


How to Torture Tibetan Nuns
Some Easy Lessons from the Chinese Communists

The following is tle story of Ani Kalsong Polmo who suruiued. the ntost degrod.ing fornr of torture by tle commu-
nist Chinese for peaaeful protest agoinst the illegol occupotion of Tibet. She fled into erile in August 79g0.

ln January and March 1988 live nuns includ-
ing myself launched a wall-posler campaign to
protest against ihe continued persecution of our
people bythe Chinese. The Chinese made every
etfortto lerretout the authors of these posters, but
they did not succeed.

On 15 May 1988, nine ol us nuns, and two
monks lrom Ganri Thokar held a secret meeting
to stage a demonstration calling lor Tibetan lnde-
pendence and the release of political prisoners.
We vowed lhat we would keep our activities
peaceful, as advised by His Holiness lhe Dalai
Lama.

On 17 May 1988, we met in front of the
Jokhang temple and began the demonstration at
about 10 am. We made three rounds of the
.lhokhang, shouting slogans. We were about to
complete the third round when Chinese armed
police arrived in trucks and arrested us. They
forced us onto trucks and ordered us to stand with
our hands raised in the air. But while the trucks
journeyed towards the prison we kept shouting
slogans. This really inluriated the Chinese Public
Security Bureau police, who began beating us
wilh truncheons, rifle butts, etc. Some were kick-
ing us. A monk bled profusely, seriously hurt by
the assault.

I was asked the name of the ringleaders.
When I relused to say anything more, they brought
in a dog lo attack me. Fortunaiely I was wearing
thick robes that day, so the dog could only injure
my ankles and shoulders. Then they took me to
another room where an officer kicked me several
times. He also hit me in the face with a flat shiny
object. Whatever the oblect was, it caused un-
bearable pain. He kept on hitlirrg rne with this
unidentifiable object until he himself was exhausted.
My face was swollen. They searched me once
again and then handed me over to a woman
of{icer.

The woman took me lo another room where
she made me take off all my clothes. I was ordered
to lie pr61s and was beaten with truncheons f rom
head to heels. Afterwards lhey made me stand up

and jabbed a stick into my private parts. They did
this in full view of some male prisoners who were
watching from two windows.

Then a Chinese otficer took out an electric
cattle prod and jabbed it into my private parts. I felt
overwhelmingly embarrassed, ashamed, and
humiliated. The painwas so greatthat lnearly losl
consciousness. Finally, they draggdd me into
another cell, still naked. At around midnight I was
called for re-interrogalion. There were three Chinese
and two Tibetan offi'cers. I continued to stand by
my earlier statements. They became angry and
they made me lie down and began stomping on my
body. They broughl in a chair and made me squat,
and balance on my toes with my chin resting on
the chair. Everylime llellthey beat me. Thiswent
on for quite a while. After that, live prisons guards
came and kicked me around with all their might.
They twisted my arms behind me, I lost
consciousness.

The next morning llound mysell all alone in a
cell. The*re was blood on my face and my whole
body was in excruciating agony. During the fol-
lowing ten days my urine was red with blood.
Sometime later, two lady doctors cameto see me.
I showed lhem my body and told them of the pain
I was sutfering. lnstead of giving me medicalcare,
the doctor slapped me across the face and walked
off. I had no food that day, nor the previous day.
On the third day I was again taken for interrogation
and was beaten, once more.

Atter two months in captivity I was released
along with the other Shungseb nuns. Although the
Chinese ordered us to go straight to our nunnery,
I went to a hospital for treatment. After a month in
lhe hospital, the Chinese forced me to leave for
my nunnery.

When I reached there, I discovered that the
Chinese had begun daily re-education' sessions
to indoctrinate our nuns about the virtues ol the
communist system, and to convince us that Tibet
is an 'inalienable part ol China'. The nuns were
ordered not to follow the 'few splittists' headed by
the DalaiLama. The abbess and administralors of
the nunnery were warned that they would be held
responsible for any luture demonstrations by our
nuns. This went on for two months.

Again, in October I 989 nine Chinese came to
our nunnery. They stayed there to're-educate' us
till January I 99O. While they were lhere it was nol
possible lor us to pursue our religious activities.
Allprayerscomposed by His Holinesswerebanned.
Then, cn Feb!'ulr), 1 1, '1 990, the Chincse ex-
pelled 43 nuns, including myself , lrom Shungseb.
We were handed over to the district authorities
with his order:

a) Hencelorth we should not undertake any re-
ligious activities;

b) We should stay home and work in the field;
c) Allthe nunneries were banned'from admitting

us.

On reaching home in Lhoka, south ol Lhasa,
I found my mother ailing. She had been forced to
stand naked on ice lor three days lor shouting
slogans criticising the lack of religious freedom in
Tibet. My sister, Gyaltsen Choenyi, had served a
nine-month term in Gutsa prison lor taking part in
the March 1988 demonstration.

I decided that I must escape and tell the world
what the Chinese are doing to our people. I left
home by lying to my parents that I was going to
Shungseb to collect my remaining belongings. I

went straight to Lhasa, collected some money
and made for Mount Kailash in western llbet,
From there, I escaped to Nepalwith live nuns and
eight monks; we all wore lay cloihes. I reached
Dharamsala on August 21 , 1990.

Counesy: Rangzen, Spring 1994.

A
" Counter-revolutiona ry "

. Song

Looking from the window,
Seeing nothing but the sky,
The clouds that float in the sky
I wish were my parents.

We, the captured friends in spirit,
We might be the one's to fetch the
jewel.
No matter how hard we are beaten
Our linked arms cannot be sepa-
rated.

The cloud from the east
Is not a patch that is sewn;

The time will come when the sun

From beneath the clouds shall appear.

I am not sad.
II asked why,
Days will lollow days
And the time of release
Fronr here will occur.

(fltc u1,,,,..',,,r5 i..,,,,.,,1 ;1,,,,,';t,t.!!,/,b.,./.6
b), 11 u,,ut in Drapchi prisott in Lhasa *'hose
prison sen!ences were either doubled or tripled
for singing "counter- revolutionarv" songs.)
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BETWEEN OURSELVES...,
Some of us might recall that remarkable little bookby US President John Kennedy,

"Profiles in courage". stories of men who had much to lose by standingup for whatthey
felt was right, unmindful of the fact that by so doingthey were courtingunpopularity,
not to speak ofconsiderable personal loss. Taslima Nasreen is one such individual who
would have qualified for inclusion in the late President's collection of heroes.

She stood up not so nuch as a champion of women's rights but as a crusader against
religious fundamentalism. If communism and state capitalism were the devils of the 20th
century which fortunately won't be carried forward to the 21st, religious fundamental-
ism and its champions be they swamis, maulvis or padres or their counterparts in politics
will be the devils that will have to be challenged and beaten if the right of an individual
to Iive life according to her or his right is to prevail. This is what Taslima Nasreen did.
This is rvhy the mullahs are howling for her blood. This is why tr'ree,clon Fils! salutes her
- for her courage.

The facing page carries the heart rending narration by a Tibetan Nun who was
tortured by the Chinese communists and who, fortunately, lived to tell her story.
Commercial considerations have alas, made the Chinese communists the USA's MFN
and India's Chini bhai acceptable partners in international trade. We salute Nun Ani
Kalsang Palmo for her courage. With women like Taslima Nasreen and Nun Ani Kalsang
Palmo around, there is still hope.

A reader has complained that in the last issue there were too many reprints and too
many pages of book reviews. While we take note of the complaint may we say that by and
Iarge we reprint articles and comments that would interest readers, which contribute to
promoting the liberal view and, equally importantly, are not likely to have been read by
our readers in the publications in which they lirst appeared. As for too many pages being
given to book reviews, we would like to point out that in many cases these reviews are
themselves substantive articles by those who have specialised in the area ofknowledge
covered by the book they review. We might also mention here that our book reviewe have
drawn much appreciation not only from book publishers but also from many readers who
appreciate the attention paid to books at a time when,sadly, the reading habit is in
retreat' 

s.V.Raju, R.srinivasan
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lVe are competitive paranoids.

M r c 
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Unlta Clt.atni antr or:hat' bana d.o (Crush them into paste
and pickles)

Mr. Kanshi Ram's advise to his followers on how to deal with
legislator: defectingfrom his party, Ind.io.n Dxpress, July 14.

A man is known by the company he keeps. A nation is
known by the judiciary it has.

Justice Bhaktawar Lentin, Tlte Tintes of Ind.ia, July l5

Ifa woman recites theVedas it will affect her uterus and
she may not be able to produce a healthy child.

Kapileshwaranand Saraswati of Sumempeeth Kanchi,
Ind.ian Express, July 25.

Most political activity is carried out with black money
which is by definition generated by crime. The entire
political system (in India) is afloat on a sea of crime.

Prern Shanket Jha, The Hind.u, August 13.

There is no problem with agriculture. As I have always
said,, the government solves no problem. It is the prob-
lem. Get it off our backs and farmers will be fine.

' Sharad Joshi, Tlre Dcononic Tines, June 28.

Politicians are like Urvasi the celestial dancer. This
charmer changes her husband every day. On a particular
day she remains extremely faithful to that day's spouse.
She forgets the previous lover completely. Politicians
also show amazing fidelity to the current party boss. I
admire them. We need that hardy tribe.

N.C.N. in his column nLaugh Lines", The Weeh, June
:

Competition, it was once observed is like chastity; widely
praised but hardly practised.

Editorial in lllsiruess Indiu.,May 23.

Women seern to appreciate men who can handle a Hoover.

Minoru Takeuchi, Editor', Clrccktnote (Japanese Fashion
magazine) on how today's Japanese womeu prefel men who can

do household chorcs, Far Eastern Econotnic lleuieu, June 2.
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Men like Pandey and Khairnar, and also Seshan and
Hazare, are not just standing up against corruption,
tltey are showing us ollce again corruption is the despi-
cable, abhorrent disease we ollce knew it was.

Dilip D'S ouza , .l I uum nsco.pe, August '94
;

Although we are in a denrocl'acy, actually we are in a
goonda raj. Superficially, everything is norutal but in- I
ternally it is telrible.

Deputy Municipal Commissioner, G. R. Khailnar,
lndia.T'oday, July 31. ,-.-

,t,
Th6 saddest problem for any biographer of Halold Laski
is,how to deal with his propensity for fabricating un- 

.

tru ths.

Lewis S. Feuer, Professor Emeritus of Sociolory, University of
Virginia, in the course ofhis review ofa biography of Laski,

The New Leo.tler, March 14.

Always remember others may hate you, but those who
hate you don't win unless you hate them, and then you:
destroy yourself.

Richard Nixon, quoted in an editolial comment 
t'

in'l'he Neu Yorkcr, May 2.

I work hard and am answerable only to myself. I believe
in practising leadership. There is no such thingas a one-
man.army.

Ms. Kiran Bedi, Magsaysay Award winner and
lnspector General (Plisons), In'diult Dxpress, July 14.

There can be a mosque at Ayodhya on only oue coudition, -
tlratis,ifatenrpleofHanttnranisbuiltatMecca.

Uma Bharati, BJP MP, quoted in Mttslin Inclia, JtJy'94..

An almighty surge in growt[ in the next quarter century
should mark the triumph of free trade over ideolory.
Barring a relapse, chauge will accelerate. India and
China will eclipse a Europe shackleil with social corn-
nritments.

Padlaic I'allon, li tt ro nLttttcy, Jurte'U'i.

" The deephroans round trilh many voices. Come, ,n! friends
'Tis not loo lale to seek a newer world" - Tennyson

July-Sept.1991



Eefore You Utler o Word

During the nightmarish days of
the Emelgency imposed by oul sa inted
Indira Gandhi, newspapelmen had
a taste of censorship for the first time
in many decades. This has became
an accepted way of professional lifc
for many people in the Arab lands
and the popular ploverb in Arabia
sunrs it up well - "Tul'n youl tongue
ten times inside your month before
you utter a word".

A new experience is now wide-
splead in nrany of these countries,
something undreamt of by Liberals
like Acton or Mill ol our own Gokhale
or Ranade. An instance is quoted in
Index on Cen.sot'ship, April '93 of
"Sami", one of the many who have

, devoted themselves to journalism.
Like many young people who came
to the plofession he was committed
to his calling of writing the truth as

. he found it. But knowing that any
-.i direct reference to statements would

invite the wlath of the mighty, he
began to refel indirectly, never lnen-
tioning narnes but tried to convey his
findings neveltheless. He knew of
journalists who "sold their words for
money" but wanted to be far away
ilom them and do his bit by the pen
to refolm society. Since politics is
dangerous he contlibuted his piece
to a well established cultulal journal

'' with a wide circulation. It was re-
tulned with an appreciative note frorn
the editol suggesting changes. "To
Satni'sdismay, evely line had at least

.two corlections, some lines were en-
tirely cancelled; and the conclusion
was lewlitten by the editor'-in-ch ief. "

An old friend lealned in the ways
of jotrrnalisnr was consulted n'ho
sagely advised him to accept the
chanse,.. Thr-, f icnd lxltl:tincrl thrt
it vvas not onl.y the journalists rvho

.- wel'e scal'ed of the censols. The censol'
hinrself is all tlie time in a tr.emble
folhe does not knowrvhat the t.eaction

Ju!y-Sep!.1994
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-lewis carloll

of the ever-watchful "faithfuls" would
be to what he permits to be printed.
For by admitting dangerous doctrines
he might pollute the purity of the
country's religious and social
organizations.

Sani oaw the thlust of the argu-
nrent and aftel a great deal of mental
agony accepted the changes. Not only
,was his censoled article published
but it was popular and his contribu-
tions were in demand. .

By now he had become so used
to writing what is admissible that he
became not only same sort of a robot
in penning what should be written
that "he started to see and hear only
these consensual opinions, phrases
and words. Sami does not know any-
thing else by now. Sami believes in
what he writes."

The tragedy of people like Sarni
and our tirnes is that he has totally
internalised beliefs and made the
censors' creed a palt of his own. We
will do well to leread Koestler'sDar'[-
n.ess at Noon. now even as the com-
munist monolith has crumbled.
Koestler would never have foreseen
that another would have emerged to
talce its place so soon. \Ve need a new
John Stuart IVIill to wlite a lresh
tract for our "advanced" times.

"Cteeping intoleronce"

Egy"pt is fighting a losing battle
against the nrilitants; something
unusual is taking place in a country

which has had a fine record of fight-
ing for reform. Dr. Nasr Abu-Zaid
who wao due for promotion to a full
professorship ofArabic Literature in
the University of Cairo found sud-
denly that it was blocked. The glound
was that his published work A Cri-
tique of Religious Discourse (1992) a
work of Semantics ib regarded as
something that would have a t'nega-

tive" effect on the morals of the stu-
dents. Worse, he is charged with
being an atheist and an apostate to
his religion

There was a demand that his
mamiage to Dr. Ebtihal Yunis an
assistant professor of French in the
University should be annulled - for
how can an apostate be manied to a
Muslim?

The authority who blocked the
promotion of Dr. Nasr Abu-Zaid had
not discussed his offendingbook with
him; has earlier writings offer enough
proof for this action. Friends of the
professor offer a nother expla nation.
He had led attacks on the Islamic
specialists who had "prepared the
legal ground for the establishment of
Islamic finance houses which robbed
thousands of ordinary Eryptians of
their life's savings to the tune of
billions of dollars." (In.dex on.Censor-
s/rip, July 1993, p.33)

Obviously, it is not only foreign
toulists who invite the wrath of the
"faithful' in Erypt.

RS
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Bomboy - Another Chicogo

"Are we living in Bomb-ay or
Chicago?" asks Mr. Nana
Chudasama (former Sheriff of
Bombay) in his poster on Marine
Drive. He well might ask.

The numberofpeople who have
been bumped off for one reason
oranother is alarming. The main-
tenance of law and order is
supposed to be one of the prime
duties of Government but it does
not seem to be fulfilled.

An Eosy Dodge

The easy way out of dealing
with a problem by our Govern-
ment is to appoint a Committee
ora Commission. Thatsolves the
problem for the time being or
does it? Because when the report
of the Committee or Cornmission
comes, nobody takes any inter-
est and it turns out to be a dodge
to placate public opinion.

Kudos to the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court deserves
to be congratulated on seeing
the cruelty of punishing a per-
son who has tried to commit sui-
cide and gone through the agony
of failing in the attempt. This is
a provision of the Indian Penal
Code that needs to be removed
and I am very glad that the Su-
preme Court has taken a human
view.

Nelson Mondelo's Victory

I am not among those who
rejoice at the so-called victory of
Mr. Nelson Mandela.

I have already expressed the
view that in a polyglot country
like South Afriea, a majority is
not the way of expressing the
democratic consensus. What is
required is the sharing of power
and the so-calledAfrican National
Congress victory is unfair both

to the whites and the Zulus of.
the Inkatha Freedom Party ledl
by Chief Buthelezi.

Domination of whites byblacks
or a section of them is not
democratic

India and Sri Lanka ar.e other
countries where these consider-
ations apply.

When I once mentioned to
President Jayawardane that he
should share power with the Tamils
and Muslims in the National Gov-
ernment in Colombo, he said he .

had both Tamils and Muslims in
his Cabinet. I said that was not,
good enough. The Tamils must
select their own representatives
and so should the Muslims. He
laughed and said, "The Sinhalese
would never accept it".

I had expressed these view in
a contribution I had made to the
Halold Lasky Institute entitled"
"The Essence of Democracy"

4th Floor', Maneckji Wadia Building, 127, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bombay 400 023.

I u'ish to enter a Subscription and enclose rny cheque*
in favour ofFreedont First.

(Please type or write in block letters)

+Subscriptions can also be sent by MO/DD. No Postal Orders Please, On outsta-
tion cheques please add Rs. l0 forbank charges)

Delayed Realisation

One is amused that Mr. C.
Sublamaniam and Mr. R. Venkat-
araman propose to evolve anaction
plan to eliminate corruption. Both
of them were ministers for a long
time in the State and at the Centre
and were very much part of the
establishrnent that had already
becorne the fountainhead ofcorrup-
tion. They were closely associated
with Mrs. Gandhi in whose regime
corruption became an universal
phenornenon. One does not recall
any ac-tion plan evolved by Mr.
Subramaniam or Mr. Venkata-
raman to contain corruption when
they were part of the government.
Out ofpower, they seem to have
suddenly become aware of the
eviland how nice of them to want
to do their bit for the nation!

K. S. Ramamurthy

For Subscribers in India
D l,ife Srrbsniption - R.q.5oo

E 3Yeals'Subscription - Rs.125

tr 2Years'subscription-Rs.90

tr Annual Subscription - Rs.50

Single Copy: Rs.15

For Overseas Subscribers
(Bv Se"ond Cla"" Airn'q ilt

Annual

$10

t7

Life

$100

f70

ADDRESS

Freedom First 4

Tirupathi

July-Sept.199a



The Return of Swatantra

Readels will recall Mr. Minoo Masani's open letter
calried in the Freedont Firsl issue of January-March
1994 exholting his youngel'fi'iends to stalt a movement
fol freedonr so that the process of econot'nic reforms did
not corrre to a halt.

I\{r. Sharad Joshi, the leader of the Shetkari
Sanghatana, the very popular farurers organisation in
Maharashtra responded to IUr. Masani's appeal by con-
vening a meeting at the Bhalatiya Vidya Bhavan
auditorium on May 28,1994. In his invitation letter Mr.
Joshi wlote, among other things:

"We like to claim that our movement has produced
a fannel who considels agricultul'e as a vocation rather
than as a way of life and who looks upon himself as an
entrepreneur lather than as a self-employed labour.

"I am seriously disturbed at the fact that the politi-
cal cornmission agents, the organised employees and the
non-conrpetitive ploducel's al'e out to oppose freedotn
and have succeeded in rnobilising against libelalisation
- those who stand most to gain therefrom by sheer
Gobbelsian tactics.

"I anr concetned that the economic tefornrs are
lapidly losing their monentutn due to a lack of commit-
menton the part ofthe govet'nntent, effective nrobil.isation
by the opposition and a near total silence of the vast
nrajority of fleedom lovers.

"Like Masani, I feel that the case of the entlepre-
neuls who constitute the bulk of the Indian population,
is going by default for want of articulation.

"The tyranny of the politician, the gangster, the
union leader'; and the mandir/mandalwallahs is larn-

Law and Order

1) Ruthless suppressiou ofgatrgsterisur, terrorism and
bellicose fundamental ism.

2) Restolation, in the fil'st place, of the Arnbedkar
Constittrtion by deleting aIl subsequent aurendrnents
danragiug its basic struct,ure.

3 ) Moratoriuur on inrplenrentatio n ol n ll sociaI legislation
fol a peliod of 5 yeals.

4) Reviewof all legislation rvith a vierv to abolishingtlrc
reclttndant acts and provisious; bringing t.ogcther
diverse a nrendurents, notifications, ordina nces, orcleLs
etc. so as to leduce the plesent plethora of'legislation

July-Sep!. 1994

pant while large numbers of people who have distin-
guished themselves in their respective fields prefer to
abjure all public activities and politics as essentially a
dirty garne."

Explaining why he had decided to enter the arena of
palty politics, Mr. ShaladJoshi observed: "All the fifteen
years of my public life, I have been strictly apolitical and
have foreswoln political activity. I have for some time
now the unhappy feeling that worthwhile people, by
their absention have left the field free to the scoundrels
of society.

"I have asked nryself what I ought to do? How can
this movernent for freedom be best promoted? What
action needs to be taken on the social, economic, educa-
tional and political fronts?

"I have come to the conclusion that the minimum I
can do is to help us conle together, so that we can
delibelate on what we owe Freedom and History."

The meeting, which began with a brief addles. lry
Mr'. Masani who, despite keeping poor health mana'ged
to personally deliver his good wishes, resulted in the
decision to form a political party to be called Swatantra
Bharat. A srnall Preparatory Committee was set up to
finalise the Constitution of the new party and its imme-
diate progtanlule.

The Preparatory Committee met soon thereafter
and adopted a programme and a Constitution which
would be the basis for party organisation and would be
ratified or modified, as the case may be, at the fir'st
national convention ofthe new party.

The following is the text of the Programme:

to fotrr codes: civil, criurinal, ecououtic antlsocial.

Systenratic arrangetnents for updating the codes so

thnt presurnption of kuowledge of law applies only to
what figrrles explicitly in the latest editioti of the
Code concerued.

Cornputerisation of all recoguised jurisprudetrce.

Establishnrent of security folces ttudet'the coutrol of
Pa trchava ts a nd nr rr n icipa lities a trd trt tr tr ir-i Jra I eorpo-
rations',1'ith a systeln of responsib ility to the contmunity;
State police conring in only iu case of inter-jurisdic-
tional nratters.

Ernpoweriug of village panchayats in judicial cases

::.i .

',::i
: _-+

,4.

()

Tla nsitiona I'l'hi rty-1loi nt plog'l'a nr nr e fol contain ing and leversing
the rlallrage causecl by the Neht'uvian legirue.

a?i
',..-it
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10)

11)

, -.-t '

to be specif-rcally defined.

9) . Capital and corporal punishments in casespfcormption,
child abuse, rape and breach ofpublic trust.

Pruning of the State

Abolition of extra-constitutioual bodies like the PMO,
the Planning Commission.

Substa ntial pru ningof the expenditure on administration
through-
(a) closure of ministries, depalturents and functiqns

through:
(b) reduction in the establishrnent, staff privileges

a nd offi cial ostentation.
(c) abolition of cadre and career services.

Operiing up for compbtition all fields and sector
presently under state monopoly particularly pro-
duction (exceptingspecial category defence production),
generation of energr', miriing, distribution including
PDS, domestic as also international trade, tourism,
hotelry, etc.

Systematic and comprehensive schemes for transferring
the management and ,ownership of enterprises to
employees, collsLlnlers and suppliers of materials
and services so as to bring in a democracy for, of and
by haves, rather than a dictatolship cfthe have:nots.

14) Gradual and selective pluning of State welfare activi-
tiei with transfer to dppropriate charitable agencies.

Phased reduction in the so-called developmental ex.
penditure, to nratch the energence of non-state bqd-
ies to carry out the work.

Pronrotion of the transport, conrmunications, ellerg/,
water, technolory and infrastructuLe systems, either'
directly or through franchising/privatiSation of existing
services and the redeployment of existing personnel
for development work.

Economic Reforms

Reduction in the burden ofinterestcharges on national
debt by redr"rcing the debt level to colrespoud wit,h the
uew role of the State.

Comprehensive scrutiny of all governurentaI expun-
diture, including standing expenses. Utmost frugal-
ity in the conduct of a ll goverument work, transformation
of a tyrannical government int.o a genuine one of
service to the community.

Monitoring the regime of markets so as to nrininrise
higher profit, wages, r'ents or interest and to ellsure
that the collsumers' interests predonrinate.

A radical tlansfolmation in the taxatiou systern so
that. it bcc'oInes'transparerrt. rrorr-di*crot ir,rrar'.r, 1..,

relating the assessment to the installed capacity,
rollingstock and brrsiness or residential area occrrpied.

21) Recognition of the principle that no tax collecting
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officer has the right to demand o" "*"-in{ts:,

. business or personal accounts frorn any citizen\ 
:

22) Prohibition of deficit financing as also of bank o,,rLO- ,

drafts by State or Central Governnrents for financiirg , j

their expenditure.

23) Prohibition of all control, rnonitoringand subver.sion
of institutions ofjr.rstice, intellect, piety and expression
by the Government; and ernpower[rent of these i

instittrtions to raise their own resources. i

24) Declaration of au early date as the'Zero Regulation I

Day' on which all regulations relating to licensing of I
production, restrictions on holding, lease, hiring, - -i
renting etc., trade, export, inrports will stand abol- i

ished. Such of these regulations as are considered
essential can be reintroduced on appropriate scru- i

tiny and approval.

Electoral Reforms

25) Prohibitiou on electoral propaganda, except by writ-
ten or spoken word unaided by any contrivance or
public med ium, duringthe period between the declaration
of election and the date of polling.

26) I ntroduction of the system ofpropoltiona l representation.

27) Elected represeutatives to have full fi'eedorn to take l

positions, express themselves and vote according to
their conscience on all matters except when such
positious are inconsisteut with their electolal conr-
mitments or nra.nifesto.

Corrective Measures \

28) Rehabilitation of scavengel's, plostitutes, cl'iminal
aud uomadic tribes.

29) Makingall plivate propertyjointly owned with spouse.

30) Public sclutiny of into the wealth of all those who
have held public office or office in the public or co-
operative sector for over five years.

