


PROFESSOR P. G. MAVALANKAR
(3.8.1928-14 .3.2002)

I first met Professor P.G.Mavalankar when I was the Executive Secretary of
the Swatantra Party at its National Headquarters in Mumbai. I was on a visit to
Ahmedabad in and he was contesting the Lok Sabha seat to Parliament from the
Gandhinagar constituency as an lndependent candidate. I was convinced after that
first meeting that he would make an excellant parliamentarian. He won.

His speeches in the Lok Sabha were clear, forthright and studied, for he was
among those handful of MPs who did their homework and took their membership of
the Lok Sabha very seriously.

ln the 'eighties I was actively associated with Mr. Minoo Masani in the Project
for Economic Education. lt was during this assignment that I had a number of

opportunities to interact with Purshottambhai. He took these seminars very seriously and often chaired several
sessions. He was a stern chairman even as he einsured that all participants got the oppportunity to express their
views. But he did this with a smile. As his illness enveloped him, his presence at these programmes became
tare.

One day in Nov-ember 1997 I received a letter from Purshottambhai that he had decided to wind up the
Harold Laski lnstitute of Political Science which he had founded in 1954 and nurtured so well. lt had, over the
years, made a name for itself as an outstanding institution in Ahmedabad. ln his letter he explained why:

"...From its very inception, the lnstitute has, as a matter of policy not taken any government grants nor
sought donations. All along our various activities have been sustained mainly by life membership support. ..

"Unfortunately my health no longer permits me to conduct and lead the lnstitute's work efficiently and
energetically as before. I have therefore been compelled to put a stop to its work with effect from today, 27th
November 1997, the 11Oth Birth Anniversary of my revered father Dadasaheb Mavalankar".

And with the letter he enclosed a cheque for Rs.700/- a full refund of my membership fee! I wondered then
and continue to wonder how many would have done what he did?

The letter and the return of the life subscription revealed the character and integrity of Purshottambhai.
lndeed he belonged to the fastest disappearing species in lndia - the honest public person.

S. V. Raju

S. R. MOHAN DAS
(24.9.1923 - 7.3.2001)

The passing away of Mr. S. R. Mohan Das has deprived the labour movement
.of an honest friend and critic, who sought tirelessly to promote an independent trade
union movement free of political and outsider control.

There can be no doubt that Mr. S. R. Mohan Das was an unquestioned authority
on lndustrial Relations in lndia. Someone will have to carry out an assessment of
his enormous and invaluable contribution in this field. His speeches, articles and
papers presented at seminars, conferences and research studies conducted by him
will reveal his wide knowledge of the subject. He was associated with a number of
industries, such as banking, chemicals, engineering shipping, railways, etc.

He was also a pioneer in labour journalism, which I think is dead now, probably because subsequent writers
lack originality. For example, when the clich6, "Workers'Participation in Management" was being bandied about
as the panacea for all ills of lndustrial Relations in lndia, Mohan fearlessly shred it to pieces by calling it a fetish
and a fallacy. lnstead, he emphasised the need for workers' participation in their own Unions in the decision-
making process, not merely in morchas and demonstrations. Unfortunately, there were no takers for this suggestion,
including the Trade Union leaders!

ln was on account of his originality arrd freslr approach to labour questions tlrat Mohan v,/as one of the few

individuals who were called to depose before the National Commission on Labour and its Chairman, Dr. P. B

Galerrdragadi<.ar was duly rrirp,essecj. I urtlier, iu''l.-iltarr vias I\"'lci,,Lur 3'",:lii, .1 :1,- !llrC;' Cror-tp ot.t 1n11'.rstrial

Relations (Western Regiorr) of which Dr. K. S. Basu was the Chairnrarr. Their report was found to be comprehensive
by the Comnrission. All this requires to be recorded for posterity.

lf you are interested in knowing ntore about this eminent persotrality, p/ease write to nte at ; Laxnti Mahal,

109-8th Road, Doulal Nagar, Borivali (East) Munthai 100 066, for a copy of nty booklet ort him.

Kashinath A. Divecha
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The Citizen's Right to Know
Electoral Reforms : Key to Effective Democracy
Seeking Strrrent'ler of Crinrinal Politicians

BETWEEN OURSELVES...

The criminalisation of politics, the presence in parliament and the state
legislatures of crooks and felons and the frightful cost of electioneering have
discouraged men and women of integrity and competence from offering
themselves as candidates. These have undoubtedly contributed to the
subversion of the quality of lndian democracy.

When a handful of concerned individuals took the initiative and decided
to do something about it and filed a writ petition, the Delhi High Court, and
later the Supreme Court, upheld the right of the voter to know the antecedents
of candidates they were asked to vote for.

When this happened the political parties, generally at each other's throats,
ganged up to protect their fiefdoms.

lronically it has become a struggle between the citizens and the political
parties. This struggle has now come out into the open and it is crucial for the
people to rally and to let lndia's political parties know who are their masters.

Freedom Firsf will participate in this process of educating our masters,
Hence this cover feature 'The Citizen's Right to Know' to begin with. We are
glad to carry the lead article by Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar, one of the concerned
men who filed the writ petition.
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Our Next Cover Feature

The next issue will feature Bollywood. Readers might recall that this
was to have been the topic last October when the September 11 tragedy
forced us to deal with the US war against terror instead.

We invite your comments and your perceptions on the phenomenon
called Bollywood. You can send your contribution by email (preferred) at
freedom@vsnl.com or on a floppy disk (Word 95) or by fax O22 2843416.
And if none of this is possible, by ordinary post. Deadline: September 25,
2002.

Editor

lJrrok 1lt'i,icto-s

N. S. Vcnkatarartran
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tennyson

The BSP is not just a party for Dalits... We rvant Mulayam Singh Yadav had a word of advice for
to honour the upper castes also if they l'rave nrerit. the next Presiderrt A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: Learn Hindi.

U.P.Chief Minister Mayavati, The Telegrnplr, May 26 Saclridananc{a Murthy The Week, June 30

The Chinese are waiting for me to die. political parties have become so insensitive to the
Tlre Dalai Lame, I/re 'fimes of lrrdin, Ocrobc'r 10, 2001 issues of the cournrou uran that the murder of someone

who worked for the poor lnearls rrothing to theur.
The record of the BJP is that of a supplicant before

the RSS, the Master.

Colunr nist Kuldip Naya r,, * O" O, 

tlr!::: ;r;;i6

Every tirne I put myself in the place of a person
residing in Gujarat, I begin to shudder. It reflects very
poorly on a goverllment when they carrnot guarantee
a basic premise like security of life.

World Bank vice president (South Asia region)
Mieko Nishin'rizu, The Tinrcs ol lndin, May 10

Dhyar-r Chand and Milkha Singh have excelled
in tl'reir respective sports. They have something more
in cotnrno^' Both served:.;.,';:"TT 

shtesnnrt,Jury 18

Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen rnay think that
health and educatiorr are the reasons why India has
lagged behind in development in the past 50 years, but
I think it is because of defence.

Union Home Ministcr L. K. Advani,
lndin Todav, June 17

Jaya Menon of the Justice and Peace Commission,
a human rigl.rts organisation in Mumbai,

The Times of lttdin, July 20

When a crook gets elected as the MLA, he controls
the entire district administration

Mr. Vivr-'k Panclit, I'he Tinres of Indin, July 4

Probably the best thing that ever happened to
India is that so many of the corrupt and incompetent
are busy in Parliament.

Madhu Trehan, Outlook, July 29

The passing of the Marxist illusion has led to
its adherents claiming like the ancient Hindus that tl're
world is an illusion - Maya

Deepak Lal, Brrsirras.s Standard, )uly 4.

What's wrong with the kids today? They don't
even want to touch animals. They should fear Hindi
fihns instead.

Cyrus Broacha, Outlook, August 5.

The laws of production are laws of nature and hence unalterable. Food
production, or any other production, depends on labour, intelligence and

investment by those who have a strong personal interest in good

management. lf the harmonious blending of these elements are wanting,
production suffers. The 'State' cannot produce, it can tax or hinder or
encourage but not produce. Efficiency and integrity in a public sector
enterprise can be expected when you can have 'boiling ice cream' or a
'vegetarian tiger'

C. Rajagopalachari
Quoted in'Rajaji As I Saw Him'

by G. Narayanaswamy

Freedont First Ju.lv-September 2002



V. B. Karnik Birth CentenarY Year

Reaclers of Freedonr Firsf will be glad to know that
a V. B. I(arnik Birth Ceuteuary Celebratiotts Cctrlulittee
has been set up to c()ntn'temorate Mr. I(arrrik's birth
centenary year betrveen 20th Mav 2002 arrd 20th May
2003 in a mallller befitting his erudite scholarship and
ul'rs\\,ervil'rg cotrtttritntent to the cattse of ittdirtidual
liberty, equalitv and justice.

Seminars, group discussions, lectures and
publication of articles on educational, social and
political issues of significance in leading newspapers
and pericldicals, are being planrred durirrg the cetrtenary
year. A number of organisatiorrs, atttotrg theur the
Western Railway Employees Uniorr, Hind Mazdoor
Sabha, the h'rdian Renaissance Institute, MIIADA
Employees Union, Indian Committee for Cultural
Freedom and tl'te Leslie Sawhny Programme of Training
for Democracy are participating in the celebratious.

For Freedorn First the occasion is of special
significance because the late V. B. Karnik was a pillar
of strength to this journal which he edited for a number
of years.

Ileaders who would like tcl be associated with
the progran'.mes that are being organised may please
get in touch with the V. B. Karnik Birth Centenary
Celebrations Committee, c/o Freedont First, 3rd floor,
Army & Navy Building, 148 Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Mtrrrrbai 400001. Phone: 21143476.

Sensitive, Aren't We ! 
**

I don't think the Prime Minister would have been
as concerned as his cohorts were, over Alex Perry's write
up on the Prime Minister's health in Time Magazine.
Aclrrrittirig it u,as irr poor taste, nras all that Ino lta
necessary? No one is fooled by the denial of the
Foreigners Regional Ilegistration Office (FRRO) officials
that Perry being called and grilled for two hours lvas
because it ra,as discovered that he had two British
Passports. If l're had, then it was for the British
government b deal with, after the FII.RO had sought
that govemnletrt's clarification.

Accrrrding t<'t a Llittdu report the article lvas
'rubbished by the Covemnlent as completely biased arrd
baseless.'That should have been good enouglt.

-thc'Llrno has c.o-tns.'ths ,rdlrur 9a1df
-t,o !alX,."f 44ay things:
of slpos-ana thiis-

_ena valirl$vax- (
of caDagos - '

arLa ki}t65-n

Perhaps our mandarins can learn to be a little
nrore rnature in their reactions, leaving the politicians
in the party of the Prirne Minister to demonstrate their
loyalty. **

Tibetan Group Barred from UN Summit
According to a PTI report, in February tl'ris year

a UN Committee, in which all 189 members of the UN
are represerlted, decided to exclude a Washington-based
Tibetan NGO frorn attending a Summit for Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg, voting in favour of a

Chinese motion. The voting was 93 votes to 44 with
15 abstentions. Apart from the political factor, the
Chinese would have been most embarrassed if the
Tibetan NGO had drawn the Committee's attention to
the fact that the Tibetan plateau was being commercially
exploited by the Chinese as a dumping ground for the
rruclear waste of Western nations, enriching Chinese
coffers.

The report does not say how India voted? It would
be interesting to know. **

An Indian in an Iraqi Jail
According to Kuu'trit Ncurs (Vol.8, No.(;,June 2002)

one Indian is still in an Iraqi jail (a Prisoner of War).
Wonder what efforts our embassy in Kuwait and the
Ministry of External Affairs have made to get the poor
man (we presLurle he is male) released. Actually judging
by then Prime (Foreign?) Minister Mr. I. K. Gujral's public
embrace of Saddam Hussein no less, viewed by millions
including this writer, there should not have been any
Inclian POW - after all ive were rlot part of 'Operation
Desertstorm'!

SVR

Have you visited www.liberalsinclia.com
lf not, do so today. This is the website of the lndian Liberal Group

I"reedorn First J ttlv- September 2002



A TRIBUTE TO SMT. DURGA BHAGWAT
(10.2.1910 - 7.5.2002)

The passing away of Durga
Blragwat on May 7,2002, the
doyen alrrong Marathi litterateurs,
is a most profound loss. She was
past ninety and yet, everyolle
prayed and thought that she
would continue to live.

Hers was a nrulti-
dimensional personality of
terrifying virtuosity and she might

go down in our cultural history as one of the brightest
authors. She was not only an anthropologist, but a

scholar of Buddhism, nature lover and an authority on

folklore. Her book on the Legendary Characters in
Mahabharat will be read over and over again because
of its sheer brilliance and deep insight into human
nature. She was a Gandhian liberal, if one can call her
that. Durgabai, as she rvas knorvn to most of us, was a

persol'l of outstanding corlrage and integrity. Her finest
lrour came during the Emergency (1975-77), when she
as President of the Marathi Sahitya Sammelan, defied
all persuasion and pressure and electrified the whole
country by opposing Ernergency and upholding freedom
of expression. I had the privilege of being with her at
quite a few seminars and camps organised by the Leslie
Sawhny Programn're, and spending time with her.
Having conversations with her, enriched us. It is difficult
to think of filling the stunning void created by her
passing away. She was the kind of person by which
an era call measure itself.
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Arvind A. Deshpande

ILG Press Release

Repeal POTA
Post 9/11, the US government has armed itself with

such arbitrary powers that it was hardly surprising when
the US became the first nation to welcome the enactment
of I'OTA. ln a world where nations are anxious to seek US

approval even if such approval is implied, it is hardly
surprising that any nation following the US example of short
circuiting the due process of law to achieve seemingly
effective measlrres against the complex and difficult problem
of terrorism, gets its stamp of approval. Thus nations round
the worlc'I, India included are enconragecl to take recourse
to Iawless laws.

When the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu labels Vaiko
a terrorist and puts Vaiko behind bars with the help of
POTA, Delhi's National Democratic Alliance Sovernment
makes a feeble protest by passing a resolution that they
are "gravely concerned."

I'rabhakaran is wanted for the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi and his outfit, the LTTE, is banned in Inclia and is

rrow labelled internationally as a terrorist organisation. So

when Vaiko spoke in support of the LTTE and its leader
lrrabhakaran, he was inviting prosecution. It is one thing
to ask for justice for the Tamil minority and another to
speak in support of a terrorist organisation. The Tamil Nadu
chief minister saw the opportunity and was quick to act
aqainst her political ally turned rival.

Of cottrse Vaiko cotrlcl have been pr<lsectttetl jtrst as

tr'r,'ll ttntler the lndiarr I't:rtal (ltltltt. Rrrt r.vlto citres,lL\()ut Ille
ll'C when vou lrave the facility of arbitrary lan's like POTA
rr'iriclr crrrr ire nrisrrsrlrl'.r'itlr inrpL:nit),en,l, itr thc prrtccss,
dilutr'tht [rrsic constitutirrn;rl riqlrts of tlrr'pcoplc. An atirleJ
atlvantage for the clrief nriuister is the fact that I'C)TA arrests
are rrou-trailable ancl, trest of all, the revielv conrnrittce,

provided for under POTA, is not yet in place in Tamil Nadu.
So Vaiko has been put away for as long as the lady wishes!

Earlier in the week, three people were arrested in
West Bengal (by a sort of a "people's' government", if you
please!) on alleged suspicion of being part of the People's
War Group. No charges were filecl nor warrants issued.
Tragically one of the three arrested, Mr.Abhiiit Sinha a

Central Excise Inspector committed suicide by throwing
himself under a local train after the police had released him
unable to find any tangible evidence. In the first week of

July, a Chemistry Lecturer of Calcutta University Mr.
Kaushik Ganguly, a college student Mr. Tinku Ghosh and
Mr. Parashar Bhattacharya were arrested under the IPC,
beaten up and tortured in custody for "PWG activities".
In Andhra a farmer reportedly committed suicide because
he was taken into custotly bv the policc on suspicion of
belongirrg to the I)eople's War Croup. The lncllrn Liberal
Group l'ras been a staunch opporrent of comnrutrisnr and
its variants and therefore has no sympathy for the PWG's
credo and activities. But the ILC defends their right to a

fair trial under the law.

All these are examples of the State's propensity to
disregard the rights of the individual with impunity given
the right kind of legal backing such as POTA. Politicians in
power can now use I'OTA to crush oppositiorr. l)enrocracy
arrel the rule of law have been and lvill again be at the mercy
<lf those rt'ho control tlit' lt:r'ers of rro'a,er.

l-he Inrlian Liberal (iroup appeals to ;tll thtrse who
. trLur.l ior i'Ul,\ to tcaitse tlte Frttnketrstettr thcy have crealtetl

.rncl take stul-:s to repc.rl this;\ct at the earliest.

I.s.sued on July 16, 2002.
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The Citizen's Right to Know

Electoral Reforms : Key to Effective Democracy
Jagdeep S. Chhokar

It needs to be reiterated that the judgement is not about disqualifying
people from contesting elections, it is about disclosure of the criminal

background of the candidates, if any.

Irrdia is often referred to it as

a vibrant and vigorous democraclr.
This rlight well be justif ied
compared to a large number of other
countries that gained irrdepen-derrce
fronr colonial rule arourrd the same
tir.rre. There is however reason to be
concerrred about the health of our
denrocracy and its future. Just
because rve have elections regularly,
some might even say far too oftetr,
does not necessarily nrean that we
lrave an effective clemclcracy. One
view is that the kind of elections we
have are the very anti-tiresis of
democracy. Following excerpts fron'r
a letter written to the editor of clne

of the nen'spapers irr Ahmedabacl ou
Septenrber 9, 7999 soorr after the
electiilns, testifies to this.

"Thank Cod! The vulgar
cacophony, throwing of abuses and
trading of char6;es by political
parties with each other is over.

"All political parties have
made narrow-mirrded, extremely
bigoted ... statements against each
other as if they were in the race to
prove who was more collservative
and backward arrd who would be
tl're first to destroy this nation bv such
icleologies, as Taliban has done for
A ighanistarr!

"No wotrder people shonretl
i..rtigr-rr .rrrrl drb[)i.ryed iack ot
entltttsiasnr in the ty'pe of denro-
cratic exercise lt()!\/ repeatedly lteld

to elect the begging candidates so

that on beirrg elected they can sit in
p()!ver and loot us, attd alrass
lvealth arrd port/er for their
dyrrasties.

"Their slogan seen'ls to be,
'Cast yc'rur vote in favour of otre
u'hort-r you want shcluld anlass
wealth!'

"Are our asp-rirations beiug
fulfilled, even mininrum security of
life ancl basic sen'ices like foocl,
water, shelter being met by the
systenl created?

"\,Vhat denrtrcratic values
these btrnch of self-appointecl
leaders will propagate rvith such
narrow-mirrded apprclaches. Our
democracy ends the day we cast our
vote."

The Elcction l'rocess

lf demclcracy has anythiug to
dcl with freedom - and freedor.rr
with responsibility - then the
electoral systeln might well be the
very heart of democracy. If this
sounds like an over statement let
me try and sketclr briefly what all
does the electoral systenl include.
It deternrirres who can ()r should be
allow'ed t() vote. When should
electoral rolls be prepared, revisecl ,

anri iron' ? l he fornration, func-
tioning including iunding, etc. of

Lrolitical parties is also an integral

Freedont F'irst Julr-Septernber 2002

part of the electoral system.
Included also is the basic question,
rvho can cclntest an electiorr. Then
c()n'les the actual conduct of the
electiorr whicl'r is what is most
associated with the electoral systenl.
On what basis is the winner of the
electiorr decided is another key
eler.rrent of the electoral systern.
These are sonle of the pre-election
ar-rd durirrg election activities. There
is a whole rallge of post election
actirrities dr.rrirrg lvhich the outconre
of the electoral process are
managed, such as post election
disputes, election petitiorrs, for-
mation of the governn"relrt, and
subsecluent fuuctioning of the
go\/ernulel'lt including issrres such
as defections. This illustrative list
indicates the critical role of the
electoral systenr in ensuring an
effectively f urrctioning denrocracy.

I'hc Clrrrent Si tuation

The widespread and increa-
sing disenchantment with politics
and politicians is much too widely
known to require any sub-
stantiation. The way our legis-
latures, Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and
State asseurblies, function does Irot
make us prclud. One of the maiclr
catlses for the ulrrulv atrd tttr-
productive functiclning of the
legislatr"rres is tlre rlrralitv r,f per-tple

u'ho find their n'al'irrto thtl
legislattrres. For exatrtple it n'as

rep<lrted iu the media that urtlre



The Citizen's Right to Know
delete Explanation 1. Why? Possibly
because it is convenient and
comfortable for the politiciarrs to
have a system whicl'r can be
manipulated. Big money is brought
into the elections under the garb of
Explanation 1 (which in the opinion
of the Supreme Court has removed
even tlre "figleaf to hide the reality"
of the impact of big money on the
outcome of elections). Big money is
contributed by those elernents who
look for favours and paybacks in
kind from the politicians after tl'rey

get elected. And the politicians are
an active and willing party to the
arrangemerrt. This is why it seems
clear that left to the politicians,
significant reforms of the electoral
system are unlikely. Given this
stalemate what does one do?

Citizens'Action

There is no option but for
concerned citizens and civil society
groups to create conditions where
politicians will have no choice but
to make changes. Exanrples of a few
such initiatives exist, such as the
work of the Mazdoor Kisan
Sangharsh Sangathan (MKSS) led
by Aruna Roy resulting in the
passage of the Right to Information
Act in Rajasthan. Another initiative
which has been in the news recerrtly
is by the Association of Democratic
Reforms. This group filed a Public
Interest Litigation in the Delhi High
Court in December'1999 requesting
the Court to direct the Election
Commission to:

1. Amend the nonrination fornr
which a candidate has to fill for
corrtesting an election, so that it
asks the candidate whetl'rer
there are atry crinrinal cases

perrdirrg against him/her at tl're

tirne of filing the tromitration;
and if there are, tcl Prtlvide

than half of the MLAs elected to the
current state assembly of Uttar
Pradesh had significant criminal
records. When the recognised
political parties were not able to
form a goverllment because no
single party or coalition had more
than half of the MLAs supporting
it, one of the newspapers went to the
extent of saying that if all the MLAs
with criminal background decided
to get together, they could com-
fortably form a government of their
own!

It is quite con'lmon to put
almost the entire blame for the
current state of affairs on the so-
called political class in the country.
But all those who would have us
believe that all that is wrong has
been caused by the political class

seen to overlook the fact that the

political class does not exist or
develop in isolation or in a vacuurl'l/
but that it emerges and evolves out
of tl're society at large. Therefore the
society at large, of whicll all of us
are a part, cannot escape responsi-
bility for the existing state of affairs.
While the so-called political class
cannot be assigned the complete
responsibility for the current state
of affairs, they cannot be entirely
absolved of it either. As a student
of human behaviour, I believe that
a substantial portion of the
behaviour of the political class can
be explained as a logical response
to the broader social system within
which they have to operate. And the
electoral system is a major and
immediate part of that broader scrial
system. Consequently, one way to
change the behaviour of the political
class would be to change tl're system
in which they have to operate and
tr-r u'hich they have to respond. This
is where electclral reforms beconre
inrportant.

6

While token attempts at
reforming the electoral system have
been made from time to time over the
last many years particularly
whenever it suited the party in
power, there has been hardly any
atternpt at making any significant
and substantial changes in the
electoral system. There have been
any number of reports and recom-
nrendations on what needs to be
done. Some of the significant
examples are tl're Indrajit Gupta
Report, the Dinesh Goswami
Report, the lT0th Report of the Law
Commissiorr of India on Electoral
Reforms, and the Reconrmendations
of the National Commission to
Review the Working of the Consti-
tution (NCRWC) submitted earlier
this year. The remarkable fact
however is that almost none of the
recommendations of these learned
and painstakingly prepared reports
have beerr implemented.

The Dilemma

Not only have there been no
serious attempts to reform the
electoral systen, some of the actiot'ts
that have been taken seem to be in
the opposite direction. A prinle
example relates to election expen-
diture. It has been more than 25
years since Explanation 1 was
inserted in Sub Section (1) of Section
77 of the Representation of People
Act which enabled unaccoulrted
noney to be brought into tlte
election system by mairrtaining that
expenditure incurred or authorised
by any one other than candidate,
including the political party, and
friends and supporters of candi-
dates, will rrot be couuted as the
electiorr experrd iture of the
carrclidate. There lras beetr wide-
spread comnrent on this isstre for
more than 25 years now but
I)arlianrerrt has not found time tcr
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details of such cases. It was
believed that this could be done
under the Conduct of Election
Rules rvithout the need to an"rend

any laws and therefore
I)arliament need not cenre into
the picture.

2. Collate the above information
provided by the candidates and
make it available to the public
on request, and to the print and
electrorric media for wide
dissemination.

