rctCiJ rJy J.i\ct -

lalrtha ruling from Fort St. Ceoige.

DR. PREMA NAND,q.KOIVLS.R is an atrthar nnj
journalist.
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The Regime of permits,
licences, quotas and controls
must disappear like an ugly

dream and we must get baik to
the old _frtt economy which the
Couernment gaue up in -fouour
of the slogan of socfalism, The
recouery of this recent past is the
most effrttiue way to assure our

future.
Rujaji

Su,ara.iya, Scpt. 1ti, 1965
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3f FneedCIm mmd Restraint
M. Varma

:i sut'\'ive as u llirlic,ii ii,'ifll 
';iigirlhT 

nnd i,^reii-freling we must strik*.:,:i;i ,-:rid chop off the te;.itercles
rf sociolism. This Morxion inheritonce hos brought poverty onci misery, not to mention terrns like
'pulrlic sector' oncl 'stote ownership'which ore reolly euphemisms for inetfective, cosilv ond

oppressive monopoly

ln the early fifties I had occasion to
nvite a former Shankaracharya of
)uri, who happened to be in town. to
ny Post-Craduate College of Educa-
ion. I was told that he was a Senior
Vrangler of Cambridge rvho had
lemonstrated to a select gathering of
natlrematicians and scientists some
hort-cut formulae for fast calcula-
,,:ns contained in old Sanskrit texts
vhich, when compared witlr compute-
ised results, were found correct. The
rudience consisted of advanced
;cholars of Education and local gov-
]rnment officials. He began in fluent
:nglish with a story from the Sanskrit
:lassic 'Kadambari'. ln the story the
>rincess kept a singing bird. But the
rird does not sing; so the princess
:hides the bird telling her that she was
>rotected from predators and inclem-
:nt weather, fed delicacies and lived in
t 'golden cage' and yet remained
;ilent and glum. The bird replied: "But
rrincess 'the goldenness' of the cage
loes not teike awa;r from the 'r-ag--
tess' of the cagel"

As a boy of h'relve I too had a curi-
rus experience with a dove I had man-
lged to entrap. I put it in a wire cage
rnd put some fruits and sweets for her
o eat. On returninq from school I

vent to see how my captive was doing
,nd was aghast to find her head and
>eal< all bloody ancl tlrc.' dc-,vc feebly
;trikirrq her beak aqainst thi: spaces
letween the u,ir-es of the caqe, and the
rod ieft untoucireci. ilr slrr:er rr)rr)orse
5,.1 froo +ha lairrl 1q,l ! ,.nr rl.l qnnso ii.

1)y ir-r tal<ri rc1 i,-i lis r\/ln!JS. i nese tr,vci

:pisodes in n ry life Laugirt rr re iirai tlre
.trge to freeclorrt is <:orrrrricirrtc, ail liv-
ng creatures; and that life and free-

dom are inseparable.

Freedom is Not Absolute
That freedom is not absolute was

brought home to me by Dr. Janvier
the old missionary Principal of my
College. in the first assmebly compris-
ing the staff and students he gave us
his first pep-talk. On the stage in a
semi-circle sat the staff, and Dr. Jan-
vier who stood at one end began walk-
ing straight towards the other end with
his fist clenched and forehand folding
and stretching in turns until he came
to the teacher sitting at the other end
of the semi-circle. His fist touched his
teacher's nose. Then the old man (so
old, he had even taught my father)
turning to us sitting below the stage
said: "Now, my young friends, note
carefully that my freedom ends where
his nose begins. So do enjoy your
freedom in this College but do not
overstep the limits lest you infringe
on another's freedom".

I mvself am now past 80 but have
not forgotten these two lessons I learnt
early in life. Only today, I see their rel-
evance and how our lives have been
made miserable because our men of
public affairs driven by primitive
impulses, which ought to belong to
the law oi the jungle but disguised as
ideologies, try systematically to side-
step these basic truths of life: that free-
dom is our birthriqht and it enCs
witere the olher rnan's nose beqirts.

lVe lruttratls dfe d grcqdilr.)us sli(:
r'ir,,: artrJ at soryre tir-rre irr the rerrrol,.,
pct5i, c i '-)rr9l r cll lu r ccluy Lliyl)riJ; , 1,,,

labour rnust have taken place. A ciass
of people tooi< upon themselves the
task of managing and ordering the

social life of the communig. This
primitive organisation with someone
at its head was the beginning of the
State - the head becoming the first
ruler known as king ol monarch.
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) fore-
cast the likely growth of this institution
of the 'State' personified by the king,
culminating into a'Leuiathan' a mon-
strous creature, hampering our free-
doms on all sides in its endless coils.
But the natural urge for freedom
remained and was tersely expressed in
the familiar adage: "That government
is best which governs the least".

State Oppression
With kingdoms expanding and

power concentrating in the hands of
the few, common people found their
freedom increasingly curtailed and the
arrangement oppressive and exploit-
ative. Resistance to oppression by the
State is as old as history but the
moclern-day democratic State had its
beSinning in EnglanC in the I 5il-r cen
tury when they cut off the neaci ol'
Charles l. Rousseau (17l2-78)
reminded the French of the original
purpose of the "Social Contract"
(which ought to govern the relations
between the ruler and the ruled) and
prepared the way for the beheadirrg of
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinet.te with
th: help of a contraption inrrerrled blr a
Dr. Ctrillctirre, to f;rcilit.rtt: thc work,
iltere trerrrc'1 rnarrv iieads of t,iitr irubilitr,
iu Ur: ttUt. i:t.tll iitii..i, ;:i riLrS-i{-:. ;:ie l-jui

"i 
tr'.viiis s,t tl)ie( ti:t(j ii rrt ir.t.,:;jior r Cr'.iit

ijr i(i l,l rt-r \-1,{-11 lr ri, ,. : ,i ir, .',r., ,,.. r: !\-lL

i ;i<:nt. l-l tese v.,crc ::vrn Lrol i'.. :-.at: rif ices
of rclatively ltarnrl':ss tnen and tvr;tn-
err. Poor Marie really believecl, sincc



she knew nothing of the.life of the
common Parisian, .that the nearest
patisserie had run out of bread, but
may have some pastry left.

ln the course of these developments
of human society, the lndustrial Revo-
lution in England in the late 18th cen-
tury produced conditions under which
an obviously unjust polarization took
place between the capitalists and the
workers. The poet Shelley, for instance,
called Birmingham, a "hell-hole" and
Charles Dickens wrote a novel entitled
Hard Times to describe the misery of
the workers. This ethos also produced
Kad Max (1818-83) a German Jew,
thinker and theoretician: He let his
intellect run riot and painted a fanciful
picture of the future of human society if
it followed the recipe he proposed to
bring about an ideal human society
where the people (his 'proletariat')
would rule themselves and the oppres-
sive'machine called the State would
simply vanish.

The Bolsheviks
The Bolsheviks took him seriously

and Lenin actually sought to imple-
ment iL Stalin and the Communist Par-

ty of the Soviet Union (CPSU) soon
proved how wrong Max was. For the
regime of the CPSU far exceeded in' oppression anything done under the
Czars. lt was supposed to be the rule of
the proletariat but under it the people
suffered the most. Freedom was com-
pletely lost and economic hardships
multiplied.

Basically communism was an eco-
nomic programme of transfer of social
wealth to the people and the termina-
tion of capitalism. The steps taken by
Stalin to implement Marxism were ter-
rible, Iike the liquidation of his oppo-
nents and the wholesale massacre of
millions of farmers.

The Fabian Socialists
The British who were a conservative

people, after beheading one King,
brought back another in remorse and
gave the institution of monarchy a new
role. They swore by constitutional
change and invented a new moderate
variation of Maxism giving it the name
'Fabian Socialism' after the Roman
Consul Fabius. The Fabian Society in
England professing this school of
thought became very fashionable and

' ) .: ii,i3*'
t:

even the great dramatist Ceorge Ber-
nard Shaw succumbed to its allure, to
say nothing of a young tiro like our own '

Jawaharlal Nehru then studying in
England in a Public School. Being at
an impressionable age he imbibed the
culture of 'Public Schools' that werb
anything but public, but had also, as a
'fag' of British bulliesi experienced the
seamy side of class difference. He too,
like Marx, was a man of ideas given to
building castles in the air, and fell for
Fabian Socialism as a saviour of the
underdog. On his return to lndia he
joined Gandhiji's movement for free-
dom, but his economic ideas were .

poles apart from that of his Guru. He
despised the Charkha (spinning
wheel) except as a symbol and looked
fonpard to a highly industrialiseci free
lndia where the proletariat owned the
means of production.

Gandhi 6 Nehru
But lndia was largely an agricultural

country run on primitive lines, and his
panacea did not apply to it Gandhiji
had provided the Charkha to the vil-
lager who could gainfully employ him-
self during the long spells of idleness.
He advocated cottage industry and

Oualily. ll's something we don'l have lo
lalk aboul much. Al Bharal Billee our
products speak eloquenlly lor us. And
so do our cuslomers. Because lor lorty
years norv lhe Bharal Bijlee name has
spelt qualily. Be il in lranslormers.
motors or lills.

Let's lalk eboul lranslonners. Our
range is one thal's won wide approval
lrom some very demanding cuslomers.
And we're alwrys lookirg for
ima"trw rais loe'lhance lhe range.

Bharat Bijlee motors loo have made
lheir mark. As is amply borne out by the

lacl|ha|60,000 molors leave our
laclory every year.

ln lills, we've moved up rather lasl.
And wilh our lechnical collaboralion
wilh Schindler ol Swilzerland we're all
set lo move even higher.

We have recently ventured inlo a new
lield - lumkey eleclrilication proiects
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thal's earning us a name in lhe lield.

Our aclivities are dwerse. Yel they all
have one thing in common. Oualily
Ol an uncommon kind.
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nade handloom weaving fashionable.
lhe millowrrer was regarded as an
:xploiter.

ln Europe, developments in tecirnol-
rgy had revolutionised methocis of
>roduction and the Labour Party in the
l.K. had grown into a political force
:ompletely changing the status of the
vork-force in industry. ln fact P/arr
'r'td bcen oLltqro!.1,t1 rL,ilhll I cl cc/tlrr/'q.
ut Nehru in lndia remained stuck in

he old groove of Socialism which he
aised to the level of a shibboleth, a
nagic hrantra', so much so that it got
nto our national rubric. Most of our rel-
:tively uneducated public men adopt-
:d the term as a badge of respectability
vithout understandinq what it implied
n practical terms. Bernard Shaw on
he other hand saw what lay ahead and
;ounded the warning: "Socialism does
rot mean that the passengers drive the
rain". This warning was either ignored
rr not understood by Nehru and his
ollowers as the passengers soon took
>ver the lndian train with the adoption
:f Nehru's 'Socialist Pattern of Society'.

But the ghost of the old codger Hob-
)es was not to be exorcised, and so the
itate, ostensibly organised to serve the
rcople, grew into the Leviathan he had
>redicted. The Minister who is sup-
>osed to minister to the needs of the
proletariat' (to exhume Marx who
regan it all) ensures fulfilment of his
)wn needs first. ln Russia where

lueues are the normal feature of buy-
ng daily necessities, the Comrnissar

lets his rations tied in a parcel at
rome, being busyseruing the proletar-
at, his masters. ln lndia we replaced
.he maharajahs, the zamindars and the
:apitalists with Socialist 'VlPs', when
vlarxism was supposed to level all dif-
erences, abolish classes and equ.llizer
lll people. Thr-rs, just as nature abhors
l vacuum it is also proven that nature
rbhors equality. What has happened is

>nly a change in the designations. The
/lPs of today have replaced the nraha-
'ajas of yore.

fhe Queues under Socialism
But whv the queues? And that too rn

?ussia, tht r-rtopia 'rf Marr's tJrearrl.
!]arx ,,lir.l 11,11 f, 1rrl,, ,rrl{)t!,ll} lt,t"r,tt)
.,sychol'r,ty. Wlrcrr tltt' rrtoan:; nt l.rrr

.ttl

sltoL.rlrl anyi,o<lv irotttt't a[lttr-rt tltelrrJ lt

rs tlre olcl <lodt;e: sot'ne()rte wtll do tt scr

"vhy' shorrlrl lr J hc s.r<:ialist rvtrrl<t't

works [oi lris warics, wltic:lr sc.,ctitlisrtr

safeguards and which are his share of
the profits, so he can idle. Socialism
has taken away the incentive to prod-
uce better and more. The modern
indr,rstrial order nrakes it palpably
clear to every worker in a vast plant
that he has. under law, a legitimate
share in the profits he helps the estab-
lishment to make. He thus has the
incentive to work well. Socialism kills
that incentive, and work suffers.

The socialist Leviathan cripples
society in anotlrer significant rnanner.
Its myriad tentacles control everything
in an individual's life. Under socialism
personal freedom is cribbed, confined
and people are covertly encouraged to
break the web of rules observing C.B.
Shaw's 'Tenth Commandment'.
"Thou shall not be found out". Rajaji,
who founded the Swatantra Party very
aptly described Nehru's socialism as
'Licence Permit Quota Raj'. Such a
R41 provided the socialist State with
more talons to hurt the economy and
kill competitive marketing.

Human society is a natural living
organism. Like our own body it has
natural means of correcting the imbal-
ances of supply and demand. When
the State interferes with these natural
functions you get shortages and price
hikes and queues. The Russian econ-
omy is in the doldrums because it
took Marx seriously. Tire economy of
the 0SA is flourishing because its
Leviathan was kept in chains except
when it faced other nations. Thus
when the USSR was irnporting grain
from the USA, and shoes from lndia,
the black maid doing my room in
Washington had a W at home and
came to work in a car. At a nearby res-
taurant when I was served a huge pork
chop I asked tlre waiter il I could not
have a half-portion. His reply was
revealing. He said: "Sir, we have so
much food in this country, if you do
not eat it wnat shall we do with it?"

Jawaharlal's nostrum of socialism is
dear to our elected representatives
because it helps them make a fast
buck in a short tirne. while the com-
rnorl rnan suf fers slrr-lrtaqes, irrflation
arrrl blzrck-nr.-rrketir)q. A lree econornv
artil arr ()l)on marl(ct wil! depri','r: them
of the.rr Vll-'st;rtus arrd rccltrr:e them to
r!,. 1,-,,,,r1 ,\{ +l-," -,r.')1.'l"ri;:t ltrr.,; r.!:-rir1. 1,.

servc. iltt-t1rc.ttlcl lrraty litt,r lr)rlt<rtt i-reo-
trle wrli slral.le <-l[[ Llic sit-r;ri-rr irrto wlti<-lr
i'it'i r r t r's sor ii't list t t I t.ts clt t.rqcled us .tttcl
<1iriw irrto a rt:ollv trt't,' 1.,r'clplt' where a

decent standard of life is no longer a
distant dream.

Our democracy has been
debauched by underserving people
getting elected for personal gain. ln a
democracy run by morally upriglrt
parties the steel frame of the bureauc-
racv ani:i day to day governance
rerriain stable despite changes of par-
tres in power. Not so wi'th us now. The
trend was set by Mrs. lndira Candhi
who had no idea of hor,v a dernocracy
should work. Like an untutored wom-
an chasing power she suborned not
only the bureaucracy but tried to influ-
ence even the judiciary. She created
Cestapo-like institutions for political
purposes, and laws which gave her
arbitrary powers of life an dejath over
the very people who had put her in
power. Nationalisation of banks and
abolition of privy purses were her idea
of Socialism, and the declaration of a

false 'Emergency', when her election
was set aside by a court, were the ulti-
mate reaches of her autocracy as bad
as any absolute monarchy or dictator-
ship. In the aftermath of Mrs. Candhi's
style of governance we now have a
clique of political operators, a corrupt
bureaucracy, and corrupt big business
which is playing hell with our econo-
my.

ln short, the result of Marx's dream
is that the State, instead of vanishing,
lras grown into the Leviathan, Hobbes
warned us about. But even for the
srnallest creature freedonr comes first
(as my captive dove showed) and
therefore to survive as a nation with
dignity and well-being we must strike
out and chop off the tentacles of
socialism. This Marxian inheritance
has brought poverty and misen,. not
to nrentiotr ter..ns iilie 'piri-riicr :-,t,ri\)r
and 'state ownership'. wlrich are reallv
euphemisms for an inefficient, costir/
and oppressive rnonopoly. I have been
both a sad spectator and a victirn of
the Marxian prescription. The com-
munist States in East Europe have
rejected socialism lock stock and bar-
rel. What Are we waiting for?

