


Dr. lndumati Parikh
Dr. lndumati Parikh was one of

the pillars of the Radical Humanist
Movement. She was the Chair-
person of the lndian Radical
Humanist Association (IRHA) for a
number of years.

Coming lrom a family of
lreedom lighters lndutai, to her
friends, she came in contact with
M. N. Roy, when he was conducting
study classes in Pune and was
attracted to his ideas and philo-
sophy. Another young man who

was influenced by M. N. Roy was Govardhan Parikh. lndutai
and Prof. Parikh married and settled down in Mumbai. Prof .

G. D. Parikh started teaching Politics and Economics in
the Ruia College. Dr. lndumati Parikh started a dispensary
at Matunga. Prof. G. D. Parikh became a very popular
Professor of Politics and Economics and a renowned leader
in the Royist movement.

lndutai founded Streehitakarini in 'l 964, for teaching
hygiene, family planning, child welfare, literacy and several
other self development programmes lo poor women
belonging to the lower middle classes and hutment dwellers.
lndutai was not only a builder ol institutions but also a great
motivator. She gathered around her a large number of
socially conscious women to work in Streehitakarini. Today
even aller the passing away of lndutai the work of
Streehitakarini goes on because of lndutai's ability to train
leaders to carry on her work.

Prof. Parikh had founded an institute known as lhe Centre
for the Study of Social Change (CSSC) with the assistance
of a number of intellectuals including Radical Humanists
like Laxman Shastri Joshi. He had secured a plot of land
for the Centre at Bandra (East). When Prot. Parikh passed
away prematurely, lndutai took over the reigns of the Centre.

lndutai as usual motivated a large number of committed
persons to work for the Centre. She succeeded in raising
a building on the plot with two wings and an upper storey.
She named it the M. N. Roy Human Development Campus.

lndutai used lo say "l am not an intellectual. But I am a
grassroots worker''. ln lact she was both. She used to write
with felicity in English and Marathi for newspapers and
journals including The Radical Humanist. She has written
a number of books in Marathi one ol them on the population
explosion.

It was only natural that she should have acquired a
baglul of awards in recognition of her work. Among them:

IHEU Distinguished Humanisl Award; The Jeevan
Puraskar Gaurav Award for lifetime achievement in the
social field; The Jamnalal Bajaj Award for Women and Social
Wellfare; R. D. Karve Prize and Citation.

Abe Solomon
Abraham Solomon known

to his friends as Abe, educated
in Pune and Bombay, he
became a Rationalist through
reading freethought literature
published by the Rationalist
Press Association.

ln 1935, he formed the
Rationalist Youth League. ln
1938, he was elected Jt.
Secretary of the Rationalist
Association ol lndia which had

been founded in 1930.

He founded Modern Age Publications in 1943 selling
freethought literature till 1952.

ln 1952 he joined the Asian Regional Organisation (ARO)

of lhe lnternational Conlederation ol Free Trade Unions
(ICFTU) in Calcutta and moved to its headquarters in

Brussels, Belgium, in 1963. He took premature retiremenl
in 1978, in order lo return to lndia to join with Professor A.
B. Shah and work for the lndian Secular Society, founded
by him in 1969.

On the death of Prof. A. B. Shah in Octoberl981, Solomon
was elected President of the lndian Secular Society which
position he held till his passing away on July 4.

He was a great friend and supporter of Freedom First
and it was on his initiative that Freedom First Foundation
was set up to assisl Freedom First financially.

He was a great champion of human value. lt was his
contention that "values preceded Rights and therelore the
UN's Universal Declaration of Rights" had to be preceded
by a Universal Declaration of Human Values.

ln 1997 Freedom First featured on its cover Solomon's
draft "Universal Declaration ol Human Values". The dratt
was discussed at a Seminar in Mumbai on October 18,
1997 and later adopted by the lnternational Humanisl and
Ethical Union based in London. The IHEU which enjoys
observer status with the United Nations has, since, been
recommending this Declaration for the UN's consideration.

ln fact the last decade of his life was an "obsessive"
preoccupation with the need to restore values in public life.

ln 2000 he was awarded the Distinguished Humanist
Award by the IHEU at its Conference in Mumbai.