SWATANTRA BHARAT
Statement of Objective

The objective of the Swatantra Bharat
is to restore
before the turn of the century,
a nation leduced to penury, bankruptc.y,
and humiliation,
where even the primary law and order machinery
is paralysed,
being under attack by palochial, irrirnical
and parasitical forces
flom within and without,
to its lristotical ;rlnee
in the corrrity of nations
eonsisterrt rvillr 1lr.' rrrnr','rr rl.iljti^"
and the genius of its people

fiustlated since 1947

b.t'the nehruvian
licence-perrnit -inspector laj
and neta-goonda politr'.
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Taslima Nasreen
A Profile in Courage

'I'aslinra Nast'een, Bangladesh
'"vlitel rvith over twenty publications
ofvelse, essays, and novels, an aldent
feminist and sharply folthlight in

..lrgr views, a popu lal columnist, plob-
'Ably an agnostic catapulted to the
, world's attention when an obscule
' fundanrentalist group issued a fatua

nga inst hel with a prize on her head.
Anothel Salman Rushdie? One rnole
lethal talget of a mind-set which has
little conrpunction in issuing death
sentences in the name oflslam? IIave
the fundanrentalists becorne so in-
secul'e in theiladherence to the "tlue"
Belief that they view the opinions of
a writelas threats to theverysurvival
of theil Faith? Is any Faith worthy of
t'espect if it ca nnot meet a ny criticisnr
ol it except through violence to the
\'(,1'\' pet'son of the critic? These and
sevela lot her I'ela ted cluestions etnerge
as one pondels with despair and anger'
over the tlavails of a young writer,
:rbove all a wonren, faced with real
tht'eats to her life and yet who is
u nwilling to complomise on her basic
be liefs.

Common Bengoli Troditions

IVIs. Nasleen, thilty-two yeals
olrl lrelorrgs lo a natiotr which is
voungel thnn l.rel and *'lrich after zr

1,'.11.yq1.r,1 lr.r1 r'r1r11r: i. still <r'r'l'i'..'

I)(,1ce! stabiIitv ancl a sccuLe nationaI
irlcnt it.y. A cle'spelatelv pool cott trtly
lrLrlrlc,nerl u,ith nrassive illiterac.1,,
Ill nglrrdesh hns plobably thc highest
cotr.ccntration of popr-rlltion in tlic

Jul)/-Se,pt 1qa '

V. K. Sin,lio

No one is compelled lo rcad Lajjq or qny of Toslimo NosreenJi
writings. Bonning these do not protect religion; they obridge

freedom of expression. lt is o thin end of the wedge which con
impose lodoy o censorship on one's views on religion ond

tomorrow on one's opinions.

rvorld - ovel'a hundred million people
eking out subsistence from a land
which is less than 1.5 lakh sq.kms.
The emergence of Bangladesh in 197 1 -

72had dealt a severe blow to the two-
nation theory which had split the
Indian sub-continent into India and
Pakistan. East Pakistan which was
tt'eated nrole as a colony than as an
integral palt ofan independent Paki-
stan seethed rvith despair and lesent-
rnent for over two decades befole it
seceded in the name of Bengali
nationalisnr. Language here ploved
to be strongel than religion as a
soul'ce fol defining a nation. Islarn
failed to cement the two parts of
Pakistan.

Bangladesh shares with its
neighbour not only a language but a
conlulon literaly tlndition. Tagole is
as much a levet'ed poet in Bangladesh
as he is in West Bengal. Liberalism,
Mat'xisrn, Hunranisnr conrpete for the
allegiance of young minds as much
in the University of Dacca as they do
in Calcutta Univelsity. Islarn is a
clornina nt lerligio n in Ba ngladesh but
it shares little of the halsh, austele
and Arab-oliented Islanr which pre-
vails in Pakistan. Islam in Bangladesh
is relatively more tolelant, less rigid
and haldly influenced byAlab cultule.

HoweveL, in recentyeals Islamic
fundanrentalists have been steadily
gaining glouncl in Banglaclesl'r. In a
cottntty as poverty-stlicl<en as Ba ngla -
rleslr rvi t l.r st.'r,en t.\' Jre rcr: trt iI I itc lac.t',
bla rrrlislrnrents olreligion a nd strper-
ti:i.r;rr"ir': I lill {'rr;i ,l;:l I

u'ith these hrt'-.h rcalitics is thc
fledgling detnocI'acy in Banglariesh.
Oonrpr.rlsions of'pou'el have lcrl to
stlunge alli:rnces - both the BNP, the
t'tr I i rrg Jr:r rt.r' u'it h zr slc nrler rrrlrjoli tv

and the Arvami League, the main rl

opposition party, have been nego- L
tiating with the leading funda- ;,;

mentalist gloup, the Jamaat-i-Islami. ,,

The chief of the Jamaat, Gholam
Azam was a fo.rmer detainee who 

,

was charged with beinga warcriminal
in 1992 for supporting Pakistan in li
the late 60s and the early 70s. He ',.:,

was released only last July and it is ,i
he who has been spearheading the
Jarnaati thrust into ..Bangladesh :.
politics. Hisconrrnitmenttodemocracy :i

is at best ambivalent. It is in this 
.

tulbulentsituationthatTaslimaNas- -.0

reen's maiden Lajja was published :.:
giving the fundamentalists a con- :c

venient issue to whip up communal -;r

frenzy and mobilize suppolters.

Fomily Bockground
Taslim4 Nasreen, born in My-

mensingh, a small town in Bangla-
desh, comes from a typical Muslim
middle-class family. Her father,
hinrself a teacher of medicine, en-
couraged Taslima in her educational
pulsuit finally leading to a medical
clegrce. Ilorvever, the same latitude
rvas not extended to her two sisters
who wete blought up under the more
restrictive Islamic tenets. Taslima
took to writing eal'ly, at the age of
thirteen, and was already a well-
known poet and wliter in Bangladesh
(as well as West Bengal) before the
pubf ication of LojjainFebruary 1993.
Hel earlier writings, apart from
newspape!' colunrns, wet'e in vel'se.
IIe'r'poen.rs reflect an acute sensibility

1- ' f:'r, f ilit lr;',,1 itr n ittrle
dottr i na te<l ir ncl coIrset'r'ative society
u'hich t-rents wornen as met'e chattel
ratherl than as autonotttous pel'sons
r,r'ith a dignity and identity of their
own. ln her Ni.rbachita Kalom
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"l Am Like the Voice of Women"

"I hate the fundamentalists in
my country and I hate the &JP in
India, but don't for a moment thiuk
that I hate my couutry. I don't I love
it and will never leave it. But that
doesn't mean I am blind to it's faults;
if is because of these faults that I
write. I know what I write does not
appeal to the mullahs but I do not
write to please them. I will not write
to please them. I write for change. I
write for women. I write sb that they
can cross the border - the dividing
line betweell a man and a woman and
get their freedom... I am uot scared of
the nrullahs - they are scared of me,
for they know the power of ury pen...

My fight is for all the weaker
sections of society - weaker by gen-
der', religion ol' money, and I hope
that I succeed one day in gettingthenr
their equal lights. If they kill me
before that I know there will be nrany
nrore Taslimas to take on my battles.
And that is what keeps nre going...

I worked in Mymensingas a faru-
ily planning officer. It was here that I
saw nrany wolnen of the villages, all
tortuled by their husbands. Many of
thenr had six, sevell, or eight chil-
dren: It used to make me angly. I
asked theur, are you interested only
in rnaking children? They told nle no,
l.lut their husbands forced thenr to
.have theur. Theil husbands did not
let them take any contraceptive pills.
I nsed to perfolm tubectomies, which
was when another aspect of the soci-
ety, the conntry we live in, also upset
me. Poverty. The people are so poor
and poverty drives them to any length.
I found that all kinds of woruen used
to coure to me for a tubectomy - even
16 and 17 year old girls. This is be-
€anse the government gives 1 75 takas
aud one sari to anyone who undergoes
this opelation. Sometinres they say
they have children, sorle are unlrlar-
lied, some malried,'some divorced -they all come for the monrry...

\Mren I urove alound iu Ba ngladesli
I find that even today very few wolllell
wolk outside the hottse. Many liter'-
ate wonren are just hottsewives be-

Freedam First I
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cause their husbands don't allow thenr
to work outside the house. The purdah
systeur exists and I want to rernove it.
I am not eveu figlrtiugforsimple thingrs
like what wonren slrould wear. What
they wear doesn't matter to me, a sari
or salwar-khanreez, because there are
far rnore import.ant fi'eedoms to be
fought for. Aud I will fight for these
notjust for nryself, but for the women
of Bangladesh. I am like the voice of
wonlen which l nrake heard through
my writings...

I know that when the wouten
read nty writ.ings they leact very
strongly. They tell me what I write is
tnte. Some of theur say I am writing
their story. And because my writings
change the minds of wouren, the rnullahs
are scared of me...

My country is becouting funda--
rurental and it is the fault of the poli-
ticians. They have cleated an oppol'-
tunity to let fundamentalists stand
for elections. Until'72-'75 they had uo
right to stand for elections. But from
'85 the govel'nlnent has cleated ,an
opportunity for thern to join politics...

I love Bengal and it is nry dream
to see the two Bengals together...

I hate the BJP. I would never'
take rnoney from the BJP. I have never
met any persoll from the BJP and I
dou't know any pel'son of the BJP. I
lrave written Lo.|jo. only for my coun-
tt'y, nry socjety. I know the BJP ale
using ury book in India. I know one of
the leaders of t.he BJP says, "Read
Lo,j.jo., read I'o j.ju., read how Hindus
are tortured in Bangladesh". But I
did not wlite it for the BJP. I wrote it
for n'ry country to alert thenr abont
fttudarneutalisnr. I hate fundanren-
talists. I hate the BJP and I hate the
Jamaat-e-Islanr, and I criticise both

- I criticise the BJP and I cliticise
the Jamaat-e-lslanr. I have only rvlit-
ten fot'httmauisnr because to ure there
nl'(: n^ Ilindrr= nt'no l,{rr:lirus.'flicli,
are onll' hunran beings. And it, is for'
tlreur I write and figlrt..."

C()tIli'l llS\': Srrrr.,.r', Nor'<'rrrlrcr I ()ll:1.

Nari Drabya

Want a girl?

there are girls a plenty

Fair girls, tall girls with knee-length hair

Slim waist, llesh firmly in place

Everything just to your taste

See, lhere isn't a crease on the skin.

The nose is pierced, so are the ears,
narrow gullet

Probe her with your finger - no ugly lumps
or holes

A virgin, ulerus untouched, a flower unsmelt

Want to keep this girl?

Feed her thrice a day

Give her pretty clothes and iewels
She won't li{l, her eyes - or her voice -

shy girl

She'll cook seven dishes for you in one
atternoon!

Treat her as you will;

lf you wish, chain her feet, her hands,
her mind

And when you want - cry 'ialaq' - iust give
her talaq

Nari Drabya (ttem Woman)

Nirbachito Kabita

When I see you

I wish to begin li{e anew

When I see you I wish to die, and become
holy water

When thirsty, you may touch me

I will give you my sky

You may take the sun, rain - what you wish

I will blanket your sleeplessness with
my morphine

Give me a twelve year long night

To see you

You are more precious than the moon

Bathed in your silver light,

I will braid my hair

Wear sindoor and dress very feminine

When I see you

I wrsh lo dre

My lace, I will die and reach the heavens.

Nirbachito Kabita - selected poems -

1 993.
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(selected wlitinp ft'om her newspaper
columns) published in 1992 and which
fetched her the plestigious award
Ananda Purushkar, she writes:

"Within a male-controlled family
stt'ucture, the tenets of Islam endolse
nrale superiolity. The wonren's sub-
sidiary, even servile position reduce
thern to slaves; they are objects of
tnale desire, tulned into cornmodities
as sexual wal'es."

As a physician, Taslima Nasreen
had the opportunity to visit rural
and ser.ni-rulal ateas and rvitness at
first hand the lowly, evendemeaning
and deglading, status of women in
Bangladesh society. Hel feminist
views, seething with angel and pas-
sion, spring not fi'om any bookish or
academ ic source, but frorn her intirnate
insight into the place of women in
het'society.

The Reol lssue

Taslirna Nasreen has been
faulted as a wliter by certain literary
clitics. Hel velse, they argue, lack
subtlety and her novelLajjais poorly
stluctuled. They assert that Taslima
Nasreen is a journalist and not a
creative wliter'. On the other hand,
Shanto Ghosh, a highly respected
poet in West Bengal has argued that
Taslima Nasleen's "wotk sterns fi'om
intensely pel'sonal expelience, yet is
vastly objective." Sunil Gango-
padhyaya calls Taslima Nasreen as
one of the most powerful authors
writing today in Bengali, "She has
spoken of hel pelsonal experiences
unhesitatingly", he states, and "blo-
ached such issues in a spirit quite
unexpected fi'om a woman in a
conselvative society".

The real issue is not Taslirna
Nasreen's literary talent. Even if her
writings were to pass into literary
lirnbo rneliting a footnote or two, her
significance today is of momentous
itnpot'tance. No writel in our sub-
continent - India and Bangladesh -

has so forthlightly and cleally high-
lig'hted the ferninist issue and made
Lire u'ot'1cl il\ /al'e ol rt as 'l'aslrnra
Nasleen. She has given a glob:rl
dinrension to the whole problern of
injustice to women in the nanre of
religion.
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Taslima Nasreen represents a
faith in the humanist vision which
sees in reason and persuasion potent
weapons of social change. She de-
clares most emphatically that she
wlites "because I believe in the power
of rny pen, and to bring change."

Advocote of Women's Equolity
Taslima Nasreen has used her

columns to expose the iniquitous place
of women in her society. An ardent
and passionate advocate of equality,
she has asserted: "Women must have
contlol over theil minds and bodies,
theil leploductive capabilities. First
of all they must enjoy economic
independence and have access to
education. This is the first step towards
elnpowel'ment. I n lna ny suburbs and
villages in Bangladesh, schools for
girls are beingburnt down ol forcefully
closed." She has been a pet'sistent
critic ofthe personal laws and property
rights prescribed by the Shaliat and
has dernanded their levision to ensure
justice to wornen. Hel pen addressed
to women has a universal appeal. It
is addressed not just to women in
Bangladesh but to women in India
and to women everywhere else where
they suffer discrimination in a male-
dominated society:

Live woman. Learn to live
life fiercely. Ifyou are human,
break these chains and stand
up. Break the chains with your
two hands, they ale yours. Run
with youl two feet, they are
yours. See life with your eyes,
laugh loud, those lips are vouls.
You are whollyyouls. Entilely
youls. Hele I have dusted off
all pain and stood up. I have
not complomised with vulgar-
ity or sickness. Women, walk
holding ha nds with beauty and
dleams...

All Religions ore Mon-mode
Taslima Nasreen has invited the

wla th and fuly ola ll fu ndamental ists
by her relentless campaign against
the religion-based tenets which leg'i-
tinrize women's Iorvly status. "l hate
all fonns of fundarnentalism," she
declared, "whether it is the mullah
in my country, or the BJP in India."
She has argued fulther that "the

.': jrili

wome n's I ibera tio n certa i nly does n't,:'r,;t:t
suit the fundamentalists. Keeping '$
women illiterate andbehind the pur- t
dah perpetuates inequality. They .]
blindly follow religious tenets.of the ...:.

Shariat which are obfuscating and :'l

ancient." In an interview to the , i,
Statesman of Calcutta, she called for .

a radical revision of the Koran. She ':

later denied that she had made such "

a statement. However, her demand
for revision of the Koran is consistent -

with her beliefs that all the major
institutionalized religions are man- ,;-

made (whether Hindu, Muslim or ,.j
Christian) and comprise severaltenets ii:
which have become obsolete. They :;l:

are shackles which inhibit any ni
progress towards the establishment 'l
of a more humane and egalitarian :

society in the future. .,i
Oneoftheoftrepeatedarguments,i

put forth by the apologists ofreligion, , ;:
and which is primarily evasive, is -i':

that religion has nothing to do with 
:;

the persecution ofwliters like Taslima ' j1

Nasreen and Salman Rushdie. It is 1fi
argued that "true" Islam does not ,ii
countenance such intolerance and ,
balbaric act,ions. TheFatwas issued ' .-i

against these writers are contrary to l.l
the spirit of "true" Islam. This is a '::r,

form of argument which can be adv-
anced, say, by a Christian apologist
confronted by the Inquisition or the :

burning of witches at Salem. It can i
be advanced by a pious Hindu in the .lE

face of daily injustices meted to the ..H

"untouchables" or the militant pos- t
tuling by the various "dals" in this ;S
country.

The apologists of every religion,
not excluding Islam, refuse to admit
that all religions are a pot-pouri of 

,

the noble and the base, that all are a
irrixture of universally valid tenets
and locally-based superstitions.
Christianity is notjust manifested in
the Sermon on the Mount. It is also
reflected in the Spanish Inquisition
and the Index. Islam projects itself
nol only through the Prophet's revo-
lutionarv social cha nge ofthe plimitive
a nd balbaric society in which he lived
but also in the savage penal code -

still plactised in certain parts ofthe
Islamic wolld - which enjoins stoning
of a woman charged with adulterY.

j'l

!
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lslamic Feminism

Three of the five biggest Muslim
countries now have female prinre
ministers. They are Benazir Bhutto
of Pakistan, Begr-rm Khaleda Zia of
Bangladesh and Tansu Ciller ofTurkey.

This fact will pose a serions
ideological problem for those who see
Islanr solely as an oppressor ofwomen.
After all, there has never been a time
when three of the five biggest Westeru
countries had female heads of govern-
ment at the same time.

Indeed, none of the three biggest
industrialized countries has ever had
a female leader. The Americans, the
Japanese aud the Germaus leave such
daringexperiments to sma ller countries
like Canada, Britain aud France.

But in Turkey, Pakistan and
Bangladesh - total population 200 mil-
lion - it is already a leality. And nobody
seems to be very upset by it. Given
Islam's traditional attitude to women
in public Iife, this needs an explanation.
Given the deluge of media reports
about the relentless advance of the
fuudamentalist fanatics, it is downrigtt
extraordinary.

The reports are all true. Erypt is
hanging Islam ic telrorists evety nonth,
but their attacks against government
officials and foreign tourists continue:
200 people have died in less than two
years.

In Algeria, the fundamentalist
extremists, r'obbed of victory by the
cancellation of last year's electious,
are keeping their promise to kill a
"communist" every Tuesday - aud
rnurdering lots of other people during
the rest of the week. Any educated
Algerian with a secular lifestyle is
potentially an assassination target.

In NewYolk, Sheikh OmarAbdel
Rahrrran atrd fout't'.etr oth." \{'r"lirl
urilitants face trial ou chat'ges of
organizing the World Trade Centt'e
bornbir.rg, plotting to blow ttp other

buildings and tunnels iu the city, and
planning'the 1990 nrurder of their
minor-image, Rabbi Meir Kahane.

And there is lots more where
that came from. Sudau's military-
Islamic dictatorship is waginga geno-
cidal war against the Christian aud
non-Muslim tribes of the south.

The Iranian fatwa ordering the
killingof Blitish author Salman Rushdie
for writing the "Satanic Verses", which
allegedly blasphemes the Prophet, is
still in effect.

On the one ha nd, we have fanatical
"beards" who kill to restore imaginary
pure Islam of a bygone age. On the
other hand, a comuruuity of faith (for
even educated people in Muslirn
countries are still mostly believers)
which seems rnore at ease with wouren
in leadership roles than the post-
Christian West is. Where, if auywhere,
is the Mtrslim world really going?

Wrong question, really, the
"Muslim world" has no moreuniformity
and cohesion than the "Catholic world"
- a nd what usefnI cornments conld you
make thatwould apply equally to Peru,
Portugal, Poland and Philippines?

And the contradictions between
Muslim fanaticism and Islamic femi-
nism are less contradictory than they
seenl. Alnrost all the terrorist iuci-
deuts at'e connected with the Middle
Eastern countries, mostly Arab ones.
And all of the fenrale prime ministels
hail from uon-Alab cotrntries.

The Arab world is iu a desperate
political mess. Dictatorships rule
everywhere, and it is a decade since
ruost Alab countlies saw any real
economic gt'owth. Moreover, Alabs live
in the col'e area of the patlialchal
ctrlttrre, where folcing wonren to wear
.'nil< .lrtn. lrrnl. t..',' tlynrr"'-rrrl v.or.c

befote Islanr.

So there is a lot of telrorisnr in

Gwynne Dyer

the Arab world, and a lot of misogrny.
And holding your breath until the
next Arab courltry holds a free elec-
tion, you will probably turn a very
attractive shade of blue. And holding
your breath until an Arab country
elects a woman leader would seri-
ously endanger your health.

But Turkey has legally been a
secttlar state for over fifty years. It
has beeu lnore or less democratic for
thilty yeal's, and Turkish attitudes
about women are about the same as in
Greece or southern Italy. Pakistanis
and Bangladeshis are far removed
from the Middle East, and only got
the patriarchaI cultule second-hand.

Wonreu leaders are uot nearly
such a bigproblem for the three-quar-
ters of Muslims who are not Arabs. It
plobably wouldn't be all that hard for
a womall to win an election in Iran,
once the mullahs lose power.

Think back to the time when
"Christian" culture and values were
starting to change under the impact
of nrodernisrn: the time of the reli-
gious war;s in Europe, aud the witch
burnings in New England. The time
when the Puritans made a revolution
iu England, and banned Chlistmas as
a pagan festival.

In the fast-forward replay of four
centuries of European l.ristory that
the Third lVolld is having to com-
press into two genelations, that's about
where Islam stands today.

Old Muslim values are bucking
under the impact of the new ideas,
and so a htrge backlash is underway to
protect thern. The Islamic funda-
mentalists have had sonle successes,
and they will have nrore. But they
have no nrore long-tertn hope ou holding
back a largely secular future that the
I'Ltlitarr" cii.i.

Courtesy : Human Rights Worldwide
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The screaming and exultant hordes
who vandalized the Ba'bri Masjid did
so in the name of Rama.

Religion ond Humon Rights

Any attempt to determine what
is essential in a religion and what is
melely peliphelal, to remove chaff
fi'om the glain, is an exercise in futil-
ity, an endless debate which can never
conclude. A more practical approach
would be to confine religion to a lim-
ited alea of influence. And whenever
a ny particular beliefor practice tends
to abridge orablogate a human right,
it should be disallowed. One uray
pl'esume that what is "essential" in a
leligion is unlikely to harm hunran
rights!

Another significant issue raised
by the Taslima Nasleen affair (and
Salman Rushdie) is the apparent
conflictbetweentwo "values" - freedom
of expression and t'espect for the
religious susceptibilities of people. It
is on this ground that some liberals
in India and abroad have justified
(though not condoned the fatwo) the
ba nning of Rushdie's Sa tqn.ic Ve rses.
Sorne libelals and secularists in
Bangladesh have expressed reser'-
vations in their support to Taslima
Nasleen that her call for a levision of
the Kolan was a grave affi'ont to the
religious feelings of the Muslims.
Fleedom ofexpt'ession rnust be sacri-
ficed to plotect the religious senti-
ments of the faithful.

Ms. Taslima Nasreen has been
chalged undel Section 2954' of the
penarl code in Bangladesh of "deliber-
ate and malicious acts intended to
outlage the leligious beliefs" and if
convicted could be sent to prison for
a maximum telm of two yeats. This
code is a legacy of the ancient and
savage ptactice of meting out harsh
punishment to heletics. It is akin to
blasphemy in criminal law which is
prevalent in a few Christian States,
including England. There is a strong
movement in England to lemove it
frorn the statute books. The Lau'
Comrnission in England in its Re-
poft , Crinrin al Law : O ffe n ce s agai n st
Religion and Public Wot'sltip (1985)
has cogently algued for its abroga-
tion. On the other hand, the Jamaat
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in Bangladesh has called for revision
of the penal code to impose more
severe punishment on "Blasphem-
ers" !

A closer analysis of the issue of
"conflict" between freedom of exp-
ression and religious sentiment of
the people should clearly reveal the
falsity and pernicious nature of the
argument in defence of religious
susceptibilities ofthe people. Pliurarily
what constitutes "hurt" to the religious
feelings of the people is highly
subjective and therefore open to
arbitrary and irrational responses.
The existence of the Babli Masjid on
the "Ramajannrabhoorni" hurt the
religious sentiments of the Hindus,
apparently atleast a large number of
them. Was vandalization o'f the
mosquejustified? Tornonowa number
of Hindus could put forth a claim
that the sighi of the mosque at Haji
Ali hurts their religious feelings. It
may be argued that the mosque
pollutes the sea which belongs to the
'majority'community. Would one be
justified in havingthe nosque pulled
down? Maulana Rahman who leads
a campaign in Bangladesh to "save
the Faith and save the country", says,
"How can a woman be treated as
Muslim if she dlives a car or rides a
bicycle?" Obviously, these sights hult
his precious religious sentiment!

Philip Green writing in New
Statesm.an. and Society presents an
unassailable case for the prirnacy of
the light to freedom of expression
over religious belieft

"Such a defence... is located in
the distinction between institutions
that are constitutive of a social or
political system, and those that, how-
ever laudable, are incidental to it.
Free speech is such a constitutive

institution; along with a few other
related institutions, such as the right
to vote, freedom ofassociation, acco-
u ntable government, equa lity before
the law, and equal opportunity, it is
constitutive of the political system
we call "democratic". Freedom of
speech is constitutive of democracy
because in its absence the veryprocess
of democracy, the volu ntary formation
of groups of persons with li ke-minded
views about what the public good or
public interest requires, cannot go
forward. Contrarily, no particular
religious belief is essential to demo-
cracy. In this respect, and in this
respect only, free speech and religious
dogma, however much they may de-
serve to be called "sacred beliefs" are
not on an equal footing."

Taslima Nasreen's views are no
bal on any faithful Muslim in
Bangladesh to practise his Faith. Nor
has she forcibly compelled any un-
willing ears to listen to her opinions.-
No one is compelled to read Lajjaor
any of Taslima Nasreen' writings.
Ba nning these do not protect religion;
they abridge freedom of expression.
It is a thin end of the wedge which
can impose today a censorship on
one's views on religionand tomorrow
on one's opinions on other social and
political questions.

LAffaire Nasleen has not only
underlined the issue of justice to a
beleaguered young writer but has
raised issues offreedom ofspeech -

basic to a democracy - the place of
religion in politics and the role of
women in society. Taslima Nasreen
has chosen not only to speak for
herselfbut for the entire womenkind.

MR. V. K. sINHA is edito. ot fhe Securorist, o
bi-monthly published by lhe lndion Seculor
Sociely.