PRO['. M. VAIiMA is a retiteri l]rofessor oi
Frirrr:ation and forrler Vice Chancellr,rr ol tlre
(irrrakhJrrr, and .l;rnrnrrr (lniversities

lhose wh() cxl)e(li lr., rr-'(J[) iite i-rivs'rtlrt' '-.'i

lteeoorl t. tt tusl iti<c il rirr l. ui )iiL'iiJ.) ;i rr;
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Burma - "A Country in Prison" Shirin Panthaki

\ung Son Suu Kyi remoins in detention. ln her determinotion ond dedicotion to the struggle for
er country's freedomAung Son Suu hos mode o greot pgrsonolsocrifice. lt is encourojiig thot

ln July'9'l sh'e willbe oworded fhe Europeon bommunity's sokhorov prize for Freedom

Burma (renamed Myanmar)
rchieved its lndependence on 4 Janu-
rry 1948. The man who had led Bur-
na's struggle for freedom, General
\ung San, and who, as leader of the
rcwly independent Burmese nation,
vould have govemed it on the basis of
r democratic framework, was assas-
iinated just a few months before lnde-
rcndence. His assassination had
lisastrous implications for the stability
f the new country. Aung San has
ilnce become a powerful s,ymbol of
Jurma's freedom. And now, his
laughter Aung San Suu Kyi has cour-
geously taken up the stnrggle to free
]urma from military dictatorship.

ln 1962, General t'le Wtn overthrew
he elected government and estab-
ished a one party state under his 'Bur-
nese Socialist Programme Parly'. For
l6-years, Ne Win's military dictator-
,hip ran a ruthless regime of intimida-
ion and severe repression.
tepeatedly, toops broke up demon-
,tratjons by firing directly into the
:rowds with intent to kill, and many
ye-witness accounts have attested to
he use of torture.
'hc People Revolt
ln August 1988, after suffering in

,ilence for 26 years, the Burmese peo-
rle demanded basic human rights.
ipontaneous demonstrations grew
1to a genuine widespread popular
novement all over the country, as
housands upon thousands met and
narched. These demonstrations
rrought on the wrath of the military on
rnarmed, innocent people. Night
aids and arrests began. Those arrest-
rd were subjected to beatings and tor-
ure; women were raped. Nearly 5,000
reople were killed by riot police. The
roops even fired on the Rangoon
ieneral Hospital.

Events in Burma have been over-
hadowed by developments to the
rorth in China and in Tibet. Both in

China and Tibet, brutal methods were
resorted to silence the opposition.

ln Burma however the situation is
different at least in one fundamental
respect. There has emerged a leader
advocating non-violent methods, who
commands widespread admiration
and support - Aung San Suu Kyi.
She is deepty committed to establish-
ing national unity through the restora-
tion of democracy.

Revolt Euppressed
Aung San Suu Kyi's intervention

began after the military crackdown in
August 1988. ln an open letter to the
govemment she propoied that a Con-
sultative Commitee composed of
repected independent perrcns, be
formed to steer the country towards
muhi-parg elections. This, unfortu-
nately, brought no positive response
from the government. lnstead, on 18
September a Military Council, the
SLORC (State Law and Order Resto-
ration Council) was set up to rule the
country. Under this Military Council, all
existing judicial institutions were abol-

LIBERAI INTERNATIONAT
RESOIT'TION ON BURMA

lhls Congress ol th€ Liberol lnlernotionol:
opplouds lhe greol couroge ot lhe Burmese people in lhek protrocled struggle for
humon dghls ond politicol llbedy - lhe couroge lhol led them lo vote ogolnsl
r€presslve mllllorlsm ln lhe elecllons ln Moy '1990 whlch resulted ln o londsllde vlclory
lor lhe Nollonol Loogue lor Democrocy;
cornm€nds Aung Son tuu Xyl. lh€ tounder ol the Nollonol leogue lor Democrocy,
lor het couroge, delemlnotion ond dedicollon ln l€oding the slrqgle tor her coun-
Wo lreeclom, ond nfio, desp[e lh€ mossive $/pporl ond conficlence ot lhe Bu]-
mer people, sllll conllnues lo be held und€r delenilon by lhe mllllory oulhorlfio3;
colls upon oll member porlles of the Llberol lnlemollonol lo percuoclo lh€lr govern-
menh lo urgo th€ milltory oulhorilies ln Burrilo lo:
releose lmmediolely ond uncondilionolly Aung Son Suu Kyi ond oll olh€r poliltcol
delolnees;
recognlse ond implemenl lhe overwhelming eleclorol mondol€ ol lh€ Burmese
people;
enlel lnlo o meoningtul diologue oimed ol o speedy konsler ol power lo lhe
Notionol Leogue lor Democrocy.
Moved by Ms. Shirin Ponthokl on beholt ol lh€ lndion Liberql Group ond odopted
unonimously ol lhe Congress held ln Helsinki in Octobellfi).

ished, meetings of more than 4 per-
sons were banned, the power of arrest
and sentence without trial was reafir-
med, and summary executions were
carried out.

On24 September 1988, the Nation-
al League for'Democracy (NLD) was
formed under the leadership of Aung
San Suu Kyi. lt rapidly became the
largest opposition party. Aung San Suu
Kyi appealed to the Onited Nations to
condemn the mili0ary violence against
unarmed Burmese civilians including
children and Buddhist monks.

July 19 is Marq6's Day in Burma, in
memory of the assassination of Gener-
al Aung Sun in 1947. On July 19,
1989, the NLD planned a people's
march from all over Rangoon to lay
wreaths at Aung San's memorial. The
SLORC was determined to pr6vent this
demonstration of loyalty and respect
for the mart1rred leader. Several thou-
sand additional troops were deployed
in Rangoon, and a dawn to dusk cur-
few ordered. The NLD decided to can-
cel its march for fear of bloodshed that

tet.il::,.4r::vJ ,x t:r .r, j
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would certainly follow, and asked its
people to stay indoors. Aung San Suu
Kyi said "We have no intention of lead-
ing our people straight into a killing
field."

Aung San Sun Kyi's Courage

The following day she tried to leave
her home to pay a private visit to her
father's memorial, but was prevented
from doing so, and forced back. This
was the start of her house arrest - now
in its 22nd month. Telephones and all
other means of communication were
cut; letters sent to her strictly censored;
and she was allowed limited access
only to immediate family members.

Aung San Suu Kyi responded with
great courage to her plight. When she
heard of the imprisonment of the NLD
Executive Committee and of her sup-
porters, she began a hunger strike
which lasted 12 days. She ended her
hunger strike only after she received
solemn assurances from the Military

Freetlorn I ir sl -JJ

Council that her supporters would not
be subject to inhuman intenogation
and torture. Aung San Suu Kyi's hun-
ger strike has been described as 'the
most serious challenge the Burmese
military government has faced'.

Although support from the interna-
tional community for the pro-
democracy movement has been sadly
lacking, foreign governments have at
least stopped giving aid to .Burma's
military government because of its
human rights record. This did put pres-
sure on General Ne Win to call national
elections. The date set was 27 May,
1990. But with the country continuing
to be in the grip of martiol law, free and
fair elections could hardly be hoped
for: meetings of more than 4 persons
were still banned;'aha talkirlg td jour-
nalists was (and is still) strictly forbid-
den; foreign visitors were (and still are)
denied Entry Visas.

",',r..;'iif$l{i

The NLD Sweeps the Polls
When the elections came on 27 May,

despite allthe obstacles and difficulties
that the military government put in the
path of the National League for
Democracy, and despite the fact that
the political parties were virtually pre-
vented from running even the simplest
form of an election campaign,.the NDL
won a landslide victory, sreeping the
polls with over 80% of the votes. Of the
485 seats, the NDL won 396.

Yet, despite this massive mandate
from the Burmese people, the military
government refused to accept the ver-
dict and has refused to relinquish
power, and continues to rule the
country under marital law. Aung San
Suu Kyi remains in detention. ln her
determination and dedication to the
struggle for her nation's freedom,
Aung San Sun Kyi has made a great
personal sacrifice. Not only is she liv-
ing under house arrest, but has to
endure separation from her husband
and two sons. Moreover, she remains
in very real personal danger with hos-
tile army personnel encamped in and
around her own home.

Meanwhile it is encouraging that
next month (July'91) Aung San Sun
Kyi will be awarded the EuroPean
Community's Sakharov Prize for Free'
dom.

MS SHIRIN PANTHAKI is a liberal activist and

member of the lndian Liberal GrouP

A Country in Prison
Govemments routinely deal with dic-

tators who claim to represent their peo-
ple, and whose claim cannot be flatly
contradicted because they have sup-
pressed all avenues of dissenL Should
they also deal with a dictatorship which
has been unequivocally rejected at the
polls by 82 per cent of its electorate?
That vote, exactly a year ago, makes
Burma unique: the odious State Law
and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC), which at the time conceded
defeat and promised a swift handover
of power, is plainly illegal.

After initially accepting the verdict,
the SLORC has systematically
destroyed not only the result, but the
forces behind it A quarter of the
elected MPs are in prison, in exile, or
have disappeared. Some 500 League
officials have been jailed. last Novem-
ber, the rump of its leadership was
forced to sign an agreement effectively
nullifoing the election. lt gives the army
sole right to draft a new constitution
before handing over. ln December, the
League was outlawed.

Since 1988, Westem govemments
have suspended aid to Burma, but the
SLORC has found ways to finance its
repression, and not only through
booming opium exports. Thai logging
companies have been sold enormous

concessions in Burma's hitherto well
managed teak forests, containing four-
fifths of the world's remaining teak,
which could now be stripped within five
years. Westem companies continue to
sign trade and investment contracts in
Burma, paying over'signature" money
which further enriches the SLORC's
coffers. While ordinary Burmese get
even poorer, such deals are paying to
expand the army from 200,000 to a
planned 500,000 and to buy 1600 mil-
lion worth of arms from China.

Burma suryves thanks to these for-
eign deals. The West should not stand
by until the next inevitable, explosion of
an imprisoned people. Companies
dealing with Burma should be made
ineligible for export credits. The West
should press the Thai government to
end the teak trade and, meantme, boy-
cot teak imports from Thailand (which
has almost none left of its own) on envi-
ronmental grounds. At the Onited
Nations, the West should call for a
global embargo on arms sales to Bur-
ma. Such pressures cannot be decisive,
but could yet split the army, whose
troops voted massively for the League
a year ago. Burma's democracy-in-
waiting should at last be given decisive
international support

The Times (London) lvlay 28, '91.

Aung San Suu Kyi



Edmund Burke
The Philosopher of Conservatism

G.N. Sarma

Though the conservotive, liberol ond moderote phose of lndion thought ond pol1ics hos been
overshodowed by o more strident ond rodicol turn of mind, moderoti-on remoins o silent force

still of work, copoble of worning us ogoinst doctrinnoire tyronny ond thoughless politicol
enthusiosm

Burke's Reflections on the French Rev-
olution was written ocactlg 200 gears
ago. Freedom First fhought it appropriate
to haue a bicentennial assessrn ent of this
impoftant classic uhich is as releuant
todaA as it was when publbhed.

- Ed.

Two centuries have passed since
Edmund Burke wrote his celebrated
Reflections on the Rewfution in
France. Though the reflections were
occasioned by the stormy events which
started in France in 1789, their wisdom
transcends the historical contexl
Together with the slightly earlier
Speeches on American Taxation and
Conciliation, they have remained the
cream of conservative thought and
reflection.

It is well known that the lndian aspi-
ration for freedom and independence
was nurtured by contact with western
literature and learning. lt was an irony
cf history that the literature which was
cpened to the lndian mind was the 'lit-
srature of protest'; Burke's American
;peeches, On Libertg by J.S. Mill, to
mention only a few texts, stirred up new
hopes in a subject people and ultimate-
ty led to the unintended result of lndia's
freedom from the Empire.

Change must be Gradual
The first leaders of the lndian nation-

tlist movement were the representa-
:ives of this phase of our intellectual
lnd cultural contact with Britain. The
-"ssentially conservative lndian temper
'esponded with understanding and
;ympathy to the conservative British
node of thought and action. We must
rdd, however, that contrary to current

Edmund Burkc

prejudice, conservatism has never
been inimicalto change;it has insisted
that change is not to be radical, abrupt
and unsettling. lt is to be gradual and at
once progressive. Society must move
forward without losing liAks with its
past. As Justice Ranade wrote:

politics has been overshadowed by a
more strident and radical turn of mind
and action, moderation remains a
silent force still at work, capable of
warning us against doctrinnaire tyranny
and thoughtless political enthusiasm, if
only we would lend our ears to its gen-
tle voice. We may still say that, by and
large, the lndian mind remains lnhospi-
table to exFemism, especially of the
violent variety.

Central to.the understanding of Bur-
ke's philosophy of conservatism is his
view of Society and Polity. They are not
artefacts of the day but have grown
with man in an inseparable partnership.
They have a life of their own which
reaches back to a hoary past, encom-
passes the present and extends into an
infinite future. lndividuals, realand sig-
nificant though they are, are imperma-
nent and fleeting, compared to this

Freedom First 33

"The process. of growth is . organic, undying lvfole. The individual
always slow, where it nZs toUe i must live his own life, it is true, but has

sure' growth. Til Uu"i- nitui"" 1" ao so under its beneficient aegis.

naturaiVwanttostrortenthisfong :o,.i"ty' with its customs, traditions,
procesiintheirJesiretoactieuE habits and "prejudices" is a legacy

ihe work of a .eniurv in u J..ia". which we must preserve and pass on to
This temptation hai to be reiiit- Posterity. without irreligiously tamp-
ed, and in ttris r"rp".itn" t*"n- ering with.it-or damaging it in a mis-
ings of the evoftion- a""trin. placed zeal for radical reform.
have great force,. because they State and Society
teach that sr.Tl i:^:jTl1Yfl The idea that society and potity are
and organic, and must take slow the result of a contract was one of the
effect' in all parts of the orga- iiist poputar ideas of the time. lt hadnism"' an aniient pedigree and was generally

One can see how close this was to democratic in iti purport. lt meant thjt
the conservative, liberal and moderate lhe final authoriiy in all matters liesspirit. with society which itself was formed by

Though the conservative, liberal and a mutual compact of individuals. Soci-
moderate phase of lndian thought and ety delegated executive power to the



rnagistrate or head of state as a trust
for the sake of convenience. The
authority thus entrusted may be with-
drawn if the executive betrayed the
trust reposed in him and acted against
the interests of the community. The
withdrawal of the trust and the institu-
tion of a fresh executive authority could
be peaceful and bloodless as in the
English Revolution of 1688 or violent,
sanguinary and heartless as in the
French. Burke's complaint against the
revolutionaries of France was that they
looked upon the Social Contract in
entirely secular terms as a business
deal which could be annulled at the
whim of the parties. Minor contracts
and temporary agreements could, no
doubt, be easily and lightly altered or
dissolved, but not the historic and fun-
damental contract of society which
retained its sanctity for all time. ln a
profound passage in his Reftections,
Burke has spoken of it in romantic
tirms and invested it with a religious
and transmundane significance:

"Society is indeed a contracl
Subordinate contracG for objects of
mere occasional interest may be
dissolved at pleasure but the state
ought not to be considered nothing
better than a partnership agreement
in a trade of pepper or coffee, calico
or tobacco; or some other such low
concem, to be taken up for a little
temporary interest, and to be dis-
solved by the fancy of the parties.lt is
to be looked on with other rever-
ence; because it is not a partnership
in things subservient only to the
gross animal existence of a tempo-
rary and perishable nature. lt is a
paitnershiir in all 'sciences; a part-
nership in all art a partnership in
every virtue, and in all perfection. As
the ends of such a partnership can-
not be obtained in many genera-
tions, it becomes a partnership not
only between those who are living,
but between those who are lMng,
those who are dead, and those who
are to be born."

