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"Help Bring Our India Up - Quickly"

<\

--'* "C
Ntr. S. P. Ciodrej, Chairman of the

Goclrej Group of Companies, had an
astonishing rarrgc of interests rvhich
inclucled Environrnent, Poprrla tion Con trol,
Iiducation, Social Welfare, thc Arts,
Archacology arrd I Ieritagc Conservation.

The Godrej Industrial Garden
Tor,vnship at Pirofshanagar in Mumbai
bc'ars testimony to the variorrs causes the
Godrejs have bcen promoting in the fields
of I iousinq. IlJrrcation, i{caltlr antl Fartrilv
\\'r'll;rrL. I l\'\\'.t\ [',rlticrrl.rrlt l.rrrucl i,f Llr.'
Itrrge cxpanse of manl;rove forest, perhaps
thc bcst orr the w,est coast, adjoinirrg thc
(iodrcj Industrial Gardcn Township rvhich
is being nraintaincd and protcctccl from
poachers by tl're Soonabai Godrej Trust.

N4r. Codrci u'as partictrlarly
conrnrittccl tcr thc prcscrvaticrn of natrlrc,
lvilriiile .lnrl eltvit()ntnclt, linkecl lvitlr
prrptrl,rtion r:otrIrol anrl rle vcloprrtcrrt - :rs
I'r','si,Jr.ttt l.nrr.ritrrr; rrf tltt' \,\/lrrlil \\'i-1.,
i unLl itrl r\;ttLrrt.-llrrltl. lt'hrrst' ttt0sl
rnllr()l ltltf llilssl()lt ;tt lrrr.s,'trl ic trr clvr. llr,'
gr aVr:ly e rrclange red, rrlagnillce nt natronal
rttirn,rl, tlr- Tig.r'. IIl rr'.rs Yi.t. I'rusi.l..rrt
rrl thi' l.irnrlr;r1' N.ttulrl I ii1;t,.)t-)' :i,,qiL'11,,
I'r,.rsitlcnt of thc National Socictv oI tlt,-'
l"ricnrls oi'l-rets, [)atrorr ol tht'Family

Planning Association of India and a

member of the Governing Board of the
Population Foundation of India.

International recognition of Mr.
Godrej's contribution to the conservation
of natnre and natural resources r.l,as the
conferment of the WWF 25th Anniversary
Benefactor "White Pelican" Ar,r'ard at the
hands of Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh. ln 1997 , he was conferred the
Padma Bhushan by the President of India.
Other national honours included the Indira
Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar, the Indian
Merchants' Chamber Award for
outstanding contribution in enhancing the
image of the business community by
personal service, the Jawaharlal Nehm
Birth Centenary Award of the Indian
Science Congress Association and the
Golden Peacock Lifetime Achievement
Award by the Institute of Directors.

I{c br'lieved as staunchly in fair
brrsiness practices as he did in the social
responsibilities of business. The trusteeship
of wealth was a living concept with him
- wealth earned to become wealth shared
for the common good.

Mr. Codrej lived by the values
irrrl.il.,rrl l.\' hirtr frorl his Pior1g".1r.,tr.rr.t.,"
Ardcshir anLl fathcr I'iro;sha who w'erc
drivcrr by thc motb of self-respect through
sclf-reliance, reinforced by plain living and
high thinking.

Mr. Godrej believed that the best
philosophy was to c1o the best onc corrld.
Accordirrg to him, tlrcre werc' several
conlponcnts to this prhilosophy. The first
v1';11.; llolrl1,5'.s1, ol,/ilie, which hoLls tlrat tlrosc
lvlro rrc bctlr.r off j1 

f 
jfp rrr,,'L' ;rn ohlit;ation

1,, ilr,,:,' Ir'rq I-,rr lrrrr rl,, ll. rrr rl',"--.,r,'i.',.,
,Atrrltltct ('{rtltpotlcllI y,,1s tp lir,'r'atrtJ lct liyr'.
,t!.ii;ii, l,,l.r.i,t.i,rri,] r,r,ti, i.[,rrr,litrr' r,,

othel pc'ople. Still anrrthcr wns trr bicl

l3ooclLryc, lirnrlv antl finally, trr tht'
tlt'plrrlal,lr. , irrtil't lrrri, r ltrtlttr drt (lr't it passr
attittrclc antl rlcvclop.r ration;tl t.thos,
cultir.ating thc scicrrtific tcntpcl'.

Deeply concerned about the
problems ravaging the country, particularly
the popr-rlation explosion, the subsequent
environmental degradation and the all-
pervasive corruption, Mr. Goclrej used
various platforms to propagate- his slogan:
"Help Bring Our India Up - Quickly!"
Linked rr'ith this were Mahatma Gandhi's
words which he used frequently to quote:
"Each one of us must be the change rve
wish to see in the world".

A Secretary's Tribute

ln the death of Shri S. P. Godrej,
I have suffered a personal loss,
having worked with him closely as
his secretary from 1959 to 1983.

ln the manner of his death, he
revealed the manner of his livingl
Shri Godrej was very active, hale
and hearty, till the end. When I once
told him jocularly that he would
outlive me and hit his life's century,
he laughed and said that hitting
life's century is no great
achievement at all, if one has to live
like a cabbage ilr one's old age!

He phoned me very recently from
his residence late at night that he
would like to have a long chat with
me on his return from abroadl He
said that he liked my article on
corruption and he was happy that
Freedom Firsf would be holding a
seminar on this subject with my
article as the working paper at
Gcrdrej Bhavarr on June 24lh He
irrsurcc Iiic ilrai iti v'/uLilo teiLlrll
tu Duirri-,rav irr iirtre i,-r L,tesitje over
tirrs sentnar. But ttrat, alas, wa.s rlot
to be

S. S. Bankeshwar
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Many Voices

BETWEEN OURSELVES...

ls there any one among us who can touch his heart and say that
he has never paid out even Re.'1 as a bribe to get one thing or another
done? Highly unlikely. There may be persons who may have never taken
a bribe. But the fact remains that the systent we have created sucks in

everyone, vitiating the process of governance, and threatening to destroy
civil society itself. Hence the cover feature is titled "The Enemy Within".
An enemy far more difficult to beat because of the numbers involved. Yet

the effort to defeat this enemy and aim towards a society based on Dharma
must not cease. Hence Freedom Flrst keeps returning to this subject time
and again. We give you part one of a two-part feature.

Subscription Renewals

Please respond to the subscription reminder mailed to you by our
office, and please send in your renewals. Please note tlrat the annual
subscription beginning 2000 is Rs.100. Remember to add bank charges
of Rs.20 if your cheque is from a bank outside Mumbai and the cheque
itself should be drawn in favour of ICCF, nol Freedom First.

Bi-monthly Fund

Donations received so far: Rs.3 lakhs. Of this, Rs.2 lakhs was donated
by a subscriber who wishes to remain anonymous. He says that his donation
is in recognition of the fact lhal"Freedom First keeps alive the memory of
Minoo Masani and his dedication to the promotion of liberal values."

We are Rs.9 lakhs short of the target. lt is only with your cooperation
and assistance will it be possible to achieve the aim of making Freedom
First a bi-monthly beginning January 2001.

Editor
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"The deep nloans round with ntany voices. Come, nry friends
'Tis not too late to seek q ner4)er v,orld" - Tennyson

Politics pays, and crime pays slightly better. Although
at times the two become indistinguishable.

Editor M. J. Akbar, Asian Age, July 16

Madam, in your country reports of the President's
illness rvill put question marks about his ability to rule. Here,
it will generate a sympatiry wave.

A governnent spokesman rr'plying to an American
corresporrdent's complaint about getting information on the

Prime Minister's illness, Indin Todnv, May 15

In Mr. Putin's own words "l am lndia's best friend".
Wrong Mr. Putin! Indian democracy is the country's best
friend!

Vansi Musur.ruru, an NRI businessman
on the Internet, June 29

Throughout history people have worried that too
much knowledge will destroy us, that certain areas of
knowledge are better left undiscovered as God's domain.
This sorrrrds like the high moral ground yet is no more than
a variation of the Pope's position on Galileo.

Economist Srvaminathau S. Anklesaria Aiyar,
'flrc Econotrric 7'inres, Jvne 28

It isn't just socialists n'ho oppose pri"'atisation. Ncu'
porver-hr-rngry ministers and old grc'edy officials arc also
against it. They want to cling to the patronagc that comes
fronr running vast companics.

Colunrrrist Tavlccn Singh, lrrdin I'oday, May 15

.. by and large people regard a full-time politician as
a menace to civil society.

Former finance minister P. Chidambaranr,
India Today, Arrgust Z

To me majority and minority by religious definition
are meaningless.l consider the citizen of any particular
country as a citizen. They are human beings first and humarr
beings last' 

tsanglacresrri lvriter Taslinra Nasreerr,
Communnlism Combnt, March 2000

I supported Deepa Mehta simply because I am against
all kinds of fundamentalism. I believe in freedom of expression
and the individual's right to express his or her thoughts in
writing, film, theatre, singing, acting or in whatever medium
he or she prefers.

Bangladeshi rvriter Taslinra Nasreen,
Conrmunnlism Combat, March 2000

We do not have the rule of law. We have rule by
law. There are laws, but the State and the minders of the
State are abo'u'e the law.

Forme'r financc minister P. Chidambaram,
India I'odny, August 7

How one u'ishes that Mr. Paswau, Union Minister for
Telecomunications will movc'from one department to atrother
so that he does the greatest amount of "service" kr the largest
rrurnber of governmeut servants, actually the people's
masters, so that we have a government of the employees,
for the cnrployees, by tl-re employees.

T. H. Chorvdary, former Managing Director VSNL,
The Statesnran, June 28

...WHAT WAS THERE TO FIGHT OVER ?

France and Germany went to war twice, once in 1872 and once in 1914

cver two bits of territory called Alsace and Lorraine because both sides said

they must have Alsace and Lorraine. Ultimately they made friends. Today nobody

ceres a damn as to rn'hc owns Alsace and to whom Lorraine belongs because

tneV have ceased Io be of anv imDortance. The clav wtll come wnen DeoDle

I

I

I
I
I
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Liberals the world over should be proud of the

role plai,ed by the German Liberal and former finance

ministcr Count Otto von Lambsdorff, in securing
compensation for victims of the holocaust and trl those

rvlro were forced to lvork for German companies in
World War ll. According to a Nczo York Tintes report,
Cc'rtrnt Lambsdorff represented German companies in
thcir long negotiations rvith thc survivors' organisations.

Under an agreement sigrrc-d in July, German
inclustry and the Gerrnan government rvill eacl-,

contributc- about $2.5 billion to a fund that u'ill pay
compensation to as many as one million former forced

labourers. The fund will also be used to compe'nsate

people n'ho e'ndured medical experimentation at the

hands of Nazi scientists and some of tl'rose whosc
property was confiscated, says the NYT report.

Thc amount may look Sencrous, but not to Count
[.ambsdorff. The Libcral that he is, he is angry with
those German companies that refused to contribute. He
said "lt is a pubiic offence that the maiority of companies

have not vet joined up. All German companies, including
those forrned after the q'ar, should contribute to the fund.
Tirose not burde'ned by thc past should think about
reshaping the future."

On a personal note, Count Lambsdorff who was

to l-rave a delivered the keynote addrcss at a National
51'mposiurl s;-rcttrsttrecl b)' the Fricdrich Naumann
Stifttrng and thc Project for Econornic Educalion on
Liberal Priorities for the 21't CcIrtury, rvas unable to do

so because he had to be in Washington for thc
negotiations. We missed him at the Symposiunr but tire
htrmanitarian cause in nhich lte r,r'as inrtoived n'as of
far greater import He proved that Liberalism is more
liratr tl:trktf r'(-()n()rtli{-q. Il is als,r ahorit htitliirl librlrtr'
.rriti ii ig,r,it1', arrri t,i coLtrsc ;,ii;otlI tir': st.rcir'ri

rcsPonsibil ities of blrsitrcss.

In an1, war or .ivit .,rll"rt it is not only tlte soldiers
r.r'ho get killeci but journalists assigned to report on tlte
fighting rvho find themselves either gaggcd by their
srrvc'rlrmctrt or killt'd- Incide-ntally thc statct-trctrt madcr

Lry sottte tirat soiclicrs ttrc !raid kr fii;ht alrcl rutr thtl risk

',I gL:tiirtg l.il], ,1, i. , )irrt i)f thr' ttrtrsi trnchirritablt' r,'nrarl::;

-Lhc. flrno has c.o-tne," thc ,t*ilrur galdt
-to balX.."f 44ay LTings:
of s}oes-ana_thip5- - 

"
- 

anA vzli$vax-
of eabbaac's - -

aT.:a }:irgs-"

Lanka exprc'ssing dismay when that government's "chicf
censor" ordered the shutting down of the Tamil
language daily lJthnynn and the English u'eekly T/rr
Sudny Lcntier. The protcst said arnong other thin6;s: "The'

Sri Lankan people have the right to uncensored,
independent news and information about the cottrse

of the war and the government's handling of the crisis."

In August thc'CI'J in a press note coudemtreti i.:

bomb attack in Srinagar in which lv{r. I'radeep Bhatia

a plrotographer of the Delhi daily Hintiustan Times was

killcd. Other journalists injured in the bomb attack were
Irfan Manzoor, a Zee TV cameraman r'"'hose right foot
had to be amputated, Habibullah Nakash, ii

plrotcrgrapher of thc Asian Age, Reuters news agencY

pi-rotographer Fayaz Kabuli, Bilal Ahrned Butt, a

canleraman for Asian Ner,r's Intemational, Muhammad
Amin War, a freeiance pirotographer and I. Tariq of tl're
Srinngnr Netus.

The rcport pointed out that "including the deatlr

ol i'rrri,'r:p !ii.r'rii;r, trittr' iLrttrrralists lt;rr.'t' lr.r:rr l<illr''<l il:

Kashmir since 19119 rvircn tht' long rtttrning conflict
became a full-scale civil war."

On August 20 thc CI)J in a letter to Prime Minister
Vaipayee expre'ssed alarm over the murder in In-rpllal

the capital of Manipur of T. ISraiamani Singh, editor o{
tlre English langual;e daily Mnrri1ttrrNczo.s r't'ho was killecl

otr Attqtrst .l 9 rvhlrt tl.r'o.tssail;rtlts; shot lrinr at troilrt
blanl< rangt' fhc caltse ot tlrt'killitri; is not kr)r)\\'11 ih{'
t i'i snrrrllrl tltr'l'tttttr'\4ttrtsl,'r s tlottti rrtiit:t's rll ('llsttllitl:

.l lll('l!ll)t (rlrLi tlr{rl{}Lrlil' ill\'(l>il:l.lll('.

. it 15.!ir)()cl t(t rlltrtv tllaI tllcrr 1:' i(]lllc('lte ()ut [trerL
.irr rr./ !.lrfir-

i'i.:iJ.r''i,,i lll'

Ii n:t: r/.t tr r t l,' i rs l,I u ly - S e p ! e r n I te r 2 00!)



A law that is not enforced is no law at all. A case

in point is tl're use of the mobile phone v"hile driving.
Rr'cently the Maharashtra govertimcnt ruled that anyone
scen talkir-rg ou the mobile rvhile driving vvor,rld bc fined
Rs.500. No olvner drivc'r secms to really care. What's
\ r()rse., even ntotor cyclists and scooterists are busy
talking on their cell phones while driving even on busy
roads.

Clrarles Peters of the Wnsftitrgtotr Motttlr/y has, in
his column 'Tilting at Windmills' complin'rented
Brooklyn Ohio's Mayor for imposing a fine of $100 plus
$45 in court costs on drivers who use cell phones, or
using an electric shaver or, putting on lipstick rvhile
driving. "If you are driving, for goodness' sakes, then
keep two hands on the wheel." Gclod advicc-, Wonder
hor,r' n'ell the Mayor is able to enforce the lan'.

Is our Electror,,. *"alu really free. Since yesterday
TV screens in llombay city is on the blink. because Cable
Ope'rators are on a tn'o day protest strike. Why? Because

a bankrr"rpt and profligate State government in search
of money, has imposed an additional cl'rarge of Rs.15

for every TV that is catered to bv the Cable Operator.

In fact this is a kind of licence fee. Many years ago the
government witirdren'licence fees on radio and l'.V. Thev
are bringing it back through the backdoor. Thcy say it
is easier to collcct from thc Cablc operator than from
individual TV ort'ners. Thc'Cable Operators went to cr>trrt
and their plca was turned down. In the process, no Star
Ncr.vs, no tsBC, no CNN, not even Doordarshan.

Whcn thc'VSNL or the MTNL staff choose to, rvc
can be ctrt off from the intcrnet and the email. Even ccll
phones can bc shut clff if governnrent chooses as r\/as
cvident in l3ombay recently.

And r,r'here radio stations are corlccmed, ti'rcy are

still a state morropoly. So let us not kid onrsclves that
our electronic media is frec'. We are at tl're mercy of tht'
governmcnt , or their ernplovecs, or cable operators.

In this colurnn turt tll-r'," I hacl refe'rred b Sharad

Josl'ri's statement tl'rat his "big mistake" n'as the
formation of the Srvatantra Bharat Party and said that
I n'ould deal n'ith it in this issue. I would request your
indulgence to allo*' me to dcal rvith it in the ncxt.

SVR

Remembering Jayaprakash Narayan

While recalling the declaration of the Emergency 25 years ago, it is appropriate
to pay tributes to lakhs of martyrs who made great sacrifices to restore freedom and
democracy in lndia. A special tribute needs to be paid to that prince among patriots
Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan.

JP had been released during the darkest days of the emergency, as the
government was afraid that there would be blood on its hands if anything happened to

him as his health had deteriorated in detention.

It is at a crucial meeting in Mumbai, the strategy to restore democracy was forged.

This meeting attended by a dozen persons was held in the house of JP's close friend Minoo Masani. I had the
privilege of attending it. JP suggested that pressure be brought to bear on the government to call general elections.
Justice M. C. Chagla asked: "Even if the government agrees to the demand is there any chance of victory for the

opposition in view of massive misuse of power by the government." JP confidently said: "Yes, Mahatma Gandhi

always said if there is an issue for which no solution is visible, go to the people and the lndian people will give

the correct solution. "

The government was compelled to call general elections, and the rest is history. Subsequently, as JP

neared his end at Jaslok Hospital, rn Mr-rmbai. a close companion, the late Prabhakar Mehta asked him how he

w,rs so uurrlrtlerrl oi tire pro-treeilonr parties wirrrrirrg tl're eiecitotts. jf'replied r itave visited rrearly 30,00{.r villages
ilt itrriia anrl itave seen otle qtraiity.)l lne lndran people lhe masses may he rllrte12te innnrant anrl qllfrerqtrtiolrs

but put befor.e them the moral issue of Rrght and Wrong,.they will rnvariably opt for the rrght moral option."

tr'r'ecclottt I,'irst JuI!-Scp|ctnbcr 2000

M. F. Pai



The Enemy Within
Corruption - The EnemY of Dharma

There is a belief shared by an uncomfortably large

number of people that all that one has to do is to speak the

magic words "liberalisation, market economy' globalisation"

and we are on the road to growth and prosperity' But if
character and values are absent and the predominance is

venality, or, as Rajaji would have put it, Dlurma is absent'

Freedorn First has consistently held that a free economy

and a free society are two sides of the same coin. We would
now like to amend this to say that Freedom l'irsi l'rolds tl'rat

a free econotny and a free society based on Dhnrmn, are two

sides of the sane coin'

Forty years of the Socialistic Pattern of Society

resulted not in social iustice but in the State becoming

everything and the people nothing. Those charged with the

irnplementation of thc socialistic Pattern, the ruling party

politicians and government servants, found themselves

wielding enormous economic Power over the lives of people.

And they misused this power to enrich themselves. Be'tween

them tl'rey spun an intricate web of permits, licences and

quotas which ensured that even for the simplest commercial

activity or for availing a normal service expecte-d of the State,

the politician-government servant nexus exhacted its pound

of flesh. This exploitative statist regime would have continued

but for the fact that the Republic of India went bankrupt -

alnrost.

If we thought, as many of us did in the sixties, that
with the removal of the statist raj exploitation of the citizen
by this nexus would cease, we were sadly mistaken. The

'New Class'of corrupt politicians, corrupt officials and corrupt

businessmen, an offspring of the license-permit-quota raj,

are not prepared to let go the goose that has been laying
golden eggs. They are, on tl're one hand, constantly placing
hurdles in the dismantling of the statist system and, on the

other, devising new and innovative ways to enrich themselves.

Corruption in India today, has reached universal
proportions. If bribe takers and bribe givers are to be viewed
as criminals or as enemies of civil society, then every single
adult Indian is a criminal and an enemy of civil society. Dlnrma

in India is conspicuous by its absence and no amount of
economic reforms will deliver unless we tackle the basic issue

- the restoration of character and values among our people.

This was the subject of a discussion sponsored by
Freedom Firsl on June 24, in Mumbai' We had invited readers

to send in their contributions. The response has been very
encouraging.

We are therefore covering this feature in two parts

spread over this and the next issue.

et:
,,The cause of emancipation from state socialism is a great cause/

irL)t.r lilerc politiciil ciichc. l-hc oirverse t-,f itr.livicltral [reeclorrl, ,'i2., stii

control anci respect for the moral laws governing social life should not,

lrowever, be forgotten. Tl-re obverse of Swntarrtra consists of the duties

tlrat arise out of freedom anci is girren the name of. Dltnrmn in the i-{inclu

tradition...The legitimate claim to be free carries with obligations of

social justice. Tl-ris should be wrought into the internal sense and

conscience ()f rnelivici ual

C. Raiagopalaclrari, Swnrnivn ; Inly ?7,1963

Issttcrl l,y tlrc Iiaiaji I:.ruir.latiurr

Frcerl.otn lrirst JttIt'-Scptertltcr 2000

I



The Enemy Within

The Monster of Corruption
S. S. Bankeshwar

You live in a society, where everybody steals. Do you choose to steal? The probability that you will
be caught is very low, because the police are very busy, chasing other thieves.

Corruption has acquired epidemic proportions
worldwide, especially in developing countries like India.

According to the IMF, WB and IBRD reports, India
ranks among the ten most corrupt countries in the world.
It is in danger of collapsing politically and economically, and
will be unable to sustain itself in the system of governance,
if corruption is allowed to survive unhindered.

The World Bank Study depicts tl're following grim
picture of what happens when corruption engulfs a coun-
try:

- Stability is trndermined due to loss of government rev-
enue, excessive spending and leakages. The costs of this
instability are mostly borne by the poor.

- Foreign investment is severely constrained.

- Since corruption increases the costs of doing business
and private firms bear a disproportionately large sharc'
of these costs, private firms are severely affected.

- Sinee corruption compromises on pollution norms, the
environment is greatly endangered.

- The poor suffer the most since they get low quality public
goods and public services.

- There is a negative co-relation betwee-n the level of
corruption and the level of investment in the economy.
This severely constrains economic growth and employ-
ment generation.

- Innunrerable deaths in our country are all duc to the
consumption of illicit liquor; the culprits are corrupt
prohibition departments in various states of orrr country.
Sinrilarll', fatal ,rccidents dut to faulty matt:rirrls,
construction equipments, consumption of spurious drugs
and medicincs ... are all due b the large-scale corruption
in our government departments.

- Corruption is the trnderlying carrse for thc growth of
terrorism and militancy in our country by artificially
creating inccluality and injustice that have taken a hc.avy
toll of humarr livcs.