.';"r{

,','r

lndian Secular Society

o The lndian Secular Sociely is a non-polilical organisation of men and women committed lo secular
human values and their promotion in lndian society.

a ll seeks to combat obscurantism in all ils form, in all spheres ol life, and to educate public opinion,
particularly where public sentiment runs counler lo public inleresl.

a lt believes lhal the mosl serious lhreal lo the develonrr)ent of lndia as a seculat democratic slale
guararr teerng indivrdual f reedom and social justice to its citizens comes f rom religious obscurantism
and intolerance.

a The bimonthly journal of the Society The Secularist is sent lree lo all its members. Annual
Membership Rs.50; Life Rs.500.

Wrile to:
The lndian Secular Society

850/8A, Shivajinagar, Pune 41 1 004.
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* Aubrey Menon's O Ranto is tar-
geted for fundamentalist attack
by Hindu chauvinist sections in
India (1950s)

* The Last Ternptation of Christ,
a fictionalised critique of the Bib-
lical version is the target of fury
by the Christian orthodoxy. Many
western countries forced to ban/
restrictviewing; in India too, there
are protests demanding a ban.
(1960s).

* ./esus C hri st Su.p erst ar, another
hctionalised biography of Jesus,
on the stage and films is similarly
targeted. (1970s).

+ Shohepeare Ki Ramayana, a
playscripted by Iqbal Khwaja and
staged in Bomba! is disrupted by
Vikram Savarkar of the Hindu
Mahasabha, the playwright forced
to touch Savarkar's feet in for-
giveness; the play is never per-
formed again. (1987).

+ Mohammed., the ldiot, the title
given to a short story in the Deccolt
Clronicle generates such rage from
Muslims in Hyderabad thatoflices
of the newspaper are attacked
and set ablaze. (1987)

* Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's Riddles of
Hinduism onRom ond. Krishno
genera ted violent objections from
the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra
which were silenced only after a
massive show of strength from
Dalits in support of the book. ( 1988)

* Salman Rushdie's Sotanic Verses
generates worldwide furore, a price
is put on Rushdie's head; the au-
thor has been forced into a life in
hiding ever since. (1989).

* Publicshowingsof Rom KeNaam,
a documentary film by Anand
Patwardhan that severnely critiques
the Ramja nmabhoomi movement
have often been marred by vio-
lence and the fi lmmaker subjected
[o violent threats from larious
wings of the Hindutva brigade.
(1990 onwards)

* Nikhil Wagle, the outspoken edi-
tor of the Marathi eveninger,
M ul mtt o ger has thrice been roughed
up, and copies of llil o l to r t o gor burnt
by Sainiks for his courageous criti-
cism ofthe Sena (first in 1991).

* Professor Mushirul Hasan sur-
vives a murderous attack on his
life by Jamia Milia students after
he defends Rushdie's right to free-
dom of expression. (1992).

* Dr. Abid Raza Bedar, Director of
Patna's Khuda Baksh Oriental
Library faced a violent witch-hunt
from Muslim students and other
fundamentalists when he made
bold to say that the word kafir
meant someone who rejects faith;
hence Hindus should not be called
kal-rrs but mushrik, someone who
has more than one God. (1992).

t The Rape of Sitrl-, a critique of the
anti-feminist perspective of the
Ramayana is banned in Indone-
sia (1992).

+ Hu.nt Sab Ayodh.yo, an exhibition
put togetherby theSolrrt at group
Dellt i facediolent objections si nce
among many other panels, it dis-
played t}re I) us a ra t I t a J o t u lc a lhat
depicts Ram and Sita as siblings.
(19e3)

* Activists and MLAs of the Jharkand
Mukti Morcha threaten Sunil
Gangopadhyay for his book,
Prolh,otn Aolo for "uncondonable
derogatory references to Goddess
Kali". (1993).

* Taslima Nasreen faces the wrath
of the Bangladeshi clerry for her
book.Lclgo and outspoken remarks
against organised religion. (1993).

' * hindler's.List, the award-winning
film by Stephen Spielbergis banned
by many Muslim countries because
it "portrays Jews as a persecuted
minority and encourages racism!"
(1994)

COURIESY: Commun olism Co mbol

SERVING
THE CORE SECTORS

OF
INDIAN ECONOMY

particularly Power,
lrrigation, Water Supply,
Railways and lndustries
Such as Fertilisers,
Refineries, Sugar, Cement,
Petrochemicals etc.,

Jyori Ltd.
o P.O.Chemical lndustries

lndustrial Area,,
Vadodara-390 003

A leading engineering
Company offering a wlde
range ol products

o Medium, Large and
Special Purpose Pumps

r Mini/ Micro Hydel'
Systems

. H.T- & L.T. Motors

. Generators

r Special purpose rOtating 
,

electrical machines

. l-.T. & H.T. Switchgears
and Switchboards

o E\ectronics & Control
Systems

o Turnkey Projects
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l,',1'::iLakshmi-Mukti

wos eosier to force liquor
women in ponchoyot roj

It shops lo close
inslilulions lhon

down or to secure
for lhem to secure

represenlotion lor
property rights.

Lah s h mi- M u ht i liter ally nlea ns
delivelance of the goddess ofwealth.
In rural Maharashtra the tern is
nrole comnlonly understood to mean
deliverance of the housewife. What-
ever the scriptur.al connotation,
Lalesltmi-Muhti is now a popular
movement to shift the ownership of
agricultural land to rural house-
wives.

The movement is organised by
the Shetkari Mahila Aghadi - the
wonlen's wing of the Shetkali
Sanghatana (SS) the well known
farmers' organisation in Maharashtla
that, among othel things made re-
rnunerative plices for agricultural
produce a connron expression in
economic discussions.

Judging by the massive atten-
dance ib cornmands at its rallies ar"rd

demonstlations, the Shetka ri Mahila
Aghadi (SMA) is a mass organisation.
The SMA is not the conventional
wonren's lib movement. It does not
seek redressal in individual cases of
harassment or abuse but favours
mass action.

Though a wing of tl're SS,the
SMA is totally autonomous and has
taken, whenever the occasion de-
nanded, positions quite different
fi'om those of its parent organisation.

The SMA's basic concelns are
the civil and property rights as also
the econonric problems of wonren.

At its founding confelence in
Chandvad. IVlaharashtra in 19S6.
the SMA set for itself an agenda
which included:

* Dealingwith the dlinkingwater
ploblem.
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* Including domiciliary agro-
processing in EGS work.

* Including dorniciliary work
pet'formed by women in cal-
culating the cost ofproduction
of agricultural produce.

* A common civil code that would
eliminate injustices to women
inherent in all religions.

* Education of the girl-child.
* Mass action to prevent and

remedy the abuse of women.

Threeyears later, at itsAmravati
conference, the SMA widened its
scope of attention to deal with:
* The effects on women as a result

ofcommunal riots and violence.

* Women's participation in
Panchayat Raj institutions;

* Liquor shops and campaigning
to shut then down.

* The wages of women agricul-
tulal labourers.

Wide as this agenda is, the SMA's
main thrust, perhaps its biggest
achievement, has been its move-
ment to secure wolnen their property
rights.

The situation in rural
Maharashtra, as indeed in the rest
of India is the inequitable situation
of daughters in disputes relating to
property; the wide plevalence of
the dowry system in all societies;
Lir,: wiclespleaci irrci,-ierre " of trrur -
det's of wonren and their destitution
for reasons related to propelty; the
plovision of econornic support to
divorced, widowed and abandoned

women; and the unsatisfactory sys- 
.

tem of payment of alimony 
,

To deal with the irrationalities
in the present system relating to ''

women's property, the SMA proposed
a novel form of co-pareenary right .

for women both in the parents'ahd . :_

the husband's household. Its principal I
features: r:

* Thelawrelatingtotheproperty'r
of a family should be similar to
that govelning a partnership ;
firm. Every female by virtue of
birth or marriage should obtain
rights to property on equal terms
with the male members.

* Every woman should have the ,
righito claim her shard of the ',1:

property at each dissolution of' '

the family-firm on account of
wedding, separation or divorce. 

.

* AII letters of consent by female ';,
members that would have the l

effect of abdicating their prop- ;:

erty rights should be treated 'il
as void ab initio. '''''':'i

Easiersaid thandone. The SMA
leadelship soon discovered that it
was easier to force liquor shops to ',;

close down or secure representa- ';
tion for women in panchayat raj,'':*
institutions than for them to secule lfl
property rights. This failure was ::,;

attributed to cultural inhibitions of 'r

both men and wonren in accepting
the vely concept of women's prop-
elt.y.

T,-., get. uvcr tliis irririLil"ion and
based on the dictum that chality
begins at home, the SMA asked
activists of the SS to earmark a part
of theil holding, not necessarily
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.,.1 abcompaniedbydocqmentgry transfer
,- of title, and make the gross proceeds
. ' of the plot concerned available to

the housewife for use at her own
d.iscretion.

This was tried out in the vil-
lage of Vitner, a village difficult of
access inthe Chopda taluka ofJalgaon
district. Under the leadership of Ms.
Vimlatai Patil, this village did one
better - even the titles to the plot
were transferred in the name of the
housewives. Vitner also had to its
credit the election of an all-woman
gram panchayat and the closure of
the village liquor shop. It was
honoured as "Jyotiba Gaon" by the
then Prime Minister Mr. V. P. Singh
on January 28, 1990 at a massive
rally in Nagpur.

Encouraged by the Vitner ex-
periment, the SMA launched the
Lalzsltmi-Mulali movement all over
Maharashtra on 2nd October 1990.

Under the scheme, farmers were
encouraged to transfer voluntarily
a part of their landholding to their
wives in gratitude for their toil anil

_ sacrifices for the household. The
transfer could be with or without
the statutory tranfers of title but
with a formal conferment of the
gross proceeds in favour of the
Lahshmi.

Any village that had at least a
hundred transfers of land of either

' pattern would be conferred the title
of Lahs hm i-M ukti village a nd a Scrol I

- of Honour would be presented to
the village personally by Mr. Sharad
Joshi the leader of the Shetkari
Sanghatana.

The first village to be honoured
under the scheme was Yenora in
the.Hinganghat taluka of Wardha
district. By the end of February
1992 over a thousand villages ful-
filled the conditions to qualify under
the scheme.

There i" to krlo*n case where
the transfer could have helped the
holder in escaping the provisions of
the ceiling laws. Most of the holders

. own land well below the maximum,
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the average holding being 6 acres.

In quite a few cases the entiie
holding has been transferred to the
spouse. Well over a hundred thou-
sand women have benefited from
the transfer of land. Most transfers
are in favour of the Laleshmis. In
only a few cases are the beneficia-
ries sisters, sisters-in-law, or
daughters-in-law.

The participation ofmuslim and
scheduled caste families is remark-
ably high.

While the quantitative perfor-
mance of the Lahshrni-Muhti
movement is very impressive, there
is more to it than just numbers.

That the menfolk voluntarily
agree to transfer landed property is
surprising enough. What is more
astonishing is that the event is cel-
ebrated by the entire village in
colourful ceremonies accompanied
by much fanfare. The village has a
festive look with buntings, illumi-
nations, the sprinklingof roads and
courtyards and decorations with
traditional r angol is and festive gu dhis
in an ambience ofjoy and festivity.

The Lale s lrm i-M u h t i moveme nt
is not feminist. It is strictly eco-
nomic. It is promoted on the following
lines:

* Women do 2/3rds ofagricultural
work and therefore they must
te accepted as agriculturists;

* but landholders they are now;
and their plight is worse than
that of landless labourers or
bonded labour. No regulations
regarding minimum wages,
maximum working hours, pro-
tection oftenure and protection
from assault etc.

* The farmers movement
demanding remunerative prices
can overlook the question of
adequate compensation for the
womenfolkonlyat its own peril.

* An improvement in the econornic
situation of the household is'often accompanied by a

deterioration in thq quqlity oi ' ,,

life of its womenfolk.

* The real and more substantive :

Katjamulzti (freed of loans.) will
have to come from theLahshntis
to whom the men-farmers owe
astronomical amounts

Today's women are in the same
positionas was Sita inthe Ramayana.
After sharing her husband Rama's
hardship in the forest for fourteen
years, Sita is sentback to the forest ,

in a state of destitution for no fault
of hers. Rama, the model of male
perfection does not consider it nec-
essary to make arrangements for
her livelihood by offering to accom-
pany her or, at least, making
provisions for her shelter until she
delivers her twins. Rama has a number
of temples; he does not need one
more. Far more pressing is the need .

for a temple for Sita!

(Basedon e repoit ou the work ofthe Shetkari
Mahila Aghadi).

Of Cltrmsy Pbst Cards

Pri rtr,u. ftrcie it appears that there
is politics in dbsigning the existing
clumsy post cards and post packets.

When the British ruled India
the upper right hand corners ofpost
cards and post packets contained a
very small printed portrait of the
emperor or the empress as the case
might be, and the remaining blank
space was for writing the address.

But the present clumsy designs
ofthe post cards and post packets are
such as make the writing of the ad-
dress most troublesome to the writer.

The idea behind this might be
that while writing the addresses on
the cards and packets, the writers
would abuse the Government in power
and, at the time of the next election,
they would vote for the designer's
saffron party, cannot be ruled out,
because no other political party ex-
cept the BJP has the capacity to think
and a;L il siicli ,lilectior-i -*'l-rich they
adore as " Clt.ono.ltya. rt.ceti" .

Jolgoon G. Y. Dhorop
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A Testimony of Shame
Dilip Thokore

It is quite obvious from the Humon Development Report 1994lhol lor lhe overwhelming
mojority ol lhis ruined nolion's citizens, life is nosly, brutol ond much too long.

The Huma n Development Report
(I{DR) 1994 published by the United
Nations Development Programrne
in early June, is a diplornatically
rvolded beautifully printed 226 page
document. The brainchild ofPa kista n
econornist Dr'. Mahbub Ul Haq who,
dissatisfied with the limitations of
national income statistics to monitor
the econornic development of nation
states, began producing the HDR
for the UNDP in 1989, the latest
annual report constitutes an even
more determined effort to identify
the root causes of the world's "silent
ct'isis - a crisis ofunderdevelopment,
of global poverty, of evermounting
population pressures, of thoughtless
degradation of the environmentr',
and to suggest remedies.

And given that the authors of
HDR 1994 are fit'rnly - and rightly
of the opinion that sustainable huna n
development is "plo-people, pro-
nature, pro-jobs and pro-wotnen, "it
is a damning indictment of post-
Independence India's economic
development effort characterised by
pathetic and glaring failure on all
these counts. According to the globa I
classificalion of nations in the repolt,
India is a "low human development"
nation and notwitstanding all the
high-sounding rhetoric and moral
posturingof its foolish and benighted
leaders, ranks a lowly 135th out of
the world's 173 nations.

Scothlng lndictment

India's low rank in the human
development table is hatd ly surprising
considering that the plime critelia
rr t il ised hv the tr ndorrht o.lll' ltn rn^'!
authors of I{DR 1994 is life expectancy
at bilth, educational attainment and
pel capita income (adjusted for
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purchasingpower parity). For a long
time it has been painfully obvious
to allbut the nation's woefullyignorant
politicians and donrinant leftist intel-
lectuals bent on propagating self-
serving socialisnt and siatism, that
the basic functions of government -

education, health, ernployment gene-
ration and economic growth - have
been crirninally neglected.

The reaction of indigenous media
pundits of HDR 1994 has been
surprisingly muted. One gets the
feeling that there is a pervasive
sentiment of resignation tinged with
more than a touch ofoliental fatalisrn
in the muted response to the scathing
indictrnent of the Indian economic
development effort which is the hidden
message of the report. Very few, if
any, of the media pundits view the
repott as constluctive criticism which
offels valuable suggestions to set
righ t post-i ndependence I nd ia's fa iled
national development effort which
constitutes one of the greatest acts
of tnass betrayal in contemporal'y
economic histoly.

Yet to convert the development
disnster of post-independence India
into a developrnent opportunity req-
uiles an understanding of the root
causes why things have come to
such a sorry pass in a nation gifted
with an abundance of natural and
hutnan resources. A thorough diag-
nosis ofthe causes ofthe wastage of
the body politic must precede the
writing of the prescription.

The Molher of All Errors

In r'^trn-no.'t i+ -!.,."l-l l.-.. !t':t t l."
apparent to an1' pelsorl of average
intelligence that perhaps the mother'
ofall elrols rvas to have adopted thc
centlally planned socialist nrodel of

development characterised by the
cleation of a massive agglomeration
ofpublic sector enterprises to "capture
the cornmanding heights of the
economy". During the four decades
past such a collection of several
thousand central and state govern-
ment owned public sector enterprises
(PSEs) has indeed been created and
they do dominate the commanding '

heights. But over the years these .

perennially loss-making, high-cost
and grossly overnamed PSEs have
sucked the economy dry and have
made a nonsense out of the citizenry's ;
heroic national savings rate of 22: ,"
24 per cent peryear. The consequence r 

l

has been the neglect of the nation's . ,

educationa I infrastrucf ure ("educa-
tional attainment") which is rightly '"

given great weightage in the Human :

Development Index of the HDR. ' ,

Even the sma ll minorityoflndian
intellectuals and media pundits who
are critical of the socialist public
sector-led economic development :1.

model tend to regard the adoption
of this dit'igiste model as an honest ..i.

mistake made in good faith. But to ;;)

regard the creation of a massive "t*
public sectol and subjecting the
private sector to a stringent licence-
permit-quota legitne as a well- ':,

intentioned error is itself a great ,' 
,,

en'ol'. To identify and understand :
the root causes of post-independence. j. jj
India's abysmal underdevelopment .'l
the phenomena ofa massive monopoly , irl
public sector and the imposition of
complehensive(largelydiscretionary) .i
controls upon private enterprise have
to be linked with another balely
rrn,ln,'={o^.1 rn.l ...1.f,r1.1 discu:scd
social phcnotnenon: the rise to
positions of power in governmerit
and the PSEs of the mofussil middle
class or the lumpen bourgeoisie
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Emergent, Amorol Middle Closs

The cairture of political power
and the institutions of government
by this newly emergent, amoral class
made the creation of the public sector
and the imposition ofcomprehens ive
controls on private sector activity
inevitable. As has beenmade manifest
after the collapse of'the communist
nations of the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, the adoption ofthe
centrally planned socialist model
offered this new class easy
opportunities for private capital
accumulation.

Unfortunately, quite apart frorn
the waste and ruination of the PSEs,
another more deadly consequence
of the emergent political dominance
of the quasi-literate mofussil middle
class is that ithas imposed its shallow
and regressive value premises upon
Indian society as a whole. And HDR
1994 is replete with statistics and
data reflecting the socio-economic
consequences of the irnposition of
mofussil middle class value premises
upon the nation. Among them :

widespread adult illiteracy, the
unavailability of health services,
sanitation and safe drinking water
to the majority of the population,
the lowly status ofwomen, haphazard
urbanisation and reckless military
expenditure. To this catalogue of
sins must be added the importation
of the deeply entrenched communal
and caste phobias and prejudices
which are characteristic of mofussil
towns and villages in India into the
nation's cities. Mercifully these
regressive velue premises have not
been given any weightage in HDR
1994. If they had been India's ranking
would have slipped further.

A Slotislic of Shome

In particular the indifference
of this newly-emergent dominant
class to education needs to be
emphasised, and HDR 1994 provides
this emphasis. Less than half the
adult populrrti,rn (49.8 !,'t ccnl) t f
conternporary India is litelate, con-
firm the authors of the report. Which
means over 450 million citizens
lacking even the most rudimentary
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skills for survival and development
- indeed a statistic of shame. Not
surprisingly in terms of per capita
income, even after it is adjusted for
purchasing power parity, contem-
porary India ranks abysmally low
with in the interna tional community
of nations. Perhaps the only rea-
sonably respectable statistic India
has merited in HDR 1994 is life
expectancy at birth (59.7). But when
read with the otherstatistics ofshame
contained in this global progress
report, it is quite obvious that for
the overwhelming majority of this
ruined nation's citizens life is nasty,
brutal and much too long.

Defeoting the Vested lnlerests

Very belatedly a half-hearted
effort is being made at the centre
and in some of the state capitals to
break the stranglehold of the nar-
row-minded mofussil bourgeo isie upon
the nation. The Union government's
econornic liberalisation and deregu-
lation proglamme needs to be viewed
in this perspective. But this now
frrmly entrenched class is fighting
back to retain its dominance and
unearned privileges. The rash of
strikes in PSEs, the nationalised
banks, insurance companies and in
government institutions are a mani-
festation of this counter-revolutio n.
And since the stakes are very high
and rising, in this struggle for the
soul of India communal and caste
ill-will - quintessentialy middle class
poisons - are being increasingly
utilised.

The antidote of course is for
truly educated and right-thinking
citizens with deeply entrenched
metropolita n liberal value premises
to end their divorce with Indian
politics. This rapproachment though
slow and cautious, is beginning to
crystallise. In the meanwhile re-
searched studies such as HDR 1994
with their statistics of shame sel've
the useful purpose of highlighting
the spreading rot.

DILIP THAKORE is lhe lounder edilor of Susi-
ness tndio ond EusinessWodd ondlhelormer
Edilor of Debonoh.
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What Makes for a Nation State?
Forging a National Identity

Rojesh M. Bosrur

While lhe Conslilution is the beorer of seculor principles bosed on equolity
ond the rule of low, the reolity is on iniquilious society in which crime oll

too often does poy.

As a nation, Inclians have a sense
of n'hele they have conre fronr. Ilaldly
allyone, fol ir.rstance, questions the
l'ristolian's labeI of "ancient" ot' "nredi-
evallndia". But if rve at'e comfortable
with a fictional nation-ness plojected
into the past, there ale increasingly
uncomfortable questions about the
plese nt and a sense of folebodingabout
the future. Where al'e we now and
rvhete al'e we going? Is there a futule
in Indian-ness? Most difficult of all,
what is Indian-ness? These questions,
which we have bnlely begun to ask,
nle inherent in the widespread un-
easiness about a fnndamental sense
of identity which was till recently,
taken for glanted by most people. In
patt, oul attention is drawn to thent
by events abload : the dissolution of
the Soviet Union and the bloody vio-
lence anrong Set'bs, Croats and IUus-
linrs in Bosnia. And while "ethnic" is
"in" in fashion and pl'ose, it assumes a
tnenacing aspect in Samuel Hunt-
ington's plophecies of eivilizational
conflict.

Rut the tea I soulces of u nease lic
lalgely 

"vithir-r 
our owtl society. Oyer

the past decade, lalge sections ofour'
orvn people have sought a separate
nationhood. Assanr, Punjab and Kash-
nrir (to name but thlee) have been
engulfed by violent movernents led bv
men and wonten who, whatevel' we
nright think oftheir cause, hnve been
willing to die for their separateness.
All thlee movements h:tve sonre ob-
jeclive l-'asis for thclir clainrs in unity
of languagc., lvith leligiorr forgirrg a

pt,rv,:r'[ul sen>c r-ri identill' rn Purllalr
and liashnrir'.

Ale these the fir'st signs ofil nrrtion
close to breakingup? There is eviilence

Jtrlv-Ssp7. 199.i

enough that the ties that bind are
being loosened by violence on an
unplecedented scale. The violence of
Ayoclhya is symbolic, a single peak in
the rising $'aph of barbaric blood-
letting that elupts with growing
frequency. Religion today lepresents
the most visible of the theatres of
confl ict between subnationa I comnru-
nities, but scarcely the only one.
Linguistic hostility has pitted
Ka_nnadigas against Tamils; caste
conflicts legularly break out into
blindings, bulnings and other hideous
demo nstlations of blothelhood; bla nd
police statistics tell of ris i ng atlocities
against wolllen.

Pervosive Morol Anorchy

All this reflects a pelvasive moral
anarchy. While the Constitution is
the bearel ofseculal principles based
on.equality and the lule of law, the
reality is an iniquitous society in which
ct'ime all too often does pay. Religions
that proclaim hunranisrn and conr-
passion ale i nstluntents of aggless ion
against the "other.'' and of the
s uppression of their ou'n. Conrpctitive
politics places a pterrrium on ends
lather than lnea ns, bleedingcynicism
anlong its beneficialies and losers
alike. Through it all runs the thread
of a glasping rnaterialisn, that values
things ratherthan people. What, then,
t'eurains of the abstraction of the
"nation"?

Notions of r.rationaI coruurunitl'
rcst on bonds cleatecl b1'external as
,,..11 ,, i,,r ,.,,.,1 r' ll'r r!

rl ilL.l Lrtr'

irrte'r'n:rl clonririn lllrscs inlo arlvc,r'-
sat'iaI relationships, thcler is inevitably
thc lisl< thnt the sernse of conrnrunity
rvill colne to rlepend heavily on
a ntipat h;' tr-ru'a lcls otrtsiclers. I Iencc

oul shlill pleoccupation with sonte
valiant or other of the "foreign hand".
But beyond a point a community
cannot derive strength from hostility
towalds "the enemy". Colonial
exploitation was a powerful unifier,
but is now only a dim collective
rnetnory in a country whose population
is largely young. Wals against China
and Pakistan sustained our nation-
hood at a price. But modern
technology, with its awesome
destr:uctive capacities, ma kes the price
unaffordable. So it is to the realm
within that we must turn for answers
to the question: what can keep us
together? It is, of course, arguable
that there is nothing intrinsically
valuable in such a union. Against
this, it is at least equally - pelhaps
mole stlorigly - valid to say that there
is no leason whatsoever for the
fra grnentation ofa nation to be thought
of as intrinsically worthwhile.

The Nehru Model

After independence, the nation-
building entelprise took shape in the
Nehruvia n nrould ofa secular, liberal-
democ;'alic politica I system combined
with planned indusblialization. The
magnitude of this task ought not to be
undelestin'rated : the process envis-
aged the transformation of a tech-
nologically backward, socially ortho-
dox a nd d ivided society into a "modern"
entity on the western r.nodel on a
massive scale. The clranges that
ensuecl wefe necessarily slow and un-
even. Libelal denroctacy cannot take
l uuLovul rrrelrL, wlrile rndustrialization
is a cliflicult business when resources
nre lin.ritecl. Ploblen-rs multiplied as

denroclatic pol it ics genet:ated power'-
ful popuIist pl'essul'es. Optimisnr lan
high, lr',rt I)rogfcss u'as slow. Not
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surprisingly, the revolution of rising
expectations, denied its due; was
overshadowed by rising frustration.
The cake was too small and rnore and
more people wanted a slice.