The Place of Religion
State and Society are thus invested

with a mystical significanee. What is
more, Burke traces their ultimate foun-
dation and source of reference, to the
will of the supreme creator. Religion in
its broad sense is not only the origin but
the unfailing support of civil society.

"We know, and wtrat is better we
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feel inwardly that religion is the basis
of civil society and the source of all
good and of all comfort."
Man is a religious animalas he is also

a political animal. The religious estab-
lishment' consecrates secular institu-
tions and by its support lends a
religious sanction to political obligation.
By its total dedication to the Supreme
Power and aloofness from worldly
ambitions it stands as an example of
secular authorities, of the high ideals of
service and sacrifice and to the humbler
ones in society it is a source of consola-
tion and hope. Burke's view of religion
is not restricted by any narrow creed. lt
emphasizes the universalitf of different
religions because of their common
soutce

"They (the English) would rever-
ently and affectionately protect all
religions, because they love and ven-
erate, the great principle upon which
they all agree and the great object to
which they are all directed."
But Burke emphasises that though

the ultimate origin of all institutions is
common, their area of operation in
practice is, and ought to be well demar-
cated. They may o<ert an unobstrusive
influenci on each olher but cannot
cross their respective province and
transgress their legitimate limits. A the-
ological politician is as much a curse as
a political theologian.

Reform and Revolution
From Burke's view of State and Soci-

ety his theory of reform and revolution
follow logically. Socieg or State 'are

never a clean slate on which anyone
can write as he will. No one can build
anew; he can only add to what has been
built up already, alter where alteration is
imperative without damaging the sym-
metry and grandeur of the historic
monument. Burke does not rule out the
necessity of reform; he indeed sanc-
tions reform when it is the only way of
protecting the core and essence of the
social and political structure; when, to
resist reform would be to invite revolu-
tion and disaster. A necessary and time-
ly concession to the demands of reform
can be an effective porphylactic agaihst
such an eventuality.

"A state without the means of
some change is without the means
of preservation.'
He emphasises that the two princi-

ples of "Conservation and Correction"
have guided the historic continuity of

the British constitution. He takes pride
in the English method of cautious and
preservative change "in what we
improve we are never wholly new; in
what we retain we are never wholly
obsolete." He points out further that'A
politic caution, a guarded circumspec-
tion, a moral rather than a complexional
timidity were among the ruling princi-
ples of our forefathers in their most
decided conduct"

It is otherwise with the revolutionar-
ies. They act on a prtori principles, with-
out allowing any consideration for the
vagaries of human nature and social
behaviour. ln their view the construction
of the polity is as simple and straightfor-
ward as the solution of a geometrical
problem. This is the defect of all politi-
cians who seek'to solve human prob-
lems in the spirit and style of
mathematicians. They would work with
abshactions without payrng any heed to
human feelings or human sufferings.
Such was the doctrine of Natural Rights

- "the grand magazine of offensive
weapons", "an effectual instrument of
despotism". lts abstract ferfection is its
practical defect; in proportion as it is:

metaphysically true, it is morally and
politically false. Burke was far from
denying or abridging the real rights of
man as member of a well regulated
community. Philosophical and specula-
tive claims to right can only result in
socialand politicaldisorder, in the "dis-
connection of the commonwealth into
the dust and powder of individuality."
Rights have their justification in virtue
and conscience and are proportioned
to intrinsic character, capacity, achieve-
ment and the just earnings of the indi-
vidual in Society. The talk of Natural
Rights; in the style of the French politi-
cians, can only inflame a mob, enable
them to score in an "auction of popular-
ity", and let loose a storm of anarchy, of
which they themselves would be the
first victims.

The true lawgiver is totally unlike the
revolutionaryJawma ker.

(He) "ought to have a heart full of
sensibility. He ought to love and
respect his kind, and to fear himself.
It may be allowed to his tempera-
ment to catch his ultimate object
with an intuitive glance; but his
movements towards it ought to be
deliberate. Political arrangement, as
it'is a work for social ends, is to be
only wrought by social means.
There, mind must conspire with



mind. Time is required to produce all
the good we aim at. Our patience will
achieve more than our force."

he Right to Resist
Another important question with
hich Burke was concerned was the
;ht to resist and the right to revolu-
>n. His answer is cautious, qualified
td bordering on the negative. This fol-
ws from his exalted view of the State
; a sacred and eternal contract. The
nited wisdom of the indMdual ought
rt to challenge the superior and age-
d wisdom of the state. The individual
ust hesitate in humility lest in his
rpatience with a particular grievance
: should raze down a whole ancient
lifice. He should act in the spirit of a
re conservative who would perforce
lncede a change in the larger inter-
ts of stability. The preservation of
der is of the utmost importance.

"The speculative line of demarca-
tion, where obedience ought to end,
and resistance must begin, is faint,
obscure, and not easily definable. lt
is not a single act, or a single event,
which determines it. Governments
must be abused and deranged
indeed, before it can be thought of;
and the prospect of the future must
be as bad as the experience of the
past. When things are in that lamen.
table condition, the nature of the dis-
ease is to indicate the remedy to
those whom nature has qualified to
administer in extremities this critical,
ambiguous, bitter portion to a dis-
tempered State. Times and occa-
sions, and provocations, will teach
their own lessons. The wise will
determine from the gravity of the
case; the irritable from sensibility to
oppression; the high-minded from
disdain and indignation at abusive
power in unworthy hands; the brave
and bold from the love of honoura-
ble danger in a generous cause; but
with or without right, a revolution will
be the very last resource of the
thinking and the good."
Resistance and Revolution, he said,
Ey be the extreme medicine of the
nstitution but not its daily bread. The
:lts of the state must be approached,
e the wounds of a parent, "with pious
'e and trembling solicitude.r'
volutions End in Despotism
What is most remarkable in Burke's
:flections is that he could visualise

Burke's Reflections
r People lvlll not look lomord to poslerlty, who never look bockword lo th€lr onceslors.* 8ul. whol ls llberty wllhoul wlsdom, oncl'w[hout vtrtuez ti I ifrJ gilotesi bi o1 postbte

evlls: lor ll ls folly, vice, ond modness, wlthoul tuillon or rgslrolntr B€lieve m€, Sir, lhose, who otiempl lo level, never equolize.r There ls no quoliticollon for government, bui vlrlue oni wlsdom, ocluol or presumpllv€.* 
_EveMhing oughl lo be open: bul nol lnclltferenlly lo everymon.* The plunder ot lhe tew would indeed give o shore unconcelvobly smoll ln lhe dlstrlbu-
llon to lhe mony. Builhe mony ore noi copobre of moklng this cblculoilon; ono r,ose
rvho leod lhem lo lopine, never inlend lhli dishibullon.* Polilicol reoson is o computingprinciple; octding, subhocting, mulliplying, oncl divlding,
morolly.ond nol meto-physicoily or mothemollioily, hue m6rol o6rdrminorioni.* crlminql needs once roleroted ore soon pretened... Jusldlng pe;i;v'ono'muioe, rorpublic benefil, pubtic beneff would soon become lhe pretefidnA #fEy ono murOer
lhe end.

* The orgumenls of tyronny ore os contemplible os lts force ls dreodtul.* Equol neglecl is not importiol kindness. The species of benevolence, whlch odses tromconlempl, is no true chorlty.r A d.lsposilion lo preserve, ond on obility lo improve, token together, would be my slond-
ord ol o slolesmon.

I He lhol wreslles wilh us shengthens our nerves, ond sho.p€ns our sklll. Our onlogonisl is
our helper.

* By hoting vlces loo much, they come to love men loo lilfle.* Il"y,yno deslroy ev€ry lhlng cerloinly wlll remow some grievonce.* ll lswllhlhe greotesl difticulvlhol I om oble to s€porole poiicy ot clvlt society; ond ony
emlnenl deporlure fiom ll under ony clrcumslonces,.llei undilr nrl suiprcioi'oi oelnri
no policy ol oll.

the culmination of the Revolution in the
dictatorship of Napoleon, even in the
initial stages of the event.

"ln the weakness of one kind of
authority, and in the fluctuation of
all, the officers of the army will
remain for some time mutinuous
and full of faction, until some popu-
lar general, who understands the art
of conciliating the soldiery, and who
possesses the true spirit of com-
mand, shall draw the eyes of all men
upon himself: Armies will obey him
on his personal account. There is no
other way of securing military obedi-
ence in this state of things. But the
moment in which that event shall
happen, the person who really com-
mands the army is your master; and
the master (that is little) of your kng,
the master of your assembly, the
master of your whole republic."
The French Revolution came fullcir-

cle with the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte
and ended in military despotism. Vio-
lent revolutions, almost without excep-
tion, have ended in disillusionment.
They have usually meant the replace-
ment of one tyranny by another, inter-
spersed with "monstrous and
tragi-comic" scenes..lt is given to very
few communities to enjoy the blessingi
of uninterrupted freedom and constitu-
tionalism; they must move alternately

between Revolution and Reaction.
Recent events in the communist
regimes all over have been rocked by
popular resistance and have yielded to
popular demands in a remarkable
degree, though the Chinese regime
has proved more stubborn and resist-
ant. As Hannah Arendt has pointed out,
it is now outdated to continue to speak
in stereotypes such as conservative
and liberal, revolutionary and reaction-
ary. She writes:

"To be sure these opposites have
their origin, and ultimately their justi-
fication, in the revolutionary experi-
ence as a whole but the point of the
matter is that in the act of founda-
tion they were not primarily exclu-
sive opposites but two sides of the
same event, and it was only after the
revolutions had come to their end, in
success or defeat, that they parted
company, solidified into ideologies,
and began to oppose each other."
Burke's fears and overheated decla-

mations, romantic visions and mystcal
utterances, may not suit the modern
taste but his ideas and insights can
always provide an indispensable back-
ground to any consideration of the
basic issues of national and interna-
tional politics.

PROF. G.N. SARfiA, Professor of Polltlcal Sci-
ences (Retd.) Marathwada Oniverdty, Auranga-
bad.
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The growing strengthr of

E*pire Industries
Ernpire in Machine Tools:

Empire in Cranes:
The Garlick Engineering
division, in collaboration
with Noel GmBH, W.
Germany, is the-largest
manutacturer of cranes in
the country with a wide
range ofapplications.

The Vitrum Glass division,
in collaboration with
Owens Illinois Glass Inc
USA, is the largest
manufacturer of amber
glass containers for the
pharmaceutical industry
in India.

The Empire Finance Co.
Ltd., fully backed by
Empire Industries, is a
leading finance company
with hire purchase, leasing,
bills discounting, merchant
banking and financial
advisory. services as its
core actrvltles.

Empire in Glass:

Empire in Ins
The Empire

The Empire Machine Tools
division is an acknowledged
leader in the marketing and
servicing of sophisticated
machine tools manufactured
in W. Germany,
Switzerland, Japan and the
USA.

trumentation:
Instrumentation division
brings to India medical,
defence, pollution-
monitoring, analytical,
test and measuring, clinical
and process control
instruments from
international leaders in
Europe, Japan and the USA.

Empire in Finance:
Ernpire in Speciality Fabrics:
The Empire Speciality
Fabrics division nah*
manufacrures high tech
fabrics for use in tyrr.,
conveyor belt, jacketing,
abrasive, tbotwear and
defence industries.

-il;;;a.M;rh . T,nls-

[r1i irrr.r"r9., t r'''
Spcciality trbrrc'
Financial scrvrcci

ErvrplRE INousTRTES
414. Scrrapari llal)ar Mrrg
l-lor,rbar -1O0 0l-j
Phonc: 492000.1.

Telex: ll 71800 EMT lN
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Vty lmpressions of the Soviet Union
rrom Man & Engels to Marks & Spencer

A.G. Modak

;he impressions one gothers otler o visil lo o foreign lond ore porticulorly voluoble if it enobles on evoluolion bosed on
tpresions gothered in eorlier visits to thot country. And, if the visilor knows lhe locol longuoge, his impressions ocquire signi-
)once since he is oble lo communicote with the nolives. Recenlly I returned from o visit to lhe USSR - my third trip in foct ->nce in o posilion lo compore recent developments with those I witnessed on my eo1ier visils.
I hove been sludying evenls in lhe USSR for more thon two decodes, initiolly os o Bomboy university student ond loler os o
culty member of the Soviel Sludies Cenlre of thot University. I do nol cloim fluency in Russion bul odequote to estoblish ropporl
ilh ony Russion. Thus ihe observotions I hove recorded in this oriicle ofter my recenl visit lo lhe USSR will, hopefully, prove of
terest lo lhe common reoder.

orget the October Revolution
I vividly recall while travelling in a

xi from Moscow's Sheremetvo air-
ort on October 30, 1969, the driver
ointing to the memorial on the right
de of the road stretching from the
irport to the city centre, as a reminder
r posterity of the bravery of Soviet
rl{iers who stopped the Qerman
rmy from entering Moscow during
te Second World War. On my latest
sit (January 1991) I could not resist
robing if the taxi driver continued to
ave the same nostalgic attachment
r the heroic deeds of Soviet soldiers
uring the Second World War. Not
nly was this taxi driver indifferent to
rc achievments of the USSR but, to
ry surprise, reacted angrily when I

rld him the purpose of my visit was
o collect material for a book on the
istory of the October Revolution."
)ear friend," said the taxi driver, the
tctober Revolution no longer inspires
s. Please find some other topic for
>ur study"! This was my introduction

' 
a change in the attitudes of the peo-
e - a sort of nihilism dominating
re minds of contemporary youth in
re Soviet Union.
As I told the taxi driver, the purpose

; my visit had to do with a book I was
riting on the October Revolution.
ragically enough, the revolution
hich gave birth to the OSSR no long-
'attracts and inspires Soviet citizens.
Russian magazine Dialogue con-

lcted a seminar last year. The pro-
:edings of the seminar entitled
)ctober Revolution: A Curse or a
essing", were subsequently pub-
hed in the March 1990 issue of this

magazine. Later, its issue of Novem-
ber 1990 published some other inter-
views on the same theme. From the
proceedings, the following salient
points emerged:

r The October Revolution was
supposed to be followed by revo-
lutions in the developed capital-
ist countries. The fact that this
did not materialise underscored
the weakness in the Leninist pre-
diction regarding post Revolu-
tion developments.

. Socialism was therefore
imposed violently in the USSR.

o The resultant miseries were
incalculable.

o What is badly needed at present
is a new biography of Lenin for a
correct issessment of the archi-
tect of the October Revolution.
One should no longer close
one's eyes to the shortcomings
of Lenin.