(literch 16, 1918 - Jum 17, 2(xX) (Decomber 4, 1914 - July 4, 2004)
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Many Voiccs

BETWEEN OURSELVES ... :

A major liberal offering for 2004 thanls to the combinetl efforts of the Intiialr

Liberal Group and theiroject for Economic Education is "The Liberal Budget

- Building an Equitable society". we believe that this is the first time that

such an alternative to the annual budget Presented by Union Finance

Ministers has been offered. We felt that readers of Freedom Firsl would be

interested and so this forms this issue's cover feature. We welcome comments

from reaclers. As mentioned on page 10 we shall be happy to send any

reacler who makes a request a coPy of the budget document'

Though on the facing page we have paid our tribute to Abraham solomon,

therels need for a special mention here. He was not only a member of the

Advisory Board bui the man responsible for the continued publication of

Freedom Firsr. He was this eclitor's friend, philosopher and guide and fund

raiser. Durirlg his life time he expressly forbade me from mentioning his

name as a fund raiser. His passing away is indeed a grievous loss.we

dedicate this issue of. Freedonr First to his memory.

we offer a varied fare ranging from the cover feature on the Budget to a

not-so-flattering assessment of Nelson Mandela plus the usual features.

The next issue will be a special number on the occasion of the second

National Convention of the Indian Liberal Group to be held in Mangalore

on December 3' 4 and 5' 
Ediror
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tennyson

As sundry, geriatric leftists crawl out of the
rr'ootlrr'ork, there is a real r{anger that economic reforms
rnight be thwarted. I hope I am wrong.

Econo m i st' 
^" I Jl;:'l; i1,",:?:;;:;'l[:i

My main complaint against pollsters is that they
made a mountain out of a molehill.

Kuldip Nayar, The Indian E.tprcss, June 1

The cclre competence of many a civil servant, and
the reason he is so indisperrsable is that l're knows thc
turns of this maze, he knows the signposts and tlte
wayside inns...The systen is such that it entangles in
the same faded tape despite every effort to reform it.

Former Union Minister Anrn Shourie,
Tltc Intlian E.tprcss, March 18

Comrades Bardhan and Yechury of the Left Front
have between themselves helpecl wipe out several
thor,rsand crores of wealtl'r of small and big invc,stors
with two sentences. One said the stock nrarket can go
to hell and the other said the disinvestment ministry
rvill be closed down.

An editorial inTIrc Indintt Express, May 15

Retired civil servants strffer from a disadvantage:
They bring to new appointments their old baggage,

;'rrefererrces and prejudices.

Kuldip Nayar, Thc lndian Exprcss, Junc 29

While I have my differences with them (the BJP),

vou have to concede that ...inflation is quite stable,
economy is in a growth moc-le and reserves are
comfortable, Today we can afford risks. I have more room
to experiment with ideas.

Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram,
The lndian Exprcss, May 3l

This is what the rural poor want from this
sovernnlent for a start. Drinking lvater and lighting. So
simple. TI're funlls rerluired is a pittance compareci to
the colossal amount wastetl so far. Don't leave it to
errgint't.rs and experts. Take it otrt of their hands. Leave
it to the poor communities rvho could have the capacity
to t'lo it themselves.

Br.rnker ltoy, in an opcn lctter to the l)rinre Ministcr
TIrc Indion Exprcss, July 2

2

h'r office, tlie BJP appearecl to be focussecl,
conficicnt, artcl, at tinres, e'ven cocky. Out of office as its
deliberations in Munrbai so vividly denronstrated, it
seems to be sullen, divided anc'l plainly befuddled.

Dileep Padgaonkar, Tftc Titnes ttf lndin, June 27

The blunt truth, which the BfP is as yet unwilling
to acknowledge, is that tl're country, including an
overwhelming majority of Hindus, has l'rad enough of
identity politics.