Corruption is the single nrajol factol in kccping ln-
elia proor ancl backlvald, clcspitc havilrg tlrc lrcst of htrnrrrn

' l','1,,,.i] ,,'-r,,tr,' -,

. i h1 1ri11111;ttr' {.}t.lr-,-,' rrr. r'r rr r r rlri i,.rr' lr 1 i,,.,,,,,il.rl,il r i r,

()f oppctrtunitie's for kickbacks, g<ivernmc'nt rcstrictions,
re rlttlations, liccrrscs, pcrmits atrd tradc rcstrictions, such as

vcry hi{h tariffs, irnp1111 r1uot.rs, strtrsitlics, plicc ctrutrols.

multiple exchange rates, foreign exchange allocation schemes
and governmerrt-controlled provision of credit which crc.ate

endless opportunities for corruption, which, in fact, is a tax
on the poor. Thc bribes paid by the manufacturers are passed
on to the consumers.

Corrupt politicians spend more funds on items on
which it is c-asier to exact massive kickbacks, for instance,
the import of armaments, aircraft, large-scale investment
projects ... rather than on education, health, well-digging,
road building, afforestation, fisheries ... which not only pro-
mote econonic growth to a greater extcnt than the former,
but also provide employment to millions of our unemployed
illiterates. Low economic growth is the direct result of nras-
sive corruption, thus lowering private investment. Hc.avy
investme'nt on population control measures will yield spec-
tacular and rich dividends in the long run.

Corruption prospcrs when there are endless oppor-
tunities, instih.rtional inefficiencies, such as political instability,
weak and corrupt legislative and judicial systems. All these
weaknesse's feed upon one another. Once corruption is in-
grainecl in the system of governance, it is alrnost impossible
to get rid of it.

Liberalised Corruption

Our present pseudo liberalisation has only led to
libcralised corruption. This pseudo liberalisation, which has
resulted in the loot of crore's of rupees from our public, mostly
poor people, in the last five years by bogus non-banking
finance and other fly-by-night companies is a new 'Aoatar'
of trtrr I'ernrit-Liccnce ancl l-iLrrlalisation I{aj. lrt rccent tinrcs,
scams have bcen mushroonring with lightning speecl. ldghtly
has it been said that monopoly plus discretion minus account-
ability is the worst kind of corruption which erodes the
development of countries, e.specially developing countries
like India.

A clear distinction sl'rould be made between well-
or6aniscd cormption and chaotic corruption; the latter is more
sirristcr witlr nrorc clisastrotrs ancl clclctr-.rir-lr"rs cffccts thirtr
the former.

Urgarrtscri Lur r Lrptrirrr

itr rh,'.(.r\, ,J1 i.,,, ll ,rr.,rli.r, i , r)llul'lir,ti. "tttl\)pIC
nettrs know exactly how and whom to britre, how much to
offcr to get thirrgs donc and obtain tht- clcsired favours. 'flrey

arc coniitlcttt tliat pr1y1111'111 Lrf bribc at lcast gtrarantec's that
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The Enemy Within
the clesired favour rvill be t>btained. The rcquired anrount
of bribe and appropriate recipient of the bribe gi't'er arc' well
knorvn in advancc. Under such a system, a corruPt bttreatt-
crat rvill take a clearly defined share of a firrr's profit; the

bribe taker has in fact a vested interest in the succt'ss of thc

entrepreneur's firm.

Chaotic Corruption

h'r the case of chaotic corruption, etrtrcprcneurs sim-
ply do not know whom to bribe to get their work drrtrc.

The result is that they go on bribing several officials with-
out any guarantee that they will not face any further clcurands

for bribes or that their work rvill bc drtne or thc desired
favour rvill be grantt-d or tl're bribcd bureaucrats will fulfil
the pron'riscs nrade!

When multiple bribe takers de'marrd bribes from the
samL' entrcpreneur without any co-ordinating bribe-level
unclcrstanding anrong themselves, they are bound to make
cxcessive demands. Thc restrlt is that entreprcne'ural activ-
itv comt-s to a halt. Chaotic corruption is hencc morc sinister
and dangerous than well-organised corruption.

In South Korea, two former Presidclrts receivcd very
harsh sentences for taking bribes from businc'ss tycoons. One
r^'ils sc.llterlced to dcath and the other was given a sentence

of 22 years in prison. They were given ;ust a r.r'eek to ap-
pc.al. The entirc trial took just six months. No me'rcy was
shou'n to thcm at all. South Korea has shown us the rvay
to deal with corrtrpt officials.

Irr Iuciia, such a trial rvould have takcn ttvo clcc.rrlcs
or morc! Even if convictcd, our corrupt politicians rvould
still claiur that they have won irr the 'l'coplc's Court' r,r'hich
is 'superior to our Supreme Court', as they are elected as

Ml)s t'rl MLAs and allege that the trial was politically moti-
vated. A standard defence of our corrlrpt politicians!

"Honest" Corruption
Thrs pertains to a Minister (rrow dead, wlrose record gs

the Union Minister for the longest time in office is yet to be
broken) who indulged only in honest corruption. Needless to
mention his name. This minister always took right decisions,
which nobody could find fault with. Once, a proposal was
accepted by this minister for a contract from a party. He noted
on the application - 'Sanctioned' and asked his Personal
Assistant (PA) to contact the party concerned and demand a

bribe of Rs.50,0001 (now worth Rs.50 lakhs). The party
concerned paid only Rs 25,000, promising to pay the balance
arnount later. The minister was furious and added "Not" before
'Sanctiorred" and asked his PA to corliact the party again to
., ll, "i ll i: lr:tl;r, ,::tilli, r;ti l-1, ; :,','lit,.il- :rtt-j'r:-. lh:; hrl:t::r
amr)ilnl The PA wcnt back 1o flre Minister anrj inforrned hrrn

ihai tlig ititi:tlri:i, .i,n'rUnl lr;ri lieetr 1i-.1 ei',*rl iirg llrirr1>ir,)t v!z:,
pleased and added a"e' after 'Not'. His final remark was 'Note
- Sancttoned'. I his is what rs called 'llonest Corruption', as
thrs minrster had taken a righi cjecisiorrl

SSB

If this cancerous growth of corruption, pseudo
litrc'ralisation, and naked nepotism in tl're name of 'social
jr"rstice'is not checked in time, India is bourrd to disintegrate
likr"' the erstwhile USSR.

When my friend, tl're late Shri I-t. V. Kamath, tl're

stormy petrel of I'arliament, launched a virulent ancl blis-
tering attack in our Parliament on the Congress (as was his
rvont), exposing the magnitude of corruption in the high-
est seats of power, and warned that cr:rruption tvas always
due to tlre institutionalisation of the quitl pro quo syttdrtture
in the highest seats of powcr, with all checks gone and ac-
countability vanishing, the late Prime Minister, Smt. Indir;.t
Gandhi irrtervencd and said that corruption was afte'r all a

global phenonncnon.

You live in a society, rvhere evcrybody steals. Do you
choose to steal? The probability that you will be caught is
very low, because the police arL' very busy, chasing rrther
thieves. Even if you get caught, the chances of your being
caught and punished severcly for a crime that is so com-
moll are very lor,r'. Thereforc-, you steal! By contrast, if you
live in a society where tl'reft is very rare, the chances of your
being, caught and punished are very lrigh. So you choose
not to steal.

It is said that the bribe giver is as guilty as the bribe
taker. True, but not alrvays so. Every one of us is guilty of
bribing some one or the other in an emergency to get things
done. Srrppose a persotl very close and dear to you is very
scriously ill, and you are unablc. to get a railway ticket, will
ycrn not btry your railway ticket by offering a bribe to the
rescrt'ation clerk? The bribe giver is thercforc not alrvays
irs grrilty as the bribe taker.

Venality, institutionalisation of the quid pro quo and
corruption at tl're top levers of power, as the late Shri H. V.
Kamath rightly pointed out in our Parliament, have unfail-

Structured Gorruption
The Prohibitiorr Departnrent rs arnong the nrost corrupi ilr

states which have imposed Prohibition. Police stations have a

complete list of the names and addresses of all illicit liquor
distillers and illicit liquor dens in their respective jurisdiction,
as monthly 'haftas' are regularly collected by them. An occa-
sional raid here and there is all pre-planned, and the illicit distillers
and illicit liquor bar owners are all informed well in advance
about the impending 'raids'.

About two decades ago, in view of the galloping inflation,
the monthly 'hafta' was raised by our 'law-enforcing authori-
tres' by 50% unilaterally. The illicit liquor distillers and illicit liquor
bar owners resented this 'illegal', 'arbitrary' and 'uniust' sur-
i.lr;|oi) anrl lvcn! on a;r indefiniic'Bartcllr' 'Randlr'bv ii!icit

I ctistillers and illicit liquor bar owners'! 
I

i.,il' i.tv/-rllf( )r t;inL; autl tut ii res, :ti, t ct,, ic, cii dfit:l lvv!i vv€:.;'l.S

and withdiew their 'surcharge'. The iliicit liquor distillers and

rllrcit lrquor bar owners then errded their 'Protest Batrdlt attd
resutrted llrei' rrofiilal busitiesr wiill lvrietved t;goul!

I,'rcctlorrt I,'trs! J tt b'-Septetnbct 2000
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The Enemy Within
ingly destroyed many republics in the world in the past'

Tl're moral of this story of corruption is that the monster

grows stronger and stronger in proportion to the growth
of laws, rules and regulations, which give scope for mak-

ing money by unfair means. The main reason for corruption
is to get around burdensome rules and regulations, apart
from an ineffective and corrupt legal system. Such laws, rules

and regulations which give endless scope for making money

by unfair means should be done away with. Mere change

of govcrnment will not end the menace of corruption' The

low economic growth is the direct result of unmitigated and
rvidespread corruption in all our Sovernment departments.

A Nation of Fixers?

ls our country a nation of Fixers, Scamsters and

Gangsters?

Fixing Cricket Matches, fixing Cricket Selection Com-

mittee, fixing the Board of Conhol for Cricket, fixing selection

of Test and One-Day Cricket Teams, fixing Merit Scholars

in S.S.C. & H.S.C. (by coaching institutions), fixing gullible
people (who constitute the majority in our country) by fly-
by-night conrpanies, fixing innocent Patients by fake doctors,

bogus'babas','saints' (who claim to'perform miracles') and

charlatans who claim to cure all incurable diseases like

A Reoort of the Discussions

A Sociological Analysis

Sudhir Kakkar who has done considerable research

for the last 30 yL'ars on the- psycho-social aspects of child-
rearing has drarvn a comparison betn'ee'n tl're upbringing
of the male child and the female child. Since the Mahabharata,

the begetting of a son was the highest duty of a woman.
That bias continues even now, but in a very damaging form.
Kakkar contrasts western upbringing of children with our
traditional upbringing. In the West, he says, socialization and
disciprlinc' arc tu'r'r important factors in tlrc trpbringing of
clrilelrcn. Socialis.rtion nrcillrs Lrccoming trlcurbcrs of ir social

grolrp, bcconring aware of responsibilitics to thc social group,
in other words, the secds of citizenship, the seeds of
relationsl'rips, and of course social discipline.

In our tradition, whatever socialisation there may be,

comes ntttch latcr in adulthood, not in childhood. Protcctive
indulgence- sums up thc'upbringing. The male child is given

Asthma, Cancer and AIDS by 'Himalayan Herbal treatment',
the proliferating tribe of scanrsters, gangsters and crooks
wl'ro fix our nation itself ... (the list is endless!).

Who says that India is a poor country? Ours is a very
rich country (although inhabitated by poor people) with huge
resources and a great cultural heritage. Which country in
tl're world can boast of three Fathers? Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, Father of the Underworld Dons, Father

of Scamsters, and let's not forget that Fodder of ti're Na-
tion!

I can't help quoting the sarcasting comments of the'

late Don Haji Mastan of the underworld:

"Condemn all scamsters, gangsters and underworld
Dons during the day, but establish good relations with them

and fall at their feet at night. Witllout tl'reir money and muscle

power, nobody can be a successful politician. This is the

philosophy of all our politicians, irrespective of the political
parties they belong to, with a very few honourable excep-

tions, of course!

MR. S. S. BANKESHWAR is a regular contributor to
Freedom First.This is an extract from his paper circulated
to participants at the |une 24 Seminar.

no rvork, the female child is given a lot of work' Somewhere

bctu'cen the ages 10 and 12 thc male child becomes a little
boisterous. Arrd thcn comes the rolc of the father as the

controller or the disciplinarian. It is then that he has to face

an autocratic father. During this transitional period he begins

to realize that the style of the senior has to be authoritarian.
And our society is authoritarian. Our social systems and ottr
feudal systems which we have inherited, over the centuries,
lravt' madc rts lricrirrchical. On tlre tlthcr lrand thc fem;r'le

eliil.l is tririnccl [o Lrc a good',r'ottr.ttt, il 1;trotl rvife,.r gtrL'el

daughtcr-in-lau'. Threc positive objectivcs. Thcre arc no such

positive objectives for the male child who turns out to be a

spoilt brat.

The Nehru state aPParatus is really a product of this

male child upbrirrging - whcrc he wants Patronage and power
but consuming, with the trse of that Power, the resottrces
,rf thc conrmrrnit\r. Thc tt,:,.v clrss of crinrilrals in ottr socictv
arc nrrt thc sotts <tf thc Ptltlr. Tlrcy arc thc srllrs of the riclr

ltttcl ;rorvet'htl, rvlttt bclicvt'tlr.rt socictv.lllLl g()vcrlll)1cllt owi''s

iirarrr ,r li\ rttu.

. Wc arL' rcvertllrS to oLlfl past ways'ot thc sarrda, tirc

pirrtl.ri it .ri)!1 [litrgeer;. Lrrrc] l-le rttinck in the 1830s l'i;'ccl otrt

i1,.,g.., itt rtttIt.ri Ir,.]i,, itr six trtt,l,llr.. C)r-rr p'irtcl'rIi:; rtrtl 
"lllti:;alc iltrltiplying fast atrtl Itavc sLrrcaLl irrto tirc s1'stcr-n itst'lf'

'J t t l.t' -,Sr ptctr t l,a r 2000
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The Enemy Within
Thcy arc gctting clected to various elected bodies as pcople's
reprcsen ta tivcs.

Why is our clernocracy elccting such pcople? For the
sinr;rle rLlasoll that such pcople can, in a controllecl ecorlonly,
delivc.r u'hat thc pcople r,r'arrt. The pcople choose pcople r.r'hcr

can dclrvcr.'

If we rvant the delivery systems to be effcctivc' rve
havc got kr deal with thc prtrblems of the dclivcrers, in other
words, the lirrk betrveen the politicians and the bureaucrats.
I rcfer to India's second largest slavery systL'm r.r'hich is
thc'power of the politicians - to transfer civil servants. Today
tl'rat is big busincss. It is not just a transfe'r. Every post has
a price. This nrust be stoppc.cl. We' can lc'aru from other
ciernocracies. In such democracies politicians do not have tl-rc

right to transfer summarily. If you want to transfer
somc'body, you have to approach the Civil Sr.-rvice
Conrmission. This Civil Scrvice Commissiotr idea must be
devc'lopcd herc too. The politician must be deprived of this
right to transfer, bccausc they have tumed this into a slavc'ry
system.:

Kakar's socio-psychological study applies to India of
tlrc last several ce'nturies. Whercas the proble.nr of corruption
\\'c arc talking about pertrins to thc nrore reccnt p'rast -

probably the'last thirty or forty years. If India was so bad
for tlre last sevcral centurics, then the moral stature of India
in the last several decadc's, before the fortics and fifties is
irrc'xplicable. Also worth considering is the fact that lr'e havc
gi"'err a lot of authority to people who are not basicallv rvell-
kr-drr. That authority is being misusecl to fill tlrc gap bctwc.cn
tlrcil carning and their cxpcctatioll. Simultarrcor"rsly thc
extcrnal prLrssures exerted on our yotrth, likc- rcligion anci
parerrtal influcncc are absent. Tlre notion of sin, tlre fear of
Cod, that something wrong done now, will hat,e to be paid
for latcr, has also gonc. So neither parcnt nor rcligion is
held in awe any longe'r- Anything that servcs onc"s imnrcdiate
gt,,r.i ir' rvha t is accc;rixlrlq'.r

I dclrr't think our culture has bccn morc. autlroriLrriarr
than, say, thc patriarchial culhrrc of the carlicr l{omarrs, rvherc
a father could send his son to death under thc'lar.r' ; nor lras
rlur cultnre. bccn morc authoritarian than th.rt of 1tl'r' ccntury
France rvhcre a fathcr could send his son to the Bastille. So
let us not draw a simplistic rclation bctwcen the kind of socio-
cttltttral cthos that is lruilt trp in socicty and autlroritarian
b('lt.r!'i()ur. Irr nr1, ','ir:1\'t,'rirIlrption, i.rrt irr ccrrrrolr]i. tr.rnls

t:i: i, l.io-tur,-
fi4r grliav Khe'
!V!i. /.snrrK K ?rn'!

I Prof V. K. Sinha
' Maj.Gen. E. lJ Souza

Mr A. D. tv'ioddie
Mr. Satish Sahne;-

cmerges wlren there is more demand and less supply of
goods. In such a situation all of us become unwilling victims
or participants in corruption. If I want a railrvay tickct for
vcry urgc.nt reasons, I am not going to hesitate passing urr

a fivc rr.rpec note to somebody who could get me a ticket
for the clay I want to travel.

The real solution is to bring about certain kinds of
institutional changes; changes in certain kinds of legal

Frrocedures to reduce' corruption. Talkirrg about changing
human charactcr and education are long term processes. What
we need in thc sl'rort term are more drastic measures to ctrrb
corruption.n

In 1969, whcn I was at Arrrry HQ, I was given thc
task of rluantifying annual corrfidential reports, so that we
could put it on the cornputcr, and the human element could
be eliminatcd. A problem tl'rat faced mLr was, how do you
cluantify 'integrity' on a scalc of 1 to 9? Becaust' if vou get
a ratint of 7 points, it implies that your intcgrity is still beine
doubted. Either you have it or you don't have'it.'

State of l\{ind

Sometinre in the mid-seventies, I found myself in
De'lhi, telling a senior politician, that the assumption politicians
nrake ',t'hen an official differs with them is that he must be
in sorneonc clse's pocket. He shot me down irnmediately,
and said, 'Modi saheb, aap nahin jante, is desh mein har baat
ke liye sauda. (ln tl'ris country everything is negotiable) .That
sir is the statc of mind. Now thc most neutral English
tr.rnslatiorr of the n'ord 'sauda' is e'xchange. You scratch my
b.rck, I scratch your back. This is thc state of minrl u'hich is
alnrost univcrsal.n

Regarding the state of mind of we Indians, our
uppernrost fce.ling is one of insecurity. Hc'nce we hoard things;
rve btrild a house to last a hundred years. We never make
a housc for crur living. No Indian enjoys his own earnings.
He wants to leave it for his children, because he has very
i r ttit,' rorr iirieneu in tlrr.nr.'rYe lr,ive rlevclopctl this fccling,'f
insectrrity bccause we have been almost continuously rtrlcci
try outsiders for wcll ove-r 1000 ye-ars. Wc. nced to changc'
this rnindset and help our children dcvelop a fecling of seerrrity
- rrot by amassing u'ealth through corrupt means, but by
cncoruraging thcm to learn to eanr and stand ou their owu
tce't.

Loss of Credibility
'flrcrt: is the cxattnplc tif Mr. Chancirashekirar, tlrt'

l!4rriri,'ipal (}ttttr,.tis:totlttv'1vf 'l-l111rrv Tht'ntrrttr<'rtt tht'ptrtrlic
' ,, i'l Iitr ":. r't lr 't '1' 'r'r ir," r' rr,. l"rti,r,.' lli rL ll.'
, l'r'r!!t lr,, lr,'rr.'irr rri r'r lr\; i,,,,ri rrolitir'i;lls rli l\ rrrtl .rlt,tt.-i
.,1-tiri i';..1i ij.,,,ll.l.l"- ll ., j :r' \rr r' ''"1'i', " I i1i111 i)ii'"

h;rs otrlv to drivr-- tlrrotr'th tlrtt strcets of Tlrarre to sec for
h i rrrs,'ll' th,' clr,r rrtt' tirat this hout'st N{unicipal (lrmmissiotr

Ir,rs n'louqltl. ut tiirty ciIr.' ir,rt i)r'( lr Il,1tl\i()rllli:d illt(] ()llt'

o
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that is better than the cleanest part of Mumbai. There are
no encroachments on the roads and footpaths; no garbage
piled up on tl're sicles awaiting pickup up municipal trucks;
no policemen enforcing this becar-rse the citizens having
discoverc'd horv good public hygiene is, are thenrselves
c'nforcing the law not merely obeying it. So it is a clucstion
of crcdibility. One rtf the reasons why corruption is thrivir.rg,
in my vien', the fact is, the state has lost its credibility - its
elected ieQiesentatives and the bureaucracy are treated with
contcmpt.

Too Many Laws

The tlvo isstrcs involved l'rere .rrc. : One, wc- know
thcrt' is corruptiorr; arrd the sccond, rvhat do rvc do abont
it. To answer the first, reduce the authority of the e'xe'cutive.
The more authority you give them, the more scope you
provicle for corruption. We must understand tl-rat the
administration that we inherited was designed in the
background of the 1857 uprising. That uprising cl.ranged the
attitude of the British rt'ho from ten on tlrcn I'iervccl us n'itlr
nristnrst. Tht'rt:iorc all thcir l;rrr's irrrd Ltrtrccclurcs arc itrll of
chccks and cotrnter checks. If yorr look at some of the
accounting rules for instance. That was the beginning of thc
babu raj. All that lrappc'ned in 1947 was only a transfer of
p()\\'er - fronr thc white man to thc- brorvn man. Rules of
business remained. And those rules of businc'ss encouraged
ntorc corruption, becamc stumbling blocks to pcrform evcn
sirnplt' tasks. So if corn.rptiorr is to be tackled, thc first stc.p
rr,ili bc to throu'ovr:rtroard all tht'old rr.rles of hrrsirrcss and
lirlit thtt autlrorrtv of tlrc exccutivc.

l'ri , r,'i r,r. i1,. i i .r'r

ivi{ s !i i<a.lrr

Mr. Satish Sahney
lMa1.Gen. E. D'Souza
[v]i. A. V. Gopalakrisitriarr

to get a plan approved by the Municipal Corporation? The
responsibility should be that of the Architect who has to
folittw statutory guidelines when drawing up plans fr>r a
building to bc'constructed in Mumbai. If there is a flaw, that
Arcl'ritect has to be taken to task and suitably punished under
the law. Irrclia is tht'only example where , after Independence,
the civil services have multiplied and have become all
pervasive. In all developed societies, the bureaurcracy is
small.

If you examine which are the countries which arc,
most corrupt and which have the least corruption I find that
tlre best are corrntries with small populations like New
Zealand, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Canada and Norway.t"

When a Person is Caught

I am an Advocate. I took to legal practicc, after serving
in a public sector urrdertaking for a nnnrbcr of years. In the
course of service I have, on several occasions accompanied
CBI officers when thc'y conducted raids. I have been personal
witness to what happens to a person when he. is trapped,
and the nlantrer in which our legal system breeds corruption
whe'n this happens. If a person is caught red-handed, the
CBI immediately refers tl're case to the Prosecution Wing
wlrich will suggest whethcr tlre pcrson should be prosecuted
irr a court of law, or face dcpartrlerrtal enquiry if he is a

govemment servant or freed if there is no case.Here is where
the opportunity for a corrupt practice arises.tt

The person is taken into custody under the l)clhi
Special l'olice Establishnrent Act. Thc fact is that the Central
Btrreau of Invc.stigation CBI clocs not havt an Act of its non'n.
The Dclhi Special Police Establishmcnt is actually of Seconcl
Worlcl War vintage (the CBI is a post-independencc creation).
It had a small office in tl're home ministry, and was creatcd
to prevent war-time corrtrption involvinp; defence force
contracts and the like.