The petition was guided by
the following:

1. A voter interested in finding out
whether there are any criminal
cases pending against any of the
candidates in her/his consti-
tuency, should be able to get this
information without much
difficulty.

2. There was, and still is, a firm
belief in a voter's right to
choose whichever candidate s/
he wants to vote for. After
finding out the above infor-
mation, iu case one wants to find
it out, if a voter still wants to
vote for a particular candidate
who may have several criminal
cases pending against him/her,
that choice of the voter must be
respected.

The Delhi High Court
announced the judgement in Nov-
enrber 2, 2000 and directed the
Election Cornmission to make even
nrore infornration available to the
voters than was reqnested in the
origirral petition.

-l-l're Union of lndia appealed
against the High Court iudgenrent
iu the Suprenre Court although the
High Court had issuecl directives
oulv to the Electiou Conrnrission

and not to the Government of India.
Several political parties such as the
Indian Natiorral Congress and the
Samata Party became "iutervenors"
to the appeal and also presented
their views, gerrerally against the
High Court judgement. The Suprenre
Court pronourrced its judgment on
May 2,2002 directing the Election
Commission to call for the following
information from candidates in
exercise of its power under Article
324 of the Constitution of hrdia by
way of an affidavit to be filed by the
candidate along with his/her
nomination forrn.

"(1)Whether the candidate is
convicted / acquitted /
discharged of any criminal
offence irr the past, if any,
whether he is punished with
imprisonment or fine?

(2) Prior to six months of filing of
nomination, whether tl're can-
didate is accused in any
pending case, of any offence
purrishable witl'r inlprisonment
for two years or more, and in
wl'rich charge is framed or
cognizance is taken by the court
of law. If so, the details thereof.

(3) The assets (immovable, mov-
able, bank balances etc) of a

candidate and of his/her
spouse and that of cleperrdants.

(4) Liabilities, if any, particularly
whether there are any over
dues of any public financial
institution or government dues.

(5) The educational qualifications
of the candidate."

The Suprenre Court gave the
Electiort Courrnission two nrclnths to
inrplenrent the jucl genrent. Crlnsi-
dering tl'r;rt ' the most efticacious
llranner of inrplementing the
judgentent and thr, order of the
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honourable Supreme Court" was
through the amendment of the
nonination forms. The Election
Commission wrote to the govern-
nrerrt on May 74,2002, for amending
these fornrs. Tl're government
responded on June "19,2002 saying
that the amendment of forms could
be done only after developing
consensus amongst political parties
and for that an all party meeting had
been convened on July 8,2002. Tlle
governmerrt also requested the
Election Commission to approach
the Supren're Court to seek further
two months time for implementation
of the judgement. The Election
Commission responded to the
governnent on June 27,2002, saying
that if the government thought it
necessary to seek an extension fronr
the Supreme Court, it should
approach the court directly!

Since there was no extension
of time by the Supreme Court, the
Election Commission issued an
order on June 28, 2002, imple-
menting the Supreme Court
iudgement.

This seemed to create a flutter
in the entire political estab-lishment.
In the all party meeting on july 8,
2002, twenty-one political parties
represerrting the entire political
spectrum, in a rare show of complete
unanimity, decided that the
Supreme Court judgement arrd the
Election Commission's order could
not be allowed to be implemented.
The all party meeting unanimously
decided to irrtroduce a Bill in the
monsoon session of parlian'rent to
appropriately amend the Repre-
sentation of People Act, to prevent
iurplementation of the Supreme
Cotrrt judgenrent and Election
Conrmissi<ln's order.

With remarkable arrd almost
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unprecedented alacrity, the Larv
Ministry drafted a Bill for anrending
the Representation of People Act
and circulated it arnongst political
parties orr July 75,2002 asking for
their corrments with the specific
intention of irrtroducing and getting
the Bill passed in the nlonsool'l
session of parliar-uent.

The Draft Bill

Several provisions of the Bill
create doubts about whether the Bill
is really intended to refornr the
electoral system or to prevent any
improvenrent of the systern.

The Bill proposes tl'rat "a
person against whom charges has
been framed in two separate
criminal proceedings concertrirrg
heinous offences. at least six months
prior" to the filirrg of the rrominatiorr
paper, will be disqualified. Heinous
offences specified in the draft Bill
include murder, rape, kidnapping or
abducting in order to murder or for
ransonl, dacoity and dacoity with
nturder, waging war against
governnlent of India. One wonders
why is it that a person with one
heinous crime is suitable to becorne
a law maker, and committing a

murder or rape three or five months
before filing the nonriuartiorr is not
sericlus enough.

Another issue worth consi-
dering is: Shouldn't the voters }erow
if candidates seeking their votes
have been iuvolved in white-collar,
firrarrcial crimes such as entbezz-
lei'nent of cnrres of public funds?

Arguahlr', tfie llrtrst sigpifica nt
prorrision in the clraft Bill is orre
n,hich nraiutaius tliat "no candidate
slull be liable to disclose or fr.rrnish
any inforurrrtion wliicli is not
rerluired to Lre tlisclosecl Iunder the
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proposed billl. Notwithstanding
anytl'ring cotrtained itr any
judgenrent, decree or order of any
court or any directiorr, order or any
other instruction issued by the
Electit'lt Commission." It is clear
from this that while talkirrg about
disclualification, the draft bill
appears to be against disclosure.
The reason f or this apparent
aversion to disclosure is not hard to
seek. It finds mention at two places
in the draft Bill which is that the
amendr.rrents to the Ilepresen-tation
of the People Act proposed irr the
draft Bill "shall be deemed to have
come into force orr the 2rld day of
May,2002". It is not a mere co-
incidence that the "2nd day of May,
2002" also happens to be the day
wherr the Supreme Cclurt judgment
was delivered.

While the alacrity shown by
political parties and the government
to deal with wl'rat has been pro-
jected as judicial interference in
legislative uratters is commetrdable,
r.r,hat seenrs to have been lost sight
of is that Suprenre Court had no
interrtion whatsoever to interfere in
legislative matters. This is clear from
a reading of the Supreme Court
judgment in which the Court has
explicitly accepted that only the
legislattrre c;ur niake laws. The
Court however has also said that "if
tl're field n'leant for legislature and
execntive is left unoccupied detri-
nrerrtal to public irrterest, this Court
[has] ample jurisdiction under
Article 32 read with Articles 141 and
742 of tl-re Constitution to issue
necessary clirections kr the Executive
to subserve public interest Iitalics
atlded 1." The Sttl-,1s111g Cottrt alsrr
said that what it n'as dtring n'as "tr.r
fill the voicl, iu the absence of
sr,r i tatrle legisl.i tion " pL-ltd ill8 action
b1, 11'" legislature. The court has held
that it is a "coustittrtioual obli-
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gation" of the Supren-re Court as
well as the Election Commission ,,to

provide a solution till such tir-ne the
legislature acts to perform its role by
erractiug proper legislation to cover
the field". The Supren're Court has
also acted itr accordance with the
voters' right to inforruation, obser-
virrg that "the voters are required tct

be well informed and educated about
contesting carrdidates so tl'rat they
carr elect proper candidates by their
own assessment".

It needs to be reiterated that
the judgement is not about
disqualifying people from con-
testing elections, it is about
disclosure of the criminal back-
ground of the candidates, if any. The
Supreme Court judgment and the
order of the Election Commission
require that the candidates wanting
to contest elections for Parliament
and State Assemblies declare, by way
of an affidavit to be filed along with
the nourination paper, details of
criminal cases pendirrg against
thenr, if arry; their assets and
liabilities including those of their
dependents; and their educational
qualifications. This information is to
be made available to voters to enable
them to make an informed choice
while casting their votes. Neither the
Sr.rprenre Court judgen'rent nor the
Election Commissictn's order say
that any carrdidate will be
disqualified just on the basis of the
information provided on the
affidavit so long as the information
provided is correct. Voters will have
the freedom t() vote for a carrdidate
with a crinrinal record if they clecide
to clo st'r.

It is evident fronr the aL-rove

that changing the electoral systenr
is not going to Lre easl' btrt it ttittst
be ,lt>ne if denrocracy has to be

Lrreserved irnd strengtlienecl.

{
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Concerr.red citizens ancl civil society
groufrs lvill have to work really
hard and iu a sttstaitred urauner to
achieve auything worthwhile. Being
conrr.rritted to freedom witlr

responsibility, all Liberals need tc-r

corrtribute trl this.

MI(. JAGDEEP S. CHHOKAII is a life
mernber of the Indian Liberal Group
and a founder rnernber of the Asso-

ciation f or Deurocratic lteforrns. He is
a professor, and currently Dean and
Director In-charge, at the Indian
Institute of lvlanagernent, Ahruedabad.
IIe can be contacted at chhokar@
ii rnahd.ernet.in.

Seeking Surrender of Criminal Politicians
Sharad Joshi

Markets and elections are good examples of multitudes of free individuals
interacting amongst themselves in order to bring out the best solutions.

Their motives mightbe wrong;
but their instincts are sound and
conclusions are right. Political
parties across the ideological
spectrum of all hues and colours
have decided to counter the Sup-
reme Court judgment on the revision
in the electiorr procedure rt'ith new
legislation in tl-re forthconring
monsoorl sessiorr of Parliament.

The Supreme Court judgment
of May 2, 2()02 nrandated that
candidates disckrse their crimirral
antecedents, if any, as also their
financial and educational back-
grourrd. The Election Commission
had proposed amendment of
statutory rules and the format of
tuonriuation paf-re'rs,trl give effc'ct to
this judgment of the Supren're Court.

Arr all-party meeting was
called originally to discuss the
Election Con'rmission's proposals.
The meeting lvas actually held a

whole week after the expiry of tl're
deadline set by the Suprrenre Court.
Cousecluently, the agenda of tl-re

nreeting shifted to arr order issuerl
by the Blectiorr Conrnrissiorr, on
2fltlr J tr ne. p rescribin g freslr
affidavits to tre filt'cl trv carrdidates
ancl , n'hat is errert nrore radical,
eurpou'erirrg llettrrning Officers ttr

reject the nominations of those
candidates who do not make the
required disclosures or give false or
incomplete information. The re-
action of the political parties was
unaninrous and vehenrent.

'Confessional' Nominations

The BJP spokesman Mr. V. K.
Malhotra opened the salvo and the
other parties joined in. All of them
had serious apprel-rensions both
about the practicalities as also the
collsequences of the Suprerne Court
directive. Most of their candidates
would have had practical diffi-
culties even in putting togetl'rer the
nomination form in the new fornrat.
If they do nranage to do that, thev
rvould not have been proud of the
outc()nle. Morever this kind of a

' confessional' rromirration wor-rld be
rejected if it were not wholly true.
If it were anywhere close to reality
it would provide a soft target for the
opposing candidates and, irrespec-
tive t'lf the outcome of the polls, the
affidavits could be used against
theur as clues or evitJence for furtlrer
crinrinal and civil investigatiorrs
and,/or proi-'eedirrgs. The inior-
nratiotr contairred itr the nornination
papers about the spotrse or arl
acquaitrtance could also lrell-r
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irrculpate persons wl'ro are not even
distantly involved in the polls.
Nomination papers could well
become fecund archives for Big
Brother and a major instrument for
the Police State.

Uuder the the US Corrsti-
tution's Fifth Amendment, a citizen
cannot be forced to give testirnony
against himself. Of course, candi-
dates submitting nominaticlns for
elections are not ordinary citizer.rs
and cannot claim the privileges of
an ordinary citizen. 'Special pri-
vileges; special obligations', goes the
dictum. The Catholic Church has
institutionalized confessions; but
there is a strict assurance that its
corrtents n'ill uot t'le divulgecl urrder
any circumstarlces. The system of
confessions proposed by the Elec-
tion Conrmission provides rreither
for secrecy nor for reprieve.

It is understandable that our
political parties have strong reser-
vations about the procedttre
proposed by the Suprenre Cor-rrt aud
by tlre Electiort Conrnrissiotr kr deal
rvith the crimirralisatiorr of politics,
tlre politicizz.rtion of crinte aud
corrttptiptt. lt rt'6trlcl he trrrfair to
corrclude that all political parties
and all those in politics have

a
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skeletons in their cupboards. Not all
of them are involved in illegal
activities in equal measure. Not all
of them are qualified for sainthood
either.

Lame Duck MPs?

Some of tl're parties would be
able to draw advantage from the
Supreme Court order because they
l'rave had less opportunity to
indulge in crime and corruption.
They would have a greater chance
of watching candidates of other
parties squirm and suffer in agony.
Some others rnight be happy
because they already have efficient
watchdog systems and batteries of
lawyers in place that would permit
thenr to file counter-affidavits and
challenge nominations of opposing
candidates within hours of their
being filed. The Returning Officers
would have difficulty disposing of
all objections in good conscience
within the 24 hours given to them
for the purpose. Every candidate
whclse nonination is rejected is
likely to go in appeal. This will give
rise to a plethora of legal suits and
a category of lame duckMPs witl'r tl're

sword of eventual disqualification
hanging over their heads. This might
also give birth to a new categc'rry of
carrdidates rvho are allclwed tc.r

contest polls subject to their
clearance by a nrore conrpetent
authority at greater leisure. It cannot
be ruled out that a large number of
such grey candidates might find
favour with the electorate and we
n"ray even end by having grey MPs,
grcy ministers, and who krrows, even
grey Prime ministers! A house
corrtaining a sizeable nunrber of
Istttc tluck and grey nrembers is a

frightening prospect.

That is not all. A ptrrty that
cloes trot have the n'leans required
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for checkirrg on the affidavits filed
by candidates of other parties and
raising contentious issues in
prolonged battles of appeals and
counter appeals in order to get their
rrominations or election scratched
will be at a disadvantage. Money
will play an evell more predominant
role in the system proposed by the
Election Commission.

If the political parties had the
wrong reasons for arrivirrg at the
right conclusion, the Supreme Court
and the Election Commission, on the
other lland have come to wrong
conclusions for tl're right reasons.
There is no doubt that politics in
India is getting crirninalised and
crirne is getting politicised. The
question is, can this trend be
checked or reversed by demanding
that the intending candidates
submit a general confession of their
crimes, finances and academic
performance.

Let us examine the new
stipulations one by one.

'Criminal' Record

Firstly, the statemellt on
criminal record. According to the
notification of the Election Com-
nrission, candidates vvill have kl file
an affidavit disclosing all the
criminal cases in which they have
beerr charged, discharged, convicted
or acquitted. This rnakes little sense
in a country where most influential
criminals get tl're cases against thenr
scuttled at the FIII (First irrformatiorr
Report) stage or do not permit even
an FIR to be filed. It is orrly the
relativelv snraller fry n'ho get
charges franred against them at all.

Tlie opposition parties,
especially those in nrass ur()venrents,
have members of their caclres, every
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now and then, charged, arrested, ptrt
into custody and sentenced in a

large number of cases concerning
agitations, demonstrations, Hartals,
Rasta-roko, RaiI-roko, Dharnas,
ntorchas and other forms of civil
disobedience. In India, those arres-
ted for Satyagraha are charged under
criminal sections that do not
distinguisl'r between political m<>tive

and rnotive for personal benefit.

Difficult Affidavits

I have no intention of
contesting any election in the near
future. But were I to decide to do so,
I would need to file an affidavit with
a long anllexrlre containing a list of
over 700 cases that were filed
agairrst nle over the last 22 years, itt
the states of Maharashtra, Karna-
taka, Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana.
In one case, I was charged under
section 302 of the Indian Penal code
relating to manslaughter. The case
was committed to sessiclns but I was
acquitted in tl're sessions court on the
ground that when the incident,
resulti-ng in the death of a policeman,
occurred in the course of the
sugarcane agitation in Nashik
district on l2th November 1980, I
was already in the custody of the
police and was sitting as a detenue
irr the office of the police
Commissioner!

All Detenues are not Criminals

I've been acquitted in every
case that was filed against me. The
Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High
Court, ordered in 1986, that I be
released from detention under NSA
(National Sectrrity Act) - eqtrivalent
to today's POTA - because it refused
to believe that I could be a threat tcr

the Nation's security. l-lovu'ever, otl
recclrd, I i'rave beetr arrested by tlte
police on 27 separate occasiotrs. As
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of today, I would require a whole
team to compile tl're data otr each of
these cases. Several speakeis at the
Delhi meeting pointed out the
anomalies arisirrg out of the fact that
political deteuttes are treated on par
with comnron criminals in lrrdia.

A way out will be for the
Election Commission to treat the
case of criminal charges filed in
social-political agitatiou as uot
constituting criminal cases. But that
could operl up a gaping hole
through which could pass evell
lristory-sheeters and 'Bhais' of the
ntafin who, with their political
contacts, could urake each case
against tl'rem look like a political
one. The criminals have got stt
mixed up with sorne of the political
parties that it would be impossible
to distinguish between charges filed
for cases involving civil dis-
obedience and other cases of sheer
crinre.

Property Declaration

Next cclnres the requiremelrt
to declare one's n'rovable and
immovable property. Such declara-
tions have been filed by all
government servants since decades.
Thanks to the enornlous parallel
ecolromv and the Iarge proportion
ctf ltetmtti transacticlns, these retnrrts
lrave nrrt beer.r i rrslr umental irt
unearthing any cases of corruptiou.
Is it really llecessary for each and
every candidate to submit a

detailed statement of his property
even before the election takes place?
Will it rrot suffice if the winning
candidate is retltrirecl to snbnrit tr

statetnent oi his nrtlvable and
itntnovtrble pr()perty to tlre presiding
oiiicer oi the l-ltruse to rvhich he is
elected? J'he retr,rrrriuI officer, in anv
case, rvill be in rro positiorr to
scrtrtinize, e\/e11 cLll's()r'il\,, tlrese

statemellts frour tl're candidates
witl'rin a period of just 24 hours that
is given to him for tl're purpose. As
a consequence, there will arise new
categories of 'latne duck' and 'grey'
MPs arrd ministers.

Educational Background

Candidates can give details
of their academic background with
relative ease, along with tl're
originals or photocopies of Degree
and Diprloma certificates. But, that
does not make the Returtring
Officers' iob of scrutiny any easier.
Tl'rere exist fake universities, fake
certificates, fake mark lists and false
Degrees galore. The poor Returning
Officer has no altertrative but to
accept them at face value. The list
of MI's published by the
Pa rliamentary Secretariat contains
quite a few questionable claims of
academic accomp lishments.

The spokesmen of the
political parties rvho opposed the
proposa ls of the Election
Conrnrission at the Delhi meetirrg
hatl motives that were probably
suspect. But with the uncanny sense

of shrewd politicians they came,
nevertheless, to the right conclusion
that the rernedy was worse than the
r.rralady.

By ccllrtrast, the Election
Commission and the Supreme Court
were guilty of the inverse. They
certainly had good motives but came
kl typically bureaucratic conclusions
that are in'rpractical and potentially
harurful. The proposals intend to
attellrpt against the criminal-political
axis, rvhat Jayaprakash Naravan
attenrprtecl rvith the dactlits of
C-harltraI vallev nrirrus tlte prrrnrise
of arrrnesty arrd urintrs the assurance
of secrecy of a catholic confession.
Thc conrbinirtion of rraiveness arrd
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wooden-headed bureaucracy is so
bad that it might actually further the
criminalization of politics and the
politicisation of crime arrd put in
jeopardy the hitherto impeccable
repntation of the electoral system in
India.

Bureaucratisation

Whenever a bureaucrat faces

a problem he decides to appoint a

comn'rittee, to introduce solne
reforms, or to appoint a comnrissar
to look after the problem. Your
bureaucrat is per se an inter-
ventionist. He is irnplicitly convin-
ced of his superior wisdom arrd is,
theref ore, convinced that his
intervention is necessary and useful
fclr setting the things right. That is
typically r'r'hat happens in a

monarchy or an autocracy.

This kind of intervention has

no place in an open democratic
system. In a democracy, people are
the firral arbiters because it is
founded orr healthy skepticism of all
authority and rrot presumptiorr of
superior wisdom in any person or
institution. The democratic systems
leave it to the people with all their
shortcomings, faults and foibles, to
interact, monitoring eacl"r other and
bring about a systerll basecl otr
checks aud courrter-checks that
works without the need for any
outside intervention. Markets and
elections are good examples of
multitudes of free individuals
interacting amorrgst themselves in
clrder to bring t'lut the best sc>lutitlns.

Why Criminals Want l'ower

lf prlrlilis5 gets invacled b1'

crirninals, there trrttst tre stlure
reasorl rvhy it is happening. 'l'ou'er

c()rruLrts and absolute cclrrupts
absoltr telY', as Lord Acton's

t1
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inrmortal truisnr goes. There is no
way corruption and criminalization
of politics can be contained in a

Licerrse-Permit-lnspector I{aj. The
license-permit system allclws
smug5;lers, black-marketers and
criminals to flourish. The mafia tries
to manipulate the reigns of power
for sclmetime and then ultimately,
tries to take over the reins of power
itself. That is why they fight elections
making full use of their ill-gotten
wealth in the hope that power will
operr doors to further wealth Tl're

power-wealth-power vicious cycle
rolls on till the whole polity is
corrupted and democratic structures
start crumbling. An economic State
is incompatible with openness and
democracy and genuine denocracy
is incompatible with the license-

permit-inspector Raj.

Some Sirnple Solutions

The long-terur solution tt'ould
of course lie in making the political
State keep itself strictly away from
all economic functions so that
politicians have rro possibility of
offering free lunches and patronage
to the people who wield the ballot.
But, that is for tomorron'. In the
meanwhile, the electoral system can
certainly be reformed by neutrali-
ziug money power. This cannot be
achieved by State subventions to
election expenditure. That will
make the problenr even lnore acLlte.

Here are son're very elegant
and simple solutions that I wotrld

like to suggest to deal with the
problem:

l) Polling should take place withirr
a week of the last date of
withdrawal;

2) No propagauda should be
allowed except by word of
mouth on tl"re analogy of tvhat
happerrs under tl"re present
system in the last 36 hours
before the polling.

Simple and effective. No red
tape, no arrogation of power. That
is why it would not be accepted
either by the bureaucrats or by the
political parties.

MR. SHARAD JOSHI, is the founder,
Shetkari Sanghatana. His email address:
sh arad @m ah.nic.in
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Lord Peter Bauer 1ers-zooz)
Thomas Sowell

For decades on end, Peter Bauer stood virtually alone in opposing the
prevailing dogmas of development economists.

The death of Peter Bauer
cannot pass unn'rarked. He was one
of those people to rvhom we all owe
a great debt, whether we realize it
or not. Fle insisted on talking sense,
even when dangerous nol'lsense was
at the height of its popularity.

In the last two decades of his
life, he r+'as Lord Peter Bauer, cour-
tesy of British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher. For most of his
career, however, he was Professor
Peter Bauer of the London School of
Economics. His specialty was the
economics of under-developed
countries.

The dominant orthodoxy in
development econonrics was that
Third World countries were trapped
in a vicious cycle of poverty tl'rat
could be broken only by massive
foreign aid from the more prosper-
ours industrial nations of the world.
This rvas in keeping rvith a more
general vision on the left that people
were essentially divided into three
categories - the heartless, the
helpless, and wonderful people like
themselves, who would rescue the
helpless by playing Lady Bountiful
r'r'ith the taxpavers' n1o11e'y.

f)eter Bauer never bought any
part of that vision. He had too much
respect for people in the Third
World, where he had lived for years,
to think of them as helpless. "Before
'1886," he pointed out, "there was
n()t one cocoa tree in British West
Africa. tly the 1930s, there were
millions of acrcs urrcler cocoa there,
all ()rr'nerl arrcl operatecl try
Africans." l le rejcctecl "ctrndesceu-
sion torvarci the ordintrry peclple" ol
thc I'hird Worlrl ancl "the classi-
fication of grtrtrps as helpless."

Third World people were just
as capable of responding to tl're

incentives of a market economy as

anyone else, accorcling to Professor
Bauer, despite development econo-
rnists like Gunnar Myrdal who
depicted them as needing govenl-
ment planning imposed on them to
get ahead. Development economists'
hostility to the market and "con-
tempt for ordinary people" were to
Bauer "only two sides of the same
coin."

If poverty was a trap from
which there was rro escape, Bauer
declared, we would all still be living
in the Stone Age, since all countries
were once as poor as Third World
nations are todal'. I)eter Bauer
considered it arbitrary and self-
serving to call international transfers
of money to Third World govern-
ments "foreign aid." Whether it was
an aid or a hirrdrance was an
enrpirical questiou. Sometimes it
could turn out to be simply
"transferring money from poor
people in rich countries to rich
people in poor courrtries."

tsauer likewise rejected "over-
poptll;111r.tr'r" as a cause oi Third
World poverty, even though that
was also one of the key dogmas tlf
developnrent econonrics. Like so
much else. that dc'rive'd from the
liberal-left vision of the world,
"overpopulation" theories served as
justifications for running other
people's lives.