Dilcep Padgaoukar, Tlc Timcs ol Imlia, June 27

If you see Amitabh Bachchan praising
Doordarshan in a 180-second brief carnpaign don't be
surprised. He is only trying to clearing his dues.

An Exprt'ss Nervs Service report,
Tlte Indinn Etprcss, May 28

When parlialnentary democracy was introduced,
most Indian politicians were attracted by the rewards
of the democratic process, not by the denrocratic idca.

Atttrror t'"'"" 
5;"1";l'i;,;;i';'r,i?)r"1i,illilXiil;

We are free to elect rogues, criminals and
murclerers ancl tl-rey call occupy the highest office in the
land - but we're up in arms about an Indian citizen whr'l
happens not to have been born here.

Colunrnist Ritu Menon, Thc Inrlinn E.rplcss, May 2t)

We are a Leftist governmellt but we are rr

pragmatic government, We will rope in private capital
in urban clevelopment. And if you want faster
development there has to be inflow of private capital. I
would even invite and welcome foreign investment ...

Communist Chief Minister of West tseneal,
Mr. Buddhadetr tshattacharjee, Thc lndian E-rprcss, June 6

The peoplc' are the owners of a PSU. The
Sovernment is only the manager and a manager has no
right to sell it.

Cornratle Sitaranr Yechuri, The lnLliar E.rpr455, .J.,r't.' 7

Saffronisatit-ln and Stalinisation are two e.xtremc
ideologies and lve cannot replace one icieology by
another.

Union Minister oI lnlormation and Broadcasting,
Mr. S. Jaipal Redtly, Nalionnl Rcuictp, Jtrly 2004
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A Good Man at the Helm

When it was finally known that the Congress
would be back ir-r power ir-r Delhi even if it be as head
of a coalition government, this writer was seized by a

strange sense of dijdztu. And when old-timers trooped
back into key portfolios, that feeling got stronger - a

staleness in the air. Perhaps tl'ris feeling is confined to
those of my generation who lived through interminable
years of Congress Party rule. The only relieving factors

- this tirne are the personalities of Manmohan Singh
and P. Cl'ridambaram. Not only because they are

protagonists of ecouotnic refornrs but because they
represent competence and clarity even if the latter quality
is not likely to be allowed full play in a coalition
dependent on the communists. Pulls by regional parties,

one can nnderstand - it contributes to the further
clevelopment of India's federal character' The feeling of
ddid ou comes from a fear of the same old prevarications,
the same old attempt to be everything to everyone with
no clear objectives attd, above all, turning a blind eye

to corruption particularly in the bureaucracy.

The only relief is the man at the l'relm - Manmohan
Singh. In my ways he reminds me of another simple man
who had the potential of being an outstanding Prime
Minister had death not interveued - Lal Bahadur Shastri.

But l're did not have two l-randicaps that face the present
PM - a coalition of n'rany parties and that too with a

number of ministers facing crinrinal charges, and a new
version of the notorious' kitchen cabinet'in the form
of a National Advisory Council headed by Mrs' Sonia

Gandhi who has beeu accorded cabinet statLls' Time will
soon tell if what the country gained in the swirlg is not
lost on the roundabout. Whatever it is, we welcome the
appointment of Mannrohan Singh as the new Prime
Minister for one very simple reason - He is a good man.

If Communists were Ruling India....
A friend in the course of a discussion observed

that had the commuuists been voted to power the
reforms would have beerl tossed out of the window. I
disagreed. It was my contention that, on the contrary
tl"re pace of privatisation and globalisation woulcl have
accelerated. The first act of the comrades would have
been to curb hade unions; the secoud to nruzzle the press

and public opinion. Opposition to reforms would l'rave

been c{enounced as anti-people and their goons would
have been all over intimidating the opposition as they
have been doing in West Bengal. Economic freedom yes,

civil liberties no. The old comtnuuist choice - Breacl or
Freedom. Think about it. Fortunately the cornmunists
will never be able to get a majority on their own or ever

-Lhc' Llmo has cone,.'ths ,
\s'lTut galdf

-to ball..'f maay thin lt:'t/o [,AIR,ot ma]v ll
of rlroar-anil striis-

ana scalifivax'
of eabbaeos - -

aT,:a k:f/L6s-'

be able to replicate the West Bengal experiment ou a

national scale.