Of Cronje and Lis

ln a recent BBC Question Hour programme a very
interesting question was raised by a member of the audience
in regard to Hansie Cronje. There was a certain admiration
for Cronje for admitting that he had done something nrorally
wrong; that, at least he had a conscience. This led to a question
by a member of the audience. Okay Cronje made this admission.
How come, in the whole of lndian society, not just in cricket,
in the last fifty years, nobody has admitted that he has taken
a bribe, has done anything wrong . neither politician, bureaucrat,
nor businessman nor anybody who 'fixes'. How come? And
the answer was lt is rrc.rt iilat there is rnuch of a differerrce
::1.":;.jii .i,,;,i , \,'\.-i I,. r1 .r,rr, :tj:j. tjt! UlitgleilLiJ iit5

ln the facl that Crnnip lirtcs rn a c^.i6t\,,r,horo h- l(n?,,^,,: hg
,.;rrlrr\l ddr aw:tv rMiit r! iri!. \,r,'\, ir,m3. i,-t our soctety, ,re aIe
sure that in 99% of the cases we cari get away with it, so
why coniess?

Always a Corrupt Society

The fact is we were always a corrupt society. ln Moghul
times, a man's salary was fixed, taking into account the money
he would make by way of bribes. lf he had more opportunities
for bribery, his salary was less. lf he had fewer opportunities,
his salary used to be more. This is a well attested fact.

Secondly, when we go searching for a bridegroom for
our eligible daughters, we want to know the salary of the
prospective bridegroom. The answer generally and very
innocently given is that his salary is Rs.50 and his'other' income
is Rs.250. ln other words corruption is regarded as an ongoing
process of social living. lt is not that corruption has cropped
up suddenly. What has happened is that opportunities for
corruption have increased and as the French have it , it is
opportunity that makes a thief'. An old Hindi proverb says that
the halwai always licks his fingers. And Kautilya says lhat in
the pond, you cannot prevent the fish from swallowing water.

Or. R. Srinivasan

10 [,. rcc do t n Firs t, I r t.l 1- 
- S c pte ntbe r 2000

Mr. A. D. Morjdie



The Enemy Within

In so far as the sanction to prosecute is concertled it
is provided in the Prevention of Corruption Act. This again

is a source of corruption, because tl'ris is a bureaucrat's
creatiou to protect himself. Again a procedure handed down
to us by the British. An officer is protected from prosecution
for anything done in the course of duty - evell murder. So

thc sanction to prosecute, from the appointing authority is

a bad section. This should be' deleted.

Becattse my appointing authority and I share the

booty. Naturally he (my appointing authority) is not going
to give tl're sanction to Prosecute. Reccntly, thc Bornbay High
Court let off a minister involved in the Chatc'Classes case*

on the techr"rical ground that no sanction was obtained from
the Governor to prosecute the Minister.

The Farce of Suspension

In the case of a departmental inquiry, when a person
is accused of a misdemeanour and is suspended, for the first
three months he is given a subsistence allowance which is,
507o of the wages; after 3 months, there is a further review
r,r'hich may go on for auother six months, and if it continttes,

We are all Culpable

It is at thc' cutting edge of administration that
corruption hurts tlre common nran most. It is in his cveryday
life - whether it is at the post office, or the railrvay station
that corruption hurts. It is poverty which is hurting us more,
bccatrsc c'veryday we are being hurt by corruption.'

Cormplion that affccts the pp6v people is nruch n'orsc.

This rnorning, rvhile travc-ling to this sc'minar the taxi driver
ancl I got talking. '[)o yor.r own this taxi', I asked him. Ile
said 'yes'. I askcd him 'do you havc to get it passed throtrgh
the Rc-gional Transport Office every year', hc said 'ycs', I-le
said (this is a translation of his reply in Hincli 'Sir, I bought
this new ciicse'l car from tl're conpany. When I took thc t:rxi
to the RTO for passing, the officer reeled of a list of defects
in tlrc rieu'c,rr'. I [olrl hinr iirlt it w;rs rtot nry 1;.tult [rrrt tliat
of the manufacturcr. How'ever I askcd hinr to give rlc iu
rvriting all tht, dcfccts in this ncw car and I rvoulcl I take'it
to tlre comparry irom whom I bought this taxi. Thc- officer
rc'pliccl that that \^'as rlccessary. He said that the official fces
rvas Rs.60.00 pltrs tax to have the car passcd. I unclerstood
wl'rat the fellow wanted and paid Rs.300.00 (thc'bribe hr'
wantc'd) to gct thc taxi passcd. Now this is the level at which
corruption ht,rts pcopic and affects thcir livcs.tt

Corruptiorr. is a lorv-risk, lrigh rt:ttrrn crrtcr'Prist'irr
','.lr ,-/)rntr',' Tlrct-l'r.; lrL'ilhlr i-,trti ltr(-.:;:iiriL. :1,,r il'g.-.1 lri''.)ri:,ril i .

ivli 3a'!i\ir :r;alrlev
I Mr. Ashok Karnik
" Dr. B. I'i. Colabawalla'' Di. lJae;ai lluileui

this allowance, is raised to 75Vo of the subsistence allowance.
I know of several cases whcre peoplc have been getting this
allowance for years together - 10 or even 15 years. During
this period they start their own business - even though there
is a rule that you should not have another employment and
after the proceedings are over - if he is exol'rerated and taken
back into service, sometimes with full back r,r'ages, he
immediately goes in for voluntary retirement or resigns, and
goes back to running his own business - yet another breeding
ground for corruption.

In Delhi, they say, if an officer's term of deputation
is over or he has to revert to his own State, which is not a

very happy situatiorr for some. The office'r concerned tries
to get himself suspended! By so doing his reversion to the
statc cadre is kept in abeyance. For six months he will gct
907o of his salary, he cau retain his hotrse and everything
else he is entitled to, and during that time his children would
have completed their education. If he wins the case, the-re

is continuity of service. This means he will get his promotions
ex-Post facto! -

and so its practitioner makes casy money, Orrce I asked a

clerk, when I was forced to grease his palm why rvas he
asking for a bribe. He said, 'Sir, I have a smart son but I
don't come under the Rcserved Category. If, instead of
scoring 957o in his tpralifying e'xamination he sectrres 85"/o, I
won't be able tt-r secure admission for him on the basis of
his nralks inkr a t.uedical coursc. Ilr,rt I n'oulcl still u'ant him
to stucly' nrc'dicine, and that wor.rld necd lots of nroncy. That
is why I am collecting money for him. In our courrtry also,
rve have create'd, constitr.rtionally, arr inequitable society.
Nearly 70% of the seats in Maharashtra's engineering colleges
arc for tl're re'served category. l{here will a boy who comes
from a middic class fanrily and who does not belong kr the
rcsr'rvcd catesorv eo if hc lras to sperrd Rs.2 to 3laklrs ttr

ljr-'t;rdr1icsi61 ? lt is;r '.'r,'i1tt..;,-)',-lt:. \\rltr'u llrc lrp),r:r;tdrt,rtt's
his first priority is to rccovcr the amount spent on his
edrrcation, by fair mcilns or forrl. That's horv we r;rtionalize,
and that's how we' gct our r.r'ork donc.

And it Eocs on. We all are guilty - of giving r)roncy
sonrc tinre or the othcr to Bet our work donc and do nothing
to clrange thc'systenr. Hou, many timcs have we got up to
rc.sist and say n(), I arrr not going kr pay thc nrorrcy? What
Ianr trying to say rs that if strcretv has ttr cltatrge, thc nrirtclsct
rlf r.\,"p flr', qirr,-rs ltns fo,'11;1111,(,, rt{)t itrst tlr,'l'rkers 

l'

I )t'!lrr is tlrc filuntainlrr)il(l ()t c()rruf trrln it.t ,rttl'crruttlrY.

power and. ccollr)mic powcr in thc' hancls of thc state. Tl'rds
yott ltavt: tlrt' slrr'ctlclt' rlt rrrrlrtstri.rlists ;tnd [.ttsitrt:sstttetr
nl,rL.i1lg lr'!'(lrr':r1 \'isrt:r l,r I rr'!ltt- lr.rvitr;i tlrr.'tt'liaisrrtt trr'ptlLrli,.'

Iirccclorn litrst,Itt Ly-St'pttrrthcr 20L)0 11



The Enemy Within

rclations officers' in Dehi to wait on nrinisters to gct their

work clone. This is what Raiali aptly describc'd as the licence-

permit-quota-rai. I have seen the ugly face of corruption in

il'r" .o'-ttt" of my business and I must say that I have largely

escaped unscathed, and probably Poorer for that reason' And

I don't regret that. Successive governments in ottr country

have not done anything about it. It is no use comparing

ourselves with the rest of the world and say that everybody

is corrupt and so it doesn't matter. We have a re'ason to get

ourselves rid of corruption in this country, because if we

don't, we will pay a very high price. Indeed the cancer of

corruption in our country has reached a terminal stagc'" It
has aifected all parts of our body politik. No section of our

society whether it is thc iudiciary or the army or the education

system has been spared. Business people, like us, are the

most corrupt in one way or the other - by watching
corrnption take place under our very nose and not doing

anything about it. On the contrary we have contributed by

bcing a part of that system. There is no cluestion about it'
All of us are corruPt. What do we do about it?r6

Loss of Values

Indeed the main reason for corruption in ottr society

is a general shift in our values system. Though some form

of corruption may have always existed
in India, I think the rcal decline began arottud the 70s and

since then the slide has been downhill' Until the 50s and

the 50s people generally regarded, knowledge and "respect

from those whom you respected" as the

desired virfucs, follorn'ed only by craving for name and fame'

Thcrefore, you'll find that the most cove'ted professions

cluring the early days of independence were the noble

professions i.e. teaching, journalism, law,

Technology's Uses

Technology may come to our rescue in reducing
considerably, opportunities for corruption. Computerisation
of land rccorcls ft-rr cxamPlc Rccently thcrc n'as a rcport of

thc Collector of Dhar District in Madhya Pradesl.r liavrng

made available information on a comPuter and a person

appointed to operate the conrpttter. This computer operator

gets paid by the farrners who come to him for irlformation'

i-le ii nc,t being paid by the government but by those who

seek information. He charges anything from Rs'5 to Rs'10

for information ranging from weather forecast to land
records, title deeds, disputes over propertics and similarr types

of informatirrtr. Earlier, cl'clr to gct thc smirllcst kind of

inform.rtion, thc farmcr had to go to tl're Tchsildar's officc

;,rrrd bribc thc clcrk. Now with irrf()rmati(rl1 on-linc it "l'ill
sotrtt reclnct: the tttloiftcral tnctltlre ol a wl-rtlic lot ol b;rLrtts

medicine, fine arts and, of course, the civil service or the

armed forces

These professions brought you resPect from the so-

ciety but not much money' But then, in thosc days, nroney

was not considered so vr: ry important. In fact
amassing wealth was considered rather vulgar.

Today, money has become the sole criteria of one's

success & achievement; and as they say where tlrere is mtxcy
there is corruPtion.

I have my own theory on this. The British colonised

us but the Americans, with their fast food & Cola culture,

have'colanised' us. Until the 1950s & the 1960s most Indi-
ans went for higher education to England for liberal studies

- and studied subjects such as literature, social sciences or

medicine etc. The idea was to gain knowledge that alstl

inrbued values that made you a better hunran being' The

shift came in the 1970s when young Indians started going

to the US for higher studies in management, rnarketing etc'

and the sole aim became gaining ualifications to make more

nloney.

Of course the other factor has been tl're corrupting
influence of TV. People saw in their own honres how the

other, more privileged people lived and that induced thc

desire to become like thenr. Aspirational frustrations oftt'
lead people to look for rvays to make quick and easy money'

The commercialisation of TV also promoted crass consum-

erism, creating artificial needs, which in most cases, people

founct difficult to fulfil-- leading thcm kr look for ways for

easy & cluick money.'t

E Mr. K. H. Subramantam

'7 Mr Kunwar Sinha
€ Mr S. V Ralu
€ Mr. Satish Sahney
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in the tehsildar's office. A blow, albeit a small one at

corruption. A small beginning but a beginning nevertheless'"

I may add that one of tl-re areas wherc corruption
takcs place at the police station level is at the point of

registrition of crime. Where the officer in charge of the police

station may minimise the crime, may forget to write a dai

in the first information report, all for a price. Now if ever

police station is on line and if the Superintendent of Police

is also on line, all you have to do is go to the same placc

pay say Rs. 5 for recording the complaint' Once this is done

ihe corrlplair'tt is ou rccord, you catrtrot tatnper with it' Thu

money tirat a police officcr or an inspe'ctor worrld take fol'

,rnrittirrs n,,",','" frorl thc FIR is ctinrilrrtccl This is

sontcthing whtch rvc slrotlld do.

Anotl'rc'r imPortant point is that decentralization and

tcchrrology will also help accountabilitv' Because through

ticccrrtraliz.atiotr, thc p",ril" would kttor'r' l'l'htr is responstblt:

Irreetlottt ["irst J uLy-September 2000



The Enemy Within

for something and it rt'ould be easicr to control corruption,

bt"causc you will get to know who is doing it and hold him
to it. This is not.;rossible in a large centralized state even

u'ith conrputers.

Thcre is an impression that infornration tc'chnology

and cornputcrs wlll solve a major portion of corruption. It
is not so. I rvill give an intcresting example in a lighter vein.

Value Education - Differing Views

According to a study 5 to 15 is the age wherc value
education in schools is most important. I speak from a little
cxpcriencc' because' the number of schools that call you to

sPcak to children on value education and from the responses

you get from thc children, I get the impression that they
are very very receptive. But what happens once they go
home. In today's ecouomic conditions, both the husband and
wife are forced to work. We must have sonle sort of
prograrnme to ensurc that values are inculcated in the schotlls

onJsupported irr the honres as well.t'

Value education in schools is not going to get us

anywhere. Because n'ho is going to give this education. Some

of onr textbooks are cltrite sub-standard and taught by
te.achcrs who probably don't believe in what they are
tcachirrg. Irr somc cases the teachers are tlremselves corrLlPt
and without values. And schools teach values by rote - unless

the school itself can provide a role mode! and at honre
another role'nrodel, the child is not going to learu anything
- bccausc rvhat he sees and what he reads and what hc is
told contradict each other. We are becoming a value-less
socie ty.t'

VL,ry oftcn the value. education syllabi drawn by a

particular Statc'government or Board of Education is largely
religiotrs education, rvith a bias towards the majority religion.
So whc'n the Maharastra governmentt. introduced a GR on
value e'ducation, that r.r'as what they called it, the examples
rvhich thev Favca, or the kind of references or role models
n'lrir:lr thev prc.;cntccl, u,crc all takcn fronr I-lintirr sct'ipttrres
and Sirngh literature. When there was a protest from tht'
miuorities, tlrc go'"'crnment. glibly stated that tl're minorities
wcre frce to have. their own models - so Muslim schools
rt'oukl lravc Islanric modcls arrd Christian schools rvottlcl lrave
Christian nrodcls. This kind of 'value education' will merely
conrmunalisc tl-rc whole systenr.t'

Cornrptitlrr is likc pornography. Both arc attractivc.
AnLl this is a big pnrblcnl. Especially for childrcn. l clt> Irot

Dr. Sonal Shah
n !. Q.,1;1'. L,h -.

Maj.Gen. E. D'Souza
Dr. M. P Kar-rrerkar
Pi'of V K Sinha

The PWD ar,r'ards 57o over thc contract tendercd amount to
any colltractor wl'ro does work on Malabar Hill. Now this
57o over the' tendered amount is a rulc'which was introduced
by the Britishers over 100 years ago when Malabar Hill was
a place where no contractor wanted to go. Even today, 57o

over and above the tender amount is being paid, written
specifically as '5% Malabar Hill work', and awarded to every
ctntractoi who works in Malabar Hill.t'

agree that schools cannot teach valucs. I think that tnost of
the good valucs which l have, are what I learut, besides rny
family, in a rnissionary school. I don't think children iravc'

religion. It does not matter whether it's a Hindu school or
a Muslim school or a Christian school. It's adults who have
religion and have mL'ssed it up.

Creating Crooks

I have been teaching Masters of Management students
for the last 23 years and I can give concrete examples of
what is happening. lf a management graduate becomes corrupt,
or manages to get admission by paying a capitation fee or a

donor fee, then he has to recover about Rs.7 lakhs from day
one when he takes up employment. He has to first worry, like
a doctor who has given a capitation fee, how he will recover
his money? ln other words from day one we have a potential
crook on our hands. To avoid this, we in the institute of
management studies where I teach came out with a system
under the stewardship of one Mr. Lakhanpal. Mr. Lakhanpal
was a Secretary of Education in the government of Maharashtra
. He was a very transparent, absolutely upright and a very
efficient person. He came out with a system called Centralised
Entrance Test (CET) and he put a very responsible person in

charge a Mr. Pradeep Dagli, Director of the Citizen's College,
Nagpur. This system functioned with an accuracy of 98%. There
was not a single court case which the CET governing Board
did not win. I am aware because I was associated as a lawyer,
giving legal inputs and as an eduationist, academic inputs. This
was the position till last yea( when the last coalition government

in the Slate asked the Director, Professor Mr.Pradeep Dagli to
do sontetlrirrg wlricli was ur'eillical and "rhicit lr: "'.rs;ilt
prepared to do. So he was rnrmedrately relreved and asked to

vacate his quarters in 17 hours and go back to Nagpur after
having stayed in Bombay for 28 years! When I made a big
noise, I was accused of bias. Mr.Dagli was transferred, the
Education Secretary Mr.Raja too was transferred and dumped
in the sewage and water project department. A new person

took over.

This happened last year. And this year, the CET was
not held. A whole academic year has been lost. Also lost was

transparency in admissions because there have been no

advertisements in the papers So a practice introduced to
rlrevAnt errrrrtrrlirr,r errrl ,a-rltirlt e,:llievr.ri fof tl'ilpts rlrlllsr-rCUtiVC

years, a corruption-free management degree course entranceI
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The Enemy Within
If I am asked to define or characterize a good Indian,

it is a very difficult question to answer. If we cau ProPagate
the image of a good Indian as being one who is incorruptible,
rvho has many positive values, I think that is going to help
a great deal. Let me give you an example. I arn a good
Brahmin. The concept of a good Brahmin is one who docsn't
take. alcohol, doesn't gamble, is committed to studies, etc.
And that's how the child grows up. Not any more probably.
And that's hor.l' he remains free from certain vices. There is
a great part which rcligious instih"rtions can play in developing
an aversion to corruption. A senior colleague of mine has
now joined the Brahmakumaris. FIe has given up alcohol.That
may not be importarrt but he has stopped overcharging
patients! So religion can play a very crucial role in
metamorphosing people. And we need to create an image
of the good Indian, and we can all aspire to be that good
Indian. In this the media, the schools, the rc.ligious
organizations can play can play a useful role. I think this is
on-e of the positive strategies or," .un think of."

So far as the ren'redies are concerned, thcre are several.
One is education. Of course we will have to takc'precautions
so far as the teaching of moral values, and tl're text books
for study are concerncd. I think both the Kothari Commission,
and the Report on the New Education Policy have referred
to this. This task should be left to experts. And lr'c'should
take care that this does rrot ge_t a re'ligious colour and is not
misused by religiorrs leaders."

Thanks to my school-going children I get many
opporttrrrities to interact lvith a numbcr of their friends'
parcnts. N'ly childrcn and thc'ir frie nds, arc in the. agc Er()up
7 oi 8 and thcy sttrdy in the' Bornbay Scottish Schottl, near
the Muslim-dominatcd Mahinr arc'a, I have heard them say,
'Uncle, please drive the. car a little faster - I don't want to
pass through this dirty area.' I was taken aback and asked
onc of them 'why is this a dirty area?'And he said, 'bccause
nry fatl'rer said so'. Now this is the' kind of attitude that parenLs
display in front of their childrcn. Arrd whcn I havc had the
(rccitsi()n to irrtcrlct n'rth thcsc plrcnts, I havc lorrrrrl tlrat it
is not prejudice u'hich is thc dominant problcm, it is the
inability b dccilrhel and ttndersti'rnd the'isstres inyelye.d. A1d
whc'n I, in my limited way, tried to have a little mearringftrl
talk rvith thcm, I havc found thcm open to changc - it is
just that thcy do not get thc right vchicle or thc right people
to explain things to them in a coherent manner. And therefore
they willingly acc()pt the irrformation that they read or hear
from their or.rl s()rlrcL.s. So thc.rc is nccd for small groups
trl pcoplc rvho n'oulcl Lrc aLrle to clisscnrinatc thc light kind
of irrfornration irr I rrrort,r.ttional ,-,.,nr',nc. 

tt

': Dr. Nagiaj llurigui
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De ce ntral is a tion

I agree that decentralization is one of the methods
of reducing corruption. In the West, corruption is much less
compared to other countrics because they have a high
element of decentralization. If the people at the village
panchayat level have thc' power and the resources to takc
a de'cision on say, building a bridgc', there may be some
amount of corruption, but not to the extent where a babu
sitting in Delhi passes an expenditure for a bridge u'hich was
never built.

Information
Another is the need to have legislations like thc l{ight

to lnformation. Thc' Right to Information novement started
from a rnral area in Rajasthan. And that did bring abont a

certain check on the bureaucrats. This is another way of
reducing corruption.

Simplifying Laws

Another is the fact that many of our laws and
regulations need revision. I think we need a Bentl'ramite
revolution here like in 19'h century England when a number
of Iaws were scrapped. And this was where the Utilitarians
who were the first great liberals of the modern times, r.r'orked
towards rcducing and simplifying the laws.

We would now have to devise certain certain non-
institutional devices, specific steps by which we can try to
reduce corruption. The Fabians did an excellent job in that
respect. Though they wc.re half-socialists, they were always
very specific very concrete, taking up specific issues, specific
g.oals of"Err'forrrrs, arrd then bringing about thc clesirccl
changes.

Public Servants

I r+'ould like some rules be made in tl're area of
recruitment to our administrative services. Along with
interviews and written tests, some moral norms should also
be worked out - sometlring that Kautilya had advist'd us in
lr i s .21 r//rnsrrs / r-rr . .

Birbal's Wisdom
Emperor Akbar was convinced that corruption could be

weeded out. And he said this to Birbal. One day Birbal pointed
out to a man and said he is the most corrupt in your regime.
Let's see if you can correct him. Akbar accepted the challenge.
He put the man whom Birbal described as being the most corrupt,
next to the river, and assigned him the task of counting the
waves and to report to him every evening. Birbal said, 'Badshah,
I can assure you, that within a week you are going to receive
many complaints, regarding this man's actions Birbal was
nrnirori rinht \A/rthrn e rrrooL <'hinrltn tn tha tlrrlchah

and complained that this man was charqincl them a levy
l-)iaaus.: llr,.:li',ii-lr,vliiilr i,iv ai.r,,ss llra, ri"er distUrbcij hi5

counting ! This story is only tb illustrate my feeling that there
tlrere is litlle lrope of curruptron being eliminated.

SanjaY Kher
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Another area for reform is our electoral system. Unless

that is ciranged, and changed fundamentally, I think it will
be very difficult to stop corruption. I would say that as much
as r,r'e rvould like to give some moral education to our children,

to our youth and also to our governments, we should also
qive some orientation to our parliamentarians. And <lf course

they neecl to be educated, both in procedures of I'arliameut,
as also about the country, and some lessons in ethics before
they are sworn in as Members of Parliament.

Even the Judiciary is becoming corruPt. Our lrope that
so long as rve had an independent and incorruptible judiciary,
the picture was not so dismal is fading. We need to consider

how to make the judiciary more responsible' There is also

nc'ed to deal with the conflict between the judiciary and the

execntive. The two necd to complement cach other and not
be in conflict as a re'cent judgement and government's rcaction

have unfortunately shor.t'n. At thc same we have to see that
the ludiciary is independent of tl're executive, and, that the

judgements passed bxrthe judiciary are respected and
implcnrented properly.

