


M. R. Pai

"A very happy New Year. Congratulations on your '50 Years'special issue.
It is a collector's item. Regards, Sincerely, M. R. Pai". This little note from a dear
friend said it all. ln a manner of speaking it epitomised our relationship. His and
mine. His and Freedom F,rst's. I can say without fear of contradiction lhal Freedom
Firsf was among his favourite journals. Every once in a while he would phone
me and say "Raju, How is Freedom First doing? I am going to (he would name
some city outside Mumbai) ...Send me an appeal with the advertisement tariff
and a specimen copy. I will see if I can get an advertisement" - an anxiety to
ensure lhal Freedom First did not fold up - something that the journal comes
very dangerously close to, every once in a while.'We must not allow Freedom
First lo die' he would tell me.' lt's a worthwhile cause', he would add.

My mind goes back to the mid'fifties when both of us took up employment
in public organisations - he as Secretary of the Forum of Free Enterprise in 1956
and l, as Executive Secretary of the Swatantra Party at its Central Office, in 1959.
Both dedicated to the cause of freedom - from different perspectives. Over the
years our friendship evolved into an enduring one. He would occasionally ask
for my help on this or that matter. More often I would ask for his help. We had
our differences - minor ones, but differences nevertheless, which did not affect
one little bit our friendship. I'll mention one of these which persisted to the end.
I would ask him to become a member of the Swatantra Party so that he could
hold office.'Sorry', was his reply. I agree with the Party's philosophy and principles. I admire Rajaji, Masani, Munshi
and the others but I do not wish to be identified with any political party. lt will prevent others who do not belong to
the Party from supporting the Forum. They will stop being open with me. When the lndian Liberal Group (lLG) was
being revived and restructured, I again invited him to join the lLG. No, he said for the same reason. 'Why do you
want me to be member? I can support your efforts without being a member.'True to his word, this he did to the very
end.

It is a personal loss. lt will be quite some time before I stop reaching for the phone, every time I am troubled
by a problem or need something, or when someone asks me for a favour and I turn to Pai for help. lt is still difficult
for me to accept the fact that M. R. Pai is no more.

To Mrs. Pai, his son Shyam and other members of his family our deepest condolences. We share with them
their sorrow and dedicate this poem by Rabindranath Tagore to his memory. Pai would have approved.

il. R. PAt

5(r /c--z

A.*-, Q'-;u

A o4'4 L-/^+^/ '()Eut 
Yxa^

CrV^FJ'6*- ^n '::
'fi1 "fu2- " V+1'2'>r

qt^ '., ti. cty'o"It- J;^'

Aq
f L-c.7 t'' t' '

!;n*47
n.U// /./

Farewell my friend

It was beautilul as long as it lasted
The journey of my life.

I have no regrets whatsoever
Save the pain I'll leave behind.

Those dear heads who love and care...
And the strings pulling at the heart and soul...

The strong arms that held me up
When my own strength let me down.

At every turning of my life
I came across good friends,
Friends who stood by me,

Even when the time raced me by.

Farewell, farewell my friends
I smile and bid you goodbye.

No, shed no tears for I need them not
All I need is your smile.

ll ypu teel sad do think of.me
for that's what I'll like when

you live in lhe hearts
of lhose you love, remember then

you never die.

(cited in Mid daY, JulY 15)
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

ln this, the third part of our'serial'on why in Free lndia we have only
politicians and no statesmen and only netas, no leaders, we view this puzzle
from the perspective of Reservations. The original intention of the members
of the Constituent Assembly was to provide for Reservations to sections
of the population who were tribals and 'Untouchables' as they were then
referred to, later known as 'Hartjans' and now known as 'Dalits'. This was
to ensure that they were no longer discriminated against in matters of education
and employment and had a 'level playing field'. This original purpose has
long since been forgotten and is being exploited by nefas and politicians
for their own selfish political ends.

Post-Gujarat terrorism is taking a serious toll of men and material
particularly in Mumbai. The Best Bakery Case represents a blatant travesty
of justice. While there are signs of an upturn in the economy, the law order
situation and the security of citizens are taking a turn for the worse. We
deal with these developments.

The series discussing the puzzle, why lndia has not produced a single
leader or a statesman fifty years after independence will conclude with a
discussion on "What lndia Needs" This will be the subject of the next
issue. lt will be less a post-mortem and more a normative one covering
politics, the economy, issues of social justice and leadership.

ln association with the INor,qN LtseRnr- Gnoup, Freedom Firsf has
organised a one-day seminar on Saturday September 27 in Mumbai. The
subject: "What lndia Needs".

lf you wish to participate in this seminar please write, email or phone
us giving your name, postal and email addresses and phone numbers. We
shall send you an invitation and programme details.
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tennyson

For what must be the 20th time in the past decade, it is private to every itinerant mir.rister; every Mp and
Mumbai has been reduced to a power-point presentation. everybody occupying ar-ry position in the state apparatus..

Shabnam Minn'alla and Nina Martyris,
The Times of Indin. July 20

It is so embarrassing to have overseas clients
visiting our office and experiencing about four power
cuts during a one-hour meeting. Here we talk about
world-class software and development centres and we
cannot control the power situation,

WIPRO Chief Azinr Premii, The Tinres of India, July 19

We may bend the laws and rules slightly to
accommodate religious sensitivities (letting Sikhs off the

obligation to wear motorcycle helmets for instance) but
tl'rese will be exceptions rather than the rule. The essence

of a secular state is one people under one set of laws.

Vir Sanghvi, MitI day, August 10

Telephones, real-time data links, and video
conferencing have brought the world closer together but
not quite eliminated tl're need to see things first hand.
They cannot compensate for the chemistry of the
personal colltact.

Editorial conmenting on the salutary impact of the
meeting between Bush ancl Vaipayee in St. Petersburg in

The Times of India, June 12

The greatest tl'ring about migrating is the feeling
that I am finally part of a civilized, law abiding society
and everybody is actually accountable.

Abc{ul Maiicl, a 35-ycar old architect who
n'rigrated to Canada, Outlook, January 20

The Congress has drawn wrong lessons from the
BJP's victory in Gujarat.

Ilistorian Mushirul Hasan, 7'le Week, June 15

Bill Clirrton joins Jinrmy Carter as an ex-f)residerrt
t','lt,r il. fi,r'tr\'.ri ivitlr trs.

Willianr Buckley Jr., Nalioturl ll.r:uieu, April 7

..the really private sector is the public sector and

Disinvestnrent and Communications Minister
Arun Shourie, Outlook, May 26

My plus points: I am 5'10" tall and willing to try
anything that hasn't been tried before. I believe in myself,
I am vocal, extremely ambitious, never take no for an
answer and I live for the noment

Model Tinu Verghis, The Week, August 3

We want an end to the one-party system in China
and Mr. Wen (Wen Jiabao, Hong Kong's CEO) being a

Chinese leader must listen to the voice of the people.

Mr. Leung Kwok Hung. Hong Kong based
human rights activist, The Stntesman, July 2

Perhaps we should thank the Taliban for finishing
the task the Crusades began nine llundred years ago -
proving beyond furtl-rer dispute that Religion is
incompatible with Civilization.

Arthur C. Clarke, Free lnquiry, Winter 2002/3

I used to play with paper boats in my childhood.
As I grew up,I forgot about them. When you are finishing
your journey, you are reminded of your childhood - and
your paper boats.

Former Prime Minister V. P. Singh,
The lndian Express, August 3

We have no problem with the Congress making
Sonia Gandhi or even Pervez Musharraf its president
but projecting her as Prime Minister could raise
questions among the people about national interest and

security.
BJ P spokesman,Y,*ilT$:,T: 

i)il;;

What administrative experience dict Vajpayee
have before he became the Prir-ne Mir-rister? Perhaps,
Valpayee with his advanced age arrd silrking health
nr:eds r.nore title to rest... It is r.nrto the RJI'if il watits
to project Vajpayee as the tlascot. The BJI' is a party
with two mascots and three musketeers.

Congress(l ) spokc'stnau jaipal ltc'dclv,
'l'he Irrdittt [:rPress, JulY 20

Frceclont First July-Scptetnber 2003



BJP Yuvaks and Beauty Queens ?

The news is a little dated but interestit-tg
rrevertheless. Tlle BJP's youth wing the Janata Yuva
Morch;r held an international conference ou 'Terrorism'
in February. There were some 200 delegates fron-r 60-
odd countries and 300 participants from lndia - plus
rvonder of wonders, India's Intenrational beauty queens
Sushmita Sen, Aishwarya Rai, Lara Dutta, Gul Panag,
I'riyanka Chopra and Yukta Mookhey. Who are we to
criticise the BJP youth. Obviously this must have been
cleared by the Bajarang Dal or the VHP or the ABVP,
tl'reir students' wing - who are normally active creating
mayhem during times like Valentine's Day or proscribe
the wearing of jeans by girl students as in Lucknorv.
Beauty Contests, if I recall have been frowned upon
by RSS outfits - or is it a case of what is sauce for tl're
goose is not sauce for the gander.

The Comrades and Cult Worship

The atheism of our comrades (communist that is)
is only skin deep. They have their own idols. Lenin's
embalned body in the Kremlin was a place of
priligramage for cornrades worldwide. Coming to think
of it globalisation of politics was already being practiced
by the comrades much before it came into current vogue
in the arena of trade and commerce. But I am digressing.

According to Sabyaschi Bandopadhyay of The
Statesnrnrt (luly 20) our Bengali comrades produced a wax
model of forrner Bengal Chief Minister Comrade Jyoti
Basu to place it in a specially constructed museun'r that
is planrred for Kolkata. A replica of the lvax model n'rade

at a cost of Rs.1 lakh was presented to Comrade Basu
ou his 90th birthday. Asked a CPI(M) politburo member
"what is the harm if Basu becomes a permanent feature
in the proposed museurn." None at all conrrades. Trust
the urclrrey fclr this 'cult worship" does not come from
the state treasurv nor is extorted frclnr the public through
"r,olurrtary' clolra tions.

Corruption in Communist China

,\nci rvirile orr the subject of crlnrrarit:s, lttlre's orte

'Lhc. Llrno has cohe,'tfu .
trihur 9a1a'-to balX.."f ma:ry LTinS,s: t

of sltes-and_Ships-
anA xzli$vax-

of cabbasos - "
arLA }li]lgs-n

tl'rat would give heart to the crooked and corrupt in our
land. A Chinese millionaire has been sentenced to death
for raping eight teenage giris arrd bribing police to call
off their investigation. Despite one of the girls' fathers
reporting him to the police, he served just two months
in iail before being released without charges being
pressed after paying police officers US $ 92,770
according to' Beijing Youth Daily'.

A Report in The Times of lndlc comments that the
case "reflects the extent to which the rich and powerful
can buy their way out of trouble in present-day China
and the severity of corruption in a country that has few
checks on the authority of government officials."

Howard Fast

Howard Fast was a black American author. He
was alscl a card-holding member clf the Cornmunist Party
in the Urrited States and Managing Editor of the
Con'rnrunist "Daily Worker". He was a great novelist
and writer. He is best known for his best selling novels
Citizen Tom Paine and Spartacus. His work for the Party
was recognised by, among others, Josef Stalin, who
awarded him the Stalin International Peace Prize the
very year that Stalin died.

Mr. William Buckley Editor-at-large of tlre Nationsl

Ilcz,iczu rclatt's an incident rvhc'n he shared a ditrner table
rvitir Horvard Fast. Tiris was after Khrushchev's famous
20tlr Congress speeclr irr 195(r. i:.rst's engrrissitrg sttlry
rvas that rvhen Kl'rrushchev gave his famous 20th
Cotrgress speech in 195(r, renotrncirrg Stalin anci iris
\r,orks, i.t cop-\' <rf thai spc'ech rc'aclrecl the il,riltl \'/ttrkcr

ltreeti,trrt l:i t'sr .l u !.t'-S,itlctrtl,':r 200;l



immediately before tl're CIA got llold of it. It was released
to the press, which would give this revolutionary speech,
or perhaps better, this counterrevolutionary speech, front-
page attention, even as the historians have done. "Tl'rere
rvas a dispute in tl're Daily Workuon whether we should
publish a report of Khrushchev's speech," Fast said. "The
editor complained tl'rat if the Worker went with it, the
Communist Party of America would lose 10 percent of
its urembership. I corrected him. We'll lose 90 percent,
I predicted. And I was right"

Howard Fast too left the Communist Party. He
died on March 72,2003.

SVR

In - Kalam and Vajpayee;
Out - Shakespeare and Shaw

The University of Meerut's Board of Studies in
English recently attempted to "replace the Shakespeare
and Bernard Shaw items in their course by the works
of A.P.j. Abdul Kalam and (in translation) Atal Behari
Vajpayee"!

Both the Head of the Department of English and
the Vice Cl'rancellor to their credit vainly tried to prevent
this. It lemained for the Academic Council to throw the
proposal out.

One expects the Board of Studies to be composed
of experienced teachers and it is incredible that they

should consider both tl-re eminences as worthy of
replacing Shakespeare and Shaw. Imagine generations
of students being brought up on the effusions of the
poetic prime minister and being totally innocent of even
stray lines of Shakespeare! The democratic temper of
the University in a perverted sense, is indeed touching.

Over the decades, we have witnessed almost all
academic institutions and Universities in the country
being battered by sycophantic and populist forces. This
irrstance must indeed take the cake.

Professor A. N. Murthy Rao (1900-2003)

With the passing of Professor A. N. Murthy Rao on
Saturday, 23rd August, we have lost a titan of the old
Ivlysore cr-rlture. I-Ie lived to a ripe old age and was iu
reasonably good health.

It is difficult to come to terms with his demise, for
we came to regard him as a pernanent, abiding
nlonument as were the Nandi statue and Basavangudi,
for we grew up in his shadow for more than half a

century. His translations in Kannada of the Socratic
dialogues of Plato opened up an alien ancient world
whicl'r was given a local habitation and were made part
of the intellectual baggage of educated Mysoreans. Again,
his translations of some of the plays of Moliere brought
to the Kannadiga the sunny humour of the great French
playwright.

He also wrote a number of essays all of them light
in texture but capturing the quintessence of Mysore's
culture and life. A student of the Maharaja's College,
he has written nemorably of this unique institution of
higher education and of unforgettable professors such
as Dr. Radhakrishnan.

The ancient Kannada rendition and civilisation
wl'rich was being transformed by the pervasive
penetration of Western culture was unforgettably
captured by this great master of Kannada prose. He wrote
no poetry or fiction - the essay was his forfe. Kannada
which has a rich l'reritage of autobiographies was further
errriclred by fris own Vits Sun.

Belonging tri the nobie generatiotr of N4asti,
Ctrndapprr, Ilajlratrranr arrtl rrtlrer-s, ht' lras ioirre,l tlr,'nr
anci left us all the poorer.

COURTESY: National Review, June 16, 2003.

Frecr.l,ttn F'irs! Jul.l'-Scptenftcr 2003



In Free Indra
Only Politicians, No Statesmen
Only Netas, No Leaders

Reservations and National Integration
Nagindas Sanghavi

What the communal electorate did in the field of political unity is being
repeated in the social field by the reservation policy and the results might be
as dangerous as was witnessed in the 'thirties and the 'forties of twentieth

century lndia. The strain has already started showing. The venomous debate
and the furious riots between the castes echo the happenings during the pre-
independence years because there is hardly any demarcating line between the

communal and caste virus.

Irr spite of several conceptual
and methodological differences, the
Affirn'rative Action in the U.S. and
the Reservation policy in India ought
to be viewed in the perspective of tl're

same framework because both are
attempts to address basically the
same problem that sooner or later
crops up irr every der-rrocracy. The
rights ancl the representaticlrr of the
deprived sections of the society -
problems that no democracy has
been able to solve with con'rplete
satisfaction to all groups concerned.

No society is entirely
honrogenous and totallv egalitarian
and the dominant group or groups
strive to capture and retain political
power and economic authority by
various devices tl-rat are a denial of
social, political and even legal
justice. The U.S. is in a more fortunate
position as it could delay dealing
rvith the prroblems of the deprived
and the disgruntled sections of
societl, till it could attain econonric,
political and social maturity. The
i\ft'i,.''ur .,\nrcric;ur, evcrt irftcr tht'ir'
enrancipation fronr slarrery rvere
clenied a clue share in the political,
ecllrcittional ancl t:corrontic arena ftrr

a celltury on the grourrd of their
disabilities.

When the process of empowe-
ring them started, American
democracy could build such em-
powerment on the basis of equality
and careers were opened to all
talents, irrespective of colour, sex
and the country of origin. The U.S.
still does not provide political
representation to such sections and
their voice as a group is still not
heard in the corridors of power. We
in India could not wait or
deliberately chose uot to wait. Even
before rve ltad enottgh, rve rvauted
to share whatever little we had rvitl'r

the depressed sections of our society.

Therefore, our reservation policy is
a far more courplex pheuourenon
than tl're Affirmative Action in the
U.S.

Like nrany of our democratic
itrstituticlns, reservations also
predate otrr independc'trce. Though
the objective was different,
respr\/iltiorrs t-l tr rirrq llre llritish
regime are sinrilar to those that exist
norv, rvith a differerrce that they r.r'ere

provicletl not to the de1'rri1,ed sectiotrs

Freeclorrt First J tily-Seplentbcr 2003

but to the religious communities.
Reservations in government jobs was
a logical extension of the communal
electorate introduced by the British
regime in their efforts to seek a

solution to the problems of minority
representation when a homeopathic
dose of democracy was introduced
in 1908. There were fixed quotas of
jobs for Muslims, Christians and
Sikhs. This political de"'ice of
communal electorates together with
job reservations fostered and
intensified the already existing
fissures in the body politic. Indian
leaders sought to replace communal
electorates by providing reserved
seats for the minorities in the
Assemblies. Two such atter-npts (1917

and 1928) failed. But when British
Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald
accepted the demand rnade bv the
Scheduled Castes for a separate
communal electorate for themselves,
Mahatma Gandhi staked his life
against it and the l)ttona l'act
provided reserved seats ftlr tlterl irt

the elected bodies.

A relic oI this trcxv distatrt past

has survived itr ottr Collstitution' It
is harclly ever troticed that the



ln Free India ' Only Politicians, No Statesmen. Only Netas, No Leaders

Constitution (Art.336) liad provided
reservatiorr of government jobs and
services for the most highly educated
and prosperous community of
Anglo Indians for ten years. This
tiny and rapidly disappearing
commurrity still enjoys the right of
representation in the federal as well
as in the State assemblies. Since it
cannot get elected, our elected
houses are vitiated by tl're presence
of the nominated menrbers to
represent that community in the Lok
Sabha as also in the Vidhan Sabhas
of the States concerned.

Affirmative Action is a single
target policy of preventing
discrin'rination against certain
groups of citizens. Tl're end purpose
of the Reservation policy is in a way
exactly opposite to that purpose and
is a denial of the equal opportunity
principle. We have sought to provide
opportunities to those who, for no
fault of theirs, were not in a position
to compete on the basis of equality.
Our Reservation policy is an antidote
to an exploitative and unjust social
structure known as the caste system.

The Reservation policy is often
described as protective
discrimination. The purpose is not
to end the discrimination but to foster
discrimination in order to protect
and empower the deprived sections
of our society. However noble the
purpose nay be, such discrimination
is anti-democratic because it violates
the notion of equality that is one of
the cardinal principles of democracy.
But it should have been noticed that
rve have made a special addition to
the definition of democracy in the
Preamble tcl r.rur Constitutiorr. To the
l9th century concepts of liberty and
ecluality, rve havc addcd thc 20th
century concept of social justice and
given it first place in preference to
both equality and liberty. For us irr

6

India, social justice takes precedence
over both equality and liberty,
because of the unjust social
structure we have inherited from our
past and which all our reformers
fron the days of Dayanand
Saraswati have been trying to
eradicate. Such discrimination,
however protective it n"ray be, proves
in the long run poisonous for the
body politic and the Constitution
fathers were aware of this danger
and were quite uneasy about it. But
poison sometimes has to be used as

a life saving drug. The reservation
of seats in the elective bodies was a

temporary aberration and was to be
discontinued after ten years.

Reservation is not an
atonement of our past sins and
should not be considered a

compensation for the damage
inflicted in the past. The exploitation
and the deprivation of the Dalits is
still very much a horrifying reality
at the ground level actualities in the
social scenario of modern Irrdia.
Whatever the Corrstitution and the
laws nlight be saying, there is no
denial that we have as yet not
reached our goal of an egalitarian
society. Therefore the terminating
date has to be periodically extended
and now there is no sign and no
hope of such reservation ever endirlg.
There is also a totally different
category of reservations that are not
rooted either in logic or in
expediency. They are the products
of unjustified sentimentalism. Some
portions of government jobs and
patronage is reserved for tl're freedonr
fighters, for war widows, tlte
handicapped or those affected by
natural calanrities.

J'hc ltcscr','rtion pcrlici' is;

rcloted in the same belief that
underlay tlte comnruual electorate
that the interests and the aspirations

Freedom First Jub-Septen$er 2003

of a group can be presented and
protected only by persons belonging
to that group.Only a scheduled caste
leader, only a tribal, only a wonarl
can represent the group concerned.
We are still not able to conceive of
a Lincoln br a Gandhi, or a Karve
as better spokespersons for the
Blacks or the Dalits or women. There
exists an all-pervading distrust of
'outsiders', a symptom of the
disharmony prevailing in our
society. That is the reason why more
and more groups and communities
are demanding reserved seats and
quota of jobs for their own groups
and conrnrunities comnensurate
with their numerical strength in
society. There are vociferous
complaints that there are not enougl'r
Muslims in the police force or
enough Dalits in the judiciary and
therefore they are discriminated
against in the administrative and
judicial decision making processes.
The complaints are not entirely
unjustified because all sections of
Indian society are still affected by
connrunal and caste considerations.
But all such demands, are strictly
speaking, a denial of democracy and
a rejection of an integrated nation.
The more such demands are
complied with, the longer will
segregation persist.

Political reservations create an

anomaly. It is physically impossible
to elect representatives who entirely
and exclusively represent the groups
concerned. The constituencies
reserved for the scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes contain a fairly
large nunrber of saaarnas and non-
tribals who are permanentlY
excluded frrrnr the parliamentary
arena and are thus deprived of their
pirlitic.rI rig,hts.