The Institution of Governors

Every time the regime in Delhi changes the
Governors in the states are changed. Almost like the

spoils system. But this is uot the iutention of the fathers

o] the Indian Constitution when tl'rey established the

office of Goveruor. He was to be the represeutative of
the President of India holding office at his pleasure.
Governorships were for men and women who had
distinguished themselves in various fields including the

army, the civil service, men of letters, men and wonen
of known integrity. The list can 8o on' In the years after

independence mally distinguished men were governors
in the various states. For example, Sarojini Naidu was
governor of UP; so was K. M. Munshi and Homi Mody.
Rajaji was West Bengal's governor. Even if they were
members of the Congress they were Personalities in their
own right and did not seek government-sponsored
sinecures. They were also impartial and did not give
in to their own partymen's blandishn'tents. But these

persorls passed on, only to be replaced by stooges of
the parties they belonged to.

Sadly it was the Janata Party that indulged in the

wholesale changes of governors. An unhealthy practice
that has survived and which is now being assiduously
followed by the UPA government. For the BJP to ttow
cry foul is like the pot calling tl're kettle black. Thev
peoplecl Raj Bl'ravans with members of tl'reir Parioar, who,
perhaps understandably, cannot be trusted by the
present coalition in Delhi.

Be that as it may, it is necessary to go back and
follow the spirit behinc-l the appoir-rtment of Governors
as envisioned by our Constitution-makers. Since ti'ris is

not easy, perl'raps we neecl to appeal to the Supreme Court
to 'legislate' the restoration of the original purpose of
the office, just as they legislated CNG and cleaned Delhi
of air pollution!

Freedont Fr) rst July- Septenfier 2004



RSS Going Mod?

And talking of the Pariaar it was most amusing
to read in the Deccatr Cfuotticle (Jure 26) that the RSS,
tlre Head of the Pariuar is considering a cllange of
uniforms. This is what the report says "The RSS has
rlt'cieit'ei to have a nerv uniform for its caclre. VVe asketl
trvo city-based clesigners how they would dress up the
siL'tlt/Lliltst|,frks in a stylc' that is coutcltporary yct reflects
the basic ideology of the organisation". One dress
designer suggested "A semi-fitted trousers on the lines
of Cargo pants in thick hancl-r,r'oven cotton teamed with
a full-sleeved fitted T in khaki or khaki blends". To
complete the 'look' he suggested a "baseball kind of a

cap rvith the RSS logo and matching canvas belt ..."

A lady designer when asked said: "The ensentble
I have in mind consists of convertible trousers in cotton
khaki in a straight fit...The shirt style T-Shirt in cotton
knit... ".

May I suggest that along with a change in dress
the RSS could consider a change in their thinking to
pull it all the way back from the hangover of the 1761
Lrattle of Parripat to fit il1 lvith the present fashiorr of a

tolerant, liberal society. Or is a "liberal RSS" an
tlxt'morcln?

Man Beheaded to Stop Floods!

According to a repclrt in the press an 8O-year old
ailing man in a West Bengal village. was beheaded by
a neighbour who said that the sacrifice was to appeasc
a river that was erocling its banks ancl threatening their
homes. The murderer collected the blood of his victirn
in a container and pourer-l it into the river praying for
it tt-r stop breaching its banks.