We scem to be agreed on hvo suggcstions: one' redttce

tire power and the number of tire bureaucracy; and sccond,

dccentralize governance and administration. This by itsclf
is not enongh. The messagc has to be convcyed to the

politicians that tlris means good politics. How is this to be

convc-vcd ? Only orre chief minister in India is pursuing it.
And it is extremely important for the intellectuals and tl're

nrcdia to follorv what is happening in Madhya Pradesh. I
think there shoulcl be a sustained campaign to give practical
examples that this is good politics. In other words, u'e need

b tell the'politicians 'you the politicians can only survive
and gct thc votcs if you follon' this.''

A Panel to Examine Allegations

We feel terribly frustrated, when rve hcar about
corruption. The media comes out with all kinds of stories
about someone being corrupt, then nothing is done kl follow
it up. We get thc feeling that everybody gcts away with it.
.,\n,J nrrst of thcm ,-1o gt't arvay rr,itl'r it. V\/hctr Mr. Kl-r,rirner

corlrcs r)Llt r,rith allcgations, without any c'"'iclctrcc y()Ll gct

ihc ir.npression that everybody in thc governnrcnt is corrupt.
Whcrr the rlL-xt government comes we feel that this
so\/crnmcnt too is corrttpt. A third govcrnmcnt takes tlver
lvc feel thcy too are corrupt. I would suggest that if we havc

a panel of people, jurists, for instance, who can cxamine
allegtrtions made about important people attd come out with
prinra facie evidence of their guilt, or otherwisc, wc can

IruL.licizc this fact in an objcctivc I-!lanncr. Thcn thc pctrPlt:
rvill kuow wlriit is. So I wottlcl suggcst a ctlnrurittt-'c of srtclt

Irrtt.ttttarit's n,lrir'h is h;rsically imllartial rvlrtch is not

, ilr tJsha Mehta

" Mr. A. Q. Moddre

" [t/lr Ashok Karnik
2MrSVRajrr
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necessarily anti-establishment, be set up to examine the
allegations and share their findings with the people for
whatever they are worth. '

Indian Liberal Group

The Indian Liberal Group (lLG) will, among other
things organize smail panels of experts who can speak
rationally and with some authority on various subiects. The
ILG has anong its members lawyers, doctors, businessmetr,

industrialists, chartered accountants, business executives anel

others. And what it plans to do is this. Every time a maior
issue arisc's, the'lLG, through these specialised groups study
such issues, and the ILG will circulate these as widely as

possible.

Secondly, we feel that we need to put before the people

and the younger generation in particular role models of
men and women who are symbols of honesty, integrity,
and courage who have sPoken out against societal evils and

injustices disregarding populist considerations and planted
the seeds of a healtl'ry civil society .Thc'Indiah Liberal Group
plans to publish their profiles beginning with Raja

llanrmohun Roy. There are so many of them - some very
well known others not so well known, all over the country.
This is the kind of value edttcation that tl're Indian Liberal
Croup has in mind.

As for information technology Information, as Liberals,

we are all for the maximum use of modern science and

technology. Technology is, as we all know, a double-edgeC

weapon. It can be used for good or for evil. We must pttt
technology to ttse in combating corruption. And there is st.r

much information available on the Net. For iustance the

rr,cbsitc of Trauslrarcucy Intcrnatit'rrral offcrs ne arlv 200 sites

on "transparency" as also on corrttptiotr'

This is what the Liberal Group is trying to do. Inform
- in its efforts to help restore character and values in pubiic
life. We must move towards tl'rat goal, however idealistic
or utopian it rnay sound. We do not want our children to

say, Sab krtch chalta /rai. (Everything goes.) We want thern

t() sa\/, Snlt kttclt rrnhirt eltnltt lroi Strl, Ktrclr ltndnl s.zktLt lr0i

(Ever:ything is not OK).!Vc cau chaugc tlrings).t"
(lo bc cotttirrucd)

Participants in the June 24
discussion on Corruption

Dr. B. N. Colabawalla e Major General E. D'Souza
(retd ) o Mr N. K Dhondy o Mr A V. Gopalakrishnan

r Dr. Nagraj Huilgol r Dr. M. P Kamerkar I Mr. B. K.

Karanjra r Mr Ashok Karntk o Mr Sanjay Kher r Dr

Uslra lvleirta o lvlr A. r-.r. ir4oudie o tvir. S. V. ilalu r lvis 
i

Kashmir-a tlao o {r.4r' ,satish Sihney o lr.4s. Sonal Shah

o Professor V. K. Sinha o Mr. Kunwar Sinha o Dr. R

Srinivasan

I,'reed.otrt F'irst "ltLl.v-September 2000
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The No.2

it belongs...
in its place.

is where

1. The Statesman
2. The Telegraph

1. The Sunday Statesman
2. The Telegraph (Sunday)
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889
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1102
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Graduates/ Urban
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Rural lndustrialistd Professionald
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123
90

99 38
56 31
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790
599

330 533
258 374

504 768
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274
171

429
288
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919

1. The Statesman
2. The Telegraph

1. The Sunday Statesman
2. The Telegraph (Sunday)

1. The Statesman
2. The Telegraph

1. The Sunday Statesman
2 The Telegraph (Sunday)

Source - lndian Readership Survey 1999"

63
47

86
5e

35
23

51
A6

235 350
176 243

346 494
238 328

172
121

271
188

With the truth so readily available, why do some people still want to know where
the No.2 is? ls it because the No. 1 is now so completely out of sight that they
can't see if it is ahead or behind? Or is it because the flip side of being
unputdownable is to delighl in being put down?

it iil L,ll'*il! t a

Eastern lndia's leading English daily

lltc cottniry. d) ll is ltrr: only sLrrucv tiral gr',,os thc (iomplcte r{i3ilersllii) picture in U/e:J Bc.nq;rl
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The March that Shook an EmPire

h
,L
I

'h;tt /:(-- . n:::y"mti*i:
at-,,-.,li 1^lr$An 3$.["Jiiil",'J^,'^:'X

'' ' - r' / two pence per daY - a

Gandhiji's message lol world sympathy on April 5, 1930, Paisa' And we l'rad to
before breaking the Salt Law on the early morning of April 6. pay heavy taXeS. Twenty

percent of the revenues
ne day in 1984, thirty six was raised from land revenue
years after India attained derived frour the peasantry.
freedom, someone in the

J t*'-'^4 u"q-U

Ministry of Information &
Broaclcasting suddenly realised that
we did not have worthwhile and
purposeful visual records of our
freedom struggle which could be
regarded as part of our natiorral
heritage.

So, the then powers that be
decided to produce documentarY
filnrs on sottre oi tlte tttttrtt iltrpttrtirtrt
rrrilestones iu ottr freedorn struggle.

I H'as assigned to produce and

ciirect half-a-dozetr fihns, coveriug a

i04-year period from 1857 to 1916.

One of them was Gandhiii's Salt-
Sattlograltn in 1930.

While researclring s()llrct)
,', ".'r i rl ".'::1i1.t: li'" r-i;'l r" i

,1,',,rr,, rlr,. lilrrrirr'' l l',,' tf.:r'l,ll !ll:'.'h ..'' ,'.1't,rl.r,

scrrrlc I tlulc, stttycd al tlre saltre
lrrcltions u'hcrc Candhiji hatl
Lrlrii[)(ir],rvri riigli[ .llrrl r:.itlrt:tt.]

informa tiou couceruing
that historical event
which I would like to
share with readers of
Freedom First.

income. Tl're average

Cotton grown iu lndia was
sent to Errgland to be manufactured
into cloth, in"rported back into lrrdia
arrd sold at enornlous profit. British
trade and industry prospered at the

cost of Iudian trade and industry.

While British ships used salt
for ballast and dumped it on India's
shores, we had to pav tax on salt.

The salaries paid to English
officials in India was the higl'rest irr

the rvorldl Remittances to Errgland
by the Iudian Got,ernnteut for
military stores, equipment and arms
was large - between $125,000,000 kr

$150,000,000.

We. natil'r-' ltrdiatts n'ert'
. l:r, .ll, . t I ' 'li

,..' 1....-l r,. 1.,.'-..1 1..'f..-.' 4,.",';'-"
lii, ii!i!i r., i'Lrr!r

autlroltty. iirc r igrrr (rl lrec
c;<pre ssioii .rf itpirtiorr u'as tlcilietl.
J'lrt tt,rtitttt,rl lrrcss wits ttttrz;r,le,i

Irrccdorn First Jult-Septernber 2000

Prem Vaidya

In a population of 30 crores,
only one male in nine and one
female in 144 could read and write.
And this, after a hundred and fifty
years of British rule.

George Orwell, of Animal
Farm farne and a British officer
employed in the colonial service
wrote that he saw the dirty work of
the Enlpire at close quarters. "The
Empire is a despotism with theft as

its final object", he wrote. He
resigned fror,r the Empire's service..

The Congress Working
Committee members met in Gandhi's
Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmedabad on

February 14 and 15, 1930 to give
shape to a Civil Disobedience
Movement. According to a Secret

Police Report, the following were
present at tl'ris meeting: Jairamdas
Daulatram, Alimchandani, Pattabhi
Sitaranrayya, C. Rajagopalachari, Dr.

Satyapal, Jawaharlal Nehru, Pandit
Motilal Nehru, Vallabhbhai
Ihaverbhai Patel, Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi, Sardar
Sardulsingh, Prakasl-r, Janlnalal
Bajaf .

Candhi \^/as given carte
blanche to start the Civil
Disobedience as and wl"ren he

wisl'red and in the mauuer he chose.

On February 15, at the dailY
evening prayer at the Ashram,.
Calrdhi addresst--d the itturates:

,,'t i. ,-lt ' l- - _

r-l;i-lir.:. Y0u iiiu:;i cb;ci-vc l-llll'.

vioience artci strict disciprline. i'tiu
ivil] reccivc y()tlr r)rders. It is a sirr

[()i v(]r.t to cotttiLrLte otr tlre iatld
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of the 'Znlirn Snrlcsr' . But as Yott
are ltere, rve nlust bravelY face

every h'ouble and difficulty. If you
are oppressed, bless Your
oppressors. Be ready for action.
I rvarn you firrally that only those
n'ho are ready fclr tl"re fight need

stay in the Ashram. My Ashram
n,as started n'ith the object of
prel'raring you for the struggle for
Purna Suarnj.

Gandhi published his
nranif esto - an eleven point
progra lrn're for Swaraj . These
included: Total prohibition;
reduction in land reverlue; abcllition
of salt tax; reductiou in military
expenditttre; reduction in the salaries

of senior officials and other economic

measures that would help the
lnASSES.

Writing in Yoatrg lrdia, his
English rveekly, Gandhi observed:
"There is rro article like salt, outside
rvater, by taxing which the State can
reach even the starving r-rrilliorrs, the

rich, the mairned and the utterly
helpless. The tax coustitutes,
therefore, the nrost inhun'ran poll tax
the ingenuity of man can device".

Webb Miller, Foreign
Correspondent of the Urrited Press

of America, rvrote in his book '1

Fotrtrd No Pcsce':

"M. K. Gandhi, a wizened,
104-pound Hirrdu lawver,
rrrsl-ri1','il nrillions ol trrtrlerletl,
illitelate, urrarmed people to clefy

the power of the greatest empire
in the rvorld.

"Fle cleverly made the salt tax
the spearltead of Itis attack,
Lrecause it affected every one of
India's 35() rlillitrn 1-reoIlri. ['!e-

clnirlecl that tlrat tax rr';ls trrtfair
,rrrd ttL.i,.luii,t1ts llrl sltottlrl h,'
;rlrrrirshecl bec-aLrse lttttttlreds ot
,riill;,,.i,- .,1. 1ir,1'r. iri,li,tiis r'!i, lr.

require as iltrch salt to live as the

]rl'()Sllrir()1ls ier.r'. TltrrS tllt'

2()

incidence of the tax weighed
much mclre heavily on the poor'
The salt tax was an inrportattt
source of Gol'ernrtteltt reveltue, as

unauthorized persorrs were
forbidden to make salt fron-r sea

water".

On March 2, 1930, Cantllii
wrote a letter to Viceroy Lord Irrvin:

"Dear Friend,

I hold British rule to be a curse

... British rule l'ras impoverished
the dumb milliorrs by a system of
progressive exploitation and
ruinous expensive civil arrd
military administration which
the country can never afford ... I
respectfully invite you to pave the

way for imnrediate reuroval of
those evils and thus open a way
for a real conferetrce between
equals. If my letter urakes no
appeal to your heart, on the 11 th

day of tl'ris month, I shall proceed
with n'ry workers of the Ashrau't
to disregard the provisions of the

Salt Law ..."

Incidentally, Garrdhi had this
letter delivered to the Viceroy by a

young British Ashraurite, Ileginald
A. I{eynolds, rvho believed irr India's
cause aud in rrolr-violetrce, atrd r.r,ho,

as Gandhi put it: "Providence seen'ls

to l'rave sent to n1e, as it were, for the
very Purpose".

Before Ileynolds carried this
lettel to tlre Viceroy, Carttliriji
irrsistecl tl'rat he should reacl it
carefr.rlly, as he did not lvisl"r to
associate him utrless he was iu
complete agreentent n'itl'r its
contentsl [t was symbolic of the fact
that it was t'tot nterely a struggle
betlveerr the Indians and the British,
br.rt for',r riglrtl'r-r I lruuritu (.(lLrst'-

l{el'noltl s ca rrit't'l tlrr: Ietter

l,ot.tJ lnvtrr rcplit:cl rggrrrttirr;
il', r,'rr\r,,'l (ri {iltr r rr!rri't.trl,i,ri,',i.i,t.

Canclhi. Canclhili was visibly trrrset
;rnrJ seitJ. "On betrtlr:tJ ktte,'s. Irrsl(,',1

l,'rccd.rtttt. Iii.rsL J tt L.t,-!'ieptctrLbat 2000

for bread, and I received stone
instead".

At 6.30 on the morning of
Marclr 12,1930, Gandhi set out from
Sabarnra ti Ashraur, Ahrnedabacl, on
his historic r:rarch rvhich was to
sirake arr Enrpire. It was to be a

nrarch from Ahmedabad to Dandi,
a distarrce of 3tl0 kilouretres, a

deserted village on the shores of the
Arabian Sea.

Gandhiji selected 78

sntyagrahis from different parts of
India and also from Nepal and Fiji.
They were all active members of the
Sabarmati Ashram who had gone
through a regimen of strict disciplirre
and rvho tried to follow the
principles of trutl'r and nou-violeuce
in their daily life. The age of the
satyngrnlis varied from 16 to 60

years, the eldest being Candhi
himself.

Tlrrough hot and dusty roads,

the per5pl1i1rg satyagrahis marched
16 kilometres each day. Gandhi's
energy at 61 was amazing. At sunset,

on reach the camp site, he would
spil"l cotton for atr hour, write his
daily diary. holci p'rra1'er nreetings
and retire at 9 p.m. Get up at 4 a.nr.,

for writing letters. At 6 a.m., tirere
used to be a call for morning prayers
and the march comrnenced precisely
at 6.30 a.m.

Nt,r.,:; r'f tlli:: ;l-r'.1 t nt.lr.-.lr
reverberated il'r nrarty parts of the
n,orld. A German doctor drert' a

picture and sent it to Candhi, with
a rlote n'l"rich said: "A hunrble fellori
pilgrim is praying for him artd his
work every mornitrg aud evening."

"God grtard Yorr" rnras a

lnessilllc front Ncrv York, frot.tl tlre
l?1.',,'1r'11, l ltrlrl. I lollrr':t, l \'()lllrll
lnrnr;lt,r of tht: Lirlrrch t't the
).. 1' -",,ri, i l, ,r''^",i iris r,.,rlr'rrt{.ilir)ll
to p16y with him for the sttccess of
lhe nrarch. IIr s;ri,l tlrt'rI ltt' trrits



A study of Gandhi J'rffiiloo, at Karadi camp, in

Gujaral, during the Salt Law defiance campaign in 1930.

ln his hand, he canies a salt cellar.

(Courtesy: I'laviivan Trust).

renlinded of Christ's march from,
Galilee to Jerttsaleur to face death
ancl glory (Span, Oct.1982, p.25).

On March 79,1930, Gandl'ri
and his party left Borsad aud
reached li,as village. At his prayer
nreetirrg, he toc-rk Indiarr officials,
who rvere loyal to the foreign
goverrlnerlt, to task. He said:
"Loyalty to a State sc) corrupt is a sin,

disloyalty a virtue." His words irad
the desired effect. In Borsad district,
(.0 r,illaqt' officials. 11'116 11rs1p

rrsportsilrlt fttt t'evctttte cc,licelicltr,

resil;ned arrcl llas village proltrised
500 'u'olunteersl lt was in this village
that Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was

arrested. Candhi asked the 5000

assembled at this nreeting to go and
nrnnufacture salt at Kalnzlkpttra. He
saicl, "S;rlt is a necessit\t rvhich catr

be t'asily lracl at it \/erv stlrall cost oi
nr()nev irtrrJ ial-rottt' httt rt,e;trt'
rL^rltttt't'tl to ttt.tke llrr,l\/\/ gtlts to tlre
i .r ,r'r,' ,,,t f r ,. ll: , ':t I ; ." .' :
\,. jir'l jil,'.. r i.,, t i ir,,

p<'rison, vet tlre Govertrmetrt deals in
it t<r nrakc'pnriit of trvct'riy-fivt,l cr()r(ls.
'l'hings likr'tlris shotv tlrirt llris

Covernmeut is devilish alld it is our
cluty to break it and I have corue tc'l

irrvite yc-ru to do so."

Orr April 1, Gandhi reached
Surat and addressed 80,000 PeoPle
on the banks of tl're rivt-r Tapti. tsefore

his address, Kalyarrrii Vitl, albhari

Mehta attttounced the resignatiorrs
of 163 Indian police patels frotn the

talukas of Bardoli, Olpad, Jalalpore,
Chorasi and Mandvi.

IncidentallY a corresPotldent
coverillg the tlarch, reported that
there rvas no salt tax in Daman, in
Portuguese India, where salt was

sold at 2 attuas;ler mautrd. Datnan
rvas lrear Pardi in British lndia.
Import of Danlart salt into hldia was

subject to tax.

On April 5, Candl'ri and Partv
reached Dandi which Gandhi called
" My Haritltuar" . Belore entering
Dandi, Gandhi was very particular
that all his coruparriolts wore Khadi'
"l will not like anyone entering
Dandi in foreign clothes," he

warned.

The 385 kiltlmetre Great
March canle to atr etrd on the 24th
day. That day the rvhole rvorld held
its breath, as it were, to see what
Gandhi would do. Dandi, a hanrlet
witlr a popurlatiorr of 450, was host
to 12,000 pilgrims. It was here, itr a

1r'yi11.'11 pressage, Cr1'JIi ;r111-rel led
to the prsople of tire lvorl.i: "lu'irtlt
n'orld sympatltv in this battle of
I(ight against Miglrt"

of India will observe the Natiorrai
Week commer.rcirrg from tomorrorv in
the spirit in wlticl'r it was conceived.
I am positive that the greater the
dedication to the couutry's cause
and the greater tl're purification, the
speedier rvill be the glorious end for
n'hich millions of lndiarns
consciotrsly or unconsciously are
striving".

After the meetiug, Gandhi
warned his follorvers: "People rvho
are afraid of the governrnellt action
may please go away. Persons rviro
are willing to go to jail, ready to face

bullets and even if horses are made
to trample on your head; only they
should cone with me ton'lorrow
morning. God help them, let the
Truth win".

On April 6,1930, at 3.30 a.m.,

Gandhi and his follolvers got up.
Anrong them were urale and female,

young and old. Marry of then,,
including sotrre of the children had
not slept that night. Galrdhi lvas

markedly solemn. There was
chanting of morning prayers at 4
a.l'l'1.

At 5 a.nr., Gandhi artd his
followers proceeded to the seashore.

Someone asked Gandhi, "Are you
going to take a sea bath?"

"Certainly, since I have to
starl f)lcnr o-Yrtlht (tlre el.ic n';rr)

tirr,t has to Lrc af ter a bati-r", lre
replied and plurrged into the sea'

Aklng rvith him were urally of his

followers.
At the evenirlg prayer tleeting

on the beach, at Dandi, Gandhi said, After the sea bath, Candhi and

"Tcrngrrow we sftall break the Salt |is follorvers searclred for the right
l,ar,v. Ciocl rvillirrg, I exl:rtlct rvitlr llrv l'rlace tt'lrere tlre sea \^/ater. durilrg the

volLrnteers t() c()lnnrrlllce ircttral civil tides, gct tleposite'd in slc'PS and then

tlistllteflierrct'at 6.'ll i1r tltc lltrrrtrtttt,. ht',',tt-,'.r.'*,.lrr'-lt;rr<J ,'rvstallize,.l salt'

hth Aprii liits [-rt]r'lt t(t tls. slll( r' lis .\t ()llt. st"tt it tllatle, t,alltlirr st()l)PeLi'
1,,':'.,{;. ;' t,l1i:...,;1.,i:i,i:,rr,\;, 'r',':l!,l:i;iii..il I1r },li!]rrrlrl'i:I't:tit,

- a Day of l)e-lrarrce ancl Prlrificatiotl. a I'arii ' Iady; Kalvanjibhai'
we, thcrcfore, c(rlrrltlrllrct: it lr,ilh KCsharrrao l)elshlrande and

PrilVr'r att,-l flsiirtr.. I ltltl.rt' tltt'tl'lillLr it,lolrilttlll I':rndi'a Jlll'-)11t tliher:;'

21["rcetlorn ],'irsl,lttl v-Stptctn.bcr 2000



Solemnly, he bent down, picked up
a fistful of God-gifted salt in an act
of defiance. At once, all around there
were thunderous roars:

"Nnmakka KayclaTod Diya" (The
Salt Law has been been broken)

The whole country was
waiting for this moment. It was a

signal for the people of India to
launch the Civil Disobedience
Movement to break the Salt Law and
defy tl-re British rulers. In the words
of Nehru, "Salt suddenly became a
nrysterious word, a word of power".
All over India, women ctme out from
the seclusion of their homes and
joined the salt satyagraha. Peasants
refused to pay land revenues.

In the South, C.
Rajagopalachari led a salt march to
the beacl,es of Vedaranyam. Tl're
District Magistrate had issued an
order tl'rat the villages along the route
should not supply food to the
volunteers. The people defied the
authorities by preparing food at
night and hiding it on trees and
bushes. After covering a distance of
240 kilometres, the satyagrahis
reached Vedaranyam on 30th April.
When they picked up symbolically
a handful of salt, they were arrested.

In the North West Frontier
Provirrce, Khudai Khidmatgars led
by Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan staged
a peaceful demonstration. At
I'esltarvar, arntourt'd cirr-s artci
urachine gLlus killed mally
demonstrators. But the people
rer-nained defiar-rt. A platoon of
Charwal Ilifles was ordered to open
fire on the peaceful Pathans. The
Garhwalis refused. They were court
martialled.

A s govt:rnnr'-'n t rt-Pressiorr
I , ,. ll ll

D.-," .,--l .,1 r rl .. ..t,,.rr Lllri. rr.,r\\ !r (tr\ l,\ (,lrl( l\,

cuis!vcr this organrzecl hooliganisnr
rvith greater strfferirrg. I le serrI ir
letter to the Vi(rel'()\, n,hic'lr sarr'j,
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"God willing,I will raid Dharasana
Salt Works". Gandhi was arrested
at midnight of May 5 and removed
to Yerwada jail to be detained there
under Regulation 25 of 7827, to
"suffer imprisonment during the
pleasure of the Government".