SociologicallY sPeaking, the

term scheduled caste or tribe is a



Dividing People

legal n-ryth. There is no such caste
and no sucl'r tribe. There are a large
lrumber of castes and tribes that are
listed ir-r the govenrnrent schedules
and the lists keep on lengthening.
There is neither honrogeneity nor
unity among these groups, except
that nearly all of them have suffered
at the hands of the upper castes.
These castes and tribes are at various
levels of educational or economic
development and often intensely
hostile to one another. The legislative
seats reserved for all these castes
have beerr morropolized by a few
groups amollg them and has hardly
contributed to the empowermerrt of
all the socially oppressed castes
anlong them. In fact, the higher
castcs among them have joirred the
saunrnas in exploiting the underdogs.

But there is another and more
important field of reservations that
proved very ef f ective in the
empowerment of almost all sections
of tlre Dalits and the Adiaasis. While
political reservatior-rs have benefited
a fert', the reserved quotas of jobs in
goverll nrellt a rrcl senri-goven1n1ell t
corporatit'lns and institr,rtions have
helped a large number of them in
securing enrployment as well as in
improving their social status.

The reservation system rvorks
differently irr India frortr tl're eqtral
opportunity systenr in the U.S. It is
not a questicln of equal opportunity.
The scheduled caste or tribe
candidate has the exclusive right to
that job and has to conrpete only with
other scheduled caste or tribe
cand idates. Sinrilar reser\/eLl cluotas
ale ploviclecl in the institutes of
higher leirrnirrg. Sirrce there is a

patrcity of edrrcatiorral facilities,
cs[)('('i,lll\' l'r'r' tttr'rlit-:rl iut,l
engirrt'ering professions, such a

privilcge trecoures a tlecisivc turrring
poitrt irr the cirreels rrI seve ral \/()Llltg

and brilliant students and their
families. Such reservations have
produced a llew class of mandarins
and a privileged group of citizens
because careers are open not to the
talented but to accidental birth into
certain castes and tribes. This has
also intensified caste prejudices that
cut both ways. Those who benefit
would intensify caste consciouslless
and caste loyalties and bre acutely
aware of their caste identity. Those
rvho lose tl're opportunity in spite of
merit would hate them and would
become pairrfully conscious of
belonging to the new cluster of
deprived caste groups. Political
representation, coupled with an
easier and an assured access to
highly restricted educational
facilities and a fixed quota of jobs are
not the only privileges available to
those who fall within the reservation
categories. They are also entitled to
a percentage of public housing
allotmerrts and are provided with
softer loans by the banks and other
financiaI institutions.

These are some of the most
important factors in making
reservations a volatile issue in
political debates in Irrdia in two
diametrically opposite directions.
The benefits are so many and so

palp;1b19 that the reservation policy
has created a vested interest in
backrvardness. Several castes and
their leaders constantly strive to
prove their backwardness irr order
to sneak into one or the other
reserved categories and intensely
resent their exclusiorr. The upper
sectious of lnclian societv r.vho uP to
rrorv enjoyed a near mrlrropoly of the

cakc resent tltese trt:u'ctlnrers arnred
n,ith resen,ation facilities. What the
r'(lntt-rllttt,tl,'1,,, lrrt',rlt',li,l irr lh.' l.i,,lrl
ol'political trnity is Lreing refreatecl
in the srtcial field by tlte resen,atiott
policv ancl the restrlts rnight lrc irs
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dangerous as was witnessed in the
'thirties and the'forties of twentieth
century India. Tlie strain has already
started showing. The venomous
debate and the furious riots between
the castes echo the happenirrgs
during the pre-independence years
because there is hardly any
demarcating line between the
communal and caste virus.

The debate becornes all the
more irascible because the area of
reservation has been steadily
expanding and newer groups and
sections of Indian society are being
recruited by political parties seeking
more and support of the masses. In
fact there are several political parties
rvhich claim to exclusively represent
the various castes and caste groups
of Indian society. Political
reservations as also special quotas
of jobs and educational facilities are
prescribed only for the scl'reduled
castes and tribes in relevant articles
of the Constitution. But there are also
blanket provisions in Art.15(4) and
16(4) which have enabled the
government "to make special
provisions for the advancement of
the socially and educationally
backward sections of citizens". A
number of Backward Classes
Commissions appointed by the
goverrurrents of various States as alscr

by the federal government have beet't

responsible for provid ing
reservations for the backward groups
and the percentage of such
reservations have already attained
a level of absurdity. When the
reservation quota for the 'Other
Backward Classes' was stteply
jacked trp fronr 10'/o tt> 27'/n bri^rrging
the totirl of reservations to 49% (198ti),

there rvere iuriotrs riots ag;rirtst the
rlot't-,t'trnlt'ttl's rn,r1,,.. The Srrltrtltnc
Court of Inclia hirs triet-l to softerl tlte
blo*,. It ruled in several cases that
since resert,A tion is f ilr the
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minorities, the percentage ought to
renrairr less than fifty. Secorrdly,
reservations are meant for the
deprived arrd hence 'the creamy
layers' among the scheduled castes
and tribes nlllst not be given the
benefits of reservations. Thirdly, the
benefits of reservation must be
available only, s116g and there should
llot be any reservations for
promotious in the services and for
entering higher classes iu
educational institutions. But the
attitude of the Court was attributed
to the absence of any scheduled
caste or tribe representative on the
Bench arrd the Constitution has been
amended twice (An'rendments 77
arrd 78 in7994 and 1995) to overrule
these verdicts.

It must be emphasized even
at the cost of repetition, that the
reservatiorr benefits are not for all the
cleprived and depressed sections of
the Indians: they are shictly reserved
for tl're Hindus, the operative word
being 'socially backward'. All other
religions rvhich loudly proclaim
about social equality amougst their
adherents have emphatically rejected
the caste system. This is a nlyth. The
reality is that no religious
comn'runity in India - neither
Muslim, nor Christian, nor Sikh, nor
Buddhist - has succeeded in freeing
itself from the rigid grip of tl're caste
systel'n and the caste distinctions
variously named exist in every one
of them. hr theory, these comnrunities
are homogerrous; in reality, they are
not. But in theory, the converts to
these religiorrs are rrot 'socially
trackward' and hence immediately
Iose all the benefits of reservatiorrs.
'l'he converts often do keep their
conversiolrs trrrcier wraps in rlrder t<r

get the Lrest of both rvorlds. Christian
leaders harre tiure and agairr stressed
that nrany c<lnverts to Christianity
are as cleprivecl as their Hirrdu
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brothers and ought to get the benefits
of the reservatiorr policy. They have
not succeeded so far. When Dr.
Ambedkar and thousands of his
followers rejected the caste systern
arrd got converted to Buddhism, they
too should have lost such berrefits.
This did not happen because soorr
thereafter the theu Chief Minister of
Maharashtra interceded orr their
behalf and notified that they rvere
still errtitled to all the benefits of
reservations.

There is one n'tore
cornplication that must be added
here. In certain parts of India, mostly
in South lndia, the reservation policy
has become an instrument to give
vent to intense anti-Brahminism that
becomes more and more intense as

one travels south in India.

The negativism involved irr
the reservation policy and the
frustrated venom of the once-
privileged castes fighting a losing
battle has created several obstacles
arrd at'rerratiorrs in the smooth
implementation of the reservatiorr
policy. The letter is observed but the

spirit is violated. There is widespread
allegation, often based on actual
experiences that upper caste officers
and academicians entrenched in the
higher echelons use every excnse artd
device to block the further progress
of those who have entered thrclugh
the portals of the reservation system.
They often sully the records about
the adnrinistrative efficiency and the
nroral standards of snch entrarrts and
subject them to far nrore severe tests.

In order to counter sr-rch tactics, a

roster system has been introduced
and tlrtr backlog has to bc filled trlr
orr a prioritv basis in sulrserluent
Vr.us. r'\ silcnt [rrrt irrtcrrsu ILrg ol rr.rr
is continuously being fought otrt and
vitiates the atrlosPhere iu
g()vernnreut offices and acadenric

F' r,:a2:lsm Fi rst J u l..v- Septembcr 2003

institutions affecting perfornrance
everywhere.

But all such reservatiorr
controversies have been recently
dwarfed by the furious debate about
the 33% reserved seats for womeu in
all the elected assemblies of India.
So far there is no demand for reser-
vation of jobs and educational seats
for women. Since women do not form
a caste and are neither socially or
economically backward as a class,
the denrand for reservation cannot
be considered till the Constitution is

suitably amended. The bill for the
purpose has been introduced regu-
larly in the Lok Sabha but every time
it has met with stubborn opposition
on a number of grounds. There is no
question of gender justice involved
here. There is no denial that women
are the lvorst sufferers in every
respect and are the most deprived
section of Indian society. But they
form no social group and by no
stretch of imagination can be
described as a separate and distinct
mirrority.

The greatest l-rurdle in
granting reserved seats to women
would be of an administrative
nature. It is about the constituencies
that will have to be demarcated for
them since thel' 31" inseparable from
their nrale coLurterparts. If certain
constituencies are fixed for tl'rem,
the nrales in those areas will be
driverr out of the political arella orl
a permanent basis and that
obviously will be an unjust
arrangenlent arrd wonren elsewhere
i.e. iu two-thirds of Iudia rvill krse

their voice in the political life of the

courrtry. A suggestion has beett
rnade of rotatirrg orre-third of the
a()lrsiiILrulie its r]\'t'l i livt: t'ctrrs. lJr-rt

this rvill ruin the career of everY

political leader, be it nrale or feurale,

a1c1 l,ill ctlpvert I1clia1 politics into
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a gane of blind man's buff.

An absurd plea was n'rade by
the Election Comurissit.lu and rvas

suprported by several political leaders
that political parties nrust be
ctrmprelled by larv to chtxrse w()n1er.l

as candidates for one-third of tl're

seats they coutest. This n'ill thron'

womell to the tender mercies of
political bosses who can manip'rulate
the arrangement so that the very
pllrpose of the demand gets negated.

There is one lrlore complication
whicl-r is very vociferously urged by
opponents of the demand. Will the
reservations demanded be in
addition to the reservations granted

to tl're scheduled castes and tribes or
will it include a similar quota of
wolltell from these categories. Tlre
demand has opened up a Pandora's
box and olte can hardly predict the
final outcome of this controversy.

MR. NAGINDAS SANGHAVI is a well-
known political commentator and
columnist.

Reservations and Universal Adult Suffrage

The second revolutionary step (the first was the abolition
of Untouchability), in our Constitution was - universal adult
Suffrage. For, it put in the hands of the despised, maligned, ill-
treated community of 'untouchables" the power to influence
political decisions by giving them a vote and a right to stand as
candidates for the Legiglatures. lt gave them a voice in the affairs
of our country But the Debates in the Constituent Assembly show
that there was almost universal agreement that for a limited period
of time, this right to be a candidate at an election wouldbe futile
if it was left to persons who, for want of a better word, I call
'advanced classes", who were left to vote or not to vote for
"untouchables'. So it was decided that for a period of 10 years

- that was the original period, it was raised to 20, then to 30
and now to 40 years - there should be reservation of seats:
joint electorates with reservations of seats for "untouchables".
I will refer to them as Scheduled Castes, because, basically,
that is the name by which "untouchables" are now called. For
10 years they should have reservation of seats. ln other words,
the high caste Hindu was compelle to vote for an "untouchable",
and it is a salutary psychological lesson.

Dr. Ambedkar, who in his person, had suffered indignities
and inhuman treatment as a student - he had to sit out on the
steps of his school in Baroda - fortunately, had the good fortune
to join the Elphinstone College, and a distinguished Profesor wrote
that in the ftee abnosphere of a Bombay College, he was accepted
by his fellow students, "untouchable" or not. And what is more,
he went to the University of London and obtained a Doctor's
degree, thus showing that "untouchables", like anybody else,
given opportunity, and assistance, can hold their own against
any other citizen of lndia. Dr. Ambedkar thought, and said, that
a longer period than '10 years was required; and it seems to me
a matter of regret that his advice was not followed. He himself
said that "since everybody now talks of 10 years, I don't want
to stand in the way". But he added that if 10 years were found
inadequate, well, ways and means would have to be found, to
extend the period. But it would have been much better if 15 or
20 years had been provided for. Because I must confess that
tlre Government of lndia was lackadaisical in the discharge of
its duty to "untouchables" The Act which Parliament was meant
to pass making the enforcing disabilities arisinq frorl
'Untouchabilrty" a crrmrnal offence was not passed till 1955. lt
took five years to make a law which should have been made,
and which, if the British Parliament was passing the law, would

H. M. Seervai

have made within days of the Constitution coming into force.
But never mind, the period of 10 years was extended to 20, to
30 and to 40.

lssue Politicised

This is a little unfortunate, because it has now become
a political issue: offer to reserve seats, or offer to continue special
reservation, and the party which makes the offer expects to
get the votes of Scheduled Castes and Tribes. However, the
thing to note, which is directly relevant for our problem, is that
when the Constitution intends to confer a right, it says so. They
have a right of representation in proportion to their population.
That right has been extended to 40 years. The second thing to
note is that the conferment of this right either to vote or to become
a member of the Legislature does no great harm, because in an
electorate, 90 per cent or more of which is illiterate, no
qualification is required for being a voter except that you are a
citizen and are of a particular age, and you are free from a few
narrowly specified disqualifications, like insolvency, unsoundness
of mind, conviction for criminal offences, etc. Secondly, there
is no requirement of any intelligence or intellectual capacity in
the legislator.

This is not a matter for jest. Because, the President of
the Constituent Assembly was forced to say that it does seem
odd that for those who interpret the law a detailed and long
apprenticeship in the law is required; whereas for those who
make the law, no qualification at all is required. But he said our
difficulty is this: what we want are men of vision, men of insight,
who will take a broad national view ln short, who have character.
And, unfortunately, there is no yardstick by which character
can be measured, and so long as that remains, a part of it will
remain as a defect in our Constitution. But let me tell you that he
expressed his faith which subsequent events have justified. He
said that he had confidence in the villager as opposed to the
town-dweller. The villager is shrewd, is practical, and he will
bring a shrewd practical judgement to bear on the problem. I

think that the President was right. The elections of 1977 showed
that the electors knew what was good for them. illiterate though
they may be. The elections rn Andhra Pradesh, in Karnataka and
in Maharashtra in 1985 show that literate or illiterate, the electorate
knows what it wants.

(An extract from his essay on Reservations published in Freedom
First, July 1985)
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Freedom cannot be grantod,

it must be taken.

- Max Stirner
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Terrorism

Best Bakery Case

Follorving Codhra, mob
violence, destrttction of property and
killing of people was n'idespread in
certain parts of Gujarat, and Baroda had
its on'n share of these. One of the

fimesome happenings was the killing
of people in the Hanuman Tekri area
on the orrtskirts of Baroda (March 1,

2002). Alnost all of them u'ere
members of a family that ran a bakery,
the Best Bakery. An armed mob
t'eseiged the bakery for the u'hole night,
st't fire kr tht'shucture, put to tl're srvord
those who tried to escapc', tied their
bodies with wire and ropes, cl'ropped
and bunred them. This, if anything, was
a sedulous attempt at homicide and
burning of the killed.

The'fast track'Conrt u'hich hied
the case delivered the first of the post-
Coclhra fudgements. Zaheera, the
daughter of the owner of the bakery,
one of the iniured, was undergoing
treatment in a hospital and she later
identified the bodies. Those lvho were
injured revealed the names of the
perpetrators of the crime; they were all
roundecl trp. They lvere accused not
orrlv of nraster-minding the attack but
also of setting fire to the bakery. Lal
Mohammed, a neigl'rbour of tl're bakery
rvho identifiecl 21 of tl're accused later
lvas to assert that it n'as not they who
attacked the bakery. Consequently, it
n'as founcl that this was symptomatic
of all the lvituesses. It lvas felt that the
proscctrtion preselrteci a vL'ry poor
shon'anc'l that t'r,idence \\,as ll()t
plopcrly nrtrstcrccl. I.orty u'ittresses
t'tlrt'r tharr lvtolranrrrred trtrned lrostilt'
tlrrling thc ;rrocrctl iugs. Zahcera's sister
afiirnrccl that in th.- rlarkness, she couL-l

trot renrernLrt'r arrvthirrg excePt that tht-'

Itousc rvils on iirc. Zahet'ril hcrsclI

R. Srinivasan

A case in which all the witnesses turned hostile is unusual and without
precedent and perhaps it needed careful examination.

turned hostile and the case collapsed.

The judge acquitted all tl're 21,

for tl're evidence n'as inadeqttate and
also because l1o case rvas proved against
them. The judgement invited a lot of
criticism. Of the 73 lvitnesses that the
Court examined, none lvas prepared to
identify any of tl're accused as tl're
pcrpetrators of the happenings. There
rl'ere reports in the media of possible
intinridation of the rvitnesses aud tl'rat

this should have alerted the Cottrt and
the police which was not done. A case

in which all the witnesses hrrned hostile
is unusual and n'ithout precedent and
perl'raps it needed careful examiuation.
Normally, tl.re prosecutiou shottld have
asked for an adjournment of the case

to enquire into tl're ovenvhelmiug hostile
rlritnesses.

Several unfortunate issttes have
been raised on other matters too,
relating to tl're case. The very police
force which had a dubious role during
the riots lvas eutrusted with the
investigation. It was alleged to be under
a police officer "accused ttf gross
misderneanour against the Muslims
during the violeuce"; the ptrblic
prosecutor and his deputy, reputecl to
be biase'd against the comnruuity, u'ere
long time associates of the RSS, and
were the very people lvho appeared to
be disqualified by their very associatiorr.

Tlrc Nf{l{C had collectc'd
evidence rltrrirrg its healings in the citv
a nc1 hacl arttassecl irt f orma tiotr t'cleva rt t

to tht. t';tse . 'l-hesr' \\'('rr, trot Prt,st"ttt'd
to the Lorrr [. I herc tr'r'r'r contratiictions
in the iirrclings oI thr I(e polts. The
jtrdgenrcnt did not take irrto
cortsidcration tlte rlt'positions Lrciort' tlre

I,'r,:,' lr,,:, ijy',;/ .,Ilii r .5r111i,;1ni:,'y !()();i

NHRC and the Citizen's Tribunal which
had eminent retired judges.

The I'eople's Union for Civil
Liberties, Baroda criticized the
judgement on the ground that "the State
had made up its mind to make
nonsense of the process. The
investigation was designed to make the
State, rvhich alone could file the case,

lose tl're case". It was alleged that the
State demonstrated how justice can be
defeated. A serious allegation tr'as made
that the criminal justice system lvas
communalized by weakening it, by
appointing partisan members to
conduct the case and ultimately
intimidate the witnesses.

A ferv days later, two of the key
witnesses, Zaheera and her nrother,
alleged tl'rat pressure and threats and
fear had compelled her "r'rot to
recognize the accused" in the open court.
Charging that she did not get justice,
sl're wanted a re-openirrg of the hial. She

had been threatened that if she testified,
she lvould be killed on the way to cottrt
anc'l her family too lvonld meet the
same fate; trembling with fear, she lied
in Court.

The NI-II{C has fileel a special
leave petition in the Supreme Court for
a retrial of the case. It also denranded
that "all the key riot cases be taken out
of the State's hands". The trial should
bc helcl by an inclependent agetrcy and
outsitle (itrjarat.

In vitrt'rrf tlrc statenrents nradt'
b1' the tu'o ket, rr'itrresscs, Zahccra atttl
Selrrutrissa in the first rveek of July that
they u,ere intirrridated and forced to lie

in the fast track cotrrt, a teanl oi the



NHRC visited Baroda and examined the

case and studied the papers. h'r what
has been described as its most activist
role, the Commission decided to file a

special leave petition to the Supreme
Cor.rrt to try the Bakery Case over
again.

Postscriot

India's Supreme Court lleard the
petition on Augrrst 8, 2003. The Court
treated as public interest litigation, the
National Human Rights Comnrission's
plea tl'rat the Vadodara trial be held
outside Gujarat. A tl'rree-Judge Bench,
comprising the Chief Justice V. N.
Khare, Justice S. B. Sinha and Justice
Arun Knmar, issued notice to the
Centre and the Guiarat Government

On June 27, t\e fast track court
of H. U. Mahida acquitted all the 21

accused in the case on the ground tl'rat
there was no evidence to prove their
guilt. The court pulled up the
prosecution for "shoddy investigation".
Subsequently, the key witness, Zaheera
Sheikh, approached the Commission
seeking its intervention for re-opening
tl're case.

The Bench directed the Guiarat
Governrnent, to furnish within tlvo
r.r'eeks,

- the statements of the witnesses
given to police before the hial courU

- tl're memo of tl're grounds of appeal
filed by the State in the High Court,
and

- the names of the lawyers appearing
for the State Govemment in the
appeal.

It directed the Government

- to provide protection to the
witnesses and their families,

- to inform the court of tl're steps it
had taken to protect the victims and
their fan-rily members, and

- the action taken against those wht'r
had allegeclly threatenecl the
r.r'itnesses.

Althorrgh the NHII.C counsel said
the Gujarat Government's appeal on
the eve of the hearing of the NHRC
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The NHRC argued that the
entire case negated tl're rights of the
victims to a fair trial and has sought to
provide them with one. Since a

sulprisingly large number retracted the
statements earlier, the only lvay to set
right the miscarriage of justice is by a

petition was an "eyer,r'ash", the
Supreme court said "We canuot
undermine our courts and the high
court in Guiarat" At the same time,
Chief Justice Khare said the state
government's appeal in the case would
not be allowed to be an "eyewash"

Senior counsel for the
Commission, P. P. Rao, drew the court's
attention to the hial court's order, which
had indicted the prosecution that people
had been falsely accused and totally
false evidence had been created against
the accused.

He said in this case, in which 14

persons were killed, 37 witnesses had
turned hostile resulting in tl're acquittal
of the 21 accused, the trial had sent a
wrong message to the nation and
people abroad were aghast at the
criminal justice system in the country.
He said only the apex cottrt could
remove this blot on the system by
ordering a fresh investigation aud
retrial of the case outside Gujarat.

Mr. Rao recalled the Com-
mission's report last year in which tl're

State was urged to transfer the critical
cases to tl.re Central Bureau of
Investigation. But the State Govern-
ment said the authority of the State
police could not be undermined and
refused to transfer the cases. He said:
"what we had apprehended had come
true. If the other cases are also allowed
to be held in Gujarat they will see the
same fate."

Atrother senior cour-rsel, T. R.

Andhyamiina, assisted by S. Muralidlur,
explained the circumstatrces in n,hich
Ms. Zahira tr-rrned hostile as her life and
the li,"cs ol hcl olire r latttily tttcntbr:ts
were threatened.

He said the n'itnesses rvho had
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re-trial. If the Supreme Court accepts
the demand for a re-trial, the entire
evidence will be open to a re-
examination arrd the 21 acquitted will
stand for trial again.

turned hostile should be allowed to
narrate the bloodbath tl'rey saw during
the riots and this could be done only if
tl'rey were given protection as was done
in other countries.