Peter Baue'r pointed ont that
nranv Tlrilel \\'orltl ctruntries rr,ere
nruclt ntore tliinll' populateel thau
suclr prrosperous industrial rratitrns
as japan, which haci l0 tinres the
poptrlation density of sub-Saharan
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Africa. Moreover, some Third World
countries had ample fertile land,
much of it lying unused, and often
also had valuable nattrral resorlrces,
such as were lacking in Japan.

The later research of
Hernando de Soto, published in his
book "The Mystery of Capital,"
added still more evidence that
supported Peter Bauer's thesis that
Third World people were capable of
creating wealtl'r, even if their gov-
ernn'lents followed ecclnonrically
counterproductive policies that held
them back.

For decades on end, Peter
Bauer stood virtually alone in
opposing the prevailing dogmas of
developnrent econonrists. They in
turn disnrissed him as someone far
outside the mainstream. But, with
the passing years and the repeated
and catastrophic failures of policies
and programs based on the theories
of developntent ecouomics, thc'
orthodoxy began to erode and
finally to collapse.

At the end of his life, Peter
Bauer was in the mainstreanr - not
because he had moved but becatrse
the nrainstream now n'roved ovr'r t()
where he had been all along. It is a
painful reflection on tl'rose whcr
award Nobel prizes that Gunnar
Myrdal received one and Peter Bauer
did not. Yet, on the eve of his death,
Lord Bauer was awarded the Milton
Friedman prize, worth half a million
dollars, for his work.

Peter Bauer's career shotrld be

an inspiration to all those w,ho fight
au trphill battlt' against p-trcvailing
orthocl oxies
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1"5th August - A Day to R.joice or to Atone?
Prem Vaidya

Celebrating 1Sth August as 'lndependence Day' is trying to twist historical
facts. Certainly, it was not lndependence Day. lt was a Day of the Partition of

the lndian sub-continent. And so, certainly not a day for celebration.

I5th AUGUST 1947. Do you
rernember that Day? Year after year,
we are asked to celebrate this day
as 'hrdependence Day'. A Day of
horrors arrd dismay ... a Day of
incalculable human losses...arr
emotionally cl'rarged atmosphere
.Day throughout the Indian sub-
continent ... a Day exposing the
political bankruptcy of our people...
a Day when India was Partitioned
accornpanied by a comnrunal
holocaust the like of which this
country had never witnessed
before?

After the Second World War,
lndia's independence was inevi-
table; it was just a matter of time. But
certainly not its division! There was
'rebellion' irr the air. The treason
trials at the Red Fort, of the officers
of tl're'h'rdian National Army' (lNA),
of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. The
mutiny by the Iioyal Indian Navy
personnel in Mumbai, Karachi,
Cochin, Vishakapatnanr and
Calcutta and the defiance by the
Royal lndiarr Air Force. All these
compelled British Prime Minister
Clement Attlee to announce: 'Britain
is transferring power due to the fact
that the Indian mercenary arny is
rro longer loyal to Britairr arrd Britain
carirrot afford to have a large British
Army to hold on to Inclia.'

lnstead of Jurre 194t1, Lord
li4 o r-rr r Lb.r t tell .rri \'.1 I rceLl tl re d;r te ftri
thc 'Transfer o[ ['orl'cr' to Ar.rgust
15, 1917. ['leirse note the glittering
.rct of divine proviclerrce - The 'Jervel

on the British Crowu' the Indiarr
Empire, rvas liquidated by Lord
Mountbatten the great-grandson of
Queen Victoria who ruled over al1

Empire where the sun never sets. The
right to freedom of 400 million
Irrdians was ackrrowledged, settirrg
the stage for the dissolution of the
largest Empire in history.

Six thousand miles away
from lndian soil, the fate of India
was decided on the last day of May
1947 by His Majesty's Government
orr the basis of the 'Mountbatten
Plan' for the'Partition of India' and
the 'Transfer of Power' to the domi-
nion t>f India and the creation of the
dominion of Pakistarr. Britisl'r
i'renrier Attlee described the Act as

'Not the abdication but the
fulfillment of Britairr's Mission in
India, a sign of the strength and
stability of the British Common-
wealth.'

The then leac-lers of the biggest
political party in India, the Indian
National Corrgress, asked our
coLlrltrynrell to accept this Partition.
In the ra'est, the fertile land from
where the Aryan culture spread
throughout the country, became a

'foreigrr land' for us. To the east,
'Sclrrar tsangla' re-christeued'East-
Pakistan became hostile to us.

Fnrlrr tlre dar,r,tr of lristory, tlre
Irrdiarr strLr-ctrntirrerrt lri.rtl sjrtrrr'ri,r
reuralkable quaIit;' of assinrilation.
Datlabhai Naoroji, bclorrging to the
tlricroscrr[ric I'atsi ctrtrrtnurtitl, in
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India arrd elected president of tl're
lndian National Congress thrice
(1886, 1893 and 1906) had appealed
to tl-re people of this country in 1885
in the following terms:

"My dear countrymen, be
united; preserve and achieve self-
government so that India may once
lrore occllpy its place among the
greatest and among most civilised
nations of the world."

Alas, 62 years later, the
leaders of the same Indian National
Congress agreed to the vivisection
of the country!

Ironically, in British termino-
logy; it was described as 'Transfer
of Power' and not Indian Irrde-
peudence - the'Transfer of Polver'
of just eleven British-adn'rinistered
provinces to India and Pakistan!

"Keep a part of India" was
Winston Churchill's parting advice
to Ceneral Ismay rvho lvas
proceeding to lndia as n'rilitary aide
to Lord Mountbatten. The British
design was to balkanize India! The
562 Indian princely states - symbols
of the tsritish Raj - who had been
guaranteed their sovereignty,
subject to (British) Paramountcy,
were told by Britain's last Viceroy
in Irrdia Lord Mountbatten that that
paralr()u11 tcv worrlrJ lapse tttr
Arrgrrst 15, 1947 arrcl the pritrces
ttoulrl Lre f rce to clecide u'hether tcr

jt'irr Irrtl i"i or I'akist.trt rrr retttaill
indeperrdeut sovereign kingdonrs!
This led sonre pritrces tct cherish tl're
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hope of maintaining their
sovereignty even after the
departure of the British!

On June 3,7947, Jawaharlal
Nehru aud Mohammad Ali Jinnah
accepted the'Mountbatten Plan' -

the Partition of India into two
Dominiorrs - India and Pakistan.
Tl're Dourinion of Pakistan would
consist of Muslim-majority provin-
ces irl the districts of Bengal and
Punjab.

The sovereignty of India was
negotiated by the leaders of the then
two main political parties in India:
The Indian National Congress and
the Muslim League! The All India
Congress Conlmittee (AICC) finally
accepted the Partition Plan
supported by Nelrru. On June 4,
Gandhiji irr his prayer meeting
regretfully anrrourrced the decision,
Maulana Azad the author of India
Wirrs Freedom wrote in his book:

"The AICC rnet on l4th Jurre
1947... Congress was now
corrsidering an official resolution
for dividirrg the country. Parrdit
Govind Ballabh Pant moved the
resolutiou and after Sardar ['atel
aud Jarvaharlal spoke on it,
Candhiji l'rad to interveue...lt was
impossible for me to tolerate this
abject surrender on the part of the

Congress. In my speech I clearly
said that the decision which the
Working Committee had reached
was the result of a most nnfor-
tunate development... After the
first days' debate, there was very
strong f eeling against the
Working Committee's resolutiorr.
Neither Pandit Pant's persua-
siveness nor Sardar Patel's
eloquence had been able to
persuade the people to accept this
resolution... It therefore, became
necessary for Candhiji to
iutervene in the debate... When
the resolution was put to the vote,
29 voted for it ancl 15 against.
Even Gandhiji's appeal could
not persuade rnore members to
vote for the partition of tl're
corurtry."

Vinoba Bhave, a stanrrch
disciple of Carrdhiji, who never
indulged in politics, gave verlt to
his feelings wherr he said: "This was
a Himalayan blunder. Even the
weak suppclrt lent by Gandhi to the
Congress Working Committee's
resolution was not proper" (Vinobn

Life nnd Mission by Suresh llam,
published by the Sarva Seva Sangh).

In reality, the Partition was
not agreed to by the vast majority of
Hindus and Sikhs or even by a

majoritv of Muslims. Despite the fact
that Pakistalr was
crea ted ()11 th e
Lrasis of a hortrt-
larrd for Muslims
irr the Irrdiarr Strb-
corrtinent. India
and not Pakistan is

honre to the
second largest
Mr:slinr populatiorr
in the rvorlel, the
f irst being Ind o-
rlesia.

lrt i'r,rnjab it
u, rts cortsiciereLi alr
r rt-casion lor trtottr-

ning. Even Garrdhiji who had earlier
vowed that partition lvor-rld be over
his dead body, yielded witl-r a sense
of helplessness.

On August 74, 1947 irr
Karachi, now in Pakistan, in the
newly fornred Cclnstitution
Assembly, amidst thunderous
applause, Mohammed Ali Jirrnah
anrrounced that a green flag with the
crescent and star and band of white
would be the national flag of
Pakistan. And then, pointing
towards the white band, he said
that it represented the mitrorities
wl'ro would be safe in Pakistan!

Alas, within a motrth, by the
end of September most of the
Hindus from Sind and Sikhs from
the Puujab were pushed out of
Pakistan and their land arrd
property grabbed! What followed
has been described as the biggest
mass migration in history.

Delivering his fanrous'Tryst
witl'r Destiny'speech a few minutes
before the stroke of midnigl'rt on
Augtrst 15,1947, in the Constituent
Assenrbly irr New Delhi, Nehru
said:

"Long years a ago, we had
made a tryst with destiny, and
now the tinre comes when we
shall redeenl our pledge, not
wholly or in full measure, bnt
substa ntia lly... "

A flaslrback worth remenl-
bering here. On the stroke of
rrridniglrt orr Decer:rber 37,1929, as

the new year dawned,40-year-old
Jawaharlal Nehru, as president of
the Indiau National Congress, had
runfurlecl the flag of 'lndependent
Irrdia' on the banks of the ltavi river
at I-alr<rre, taking a pledge for'Poorru
3t\ ill{lll' - c<lurplete inciepet.rdetrce
- trrr the n'irole lndian sttb-cotrtiuetrt.
Alas, that verv place, irorrr Atigtrst
15,1947 becaure a 'foreigtr latrd', ttt

r.rsl

h't-,-,
June 1947. The Congress Working Comrnittee accepts the
'Mountbatten Plan' for the Partition of lndia. Jawaharlal Neltru,
G. P. Pant, Rajendra Prasad seen raising their hands
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Please remember tl'rat August
75, 1,947 was the daY when the
British granted don'rinion status to
'partitioned' India bY Lord
Mountbattetr as the last ViceroY
who owed allegiance to the British
Crown. Therefore, certainly it was
not Independence Day. We were still
a British Douriuion.

People in general, attribute
Indian freedonr to Gandhiji, but he
felt no sense of victory at all. He was
a completely isolated man. Feeliug
miserable, he left Delhi to be far
away from the official rejoicing on
August 15, 1947.In fact, he observed
fast orr that day and was camping
at Calcutta in the midst of horrible
communal riots that had erupted
like red-l-rot molten lava. Gandhiji
was literally all alone trying his best
to bring peace anlong the Hindu
and Muslinr conrnrunities.

On August )7,7947, two days
after 'lndependence Day', the
Radcliffe Award (Map 1) was
annourrced for further chopping-off
Mr-rslim majoritv districts in Punjab
;rnd Bengal rt'hich n,ent to l'akistan.
With lightr.rirrg speed conrnrunal
riots Erlr"rptc(l allt(rng I lirrclr-rs arrtl
lr'luslims. Ne.trl1, 4() ;rep cerrt of the
Siklr Pqrplrl;riion rn West I'urt;ab
Lreeanre honrelcss ancl h;rd to leave
tlteir honies arrtl l'lee to India as

refugees! The Congress
leaders wauted freedom
at any cost without
prepariug for the iuevit-
able conseqttences of
partition. While a harrd-
ful clf leaders were
celebra ting freedom
countless suffered and
perished on both sides. A
300-krn. stretch of the
India-Pakistan border,
from Pathankot trr

Ferozepur was danger-
ously disturbed.

By September 13, the world's
biggest convoy carrying eight lakl'r

rron-muslim refugees moved on foclt

to cross the newly and arbitrarily
created frontiers of West Punjab in
Pakistan and started pouring into
Delhi.

Greatly disturbed
Candhiji, at his prayer
meeting on Septeurber 15,

lamented:

'I have heard that a

collvoy of Hindus arrd
Sikhs fifty-seven miles long
is pouring into the Indialt
Urrion from West ['junjab. It
makes my brain reel to
think how this can be. Such
a happening is unparalle-
led in the history of tl're
n'orld.'

Dr. Sarvapalli Itadha-
krishnan, speaking on

October 2, in a nationwide broad-
cast on All India Radio, on
Gandhiji's birthday said:

"The British Covernment had
inflictecl a grievtlus wrong on this
countrv by inrposiug l)artitiort
.r ttrl rr'e lratl .re 11u iescecl by
accepting it. No trnrount of regret
rvotrlcl Lrring Lrack a lost o1'rpor-

tr.rnitl'. Ivlistakes of an lxrur nright
have to be atoned for by the
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sorrow of years."

With remarkable foresight,
Sardar Patel used his ingenuity and
with the help of V. P. Menon, (Map
2) all the princely states were
integrated into the Union of India
with a stroke of the pen - wiping off
all the grey patches (representing the
prince-doms) from the map of India!

Time heals. People in
general, have now accepted the
Partition of India as a fait accompli.
But year-after-year, celebrating the
15th August as 'Independence Day'
is trying to twist historical facts.
Certainly, it was not lndependence
Day. It was a Day of the Partition
of the h'rdian sub-continent. And so,

certainly not a day for celebrations
but a Day to atone and take a pledge;
not t.ry a fen, fronr the ranrparts of
the Iled Fort, Delhi - but by all the
citizens of the country, from
Kashnrir to Kanyakunrari and from
the Andamans to Lakshadweep.

We should be alert in future
so that past mistakes are not
conrnritted again.

NEVEI{ ACAIN... NEVEI{
ACAIN... NHVER AGAIN.

I\lR. l'REN'l VAll)YA, a dr.rcumcnt.rry
filrn-nrakcr, n'orkcd rvith the Films
Division. Governtnent of India till his
rctirc'rnent.
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The President's Inaugural Speech
A. P. I. Abdul Kalam

I wish to emphasize my unflinching commitment to the principle of
secularism, which is the corner stone of our nationhood and which is

the key feature of our civilisational strength.

Indian civilizational heritage is built on urriversal That nreat'rs, "What you want to do tomorrow do
spirit. India always stood for friendship and extends it today, and what you want to do today do it now".
warm hands to the whole world.

This visir>n of developed nation needs to be
achieved with Parlianlentary deuocracy, which is the
core of our goverllance systen. The basic structure of
our Corrstitution has stood the test of time. I am confident
that it will continue to be responsive to the demands
of changing situations. The first and foren'rost task is
to respect and uphold the constitutional processes, in
the best interest of our people atrd our nation, without
fear or favour and with fairness and firmness. India is
a Union of States based on the framework of cooperative
federalism. Within the cooperative frame-work, there
is also a requirement to develop competitive strengths
for the States so that they can excel at the national level
and the global level. Conrpetitiveness helps in ensuring
economic and managerial efficiency and to be creative
to meet new challenges. These are essential to survive
and prosper in a fast changing world of today. Irr

addition, in order to strengthen democratic processes
arrd institutiolr, we should all truly strive for substantive
decentralization.

I wisl'r to emphasize my unflinching comnritment
to the principle of secularism, which is the corner stone
of our nationhood and which is the key feature clf our
civilisational strength. During the last one year I met
tr ntrn'r['rer of spiritual leaclers of all religions. They all
echoed one nlessage, that is, unity of minds aud hearts
of our people will happen and we will see the golderr
age of our country, very soon. I would like to endeavour
to work for bringing about unity of minds among the
divergent traditions of our country.

Alrtng with speedy developrneut aimed at
elimination of poverty artd un-etnplctymerrt, natioltal
security has to be recognizect by every Indian as a
rrational I.riorit\'. Irrrleed, nraking Irtdia strottg anci self-
reliartt - econrrnrically, socially and rlilitarily - is ottr
krre tt.ttrst tluty to trttr ttriltherl;rttcl .rttd t() otlrsL'lves ant'l

to our fr"rturc gertcrittiotts.

When the child is enrpowered by the parerrts, at

We have made significarrt achieventents iu the
last fifty years in food production, health sector, higher
education, media and mass comntuttication, industrial
infrastructure, information technology, science alrd
technolclgy and defence. Our nation is elrdowed witl'r
natural resources, vibrant people and traditional value
systenr. In spite of these resources/ a number of our
people are below the poverty litre, underuourished and
lack primary education itself. Our aim is to eurpower
them to be poverty free, healthy and literate. A cclutrtry
needs to have the characteristics as defined in
Thirukkural, composed over 2000 years ago:

'Pini inmai Selaam Viltriuinbam Emam; Aniyenba
Nattirkia aaintlu(

That is, "the itnportaut eleurents that constitute
a nation are: being disease free; wealth; high
productivity; harmonious living alrd strong defence".

All our efforts should be focused towards building
these five elernents at various levels in a coherent and
in an integrated nranner. I am convinced that our natiou
with a strong, vibrant and billion plus population can
contribute to realize these elements.

Today clur country is facing challenges such as

cross border terrorism, certain internal conflicts aud un-
et'rrpkryment. To face these challenges, tl'rere urust be a
vision to eusure focused action of one billiorr citizens
of this great country with varied capabilities. What can
be that vision? It can be none other than transfc>rmiug
Iudia into a 'Devekrped Nation'. Can goverrrmeut aklre
irclrieve this Vision? Now rve treed a movenrerrt irr the
courrtry. 'fhis is the tin're to ignite the nrinds of the people
ior this rlovement. We will rvrlrk for it. Wc carlllot
enrerge as a developed natiorr if we do trot learn tr.r

Iritrrsact r'vith sPeecl . I recall the sairrtly ]'roet l(rl-rir's
rvisdortr to us:

'Knnl Knrc So Aoj Kor; Anj Kara So Ab'
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various phases of growth, the child transforms into a

responsible citizen. When the teacher is empowered with
knowledge and experience, good young human beings
with value systems take shape. When individual or a

team is empowered with technology, transformation to
higl-rer potential for achievement is assured. When the
leader of any institution empowers l'ris or her people,
leaders are born who can change the nation in n'rultiple
areas. Wl'ren the women are empowered, society with

stability gets assured. When the political leaders of the
nation enpower the people through visionary policies,
the prosperity of the nation is certain. The mediuut for
transfornration to develclped India is the empowennellt
at various levels with power of knowledge.

This is an abridged version of the Inaugural speech
delivered by the President of India on July 27,2002

Louella Lobo Prabhu

AS

The Week magazine with its
cover story on the incoming
President, and dark type boxes in the
daily papers, when put together, form
intriluing glimpses into the life of
the new President of India, A.P.G.
Abdul Kalam.

He was born poor, but, not
destitute. His father was connected
with the Ranreshwaram ferry, and
lost his only boat, saying "lnsh-
allah" - It is the will of God. His
sister's jewellery put hin througl'r
higher studies, done at St. Joseph's
College, Tiruchirapalli. Thus,
tliough his "Hindu" side has been
stressed, there was also an exposure
to Christianity, in life. He has not
acknowledged this debt.

Tl'rere was a point in his life,
when he wanted to be a pilot.
Because of his height, he finished 9th
out of 25, and just n'rissed his
entrance to the I.A.F., wheu S were
selected in his year. Deeply dejected,
for the first tinre in his life, he went
rlrr a Hindu religious pilgrimage, arrd

l)let ir seer, whtl consolecl hir-rr, "l
ctrnrrot tell you how high you will
go, but take heart, y()u are at tire
beginniug of a long journey". FIis
failtrre to beconre a prikrt, took lrinr
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to aeronautical engineerirrg. After
that, he did not look back.

The public is thrilled to see a

non-political person as Head of the
Republic of India. However, he has
never been in governmentbefore, and
does not know how it runs. His first
press conferel'lce was a nrinor
disaster. To claim that nuclear
deterrence was the reason for no
escalation into war, suggests that we
should disband our army. His
nlalll'rer of handling it, was like that
of a school master with dirn-wits in
the classroom.

I am glad that at least in one
respect he is not frugal. His mop of
greying locks, are lrandled t'ry a hair
stylist who charges Rs.500-850 for
a session. He is knclwn to ask for
hair-conditioning tips. It was men-
tioned that when Indira Gandlli
wanted to congratulate him, he had
no suit to wear. He seems to have
got over tlrat laculrae. TIrc Week's

cover slrows him in a slrlart blue suit.
Ile must have travelled quite often,
abroad, thart too, in the best scientific
circles. Ile is sr.rre ttl have sotne
fclrnral wear rlow. lf trot, siuce there
is a bancluet for visiting dignatories
alurost every da\', he n'ill have kr Lrnt
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wardrobe expenses on his bill, as he
did with the Rs.15,000/- for his
deposit. That was a nice touch, but
with an overtone of what Catholics
(like his ex-Professor, Fr. Sequeira)
might term as "scrupulosity".

The Swatantra Party
- Victory in Defeat

By Col. H. R. Pasricha

This is the story of the
Swatantra Party as told by the
late Col. H. R. Pasricha, a

senior member of the Party -
A f irst person narrative
interpreting the events as he
understood them.

Published by

The Rajaji Foundation

Price Rs.150/-

Copies available at the office
of The Rajaji Foundation, 1st
Floor, Sassoon Building, 143,
Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Mumbai 400 001. Phone :

2674453

India's New President

The public is thrilled to
Head of the

see a non-political person
Republic of lndia.



In evaluating l'ris call-
didature, lack of constitutional
krrovvledge was listed as a weaktless.

The incoming President has made up
for this, double-time and has done
rvhat no incotnitrg I'resident has
done before him. He has sent a

personal letter to his electorate. Has
he meditated on his position as a
Mr,rslim, in a Party which has dealt
rvith theur, as was seerl in Gujarat?
There is alscl, before governl'nellt, a

set of recommeudatious on areas of
the Constitutiorr, in need of change.
The lReport asserted freedoru of
couscience, but the newspapers dicl
not mention whether the
Colnmission has pronounced its

anendments, if any, to the right of
"propagation" (Article 25), and the
right tcl educational autonomy in the

running of minoritv iustitutions
rvithout krss of grant, by the State
(Article 30). The Itrcouting President
has stateci that the Constittttion is

irrdestructible, and that its basic
structure is sacrosanct. I rvouder
whether the leadership will get the

message?

Tcl balance tl're nrinority
stance, he has condeluned crtlss
border te'rrorism by Pakistan, and
stated that no effort will tre spared,
in puttirrg it down. He once agaiu
stated that it was impossible rrot to

nuclearise India, in contending with
such a hostile neighbour. He felt that
the primacy of national security, rvas
a fundamental proposition of
governance.

He als<> had some remarks tcr

make on secularism - part of the
naticlnal character, arrd on harnro-
rrious Cerrtre-State relations. In short,
if the N.D.A. tl'rought, as the
"Syrrdicate" did, ais-a-uis [ndira
Carrcilri, it does uot have a ghungi
gudiya on its hand, but a Rasl'rtrapati
rvho will decide issues on their
rnerits, with the cold, clear, logic of
a scientist.

President.

,l11 When a Bill has been passed
by the Houses of Parliament,
it shall be preserrted to the
PresidenU and the President
shall declare either that he
assents to the Bill, or that he
rv i tlrlrolcl s asselr t thereilotl;

I'rovided that the President
may, as soon as 1'rossible after
the presentatiorr to him clf a

tsill for assent, return the tsill
if it is not a Money Bill to the
llcluses with a nlessage
reclttestirrg that theY r,r'ill
recottsicler the tsill or illlY
s;-rccified Lrrovisitltrs thereof
.rrrcl, in particular, lvill
r-rrttsirlt'r llre tlesirabilitv of
in trodircinq atr\' *ttclt atletrd-
lllt'll ts as llt: lttirl' recolttlttettd
itr liis tnessage, arttl tvht'tt a
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The President's Powers
Minoo Masani

The general view of political parties and political scientists on the powers of lndia's President is that
he is a titular Head of State without any real powers.

The late Mr. Minoo Masani, a member of the Constituent Assembly, did not subscribe to this view.
According to him, the President is not a 'dummy'. He has certain real powers. The following article on
his views on the President's powers was first published in The Statesman and reprinted in the Freedom
First of July 1987.- Ed.