The vibrations created by this
movement reached the freedom
loving people of America. Rev.
Holmes wore a Gandhi cap to his
pulpit to tell his congregation:

"This cap today, like tl-re Cross
yesterday, is a spiritual symbol - the
symbol of Gandhi's triumph over the
power of the sword of disciples'
promise of fidelity to him, and of the
victory of freedom whicl, waits upon
their cause."

Sarojini Naidu carried
Gandhi's plan to raid Dharasana
Salt Depot with 2,500 non-violent
volunteers. The salt pans were
protected with barbed wires. Four
hundred policemen armed with
lathis and 25 rifles stood ready. The
satyagrahis went forward, column by
colunrn, towards the barbed wire. The
policemen charged into the marchers
and struck them cln their heads with
their steel-tipped lathis. Not one of
the group raised even an arm to
defend himself or herself. They fell
sprawling, unconscious, writhing
with pain, broken skulls and
shoulders. The clothes were covered
rvitir trkrorl. l'here n,as no figlriirrg
... tro struggle ... no resistance ... !

The sight of such brave, non-
violent belraviour of the sntyngrahis
and the British brutality against them
evoked universal adn"riration. Webb
Miller, of the United Press of
Atrrerica, reporterl:

"lti ltj vears ol rrry reporlrrrrl
ttt .1ir t(,Llilt,rr':, t iritr,e ltt't,et
lrrrl.r'q51',J :. 1,. !: lr.ll r','t..':rtg
scenes as at Dlrarasaira. Tlrose
struck dort'rr, fell sprarvling,
utta(,lls( i('tt s. Tlrt' stttt tr',,ts,
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without breaking ranks, silently
and doggedly marched on until
struck down".

His dispatch on Dharasana
appeared in 1,350 newspapers
throughout the world. Senator Blaine
read the text of Miller's story into the
records of the United States Senate.

About 90,000 satyagrahis from
all over the country were sent to
prison. In spite of all the arnred might
behind it, the Raj was losing its grip
on India. Louis Fisher in his
assessment of the impact of the salt
march on the Indian political scene
said: "The British beat the Indians
with batons and rifle butts. The
Indians neither cringed nor
complained nor retreated. That made
England powerless and India
invincible".

The documentary fllm, The
Great SaIt March was released in 1985

in 14 languages.

MR. PREM M. VAIDYA, a documentary
film maker, was with the Filrns Division
of the Government of India.

The report that British Prime
Minister Tony Blair's son was rep-
rimanded by the police for being
"drunk and incapable" is not at all
surprising news from a country
where the Rule of Law means that
no one is above the law, and all are
eqr,ral before the law. Two years ago,
Prime Minister Blair recounted an
incident of a pilot who ordered him
to switch off his cellphone as the
P.M. answered a call from the
Queen, just as the plane was
about to take off. The pilot said: "l
don't care, who it is, mate, rules are
rules. Switch it off."

Contrast this with the virtual
hijacking of a plane by distupting
+l-^ --,.r. ^t.-,,.t- t...i.. .., ,.,.. ,,)

ronrac6nlal;rrnc nf tlrn nnn^lo in

lndia iecently., with the active
assistance of the Minister!

M. R. Pai



Sane Guruji
A Saint Among Politicians
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'fp-ffi1"'-,.)... politicall]f"intl",o jailsof Amalner, fast for 27 days to expiate for the
t't 1F,#.i/ :" Dhule, Nasik, Yerawada and ghastly assassination of N,Iahatma

f.,. { f Tiruchirapalli, between 1930 and Gandhi on 30th January 1948.
!i' { "1945. Hemanaged to evade arrest for

Pandurang Sadashiv Sane, nearly 10 montl"rs to work Guruji, who was a restless

popularly known as Sane Guruji, undeiground during the 1942 euit fighter for the principles of liberty
wai a unique freedom fighter. His India Movement. He wrote lnd a-nd equality, took a leading part in

achievements in the different fields circulated secret bulletins asainst the the moveu"rents of farmers, workers

of politics, social work, education, government and help"i yorr"rg and students for redressal of their

literature, peasants and rvorkers freedom fighters. Ultimately, i.r" *ui grieva-nces' He was the President of

movements, and youth were truly arrested ilongwith othlr grea, tire Mill workers Associatio.r of

amazing. leaders at Mushak Mahal in Mrirnbai Anraltrer and presided over district

in April 1943. and provincial conventions of
Born in a large family of seven ^ students' unions and farmers' rallies.

children, with meagre n"lealls, on As Gr.rruji was a steadfast He preferred to work as a humble
24th Deceurber 1ti99, at Palgacl iu follolver of Gandhiji, he undertook volunteer instead of as an office-
Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra, fasting on fir,e occasious for various bearer at the first rural sessi<-rrr of the
Parrduraug had to strive hard to social and political causes. The Congress party at Faizpur irr
courplete his education by depending Harijans lvere unjustlv denied entry Maharashtra in 1936, because he
otr the generosity of the rich people to the Vithal temple of Pandharpur alrvays kept himself away from party
of Dapoli, Aundh and Pune. When for centuries by the orthodox Hindus. politics and the citadels of porver. He
lre secured his B.A. degree in 1922, The greatly anguished Gurtr ji first constar.rtly reftrsed to accept anlz pcrst

Nent ltoona College and'I'atvadnyarr which lasted six months, to protest role in establishirrg the Ilashtra Seva
Marrdir of Amalner wlrere he against such stark irrjustice and therr Dal, a youtl'r organization u'hich was
eventually obtained the M.A. degree. began his fast unto deatir at considered tl-re rival of the Rashtriyar

Althougli qualifieci for I'andharpur in May 1947 to Swayamsevak Sarrgh (RSS).

professorship, he preferred the persuade the custodians of the
modest job of a teacher and Hostel iemple to open the temple doors to When Sublrash Bose was

Superirriendent in the Pratap High the i{arijans. When candhiji made debarred by the Congress bosses

schooi, Anraluer, in 1924. tlc a teleglaplhic rerluest to hini to entl irt'trt cotttestrng tlre presiclentiai

rr'signed irr 1!,r3,(l to ioir.r thc r:ivi! tlrilst,Ctrruji r,:fu:,ccllti,l,,litit--.I Ilr.: plp6firrllsf.rthrer')'ears'SatteCrrrtrii

i,.r,i r,t,,t)rise,i iaki,t ,,i t,,', ttri,- ;rt tllr: ( '::A:''::::' I all:l' ll:' ; 'il"c'1 tlll:

hundrecls ot piaces that ire worild :-"ti1"1 lJI,c.trci u".t".t): tire lirst

V. C. Phadke

q{r di qm'E erC r

v{rin da e7qf4 n

True Religion lies in loving the whole world - Sane Guruji

Sane Cirrrrji's jr;lrfif ipll-i,rn i1r e.d 5is lile if t5e Vrtirai teu.rple lr,;rs I'l'csidr'nl Lrf thal perty's |lalt.triislrtrl,
indiviclr-lal liijtlrlg''11-,-' end itthc: ..t 

'.r;.rt-ir,ir1-r1,11 
l' irll, a.d he'ct:;,, 1,,.,,r.i,
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Very few freedom figl"rters of
India had time, talent and tenacity
to contribute to literature. But Sane

Curuji, who was an etnotiorral
iclealist and prolific writer, enriched
Marathi litera ture rvith his
memorable contributions throuS;h
no."'els, short stories, poetry,
biography, autobiography, clrama,
essir,y arrd translations. [{is 'Slryanrcli
,4ai' (Mother of Shyam), published
in 1935 broke all records of editions
(over 30 editions) auc'l sales itr
Maharashtra. Incidentally, the film,
based on this iurmortal novel and
produced by Acharya Atre, rvon the
President's gold medal in 1953, the
first year it was irrstituted.

Sane Guruji who loved
children, translated son'le classic
short stories and novels fronl
English, Chinese and Tauril
literature. Most of his non-fictional
books are translations of writings of
great persons like Mahatma Gandhi,
Parrdit Nehru, Tolstoy, Tagore, Will
l)urant and Dr. l{adhakrishnan.
Almost all books were penned by
hilrr in the jails of Maharashtra.
Wheu he was in Tiruchirapalli jail,
lre trarrslated'Kurnl' the Tamil epic
of Tiruvalluvar, fronr its English
version by S. S. Aiyar. Ile n'rote
dorvrr Virroba Bl'rave's lectures ou
the Blnguad Gifn delivered to the
irrmates of Dhule jail in i932. The
'Cita Praanchnne' proved to be a

classic conulentary written in lucid
N4arathi. As alr t'clt:ctic par
excellence, Cu ruji collected
innunrerable legends and ballads
and became the first critic of
subalterrr studies in Marathi.

Although a gifted journalist
rvhose topical writirrgs also carried
L:or itcnts rrI etcrnal r,'alLrc, hc stali.tJ
arrd eciitecl, rlot so successfull\/, s()nre
tr'r irrrli, ;r'ls llrtl 1,,' ir rt.'tt,,'t1tl,,'t,',1

tnrrsl lirt lris rrr,'r'klrr' \,rrlItrtttit' sl;trlr'rI
.,ri llrtli .\Lrgusi. li.),ll;. llre .iiiti;' atr.i .

irlrir-',-'tivr,'s sp,,'llerl rt'.rt l.)' Currrji in
thc Iollo,,i'iug t','or.ir;, t'rhalc tlr..

essellce of Liberalism:

"We have to bring in a new
e.ra. All must practise restraint.
Freedom does not mean licence.
It nrearrs responsibility. We nrust
understarrd ar.rd respect each
otirer. The florvering of cr-rlture
and humanity ns.cl a broacl
outlook and extensive syntpa tl'ry.

Our aim is to destroy elrmity and
inequality, to understand
problems of rvorkers and farnrers,
to colrvev the L'reau ty and
generosity of different religions
arrd cultures, and to describe the
brarre achievements of scietrce".

Curuji was publicly felicitated
at Mumbai in 1946 for his life-long
social, political and literary works.
A purse of Rupees One Lakh
received by hin on that occasiott
was prolrlptly given alvay for sclcial

causes.

He was elected to the highly
horroured post of the President of the
Akhil tsharatiya Marathi Saliitya
Sammelan at Pune in 1949. He
proposed in his presidential address
a novel conce1)t of 'Antnrblnrsti'
rvhich aimed at integrating the
relaticlns betlveert prorriuces atrd
bctrveen the provitrces and India. It
also desired fourrding of
'Visltutnblnrati' for developing
relatiorrs between India and the
lvorld, based on ten'lperance,
sympatlry and broad outlook. This
a()liccPt, trrtrtetl iir tlre lncliatt
tradition and culture, exprltrins the
nreanirrg of Indianttess.

For Sane Ctrrr.rji, urotherhocld
was the symbol of unmatched love
and comprassion. His extretne ltlve
for his orvrr nrotlter rvas extended
[()\\'llrJr; Iv4rrthr'r- lnt]ia arrtl l.,4othci

Worlrl. Ilis nal.ulal letrclettcy tvrts to
1i,., irillrr.tr,ll i() l(,t'rr,for lli.ii ii'1,i, l,

is trolrle tlr,trrtl ;ttttl ,'lt,trttrittl' ,trr,l
lrr lllllr',' tlli' ie ltgrL;;, r,i ltrt r-. .l l.
tlr.clar:t.tJ irr his flnrr.ris startza.that
"llrl lelirirn li,.:l; ir 1,,,,'in; lltc',i'hi,]ir
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world". His pious soul never
thought of himself or his near ones.
Vinoba Bl'rave rightly described him
as the last saint in the divine
traditiclns of Dnyaneshwar ancl
Tukaran-r.

By the middle of 1950, Guruji
thought of ending his life, as he
could no more bear the sight of the
power-hungry politicians, cc)n'upt
bureaucrats, tl're miserable plight of
the common people and the large
scale destruction of the principlc's
and values he cherished n'rost. He
ended his life by taking an overdose
of sleeping pills. He breathed his
last on llth June 1950. He r,r'as 51.

PROFESSOR V. C. PHADKE is retired
professor of Political Science and a

regular contribtrtor lo Freedont First.

Translations
by Sane Guruji, in Marathi:

Short Stories & Novels
Thomas Hardy - Mayor of Castlebridge
Victor Hugo - Les Miserables

Non-fictional
Pandit Nehru - Discovery of India
Will Durant - The Story of Philosophy

Writings of Kropotkin
Leo Tolstoy - What is Art?
Essays of Sister Nivedita
Sister Nivedita - Religion & Dharma
Dr. Radhakrishnan - Kalki, or the Future

of Civilisation
Mrs. Krishna Hutheesingh
Prof. Henry Amil - Amil's Journal
Dr. Henry Thomas - The Story of the

Human Race.

Some important biographies,
written by Sane Guruji, in Marathi:

G K Gokhale
Lokhitwadi
Sir Ashutosh Mukherji
lshwarchandra Vidyasagar
Shishirkumar Ghosh
Benjamin Franklin
Rabindranath Tagore
Vinoba Bhave

Chhatrapaii Shivaji
[.okanranya I-rlak

Panort Neirrur
[4.-.t.,r 4,..;

Abraham Lincoln
Itihasacharva Ralwade
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Arun Shourie's "Hawesting Our Souls"
A R"ioinder

Dr. Louella Lobo Prabhu describes herself as a
'Liberal Catholic". All those who have been following her

column in Freedom Firsf will heartily concur that her views

are 'Liberal' and her outlook is indeed 'catholic' - not so

much in the religious sense but in the broader sense, as

the Concise Oxford Dictionary tells us, "of wide sympathies,

broad-minded, tolerant." I have known Louella for four
decades and more when she I and were comrades-in-arms
in the Swatantra Party and I can personally vouch (if such

testimony is needed) that her commitment to Liberal values
is total.

She is also a devout Catholic, but not an uncritical
one, as the Mangalore clergy including the Bishop know.

She carries the description "Liberal Catholic" with ease,
and, even with pride. She is highly regarded by the Catholic
hierarchy and her advice often sought on secular matters'

ln recent months she has been much agitated by

Louella Lobo Prabhu

the violence against Christians of all denominations and

worried that the secular fabric of our society - perhaps the
one lasting legacy of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, is being

torn asunder. But nervousness has been added to her
agitation when she finds many in the ruling group spreading
"hatred against the minorities" more so when it is a person

of the stature of Arun Shourie.

Insight, the fortnightly which Louella edits (first with

her husband the late J.M.Lobo Prabhu) single-handedly
these last forty years and more, carries in its issue of 30th

June, 2000 a rejoinder to Arun Shourie's book "Harvesting

Our Souls". Freedom Firsf does not dabble in religious
disputes. But we do sit up and take notice when a minority
which has been living in close harmony wilh the majority
for hundreds of years, suddenly feels vulnerable and
threatened. Space constraints prevent us from publishing

the rejoinder in full. We share with our readers, extracts. -

Editor.

The dust-jacket of Mr. Arun
Shourie's book lists several titles he

has autl'rored. But l-ris rrost
successful best-sellers are those
where he seems to be lashing out at

a vulnerable class: Dalits, Muslims
(The World of Fatwahs), and
Christians - twice! His earlier book
was written when the Catholic
Bishops of India, (with extraordinary
bacl judgement irt nrv opinion).
irii,itecl hitu to otte of tlieir irteetirlgs

- doubtless, in the hctpe, that he

rvould appreciate the gesture! He

used this vantage position to crucify
the whole Christian cotutnuuity, in
general, and "the rnissionaries" in
particular.

I t lvould trttt be a l1

exirggt.t(ltl()ll t() saV tlrat Vl r'.

:rirtrLl ltr'5 r\( itt't.tt:irllr, (lll(l lll)
I. r','r, 1,',1,', .,t 'r,,. liilll.' '.'.' ,t.t!d.l'.':r:,
" " aa'

nlanv a diocesan priest. In general,'
l)roiestants (now the Chtrrches tlf the

Sor-r th;rtrd Nortli lrrtlia) atc r'u't'll

versed in the Bible, and the average

protestant lay-person probablY
knows the Scriptures better than the

Catholics do. Intelligent Catholics
should ruake up for this lacuua.
How sad, that this excePtional
scholarsl'rip, should be done - with
questionable motivation !

Surprisingly, only the oPening

and closing chapters deal rvith the

rash c,f an ti-Christii.rn ha;.,perrings,

that have occttrred, since the NDA
Goverument assumed office. He

disnrisses these as neaer hnuing
Inppened - nt aIIl According to Mr.
Shourie, there were "incidents" in
the Dangs; tlrere \ /ere local
Christians antollg the trutls rapecl in

Jhat'rua; llev. Crahanr Staines. rvas

r"igirtlv cttt clowtr; ot ratltet. lrttt ttetl ,

(ib lrls prto:,eiVltztttll bilLl!i..rt tlit'
lrvrrc,rr lr"il-..r! t11!lr,', fr11 'l'111' f1i1!

tlie rnairr tlrrust of fhe book, is less;

tri l,lritt'1'aSI the Nl.)A g<lrrerrrritent

irr thc Strtr', irtttl itt llte Celttrt'tlr,rtr

l,'rr:erlotrt I"it'sL,Jul v-'Scplctnher 2000

to strike at Judaeo-Christian-Scripture
itself! Tl'ris is done, by clubbing to
death, the proposition that tl'rere are

chronological errors, in the Synoptic
Gospels, and that the Gospel of St.

John, is some sort of aberration!

Mr. Shourie is ParticularlY
hard on Mary, stating that an error
in translation/deliberate accretion of
Churcl-r-teaching, with no
foundation in the Scriptttres, hrlve

changed the words "a Youllg
rvoman shall conceive ... iuttl "a
virgin shall conceive ..'" He is
factually right, that the dogn,as of the

Immaculate Conception, (not the

conception of Jestts, but of MarY
herself l); her "Assurnption into
heaven" are fairlv c()lltenlP()rary
clorlrrtas. I Ie .rlso l,roittts out, that if
jr:,tts tr (t (()llLtf)LIt)lr trl lvi.iL-y, Lly't'iru

I l.,t, q!.irlt, tlrr.rt tlr,. l''rrgtlr1'

genealogy of Jeous, tracing him back

to Abralraut., aud evetr Adaln, is

illcl.:r.,ittt, sirrce JoscPlr rvas trlrt his

27



llatural father. Periraps the intention
of the Evangelists, was to prove the

historicity of Jesus, since iu his
mortal life, he was kuowtl as the son

of Joseph, the carpenter. It was only
to those who recognized Hinr, for
lvho He was, during His lifetin're;
arrrci those rvho came to believe, after
the llesurrection, that His l'run"ran

allcL'stry would be irrelevaut. To the

Gentiles, it would, first of all, be

necessary to prove, tl're historicity of

Jesus; hence, perhaps, the lengthy
tracing of His ancestors.

As for his comt-uents or-r MarY,
it is true that the refereuces to Mary,
in the Gospels, are maddeningly
sparse. However, "The Hidden
Years", offer more than a possibility,
that Jesus learned a great deal from
His mother; and, that after the
Ilesurrection, she played an active
role, in the spread of tl're early
Church. Here too, the believer, nlakes

a leap of faith. But eveu the few
references to Mary, show her as a

humble servaltt of God, au eloquerrt
persoll; a stoic and courageotts soul,
who is at the foot of the Cross,
rvherrce all the Apostles, excePt

John, have fled. Jesus, first
denrurring, rvorks His first ntiracle
for her. He is cousciotts of her
presel'lce, near the Cross, when He
conrnteuds her and John, to each

other's mutual care. The portrait,
that emerges, frour the sparse
scriptural references, is that of atr

irrspririug rtrlc-tloclel fitr n'rrtuetr oi
all times; is relevaut, evett, for wottletl
of today. Mary, the servatrt of Cod;
the nrother of Jesus; tl're resourceful
wife who could flee with Joseph by
night, leaving Israel to sojourn in a

foreigrr land. These are tellirrg
images, thtrt take shape altrl forltl,
frorl rea'-lirrq tlre Scripttrres, tretweetr

tlre lirtt's.

II'" l' "'-" 1' rrrr Il" I rl'l. rr,i rrh.
'1-cstarrrcrri; .io tlie contpari.rtrvciy
rurcrcifui ciitelia'i-.,f tlrc "l.lcri"' ar.r

tlor"rlilv \\,elrunrc, tvlrerr orrt re.tcls
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Mr. Shourie's unlimited list of
"quotes" which, strung together,
make of Yal'rweh, a blood-thirsty
ogre, mercilessly cuttirrg dowu those

wlro deviate from fofnl beliet' ot' hinr.

Mr. Shourie of cottrse, tears out of
context, passages which show Jesus
nlanifesting tlte s.lnte intolerance
based o11 exclusivity! These
instances are rare. The Sermou on the

Moun$ The Lord's Prayer; the
Parable of the Good Samaritau,
constitute the kerrrel of a tnttch
gentler teacl'ring, which, if practiced
faithfully, by Christians, could have
changed the world. However, nten

are fallible. Their human failure, to
observe the demanding teaching of
universal love, does not discredit
what Jesus taught: the SonshiP of
Man, cominp; from the paternity of
a Universal Fatlrer, substauce of the

Lord's prayer. This worrderful
prayer, theoretically wipes out, all
class distinctions.

He has lumped all Christian
Missionaries together. This is rrot
correct. I am speaking, specifically,
for Catl'rolics: not Jehovah's
Witrresses; Baptists; Seventh Day
Adveutists, and the like. I believe, I

largelv reflect the thinking of the
Catholic hierarchy, and priesthood.
They do serve the poorest of the poor
with the omitrous cotlsequences/ we
have seen lately - all wl'ritewashed
by the tsJP establishtrrent, as false,

follort'irrg uritrinral enquirv, bv the

J usticu \\/.rtl lirv.r Ctrttttttir;is,'tt.

Accepting Mr. Shourie's
quotations frotrr s()me soLlrce
(perhaps rtot Catholics, but sonle
Christian "fringe-sect"), if it is wr(nrg
for a Christiatr hospice, to baprtize a

dying n1al1 or wolttall - h<lw is it,
thrrt thtrnks to a Christiarr
ui g.itriz.ttitrtr, [lrty .rrc ti1,'ilrg rr'illi
;.it;liii,, t,i,.lr i 'i ,'i'i,.i,trl ir,,i., i, lr,,

(l l.P! 'lS,

lf tlyirrg.rtlult:, (ll(: L(,tls( i()tlb.

as rlr:atlr apprrrlcltt's, I llerst,lralll'
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would ask if they wisll to have
n'rinistrations of a Pandit, or a

Mullah. If they are already in coma,
arrd no organization of their Faith
could minister to them, a little water,
and tl're words of Baptism, nlay llot
do harm, and may do some good -
if only in the CI'rrisitan belief!
Hindus and Muslirns should try,
:;tartirrg or running, one-hundredth
as n1any, institutions, of social
welfare, such as Christians havel
Everr if their nrotive is conversion -
tht'rse rvho object to conversiou
should rerlder equal service, and ven,
definitely, draw those classes, into
rnainstream Hinduism.

Two Lessons for Christians:

1. Their faith should not be the
ritual, of Sunday Catholicism.
"Protestants tend to know the
Bible, mucl'r better. lf a Hindu
can, in the time it took Mr.
Shourie to r.rrrite this book -
develop such mastery of the
subject, Christians could give
God - a bit more, than a urere
Sunday Mass! If an era of
persecution, should be abottt to

dawn, and Christians have to
suffer, perhaps die; then tliey
shotrld know trrore fttlly, n'hat
it is, that they must suffer, or die

for.