The Judges said: "lt is alleged
that the conviction rate in criminal cases

in the country has gone down. Most of
the sessions trial in sensitive cases do
not start until all the witnesses are won
over." It, therefore, directed the Centre
and the State to submit within two
weeks whether any scheme had been
formulated by it pursuant to the
recommendations of the Justice
Malimath Committee on revarnping
the criminal justice system.

The Bench, however, did not
pass any order on another petition by
tl're Commission seeking transfer of
four other serious cases relating to the
Godhra, Chamanpura and Naroda
Patiya incidents and the Sadarpura case

in Mehsana district for their trial outside
Guiarat. It said this transfer petition
would be tagged on with the main
petition.
(Based on reports in The Hindu, The
Times of India and ANI News)

DR. R. SRINMSAN, retired Professor
of Political Science.

"The British started the judicial
system based on circumstantial
evidence where the court is just an
umpire. So, conviction depends on
the authencity of the evidence, and'
even if 100 criminals go scot-free
not a single innocent shall be
punished lt is for the government
to frnd out the actual culprits and
not the court. The courts actually
are the courts of evidence and not
courts t-if iustrce .

Judge H. U. Mahida in
the Best Bakery Case.



Terrorism

The Ghatkopar Blast
- Terrorism Revisited

Our leaders have Yet to

Mr-rmtrai rvas shaketr again cln

Jul1, 2[i, 2003. tsomb blasts are
becomitrg so frequent irl Munrbai
that the tlayhem is forgotten in a

rveek or so, to be recalled when the
next bomb explodes. The police go
through the nrotiotrs of "tightening"
secr-rrity, declaring 'red' alert and
fclrming comutaudo squads. Cyrrics
rvould rvorrder whether there is any
place left to'tighten' security further
afte'r haviug tightened it for the last
l0 years; when the last 'red' alert
becoure 'green' and what happened
to the earlier cotrrurandos! This is not
the time for levity but in desperate
tiures, people need to find
scapegoats and the police offer
themselves as the easiest target, due
to lack of cohesion and absence clf

public relations savvy. ln the
confusion over the blame gante,
lessons are not drawtr, tlte media's
s potl igh t is ol'r seusa tiona l,
investiga tive reportirrg is
corrspicuous by its absence, arrd the
regrettable collseqLrerlce of all this is
that the people are allowed to evade
the stark reality. There is lto attentpt
til irrform the people that the worst
is uctt yet rtver.

Background

The country has beerr facitrg
urrinterru1'rtecl terrorism for tl're last
20 years, first in the ['unjab atrd trorv
rrver the l(ashnrir issue. The Munrbai
blasts arc' just a sl,nrprkrtr of the larger
rl.rl.rise. It rvtrulcl tre nryopic to treaI
thenr irr isolation. It is smart t<r

tlrrorr .r rr r'rl itt,r'iai Plrrasc iii.c'tlrc
govt'rrtrntrrt sees a foreigrr l'rancl in
cverything'. One neetls to be bliucl
rtot to scc the forcign liiinrl in the

Ashok Karnik

show where politics ends and national interest begins.

terrorist attacks we have had to
errdnre during the last few motttl'rs
in Mumbai.

The Plot

Bonrbay has been rocked five
times in the last eight ruouths. The
first four cases were urore or less
'solved' with the exposure of the
banned SIMI (Studerrts Islamic
Movement of India) activists'
training camp iu Padgha Borivli
village il Thane disrrict. The fact that
young men were beirrg regularly
trained irr bomb-making and Llse of
arms, u'ithout the villagers even
leakirrg out information to the police
is alarming. The press highlighted
the fact of iruroceut villagers beirtg
harassed by tlie police but very fer,r'

questioned the'iunocetrce' of those
rvho chose to renrain igtrorant ilf
what was happenirrg in their
village. Unfortunately, the credibility
of the police is so low that even good
policing is greeted with suspicion.
The Padgha case was oue sttch
exanrple. It n,ould t.re prttdent to see

if Itadgha was a ()ne off 'trccident'
()r are there more Padhgas itr
Maharashtra and elsew'here.

The larger picture

The latest blast irr Ghatkopar
fits in well with the pattertr of eirrlier
blasts. There is little cloubt that the
earlier blasts were platrtred bv
'fidoryt'ctts' rr'ho cattre across tlte
border arrd r.r'ere 'encotttrtered' (a

nen' r't't'1., tlrartks 1,, tt't t'rrt'isttt) irr

C.rec..r'r, M''rbiri, 1 fg1,1' l111ltrths

back. The rreu,'action' irr Chatkol'rar
points to prlssibll' a lre\v gtricling
liarrcl, arrotlrer set of iidnycctts'or a
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rrerv 'nrodule' iu situ. How ntnny nrore

ntodules are tlrcre? It is difficult to
guess. The fact that the Mun'rbai
blasts rvere but an off-shoot of the
daily depredations iu Jammu &
Kashmir sl-rould make olre sit up and
recogrrize the cl'rallenge facing this
coulltry.

Last year, L. K. Advani
announced that some 160 plus
'mrrdules' had been neutralized or
eliminated by the security forces. The
ntrmber of destroyed 'nrodules' Inust
have gone up but new ones utust
have been fornred through recruits
from Padgha or ceutres like Padgha.
Thus it is a battle of attrition between
the Indian State and the terrorists.
As kng as the terrorist supply line
rvithirr and without the courrtry is
in operation, the battle will l'rave tcl

Mumbai has been rocked five
times in the last eight months:

(1) Ghatkopar: Bus blown up -
2 dead,28 injured on
December 4,2002.

(2) Bombay Central RailwaY
Terminus - several injured on

December 6,2002.

(3) Vile Parle - market blast, one
killed, 25 injured on January
28,2003.

(4) Mulund - train comPartment
blown up, 12dead,71 injured
on March 13 2003

(5) Ghatkopar - bus blown uP,

2 killed, 34 injured on JulY 28,

2003
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corltinue. The supply witllin the
conntry would dry up once the
motivation and inspiration from
' jehndis'across the border stops. Tl're

local recruits are merely cat's paws
nleallt to inflict scratches. The bigger
wounds are inflicted by 'fidayeens'
who sacrifice thernselves as during
the attack oll Parliamerrt or
'Akshardham'. Delhi, Calcutta,
Ahmedabad and Mumbai are
incidental battlefields while the
serious el'lgagel'nent continues in
Jammu & Kashmir. That there is a

greater and urore sinister design
behind the spread of terror beyond
jamnu & Kashmir is another matter,
to be dealt with separately.

People's Morale
The tactic behind these

attacks is to weaken the will of the
people to fight. Terrorists wirr no
battle themselves but try to destroy
the morale of the people so that their
government loses its determination
to do battle. The antidote to these
tactics is to show increased
deternrination to fight terrorism.
'Bnndhs' and demands for
resignation of Ministers are counter-

productive. It is necessary to stand
up and be counted as one, forgettirrg
political divisions and parochial
interests. We, as a people, have yet
to learn to display our uuity. Our
leaders have yet to show rvhere
politics errds and national interest
begins.

Let no one be fooled by the
thawing of 'lndo-Pak' relations. This
is not to belittle the importance of the
peace process initiated by Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Two cl'reers for his
efforts. Reserve the third cheer for the
future. There are lnany hurdles to
cross. There is no certainty how far
Gen. Musharraf wants to go. There
is no certainty that he wants to
control the terrorists. There is no
certainty that he can, even if he
wants to. The possibility is that if
relations with Pakistan improve, the
intensity of terrorism could get
reduced. Terrorisrn will not be
elin'rinated completely in the near
future, even in the best of scenarios.
If the peace process falters, let us not
be caught napping.

The people have to accept that

there rvill be more terrorist attacks,
that buses and trains will be hit
again despite the best efforts of the

"police. It will be a long battle.
Americans are learning to change
their lifestyles post 9/11 irr the
interests of security. India has
suffered far nrore in over 20 years;
thousands have lost their lives. The
people cannot remain bystanders,
leaving it to tl're security forces to
deal with terrorism. People have to
contribute their mite by starrding
finlr, by at least not going into panic
every time a bonlb explodes
somewhere. Terrorisnr on the scale
this country has faced is nothing but
an undeclared war. It rvill require
sustained, people's effort to win this
war. Notwithstanding the various
definitions of the word 'iehad'
furnished by Islamic scholars, the
terrorist believes in the credo of 'kill
and be killed' to achieve ultimate
glory. That is his strerrgth, our
strength is our resolve. If the people
remain unperturbed with the acts of
terror, terrorism will lose its purpose.

MR. ASHOK KARNIK is a retired
government servant and currently a

freelance writer.

Hinduism and Hindutva

Years ago Arthur Koestler made a rather startling and provocative remark

on lndia: 'Hinduism has to die, if lndia has lo live!'Koestler was no evangelist
nor a lub-lhumping lmperialist. A highly gifted person; he was at home
both in modern sciences and in literature. lt would be ofcourse easy lo
ignore the statement and yet one is compelled to reckon with it. What did
Koestler find in Hinduism which he thought would destroy lndia?

lf Hinduism means giving legitimacy to lheChaturvarna - the highly
stratified and rigid caste system - if it means exploiting and humiliating
the Dalits and denying them dignity and humanity, then that Hinduism does
contain seeds of destruction which can prove fatal to lndia.

lf Hinduism means assertion of majoritarian principle based upon which
god or gods one worships, if people are divided on which places of worship
they give allegiance to, if it means lhere are'true' religions and there are
'alien' religions which can never live in harmony, then that Hinduism does
pose a danger lo the future of lndia. A country in which one out of every
Six citizens is held in suspicion or is distrusted cannot be slable.

lf Hinduism means imposilion of a superstition on others who do not
share it - ban on cow-slaughter reflects this - and using the State to enforce
it, lhen that Hinduism forfeits its claim to be tolerant. Gandhi was proud of
being a Hindu and his paens on lhe cow are well known. Yet he was not
only not in favour of ban on cow slaughter but said that he would oppose
it. As a detttocral, lre UclievrJ tlral it is iyiailrticai f"r:i'nlaj"r,ly'lu iiril- -:.
its beliefs on others. The Togadias and Singhals, who claim to honour
Savarkar, seem to be unaware that he never regarded cow as a sacred
animal. As a rationalist, Savarkar would have hardly countenanced ban
on cow slaughte:'.

V. K. Sinha

lf Hinduism means elevating 'Sati Savitri" syndrome, which in reality
demeans the status of women, if Hinduism means idealizing the self-effacing
Sita of Valmiki's Ramayana, if it means denying empowermenl of women,
then that Hinduism cannot build a modern j liberal and humane lndia.

Hinduism has never been a religion. lt is a motley of beliefs and practices
and this has been its real strength. Hundreds of temples have been attacked
or destroyed rn the course of the last 2000 years - some of them by
Hindus themselves. And yet Hinduism survived. it did so because it never
fully invested its faith in one or few or several specific places of worship.
Many Hindus would scorn at the idea that god can be housed in a place
built by mere morlals. On the other hand, there are millions of Hindus who
worship their gods in the liltle shrines they hav built in their homes and
villages. lt is these latter which give them the sustenance to withstand all
challenges. lt is these little villages which have witnessed the rise and
fall of empires, both alien and indigenous, without losing their faith or beliefs.
The very strenglh of Hinduism has been its lack of assertiveness. ll has
been pervasive because it has not been militant. There have been sectarian
conflicts in lndia but nothing comparable to the sanguinary battles which
disfigure European history in the 16th and the 17lh centuries.

We can now perhaps better understand what Koestler meant. Did he
mean Hindutva? The new votaries of Hinduism - the Togadias and the
Sirrohals - have giverr Hinduisnr a character which is totally alien to its

spirit. One can only hope that they do not succeed. Else, we face a gritn

luture!

Editorial by Professor V. K. Sinha in The Secularist, November'December 2002,
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Terrorism

Who has the Moral Right to Speak against Terrorism?
Shyam R. Kelkar

Terrorism is an extreme form of violence. Only very few persons have the moral
right to speak against terrorism and violence. Mahatma Gandhi was one of them.

During the non-cooperation
nlovLrnlcllt in the Indian fre'edom
struggle, agitators burned a police
chowki alonglvith policemcn inside.
Gandhi owned responsibility and
imnrediately withdrew his agitation. FIe

exlrrL'sscd his deep agony and sorrow
over the inciderrt and said that people
were still not ready for a non-violent
movel't'le11t. Practically the entirc'
Working Cornmittee of the Indian
National Congress was against him. But
he stood by his decision.

Bhagatsingh, I(ajguru and
Chandrashekhar Azad were sentenced
to death for their activities. Their
activities were terrorist actions in the
eyes of tl're British and were
revolutionary and patriotic in the eyes
of the Indian. There was tremendous
public pressure on Gandhi at that time.
I'eoplg asked him to rerluest the British
govcnlmcrlt to forgivc Bhagatsirrgh,
Ilajguru and Azad. However Gandhi
rcfussed to issue such a statement
saying that it meant that he supported
violent means to achieve freedom. He
said that Bhagatsingh and others very
n'ell knerv thc consetluc-nces of thc-ir
activities and they should be rc'ady tcr

facc them.

Garrdhiji felt that we must resort
to fair means to achievc fair goals. We
call never achieve a fair goal through
foul means. Essentially, if we l'rave to
win the strugglc against terrorism wc'
havc to urrdcrstand Mahatnta Carrdhi.

Are Wc Honest in Our Vicws

Florl'cvcr, wc arc not clcar in olrr
i i..'r'. s rvh,'rr r',.' l,rll: .ttrrrrrt l,.t l.rlist,.'r
Whcn the l)rir-uc Ministcr and thc
Dcprr.rty I'rimc Mirristcr say that
tcrrorisrn is rrot acccptaLrlc ior anv

rcasoll, are they as clear as Mahatma
Gandhi rvas? Obviously, they are not.

What was the motive for the
nuclt'ar test on l lth May 1998?
Obviously to create terror in the minds
of Pakistan. Mr. Madanlal Khurana
openly declared that now India is willing
to go to war with Pakistan any time,
anywhere and in any way.

Thcy openly supported the
violence in Gujarat. They go on
supporting Narendra Modi. Mr. Haren
I'andya, who was himself to bc' killed
later by a terrorist, is dismissed for
expressing dissent. They do not mind
taking the support of Mr. Vaiko, an
open supporter of tl're LTTE. Tl'rey do
not mind if he goes to the U.S.A.
whereas they re-arrest Mr. Yasin Malik
e'ven tl'rough he has been granted bail
by a court. Even arr ordinary citizen is
able to see through this doublespeak.

Why People Resort to Violence?

People resort to violence whc'n
they find that other means have failed.
Whcn pcople have to fight against
mighty powers or governments they
havc to either follow Gandhian means
or they have to take to guerilla tactics.
Medha Patkar and Sundarlal Bahuguna
are examples of such persons who are
fighting for the rights of the tribals in
the Gandhian way. Mr. Rajendra Singh
who, last year, re'ceived the Magsaysay
An'arci for his wclfarc work irr
l{ajasthan, folkxved the Candhian way
n'hcrr thc statc tovcrnmcnt tric'd tt'r

block his work. Howc"'cr thcre arc vcry
f('\\' l)('r'\()11s rrorv rVhrl rcsPOct Cerrr,lhj.
Tl'rc prcscnt lcac-lcrs do rrot urincl inciting
pt'oplc' to resort to violr'ncc atrd stotrc
throrving and buruing Lruscs.

['reedont lrirst Julv-September 2003

Principle-Centered Policies

Mr. Stephen Covey, the famous
author of '7 Habits of Highly Effective
People' says that our life should be
principle-centered. Normally our life is
money centered, friend-centered,
husband or wife-centered, enemy-
centered, etc. However, we should base
our life on principles. He has inhoduced
an excellent concept. He says that just
as there are principles that rule the
physical world, there are principles that
rule the human world. Principles are

tl're same in the US, India, Pakistan,
China or Afghanistan. Tlrey are the
same for men and women. They cannot
be bought or sold. Honesty, respect,
gratitude and love are a few examples
of such principles. If we stand by
principles we excel in the long rrin and
if we break them, we fail.

I feel what is true fclr individuals
is true for families, institutions and
nations too. Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru was
our first Prime Minister. His principle tms

that we would not proiluce nuclear
weapons. Our rruclear energv was for
peaceful and scientit'ic purpose only. We

have violated that principle.

Our policies are no longer
principle-centered since the demise of

fawaharlal Nel'rru.

fammu and Kashmir problem

As Mr. Bill Clinton pointed out,
the two most explosive areas in the
world are Jammu-Kashmir and
Palestine. Thc two problems have been
rvith r-rs for morc than 50 years.

l\4r'. Crrvr'f in his Lrook, lir.sf
7'lri rrt.s I irst. says that a prrlr[rlgp1 canllot
be solvcd by the sanrc level of thinking
that has creatcd it. How true! A
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maiority of the Indian people rcgard
Kashnrir as their propcrty. Gandhi
visited Srinagar on 1st August 1947.
Before leaving for Kashmir, he was
asked whether he would ask Raja
Harisingh, the then ruler of Kashmir,
to accede to India. He explained, "The
people (enphasis mine) of Kashmir
should be asked whether they want to
join India or Pakistan. The rtrler is
nothing. The people are everything".
He was very clear in his principles. We
alrvays try to hide behind the so-callcd
irrstrumc'nt of accession, forgetting tl're
people of Janlmu & Kashmir. Wc are
united in opposing Colin Powell's
proposal for intemational observers in
Jamnru & Kashmir elections. Wc'
continuously speak of transparency.
However, wllen there is a real test of
transparency, we shirk and talk of
sovereignty. We are hypocrites. Unless
we are ready to accept that Kashmir is
an issue, how can it be solved?

We have observed that lndia
and Pakistan cannot solve tl're problem
on their own. Obviously there has to
be mediation. But unfortunately we do
not have pragmatic and principle-
centered leaders. Unless tl'rere is a

changc' in the level of thinking, there
will be no solution.

Is Terrorism Justifiable?

The next step is to try to dcfine
terrorism. Really speaking, the meaning
is obvious and there is no need to
interpret it.

Once again I am tempted to cite
Mahatma Gandhi. He had promised his
mother that he would rL'main vcge-
tarian e'ven in England. He found that
three different types of vegetariarrisn'r
prevailed in Errgland. In the first, fish
was considered vege'tarian. In the
second, fish was excluded but eggs wcre
vegetarian. In the third, fish as well as
eggs were non-vegetarian items.

Hc' was not a vegetarian by
choice till that date. He becanre so latL'r.
At that tinre, he felt that cvr.ry Indian
shorrld rcsort to non-vcgetarianisnr to
bcconrc strong and bc ablc to fight thc
llritrsh. Still hc dic'l rrot try kr intcrpre t

the clcfinitiorr clf vegetarianism to suit
hinr. He said that he knew what his
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mothcr meant. Shc rvouIcl havc
considered both fish and eggs as non-
vegetarian iten-rs and obviously he cor.rld
not eat eggs as well as fish.

Whenever an opposition party
and peoplc. rcsort to viole'rrcc, the
practicc of all gt'r','ernrlents is to dcclarc'
that it will not talk with the agitators
trrrle'ss tlrey sbp violcnce. Coutrttttrt'rrt
zuill trot toleratt aiolcrtcc t'or anV rL'ason. lt
clearly mcans that thc governnrcnt clocs

rrot justify violcncc for any rcason.
Howcver thc sanrc ruling party forgets
this and starts rcsorting to violcrrt
agitatiorrs whcu it is out of powcr.

Tl'u.rs though it is accepted that
violcnce is not acceptable, sirrce no
political party is principle-ce'ntered,
violence continues.

Smaller and Smaller Groups Want
Freedom Now

Even though the world- is
becoming economically onc c'rrtity,
politically smaller and snallL'r groups
want freedom. Education is no louge'r
the privilege of a few. Thc' so-callcd
lower sections of socicty arc cducatcd
and want to sharc powcr. Whcn they
find they cannot gct power, thc.y want
freedonr. Frcedom has no alternativc'
except frec'dom. Unforttrrrately, this is
not takcn inkr cousidc'ratiorr.

Real Power is Principle-centered

Persons holding power do not
wish to part with their power. A
majority of problems arise as in general
people are in search of power. We have
three types of power, viz. coercivc'
powcr, utility powcr or prirrciplc-
centL'red power. Thc niain idc'a bchind
cxplodirrg atonr bonrbs was to posscss
cocrcive power, which wc havc. But
nobody wants to be' coerced. They firrd
stritablc' means to retaliate. Whcn the
paths of dialogue arc closcd and there
is no other option left, pcoplc'arc ready
even to dic'. The prcsc'nt practice of
suicidc bombcrs has ariscn or,rt of this
frustration.

We Have to Think Win-Win

(./llL rri Ilrr' se \ e lr lr.rUtls
cxplaincd by Stc;rhcrr Covcy is "Think
Wiu-Win" : Wc arc living in a
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compctitive world. today. tlight fronr
childhood, we are taught that if one
loses thc'other wins. Hence everybody
thinks in the lose-win nrentality. Really
speaking, according to him, there arc,
four possibilities, \'iz. lose-win, win-lttse,
lose-lose and win-win.

At presc'nt, both lndia, Pakistan,
Israel arrd Palestine all think in terms
of the win-lose nrentality but what is
happcning is all arc'getting into the lose-
losc category. All countries are
spc.nding enormolls sums on arms,
tanks, planes, etc. Our de'fence budget
has rc'ached Rs.700 billion. This works
out to Rs.700,/- per person. For drought
relief, the central government has
allotted Rs.7.14 billions, i.e. Rs.7,/- per
person. I am at a loss to understand these

figures.

If we can establish our relations
on the Canada,/USA pattern, we can
save'Rs.350-400 billion per year. With
this kind of money, we can have
pernranent water conservation schemes
for atleast 20,000 villages, or Rs.20
million per village.

Who can bring this to the rrotice
of the warring parties except mediators?

A Long Struggle

The struggle against terrorism
is going to be a very long one. We
have to educate our children in the right
manner. Instead of giving thcm pistols
as toys, we have to cultivate principles
in them. What we learn in our childhood
remains with us. If we spend more on
children and invest more money in
valuc edncation we can expect results
in the long run.

MR. SHYAM R. KELKAR is an engineer
and a freelance writer.