I had the opportunity to meet pro-
fessors of Russran history at Moscow
and Kiev. If one professor pointed out
quite bluntly that Lenin was a fanatic,
another stated that Lenin never both-
ered to give due recognition to views
even slightly different from those held
by him. Professor Verstyuk Vladislav of
the lnstitute of History at Kiev
observed in the course of a chat with
me: "Bolsheviks cared two-pence for
democracy; they captured power and
later institutionalised dictatorship."
Professor Leonid Vasiliev of the lnsti-
tute of Oriental Studies at Moscow,
who often writes for Russian journals
like the Nouage Vremga and lV2aursi-
maga Cazeta categorically stated in

one of his articles that the October
Revolution caused great damage to
the course of Russian history and that
the damage could only be repaired by
the introduction of capitalism.

lf Lenin is attacked, his contempo-
raries who differed with him and were
in the dock until recently, today
receive the accolades of new writers
and thinkers. Nicholas Berdyaev, a
Russian thinker of the religious kind
who vehemently opposed Lenin and
Bolshevism seems to have emerged
as the current favourite. His writings
were recently published in Moscow for
the first time. Even a cursory perusal
of the 1990 and 1991 issues of the
Russian weekly New Times would
indicate that those who had, in the
years preceding the Bolshevik Revolu-

Gorbochev wos noive
enough to believe thot the

common people would
stop with the crilicism of

Stolin; thol lhey would not
indulge in o post mortem
of Lenin. Glosnost did not

stop with Stolin. The people
chollenged not only Lenin

ond the October
Revolution but the very
principles of Moxism
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tion, warned of the .possibility of a
crude dictatorship urider the banner
of the Red Flag have now become
popular heroes. No wonder then that
bccording to present writers, the com-
mon people of Russia have suffered
from cruel state terrorism uninterrupt-
edly for 373 years. Thus,'according to
current thinking, the Bolsheviks who
became the rulers of Russia in 1917
carried forward the 300-year legacy of
the Czars.

Poor Gorbachev who launched his
campaign of Openness (Glasnost)
soon after taking over as General Sec-
retary of the CPSU was naive enough
to believe that the common people
would stop with the criticism of Stalin;
that they would not dare indulge in a
post-mortem of Lenin. Glasnost did
not stop with Stalin. The people went
way beyond what Gorbachev intend-
ed. They challenged not only Lenin-
ism and the October Revolution but
the very principles of Marxism on
which rests the Soviet State.

The E:<hibition of "Bogus"
Achievements

During my first visit to the USSR
some years ago, I was, like most visi-
tors, impressed by some of the
achievements of the USSR. Thus I felt
that nobody should belittle the role
played by Soviet soldiers in demolish-
ing the fascist menace; that nobody
can afford to ignore the way the
nationality problem was resolved in
the USSR; that nobody can challenge
the course of Soviet development
especially its salient landmarks like the
transport system, the construction of
big and basic industries, its education
system, etc. I also concluded then that
the average citizen was proud of the
multi-dimensional achievements of
the Soviet Union. The impressions
gathered by me during my visit this
year are totally at variance. A film:
"One should not live like that", - a
Russian documentary released in
1989 - became immensely popular
because of its candid and honest por-
trayal of the "bogus" nature of Soviet
achievements. For instance, one of
the scenes in the film focuses on the
huge, permanent exhibition of Soviet
achievements in Moscow. The com-
mentator in the film has a dig at this.
He describes it as "the exhibition of
bqns achievements." In the same
film the audience is invited to view an
ordinary shop in a German cig, where
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purchasers are engaged in enthusias-
tic transactions. Runs the commen-
tary: "This is the scene prevailing in
any shop_anyavhere in Germany. They
say- that Germany was defeated by ui
in the Second World War. An ordihary
shop full of goods and services in Gei-
many however informs us of the con-
trary images of the USSR and
Germany." The film also informs the
audience that the leadership of the
USSR tried to demolish traditional
faiths and achieved limited success,
"but the failure on the part of the lead-
ership in inculcating new faiths in the
Soviet masses is more noteworthy
than the success mentioned above."

Mrs. Olga lvanovna, a research
associate at the lnstitute of History at
Kiev put to me a rhetorical qirestion:
"How can we call ourselves 'develo-
ped' and lndia as 'developing' when
we continue to suffer from several
shortages and lndia4s do not com-
plain about similar shbrtages?" Empty
shops, long queues of customers,
arrogant salesmen... all these aspects
really present a very pathetic picture.
ln one Russian weekly, I found photo-
graphs of such tragic scenes in vari-
ous sections of the huge
governmental department stores. And
in the centre-spread of the weekly was
the following box-item:

"ln the pre-Revolution years, Russia
used to have prosperous shops. Then
Lenin was busy in chalking out plans
for the socialist revolution in Russia. He
stayed in Zurich where his energy was
spent in orplaining the Marxist formula:
Commodity-Money-Commodity. At
present, everywhere in our socialist
country, we observe empty shops. We
therefore find that in the above men-
tioned formula the first and third links
are missing but customers with stocks
of money are in abundance."

Gorbachev is known for his stress on
de-ideologisation. One of my Russian

friends aptlv quipped in this connec-
tion: "Previously at least ideology was
available in abundance. At present
there is a shortage not only of goods
but of ideological formulations also"

Besides nihilism, permissiveness
also seems to dominate present Soviet
life. Perhaps it is the scarcity of every-
thing which invites unscrupulous ele-
ments in society to grab the
opportunity for personal gains. Certain
measures adopted by Gorbachev have

unfortunately facilitated corrupt prac-
tices. Thus the new leadership has
encouraged people to try to accom-
plish private interests; it has passed the
law of indMdual labour activity; it has
sanctioned the opening of cooperative
shops. Buccaneers have literally
rushed to avail themselves of these
avenues. The fact that cooperative
stores can procure raw materials at
subsidized rates and sell them at high
prices is indeed a booh for enthusiaslc
traders. lnitially, at least, leaders of the
cooperative movement received envia-
ble honours, and were projected as
pioneers goading a revolution from
below. The table given below throws
light on the wide gap between official
rates and those prevailing in coopera-
tive and private shops in Moscow.

From Max 6 Engels
To Marks E Spencert

On April 2 this year the USSR gov-
ernment undertook price reforms as a
result of which, official prices went up
almost three times. Prices of goods in
private shops automatically went up
even higher. As nothing is available in
the official "fair price shops", custom-
ers are constrained to rush to the unof-
ficial shops which in recent months
have become most favoured transac-
tion centres. Somebody summed up
this phenomenon rather well "ln capi-

Name of the
commodity

Official
rate

Rate in a private or a
cooperative shop

Rouble Kopeks Rouble Kopeks

Potato (per Kg.)
Tomato (- do -)
Carrot (- do -)
Onion (- do -)
Beef (- do -)
Eggs (per dozen)

50
50
40
20
00
30

00
4
00
2
2
I

ia

30-40
3-10
5-15
15 -20
7-B

Urre lloubie - ils2'o.73

',r j-}al



alism, man exploits man; in socialism
is the opposite." A Russian comment

; equally appropriate: "lf you want fair
rrices, go to the official shops, if how-
:ver you need goods and services go
c the cooperative shops".

As the official currency is losing its
alue, people in general want dollars
rnd pounds sterling. Taxi drivers, wait-
rrs in hotels and ticket checkers in rail-
ray compartments insist on pocketing
:reign currency units from foreigners.
rn assistant editor of Neu; Tr'rnas took
ne to the American Embassy in Mos-
:ow to prove that thousands of Soviet
:itizens were keen to leave their home-
and. The campus of the U.S. Embassy
ras literally flooded with Russians des-
rcrately seeking a visa to enter the USA

- their El Dorado. Said the assistant
:ditor: "Russians are mad for American
lollars because they think that they
:an purchase their entry into America
vith the help of this currency."

Mikhail Corbachev has warned time
rnd again, of the growing trend among
ioviet youth towards vices like permis-
iiveness, alcoholism, philistinism, con-
;umerism and hooliganism. What an
rony, that barring Maxism-Leninism,
:very other'ism' has blossomed in the
and of the Red Flag. We all know of
he well-known chain of departmental
ilores in capitalist Europe known as
Marks and Spencer". The spread of
he contagious disease of consumer-
sm in "socialist" Europe has resulted
n the replacement' of "Man< and
lngels" by "Marks and Spencer"!

Gorbachev has failed miserably in
:urbing the Soviet addiction to alco-
rolism. The campaign against boozing
aunched by Gorbachev in '85'-86
:ame to a pathetic end as the cam-
>aign from above without a favourable
'esponse from below only resulted in
naking people opt for illict liquour
;pawning, in the process, a profitable
--ottage industry. As a result, sugar and
'elated items disappeared. Ultimately
f,orbachev and his colleagues were
:ompelled to abandon the campaign
rgainst alcoholism. Marshal Coldman
'efers to an interesting dialogue he
rverheard in front of a wine-shop in
Vloscow. Customers standing in a long
trueue for purchasing their "quotas"

3oi frustrated and irritated. Someone
n the queue started abusing Gorba-
:hev for the futile campaign against
llcoholisn:. His listener tried t-o console
rim: "Dear friend, please note that Cor-

bachev himself is a strict teetotaler." A
third customer intevened: "Thank God,
he is not a strict observer of celibacy!"

Gone are the days when there were
restrictions on the publication of por-
nographic literature. Protagonists of
the USSR used to proplaim that "pros-
titution is conspicuous by its absence
in the land of Lenin". A typical propa-
ganda ploy then was to depict maga-
zines like Plagbog as typical of a
capitalist country. On my recent visit, I

found the complete collapse of all such
myths in Russia. Glasnost has resulted
in a crop of pornographic books and
magazines. Russian newspapers now
inform us that the profession of prosti-
tution is eternal and a claim contrary to
this is reflective of sheer hypocrisy. The
present leadership has honestly admit-
ted that the Soviet Union is not free
from sexual problems. Among reasons
advanced for this admission are factors
like shortages of essential goods and
services, rise in philistinism, and the
ability on the part of the people so
inclined, to accomplish their sexual
urges without fear of reproduction.

The Failure of Statism
lf my earlier visits gave me the

impression of powerful and influential
leaders and obedient cadres, the visit in
January this year led me to get the dis-
tinct impressions of a frightened State
on the one hand and a determined
society on the other. This is the inevita-
ble result of 373 years of attempts by
Russia's rulers to impose Statism at the
cost of society (300 years under the
Romanovs followed by 73 years under
the Bolsheviks). ln the first two decades
following the October Revolution, a
credulous people believed in the need
to endure a painful present for the sake
of a prosperous future. They allowed
their leaders to torment them in the
hope that the resultant future would be
bright. When however the realisation
dawned on them that a dichotomy
between "today" and "tomorrow" was
nothing but a tactical manoeuvre on
the part of the leadership, they felt dis-
heartened. But by then the harsh winter
of Stalinism had set in and it was not
possible for the people to express their
disappointment and anger. Fear, syco-
phancy and hypocrisy were the three
evils that ruled the country. Tlie erner-
gence of Corbachev was indeed a
blessing for the Soviet people, because
of the sanction he gave to the uphold-

ing of truth. The first three years with
Gorbachev as the CPSU General Sec-
retary were heady days for the people.
It was a great relief to speak openly and
frankly. But Gorbachev's honeymoon
with the people did not last very long.
There were many reasons for this.
Among these were:

o Chronic shortages and increas-
ing corruption;

. Corbachev's reluctance to
accept the logic of Clasnost.

o After initially supporting the
de5nocrats and liberals, Gorba-
chev sought to establish friendly
rapport with the conservatives in
the CPSU.

Each of these added to the frustra-
tion of the Soviet people. A visitor to
the USSR today would conclude that
there is a crisis of confidence in a
leadership that has lost credibility.
Thus when the USSR government
decided on22ndJanuary to demone-
tise currency notes of the denomina-
tion of 50 and 100 Roubles under the
pretelct that the step became necessa-

ry as capitalist countries were conspir-
ing to flood the country with notes of
these denominations, journalists and
the intelligentsia only laughed at the
lame excuse. Later, when the govem-
ment asked the military to patrol cities
and towns with a view to strengthen-
ing {aw and order in the Soviet Onion,
people pooh-poohed the govern-
ment's interest in law and order.
Recent attempts to curb freedom of
information through back-door mea-
sures were treated with contempt by
the people.

Yesterday's Foes are Today's
Friends

What strikes a visitor to the present
day USSR is the contrast between the
contempt of the people for everything
that is of Soviet manufacture and the
attraction for foreign goods in general
and for the American or German in
particular. ln fact, capitalism is no
longer treated as an enemy to be
demolished. On the contrary it is
viewed as a worthwhile goal to be
achieved in the near future. lf, in the
past, Creat Britain and America were
treated as villains on the world stage,
today they are officially presented as
friends of the USSR.

How can one forget what Prauda
and other Soviet newspapers wrote in
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their columns in the first decade after
the Second World War blaming Great
Britain for several disasters such as
the murder of Mahatma Gandhi; the
rift between Tito and Stalin and other
distortions in the socialist camp. On
the other hand today's Russian news-
papers carry reports and articles that
reflect Soviet affection for the British
model of democracy. During his
recent visit to Tokyo, Gorbachev quot-
ed Sir Winston Churchill to substanti-
ate the validity of a point he was
making. An advertisement by a matri-
monial bureau in a Russian newspa-
per in Moscow runs as follows:

"Whoever is interested in seeking a
Iife companion of the opposite sex
from Great Britain or America is
requested to approach our agency
in Moscow."
Another advertisement by a beer

bar in Moscow seeks to attract
patrons:

"Visit our bar where you will feel the
aroma of a British pub."

Gorbachev's Fears
What is being witnessed today in

the USSR is a distortion of the content
of Gorbachev's reforms. For instance
citizens are asked to treat a law as pro-
scriptive rather than prescriptive; to
shape their lives not in the light of
orders issued from above but in
accordance with their own viewpoints.
People took these guidelines as a sig-
nal or licence to pursue selfish gains.
The policy of Openness was an invita-
tion to the people to feel free to chal-
lenge government. The people
grabbed the opportunity to express
their pent up anger against the CPSU.
Even the 'sacred cows' were not
spared. De-ideologisation was a step
to put a stop to Stalinist dogmatism.
People however used the opportunity
to prove the bankruptcy of Maxism-
Leninism. The new leadership
exhorted the people not to ignore the
positive aspects of capitalism. And
when Gorbachev tried to apply the
brakes he was accused of wanting to
protect the system which in fact was
responsible for the miseries of the
people.

A leader of the democratic move-
rnent in Russia has called Gorbachev
an impotent captain. Another has
described the Nobel Prize dwarded to
Corbachev as his Nobel pension! its captain'

Boris Yeltsin has stressed tin-re and

i r.:er.lont First .;,:r

again that Corbachev should step
down as President of the USSR. He
has in fact ventilated the massive
anger against Corbachev which
reflected itself in the results of the Ref-
erendum held on March 17, 1991.
Out of fifteen republics, only five fol-
lowed Corbachev, six republics boy-
cotted the referendum, while four
others suggested amendments to the
question put to the voters by Corba-
chev.

Recently, Gorbachev signed a truce
with nine republics thus managing to
develop some rapport with the four
prodigals. But six republics continue
to remain beyond the periphery. The
compromise signed with the remain-
ing republics was bought at a heavy
price, as it involved the removal of the
word "socialist" from the title of the
USSR and offers full sovereignty and
de facto independence to the units of
the proposed federation. Gorbachev
has accepted that the coal mines and
other such enterprises belong to the
respective republics. He has also
accepted the ownership of the RSFSR
(the Russian Republic) over the Kurile
lslands which he had offered to Japan
as a quid pro quo for Japanese help
in developing Siberia.