2. In "The Tribal World of Verrier
Elwirr", we call see that the
"mores" of tribals, compatible
,,r'ith their cttt'ir(;ttrtteltt, i1l'c

different, not ouly frotlr
Clrristian but perhaPs llindu
"ntores" - particr,rlarly in respect

of the tribal "Gotul". Here,
y()Lll'tg meu and wolnen, col'rabit,

by custttur attd cont'entiou, before

nrarriage. The "nlores" ol
tuiarriage, also have their orvtr

.irrg,r-r lar ities. it is altrrost
rlrrlrrr5slq,ir:, irrl ,i tiri',,i r,' i'tutrllt'
:r, llt)r,irr' rvrlitrtut,lilr-ilirll' ilis

distinctive tribaI birtkgroirnd.
i lre Church itl Atrica, faces ar

sirril.rr pt'oblell itt lcsIect of



polyganous n-rarriages.
Insisting on Christian
lnolloganrv there, would make
prostitutes, ttf womeu who are
rvives.

To the extellt possible,
conversions of tribals should leave
tribal family structures intact. My,
"to the extent possible ...." Is in fact,
almost impossible, as cardinal
precepts of Christianity, that a tribal
nrust accept, require that he should
align himself rvith his nerv brethren
in tl're faith, distancing himself from
his blood family. I agree witl-r Mr.
Shourie, that asking govemment for
extension to Scheduled Tribe
Christians, of facilities enjoyed by
other S.Ts is a copout for our own
failure. However, unlike caste, in
Hinduism, there is no 'Manuvad'
style metaphysical rationale for this.
The only argurnent in favour of
political concessions for S.C./S.T.
Christians (the very description is a
nrockerl, tlf "The Lord's Prayer"), is,

that Sikhs and Buddhists, do enjoy,
this forn'r of positive discrimination,
or affirurative actiou. For the
hierarchy of the Catholic Church, and
n-rissionaries - it is importatrt tl'rat
they integrate tl'rese "nerv converts"
into the Christian polity. As these
people have made the sacrifice, of
leavirrg their old familiar structures
behind, the Church olves them no
less!

Of course, politically such a
concession would cl'range electoral
arithn'retic! It, tl'rerefore, will not be
done. Hence the all-embracing need
for absorbing S.C. and S.T.s into the
whole fabric of Christian society.

In conclusiorr, Mr. Shourie
has received many gifts from God:
ar"r analytical mind; a "nose" for a

"hot" subject; a tremendous capacity
for pairrstaking research. Gerrerally
speaking, he does not follow the
Sherlock Holmes dictum, that one
can start, with a working hvpothesis:

But reach no conclusion, till all the
evidence is in.

Mr. Shourie starts with more
than a working hypotllesis: The
cclrrclusion is already in his mind,
as he shapes the evidence. Since he
is a Minister of tl-re NDA (not BJI,)
government and a Minister has been
defined as a "public servant", one
wonders, how, in terrns of his job-
category, and the provisiotrs of
Article 19, he can spout his beans
of violent hatred - against the
Mirrorities! This kind of book, could
have been written by him, as a

journalist and an author. Not as a
public-servant, who has sworn, in
his Oath of Office, to uphold,
preserve and protect India's secular
Constitution.

DR. LOUELLA LOBO PRABHU is
Member - Media, Mangalore Bishop's
Stecring Comrnittee for Protection of
Miniorities' Fundamental Rights; Senior
Member, Chair in Christianity (1986-
2001); a Spokesperson for the All India
Christian Council.
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Ramashray Prasad Choudhary
A Grandson's Tribute

Manuwant Kumar Choudhary

When it came to fighting corrupt bureaucrats and
politicians. The family spared no one, and was

always prepared to go even to the Supreme Court.
It is such families that governments fear.

My grarrdfather, Ramashray
Prasad Choudhary lived to be 103.

Fle used to cycle to to$'n and back
(Dalsirrgsarai in North Bihar) till he
was 85 and looked after the cinema
ancl far.rrily businesses till he lvas
101. When he cycled to towr"r, you
could spot him fronl a distance as

rvelvhizzed past him in ottr car. He
rvas steady, slorv alrd rode in a

straight line so nrttch sc'r that the

1'rcople in the area said that Babr-r

Saheb, as he rvas popularly called,
cor"rld cycle orr a railway track! I
inherited the 1934 tsSA cycle from my
grarrdfatl'rer.

f,1,,, gmnr'liather hatl it ttttrtrlrer
trt ol-rportnnities to go to Lingland, but
he did rrot do so because it was
corrsidered agaiust the Hindu
religiolr to travel abroad. No, rt'ltile
he was deeply religious he was not
orthodox. Ilather he lvas a great
lilreral. Ile stuclied Arabic in a

ttntl rts:;t till L--lal;:; 5 anrl tvht'n
Inglislr irt:c.rrrrt' ar) a[rsolutt:
ttc,tlt;;il" jir llr, r-. )iilt.:. lr, t;rrti lrl
ititrts.'ll liorv lo rr',rtl ,rnti rvt-il,'
i r,3lr.i',ii:r,Ui',1,,,jl 1.rlllrtri i:',-,i,1.
(^()llrs{,q fr,rr11 I ir11flrr1r

I 1,. rr',r" ,r l\r:li \,'l',,'llli,rrr.

Once rvhen he had to go to Bombay
since he was one of the nrembers of
an Advisory tsoard, he was put up
at the Taj Mahal Hotel. The nlanager
of the hotel was infornled that
evervolle was eating except one
person. The manager approached
him and Baba explained that he did
not eat in hotels. To which the
mallager replied tl'rat he could surely
eat fruits. He appreciated the service

of the Taj.

IIe livecl in a large I3ritish-
built bungalow, aptly called Burra
Bangla (Big l3ungalow). He had his
office alorrgside the butrgalow. It had
a large wooden office tatrle rvith
racks akrngside n'l.rr're files rvould
be kept. There rvere also large
Victorian cupboards all around, all
polished and shiny. But tltese did not
excite me, a child, as uruch as au iron
door at one end of the office. I alrvays

considered my grandfather to be the
rielit.t ttt.tit iir tlri: ir or lti. l'lris
Iocked inrrr doclr was ()r1e reasctn for
nre thinking stl. I thought it n'as sot.tte

kirrd of a safe, with money stacked
a\\'ay.

Orre day, I asked hirtr rvhether
I coulrl see rvhat lt.trs behind thtrt
,1oor. S,.rrirlisinglt', nry lial'.i iri lii:.
rrsual stVlt'c.rlletl i,rt tJ.rlgovitttl , ir
,,,r'. ,riil ,., iiilr. r.it, , I ii, ', r, ll,, I lr it i -l

.tli,rttl ivillt Iltt'Lrrttrt,rL,'.r' li;tlt.t tt,'t', t

:,itr Jllli't I .l I I'r'r', .ill [- . ] .. ),.)l I (i . lir,. r ;l,l li-

Itrt,rvrt. rtlrl ttran, slrrrrlrill'.' frotrr flr,'

lti1.:; ,r1-'1.1';1;e,.1. I l ' ,,rl li'.ril 
"'. 

jtlr l-,rl,r

it bttnt'lr ol l.r'\'s. I l:'r)lrr'rt(,'(i Ilt( lr'()ir

[i rtr' tl r tt t t Il i rs I . I t t i.,' -,\t' 1 t I r' t r t h,' r' 2()( )( )

door with some difficulty. It hadn't
been opened for quite sometinre. i
was in for another surprise. My
grandfather was not the richest rnan
I had tl-rought him to be.

The iron door led to an empty
room, vvith a few old cupboards.
There rve-re cobwebs all over and the
room hadn't been dusted. There was
rlo noney to be seen, only worn-out
moth-eaten files. Disappointed, I
returned home and told my mother
that nry' grarrelfather rvas r-tot the

richest man irr the world. My mother
told me that the money actually came

from those files. They were the
hundreds of cases m1, grarrdfather
had fought agairrst the govenrttrent
to get c()nlpellsation for sotrre
property that had been acquired. It
lvas not a pleasant revelation.

In 1928, he built the
Chhatradl'rari Uchch Vidyalaya, a

.-t,-irtitir.ttioriiil Iliglr S,. 1t,,.,,l. II i',,s
a beautiful building rvith a large
football ground in frorrt. AII his sons

str"rdied in the school. And, he did
not build the school to evade land
ceiling laws as many of the
politicians have dclue. There was uo

lirnd-ceilitrg act in 1928. Ile built it
l)!'r-alLlliu i,f his st,eial a()1tctilll. llrlld
lvlrat,-licl rhe g()\/enrlneltt of ft'ee
1,,,i;., ,1, .' li r,rii.,',.,1;,,',1 ;i 'i-lr'-

!,ir\r{ r lln\r,rrl lr.ls tr0i }rrrill I sirlf le

l,;a.,.,,,vi,.,r,1 iii i )'il:iii6,.ti.ii ..'ilrtt'
rt-r.17 Sr. il iyas n'illr l'l,r R.ttrtrsltrr\'-

".,I l., .t: t, ll,'6'-.-l'1,- - "Ill'lll'lli
ir.ttiL,:r.;lizr'tl it. !ir:'l''.r.1 .'l

;i1



nationalization aud promises of
compensatiou, rvhy can't the
govemnlent build desperatelY
needed nerv institutions rvith the
money? The governtrrent rvill nctt,

becarrse pr:rliticians are interested in
power, not people.

It explains the backwardness
of Bihar and Irrdia.

Yet, there have been moments
in tl're couutry's history lvhen Bihar
has shown the way. Even if it has
rrot succeeded in going all the way
it has definitely rekindled some hope
in tl'ris hopeless society. One sucl't
hope was the formation of the
Srvatantra Party. Founded by India's
f irst governor-general, C.
Rajagopalachari, it gave the slogan,
'Farm, Family and Freedom',
something much needed even today.

It promised a free nrarket
economy for India. Ramashray Babu
wholeheartedly supported it. He
everr ctlntested an election against
Satyanarayan Sinha, then India's
railway minister. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru campraignsd against
Il.amashray Babu. The railway
nrinister rvclrr through corrupt
electoral prractices. A case was filed
with the Electiorr Commission but
tl're case continued so lorrg that
Satyanarayan Sinha died and the
case was dismissed.

could meet Babasaheb only at 4 a.m.
since he had gone to bed as it was
past his bed-time. Tl-rough surprised,
I{ajaji did not mind this. h'rstead,
when Babusaheb opened his door at
4 a.m., Ilaiaji emerged from his roonr
as rvell.

Baba once told me that the
only leader he went to meet at a

railway station was Mahatt:ra
Garrdhi. Candhiji was passing
through Dalsingsarai and he would
make a brief appearance at the
Dalsingsarai railway station. A
lawyer friend accompanied Baba to
the railway statiorr. It was packed to
capacity with Corrgressmen - in their
white caps, sonrehow called Gandhi
lopi, though Gandhiji never wore it.
As the train came to a halt, Gandhiji
emerged, waved to the crowd. Baba

rvas irrtroduced to Gandhiji.
Gandhiji smilingly pointed towards
Baba's head, indirectly asking why
he was not wearirlg the white cap.
Even before Baba could reply,
Gancthiji picked a cap from a man's
head, smelt it and placed it back on
his head. The cap was l'lew and
everyone rvearing the cap had
bought orre only to inrpress Candhiji.
Irr other words, they were hypocrites.
The adnriration was mutual. Baba

admired Gandhiji, though he
despised Congressmen.

fighting corrupt bureaucrats aud
politicians. The family spared no
one, aud was always prepared to go
even to the Supreme Court. It is such
families that governruents fear.
During British rule, when India did
not have a Supreme Conrt,
Ilamashray Babu took a case right
upto the Privy Council in London.

The lawyer representing him
was no other than Mohammed Ali
Jinnah, a brilliant lawyer and later
founder of Pakistan. Whether it rvas

Karpoori Thakur or other socialist
leaders, I(amashray Babu
encouraS;ed a healthy opposition.
Though he was critical of the depths
to which the political system had
descended, he always cast his vote.
He did it first thing in the morning
on the day of voting. The booth-
grabbings took place after he had
cast his vote.

His interest in democracy was
not so much to do witl'r acquiring
po\ver or n'loney but because it was
a system meant to benefit the people.
But while he built a school, college,
a cinema hall, beautiful houses, a

rvell-planned town, the last fifteen
years were not his best. Fanril), feucls

bogged hinr.

I recall my father giving me a

Its.l lakh cheque to give to my tsaba.

It was from his unclaimed pensions
for his years in the tsihar Assenrbly.
lialra k,ok tlie.:lretlr.te arr,-i Lot tlrc iirsi
tiure gave it to his ll'laua,Ier sayirte,
"Don't give this ll1or1ey to irnyone,
It slrould be spent on nly fuueral".
An irrdiviciualist, he lived a sinrple
life irr the village, enjoyed etrriuent
friendships and achieved beyond
the expected Yet he trever travelecl
it-, an .lrirrplirric'. i lt' rr'\'ci li.rd sLlcl)

a tlesire tror tlte tteed. As for tlr<ltre\r,

r';,, !),,1'., \. .r! .,r,,,'1, r; i, I Ii.r ,.,,'"lrl,

Ila mashray Prasad
Chotrdharv lvas elected a nremlrer of

liatttashral, urlru tvr..: the i',rr:;: th.' i-':gi:;lirtii'c Ctiltncil in l9)22 and

to the first state conventicur of the later again irl'1932. It was durilrg
Swatarrtra I'artyheld at Dalsingsarai otle tlf his terurs that he got ar,

irr 1962. Leaders like urrusual reqtlest frotn a lower caste

I(ajagopalachari, M. I{. Masali, N. student that he rvanted to see the

G. Ranga, K. M. Munsl'ri and others proceedilrqs tlf the House and
attended. I{ajaii arrived at the warrted pertnissiotr. J'he sttrdent,
Dalsingsarai railrvay staticll at I Babtr lagiivan l(attt, whrr laler
a.rp. l{c vr,irs ilriye 1 irr ;r l,itckaltl t.ri l,'rtt-'itlttt, Irrtlia's rleftlttt e trrirrister
to tlrr.: lttrrr!I,rlorv rvitli lrrrlitr.i:.:.(.(ii i, j.rgirr.rri ii.ittr ;tlrvitvs lrelrl
i , l',,,,;. :'.,.1 l -, i; ., .,..,,..iir, . r\(,r,rL,,.rr ,r. i,,ri,,-r ,,r Ii,,'jrtllr t.'Stlt'lll \\.,r:, it] llir.r,rgil,,

(,1.it.,,,; ()r, i,i. ,,,,iu.,i rt ,ir,' rrr'r' rrll'r1 '.'':t' .'ll"r,':':l 
rl ljllr.:l'. .Nfli. IVTANUWANT KUMAI{

blrtrgiriow, he asked whether he '. a,,.',-,,.,1,.niar1 n 1uu,,,.,iirr, i. .,,.,"i,iry
rirLrlcl trret:t iiarrraslrr.ry Bairtr - lrrs Ilis tiescrrlrttrrtr of li.1[r"r 11'115 ,, ,,,1rr,yIr,r rrirlr \lT)'l'\, i, itr, I'rtrr.:

[9s1. Iip rr,irs lrrlrrt-rpIi,1, t1rlr] th,rt lrl, I'tt;llt. r':;1r,.'l'i.rllt u'lr,'il jt t'itlrtt' ll llttre.rtt.

l,'t'ct)rlr trrt. liit'st.,l ttl..v-Scptettiliar 200o
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A housing loan lrom HDFC is the pedect

way to take home a higher salary. This is

how it works :

When you take a housing loan, allyou have

to do is submit FORM 12-C alongwith your

tax certificate lor interest on housing loan

lo your employer. He in turn would be able

to allow you the tax benelit at source while

computing your taxable income on your

salary. Thus your monthly tax liability is now

lower bythe amount of tax you have saved,

resulting in a higher net take home salary

foryou... simple, isn't it !

Add to all this, your higher
take home salary makes you also

eligible for a higher loan f rom HDFC!

What's more, HDFC's interest rates are at

a '|g-year low, and with property prices

having dropped considerably, can you afford

to wait to realise your housing dream?
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India-LJ.S. Relations
A Dialogue of the Deaf

India's Nuclear

The 1960's and 1970's were
decades of much intellectual fern'rent
and a lot of new beginrrings in
several lvalks of life. The fervent plea
for a New International Economic
Order (NIEO) in tune with what was
believed to be an emerging new
global political order was one such
hopeful and positive pointer to a

better World. There was also talk of
a new World Information Order.
These impassioned pleas made
waves for a while. But, the so-called
North-South dialogue degenerated
into the proverbial "dialogue of the
deaf" rather quickly. Botl'r sides knerv
fully well what the other side was
driving at. Yet each side sang its
own song, while tl're other side did
not bother to cven to hear, let alone
listen! Neither side wanted tt'r

understand the concerns and the
tribulations of the other.

The contours of the conceptual
clash and the fundamental fissure
between the US (the nuclear llaves)
lnC Inrlia (tho nuclear have-ncrts) ar'.:

clear, real trnd seeming,ly
recor-rcilable. Irrdia ir.rsisted theu and
insists today tha t r.ruclear
proliferatiorr involved in the endless
search for "bigger bontbs for the
buck" by the nuclear haves and the
developnrellt atld deploylnent of
"11r,r,,\"' ancl "inrprrlrrecl" bonrbs by
tlrose lvho;rre alleady armed to the
l,,i'l h (t's1.r"'i-irllr,' thr' I lS) ir; r1,:1r rlll.,'
if Irot nrort', clartticrotrs to tlte r.."'orltl

.,ls i.] \\'li()i(' than tirc s}.fr.r,-1 {rl !ltcl('iu
\^fcaD()ns to new rratirins. The Big
llivr', 1'sp,'1.i1ll1,tlre [ ]S. lra,l rrrr rillIt
ttr PIit)' hlt'trc rvilh tltt' clcstirries ot

B. Ramesh Babu

Programme is as old as the Indian Republic

n'rankind in the name of ensuring
their own national security.

Dubious Distinction

Even as the nuclear haves
(especially the US) armed themselves,
as far as the other nations were
concerned, they had a very clear
policy and doctrine, "disarm the
unarmed " ! The justification offered
for such a "holier than thou" posture
is indeed untenable and
preposterous. If the nuclear weapons
fall into the hands of "irresponsible"
leaders of the so-called rogue states,
US leaders argue, the world will
become a very dangerous place to
live in. Extraordinary indeed! But
one thing is clearly rooted in fact and
witrressed by history. The United
States is the ouly country that
actually dropped atom bombs on the
enemy's defenceless millions. No
other nation can claim this dubious
distinction!

At this stage, one lu(ire
f undanrental quarrel between Inelia
and the USA needs to be brought in.
Not only did NPT in'rpose unequal
obligations on the nuclear haves and
have-nots, but the weapon states did
rrot comply with its key stipulatiorrs
on technology trarrsfer and know-
horv in lranressing the atont to nleet
thc errergy needs of lroor ctruntries.
'l-ht, ntassivt' t;rr-t is tlrat tlre I iS ;rnri
iltht,r' tttrr'leilf \\,eill){)ll states llp\/t'r

'.,,' i.,r .', I I r.. ', ,,1, '. irl- rl..I.r( tt(rf \r ,,, .,,,,,1,r\ r! l.rr {ll.

stiptrlaiions. This is certainly arr

integral 1.rart of tht' Anrcricirn (atrd
VVcstt'rrr) polict' oI tcchrrokrgv tlt'rriaI

l,'rt i:dottt l"irst J tt !)'-St,1ttctriltt r !000

in general and nuclear and nrissile
technology denial in particular to
the less advanced countries. ln
India, this is seen as a continuatior-r
of the old colonial n'rir-rd-set seeking
to perpetuate domination through
other means.

One final key constituent
elernent of India-US discord on
proliferation is the adamant refusal
of the Big Five, especially the US, to
link the NPT, CTBT etc. tc nuclear
disarmanrent in any form or n'lanner
whatsoever. SALT and START were
not disarmanrent measures. Thev
either limited or sought to lirnit
weapons of mass destruction or
dismantling of bombs or n"rissiles did
not occur or it so miniscule as not
to merit even passing mention. The
awesonle arsenal of the US is capable
of destroying the planet earth several
thousand times.

Pokhran II and Clinton
The series of underground

trrtclear tests condrrcted hv India ort

1l and 13 May i99ti at I'okhr.rn
certainly represent a landmark in
India's nuclear history. The whole
world was shocked beyond belief.It
seemed out of character for India, a

country that preached disarn.rament
day irr and day out for so long. Pa-
kistan follorved suit immediatelv
with ;.r series of trnclergnlturd tests
;lrr,l c,trtvr'rrit'lrfllr lrl;1y-11q'd Itrditr for
escirlatttrg the arrtrs race ttl tlre strb-
r,i,triii,t'tll. lir',r, ii,rit l,, lhr-' Irrdi.rlr k'sts

a.oun.i the worid was swift and
nrostlv rangr',1 fronr nc'gative to verv
lros tilt'.



Hostile responses from the US

were naturally expected by the
Indian Government. The U.S.
administration was so completely
taken aback that it felt cheated and
outsmarted. It was sullen, resentful
and felt deeply frustrated. A high
level inquiry was ordered into how
the CIA and the wide anay of spy
satellites hovering around the earth
round the clock failed to detect the
enormous activity that must have
preceded the series of five explosions
spread over two days at the old test
site in the Rajasthan desert.

Russia was also critical of
India, but did not condemn the tests.

It declared that the long-standing
and exterrsive military co-operation
with lndia will continue uninter-
rupted. Russia was critical of
Pakistan and China and held thenl
responsible for the deteriorating
security environment in South Asia.
Many countries in Europe and a

large number of the non-aligned
nations of Asia and Africa were
critical of Indian tests and regretted
them. But they also appreciated
India's security concerns and other
compulsions that led to the nuclear
tests.

A National Policy

India's nuclear programme is
as old as the Indian republic. Dr.
Homi J. Bhabha, the founding father
of the citttntr)"s trucJear progranltlte,
convirrced Prime Minister Nehru of
the crucial importance of developing
nuclear energy to keep lndia abreast
of the world in this vital field. He laid
out a three-stage long term plan to
lead India from the U-235 reactors
to plutonium based fast breeder
(fission-frrsion-fission chairr) react-
ors, an unending and self-sustaining
cyclt: rlf energv gerreration that does
not lrc'ed additional supplies of ftrel!

lndia did riot clioose to
exercise its nuclear option lightly. It
contirrued to inch torvards tht:
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threshold steadily under successive
governments. Prime Minister Atal
Billari Vajpayee was the one who
gave the final order to take the
plunge.

ln7974,Indira Gandhi did not
seek national cotrseusus on the first
test, nor did she take other parties
into confidence. She took the plunge
and the nation was solidly behind
her. Pokhran II received evell more
overwhelming and enthusiastic
support from the people.

Bad Diplomacy

However, the BJI'-led
government was vulnerable on the
democratic front and in the
culmination of India's foreign policy
in tl-re immediate aftermath of the
tests. Home Minister L. K. Advani's
sabre rattling was misplaced and ill-
conceived. Defence Minister George
Fernandes deserves kudos for
bringing into the open the facts of
life regarding the security threat
posed by China. The cat was out of
the bag, so to say. For a long time,
the reality of a hostile China artned
with nuclear weapons and long
range missiles, colluding with
Pakistan and clandestinely
transferring nuclear weapons and
missile technologies to our historical
adversary, and ganging up with
other nations to keep India out clf the
Security Council was dealt with kid
gloves. After all, China is a big
power arrd is in effective occupation
of thousands of square miles of
Indian territory along tl"re Himalayan
borders since 1962. It is meaningless
and unrealistic to underplay this
massive fact of life and its
implications for India's security
envirt.rn rnerr t.

Prc-rc,rrrisifec for' " Rr',.i

ln nrt!"(\sLrect, !t -qeenrs that tht:

earliest si$rrs of .the toughehirrg of
India's 1-rositiorr <ln CTtsT'were to be

founci in the negriLiatirrs at Cettcrra

FrectJom First,lulv'Septetrtbcr 2000

in 1996. Arundhati Ghose refused to
be cowed down and brow beaten by
the Big Five and a battery of other
nations chaurpioning non-
proliferation. She declared
unequivocally that the CTBT in its
"present" form was sirnply
unacceptable to tl're country.