Our Intellectual Arrogance

"l have travelled extensively, and in my
experience, have not come across
another society where people are as
contemptuous of better societies as we
are, with as little progress as we have
achieved -"

"No other society has mastered this art
as well as we have. Obviously this is

an excuse to justify our incontpetence,
corruption and apathy."

lnfosys Chairman N. B. Narayana Murthy
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PRESS RELEASE

GOVERNMENT SERVANTS' RIGHT TO STRIKE

INorex I-rsuRAr- Gnoup

ln a press statement, Mr. S. V. Raju, president of the lndian Liberal Group, has even while welcoming the Supreme Court's verdict
that government servants cannot claim the right to strike, has disagreed with the statement made in the judgement that government
employees have no "fundamental legal, more or equitable right" to go on strike even for a just cause.

The lndian Liberal Group accepts the workers' right to collective bargaining whether they are in the public or the private sector.
However a sound policy of dealing with government servants needs to be evolved and should be based on the following consid-
erations:

(a) The drawing of a distinction between civil servants, those in essential services and those employed in industrial or other
establishments managed by government with appropriate procedures applicable in each case;

(b) The establishment of appropriate machinery for negotiation and conclliation in order to facilitate collective bargaining including
the establishment of suitable Joint Councils.

(c) The acceptance of the principle that, whenever civil servants and those employed in essential services are denied the right
to strike, there should be an opportunity for the matter in dispute to be referred to arbitration, by a body, independent of the
government and which is answerable only to parliament or the state assemblies and whose decision must be time bound. The
decision of such a body should be final without further appeal to a court of law by both parties to the dispute; and

(d) The recognition of Unions and Associations of government employees being made conditional on their office bearers and
executives being drawn from the ranks of the employees and not from those of outsiders. This will reduce considerably the
scope for political parties misusing or creating labour unrest for their own political purposes.

ln the long run workers must be encouraged to build their own unions and not, as at present, when most unions are managed by
outsiders and many of them are playthings in the hands of political parties. The lndian Liberal Group is keen that trade unions
should grow as independent organisations of workers controlled and managed by themselves. This will reduce the scope for
such strikes as both employers and employees know where the shoe pinches.
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The Plight of Senior Citizens

Freedonr First has rightly
commented that 'ln Free lndia: Only
Politicians no Statesmen, Only Nelas No
Leaders". The para 'Lack of concern for
Pensioners and Senior Citizens" in Freedom
First (April-June 2003) although correct, has
not touched the bottom line, The NDA
government has no concern for pensioners
who are also senior citizens. This
Government too is thinking of freezing
Dearness Relief (DR). This will not improve
the economy of the country. But the
pensioners will surely be lhrown to the
winds.

Freezing of the DR is against the
ruling given by the Central Adminislrative
Tribunal (CAT), Chennai on 131111992
(A.O>801 of 1991)which has stated in no
uncertain terms that, "Dearness Relief (DR)
is paid to restore the pension to its original
value which gets eroded by the rise in the
cost of living, i.e. consumer price index (CPl).
lf the DR is not paid, the person concerned
gets a diminished pension in terms of real
value. DR is meant to work as a stabiliser
for compensating for the rise in cost of living,
to offset the eroding value ofthe rupee and
for preventing fall in the real value of the
pension/family pension. Since the purpose
of DR is to restore the pension/family
pension to its original value, it cannot be
lreated as different fronr pension. Once
pension/family pension is paid, DR cannot
be denied'' Thus it is more lhan clear that
DR is inseparable from other pensions
including family pension.

As for the Pension itself, the
landmark ludgement given on 17th
December 1982 by the Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court of lndia headed by
then Chief Justice Y V. Chandrachud orr
the D. S. Nakra Case (5939-41/1980) on
the evolution of the pension struclure. lt gave
pensioners a new lease of life. That is why
the 17th of December is celebrated all over
lndia as "Pensioners' Day". The Supreme
Court affirmed the "State's obligation to
provide security in old age, as escape from
undeserved wanl, is recognised. As a first
step. pension is treated not only as a
reward for past service, but with a view
of helping the employee to avoid destitution
in old age. The quid pro q(/o was that when
the enlployee was physically and rnentally
alerl, he rendered the best unto the master,
exi:ortin'r the maStpr tn Inntr :1fler l'rr6 in

the evening of his lrfe

The Fifth Central Pay Commission,
respecting the Apex Court's judgement, had

1.S

commenled that. "A pension scheme
consistent with avarlable resources must
ensure that the pensioner should be able
1o live (i) free from want. with decency and
self respect. and (ii) that. at a standard
equivalent al the pre-retrrement level. VJe
owe it to the pensioners thal they live and
not nrerely exist. Pension is neither a bounty
nor a matter of grace depending upon the
sweet will of the employer. lt is not an ex-
gratia payment, but a payment for past
services rendered. lt is a social welfare
measure. rendering socio-economic justice
to those who in their heydays of their life,
ceaselessly toiled for the employer on an
assurance that in their old age, they would
not be left in the lurch". The pensioners
should be thankful and immensely grateful
to the United Front government (and not the
NDA government) for accepting the above
recommendalions and prevenled the
pensioners from being left in the lurch.

The NDA government of which the
BJP is the largest component. claims that it
is a parly 'parly with a difference'. Actually
it is worse than the Congress party. because
according to the Honourable Prime Ministel
only our Nelas and Politicians adorning the
holy precincts of Parliament have got the
right to live, the 'obstructionisl tactics' of
our Nelas in stalling both Houses causing
heavy loss to the National Exchequer.
notwithstanding

It will be interesting to note, that
every minule of Parliament's proceedings
cost lhe nation Rs.17,000, Rs.10 lakhs per
hour,,and Rs.75 lakhs a day. ln 2001 alone,
as many as 336 hours and '12 minutes were
lost as a result of the Nelas getting over-
burdened with a spirit of one-upmanship,
obstructing the proceedings, thereby costing
the National Exchequer a cool sum of
Rs.336 12 x 10 lakhs. ln the year 2OO2-03,
it was reporled thal about about 122 hours
were lost, resulting in lhe loss of Rs.122 x

10 lakhs. But when a proposal for increasing
MPs salaries and perks came up for
discussion, there is thundering silence and
the proposal is passed unanimously.

ll was the late Minoo Masani who
said. that, MPs'salaries should be fixed at
Rs 25.000 per month wilhoul any perks
They should be nrade to pay taxes like all
the others Salarres should be frxed by
Parliament and not by any particttlar
Comrnrttee Golden words rndeedr tjt:t tlre
NDA government had enough funds to
sanclion the followrng salaries and perks
for our Politicians and Nelas .

I"rccclotrt /"ils/ ./rrl.r'-Scpltttttbu' J0()3

M. S. Kilpady

Salaries - Up from Rs,4,000 to
Rs.12,000 per month: daily allowance from
Rs.400 to Rs.500: Constituency Allovrance
from Rs.8,000 to Rs.10,000; Office
expenses from Rs.9,000 to Rs.14,000 per
month; Travelling allowance per 1 kilometre
from Rs.6 to Rs.B; Free Electricity Units from
25,000 to 55,000; Free water kilolrtres from
2,000 to 14,000; Mobile phone calls from 1

lakh to 1,20,000 calls; and recently the
Constitutency Development Fund was
increased from Rs. two crores to Rs three
crores per Nela; i.e. Rs.3 crores x 795
Netas per year and the Government has
lots of funds for these largesse. A total
amount of Rs.B crores has been sanctioned
for construction of residential quarters in
the Capital for the retired Nelas . The
lnsurance limit of each Ne/a Rs.5 lakhs,
l :cause their lives are more inrporlant and
our'benevolent' Prime Minister has recenlly
increased the Renovation Allowance of a
Minister's quarters from Rs.37,000 to
Rs.Z.50 lakhs and that of a Dy. Minister from
Rs.37.000 to Rs.2 lakhs.

The NDA government has enough
money to grant exemption of Customs Duty
worth Rs.150 lakhs to Sachin Tendulkar,
our crickeler and a billionaire, to enable hint
to bring a gift (not aprize won by him) of a
Ferrari car back to lndia. The generous and
big-hearted Finance Minister has enough
money (as rf from a Charitable Trust) lo
sanction'tax exemption' to our rich
cricketers. But neither the CAG nor lhe
Government has the courage to demand
arrears of pending phone bills of 320 Nelas
(LS 262 and RS58) a mind-boggling amount
of Rs.7,44,97 .072 and the MTNL and the
BSNL are tongue-tied.

But our poor Government managed
by the 'party with a difference' in co-
operation with ats allies, has not thought it
fit to implemenl two very rmportant
recommendalions of the Fifth Central Pay
Commission viz.(1) Restoration of commuted
pension, 12 years after the date of
commulation, instead of '15 years as at
present. Madhya Pradesh. Punjab and
Orissa are restoring the commuted pension
atler 12 years. and Kerala after 11 years;
and (2) in cases where the employees have
put in nrore than 33 years of service. they
should be granted 0.5% extra pension for

every 6 rnonths of service in excess of 33
years And this is lndra. lhat rs Bharat ruled
l 1' ll"t Al:tftrrtll q'.arr'ratr^,nlll3n'a

MR. M. S. KILPADY is a freelartce writer
arrd a regular contributor lo Freedom
Fi rst.



A Fresh Apptoach to Population Control
V. c. Vaidya

The Supreme Court ruling does not forbid a Muslim from having four
wives permitted under Muslim Personal Law. lt only justifies a limit on

the number of his children.

obitar dicta on the desirability of a
Conrmon Civil Code has already
provoked tl're resump-tion of an
acrimonious contmunal debate. Can
rve afford yet another controversy at
a time when the communal
atmosphere is extremely vitiated?
Will it not be counter productive uls-

d-ais the population corrtrol
programnre? Do we want to
resurrect the ghosts of the past?

This should naturally lead us
to search for some other nrethod
through which people are motivated
at the grassroots level to participate
in family planning programnles. No
one rvill grudge a certain degree of
compulsion, evell through legis-
lation, prclvided it hurts none and
looks lvell intentioned. A proper
blend of compulsion and persuasion
is called for.

Population control is a

people's programnle. It can succeed
only with the people's cooperation.
Natrrrallv, therefore, total partici-
pation of the people's representatives
(which is missing today) is esserrtial.
It should be noted that, so far, the
populatiorr corrtrol campaign has, by
and large, been left to the mercy of
the bureaucracy. The political crea-
ture has remained culpably un-
irrvolved and indifferent to its
inrplenrentation. Tlre Haryana deci-
siorr is certairrlv ir snrall step in that
directiorr br-rt it targets onll, arr
irr.iivrti rraI rvilir.,uI crprloiiirrg Iris
nlass cont.rct. Tlre persuasive
protentiaI of politicians arrd political
parties are left unt.rLrperl. [Jou, cor.rld

l"reedont First July-Septenfier 2003

Iu a recerlt important
judgement the Supreme Court has
upheld the decision of the Haryana
Govemnreut to disqualify people
n'ith nrclre than trvo children from
becomirrg the sarpanch of a village.
The judgement has been rvelcomed
by all except Muslim bodies who
plead that it militates against the
Slmriat.

Tl'rere is no doubt that the
Haryana directive is well-meaning
and aimed at marshalling support
for the small fan'rily norm. The
Supreme Court ruling also does not
forbid a Muslim from having four
rvives permitted under Muslirn
Personal Law. It only justifies a limit
orr the nuntber of his childrerr. One
nray argue that this rulirrg therefore
neither militates against his funda-
merrtal right under our Constitution
nor does it infringe the S/rariaf. But
orle gets arl urleasy feeling if it is
viewed from the point of view of a

Muslim woman's fundamental right
to nrotherhood. The tlvo children
limit certairrlv deprives at least two
of the four wives from motherhood.
Does this llot violate the
fnndamental right of not one but at
least two women? In other words
two Muslim womelt will have to
sacrifice their rights and emotic.lts to
enable their husband avail hinrself
<rf arr elective 1'rost. Prima fncie, this
is trot natural justice. It is not krrrxr'rr
n'hether the above lirre of argnl)1el'rt
tr as pr1lI iot tr'.tlrl .lr-rt irtg ilrc Sirprrrirt
Ctlr-rrt hearings.

The Slrprenre Court's recerrt

this be renredied?

Tlie following is a strategy,
which might yield far better results
provided the political class rises
above selfish interests. Rather too
much to expect but deserves a

thougl'rt all the same.

Our parliament, state
assemblies, local civic bodies down
to the village level constitute the
mainframe of our democratic polity.
N{t'nrbership of these elective bodies
is through an election process. The
electorate is actively involved in it
and is enlightened, among various
tl'rings, in the problems facing the
country. Undoubtedly this is the
most important, dynamic and potent
pla tform to secure the active
involvement arrd participation of
people and those answerable to
them. As a natural coroilary,
therefore, let the Ilepresentation of
tl're People Act be amended to make
it obligatory for tllose contesting for
position in any such elective body
to have contributed a giverr number
of. effectiue birth control cases during
the precedins tern of the elective
body. The requisite nun'rber may be
fixed relating to the size of the
domain of tl're elected body. For
example it may vary from 2

vasectomy, or tubectomy cases for a

panchayat menrbership to 5 for an
urban civic body, 10 for Assembll'
and 20 for l)arlian-rerrt. Secoudly, to
Sr.lr-1 1',, f 11r' j 1 < r 1 c tr i rr.',1 i lr voI vcnretr t

tlte above qualifl,ing tltrota sliall Lre

valid only frlr the tertn ttf tlrr: elective

bod1' 6,tr'ta"at't".-t.
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Those resistant to novel ideas,
and the politicians will certainly
point out to the enormity or non-
workability of this measure (just as

they objected to electronic voting
machines) citing several imaginary
fears but they have to be told that
such is the price they must pay for
tl're perks they enjoy from the elected
post.

Anxiety about possible
malpractices in the implementation
of the scheme can be removed by the
fact that all political parties while
trying to meet the yardstick would
monitor the rival's possible fudging
rvith a hawk's eye. Our highly alert
media can be depended upon to
expose any nischief. This will be
apart from the scrutiny by the
election authorities who would
ensure that the certificates to be
issued only by the recognised
srrrgeons/clinics are autl'rentic and
not repetitive of past already
performed surgeries. The scheme
will also not prevent elders from
contesting elections as their party
cadres may be allowed to secure the
requisite cases on their behalf. hr fact

this will help hamess not only the
leaders but also tl're cadres of
political parties in the imple-
mentation process.

Now look at the highly
desirable fallout of this revolutionary

A Question of Choice?
Mr. Vaidya offers a novel

suggestion for population control.
But I have a problem with one
premise, that of the right of
the Muslims to have four wives. lt
is not a right as much as it is a
tolerance to be used under certain
conditions. lf a Muslim chooses to
avail himself of this facility and
simullaneously wants to protect all
his wives' rights to have children,
hc :;hoirld forcgo politica! cfficc llc
cannot have everything!

A. V. Karnik

and novel step:

1) Only people serious about a

meaningful role in elective
bodies will contest elections. The
number of candidates for any
seat will be manageable and
limited.

2) Superfluous candidature lead-
ing to horse trading for
withdrawal of nuisance candi-
dates will be eliminated.

3) The election process will cease
to be a mockery as it often tends
to be. Fragmentation of votes
amongst numerous candidates
will be avoided and contests will
be more realistic.

4) The quality of our elected bodies
will improve thereby reducing

- the nauseating sight of their
performance in those august
bodies.

5) Criminalisation of politics will
be greatly reduced.

6) There will be fewer events like
toppling of governments, n-rid-
term polls etc. Thus govern-
ments, once elected will have a

nuisance-free full term enabling
them to devote their energies
solely for good governance.
Elections will be more econo-
mical unlike at present.

7) People's representatives will be
cotttittuously focussed orr the
population corrtrol campaign.

The central idea of the strategy
is: persuade the people by com-
pelling their representatives. This is
how people's awareness and
participation, which is the key to
success, will increase the chances a

success story.

I\{R. V. G. VAIDYA is fonner Dircctor
of thc Irrtt'lIigr:ncc llrrrearr, (lovcrnnrcnI
of India. I{e retired in 199.1. Ile can bc
contacted on vgvaidya@hotnrail.cotn.
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Liberty's Source of Power
- The Single Human Being

Wendy McElroy

Terry Fox was 18 years old when
bone cancer forced him to have his right
leg amputated six inches above the
knee. Fitted with a prosthetic leg, he
began a solo marathon to raise
awareness of cancer, especially in
children. With no fanfare, on April 12,

1980, he started from St. John's to run
26 miles a day across the width of
Canada. He was forced to stop midway
due to a recurrence of cancer that killed
hirn.

lnspired by his bravery, Terry Fox
marathons are held across Canada and
around the world every year. More than
$300 millions has been raised for cancer
research.

lndividuals are powerful, not
helpless in the face of events.

We live in the world at large and
global questions cannot be ignored. But
most of all we live in our backyards.
Grassroots advocate Gina Jankovich
offers some advice on how to start
tackling the smaller problems:

Focus on your passion. Gravitate
to the issues that speak to your heart:
your children's education, the priacy of
your medical records, over{axation ...

Speak up. And not just in a political
manner such as letters to an editor or
statements read in front of your city
council. Talk to neighbours, co-workers,
family, friends.

Become a role model. lf you
advocate homeschooling, then practice
homeschooling; to the best of your
ability. Be part of the solution to the
problem you have identified.

Whatever happens on the global
scene everyday concerns are as
important now as they were before
September 1'l . Take back your power
by fighting for freedom and common
decency on a grassroots level. Just as
God is in the details, freedom is in the
individual. Liberty's ultimate source and

extreme power is the single human
being who stands up to be counted

MS. WENDY MCELROY iS RESEATCh

Fellow at The lndependent lnstitute.
Courtesy: The lnsider, a publication
of The Heritage Foundation.
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Ecological Security - A Timely Approach
K. Shiva Shankar

The Foundation is working with 879 village-institutions involving
1,05,599 members and 95,273 households.

Whc'n the nrountain has
bcconre bare, the valley has lost its
greencry, tlre streams have dried and
food, fodder and fuel are no more
n'ithin the reacl'r of the community,
then rr'c have brought about an
ecological disaster in our
surroundings spec'dily! With
increasc in population and a lack of
understanding and rejuvenating of
the fragilc. rrature of our ccosystems
n'hether be it in mountains or plains,
in temperate or arid regions, for want
of timely inten'ention to prevent the
impcnding catastropl're by society or
governments, man has been cutting
the very base of the tree on which
he is sitting. Fortunately, a few eye-
openers and checkmates, though
on a snrall scale have raised our
hopes for restoration of degrading
land and depleting water resources
and tcl conserve not only our Eco-
bio-diversitv but also our rural and
tribal capabilities to join hands for
a desirable posterity for all. Tl"ris is
c'xactly rvhat the "Foundation for
Ecological Sccurity" (FES) has been
attenrpting" - to address the critical
task of ccological re'storation in the
country by restoring the bio-nrass
prodtrctive capacity of the rural
resourcc base of village commons".
Local governance institutions are
helped to restore the well-being and
the integrity of our "living
environment".

The approach of local
llovernanctl through dialogues,
itrclusiorr of everv resident in tl-rc
habitntir,n to rt'p1t151'1f his irrtcrests
irt clecision urakirrg, sharing bcnclits
n'ith etlual u'ages for nren and
\\'()nle n, and e rupirasizing coltser-
vatiorr rr'ith local trsc rathcr than

conrmercialization of benc.fits, is
akin to principles and practices t>f

the' Indian Liberal Group (lLG). Thc
ILG is appreciative of tl'ris liberal
apprt'rach of the FES.

FES started '16 ycars ago as a
pilot project on Tre'c' Growers
Cooperatives at the request of the
National Wastelands Development
Board and supported by the National
Dairy Developnrc'nt Board. The
Swedish lnternational Developme'n t

Authority (SIDA) aided the NTGC
Federation (1991- 2001) and the
Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency is assisting since 1993.

Currently, the Proiect is active in 23
Districts in 7 States (A.P., Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Gujrat, Orissa, M.P. and
Uttaranchal).

The Foundation is working
n'ith 879 r'illage-institutions invol-
ving 1,05,599 members and 95,273
lrouseholds. Out of 63,462 hectares
of common land made availablc,
27,77 2 hectares have' been developed.
14.2 million trees have been planted.

Areas of Ecological Develop-
ment arc: Papagani l(iver Uplands
Projcct: Pro tcction, rc'generation,
rcvcgetation & r.r'atershed develop-
nrent - Cl.rintamani, Karnataka &
Madanapalle', A P,

lleclamation of Degraded
llavines & Salinc' Areas I)rclject:
Anand, Khcda, l'anchanrahals &
Vadodara, Citrjarat.

S.Al Forcst & llio-divt'rsitv
Ettrichtnent l'rojcct: Angr.rl & I)hcn-
kanal, Orissa.

I)rojcct on Natur.rl llesorrrce

Iit't'cd,,trt I"irst J:tI,v-Se1tIer'iltet' 2003

Base, Watershed & Wasteland
Development, Livelil'rood Pro-
grammes for Locals & Tribals:
Bhilwara, Ajmer & Udaipur, Rajas-
than.The Cori River Valley Project.

Protection, Regeneration, &
Bio-diversity Project - eastern &
western Himalayas, Munsiari,
Uttaranchal.

Drinking water for Animals
& Water Harvesting Project: Agar,
Malwa Plateau, Madhya Pradesh.

The Foundation for Ecological
Security has thus been demon-
strating the role of intervention
through working with village'
institutions. It is an irony that a

country which has the lowest
Ecological Footprint of 0.93 as
compared to over 4.0 ha of some
Developed Nations (in terms of
resources exploited & used by u

single person per year), India, is
witnessing a rampant destruction of
forest and the rich bio-diversity of its
flora and fauna. In a resolution
adopted at its National Convention
last December, the ILG has callcd for
a halt to all such devastating
processes through sensitising the
governments, NGOs and people at
large in a democratic and liberal,
bottom-up approach to revitalize our
natural resources and infuse fresh
vigour into our Society which will
include Tribals & Forest Dwellers.

lVc aprpl;11ril thc FES on its
initia tivcs.

DR. K. StIIVA SIIANKAIf is a tnenrber
of the Indian Liberal Group.
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Long b€lore we won our lreedom,
self-reliance was the goal of those ol our
people who could think lor lhemselves
and shed th€ shackles of dep€ndence :

men ol toresight and determination, like
Ardeshir and Pirolsha Godrei, who had
conlindence in the countrys capabilities
and shared the sam€ ideals with 'lllak,

Tagpre, Gandhi and Nehru who ptactised
s€lt-reliance.

ln Godrel, sell-relianc€ has been
considergd indispensable to progress,
the aim b€ing not iust sell-sutliciency lor

Self-reliance: the keynote of our independence
the orgainsalion but for the whole
country. Progress can only be achleved
in a milieu ol progress.