People say that Gorbachev is afraid
of a repetition of 1964. At that time the
conservatives in the CPS0 staged a
successful conspirary forcing Khrush-
chev to step down. When Khrushchev
died in 7977 Prauda did not report the
news of his death for two days. Subse-
quently every effort was made by the
then ruling leadership to consign Niki-
ta to oblivion. Gorbachev perhaps
fears that the conservatives he had
antagonised in the first three years of
his General Secretaryship might insti-
gate the people against the present
leadership. This would mean the end
of the experiment in Glasnost
launched by the reformers. lt is this
fear which has perhaps compelled
Corbachev to try to appease conserv-
atives in the hope that he could con-
tinue his rule. What I observed during
my visit makes me wonder about Cor-
bachev's future. I have seen the Soviet
ship being tossed about in deeply
troubled waters. And when the ship is
in deep waters, surrcunded by a
strong tempest. nobody can vouch
safe a safe return fiir Either the Ship or

DR. A.G. MODAK is Reader in the Centre for
Soviet Studies. Bombay Oniversit'
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lndia and lsrael

lf there is one sad, irrational and
ilmoral element in lndia's foreign

>olicy that is not publicly analysed it is
he attitude of successive lndian gov-
:rnments to lsrael. Palestine was
nhabited by Jews for at least two
housand years before Christ. Twice
vere its people led away into captivity,
irst by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia
modern lraq) and a second time by
he Pharaoh of Egypt. Their great
>rophets Abraham and Moses led
hem back to freedom and their native
and. Their most well known kings are
)avid and Solomon. Their known
<ingdoms were lsrael and Judea. They
vere conquered by the Romans but
he Jews repeatedly rose in revolt. The
loman emperor uprooted the whole
>opulation, drove them out of Pales-
ine, dispersed them in all his proy-
nces and prohibited their return. The
,acuum was. filled by their semetic
:ousins, the Arabs from the neigh-
rouring areas - modern Jordan,
iaudifuabia, Yemen, Syria and Leba-
)on.

fhe Return to Palestine
The dispersed Jews living in the

liaspora were prohibited agriculture
lut allowed trade and money lending,
rccupations which made them pros-
)erous and for that reason hated as
rlien money-makers. ln Europe they
vere confined to ghettos. Tyrants and
lespots found it convenient to turn
he wrath of their oppressed and
leprived subjects on the trading and
noneylending prosperous but alien
lews. Hitler hunted and herded them
o be killed like dogs in gas chambers.
l'he spectator nations, their con-
;cience pricked concluded that Jews
:ould only live with honour, dignity
rnd security in their land of Palestine,
vhich till the end of the First World
Var was a province of the Ottoman
[urkish empire. Ttrrks are not Arabs
rut only Muslims.

From the last quarter of the nine-
eenth century, helped by philanthrop-
c organisations, Jewish agencies
;tarted purchasing land front Arab

Hos lsroel coused us ony
horm? Hos it once voted
ogoinst us in the U.N.? We
hove o Chinese Embossy,

we hove o Pokiston
Embossy. We even hove on

Embossy of the PLO. Why
don't we hove on lsroeli

Embossy? ls it less friendly to
us lhon ore Chino ond

Pokiston? Hos lsroel woged
wor ogoinst us? Hos it

finonced the seporotists
ond subversives in lndio?

owners and started resettling Jews
fleeing persecution. At the end of the
First World War, the League of
Nations gave Palestine as a mandated
trust to Great Brftain, which in return
for Jewish sirpport against Germany,
promised them a Palestinian home-
land. The number of returning Jews
swelled leading to strife between the
fuabs who were in possession and the
Jews who were returning to buy up the
land they were driven away from, nine-
teen hundred years ago.

Concerned with their own imperial
interests in other Arab lands, the Brit-
ish first restricted and then forcibly
tried to prevent the Jewish return to
Palestine which at the end of the Sec-
ond World War, was undergoing a tri-
partite War - Jews against Arabs,
Britain against the Jews and the Arabs
against everyone else. The United
Nations decided to create two States
in Palestine - one'for the Arabs and
the other for the Jews. The decision
was supported by the Soviet Union,
the United States and lndia. Remarka-
bly, England abstained! The Jews pro-
claimed the State of lsrael in May
1948. The Arab States opDosed the
partition (they were not unhappy with
lndia's partition intri lrrdia arrrl Paki-
stan), called upon the Palestinian
Arabs not to set up a State and Arab
armies from seven nations set out to
destroy the new State of lsrael and
"throw the Jews into the sea'. But th.-'

T.H. Chowdary

lsraelis who were only guerrillas the
day before, quickly forged an army,
and without tanks and an airforce,
defeated the combined armies of the
invading nations.

The Genesis of the Palestinian
Problem

The United Nailons arranged a cea-
sefire. The Arab states called upon the
Palestinian fuabs to vacate lsraeliterri-
tory, rather than live under Jewish rule.
Thus arose the Palestinian "refugee"
problem. No brother fuab state has
given them citizenship tilltoday. On the
other hand Egypt herded them into
camps in the Gaza strip. To the east the
Palestinian "refugees" settled in the
West Bank (of the Jordan River) in Jor-
dan, becoming in the process a major-
ity of its population. Since the 1948 war
there were three more in 1956, 1967
and 1973 in all of which the armies of
several Arab Stares were defeated by
Israel. ln the 1967 war, the West Bank
was lost to the lsraelis and ever since,
along with the Caza strip, continues to
be under lsraeli occupation. Egypt and
lsrael made peace after the 1973 war

- the famous Camp David accord
with the active association of 0.S. Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter. This treaty cost
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat his
life, when he was assassinated by a
member of a Muslim fundamentalist
organisation.

ln the 43 years since the founding of
lsrael, nearly three million Jews from
Europe and Arab countries returned to
tiny (21,000 Sq. Km) lsrael, a number
far exceeding the number of Arabs
who left, fled or who were forced out of
lsrael. The Palestinian Arabs who left
lsrael are compelled to live in camps in
Lebanon and Syria and are allowed
"residence" permits in 'brother' Arab
lands (21 States, 19,400.000 Sq. Km)
hul rrol giver'' , ili,,errrl-riP lrr .13 Vcars
the "refugee" population grew in the
'refugee-camps', and elsewhere. The
United Nations Refugee and Rehabila-
tion Agency (UNRRA) has been feed-
inq and rnaintaining 'these refugees,
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The case of the Palestinians who Ieft
srael and those in the West Bank and
he Gaza strip under lsraeli occupation
s that they must be allowed to return to
;rael; that they must be allowed to set
rp a sovereign State; that Jews from
ilsewhere in the world should not be
rllowed to emigrate to lsrael. The most
adical ones among them want to dis-
nember lsrael and expel allthose who
:ame there from 1946 onwards. No
uab State except Egypt recognises the
itate of lsrael. Syria, lraq and Jordan
rre officially in a state of belligerence.
)uring the Gulf war, lraq deliberately
lirected some of its Scud missiles at
:ivilian areas in TelAviv setting off jubi-
rtion among Palestinians, Arabs and
{uslims all over the world.

What is lndia's position in the lsraeli-
rrab dispute? lndia demands that lsra-
I should vacate all the teriitories it
ccupied in the various wars. lndia has
rot and, in fact, dare not ask the Soviet
lnion to vacate the countries it con-
uered and incorporated into its Soviet
iocialist Onion - The Baltic States of
ithuania, LaMa and Estonia which
/ere conquered by Stalin in 1939.
tdia does not, even now, when the
taltic States are demanding the resto-
ltion of independence, advise or
emand that the Soviet Union should
acate the occupied-by-aggression ter-
tories. lndia wants Pakistan to vacate
ccupied Kashmir. Which Arab coun-
y, has supported lndia's demand".?
lndia tells lsrael that it must take

ack allthe Palestinian "refugees" who
:ft lsrael and allow them to set up a
,tate. Does India ask Pakistan and
iangladesh to take back the more
ran 40 million Hindus squeezed out of
rese two countries? Does it ask Paki-
tan and Bangladesh to allow them to
et up Hindu districts or States inside
rose areas? Would any fuab country
upport such (an admittedly ill-
dvised) demand if lndia makes one?

lndia says that lsrael is wrong in
rcorporating East Jerusalem and the
olan Heights to enhance its security
rd that lsrael's arguments for secure
lrders is a preposterous idea. Why
d lndia incorporate Sikkim? Was it
rt to keep it out of the influence of a
:stile China? Whv did we intervene in
ri Lanka and the Maldives? Was it not
r pr€s€rve our security for if we did
rt intervene our enemy would have
:en invited to intervene there, consti-

tuting a threat to our security. Would
we like Bhutan to allow its neighbours
who are none too friendly with us,
place guns and missiles there? Why, if
not for our security, are we having a
"forward" policy of placing our armed
forces in the inhospitable borders
where not a blade of grass grows (a
phrase used by Jawaharlal Nehru with
regard to Aksai Chin) and in the
impenetrable wilds and forests of
Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh? Why should lsrael not have
the same concern for security, especi-
ally in the face of avowed hostility,
enmity and belligerence.

lndia says that Israel must stop the
brutal suppression of the "intifada",
the stone throwing, knife-piercirg,
bomb-hurling resistance of the Pales-
tinians in the occupied West Bank and
the Gaza strip. Why don't we stop our
operations against the JKLF and Kha-
listanis, who call our actions brutal
and scream genocide? Have our fuab
friends advised our neighbour not to
train, equip, support and lend succour
to the JKLF and Khalistani "freedom"
forces?

Has lsrael caused us any harm? Has
it once voted against us in the United
Nations? We have a Chinese Embas-
sy, we have a Pakistani Embassy. We
even have an Embassy of the PLO.
Why don't we have an lsraeli Embas-
sy? Is it less friendly to us than are Chi-
na and Pakistan? Has lsraelwaged war
against us? Has it financed the sepera-
tists and subversives in lndia? Why do
we condemn lsrael for some of its acts
even before some fuab states do so
and when some of them never do so?

On the other hand don't we have
something to admire in and learn
from Israel - the welding into one
cohesive nation of a people gathered
from more than twenty countries; the
revival of their ancient language
Hebrew (as old as Sanskrit); the
greening of their deserts conserving
every drop of water, growing food and
fruit crops in the desert and then
exporting these products to Europe
and America; the reclamation of the
swamps; their scientific and techno-
logical achievements; and above all
their open, democratic and free socie-
ty even when they are under siege?
How hollow are our principles of not
bending and bowing before the migh-
ty (meaning America) while routinely
always, and in every event, supporting

Arab arguments, demands and posi-
tions against lsrael - all because our
politicians want the votes from a sec-
tion of lndia's people?

ls there not one party, one states-
man, one intellectual in lndia who
would acknowledge our immorality,
opportunism, and communalism that
is making lsrael our whipping boy in
West Asia? ls it not time that we com-
pel the Covernment of lndia to estab-
lish full diplomatic relations with lsrael
and abandon the policy: The PLO
right or wrong.

lvlR. T.H. CHOWDARY was the Chairman and
Managing Director of Videsh Sanchar Nigam
Limited

Comrode Blshop
'l wos lold by the Soudis lhol they do not

wonl lhe ollied presence in theil country',
Metropoliton Poulos Mor Gregodus of
lndio lold o news conference ol lhe Viorld
Council ol Churches' sevenlh ossembly ln
Conbeno on Februory 8.'They hod osked
tor ll becouse lhey wete threolened by on
lnvoslon by lroq bul now they ore con-
vlnced, lhol wos not lhe orlglnol lnlenlion
ond lhot lhey mode o mlsloke. 8ul they
connol 3cl1l thol., he soid.

Mor Gregoiius, who is from lhe Molonko-
ro Orthodox Syrion Church ol lndio, soid he
visited Soudi Arobio ond held tolks with lhe
country's Deputy Foreign Minister in
November.

'The Deputy Foreign Minisler of Soudi
Arobio soid he ond some of his colleogues
thoughl il wos o misloke lo hqve inviled
the ollied torces into their counlry. They
were wonled lhot the presence of o
500,d)0-slrong lo.ce would endonger ihek
cullure', Mor Gregorius soid ofter lhe con-
ference.'And I om sure lhere is much sup-
porl withln the Soudi communily lor lhot
thinking'.

Prof. Bobu Joseph ot the Christion Liber-
otion Movement on interdenominolionol
group comboting'onli-Chrislion' ideos
being permeoled in the Chrislion commu-
nity in o rejoinder lo lhe Bishop's observq-
tions poinied oul lhol lhe prelole who is
well-known for his pro-Stolinist ond onti-
VGslEn views hod even welcomed lhe
Soviel Union's invosion ot Afghonislon. His
stolemenl lheretore locked objeciivity
ond wos lor ftom on un-biosed opprecio-
lion of the focls of lhe situolion. 'The
Eishop's slolemenl is so unforlunole espe-
ciolly in lhe conlexl of the tocl lhol thou-
sonds of Keroliles hod to llee Kuwoil
leoving behind wholever sovings ond pos-
sessions lhey hod oller seveol yeors ol
hord work," soid Prof. Bobu Joseph in o
press slolemenl on Februory 9, 1991.
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On Taxes

S. y. Agnon

'We hove forgotten, my friends to tox wolking sticks. They olone remoin public porosites thot evode thelr
civic duty. Thot, gentlemen, is why I propose to tox themiust os we tox oil useful implements. Are wolking

sticks to be more privileged thon spectocles on which we levy o tox?"

It so hoppened one doy thot on
elderly member of the Chomber of
Lippery forgol his wolking stick [in
the Chomberl. When he returned
home ond sought lo slond il in ils
ploce, he reolized thot he did nol
hove it. Though ol firsl he wos furious
ol the selgeont-ot-orms for hoving
lel him leove it in the Chomber, he
hodn'l time lo be furious lor long, for
his dinner wos olreody on the loble.
And so he sot down to eol ond put
off being ongry for tomorrow. Yet
between one spoonfulond the next
he could nol slop thinking oboul his
wolking stick, ond lhe more he
thought lhe more he morvelled how
on old mon like himself hod mon-
oged lo wolk wilhout il. The nexl doy
he lold the story to the whole Chom-
ber of Lippery. The older members
were green with envy while the
younger ones congrotuloted him
ond soid thot before long he would
be growing new leeth to reploce his
folse ones.

One member of the Chomber of
Lippery, however, did not join in the
bonter becouse he wos loo busy
thinking of how the motter mighl be
put to Slole use. As soon os lhe
Chqmber convened he took the
floor ond declored, 'Genllemen,
pleose give me your oltention: I

hove o proposolto moke!'Some of
lhe Chomber members lent on eor;
others sot ond dlew funny foces or
olreody begon plonning their rebul-
tols. "l hove lhe solution,"
onnounced the speoker,'ond I must
odmil thol it is perlect Pleose, gen-
llemen, consider corefully before
you onswer: whol is the one lhingj,
my lriends thot we hove forgotlen lo
tox? We hove forgolten, my friends,
lo lox wolking sticks. They olone
remoin public porosites thot evode
lheir civic duty. Thol, gentlemen, is

why I propose lo lox them iust os we
tox oll usefu.l implemenls..Are wolk-
ing slicks to be more privileged thon
speclocles, on which we levy o tox?
Are lhey more speciol lhon folse
teeth, which ore toxed olso? And if

they ore, lhot one meons thot lhey
deserve o speciollox. ln my humble
opinion, genflemen, the wolking
slick is o humon occessory ond
should be loxed os such. Thol, my
friends, is lhe subslonce of my
remorks, to which I hove nothing to
odd except lo soy lhol olthough lhe
wisdom of my proposol is undebol-
oble, I neverlheless toble il for
debote os is lhe custom of lhe
house.'

The Chomber of lippery wos so
stunned by the proposolthol no one
could thlnk of o lhing to soy ogoinst
it. ll wqs only when o molion wos
moved to thonk its oulhor thot sever-
ol dlsinterested voices objected thot
for ihe Chomber to lhonk o member
of the Chomber wos like o person
thonking his own self, which wos on
obsurdity so greot thol the molion
should be struck down ot once. And
indeed ii wos, olthough il wos
ogreed to enler il in the protocol
logether with the reoson for its rejec-
lion. Then lhe proposed lox wos
lhrown open to debote ond the
Chomber voled lo oppoinl o com-
miltee of slotisticions to delermine
how mony wolking sticks there were
in the slote. ll olso voled to creole o
commitlee of economists to decide
how wolking slicks should be
ossessed. A third committee wos cho-
sen lo estoblish whelher crutches
should be considered wolking slicks
olso, ond if so, whelher lhey should
be toxed os one stick ol os two, ond
if os two, whether lhey should be
toxed by the unit like the lenses of
spectocles or by weighl like lolse
teelh. The crulch commiltee
oppointed o sub-committee lo
invesligole lhe queslion of teochers'
cones ond decide if they should be
loxed os work tools or luxury items,
since there were teochers who
throshed their pupils bore honded
insteqd of coning them ond others
who kicked them with their teet. A
fourlh commitlee composed of his-
torions, physicists, ond botonisls, wos
oppointed to investigote if wolking

sticks could indeed furn into croco-
diles ond olmond bronches os
cloimed by lhe Bible. Meonwhile, the
tox commillee estoblihed o commis-
sion of enquiryto delermine if o wolk-
ing stick thql wos lempororily o
crocodile or on olmond blonch
should be toxed os o wolking stick or
nol. These commillees quickly
reported bock lo the steeilng com-
mitlee, which forworded lhem to the
woys-ond-meons committee, which
found woys ond meons of putting
lhem inlo proclice. And so,
employing its slolulory powers, lhe
Stole enocled o wolking slick lox.