Tlrc Tinrcs ot' India, published
on 29th March 1987 arr article by me
entitled "The l{oots of the i)resident-
Prime Minister Clash". I had quoted
the relevant articles <lf the Consti-
tr-rtion and established that the
Corrstitution adoptecl by the Consti-
tuerrt Assenrblv, of n'hich I rvas a

menrber, harl given the I'resident clf

the Ilepublic the role of being one of
the checks and balarrces to the
po\\'ers of the l)rime Minister of the
day. While I have received several
letters and telephone calls saying
l'rilw pleased those concerned were
witl.r mv article, the ctllumns of the
Tinrcs oi lrrrlia have carried three or
four artit:les antl letters argrrirrg that
I rvi-ts wrorrg anti tlrat tlre l'resiclerrt
of tlrr, licptrtrlic is a ritrnutrl' arrd has
ttrt ltr',u,tjr at'all t<'r act ott lris ilvn.

lVliat puzzles nie is horr-
irrtelligcnt pt:ople eau possitrltr

argue, as they have done, tlrat the
Presideut can dcl nothing at all
except on the advice of the I'rinre
Minister and tl're Cabirret of the day.

Powers of the President

The Constitution as enacted
in 1,c)50 1'rrot,irl e's:

74(1) There shall be a Couucil of
Ministers rvith the ['rime
Minister at the head to zrid

and advice the I'resident in
the exercise of his fuuctions.

75('l) The I'rime Minister shall be

appointed bv tlre Presiclent
and the other Miuisters shall
!1' 1pPei11[s1l lr1' the l)t'csi,lt'ttt
ott the ar'lvit't'oi tlre I'ritrre

- l''l iriister.

(2) "T'lrt' IVlinisters shall ltrrlci olfice
rlr.r rirrg tlte ple1s11 1'e ol'tlte

I" ri'ed rt t n. lt i rsl,l u l y - Sc pta trfter 200!
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Bill is so returned, the Houses
shall reconsider the Bill
accordingly, and if the Bill is
passed again by the Houses
with or without an"lendlnent
and preserrted to the President
for assent, the President shall
not withhold assent there-
from."

In the light of this clear
language, I find it hard to under-
stand the plea made to me except to
assunre that the Constituent
Assembly was made up of nin-
compoops without any knowledge
of the English language. While I do
not object to this aspersion in so far
as I am concerned, I cannot let it
pass in relation to eminent men and
wonen like Dr. Anrbedkar, Dr. K. M.
Munsl'ri, Dr. Gopalaswami lyengar,
Pandit Jawal'rarlal Nel'rru, Dr. Alladi
Krishnaswami lyer, Mrs. Vijaya-
Iakshmi Pandit and Mrs. Hansa
Mehta.

If my critics are right, the
absurd situation follows that, when
the Constitution says that tl're Prime
Minister and Cabinet hold office
"during the pleasure of the
President" what we rneant was that
they would hold office at their own
pleasure! Can we imagine any
Prime Minister going to the Presi-
dent arrd saying: "Sir, I advice you
to dismiss me and my cabinet"?
Similarly, if the President cannot
withhold his assent from a Bill and
retum it to Parlian'rent on his own,
he would have to call the Prime
Minister, who has taken the trouble
to pass the Bill through the two
Houses of Parliament, and ask the
Prinre Minister to advice him to
withhold assent from the same Bill!

The question tl'rat arises is
why is it so difficult for nlany
people in this country to accept the
language of the Constitution? Ob-
viously it goes against some basic
prejudice of theirs. Having puzzled

over this, I have come to the
conclusion that there is
considerable disagreement
about the meaning of the
word'democracy'. My under-
standing is that democracy is
the rule of the people by the
people and that, where there
is a difference of opinion, the
views of the nraiority should
normally prevail, provided it
shows corrsideration for
rrrirrorities aud the individual
citizen.

Democracy is not Majority
rule

In other words,
democracy is not majority
rule. The tyranny of a brute
majority carr be as un-
rleln()cratic and oppressive as

the tyrauny of a minority or
an individr-ral. Ilitler canle t()
p()rver on the strength rlf a

"orre man one vote" ntafority

and then proceeded to destroy every
vestige of denrocracy in Germany.
The Black African dictators claim to
be elected by a majority. This has
provoked an eminent anthropologist
like Elspeth Huxley to observe dryly:
"one nan, otte vote, once!"

What I am saying is fairly well
understood on both sides <lf the
Atlantic where it is known as the
doctrine of 'countervailing power'.
There are, however, in our part of the
world too many people of the view
that the rule of Sinhalese over
Tamils is dernocratic, that the rule
of Blacks over the Whites in South
Africa would be democratic and, by
the same token, Hindu rule over
Muslims is democratic.

With all respect, I rnust
disagree. In countries that are
homogeneous and the majority shifts
from election to election, majority
rule becomes tolerable, but in
polyglot countries like ours, where
there is a permanent religious,
linguistic or racial majority based on
birth which can never shift, majority
rule carr be undenrocratic. In such
conditions, democracy calls for tlre
sharing of power, checks and
balances and a truly pluralistic
society.

The Constitution of the Swiss
Confederation which is made up of
German speaking, French speaking
arrd Italian speaking Sn,iss, is based
on this principle by providing that
the Cabinet or the Executive is
elected from time to time by pro-
portional representation so that all
sizeable minorities form part of the .

Government along with the rnajority.

I know this is heresy for manY
people ir-r India and the infamous
Forty-secrlnd Anrendnretrt ttl the
C<urstitution, which Mrs. Candhi
rushed through Parliauretrt dr.rrirlg

the Enrergency, sLrPports this view.
But this Aurendmetrt shortld be

Reflections on
the Incoming President

We knew yotr would be President,
Arrd rtow you really arc.

Of all the constcllations,
Yours was the lucky star.

Yo{ue traaelled quite a long way,
From a boatman's slutrty small,
To grace the rnble edifice,
Of Luttlerr's Mwtsion tnll.

Your gaze was on the starlite sky,
But now, on earth it must be trained,
For you Inae manrl things to learrr,

With office, you luae gained.

You'll have to leaoe Missile.s awhile,
And then studv the Cortstitution book,

For tlis is trow your major work,
Needing nnre than cursory look.

Good Iuck, g,ood healtlt, good spced,

Mary Lfu bc al.irtavs utith rlou,

irt cuenl hour of necd.

Louella Lobo Prabhu
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struck down as ultra aires the
Constitution. It is a crying shame
that the Janata Covernment, which
came to power in 1978 with this as

part of its manifesto, failed to repeal
that amendment in toto.

All this is not at all theoretical
in today's situation. The Union
Government of the day has lost its
n-roral legitimacy arrd Parliament has

ceased to represent the people of
India. In this situation, Dicey's wise
words become relevant:

"There are certairrly combi-
nations of circnmstances under
which the Crown has the right to
dismiss a Ministry who conmand a
parliamentary majority and to
dissolve the Parliament by which the
Ministry are supported ... The reasoll

why the House can in accordance
with tl're Constitution be deprived of
power and of existence is that an
occasion l'ras arisen in whicl'r there
is fair reasoll to suppose that the
opinion of the House is not the
opinion of the electors."

Courtesy: TIte Statesntan.

First published, in Freedont,Fr?sf, No.387,
July 1987.

ILG Press Release

Madhya Pradesh chief minister Mr. Digvijay Singh
has called for "a radical redefining of governance". Speaking
in Delhi at the first Minoo Masani Memorial lecture,
rrrganised by the Indian Liberal Group (lLC) on the occasion
crf tlre late Liberal's death anniversary on May 27, Mr. Singh
lan'rented the fact that India is today suffering from
ovcrllovernancc'. "Thc first half century of our independence
we spent on strengthening the apparatus of governance,"
he said and pointed out that not only did this push up
government's salaries and pension bills but "tl're structure
of governance cralnps individual initiative and we'akens
accotrntalrility." To set right this distortion, l're said the most
obvious thing to do is "to make the juice of denrocracy
florv ;igairr thrtlngh dc'centralisation and involve the people
directly in governance."

He drew attention to the fact that "a new architecture
of governance" in the form of decentralisation throttgh
panchayati rai put in place by late Raiiv Gandhi had "led
to thc frceing ()f Political sPa6c irr rnral India fronr its
erstrvhilc contrrrllers in an urrprecedcntccl I-uanucr". IJc saicl
this has now "led to a rnillir>n mutinies of freedom in every
village in India".

l'aying tribute to Masani, Mr. Singh said that
reclaiming free.doms was a goal that Masani was
"uncomprornising about and he suspected every iutrusion
into thc sphcre of individual freedom irrc'spcctivc ttf the
prtrilaiurcd objcctives of the ir-rtruclcr inclr"r.ling the nroclcru
Irrcli;rn statc." That is why, hc said, his s()vcnrnrcnt u,as
ctrnccrrtrating ()11 cnlp()rvcring tlrc 1-rcoplc irrrcl crrtltrsti nq
thcur with rcsprlrrsiLrility irr such arr.as as t'dtrcntion, lrcalth
.rrrcl rr',rter.

More Governance with Less Government

The First Minoo Masani Memorial Lecture
Delivered by Mr. Digviiay Singh, Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh

He said Madhya Pradesh had schools and colleges
managed by local communities, hospitals supervised by Rogi
Kalyan Samitis, water managed by Pani Roko Sarrffis and
forests managed by forest protection samitis. Debunking
the myth that people are not willing to pay taxes or user
charges, he referred to examples from Madhya Pradesh to
show that pcoplc are willing to pay if they know the money
was going to be used for their welfare.

The ILG was started by Masani in 1954 to place before
the country an alternative to socialist policies and promote
the liberal point of view on issues of the day. It is now
cngaged in edr.rcating the public that liberalism is not only
a nrethod of economic engineering but also as a philosophy
of govcrnance that promotc's a civil society.

Presiding over the function, Mr C.R. Irani, editor-
in-clrief of The Statesman and a close friend of Masani, said
Masani would be delighted at how grassroots democracy,
a caLlse dear to his heart, rvas being promoted in Madhva
I'rad esh.

Calling Mr. Singh "lndia's most urrusual but sorely
needed cl.rief nrinister", ILG president S. V. I{aju said Masani
rvould be chuckling with dclight that a Congressman was
delivering tl're first memorial lecture in his honour because

hc had got his priorities right. Masani, he pointed out, wanted
a strong state that enforces the rule of law but at the same
time a minimal state which conccntrates on physical and
social infrastructurc' anLl on qoocl goverrraucc. Thcse are
prcciscly the areas, lrc plrinlcgl out, tlrat Mr. Singh is
cr)rlccrltrltirtg ott ,tttd his crpt:rir.nL'rts rvottlri ir.r', e rltct rr'itlr
M asatri's r'r, lrolt'hc;r rtcd a [r]rr()\'aL

lssucrl on I\lrv 27,2tll)2.

For tha full tt'xt of the speech, pleast, r,isit our rrt,bsita t+,rt,t+'.lilreralsindia.cttnr or rvritc to thc Indiatt Libcral Gtoup, 1st
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Self-reliance: the keynote of our independence
Long b€lore uro won our freedom,

s€]t-rellanc€ was he goal ol hose of our
people who could hink for themselvas
and sh€d lhs shackles ol d€p€ndence :

mon of loreslght and d€t€rmlnation, like
tudeshlr and Pirolsha GodreJ, who had
conlindence ln the count.ys capabilities
and shared the sarne ideals wlth Tilak,
Tagore, Gandhi and Nehru who practis€d
selFreliance.

ln Godrsl, sell-relhnce has be€n
consid€red lndispensable to progress,
he alm being not just sell-sufficiencf lor

lhe orgainsation but lor the whole
country. Progress can only be achi€ved
ln a milieu of progress.

Based on our country's needs, and
sxploiting th€ counry's own r€sources,
Godrej have diversified.

Mad6 to intemational standards and
backed by continous lechnical innova-
tion, $ek producls range lrom locks and
sscurity oquip€m€nl, machino tools,
lorklilt trucks, archit€cture and ste€l
castings to lumitur€, bDewriters,
retrig€rators, computers and sl€clronic

blslness syst€ms as well as soaps,
delergonts, tolletrles, chemicats, anlmal
feeds, agro-producls and sdibl€ oils.

The Godrei induslrial garden
township at Vikhroli-Pirdshanagar. ls.an
exampl€ of self-reliance and progress.
For heir worker Godrel hav6 provided -
in a unique environment - many social
benelits : €xtensfue housing, sihools,
and adult oducation, r€creation, m€dical
and lamily-plannlng b€n€flts..

Self-reliance ls both a means and
an end.

For Godrei it is the essence of independence.

''r}')



The I&K Massacres
- Stretched to Breaking Point

Eustace D'Souza

Conditions within the State must be made intolerable for terrorists to exist
and operate and this means winning over the hearts and minds of the

people of the State.

Tl-rere is a growing grouuds-
well of concerrred public opinion
against the perceived inaction of the
Govenrment, both State and Central,
of how to react to the senseless killing
of innocent civilians including
women and children as manifest it't

the recent ruthless mowing down of
28 deprived residents of tl're

Qasimnagar, slum on the outskirts
of Jammu City, by cross border
terrorists, described in Pakistan as
"freedom fighters".

Earlier, there was a sin'rilar
cold blooded massacre of mainly
men folk of migrant labour from
Bihar who were lined up against a

wall and shot dead in front of their
fanrilies. These senseless killings
apart, moderate Kashmiri leader
Abdul Ghani Lone rvas shot dead
near his home in Srinagar, and
Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah
subjected to a grenade attack that
fortunately failed.

Interestingly, all these irrci-
derrts were timed to coincide with
the arrival of foreign dignitaries
fron'r the UI( and USA. This sinister
game plan is obvious: To disrupt at
any cost the forthcoming State
Assenlbly Elections in J&K
scheduled for Septeurber.

1'111. point at issue is'"vlrat is

our G(x'erunrent doing to stenr these

serrseiess outrcrges against nrainly
inntrcent r,rnderprivileged people?
We are all arvare oi the'1'rious'efforts

being made by the Coalition partners
to stop cross border terrorism, make
India exercise restraint despite this
daily litany of casualties and to coure
to the negotiatirrg table to solve the
intractable Kashn'rir problem. In
doing so these powers - the USA,
UK, France, Russia and to a more
muted level China, persist in
equatirrg the world's largest
functioning and secular democratic
republic, warts and all, with a

fundamentalist military dictator-
ship. Equally, ignoring the fact that
the accession of the State to the
Indian Union was not done under
duress, through force or arm-
twisting.

Yet another important point
tends to be sidelined, that it was
India that approached tl're UN for
a Cease-Fire ar-rd Plebiscite, and that
Pakistan has resolutely refused to
abide by the second clause to
n'ithdraw all its troops from POK.
Ancl thirdll,, th;rt a large chunk of
the State, 98,000 square kms has

beeu arrnexed by Cl'rirra with the
connivance of Pakistan. So where do
we go from here to stop this
senseless killing and reach an
acceptable solution?

With the influx of the Talibnn
arrd AI QrteLln nrilitants irrto
P.rkistarr, tlrc i;ron'itrg oPPosititrtr [o

Pervez Mrrsharraf bt, the nrore
fundanrc'ntal eleurents in ljakistan
ancl the avorvecl uinr of the
Muslinrizatiorr of Jarnnru arrd

Freedont First Juh-Septernber 2002

Kashrnir, has only served to increase
terrorist trans-border activities to
carry out these senseless killings and
by so doing to prevent to the extent
possible, the disruption of the
Assembly elections through fear. In
its velvet glove treatment of
Musharraf as a loyal and faithful
ally and supporter of the coalition
in its attempts to stamp or"rt the Al
Queda, and either capture or kill
Osama Bin Laden, it would appear
that the Americans are prepared to
shut a blind eye to Musharraf's
inability to stop cross border
terrorism. Tl'ris l'ras resulted in
constant appeals to India to exercise
moderation ignoring the fact that we
are losing innocent mell, women
and children and security forces
daily.

And the reason for such
softness has a touch of selfishness.
The interests of the US coure first in
its attempts to stamp out terrorist'tr
irud recluce the prospects of fr-rrtl'rer

terrorist attacks on itself. Also, the

strategic need to control the large
reserves of oil and gas in the
Caspian Basin; and to eusure the
minimum return of body bags to the

US. Pakistan has willy nillY
provided tl.re wherewithal's to do so

and this has arrgered a large sectiou

of Pakistanis. The almost dailv
killings of our people are describecl
as "rrnfortnrlate".

ls it rtot tirne to pttt our fot'rt

do\r'r1 and say tl'rat enclr-rgh is
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enough? The point at issue is how
do we go about it. Many responsible
individuals who have the welfare of
the country at heart feel that we
should go in for 'hot pursuit' by
hitting at tl're terrorist camps in
POK. It is unfortunate that we are
over 15 years too late. Had we done
so then as advocated by this writer
who is an old Kashmir hand we
would have achieved success.
Today, with the Pak Armed Forces
fully nrobilized and deployed, it
would be foolhardy to do so as our
casualties would be enorrnous given
the mountainous terrain and the fact
that we would not be able to deploy
armour. Others feel tl'rat we should
resort to air strikes on these camps.
That would be an option if there
were even a semblance of perma-
llency of these camps to nrake such
strikes effective. And unless sup-
ported by land forces, the camps
would be re-established. Using land
forces over the type of terrain that
one knows of would require the use
of paratroopers. This is a possibility
but such an operation would b'e

effective only if there was a land
lirrk-up, again a difficult proposi-
tion. Will the effort involved in the
loss clf men and material be
cornpatible with the results? Will
such killings end?

Permanent terrorist training
camps by Islamic fundanrentalists
may have existed in Sudan and
Afghanistan but they certainly do
nc'rt exist in POK where they take tl-re

form of temporary shelters/infra-
structure easy to disnantle, nove or
be destroyed. Would such action be
comnlensurate witll tl're effort invol-
ved? Assuming that we do decide
to go into POK to destroy these
nebulous terrorist canlps. With the
I'ak Arnrecl Forces deployed ;rll alotrg
the LoC and International Border,
what is there to stop l)akistan frour
opening a second front to divert our
attentiorr, as we did in 1965 after the
rlassive infiltration into Kashmir -
26

Zia's Op Gibraltar - by openirrg a

second front in the Punjab and
reaching the suburbs of Lahore?

What would Pakistan's
steadfast ally China do to relieve
pressure on tl're Pakistanis as it did
in 1955 along the Sikkim Watershed
by moving its forces forward in a

very daunting manner? And is an
all out war the end losung? Would
it be possible to do so with Coalition
Forces deployed in Pakistan and
both lndia and Pakistan members of
that Coalition? Is the internal
situation in both countries condu-
cive to conducting a full-scale war?
We have problems in Gujarat and
in other parts of India, both man-
made and natural, and so has
Pakistan with its forthcoming
elections and hostility by furrda-
n'rentalist elements. Are we prepared
to accept third party intervention?
Would such intervention succeed?

Neither the US or the UK is
prepared to take on the role of
mediator and in fact Cristina Rocca

has said in so many words that the
Shimla Agreenent is a good starting
poirrt but will Pakistan accept this
solution? Then there is talk of India,
with US assistance, setting up
sensors along the border to counter
infiltration. Given the type of terrain
in the mountainous areas and tl're
elephant (sarkhanda) grass in the
plairrs area would such sensors be
effective? Or for that matter tl're

proposed helicopter patrols? Those
of us who have served for extended
periods on both sides of the Pir
Panjal Range will understand how
easy it is to conceal movement fron'r
tl're sky.

tstrt all is not lost. For starters,
the US nlust Lrrt)ssurize Musharraf
to agree to a "NO FIIIST USE"
cleclaratirln in the use of nuclear
!ve.rp()ns, as rve have done. The
second pclssible scllutiorr u'clulci be

as suggested by India, that the LoC
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be jointly patrolled by both sides to
prevent cross border terrorism. This
physical contact between the two
Armies would also help reduce
tensions. The question of using a

neutral force to do so would be a
mind-boggling problem of logistics
to get 'outside' troops not used to
such terrain to do so.

Yet another very worthwhile
measure that we can adopt and this
has been examined very perceptively
by journalist R. K. Narayanan and
recommended strongly by this
writer earlier, is to sharpen our
intelligence acquisition agencies to
work in concert and to centrally
collect, collate and disseminate all
inputs to identify possible terrorist
strikes so that they can be nipped
in the.bud There is urgent need to
improve our intelligence acquiring
capability within and without as is
done by the ISI and CIA. We rnissed
the bus at Kargil. Let there not be a
repeat. The web must be developed
extensively not only in the State but
in the rest of the country as well, and
in Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh
that have physical borders with
India. With modern infotech mearls
this should not be a Herculean task.

Conditions within the State
must be made intolerable for
terrorists to exist and operate and
this means winning over the hearts
and mirrds of the people of the State.

That inrplies free and fair elections.
Durirrg the corning months the
security forces in the State must be
on high alert while the political
processes are set in motion. With the
cooperation of the people of the
State, Qasinlnagar and Kaluchak
types of incidents can be avoided.

The next three nrotrths are
crucial provided lve set our own
Itouse in order.

MAI.GBN. EUSTACE D',SOUZA PVSM
(Retcl.) is a regular contribtrtor of
Freedotn First.
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Preaching to the Unconverted

ln our continuing effort at giving the aims of the
Society for the Right to Die with Dignity the exposure
it deserves, there are certain basics that we take as
given data. First among them is the need for the
alleviation of suffering among those with no hope. But
even this is based on a sense of deep and selfless
compassion for those who go through such ordeals.
Those among us who are members of the SRDD and
those who are regular readers of Freedom First, most
often agree with the aims of the SRDD and sympathise
with what it plans to do. We would therefore like to be
of as much help to the Society as possible. To that
extent the aims of this pullout that goes with Freedom
First are very well met. We have noticed that there is

a continuing, if thin, trickle of those who express
satisfaction about what the SRDD does. Our hope is

that this pullout and its continued appearance, will give
to those readers who have not even thought about the
SRDD, and there are a huge number of them, the
necessary exposure to what constitutes a problem in

civilised society, and often of the availability of
advanced medical facilities, rather than their lack.

Much of the work of the SRDD and of its exposure
through tlrese columns is there{ore likely over time to
begin fulfilling the aims for which it was started. Most
of the readers of Freedom First are intellectuals at levels
that would be the envy of any journal anywhere in the
world. lt is evident that when thinking men and women
get together they often think alike if only because the
vast storehouse of knowledge and wisdom that they
bring to bear teaches them one thing: humility. There
is so much more out there to learn and we all know

Dr. Aparna N. Bagwe
Scientist, Cancer Research lnstitute, Mumbai

E-mail : anbagwe@vsnl.com

that we can learn very little of it in our lifetime. This
almost Socratic understanding of the fact that we do
not know enough is what is responsible for that humility.
But it also teaches us that if we do not know enough
there is always the possibility that something like the
views of the SRDD have some merit in them. A first
step towards an understanding of the issue. ln other
words we are addressing an audience that is already
intellectually primed for and leaning towards the aims
of the Society.

The difficulty arises with those who have radically
different opinions. Whatever the Society might do, or,
in the long run, succeed in doing, the fact remains that
its aims should be disseminated among those who do
not, at least at the moment agree. The expectation would
be that there will be a gradual dawning of understanding
among this new audience. Therefore while we should
continue to look for support among those of us who
sympathise with the aims of the SRDD and those
readers of Freedom First who have not yet thought about
the issue but who are willing to take a look, we need
to spread our effort at disseminating our views rather
more broadly, including possible audiences which do
not share our views.

This will add perhaps a touch of controversy to
these columns. But the fact is that the SRDD, much
like Freedom First itself, depends upon reason, logic,
sympathetic understanding and the need for freedom
bf decision. The aim, over time, should be to convince
those who do not share our views of the need for these
very simple first basics.

For more information and membership details on the SRDD,
. write to The Secretary,

The Society for the Right to Die with Dignity,
1st Floor, Sassoon Building, 143, Mahatma Gandhi Road

Mumbai 400 001 Phone: 2670610
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The Right to Die with Dignity - The lndian Perspective

When most of us are confronted by the concept
of dying with dignity in a manner of our choosing rather
than being forced into a process of death with major
consequences in terms of pain and torture, our reaction
is often to put it aside and hope that it never happens
to us. Those of us who think and act on the matter
are invariably those who have had the misfortune of
seeing death and the process of dying up close. Hence
the recounting of personal experience, almost as a kind
of catharsis.