It fell to Indira Gandhi to grapple
with the growing conflict that
inevitably followed. Nehru had tried
to construct a society in which eco-
nomic policy was centralized, whereas
politics was much less so. Mrs. Gandhi
centralized politics as well in the hope
of contlolling the nodet'nization
plocess. But the project failed despite
her assertion of the centl'e's power
over the states, the nranipulation of
regional leaderships and the tight-
ening of economic regulation. Lin-
guistic, religious and caste conflict
burgeoned, while the econonry,
weighed down by excessive controls,
retained its elephantine gait. By the
1980s, the Nehluvian model, or Mt's.
Gandhi's vclsion of it, was in tattels.

The Hindutuo Model

Since the middle of that decade,
there has been a concet'ted effort to
build an altelnate model of nation-
hood: what might be called the
"Hindu[va model". Though it is
usually identified with the Rashtt'iya
Srvayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the
Bhalatiya Janata Party (BJP), it has
a wide and strong appeal sinrply
because it appears to be the only
socially looted alternative to the
Nehruvian model of the national
community. Language, which has
played a centlal role in most nationa-
lisnrs (more on this later'), is not a
significant candidate; not only ale
there not enough people who identify
with Hindi, there are too many who
vierv it with suspicion. Class is even
weaker: Marxist class politics has
failed utterly to transcend language
barriers. The RSS, the BJP and other
faithfuls of the "songlt pariuaor" hane
been able cleverly to dlaw on history
as well as the absorptive aspects of
Hindu society to construct a universal
cotrception of I-linduisnr that incolpo-
lates other lelio-ious gt'oups.

As it happens, Indian society is
infertile ground folsuch a concoction.
Hinduism itselfis toodiverse to pemrit
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an easy cultural consolidation of the
kind beingattempted by the advocates
of Hin.dutuo. It is one thing to whip
large sections of the population into
emotional frenzy ovel a symbolic issue
like the construction ofa Ram temple.
The stated objective of "construction"
cannot hide the fundamentally nega-
tive nature of the movement which
was the destruction of the so-called
Babri mosque. It is a far, far more
diffrcult thingto build a positive iden-
tity in a society that is so culturally
divelse. Apart h'om diflelences of
language and caste, Hinduism in-
colpolates a wide an'ay of belief
systenrs and traditions, as is evident
fron the varieties of the Ram legend
itself. Nor is it likely that followers of
other religions, nurnbering in the
millions, will be persuaded that their
happiness lies in submission to the
dubious conception of a n over-arching
Hindutua. More generally, barring
the unique case of Israel, no nation in
the modern world has sustained itself
on the basis of religious identity. We
have only to look at the Pakistani
experience to appleciate this.

Centrolized Power

It must be said that thele is one
other possibility that has not yet been
attempted in this countly: some solt
ofseculaldictatorship, with the armed
forces either in command or functio-
ning as prirnary instrunrents ofgover-
nance. In a conflict-ridden society,
the middle and upperclasses ale prone
to see virtue in an authoritarian
system. Such talk is in the air today.
I{alf a century ago, Erich Frornm'
explained this as the inclination of
these classes to "escape fi'onr freedonr"
by handing ovel' power to a strong
autholity that promises them the
stability and security that "their"
(representative) government has
failed to give them. Mussolini and
flitlel wele beneficialies of this pheno-
menon, and '"\'e know what happened
subsequently. Bcsides, dictatolships
around the wolld have not usually
LrcLiglit I)!r.rur ul.lrur il,.,,r ,i ;i,,
glaveyard kind. Algentina, Chile, El
Salvador', Nigeria - the list is a long
one. To those who believe that stlong
centralized pou'er is the key to eflicient

and speedyeconomicglowth, we may
wave an equally long (and largely the
same) list.

[onguoge os Unitier

So we return, as we must, to that
fundamental question: What is it that
gives a nation its nation-ness ? The
definitive study of nationalism is
Benedict Anderson's Imagined Com-
m unilies (NewYork : Schocken, 1993).
Anderson's wide-ranging global
survey highlights two baslc sources of
national identity. The first, of course,
is language, which gives people the
ability to communicate and thus to
evolve a shared culture. In Germany
and Japan, language was a dliving
force in the forgingof national identity.
In other countries, particularly in
Latin Arnelica, it was not an issue at
all, but did nevertheless provide the
foundation on which unity was cons-
tructed. In both cases, the existence of
a common language was not by itselfa
sufficient cause for the glowth of
identity. Rather, it was the diffusion
of language through print (the reading
of common books and newspapers)
that gave birth to the "imagined com-
munity" of a nation. The role of
administlative and schools systems,
operating through a common langu-
age, contributed to this process in a
big way. The case of Indonesia is
striking because, like India, it is a
society ofgleat ethnic diversity with a
history ofsub-national conflict. It was
only in the 1920s that balzasa
Indonesia emerged as the national
language with the help of the
educational system and print-
capitalism.

The second factor u nderlying the
genesis ofnationalism is shared expe-
rience. Colonized peoples, particu-
larly, shared the experience ofracism,
economic exploitation and domination
by the metropole. In addition, elites
(and laterothers) wele dt'awn together
by colonial administrative and educa-
tional structures. The corntnon langu-
.{6c !\ l^i.lr -i,,.fiuJ i"lru"c oLt'ucLut'es
rvas usunlly that of the metropole -

Bnglish in India, French in Indochina,
Portuguese in Mozambique - but not
necessarily so: Dutch played a
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relatively lirnited role in Indonesia.

Clearly, a colnmon linguistic
fi'amework is an essential prerequisite
for the developrnent ofa strong sense
of identity. In India, the situation is
ploblematic, lalgely because of the
absence ofa clear'-cut language policy.
English is the only language that is
geographically universal, but is
linlited to a small, utban elite. The
government is dependent on it, but
denigrates it. Yet there is a growing
dernand for English because, in an
expanding industrial econorny, it has
by far the highest market value. Hindi
once had considerable potential, but
has failed to foster a sense of identity
because of the disparity between the
official Hindi plomoted by the slate
and the colloquial Hindi disseminated
by cinema and television. Other regio-
nal languages have obvious geo-
graphical limitations. In this context,
Anderson lemarks that "the only
question-mark standing over langu-
ages like Portuguese in Mozambique
and English in India is whether the
administrative and educational sys-

tem, particularly the latter, can
generate a politically suffrcient diffu-
sion of bilingualism". This, lament-
ably, is precisely where India's plob-
lem lies. The schools system, while
acknowledging the need fol a bili ngual
or tlilingual population, is not in fact
producing one in a "politically suffr-
cient" way.

The language problern exposes
the limitations of the centralized idea
of nation-ness underlyingall the thtee
models outlined above. A multilin-
gual society requires a different view
of the nation. Only in a decentralized
polity can a societyofmany languages
become cohesive. Real unity.cannot
be inrposed thlough either political
centlalization or linguistic "Russi-
fication".

We might do better ifwe conceive
of India in less unitary terms. After
all, tigl'rtness restricts. A better model
rnight be the slowly developing "Eulo-
model" : a common rnalket and eco-
nomic policy, a unified defence, and a
loose federation of regional units

' 'i ::..1:;..Hilri+lt
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largely autononrous in other r.espects.
This would allow for econornii effr-
ciency and national security as well
as the retention of .strong ethnic/re-
gional identities. Indeed, if we de-
velop a tnore pul-poseful language
policy, Europe might look to us for a
model.

DR. R. M. BASRUR, leoches history ol the Ruio
College, Bomboy, ond is o studenl ot conlem-
porory politics ond inlernolionol relolions.

IF IT'S TUESDAY,
IT SHOULD BE HINDI!

The Directorate-General of Civil Avia-
tion issued a directive to private airlines
that on Tuesdays, all communications
to the DGCA be addressed in Hindi. A
report to this effect appeared in the
press on August 9.

On August 11, The Times of lndia
reported that our MPs (mostly from
South lndia) demanded its withdrawal.

A conspiracy to keep Tamil Nadu
out of business, said one MP. De-
manded anotherthat idliand dosa should
also be inciuded inthe menuof airlines.
The MP concerned did not, however,
specify the day of the week.

ONE NAI\4E THAT ECHOES
FAR BEYOND THE HILLS OF

KODAGU, HASSAN AND CHIKMAGALLUR

That is right. Consolidated Coffee,
the country's premier Cnffee Plantation
Company, has a steding reputation brewed
from over 50 years of consolidated
experience in India's C-affee world.

The Company's plantations comprise
over 13,000 acres of Coffee (interplanted
.with Pepper, Cardamom and Oranges) and
Tea, all availing of the best cultivation

CONSOI IDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibetta 57 1 215, Kodagu

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE
talioL L,^fil

eolb Q'nu'o,u aa/ euac,a

Ca*solidatzd Coffee
The rclw spreds, dayb day.

methods. Consolidated Coffee are also the
largest curers in the country handling
more than l5o/o of the country's Coffee
production.

In Consolidated C,offee, you have a
Company that's been rapidly scaling the
peaks of Indian Coffee care and
cultivation, and whose name now echoes
wen beyond.
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The Press and Freedom
K. S. Romomurthy

No democrocy con sustqin ilself in the obsence of q fiercely independent Press lo
prolect the public interest ond to loy bore the corruption ond misdeeds of lhe

powers lhqt be. We might hove won freedom from foreign rule, but we ore yet to
win our freedom from our own moslers.

'lhe Pless is not a t'nessenger of
God to pul've.y the good news to tl're
faithful. Nor is it to be thought of as
an industryguided solelyby the plofit
nrotive. The Pless is to leflect and to
nrould ptrblic opinion b.y presenting
facts without bias, analysing news
and events, and allorving debates to
take place in its colunrns. Newspapers
shodld go beyond the news to find
out the truth. Scandal-nrongeringa nd
scun'ilous attacks ale not to be
indulged in but honest investigation
to expose corruption and questionable
deeds al'e necessat'y functions of a
free Pless. In a countly like India
rvhele valiotts nexus exist ancl the
pall iaruentary opposition is weak a nd
clivided, the responsibility ofthe Pt'ess
to take up public causes and to take
a stand against albitlary decisions
and the wayrvard actions of tl'rose in
a utholity becol'nes clucia l. Onll'when
the Pless is fea lless ca n it be fi'ee a nd
deselve to be called the Fourth Estate.
The duty of the Pless is to the public
and to the public alone.

If one wele to go b.y these norms
ono finds that, bnllir-rg a lcu'
exceptions, the Indian Press has not
acquitted itself well enoug'h to be
wolth.y of public trust. I'he test came
during Mrs. Ga ndh i's infamous Bnrer'-
gency when censolship was clamped
down and the Press was exposed to
albitt'aly action by the authorities. ,

In the wotds of I\{r'. Advani, nrost of
oul newspapets stalted to crarvl rvhen
asl<ed to bend. Indian Erpless and
'I'lte Slalesrrl.l/. wel'e notable excep-
tions leftrsing to be bullied. Freedont
I'ils/ and ()pr tt tort also stciocl the test.
Ilut rtra ny others incluclingsonre well-
established dailies vicd u'ith one an-
other to ploject n non-cntitl'rvho
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happened to be the centre of extra
constitutiona I power. Nationa I news-
papels sinrply bucl<led and atleast
one of them was given a celtificate of
good conduct by Mohamrned Yunus.

The bulk of the Press, even in
normal times, is keen not to cause
offence to those in power'. For one
thing, the ownels look upon news-
papers as business ventures to be
run entirely on profit-making consi-
delations. For another, when the
ov,'ners have other econonric and
inclustrial intelests the papels they
orvn avoid antagonising those in
porve)', so as to plotect such intelests.
Because of this, tl're concept of a fi'ee
and independent Press suffers in
I nd ia.

The anxiety to keep the
Establishnrent happy leads tcj conric
situations at tinres when centles of
powet change.' Such situations are
taken in theirstlide without any em-
ban'assment. A leading English daily
which bent ovel bachwalds to keep
the extra constitutional power centres
hnppy during Mls. Gandhi's Enrer'-
gcncy clid not bat an eyelid rvhen it
saicl (after the defeat of Mls. Gandhi
at the elections and a newgovet'nnrent
had taken over) that it was not aware
of the Etrrelgency atrocities as
otherwise it would have taken cudgels
against the perpetlatols of such
crimes! And it is a nervspaper well-
established with staff lepolters and
special colrespondents not only in
tlre capitnl but also in all otl.rer'
impoltant places. Yet it rvnnted us to
L.,iiei" llr:rL iL r.itD Lllrir!,,rru ,i ,iil
that happened during those blach
days!

I\{any ne\\'spal)el's take notice of

events emban'assing to those in
authority only when theycannot help
it and even then they tread a cautious
line. Sevelal papers were under-
playing the stock malket scanr to be
on therightside ofeven the diseledited
elements in the Narasimha Rao
govel'nrnent. In the case ofthe wanton
destruction ofthe Babri Masjid, except
for a couple of papers the rest did ncit
take to task the union government
for dereliction of duty by failing to
plotect the monument.

"Toeingthe line" is the favourite
pastime of the bulk of the Press in
Inclia. Not many of the newspapers
do any in-depth analyses of even
important issues and present all the 

.

facts to their readers. Suppress io ueri' '

and Srrgges ti.o falsi' are fi'eely resorted '

to favoul those in power. A leading '

newspapel of N{adras, while deaf-
eningly silent on the large scale
con'uption and maladnrinistlation in l.

Tarnil Nadu, went out of its way to :

publish selective legal opinion ,

including a lengthy alticle obtained ,

fi'om a leading lawyer favouring the
Ta nr il Nadu Ch ie,f N{inister on a charge
levelled against hel by Dr'. Subra-
manianr Swan.ry. But for Medha
Patkar, the Narmada issue would
not have stood exposed. The Press '

did little to gather facts and educate
the public. So is the case with civil
liberties, falling educational stan-
dards, wasteful expenditure by
governrnents lunning into clot'es of
.r'upees, lack of concern for public
welfat'e, non-provision ofcivic amen-
itics zrnd nralrv such issues. There
have not beeu many investigations
by the Press on these subjects to
*Suppression of truth and misrepresentalion by
concealment ol lacts that ought lo be made known.
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bring to public attention the scan-
dalous state ofaffairs. In the name of
sobriety and credibility, sycophancy
has been developed into a fine alt by
a large section of the Pt'ess.

The Press spends a lot ofspace
on politics ancl does not concern it-
self seriously with important social
issues. The problems of rural India
do not get the attention they de-
ser:\'e. The news and alticles that
appear in out'Press do not have an)'
relevance to the villag'es. India is
still a land of villages and if the
plight of lhe rulal poor is not going to
be taken seriously it only means that
the lalgest and most inrportant seg-
nrent of society B'oes uncaled for in
the Pless.

Govel'nnrents and public servants
exhibit dictatorial tendencies every
norv and again. Lold Acton warned
us long ago that powel coll'upts a nd
absolute powel corlupts absolutely.
We have seen this happening in In-
dia eversince independence. The poli-
ticia n-buleauclat-businessma n nexus
has reached alalming proportions.

No democracy can sustain itself in
the absence ofa frelcely independent
Press to'protect the public interest
and to ldv bare the corluption and
misdeeds of the poivel's that be. We
might have rvon freedom fi'onr for-
eign rule but we are yet to win our
freedom fi'om our owtr tnastels.

As Lold Acton pui it, "the gleat
question is to discover, not rvhat
go\rernrnents plescribe, but rvhat they
ought to prescribe; lor no plescliption
is valid against the conscience ol
mankind". The Foulth Estate is its
own domain and is independent of
the legislature and govelnrnent.
Democlacy is too selious a business
to be left entilely to the legislatule
and govelnment of the day. Any
nulrlber of instances can be shou'n
howbrute rnajority in the legislatule;
cornplonrises between the ru I i ng palty
and opposition groups and unholy
alliances have tended to dilute
legislative check ovel the actions of
the executive.

Replesentative democracy in
India has been a farce thanl<s to the

',l.tii,{,#:ri$
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existence of several nexus and the
ently of criminals in politics. Part cjf
the blarue fol this deplorable situation
is squarel.y to be laid on the Press
rvhich has often let down the public
by becomingpart oftl-re Establishment.
It has all to easily succumbed to
political pressures.

We should leurember that we
have to wage a continuous battle to
be free. Henry W. Nevinson ren-rarked
rvell and truly:

"Fol fi'eedonl, we know, is a thing
that rve have to conquel afi'esh for
ourselves, every day, like love; and
we al'e always losilrg freedorn just
as we are always losing love,
because, after each victory, we thit-tk
we can lrow settle dowu aud enjoy
it withotrt further struggle... The
batt.le of freedorn is never done,
and the field nevet'qttiet".

If the Press and the public ale
not going to be vigilant we shall keep
on losing freedom.

MR. K. S. RAMAMURIHY is o business execu-
tive bosed in Tirupothi in South lndio ond o
regulor conlribuior to our iournol.
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Het d mylh.
He's rcal.

lle'J o vinnet.
l{o. not olvdtt.

Ee commgnds.
lle iebels.

lle's uncidnging.
He's impultive.

Demandl'lg.

Dotlng.
. Disueel.

A devil.

.l dllenmd.
A ileom.
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Americanisation of the World :
Myth and Reality

B. Romesh Bqbu

All moior civilizotions exercised their influence over olher cultures ond peoples
thot corne under their swoy. We in lndio even todoy proudly lolk of Brihon Bhorot

(Greoter lndio) ond the spreod of our civilizotion for ond wide in oncient limes.

':?

No one can nriss it. Whether it
be Bogota or Rombay, Ginza or
I(owloon, I\{acl rid, IMa n ila, I\{onrbasa
or l\{oscow, Sydney or Singapole,
Tinrbuctoo or Toronto, you rvill find
the youth (and the not so young)
s."ving to the latest hits in pop music.
Blue jeans, bubble gul1r, popcoln and
coke abound in di'sdain of national
boundaries. Amidst the cacophony,
in the lingo o[ the young, you can
eaiilylecognise the sounds "ya", "yep",
"hi", "hai", "zei:", "gt'eat," ovel' and
ovel again with the all too familiar
shrugging of shoulders. On the face
ofit, the world isgettingAmericanised!
It hits you in the eye and you can
hear it too. Sonre love it and othet's
hate it. The youth ate enamoured
zrnd the old ate appalled. Young la-
dies ale dlawn to it rvhile the older
uren feel thleatened. Nobody can ig-
not'e itl Like it ol not,
"Aurericanisation" is all around you
and is here to stay!

Over the last four decades hanr-
burgers have become available everv-
rvhere in the world and also uni-
vet'sillly popular'. Fast-foocl'joints'
hzrve beconre fashionable hangouts
for the jetset and the "in" thing for'
the upwald bound in all countlies.
']'he rvorld has been, in effecl,
"MacDonaldized"! Arnerican teievision
ptogl'anrrnes (ganre shows, sit-conrs,
soap opelas, cartoon serials and
animation shows) are watchcd by
millions of people alound the globe.
l,anguage is r.ro balliel' or' .]'ou c:rn
dub thenr rvith ease. I-Jut that halrll.y'
nratters! Donnld f)trcl< anrl N{icl<,.r'
I\{ouse are universall.y recognisecl ancl
loved by one and alI. Anrerican pop
cr.tltule, espcci:rl11' pop nrusic, is the
biggest and nrost sought after'
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AurericaYr expolt, a runaway
cotnnrercial success. It is in this sense
that rve ca n talk of"coco-colonisa tion"
of the wolld. But, the sinister influence
of the verbal and visual "badges of
belonging" of the new and growing
global tribe of "conspicuous"
consunrels should not be exaggelated.
The shallow waves'on the surface
should notbe confused with the calmer
watels of the ocean below. The "pop"
invasion has not uprooted and can
never replace the "high cultule(s)" of
the world's gleat civilisations. In some
situations and cultules the mass
dema nd for better consumption is, in
fact, libelating in its inrpact.
Furthermole, in the pt'ocess of the
inexorable globalisation undelway
today, if sorne "weak" and "marginal"
ctrltures get swamped, we nright as
well accept "the facts of life" as the
inevitable price of ploS'l'ess. We may
nral<e conscious effolts to pt'eserve
the endangeled cultures in oldel to
contain the danrage. But, I am lunning
ahead of my story. Let us get back.

What is Anrericanisation?At the
vc r'.t' su per'fi cia I IeverI a ncl i n coll'rlllo n

Jln llunce it oft en nreans the accluisition
of mannetisrns, speech, dless and
styles of high consumption associated
rvith the United States,ofArnerica by
people fiving in other cultured. At
the rnole basic ol'fundanrental level
"Atnef icanisatiqn of culture" lneans;
acceptance and' adoption (willingly"
or othet'wise) of "Atrrerican" values,
br,licls, pattelns of thought by othcr'
Jreroplcs ancl nations.

rrir Civiiisoiic.rrrs Ret:ctt Oui

All nrnjol civil isa tions exerciserl
tlrcir influence ovel' other cultures
and peoples that came under their'

swa)'. They sought to "export" their
cultule, ways of living and their
wales to foleign lands. We in India
even today proudly talk of Brihan
Bhan'at (Gleater India) and the spread
of our rich civilisation far and wide
in ancient titrres to Thailand, Burma,
I\{alaysia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and
.eyen to the Mayas in Mexico and the
Incas in Pelu. The British Empire
had its global reach in cultural terms
as well. The spread of English as the
global language is easily the nost
enduring beneficial Iegacy of the
Ernpile. In its dlive to spread across
fi'ontiers, American culture is no
exception. As long as othel peoples
find it attractive and as long as
Anrelica remains a dominant nation,
the "Amelicanisation" plocess will
continue.

Ilowever', the conten)pol'ary
globa I co nceln over"'An-relica nisa tion
of world culture" or "cultural impe-
rialisrn" by the USA sterns from'a
combination and convergence of div-
erse forces at work, especially since
the Second World Wai. The inhelently
expansionist ulge of a dynamic
cultule, the global thlust of a foleign
policy based on anti-communism and
the scientiflrc-tech nologica I capabi lity
of near universal dissemination of
theAmerica n view, have come together
at one time. It is this convergence of
thg will, the capability and the avail-
ability of the technological nreans to
dotninate and the cumulative reach
of their nru tua I leinforcement that is
rlisconcerting to othel nations.

C ommunicolions Revolution

IIere Iies the real threat to the
rest of the world. The collapse of
conrmunisln and the demise of the
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Soviet Union makes the "inrpelialism
of attraction" even mote it'r.esistible
because the counter magnet lost the
power, the will and the allule. Ameri-
cans ale as eag'el as ever to export
their way of life. The;' were, in
Kennedy's rvords, "willing to spare
no effolt" and "pay any plice" to
protect freedom and democracy. Above
all, the levolution in conrnunications
nrakes it possible to reach the talget-
audience, the people of the world!
The plotestations of the "local"
national g'ovel'nllents ale easily
leduced to the ploverbial cries in the
wildelness!

The h'on Cultain couldn't leally
janr ol block Radio Flee Eulope's
bt'oadcasts; the "Voice of Arner.ica"
rvas not merely audible, it came act.oss
loud and clear', people wete eager.to
listen to it and were greatly af fected
by what they heard and re-heard
ovel the yeal's. The role of radio and
television i n the complex mix of forces
and factols that led to the collapse of
cotnnrunistn cannot be undel'-
estimated. That in itself is a fascinating
side story'and does not belong here.
But, what is impoltant for us is the
extraordinary revolution that has
taken place in the wolld of comnru-
nications. The coming of television
(in black and rvhite and later in living
colour), the state of the art satellite
tra nsmission, and all the otherbleak-
thloughs in cable TV, fible optics
etc. have litelally wiled and soldeled
]McLuha n's outmoded "global village"
intoan integlated cit'cuit, one complex
a nrl fascinatingconrmu nica tions u.eb.

Pervosive Globol lnfluence

The denrise of the Soviet Union
and the uttel failure olcournrunism
hnocked out the second pole florn the
elstwhile bipolar wolld. Whether the
world has beconre unipolar or not,
Atnelica is the porver to be t'eckoned
with and the lising cul've of Anreri-
canisation of culture is a fact of lile
on earth at the plesent and for the
itrrrnorli:rte frrttrre Tho r..sl .f tlrn
rvolld cannot ignot'e the US spon-
soled definitions of world or.der, the
clo's and dont's as they see thenr and
their life styles as they strut ar.ound

July-Sept. 1994

the globe in their, by now not so
strange, garb, ol.even without thenr!
I{ow to deal with this threat, the
cultural onslaught, is one of the prin-
cipal sources of anxiety not only for
Asians and Aflricans, but even for the
Eulopeans, Amelica's own cousinsl
Their anxiety is'all the more poi-
gnant because they must find dis-
tinctions where differences are not
deep or often perceived to be non-
existent.

Of all the white Christian cousins
of Eulope, the British ar.e the closest
to theAmericans. Yet, they ar.e highly
concerned. Forexample, the Anrerican
Studies Centle of the University of
Wales convened as lecently as Sep-
tember 1992 an international confe-
l'ence on "The Anrelicanisation of
Cultule and the End of FIistory." The
flyer calling for papers and par.ti-
cipation stated that "American cultur.e
is pervasive in its global influence,"
and asked "as the ideological r.igidities
of intelnational communisrn urelt
dorvn, what lirnits al'e ther:e on
America's capacity to set the cultural
and political agenda of a new wor.ld
order?" "... what resistance renrains
to the idea ofAmelica r.ecreating the
world in its own image?" I am sur.e
that similar anxieties plague the
attentive and informed public, intel-
lectuals and leadels of other lands
and nations around the wolld.

A word of caution, however., is
t'equiled here so that we don't go
overboard chasing chirneras and get
carried away by a ntisplaced anti-
Anrelican phobia. It is one thing to
say that the US is an unrivalled
wolld power today and that it is
seeking to dominate othel nations
politically and also culturally. It is
another thing to hold the USA re-
sponsible for all and every not so
wholesome tendencies that all kinds
of people detect in tl'reir. own coun-
tries. Such an appl'oach is not only
inacctrlate, btrt also r-rnfair.