Based on our countrYs needs, and
exploiting the counlrys own resourc€s,
Godrei have diversified..

Made to intemational standards and
backed by continous technical innova'
lion, their producls lange lrom locks and
s€curity oquipemsnt, machin€ lools,
lorklitl trucks, architecture and sleel
castings lo lurnitur€, typewriters,
relrigerators, comput€rs and electronic

For Godrei it is the essence of independence.

?a**.,.

f
j:,
,i ..
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business systems as well as soaps,
detergents, toiletries, ch€micals, animal
leeds, agro-products and €dible oils.

Th€ Godrej industrial garden
township at Vikhroli-Piroishanagar is an
example of seltreliance and progress.
For lhek worker Godrel have provided -

ln a unique €nvironment - many social
b€nelits : ext€nsive housing, schools,
and adult oducation, r€croation, medical
and lamily-planning b€nstils..

Sell-reliance is both a means and
an end.

."1 \
I.t



Rujagopalan's Parliament Watch

An MP's Salary: Rs.12,000 plus perks (Tax Free)

Section 3 of the Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members

of Parliament Act, 1954 (as amended by Act No, 48 of 1993) relating

to 'Salary and daily allowance' provides as follows:

3. Salary and Daily allowances - A member shall be entitled to

receive a salary at the rate of twelve thousand rupees per

mensem during the whole of his term of office and subject to

any rules made under this Act and allowance at the rate of five

hundred rupees for each day during any period of residence

on duty.

Provided that no member shall be entitled to the aforesaid

allowance unless he signs the register, maintained for this purpose

by the Secretariat of the House of People or, as the case may

Indiscipline in the House

Raghvans Prasad Singh is on the panel of House presiding

officers!. Many BJP MPs shouted that Speaker of Lok Sabha should

remove Singh from the panel. Raghuvans Prasad Singh shouted at

Ashok Pradhan Union Minister of State for Human Resources as

'loot maar-pocket maar kaise mantri bhangaya?" Minister Ashok

Pradhan objected to this but the remarks were not expunged.

Vijay Kumar Malhotra said that Opposition parties had made

a mockery of adjournment motions. Many Opposition members objected

to this. Malhotra said that the Communist Party- Marxist should be

renamed Communist Party - Mockery.

lnterestingly only that morning, the Lok Sabha bulletin brought

out a pamphlet entitled :Parliamentary Conventions, Customs And

Etiquette. fhe circulation of the book is not likely to make the slightest

impact on our members of parliament.

The pamphlet says: "Attention of Members is invited to

paragraphs 42 and 43 (pp. 89-98) of the Handbook for Members

(13th edition) regarding Parliamentary customs and conventions and

Parliamentary etiquette required to be observed by members. Particular

attention is invited to the following:

42. Parliamentary Customs and Conventions:

'( 1 6) The decorum and the seriousness of the proceedings of the

House required that no member should shout slogans of any

kind or sit on dharna in the pit of the House or stand up on

tire seat.

be, the Council of States, on all the days (except intervening

holidays for which no such signing is required) of the session

of the House for which the allowance is claimed.

For the convenience of the members, the Attendance Register,

split into four parts, is kept on separate rostrums in the lnner

Lobby for signature of members.

ln view of the provisions of section 3 of the Salary Allowances

and Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954, quoted in

Para 1 above, members are requested to sign in ink, in the

space provided against their names in the Attendance Register

and as per the specimen signatures furnished to the Lok Sabha

Secretariat.

A member should not sit or stand with his back towards the

Chair.

A member should not approach the Chair personally in the

House. He/She may send chits to the Officers at the Table,

if necessary.

A member should not leave the House immediately after

delivering his speech; courtesy to the House requires that

after finishing their speeches members resume their seats and

leave the House only afterwards, if necessary.

Members should not stand in the passage of the Chamber,

They should either sit down or go out.

A member should not 'cross the floor' when the House is

sitting- that is, he/she should not pass between the chair and

the member who is speaking.

Every member should resume his/her seat as soon as the

Speaker rises to speak, or calls out "orde/' and also when

any other member is in possession of the floor (i.e. speaking

with the permission of the Chair) or has interposed in the

course of the debate to raise a point of order.

It is not in order for members other than Ministers to consult

olficials in the Official Gallery from inside the House.'

Kind co-operation of members is solicited.

G C. lt/alhotra, Secretary-General,

Lok Sabha Secretariat.

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha Dr Manohar Joshi was upset (23) Display of exhibits on the floor of the House is not in order."

when RJD MP Dr Raghuvans Prasad Singh disturbed the ,^ n
proceedings by rushing to the weil of the House. Th" i;;rkrr ;; 43 Parliamentary Etiquette

thatRaghuvanswasthe,mostundisciplinedmemberof theLokSabha' '(16) A member should keep to his usual seat while addressing

the House.

(11)

(12],

(1 6)

( 23)

(24',t

(31)

(37 )

(19) Rulings given by the Chair should not be criticised directly MR. R. RAJAG0PALAN is a Delhi-based journalisl.

or indirectly inside or outside the House.
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Fifty Years of Popular Prakashan

.-* (i

Ramdas Bhatkal,
Managing Director, Popular Prakashan

The march of civilisation and
the heartbeats of culture are
influenced by the all-round progress
of the publication business which
includes both book-selling and book-
publishing activities. Popular
Prakashan, a Mumbai-based
publishing house owned by the
Bhatkals has done nuch in this field
dtrring the last 78 years. Ganesh
Ilamchandra Bhatkal, a migrant frour
the North Kanara district of the
Karnataka regiorr of the therr Bombay
l'residency, worked for some time in
the Oxford University Press and the
Karnataka Printing and Publishing
House and then started his own
bookshop named Bombay Book
Dep1r1 in 7924.

A tlan of ceaseless irrdustry
and acunlen, Canesh Bhatkal
initially offered door service to the
students of the Grant Medical
College, established cordial relations
rvith eminent doctors and then began
ptrblishing medical text-books and
nranuals written by them. The first
ir1r1rI pr11[rli5hed b1' hir.n in 192(r \r'as
on Biocher.rristry. His boclksho;r
',, l,i.li :lt,.l.utl L,.,.rk:' 1r vltr :'e itorri
priurers to eucyclopacdias, sold large
nunrbers of books orr subiects like

n-redicine, science, social sciences,
humanities, etc. As he had excelleut
relations with the British publishers
and their agents in India, he was able

to import books in large quantities.
His book depot was also selected as

stockists for Western India by
Anerican publishers.

Sadanand, the eldest son of
Ganesh Bhatkal who was a poet,
editor and author of 'The Future of
lndinn Youth' joined the family
business in 1943. He published
medical books meant for laymen,
students and general practitioners.
Some renowned foreign publishing
houses like J. and A. Churchill and
Williams arrd Wilkins became co-

publishers of Popular Prakashan. Its
bcloks orr Pharmacology written by
Dr. Satoskar were translated evet't

into Russian. Dr. Nadkarnl's' Indiat
Materica Medica' remained a classic
textbook for 50 years.

Popular started publishing
books on social sciences iIr due
course. Besides bringing out works
of eminent sociologists like Ghurye,
Desai and Kapadia, it undertook the
task of publisliing 60 theses
emanating from research conducted
in the University of Bombay. Such
unrenrunerative work also included
publication of some journals of
philosophy, sociology and surgery.
'l'hr: internatirln:rlly acclainrecl
sclrolar D. D. Kosambi's 'Att
i'ttttttti trrttoil lr) litt StrtLitl oJ itttitrul
Llistory' was a prize achievemcnt of
I'opular.
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A distinguishing feature of this commercial
organisation is its commitment to democratic values.
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Sadanand Bhatkal, a zealous
and active supporter of the
Federation of Publishers' Assocation

of India, organised the first display
of Indian books at the Frankfurt Book
Fair in 1955. Eventually, Popular
became the main supplier to
prominent booksellers around the
world. Even the Library of Congress
in Washington relied on Popular for
importing books from lndia.

ln'.992, Bhatkals', who had
full faith in expanding without
sacrificing quality and integrity
separated the publishing activity
from that of selling, the latter reserved
for the senior Bhatkal who
considered selling books as his
lifelong mission. The publishing
division received rratioual rec()g-
nition when it was invited to
publish 'lawalnrlal Nehru - A
Memorial Album'. Similarly, it had the

unique privilege of publishing
biographies of eminent Indians like
Zakir Hussain, V. V. Giri, l-al
Bahadtrr Shastri and Indira Garrrihi.

A distinguishing feature of
this commercial organisation is its
commitnrent to democratic values.
Naturally it published a large
number of titles related to elections
and other detnocratic processes.'l-he
reports on elections in different states

edited by I'rofessors S. V. Kogekar
.rnel llichard Pnrk, a series of 'lndia
Votes' which conrpilecl irtrportant
rlatit ott tlte t'lecttotrs trpto lgtr: arlti

two bcrrrks, 'Political Altcrtntiues in

Itrdin' and'Snnkrc antl Laddcrs' edited
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b), I{amdas Bhatkal proved its
earuest desire to promote democracy.
Its current best-sellers include 'In tlrc
Wonderland of Inaestmen f'by R. H.
Dastoor arrd A. N. Shanbhag,
'Discouery of God'by Rafique Zakaria
and 'Spirif of Lngaan' by Satyajit
Bhatkal.

award. It has brought out excellent
books by authors who deal with all
forms of Marathi literature. Among
them are Gadgil, Cokhale, Grace and
Padgaokar.

The Bhatkals who believe in
the principle of social contmitment
have sougl'rt to stimulate a

comprehensive literary movement. So

far they have co-sponsored with the

Moharashtra Times and Aknshwsni
(AII{), Mumbai, two schemes - the
publication of economically priced
Books and Books of the Decade. This
year, they conducted with the help
of the Yeshwantrao Chavan
Maharasl'rtra Open University, a 3-
day workshop for the benefit of
studious readers and would-be
writers. A 13-episode Marathi T.V.
serial' Paullruna' (Footprints) with a

sociological and literary significance
was produced by Popular and
directed by Amol Palekar. It has
brought out audio-cassettes of
Tendulkar's plays and sponsored a

olle-wonan show based on the
classic biography of Laxmibai Tilak
and stage by renowned actress Suhas

Joshi.

Popular Prakashan has
published a large number of books
for children written by famous
authors like Rege, Karandikar and
Padgaokar. It has also brought out
books on cookery penned by well-

known chefs like Sanjeev Kapoor,
Tarla Dalal and Milind Sovani. It has
received the 'Prakashan Bharati,
award for the best translations in
1993; the Maharashtra Foundation
award for publications in Marathi
in 1994 and the Distinguished
Publisher Award from the Federation
of Indian Publishers in 1995.

The present Managing
Director, Ramdas Bhatkal, a versatile
personality, has a rare knack for
seekirlg out promising authors and
high class literature. An acconp-
lished writer l'rimself, he has written
critical articles on plays in The Times

of India and some highly readable
colunns in Loksatta and Mnlmnagnr.
His book 'ligsaw - A Study in
Friendship'was given a State award
in 7997. He presided over the
Marathi Prakashak Sammelan in
7986.

Ramdas Bl-ratkal is ably
assisted by his scholarly son Harsha.
He is rnainly responsible for
introducing mass market publisl'ring
and has innovated a n'rultimedia
approach to publishing. No doubt
he has a promising and rewarding
career and will continue the great
traditions associated'arith Popular
Prakashan.

MR. V. C. PHADKE, retired Professor of
Political Science, is a freelance writer
and a regtrlar contributor to Freedom
First.

The Marathi Divisiorr of
Popular Prakashan which operred in
1952 recerrtly celebrated its golden

fubilee. More than half the great titles
in Marathi literature are published
by it. Its list of authors include
Dnyanpeeth award winners like V.
V. Shirwadkar, Sitakant Mahapatra,
D. R. Bendre and Girish Karnad;
Sahitya Academy award winuers
like Vishram Bedekar, G. A.
Kulkarni, G. T. Deslipande and Dilip
Chitre and also Vijay Tendulkar who
was honoured with the Kalidas and

Jarrasthan awards and Vinda
Karandikar who received the Kabir
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H. G. Wells and George Bernard Shaw had helped me in my youth to
become a socialist. But they were above all iconoclasts and had blasted
away at the conventions, the morals and the manners ol their time. I

have always been a radical, never a conservative of either the 'Left'or
the'Right'.

Evidently, I have found the iconoclasm of Wells and Shaw of more
permanent validity than their socialist dogma and that part of their teaching
has remained a part of me. To that the privilege of knowing Gandhi, arguing
and working with him have added a certain preoccupation with ends and
means and a penchant for telling the truth as one sees it. lnconvenient,
undoubtedly, to oneself and one's colleagues. But also great fun.

Minoo Masani
Against The Tide, (1981)
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Reflections Serious and Facetious
Louella Lobo prabhu

The Phenornenon of Women's Writing in the Best-Seller Category

After nry mother's death, I could only get out of
my bleak mood by reading througl'r the old Sherlock
Hoh.rres and Agatha Christie ttovels, rvhich held r-rry

attention, enough to cotrcetrtrate. I aur tttttl' itrto sonte

fiction by Danielle Steele, and Barbara Taylor tsradford.
The trvo authors symbolise a publishing 1'rheuomenotr
of tlie 70's and 80's: best selling fiction by rvometr, about
wonlen - doing uucouverrtional thirrgs. It vvottld please
tl're avernge won1all, holding dorvn atr average job, to
read about wonren in the Bclard l(octu'r, straddling the
Atlantic by Corrcorde, and more "ballsy" than their
husbands and lovers. Description of sex is quite explicit,
wlrile sex outside marriage is de rigeur. Also, the begetting
of children outside marriage. ln point of fact, the story
line is simple. Reduced to the threadbare core, orre plot
is very like another; most characters have a family
resemblence. Danielle Steele seenls to have a massive
harrgup ort her nrother, as more than one of her heroiues,
seenls to be reacting against a bacl childhood
relationsl'rip.

Katherine Hepburn Dies - End of an Era
was, and is. Her face was arresting, rather than beautiful
- rvith its sharply angled plances - a photographer's
delight. Her Oscar rvinrring movies rvere "Morning
Clory", "Cuess Who is Conring to Dirrner", "On Golden
Pond", arrd "The Lion in Winter". The last two displal,
her acting talents at their best. She was a freethirrker,
and radical - on feminine issues. Strangely, though she
achieved so much, like Alexander, sighing for more
world to corlquer, she felt she could have achieved more.
She n'ill be renrernberecl for the priceless histronics she

had, which gave delight to all those who vierved her
nrovies.

We have released the spirit of criticism. We have hit and
wounded, though we have not yet slain, the fear that held the
people in its grasp ... We must get the people to shed the fear
of immediate consequences and the dread of what may happen
if they fall ...This is my message of hope to you on this (first)
anniversary of the birth of our (Swatantra) Party.

Wlrat keeps me reading, is the setting. Each book
b1'these ladies, takes you to people and places you rvould
not othern'isr) seLr. Barl-tara Ta1'16rr-'. first arrcl L.rt'st book
vvas "A Womarr of Substauce" r.r'l'rich chrouicled the rise
of a poor housemaid, into an international tycoon.
Incredible as it sounds, the book was written, skillfully
enough, to make the incredible credible. Other novels
by the two, have been set in the rvorld of high finance;
a ranch for rvealthy divorcees; the excitment of jewellery
and art auctions. A recent peuare links a contemporary
actress with the special rvorld of the Bronte sisters:
Charlotte, Emily and Anne, including the dashing
characters tl'rey created, wl'rile they lived the repressed
lives of spinsters on the Moors of Northern Englarrd.
Danielle Steele also opens the curtairrs on the domain
of ballet. At the end of the novels, I wonder why I read
so avidly through a n'lass clf trivia. There urust be some
hidden magic, as I anr apt to pick up a nerv title, rvhen
I spot one on the shelves of new arrivals!

Katherine Hepbr,rrn died at the full
age of 96, in her orvrr honte, in the middle
of her fanrily. Her long filnr career,
spanned dozens of films irr every gcrtrc:

tragedy, conredy, contemporary arrd
historical. She excelled in them all,
rvinning 12 Oscar nonrinations, arrd 4
Oscars - a record achieved only by Merryl
Streep. Her best partner, was Spencer

Tracy, the love of her life, though her name rvas linked
rvith other well known men , includirrg the billiorraire,
the reclusive tycoon, Ilon'ard Hughes. She rvas rrot a

glamorous actress, in the seuse that say that Liz Taylor

C. Rajagopalachari
Swarajya, July 30, 1960
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Most people believe that a private sector job offers
the most lucrative employment. This may be true of a

Company like h'rfosys, where tl're nranagement gives
shares in the company, making millionaires even of their
chauffeurs and cleaners.

However, judging from an "Express exclusive"
story, tl're Food Corporation of lndia does even better
by the employees. Loaders make anything between 2.50
lakhs and 4.50 lakhs per year, as tl'reir remuneration is
based on an unique incentive scheme. Once on the rolls
of the Corporation, son'leone averse to lifting bags, farms
it out to a "Badli" for about 1/8th of his own wages.

A President

A grey pedigreed horse, named Tughlaq, was due
to be euthanised because it was old. It had served the
Military Academy for ten years, taking a high profile
part in Passing Out parades. The report carried by word
of mouth, angered animal lovers, who started a campaigrr
to thwart the euthanasia proposed. Maneka Gandhi
responded promptly, offering to lnove the Courts.
Fortunately, President A.P.J. Kalam was touched to the
heart by the horse's plight. He intervened, asking that
the l'rorse may be allowed to live. A resident of Dehradun,
offered to pay for its maintenance, till its natural death.
Hats off to tl're President, for intervening in a

comparatively small matter. He has shown he has indeed
a heart.

Tl'rere is a more serious overtone in this ir"rcident.

The Morra Lisa's smile has one thing in commorl
rvith Princess Diana. People corrtiuue to speculate on
them - after their death. In April this year, we saw the
airing of a three-part serial on her life, put together by
BBC Television, with Alan Yentob, Director-in-Charge,
of BBC's song, dance and drama division. A new
research on her life has also been done by a Professor
of Surgery, Yale University.

He mentions that Mona Lisa's smile suggests tl'rat

she was preguarrt, and the snrile was a celebration of
tlte nen' life kr courc. I-le points out tltat her hatrtls show
rro rings, lvhich any other womarl of her social status
rrtrtriei ir.rt,c trutrt. I Ie also s.r;s tlre I.r.. i..;t,;ll.i.li.,i
chubby, a sign of the fluid-retention rvhich is also a sign
of prregnancy. The Municipal and Clturch registers
ittdicate that [,isa La Ciocoudo gave birth to a child,

Loot ln the Name of Social Welfare
These figures were checked in Haryana and punjab, and
fourrd, with minor variations, to be correct. The system
of wages, costs the country Rs.25,000 crores a year,
without a question about the systenl, while every effort
is made to cut the food subsidy for the poor. Otl.rer
berrefits irrclude medicine and uniform allowance, Bharat
Darslnn otrce every year, and L.T.A. every 2 years. When
questioned, the Minister of Food and Civil Supplies said
tlrat if a drastic change in tl're rolls was contemplated,
the movement of foodgrains would be held up, causirrg
untold hardship to consumers, especially the very poor.
And so, the loot carries on, in the name of social welfare.

with a Heart

It concerns our attitude to "Things great and small ...
the Good Lord loves them all". The Christian ethic is
particularly bad, as Cenesis gives man the power to use
animals. Not that all other religions are much better,
except Jainism, whicll bars the takirrg of any life,
including animal life. This example mentions that it is
customary in the Military Academy to euthanaise animals
which are uo longer of use. Nothing sounds so cynical.
Institutions like the Military Academy can surely look
after horses which have passed their prime. This is one
incident with a happy ending. How many animals like
Tughlaq have been put down, before, and how many
more will be, is an open question. If a living creature is

to be used and destroyed after use, carl rve call ourselves
civilised?

A New Meaning for the Mona Lisa' Smile?

later that year. That appears to put
a Q.E.D. on the mystery of who
she was. It is nrentioned that he
kept a copy of the original, and
in his later years, used to show
l'ris anatomical drawings - and
this picture. Isabella D'Este, is
another candidate for being the
n'rodel. However, sucl'r
introspection has not been put
into service, to flush out a thesis
on her. So, it would seeur, that the
silk mercharrt del Ciocondo, got
r1.,, .";''11,',',, rrf lr.irr' I e,nrrnrrlrt's lratrotf . affd iff tlfe

bargain, gtlt a rvtttrderful pictr-rre which has been

adrnired, for cerrtttries. It is a pity that the solo painting
did uot have a logical seqtrel, "Mother arrd Child"!
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Steam.

Every other company sells boilers. Not us

We sell total steam solutions. With a full range of Spirax
steam energy conservation products, microprocessor
based control instrumentation to ensure optimal energy usage
and services to help you befter harness steam, air and water.

Our Energy Audit service helps optimise your energy costs,
our Consultancy service provides with detailed engineering of all
process utilities, and our Steam Engineering Centre provides
education and training on efficient utilisation of steam.
The result is lower energy consumption, improved product quality
and better control of your process.

And yes, we make boilers, too. The best in the business.
Our fully packaged boilers with efficiency monitors and automatic
blowdown controls give maximum fuel efficiency, so you don't
waste heat.

So the next time you want a big metal box in which
to burn up your fuel budget, call someone else. And
the next time you want to conserve energy and save money,
try a total steam solution.

Forbes Marshall
Mumbai-Pune Road, Kasarwadi, Pune 411 034. lndia.

91(0)20 -7147413.E - mail: bizdev@forbesmarshall.com .www.forbesmarshall'comoTel: 91(0)20 - 7145595 .Fax



frani's Caveats

- The Courageotrs Lady of Myanmar
Aung San Suu Kyi

It has been fifteen years since 8/
8/1988 when the n'rilitary junta broke
up a movement for free instihrtions and
denrocracy in the erstwhile Burma, now
Myanmar, and over ten years since
Aung San Suu Kyi was denied the
nrandate she rvon to lead her nation.
She has been imprisoned, hc'r
rrovements restricted, brother
encouraged to contest her title to their
father's house to dispossess her and
other manifestations of a caring and
corrsiderate bunch of colonels and
generals; caring and considerate only
to thcir orvrr amlritions. Yet l'rcr
experience has not embittered her as
tl'rose ferv who have been able to visit
hcr have testified. Not even when her
l'rusband dicd in Britain and she dared
not leave her country to say her last
goodbyc' for fear that the frightened
men in uniform would not let her
retr-rrn to hcr people.