The difficulty one faces in the lndian context in
resolving the need for the right to die with dignity is
manifold. First, extreme poverty often means the denial
of proper medical treatment and the inevitable death
that results. This is something rarely seen in developed
countries. Second, the pressure of population on
hospitals and the need for treatment to those who are
treatable is so strong that hospitals often tell relations
to take the patient home to die in peace. ln other words
they abandon the patient to a death by negligence. This
is perhaps not such a bad thing in view of the heroic
measures now possible, since they don't necessarily
offer comfort to the artificially extended life of the patient.
ln other words death by deliberate negligence by doctors
and hospitals is a common fact of life that most of us
would rather not talk about,

Strictly speaking both these situations are
unlawful, in that in the first case it is the duty of a
state agency to save a life even if it is extreme poverty
that is killing him. ln the sec-ond case the reasons
given by hospitals to deny help to patients who are
past a treatable condition amounts to little more than
triage. And triage is not sanctioned in law. The fact
that the state lets it pass by looking the other way means
that by implication, if not by assertion, it accepts the
need for a law by which people can choose to die the
way they wish in the sort of comfort they choose.

And yet we are stuck with vestiges of laws that
make the voluntary choosing of death a matter of

Sharad Bailur
Chief - Corporate Communications,

BSES Limited, Mumbai.

abhorrence. Take the case of the law on suicide. An
attempt was made recently to change the law on suicide
and it appeared that human rights had slowly, if
hesitantly, come of age. lt was not to be. The new law
making suicide legal was overturned. The law on suicide,
quite apart from the manifest ridiculousness of a law
that comes into effect only when the crime is
unsuccessful, is against the basic principles of human
rights. Both capital punishment and the law on suicide
are vestiges of an absolutist past in which it is presumed
that the citizen is an arm of the state to do with as
the state chooses, not a contractual entity that decides
how a state should run.

A person may own nothing. But no mechanistic
contractual law of the state in which the state contracts
to protect society has a right over human life, for the
simple reason that it is that very human life that gives
birth to the concept of the state itself. lf it is accepted
that citizens are contractual entities that comprise and
create a state, their right to life is superior to anything
that the state might make in terms of laws to protect
citizens. Human life is thus anterior to, and therefore,
by definition, supra-state. Strictly speaking a contractual
state which is what a modern state running according
to a laid down constitution is, cannot have the right
to either kill a citizen for crimes committed or deny a
citizen the right to kill himself if he so chooses.

These "peripheral" issues, of capital punishment
and the law on suicide are in fact central to any hope
for improvement regarding the right to die with dignity.
Till such time as suicide remains illegal and the law
on capital punishment stands there is little chance that
any progress will be made on death with dignity.

There is no question that means should be found
to make the voluntary ending of life possible subject
to adequate safeguards. But till such time as lawmakers
and constitutional experts do not look at human life
with true compassion the chances for such a law seem
to be remote.

Have vou Read
Reflections on Freedom to Choose . Dying with Dignity o Voluntary Euthanasia

Get your copy from ,n" .;:,::;:;"\i.l^;^:::';" Right to Die witi:h Dignity
7"t floor, Sassoon Building, 143,Mahatma Gandhi Road, Mumbai 400001.

Price Rs.40
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Freedom and the Right to Die

The Netherlands' isolation as the only country
in which voluntary euthanasia is legal is about to end.
ln October 2001 the Belgian senate voted by almost
2-1 to allow doctors to act on a patient's request for
assistance in dying. The legislation is expected to pass
the lower house shortly. That the Netherlands' closest
neighbour is tikely to be the next country to take this
step should provide food for thought among those who
have denounced voluntary euthanasia in the Netherlands
as rife with abuses. lf that were really the case, why
would the country that is better placed than all others
to know what goes on in the Netherlands - not only
becuase of its geographical proximity, but because most
of its people speak Dutch - be ready to copy the Dutch
model?

The main source of opposition to legalising
voluntary euthanasia in Belgium is the Christian
Democrats, and if they fail to stop it that will be evidence
of traditional Christianity's declining influence in that
country. (Perhaps France, which also shares a common
language with part of Belgium's population, and where
church attendance has fallen precipitously, will be the
next to follow suit). That Roman Catholics, Protestant
conservatives, and others from traditional religious
backgrounds should be against physician-assisted
suicide and voluntary euthanasia is predictable. Such
religions tend to be authoritarian and to discourage critical
thinking in their followers. When they have the
opportunity to dominate a society, they prove themselves
no friend of freedom.

Starting form the position that God has put us
here on earth for a purpose, they see suicide as
something like desertion from the military, except that
the suicide is disobeying orders from the Supreme
Commander. They regard voluntary euthanasia as even
worse than suicide, since it involves the intentional
killing of an innocent human being. Because the rule
against such killing is not to be questioned, the fact
that the person killed is suffering from a terminal or
incurable illness and wants to die is, in the eyes of
the religious, irrelevant.

It is more surprising when those who are not
religious, and who profess to support individualfreedom,
attack proposals to legalize physician-assisted suicide
and voluntary euthanasia. Nat Hentoff 's column in the
Winter 2001102 Free lnquiry, "Challenging Singer', is
an example of such attacks and serves to show l-row
full of holes they are. Hentoff objected to my views

Peter Singer

regarding both voluntary and nonvoluntary euthanasia,
but here I am concerned only with his opposition to
voluntary euthanasia. How can a secular defender of
human rights argue against the idea that when and how
we die is primarily our own concern, and that, especially
(though I would say, not only) when we are terminally
or incurably ill, we have the right to choose the time
and manner of our death?

Hentoff 's first objection is that many physicians
"are unable to recognize clinical depression, which, when
treated successfully, removes the wish for death". Let's
assume that this is true. lt doesn't require much thought
to see that it is not an argument against legalising
voluntary euthanasia, but an argument for including in
any voluntary euthanasia legislation a requirement that
a psychiatrist or someone else trained in recognising
clinical depression should examineany patient requesting
voluntary euthanasia, and certify that the patient is not
suffering from a treatable form of clinical depression.
Such a proposal is perfectly practical. ln fact when
voluntary euthanasia was legalised in Australia's Northern
Territory a lew years ago, that law did require that
someone with a psychiatric qualification must certify
that the patient was mentally competent to make the
decision. (That law was overruled by the Australian
Federal Parliament in a movement led by a Roman
Catholic politician).

Hentoff also thinks that many physicians are not
good at treating pain and that sometimes good pain
relief can remove the desire for euthanasia. That is
also true, but most pain specialists admit that in a small
number of cases pain can never be adequately relieved
short of making the patient unconscious. Although some
doctors do practice "terminal sedation", I find it hard
to see why any dying patient would prefer to be
unconscious for a few days and then die rather than
die straight away. But in any case, if poor pain relief
is the problem, there is again an obvious fix: ensure
that candidates for euthanasia see a palliative care
specialist. ln addition, some patients who are not in
pain at all stillwant euthanasia because they are weak,
constantly tired, nauseous, breathless, or perhaps they

lust find the whole process of slowly wasting away
undignif ied.

Does'Mr. Hentbff think that a dying person
shouldn't be able to make such a judgment, and act
on it?
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What lfind most odd, in someone who has written
a book called Living the Bill of Rights, is that, instead
of advocating that we add strict safeguards to any law
legalizing voluntary euthanasia, he instead takes the
heavy-handed, illiberal route of saying that it must not
be legalised. He thus aligns himself with Attorney
General John Ashcroft, who, in November 2001, while
the Bush administration was calling for political unity
to fight terrorism, nevertheless found time to issue an
executive order designed to deny people in Oregon the

Suicide Stand

At least one terminally ill Melbourne person is
planning to die publicly after the extraordinary suicide
of Gold Coast woman Nancy Crick.

Mrs Crick, 69, overdosed on drugs watched by
21 family and friends, who now risk life jail sentences
for their deliberate act of disobedience.

The crowd sipped tea and champagne and ate
sandwiches arranged by Mrs. Crick as she took a fatal
overdose of drugs ordered on the lnternet. They clapped
as the 27kg great-grandmother washed the barbiturates
down with a Baileys liqueur to intensify the poison, and
took three drags on a cigarette. Mrs Crick died about
20 minutes later, setting the scene for a test case on
assisted suicide laws.Those present, including eight
relatives and a woman in her 90s, now face possible
charges and life in jail for their support.Assisting a suicide
is against the law in all Australian states.Police, who
were not called until 11 hours after her death, interviewed

some witnesses and f amily members
yesterday.Scientific officers and detectives also scoured
Mrs Crick's home. The bowel cancer sulferer had
published an internet diary revealing months of pain
and misery.ln a final video message, taped two days
before her death, Mrs Crick said she could no longer
bear to live. "l can't even hold my great-grandson," she
said. "You want to love them and hug them or kiss them,
or smack them on the bum - one of the two anyway

- and I can't even do that." But she couldn't bear to
die alone, either. "Surely people just sitting with me -
people I love, my friends - don't have to risk jail just
because they choose to be with me when I die," Mrs
Crick said. lnviting friends to her death was a challenge
to the law, she said. lf anyone out there is asked to
serve on a jLrry called upon to judge those who bravely
chose to be with me when I died, I want you to acquit
these people who have stood by me," she said. "lt's
my death, I'm doing it, no one else."

right to physician-assisted suicide, atthough that state
has twice voted in support of this right. Hentoff and
Ashcroft agree, it seems, in wishing to deny the citizens
of this country an important right now exercised by
citizens of the Netherlands, and which citizens of
Belgium will, in all probability, shortly be free to exercise.

Mr. Peter Singer is the lra W. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics
at Princeton University and author of Writings on an Ethical
Life.

Courtesy: Free lnquiry, Spring 2002.

Fiona Hudson

Euthanasia advocate Dr Philip Nitschke said Mrs
Crick's death began a campaign of civil disobedience
aimed at changing laws. At least two terminally ill people
in southern states seemed set to follow her lead and
wage public suicide campaigns, he said.

"They seem quite sure about it, but maybe they'll
change their mind after reflecting on what happened
to Nancy," he said.

Dr Nitschke said he wasn't present for the former
barmaid's death, flying to Darwin hours before to avoid
any link.

Euthanasia opponents accused him, and others,
of exploiting Mrs Crick's death.

Right To Life Australia president Margaret Tighe
described the public suicide as a circus and urged police

to prosecute those involved.

"Nancy Crick was a sick, vulnerable woman who
was used by Dr Nitschke and the voluntary euthanasia
movement to further their cause," she said. ln a diary
entry, Mrs Crick took a final swipe at Minister for the
Ageing Kevin Andrews for overturning Northern Territory
voluntary euthanasia laws.

Mrs Crick said she invited Mr Andrews to share
a cup of tea at her home to discuss the issue, but "he
just ran away . . ."

"Might have known it," Mrs Crick wrote in the
final diary entry. "Bye for now."

Herald Sun via the VE-Australia list.

Reprinted with permission from Derek
Humphry's electronic ERGO! mailing list.

C o nta ct : r i g ht_to_d i e @ef n. o rg
URL: http ://www. Fina/Exit. org
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Reftections Serious and Facetious
Louella Lobo Prabhu

The Double Face of Science

The drug 'Yiagra' burst upon the world, as an
aid to frustrated males, unable to consummate their
physical desire. Now comes news that Viagra has been
used for a much better purpose. It pulled three "blue"
babies out of their oxygen-starved state. H<twever, no
one larows the long term effect of 'Yiaga'either on adult
males, or on babies. That is why the F.D.A. in the United
States, insists on lnal'ry safeguards, before a drug is tried
on human beings. Yet, there was still the horror of
Thalidon'ride, which was meant to be a sleeping pill,
but caused many malforrned babies to be born, brain
damaged, and physically so grotesque, that they looked
like seals, two legs merging into a tail.

An earlier newspaper mentioned that a white
couple who had fertility treatments in aitro, found
thenrselves the parents of two African babies. Perhaps
this was a mistake, arising from incorrect labelling.

Doctors admitted that it is impossible, physically, to
differentiate between one fertilized ovum from another.

The most dramatic example of Science in the role
of kill or cure, is the splitting of the atom. It led to the
discovery of atomic energy, and ultimately to the human
tragedy of Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Today, the atom
plays a front line role in the investigation and treatment
of Cancer, prolonging more lives than were lost when
the atom was split.

As in the controversy over cloning, which is
opposed by the Church, the same controversial procedure
which bred Dolly, the sl'reep, could mean a breakthrough
in the treatnrent c'rf Parkinson's and Alzheinrer's diseases.
I believe there should be no curbs on basic scientific
research. Applied Science will have to move, hand in
hand with laws, hopefully, of a liberal colouring.

Black is Beautiful
It was a bonny sigl'rt, to see Serena Williams,

holding aloft the Wimbledon Trophy, with her sister
Veuus, holding the smaller trophy that goes to tlie
second finalist. Usually, it was Venus, who beats Serena.
It is heartening to see, that whether it is Venus or Serena,
two African-Anrericans donrinate tennis, as nunrbers one
and two. It is equally heartening to see that that do not
try to'pass'as Whites, but flaunt tl'reir African beauty,
complete with conrow plaits.

It was Martin Luther King's struggle for race
equality - and the achievement of it, that gave African-
Americans a sense of their unique identity, whiclr shows
up most beautifully irr the field of Entertainment and
Sports. The tallest basket-ballers, and the nrost sought-

What's in

A song by South African lyricist-cum-song writer,
Mbgorrgeni Ngema, is arr arrti-lndian Phillipic,
colrdeurrring the comnrunity in no urrcertain ternls.
TesteLl in the Durtran l{iglr Court, l-rv an Irrdiarr,
Dharaursee Jethal, the Cotrrt'has rrot passed firral rlrclers
orr tlre offence conruritted, but has asked the sorrg n'riter
t() ans\\'er, rvlrv it should not proceed agairrst him. The

after model, Naomi Cambell, now the Williams'sisters,
serve to proclaim that God was very much all there, when
he created the Blacks. It has taken all this time, to
recognise it!

In the field of Classical Western Music, we must
renember Paul Ilobeson, who was the sirrging sensation
of the 50's and 60's, hunted otrt of America for his alleged
Courmunist sympathies, Marian Anderson, tl're first
Black to sirrg fronr the steps of the Lincoln Memorial,
and in urovies, Sidrrey Poitier, who recerrtly totlk a

Lifetime Achievement Oscar. The Nobel Prize for
Literature went to Tony Morrison. Here's to rnany nrore
African-Americans, making it to the top of the Arts and
Sports Worlds.

a Song?

attorney claimed, that the song had the potential for race-

riots. The writer claimed freedom of spe'ech. In India,
this freedonr, under Article l9C, is restrainecl by mauy
prtrvisiorrs, orre of thenr, tlrat of errcla.rrgering relati<>ns

rvitlr a friendlv fore.igrr power, and alst'r, of arottsitrg
conrnrunal hatred. If South Africa's Constittrtiorr has a

sinrilar set of provisos, the song may be batrnecl.
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It is a pity that music, the most humane of all the promoted himself to becoming Emperor of the French,
Arts, should be used to arouse hatred. In recent times, after having been First Consul, Beethoven tore up the
Hitler used the nusic, and the characters of Wagner's dedication of the Eroica Symphony, and re-wrote the
popular music dramas, to propagate the Aryan myth. slow movement, as a lament for the dead. He would have
However, the French Revolution took off on the wings been happy to know, that the opening notes of his 3rd
of the song "La Marseilles", by Roget de Lisle, which Symphony, would become three dots and a dash, the
became the Anthem of the infant Ilepublic, and the Morse Code of the advancing allied armies, in the Second
Anthem of France, for all time to come. Beethoven was World War.
a Republican in an age of monarchy. When Napoleon,

Musharaft - The Spreading Green Bay Tree
Musharaff's Iust for power is insatiable. Having he boasted of it, as a great victory. The "Green Bay Tree"

overthron'n Nawaz Sharif and made himself President, he spreads its poisonous leaves and branches - unchecked.
then set about getting a referendum giving him a popular
mandate to continue. He has now brought about new Apartfromtheinterregnumof theEmergency, Indian
constitutional amendments, wl'rich will give hirn the power democracy as a pluralistic system, has survived. Though thc'

to disnriss the elected Prime Minister and the elected forms of democracy remain, the substance is a great
Assembly. Thus, he will rule, as President, with a puppet regression, from the days of the Constituent Assembly and
Prime Minister and Assembly. He has furtl'rer stated that no the First Parliament - but all around, in the Afro-Asian world,
Prime Minister, shall have more than two terms. That even the forms of democracy have been shattered. Thc'
effectively rules out Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif. It is inlrerent strength of Indian democracy, is the fact that Mrs.
a pity that both squandered their mandate - marked by people Gandhi herself was forced to call an election in 7977, having
dancing in the streets - through their cronyism and imposedtheEmergencyin1975.LongmayIndiandemocracy
corruption. It made the people first perceive Musharaff as continue to survive - preferably with forn'r and substance,
a liberator. There was dancing in the streets, for him, too. intact.
By conhast, his 'referendunt'was a very poor turnout, tl'rougl'r

50 Years of Parliament
The advent of a new Speaker coincides with 50

years of Parliament, the first elections under the
Corrstitution l"raving been held in "1952. Since then, many
more countries have enrerged from the shadorvs of
colonialism, in Afro-Asia, Oceania. However, few
managed to preserve the parliamentary systeur. lt is a
big plus, that India's Parliamentary Democracy has

survived. However, as it functions at the present
moment:

1. There is little discipline in the Lok Sabha, with
rrrenrbers rushiug into the "well" of the l-lolrse, at
tl're earliest opportunity. The late Speaker, Mr. G.M.C.
Balayogi, was tryirrg to change this, by proscribing
their attendance for a week.

2. Thus, little business is done during the week, and
at the end of tl-re session, many Bills are passed by

voice vote. This is particularly bad during the Budget
session, when Demands for Grants worth crores of
rupees is passed by voice vote. There is nrr>re heat
tharr light during the debates.

3. Members do not seem to prepare adequately for
debates in the House, and meetings of their
Consultative Committees.

4. Interest in Parliament seems to wane after Question
Hour and Zero hour, after whicl'r Bills and necessary
anrerrdrlrents to tlrem, play to an empty Honse.

The character of Parliament has changed, post-
Emergency, Sanjay Gandhi, and Mandal. It is hard to
thirrk of tl're First Parliament being graced by the likes
of Phoolan Devi, the Bandit Queen.

|aswant Singh makes the Right Start - As Finance Minister
I'erhaps half-knowledge of a subject is bad: it policies alienated the core constituency of the BJP. He

rurakes the indi',,idual Lrelieve that he knon,s everything, n'as like a policemarr with a stick, wcltrdering how he

when he does not kntlw too nrnch. I3eing irr the IAS, did could catch some hapless class of people, and beat them

not niake Yashwant Sirrha a know-all on nratters with financial rods. Jaswaut Singh, beilrg an arlllv nlan,

financial. Notbeinga grass-mclts politician, hedicj rrot with tro pretensions <lf high knowledge of firrancial
trnderstand that his Worlcl Bank-relatecl f inarrcial jargorr, said sirlply and ekrqrrently, thirt he dicl Irot lvish
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to act as a policenan, but to provide more food stocks
for people, and to leave this with some financial surplus
in their hands.

Wl'rat a day and night difference - irt approach!

One thing he urgently needs to do, is to look at
bauk interest rates. ln order to provide cheap credit for
the industrialist, bank rates have been alarmingly
lorvered. The number of industrialists is comparatively
small. Bank depositors are marly. Among them, most
people have put tl'reir money in banks, as social security
for the future. For the rate to be unilaterally cut, is a great
hardship, especially as Yashwant Sinha, had threatened
worse. For long term investors,5 years atrd above, the
rate slrould be at least 70Vo as the depositor is

cc.rmmitting his liquidity for a longer period of time.

2. The TDS at Rs.5,000 per arlnun is too low. Banks
have a huge space of time tied to this requirernent
of the governnrent.

3. In trying to discipline non-banking finance
conpanies, many good Companies have been hit
along with the bad ones. Since bank rates have gone
down to 7.3 / 4% where is the small investor to gtt,
for a livable return on savirrgs?

I hope the new and compassionate Finance
Minister, will address these three problems quickly, if
he is serious that I're wants people to have an ecorromic
surplus in their hands.

Tlrc "Nobal" for Peace cnrnc vour Tunv

Bttt yttrt ptid tt ltiglt cosl.
Not s^eeirtg dying husbatd,
Your life's pnrtner you lost.

Yottr door hns openeicl,

nnd you nou, you can be,

An uncnged bird, singing of libarty.

The Marriage of Laloo's Second Daughter - and Related Matters

Laloo's first daughter was narned after the MISA stars and the Bombay glitterati kept away. It is reported
Act, but the rrame Misa sounds musical enough. She is that Laloo's goons, forcibly took possession of new cars
a doctor by profession, and there is no need to guess, from their showrooms, and appropriated then'r for the
how she made First Class and First rank, in her year. Chief's use. Jewel and Saree shops were ransacked, for
Laloo's second daughter rvas rved to the son of free clothes and jewels, while even sweet shops and milk
Bombay's Income Tax Commissioner, a strange alliance depots were likewise cc'rmmandeered.
indeed, when Laloo had not been cleared of the multi
crore fodder scarr. A ph.tograprr of Rabri'd;;;;;;.. *^,..,...1"tt 

ts bad' because some li.e has t'be drar'r'n

tl're .e*,ly weds, is decidedly p'rleasarrt "t"*;;;. il;;i Tl1"-:^ 
irrdividual/partylgoverttmetrt' In the case of

is quite co'rery i'her rooks,-and seen irr ,^::::r:;:j i'i:'.tfi"+:l::%T:i5:fi:xf.',li:::#;H:'i
vestmerrts of the bride's mother, appeared at her best. - 

. 
--;

Her daughter, is als. quite comely, and *"r-a]"tr"J ::"t:l^t:,t""t 
marriages' as these are the occasious' when

Iike a fashiorrplate, with manicured firrger-;;dr;; :]]-11ttl"t"o 
assets' are vulgarly displayed' This holds

eye srrad.rv. Irr trre pa..ply, trre gr.o'r lr,tk;;';;;i.,;; fl:l:-lt,' 
luc'rne Tax auth.rities' .o less u'lteu they

sheepish. 
*"' r"/' "'- o' celebrate nrarriages. lrr this case, the Commissiorrer of

Iuconre Tax, Bombay has cclnsented to arr alliarrce with
This time, unlike Misa's wedding, the political the buffoon, fatl"rer of corruptiorr, in Bihar.

Aung San Suu Kyi
Arrnq Snrt Stttr Kyi:
Your lotrgi ttrdattl is dotte.

Yctur ltorrsa-srrest is lit'teLl.

A rtictory yolt Inue ?oo,'t.

Wltcn tha ltnrta ruled Myannrnr
And nll dissent zuns stilled.
Your lone aoice crying t'or freedonr
Tlrc uoid ot' silence filled.

Notr:: lt is prtrbatrly rctlunclarrt t() Lrut in a short rrotc, on Atrng S;rn Strrr Kyi. That is, frrr thrrsc u'ho kccp alrrc.rst trt forcign
affairs. I am airaitl thcrc arc rlanv rvho c]on't. For thcnr, Ar.rng Sarr Surr Kvi, rvas thc clau6htcr oi thc first Burrnesc Ccnc'r.rl
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It's not as though we have anfwhere else to go.

She is our only home.If she dies, we die.

Already, we have stripped her of her forests.

Polluted her air and water. Blasted a gaping hole in

her delicate protective atmosphere.

If we continue to live the way we do now, then

by the year 2025, aboutT5o/o of her rain forests will

be wiped out. Over 50,000 species will be extinct.

40olo of her fertile land will be barren. Her rivers and

seas will turn toxic. Her weather patterns will spin

out ofcontrol.

But if enough concerned, aware people act now,

there is still hope. And what is called for is not

heroic but rather very simple.

TNTN ENGINEERING

Check your equipment and your processes

regularly. Recycle waste products. LIse technology

that's environmentally sustainable. On an even

more basic level, don't leave a tap running when

you're not using it. Don't leave lights on when

there's no one in the room. \(rite on both sides of a

sheet of paper. Check your vehicle regularly.

Recycle old plastic bags. Pool your car.

Such simple things, vre can all do them.'We can

all teach our children to do them.

Start today. Because tomorrow, we may not

have a planet left to save.

r-\qt
TATN

V'chuhs that dtliucr on cmissiort nonu aheu! ol'/cgrshtion. Manulitcturrng 1'rocrstcs tnd dtstpt that preterw thc ctuironment
A h,zmuiora co aisttncc uih ecologt. All pan of L4TA l)ngiucrttg\ drirc touurd: t hcaltlicr planct.



An Open Letter to
The Central Vigilance Commisioner

Suresh Bankeshwar

Corruption is not all about bribe giving or bribe-taking as commonly
understood. Corruption manifests itself in many ways and in many forms.

I hcartily compliment you for
sorne of the steps you have initiated
to invigorate the institution of CVC. I
sincerely hope that you will pursue
these steps to the logical end.