Comment is futile except to say that superstition
is so rarnpant I won't be surpriset-l if someone reading
this asks whether the floods subsic{ecl as a resultl

Pune - Modern India's Nalanda

Pune, has over 8,000 foreign students inclucling
those enrolled in deemed universities like the Bharati
Vidyapeeth and Symbiosis. This constitutes a third of
the foreign students in the country according to a re-
ptrrt bv Sunancla Mehta (Tlu ltdittt [.t;rlcss June 29, 0{).
"Take a walk", says SullarlLla, "through the corridors
o[ the Interuational Centre of the' University of I)unc,
and you are bound to run into slr,rdents from every conlcr
of the earth - fronr lran, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Cermany,
Ilussia, Canada, Nelv Zealand... - the reverse brain drain
is on",

According to the Director of the International
Centre, Dr. Santishree Pandit "In the early years, our
international students were invariably from the Middle
East and African countries. But since the past 2-3 years
we have been getting stuclents from Germany, France,
Russia and Canada. This year we even have someont'
from The Netherlands who has enrolled for an urrder-
graduate collrse in Fergusson College".

Scholars from Japan arc here for two-year corlrses
in Pali, Sanskrit and Buddhist scriptures. About 20
stuclents frorn China have appliecl for B.Sc, M.A. in
I'hilosophy and English.

And why Prrne? According to Santishree, "Sttt-
clerlts fincl I'une safer than places in the North."That
perhaps is not the orrly rcason. Prrne has allvays bccn
a centre of learning and perhaps is re-discovering its
'core competence'!

This report should cheer those who gripe about
lndian students going overseas for education ancl for-
eign universities and educational institutions seeking
space in India. What we are witnessing is globalisation
in the field education - a development that should be
universally welcomed.

SVR

The Spirit of Swatantra ...

The Swatantra Party believes that to live and work, to earn and save, to attempt to
possess property and inherit and accumulate and seek to bequeth it to one's relatives,
friends or the public are rights which are most essential for the sustenance and
development of the personality and freedom of human beings.

professor N. G. Ransa, ,,why swata::ni:t#tr!:::"T1ffi;

(The late Professor N. G. Ranga was President of the Swatantra Party from 1959 to 1968).

Freedon First Jttl-v-Seplenber 2004



The Liberal Budget
Building an Equitable Society

Union government Budgets and, to a lesser extent,
State government budgets have acquired a larger than
life importance. Along with the proliferation of laws, these
Budgets too have become increasingly complex,
requiring 'experts' to interpret the laws or the various
provisions in the Budgets. lndeed it required a genius
like the late Mr.Nani Palkhivala to explain the implications
of a Budget in terms that people could understand.

Until the early nineties, business, industry and
taxpayers generally, waited with bated breath with their
eyes and ears glued to the TV or radio to hear what
the finance minister had in store for them. With socialist
governments perched on the commanding heights of the
economy it was natural to fear the worst - and more
often than not these fears were justified and the country
and the people suffered. And, to make confusion worse
confounded, invariably,
these Budgets underwent
several transformations in
the form of "revised
estimates" in the course of
the financial year. But that
is another matter.

Work began a year ago when a Drafting Group

was appointed with a brief to prepare a Model Liberal
Budget - the kind of Budget lndia's current'economic
situation needs; a budget that is not only economic-
reforms friendly, but which also reflects the Liberal
economic philosophy.

However when drafting the Liberal Budget, the
Drafting Group's critiques of the existing practices have

been brief, and that too only to serve as reference points

for correctives vis-d-vis the Liberal Budget. The dictum
that the Drafting Group kept reminding itself was
"Everyone knows what's wrong. The job is to offer the
people what is right."

The Liberal Budget is not frozen in tirne. There
will be an annual review of the Liberal Budget. Changes

will be made if change is
justified but always in
keeping with the basic
Liberal belief - Man is the
measure of all things. On
this there can be no
compromise. And this goes
well with the objective of the

An equitable society is a just and fair
society - A society where the state
provides opportunities for growth

Budgets in the first forty years of freedom were
designed to serve a statist economy. When the
government at the Centre was finally compelled by
economic compulsions, in 1991, to take a "U Turn", the
Budgeting process did not take a similar turn. lt continued
to be as complicated and as obtuse as ever. On the
other hand with the considerable dilution of the licence-
permit-quota-Raj, Union budgets no longer scare the
citizen as much as they did in the heydays of the
'socialistic' regime. But this is not enough.