Vcry littlc is kntrrvn in thc past
t-lccaclc abouI lre l arrc] her Lc.rguc for
l)cnrocracy cxccpt that thc'y function in
,t ll,rr;lilr riri ilirrrlrLrIrl L,.ii l'rirrril.;ii llt. ,

rlo, much to thc chagrirr of thc jr-rnta
rvho rnust hopc tlrat thcy wotrld just
iaclc' artay. Thirrgs havc periodically

C. R. Irani

It is put out that Suu Kyi has been taken into
protective custody; those who need protection

are not Suu Kyi and her loyal band but the
colonels who dare not speak their mind in public

which makes such a fetish of not
interfering in the internal affairs of
member states, felt obliged to call for
her release but took a lot away by
adding the next duy that the
organisation does not pressure member
states. The American Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, took a separate press
conference at the end of the Asian
Regional Forum meeting to urge the
international community to stand
together. He said and his words cannot
be bettered - The brutal rulers of
Mynamar need to understand that tlrc only
acceptnble way forward is to release Aung
Snrr Strrt Kyi nnd lrcr supporters and
resume dialogue with lrcr and her parttl.
It is necessary to add that Colin Powell's
words would have carried more
conviction if President Bush and his
administration had behaved less
cynicallly and more responsibly in Iraq.

Nevertheless I must record wtih
approvnl that America and Japan have
imposed significant sanctions on
Myanmar. Other countries must do the
same. Tire Security Council might take
a view making it easier for individual
states. On 2nd July the Thai Prime
Minister announced that Myanmar's

The UN spccial envoy, Razali special envoy l'rad assured him that Suu
Isnrail, t'ur a fivc-day visit dcmandcd Kyi was not bcing held in the notoriotts
that Sur"r Kyi bc rclcascd forthwith; hc Insein prisor"r but the jury is out on tire
had to thrcatcn to cnt short his visit if rluestion of rvhat rcliance can be placed
ht. coulcl not scr. lrr-:r. FIc n'as ablc to otr thc u'ord of a re1.r,:s,:tttative tli the

nrcct hcr for a fcrt,nrintrtcs at thc last iunta which has rcpeatedly broken
! l.). '.1; .. r..,i.l q,,,r lr'. i (.\rrr,, rrr,\raricr.c ,rrtd frlrgrrttCtf ttt

conle to a head but have cooled
somewhat as the cowardly men who
hold l'rer in thrall hesitate to go too far.
The events of 30th May have been
worse than in the past and have set
alarm bells ringing wherever
democracy drvells and also in capitals
where it it not as firmly rooted as it
might be - such is the power of ideas
ar.rd ideals. On that day the junta lost
patience. Her convoy was set upon as

she was travelling outside the capital
to visit outposts of her party
organisation. Goons acting for the junta
pounced on her and her people - even
the official version notes 4 dead and 50

injured. Irrforr.ned solrrces place the toll
at between 70 and 80 dead. It is put out
that Suu Kyi has been taken into
protectiae custotly; those who need
protection are not Suu Kyi and her loyal
band but tlie colonels who dare not
speak their mind in public and content
themselves with official handouts.
Officcs of thc Leagr,re for Democracy
have bccn shut dorvn and opposition
leaders detairred. Nothing is known
about the'Vice-Chairman of the League
n'ho was travelling rvith her, Tin Oo,
is he alive or dead?

rvoulcl bc rclcrscd pcrhirps in tu'o
rvccks. This rvas on 1Oth Junc and u'e
arc r1()r^'irr Auqust. Evcn ASEAN,
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inrplcn'rcnt others.

Malrntnta Cnrrclhi useti to say -
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Cow Slaughter
- An Absurd, Unenforceable Demand

turn tl're searchlight inwards! When I do
that on tl'ris issue, I am dismayed. Delhi
has maintained a sphinx-like silence.
The excuse is two-fold. One that
Myanmar is sheltering assorted
insurgent Broups from the Manipuris
and the Nagas to the ULFA and we do
not h'ant to antagonise thenr furthcr.
The other is that China has made inroads

It is obvious that the silly season
is upon us. Close on the heels of kite
flying over the timing of the polls for
the assemblies and for the Lok Sabha,
comes the fail-safe panacea of the Sangh
Parivar, a total ban on cow slaughter,
wllich leaves us with a strong sense of
deja uu. The concrete proposal this time
is to bring in central legislation under
Entry 17 of the Concurrent List of the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.
The Entry needs to be quoted in full -
Prcvention of cruelty to animals. That is
it!

Now consider the argument of
the protagonists but before that,
consider the cruelty that they seek to
prevent. Cwalas, mostly Hindus, sell the
nrilk but there comes a time when the
con' is unable to pe.rform. It is Hindus
rvho sell the cow to whoever will pay
a price for the barren animal. They
krrow perfectly well that the only use
for it is the meat and for this purpose
the anim4ls are transported to all
corners of the country and large
numbers are exportc-d to Banglade-sh.
it must not be assumed that anyone in
that country is going to look after them
till nahrral death in pinjrapoles. Nor does
arrybody at all offer to perform the
service in India. It bears repetition.
Cows past their prime, are sold for mcat
knorvingly and largely by their Hindu
()\\'ncrs; lct therc bc an cnd to thc'
hypocrisy.

Tht: otlrcr oplil.r11 srtrr irt Ctrjarat
irncl clscwhcrc wherc thcre is a

.,,.I1,.rrsIr',.rrlrrr-r'r'rJ lr;rn ()n (-rrt\'

slatr{lrtcr, is thc sight of corvs
atrandoncd bv their owrlcrs who can
rro longcr afftrrcl kr fcccl thenr aud n'htl
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into Myanmar by befriending the
colonels and if we open our mouths it
will be worse for us. The explanations
are an exercise in appeasement and an
example of cowardice. We ought to
remember that one reason why there is
so much euil in the world is thut enough
good mett do rtothirtg. I say that our
weak-kneed attitude has encouraged

the junta to accommodatc morc
insurgent groups and left the Chinese
a free hand.

If we aspire to a permanent seat
in the Security Council, we must do
more to deserve it.

The Statestnan, August 6,2003.

wander about, creating traffic hazards
as they scour the city for anything they
can eat, before laying themselves down
to die of starvation.

There are thrce arguments to
consider. First, in what manner are
abandoned cows, starying and being a

hazard and a nuisance to traffic a more
humane way to death, assuming, for
the purpose of argument, that death by
starvation is preferable to slaughter?
Two, hundreds of thousands if not
millions of our countrymen eat beef and
many more live by the trade. By what
process of reasoning do we com.e to tl're
conclusion that starving cows should
match starving humans? And not all of
them are Muslims in case the intention
is to get afte'r a particular community.
Thirdly if slaughtering cows for meat
in hygienic and humane conditions and
for the benefit of mankind including
Hindus is considered cruelty what shall
we call the similar slaughter of sheep
and goats and chickens? If the latter is
acceptable and raises no cavil, then how
can it possibly be urgcd that slaughter
of cows must somehow be treated as

distinct and separate. It can only bc on
the basis of religious prejudices of a

scction of thc- population, which let it
be stressed, is willing to do nothing to
put their money or their concern where
their motrth is. If people do not wish
to c'at bccf llo ()ne forces them to do
so; except poor Vajpayee who is
accusccl of catirrll it as though he rvcre
gr"rilty of a hciuorrs clinrc againsI
humirnity.

At thc lisk oi rcpctition if
slaughte'r of cou's is crrrelty, how do wc
arguc that slaughtcr of sheep, goats,
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chickens is somehow not cruelty? It i:,
exactly the same. This leads to another
danger. Is society to be divided into
those rvho eat beef and those who do
not? And horv long rvill it be befole rvc
dividc socicty against betrveen those
who eat any kind of meat and those
who are vegetarians. Further,
vegetarians guzzle litres of milk and
milk come out of the cow, is it not a

non-vegetarian source? What is the
difference between rennet used to make
cheese, which is shunned because it
comes out of an animal and milk, which
comes from a cow and incidentally is
meant for her young? It is not my
purpose to talk anyone out of their
customs and habits and make them
more rabid; it is enough to say that the
proposed ban on cow slaughter is
groundcd in prejudice, feeds orr hatred,
increases the misery of the animal a

hundred-fold and benefits no one except
the bigoted, the blind and the deaf.

The Cabinet knows only too
well that the ban is absurd, is
une.nforccable arrd the proposal has

beerr aired before. If it is resurrccted
now, it is only because the elections are
nigh; if we can't have Ayodl'rya, let us

at least have a ban on cow slaughter!
And if we cannot have a ban, let it be

clear to all who matter, that we at least
tried. So runs the argument. A poor
substitute' for tl.re manifeskr of a party
that hopcs to win on Advani's clairn to
goocl govcrnarrce-!

Thc Statesnran, Atrgtrst 13, 2003.

I\{r. C. lt. Irani is the Ilditor-in-Chicf of
The Statesnran, one of India's leading
dailies



Common Civil Code sans Coercion
Sharad Joshi

The Directive Principles in the Constitution were adopted at a time when
the State was viewed as the supreme arbiter and authority in all matters

social, economic, cultural, educational et al.

The Su1'rreme Court of ludia
has conre out in favour of a Uniform
Civil Code for the coulltry that is a
law conrmon to all conrmunities in
personal matters such as marriage,
dil,orce, inheritance, arrd successiorr.

This is the third time a bencl'r of the
Supreme Court has come out in
favour of a Common Civil Code.
Every time the Apex Court
pronoLurcen'rerrt has created political
turmoil.

The Suprenre Court's obser-
vatiou irr the Shah Banr,r case had
to be counteracted by passing a law
in the Parlialnent to that effect and
Itajiv Gandhi was forced to open the
llan'r temple irr Ayodhya after being
closed for 35 years with a view to
placating Hindu opinion.

The second tinre, in the Sarala
Mr.rdgal case, Kuldip Singh, the
Supreme Court judge had to
promptly clarify that he had only
rrrade an observation and not issued
a directive for the enforcerrent of the
principle contained in Article 44 of
the Constitution of lndia.

This third observation has
gladdened the hearts of the BJP and
VHP leaders and caused panic
reactions amongst the Muslims. The
judicial observation is particularly
inopprortrrrre since it is public
krrowledge that the tsJP was always
strongly in farrour of a Conrnrorr
Civil Cocle but that it was required
It' keep thtt nrirtter orr tht: track lrurrrer
sirrce it lvas urraLrle to carry its
Natioual [)ertrocratic allies with it orr
tlre strbject.

Article 44 of the Corrstitution
of hrdia errjoins upon the State 'to
endeavour to secure for the citizeus
a Uniform Civil Code throughout the
territory of India.' This article forms
a part of Chapter IV on 'Directive
Principles of State Policy' and has
no judicial force. Tl'rat is, the
provisions contained in this part
shall not be enforceable by any court.
But, the principles laid down therein
are, nevertheless, fundamental in the
goverllance of the country and the
State shall apply these principles in
nraking laws.

It is common knowledge that
successive governnellts have beerr
endeavouring in the direction of
evolving a Common Civil Code -
codification of Hindu law arrd other
religious laws have already advan-
ced in great measure. Article 44 of
the Constitution of h'rdia does not
specify any time schedule for the
ellactrnent of a Common Civil Code
and the judiciary, in its normal role,
serves little judicial purpose by
harping on it.

Come With Clean Hands

It cannot be gainsaid that laws relating to marriage, divorce, property
rights, testamentary and intestate succession and a whole host of civil and
personal rights must uniformly apply to all citizens in a secular democracy
like ours. But the framers of the Constitution accepted that the time was not
ripe then to introduce such a measure. That is why they included Article 44
in the Chapter on Directive Principles, which should guide policy, and not in
Chapter V on Fundamental Rights.

Having said that it is also necessary to add that the demand for the Code
as articulated now is political in inspiration, not social; it was first raised in

the wake of the demolition of the Babri Masjid. Can we accept two things?
One, that a Uniform Civil Code will not only prevent Muslims from having
four wives, a spurious fear of the RSS and its extended family; it will, for
instance, also banish from the statute book the tax dodge called the Hindu
Undivided Family. lf we are irked that Muslims block arterial roads for ld
prayers we must also do something about puja mandals which block traffic
for a week or more. And so it goes on. lt is not my intention to argue against
such a Code, on the conlrary, it is eminently desirable.lt is only that those
advocating it must come with clean hands. Also, it is obvious that such a
measure must be generally accepted before legislation is attempted. We
must be mindful of the need for the consent of the governed. This means
lhat there must be a climate for it. One thing is obvious. Such a clinrate
cannot be treated as long as people who need not be named break down
nl:ees rrf r.rrorqhin rn.J -lnrnrnll t,,,,a ^, nr,-r.r lrfg:lt frr llr:i- -1t.ll. ll'iS it

3,000 more.

C. R. lrani, Ihe Statesm an, July 27 ' 2003.
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Chandvad Resolution

The question of the Common
Civil Code came for deliberation in
the Wonren's Conference of the
Shetkari Sanghatana at Charrdvad
irr the Nashik district of Maharashtra
irr November 1986. The Conference
raised serious doubts about the
coercive elemerrt of the proposal as
also about the justification for the
governlnellt entering the field of
uroral and ethical authority. It had
made a concrete proposal for an
alternative 'National Civil Code'
that rvould be consistent with
prirrciples of equity and justice but
would give the conscientious
objectors the right to continue in their
respective religious systems.

A Liberal Prescription

The Swatantra Bharat Party,
successor to the Swatantra Party
founded by C. Rajgopalachari,
adheres essentially to liberal prin-
ciples and minimal and plural
governance. It abhors the inter-
vention of the State in all matters
except Law & Order and Defense. It
stands by the individual citizeu's
freedom of profession, practice and
propagation of religion enshrined in
Article 25 of the Constitution of India
as a fundamental right. The Election
Marrifesto 2004 of the Swatantra
Bharat Party contains a very clear
analysis as also prescription for this
problem. It is as follorvs.

National Civil Code

The proposed Common Civil
Code has been, for some time, the
subject of widespread national
debate and that debate is being
dominated largely by denomi-
national dogmatists and by self-
seeking politiciarrs.

Article 44 of the Constitutiorr
contairrs a directive principle that the
State shall errdeavour to secure for
the citizens a urrifomr civil code
throughout the territory of India.

The Directive Prirrciples irr the
Constitutiorl rvere adopted at a time
rvhen the State rvas vierved as the
supren'le arbiter arrd arrthority in all
nratters social, economic, cr.rltural,
educatioual cl a/. The SBP orr the
other hand believes in minimal
political govemment and a plurality
of governiug institutions and is,
therefore, opposed to the idea of the
State deciding matters noral or
ethical.

Further, according to the
Constitution, the Indian Republic is

a secular State, wl'rich llleans,
'equally skeptical of all religious
dogma'and not a State enclosing the
dogma of all faiths. However , a

uniform civil code would be a

laudable objective irr the long run
and tl're best way of endeavoring to
introduce it will be through the
elaboration of an optional and nonn-
setting national civil code:

l) Elaboration of a National Civil
Code connotes neither dispu-
ting the relative merits of
various religious, civil systems,
nor imposition of one religious
code on all the people, rror a

hotchpotch tntlartge of diverse
religious stipulatiorrs;

2) The National Civil Code must
represent a well integrated
scheme based on equality, justice

and reason;

3) Every citizen of the Republic
should apriori be considered as

beirrg governed by the National

Civil Code; however any citizen
or his guardian should have the
possibility of opting for the civil
system of any of the established
systenls of faith;

4) The State judicial systenr should
nctt intervet're in civil disputes
between citizerrs clpting for the
sanre religious code;

5) Dispr,rtes between citizens for a
single religious code be decided
according to the National Civil
Code, should any of the parties
choose to take recourse to the
official judicial systenl.

6) Disputes between citizeus
appertaining to different reli-
gious codes will be subject to the
National Civil Code.

Some leaders oppose the idea
of a Common Civil Code on the
ground that the initiative should
come from within the society and
particularly from the minority
comnrunities.

The fact is that, since the BJP

n'rade the Common Civil Code an
electoral plank, progressive Muslim
merr and womell have come under
great pressure not to support auy
civil reforms. Tl're proposal of a

Common Civil Code has thus
become counter-productive in prac-
tice. The Swatantra Bharat Party's
proposal of a National Civil Code is,

in fact, a Conrmorr Civil Code since
it applies equally to all the
conrmunities throughout the territory
of India. The provision relating tcr

'conscierltious objectors' applies
equally to members of all the
communities.

MR. SIIARAD IOSHI is the founder of
the Shetkari Sanghatana and the
Swatantra Bharat Party.

We invite vou to visit www.liberalsindia.com

The website of the IxolnN LtnsnRl Gnoup
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EIectoral Reforms

There Are No Fair Elections
S. D. Supanekar

Arrow's Theorem deals with extracting the consensus of a group from
the preferences of its individual members.

The purpose of this article is
to bring to the notice of readers one
very important result known as
"Arrow's Theorem". Though it is
around for more than 50 years, rrot
nralry are aware of it. The theorem
deals lvith extracting the consensus
of a group from preferences of its
individual rnembers. As one can
readily see, this has arr immediate
application to elections in a

tlenrocratic set-up.

Kenneth Arrow, a nrathe-
matical econonrist at Stanford
University, proved in 1948-49, that
it is rrot possible to have fair elections
if there are nlore than two candidates
in the ring. This is not due to arry
depravity on the part of the voters
or the candidates or the election
authorities or lack of ingenuity on
the part of designers of the election
process. Btrt it is inlrcrent in tlrc process

of detcrninitrg tlrc collectiue choice fronr
irdioidual preferences. It is assumed
here that a set of reasonable
prirrciples (r.rrentiorred below) guide
the 1'rassage to consensus. Jhe
theorem is explained and illustrated,
Lrrrt rrot proved here. The proof,
though it does not employ any
prr>found mathematics, is tedious.
A simple versiorr of the proof is given
in reference 2 at the encl of this note.

Frtr this ancl ritlrer
corrtrilrutitlns Kenrrr'th Arrow

: I I | \r I I rt. : I

Ecorrorrrics in 1972.

In a clenrocracy, the rvill of all

the individuals has to be ascertained
- and their collective will must be
respected. The main problem is how
to deduce tl're collective will once tl'te
people have declared their
individual preferences. What is
comrnonly practised is the "Simple
Majority" rule whereby the candidate
receivirrg the maximum number of
votes (i.e., irrdividual preferences) is

regarded as the choice of the entire
electorate. This is rrot satisfactory.

There are other decision rules,
but each one has some shortcomiug
or the other.

Suppose a group of six
persolls A, B, C, D, E arrd F is trying
to elect their leader. Suppose further
that the D among them gets twcl
votes while A, B, C arrd E get one vote
each.

In this situatiorr, according to
the "Simple Majority" rule, D will be
declared elected though four out of
the six are against his leadershipr. (ln
a political election D's supporters
might glorify him as "The Ruler of
tl're People's Hearts" or "Ulrdisputed
Kirrg of the Masses", their praise
being circumscribed only by their
vocabulary.)

'fhis situatitrn is unsatis-
factory. We nrust therefore look for
arttither "Decisitlu Ilrrle" in rvhich
tlre {1r()up's choice is better
I r le()rp()r(l tcrl.

Arrorv irrvestigatecl this
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phenourenon and establisl'red, with
the help of rigorous mathematics,
tl'rat no satisfactory decisiorr rule
exists.

Actually, Arrow considers a
scheme of individual preferences
nore general than tl're one commonly
followed.

In his scheme every voter nust
rarrk all the candidates on the ballot
paper. He may decide that a

particular group of candidates are
equally good (or equally hopeless).
For instance, the "Ballot Paper" of
one of the voter in the above case

may look like this:

D

A,B

C.E.F

Fig.1

This implies that the voter iu
question considers candidates A, B

to be equally good; he also considers
C, E and F to be equally good but
the first pair is regarded by him as

better than the second triplet.
According to him D is the most
sr"ritable candidate.

C)ther voters' birllot PaPrers
nrav look like as those in Fig.2.

'l-he tlbligatiotr clf a voter is

that in his ballot paper everY



D

B,F,A

C. E.

E

A,B

C.F.D

A

B,D,E,F

C

B

F.E

A.C.D

Fig.2

c
B

D

E.F

carrdidate's llame lnust occur exactly
once and there sl'rould be no gap
between lirres containing nantes, or
else his vote will be regarded as

invalid.

Suppose .that according to
Arrow's scheme, the ballot paper of
the voter given in Fig.1 is repiaced
by

D,F

A,B

c. E.

Fig.3

Then a natural extension of
the simple majority rule will sl'row
that D will still be elected.

In Arrorv's scherre our usnal
votilg pattenr (if a voter votes for A)
will appear like this:

A

B,C,D.E,F

Fig.4

Suppose now that the voters'
preferences are knowll from tl'reir
ballot papers. Unless a decisiorr rule
is aprplied, their cclrrsenslrs carrnot
I)L, dscerta irred. It is rrecessa ry
thereiole to c-levise a decisiotr rule,
rr'hich rvill firithftrIlv rcflect voters'
prcterences, icleallt, of all of tltt:nr. lltrt
Lreft.rre this can be urrdertakerr, the
principles that the decision mle mnst
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embody have to be explicitly stated.
The folkrwirrg "Guiding Principles"
(GP) capture our expectatiolrs:

(GP,) The decisiorr rule should
depend orr the choice of a// the voters
and not on that of some privileged
individual or a group of individr-rals
arnong tl're voters.

(GP,) There is Iro privileged
(or condemned) candidate that,
whatever be tl're voters' choice, he
gets elected (or fails to get elected).
More generally,

(GP.) According to the
decision rLlle, every possible ranking
of candidates should be possible
from a suitable combination of ballot
papers, and the decision rule should
reveal it.

(No ranking is excluded as

would happen if GP" rvere flouted.)
Arrow calls this the principle of
voters' sovereignty.

(GP.,) Suppose that iu au
electiorr, A is ranked higher tharr B
accordirrg to the decisiorr rule.
Suppose further that in a secorrd
election one of the voters elevates the
rank of A in his ballot paper. He does

not disturb the rank of any other
candidate. Norre of the other voters
makes any change irr his preferences.
(So tlte only change c()lnes frttur a

single voter in the rank of but one
of the carrdidates.) Then the decision
rule, n'hich must tre the satle for both
t'lecli,rtts sl-rr,ttlrl trrif r,rttk Il lri,'lrr'r'
tharr A irr thc secontl electitlrr.

Cerreralisirtg this argurtrent, if
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some (rlr even all) of the v()ters
elevate their prefererrce for only clne
of the candidates (say of A), leaving
their other preferences intact, then
the decision rule should rrot set B
above A in the second electictn.

(This is called the
monotonicity principle.)