Civen thc porous nature of our
system coupled with tl're ingenuity of
thc' corrupt to counter-attack the
system, it is highly unlikely that you
will achieve much success in booking
thc actual culprits. I also have scrious
reservations about your much-touted
strategy of splashing the names on the
website of people against whom
vigilance enrluiries are on. By doing so,
you are only helping them to use all
the power at their command to mani-
pulate the system and come out
unscathed. Corruption, has systemic
problems and, tl'rerefore, needs to be
counte'red ashrtely through silent action
without letting tl're suspects know what
is going on bel'rind the scene. Public
debates and use of media to highlight
the corruption syndrome in the
country are also a waste of time, and
hence an exercise in futility. If the
obiective of using the website is to let
the pcoplc kuow u,hat the CVC is
doing to fight corruption, then that
objective will be better served if you
display on the website names of only
those persons who are legally found
guilty and punished. Public confidence
will grow only if names belonging to
tl'ris category are put on the wcbsite.
People simply are not interested in
knowing what investigation is going
on against whom, bccause all along
thcy havc t'ccn hcaring onlV ;rbout
investigations arrd vt:ry little abotrt tht.
fiual action aslinst thc guilt1,.

Corrlrption is nrtt all about bribc-
giving or bribc-taking as comnronly

understood. Corruption manifests itself
in many ways and in many forms.
What do you call those globe trotting
public scrvants who keep organising
official foreign trips at the drop of a

hat. Does the CVC have any idea of
the magnitude of this foreign extra-
v aganza? Government departments.
and Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs)

are systematically bled rvhite by such
wasteful foreign jaunts. There are
innumerable instances of public
servants and top executives of public
sector banks organising such foreign
trips on the eve of their retirement. The
direct beneficiaries are the officials
themselves and not the government or
the PSUs who only end up paying their
various allowances and expense bills!
Do you have any idea of the magnitude
of this open loot and how much of the
tax payers' money is siphoned off in
this fashion over the years? Why can't
you consider splashing on the website,
namL's of these globe-trotting public
servants and top bank executives,
giving details of the money spent on
them, the purpose and duration of their
visits, and more importantly how, and
in rvhat nranner, the govc'rnment or
the PStss, if at all, were benefited by
such visits. The CVC should, therefore,
evolve a system of calling for details
of such expenditurc'inctrrred by
government Depts. and PSUs every
quarter in the manner suggested, to
send a message across that public
servants cannot fool around with tax

Paycrs' moncy.

Attothcr tYlr.'of fr;rrrtl bcing
continuaIly pcrpctrirtt'd by public
scru'ants arrcl top bank cxccr-rtives, is the

ireclding of thcir cxpcillsc accoLurt
through inflatcd bills. This has assumtd
gigantic proportions in goverttmcrrt
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departments as well as in PSUs. A rvell-
meaning and upright senior IAS officer
of the Gujarat cadre, who had initiated
the right steps to combat this growing
menace, has become an enemy of his
own colleagues, for obvious reasons.
He has since been eased out. This is
the price one pays for one's honesty
and commitmcnt to task in our
wretched system!

These are some of the fraud-
prone areas that are going unchecked,
and hc.nce they nee'd to be addresscd
and probed with alacrity. These
seemingly small frauds at varit.rus levels,
when totaled up would add up to a

staggering sum.

Sadly, the estimates committee
and public accounts committee of
parliament which were specially
constituted for performing such u'atch-
dog functions, have virtually become
defunct. I would like to know what
steps the CVC has taken to revive these
very important institutions. The likes
of B.P.Verma get caught anyway, but
even in this particular case yorr could
achieve nothing beyoncl passing on
information to the finarrce secretary
about the doubtful integrity of Verma.
Does the CVC's role begin and end by
merely passing on information? On
the other hand you could not stop him
from becoming the Chairman of CBECI

I have no hesitation in ack-
nowledging the fact that you arc one
of thc gcr.ns of the Cujarat IAS cadre.
llut, you arc rttaking tn'o scritttrs
n'ristakcs, (a) trsc of thc mcdia itr thc
official dischargc uf your role as CVC,
(b) r-rse of techrrrrlogy to exptrsc thc
corrLlpt. Both havt' dangcrotts por-
tcnds of boomeranging. Corlr.rption, as

DE



I said before, can be effectively
countered only through silent and
concrete action of substance, and not
by using the media or technology. My
humble request to you, therefore, is
to use the media only if you must, and
that too after you have fully succeeded
in taking action against people who are
legally proved guilty of corruption.

There are whispers in Gujarat
that you are going a bit too soft on
bureaucrats of Cularat because you are
from the Cujarat cadre and also
because your colleagues in Guiarat
know a thing or tu'o about you which
could pc'rsonally embarrass you. You
must be aware of the tough stance
taken by tl're Gujarat High Court be'nch

of Justice B. C Patel in the matter of
misuse of government land for
residential purposes. You too are one
of the benc'ficiarie's of this government

largessc', and it is a fact that you have
corrstructed a bungalow on a plot of
land allotted to you in Sector 8 in
Gandhinagar. It is rumoured that you
have rented this bungalow to one of
the state corporations, for being used
as a guest house, in violation of
government directives. I orrly hope that
what is rurloured is not truc.

Thc use of technology for
exposing the corrupt, is eveu more
dangerous because you have displayed
on website names of those persol'ls
against whom chargc's oi corruption
are allegc'd but not yet proved. You will
agree that tl'ris action of yours would
have done- considerable damage to their
personal in'rage and reputation in the
eyes of the public. Civen the nature of
our legal system there is no guarantee
tl'rat these charges will ultimately stick.
There is every possibility of some of

them, if not all, being found legally not
guilty at a later date. In a future
scenario such as this, have you not
exposed yourself liable for legal action,
rightly or wrongly, by the affecte'd
persons?

I chttse to write this open letter
not with any wrong intention, but to
drive home the point that excessive use
of media and technology in the
discharge of one's official role respr'rnsi-
bility, has its own hazards. I have
t'rtherwise great faith in your abilities,
integrity and commitment to task.

Wishing you godspeed in your
mission,

MR. SURESFI S. BANKESHWAR is an
Ahmedabad based Management
Consultant. He can be contacted on
EmaiI:sureshbankeshwar@hotmail.coru

India Among the Most Corrupt Nations
A Transparency International Survey

lndia is one of the most corrupt countries in the
world, according to a 91-nation survey carried out by
Berlin-based organisation Transparency lnternational
recently.

lndia ranks 72 in lhe survey, which has named
Finland as the 'least corrupt' country and Bangladesh as
the 'most corrupt' country in the world. These lindings have
been reproducted in a booklet titled 'The Citizens' Guide
to Fighting Corruption', published recently by the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC).

The ranking of some of the other countries on the

list are as follows: Singapore 5, Australia 1 1, Switzerland
12, the UK 13, Hong Kong 14, lsrael '16, the U.S. 17,

Germany 20, Japan 21 , France 23, China 58, Thailand
62, the Phillippines 66, Pakistan 80, Russia B1 and
lndonesia BB.

According to the CVC booklet, corruption is the only
factor that has kept lndia "perpetually poor". Stating that
people have to face corruption at every level, it said, "ln
the industry, inspector-raj has become the code word for
regular bribes collected by public servants at the cutting
edge of administration in various departments of the Central
and state govcrnments.

It is a testimorry of the level of corruption in the
country that about 31 per cent o{ the food grains and 36

per cent of the sugar meant for the public distribution system
are diverted to the black market, the CVC booklet observed.
Ouoting the 1999 human development report for South
Asia published by the Mahbub-ul-Huq Centre in lslamabad,
it states that if lndia's corruption level dropped to the levels
in the Scandinavian countries, the nation's gross domestic
product would grow by 1.5 per cent.

At present, "lndia is like a snake whose head is in
the 21st century and whose tail is in the 17th century," it

said. "lf we examine the roots of corruption, we will find
that it arises, perhaps, lrom the extreme attachment of
people to their lamilies. Nepotism is natural in this situation."

According to the booklet, a person in office feels
he should earn enough not only for himself and his lifetime,
but also for his children, grandchildren and seven
generations. "That is probably the basic motiv behind the
enormous accumulation ol wealth by the corrupt people
in our country today," it pointed out.

"ln certain communities being corrupt and amassing
as much wealth as possible, is seen as a macho
demonstration of competence. A vicious cycle of corruption
rs tlrus launched, in which a society tolerates atrlassing
o{ wealth and does not question how that wealth is

accumulated,'' it regretted

Courtesy: The Times of lndia, November 7, 2OO1 .
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Restoring Secularism's Credibility
Mera Bharat Mahan?

Freedom First gave an
agtlrrising account of what is
stopping Bharat from being 'Mahnn'.
It is distressing to see that we are
where we were in the days of the
partition holocaust. It is easy to
blanre the Sangh Pariaar for all that
has gone wrong irr the last 55 years.

It is intellectually satisfying
to find somebody to blame as it
saves us the trouble of finding if we
ourselves could be wrong. It is
convenient to have Narendra Modi
to lash out at for the tragedy of
Guiarat. But are we missing the
wood for the trees?

It is time for introspection.
How is it that the population of
Gujarat approved or accepted or
igrrored what happened in the post-
Godhra days? It is not in Gujarat
alone but elsewhere in the country
too tl'rat the Hindu majority l'ras
started talkirrg of 'enough is
enough' of Muslim appeasement.
These are dangerous signals but we
prefer not looking at them. Surely,
the Sangh Parivar does not have
such all pervasive influeuce iu the
country. The feeling is much deeper

Our Human Commitment

. I was most impressed with the
April-Jurre 2000 issue of Fret'donr
Firsl and especiallt, with l'<lur
eclitoriirl Nlcrn IJlu rt I Nltharr?

The covel page sht-rwing the
firce of Qr.rtubtrcldin N;rseerr.rddin in
a sheer state of extreme terror, is the
nrost expressive of this conditicln

arrd might have been aggravated by
Kargil, Decenlber 13 and the
continuing depredations in Jarnmu
& Kashnrir. Secular prcltestations
have not made a dent into such
conrnrunal sentinrents.

The agonizirrg question is
why all our secular ideas seem to
have lost relevance for our people?
Have we gone wrong somewhere,
not in the pursuit of secularism, but
in its practice? Should we try
another track? To be effective,
secularisnr may lrave to nrake a new
beginning by adopting practices
whicl'r have sncceeded elsewhere.
Instead of raising religion to supra-
national status, we should restrict
it to the home. Neither society nor
the polity shall take cognizance of
it. Secularists should stick to this
single progralnnle and not join
politiciarrs in apportioning blame to
sonrebody or the other for every
comnrunal riot that takes place.

By playing judge, the
secularists lose tl're chauce to act as

the pacifiers. Tl'ris suggestion would
invite the criticisnr of being ueutral
in the face of evil but by crying

Ashok Karnik

ourselves hoarse, are we helping clur
cause? In fact, we lose half the
audience straight away. This is not
to slrggest that this is the remedy.
However, l'raving seen the failure of
the earlier attempts and witnessing
the loss of credibility of well-
meaning secularists, it is time
something different was tried.

The suggested remedy is
born out of tactical considerations.
Morally, wrong is wrong and is to
be denounced; retribution sought.
However, in all conrmunal riots
both sides are guilty. For decades,
evidence is being gathered as to
who threw the first stone. This leads
us nowhere but to greater hatred.
Let the politicians indulge in this
wild goose chase, let the police find
the guilty. The liberal secularists
sl'rould remain above the muck-
raking and establish their
credentials as mediators,
negotiators, and get the warring
communities together. By joining
the war, we are losing sight of the
important goal of establishing
communal harurony.

Fali Kumana

Our sincere thanks due also to all
your nlagazine's corrtribut<trs atrd
especialll, to Mr. C. Il. lrani, Tfte
Statrsttarr's t'ditor irr chicf. Cod bless

vou all.

Yotrr ecl itrrrial nraclc tne

recollect tlre words attribtrted tcl

Stephen Covey:

,)/

that I have ever seerl in all nry life.
llarely have I been so outraged Lry

rvhat is going on irr Cujarat, and y,1r11

clear sir, lt.rr',: tlott,'tlris Nation a

sreat ser','ice by r-rraking us, all lcvel
headed and balaneecl readers of your
great l)1.rgazine, become arvare of the

Lrrpse'trce of tltese irtrti-htttlatr
eleurents a ncl thei l clastrrrd lt, cleed s.

Freerlottt l;irst,lul,--Se.ptetnher 2002



Between stimulus and response
there is a space. In that space lies
our freedorn to choose and create
our resPonse.
In our response lies our growth,
happiness and liberation.

It seems to me, that the
greatness of a nation depends not
upon its population, nor wealth. It
depends not upon the strength of its
power in the air, sea or land, but
upon its comnritnrent to be free frorn
that sad self-righteousness, which
is to react autornatically to any
stimulus, witl'rout volitional choice.
It is in this volitional choice that its
ability to shift from its orientation
towards power and domination, to
an orientation towards the pure
spiritual values of love, co-operation
and support to all humanity lies.
This alone will raise its moral fibre,
and its devotion to peace, justice and
liberty for its entire people. This
alone will result in its
transfornration fronr power to love;
fronr selfishness to unselfishness.
"Seek ye first the kingdom of heaven
arrd all other things slull be given
unto thee". So said Jesus.

Was it not Lord Krishna ir-r

Chapter 18 of the Bhagvad Gita, who
extolled Arjuna on the virtues of
Renunciation or Tyaga by saying that
one should be free from the
attachmerlt to the fruits of ones
actions? How can one be free from
the fruits of one's actiorrs if one is
not free initially from the mental
reaction that caused that action itself
in the first place? True Tyaga orrly
results if one is initially free from the
nrental entrapment of ones c>wrr

beliefs. All beliefs are barriers to the
ultimate freedom of the Sef fronl the
entrapment of the mind machine if
tl'rey are not held within the context
of one's ultimate intention to make
the world work t'or eaeryone and
nerytltittg with no one and notling left
out.

It is indeed a great pity and
a shame, that in tl'ris noble land
where Krishna and Gandhiji were
born, we have abandoned their
teachings of tolera rrce, compassion
aud nr>n-reaction. We have thereby,
initiated a process of creating a hell
ou earth. Is it not l'righ time now that
we reversed this process and who

is more suited to initiate this process
of transforrlation in a greater degree
tl'ran the body politic, the body
religious, and above all, the body
individual?

It is the responsibility of each
one of us to practice this freedom
from reaction for ourselves.
Transformation of the world, begins
with the transformation of our own
individual selves.

Let us not forget what J. It.
Lovell once bitterly condemned by
stating:

"The traitor to huntanity is the
traitor lnost accursed.
Man is nrore than constitutions,
Better to rot beneath the sod,
Than to be true to Church and
State,
While we are doubly false to
God".

How sad that until most of us
are transformed, and this heaven of
freedonr is reaclred, Mera Blurst Mern

laan, Malntt kabhi nahin hoga.

Mr. Fali Kumana a businessman can
be contacted on falil@vsnl.com

mother's stomach was filled with
burniug rags. "S<l wlrat's rrerr'? this
has been happening for the past
fifty years". This was George
Fernandes speaking - the man who,
not so long ago, ruled the hearts
and nrind of the youth of India.

What can we expect from the
ycluth if the last person whom they
could call their leader has beerr
speaking the languagc of the
butchers and toeing their line rvith
pr;rctised ease and comfort? Do the
youth of Iuclia have a leader to look
up kl? I{cln, can we expect the youth
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Abhisek Sarda

of India to tread the right path when
their leaders are rreck-deep irr
malice?

But what is tl're true reason for
the indifference that plagues a large
section of lrrdia's youth? Is it the
system to blarne? May be it is.

What would it uratter to the
youth grappling with a do-or-die
l.on161 

""-t't'rination, 
if a terrorist act

is turned into a justification for
.rttenrpting to wipe out all eutire
cotnnrunity? Dcles the yor.rth even
understarrd this? Will his cotrcertr

Past Tense, Present Tense, Future Bright?

So, what's up? Fifty-eight
I Iiuclus br"rrnt alive irr a train rrear
Codl'rra. Two thousand Muslims
butchered all over Cujarat in a pre-
planned "spontaneous reaction".
Mobs wielding deadly weapons
and arrled with voters lists roamed
the streets of Gujarat, systematically
destroying the economic backbone
of the Muslinr cc.rmmunity. l{ouses
were burnt and so were ltlen,
w()nren arrd childrerr. Wonren n'ere
raped da1, ;t't a1d da1, eut. T[e
stonrach of a pregnant woman rvas
rippgl ()pcn .ltrd thc unborn birb),
consigrrecl to flanres before the
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ir, anyway reflect uporr his mark
sheet? No? Then why should l're

bother? He has, time and again,
been told by the ever-arrxious
parents and the school that his only
goai is the board exam, nothing else
nlatters. What do you expect from
him?

The same holds true for a

university student who has his owrr
set of problems to deal with. Will his
c()ncert'l for the state of the nation
change the state of his attendance
sheet? Will his concerll in any way
increase his chances of getting a

Rs.3000 job? No? Then why should
he bother? What nrore can a rration
expect from the youth ft'rr whonr a
"college degree" by hook or crook
has become synonynlous with
success? Will the parents of this
c()untry find it within tl'rem to let
their children see things for rvhat
ther,, n1"7 Will they let tl'reir childrerr
see black for black and white for
rvhite, instead of coverirrg up their
eyes with an ever-prejudiced veil of
grey? Will the parents who queue
up to dorrate tl'reir hard-earrred
income to ensure a bright future for
their children, find it within thern
to girre a part of tl'reir childrerr to
ensure a bright future for the nalion?

If not, then we can stop
cotrnting on the youth to be any

different frorn the spineless and
spiritless people who rule India. As
tl'riugs stand today, a small section
of our youth have turned to
ideologies, which promote faith over
facts, religion over rationality,
altruism over achievemerrt and
futrda urerr talisr.rt over freedom.

What r,r'e need today is a

cause for the youth b identify with,
a vision for the youth to look
forrvard to, a rapture for the youth
to long for, au ideal for the youth to
starrd for and an India for the youth
to live(not die) for. The last time the
yor.rth really fought for a caLlse was
to free Irrdia. The el'lemy was visible
and the evils nranifest. Today there
is no deartlr of evils : Poverty,
Illiteracy and religious
furrdarlerrtalism to name just a few.
But tlrere is rro visible eltenly. Whom
do the youth fight if they rvant to rid
India of poverty? Whour do tlre youth
fight if they want to eradicate
illiteracy? What does the youth do
to punish the culprits of the Gujarat
genocide? Where do the youth fight
religic'rus funda-merrtalism? At what
forum cio the youth corrdelnll it ? At
n'hat jnncture dcl the 1'outh corrfrorrt
it ?

While fighting for indepen-
dertce, the youth had organizatiol'rs
that they could join arrd plunge into

What Freedom? What Lib erty?

A screening of twcr documen-
taries was organised on July 20 at
a college in a Mumbai suburb at the
behest of the I)rincipal. The filurs
were " llruttoon ke Badhtc Kntlan" a:nd
" Itr Durlt Titrtcs" .

I'hat nrorning, fotrr corrtin-
gents of police descencled orr the
ctrllege t() IlrevL'lrt the screerrirrs.

They seized the cassettes and
der.rranded to know who l-rad sent
them. Apparently thev had beerr
infornreci by the Akhil tsharatiya
\zidyarthi Parishad (an IISS outfit).
-[-he restili is that tire scrc'erriug has
been cancellecl .

The police have no busirress
preverrtinrr private screenints. N<r
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the cause they stood for. Where are
these organizations now? They are
rTrere political parties which paint
the evil in different colours.

Today the youth are missiles
without rvarheads or laurrchers. The
launchers need to be put in place
irr the form of ctrganizatit'rns and
lnstitutious that can nrake a

difference. The warheads need to be
built and developed by the youth
themselves in the form of new-
world ideologies based on
principles rather than religions. If
not, then these missiles will run
alvry and cause havoc to a nation
already so depraved and desperate.

Whenever I see pictures of
youth wearing saffron head-bands
rioting on the streets of Gujarat and
hear stories about helpless Muslim
won'len beirrg gang-raped, I wonder
wltether these are the youths of
India or some spineless products of
the saffrorr experirnent. The youth
need to ask themselves whether
they want India to be Bhagat
Singlr's Sunhera tsharat or some sub-
Saharan banalta republic.

MR. ABHISEK SAI{DA is in the
advertising business. He is a young
man of nineteen. He can be contacted
at alblhlil @hotmail.com

Falguni Desai

advertisemerrt of the screening was
isstred, no tickets sold. It was lirni-
ted to the staff and students of the
college. A strictly private showiup;.

So nrrrch for "Freedonr" atrd
"Liberty" that rve are supposed to
enjoy iu tltis courrtry.

Falguni Desai.
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The Chaotic Growth of Engineering Education

The problem has been created mainly due
of engineering education, where supply

N. S. Venkataraman

to the unscientific expansion
has far exceeded demand.

It is difficult to turderstand the
logic of the All India Courrcil of
Technical Education (AICTE) allow-
irrg a large rrumber of engineering
colleges to be established in all the
states in tl're country. Perhaps AICTE
thirrks that more engineers are
needed in the country, to spur
industrial and economic growth. At
the same time, there is no indication
that lr'hile sanctionirrg the many
new engineering colleges, AICTE has

taken into corrsideration the nunre-
rolls imponderable factors
influencing the requirement of
engineers.

Multiplying Engineering Colleges

In Tamil Nadu today, there
are 219 engineering colleges. It is
reported that AICTE is considerirrg
further applicatiorrs for setting up
more engineerirrg colleges in the
year 2002. As of now, the number
of errgineering seats in Tamil Nadu
is arourrd 65,000. The figure could
,'r'ell srr'ell to rtrouncl 75,000 if ancl

wherr nrore colleges are permitted
this year.

While governnlent-owned,
government-aided colleges and self
financing colleges set up earlier have
nearly 100% fill-up of seats, rnany
of tire nervel colleges are reported tcr

have as l<lw as 50 to 607o of the
,:e1t.; fillsiJ r1p Tlre rrurrrber of
rrrrfilled seats irr Tarrril Nadu is rt<ttt'

lt,'i:or tccl to be trvcr. 10,(XX)-

Er..girreerinpl colleges ir', the
.:''-:r'itl itIc.ts aii-'sairl ir-. be liar,ing

particularly serious problems iIr
filling up their seats. Further, arottud
20% of the seats are at present
reportedly taken up by students frorn
Kerala and Andhra Pradesh. With
a number of self-firrancing colleges
now being pennitted in Kerala and
Andhra Pradesh by the AICTE, the
colleges in Tarnil Nadu are likely to
have greater problems filling up
their seats irr tl're conrirlg years.

So far, in Tamil Nadu, as of
2001, around 30,000 eugiueers have
graduated, with a nutnber of thenr
firrding it extremely difficult to get
jobs. The average waiting time for
employment is reported to be around
6 to 9 months and even higher in
the case of some courses like
Cl'remical and Mechanical Engi-
neering. As this is a four-year
course and several colleges are new,
the rrumber of students passing out
would increase in the l'rext two to
three years and the average waiting
time for er-rr1-rlovnrent is bound trr

increase fr"rrther.

Supply Exceeds Demand

As the number of engineers
have vastly multiplied, 80% of the
engineering colleges in Tamil Nadu
do not attract conrpanies for campus
interviels. J'he stuc-lents are all left
trr fencl for ther.rrselves rvithout artv
gr-r itla n ce.

'| 1,.. ,-i;,,1,r .,iI rlf i'ilililt '.)l !\',)rl)('!l '.:in:
re elirrg 1;iar.ir.ta tes :'' tt';,.'ti i\r1-\i'sr' ir's

the r-'otlipanies general!1' talr.e

r\r()nrclr i-'ngineels ottl), ioi- r;ffi,:tr

it t' et' cl.c; t t t. f li'sl "ir /r'- Se p t. u n b e r 2 () 02

oriented consultancy and design
functions ar-rd such jobs are not
many in number.

During the last few years,
most of the engineers have been
securing jobs only in software
functions in India or abroad, irres-
pective of the branches that they
belong to. With the number of
software jobs coming down, the
unernployment situation among
engineers is assunring serious
proportions. The frustration among
such errp;ineers is very evident as
over 80% of them come from self
financing colleges where they have
to pay exorbitant fees and donations
in several cases. There are many
boys and girls from the nliddle and
lower income group whose families
pledge their properties and jewels
to take loans for paying the fees in
self financing colleges and un-
employed fresh engineers under
such circumstances are forced to face

serious firrancial problenrs.

Apart from the redr-rction of
employment prospects due to
recessionary trends, corrrpatries
have been forced to reduce the intake
of engineers due to very high salary
levels these days. While salaries and
hrages have gone up b;u leaps and
bounds in recent tir.rres dr"re to
rr,.hatcvt:r rr:'as()lrs, there harre been
ir() lrroportiorra i ittcretrse iu
lrrrrcir-t<-tio,t. l-rt-odttr'titritrz rlr t:iii-
cielnc'.' itt r:rost r-'rtattizatiolrs. It-,

srrrll 4'iy,'1"rts;ta:tccs tire ccr:r1-'atlies

cr,rtct:r'rteJ itavt': rtt; aItt:itrari.ivr: thalr
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drastically cutting down manpower
strength. Where three people were
employed earlier, the companies
expect one person to do the job. This
is often found to be possible.