ln the evolving liberalisation of the economy there
is need to promote better fiscal governance through
transparency and accountability, fiscal consolidation,
productivity, groMh and equity. The Project for Economic
Education is convinced that a liberal economy needs
a different kind of Budget - a Budget that is de-mystified
and made simpler, highly transparent and, above all,
brought in tune with reality. The reality is that since 1991
the country has been heading in the direction of a
liberalised economy. A liberalising economy needs a
truly Liberal Budget.

Liberal Budget - Building an Equitable Society.

What then is this equitable society? lt is not to
be confused with the egalitarian ideal propounded by

socialists. An equitable society is a just and fair society

- A society where the state provides opportunities for
growth. All human beings are not born equal if economic
and social circumstances are the only criteria. lt is the
task of a Liberal State to provide them opportunities for
growth irrespective of their caste, creed or status -

economic or social. The State is the enabler, providing
the required social and physical infrastructure. These
include basic primary education, primary health care,
easy availability of safe drinking water or water for
irrigation; decent roads for easy connectivity; speedy
justice and the maintenance of law and order. ln an
equitable society the individual matters. The Liberais
seek growth with equity. The Liberal Budget is an
instrument to make that happen.

We reproduce, in the following pages, a summary
of the Liberal Budget.

Freedonr First July- Septernber 2004
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The Liberal Budget : Building An Equitable Society

The Liberal Budget - A Summary

Man is the rnc'asure of all things. This about surns
up the Liberal credo. Liberalism has uo clogma except
one - the centrality of the hun"ran being; what is goocl

for hinl - or her - is acceptable. What is not, is not.
Liberalism like Socialism aims at promoting the welfare
of all. As Ludwig von Mises the great Liberal philosopher
put it, where the two differ is "not by tl're goal at which
it aims, but by the means that it chooses to attain the
goal".

Pirilosophically speaking the Liberal position is
very clear: It is, that the business of government is
governance and not business. In a Liberal State, the
i-ndividual is supreme and the State must work to further
his dr her potential. So it will focus its activities on law
ancl order, defence, physical and social infrastructure
(health, education and a social safetv net).

to itself practically every aspect of human life. As a result,

it has spread itself too thin anc'l is not able to play an
effective role in any area, Iet alone the areas of its nlain
responsibiliry. The Liberal Budget will, in a sense, attempt
to set this right and attempt to provide resources for the
government to effectively carry out its main
responsibilities.

What kind of targets relating to human
development should the Liberal State set for itself? The
Liberal Budget sets ortt the following Irine-point
objectives of a Liberal State:

1) Reduction of poverty ratio by 5 percentage points
by 2007 and by 15 percentage points by 2012.

2) AII children in school by 2005; all children to
complete five years of schooling by 2009.

3) Increase in the literacy rate to 75 per cent by 2007.
When preparing this

Liberal perspective, we have
kept these fundamentals in
mind. The key basic tenets
of this Liberal Budget are:

l Effective Fiscal
Governance

Liberal Budget from a

The Liberal position is very clear:
It is, that the business of government

is governance and not business.

4) Ret{uction of infant
mortality rate (IMR) to.{5
per 1000 live births by 2007

arrd 28 by 2012.

5) Reduction in maternal
mortality ratio (MMR) to 2
per 1000 live births by 2007

D Fiscal Consolidation and Stabilisation

I Efficiency and Productivity

-l Acceleration of Growth

J Prornotion of Equity

The main focus of the Liberal Budget will be
issues concerning human development or human capital
formation - health, education and a social safety net for
those who are not capable of looking after themselves.

At the same time, no buclget carr be genuinely
Liberal in its essence and powerful in its impact, unless
the overall economic policy regime becomes genuinely
liberal, deregulated and capable of rrurturing and
fostering private and indiviclual initiative. In other

',vortls, an interventionist State carrnot be the right setting
for a Liberal Budget.