Al first the new lox wos occepled
quile molter-of-foclly, nol only by
those who didn't own wolking slick
bul olso lhose who did. lndeed, some
wolking slick owners were proud of
lhe tox, which enobled lhem lo boosl
thot ihey went oboul with wolklng
sticks less for lhelr own personol con-
venience thon os o contribulion to
the public welfore, ln time, however
wolking slicks grew roler ond roler
unlil lhey disoppeored enlirely. Whot
did lhe cilpples ond old people do
who could not get olong withoui
lhem? They used umbrellos insleod
lo evode loxes. When the stote sow
thot it wos losing revenue. it possed o
new low decreeing lhot possession
of o wolking slick wos toxoble wheth-
er lhe slick wos used or noi. ll olso
reiected the oppeol of certoin cili-
zens who sought lo poy only 6/7 ol
the lox on the grounds thot their reli-
gion forbode lhem lo use wolking
slicks one doy o week. lt wos no con-
cern of lhe Slote, soid the Stote,
whether they used lheir wolking sticks
on lhe Sobbolh or not, ond il pro-
ceeded to hire o force of wolking
slick inspeclors ond onother of spe-
ciol lox colleclors.

It is only foir thol the Book ot the
Stote should proise the Stote's leod-
ers ot this point, for while lhere wos
much grumbling thol the lolter broo-
ked no toxes thot were to their own
personoi disodvontoge, we con see
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thot this wos cleorly nol lhe cose.
lndeed, lhey not only possed llie
wolking stick lox despile the loct
thot they were subJect lo il them-
selves,lhey even odded on omend-
menl requirlng everyone to buy o
wolking slick whether he or she
needed it or not. The wolking stick
owners took to wolking wllh lheir
sticks ogoin, ond now lhere wos
such o demond lor lhem thol the
merchonts oll roised thelr prices.
Whoever could otlord one boughl it
ond poid the loxes, whlle whoever
couldn'l wos exempt. When the
Slote sow thol the merchonts were
diminishing the number of tox poy-
ers, it esloblished o commlltee ol
experls lo estoblish pilce controls lor
wolking slicks ond odded on
omendmenl to lhe omendmenl
moking il o cilmlnoloffence lo sello
wolking stick lor more thon lls legol
prlce. Whot dld lhe merchonts do?
They look thelr wolking sllcks ofl thelr
rocks ond begon selllng lhem on
the block morkel. Whol did the Slote
db? ll onnounced thot lt would
import wolklngs slicks.from obrood.

This meosure so lrighlened the mer-
chonts thot lhey resumed selling
wolking slicks over lhe counter ond
the price dropped so shorply thot
every one could offord one. Soon,
however, thete were no wolking
sticks lefl to buy. Moreover, some
people storled to grumbte thot
olthough they owned thln wolking
slicks, lhey hod to poy os much os
did those who owned thick ones,
while short citizens comploined thot
lhey should be loxed les lhon toll
ones, whose wolking sticks wele
much longer.

One comploint led lo onolhel
ond before long lhe whole Stole
wos up in orms. Ihe Chomber of Llp-
pery wos hoslily convened ond
speeches were given ln prolse of
both wolking slicks ond lheir toxes.
Since the lull lext of these speeches
oppeored in oll lhe newspopers,
lhere is no need to repeol lhem
here. But we will menlion the Chom-
be/s decision, whlch wos lo send o
lumber-purchosing mision obrood
so thot every cilizen could hove o

wolking stlck. This step wos necesso-
ry becouse lhe Stole did nol hove
enough lrees. And why dldn'l lt?
Becouse whenever o hee wos plon-
ted lt wos stolen by rchoolchlldren
for thelr tubor Doy celeberotions. A
committee wos oppolnted lo nego-
tiote on lnternotionol bonk loon for
the purchose of the lumber, ond
onother wos sel up to delermine
where the lumber should be bought.

COURIESY: News lrcm lsrcel Jan.'91

Tronsloted fiom Herbrew by Hillel Holkin
From lhe book ol lhe Stotq Agnon's Col-
lecled Vilorks, Schocken, 1955.
S.Y Agnon ('1888-1970), is universolly
regorded os one ol lhe greolesl wdlers
ol Hebrew ficlion (Agnon received lhe
Nobel Pilze for Llierolure in '1966). He
wrole one work of pollticol sollre, Ihe
Eook of lhe Slote, considered o mosl
scolhing expos6 ol lhe young stole.

LEADERS SINCE A LONG TIME

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE IUA]TED

19,500 acres of coffee plantations. Country's largest

curer, curing about 907o of the total production.
&er 4)years of experience.

Growing coffee by employing the best cultivation
methods. Consoliddted Coffee also grows, Tea,

Cardamom, pepper and oranges. A leading exporter
of Coffee,lhq are also authorised clearing & forwarding ag€nts.

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibeta - 571 215
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Y SEARCH OF ANSWERS: INDIAN
/OMEN'S VOICES FROM IYIANO.
;HI edited by Madhu Kishwar and
luth Vanita: Horizon lndia Books.
'.O. Box 3224 New Delhi l lOOt3:
econd revised edition; 1991:
p.24*, Rs.200.

There is an uncluttered directness
r the pages of this publication which
emands participatory reading from
s. Madhu Kishwar and Ruth Vanita
-'e to it that the reader is involved in
re lives of the oppressed and silent
omen of lndia. After 239 pages when
e are just about to give up the task of
omen's upliftment as hopeless, they
ep in with a note aboutManushi and
:ach us how to go about the task of
efence and regeneration. All things
rn be done if the will to act is there!
Manushi was founded in 1978 and
re first task of this Delhi-based
omen's organisation was publishing
journal. During the '80s, the journal
elped build a widespread
rformation-gathering systern to col
'ct data about the life situation of
omen in different parts of the coun-
y. lt is appalling that despite literacy,
rcr€ased mobility and a modernised
'e-style,we remain largely ignorant of

the lives of our sisters elsewhere in
lndia

ln the past, Indian mythology and
legends had helped in getting the
women together on the emotional
plane. Marushi's upecial tenth anni-
versary triple-issue January-June
1989) shrewdly brought together
Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Karnataka, Delhi and Kashmir by
essays on women saints like Awaiyar
and Mirabai, Gangasati and Akka
Mahadevi, Sahjobai and Lal Ded. The
issue was meant to insinuate that a
woman could lead a life of fulfillment
without assuming the traditional role
of a mother. One could rebel against
one's husband and inJaws and yet be
revered by society.

Madhu and Ruth had then collabo-
rated in writing a research-article on
the life and work of Mirabai where they
admired her disregard for public opin-
ion, "that great deterrent !o unortho-
dox actions, especiallv for women,
even today." Mira had broken down
several value systems triumphantly
and so had several other women dev-
otees like Kunwarsena and Ratansena,
daughters of Narsi Mehta. Such
behaviour had aroused the ire of
priests but the devotees had not been
persecuted ejs heretics. Madhu and
Ruth rightly felt that Mira and other
women bhaktas can be used as pow-
erful symbols for nurturing a self-
respect movement amongst women.
Sadly, in a land that swears by the sati
myth, a woman whtl achieves great-
ness beyond familial and societal
norms "is not (an) easily imitable
model."

Not any more, perhaps, to juJge by
the earlier issues of Marutshi and this
selection of "the most incisive records

- analysis as well as testimony - to
have appeared in the journal in the
first five years' . Of coursc, it is a tale of
trials galore. But there has been a tri-
umph or two which gives us hope. As
when 10,000 women of poverty-
ridden Tehri Carhwal demonstrated
on 20 November l97 l aaainst drunk-

enness and brought the evil under
control. The Shritkari Mahila AghailiS
success in gatting recognition for,
women's rights. The well publicised
Chipko Movement.

However, the general scenario is
one of encircling gloom. Madhu Kish-
war's introduction takes a close look
into.the life of the rural woman. Her
many burdens. Deprivations. Devalua-
tion. "The logic is simple; it takes
money to replace an animal, whereas
to replace a woman is not only easy
but under certain circumstances even
remunerative"

Land ownership and tenancy rights
are still with men. The law on equal
property rights to women remains 'a
dead letter'. Osing pickaxes for pens,
Madhu lists the manyways in which the
rural woman is being exploited by a
man-dominated hierarchy. The story is
the same in the organised sector (fac-
tories, mines, plantations) where
women's share in the total employ-
ment has shown an alarming decline
thereby reducing her chances of
attaining self-respect through gainful
employment. Where men earn, "drink-
ing, smoking, and other forms of per-
sonal consumption" take precedence.
The "increasing visibility" of a few
women-achievers should not hide the
ugly reality of this widespread sorrow.
In fact, despite education, women
remain in a pitiable state of depend-
ence and helplessness be they from
rural or urban lndia, of middle or
labouring class.

So what do we, the "relatively prM-
leged", do? Try to go to th-e villages,
says Madhu: "collect and dissseminate
information about the specific nature
of rural society and women's lives in it,
in different parts of the country". This
material would help in applying correc-
tives like assuring wcmen of pricri[.,
right to work, safety from sexual
harassment, lesser domestic drudgery,
and freedom to combat atrocities like
wife-beating and drunkenness. The
disarmament of the r ural elite is anoth-
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er need of the hour for "the use of fire-
arms and other lethal weapons to settle
social and political issues makes the
atmosphere much more male-
dominated and anti-women" Above
all, we must make proper use of the
classical heroines as role-models in
our work:

"Gandhi's Sita is not the self-
effacing, fire-ordeal facing Sita. Gan-
dhi's Sita is a woman who will not let
her husband touch her if he approach-
es her in a disrespectful way, nor dared
the mighty Ravana ravish Sita against
her will though she stayed a captive in
his kingdom for many years (sic). She
also becomes a symbol of Suadeshi.
She is a woman who will not dress up
in order to appear attractive and be a
sex object. Similarly he saw Mirabai,
the leading bhakti poet, as a symbol of
Satgagraha."

As it was with the tenth anniversary
issue, /n Sea rch of Anstuers has an all-
lndia perspective. When it comes to
victimising women, one gtate is as bad
as another. The section on 'women's
lives' is a naturalistic description of the
day-to-day lives of women in Punjab,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Bihar.
Berny Horowitz and Madhu Kishwar
seel< the truth about Punjab's rural
macrocosm through a study of the
microcosm: a village with a population
of 2561. lt is a carefully-done statistical
study, a model for would-be investiga-
tors of the rural scenario.

There is definitely a 'believe it or not'
atmosphere about the rural truth. Pun-
jab that lives on glasses and glasses of
milk (as we have been given to under-
stand) has often no milk for its women!
While a family readily borrows Rs.6000
to get a son married, the woman of the
house (from whose swollen breasts
pus oozes out continuously) is given
no medical treatment. The agricultural
labourers have no rest even during
delivery. Not unoften "the women gave
birth at night and went to the fields
for cotton picking the next m-orning."
The girl child is definitely unwelcome.
With an average workday of 15.5 hours
and several more needed for domestic
chores, the lot of women in the agricul-
tural sector is unenviable.

What is most cruel in these areas is
the loss of r,arental srrpnor'i Th.
romantir: scene of 'Ruth amid alien
corn' changes to a very real tragedy of
loneliness made unbearable by wife-
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beating as admitted by the village
women. Consider this one:

"...the woman was beaten with a
stick by her sister-in-law's husband;
she was injured and had to be treated
by a doctoi. She also reported that her
mother-in-law beats her with a broom,
her father-in-law beats her as and when
he likes, and her husband beats her
with whatever comes to hand."

The anxious activists from the urban
milieu thus receive answers which
range from "grim fatalism to acute dis-
satisfaction"

But wait. This Punjab segment is rel-
atively prosperous. The ladies can
afford at least a meal of rotis and chil-
lies. Sulabha Brahme's study of the
hamal (porter) women in Pune takes
us right into a Dantean Malbowge.
Migrants from rural areas to escape
from starvation, they earn between Rs.
1.50 and Rs. 3 on a good day! Horrible
working and living conditions, wide-
spread disease, an eternal struggle for
just one meal per daj. As Shantabai
succintly describes her life, "man's
work is from sun to sun but women's
work is never done". lt is starvation
again. Where can they go from here?

So what next? Indian women do not
easily rebel but there are moments
when one says enough is enough. The
section on women's struggles con-
tains extremely relevant documenta-
tion of the part played by women in
the Bodhgaya Land Struggle, the
Chipko Movement and the Shramik
Sanghatana of tribal women in Dhulia
District. These accounts inject new
strength into our psyche. One exam-
ple: "As a result of the liquor pot-
breaking . campaign (in Dhulia
District), and because women started
beating up men who beat their wives,
and compelled them to apologise,
wife-beating and alcohclism were
considerably r6duced, but did not
completely disappear".

Of course, men cannot be trans-
formed into angels overnight. But the
point had been made. Women could
not be taken for granted from now
onwards. For instance, after some rich
peasants and landlords had been oiv-
en an organised beating up in Kuran4i
village in 1973, the incidence of ralre'
lras declinr:C , onsid,:'rabl','

The section on family violence is

searing. Ranjani's last letters before
her suicide; Kanchan Mala Hardv

burnt to death; Tarvinder Kaur
destroyed by kerosene and match
box;Malarkodi beaten to death by her
drunken husband. Young brides all.
There is just a glimmer of hope when
we read about the courageous stand
of Premlata's parents against dowry
and the organised protests against the
Narangs, the Chopras. But the police?
The law? Also the enemies within the
female race. Mother-in-law. Sister-in-
law. Women all:

"As long as we women are divid-
ed against ourselves, as long as we
see ourselves not as women but as
some man's wife or mother, our
struggle is hopeless. We are our
own destroyers".
The inimical attitude could be the

result of a vicious circle:
"Religion, the films, her elders,

her own, her mother's experience,
alltell her that if a woman is unhap-
py, nothing can be done about it -it must be her own fault. And she
who has been denied happiness
and freedom, grudges them to her
daughter-in-law, who may be edu-
cated, employed, who has access
to a world she has never seen. She
grudges them even to her own
daughter."

'Caste, Class and Police Violence'
gets chilling documentation from
Vibhuti Patel, Darryl D'Monte and K.
Manoharan. A report by the Agra Jan
Sangharsh Sahyog Samiti unveils the
pitiless harrassment of women activ-
ists (the Chhatra Yuva Sangharsh
Vahini in this case) by the police. For
can the police afford to be exposed to
the public? What will happen to their
liquor bribes, their 'cut' in land-
grabbing, their part in political mur-
ders? How easily the police and law
courts get away with such active con-
nivarrce and criminal apathy!