Unscientific Expansion

The problem has been created
mainly due to the unscientific
exparrsion of engineering education,
where supply has far exceeded
demand. If supply of engineers had
been gradually increased at the
level of arourrd 1,.0% per annum iu
tune with the overall GDP growtl'r
rate in the country, this problem
would not have arisen.

As the government has failed
to cone out with suitable guidelines
for the benefit of students and their
parents about the growth profile and
energing trends and pattem of the
econonly, students are coufused
about their career optiors. Attracted
bv rlassive advertisenlent cam-

paigns by engineering colleges and
confronted by inadequate data and
information, students throng engi-
neering colleges, perhaps thinking
tl'rat tl're setting up of large number
of engineering colleges is itself a

justification for their seeking an
engineering education.

Any knowledgeable econo-
mist or industrial consultarrt would
know that the average growth of the
economy, even if it be multi-
directional, cannot be nrore than 5

to 7o/o per annun. A lot of thought
has to go into creating capacity for
education in the couutry in various
branches and sectors. Now that so

many engineering seats have been

created in an unplanned way, what
do we advise students?

Need for Value Added Studies

The only way to l-relp such
students is to incorporate further
value added sludies in engineering

education, which is not oriented
towards any particular speciali-
zation now. This ntay rnake it
necessary to increase the period of
engineering education to 5 years.
There are a number of sectors still
crying for qualified engineers and
talent in the country such as herbal,
foundry and computer hardware to
rnention a few where the oppor-
tunities for specialized education
have to be exploited.

This should be done quickly,
so that engineering education would
become more specific industry
oriented and job prospects for
students could improve. Further, the
possibility of several engineering
colleges all over India closing down
like sick industrial units due to low
capacity utilization can be avoided.

MR. N. S. VENKATARAMAN, a public
spirited citizen is a Chernical Engineer
by profession.
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building steam engineering and control

instrumentation solutions that work for process
industry. But we're proud of much more than just

the products we make. We're committed to
creating a progressive work culture that uniquely

puts people first.

Creative contributions for organisational
competitiveness and productivity, is a way of life at

Forbes Marshall. We encourage employees to
share experiences, to achieve the competitive
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THE LEGEND OF NANI PALKHIVALA
By M. R. Pai

Published bv
Popular Prakashan Pvt. Ltd.,35-C, Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya Marg,

Popular Press Bldg., Tatdeo, Mtrmbai 400 034

Year of ptrblication z 2002, No.of pages: L42: Price: Rs.250

Reviewed by
Mr. S. V. Raju, editor, Freedom First

In the introduction to this
volume, Mr. M. R. Pai, who, needs no
introduction to Freedom Firsl readers,
writes "Nani Palkhivala never spoke
about his own achievements. In fact he
rarely spoke about himse'lf. Yet I could
gather some crucial information on a

few very important occasions, sttclt as

the reason why he stopped his budget
lectures, or the reason why he accepted
Mrs. Gandhi's brief. Forturrately, I lrad
also recorded the information
immediately so that over a period of
time it would not fade away from
memory." He clarifies that this volume
is not a biography and advises readers
who rvish to know more about Mr.
Palkhivala to read a brief profile about
tlris eminent Indian in Nani Palkhiaala:
Selected Writings which Pai co-authored
with L. M. Singhvi and S.

Ramakrishnan. (reviewed in Frecdon
Firsf, Jan.-M ar.2002, No.452).

The result: A highly rcadable
book. Moreover through this techniclue
of anecdotes Pai has e'nsured that a

much larger number of readers will
Bet to know better more Nani
Palkhivala, the man. A mau who in the
midst of all the corruption, the
dishonesty, the chicanery and tl're

confinuing firll in values lives rrp to the
Zoroastrian c.xhortation "Good
Thoughts, Cood Worcls atrd Coocl
Dc.eds"

Alrr'ar'ly into its secbnd ddition,
this brief review, r,r'e hopc will serve
as ar-r appctizct' to pe rsttadc rc'adcrs tcl

purchase a copy and savour the actions
of a man whom Rajaji described as

"God's gift to India".

One of the chapters is entitled
"Qr-ralities of Hc-ad and Heart". Among
the anecdotes narrated by Pai in this
chapter is this one: "When Palkhivala
passed his law examination, the
examiner is said to have written on his
paper 'Frankly, this candidate knttu's
much more than I do'. This was
verified by me, years ago by speaking
to knowledgeable persons. Therefore
in the brief profile of Palkhivala in the
book Narri Palkhiaala - Selected Writirtgs,
this was mentioned. The authors had
a very tough time in finalising the
profile because he insisted on deleting
many of these references because it
appeared to hirn that they glorified
him. After the draft was approved and
as we were about to send it to the
prcss, hc callcd mc and saicl that the
referertce to his examiner's remarks
should bc deleted....After a good deal
of argtrment, he asked: 'Can you prove
this in a court of law?' While I pointed
out that therc' would not be any
occasion to prove in a court of law,
what I had verified as true from
knowledgeable sources, Palkhivala said:
'ln that c.ise it should be deleted.' This
incident brings out his great sense of
lrr,rmilitv, ancl irrhcrcut dcsirc to avoid
praise cven whc'n dest'rved."

' A maior'Palklrivala special'
were his massive Union tsudget
mettinrs. Ilcgirrrrinr in 195.9 in a lrall

Freedorn First Jtrly-Septentber 2002

at Green's Hotel (where now stands the
multi-storey extension to the old Taj
Mahal Hotel) with an audience of a few
l'rundred, they went on to be held at
the Brabourne Stadium with the
number of those who came to hear him
varying from 60,000 to 1,00,000. These
Budget meetings, the last of which was
lreld in '1994, were a major event in
the Bombayman's annual calendar. The
reason for these' huge crorn'ds n'as
Palkhivala's "rare ability to simplify
complex budgetary issues and
economic policies and bring them to
the level of the ordinary person. No
longer was the Budget either a dry
subject or a mystery. Palkhivala put
budget education on the menu of
public interest topics, and rendered
Indian democracy meaningful in terms
of public understanding of economic
policies."

E"'cn n'hile lar-rr.rching a fr-rsillade
against some aspect of economic policy
or budget provisions, I'alkhivala
showc-d he was different. As Pai
records "... his budget as well as all
other public speeches (were marked)
by his utter lack of malice. He never
referred to public officials or
bttreattcrats by name when he

criticised, br"rt praised them by name
when appreciating any goocl poirrt
berrcficial to putrlic intcrcst."

Arr cxtract irottr all inter','icr'v
siven to the Bombav Chartc-red
Accotrntants Journal published in their
Septcnrber 1982, is Lrtrblishcd as an
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appendix to this volume and aptly
titled "Nani Palkhivala's Guiding
Principles in Life" Here's a selection:

"Courage, Integrity and
Humility: I respect courage and
integrity and humility. These
three qualities, I think, are
essential to make a likeable
personality.

"Approach to Life: I believe in
the profound truth - Pessimism

History has always been His
Story, written by Him, without
reference to any of Her lived
experiences. Men's experience and
theorization of conflicts through men's
perspectives occupies a central position.
It ignores the possibilities of alternative
and non-violent ways of negotiating
conflicts and women's perspectives
with notions of a just peace. Women
are depicted as victims of ethnic,
regional, religious, political and socio-
economic exploitation in all narratives
bnt never as agents of transformation,
or of uon-'"'iolerrt rvays of negotiatirrg
conflicts. Women's agency, i.e., how
women face the impact of organized
violence, how they forge survival
strategies, resistance and peace building
or even at times active participation in
insurgencies as in the LTTE or the }KLF
outfits is totally ignored.

At the- international level
femirrist scholarship lras combined with
peace studics arrd research kr challenge
this exclrrsion and rnarginalisatiorr of
wonren's experiences, perspectives and'
agcrlcy. The present book is thc result
of such a study unclcrtaken by the South
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of the intelligence, optimism of
the will!

"Take Life as it Comes: I just
take life as it comes. I continue
to do my work, and devoutly
trust that I shall be guided to
spend in the most useful way
whatever few years remain for
me,"

Fittingly the author informs the
reader that he does not wish to

Asian Forunr for Human Rights. The
chronicles in this book cover conflict
situations from Kashmir to Sri Lanka
and from Pakistan to the Chittagong
Hill Tracts in Bangladesl'r.

Women are used tcl promote the
aims of these conflicts. This opens
public spaces for women and a way to
their empowerment. But even at these
times, their agency and autonomy is
restricted and pushed to the
background and sacrificed at the
nationalistic causc bt'carrse the ltrxtrry
of gerrdcr justicc is ill .rffolded at that
time. When, later, the conflict is over
it is altogether forgottcn and women
once again become tl're sole guardians
of thc conrmunity's acceptable
traditions and cultural identity which
role leaves no public space or power
to transform their social conditions. No
imagination is rc'cltrired to see why the
womLjn's reservation bill cannot be
passed in our legislative assc.mblies and
in p.rrliamcnt. Isnt't it sr.rrprising that
few ask why such a bill is needed in
the first place when over half a centLrry
has passcc-l after thc inclcpendence
strr-rg1;lc irr rvhich wonlen ft>ught

Freedotn First July-Septentber 2002

WOMEN, WAR AND PEACE IN SOUTH ASIA
BEYOND VICTIMHOOD TO AGENCY

Edited by
Rita Manchanda

Published by
Sage Publications India Pvt. Ltd., M-32 Market, Greater Kailash 1,

New Delhi 110 048

Year of Publication: 2001. No. of Pages: 304.
Price:Rs.495 (cloth);Rs: 295(paper).

Reviewed by
Ms. Suman Oak, Lecturer in English(retired) and a freelance writer.

get any monetary benefit from
tl're book. The proceeds from the
sale of this book will be donated
to public causes dear to Nani
Palkhivala.

Highly recommended reading,
particularly for members of the
younger generation, searching for a

role model.

shoulder to shoulder with men.

The book reveals many faces of
women involved in or affected by the
conflicts - from the Armed Virgins of
the LTTE like Dhanu to the women of
peacc like the Nagn Mothers' Association
who undertake to cover the body of
every victim with a sl'rroud, irrespective
of his affiliation which include citizens,
combatants, heads of households, war
munitions workers, prostitutes,
producers of soldiers, war resisters and
political leaders. Thesc multiple
narrativcs of r.r,omert revcarl alternative
ways of negotiating conflict, creating
nerrtral spaces and reaching across a
hostile ethnic divide transcending
politicization and communalization of
the struggle. In Karachi, the Women's
Action Forum (WAF), a women's
secular group is forging solidarity with
\^/on"ren trappe.d irr the Muttahida
Qaumi Movemcnt (MQM) violence.

In thc acct-trnt Guns and llurqa,
Rita Manchanda tells us how the
Kashmir ploblern has developed as weil
as tl-re Kashr-nili wc)tnct't's diverse
e xpcriences of political vitrlcnce in



three overlapping phases: (i) Popuiar
upsurge and public demonstrations; (ii)
Repression and armed struggle; and
(iii) Politics of armed struggle leading
to the politics of extremism and the
sideshow of the Hurrriyat and the
revived democratic process.

When the tribesmen backed by
Pakistan raided Kashmir, botl'r the
educated upper class women and the
lower class uneducated women formed
a women's militia to resist the
aggression. Women were also active
in the earlier Quit Kashmir movement
led by Sheikh Abdullah. However not
a single woman could come to
prominence in active politics thereafter.
Even tl're percentage of literate women
has not improved since, being only
15To. Before the exodus of Kashmiri
Pundits in 1990 there were protests and
resistance to restrictions on women's
autonomy. Sara Bano wrote in the daily
AI Safa questioning the linking of Burqa
and wearing Tika to the freedom
struggle and refused to wear the Burqa
c'ven if she was killed. The Burqa was
cast aside by many like Shyamala
Mufti. But later her daughter, Asiah of
Dukhtaratrc Millaf launched a Burka war
in7992 punisl'ring unveiled Muslim
women by throwing green colour on
their faces. Some Kashmiri Pundits like
Neeraja Mattoo stayed behind to
nurse their common Kashmiriyat -
their common cultural roots. These
Panditains and Sardarnis came out to
save'some mother's son'when he was
being dragged into custody by the
security forces. The men did not come
out to do what was politically incorrect.

The gurr culture that developed
in Kashn'rir, as every where else, turns
topsy turvy the structure of social
values in a society where elders and
women used to bc held in esteem. In
the gun culture however, rape becomes
a weapon of war to humiliate, to
punish, to intimidate, to coerce and to
degrade adversaries, individuals as well
as the commtrnity. As militancy became
morc'and more cormpt and dcstroycd
thc' social capital of Kasl'rmir, wonlcll
tr,rrncd the.ir back on militancy. Thcv
iiure rlisilittriurirei rriLir Liiu ir)iu ul
I)akistan. This led to women becoming
dircct targe'ts of violcnce by thc

militants. Women were used in
propaganda battles but were never
respected for their contribution to the
freedom struggle, or even recognized
beyond their traditional roles as self
sacrificing mothers, wives, victims of
rape. They were con'rpletely margi-
nalized and dismissed by an armed
patriarchy.

In the''Ambivalent Empower-
ment: the Tragedy of Tamil Women
in Conflict', Darini Rajasingham
Senanayake finds that democratic
politicians who are intent on building
up vote banks and personal power at
the cost of national peace foment
virulent ethnic/religious chauvinism.
The only bulwark against this can be
multi-ethnic women's politics, because
it has less stakes in ideological or
political positions or personal power,
the ingredients on which conflicts
thrive because, as Virginia Woolf once
said, they have no nation. Resolutions
of conflict or peace is not just return
to things the way they used to be,
which includes in tl're case of the Tamil
women/ caste structure and gender
status quo. But for those who have lived
intimately with war, it cannot be so.
For them the changes are too deep and
fundamental.

The conflicts in the two North
Eastern states of Assam and Nagaland
are in the nature of State versus
Community. Past history shows that
to gain greater control over the
peripheral areas, both these states were
brought within the realm of the
Armed Forces

After the passing of the Special
Powers Act (amcnded in 1972) and the
National Security Act (1980), the
situation in both these areas became
all the more violent thereafter. Paula
Banergy, in her study, 'Between two
armed Patriarchies : Women in Assam
and Nagaland', discusses women's
rL-sponses to these conflicts and
explores two prc'dorninant inrages of
thc wonrerr involvcd - Onc: Thc victim
and Two: Tlre Arlazon. She trtrces the
irt>t,'ti..,i .illLl ('lrllll\ llll^.lgL5 \,i LlrL'

nunlcroLls Assamcsc arrd Naga tribes
n'ith rcgiorrs or-rtsiclc India.
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This fact poses problems in the
process of 'Nation making' for theState
of India.

The North-Eastern region which
was considered 'excluded area'by the
British is beset with the interference of
nrany outside powers hostile to India.
Its history is so complicated and the
tribes so numerous that even the
British had the most shadowy control
over the region that fell between
Burma and the administered Indian
territory. The hugely informative
chronicles, in this book would have
been easier to understand if detailed
maps of this and other regions like the
NEF agencies, Nepal, the Chittagong
Hills, etc. had been provided.

Women in Nagaland have bcen
a little more successful in forming
peace groups because the Waf.su
Mongdung (an organization of Ao
women) and the Naga Mothers'
Association have defined 'Peace'
differently. They associate peace with
iustice and development and this
helped them rally diverse groups to
their cause.

Anis Haroon tells simiiar stories
in 'They Use Us and Others Abuse Us:
Women in the MQM Conflict' - of
women being used and abused by the
insurgents as well as the state and
finding themselves in constant
opposition to groups led by men. The
participants in this conflict are
numerous: the state, the government
and political parties and groups,
mafias and also individuals who have
their own agenda and axes to grind.
The issues and the actors with their
shif ting loyalties conf ound the
confusion.

In this conundrum the WAF
takes the initiative of bringing women
from different, even opposing
communities together and build a

multi-ethnic polity de'fined by women's
politics and women's ways of doing
thir,gs.

The MQM represL'nts a vcrv
.i.rrgc propr-rlatl()l'r ln Kilracltt. ihcy art:
thc Urdu speaking imnrigrants fronr
Iudia, secking justice fronr tl'rc statc arrd
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political power in Pakistan, through
armed conflict. The army dictatorships,
the political parties rvhenever in power
and the MQM insurgents have all been
using and abusing women whenever
rrccded and then dumping them
eventually.

Anis Haroon gives a historical
account of horv Sindh became a multi-
ethnic province, and how the conflicts
of various hues, sectarian, communal,
ethnic and class struggles like those
betlveen factory and construction
workers and larrd oh'ners, arose. She
analyses how MQM mobilized women
in large numbers and how despite
women's increased visibility in violent
denronstrations and gheraos and also
increased mobility and utilization in the
ongoing struggle, tl'rey were left with

Amlan Datta does not recluire
an introduction to readers. He is a

veteran observer and analyst of
contemporary society. The present
volume is an anthology of essays
written over half a century for
publicahons, academic anc-l popular, and
evcn sonle hitherto unpublished ones.
These have been put togetl'rer at thc
request of the National Gandhi
Museunr. Datta's style is direct, simple
and lucid, avoiding jargon and
technicalities. It is highly recommended
for thc'layman as well as the scholar.

What is the central theme of this
collection of essays? In a short review
it is Lrctter to focus our attcntiorr on
this issuc. Since the end of World War
il, tlre vv.rri.i rn gc'lrer.ri .rrrci incii.r rrr

pi'rrticular have unclergonc trcmcndous
changcs, arrel still corrtinuc to do so. Thc.
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little roonr by the fascistic MQM for
any political nlaneuver. All this she
reveals through many a touching
anecdote'.

The last t\^'o essays:1{herc
There Are No Men: Women in the
Maoist Insurgency in Nepal ancl
Women's Narrative in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts too tell sinrilar stories, i.e'.,

poverty breeds extremisnu the r'xistirrg
parliamentary politics, espt'ciaIIy in the

third world, gi','es no hope of charrge;
the failure of democracies are driviug
the youth into people's war and the

Bovernments instead of rernoving
structural injustice rc'spond to people's
insurgencies mi li tarily.

There are a nulrber of factors
like the' superpower rivalry,

globalization, structuraI adjustments
inrposed by thc IMF and so on that
l'rave nurtured insurgencies ancl
militancies all over the world. This
aspe'ct has not been handled in the
book as its focus is on use and abuse
of rvomcn in conflict situations and
their journey beyond victimhood to
aBency. It is nor.r' dan'ning on the
supcrpoh'ers too that thc' politics ttl
arms does not pay any long term
dividends, and in fact eventually
boomerangs.

I'oliticians are alre.ady
deliberating,'after Taliban what?' A
solution can be found if the gender
dimension in the ethnic conundrum that
is Afghanistan is recognized and put
to use in ways revealed in this book.

IN DEFENCE OF FREEDOM
EXCITING TIMES AND QUIET MEDITATIONS

By Amlan Datta

Published by
National Gandhi Museum, Rajghat, New Delhi 1'1.0 092 in association

with Radha Publication s, 437 8 I 4-B Ansari Road, D ary agani,
New Delhi 110 002.

Year of Publication: 2001. No. Pages: 273. Rs.1.25

Reviewed by
Professor Antony J. Kunnath, Deptartment of Political Science,

Bhavan's College, Murnbai

essays reflect this changing scenario.
However, not all the transformations
have been to the good. Progress there
has undoubtedly been; but the
accompanying evils or the portents of
evil should not be lost sight of. In the
weltcr of changes rvhcrc is our anchor
and what is our lodestar? These are
issues that concerned Datta throughor,rt
the last l'ralf century and his cluiet
meditations lnay enlighten us in thc
exciting times of the new millennium.

At the beginning of our
irrdeperrdencc' the worlcl was the
battlegrouud for two compctirrg
ideologics - capitalism ancl Soviu't
Marxism. Wc irr Inclia cl'rosc thc
"micldlc path", btrt found it clifficr"rlt to
L,.rl,tt,.e (rle (r\ r. irr r:,r etrri Ur rrrt
centu ry Sovict socia I isur is,u'ancltti shr'ti
arrd capitalisr.n is globalll'ascendant. In
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India too we have embraced
globalisation, marketisation and
privatization. Obviously, economic
efficiency and the consequent creation
of wealth are important. At the same
time can we ignore the disparities of
u'ealth, of disparitics of distribution of
inconre and of social justice? The
hunranist concerns of Marxism were
buried in the Soviet system the demise
of which one need rlot cry about. But
the question of social justice is relevant
not only in India, but also in the
developed world.

Clobalised market economy
nray resr-rlt in increased prosperity for
the pcopies of thc rvorlci. lJtrt the critics
of c.rFritalism from N{arx to Candhi
ii.,!. ,r,li,L,-y p,.r111luei otti. iit .ii
hrrmanisir-rg cifccts. [)cveloped
countries in particular have bc'en
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.':experiencing these for a long time. Call

it "alienation", "anomie", "loss of
cornmunity" or n'hatever else, it has
marrifested itself in a variety of ways:
break-up of the family, drug abttse,
loneliness, grorvth of cults and
irrationalism and many more. At the
present tinre, Datta says, two cxtremes,
both eclually harnrfr"tl, can be noticed.
One is the unbridled pursuit of
consumerism and the other the marked
gro\^'th of exclusivist religious funda-
mentalism.

There are also many concurrent
developments that have threatened
peace, freedom and human existence.
The spectre of atomic holocaust l'ras

been one of the most significant.
Movements for nuclear disarmament
have focused on this threat. Even in
today's unipolar world this threat has
not abated. This, however, also points
to another reality of modern life-the
concentration of power with the state
and the ideology of nationalism, which
nurtures this power. But the over-
centralisation of power l'ras left the
citizens victims of the bureaucratic
apparatus.

Technology and industriali-
zation have undoubtedly brought
about prosperity. But they have also
left a trail of woe. The environmental
degradation and thc re'sultant threat to
the existence of man and nature cannot
be underestimated. The philosophy of
human exploitation of nature needs to
reconsidered.

Yet another threat to freedom
arises out of religious fundamentalism
ancl the ctlnseclucnt iutolerancc. as rr'e ll
as the cult of violence and terrorism.
These, according to the author arc'
consequences of the capitalist deve-
loprnent that created intra-national and
global disparities, resulting in a sense
of iniustice or resentment.

Thus there is a need to rethink
the issr.res related to social, economic
and political dcvelopmr-nt. The trend
towards globalisu.l r-rrarkct cconol-lly
m;ry bc irrr'versible. Br.rt thr' triumphs
()l e.tpit.rirsr.Il .tlso !r)llt.llltr, \\'ltlllll lt.

antagorrisms and the possibilitics of a

t'tclv society. Modcrrr technology and

industry have also created the ideas
and means to realize the birth of a new
society to which generations to come
have to strive for. On presenting the
broad parameters of present and future
transformative action, Datta is truly
influenccd by Tagorc arrd Gandhi.

These two great men had their
on'n diffcrerlces of opinion. tsut their
debates were conducted with genuine
mutual respect and decorum. Beyond
that, thc.y also acknowlc'dge'd the
identitv of their basic premises and
vision. Both realizecl the need to go
bc.yclnd the' narror.r' confines of national
chauvinism, religious fundamentalism
and all other barriers to the develop-
ment of true human unity. But the
genuine growth of human unity and
solidarity also requires the critical
development of identity and cultural
rootedncss. Thus Tagore and Gandhi
c'mphasized the de'vc'lopment of the
rural community as necessary to the
promotion of universal human
solidarity.

As noted earlier, the modern
state with power concentrated in it
prevents the full blossoming of
freedom. Tagore and Gandhi empha-
sized (like Marx) the primacy of civil
society over the state. The genuine
developmeut of civil society, however,
recluires that the individual and the
local communities (villages) must be
empowered. Gandhi's constructive
programmes and Tagore's original
inspiration for Shantiniketan enrpha-
sized the development of self- reliant
local communities not so much
dependent on the government, br.rt

havirrg thc necessary freedonr and
po\^'er to achieve that objective. That
is the real panacea for rural
development, generation of employ-
ment and the banefrrl process of nrban
decay.

The final vision of course, as

Datta prtts it, is the developme-rrt
towards transcendental humanisnr.
Whilc some of tht' nrajor ideologic's
havc bccu clisclcrlitcr1, 'hirnranisrl stays
.rs a rc;rsorraLrlc rranre to clcscribc somt,
()1 ()Llr llr()lc l'rspL'etaL.ie tc{eals
llou'evcr thcre are varictics r.ri

hurlarrisnr. TransccndcntaI humarrism
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aims at going beyond human posses-
siveness, which no doubt plays an
important role in material progress, to
a society based on loving communion
with fellowmen as well as nature.
Egotism, all forms of narrow secta-
rianism, intolerance and violence n,ill
have to be transcended in tire creation
of an etl'rically just, egalitarian and
humane society.