All You Don't like is not
Americonisotion

Inclustlia lisa tion, urba nisation,
nrodelnisation, u'estelnisation and
Atnericanisation should not be and

i 
:"r':i

cannot be telescoped into " "i.rgl. ' 
tt;

pl'ocess, and placed in the last, and . ,.j
admittedly, unsavoury category. .!
These phenornena are differ.ent ana l*
are linked with one another in that I 

.
loose chlonological order. Such 

""conflation" of historical processes :

in the human mind is understand- :l
able at the individual level, but not ',justifiable at the macro level. F'or . ,

exanrple, in the nrass rnedia, whele
the accursed phenomenon of
Arnericanisation is most visible, sev-
eral eonculrent and rnutually rein-
forcing tlends and tendencies must
be distinguished. The chief villains
al'e commel'cia lisation, conformity a nd
vulgarisation;andtheyplagueAmeri- .':i
can society in general and the mass ,.

media in palticular. These evil forces
are at work in all other countries as
well. Unless we recog.nise thern and 

-

tackle thern forcefully and patiently, :

cursing the so-called catch all
Anrericanisation won't help. The
American "super culture" that is
undertnining (and perceived to be
undermining) all the "unique" na. .::

tional cultures is the product of : ''r

modernisation as it is, taking place
everywhele. This process seems to
gather its own momentum and go
forward inexolably along tr.ajecto-
ries in sealch of the lowest comnlon
denorninator! And alas, this media
hype is runbling along the path of
lower levels ofvulgality a nd conrmet'- ..-"

cialisation. Each nation must wage X

its battle against the unwanted con- ,r.:

stituents ofmodernisation in its own :\
way; but without checkrnating and 'tg
revelsing the process itself.

At this stage, it is appropliate to
sit up and ask-what do we mean by
Amelican cultule?What ale iLs unique
characteristics, good as well as bad?
What is "good" and what is "bad" and'
fol whom and as seen b.y who?

Whot is Americon Culture?

Each rriajol society that has Iived
as a distinct entity fol a number of
.;'L'i{lr ilcquilcr iirritluu atrr,,l di.tin-
guishing features. An.relica is no ex-
ception. Though itbegan as anAnglo-
Saxon tla nspla nt on the Atla ntic coast,
the people of the Old World lool<ed
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upon the 13 colonies to be dilfelent
a nd belonging to what was aptlyca lled
the New World, unfami liar and some-
how attraetive. The immiglants left
their' "honre" countries for good and
wele detelmined to rrrake it in the
distantand strange NewWolld. They
wele in leality fi'ee long befole their'
early stilrings fol fi'eedom fronr the
nrother countly sulfaced. By the tinre
of the lVar of Inrlepenclence, the fu-
tule United States of Arnerica was
all set on colll'se to beconre a new
nation and by 1832 it began to speed
alongthe loacl to beconringa distinct
civilisation with a unique culture of
its own.

Openness in every sense ofthat
rvold and enolmity of size and ex-
panse wel'e alllong the unique spa-
tial featules that shaped the new
nation in the malcing. As the inrmi-
glhnts canre in waves and embalked
on the gigantic tasl< of "tanring.the
continent", the narlorv social class
distinctions were cast aside. Nobody
asked the new settlers or their hiled
hands as to whele they came fronr or
u'ho theil gr'andfather rvas! They wele
eagel'to know what they could do to
hack it thele, rvhich is far arvay fi'om
norvhere! Can yoU shoe the horse?
Ride a held? Sorv the seed? Reap the
halvest? Feed the ranch hands and
do housekeeping in [he Wild West?

The Amelica of those days was
relatively egalitalian in actuality as
well as in intent and aspiration. The
Flontiel not only folced the inrmi-
gtants to be self-r'eliant and le-
soulceful, but also g-ave recurlcnt
and Lenerved itnpetus to the gt'owing
I)r'ocess of ever u'idening demo-
cratisation acl'oss the continent.
Fleedotn and clemoct'acy, liberty and
equality and a deepseated and heaithy
suspicion of albitrary authority, and
lou gh a nd leady justice chat'acterised
the earlyAnrerica. It is on such novel
for.rndations (to oversinrplify and
sonrervhat I'onranticise a tortuous
stot'1',1 that the new ciyilization, A're-
licnn crrltur'. ns u'rr line'"r'it l:rt,.r'
grerv. To this dnl' Arnericzr tlrlolrs
with a dynanristr-r and vigoul that. i-s

the envy of all nr:rnl<incl. Inclivirlual
freedom, liberty, equaIity, denrocrac.y,
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openness, culiosity about other peop-
les, rationality and a modern scientifi c
temper are aniong the rnore notable
featules of American society. These
ideas and ideals, values and attitudes
have brought to An'rerica rtruch of its
coururendable progress, endowed it
with affluence and much else that is
attractive to others abload. Such ideas
and values also have done a great
dealof good to the rest of the u'orlcl.
This celtainly, cannot be denied.

Like all civilizations of
continentaI dimensions that are a live
a nd kicking, Americancultule is a lso
a mixtule of a number of distinct
stlands and iclentifi able sub-cu ltules
bound together in varied and dynamic
lrlutual lelationships. Thele ale
variations within the once dourinant
Anglo-Saxon cultule by region (South,
Not'theast, Midwest and West) and
by religion (Protestant, Catholic,
Jewish). Ethnicity plays a n
increasingly vital lole in cultulal
differentiation (Chicanos, Chinese,
etc.). Race is an inrportant factor in
endowing Arnerican cultule with
tragic depth and complexity (slaver'1'
and blacks). Tobeyoungand to behave
and dress like the youth (to deny
being old) is a very dominant featule
of the national ethos. Superimposed
on all these ale the distinct cultules
geln'rane to the!diffelent social classes.
As many as five such ca tegolies could
be d istinguished, naurely high, uppel',
middle, lower ruiddle, quasi-folk and
low cultures. These are not rigidly
exclusive and inevitably sonle
"stladdling" between social classes
obtaitrs itr Anrelican societ-y.

U nique Chorocteristics

The unique soul'ces of the main
characteristics of American culfr.rre
can be delineated as follorvs: (a) A
"nerv" nation with a lelatively weak
sense of tradition. (b) It bcgnn as a

provincial branch of the rich Anglo-
Saxon cultule. (c) Anrelicil was a
mole wholl.y industlialised culture
sh:r r.recl by ne\\' tech nologir,s to a gr.en t
extetrt than evc,,n tlre industtialised
Blitish societ.y. (d) It is the first nrod-
eln socic't,f in u,hich nrnss ylirrticipa-
tion in political and social life ob-

tained. Anrerica has the oldest con-
tinuing derrrocr.atic constitr.rtional
system in operation. American soci-
ety is mol'e egalitarian than most
others (e) It is dominated by private
enterprise and values commercial
success very highly. The TV, radio
and mass nredia, consequently, are
arrrenable to consumer pr.essures (the
nrarket). Popularity is the basis of
success and no governntental or. pub-
lic institution has tl're authorily or
powet to raise the general level of
national culture or disserninate an
olficial variety of any kind.

The spectre of "Amelicanisation"
ol' "coco-colonisation" haunting the
rest of the world (or inhabitants of
other cultules) is expelienced through
the television ploglalnnres a nd shows
transmitted on patellite networks. If
seen in plopel' perspective it will be
realised that nruch of theil impact is
vastly exaggelated and not always
pernicious either'. The superficial
penetration of the so-called Ameri-
canisation is in dilect propot'tion to
the level of industrialisation and af-
fluence of the middle and wolking
classes in the receiving countl'ies.
The attlaction and rnagnetism of the
Amelican way of life is undesilable;
but, the eager willingness of the tar-
gel audience (people wolld oVer) to
emblace it whole hog cannot be I'el-
egated to a secondary place either.
Much of what is glibly dubbed as
America nisation is in fact the spread
of modern industlial culture, a pro-
cess that enranates fi'onr an array of
forces at work, has a dynanric of its
ou'n, and is gatherir"rg lnonrentllllr as
it lolls along.

Modernisotion is Desiroble

In fact the bload process of
modernisation has had and is having
today a saluta ry and liberating impact
on lrla ny socicties and cu ltures atound
the u'olld that ale steeped in ignorance
a ncl obscura ntisur, and tlapped in all
kinds of :ruthoritarian stt'uctures. It
is onlt' fait and propef to rccognise
th:r t the tendency ofsuch atr industrial
super culture at its best is towards
nrodernity (arvay fronr tladilion),
towa lds cosnropolitanism (r'ather tha n
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nationalism), sexua I equality (rather
than female suboldinntion), denro-
cracy and freedonr (rather than
authorita lia nisur), secularisnr (I'ather
tha n religiosity), rationality (rathel
than faith and confonnity), and fornral
education (r'atl'rel than assigned sta-
tus). Is it any rvonder then "the
nrullahs" of the rvolld (be lhe.y in the
business of leligion or politics) are
up in a lnls against the
"Amelicanisation" of theil countlies
and cultules.

When'lnterference' is Welcome

A IMus linr fundanrenta list leader'
fi'onr a West Asian country anglily
rleclaled that his ploud nation rvill
not blook a n1'Anrelica n inlelfet'ence
in its internal affails. "I{ow rve beat
our wonlen ancl keep them chaste is
none of your business," he rvalned
the rvestern collespondent! Ifthat is
the essence ofrvhat is being pleselvecl
and if that is rvhat is fenled in tcrnrs
of Arnericanisation by the pou'el's
(seculal and leligious) in other
cultules alound tl're rvolld, I for one
would wholehealtedly welcome the
invasion of satellite television and
the so called "Aruelicanisation" that
collles in tow. Regirnes of all deglees
of bestiality and all kinds of
illegitinrate govelnments al'e
entlenched in power in nran.y poor
countries. In the meclia surchat'ged
rvorld of today these fi'audulent power
holdets, the vestiges of feudalism,
despotism and tyranny live in fear of
being exposed. Their subjects could
be informed of theil gleed and lust
for' pos,eL a r-rcl t hi: scn nda lotrs rea litics
obtaining at'ound them. It is
unfoltunately tlue that in nrany a
countly nothing much migl, t happen
even aftel the scandals at'e exposccl
and the lascals "caught" r'ed-handed
by the meclia. This is unfoltunatel)'
sometinres tlue even in lolativcl.y
better govc'rned nltions lil<e Incli:r
:r trd .Ia p:r n.

.\lso it is lrr,t:txiiiltrrrlic thlt llre
ncrr'cablc s.vstcnrs have to or-rly
.',i,t. ,...,ir,,.t .ir.r,ri i.i. 'i'itt,j eirt, ,,.'-

rvcll bc usetl b.1'other nations tt.r

Indianise ol Islnnrise nnd to sglre:rd
their own cl istirrct nation:rl :rnrl
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cultural identities. And to do this far.
nrot'e effectively than even before
they can use the media to galvanise
themselves for nation-builcling, for
gleater unity, and lor nrore nreaning-
ful popular palticipation. Other
nations can also counter the onslaught
of Americanisation lvith a concelted
nredia offensive ol theil os'n. \Vh.)'
should a "supe'riol cultul'e" like ours'
feel threatened?

The leal and nrore treachct'ous
eneur ies of nrodernisa t.io n al'e colll nter'-
cialisation, vulgarisation ancl con-
lorrnitl', as pointed out eallier'. These
al'e as nruch a threat to An'relican
cultut'e as they ale to all the other
modeln and modelnising nations.
Usingthe po',velful and all embracing
ureclia to spreacl hunranisn'r (universal
values) rathel than coslrlospolita nisnr
(cultural inrperialisnl speal'lleaded
bv An.rerica) may be the best stlategy
to plonrote pl'ogl'ess a long rvith socizr I

peace and political halnronl' on the
global scene. But, that is a different
story and deserves to be told else-
where. The inexorable plessules
towards comurercialisation, r'ulgali-
sation and confot'nrity rve see in
American pop culture are not uniqrre
to the USA alone. They are to be
found in all "mass cultutes" (cultures
of post-industlia l ulba n societies) a nd
shoulcl be distinguished flonr the foll<-
tr':rdition based cultures of ple-
industlial societies. In today's inter-
dependent wolld, one cannot escape
"the imperia lisrn ofa ttraction" exerted
by the USA. Any amount ofjazz cannot
uproot our ancient and inherentl.y
dulnblc clnssicaI nrusic:r I tln<litions.
Oul own pop music is allcacly holding
its orvn against the inrpot'ted blancls.
Soon we should be jtnnping in there
and swinging as a paltner and not
nrcrely as the consunlel'of Anrerican
pop.

In this context it is prrrtinerrrt to
point out th:rt. pop cull.ule has not
u trrle,r ttr inecl {.hc "lr igh c u ll rr t'e" o f t h r,

nrrrjcrr' (r'esilit:nt antl vilrlnnt) civili-
sntions o{'thc woll<l . In facrt. Atner'icn r.r

1.rrr t'tictJr:rttotr ir n<l sulrPolt ha-= IiLr,r'rr Ilv
plote'cted ancl 1;ronrotecl tnnn]' fbt'nrs
of'u'cstcrn "lrigh culttrlcr," lil<e tlrc.,

opcl'a, bzrl lr.t rr rrrl tl-rc cl:rssical thcrr tlc.

Furthelmore, the affluent natioi.rs of
the west as well as Japan, India and
othels ale helping the preservatioii:
o[ "high cu]tur.es" of mankind all'
over the globe, whether it be
Angkorwat, the Pyr.a urids, Aja nta and
Ellola.

The Reol Threol

Getting bach to our story of
Amelicanisation, the final wotd is
that pop culture, the ruost pervasive
and donrinant expot't lrom the US is
not as threatening or sinister as it
seenrs on the sulface. The impact is
mole tlansient than lasting and is
not deep seated. So enjoy the shorvs
and the music. Ifyou really like mod-
eln America n da nce, jig a nd joga long.
But don't break your neck or splain
youl ankle if you can't shake a de-
cent (or a n indecent) leg or twist and
turn in tune (or out of tune) on the
floor'!

As fol that othel dirnension, the
"Arnericanisation" of the rvolld, i.e.
political, econonric and strategic
domination b.v the US, the threat
tnust be recognised for what it is, a
selious business! The thleat is real,
massive and has gl'own bigger after
the demise of the Soviet Union and
the collapse of cominunism. India
(and all the othel nations) urust face
it, stand upto it, counter it, and
ovelcome it. We should throw into
the fight all we have got and more.
Get the others to join forces with us.
But, we shouldn't be afi'aid. Above
all we shouldn't succumb and then
conrplain. \\Iorsc, u'e should not give
up rvhen the fight gets tough and
then grurnble.

Arnerican pop is O.K. Howl along
with Michael Jackson. It can't do
nruch hat'm. But, US domination is,

another breed of cat. Don't let Billl
Clinton get away with Super' 301
sicle-tlacking GATT ol stop Plithvi
flour soa ling lr igh ab<-n'e just beca use
Ilill ltc'l-. so lorvl

-1.. i. ,t.,i,,i-,, u.*iL ," ii,-,-.eslt.:rr i'l.itiu
Protessor of Civics & Polilics, University of
Bomboy.
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COTFEE I,ANDS TIMITED
(Registered Office: SAKLASPUR 573 I34)

KARNATAKA

Growers of Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Orange, Pepper and Cardamom tn
Hassarl and Chikmagalur Districts, Karnataka State

Our Range of Products tncludes Quality
Tea and Cocoa Products

Ouality. ll's somelhing we don'l have to
talk ab,6ul much. Al Bhatal Bijlee our.
producls speak eloquenlly lor us. And
so do our customers. Because lor lorly
years now the tharat Biilee name has
spell quality Be il in lranslormers.
motors or lifts

Let's talk aboul translormers. Our
range is one thal's Yvon wide approval
ftUtt, "tJ,:t" 

vu, y rJciitar rjir r9 Luvrui,r-, i
And we're always looking lor
innovative ways to enhance the range.

Bharat Biilee motors loo have made
lheir mark As rs amply bome out by the

lact that 60,000 molors leave our
laclory every year.

ln litls, we ve moved uo rather last
And with our technical collabotalion
with Schindler ol Switzedand we're all
sel lo move wen higher.

We have recenlly ventured lnto a fiew
lield - lurnkey electrilicalion proiecls
Here too il's our commitment to qualitv
tnat s earntng us a name ln the tlelo.

Our activtties are dryerse. Yet they all
have one thing in common. QualilY
Ol an uncommon k,nd.

Bharat Biilee Ltd.

Lifts.Projects.
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Secularism lndian'lshtyle'*
Shorod Boilur

Since oll religions involve conviction qnd foith, nol reqson ond evidence, lhey ore,
by definition, intoleront. Equol respect for oll religions con therefore only meon

thot there is equol respect for competing intoleronces.

Over the last foul decades not a
s ingle politica l leader', with the
honourable exception of Jarvahallal
Nehlu, has beetr clear about what
secularisnr really lnearls. The Cclng-
tess palty which has lun the countly
for most of theseyeals has trevel been
clear about the principle of seculalisrn
invoh'ed in a nrodeln constitution
based on the rule of law. And, uu[oltu-
n:rtel.y neithel has any other political
palty. The Econottrisl stated it rather'
aptl.y in 1988. "ln Itrdia," it said,
"secularisnl llleans religious tole-
l'a nce."

Negative Connotation
The plinciple of secularism in

the Indian Constitution gives the citi-
ze n the fi'eedonr to proless, practise
and prcpagateany religion. This light,
lil<e the other fundanrental rights, is
ruegative in natule and tnet'ely linrits
the power of the state, preventing it
flonr folcing any palticulal leligious
beliefupon its citizens. It has noot}rer'
connotation. It does not nrean that
the state respects all religions equally
or that it lespects any religion at all.
Inrplied in it is the inviolability of the
right to hold a belief, indeed an.y be-
IieI not lespect fblbcIiels thenrsch'cs.

For instance, I might hold a be-
lief that two ancl tu'o mal<e twentytrvo.
So long as llr.y belief is private to
ur.yself and nr.1'follorvels and does not
inrpinge on the rights of othels to
hold beliefs diffelent from mine, rny
right to do so is inviolate. So, for in-
sta nce, would be.your right to have no
belief whatsoever', iu other u'ords to
be an :rgnostic. This right is closel.y
allic'd to the ligl'rt to the fi'eetlonr of
opinion and expression rvl'rich is the
l<t:.ysLr.rne ol thc. civil lights arch. 'l'his

"vas the intelpletation that the
countr'.v's I'i r'-"t plinre tninistcr,
''lshlyle' is the way nrony lndians pronounce 'Siyh)'l
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Jawahallal Nelrru, stood by thr.ough-
out his long tenule.
Secularism I\Iisi n tcr.pr.ett:d

But other leadels, even duling
his tinre, were not so clear. The public
denronstlation of tl'reil plivate leli-
gious convictions was something he
rvns powerless to prevent. Their vis-
its to tenrples, mosqlres and churches
were news on the radio and in the
papel's. Over the decades it becanre
the nolur. When the ordinary matr in
the stleet goes to a place of wolship it
is his constitutional right a nd evokes
no response. But when, say, the Ples i-
dent or the prirrre minister does, it
makes fol publicity, and possible un-
hnppy intelpretations because of the
official position which he holds. It has
to be publicl.y justified. The only way
to justify it is then to say that the
leader in questiou has respect not
onl.y just for the leligion he practises
but, for the peace of nrind of those
who do not shale his convictions, foL
all other commonly plactised leligions
as well. Indira Gandhi was the fir'st to
populalise this therrre of 'equal le-
spect for all religions'. The travesty of
secularisnr that we today have, comes
of this bacl<glourrd. The inribilitv o{'

the govelnnrent to bring into larv a

collrnloll civil cocle sterns flotn jtrst
this nrisintelpletation of seculalisnr.
It glaringly cxposes oul congenital
inability to work out, in advance, the
possible implications of a policy be-
fole it is publicly a unounced. And it is
this, if anything, rvhich is responsible
for letting the genie of political de-
notninationaIisnr out of the l-lottle.

'I'he ltighLs of Atheists
Si:rr" ;rll l.l,-. i.. ;,,,.,1..

conviction ;rncl ftritlr, nr.,t lt,irs,rrr aritl
evidence the.y a lc, b.y dcfin ition,
intolerant. Iiclu;rl rcspcct {or a ll I'eli-
gions can tlrerelbrc onl.l'nrearr tlrat

thelc is equal respect for conrpeting
intolelances. This is impossible. Poli-
tical leadels are awareof tl'ris hypoclisy
rvithout sa.ying as much. So ale the
people. Besides does this principle of
equal rcspect apply to the views of
agnostics and atheists as well? If it
does it nleans there is no respect for
a n.y vierv. I I il does not, it mea ns that
atheists and agnostics can-not clairn
protection undel the relevant
fundamental right; that, because secu-
lat'isnr involves respect for religions,
atheists and agnostics must somehow
acquile religious convictions of one
colourol another, to be treated equally
rvith other citizens. It is surprising
and sad that the Indian Secular Society
did not laise a voice in protest rvhen
this trvist first becarne public.

A second angle to this
interpretation is that the Constitution
has no definition of what a Hindu is.
It nrerely says that Hindus are all
those u'ho do not plactise the other
leligions specifically mentioned in its
contents. Accord ingto the Constitution
there-fole, all agnostics and atheists
ale Hindu by definition, whether they
Iike it or not.

Ofl'icial [)ubl ic Display
With the new interpletation has

come the encoul'agement of religion
in public, often with official sanction
and invaliabl.y with studied silence
fi'orrr those in authority, apparently
in the hope that looking the other
way will nrake the ploblem go away.
Inste:rtl, it has only got bigger and
lllol'e lllenacing each clay. 'fhe wold
'r'eligion' has conre to acquit'e a dog-
nr:rtic public sanctity which even the
lnlr'.'.- of l.'...' ,. 14 ,':'.1^t'cl. trnt '.'.'i..I to
be scen contlolling. Various orgatls of
govelnnlent and public sector bodies
pclnri t theil entJrlo.yees to detuotrstt'ate
tl'reir private religiotts faith at their

-ri

i4

.f

.t
'i

Freedorn First 29



places of wolk. Central and State
Government offices, police stations,
public hospitals, railway and airline
offices and bus stations maintain
shrines to various deities which are
celemoniously looked afterby the staff
duling working hours. Many public
sector orga nisations offi cia lly appr.ove
the holding of Satyanarayana Pujas
in their offices on the glound that it is
a social occasion. The ploliferation of .

unautholised roadside shlines is of a
piece with this phenoneuon.

The decision to allow the showing
of the Ramayana and the Maha-
bhalata on T.V. would have been
completely harmless if these gr.eat
epics were to be legarded as gleat
literatule or mythologr which they
ale. Unfortunately, in the Indian
context, mytholory is religion and
t'eligion, mytholory. There is a lot of
truth in the apocryphal stories of tele-
vision sets beinggarlanded and aartis
performed when the serials came on.
As a sop, official functions are held
involving other religions. The spec-
tacle of a Hindu President holding
'Iftaar' parties during Rarnzaan is
telecast fol the glatification of Muslirn
viewers. It is only an act of inadvertent
ornission, or perhaps the weather is
too cold in December, for the Prirne
Minister to be shown on T.V. attending
Midnight Mass at Cht'istrnas.

Equal Encouragement of All
Religions

Secularism gave way to equal
respect for all religions. This has now
given way to equal encouragement of
all religions. It has not occurred to
anybody that what is being equally
encouraged is competing forms of in-
tolelance. At rvhat point does one call
a ha lt to the encoul'agenlent of religion?
The short answel': None. Equal
encouragement of all religions
invariably results in competitive obsc-
urantism and one-upmanship. It is
the best fuel fol cornrnuna I riots.'Anti-
social elements' ale alwa.ys blamed
fol such riots, and lightly so, because
they are in the best position to take
adva ntnge of a combustible situation.
Iluu t"he rlyuarrrite whicli expiodes rs
first plovided by shor.tsightedness in
the iutelpretation ofseculalism. Hence
A.yodhya, the Bombay liots and the
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subsequent bomb blasts.

Even educated people who
sympathise with the BJPt viewi, of-
ten say that ifother (presumably west-
ern) constitutional dernocracies can
have a state religion, so can we. That
there is nothing wrong in going ahead
and changingthe Constitution to make
India a Hindu State in which 'the
rights of the minor.ities are respected'.
Other constitutional democracies in
the west find their religious incubus
a constant embarrassment over which
they have to maintain eternal vigi.
lance to prevent religious forces from
entering the ternporal arena. In all
sueh cases the state religion is a relic
of the past; not a blueprint for the
future. This is somethiug nobody is
willing to talk about.

Freedom of Belief Curtailed
Without going into the merits of

such a move, it is quite clear. that
what is being airned at in our country
is the curtailment of the freedom of
beliefand thence ofopinion and, per-
haps later, even ofexpression. It has
apparently not occurred to anybody
that succumbing to the temptation of
irrrposing one religion on the country
is the {irst step to the abolition of all
civil liberties. If the right to freedom
of opinion and expression is curtailed
we shall no longer be a free democ-
racy. We can at best be a dictatorship
of the majority in which the Hindu
shall be more equal than the others
and where there shall be no place for
such occidental fancies as the concept
of equality before the law or even of
the rule df law.

Much of the problem is caused by
the fact that the concept of the rnodel.n
state and the rule of law is something
which was imposed upon this unwil-
ling con glornelation of nations, (which
later became the India we know), by
those wicked imperialists, the British.
For every law we enacted, we have
plovided exceptions. Some per.haps
inevitable and justified. Others, for
completely frivolous reasons. This
again betrays our congenital lack of
foresight. Take pr.ohibition. .We first
nrake a law which prohibits drinking.
Then we say that those with medical
certificaLes nray be pelmitted to drink.
Later we say that ruedical celtificates

'' - :1rti' "tl,i:::iiq!ruryry

are not necessary; just a permit to
drink is. The law ofprohibition stands
on the statute books. Nobody respects
it and, nowadays, nobody gets himself
a permit. This applies to every law. If
laws are flouted through exceptions,
the respect for law diminishes in direct
proportion to the exceptions made,
till it vanishes altogether. In matters
religious, it, in addition, spawns corr-
uption protected by the religiosity of
the fanatic.

Lip Service to Secularism
The Indian mind is far sharper

than almost any other mind in the
world. Its weakness is laziness. We
are therefole always on the eternal
hunt for short cuts, looking for ways
to reduce the mental effort involved
in n'rodeln democratic practice. The
only way to reduce mental effort is to
ritualise action. In action the Indian
mind prefers the safe'route taken by
the herd. Where possible, it is substi-
tuted by syrnbolism and sloganeering;
celemony and sermonising. We go
through the ritual of rnodern demo-
cratic practice and of a rule of law in
the hope that the ritual will fetch us
the essence. It is quite clear that secu-
larism a.s a concept is only a ritual to
which we wish to be seen publicly
paying lip-serwice. It is not something
to be put into practice with the full
might and backing of the state and of
the rule of law. This is because of the
rule of exceptions. Having compro-
mised and made exceptions on the
question of secularism all these de-
cades, till the word became utterly
meaningless, secularists aud those
othet's who hope to see the emergence
ofa plistine form ofsecularism and of
a rule of law are folced on the defen-
sive to the point of being called anti-
religious thus increasing the level of
intolelance fulther.