(GP.) Suppose in an electiou
A is ranked above B. Now suppose
another election is to be held and in
this second election, some (or even
all) voters change the ranks of only
C, D, E and F leaving the ranks of A
and B in tact. Tl'ren according to the
decision rule, A n'rust still have a

rank above B in the secolld electicln
too.

(This is called indeperrdence
of irrelevant alterrra tives.)

The decision rule to be
invented must conform to tl'rese
guiding principles.

(Some readers may feel that
the ordinary requirenlents are
pou.rpously stated. tsut, in
nrathematics as in law, all
requiremerrts, except tl're most
elementary ones, nlust be made
explicit.)

Arrow then proves that No

suclt decision rttle (representing
gr()tlp's consellsus frotrr the

Lrrefererrr:es of tlre ilrdividtrirls irr tl.re

group) confornritrg to 'll these (\/ery

,l t'sit'alrlc)t.ritrcitrles t'rists. Tlle
excc1.rti911, as alreacly ttrerrtioned, is

rvhen onlv t*,o catrdidates colltest
the electiou.



It should perhaps be clarified
that in some situations some
decision rule may conform all of the
guiding principles. For instance, if
four candidates vote for D in the
above illustration, the simple
majority rule would be unexception-
able. But this is fortuitons. We camot
deperrd upon such an occurrence. If
there rvere an ideal decision rule
embodying all the g'uiding prilrciples,
its application would have ensured
compliance with tl're principles all
the tinre.

So what is Arrow's
achievement exactly? People have
been long aware of tl're paradox that
an elected person (or the party voted

to power) has received less than 50%
of tl-re votes cast. Well, Arrow has
discovered the exact set of principles
- not all of lvhich are intuitively
obvious (e.g., GP.-GP'). But once they
are stated, we appreciate their
propriety. Further, he also proved
rigorously, that there exists no
decision rule enabling us to arrive
at a consellsus frorr individual
preferences and conforming to the
guiding principles.

Arrow's result is intriguing
as well as depressing. We treasure
democracy as the best system we
possess for creating a government.
Discovering that it has some serious
i-ntrinsic shortcomings is a frustrating

fact of life. Of course, it would be
unwise to jettison democracy on
accourlt of this deficiency. At the
sanre time the search for a better
(though necessarily sub-optimal)
decision rule r.nust go olt.
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Electoral Reforms

The articles by Jagdeep S. Chhokar and
S harad J oshi (Freedo m F irst, J uly-September, 2002)
give the two sides of the coin. While Chhokar has
expounded on the voter's right to know, Joshi has
highlighted the fact how this could be misused by
politicians. No amount of disclosure is going to make
much difference to the electorate who are under the
spell of religion, caste and dynasty. As Joshi points
out, good candidates who are not supported by
lawyers and fans may be affected by the disclosures.
Who does not know the antecedents of the Thakurs
of Vasai or the Kalanis of Ulhasnagar. They are
elected with great majority almost everytime.

Jayaprakash Narayan had said long ago that
elections are the 'gangotrl (root cause) of corruption
as nobody with limited means can fight an election.
Any meaningful reforms should address two issues:
election expenses and accountability.

To bring down the election expenditure,
posters and hoardings (which also deface the city),
blaring slogans through loud speakers on jeeps
(which also create noise pollution)should be banned.
These do not educate voters. Meetings and street-
uurliet llreetillgs siruuitj lre ctiL:ur./ragej. lv'lcelirig:
could be organised by the Election Commission (this

M. D. Kini

will again reduce expenditure)where all candidates
can put forward their points of view. The Election
Commission should also publish the major points
of the election manifestos of all contesting parties,
and in the case of existing MPs, MLAs and
Corporators, a brief account of their accomp-
lishments during their tenure, for the information
of the voters. These could be distributed to all
households along with their voter's slip. This will
take care of the major items of expenditure to the
candidate. This will of course increase the work
of the Election Commission. This is the price we
have to pay for cleaner elections.

Then there is the question of accountability.
All elected members should address public
gatherings in their constituencies every six months
or year under the auspices of the Election
Commission or Voters' Council (for example, AGNI
in Mumbai). The Voters'Council should be formed
in each constituency consisting of interested non-
party voters and professionals. These Councils could
be the eyes and ears of the Election Commission.
The relevant act could be amended to give them
legal status. Eternal vigilance is the price we have

,^+-1,;l;r..(v PJ, iJ u.lJJ, * J--- g.,!L:L,. .J
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PROTRACTED
CONTEST

Sino-trrdirn Rivalc in drclirnticrlr (lurrn

Having faced the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) on the high
altitude Sikkim Watershed during the
1955 War and a year thereafter, having
met a Chinese Political Officer at Natu
La in 1955 to rehrrn a Chinese Prisoner
of War taken in Korea under the terms
of the Neutral Nations Repatriation
Commission, and interacting with nine
Chinese Academics including a serving
Major General of the National Defence
University and a Colonel of the PLA at
Manipal in Karnataka during a three-
day seminar a few years ago, the
reviewer can say in all truthfulness that
the publication of this work could not
have come a day sooner.

The very experienced author
who has spent time in China, India,
Pakistan and other Soutl'r Asian
countries (he knows Chinese) has done
a great service to the serious China
watcher on a subject we Indians tend
to place on the back burncr undcr thc
n'ristakerr notion that tl'rere is no causc
for alarm in our relations with China.
This in-deptl'r work has been
meticulously researched not only from
arcl'rival records but from documents,
treaties et al that throw startling light
on this very complex issue dating back
many centuries and interviews with
people who nratter. Many may say that
the author has an American slant but
irr all fairrress hr hinr, he has 1;ivcrr trotlr
sides of the picture, leaving it to the
r{';t(l('r Io rlr;r\n' his rrrvn {-r)l](.1il\i()|s

The thirtcerr chapters arc
cxhanstivc irr their scope and a vcry
n'ide canvas is covcrecl, lergically and

PROTRACTED CONTEST
SINO-INDIAN RIVALRY IN THE 2OTH CENTURY

by
fohn W. Garver

Published by
Oxford Univcrsity Press, YMCA Library Building, |ai Singh Road,

New Delhi 110 001.

Year of Publication: 2001. No. of pages 447. Price Rs.595

Reviewed by
Major General (Retd.) E. D'Souza, PVSM, Defence analyst, China watcher

and a freelance writer.

realistically. After the Lrsual introduction
to this work laying out the crux of this
complex problem, the author rightly
takes one to of the major issues leading
to this 'Protracted Contest'between the
two claimants for tl're leadership of Asia
and that is Tibet and its continuing effect
on Indo-Chinese relations, from days
of yore till today.

It is unfortunate tl'rat we tend to
ignorc this problem of a country that
provided a shield to Indian security. As
a nation we tend to forget that with
Tibet as a sovereign nation many of our
security problems with China would be
reduced. The author rightly draws the
readers' attention to the fact that it was
Pandit Nehru who was the architect of
this major political blunder by
withdrawing meekly from Tibet
without reaching some sort of
agreement regarding what is now a

major Chinese presence and possibly
of thc cthnic cleansing of Tibet. The
author is right when he places on record
the Herculean efforts of the Chinese to
develop communicatior-rs overland by
road and now rail, conferring on it the
ability to move large forces and so to
compound our security problems.

It is rightly said that by the Han
prescnce in Tibet, the Chinese arc
indirectlv helping their ally Pakistan in
that r,r'c arc no\^, cor-npcllcd b dcploy
forccs otr tl'rc Indo-Tibe t border in
sr rlrsta rrti a l rr rrrnlrr..rs. Tlr,..r'r t:ir n llc Ii ttlc
doubt that sirrcc. lrrdcpcnclcrrcc, hidia has

gcncrally igrrored onr Asian neighbours
kr thc East giving China a lead that rve
rnay firrd clifficult to rcach. lt is onl1,
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now that we have realized this fact of
life and have changed our focus of
national interests to ASEAN and
Myanmar. It is a revelation to the
concerned in India, for instance, to Bauge
the progress, nay inroads, China has
made into our strategic neighbour
Myanmar on the plea that India tends
to be overpowering with its smaller
Asian neighbours. And the reasons
given by the author are not figments
of imagination but based very much on
ground realities.

China has constructed two major
roads from Yunnan to link up with the
old Ledo Road leading into Eastern
India, and the second that cuts right
across the heart of Myanmar to Yangon
(Rangoon) and the Chinese developed
port of Kyaukpyu providing China with
an overland outlet to the Bay of Bengal.

The author has done a major
service to India by stressing the
importance of an Indian naval/n'rilitary
presence in the Bay of Bengal and the
southern Indian Ocean through which
China's sea lanes cross get access to
West Asian oil; the Suez Canal and
Karachi, Pakistan's only maior
developed port which China sees as

important for the security of Pakistan.
Overland route-s from mainland China
tl'rrough the Mintaka and Khunjerab
I'asscs are uncconomical and of limite'd
capacity.

Thr.rs, the lrrdian (lo'"'erttmctrt's
decision to dc'veloP the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands into a full-fledged Tri-
S,,-r'u'icc Command has not cttmt- a day
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too soon. Though in the comparative
table on naval strengths India takes
second position, the author sensibly
points out that to enter this area of
rivalry is difficult for China from its
mainland ports whereas for India
supply lines are much shorter. This is
also one of the reasons why China is
exerting its influence on Myanmar so

that it can gain access to airfields in that
country in the event of a conflict with
its arch rival India. This will cut short
tangibly, flying time into Indian air
space without the need for air refueling.

The autl'ror examines Chinese
efforts to undermine Indian influence
in Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesl'r and even
Sri Lanka and Seychelles. By so doing
rl'e are reminded that we need to pay
far greater importance to these
countries by assiduously reducing that
highly resented big brother attitude.
John Garver covers in infinite detail and
perspicacity a wide spectrum of issues
relating to Sino Indian relations
including inter alia: The Tibetan factor
in the context of the Dalai Lama; the
long standing territorial dispute a legacy
of George MacMahon; the simmering
rivalry between the two most populous
nations in Asia, one a democracy and
the other a communist State; The
implications arising from interest in the
border states of Nepal, Sikkim and
Bhutan; the importance of Myanmar as

Mt'moirs can be drrll or loring;
lhitV catr itlsO btt p()llrlrolrs;rlrrl sr'lf'
nilsortring. Onc scldor-u c()nrcs acr()ss

r-rremoirs which are irrtert'sting and yet
not sc.lf-ctrrtercd. The prescnt book No
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a backdoor to China; the nuclear
equation; and the prospects of a d4tente

between the two Asian giants.

Interestingly, there have been
attempts to ease tensions between the
two countries in the recent past but so
long as Tibet remains a festering sore
and the long border of over 3000 kms
in the East remains, the cl'rances of such
a rapprochement are not very bright.
In the light of our obsession with
Pakistan there is a warning that
emerges from this excellently
documented book and that is we should
not assume that we can ignore China,
be it on land or sea. Whereas the
Russians are floating the idea of a

Russia-India-China axis ostensibly to
prevent the economic and later military
recolonization of Asia, the prospects of
a qualitative change in the relations
between the People's Republic of China
and the Democratic Republic of India
need careful study. Readers need to
read the analysis made by Lieutenant
General (Retd.) Vijay Shankar, a defence
analyst, "Engage The Dragon" on the
edit page of Asian /ge (December 27)
where he rightly warns that wl'rile a

rapprochement is desirable we must
never let our guard down, Be that as

it may, China's aid to Pakistan should
never be brusl'red aside as the autl'ror
so pointedly brings out. In the larger
power ecluation, China will continue to

support Pakistan in every way it can
as a convenient pawn against a possibly
resurgent India and the proof is in the
eating as China makes attempts to
establish a naval presence in Karachi and
in the Bay of Bengal by befriending
Myanmar. Garver covers this view in
Figure 8.1 on Page 238 wherein he
analyses Sino-Pakistani Military
exchanges between 1985 and 1994.This
is onc reason why the Governme'nt's
decision to establish a stronS Tri-Service
Command in the Andamans needs to
be applauded.

To support his views on this
'Protracted Conflict', the reader is
helped to understand this prickly
problem between these Asian giants
tlrrough ten tables covering inter alia:
Nepal's foreign aid; the delinking of
Sino-Pakistani relations and Sino-Indian
relations; evolution of China's position
on Kashmir; Sino-Myanmar military
exchanges; comparison of the Indian
and Chinese navies and rate of
expansion; Sino-Bangladesl-ri military
exchanges; and Sino-Sri Lankan military
exchanges. One can unhesitatingly
recommend without a shadow of doubt
the value of this thoroughly well
researched book to all concerned Indians
interested in India's national security.
What is more, the contents pertain to
today and not only yesterday.
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'l'rrtrnptets or Ilrrglc.s - ll.ecollactions of nrt

!lttn\trrttrttrt /irrlrrr lrv l. Il. I)'S,,rrz'r is,rrr

exampric. it docs trot [-riorv trttnrpc.ts ttr
bugles fol self or any otre else, but voices

collccrlls of a rJtrtiftrl citizcn and a

Freedont First Julv'Septentber 2003

c<lnscierrtious bureattcrat.

Thc irook atrlv ca tchcs the
esscllce of contemporary public lifc'and
political crtlttrrc'. It takL.s, and "'cry



eifortlessly, the reader from the
lcisurely atmosphcre of Khotachiwacli,
r.l'here "L.veryone minded everyonc
t'lse's business" to the impersonal
trurearrcratic officcs, n'hcrc persorral
irrtcrest oftcll takes precc'cicnce ovcr
putrlic goocl. It actluaints thc re'adc'r lr'ith
thc intricacies of political games and

Prcssures orr public office. Therc is alscr

,r P;rinfLll realisatiorr that thc dreanrs of
thc p-rcoplc irt our nation are vcry
fragilc, and can get easily shattercd by
those in porve.rful positions. Thotrgh
I)'Souza aclopts the fornr trf personal
narration, the volume is rrot mcrc.ly a

personal record, L.ut is also a rt'alistic
pictrrrc of changing political ethos and
clcclining values of public life. It preserrts
vivid and lively scenes of l'relplessrress
of people, rvayrn'ardness of the seniors,
irrterference of the politicians in tl'rc
cfficient working of thc' system and
inserrsitivity arrd apathy of politicians
as rvell as officcrs.

The author's experiences present
an amazing swcep of situations, both
irr terms of location as well as issues.
l{c' has worked in many places in
diverse positions - from a remote place
likc Charrdrapur (a place of
'punishment' for officers) to Mumbai,
the cosmopolitan commercial capital of

Vasarrt Moon is a well-known
nanle in the Dalit world. The
M.r ha rash tra Got'ernnrent's
unclcrtakirrr to bring otrt thc n'ritirrgs
.rncl thc sPecchcs of Dr. Babasahclr
r\ttrbcclk;rr tvits ctrtrttstcc'l t. it
(onrnritte(r ol tu,'cntv [ive Pcrsorrs 0l
tr'hrll SIrri Vasarrt Mtrorl n'its tlrt.( )ftir-t'r'
()rt 5|ttl.il I)ul\'. I ie .tttc1 ltts tc.lnl (1rr'l

.r rvotttlet'Itrl j,lrLr trn this P1iyjg61.
"(lrotlitrr: Ul. Ultt,ttrchitttle in Inclia" is
tlro .tr,rtrr[.io{r;rplrv of Shr-i Vas;rnt N4oorr.

India. He had occasions kr deal rvith
issrre's like water, housing, settlement
of refugees, commurral harnrony and
developmcnt of a nerv city. I{c has
Lrravcly faccd difficult situations, bc it
protecting thc carnvnn of rt'fugccs
rluring thc violt-nt clavs of the l'}artition,
or be it confronting the agitatcci
stu c-lents o f thc lrtlara thrvada Urri 

"'ersi 
ty,

or cl'rallenging Thackarev's provocative
n'orcls durin1; the 1992-93 clistttrbauces
iu Mnmbai, his strategy of trsing the
mc.dia to pllce thc sitrtation bc-fore tht'
affected citizcns, n'hcn, as BEST General
Managcr, he facecl a strike led by
Gcorl;e Fernandcs, are just a ferv
examples of thc strength of a

detcrnri rred administra tor. ll is sti.rncl orr

the issue of liquor permits is another
cxample of his ability to catch the btrll
by thc horns. Though he expresses a

srrspicion that he stole his n'ay into the
civil scrvice, he in fact, emergc's, by his
rvork, as an efficient, meticulous, l'ronest
and impartial adnrinistrator rvith a

strong sc'nse of duty and valnes.

The rluestiorr raised regarding the
dr.rties of n civil sc-rvant and his relations
n'ith his political bosscs are of crtrcial
importance. D'Souza muses: Is a senior
civil servant right to invoke cxtra-mural
support in an effort k) protect the public

interest against venality? Where must
his loyalty lie? Is his version of public
interest to prevail over that of his
political bosses?

'Ihe book makes delightful
reading; hard realitic's are pre-sented in
a forthright and candid way. Thc
lucidity of his stylc rnakes it more
inrpressivc atnd interestinc. Onc
encourrters many situations, ofterr
uneuviable, and gets cle-ar glimpses of
the corridors of pou'er. One also meets
cclcbrities, lcaders, politiciarrs, officers
and profcssors too! The list include.s
Irrdira Gandhi, Morarji Desai, Sir Shah
Narvaz Bhutto, S. G. Barve arrd Prof.
Merle Fainsod. D'Souza has faced, with
grit and courage, a nunrber of critical
situations, many leading to success and
some ending in failure. For example, he
candidly accepts that their vision of the
Nerv Bonrbay Project did not
mate'rialise. He takes both success and
failures in his stridc with equaninrity
and without fuss.

The book reflects the eventful
life of the rvriter; straightforn'; rd in
approach, transparent in dealings, rich
in experience and essentially mearringful.
It provides a delightful and enriching
treat to all its readers.
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has bee'n translatc-d irrto English by Dr.
(Mrs) Gail ()rnvcdt, a scholar, an
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MahirraslrtriIu sr)cii1I activist. .Anothcr
fanr()us sclrollr Illr'irrror Zclliot hus
rtt'ittctr iut rrrtrtlrluctl()n t() tltr' i)()ok.
Firtlt lr,tlt' nt,1ilr. stu,l\,,,i rl,rltt:; th,'ir'
sl )(lcl,l I lsl)l .

I lt,: ,rtrtrrbior;r'aPlly is lrlsc.l on
tlit'cxpelirrrcc oi \/asltrt l\4oon, an

l" r'' e r.l o r r t /rils1 .,It 1 r'-.Sc 7t l. :: r n,!.' c r 2 (.1 0 ! I

untouchable, in the Hindu society. It is
we'll-known that the untouchables
strffcred nunlcrous traumas in prc-
British tin-rcs. Thc I'eshrva rttlc of thc
FJr.ihmirrs irr Maharashtra cowccl and
intitnirjatccl Mahirrs .1ncl othcr
rrntorrchablcs by strLrjccting tl'rcnr ttr

i tt n t t ttrcntblt: ltt r rni I i.r ti, rrrs. I)tr rin'.; thr'

tirnc rrf ['cshrr'a rulc, the Maltars ncre
allowccl to t:utcr I)unc, thc capital city
oi thc I'eshn'as otrly lt hiqh trootr rt'hctr

thcy ci'tst tto -shitcltlrr'. Thcv u'erc
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forbidden c.ntry bctrveen 9 a.m. and 5

p.m. for fear that their shadow could
fall on a high caste person and pollute
hinr. They wcre not allowed to enter
Hindu temples for the'same reason.
Numerous cases of similar ill treatnrcnt
of urrtouchables in prc-British lndia have
been extensively recorded by several
scholars. The book by Vasant Moon
gives us first-hand c'xperie'nce of an
trntor-rchable'. Today many untouchables
use the term Dalit with pridc to denote
a people liberated fronr the idea of
pollution although they arc still
suppressed.

Vasant Moon livcd most of his
life in a aasti,(an "urban ne.ighborhood"
or "urban slun'r") knowrr as Maharpur
in Nagpur. He lived as a Dalit boy in
the slum the dirt and povcrty of which
is a reality even today. Moon narrates
how he begged, "Oh, nradarn, give us
a piece of bread". Often the response
lvas, "Hey, rlrn or I'll rvhip your ass!"
Moon knerv hunger. He writes, "Once
again we'll have to go to sleep hungry.
I slurp cold water into nry stomach to
still the pangs of hunger and throw
nryself don'n on the ve'randa. My cycs
close. Sleep doesn't come". Moon also
gratefully remembers thc generous
hearts that used to give hinr fresh food
lvhenever he came- rvith an empty
bortl. This food hc' sharcd rvith his
mother and sistc'r.

Dalit history in Maharashtrir is
very much shaped by Ambedkar's
movL'ment. In 1927, Ambe'dkar
conducted the famor-rs satyagraha at
Mahad to establish tl'rc right of access
of thc clcprcsscc-l classcs tt) prllblic placcs.
ln 1929, hc piorrccrcd thc satyagrtrha
at Nasik for tcmprlc entry for
r.rntouchables. Whcn all this failed,

Ambedkar painfully realized tl'rat within
Hinduism the untouchables would
never be able to obtain equal status and
receive just treatment. He rvas also
convinced that individual and group
mobility was difficult for untouchables
within the IIindu social systenr. In this
context he saw two possibilities for
social emancipatiorr: political unity of
untouchables and an eil r,r/rssc

conversion. Hence, hc declared in '1935

at the Yeola Confcrence: "Though l
l'rave beerr born a Hindu, I shall not dic'
as a Hindu".

Vasant Moon, who grew up in
this socio-political context, recalls how
the above movement of Ambedkar
influencc'd his life. He writes, "People
gathered in the evenings, and one
person would read the news aloud so
that everyone could discuss it. People
began to reflect on Ambedkar's call to
leave Hinduism". Moon and other boys
of his childhood went from house to
house explaining to the Mahars
Ambedkar's call for conversion and
instructing them not to celebrate Hindu
festivals.

On 14 October 1956, after long
delibc'ratiorr and conscious choice,
Anrbedkar took his cliksln at Nagpur at
9.30 a.m. Asse'nrble'd were about fivc'
lakh Mahars, who all corrverte'd to
Bucld hism on tha t do y. Moo rr

rernembL'rs well the cvent aud rc'lates

his personal expericnces of what took
place orr that memorable day.

Ambcdkar reiL'ctcd the position
of Gandhi with regard to caste and its
rcforur. Candhi fclt that thc ancierrt
Hinclr-rs hacl already achievcd an ideal
srrcial systt'nr rvith uarun utlnaastltn.
According kr Gandhi, "The lart' of unrtn

means that everyone rvill follow as a
matter of dharma the hereditary calling
of his forefathers ... he will earn his
livelihood by following that calling". In
contrast, Arnbedkar believed that an
ideal socicty had yet to be achieved in
India. For him, the priority was not
nraking "Hinduism" or Hindu society
"shirre forth" but building a new, erlual,
free-, open, non-hierarchical, modern
India.