Isn't this yet another ideology?
The fixity of ideological dogmas does
more harnr than good. However, a
vision is important as guidepost. But
the contours of this vision must be
modified through constant human
search and action.

Such a society as delineated
above is already taking shape. The
women's movement, the ecological
nrovemerrt, and likc'wise many such
movements of the past and the present
are striving to create a genuinely
humane society. But the final outcome
is not yet in sight and generations of
effort would be required for its final
realization.

Datta deals with the whole
gamut of issues in contemporary social
thinking, some rather cursorily while
others in detail. Of course, he reflects
and shares the ideas of many twentieth
century social thinkers. What stands
out as original in these varied essays
is his creative interpretation of Tagore
and Gandhi )nd a call to reassess and
further develop their ideas as a neces-
sary antidote to the prevailing social
morass in contemporary Indian society.

"n^ \,.-,. -^.-t;-^ lAa a;ta a/ lha !:,,t.aM.r2.:'
we'll need to enlorce these?"

COURTESY: National Review I Oecember 18, 2000
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ln April 2002, Mr. V.
Prabhakaran, leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) addressed
a press conference. It became an
international event because the dreaded
leader of the LfiE was facing the media
after a long gap of twelve years. The
news conference also brought back
into focus the continuing internal
turmoil in Sri Lanka. The ethnic war in
the emerald country has already
claimed too many lives and has
destroyed too much wealth. And there
is no end in sight the efforts at
international level to help bring peace
notwithstanding.

The Tamils in Sri Lanka have
been staying in that country for a

number of cenfuries. But in independent
Sri Lanka they have been systematically
reduced to the status of second class
citizens. Like many countries of South
Asia, Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) was
also a colony of England. It gained
independence in 1948, as part of the
process of decolonisation, which
gathered momentrrm after World War
II. tsut right from the beginning the
Sinhalese, who are in a majority, ill-
treated the Tamils, who are in a

nrinority. In terms of population
complexion, the Sinhalese account for
70Vo while the Tamils are 207o of the
total population of Sri Lanka. Despite
such a sizeble presence the Tamils have
had to face discriminatory policies. For
instance in 1956 the then government
trf Sri I-arrka passed the 'Sinhala C)nly
Act' which made Sinhalese the official
languagc of .thc countr)'. Also thc
government introducc'd a quota system
bascd on race and residence for
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admission to universities. No wonder,
that by the 1980s, civil war broke out
in the island.

The newly independent
countries of South Asia, including Sri
Lanka, have had to face two basic
challenges. On the one hand, the
welfare of their citizens complicated by
ethnic and religious issues and on the
other hand, the challenge of globali-
sation, MNCs, foreign capital etc. And
Sri Lanka is no exception to this
phenomenon.

This unique situation has
generated many studies on Sri Lankan
society and its polity. The volume under
review is by Dr. Nira Wickramasingl're
who is eminently qualified as she has

been studying these and related issues

for quite some time. Her earlier work
includes a study of "Ethnic Politics in
Colonial Sri Lanka, 1927-47". Currently
she is a senior lecturer in the
Department of History and Political
Science at the University of Colombo
and a senior fr'llow at the international
Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo.

Dr. Nira has divided the book
into four major chapters, eacl'r describing
the changes that are taking place in Sri
Lankan society. She l'ras detailed how
the State's conception of security has
changed over a period of timc'. She
writes "for most of the countries in
South Asia, security problems have ttr
do u'ith thcir relatiorrship rt'ith India."
Fronr tlris external tlrreat tlre foctrs shifts
to intr-rnal disturbarrces. "For tlrc Sri

Lankan statc, intcrnal sc-curity still
entails protecting tht'botrrrdaries of thc
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state against secessionist movements"
(page 27). This shows tl're profound
change that has taken place in the
security perception of that country.

To understand these'new circles
of power', one needs to understand the
collapse of the USSR and the Red
empire during the 1990s. With this
collapsed the bi-polar world, which
maintained some balance of power.
Now everybody, and more so the
developing countries of the third world,
have to learn to live in a world
dominated by the USA. When the UASR

was around, many Less Developed
Countries (LDCs) could look up to the
USSR for their technological needs,
military hardware and high-tech
processing units. Now they all have to
depend on the USA and other Western
countries. Dr. Nira Wickramasinghe has
devoted an entire chapter to bring to
light the negative and positive linkages
of the aid regime, which was a fact of
life in the 1990s. She quotes statistics to
drive her point home. "ln the early 

.1950s,

aid from all sources was less than $11.tt
million.

Supported by a United Nations
(UN) campaign urging member states

to give at least 0.7 per cent of gross
national product (GNP) as aid, today's
total disbursements amount to $50
billion" (page 48). However this has also

created two aspects of aid. On the
negativc'side the US started creating a

linkagc Lrct'"vccn aid arrd forcign policy.
Whoeve'r rt'as rvilling to serve Western
iutcrcsts as rcprL'scntcd by thc US got

dgr,'el1')pmerrt funds; rt'hile' othcrs had

kr face punishment. On the positive side



Consumer Voice
A Magazine for Consumer Awareness

A Special offer for Freedom First Subscribers.

VOICE (Voluntary Organisation in lnterest of Consumer Education) a non-profit voluntary organisation engaged
in the protection of consumer interests, publishes a bi-monthly magazine 'Consumer Voice'lhal gives information
cn available goods and services with regard to their quality and environment-friendly aspects.

The magazine includes sections like: Buying Guides, Legal File, Health, Price Surveys, Focus, Reader's Page
and Tobacco File. ln addition, subscribers to the magazine also have access to already published research
based reports to help them make informed purchase decisions. Besides subscribers will also get tree counselling
for any consumer law related problems.

With a view to create greater awareness of the causes/concerns for which VOICE stands among various segments
of the society we are endeavouring to reach the maximum number of readers by making lhem our associates.
One way we do this is to network with as many voluntary organisations and journals such as Freedom First.

VOICE is a full member ol Consumers lnternational (Cl) based in London, UK and a member of its global
council. VOICE is a member of the Government of lndia's Central Consumers Protection Council (CCPC); the
Bureau ol lndian Standards;Union Ministry ol Environment's Ecomark Committee;Union Ministry of Health's
Central Committee for Food Standards; National Delegation to Godex. .

A special offer for Freedom Flrsf subscribers:

1. One year's subscription will be Rs.100 (as against the normal lee ol Rs.120)
2. Three years' subscription will be Rs.250 (as against the normal lee ol Rs.360)
3. Five years' subscription will be Rs.400 (as against the normal lee of Rs.600)
4. Life subscription will be Rs.1,500

ln case you wish to subscribe lo the magazine, please complete the subscriplion form below and send it to
coNsuMER votcE.

Freedom Flrst urges its readers to support VOICE by entering a subscription.

The Publishers
CONSUMER VOICE
71, Lajpat Nagar - ll,
New Delhi 11O O24.
(Ielephone: 691 8969. Fax: 462 0455. E-mail: subscription@consumer-voice.org)

Dear Sir,

I enclose a Demand draft favouringVO|CE lor Rs._(@ Rs.100 lor one year, Rs.250 for three years,

Rs.400 for five years and Rs.1,500 for life subscription).

(Demand Drafts payable ln favour of VOICE) Yours sincerely,

Date : (Signalure)

Occupation:

Freedom First July-Septernber 2002 51



Raymond presents its stunning range of fabrics, in a wide variety

of colours, designs, textures and blends. All'wool, wool-rich, poly-wool blends and more.

Whatever you're looking for, you're sure to find it with Raymond.

w-t
www. raymondrndia.com

The Complete Man



when aid is used as an instrument to
improve observance of human rigl'rts
in the recipient country one speaks of
positive linkages (page 55).

However Dr. Nira does not
forget to remind readers that the
insistence on'good governance' also
means bypassing the State and taking
aid directly to the local NGOs. She

convincingly argues that "the donor
community is fast becoming a new circle
of power in Sri Lanka." (page 73). She

develops her argument by taking a

historical perspective and informs the
reader how the first NGO came into
existence in 1831 in Sri Lanka; and how,
over a period of time, the role of NGOs
has undergone drastic changes. Today
they act more as a mediator between
thc' donor and the ultimate receiver.

With the growth of a market
economy, the NGOs also grew. Their
growth meant a corresponding
reduction in the role and space of the
State and its sovereignty. Of course this
process began in 1945 and 1948 when
the UNO was established and when the
UN charter on Human rights was
adopted. Dr. Nira has rightly brought
out the fact that 'the two concepts of
Human Rights and Sovereignty have
been placed on a collision course.'(page
117). During the Cold War period tl're

non-intervention principle was
observed. After the collapse of the
USSR, a new era began which was
witnessed during the Gulf War of 1991.

Now comes the era of NGO
intervention. To understand this
phenomenon, Dr. Nira has studied the

history of three organizations - the
International Conference of the Red
Cross, the UNHRC and the Medecins
sans Frontieres (MSF) and their
involvement in Sri Lanka. She has
highlighted the role of relief
organisations as agents of globalisation.
It is by now clear that the triumphant
West is using aid as a tool to discipline
the erring States of South Asia and
forcing its agenda on them.

All societies of South Asia are
facing these problems with varying
degrees of intensity. Since these societies
are backward in terms of technology
and also lack financial muscle, they have
to fall in line.

Dr. Nira Wickramasinghe's work
is important in this context.
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Reviewed by
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The author has given a brief
summary of the characteristics of the
land and people of Maharashtra for a
better understanding of the Anglo-
Maratha Wars. The Tcachings of the'
Warkari saints had forged a spirit of
nationalism by weakening the caste
system amongst the hardy farm
people. Shivaji had made two unique
contributions. He raised a national
army in place of the old Jagirdari
system and realized that the purpose
of war was political, not personal glory.
Both these achicvc'melrts rr'e.rc
stluandered arvay by his successors.
Shivaii diecl in 1650. Ily 1687 Aurarrgzeb
hacl r:onsoliclatcd his rulc.,\iter hi:;
death, his t'nrpire startt'd clcclirrirrr an,J
s<ton the Marathas \v('r(. tr) lrcaoll,t J

formidablr: po\\'cr.

Sh i va ji u rr clcrs totrcl tlr tr

importance of naval power. The
Maratha navy grew in strength under
Kanoji Angrey. With a large number
of ships and 58 forts on the Western
coast, hr' cotr'lcl prott'ct the' sca-borne
trade and collect rich revenue from
ships carrying cargo. An attack by the
tsritish and Portugtrt'se navic's was
routed by tlre Maratha navy in 1,727.

A great navy built up with vision and
aggressive leadership was deshoyed by
internal feuds between the Peshwa and
Tulafi Angrey (Son of Kanhoji Angrey).
Another attack by the British and
Peshrva forces in 1756 put an end to
thc Maratha Navy and in 175'l tlrc
tJcfc.rt,rf lhl N4ar,rth.rs.rt I';rnipat bl'
AhrJali chr't'ked tht' rrr,rrn'1pg Maratha

Ir()\1rcr orr land as rvcll.

Tht first Arrcl()-Maratlra War
lastcr-l [6r. tt .,,cars frpn l77,1 to .1763.
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Raghunath Rao, the pretender to the
Peshwa's post had requested help from
the British. The British advance to
Poona was repulsed and the British
we'rc' soundly bcaten at Wadgaon orr
12l l3 January 1779. The Marathas dicl
not press their advantage - had Nana
Phadnavis been Napoleon or even
Edward the First, there would have
been no man left to tell the tale.

The British were allowed to
retire after signing a treaty, which they
soon repudiated on the arrival of
reinforccnrents. Sashti had fallen b the
Britislr irr Dcccrrrbcr' 1774.'lhe valiant
.()lnnr.illrl{-'r of Sashti tr'as Ir','atccl w'cll,
,.r'hilc' thc trcachcrous Bhttvan Rao was
Lrlo'!.vrr flcrrl thc Inotttlt rrf tl-rc gtttt'
Another irttc-mpt to advatrcc on Poona
in 1781 also failed. Thc war ended witlr
thc rcturn of Sashti to thc Marathas
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rvl'ro in turn pronrisecl not to deal rvith
the French.

Durirr{r thc 20 years of pea6q
with the British from 1783 to 1803, the
Maratl'ras for-rght r,r,ars against Niz;rrn,
the Rajputs and Tipu Sr.rltan. The
L-rrightest Maratha gcneral Mahaclaji
Shinde died in l7cl4, follorved by the
dcath of tht' Pcshn'a in 1795. By non',
all appointments had bc'come
hereditary.

The Second Anglo-Maratha War
commenced in 1803. The author has
covered well thc mallnL'r in n'hich thc

Marathas lost thc entirc territorv in the
North duc to the treacherous role of
the French officcrs in tht' Maratha
Arml'. The first major L'rlgagement
occurrc-d t>n ?5th SeptL.n6.r 1803 at
Assayc. Thc Fort of Ahnrcdnagar had
already iallen throrreh treachery ancl
bribes. At the end rrf the dav, the
Marathas sufferr'd 2000 castralties
against 1200 of thc llritish. Holkar clicl
join and Shindc'u'itl'rdrew according to
the planrred strategy of avoiding a set
piece battlc. His failurc'at Lassawari led
l'rim to srre for peace. Ilhonsle did the
same after thc' loss of Gawilgarh fort.
Tl're Duke of Wc-llirrgton had described

Assaye and not Waterloo to be thc
toughest battle of his career.

After the Treaty of Assaye, the
Marathas greu' complacent rvhile thc
British gained in strength. The- Third
Anglo-Maratha war r,r'as comparatively
a tamL. affair. Tllere n'as n<; unity
an'rongst the Marathas and the British
l'rad overwhelming strength. Maratha
powcr came to an end in 1818. The
book is a comnrendable effort in
sonrcing matcrial from original records
of all the partics, includirrg the
Portuguese and the French.
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The book undcr rcvicw covcrs
the entire gamut of development
thought from status arrd trends in
development thc.ory, through cultural
dimensions of development and
alternative development to futures of
development thinking. This work is
not just trend-spotting in a contextua-
lised frame or iust a good mapping
exercise btrt goc's further to make sense
ancl givc shapg 111 a ficlcl of studv,
which is largely in a state of flux. Such
an endeavotrr could only be ttndc'r-
taken by one who has delved deep into
the field of dcvelopment studies and
surveyed its length and breadth to be
able to work out deconstructions and
rc'constructions. The masterful way in
which tlris cxercise'is conducted
establishc's thc credentials of Pietersc'
as an cxpert in critical analysis of
tlc'u'eloptnctt t tltor.rght.

I']ietersc takes a position that
development thinking l'ras a derivative
status. It has bccn morc of a fclllowcr

F/

of frame-works developed in other
social sciences rather than a hend-setter.
It has not influenced social scicuces as

much as been influenced by thc'm. To
support his point, he indicatc's that
Evolutionism, Marxism, NeoMarxism,
Keynesianism, Structural Functional-
ism, New Classical Economics and
Post-Structuralism are among the social

science paradigms trsed by develop-
rnerrt theorists at cliffcrc'nt tiures.

The ternr developmcrrt has
accluired diffc'rent meanings ovcr tinre.
This gets all the morc complL'x whcn
one takes note of different dimensions
to 'development' at any given time.
These dimensions could be historical,
political, economic or any other. The
author, whilst making a pointed
mcntion that the core mcatring of
clcveltl;rtttcttt ltas bsett ccrttl(rlltl\
growth has cogtutly algucd ihat tlrc
concept ha"- uudergotre much chartge
ancl the l.rst u'orcl in this debatc ca11r1()t

bc writterr.
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Development from being seen
as PLlre economic growth soon
encompassed mode-rnization which
was taken to mean Westerrrization. This

Bave way to the unified approach of
the 1970s which rnerged economic and
social aspects of development and
upheld development as endogenous
and self-reliant growth. In the 1980s,

the global dimension gave develop-
nrent a nen' conrplcxiorr. Irr trrrr tinrc
and age, it is pretty clear that conven-
tional paradignrs of developn'rent have
failed. This is because the missing link
in all the therlries and strategies of
development is the people. True
development has to be people-centred.

After development tl'rinking
movcd from statc-lecl, in that
dcvelrrpmctrt efforts w'crc initiated by
the goverttttteltt, t() nr.irket-lud lr'itll
nco-liLreralisnr, it is tio'"v society-lecl in
thc form of altelnative dcvelopn"reut'
It is this discttssion in thb book on
'Altcrn.rtivc Dcvelopmerrt' that



deserves special mention, as it brings
out the subtleties aud nuattces in the
development debate.

Pieterse convincingly argucs
that Alternative Development that has

also been labelled as participatory
developnrent, people-centred develop-
ment and human scale devc'lopmcnt
has now come on centre-sta8e.
Alternative Development does not
represent a paradigm break in develop-
ment. There is no clear line of
demarcation between mainstream
development and alternative deve-
lopment. In fact, there can bc'overlap
between the two. Forms of alternative
developnrent can become insti-
tutionalised as part of mainstream
developnrent and people-centred
development is certainly becoming a

mainstream position. This is reflected
in the works of many like Amartya Sen,

who emphasized capacitation, M.
Nerfin wl'ro saw it as the terrain of
citizen politics, David Korten who
viewed development as a process by
which the members of a society increase
their personal and institutional
capacities to better the quality of their
lives and M. A. Rahman, who saw
people as creative forces of deve-
lopment. Alternative develop-ment
sees developnrent in a holistic fashiorr
and gives rrital importance to the rolc
of the' people in the development
process, in decision-making and net-
working thus enhancing their creativity
and self-help capacity. The new
perspective is that of state-in-society,

rvitlr partnerships vievr'ed as 'instru-
ments of governancc'. The' focus is on
political re-structnring, vertically in
terms of Centre-State-local govern-
rnent relations and horizontally in
terms of state-civil society relatiorrs.

All this puts the spot-light on
civil socicty u'hich manifests itself in
conrmunity-based organizations, non-
governmental organizations and the
like. Various action groups try to
educate, conscie'ntise and mobilise
diffcrent sections in society, especially
the oppressed poor. Pluralistic civil
society actors make for social capital
and new forms of synergy. In the
context of Liberalization, Privatization
and Globalisation, the nation state is
undergoing a transformation. It is not
so much a provider as an enabler or
facilitator. At the same time there is the
enrphasis on the local with the contours
of the local state changing with on-
going vertical and horizontal re-
structuring. All this gives rise to New
Localism characterised by local
activism. It encompasses pro-active
development strategies which are
people-centred.

Considering futures of
development, the author maintains that
the rt'holc phenomenon of deve-
lopnrcnt is too complcx to think in
terms of a single future'trend.
Reflexive development and politics,
according to him, brings in options in
relation to philosophies of change and
politics of change. Thcrc'fore, deve-

lopn'rent needs to bc. re-defined not as
'improvement' but as collective
learning. It is not that there are many
development tl'reories but several
perspectives which often are derived
from other social sciences and applied
to the development terrain. Hence, for
each development perspective there
are options and challenges in the future.
To mention a few, modernization
perspective has to contend with varied
and plural modernities particularly in
developing countries; dependency view
calls for re-thinking in the context of
neoliberalism and uneven global deve-
lopment and Altemative Development
has to contend with 'NGO-ization'and
Ner,r' Localism manifest in public-
private partnerships and new political
opportunity structures.

The book is an asset to scholars
and students of development studies
as Pieterse has done a commendable
job in putting together diverse,
confusing, yet significant strands of
development thought in an intelligible
way. He has gone a step further in that
through critical analysis he has worked
towards restructuring the field. The
layout of the book, in terms of distinct
sections under well-defined chapters
and the wealth of data encapsulated
therein, bcars the stamp of tl're
scholarship of the author. It provides
good reading material for a social
scientist in general and a ready
reckoner or reference book for those
who specialise in development studies.

The Task of Nation Building

To make the people shed their fear and stand up to any

tyrant or unjust ruler is one of the more important tasks
of nation building. Unless we, as a people, acquire the
capacity to stand up to injustice, oppression and corruption
we would remain a weak nation.

r o w a r d s i :/"T;:X:;J,HH : I
Published by Popular Prakashan, Mumbai.
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Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari, retired Professor of Commerce and

Management and a freelance writer

This book deals with variotrs
aspects of intelligence - military,
political, economic, financial, corporate,
threats on account of new technologies,
drugs and narcotics.

An overview of the entire
situation of intelligence is given in the
first Chapter. Chapter II discusses the
military intelligence of four nations,
viz., U.S.A., U.K., Pakistan and India.
Despite the elaborate intelligence sc't-

up and spending of billions of dollars,
the disastrous, chilling incident of 9/
11 did take place in the U.S., exposing
the lacunae in their security system.
The author also emphatically confirms,
in the same chapter, that the Chief of
the Army Staff wields more powers
over the ISI than the' Ministry of
Defence.

Political intelligence consists in
bending and twisting the various
organs of tl're government, especially
the intelligence agencies, for the party's
ends. This aspect is discussed in Chapter
III. EmPhasis is laid on horv thc U.S.

and Inc-lia have bccn grossly abusing
the powers vested in them. The author
says that in the U.S., except for Dwight
Eisenhower, all other Presidents have
been consistently arm-twisting the CIA
and FBI for selfish purposes. As regards
India, during the regime of Indira
Candhi, there was widespread misuse
cf the intc'lligcncc agencic.s by her and
her son, Saniay Gandhi. When Morarji
I)e'sai came to power, he appointcd a
high-powt,red Committec urrder Shri
L. t'j. Singlr to rt'vicw thc functi<)rrirrs
of the Its and the Ctsl. T'he moment
lndira Gandhi canre back to power in
1980, slit iurmccliately scrappcd thc
cntire reprtrt. Not orrly, that, those rt,ho
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were even remotely associated with
the Committee were severely
penalised. The public is, therefore,
unaware of the rc'port and its
recommenda ti ons.

Economic, industrial, techno-
logical and corporate' intelligence are
dealt with elaborately in Chapter IV.
In other words, he has discussed how
information including formulae, sec-
rcts, plans, processes and other technical
cletails are collected by the intelligence
agencies, through stealth, bribes, and
other means.

Cl'rapter V is devoted to financial
and rrarcotics intelligence. Money
laundering is defined as "a process by
which money accluired illegally
through rreans such as bribery. tax
evasion, cxtortion, manipulation of
accoLrl'rts, narcotics smuggling,
terrorism, organised crime, etc. is
inducted into the legitimate money
circulation system ..." Pakistan and
Myanmar are the two states actively
encouraging money laundering in a

big n,ay. llrig. (l{etr1.) Ir.ntiaz, the hcacl

of the Irrternal I'olitical Division of tl're

ISI of Pakistan, was re-arrested irr
October 1999, and prosecuted for
owning disproportionate wealth. He
had: 1) foreign exchange bearer
certificates valued at U.S.$ 20.08 million,
2) a bank account with the Union Bank
for lis.2.13 billion in Pakistani rupees/
3) U.S. dollar accotrnt in l)eutsche Bank
of 19.1 million, 4) 5 rc.sidential l'rorrses,

5) 5 commt'rcial rrnits, r:r) 3 shop5 - lll
accluirt'ci throrrch heroin smuggling.
I le rvas convictcd orr 3lst Jul\/ 2(10 l, -n(l
jailcd for 8 yc'ars.

i\ftcr dcalirrg rvith threats frtrnr
rretr, tcchrtoltrgics in Chaptcr VI, thc
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author discusses in detail counte'r-
terrorism in Chapter VII. In an inter-
view to Time magazine in 1999, Osama
bin Laden l-rad expressed his interest
in procuring chemical weapons. He
said: "Acquiring weapons for the
defence of muslims is a religious duty.
If I have indeed acquired these
weapons, then I thank God for enabling
me to do so ... It would be a sin for
muslims not to try to possess the
weapons that would prevent the
infidels from inflicting harm on
muslims." The author has very ably
discussed remedial steps to counter
terrorism.

Nicely bound, printed on good
paper, the book should be useful to the
general reader as well as to the scrious
student. However, it suffers from
errors - grammatical, constructional,
syntax as well as factual. The English
language is one of the ricl'rest in its
vocabulary. Still the author coins his
own words. For example, on p.5, "This
civilianisation was carried out in
cliffcrtnt u'ays in diffcrcnt coulltries".
On p.191, he refers to thc "elaboraie
protective architecture set-up by the'

U.S." The meaning of the word
"oversight" though includes superin-
tendence, is not in common usage as

far as India and U.K. are concerned.
However, the author Lrses it for
supervision which, to the unfanriliar,
would canse confusion as it happens
on p.265. P.196 furnishes a breakdowrt
of tlrc 7912 case's of hacking tlrat had
taken placc since August 1995. It says
that 5149 rrr 65.08%. rverc iu thc U.S.

However, the de'tails, when totalled
works to 5162!
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