It is important that civil
libertarians take up the secular cause
if this country is to be prevented from
falling into a dictatorial trap, because
once a compromise is nrade on one
fundamental right, the erosion of other
fundamental rights will follow rapid ly
rn its wake. 'I'hal rvrll be the end ol the
I ndian democt'atic dreanr.

MR. SHARAD BAILUR is a Consultant in laser
printing and a lormel bank executive.
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The Great Maratha
Kusum Choppro

We hove become so besotted with lhe imoge of our "Glorious" post lhot we
connot occepl ourselves os humon beings, copoble of errors like everyone else.

For a society which never tires of
taking credit for its hoary past and
which worships a leviathan pantheon
encompassing a current political mas-
cot who let a washerman dictate state
policy and a judicial separation, and a
deity who makes Machiavelli and all
his latter day emulators look like babes
in the wood, we tend to be particularly
shortsighted.

Even the gods obviously had clay
feet. Why not then men?

We fantasize fondly over the ro-
mantic dalliances of the or"re we fondly
call "Gopinath"; we swallow, hook, line
and sinker his questionable but prag-
rnatic military tactics, along with those
of lris ilfrrryodo Prrslrcltorn colleague.

But the same tolerance is conspicu-
ous for its absence towards more recent
recorded history. And we allow the nar-
rowest minds amongst us to dictate
halos around all and sundry.

Thus a Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi who incorporated his bania non-
cooperation so that commerce will
continue after a fashion, has become a

Mahatma; and a Rajneesh with his clever
juxtapositionin g of eastern philosophies
with the 'Brown Man's Burden' of the
flotsam and jetsam of the materialistic
occidental cultures, into a bhagwan and
atr Osho.

Rajneesh himself had ouce ex-
pourrded on the ll/[oryudo Pursltottcrtrt,
comparing him to the white chalk on a
blackboard, who had to exhort his people
to desist from lustingafter neighbours'
wives and other sundry sins, because
that was very much prevalent in his
day.

Declairning the repeated demands
for' 1?orr Ilu.ivtt, Rajneesh had ques-
tioned wl'rether it would be actually
welcomed since it was apparentl-y the
era o1'adultely and abandoning of wives
at tlre say so of dlrcbis. Similarly, living
as he did in the Gandhian era of mas-
sive corruption and other ills, he wondered
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whether those who aspired for a repeat
Gandhian era would be happy, if it
actually came about.

Despite such warning, it would
appear that we have become so besot-
ted with the image of our "glorious"
past that we cannot accept ourselves as
human beings, capable of errors like
everyone else, Hence the deification of
Indira Gandhi as Durga Mata and that
of Rajiv as the Indian Camelot, etc.

One wonders whether these
deificiations are not the machinations
of the mediocre to camouflage their
mediocrity in the worship of the great;
for they will not allow any free winds of
opinion to blow; woe betide anyone who
does not follow the prescribed line of
thinkitrg, whether it be theories on any
episode iri history or the contemporary
clroli he pcecliey hya /rci sceue.

One man's meat is often another's
poison. But that perspective is all to
often missing, despite the pious inton-
ing of the unity in diversity theme we
have been brought up ol1.

What was a stand for his honour
and motherland for Rana Pratap, must
of needs be viewed by the Mughals as a
betrayal ofthe oath taken by the Rajput
bigwigs accepting .the sovereignty of
the Mughals and bestowing on them
their sisters and datghters in nrar-
riage, knowing full weli the guiles used
to ensule victory.

Then again, for a single ruler to
raise a standard of revolt would defi-
nitely ensure for him a local romanticism
akin tothatattachedtoScotland's Bonnie
Prince Charlie; but for the Mughals, it
cannot but mean betrayal of the prom-
ise nrade by a few on behalf of the many.

Does tl-rat mean that we sho-uld
put a full stop to the exploration ofour
past in a medium which u'ill popularize
tt wttir tl.re next generatior.t, which has
almost been weaned from tl-re reading
habit. Our vociferous legislators are so
quick to demand bans on serials depict-

iug some areas of history, as they have
in the case ofAkbar the Great and the
Great Maratha; but none of them has
raised a banner of revolt at the almost
total elimination of the delectable re-
gional flavours from the national network,
which is now spewing out the totally
synthetic, plastic urban culture to keep
pace with the plastic culture being de-
picted on Zee TV, Star TV and the other
aerial "invaders" of the late twenty
first century.

Why does no-one protest against
the depiction of the puppie-yuppie cul-
ture as the sole representative of our
"Great" Irrdian Culture?

Serious thought has to be given to
whether we intend to wipe out more
than a century from our history, merely
because a Section of the community to
which we had entrusted our defense,
failed in its task?

If so how do we teach the kids
about the conception of Independent
India, born out of British India, a later
day auutur of Mughal India?

Were they to read history, they
would come across even more damning
condemnation as when historians have
declared unequivocally "Udai Singh, the
reigning Rana was a coward who left
the defence of the fortress to Jaimal
Rathor and fled to tl.re Aravalli hills.
His son and successor Rana Pratap is
said to have bewailed had there been no
Udai Singh between me and Rana Sanga,
the Turhs would not have become mas-
ters of India".

This quotation is from a very re-
puted history book, which I will not
name, for fear that it may spark off
grotesque reactions from those Iacking
perspective, who are seeking to white-
wash a l'ristory already convoluted by
tl're perjuries and hypocrisies of colo-
1ljrl ).isfnrirq-r5.

MS. KUSUM CI.IOPPRA is o lroslonco
iournolisl.
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Summits of Scholarship
P. R. Dubhoshi

Our University system with over 200 universities, 7000 cotleges, 5 million students
ond more lhon 2,00,000 teochers, is the lorgesl in the world. However, by ony
stondord, whether of leoching or of reseqrch or publicotion or infrostructurol

focilities, we log for behind.

My palticipation in the Com-
monwealth Universities Congt'ess
held in Octobel last year in Wales
plovided me with an oppoltunity to
visit two univetsities in the United
Kingdom, and two in Get'many - two
old Universities and two modern.

The oldest amongst them was
the Heidelberg University which dates
backto 1386. This aucient Univelsity
has a hoaly tladition of lealning.
The great philosopher Hegel lectured
here fol two yeals..Max Weber came
hele in 1897 and pt'ouroted the spirit
of inter-disciplinary dialogue.
Schlosser founded the Heidelbelg
School of Political History. Scientists
of the calibre of Leopold Gmelin,
Robelt Bunsen (co-founder of
spectlurn analysis), Kilchoff and
Helmholtz all wolking togethel at
the same time, sparked offan et'a of
innovative scientific research. After
Wolld Wal II, under the leadership
ofKarl Jaspers, the Univercity became
"a quest for truth by the courmunity
ofresearchers and students". No less
than seven Nobel plize winnels
emelged flonr Ileidelbelg in this
century alone. Thlough its chequeled
history of ovet' 600 yeals, it has seen
rrlany ups and downs. In deference to
this great seat of lealning, it was
spared bombaldtnent during Wolld
War II, thanks to an agleement
between the Cornma ndels of the Al lied
and the Axis folces.

Though not as old as Heidelbelg,
the Fedelal Llrrivelsity of Wales is
Ir 1..,-.:rp rlll ipsl if rrtinn .r'h iel-r eelr,trr.n ierl
its cer-rtenat'1' l:rst year. IJor"'ever,
sotne of the constituent colleges of
this Universitl' are even older. For'
example, David University College
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at Lampeter was founded way back
in 1842.

In contrast, the University of
Saarland at Saarbrucken, Gennany
and the Bath University in England
ate modern. The University of
Saarland was one of the first Univer-
sities to be founded after World War'
II. At the end of World War II, a
decision was taken in Palis to de-
velop the Institute of Medicine at
IJamburg as an independent Uni-
versity. Later a law was passed by
the Parliament of Saalland to for'-
rnally incolporate the University into
the system of Gelman Universities.
To the original faculty of Medicine
were added faculties of Computer
Science, Mathematics and Natural
Science, Law and Econonrics and
Humanities.

The Bath University was founded
in 1966. It was originally titled Bath
University of Technology, but it sub,
sequently became the University of
Bath with a broad lange of subjects.

Diversified Disciplines

Each of these Universities has
developed a distinct identity of its
own based on its own tradition. Each
has developed a divelsified range of
disciplines having regald to its own
traditions. Thus the University of
Heidelberg has faculties on the side
ofAlts & Humanities as well as Natu-
ral Sciences. Its sixteen faculties in-
clude'l'heology, Law, Philosophy,
History including Oriental Studies
and Ancient Uultule, Socral Science,
Medicine and Natulal Science em-
bracing Chemistry, IUathematics,
Phannacy, Biologl', Physics & As-

tronorny. At Saarbrucken, Matelial
Science and Constt'uction Technol-
ory, Electrical Technology, Micro-
electlonics, Plocess Automation a nd
Communication and Computer Sci-
ence occupy the pride of place. The
I\{ax Planck Institute of Computer
Science is a part of this University.

The Bath University has a variety
of subjects I ike Chemical Engineering
Electlonic and Electrical Engineering,
Alchitectule and Building Engi-
neeling, Mecha nica I Engineering a nd
other Science subjects like Material
Science, Mathematical Science and
Physics, Biological Sciences, Medicine,
Phannacy a nd Phannacology, Socia I
Sciences, Education and Modern
Languages, Management and Inter-
national Studies. The University
College of Cardiff, one of the
constituents of Wales University has
English Studies, Welsh Studies, Philo-
sophy, Psycholory, History, Archaeo-
lory, Theology, Social and Admini-
strative Studies, Law, City and
Regional Pla nning, European Studies,
Music, Mathernatics, Physics, Astro-
nonly, Chenristry and Applied
Chemistry, Geologr, Pure a nd Applied
Biology, Anatorny, Biochemistry, Phy-
siology, Maritime Studies, Inter'
national Tlanspot't, Electrical and
Electronic HonTe Economics and
I nstitutional Mana gement.

The Universities vary in size.
The ancient University of Heidel-
berg has over 29,000 students,
Saarblucken ovel' 20,000 students,
the Fedelal Llnivelsity of Wales has
more than 2o,UuU sLuden[s t 

j. i,500 of
whorn ale in Cardiff). On the other
hand, Bath University has a smaller
numbet'with only 4,700 students.
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Each University has its own
stan'rp. Bath and Saalland are mod-
ern high-tech universities. They are
both "g'een universities". On the other
hand, Heidelberg has been hallowed
by a long and distinguished tradi-
tion.

High Stondord of Teoching ond
Reseorch

Though differing in age and con-
tent of the academic activity, one
thing that is common to all the Uni-
versities is their high standard of
teaching and resealch. They are all
conrmitted to a high quality of teach-
ing. In tecent yeal's, sonre of,these
univelsities have introduced the con-
cept of academic audit and have
evolved definite criteria for the as-
sessment for teaching, r'esealch and
i nstitu tiona I performance.

They have set up mechanisms
like a Conrn'rittee for Acadeuric Au-
dit. In any assessment of teaching,
the students' assessment is a Iso taken
into account. This is a revolutionaly
concept - yet to be accepted in our'
acaderrric systeur.

The Bath University has
intloduced some innovative methods
of teaching which include not only
fomra I lectules but also practical work.
The,last item emphasises education
for leal wolk. A sandwich pattetn
has been inttoduced which allows
the students to sandwich 'real worlds'
experience between peliods of aca-
demic education.

These universities have research
of international standald and bling
out publications base&on tesearch
findings. For example, the acadetnic
staff of the University College of
Card iff ploduced sorne 3300 publica-
tions.

Though we in India look upon
Heidelberg University as one
specialised in oriental studies, the
Llniversity is intelnationa I ly famous
fol its Acaderny of Sciences, the Ger'-
nran Cnncer Resealch Cetrtt'e. Cet-r-

tle for Astronomical Calculation,
Labotatory for l\{oleculal Biology,
I\{ax Planck InsLitute of Astronomy
and Interdisciplinary Centle of Sci-
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entific Conrputing.

All these Universities have built
contacts with other universities and
centres of studies. For exarnple the
University of Saarland has coopera-
tive ploglammes and exchanges with
50 universities and colleges through-
out the world specially.in France,
USA, Japan, SouthAfrica and former
French Colonies in Africa.

Because ofthe high standard of
teaching and research these Univer'-
sities attlact students from all over
the wolld. tl%, of the students at
Heidelbelg are foleign, 8% of the
20,000 ofSaatland ate ovelseas stu-
dents.

Conloct with the Community

These universities, though
working in the rarihed field ofesoteric
reseaLch, are notjust academic ivory
towers. They have live contacts with
the community at'ound. For example
Saarla nd University has established
a "contact office" for the transfer of
knowledge and technolory. It regu-
lally organises "Technology Fairs".
Similally the University College of
Cardiff has built up stlong cornmunity
links. It contributes to education not
only through the teaching ofstudents
but also thlough an extension and
continuing education sen,ice that
covel's half the population of Wales.
The faculty serves on public bodies
and acts as consultants on a wide
l'ange of activities.

Active Student Community

'fhc students of these Universi-
ties ale notjust passive recipients of
infolnration. They play a very active
role in the academic and corporate
Iife of the Univet'sity. For exarnple,
the students Union Cardiff is one of
the largest and rnost successful in
Blitain with a valiety of facilities
including a shop, a ttavel centle and
a night club. The "Unistaff' - the
college's inhouse casua I enlployn'rent
agency enables the studenfs to supple-
ment theil glants by undeltaking a

f'ew houls o1'casual work in the col-
lege itself - an avel'ag-e 1000 hours a

week putting f 3000 in the pockets of
the students.

High Level of lnfroslructtle _ 
,,,i,, -

All these Universities have
developed a high level of,infne-
structure eg. the Heidelberg U;i-.
versity Library is the "greatest
tleasure of scholarly Germany" with'
2.6 million books and 6000 valuable
codices and rnanuscripts. Its cataloguo
is designed as a universal catalogue.
The Swansea College has a dining
hall which could serve dinner for
1000 pelsons at a tirne in a stylish
manner. The Cardiff College hab '

invested f 97 million over 1987-93 in
extending and improving infla; 

,

structure facilities and buildingstha.t:'
stand comparison with the beS.t
anywhere. The buildings of Bqt-h
Univetsity overa 200 acre gr.eenfield,
site are modern, bright, functional
and compact with all major facilities,
easily accessible from a central'..:'
'pedestrian deck'. These facilitibs,l
include the University Library with ..

a stock of ovet' 300,000 books and
over 2000 subscriptions to periodicals,
central conrputer facilities, a Centre '

[or Continuing Education acting as a
link between the acaderrric schools
and the outside world, a careers'
advisory service, counselling, "t". . .,

Where Do We Go?

Our Universitysystem with over
200 univetsities, ?000 colleges, 5

million students and more than
200,000 teachers is the largest in the ',

wolld. However by any standald, '
whether of teaching or of researchj , :

or publication or infi'astructural far ,
cilities we lag fal behind. Obviousiy' ''

u'e do not have the kind of resout'ces
that the t'icher countries can afford'
But given a sense of dedication t9 '

teaching and research on the par't of . :

our teaching comnrunity and seri' '

ousness of purpose and discipline gtl' .,ii

the part of our students, we can dg,l'l

-u"h better even within the limits of'' ri

oul' l'esoul'ces and facilities. In this
we can draw inspiration and ideas
fi'or-n the achie'u'emcnts of sorlre of
these great centles of learning and
liiglrtt r,lri.i^1i,,,^ iri tl,c \\tcst.

DR. P. R. DUBHAsHI is Vice Choncellor of lhe '
Goo Universily.
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The Undoing of Africa
Anlhony Doniels

An unholy ollionce hos grown up belween western intellecluols concerned with Africo ond thot
closs of people from which the Africon politicol elite is drown, or with ospirotions to become lhe

elite. Both hove their interesls, moleriol ond psychotogicol, in conceoling the lruth.

The folmer foreign ministel of
Tanzania, Oscar Katnbona, once told
me a story of his exile in London. He
rnet a fellow African on the undel-
ground.

'Whele are you from?'asked the
fellow-Afi'ican?

'Tanzania,' replied Oscar.

'Ah,'said the other, thlowing up
his hands reverentially, 'land of
Nyelele, great Nyerele.'

'And whele ale you frotn?'asked
Oscar.

'Guinea,'he replied.

'Ah,'said Oscar, throwing up his
hands in nrock revetence,'land ofSekou
Toure, gleat Sekou Toure.'

At that tears welled up in the
other's eyes. To hear the tnan praise,d
who had ruined his country, irnpovet'-
ished it beyond measul'e, driven a

thild of its population to death or
exile, and elevated paranoia into a

principle of goverlrment, was too much
for his self-contt'ol.

As for Nyeret'e, he achieved nruch
the same economic ends by slightly
less vicious lneal'ls. He merely herded
some 75 per cent of the rural popula-
tion by folce fi'om theirancestral lands
into collectivised villages - for theil
own good, ofcourse.

There are Slkou Toure and
Nyerere stleets, boulevards and
avenues all over Afi'ica. Othel tyra nts,
incompetent in everything except in
gainingand retaininq power', ale sinri-
larly celebrated and rnemot'ialised.
Only a few of Africa's many despots -

Macias.Nguema aka thE Only Miracle),
the Empetor Bokassa and Field
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MalshaIAmin havebeen denied these
singular honouls.

The first generation of African
dictators (it would be a blave man
who asserted that they are also the
Iast) have achieved a kind of im-
nrortality elsewhere: in the liblaries
of the rnetropolitan countlies. I have
in rny own srnall collection a ferv dozen
academic studies, decked out with
statistical tables and all the appalatus
of learning, proving that econornic
disaster is actually a triurnph of equity,
that slavery is fleedorn, thatshortages
are plenty, and that ligid censorship
is the highest stage of freedom. The
betises of the Africanists ale equalled
in this century of betises only by those
of the academic Sovietologists, and
would be funny if they had not been
serious in theirconsequences - sel'ious,
that is, for the inhabitants of Africa.

Oue nrust not exaggerate the
extent of the disaster which has
befallen Africa since the advent of
political independence, however. It is
true that, seen fi'om the perspective
of thosewho rneasure human happiness
b.y infant moltalit-y rates, gt'oss national
product pel head (a mis leadingsta tistic
if evel thele was one), and the per
capita consunrptiou of kilowatts, Africa
is in dire stt'aits by cotnparison with
therestofthe wolld. Its food ploduction
per inhabitant is now lower than it
was 30 years ago, when the wave of
decolonisation first swept over it. Yet
it hardly makes sense to complain
sinrultanebusly, as nrany do, that the
population is starving to death and
glowing too fast: aftcr all. N{althus
saw stal'vation as a consequence of
ovelpopulation, not ovelpopulation as
a consequence of starvation. And I
have olten been surprised that children

as allegedly malnoulished as African
childlen should grow up to be such
sturdy, indeed strapping, adults. Bither
malnutrition is not all it is made out
to be, or the figules are vvrong. In any
case, not all the figures are bad, at
least when viewed in proper pers-
pective. Infant mortality rates have
fallen and life expectancies have risen:
fewcountlies have figures worse than
those of England when my father was
born in 1909. England was then one of
the healthiest countlies in the wolld.

Statistics of this nature are but
abstractions, howevel', and no one feels
his life is rnuch improved ot'is tnuch
happier because thele has been a 10
per cent drop in the infant mortality
rate. What stlikes the vis itor to Africa,
on the contlary, is the human capacity
there to enjoy life in advelsity, which
is highly adrnirable and which seems
able to sulvive in a wide, though not
infinitely wide, spectrum of political
and econonric circumstances. There is
a vibrancy in African life which is
often lacking in more prosperous
clirnes, and while there is nrisety
enough - as thele is evetywhet'e - it
often,seen'rs d isploportiouately s Iight
to the cause. Were Africans to have
the pet'sona I expectations of people in
other linds, they would all be sunk in
misery, which manifestly they are not.
Their desire for children, and their
opinion that of all misfortunes child-
lessness is the worst, would be in-
comprehensible if life were for them
an entirely wretched expet'ience.

Still, the powelful impression
rernains that Afi'ican econotnic and
politica I difficulties at'e mol'e intract-
able, and are almost of a different
older ofrnagnitude, than those ofother
continents. Wherever and however
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politics irnpinge directly on the lives
of Africans, it is always fol ill rather
than good, the imposition of a tlew
exaction rather than the redress ofan
old. Afi'icans are oppressed when they
tlavel, when they stay at home, go to
school, to hospital, indeed whenever'
they come into contact with the pays
legal rathe'' than the pays reel.I shall
uot soon forget a journey of 120 miles
by bus I made in Mali, which was
intelrupted every 10 miles (on average)
by the police, soldiery or customs
officials to exact payment from the
unfoltunate passengers, as a lesultof
which the joulney took three days
and nights instead ofthree hours as it
might have done, and rnany of the
passengels were temporarily impli-
sorred en route sevelal tirnes. 'fhe
passengels accepted this outrage with
apparent equanimity: for they knew
that if they had been the officials, and
theofficials the passe4gers, they would
have behaved in precisely the same
fashion.

This aspect of daily life in Africa
has not been well-r'epolted in the
westeln press - with the single ex-
ception, pelhaps, ofSouthAfrica. There
ale a number of leasons for this: first,
nlally cotl'espondents live in a wotld
as tightly cosseted and plivileged irr
its orvn way as that of diploirtatists,
and thelefore tend not to encounter
life in the raw; aud secondly, because
to wtite too much of this aspect of
African life would be to risk explusion,
since not many regirnes on thecontiuent
ale kindly-d isposed towalds adverse
cliticism. But thildly, and more impor'-
tantl.y, thele has been a whole climate
of opinion which casts Africans not in
the lole of actors in their owu lives,
but as etelnal and quintessential
victirns. They were not thelefole to be
cl'iticised, but only undelstood, by
which was rneaut automatic excul-
pation. Alone of all the peoples of the
world they were to be reslored to
sinlessness. Thus it came about that
tlre assiduous reading of the Gu ard ia n
lol twenty .yeals would tell you less
irLuul tlr,: r'e ri li',1 o1 r\fi'ica '.ha n fir'c
minutes in Iiinshasa ailpolt.

I once published an at'ticle about
Afi'ica in rvhich l nrade some observa-
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tions which to me wer-e obvious (on no
subject is the filst duty ofthe intellec-
tual to state the obvious more urgent
than on that of Africa). The Nairobi
correspondent of a n a ugust America n
newspaper, I later heard, pinned nry
article above het desk, in relief that
sorneone had at last written what she
consideled the plain, unvarnished
tluth of expelience. She could not
have written it helself, however: not
only would her newspaper not have
published it, butto havedoneso would
have tesulted in hel dismissal, so un-
welcome would have been the repolt-
age of leality.

This dishonest attitude has its
couutelpart arnong educa ted Afi'ica ns.
An African friend of mine once wlote
an alticle exposiug the sheersoldidness
of life undel Zarnbia's emotionally
incons istent president for-almost-as-
long-as-he-liked, Kenneth Ka unda. My
fi'iend wlote from personal expelience:
he lecolded only what he had seen
with his own eyes and heard with his
owll eal's. But his Afi'ican fi'iends took
him to task, not because what he wrote
was untrue (they knew it to be true),
but bedause the publication of such an
article would expose Africa to the
ridicule of the white man.

Thus ari unholy alliance has grrown
up betrveen western intellectuals
concelned with Africa and that class
of people from which the African
political elite is drawir, or with aspi-
rations to becorne the elite. Both have
their interests, material and psy-
chological, in concealing the tluth.

It is not rnelely that a few ter'-
lible events have been almost entilely
ovellooked in our press; the massacre
of 100,000 Tutsi in Rwanda, the
massascl'e of equal numberof Hutu in
Bulundi, and the decimation of the
populations ofboth EquatoriaI Guinea
and Guinea under vicious dictator-
ships, for exarnple. These are far away
countries of which we know rrothing
and cat'e less: one could question a
thousand men oll the stleet befole
encountering'anyone who hao heald
of Equatolial Guinea. Far rnore in-
sidious has been the failule to report
the oppressive everyday reality of life

in the new African nation statQsj:.a'.:-
failure which I believe to have 6e!'ii '

purposeful on the part of intelleatufls ,
rather tha n a lnel.e r.a ndom oversight:
for the uroment such reality is de-
sclibed, the pet theories of iniellectu; :

als - fol example that the malfunc-
tioning of Afi'ica is the result of the :

opelation of the world econonic sys-
tern - seem wildly implausible, indeed
ridiculous. It is only'by keepingone's
eye firmly on statistical abstractions
and away from everday experience.
tha t such theolies can letain even the
slightest plausibility

Once one condescends to look'
around one at ground level, and
a cknowledge truthfully what one sees,
the fu nda menta I ploblem facingAfi'ica
becornes obvious. It.is the state. It is
the state which oppresses at every '

turn; it is the state which pays the '
peasant a fi'action of the value of what ,

he produces; it is the state which
pursues policies advantageous to its
employees but disastlous for everyone .*

else. It is the state which establishes 
'

tnonopolies and enrploys thousands
who do nothing except dlaw salaries,
and the size of whose inconre is ,

propoltiona I to their powel to obs tr'uqt :r,

others. A vicious circle has not infG-.':
qudrrtly been set up, in which the
depredations of the state cause
ecouomic decline, necessitatingfurther .

and more desperate depredations .to,;,:

rnaintain the state in the context ofa:i',1

declining economy. Foleign aid and:
borrowing have n'ra in ta ined (minimal).'rj
solvency for a time; but eventuallgil
even foleign aid donols tire of thiowin[-'r'
good r.nouey aftelbad, aud conrnrelcial
cledit luns out. The Intet'national
Monetary Fund and World Bank at'e i

then blamed for the inevitable:d
retrenchment, and also for the:fact -:

that the economy does not reviva'dti.jl
once, as if it were an indoor nlanti:t
deprived for a day or two of water.-{
Even rrow it has not occult'ed to great ;

leaders such as Nyerere that econcinric j
conficlence can be destt'oyed (especially

in economies as fragile as African ones) ;
itr a ruirLLst of sutli: cr llotrths, h"i

ca trnot bc restoled in yeat's, especially
if the people doing the restoring are I

the ones who did the destloying, aud. 
'
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if a lalge part of the intelligentsia
remains in theglip of the anti-economic
ideolory which was Iargely responsible
for the destluction in the fir'st place.
Indeed, Nyelere still appeals to hope
to do fior the whole world what he so
successfull.y d id fol Tanzania, and there
are still people willing to listen to
hinr.