India could not have
accomplished tl're Herculean task at
Geneva unless Arundhati Ghose's
brief was clear and categorical. Once
the US realized that India meant
business arrd will insist on linkage
with a disarmament time table of
some sort, the hard ball negotiations
between the two countries began in
earnest. [t was tough, has been tough
and will continue to be tough. If the
U.S. persists in its blind refusal to
respond to the genuine security
concerlls of India, the dialogue of
the deaf will become even less of a
dialogue and compel India to become

even nrore deaf.

The USA, now the lone super
power, must acknowledge "certain
facts of life" and address the
follorving issues honestly and fairly:
(a) India is a declared nuclear power
and the genie can't be put back in
the bottle. Whether the US and others
in her camp or outside recognize or
not, India is a nuclear weapon state.
(b) India will decide what its security
requirements are and will not give
up its sovereign right to define them
the n'ay it sees fit. (c) lndia's nurclear

and n'rissile programmes are
indigenous, self-reliant and will
continue as per its judgement to lneet
its national security needs aud
priorities. If the US and others don't
like it, that is too bad. (d) As Prime
Minister Atal Bihari VajpaYee
reiterated several times, India
regards nuclear bonr[rs as weaPol'ts
(,1 dutcl lclrLtr. lI wtli ttct,er Lre tlre iirst
to ns,: tlrenr agairrst uuclear weaPol-l

states. India will.not use them at all
against uon-nttclear states. (e) China

is trtr itrescapable and integral part



' This article rvas lvritten in the sccond lveck
of May 2000.

The Impact of Clinton's Visit
Nitin G. Raut

The U.S. has tacitly accepted India as a power to be reckoned with in South Asia

of any t-rreaningf ul securitY
dispensation in South Asia. (0 Chirra

and Pakistarr have developed their
nnclear capacities clandestinely. (g)

China is and has been clandestinely
transferritrg rruclear and missile
technokrgies to Pakistan. (h) Tlte US

is frrlly aware of these facts, but
refuses to officially acknowledge
them as such because it uever
rvanted to take the logical rrext steps
required to be taken against them

U.S. President Bill Clinton's
visit to India in Marcl'r, 2000, the first
try a U.S. President in twenty two
years/ was billed by political pundits
as the visit of a lameduck President,
considering that his second term
ends this year. The reality is that for
the U.S. lndia did not figure at all
in his first term. Coinciderrtally or
incidentally, the contours of India's
cnrergence as a potential nrarket and
a credible regional power also began
to take shape in the rnid-1990s as

also the realisation of India as a
prospective ftrture ally.

The Ciinton visit to lndia did
not take place under the shadow of
the I)okhran Il blast, wl'rich had
soured Indo-U.S. relations. On the
contrary, even the vexed issue of
signing the Conrprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) was almost a 'norl-
issr,re' in tlre .-'rrrergirrg Irrdo-t).S
relations clriven nrore' by urarket
fr'rrt'es atrd irrfotr'clr,..corrornir:s A lqo
tht, r'efusal ot the U.5. Corrgress to
r.riiff ilre (.'T'li.T',rtlvt:r-eiy ,rfle, it..l tii.-
Clintorr Admirristration's rnoral
atrtltoritv to sernrorrize on nnclear

Prolifet'a tioll.

according to its orvn laws. (i) Tlie
stlrctions failed nriserably. They have

adversely affected ludia itr sorne

sectors. But, lndia has overcome the
clifficulties and will not be swayed
away frorn its choserr policies in this
vital area of the nation's security. (f)

Progress ol'r CTtsT and llon-
proliferation is vitally linked to
progress on disannartlent ou tlre part
of the Big Five.

Unless the US is n,illing,
ready and able to accept these
furrdamental realities orr the ground,
I believe, there can be no progress in
the India-US dialogue o11 non-
proliferation, CTBT, NPT, etc.

MIt. B. RAIVIESFI BABU is former Head
of the Departurent of Civics and Politics,
University of Bombay, and Senior
Academic Fcllow in International
Relations, Arnerican Research Studies
Centre, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Expectations

Prime Mirrister A. B.

Vajpayee's expectation that the U.S.
rvoulcl errdorse India's strategic and
political pre-eminence in the context
of the United States' global
perception did not obviously make
opeu headway. Doing so would
tantamount to ditching Pakistan -
a step the U.S. is not in a hurry to
take.

It is however evident that the
U.S. has tacitly accepted India as a

power to be reckoned with in South
Asia. It rvas u,itli U.5. ap1-rroi'al thai
lndia dispatched its naval arurada
to pre-empt a c<>up bid irr the
Maldives a few years ago as also the
Indian Peace Keeping Force ir-r Sri
Larrka. Even India's present
diplonratic ipitiative in Sri Lanka is
a corrtinuati<ln of tltis tacit
t:n(lorstlr.rtett t.

( lrntorr urrrlertook tlrc Marcir
z(ltl(, vtsll t() lnrlt,l , n(r( illclL'l\,
lrtl-.ri::;.t i:f .r Lre lrtril I,l.S. rt'lli.zatio:r
of hidia's strategic irrrportance. lndia,
with around a six prer ceut grorvth
rirtc - tlrc liighest in South Asia - its

ltrecclorn tr'irst,luly-September 2000

rapidly burgeoning infotech
industry and with about 1.5 million
jobs in the U.S. dependent on U.S.
products and service investnrents in
India, the visit was as crucial to the
U.S. as to India.

Improving Relations

ln the new improved Indo.U.S.
relations, Indian Americans have
played an important role. The 1.2
million strolrg Indian Americans, the
third largest ethnic Asian group after
the Chinese and the Phillipinos. The
average anrrual earrrings of Indian
Americans in the U.S. is $50,000 as

against the U.S. average incoure of
U.S.$33,000. In the States of
California, New York, Illinois and
New Jersey, Indian Americans have
built a strong political constituency
and lrave aggressively lt>bbied for
India. In fact, tlrere are half a dozen
l ncj iar.rs occupvirr g electoral of fices

ln the State ilottses of
Itelrtrst'ttt.rttvr's. i It. lrrLll(llI L(ltlcLlr
i,' ll',, I I ( I'r,r..trrrcs rq I l5.itf{tn1''' 11'

and iricludes sucli leaders as Sehator
Sam Brownback, Chairuratl of the

irowc'rftrl Senatc I;oreign Ilela tiottl;

.t/
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Sub-Comurittee on South Asia and
Congressuran Gary Ackerman, a
bitter critic of Communist China and
supporter of Tibetan freedom. The
Indian lobby is also making efforts
to have the sanctions lifted before
Prime Minister Vajpayee's September
2000 visit.

U.S. Priorities

The U.S. administration of
course has its own priorities. And
in this unipolar world, diplomatic
tact demands that India reconcile its
national self-interest with U.S. policy.
For this India should cultivate both
the Republicans and the Democrats
as unlike dornestic policy, there is
convergence of views on U.S. foreign
policy between the Republicans and
the Democrats. In dealing with Indo-
U.S. relations, it must be noted that
on issues like Kashmir, the U.S. is
not necessarily going to consider the
rights and the wrongs of the
problem. What h'rdia needs to do is
to adopt arl appropriate policy to
align with the U.S. to combat
terrorism and deepen Indo-U.S.
econolnic ties. Economic diplornacy
rvill pltry a cruciirl role in thrvarting
I)akistan's plans in Jammu &
Kashmir. The recent visit of Home
Minister, L. K. Advani, to Israel,
Frarrce and Portugal is an extension
of Clinton's visit and is an effort to
achieve worldwide coordination to
L()l nL)rl [ [erlot'isltr,

Tactless Remarks

In the art of diplomatic
finesse, India is yet to learn some
elemerrtary lessorrs. The recent visit
of l)resident K. I{. Narayanan to
China in June 2000 may l.rave had
tlre legitirnate irbjt:ctive of iurproylllg
ti"s n'ith ('hilra. \\/hile stressing tltt,
I I I t,l

i " r' 
I I r'

...: r .!. :.. l)..i::.\.. rl. ,ll +....rl'lr11/ Lrr\ \\.,r ,

rejection trl "ovellordship. by any orrc
ll.ltir)ll (,i gl()irp ttf natir;n:;" a cli:irr'
l,'lcr(,n(re trr tlie U.S. * !\1il5 .ur .l( [ ( )[

cl iPl1r111111l.' iurbccility. lt rvill nrake

,39

China no more friendly or unfriendly
than what it is today. On the confrary,
it will rile the U.S. at this crucial
juncture of a breakthrougl'r in Indo-
U.S. relations. Rather than the futility
of bending backwards to appease
China, India sllould closely watcl'r
the patterrls of U.S.-China
relationships. Will the U.S. accept
China as a strategic partuer or
perceive it as a future threat to its
global leadership? It is here that
Indian diplomacy's nrettle will be
tested. In the current context, India
will have to aim at strategic
coopera tion if not a strategic
partnersl'rip. It is long term
diplomacy which will have to be
executed with 6lan and sagacity.

Common Agenda

The issue of nuclear
proliferation is rro doubt a thorny
one although the present focus is
more on cooperation than ot'r

differences. The U.S. Assistarrce
Secretary of State, Karl Fredrick
Inderfurth has described the present
upbeat in Indo-U.S. relations as a
transition fronr "estranged
denrocracies " to "errgaged
democracies". It is a pir,otal change
in U.S. policy perception. Clinton's
visit has resulted in India and the
U.S. agreeing to work togetl"rer on
combating terrorism, nuclear export
regulation and economic issues. Tl're
r isit lt,,,l to tlrc t..'l.il'rlislinreirt .if ir

Federal Bureau of lnvestigatiorr (Ftsl)

of f ice in Nevr, Delhi. This is
impr>rtant, because though the U.S.

n'lay n()t have charrged its statrd on
nuclear proliferation there is a

perceptible change in the U.S.
attitude. There is a growirrg
itttcletstantlirrp, .,I Irtdia's secrrlit';
rreetls ;r ncJ itrsl i ficir t iorr for tl itrirnrt ttr
, r,,,lil 'i', 

rrtr, lr,,i, rlplt,r rlrr, r'

I I', llt., r ll< I lrr.!, r

rvlr i lr. strt'ssirr gs i ts d iscri nr iira torrr'
r1rtrri.,', lt:rc ll lrir;$i;;hl f h,' f-!rirr,r
I';rkistarr axis iirrr'l tltt'ir ttuci,.'rtr

l,'rccrlotn I,'it :;!,1i.1,,,\,.1ttttrtltr J0()(.)

collaboration. The signing of the
CTBT has to be linked to the
normalization of relations with
China and Pakistan, as also India's
legitimate claim to a seat in the U.N.
Security Council. The U.S. nust also
realize that though communism has

collapsed in Europe, Asia is yet to
rid itself of that scourge. India, as

Asia's leading denocracy, cannot
abdicate its responsibility as a

bulwark against communism and
totalitarianism by compromising its
security requirements.

Speaking about the prospect
of a permanent seat for India in the
U.N. Security Council, the U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State,
Inderfurth, said: "We recognize the
case that India is making for a

pemranent membership based on its
size, democracy, contribution to the
U.N. including peacekeeping. We
have said that for these reasons, we
will give serious consideration. We
believe that India can further
enhance its case for membership by
moving towards the international
conrnrunity on an issue like non-
proliferation."

A Genuine Effort

The Clinton-Vajpayee meet
can be best summarized as a genuine
effort to understand each other's
compulsions and predicaments
r,,.hich hithcrto !racl irc','ei lrcer,
addressed.'l'he transition frclnr
estranged denrocracies to engaged
democracies singularly bekrngs tcr

Prime Minister Vajpayee and
President Clinton. Both India and the
U.S. have become business-like and
are showing a willingness to urake

irra gnra tic conrpronrist:r;.
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DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS
AND THE RULE OFLAW, ESSAYS
IN HONOUR OF NANI
PALKHIVALA edited by Venkat
Iyer, Butterworths India, C-77A,
Malaviya Nagar, New Delhi 770077;
2000; pp.276; Rs.425.

NANI PALKHIVALA, SELECTED
WRITINGS edited by L. M. Singhvi,
M. R. Pai, S. Ramakrishnan; Viking/
Bhavan's Book University; 1999;
pp.330; Rs.395.

area in the Constitution. The Fathers
of the Constitution inveighed against
this but in vain. Their
apprehensions were fully borne out
by tlre infamous emergerlcy of 7975.
The attack on the opposition and the
press, the assault on the judiciary
and on the Constitution are dwelt
upon in detail. It was the most
glorious period of the State Courts
and an inglorious one for the
Supreme Court. In this
comprehensive study, Anil Diwan
reminds us that the Indian public has
forgotten the evil days of 7975-77
and they cannot be sufficiently
reminded of this dark period to
prevent its recrudescence.

Justice Sujata Manohar has
drawn attention to various decisions
of Courb which elucidated the nature
of the rights implicit in the clauses
of the Corrstitution arrd drert' on the
implications for the enlargement of
the connotations of the clauses. She
also sounds a note of caution that
trying to cover too much (under
Article 21) which are not "readily

fusticiable or enforceable" may lead
"to trivilization of the courts'
pronouncenents. It may even
promote the habit of ignoring
iudicial orders" (p.1a8).

Cnc of thc areas rvhcrc the
judiciary has acted most creatively
in meeting the challenges of
contemporary social problems is in
the developnrent of Public Interest
Litigation. This has remained one of
the most creative of the activities clf

the Courts and unforeseen
potr:ntialities of redress as r^,'ell as

correctirrg wrongs have been
r --.r'rlllt',J lrv n'lilt:tl Chir'f Irrsticc lt.
Sl. I'.rthirk. J'he irrr'lir:iart'has beetr

$l'r)r,1 1,.1 lll'.cirariging its statttl (]rt

issros and rvlrat r.tras permissible in
Jir'.'r'.r l.'-'-'Lrrrtcs ttrt.rr:,:t:ptah'le at

i.rrtotlrer trttd in tltis proctlss, tlre rtlle
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Reviewed by
Dr. R. Srinivasan

Shri Venkat Iyer has done a
valuable service to the cause of
Liberalisnr in India, by editing a

festschrift for Nani Palkhvala on his
attaining his eightieth year. It
celebrates his invaluable
contribution to the fostering and
guarding of liberal values and for
elucidatirrg the inner strengths and
tlcrnrrcratic viyaciousrress in thtr
Indian Constitution.

The contribution of the
iudiciary to the furtherance of
democratic institutions is narrated
by Fali Nariman. He reminds us that
the terrdency to keep the judiciary
tttrdt'r lt:aslr was as mtrch a part of
the executive cluring the daVs of the
Fiast lrrclirr (-otr1p1111' as ,.rf

c()11 tL'llrp()rary tinres. C)nl\,, the
{t l.r l rl i.t r rs li. I I r,,. l;t t'r' rr, t,r t, i r. rr.r rrr I ir.,

be restiire of anv attenrpts at
nruzzlinr thenr arrrl forrrrhl
tetr a r'iousl_\' for thti r in tlePerrcl errt e.

Apart fronl Chagla in the Bonlbay
High Court wl'ro maintained the
highest standards, Nariman
reminds us of the high standards set

by J.l. Mukherjea, Khanna, Krishna
Iyer, D. P. Madon, each one of whom
boldly stood for principles, ruffling
the feathers of the Executive. Subba
Rao's far-sightedness on many a
!rtrlrlic questioIr has l.teen attelrd,-'t'l
in ahnost every article.

Preventive Detention has
remained one of the darker aspects
of den'rocratic politics in India; Atul
Setalvad argues that the courts have
not beerr able to effectively "lessen
the harshness" of detentiorrs The
executive has resortecl to preventive
dr,'tentiorr r.rn flirtrs\r lgrotrrr,ls arrrl tlr,,
neeci rs t<lr the c()Llrts to re.u,itlrv suclr
tlelrrrlirrri5. Arl(l [lrt:sr:.r]r 1s1 rI lrlyrrrr,i
tlre p1rryisry of the courts. Apart fr<rnr

lrreverr titrt' dcten I ion. th" .lrnurtl,'t,,-.t
p()\\,crs too liavt: r'enrairrecl a [lrr-'-]'

Frc.dotrt lrr rst,lttl.t'-Se;tltt rrthcr 2()00
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of dissenting oPinions (here, as in
U.S. judicial history) has remained
significant. Professor Sathe covers

this, and the sea-change in decisions

cornpared to the Gopalan case (1950)

and the Maneka Gandhi Case (197B)

has been entirely due to the role of
dissenting judgements. A minority
opinion gradually becomes the
orthodoxy. HidaYatullal'r, H. R.

I(hanna, have renained great
dissenters as have been Fazal Ali
and Subba Rao.

Soli Sorabjee with great
lucidity and lightltess of touch
exanrirres one area of which not
nruclr by way of commentarY is

available to the average Indian. This

is the imperative to give reasons by
adrniuistrators for decisions taken

by them. He covers a wide ground
of comparative law and educates us

irr this new aspect of legal and
constitutional development.

Of the n'rany legal battles that
Palkhivala undertook, his
contribution to the doctrine of the
Basic Structure of the Constitution
has been regarded as enduring. It is
likely that in the legal and
constitutional annals of
independent India, his uame will be

imperishably associated with this
doctrine. Ashok Desai examines the

complexities involved in the coI'rtext

of the famous Kesavananda case

n'hich hacl political reverttera tiotrs.

"On 10 Nov 1975, at the height of
the Emergency, Ray C. J. constitr"rted

a bench of 13 ludges to reconsider
the decision in Kesaaananda. Nani
Palkhivala's submissions, opposing
such recortsideration, marked his
finest hour in forensic eloquence. He
alluded to tl're interveuit'rg evellts
and the court's salutory .tpplicelti()ll
tri tlrr Lr.rslt stt uctutc ul i,iriitii .,.it.tii,i.

lli: jttstrtrerl hrs artqrtnrelrls ir,\'

ieference to the particulai excesses

of tlre Emergency, itrcludirrg the
abrtigatiott of ftttrdirtletrtaI rights arrcl

the absence of anY effective
opposition in Parliament. The Court
accepted his plea and declined to
review the decision" .(P.87).

The dochine is definitelY anti-

populist and there is a grey area of
ambiguity where a iudge can "mould

the Constitution ir-r his own image"
(p.90). The need for the naioritY to
be curbed to "protect the civilized
existence of the minorities
(remains) .. one of the pernranent
dilemnas of any democracy which
pennits freedoms that are capable of
destroying other freedoms. The
majority can always seek to legislate
to deprive the minority of its civil
rights. A Constitution can be a barrier
and a powerful barrier against such

moves because, without it, the ruling
establishment is dePrived of its
legitimacy. The search for those
depriving elements of the Irrdian
Constitution will doubtless Pre-
occupy us for some Years to come,
and as long as it does so, we will
be constantly reminded of Nani
Palkhivala's immenselY rich
contribution to Indian Constitutional
Law". (p.91).

I'alkhivala's en'rphasizing the
basic structure recalls tl're famous
position of John Locke in the Second

Treatise on Government (1689)

which contains a succinct
presentation of Western liberalism.
Though there have been difficulties
ir.r zeroing itr o11 the exact
constituents of the Basic Structure (for

there are differences among the
proponents) yet the generallY
accepted consensus goes back to the

famous Natural Law doctrine of
Westem philosophy.

Palkl'rivala's advocacY of a

Presiclentiirl systerlr has trot had
:;irrriial (iLLe1,i.ili.r: ii,:i.,''
lia rtratlr.rtttlt.tii li.rr .,].,-n,,t..1 ai,

entlre essay; ' l he llertls ol
I)resiclentialisnr' rvhich i-
cort v itrcitr g.

tr'r'eeclonr l;it'st Juh-September 2000

The dazzling personalitY of
Palkhivala arld his many sided
achievements have been admirablY
covered by Tehn,tan Andhyarujina.
Palkhivala's strength has been that
of persuasive advocacY, Presented
with great clarity. His remarkable
and quick grasp of the intricacies of
a problem was put to service in
fighting many cases of public
interest. His apparent setback in the

Bank Nationalisation Case bY

parliamentary amendment Yet was
to have a lasting imPort in the
development of the philosophy of the

process of law, "Although the
aftermath of the Bank
Nationalisation Case was a setback
for Palkhivala, the law laid down by
the Supreme Court in that case

proved to be the foundation of the

most fruitful development in Indian
Constitutional Law, namely, the
introduction of "due Process" in the

area of personal liberty guaranteed
by Article 21 of the Constitution."

One cannot do better in
summing up the character of Nani
Palkhivala than what was said of
Beethoven. "He traversed all, he

comprehended everything. He who
follows him cannot continue; he

rnust begin anew, for his predecessor

ended only where art ends". (P.i1).

Selected Writings

It is appropriate that a

collr:ctirrrr 1'f tlre rvritings ,ri
Palkhivala should have been brought
out l'row to remind a Younger
generation of his abiding writings
relating to life, education, religion,
public policy and the Constitution'
Several things that he penned in his
books have a timelessness for Indian
conditions arrd these treed to be

leiterated rlow tl'iore than at ally tinrtl
e.iiiiei. i;t't iii.-' r,priiir r;i liir:r.riirrrr .rr'

ireirrrl 1rr.rr or-l i witir qLrsit,.rttci iire
hew citizens have to be educated t-r.n

basic principles; orte a,,,',t.ii hav'e .t

bctter persotl to take the t'orttrget'



gerleratiorl by hand and guide them
on a conducted tour of values.

Even more than his writings,
and words, his life itself is an
example of high ideals realised and
noble purposes pursued relentlessly
and the biographical sketch is an
admirable exercise; the many-sided
splendour of Palkhivala comes
through this memorably.

The popular perception of
Palkihvala is that of a champion of
the values of Constitutional
liberalism; of his battling against the

shibboletl'rs of socialism, his
charnpioning of a robust n'ronetary
policy that would accelerate
economic development. There are
sections of the book concentrating on
these and one cannot but read them
again and again. But the catholic
syn'rpathies and vision of Palkhivala
too are evident. His empathy with
Hindu seers and religious
pl'rilosophers, of his commen'rorating
memories of people not well-known,
as his old school teacher who taught
him nany things invaluable and that
publisher without peer, G. R.

Bhatkal. Deeply immersed and
nurtured in his natal faith, religious
beliefs and the ambieuce of his
community, he has written with great
feelings on these. His human
dimensions come out unforgettably
in his narration of his experiences
as an Ambassador. He sees education
as central b the buiiding of a healthl'
social system and has writter, on this
with a deep felt passion.

This bclok is addressed to the

citizens of the coming century and
it will form an ideal gift to the young,
to be treasured for long, to be dipped
into trlrd pot'rdered over.

DIl. R. SItINIVASAN, is retired I'rttfcssoi
,,f ir,lili,:,rl Il, ir rr r' ,,','! .'.'',' ;,'i1 ''tl;i",
Iireedonr Fircl

God is subtle br-rt hd is not malicioirs

GODREI: A HUNDRED YEARS
(18e7-79e7) VOL. II bY B. K.
Karanjia, Viking Penguin Books
India (P) Ltd., Panch Sheel Park,11,
Community Centre, New Delhi
17OO77 ; 1997 ; pyl.374; Rs.395.

Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari

The second volunte, dedicated
to the memory of Pirjosha B. Godrej,
deals with the builders and devel-
opers of the Godrej Empire. With the

passing away of Burjorji P. Godrej,
in 7994, his eldest son, Ardeshir
Godrej - shortened to Adi Godrej, a

graduate of MIT, took comPlete
charge of Godrej Soaps Ltd. in 1963-

64. When Adi rvas inducted into the

Board, he was hardly 21.

At one tin're, Adi was toYing
with the idea of going into the
manufacture of cigarettes as well as

beer. but rvirs l.revailcd '.tpon tr1, ltit
fatirer to drop the proposal, as he

was a thorough moralist aud was
opposed to ellter areas of production
injurious to the customer.