The Manushr editorial of 1981 carr-
ies a terrible indictment of the state of
our society and 'the guardians of law'.
Since the police and crime investiga-
tors in other places like lrarr, Argenti-
na, Soviet Union and U.S.A. are also
'torturers in ulriforn'r', police behaviour
in lndia is ano'.her qlobal phenome-
non. Howc'.,cr. this is no time to feel
helpiess or demoralised. Organised
,r./rr^Sl a.lll ,'t:ll 1t:.1-r.c.! t; t, lh4 frrO-
testors bettei avc.rid be'ggirrg tlre Police
or governrYlerrt for help:

"L-et us organise around these cas-



s, pass our own collective judge-
rents (as we have done in each one
,f our protest demonstrations), and
,ring the weight of organised
/omen's opinion against those who
ommit atrocities on us. Let us see to
that these men are made to suffer

ome of the trauma, humiliation and
ocial denigration that has so far been
,ur lot. Let us report such cases to the
ress and publicise them".
Recently I had joined'a women's

emonstration that decried the drink-
rg habit and the disfavouring of the
:male child. lt was disappointing to
ee that not a single passerby of this
:nlightened city' showed interest in
re two hundred women who walked
r the hot sun shouting slogans. But it
'as not a disheartening experience.
'or many women this was the dread-
d first step and they were now
harged with a certain self-
onfidence. Manushi calls for such
eginnings and In Search of Arawers
; a potent guide-book for the millions
f women who want to do something
rcietally useful so that the bride will
ot be burnt, the mother will not die
rr want of medical help and the hap-
y home will not be destroyed by alco-
olism and wife-beating. ln short,
edefine the kind of society we viant
r live in".
eviewed by DR. PREVIA NANDAK0MAR,
rthor and journalist.

'OICES FROM WITHIN, by Malavika
.arlekar: Oxford 0niversity Press,
iombay; 1991; pp.Z?li Rs.225

;OCIALISATION, EDOCATION
ND WOMEN edited by K. Channa;
)rient Longman, New Delhi; 1988;
p.32O; Rs. 150

One of the heartening things about
rodern lndia is the partial emancipa-
on of women, though we have miles
"ill to trudge towards total social
mancipation. lt was the result partly
f an intellectual revolution, and of
rcio-economic developments which
ov.rballed after the second world

'ar.

Both the books explore aspects of
ris transformation and the book by
\alavika Karlekar will be widely read
ecause of its intensely human inter-

est. The other book edited by Karuna
Channa will interest a narrow section
of students, though anyone who per-
sists in reading through the articles
will gain a great deal by way of percep-
tion and insights. Also, it is packed
with details of great value.

Karlekar recounts how a class of
women of the upper social strata over
three quarters of the last century
beginning as housewives ultimately
emerged to be individuals in their own
rights. They sought their own identity
as persons but in this attempt they
faced enormous difficulties, part of
which arose from their own outlook
which had come to accept the prima-
cy of their roles as wives, mothers and
matrons of large establishments.
Their early socialization in values and
attitudes and the communal wisdom
regarding the role of women was
something that remained with them
all their lives, so much so that even
when one of them emerged to be the
first woman doctor of Bengal, her
atention was divided between domes-
tic and professional demands and the
calls of familial duty were never sacri-
fied.

Modern lndian national develop-
ment is the history of the liberation of
lndia from a colonial incubus. Similar,
is the liberation of women from the
restricted and constraining antahpur,
the women's quarters. The sharp divi-
sion of the world of men which was
public from that of thr: ,,','cnrcn ille r,'ita

bly led to a near colonial situation
where the values of the male tended to
dorninate women, their social position
and their persons themselves. The

chapter detailing the life in these inner
spaces with their suffocation (both
environmental and psychological) as
well the great compensations by way
of human intimary, companionship
as well groupism is one of the most
valuable parts in the book.

The sense of identity of women as
persons had to be realised and this
they could achieve only by writing
about it either for their own satisfaction
or for the edification of others. There-
fore education became the door
through which they could escape the
inner quarters where they were segre-
gated. But there was the rub - for
according to traditionalwisdom the act
of writing or reading was not for girls or
for women. They had to persue it on
the sly, or with the tacit permission or
connivance of their female relations; or
the active support of the men. The
struggle for the right to literary and lat-
er to a rudimentary education as nar-
rated in these pages is veritably a saga.
The effort at education was through
several stages, through initial attempts
at self-educatlon, by tuition at home,
later at schools. Each stage had its own
difficuhies and the objections to be
faced at allthese were formidable. For
instance the problem of proper apparel
for girls going to school and the trans-
port to be used were ticklish issues.

In these the role of the reformers
shines like a candle in a dark night.
Many of them were Brahmos and they
set an example by getting their women
educated. But it appears that even the
most committed felt that education
could be a headstrong potent wine
which might wreck the social system.
They took care to ensure that the wom-
en were educated in the "right" values
and that they would not abandon their
duties. Exhortatory lessons were writ-
ten into the text books that were spe-
cially meant for them. It is quite likely
that the example of the enthusiastic fol-
lowers of Derozio and members of
Young Bengal had shaken Bengali
Society.

Once they had some exposure to lit-
erary and education,, these women
were to vindicate their worth and indi-
viduality as sensitive beings in the brief
rncnroirs, autobicgraphies and bcol<s
that they wrote. Karlekar selects eleven
of these women and traces their new
lives. Some of them were to prove to
be remarkable as was the mother of



K.C. Sen the great Brahmo leader.
Another was Kamini Ganguly the first
Bengali women doctor and a third the
poet Kamini Roy. But it was no total
new life though a new richness came
into their perceptions. Yet they did not
discard the old as totally useless lum-
ber.

There is more in the book than has
been indicated in this brief review. The
debates on the education of women,
the curriculae to be designed for their
studies, the role of Annette Ackroyd,.
and of Debendranath Ganguly, no less
of lswar Chandra, the new conjugal
felicities that opened up consequent to
an inner awakening and above all the
sociology and the psychology of the
inner apartment have all been delineat-
ed with a sure but sensitive pen. This
book is an analysis of an important
aspect of modern lndian social life and
should not be regarded as exclusively
belonging to women's studies. Hope-
fully, similar studies would be made of
other regions as well.

It will be interestingj to compare the
same theme of women writing their
memoirs in two of the articles in K.
Channa's edited volume. C.S. Laksh-
mi finds s definite negative attitude
towards educated women in modern
Tamil literature, an attitude that per-
sisted for a very long time. They are
still regarded as "arrogant, defiant,
sociable ,1, I lroyislr " [:r'idently' U r.
transform'ation that has come about in
Maharashtra and Bengal, with re3ard
to viewing educated women is still to
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dawn in Tamilnadu. ln the study of five
autobiographies of women who were
nearly first generation literate or edu-.
cated, Meenakshi Mukherjee under-
lines the point raised by Karlekar as to
how literacy and education as well the
environment did heighten their aware-
ness of their situation and their sensi-
tivity to things around them.
Education has therefore remained
central and a number of essays in the
edited volume explore the record of
education of women. Many of them
are articles surveying the progress
during the last half a century.

Socialization patterns tend to
emphasize the subordinate position of
women and this has persisted for a
long time. What Bhatty writes of the
deliberate downgrading of women in
the attitudes of women themselves as
seen in UP Muslim households is
equally true of Hindu households as
well. This can be remedied, as an
experimental venture in Sardar Patel
Vidyalaya demonstrated. Here boys
who came from a prejudiced back-
ground were able to take up to
women's professions with enthusiasm
(Vibha Parthasarathy). Another study
on the professional career of women
too points out how inspite of astonish-
ing progress in the field of managerial
positions as well as entrepreneurship
society still has to accept them as
men's equals. (Pushpa Sundar)

The fact, however, remains that in
our society girls and womJn have
been,for a long time reminded of their
distinctive gender. Though this has
remained persistant, yet the con-
sciousness of women with a distirrct
physiology has not been explored in
writing in our land. Orientation to one-
self as a woman with clear distinctions
on grades of sex and gender is
explored in a very sensitive essay by
Veena Das; this is one of the most
rewarding of essays and its novel
approach will strike many readers.

This collecUon of essays is valuable.
and should have a readership beyond
the circle of social scientists.

Reviewed by DR. R. SRINMSAN

TRYING TO GROW by Firdaus Kan-
ga: Ravi Dayal Publishers. 518
Sujan Singh l",tk, Ferv Delhi
IIOOO3; 1990; pp.235, Rs.95.

The main characters of Firdaus
Kanga's novel "Trying to Grow" are
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)arayus Kotwal ('Brit') and the city of
iombay. Not the whole city, mind
ou, but its more respectable parts,
rough no doubt for the sake of
ompleteness references to the red
ght district are thrown in. The novel
lso centres around the rather likea-
le but somewhat eccentric Parsi
>mmunity with its fads and pseudo
nglicisms, crowned by its devotion
r the British Royal Family.
It is against this background that

re hero, Darayus Kotwal, the crip-
le, functions, and throughout the
ovel is referred to as 'Brit' (short for
rittle). He is also rather quaintly
alled 'Osteo', short for 'Osteogene-
s imperfecta' '('Osteogenesis'
reaning formation of bone). Merci-
rlly, Brit has a lively, at times almost
rotesque sense of humour, which
revents him from indulging in self-
ity and brooding over his infirmity.
e thus gets his family to succumb
r ffrost of his whims at different
ages of life. Not that his mother
rd father, Sera and Sam ('father's
rme rhymed with Palm not Pam')
:n't insist on Brit in his youth
rdergoing some of their foibles.
hus they don't stop tryinq to cure
it. He is, for example, taken to

reet Wagh Baba (based no doubt
1 a true godman recently departed)
ho lies naked with a lovely female

attendance. 'She began to rub
'agh Baba's thighs slightly higher
>'. The great man then pronounces
e cure: 'Appli warm salt on legses'.

A bizzare scene amusingly handled
by the author, and typical of the
humour running through the novel.

Phiroze Kotwal, the legless narra-
tor, has a fine sense of the gro-
tesque. The various stupidities of the
Kotwal family are both sharply drawn
and cleverly intermingled with the
larger eccentricities of his own Parsi
community. One of the better known
stupidities is the 'Kaaj', or match-
making. An age old custom this, by
no means confined to the Parsis, but
the Parsis manage to impart to the
custom a certain well regulated pro-
cedure. Thus Brit's sister Dolly (who
understandably ends up by marrying
a Muslim in America) is introduced
to a rather rich but brainless Parsi
whom she proceeds to mock merci-
lessly. By way of getting him to reveal
his intelligence, she flings such
questions at him as 'Now tell me
what do you think of Kant's catqlor-
ical imperative,' and later, 'Do you
think the paintings of Turner pointed
the way to Debussy's music ...'. On
another occasion, Sera, Dolly's
mother, tells Defarge, a curiously
named female matchmaker, 'That
boy was a moron if ever I've seen
one, and his mother is a cry baby'

'Trying to Grow' is a mixture of fun
and sorrow. The fun loving author, alas,
is himself a cripple. There are obvious
autobiographical touches in the novel
but in many ways Brit appears to tran-
scend the author. Obviously many
things Brit does and the pranks he
indulges in are invented, and provide
the fun in the novel. But the sadness is
also there, and this lends a touch to
reality. For instance Britls pain, his
tears, his longing to jump from his
wheel chair and go somewhere: 'l'd bro-
ken a thigh bone and couldn't move,
not because of the pain but because of
the terror ...' But of course he can't. And
these rather moving passages are a sor-
rowful reminder that both Darayus Kot-
wal (Brit) and Firdaus Kanga do have
something in common.

Despite his inf irmity, Brit nevertheless
has many friends, both male and
female. With ont: clc'se tliend, Cyrus, he
develops - quitc understandably -
homosexual urqc-s, but the urge passes.
He frolicks with several girls, finally hav-
ing a love affair u,ith one of them, Arrry.
Bur the rndln ihrrrsf of the novei is liis

close friendship with Cyrus, and the
homosexual relationships both seem to
desire but never quite achieve, and they
eventually pair off with their respective
girlfriends.

There are enough girls to choose
from with their different characters and
attributes. But Amy, the librarian, is the
middlewoman, so to speak, and much
of the plot revolves round Amy, Brit and
Cyrus. They spend much time together
and generally explore the city. lt is
through these three characters that we
are introduced to many landmarks in
the city, and to the extraordinary variety
of races that inhabit it, all of them with
their peculiar characteristics and ways
of living.

It is a pity this amusing novel dis-
plays a certain immaturity. It is almost a
lexicon of sex and sexual terminology.
Brit and his friend.Cyrus virtually run
through most of the common sexual
and filthy outbursts - that dirty little
word shit being the least amongst
them. One wonders whether the author
is trying to prove his manhood and
maturity. Even the particular circum-
stances in which the characters find
themselves do not warrant the repeti-
tive and exceedingly boring use of
these words. Certainly sexual terms are
used in European and American nov-
els, but only when a particular situation
really warrants their use. Perhaps here
the only justification for the use of such
words is that they serve as a kind of
sexual outlet for Brit, the cripple. It nev-
ertheless constitutes rather an imma-
ture outlet and lowers the tone of an
otherwise considerable achievement.

For the novel has many genuinely
comic passages and Brit finds himself
in amusing situations. For instance he
pokes fun at the corrupt and slapdash
way in which exams are held. Brit also
exposes superstitions; he recites
unending 'mantras' which help in the
passing of exams! Even in his love-
making, Brit - bravely, retains the
humour inherent in his make up. He
and Amy laugh together, and cuddle
into each other. Amy then pays Brit the
greatest compliment a cripple can
receive, [3rrt, yc-ru are tite sexiest rnari
I've ever met'.

Thus, in a sense, Brit, sitting in his
wheelchair explores the love, sorrow
and humour of this world. lt is as if the
authc,i w':rr telling us. in easily flowing
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prose, that it is not necessary to move
around the world to discover these
qualities. One discovers them at one's
doorstep, sitting in a wheelchair. In this
case the doorstep happens to be Bom-
bay, peopled by Brit's various friends.
The friends, male and female, are lively
and intelligent, and many of the city's
landmarks become integrated with the
friends as they move around the city
and discuss their problems, their loves
and their disappointments. Cranted the
novel lacks a certain depth and power
with which really mature novels are
intertwined. These qualities are bound
to reveal themselves in time. But this is
a first novel, and a novel of considera-
ble prbmise.

Reviewed by MR. HOMI J. VAKEEL
Publishing Consultant and Editor

BETWEEN MAR)( AtlD CHRIST by
James Bentle$ Disha Publications,
Delhh 1990; pp.19l; Rs.150

This book presents an overview of
the dialogue that has been taking place
between Marxism and Christianity in
Qerman-speaking Europe over the
period 1870 and 1970. The author
traces the origins of this dialogue and
its development over a century of very
fruitful, if often contentious interaction
between the two great traditions.

On the face of it, there can be no
greater incompatibles than Maxism
and Christianity. The former is materi-
alistic and atheistic while the latter is
predicated on the spiritual and the
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dMne. While Maxism focusses on the
struggles to be waged in the here-and-
low against social oppression,
Christianity seems to stress the para-
mountcy of the hereafter over worldly
concerns. Marx does not shrink from
violence to overthrow unjust class
structures, while Christ is the epitome
of non-violence in thought, word and
deed. What, then, do the two divergent
and rivaltraditions have to say to each
other?

Lenin had, shortly before his death,
categorically asserted that'Commu-
nism and Catholicism offered two
diverse, complete and inconfusable
conceptions ol human life.' On ttre iiae
of Catholicism, Pope Pius Xl had pas-
sed the severest strictures against
Communism and had issued an edict
of excommunication against any Cath-
olic who subscribed to the godless
creed. The only dialogue between the
two traditions would therefore bid fair
to bea dialogue of the deal if one were
to go by the entrenched official posi-
tions on both sides of the dMde.

However, Bentley shows by painstak-
ing documentation that perceptive
individuals on the sides of both Marx-
ism and Christianity were alive to the
concerns of their opposite numbers,
and were seriously exploring areas of
convergence and complementarity in
the two traditions, while not seeking
arbitrarily to gloss over the areas of con-
tention and contradiction. Three
prominent ivlarrd$s on the one side, and
three prominent Christians on the other
have been chosen by Bentley to o(em-
pnry this vgry interesting
Maxist-Christian dialogue. The Max-
ists are Karl Kautslry, Ernst Block and
Milan Machovec, while the Christrais
are Christoph Blumhardt, Karl Barth
and Dorothee Solle, all formidable
names in philosophical theological
circles.