Norv the experience of colonialisnr
is partly lesponsible for the econornic
failules of Africa, but fol precisel.y the
opposite l'easons from those rvhich
are usually adduced. It was not the
colonial incolporation of Africa into
the wolld economy which so distolted
Afi'ica's subsequeut economies, but
the paternalist and sta tist assumptions
which the colonia lists left behind when
they depalted. The material back-
waldness of Africa - which is not the
same thingas nrisery, of course - before
its iucorporation into the world eco-
nomy can scalcely be exaggerated,
though valiant effolts have been made
in the opposite direction by those who
see pateut untt'uth as a powet'ful
weapon in the fight against racism.
But the colonialists, especially in the
latel colonial period, assumed that,
left to themselves, Africans could not
acquire the skills and inclinations
necessal'y to participate in fi'ee
econonric exchange, though the bliefest
of reflections on African history would
have taught them otherwise. According
to the colonialist outlook, which the
nationalists adopted for theil own
cleed. Africans had to be cajoled or
coelced or indoctrinated into parti-
cipation in a nrodern economy. They
were incapable of rnaking theit' own
decisions - they were too primitive
and backwald for that - and thererfore
someone had to make the decisions
for them. Who .better than the
philosopher-kings of the colonial
serwice?

The lattergtadually extended and
centralised theil powers, until by the
end of the colonial era they were in
substantial control ofwhat used to be
known as'the cornmanding heights' of
the econonty. In rnany territories, the
foundations of a dirigisle econonry
were laid by the time of independence.
The leader of the nationalist nlove-
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tnents rvere not on the whole the tra-
ditional chiefs of pre-colonial polities,
imbued with a respect for their own
traditions, but nten of a new type,
educated abroad, rvho accepted nlany
of the colonialist assurnptions about
their own people: that, being ignorant
and backward, they had to be forced
into progless by those who knew bet-
ter. And these leadet's often inherited
a state apparatus which had already
g-l'own ever-nrighty.

The new rulers soon discoveled,
if they did not know it before, that
extending the powels of the state
adrnirably served their own personal
pulposes: enrichment and the main-
tenance oftheir position. It increased
the nunrbets of people beholden to
them, cleating a pel'nlanent consti-
tuency;and political patronage is both
lucrative and psychologically gra-
tifying, espcially to people with
darnaged egos (and the experience of
colonialism severely bruised nlany
egos). The powers of the state, and
thus of those who controlled thestate,
wele insinuated into every crevice in
the land. This selved to ent'ich, often
glotesquely, political leaders; but the
damage was done by their power, not
their con'uption. The relatively in-
corrupt Nyelele ruined his econon.ry
as conrprehensivel.y as the most
notolious kleptocrats.

Judged by econornic criteria, the
leaderc were grossly incompetent but
their policies were not in'ational, if it
is assulned that their goal was the
maintenance of the leaders in power.
Judged by political criteria, severa I of
the leaders, including the most glo-
tesque, wele brilliarrtly successful, in
that they managed to surwive in power
fot'decades. Bven the more evanes-
cent managed in a sholt time to accu-
mulate enol'mous personal fortunes
to enjoy in their errforced retirement.
Relatively few came to a really sticky
end. And in more than one case, the
wol'se the economy, the better for the
ruler and his political clientele, for
political privileee is never Ln'eater or
nrole lucrative and valuable than in
conditions of genera l scarcity.

For deep-seated but ralely

discussed or acknowledged reasons,
the leaders were both nepotistic and
inclined to favour their own ethnic
gloups. It became virtually taboo not
only to talk and write but even to
think about tribal (or if you prefer,
ethnic) affiliations in Africa. Insofar
as ethnic questions were referred to
atall, it was only to castigate colonialist
boundary-making: as if sorne other
boundalies were available which would
have been natulal and rational, and
have led to automatic national inte-
glation. The only motive fol introducing
the emban'assing subject of ethnicity
was to explain, olratherexplain away,
the failure of African states since
independence to live up to the hopes
ofthose who thought that the poverty
of Africa was the result of Eulopean
intervention and depredation. Even
then, not a few Africanists attempted
to prove that tribal antipathies wet'e
not spontaneous and therefore
'genuine', but were provoked and
fosteled by the departing colonialist
and the arriving neo-colonialists. At
no time was the existence of these
antipathies taken as an argunent for
reducing as far as possible the power
of the state, since it was inevitable
that the state should be controlled by
one ethnic group to the detriment of
others. On the contt'ary, it was taken
as an algunrent for centlalising power
even further, in the hope that an
ideologr, blind as to tribe, would
eventually replace ethnicity as a focus
of loyalty and affections, just as
communism was supposed to do in the
Balkans. Who can forgetthe convoluted
justifications ofthe one palty state as

the guarantor ofgenuine freedom in
Afi'ica, on the grounds that the
conpetition of different parties would
inevitably degenerate into ethnic strife?
How many diligent and conscientious
students of the matter took in all
seriousness the idea of a one-party
denrocracy (especially ifthe one party
was socialist and given to wholesale
confiscation of property and the
suppression of the market)?

'l'he more the state intervened in
national economic life, the more it
foreclosed other routes to personal
advancement, and the more desperate

:,
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the political struggle to control it
became. This was so even in couutries,
such as Malawi, Kettya and the Ivory
Coast, which wete nominally capitalist.
The ecotromies were so regulated by
govel'llnlellta I burea uctacies tha t eco-

nomic success was rnol'e a rnatter of
cultivating political and ethnic con-
nectious than of genuine entre-
preneurial or productive skill. The
politicisation of life always exerts a

doleful effect on ecotrotnic advance,
the more so itr econornies as weak as
Africa's.

The distot'ted tratule of Afi'ican
education has often been remalked
upon, and to it ascribed a wide range
of ills. How rnauy tiures have cour-
mentators on Afi'ica refelred to the
absurdity of young Africans being
taught Our ancestot's, the Gauls? At
the same tirne, bien pensantts have
often asclibed the failures of Afi'ica to
the lack of educated people left be-
hind by colonialistn: an evident ab-
suldity, since those couutlies with a

lelatively long tradition of educatiou
(in the western sense), such as Ghana
and Sierra Leone, have lared no bet-
ter, and in sotne .cases wol'se, than
those countries which only had four
university gladuates at independence.

The ploblem with African educa-
tion, howevet' is not so much its cort-
tent, as its purpose as perceived by
pupils and parents alike, All observ-
ers have been itnpressed by the sacri-
fices Afi'ican parents are prepared to
make to ensule that at least one or
two of theil children receive as rnuch
educatiotr as possible: saclifices which
incidentally, put the whining British,
with their cornplaints about lack of
textbooks and facilities deeply to
shame. Alas, these sacrifices ale made
for the wolst of all possible leasons.
In Tanzania I heard many times the
opinion that falming was only for the
stupid : intelligent,educated people had
jobs in the govet'nment buleaucl'ac.y,
from which position, of course, they
wet'e able to extort nottey - ftour the
stupid farmers. It is thus the impor'-
tance o1'thestate which distolts Ali'ica's
educational effolt.

State inten'ention in the econornl'
leads to the extinction of persottal
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fi'eedom, not only in matters of
explession, but in freedoms as funda-
mental, especially in African con-
d itions: freedom of movement, freedorn
to buy and sell, fi'eedom to cultivate
whele and what one likes. And since
econornic control so drastically inclease
the stakes in the competition for
political power, it cleates the urgent
necessity to control orsuppress opinion.
In no continent is the pless as feeble
as in Afi'ica, and not only flor econonic
l'easons. While a fi'ee economy is not a
sufficent condition for freedom of
explession, it is a necessary one, in
Africa as elsewhele. And dirigiste
autholitarianism is always mole
heavy-handed and oppress ive in everry-
day life than political autholitirianisrn
within a free economy.

The central political question in
Afi'ica, thelefore, is not so much that
of the establishment of multi-party
democlacy (which can easily dege-
nelate, in a polity in which the state is
pledominant, iuto a desperate and
intolerant winner-take-all system of
patlonage) but of the limitation of the
power of the state. The rnore functions
the state an'ogates to itself, the less
likely it is to cany out any of them
with regard to theil ostensible ends,
except those which selve the power of
the state itself, such as sut'veillance
of the population. On the whole, and
with a few exceptions, traditional Afi'i-
can polities, so despised by 'modern'
African leaders, were quite limited in
their powers and scope; and it may
well be that a return to a form of
Lugardian indirect rule by the state is
the wa.y forward fol Africa, though
how this return is to be accomplished
is not easy to envisage. But left more
or less to themselves, Afi'ica n peasa nts
and traders have demonstrated tnally
tin, es that they can respond to economic
opportunities plesented to t!'ern, and
insofar as they do not or cannot, it is
unlikely - to put it no higher - that the
kind of coercion plactised by the
philosopl-rer'-kings of Africa over the
past thlee decades will improve
trtttt^r's.

Intellectuals, howevel', are the
slowesl to learn lrom their mistakes,
fol they have the gleatest capacity to

disguise them from themselves by
abstractions. They are inclined to be-
lieve their syllogistic arguments rather
than the evidence of their own eyes;
and they believe what the.y want to
believe.

How little they have learnt can
be gauged by their respollse to deve-
lopments in South Afi'ica. They do not
wish to notice that apartheid is a form
of state intervention to suppress
market folces of which they would
have approved had it been designed
to benefit a different ethnic group,
and not the Afrikaaners. It was
precisely the economic policy which
they urged, on a largel scale, on all
African governnents. With regard to
the violence in the townships, they
have'consistently dislegarded the
careful, unbiased and nuanced pub-
lications of the South African Institute
of Race Relations, prefeming the simple
but unrealistic dichotomy of an
innocent ANC and guilty opponents
of the ANC. They have ignored the
likely devastatingsocia I a nd econornic
consequences of raising the expec-
tations of a young population by
persuading them that econornic
adva ncernent will automa tica ll.y follow
fi'om political action, and that the
plincipal economic problem facing
South Afi'ica is that of redistribution
of wealth. They ignore the likely
consequellces of applying the economic
methods of apartheid to advance the
interests of 80 per cent of the population
instead of a mere 10 per cent. That
famine and war could follow attempts
to inrpose blueprints fol justice is a
lesson they have uot learned.

Westeru intellectuals have for
years peddled - and peddle still - the
absuld idea that European wealth
and African poverty are two sides of'
the same coin. This was, and is, the
gleatest possible disservice to Africa,
because it was, and is, so useful an
idea to the philosopher-king-tyrants
of the continent, who abolished fi'ee-
dom, destt'oyed economies, imPove-
risherl nrr rll il ttrles. r'r'tna i ned i rr Powor
and gilded their orvn nests.

ANTHONY DANIELS is o psychiolrisl qnd o
lreelonce iournolist.
Courlesy: fhe Solisbury Review.

July-Sept. 1994



UTOPIAS IN CONFLICT : RELI-
GION AND NATIONALISM IN
MODERN INDIA by Ainslee T.
Erubree; Oxford Univelsity Press,
Bombay; 1992;pp.l44; Its.175.

Reviewed by
Louis D'Silvo

In the middle of the eighteenth
century, Voltaile could give thanks
that religious wars, "the abominable
nronuments to fanaticism," were over,
A modern historian sums up the
s ignifi cance of the cha nges: "The Wars
of Religion came to an end. While in
some later conflicts, as in Hungary or
in h'eland or Scotland, religion rem-
ained an issue, it was never again an
important issue in the affairs ofEurope
as a whole". Yet, one of the intriguing
a nd inescapable facts olthe twentieth
century is the le-enrergence ofreligion
in the conflicts that characterise
contemporary national and inter-
national politics.

The central and well-argued
hypothesis of "Utopias in Conflict" is
that the tensions generated by
cornpeting visions of the just society,
glounded on leligion, hal'e been deter-
mining f,actols in the socio-political
life of India thloughout the twentieth
century. Irnrblee explrcrLly states thal
the title of his book is intended to
indicate that these visions of a good
society, or blueplints of the future,
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are integral components ofthe vitality
and creativity of contemporaneous
Indian life.

When leaders of religions or
nationalist movements look to the past
in search of a golden age, they are
usually in search of the future. The
past becomes usable as it undergirds
the future. Such "resonant images of
the future", are a common feature of
religious and political movements at
the end of the twentieth century,
asserts Embree. Strains and conflicts
emerge when there are rival and
contradictory utopian visions. Reli.
gions and nationalist movements have
a further potential for conflict in that
allofthem arebased upon a conviction
of the possession of truth'which leads
to an unwillingness to compromise.
The explosive mix of nationalism and
religion, then, can become a potent
source of conflict between nations,
within a state, or within a movement
itself. Embree substantiates this view
by elaborately delineating the blue-
plints of the future or world-views of
two Indian communities, namely the
Muslims and the Sikhs in his con-
cludingchapters entitled"Muslims in
a Secular Society" and "A Sikh
Challenge".

A fascinatingfeature of "Utopias
in Conflict" is the controversiality of
some of its basic contentions. In this
connection, the most provocative
chapter is the one entitled "The
Question of [Iindu Tolerallce". Emblee
is of the considered view that the
emphasis on Hindu tolerance as a
detelmining feature of Indian civi-
lisationcannot be takenas an accurate
reading of this civilisation. He
maintains that Hindu civilisation is
neither absorptive nor eclectic, for the
truly astonishing factol in Indian civi-
lisation is the endurance and per-
sistence of its style and its patterns.
This prompts the following confident
u::ct l.iutt r' 1.1," p.,^ i.. rf i.lr. aui"iiui. "IL
is the endurance of this civilisation,
despite its encountel with a host of
othet' cultures and other political

influences, that has led many
observers to conclude that the Hindu
style is absorptive, synthesising, or
tolerant. What they see is something
quite different, namely, Indian
civilisation:s ability to encapsulate
other cultures and make it possible
for many levels of civilisation to live
side by side. But encapsulation is
neither toleration, absorption .nor
synthesis". From this standpoint Em-
bree arrives at the equally contentious
inference. that the vital social role of
religion in modern India is to be found
not in the numerous attempts at
accommodation made by neo-Hindus
or Islamic modernists but in the
activities of groups of the Hindu and
Muslim radical right, especially the
Hindu ones. "One can hazard the guess
says Embree, "that out of the vitalities
of Hinduism, and perhaps also of
Islam, will come not lesserbutgreater
confrontations as the lines are more
cleally drawn in the future".

Our own submission is that
Embree's viewpoint is at best a half-
truth and a particularistic interpreta-
tion of a highly complex Indian socio-
cultulal reality. If Embree is comect,
ale the painstaking attempts of soci-
ologists and anthropologists to disen-
tangle the intricate constituents of
India's composite culture illusory?
And is the time-honoured idea of
Hindu tolerance an absolute myth?

Despite the fact that the Hindu
way of life has shaped a large palt of
Indian culture, we are ofthe viewthat
those who would reduce I ndian culture
to one particular way of life or thought,
one particular set of values or att-
itudes, would be taking a very one-
sided view of Indian culture and would
miss the many-splendoured thing. It
is an ernpirical fact that Indian
national culture is multi-patterned in
chalacter', a composite entity to which
many different religions and
1.., iiiLirrro lra i v r.r^Lt iL.rLctl. BcoiJco,
a powerful process underway is the
modernisation of tladition and the
tradilionalisation of modelnity. Fur-

il

.i
ta

..il

:4..11
.)!

Freedom Firsl 39



:?.

"g
...' therrnole, the ethos of the I'ndian

socio-cultural environrnent and that
of secular democracy mutually
leinforce each other'.

Consequently, in our view, the
present travails of Indian society, in-
cludingthe lise of rnilitant Hinduism,
are symptomatic of a transitional pe-
liod through which India is passingin
its movenent torvalds a harmonious
nation-state. The history of India gives
us reason to hope that India will
weather the stolm ofany internecine
conflict which may result from reli-
gious discord, thereby indicating that
authentic religion, far fron being a
liability, is leally the nation's finest
asset. Viewed in historical perspec-
tive, atavistic Hinduism appears like
a temporary abeu'ation in the conteit
ofa much Iarger, olderand profounder
reality in India - the only major an-
cient civilisation extant in the world.
In its deepest l'ecesses, the Indian
spirit seeks consensus and not con-
tention and this spirit has, in the face
of glave challenge, revealed an ex-
tmordinary capacity for survival and
repeated self-assertion.

The aforesaid notwithstanding,
"Utopias in. Con.flict" makes a notable
contribution to an insightful under-
standing of fundamentalism and
religious violence in the developing
wolld. Well-r'eseat'ched and thought-
plovoking, this little work dilectly
bears on one ofthe burning issues of
contenporary India and should be of
vital intelest to those concerned about
the problematical relationship bet-
u'een politics and leligion in the third
wolld. The interest should be heigh-
tened on the reasonable assumption
that the countt'ies of Asia will occupy
the position of dominance in the
twenty-first century held by the North
Atlantic region in the nineteenth and
the twentieth.
DR LOUIS D'SILVA is Reader in Politics,
Depaltrrrent of Civics and Politics, Urriver-
sity of Bonrbay.

Religion ls regarded by
people as true, by the r.lise
by the rulers as useful .

the common
as false, arJ

Seneca

COMMUNALISM IN INDIA .
CHALLENGE AND RESPONSE,
edited by Mehdi Arslan and
Janaki Rajan; Manohar Publis-
hers and Distr.ibutor.s, NewDelhi;
1994;pp.207;Rs.50.

Reviewed by
F. A. Mechery

In the 1990s, the priorities of
India n politics dramatically changed.
Religion came to the forefiont as a
contentious political issue either as
religion per se or as a vague but
emotional debate on secularisrn or its
variations. Issues ofdevelopment took
a back seat or were presented in
cultural and historic terms, blowing
out cif proportion the role of these
factors in a developing polity. At a
time when political forces with a
religious agenda ar:e aggt'essive and
the Congless Party is apologetic and
on the defensive, the secular point of
viewdoes not have enough spokesmen
who ale willing to put forward the
argument. The case needs tobestated;
there is no wishingaway the situation.
The book under reviewbasicallyserves
this purpose in some ways. It consists
mainly of papels presented at a
seminar organised by the Deccan
Development Society at Hyderabad
on December 18 and 19, 1992, less
than two weeks after the Ayodhya
incidents. A well deserved conrnliment
is to be paid at this point: The papers
do not lepresent the heat and fury of
the situation, but are in-depth studies

some of which have, obviously, been
in preparation for some tiime.

The seminar was not only a
dialogue among experts, but a meeting
point of experts, activists and victims
of communal violence. It is claimed.
that the presentations not only blurr.ed
distinctions between the groups, but
brought an organic unity among those
involved. This collection of papers
deals with various aspects of the
communal issue without any serious
overlap, thus presenting a thematic
unity. The canvas is wide, covering
ideological motivations, historical
antecedents, socio-economic legacies
and political strategies adopted by
diffelent g1'oups.

The intellectual perspective of
these presentations is clearly'leftist'.
But that is not to say that all of them
see the same thing. It is not a 'left'
stereotype with which we are too well
acquainted; there is no exclusive
economic determinism underlying the
arguments, no fixed pegrs where stock
ideas are hung. Economic inter-
pretation.finds a place, but not in the
deterministic manner that Marxist
orthodox5r insisted upon in viewing
any phenomenon. Further, one may
point out that the communal'right'is
not present here at all to put forward
their view. The book does not purport
to strike a balance between opposing
points of view; that may make it a

scholarly intelcourse aloof from the
happeninp. The organizers wanted
to address the problem from the midst
of the actual happenings.

Tracing the genesis ofthe recent
upsul'ge in communalism, Kumaresh
Chakravarty identifies two major
causes. One is the "conscious attempt
to spread communalism as an ideol-
ory", and the other is "the specifrc
combination of economic a nd political
fotces" that took place during this
period. He makes a convincing case

analysing mainly the ideolory and
pattern of behaviour of the Congless
and Blralnl ivn .Ienetn naltios

K. N. Panikkar examines the
nature of commu nalism in India today
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both fi'onr the concep[ualand practical
points ol vierv. He analyses the
pl'oglanlllres aud action ofthe conrnru-
nal olganizations, not sparing even
the Congress, regarding the use of
courmunalism lol' political mobi-
lisation. Quoting specific instances
of exploitation of comrnunal senti-
ruents for electola I a nd olher politica I

pul'poses, Panikl<al shorvs how the
Congress created a bad legacy during
the regitnes of I\Irs. Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi. Refelling to the strategr of
building up the conrmunal rationale,
Panikkal pinpoints the "selective
appropliation of the past" as a tech-
nique of mobilisation. The complex
histolical plocess that developed the
cornposite cultule of India is sifted
carefully to find favoulable factors.
The comtnon ulan cannot look at
history with professional acurnen.
He easily accepts an intelpl'etation
on the basis of rvho puts it across.
History is uranipulated to
rnisreplesent the plesent, and cul'-
rentcontloversies at'e tead into events
that took place long ago in a different
social and political milieu. Such
utilisation of histoly leads to intel-
lectual chaos which at a certain stage
is bound to laise complex questions
about the body poliiic. In the erstwhile
Soviet Union the manipulation of
h istoly fol ovel halla century to suit
the l\{arxist rvolld view led to so
unlealistic a situation that after
Golbachev's glasnost, history had to
be dropped frorn school examinations
in Russia. Tirue had to be plovided
to unlealn the en'ols and to facilitate
thc retuln oI tluth. That expet'ience
is impoltant and it can be ignored
only at the lish of danger to an
undet'standing of out'seh'es.

Gyan Pandey focusses on the
post independence period and obsetves
that the ma instl'ealn pglitical leader-
ship in In<lia since independence has
largel.y been concelned with
developn'rent issues like irnport of
technology, ca pita I investntents, state
intet'r'ention and u'elfale needs. Ile
points out, that "somewhele along
the rvay the question of cultulal
iclentit.y ancl pride was lost, until it
I'e-enterg-es at the hands of the
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obsculantist and once politically
marginal elements". This shifting of
emphasis is clear fi'om the post inde-
pendence political literature in India
or even from newspaper reports if
one can see the last forty-five yeal.s
in perspective.

Examining the vexed question
of 'Secularism, Denrocracy and
Rights', Rajeev Bhargava invites
a ttention to a vita I issue often glossed
over in recent. national debates,
namely, that democracy involves the
possibility of a continuous restt.uc-
tuling of the ruling group. A person
in the minority tbday must have a
reasonable hope of being in the
majority tomoruow; at least thele
should be no fixed inrpediments to
it. There should be no permanent
political division into majority and
minority. To define a majolity in
such a way that it will be a permanent
position and to attempt to freeze
politics into that framewolk is a
negation of democracy. Tulning the
comlnunal division in the country
into a political division is a perwelsion
of the political older. This issue is
latgely parried in political debates
in the nation today.

The interaction between the
comurunal and the political is clearly
visible in Indian polity. Where issues
like Mandal ol land reforms, ale
alive, as.for example in Bihar, the
issue of Hindutva takes a back seat,
as distinguished journalist Plan
Chopra has illustrated. Communalism
rvhich advanced after independence
ricling on the clest of nationalisnr, is
now attempting a conrplete identi-
fication of the two. A majoritalian
legitimacy is then clainred.

With direct lefelence to the
events of Decenrber' 6, 1992, Uma
Chakravarty points to the anrbivalent
attitude of the Inclian nriddle classes
towat'ds the use of violence. They ale
hou'ified at the revolutionary violence
of the undelplivilege<l against the
plivilcged. lSut tlrey iu e nuL Du uruvL,u
by the caste violence of the u1>pel
castes against the lower castes,
because it is seen as the nra nifestation

of a long standing problerh
vtoiolence of Hindus against M
is more easily explained away
spontaneous outbursts of ange
patient a nd longsuffering group.
will happen to the 'law governi$
society' if we indulge in such
rationalising of violence? We could .

become ungovernable as a politieal
conrmunity. We cannot responsibly
administer ourselves. This is
da ngelous.

The book also throws light on a '
number ofother ploblems and events.
The lole of the media is one such
issue. The role that media played
and perhaps is still playing is very
crucial. Most peoplesticktoone news-
paper mainly, undelstanding little
what the picture is on the other side.
Objectivity in reports is often sacri-
ficed fol an.y number bf reasons, and
some pless reports can lead to con-
flagration. The responsibility of the
Pless is grave in the conditions
existing in India today.

The Constitution is a document
that in effect represents the basic
agreement arnong nrembers of a
political community. Secularism is
regat'ded as one of the basic features
of our Constitution. But its meaning
itself is the subject of a major cont-
rovel'sy. The concept of secularisnr
rvith the historic meaning that it
carries is not fully relevant to Indian
conditions. The Church-state problem
in Europe was lesolved in the
seventeenth century by the separation
of the spilitual flonr the tcmporal.
I'his idea of the separation of the two
rvas seculalism. The Indian situation
is not identical. As the Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court put it
in its historic judgement on March
11, 1994, seculalism "opelates on
the tenrpolal plane of the State's
activity in dealing with people
plofessing <lifferent faiths".

In our nrulti-religious polity,
secularisn-r nrtrst nrean toletance fiI'st
antl lhcle:rllel an.yLhtrtg eise.

Prof. F. A. Mechery is Heod of lhe Dept. of
Polilics, S.l.E.S. College, Eomboy.
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PAPER TIGER
In a way, yes. In a way, no. There's nothing

paper-tigerish about us in our unbiased views,
our fearless news coverage and editorial policy.

But paper is our business and we have that
strength and drive;r.rft.:r,rd with tigers in

@UpStwtc$mu&'fu
The papcr people truct



OPEITATION BLUE STAR, TIIE
TRUE STOIaY by Lt. Gen. K.S.
Blar'; UBS Publishels Distlibu-
tols Ltcl. New Delhi; 1993; pp. 173;
Its. 150.

Reviewed by
Konnommq S. Rqmon

Opelation Blue Star unleashed
one of the most tlaunatic periods in
lndian histoly and marked an impor'
tant point in the unfortunate deve-
loprnents in the fr'osperouS state of
Punjab. This has been one ofthe most
debated issues in Indian politics. A
number of books and repot'ts have
a lready been wlitten on the operation
itself and the aftetrnath; but most of
these authol's wele handicapped by
the fact that due to sttict curfew and
news censolship, they had to often
depend on secondary and heat'say
infot'nration. In this sense Lt. Gen.
Bt'ar', rvho rr'trs entrusted rvith the:

colnmand of the operation in the
Golden Temple and was also in the
thick of it right from the tirne the
fateful decision was taken, is tnost
ple-erninently eligible to cotntnent on
this issue. He is also in a position to
clarify a numbet'of contt'ovet'sies and
nryihs that sun'ounded this opelation
a nd docunrents the military action for
postelitl' "lcst ttuth gets dt'ou'nccl in
the q u icksand oflractured JrelceJrtion. "
'l'1,i.. 1,.,.,1^ I,.. | . . :, '.. r il t i, :,1;,: :

dcrcadc rrftcr thtr actunl incirlent, tlrus
gir,ing thc author tinre for
introspection ancl to nllorv for Jrassions
to settle dos'r.r.
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The boo k consists of n ine chaptels
excluding the pleface. The first thr.ee
chaptels provide a very brieloverview
of the rnain developments in the
Punjab since independence - the
denrand for a Punjabi Suba, the parti-
tion of the Punjab and the main causes
for the discontent and discord. The
remaining chapters dctail the actual
militaly strategy and how the ope-
ration rvas caliied out. The book sets
out to answel' soure of the questions
that have been wolrying a number of
concelned individua ls; rvhat rvele the
cornpulsions for conrmencing the ope-
ration two days after Gulu Arjun De""s
nrartyrdom annivers:lly when thele
r,r'as bound to be a large number of
pilgr'irns inside the temple complex;
why could the army not lay a siege
and starve the inmates intosulrender
and the oft-made allegations about
the anny's excesses. The last two
chapters plovide a very brief analysis
of the extent of the malaise in Punjab.