Commenting on the change in
the style of operating and also deal-
ing rvitlr er.uployees, Adi says: "I sar'v

that the style ttf operatirrg itt the
rvorld is .:hangirtg. I have trit:d, lrrrtlr

t'orrscrorrslv atrd rttrcottsciottslv, trr

.lrarrg,' i'.,l,,,rittttrl I f,,rlt tlrr tree.l t,,.
Earlier there wis a hoss-strborclinate
relatiorrshil-r betrveetr nre atrd tlry

Pt:ople. Non, tltet'e is rtrore ttf tr tttatrr
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relationship."

Nadir Godrej, the younger
brother of Adi, also a Managing
Director of Godrej Soaps after
graduating in Science from MIT,
completed his MBA from Harvard
Business School. He was also a poet.
About his approach to poetry, Nadir
says: "I grew up hearing poetry and
I picked up metre instinctively,long
before I learnt it as a well-defined
system." A part of the poem about
Ardeshir Godrej, is reproduced
below:

When Ardheshir Godrej joined the
bar

He was soon sent to Zanzlbar
Where he soon found that to win

He was obliged to commit a sin.

Today it may not seem uncouth
To legally distort the truth

But Ardeshir was of sterner stuff
He told himself enough's

enough
He quit the law and looked for work.

For any manufacturing com-
pany, it is a must to have au
up-to-date tool room, equipped witlr
the latest machines and instrumeuts,
to cater to the varying needs and
requirements of its multifarious op-
erations. All the nore so, for Godrej,
which had taken up the manufac-
ture of typewriters, with component
parts running into hundreds. This
need was very clearly anticipated by
Naoroji Goclrej, who had tcr persrrade
and cajol his father, Piroisha Godrej,
to set up a tool roonl section. The

permission was granted with great
reluctance. Today the tooling re-
quirements of the entire gamut of
products manufactured bY Godrej,
from refrigerators to electronic type-
writers, to safes and locks is taken

care of by the section. According tcr

the (ierreral Manager (Operations),

or !'oilirs L,td., Shri S. N. I'ripathi,
"Oodrri lras the bcst Inachine tool

' roorri irr the country. It is not only
tl.re latest Lrut the most capable and

flexitrle tool rootlr." I)urirrg the lastAlbert Eittsteir,



55 \'ears, 4,000 n'rachitres have been

marketed in India at'rd abroad,
vvhich is atribute to the menrory of
Naval Codrei, the pioneer in the
m;rchine tcrols irrd ustry.

Cod rej started manufacturitrg
fork-lifts in 1961. Fork-lifts -uvere

reirdy to be marketed in 1963. Asso-
ciated rvith Clark Ecluip'rment for
r-r'rore than two clecadcs, Godrej has

successfully rveathered the conrpe-
tition. With the grorvth and
development of tlre plastics indus-
trv, the manufacture of injection
nroulding nrtrchines received a big
borrst. Consequently, Godrej seized
this opporturrity and started nlanu-
factr.rring as well as marketirrg them.

The passing arvay of Naoroji
Codrej in 1990, lras l'rastened the
assumption of full responsibility b)'
his son, Jamshyd Codrej. Jamshyd
used to trudge along rvith his father
to the shol'r f-loor to acquairrt hinrself
rvith the details of nrarrufacturing
operatiorrs. He is, tl'rerefore, well-
groomed tcl shoulder the heavy
burclen of nranaging Codrej & Boyce
Mfg. Co. An introrrert by natr"rre, he
is a person of ferv words, he could
be very curt, at times. At other times,
he is capable of the grarrd as coukl
be seen in his paying out
Its.1,30,000/- for a bottle of Scotch
rluring the celebration of the Spirit
of Scotland in Mumbail However,
tltis rvas frtt'.r tt,rl'rlr' ''r11q1' - th1'

lih.irati,r.';r Yuva Shakti'l-rust.

Volunre II of the Godrei Vol-
tur.ne brings out the business policies,
procedurcs, ancl practices of the
House of Codrej along with bio-
graphical sketches of inrportaut
nlalragement pers()nllel. tsoth the
voluules cor.rlci lre pr<lfitably used as

c.t:;(' studi(':i trI ltotr' Irr,-]iarr (ti)lltl)it
.,,..,.,.;.,,.:1. .] '.,,.,,r., -1,i,,. iil,
t'trviri,trtrrr.rri
MR. l{. V..CHAltl. a freelairce writer, is
a I'rolessor oi Nlana6crrrcnt arrtl
Coirttntrrr.

PERCEPTIONS ON KAUTILIYA
ARTHASHASTRA edited by K. P.

fog; Popular l'rakashan Pvt. Ltd.,
35C, Pandit MMM Marg, Tardeo,
Mumbai 400034; 1999; pp.22o;
Rs.250.

Reviewed by
Dr. Ashok Chausalkar

This year, we are celebrating
the birth centenary of Prof. R. P.

Kirngle, an outstanding scholar on
the Arthashastra of Kautilya. He has

edited the Kautiliya Arthashastra,
translated it iu both irr English and
N4arathi arrd made a critical study
of thc Sh.rstra. The preseut volutne,
Parccpt irtrts on Knutilitla Artlttshostrn
is presented to readers to
conlnlemorate Prof. It. P. Kangle's
birth centenary because the
Arthashastra wals a subject dear to
his heart.

l'rof. M. V. llajaclhyaksha has
rvritten a nroving accollnt of I'rof.
Kangle who lived an actirre
irrtellectual life. I-le exterrcled
whatever support he could to Dr.
Aurbedkar provicling hinr rvitlt
Sanskrit refererrces, br,rt uever
t:rpltritr,cl tlris rel.rtit,trslrip. I Ie lr,as

a l)andit i.r,ithorrt being a pt'darrt anti
r rli,\r\ rliqt rliil'nr,l lr.'irrc r';,',;,1 i i,,
\\,,1q :l rirr,'lili,,'l rrr,r'qirrrr ,t{ tir*'

i L'r r.ris:.r l r.rc gur I Iiull i"it I \r'i tli ;ii r rlf tui r

tttirtLl l rrcl,.'cr:.,r tilt' in trrr...sts.

'l(arrtiliva .,\r.th.rsh,rstr.t' is .i

l,' r t,,, t 1,, t t t 1,'ir.s/ ",Il / r._,S,, 
1 

t / t., t t t I t,, t- ! (.) ( ) ( )

collection of essays writterr on
different aspects of Kautiliya's
Arthashastra by scitolars u'ho are
specialized iu Kautiliya studies. It is
interesting to n()te that lvortren
sclrolars f orr-n the ma joritv of
contributors.

Usha Thakkar deals
elaborately rvith morality in the light
of Ktrutiliya's theory of diplomacy.
She opines that Kautiliya in his quest
for public n'elfare did not sacrifice
religion, moral principles and public
welfare. Paineeta Deshpande's
article "Kautiliya's Arthashastra and
Kanik Niti" is interesting. Kanit Niti
in tlre Mahabharata was preached
by a teacher called Bharadvaja. She
points out that Bharadvaja irr the
Arthashastra and Kaninka
Bharadvaja irr the Mahabharata
sl'rared many ideas and perhal'rs the
Arthashastra is indebted to Kanik
Niti which existed prior to it.

Tl're socir>1'rolitical philosophv
of Kautiliya is ablv studied by
Sharad Kulkarni. He holds that
Kautiliiva was a fiercelv
independerrt person rvho had no use

for the metaphysics of the Veclas. He
rvas a sage rt'ho not only highlightecl
the philosophy of Ilamrajya but alscr

groonred a King to practice it.

Sliubhada Joshi's article on
the areas of relationship betr,r'een
'l)antlnniti' arrcl'l)liarnra' is itrt
ir.rr1-11111nv11 cor.rtrilrution. Slre holds
that'[)andarriti' is about the
maintenarrce of law and order as

rvell as the welfare of society. The
attitude of Arthashastra was more
liberal than that of the
Dlrarnrashastras regardirrg strch
issues as 'Svadltarnra' attcl
'\/arnr,lhalnr;r'. Thr'prot lr'nr irr tht:

, l:r
'.r ir .. rl.: i | !:,1 -. -ll 1l I "i_,

,iiii,,t'rri i,,,rrr f ,,il;ii,,,,,,r,,1ii'vl :li\
holds that wirrle pertorrnitrg otre's

rl ir Ly, a 1-rtiirlic serviittI lt.ts ttr pt rricci
Ihr-' intlrt.'sts oi tlre statt' attr'i socit'ty,
t'r,t'n ii irt tir-ttcs unethicirl ltteillis lt'c(l

t5



to be adopted. In a conflict betweeu
'samanya dhartna' aud 'Vishesha
dharma', she points out, what is
importaut is the purpose of your
action. If action is performed in a

spirit of selflessness and in the secure

belief that thougll unethical, it was
performed in the interest of tire
society, it cannot be faulted.

Another noteworthY article is

by Jaya Chemburkar on the
relationship between the early
Dharma Sutras and KautiliYa's
Arthashastra on the problem of
'Ilajadharma'. She points out that
Arthasl'rastra aud Dirarmasutras
have emerged independently of each

other. Their persPectives were
different. Dl"rarmasutras laid down
duties of dharma with reference to
the administration of small states.

The concept of
'Lokasan'ragraha' is discussed bY

Flemangini Jain. The relevance of
Kautiliya's concept of sovereignty is

dealt rvith by Chandrakant Raje in
the light of the concept of 'Apurva
Sandhi' - a treaty not yet made. He
discusses the issue of sovereignty in
the light of the Portuguese-Maratha
treaty oi 7777 arrd the Nl'T and
CTBTit,hich lndia is asked to ratify.
Kautiliya says that before ratifying
ally llew treaty, its cousequences
must be thoroughly studied.

Lalita Deodhar discusses the
\t.ltus of \v()nlL'll il Lllarlakt'it s

literature. Sl're coutends tltat
Chanakya was a wise and practicai
persorl who took r"rote of the social
trends of his tin'res. He adopts a

comparatively liberal attitude as he

allows women to claim maiutenance
from tl.reir husbands at times of
ci rvorce irtrc'i perttrits wicl oiv
rr'nra rria ges

\/:ls,rl!l l-tir rri :tt',-' ,t ii,,t:rii','
:rtultics [ir': itriiucrree tri i'."ru[riry.r trt.
I(alidasa's pr,.rselriatit,li of KirrE
Ii,r,giiii. I lt:. rittr'lrttits tlliit i(;iiici.i,;.,

4rt

had a deep knowledge of Kautiliya's
Arthashastra and tl're latter greatly
influenced tl-re political ideas of the

poet.

Dr. Ramesh Dliongde
discusses the stylistics of scientific
texts with ref erence to the
Arthasltastra. The articles by H. C.

Patyal, Vinaya Kshirsagar,
Manjusha Gokl'rle, Maria Schetelicl'r

arrd I(eshav Jog are noteworthy.
Manjusha Gokhle discusses ti're

decorative style in the Arthashastra
and argues that he has uot taken the

decorative style for the sake of
achieving literary excellence but to
effectively clarify his thoughts. Maria

Schetelich is of the view that the

Patan fragmeuts of tl're Arthasl'rastra
should be more thoroughly studied
because they suPPlY extremelY
valuable information. She points out
that the Patan manuscriPt
establishes a reiationship between
'anvikshiki' and 'NyaYa vidYa'.
Keshav Jog, editor of the voiume
throws iigirt on soure reaciiugs of
Kautiliya's text ignored bY Kangle
and points out that it will be
rewarding to have a fresh look at
tirenr.

Orr tite u'h.rle, tire essaYs itr

the book are iltteresting as tl-rey show
the contemporary understanding of
the Arthashastra of Kautiliya. Except

Dr. Ti'rakkar and Dhongde, it seems

that nrost of the colrtribtttors are

Snrrskr il st'irrriar':; rl,i ii i:r sir tisiyiru:
to trote that the Kangle tr;rdiiiorr is

alive in Bombay.

DR. ASHOK CHAUSALKAR, Reader,
Faculty of I'olitical Scicnce, Shivaji
University, Kolhaput.

-[he release of atotri Power has
charrged evci-ything excepl our wa,v o{
tl ...1 -,. . l ' ^ rl ' - - |

,,.i...

^f 
,,,",.i],',.1 l{ ,rrrir,, I h2/i knn\^/n, i rrror-rlri

riovu us-ulilu o *.ltCIitt,..ikei.

Albcli Einsteir:
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COLONIALIISM, TRADITION
AND REFORM by Bhiku Parekh,
(revised edition); 7999; Sage
Publications, pp.359; paperback
edition Rs.295

Reviewed by
Professor G. N. Sarma

Prof . Parekh's study of
Gandhi's political discourse uuder
the title "Colonialism, Tradition and

Refonn" has already been acclaimed

as an outstanding contribution
towards tl're understanding of
Gandiri's thought. First published in
1989, it has been republished in a

seconci revised edition with a new
chapter entitled "Gandhi and the

Bourgeoisie" wiricli considers the

lef tist criticism of Gandhian
philosophy and programtne of
action.

What was distinctive about
CarrrJlri's tretr;otrali[\' rvas tlrat his

trrilti.irrg .rtic, rtvitrg rr'ettL irattti il'
hand. He was ceaselesslY
experiureuting with Trutir and
preacired only what he practiced.
Parekh does t'tot regard Candhi's
experintents as scientific, as

corrcerned with truti-r in the abstract
or rvitlr trert'truths ..." he was tluly
,-,rltcerrred ttr iirrt'b)'.tt't* set tri
\';llrres. ;ilr(l irts exllei itttetlts were

riesrldleri tr).'ts(--eftilill tl lte tloLtlti tiir
t .',,"'rr,il r.lilllr:llititr:; i;:,' l'tt: ltitiltir; :".1

and how t() overcollle tlrem". These
rraIttrl:l tl'ere reaeiI'ed trtttts, ;tIreadt'



part of traditiotr at'rd most of them
confined to the middle class. The
realm of morals however, nray be

approached with a scientific spirit
though it may not be subjected to
scientific experiment. It was in tl'ris
spirit but with the scrupulosity of a
scientist that Gandhi's experiments
were carried out ... especially his
experiments in the field of sex
lvhich were'remarkable and almost
dare-devilish'.

Gandhi was a rigid moralist
with a puritanical zeal and severity.
Political life was to be moralized
and the dichotomy of neans and
errds to be anrrulled. Life was to be
simple aud wants were to be
reduced to the minimum. Property
rvas to be held by the owners as a
trust and not as private possessioll
sarzs obligation and responsibility.
Alimss or non-iniury was to be the
principle of conduct and resistance
in any forn was to be non-violent
and guided by faith in the power of
Truth tcl win in the end b)'corlu'erting
the mind and the heart of the
opponent. The resister against
injustice and iniquity was to be a

Satyagrahi, an unswerving adherent
of truth and to keepr hinrself pure,
energetic and radiant bv strict
observance of Braltamncharya or
celibacy. Gandhi was a firm believer
in God and in the "inner voice"
which guided him in moments of
crisis. It is the interplay, the shift and
:ritern.rtion trl' re.rsorr itrrc1 rn_\,siicrslrr

rvhich makes Candhi a riddle for
contnterrtators and all
embarrassment for his followers.
Gandhi rvas destiued to turrr his
weaporl of Satyagrnftc on several
fronts. First of ail, the burden of
colonialisr.n and exploitation was to
;.r.: oveLtlrrorvrr. l-irs irltitr,r,-ic irr llre
rrr;ltt('r rvils ,-o!)rtrlcy lt u.;tS rrol f irc

n.hite trader's landing oll our shores.

We must know ourselves and be
ourselves and the burden will drop
off on its own. We have to thank the
epoch of colonialism for having
enabled us to knorv ourselves and
to become aware of our right to
freedom.

The weapon oI Satyagrahahad

also to be turned against our age-old
tradition. Much of it had become
outdated and totally unacceptable in
present day conditions. Was it to be
discarded root and branch as
impatient enthusiasts might demand
or creatively adapted, retaining the
permanently valid part of it and
shedding its accidental accretions?
The blot of untouchability called for
instant and total elimination, but the
basic principle of caste was sound!
Gandl,i fought against tradition but
also defended it. He took upon
himself to offer a fresh gospel for the
age, a yugadlurma relevant to the
times but also true to the eternal
values of our tradition. He was thus
a creative traditionalist who sought
to reform so as to preserve. As the
author puts it "though Gandhi
valued tradition, he was not a

tradiiiontrlist". I-le redrrced tradition
t() a res()urce, located its esserrce in
its general moral values which
commanded respect but left room for
critical evaluation, atrd gave every
individual the freedom to draw upon
the insights of other traditions".

lJut, observes tiie author,
Garrdlri's yugadhnrma, rvith all its
nrerits was inadequate because it
rvas insufficiently connected with
the character of the modern age and
its basic terlets.

Candhi's attitude towards life
.rrrtl ton'ards various problerns ol the
l,r r''.r':r.i,r nr lti','u lt'r r i,,tLrrt ft t :;it i q,r lr i-i

religious texts as rvell as his
eclecticism, the political extremist his
insistence on the primacy of ethical
values and the intrusion of the
"inner voice" into the area of
political action. Contradictions could
easily be seen in Gandhi's political
attitudes - Gandhi of Hind Swaraj,
a near anarchist, sanctioned state
action in 'exceptional cases' whicl-r
were not a few. The rigid moralist
softened enough to overlook cases of
smoking, gambling and prostitution
whereas he categorically disallowed
drinking.

Thougl-r Parekh's study is
particularly devoted to Gandhi, its
scc-rpe is vast. It is to be valued as a
thorough and critical survey of
modern Indian thought in its
historica I setting and its
philosophical implications. It is
frank in its criticisrn of the Mahatma
and well balanced in its
appreciation of Gandhi's philosophy
of life and action. It can disturb
Gandhiarrs as well as Gandl'ri's
critics and compel them to introspect
over their respective positions
"whatever the full explanation might
turn out to be, the fact remairrs that
there is far more to Gandiri than n'hat
his follor'r'ers have done'rvith hinr".
Paradoxical as it might seem, by
using his still considerable moral
autilority to legitimize and propagate
their project of a long overdue
radical transformation of India,
:r'i.rt':ri:ts nrirlitl cl, r nl()l'e ;ltstir',' t. lti:,

legacy than his self proclaimed
followers.

The great merit of the book is

that it stimulates thinking and
disturbs settled ideas. It avoids hero
worship as well as ireverence arrcl

is <rriginal, hnld rrtiot-t1l 111,-l ra',--!l

.rr.gtrecl . lt iras lt:w' etltr;rl, iri
tir616lt,'1. rrr'.rs -1 1.1ri r' j11X1 1tr-t. r. |,:l r,!r'.

trtt/\rttt.,r'r\rr

Ile;.'i rii,iic I)c1,alii,rcrrI ul i'.riii.reai
Science, Marathrvada IIniVr-'rsitv,
A rr ra n ga [r a d.

\... l, \r \ rfll rr I
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INDIAN NUCLEAR POLICY:
FROM IDEALISM TO REALISM
by l'. M. Kamath, Printwell,
Ptrblishing Distributors, C26-D,
Malaviya Industrial Area, Jaipur
302017 ; 7999 ; pp.1,31; Rs.275.

Reviewed by
Dr. Jayanta Kumar Ray

Dr. P. M. Kamath is a

wellknown writer in the field of
n'orld politics in general and Irrdia's
foreign policy, in particular. This
book, a collection of 18 articles, will
certainly add to his reputation as a

scholar.

Kamath has neatly presented
the journey of India's nuclear policy
from idealism to realism. Prime
Minister Nehru was indeed lucky;
he died about six months before the
first Cl'rinese nuclear explosion in
thc ainrrlsprhele . I{e, therefore, corrld
stick idealistically to a11

uncorrditional advocacy of
abstention frorn the manufacture of
nuclear weapons. Prime Minister
Shastri inhoduced realism in India's
nuclear policy by retaining the
nuclear option only after his
governurc'nt hiecl and failed to sccrlre

irom Nuclear Weapclrr States ;rny
yr11,i1';111 [1r1: irI protr'clitln aqairtst a

nu(-lear attirck or blircknrail bv
Lhrna. l'r'rnrc f"lrnrstcr lnclira Liln(ihr
availed of tht r.ruclear option b], nr't

',rttrlcrgrottt-trl trxPlt--sirttt in 1q74.

1S

Nowaciays, wirelr oue goes

through writings by lndians on
India's nuclear policy, one is anazed
to corre across some writers -
especially in Calcutta and Delhi -
whose obsession witl'r a peculiar
brand of interllationalisur is scl

strong that they do not bother mucir
about safeguarding India's national
interests. Therefore, they condernned
India's nuclear tests in 1998 without
et,er denouncing Cl'rina's uuclear
tests. They can even go so far as to
claim that India is responsible for
promoting an lrrdia-Pakistan uuclear
arnls racc, rvithout caring to
remenrber that, long before India's
nuclear tests in 1998, Pakistan
acquired nuclear weapons with
direct assistance from China and
irrdirect support fron'r the United
States and other Western Powers.
Fortunately, Kamath does trclt belong
to this hypocritical tribe.

Kamath has brought into
focus some essential points which
do not alrvays receive attentiou from
writers on India's nuclear policy.
First, although lndia has not adl'rered
to the Nuclear Non-proliferatiou
Treaty (NPT) and the Comprehelrsive
Test Ban Treaty (CTtsT), it has not
lost its goal of a time-bound scheme
for universal nuclear disarmameut.
Secondly, a Nuclear Weapon State
like the Uniteci States has promoted
the NPT or CTBT as instruments for
non-proliferation but not for
c.lisarnrarrrent. 1'hirtill', the Urritecl
States has declared operrly that it
reserves the right to use nuclear
weapons against an opponent
threatening the use of biological and
chemical weapons. Fourthly, India
has not received any appreciation
frorn the Urrited States for abstinence
frtrrrr rruclear tests durirrg 1L)74-98.

In ctrntrast, the United States bought
tire .rtiirclrir., of t-iiir.i.r .ln.i i:rarr..,-r

t,r rire CTiil itt, Itr,ttrrisitrti ireilr irr iirt'
accJrrisition ol conrputer sinrulation.
tests technolt,ey. 1'1611t1t, the L I'U'l
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tries to impose upon India an
obligation to sign this Treaty
without lndia's approval, which is
patently contrary tcl international
law, because India is not, after all,
a country defeated in a rvar.

Kamath does not fail to
discnss many other points about
India's nuclear policy to which l
need not refer, because they are fairly
familiar. I should end this review by
nrentionirrg Karrath's concluding
remark that in a siLuation where both
India and Pakistan have nnclear
weapons, one can rule out a military
solution to the Kashmir problem.

Kamath's lucid analysis,
backed by a painstaking collection
of data, will certainly appeal to
teachers, students and decision-
rnakers.

DR. JAYANTA KUMAR RAY is
Centenary Professor of International
Relations, Calcutta University.

"Notopfer Berlin"

Will the Union Government con-
sider a permanent special tax levy, to-
wards setting up a permanent common
relief fund on an All-lndia basis? That
is to fix an additional special stamp of
5 paise or 10 paise to each and every
postal charge or money order, telegram
or telephone. I am certain, every citi-
zen will welcome such a move. Such
a levy will avoid overlapping of relief
funds. if and when called for, enable
better accountability and prevent mis-
use and misappropriation of such funds.

This suggestion of mine is not a

new one. The Federal Republic of Ger-
many introduced such a special levy to
support the economy of West Berlin at
the time of the Soviet blockade of Ber-
lin in 1948/49. lt was generally known
as "Notophfer Berlin" (Sacrifice for
Poverty in Berlin). Part of the tax was
to affix an additional special stamp of
2 Pf to each and every postal charge

C. A.'Reddv. Chennai.
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