While the Christians are aware of the
limitations and foibles of historical and
institutional Christianity, they are open
to some of the insights and aspirations
of their Marxist interlocutors even while
they are unable to share some of the
basic ideological premises held by the
latter. The Man<ists in turn decry the
blind dogmatism and institutional regi-
mentation that the praxis of Marxism
has often entailed and have explored
new dimensions to the life and teach-
ings of Jesus Qhrist, who is not

necessarily seen as a meek and mild
mart1/r but as a rebel who actively
fought for the cause of the liberation of
the oppressed and paid the price of his
life for that cause. For many Maxists,
early Christian communism was the
forerunner of the aspired to classless
society that was to emerge in the
course of history. For them, the official
church has projected Christ in a one-
sided and totally inadequate manner
that does not do justice to the catalytic
and cathartic role that he really per-
formed in society. The Church has
monopolised, domesticated and emas-
culated the message of Jesus and has
done a grave disservice to him in the
process. PassMty, alienation and acqui-
escence in the iniquitous stat $ quo
has been the result for Christians, and
this anomaly needs to be set right.

Christian theological thinkers on
their part acknowledge that the Maxist
urge ior social justici and the libera-
tion of the cippressed has a long
pre-history in both the Old and the New
Testaments. A theism that prescinds
from the 'Social Question' is another
form of blasphemy, and indeed of
apostasy, as God is the Father of the
poor and is the Judge of the unjust rich
who resort to violence and oppression
to keep themselves in power. The athe-
ism of the Marxists is in this sense
preferable to a smug and socially
unconcerned theism which in effect
banishes God to a distant heaven while
leaving the earth free for the machina-
tions of social predators. lndeed, as
Dorothee Solle emphasizes, positive
atheism is not incompatible with Chris-
tianity, provided the gods it demolishes
are man-madC figments and projec-
tions that serve as totems and alienate
men from their fellow humans. Wor-
ship of God without concern for one's
fellowmen is an o<ercise in futility.
Atheism can serve the useful purpose
of reminding even believers that God is
the wholly 'other' who is inscrutable
and who is accessible only in human
fellowship and solidarity. God made in
man's image and likeness is indeed no
God. Here iconoclasm is necessary
even to worship the one true God who
is beyond comprehension and is not
amenable to manipulation for selfish
ends.

The paradox of the Man<ist-Christian
dialogue is that the Christian requires
to be a Marxist of sorts in order to be



rthentically Christian while the Marxist
quires to encounter Christ if he is to
e a genuine Marxist. Maxism chal-
nges Christianity to social and
clitical involvement whlle Christianity
rallenges Manisni to face the ques-
rn of transcendence in human life.
oth Manism and Christianity have
reir utopias and each its ovrn version
I eschatology.
One cannot be invohed in social

lairs without the Maxist commitment
, the dimension of immanence, while
rc cannot keep llope alive in and
rrough life's vicissitudes without the
hristian commitment to the dimen-
on of transcendence.
Bentley has made a valuable contri-
rtion to our understanding of the
Dstantive points as well as of the
/namics of inter-faith dialogue as it
rs evohed among some eminent
an<ist and Christian thinkers. At a
ne when classical Maxism seems to
rve run out of steam and when Chris-
mity seems to have taken a back seat

intemational social and political
fairs, it is instructive to observe how
rncemed intellectuals have oplored
rys and means of revftalislng socially
levant insights and themes from the
o baditions through a serious and
stained dialogue between them.

rlcwcd by DR"UOIIEL FERIIAIIDES, [,cctur-
ln lntcmatlonal PoUdcs, Dcpt. of CMcs and
,Udcs. Bombry 0nlvcrslg.

ECU1ARTSTUI - I.AW ATJD THE
ONSTIT0flON OF INDTA bY Dr.
,P. Sathq lndian Secular Socie$,
50/8A Shivajinagar, Pune 4l I 004;
990; pp.28; Rs 10.

"Secularism" says Dr. Sathe is not
rly a philosophical necessity - it is a
'actical need for keeping lndia united
spite of its religious and cultural
versity. Secularism and federalism
e two essential asPects of lndian
rtionhooil. Secularism has to be
rengthened".
ln a brief but clear analysis of how,
spite the repeated Professions of

ecularism', we have come to the
'esent sorry state of communal ten-
on and violence, Dr. Sathe conveys
:veral unpalatable and bitter home-
uths.
lndia, perhaps, fits theoretically, into

the second of the four rnodels of
state-religion relationship available
hom historical and contemporary pol-
itics: 'A state which treats all religions
with equal respect though it may not
have its own religion (Sarua-dharma-
Samabhaua). The other three models
to which Dr. Sathe refers are: (i) A the-
ocratic state which professes its own
religion. lt may not be bad or anti-
democratic or discriminatory e,\cept
in a few cases; (ii) A secular state
which neither has its own religion nor
promotes or obstructs any other reli-
gion; and (iii) An anti-religious state in
which atheism is cherished.

The secular state in Europe and
America was preceded by the Renais-
sance which liberated the human
mind from religious bigotry.ln lndia, a
pluralistic society which included even
atheistic streams like Buddhism, Cha-
ravaka and Jainism, renaissance had
to be brought about by law and, there-
fore, the emerging secular state could
not be totally non-interventionist in
matters purely religious nor interven-
tionist in matters temporal though
connected with religious activity.

ln Dr. Sathe's view, the three essen-
tials of secularism are:

(i) Religion does not figure or
matter in the relations between
the state and the individual. ln
other words, the state should
be non-discriminatory.

(ii) The State does not figure h the
relationship between the indi-
vidual and his religion. The
scope of such religious free-
dom of anlndividualwould be
confined to'other-worldly and
non-temporal matters, a private
area of conscience.

(iii) Under the lndian Constitution,
in the relationship between the
State and religion, the State has
an interventionist as well as a
non-interventionist role to play
uis-a-urs religion.

Historically, in Dr. Sathe's view, the
choice of a secular lndian State was
not merely a reaction to the Muslim
League's demand for a Muslim nation.
It emerged out of the desire for a just.
humane and democratic polity for a
diverse society like lndia which was
(and is) an amalgam of various reli-
gions, languages, ethnic groups and
even atheistic streams.

It should be noted that the word
'socialist' was tagged on to the word
'Secular' jn the preamble to the Cohsti.
tution of lndia during the ignominious
days of the Emergency. Unhappily, as
Dr. Sathe laments, "there has been a
notable decline of commitment to sec-
ularism" since then. "Gone are the
days when a Nehru could take
umbrage at Dr. Rajendra Prasad's act
of washing the feet of Brahmins or per-
forming the inauguration of the Sorthi
Somnath temple!" Today, according to
Dr. Sathe, for all practical purposes,
lndia is a Hindu State which provides
equal treatment to minorities. He right-
ly points out that secularism cannot be
practised by passing'laws. "We have
plenty of laws and plenty of platitudes.
But, in reality, we are becoming more
and more communal, parochial and
inward looking."

How did this degeneration come
about?

Dr. Sathe shows that the record of
both the State and the Judiciary has
been unfortunate. Stressing, that
although Article 25 of the Constitution
guarantees personal religious freedom,
itmakes such freedom subject to pub-
lic order, morality and health and to
other provisions of Part lll (Fundamen-
tal Rights) of the Constitution. This
clearly envisages an inteventionist role
for the State. Therefore while the State
should not interfere in matters and
activities purely an{ solely religious, it
has the power to do so in the interests
of public order, morality, health, the
fundamental rights of other citizens
and social welfare. For instance, Dr.
Sathe mentions that one cannot claim
the right to take a procession of Gan-
pati or Muharram as a matter of reli-
gious freedom since such a right is
subject to public order and the police
may regulate its route, timing or even
disallow it if it is likely to inflame com-
munal riots. One cannot claim to prac-
tice human sacrifice as part of religious
freedom or the dedication of girls to
God as deuadasis in the name of reli-
gion since both are opposed to moral-
ity.

Article 26 guarantees to every reli-
qious denomination the freedom to
manage its religious affairs. This right
is subject to public order, morality and
health. lt is, however, not subject to
another citizen's Fundamental Rights.
This, in Dr. Sathe's view is a drafting
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flaw. He suggests that Rights under
Article 26 should be qualified accord-
ingly.

But how has the State exercised
such powers? "lt has intervened where
it ought not to have and did not inter-
vene where its intervention was most
apt," comments Dr. Sathe. The SAte's
soft attitude towards the question of a
Muslim woman's right to maintenance
(the Shah Bano case and subsequent
legislation) or Roop Kanwar's Satlepi-
sode are o<amples of the wrong kind of
intervention and non-intervention
respectively.

Referring to child marriage, po|ga-
my, the unequal treatment of man €'
woman (in the law of succession), uni-
lateral divorce, a Christian woman's
difficulties in obtaining divorce under
the lndian Divorce Act, the absence of
adoption law amoilg Christians, Parsis
and Muslims and the unequal inheri-
tance laws, Dr. Sathe recommends a
more positive role for the State in
modernising personal laws. "The rul-
ers are appeasing both minority and
majority fundamentalism thEreby
helping the consolidation of their sep-
arate identities. No one has a right to
be governed by a personal law," Dr.
Sathe asserts. He points out that in
being equal to all religions, the State
appears to be'patronizing all religions.

Dr. Sathe blames ministers and oth-
er State functionaries who,'by their
conduct in office, have obliterated the
line dMding religion and State. Gov-
ernment functions begin with religious
invocations and the breaking of coco-
nuts. Temples are found in police sta-
tions and even in public sector
electronic factories. Satganaragart
Pqjas are performed in police stations
and other governmental organisa-
tions. Even worse is the fact that many
ministers and even judges are publicly
known to be disciples of one Godman
or the other.

While commending the healthY
provisions of the Election law which
makes appeal for votes on the basis of
religion a corruPt practice, Dr. Sathe
obslrves: "lt is not the lack of laws that
has caused the erosion of secularism
in lndia... Qnfortunately, we have two
types of parties, those wlticrl arJ oPen-
ty'and uninhibitedly communal and
tirose which are opportunistically
communal though Pretending to be

secular... lt was the lack of political will
rather than the lack of proper laws that
are responsible for inaction in not pro-
ceeding under the lndian Penal Code,
the Criminal Procedure Code and the
fums Act against harbouring of crimi-
nals, storing of arms and ammunition
or carrying on propaganda to create
enmity between different religious
groups within the premises of reli-
gions institutions."

After an exhaustive analysis of the
reasons for the decline in the commit-
ment to secularism. Dr. Sathe, reco-
gnising the limitations of the law,
points out "But we cannot make the
Constitution and the laws wholly
responsible for sustaining secularism.
Laws and constitutions after all are
words which require to be given
meaning by persons who draft them,
enforce them, or interpret them. lt is
here that our education, socialization
and State action have failed."

Rcvlcwcd by DILEEP DAIAL a tcbding pracUs-
lng at the Bombry Hlgh Court.

THE STATE IN BqRIttA by Robert H.
Taylon C. Hurst E Company; 1987;
lndian Distrlbutors: Orient Longman
Limlted, Kamanl Marg, Ballard Estate,
Bombry 40OO38: pp. 395: f,27.5O

Dr Taylor who has a Ph.D from Cor-
nell Oniversity is a lecturer in political
science at Cornell specializing in

South-East Asian affairs. This medium-
sized book takes off from Fumivall's
classic perspective on plural societies.
The later sections of the book will be of
immeasurable value to those interested
in a serious pursuit of political develop-
ments of South-East Asian'colonial
societies and their destinies after inde-
pendence.

Right from the introduction it
attempts to present a historical account
in a comparative perspective, and pre-
pares the background towards an
understanding of Burma's military take-
over. The subsequent culmination into
a one-parly socialist state is foreshad-
owed in the earlief narrative.

Among the various questions the
author'sets out to answer, the following
figure spaciously: Why has the State in
Burma developed in the comparatively
unorthodox manner that it has? What
have been the effects of the State's
autarkic policies on the country's econ-
omy and foreign relations? Who has
benefited and who has lost in the redis-
tribution of power and influence that
has taken place during the 20th centu-
ry?

The book chronicles a nascent
democracy stubbing itself out like a
dying cigarette butt.
Rcvlcwcd by trtR. VENKATESH RAGIIAVAII a
free lance writcr.
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R.S. Patil
D,N. Patodia
I{J.A. Patrawala
lndumati Parikh
Adil J. Patuck
B,B. Paymaster
llarina Pinto
S.A.,t Pinto
Stanlcy P. Plnto
H.D. Pithawalla
Ravi Poddar
D.I{. Popat
P.V. Pnbhu
hajalantra
Mridula Ramanna
NirmalRala
S.V. Raju
l(V. Ramanl
f,lJl. Ranc
N. Ranga Rao E Sons
J, Rao
N.B. Rao
K. Rama Rao
C, RaChmlkant
Nitin G. Raut
Pntap Rcddy
Nandkumar V. Rcge
B.N. Reportcr
B. Roy
Anilkumar S, Ruia
D.S. Saksena
Sanskriti Kendra
Mrinalini Sarabhai
B.K. Satapathy
S.P. Sathe
C. Satyanarayana
ors W. Schgttll
irlachia Sell
Anasuya R. Shcnoy
C.N. Shah
M.P. Shah

P.D. Shah
Sonal Shah
Vipln T. Shah
Mahipatrai J. Shah
T.N. Shanbhag
Becna Sherman
M.V. Shetti
Arun Shourie
Jaspal Singh
Khushwant Singh
Sodhi Gurmukh Singh
f4chtab Singh
Y. Sivali
Abe Solomon
Girdhar V. Somaiya
Robert W. Stewart
Nandini Srinivasan
P,N, Subramanian
K.R.V. Subrahmanlan
N. Subramanian
K.S. Sukumar
Abbas A. Suteir
SDIII Collcae
R.S. Tak
S.ll. Talera
S.D. Tandel
VJ. Taraporewalla
T.D. Tavaria
H.Jrl. Thacker
0sha Thakkar
B-[rl. Thapar
Manisha Tikekar
L Townsend
V. V. Tulzapurkar
Zcrxis R. Umrigar
Devindcr Jit Vadra
Prem Vaidya
O.P. Vaish
G.R. Venkatanarayana
[:tha Venkatesh
Pravin Vepari
V.V. Vrjayan
Mahesh Vikam
Vihang rq. Virkar
Nalin K. Vissanji
V,C. Vishwanathan
Dccpak lt/adhm
J.M. Waglc

The following have:
K.C. Khanna
G.A. Kharadi
F.T. Khorakiwalla
Itl.D. Kini
S.S. Kurahatti
P.R. Kumar
Leslie Sawhny Ccntre
Louella Lobo Prabhu
Aziz ,tladni
P,C. Aanaktala
K.Y. Mandlik
Asbok K. flanghnani
Rajcn K. Ivlariwalla
N.D.Irlarshall
IrLR. flasani
P"q. lvlasurckar
P.G.l{avlankar
F.A. Mcchcry
Anupam llchta
G.G. llehta
S.P,I{chta
Zarecn lqistry
J, Mlranda
Za Itlody
Jamshed lqohta
V. Krbhna Moorthy
Madhushrce Mukhcrjec
Vanita lvlulchandanl
lvl.D.I{ukhl
Lcch I{ulgaokar
Er. L. Munivclu
C. Muralikrishna
Padmlnl Murd
,{. ttagaraja
Kattc Nagaraja
Y.fl. NagaMlla
K.C. Nair
K.G. Nalr
J.R. Nimal
Vasudev V. Nori
Gayathri Narayan
Kiran H. Nayegandhi
D.K, Neog
J.K.S. Nicholson
P.G. Oak
Y.V. Pai
G.G, Parikh
C.V. Parker
Abha Rupcndra Pal
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