The book clearly hig'hlights how
the cowardice of the top leaders
belonging to the Akali Dal, the centlal
governlnent and the police forces
emboldened Bhindlanwale and his
followers. This was especially notice-
able when no action was ta ken despite
enough circumstantial evidence to
implicate both Bhindlanwale and his
r.notely clowd of follorvels, in the
assasination ofa nunrberofplominent
individuals such as Nilankari Gulu
Baba Gurbachan Singh, Lala Jagat
Nalain and his son, A. S. Atwal (the
Director-General of Police). It is tluly
anrazing that the ccntr':rl and state
governnlents did not react fit'mly even
rvhen the law and ot'del situation had
leached a point vvhere finding dead
bodies thlown into the sewel behind
Guru Nanak Niwas had become a
collllllon occul'l'ence. Bhindranwale
was litelally runninga parallel govern-
nrent fronr rvithin thc Golclen Templc.
The description of how the militanls
had built foltifications u'ithin the holy
shrir.re and also the buildings in the
i'rrnrr'rli:r'f o pi'i1'11111111t'lr,','rl is flisrh-
tening. {t nra lies o ne s'onder as to hou'
a govcrnr)lent that so often ploudl.y
clainrecl to be or.re thnt rvolked could
be so patheticall.f i;11p61ent in the face

trl

of such open and flagrant violations. l

Similally the total failure of the
intelligence systern is incredible.

The book provides a vivid and
graphic picture of the actual military
oJrelationand it is to Brar's credit that
he has avoided, as far as possible,
militarl' jargon. While reading this
book one cannot but admire the
anrount of planning that went into
this o1;clntion - right fi'om the estab-
lishrnent ofMed ical Aid Points to pla ns
to control traffrc and the setting up of
a safe zone for devotees. Yet, it is
extremely deptessing that such a n'ras-
sive operation had to be launched on
our own people. The pictorial sketches
give a clear idea of the actual topogp'a-
phy of the Golden Temple and the
routes of this operation.

The author has nothing but
adnriration fol the soldiers and, offr-
ccls who performed an extrelnely
sensitive job displaying implicit and
unflinching obedience and living up
to their cr.edo of "Duty, Honour and
Country". The extent qf the soldiels'
problems becomes clear when we
realise, as has beencxplained by Lt.
Gen. Blar, that the armarnents hsed '
by the militants were such that
normally an army unit would deploy.
this qua ntum offir'e power to coVetj a'n

area of apploximately eight kilo-
ureters. Mor:eover, the book clearly
shows that despite heavy casualties
and against all odds, the soldiers
adheled to the decision that not a
single round should be fired in the
rlilectisn of the IIrtI'i I\'Ianclil Sahib.

This book vividly desclibes the
situation within the temple and whya
police and pala-military fot'ce oper-
ation, lil<e the opetation christened '

"Black Thunder" calried out at a later
date, would not have succeeded. The
book also cnrphasises that nothiirg -

not event the 'lernple of God - has
unIirnited immunit1' from arnred inter-
vention b.r' ils orvr.r govel'rllllent. This
point is rvell-explerined u'ith the help
ol Lwu uxirlrrlriLlD i'l ,iit iri.r.ri j l. i^.1v
nrilitrrry :rction rvas iniliatecl against
the unhol-y use, of hol.y grlaces.

Onc catr u'ell ttg't'ee with Lt' Gen.
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Brar that this operation was one of
the rnost sensitive and thankless mis-
sions evel undeltaken by an army in
any part of the world. As one in charge
oftheopelation Lt. Gen. Blaris ideally
placed to judge the armed for.ces'
pelfolrnance; hence when he uses the
wold "fascinating" to describe the op'e-
ration it is extremelyjaning. He does
not have even one critical rernalk to
nralce about the almy's performance,
which obviously, rvorking u nder much
tension, could have elred. One cannot
but get the implession tha! this book
rvould have gleater cledibility if the
author had been nrore analytical and
critica I about the actual operation. He
could have thrown some light on the
way in which, thlough hindsight, the
opelation could have been perfotmed
nrore effectively. This in no way would
have detracted froru the valour and
capacity of the Indian soldiers.

The author is obviously unhappy
rvith the way in which the intelligensia
and the lnasses accepted a number of
slandet'ous and vicious stories cilcu-
lated about the soldiers' behaviour
rvithin the precincts of the temple. He
tlies to provide an explanation to cor-
lect the image of the armed forces.
Fol instance, he lefutes the article
written by Brahma Chellaney (the
Associated Press colrespondent who
managed to stay in Amlitsar through-
out the opelation) reporting that the
almy had, in cold blood, shot dead a
numbel of people after their hands
had been tied behind their back. The
author's al'gunrent that a few people
were shot dead when they tried to
escnpe and that it rvas a reflex action
of one sentry, is at best half-healted.
His view that "lndian soldiers with a
sinrple peasant backglound are far
too innocent and straightforwald to
be accused ofsuch brutalities" is haldly
convincing. Many well known authors
and international bodies have pro-
vided documentaly evidence about
military excesses in Jamnru and
Iiashmir', Punjab andAssam. It is this
rvhich led people to believe many of
the allegations nrade against the
iu'rned iblces operating inside the
Golclen Temple.

. The book also srrflers fi'otn a
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number of lacunae and inconsis-
tencies. Though the author claims
that the book has not been written to
vindicate orjustify the actions of any
of the plotagonists for the role played
by them, he has consciously or un-
consciously apportioned much of the
blame to the Akali Dal leaders for the
Punjab fiasco. For instance, he sug-
gests that each tinre a conciliatory
gesture was made by the government,
it was treated with derision and
defiance by the Akali leaders. When-
evel settlement was in sight they kept
shifting their sta nd. He does not hesi-
tate and rightlyso, in layingtheblame
on many of the Akali leaders and
accusing them of cowal'dice, oppol.-
tunisnr, internal gangsterisnr and for
trodding the treachelous path of
religious fundamentalism purely for
political dominance. He is mote or
less silent on the role played by Mr.s.
Gandhi and her son Sanjay Gandhi.
By now it is a well documented fact
that they, along with Zail Singh, were
primarily responsible fol the pheno-
menal grorvth of the obscure preacher
from Rode village. This was done
purely to counter the pre-eminence of
the topAkali Dal leaders in Punjab. It
is no exaggeration to suggest that the
creatons of Flankenstein soon found
that they had lost contlol over it. The
fact renlains that in Punjab almost all
the plotagonists were trying to get as
much political mileage as possible for'
thenrselves and, as a result, all of
them are equally to be blamed for the
imbroglio.

It is not clear what Lt. Gen. Brar
l)lealls when he suggcsts that the
"Military leaders, particularly at
seniol levels, failed to tal<e the Sikh
tloops into confidence... They should
have beenapplised ofthe true realities
of the situation created by the cult of
violence and teu'orisur opelating fi'onr
within the place of worship... It was
only fair that they should have been
told what was going to happen and
wh.y it had beconre necessary."Yet, he
himself confessed that he did not,
ltefot'e t.he o1x.r'ltion u/ils l:runch.'.1 ,

infot'tn any of his staff ol folmation
comrnandet's that they might have to
enter the Golden Tenrple in order to

flush out the militants. This pi"-'
caution was necessary in order to
eliminate any possibility of loose talk
and rumours spread by irresponsible
individuals which could have had seri-
ous repercussions. If the tr.oops had,
been forewarned could it not have
resulted in exactly the same reper-
cussions that he fears. This clear.ly
brings out the two problerns that anv
military action faces: (1) need for
irnmediate and authentic cover.age of
action and (2) the wider ramification
of such coverage if it jeopardises the
success ofan operation where secrecy
is of the utmost importance. It also
highlights the adverce effects ofpress
censorship a nd government control of
the rnass nredia.

However, despite sonre flaws, this , .

book is a valuable addition to the . .

existing literature on this very sensi- -.

tive issue. This book is especially .'

impot'tant at thisjuncture when vari- :

ous factions of the Akali Dal have ,

merged and their leaders vowto renew .

the struggle for the creation of a -

separate Sikh state where the Sikhs :

can "expelience the glowof fi'eedom".
Even while the nation sig'hs with relief 

"
over the end ofa decade ofterroriEm . ,

and uncertainty in the Punjab, comes I 
;

the Amritsar Declaration signed by
six Akali Dal factions and some stu-
dents and youth outfits once again
denranding a Sikh Kaum. Although, 

';the veiled threat to create a separate '-

soveleign Sikh state is couched in
telms ofa denrocl'acy, it does not make I
the scenario less threatening. This *
book should serve as a reminder ofthe' 't'o

bar"rkluptcy of the path the nrilitants
followed in the past and the need to
nip the probletn in the bud. Otherwise
it could shatter the fragile peace in ,'.'

this tloubled state and set back the ,,,,

clock of development. Our tt.ttui|;if
cannot affol'd anothel Operation Blue '':ri
Star.
DR. (MRS.) KANNAMMA S. RAMAN is leclure.in
the Depottmenl ol Polilicol Science, Sophio
College for Women, Bomboy.

You cannot govern states with
words.

Machiavelli
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BLIND MEN OF HINDOOSTAN
by General K Sunrlarji, PVSM;
UBS Publishers' Distributors;
1993; pp.241: Rs.250.

Reviewed by
E. D'Souzo

Genelal K. Sundarji needs no
introduction. I{e was the erstwhile
Chief of the Army Staffduring whose
tenure the country vety nearly went
to war because of his blinkmanship
during "Bl'ass Tacks" and the Sumdo-
lung Cho episode in the East. He was
the Western Arrny Commander
lesponsible fol Operation 'BLUE
STAR'. His long Almy connection is
glalingly evident in the bright red
dustjacket. He is very alticulate both
velbally and on paper and is a thinker
who tried to take the Army into the
21st century when our economy is
still in the 19th century.

With Indo-Pak relations at their
lowest ebb because of Pakistan's ovelt
and covert support to militancy, earlier
in the Punjab, a nd ongoing in Kashmir
thlough a low intens ity proxy confl ict,
and the ISI dirty tricks department
attempting to destabilise fndia, our
country rnay well be driven up the
rvall leading to a conventional offen-
sive into Pakistan. In it's present
belligerent mood, Pakistan tnay well
letaliate by using nuclear weapons.

The CIA and other agencies have
confir'rned that Pakistan has frorn 7 to
20 nucleal bombs of 20 kt yield, and it
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is in a position to launch a frrst strike
nuclear attack on India hoping that
India may not be prepared to retaliate
as its nuclear weapons have not been
capped and by the tirne it does so the
world body will intervene. The author
has visualised such a scenario and to
that extent the 'Blind Men of
Hindoostan'are awal'e ofsuch a possi-
bility. It is for this reason that this
book needs to be read.

Obviously the author is au fait
with the contemporary nuclear
scenario, not only worldwide but in
the sutr-continent. The depth and
deglee of his factual knowledge on
matters nuclear cannot be doubted
and is evident in the well documented
and researched tables and figules
presented in this book to support his
view that: (a) India should go in for a
nuclear regime to ach ieve asyrnmetry;
and (b) there is a pressing need for the
immediate establishment of a high
powered Cabinet Committee for
National Security (CCNS). The second
ploposition has been debated od
infin.itum since the establishment of
the National Defence College in New
Delhi in 1960. The author's anguish
and disappointrnent that it has not
yet materialised is reflected in the
Dedication, though how Arun Singh,
a boxwallah, is depicted as an expert
in defence mattels is hard to accept!

Be that as it may, General
Sundarji has marshalled his argu-
ments precisely and logically in tlue
service style (and jargon). The
methodolory that he has adopted
through a series of imaginary Cabinet
meetings attended by all concerned
with national seculity, r'i2., the Plinre
Minister, Cabinet Secretary, Minister/
Ministers of State of Home, Defence,
Extelnal Affairs, the three Service
Chiefs; nodal intelligence agencies and
the Scientific Adviser, is indeed novel
and realistic. It is obviously based on
the author's expelience when he was
Army Chief. It enables a layman to
get an insight as to how such major
decisions are discussed and taken at
the top most level, though as yet on an
ad hoc basis.

Unfortunately, the over use of

typically American acronyms may
tend to confuse the lay reader, as also :r'

some of the very 'mod' American jar- ',

gon and terms used. If, as he says, his
airn is to 'mobilise' informed public
debate, he would have done well to
t'esort to basic english!

Sorne ofthe arguments presented
by him tend to be flawed, perhaps in
his anxiety to prove his point. For
instance it is inconceivable that Pakis-
tan would resort to a so called'tactical'
nuclear strike to blunt an Indian
conventional attack on it's own (Pakis-
tans) soil. The revibwer, having been
privy to the devastation caused by the
first ever atomic bomb attack by a 12
kt yield bomb, on Hiroshima a few
months after it was dropped, feels
that such a position is unlikely. Nor
can one visualise the U.S.A., as the
author writes, of using even a low
yield nuclear bomb on Pakistan and/
or India in the event ofeither or both
countries resorting to nuclear
weapons. Or for that matter other,
small nuclear powers like SouthAflica
and Israel posing even a remote .

nuclear threat to India. These flights
of fancy could well have been avoided .

and more attention devoted to the
main issue on the Indo-Pak-Chinese
triangle.

The thrust of the various
permutations and conrbinations pre-
sented by the author indicates the
Indian syndrorne ofan obsession with' :

Pakistan. History tells us otherwise
that we cannot afford to ignore,lightly,
as the author has done, the threat
posed by that gian t, ostensibly sleeping
dragon China, a nation which has
always prided itself as the Middle
Kingdom. There can be little doubt
that this dragon will continue to
slumber until the year 2000 by which
time Hongkong will be absorbed and :

it will have built itself economically
into a rnajor power in Asia. What
happens then from the year 2000 to
2015 (the author's plojection)? This
threat cannot be disrnissed lightly.

Whetirer Pakistan' with its
limited first strike capability and
vulnerability to an Indian conven-

.. 'i:

'+l-'q'
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tional attack will use it's nuclear
weapons against India's armoured
and/or mechanised strike formations
which are endowed with the ability to
disperse in the face ofa nuclear threat
a nd quickly teiloup after the all-clear,
is debatable. The leviewer had the
opportunity to attend an exercise with
troops in Germany involving the
British 1l Aln-roured Division, in 1955,
based on the use of the 280 mm tactical
atonric cannon. This scenalio is a

different kettle of fish.

Pakistan would select a major
targetwhich would cripple India. Such
a target would be India's financial
and comnercial capital Bombay in
rvhich are located the Bhabha Atomic
Power Facility, the Western Fleet,
the major oil installations and the
ports of Bombay and Nhava Sheva.
Although outside Pakistan's current
missile capability, and in the absence
of a submaline launched missile plat-
form, it has the capability of doing so
with itls F16 fighter bombers capable
of free dropping a nuclear bomb. Some
thought should have been devoted to
this'real' possibility.

Nevertheless this book fills an
important void in fostering public in-
terest in defencb matters, especially
nuclear rvar', by an articulate and well
qualified ex-Army Chief who knows
what he is talking about, albeit
through a book with a misleading
title. Though we may not agree with
all his views, he will certainly
conscientize the public.

MAJ. GEN. E. D'SOUZA, PVSM (retired) is cur-
renlly Assoclote Edilol, Defence fodoy. He is
olso q well-known outhorily on sporls motlers.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
REPORT-1993; Amnesty Inter.-
national Publications, I Easton
Street, London WCIX 8D,f, U.K.,
pp.354; price not stated.

Reviewed by
G. Anonthoromon

'Used as one is to hearing abuses
heaped on Amnesty International, it
is with some trepidation that one'sets
out to read the report ofthe organi-
sation for the year 1993, covering the
period January to December 1992*.
At the same time there is a sense.of
excitement at having found an oppor-
tunity to check out the veracity of the
charge thatAmnesty is biased against
the non-western world.

Amnesty International works to
prevent some of the gravest violations
by governments of people's funda-
mental human rights. The main focus
of it's campaigning is to (a) free all
prisoners ofconscience (b) ensure fair
and pt'ompt trials for political pri-'
soners (c) abolish the death penalty,
torture and other cruel treatment of
prisoners and (d) end extra-judicial
executions and the so-called'disappe-
arances' of prisoners. Amnesty also
opposes abuses by opposition groups;
hostage-taking, torture and killings
of prisoners and other deliberate and
arbitrary killings.

The introductory part answers
one ofthe oft-repeated charges against
the organisation: that while it is too
eager to condenrn governmental vio-

lations of human rights, it is lenient 
l'.1

on violence caused by terrorists and
insurgents. Amnesty argues that all l

over the globe, it is governments that '
are guilty of the worst kind of human i
rights abuses. Arbitrary arrests, exe- ,,

cution without trail or after an unfiair
trial, torture at the hands ofsecurity
forces are all so common in countries
around the world that in comparison,
the activities of 'armed opposition
groups' - the organisation abjur.es the
use, of the word 'terrorists' - are but
slight in comparison, the argument
goes. As evidence, Amnesty compiles
a record of human rights violations in
161 countries around the world. :

In the chapter on the death
penalty, Amnesty forcefully argues
for its abolition in all nations as,. :

according to it, the death penalty is'. .

the ultimate form of a degrading and- ',
cruel punishment; there is no real
evidence ofany deterrent effect ofthe
death penalty on rates of crime and
political violence in a society. But .

Amnesty's call for a blanket ban is ,::

likely to go unheeded in an age of :

increasing terrorist violence. The :,

report itself cites the case of Pakistan .,,
and the U.S., where the number of 

.

executions in 1992 were 19 and 32
respectively.

Amnesty records it's concern and ',

anguish over the refugee crises in
Yugoslavia, Somalia, Burma, Western ;
Sahara and Haiti in the section titled ., .
'Protecting Refugees'. The inaction of -;il

the West in Bosnia (in 1992) and the ;
harsh action of the U.S. in turning
away thousands ofrefugees from Haiti
fl eeing political repression there, come
in for heavy criticism. While wel-
coming the new role of the UNHCR in
Yugoslavia where the agency has
taken the lead in providing huma- i.

nitarian relief in the war zone, Am- ''.
nesty condemns the attitude of some i

western nations in making this ,

increasing UNHCR role an excuse to
tighten fheil laws for granting asylum
totuf"g9g"._
* We regletthe delay inpublishingthie teview

because A,rnnesty International's Report for
1994 has since been published. We hope to
carry an afticle on the 1994 Report in the
October 1994 issue -Bds.

SOLOIERS DON'T START WARS

No soldier starts a war - they
only give their llves to lt. Wars are
started by you and me, by bankers
and politicians, excitable women,
newspaper editors, clergymen who
are ex-pacifists, and Congressmen
with vertebrae ol pulty. The young-
sters yelling in the streets, poor
kids, are the ones who pay the
pri ce,

Francis P. Duffy
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The centlal part of the report
consists of the country-wise entries.
Amnesty does not glade countries ac-
colding to theil record on human
lights; the focus is on highlighting
specific violations in each case. Hence
a major soul'ce of controversy is
avoided. The ently in each case high-
lights political all'ests, executions,
excesses by the security forces and
also, wherever they occur, human
lights violations by armed opposition
gl'oups (r'ead teuorists). Any sense of
complacency that arises on finding
Austra lia listed alongside Argentina,
ol lndia with Israel and Italy is quickly
shattered as one leads through the
g'l'uesolne record of human rights vio-
lations in country after country.

An'rnesty's report on India is, not
unexpectedly, scathing. The report
on India begins thus: "Thousands of
political plisonels, including several
prisoners of conscience, were held
without charge ol trial under special
or preventive detention laws. Torture
and ill-treatnrent of detainees were
widespread throughout the country
and the perpetrators operated with
virtual impunity. Tolture was prac-
tised systematically in Jammu &
Kashmir and Punjab where it's occur-
l'ence rvas facilitated by illegal,
i nconurrunicado and secret detentions.
Dozens of people died in police
custody."

About the communal riots that
occulred i n the aftermath of the demo-
lition of the Babli rnasjid, Amnesty
tather carelessly says : "Over 1200
people wet'e shot dead by police or
killed inviolence between Hindus and
Muslims in the days that followed."
Sulely this statement clubs together
two vely diffelent cilcumstances
thoughtlessly. Police firing on rioters
did not lead to 1200 deaths, as the
statenrent, at first reading, seems to
suggest.

However', quoting a range of
statistics, the lepolt does bring home
the hon'enclorts scale olhutnan rights
violations in India. Quoting govel'n-
nrent soulces, Atuncsty says that as
on October' 1992, 16,925 people were
being held undel TADA (Terrorist
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and Disruptive Activities Act) in
various parts ofthe country, including
1452 in Gujarat, a State where no
armed opposition to the government
was reported. In addition, 2369 people
were being held under the National
Security Act (NSA).

On custodial deaths in India, the
report says that only in six out of415
cases of custodial deaths known by
Amnesty to have occurred between
1985 and March 1992 were police
o(ficers tried and convicted. Only in
14 of the 415 cases was conpensation
paid, the report says.

In contrast to the detailed report
on hurnan rights violations by the
security forces, Amnesty almost glos-
ses over the killings and kidnappings
carried out by various militant outfits
in Punjab, Assam and other north-
eastern States. There is no mention of
the total number of people killed in
telrorist violence in 1992. Moreover,
Arnnesty's definition of 'plisoners of
conscience' is unclear. How many of
the 'scores of political activists'
anested in Punjab and Kashrnir were
armed militants who engaged in
violence? There is no clear cut
distinction drawn by Amnesty.

It is surprising, and revealing,
that there is no rnar'ked difference in
the human rights record between In-
dia and her neighbout's. The report on
Pa kistan, Mya nrnar, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka reads similar to that on
India. India fares better on free and
fair trials or the number of indepen-
dent civil rights groups that operate
within the country. That s about all.

Amnesty does not' seem to
appreciate the complexities ofthe poli-
tical scenario in countries like Sri
Lanka, Erypt, Somalia or India. The
Sri Lankan folces battling the LTTE
and the JVP, the Egrptian forces
combating Islamic fundamentalists
who target foleign tourists ol the
Indian army trying to contain
ten'olisnr in ILeshnril rilc:r llglalrplirig
rvith delicate and complex tasks and
Amnesty does not seetn to appreciate
this. It goes about its job with almost

elinical detachment. .: '

A perusal of the reports on tlie
Western nations - U.K., U:S,A.,
Canada among others, - confirm what
is widely believed; human rights are
better plotected there. Interestingly,'
Amnesty again glosses over the race
riots in Los Angeles inApril 1992 over
the acquittal of four police offrcers
charged with beating up black motor-
ist Rodney King. There are no details
given. Contrasting this with the de-
tailed repolting of the post-Ayodhya
riots in India in December 1992, one is
tempted to believe the Indian govern-
ment spokesman's complaint about
Amnesty's partiality to the West.

These contentious issues apart,
sifting through the annual report of
Amnesty lnternational is a learning
exp€rience. It does sensitise one to the
gravity of human rights violations
everywhere and makes one under-
stand the significance and importance
of the glowing human rights move-
rnent worldwide.

MR. GANESH ANANTI{ARAMAN, leoches poll-
iics ot lhE Somoiyq College ot Arls & Science,
Bomboy.

Over 52,000 languishing ln
Indian Jails

A staggering 52,268 persons are lan-
guishing in lndian iails under the Terrorist
and Disruptive Aclivities Act (TADA).

Lawyers fighting the cases in lhe Su-
preme Courl of lndia say that TADA is in-
creasingly becoming a weapon lor the po'
lice which is unable lo keep the accused in
jail on other charges of common crimd.

TADA cases, according to Raiinder Sachar,

President of People's Union for Civil Liber-
ties, are increasing every year.

Most TADA cases have been going on

for more than live years. The courts are

notoriously slow because in maiority of cases,

there is no hard evidence against lhe 'ac'
cused".

TADA detainees in various slales as on

Feb.1 5'93: Andhra Pradesh 561 4; Arunachal
Pradesh 88; Assam 10779: Bihar 190; Guiarat

1 4094; Haryana 91 6; Himachal Pradesh 55;

J&K 1 S26; Karnataka 26; Maharashtra I 1 25;

Madhya Pradesh 1 o3; Manipur 1 0o3; Punjab
1 4457; Rajasthan 422; Tamilnadu 1 47; Tripura

47; Uttar Pradesh 851 and West Bengal 525.

Total: 52258.

Courtesy: Human Rlghts World.
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F'reedom,Flisf ig realty food for thought. It
contains hardly any article which does not.
attract the redder. Its ever increasing number
of subscribers makes one optimistic that the
number of Indians with liberal ideas is not
negligible.

G. Y. Dharap
. rfalgaon

I loveyour magazine, but notyour tardiness
and incompleteness. Please pardon me for the
candour. Please rest assured, my interest in
Freedan,Fr.-rsf will nol wane.

Y. ff. Mahabal
Nanded

ITreedom First is a good periodical but it
should be more frequent and more widely read.

. V.I. Chacko
Bangalore

I really loveFlee dom Firs t and Minoo Masani's
commonsense. Please permit me to send you
herewith a small cheque to help the Journal
keep alive real Freedom. I am not rich in
wealth, but I would sogn become poor in diges-
tion if I did not share or help in time.

Prof. P. N. Driver
Pune

I just received a copy of h'eedom First. I
found it fascinating - fearless and a beacon for
freedom. Congratulations to the Founder.

Ladislas Rice
London
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Advertisein the pages of Freedom First Reach
your message to an enlightened readershiP.
ln the process you help promote the cause of
a free economy. Write to us for details.
@tgto the Freedom First Foundation'a
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values of freedom and the dignity of the indi'
vidual.
Donations to the Freedom First Foundation
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