The young Ambedkarite Dalits
knew the ideological differcnces
between Gandhi and Ambedkar.
Moon, who was an arderrt Ambedkarite,
recalls an incident, which took placr'
whe'n Gandhi visited Nagpur. "Gandhiji
went on the stage, everything was
quiet. But when he rose to speak, some
of the Ambedkarite students in the
audience stood up and began to shout,
"Long live Ambedkar! Bhim Raj is
coming soon!"

Thus in his autobiography
Vasant Moon makes it possible for the
reader to gain an insight into a life full
of excitement and struggle for the Dalit
causc. In the Vasti of Maharpur in
Nagpur he spent his childhood and
youth. Hc're he learnt his lessons of life
as a Dalit, the public activities of the
Mahar community fed him, enlarged his
horizons and sharpened his social
consciousness. He left Nagpur dtre to
his job, yet he used to visit his un.sli

evcry one or two months to have a

darshau. His uninterrupted contact with
his native place helped him cultivate
friendships and remain rooted in Dalit
soil.

This book rvill Lre valuccl by all
rvho are interested in the'Dalit issuc and
thc Ambedkarian movenrcnt.

ln any democratic country, after such a monumental failure
of administration as Patna witnessed on Monday last, the
government would have resigned. But in this country we are
past masters in covering up things and making alibis and
scapegoats. But it is time we corrected direction.

Javaprakash NaraYan
Everyrnan, March 3U, l9/4
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Many countries are involved in
the research and manufacture of
biological and chemical weapons. Some
have invented group specific bacte'ria
and viruses that will attack 'them' and
will be ineffective against'us.' Israelite
specific, White farmer specific pathogens
can wipe out Israel and the white
farmers of Zimbabwe. No need of
suicide bombings or attacking white
farmersl Biological warfare and bio-
terrorism are here! We have to take
notice of this alarming menace, create
awareness and alertness among our
people and educate them as to how to
react to occurrences of bio-terrorists'
attacks. This is what the authors attempt
to do in part II of the book, 'Biological
Warfare.'

Like the nuclear race, the
biological weapons racc too is widening
and sharpening. Nations accuse each
other of producing and stock-pilirrg
biological weapons and covertly
continue their own researcl-: and
production programnes. However
sometimes sane voices seem to prevail.
Nations take notice of this impending
danger and the need to put a stop to
the rescarch and manufactrrring of thcsc-

ivcap()r'rs. In 1969 I'resident Nixon
stoppcd all offensive biological and
toxin weapons rcsearch and production
by an executive order. Latc.r, all stock

Piles of biological agents and nrunitiotrs
were destroyed. In 1972, many
countries including US, USSR and lraq
signcd the Biological Weapons
Convcntion.

Af tcr this prel inri nary cliscttssion
rrI bio-tt't tLir isnr, Ilre .rutltors ijivc
dctailcd infornration rcgarcling 28

. -1. - rl

orgitnisms uscr-l in tlrt' ar;cuts thal cattst:

rvidc sprcad illness, nroclc t'ri sprcad, thc
closlgc that c:rn Provc lcthal, clinic.rl

K. Bhtrshan and G. Katiyal claim,
in tire'brief preface to this book, that it
provides a thoughtful and
conlprehensive analysis of the hiskrrical
motives for accluiring and possible usc
of the-se weapons c'rf mass killing. They
also claim to provide insight into the
challenge these weapons pose and
influence policy makers as regards the
secrrrity of their corrntries.

Tl'rey cite a number of historical
facts to illustrate how evcn in ancient
timc's, altl'rough in very rudinrentary
fornr, biological and chemical \\'capons
were used to kill enenries. The nuclear
phenomenon of atonric fission and
fnsion rve're not discovercd in the
ancient and historical periods. Nuclear
rveapons are the latest contribution of
scic.nce and technology to the war
industry of nrass killing.

The authors cliscuss the thrc'e'
tyPcs of warfare in tl'rrec scParirtc parts.
In part I thc'y give a ltrcid account of
thc genesis of nuclear physics. They
explain various theorie's and models of
atomic structrlrc to enable the common
reader to understand the samc including
thc fanrotrs ctluation E = MC]. Thty
havr' cxplairrcd a rrtrmbcr of facts and
phcrromcna r>f nuclear physics. E.g. the

L)hel1()mena of nrrclcar fission and iusion
in rruclc'ar h'eapons arrd nuclear rcactors,
thtr frrsion that rlcctrrs in the. surr and
the possibility of using the reaction of
fusion to produce clean trnlimited
energy ()lr earth for htrman
constrnrptiorr.

Thc iirst part of the book
L'rrul.lcs thc rcatlt'r to unr'lcrstnnti thc
risks of rrtrclcal Prolift'r:rtion ancl tht'
tlrr,' rl ,r[ '1,, '1".- r'" r,\';. "- 

(]'.:.1!

nnclrf,rr clcvicr.s cJn l.t'fa[rricatccl bv
tcrrtrrist gr()tlps 11rl pll6gql in strbrvays,
rl( )\'t'nr nrcn t btr il cl i n gs .r rrtl othcr prrtrlic

plact's or even in nuclcar power plants.
There are other eclually frightening
problems like the physical protection of
nuclear materials and retired rvarheads,
prevention of nuclear theft and
thwarting tcrrorists' efforts in making
nuclear weapons. Thanks to the
Internet, access to information is easy.
Given the resources and materials, even
college students can make crude atom
bombs that can easily create panic. Non-
proliferation laws restrain plutonium
extraction in the US. But the extraction
of plutonium from US supplied nuclear
fuel merrily goes on in other countries
in Europe and also in Japan. Instead of
making colrcerted efforts to soive these
problcms, " the US has given political
interests with allies clear precedence
ove'r its obvious security interest in
making sure that its nuclear fuel exports
do not end up as rl'eapons-usable
plutonium in world commerce."

Despitc the obvious risks and
dangers some people believe that it is
necessary for a nation to possess nuclear
weapons, euphernistically called nuclear
deterrents. One cannot forget the
cuphoria displayed by Indians over the
rccent nrrclear tcsts. Defcnsc expcrts
belicvc that posscssing nr,rclc.rr
rveapons, in fact, prevent wars, as
nr.ithc'r side rvould dare take the risk
of devastating nuclear strikcs. But the
fnct rcmains that India and Pakistan did
go to war immediately after they both
demonstrated their nuclear capacity.

Chaptcrs 18 tct 27 of part I give
thc hiskrrv ancl currcnt statr-rs of nrrclcar
arscnals posscsscd by Brit;rirr, China,
liranct, lndia. I'itkistatr irnd Sr:uth Aft'ir:.t.
It is intt'rcstins to notc that thtt authors
,i1"' 

' l.l,".,1.,, l-1,,,

tlt'r'clop1111111, trigr:crint aud cxplosiou
of rruclcar dcviccs by Pakistan in May
I 9c)ti.

Freerlotrt ["irst J ulv- Septr: mher 20()3 -tc



feahrres of the illness caused, diagnostic
findinl;s and medical managemcnt. The
last one includes information regarding
rvhether an effective vaccine is available
as also prophylactic treatment. All this
irrformation is difficult to renrember for
a non-medical person but is certainly
very important for healtl'r service
providers n'l'ro ought to gc'ar themselves
up for the eventuality of a bio-terrorist
a ttack.

One perplexing fact that canrc'to
nry notice is that this whole part II of
the book is printed as arlother book
written by L.R.Reddy and published by
the samc publishers in the samc year.
Norvhc're is a mention madL'of this fact
in either of the books.

The purpose of part III of tl're
book, in the words of the authors is,
'to provide a snrall and concise
handbook for the attendees at the
Me.dical Management of Chemical
Casualties Course, (but) not a definitive
text.' It certainly is just a manual for
hcalth service providers!

Here one finds a short history
of chemical vr'arfare and earlier attcmpts
like tlre Brussels Convention of 7874,
the Hague Convention of 1899 and 1907

to curb it. Significantly both these

conventions rvere not signed by the US.
Chc'micals were used as weapons since
the beginning of history. Germany
started research and fabrication of
chemical weapons because it suspected
France was doing so. When the weapons
are lnade, one l'las got to test them. The
first and second r,r.orld rvars and the
subserlucnt localized wars provided
ample opportunity kr do so. Five types
of chemical agents, r'i2., nen'e agL.l1ts,

vesicants, cyanide, lung damaging
agents and riot controlling agents, are
described in detail. Germany used
chemical agcnts agairlst the enemy and
at times eve'n against friendly troops in
order to study their effects. Many
German commanders refused to use
chemical weapons in their theatres. So
the German I{igh Conrmand chose
Ypres for testing. During the First World
War, in their second attack on the
Russian front on June '12,79'15 they used
chemical weapons. But unfortunately
for them, the wind changed direction
and the German soldiers panicked, as
their High Commands had notprovided
thc-m with gas masks! Thre'e subsequent
chemical attacks caused an unknown
number of Russian casualties and
Germany itself lost 3000 soldiers!

Both the authors seem to be
American Indians and write from the

American point of view, although this
'breakthrough book' (as claimed by thc,
authors in their preface) is published in
India.

Since September 11, sane- voices
in the USA, have started rethinkir.rg.
They are trying to understand rvhy
they suddenly find themselves ' facing
an uncertain fate at the hands of a
mysttrious and wrathful entity' ancl
where did they go wrong. Chris Colin,
in his article, "Poison of the Mind",
October 3, 2001 reproduced in L. R.
Reddy's book on Bio-terrorisnr, asks,
'one of which sins couldn't we be
forgiven? Was it McDonald? All those
terrible movies? Greed? Was it the way
we sometimes lose sight of what's
meaningful?' It is much more than this.
It is tl're American domination of the
world through the IMF, WTO,
Intellectual property rights and Patent
Regime (remember Basmati rice and
Haldi?), Globalization, not signing
International Treaties regarding nuclear
and chemical weapons - all in the namc
of An'rerican interest, above the interest
of tl're rest of humanity. Inste'ad of going
into a shell and protecting only
American li','es, in the way shorvn by
the authors, Americans would be safer
if they give a thought to what they are
doing to the world.

ff-,

This volume puts togethcr thc
papers presented at a seminar at the
Indian Institute of Advance Studics in
Shimla. The objective of tlrc'workshop
rvas to elucidate an indigcrrous theory
of feminism by attenrpting a more
holistic intcr-prctatiorr tlf tradition, arrcl
(l nr()rc lncli.ur utrtlerst,rtrtlitrg oI
nroelcrnity. Thc raciicirl fcmirrisrrr of thc

IEMINISN{, TRADITION AND MODERNITY
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Year of Publication: 2002. Pages: 436. Price: Rs.600

Reviewed by
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stressed. Horvcve'r, thc varit-rus
contributors do not use the terms
"feminisnr, hadition, moder-nity" in the

same sensc or in the same historical
context. Hence rvhat finally enrcrges is

a wide spcctrunr of perspc'ctives, frtlnr
sorrrc tlrritr. conscrvativc, and cvcn
LreIlr.rl,s s()nie\\'h.lI tlt.rtti iItistic ()11cs, t()

othcrs much morc progrcssivc ancl

happenc'd at workshop, is not recorde'd

here and so the kind of conclusions that
might havc' come from such an
c'ncounter are missing.

Terms likc feminisn'r, tradition
a tr tl nrtrcl c'rni ty rclrrcscn t mtr I ti -r'a I ia n t
L'()ric\rpts, nrtrIti-.1inrcnsirtuaI pcrspec-
tivcs ancl nrulti-r,ocal r,r'ords. There is

r \ !51 ,r ,(ir rt5 r.rLll \ iLl.l.'r |,\, lli.'.'r , !.iL. .,

arrtl ctrttsutlcrisnr is rcjecte e-l as a t nsis

for such a vcrttrrrc, rvlrilc at thc sanrc

tinre thc ptrsitivc asPccts of trirclitiorr arc

't6

. . ' - 'i)

scr' thcse va t ierl pcrs1.1'cti vcs i rr tcr'-acti It g

u'ith t'ach othcr, for thc cliscussitrn that
rnight havc takcrr pllcr:, as rvtrttlri ltlve
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rtiorlcnrity or tratlitiotr, citl'rcr in tht'
u'cstt'rtr or tlrc lrrdic contcxt, rvhethcr
this trc ancicttt or cottteurptlrary. Atrv



esselltialism n'ith regard to such
complex understandings, loses the
context, and becomes completely
ahistorical. This readily leads to
absolutising either the text or thc
traclition which then rc'adily falls into
frrndamentalisnrs and extremisms of
varions kirrcls, whether radical feminist
or cultural nationalist, depending on the

Political a1;cnda that is being pushed,
though here therc is a ccrtain distancing
fronr the first and an inclination to thc
second.

The volume is dividcd into four
sections. The first dcals with the
"Obsession rvith the West: Retrieving
the Indian". The ne'xt section, "A
fourney through the Literature", is by
far the best in the volume, perhaps
because seven out of the eight essays
are by women, who se-em to have a

greater sensitivity to contextualising
issues regarding feminism. The third
section is devoted to the "Dharma-
sastra's: Fetters or Freedom?" The last
section is about "Braving the
Challenges" that confront gender issues
today.

Tl're difficulty with inter-preting
or ratl'rer reinterpreting any tradition
is that whether textual t>r otherr,r'isr.,
tradition is ncr.'er static, cspecially when
it is scc.n in its context, which must
includc not just thc autlror, the reader
and both their respective situations, but
also the continuing interpretations and
comments through the inventing time,
whicl'r together make up the totality of
a 'tradition'. The most critical thing,
ho1^'L-\'er, once such a cr.rrrtcxt of thc
text is thus enlargc'd, is for thc
interpreter and/or the re'ader to be cluite
clear about r.r'here they position
themselves because this rvill define their
context and thc'rvay the hadition is rcad.
Thus the vLiry same tradition, textual
or otherwise, can be intcrprete'd in
multiple ways from diffcrcnt stand-
points. Obvior.rsly a fenrinist pcrspcctivc
orr tradition mrrst locatc itsclf within a

gcrrdcr scnsitivity that rvill privilcuc tht'
concL.rns of womcrr, ancl it is prccisclv
tllt' ttroct tlis,trlvattl.rgr'rl rvrrttlr'lt tlt;tl
()uc mLlst cxpress soliclaritv with, sirrcc
thr:sc arr' thc orrts that havc srrffcrcd
tlorc frtlr.rr patriarchal tritcliiitlns.
Itttlcecl, if this is ttt bc reirrtcrprctcd in

a more liberative and gender just way,
it is precisely these women, who suffer
a double or a triple jeopardy of caste,
class and gender, whose position and
situation ne.eds to be taken seriorrsly.

In this context Gandhi's talisman
of 'the lilst Indian' is relevant. If this in
fact was our perspective on interpreting
our tradition, rvhe-ther rvith rcgard to
gender or modernity, or with regard
to our rrational developnrent and the
various issues and problems it raises,
perhaps we n'ould have a much more
viable sense of not just continuity with
tl're past, but hope for the future, and
the sense of genuine freedom and
autononry in regard to both in the
present.

It is precisely here that the
volume' under review seems to waffle.
And one gets the impression that it is
tradition that is being salvaged, rather
tlran women who are being liberated.
But if this is not the intension of the
conhibutors or of the editor, then, given
the ambiguities and the anomalies
involved, a clear affirmation on this
would have stood the volume in good
stead. For if you want to affirm the
human then we must admit that "the
Sabbath is for man and not man for the
Sabbath".

Among of the ambiguities that
need to be clarified is the apparent
identification of modernity witl'r
westernisation. If hadition is plural, then
certainly modernity is multiple, and
westernisation might represent just one
of the nrany modcrnities that arc
evolvirrg. In the western world itself the
rl'ay Latin America is cooping with
modernity is certainly very clifferent
from the way North America is, or in
the third world, the way the.two Koreas
are, or the tr.r'o Chinas once did, is quite
distinct from each other, as also the way
the various countries in south or south-
e'ast Asia lrave clonc.

At tinrt's tltr'\r sr'r'ttts to bt'it
misrcading of wcstcrn hiskrry, wherr for
in<Lrrr,-,' n1.1111!qq!1'1'1rr'ss i( frr.,',.1 1.. -L

lll the \\'ay t() Sodonr arrcl Comorrah
(p.32), u'hich ra,'c're acttr-ally part of a

Prc-Judaic micl-e-astcrn civilisation! Orr
thc corrtrary all thc s'ay from thc
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ancient Manicheans right to the
medieval Puritans and into the modern
Vickrrian age, the sexual suppression,
especially of women, was more the rule
than the exception in tl.re west as is
most pre-modc.rn patriarchal societies.
In fact one can see the present
perntissil'eness in rvestern socit'ty as
precisely a reaction to this. Arc' we
perhaps not sec'ing the' beginnings of
such a reaction in our own society? And
do we not have a complex history of
sexuality in our own lndic civilisation,
from the renunciatiorr of our ancient
rishis and sadhus to the exuberance of
the Kamsutra and Khajurao, from the
strict asceticism of Jaina and Buddhist
monks and nuns to the moderation of
the sufis and bhaktis, not to mention
the multitude of godman of all kinds
with a multiplicity of orientations in our
own day?

A critical understanding of our
history and tradition will certainly open
to a fulfilling destiny, while an uncritical
or chauvinist one will only condemn us
to a wretched fate. That is why history
must be open to prophesy and vice
versa; the present must be sensitive to
both the past and future. So too must
the universal be concretised in the
parlicular and the particular operr to the
universal, just as globalisation must be
complemented by locali-sation and vice
versa. Exclusive dichotomies truncate
and negate, inclusive dialogues
synthesise and enrich. In conclusion then
an indigenous theory of feminism
cannot isolate itself from women's
movements in other places and at other
times, even as it grounds and
contextualises itself in a particular
situation. For in the final analysis
gencler justice must not negate universal
fundamental human rights, even as

these cannot be effective unless they are

contex-tualised and rooted in particular
situations. This precisely underlines the
need for indigenous theories and
localiscd mtlvcments, in rvhich bttth
global arrd the local con're together in
syncrgics anc-l nrt'rrot dichokrmist'd inttr
contraciicti<lns.

In poi111i11g to traelition and
modt-rnity as the contcxt for an
indigcnorrs ft:rninism this volttnrt: has

takerr a ste'p forrvard. Ancl hr-'rein lies



tl're importance of the book. However
it still remains a somewhat faltering
step, since it seems to be looking
backward while moving forward, using
rear view mirror to drive a vehicle
forward, as Marshall Mcluhan once
said about coping witl'r the rapid social
change that the media re'volution l'ras

brought! Any creative effort towards
.rn indigenous theory of feminism
would require an incisive critique of
modernisation in its prcsc'nt avatar in

this country. But to do this one must
not idealise or romanticise the past, one
must be critical of both modernity and
tradition. Only this will lead to a new
creativity that is both grounded in the
past and open to the future, one that
neither escapes into the past or into the
future, but engagc's with the present
constructively. Not surprisingly it is
mostly the rvomen corrtributors in thc
volume who are more sure footed with
regard to affirming a contemporary

gender justice, than the men here seem
to be with regard to distancing
themselves from traditional pahiarchy.

This volume is certainly
recommended to those concerned with
indigenous feminism, especially to
those who would want to take the
second step on the long journey still
ahcad to gendcr equity in our ct,r ,,r, ,

could have ignored what happened
inside the Assembly and saved the
situation of stalemate.

By citing various cases, the
author has brought out the conflict
between Parliament's powers to amend
tl're Constitution and the Court's
authority for judicial review. The power
to amend the Constitution is best left
to the legislature.

Certain legislations have
col'rferred on the Tribunals tl're final
authority to decide cases. The judiciary
is trnwilling to arrogate the jurisdiction
to re-decide the issue which has been
committed for decision. At the same
time the Court has made it clear that
it will review administrative decisions
on grounds of jurisdictional errors and
violations of the principles of natural
justice.

Tl're author examines witl'r
lucidity the issues of self restraint by
tl'rc Courts, an area n'hcrc the cottrts
havc' not bc'en consistc.rrt. There seems
r,. t.,,,r,\'.1.".-jl.!,.,'.,.rrlerr1firr1 frtr tlrg

:::i:':J::: 
assertion of jrrriscliction in
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In a federal system, the judiciary
has to perform the task of interpreting
the ct'rnstitution, adjudication and
judicial review of adminishative actions.
ln some cases, the iudiciary appears to
have taken thc' role of law maker. Tl're
book examines whether
- The judiciary has confined itself

within the limitations imposed by
the legal system, and

- it has adopted a consistent and wise
policy with regard to auto-
limitations.

Thc' e'ssential principles of sepa-
ration of legislativc, adrninistrative and

ludicial functions are incorporated in our
Constitution. The earliest case of con-
flict between the legislature and courts
occurred on the issue of agrarian re-
forms. The courts held that adequacy
of compensation was subject to the
Court's intervention and were accused
of being right n'iug. Thc Supremc
Court statcd that compensation should
not be arbitrary or illtrsory. The laws
regarding al3rarian rcforms and land
cciling providc cxamplcs of both jrrdi-
cial rcstraint and judicral acti',,rsr-n.

Justice llhagvvati observcd:

A cr.rnstitutional amendnrent is
liable to be declared irrvalid to tl'rc cxtent

48

to wl'rich it damages or destroys the
basic structure of the constitution by
according protection against violation
of any particular fundamental right.

The Courts have not been keen
in asserting jurisdiction in tl're acts of
the President and Governors. In the
case of Privy Purses, tl'rc majority
ludges tried to enforce morality but at-
tempted to give it a legal garb. The
Supreme Court upheld the action of the
President of India in retiring Justice
Mitter who allegedly gave a wrong date
of birth. The remedy for misuse of Ar-
ticle 356 lics in introducing constihrtional
safeguards rather than burdening the'
judiciary with chc'cking it.

The constitutiol'l excludes jrrdicial

review of electoral process and
legislative process. By far, the Courts
have been observing due restraint in
the fornrer case. With regard to the
legislative proccss, cases have arisen
wherc the Court had to intervr'ne like
tlic casc of Spcakcr of Haryana
Asscmbly adjorrrnirrg the Assembly and
ilt, C. . r': ir '. r "'\,r" ',.;'..' ;+ -Fl. 

'

Speakcr rgain atljorrrrrcd it.Thc cotrrt
held thc summoning of thc Asscmbly
as legal btrt bills passcd as illegal since
thc'Speakcr had adjourne.d it. Thc Court
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