Unforlunately, over the past fifty years, the Indian
State has become an interventionist one, appropriating

and to lby 2012.

6) Improve infant and child feeding and carirrg
practices to bring ciown the prevalence of
underweight children under three years from 47 per
cent to 40 per cent.

7) Reduce the prevalence of severe under-nutrition in
children in the 0-6 years age group by 50 per cent.

8) Provide 100 per cent coverage of rural and urban
population with safe drinking water.

9) Provide cost-effective means of safe and sanitary
clisposal of scllid waste and waste lvater.

While framing the Liberal Buclget, we have
recognised sonre distinctive recent changes, especially
the tax policy, which reflects what Inclian Liberals have
been advocating in the preceding several decades. This
cl.range has alreacly brought about several remarkable
gains ir.r our economic performance, particularly in the
sphere of industry and the external sector of the economy.

Freedon First July-Septenber 2004



A Summary

But this exercise is far from complete. Much more remains

to be done, and it will be our endeavottr tcl set out a

strategy to make lndia a truly world-class economic
power over the next decade even while attending to the

basic needs of the population, particularly in rural India.

The Liberal economic philosophy recognizes the

irnportance of expenditure policy as a powerful tool of
fiscal policy. The expenditure policy impacts ilr a variety
of ways on key parameters of socio-economic
development, employment generation and poverty
alleviation. It impacts directly or indirectly the sectoral

composition of growth as well as patterns of income
distribution. Thus, an efficient expenditure policy is a
critical component in the strategy for accelerating
growth and improving its quality.

In this context, the effort of the Liberal Budget is

not merely to reduce and rationalize expenditure, but
to shift radically tl're focus and direction of expenditure
policy. What are the key guideposts for this purpose?

L) First, expenditure growth in real terms over the next
three years shall not
exceed the anticipated
real GDP growth.

l Second, the com-
position of expenditure
must change decisively
in favour of develop-

rigorous expenditure management process, essentially

reflecting tl're following elemeuts:

I First, each indiviciual Ministry and Department shall

formulate hspiring missions, aspirations and targets

for its activities for the fuhrre. At the same time, there

must be a mechanism for mid-course correctious,
when found necessary;

J Second, on the pattern of the "profit centre" favoured

by corporate enterprises, there shall be "performance

cells" in each Ministry and Department;

r Third, there shall be an effective performauce
managenrent system to monitor the achievements
separately of each Ministry and Department together
with those of the top officials from the level of
Principal Secretary to Deputy Secretary. This must
also be accomPanied by a suitable "reward -

punishment" mechanism;

I Fourth, while tl"rere must be tight controls on budgets

and perfornrauce against targets, there should be

operational autouomy for implementation of varitlus
projects/programmes.

u Fifth, in designing the
process, there must be
participation of the officials
concerned so that there is
a clear understanding of
the missions, aspirations
and targets. Also, a quar-

An efficient expenditure policy is a

critical component in the strategy for
accelerating growth and improving

its quality.

nrental expenditure over the next three years. Thus,
the ratio of development expenditure shall increase
from tlre present average of about 7Vo of GDP to 9To

in stages over next three years and remain at least
around this level thereafter.

a Third, the Liberal Budget strongly advocates the
case for reducing non-developmental expenditure.
Tl're savings from non-developmental expenditure
shall be redeployed largely to finance sustainable,
well-conceived social sector and welfare prog-
rammes such as (i) primary education and
healthcare; (ii) employment guarantee scheme; (iii)
mid-day meal scheme for deserving school childrerr;
(iv) health insurance for the poor; and (v) an effective
pension scheme, etc.

a Last, it is imperative to devise certain qualitative
benchmarks to evaluate the effectiveness of both
development and non-development expencliture.

The Liberal Budget envisages a systematic and

terly report card would become a useful tool in
constantly monitoring of the process.

f Sixth, the process shall be transparent and the
aspirations and targets of these missions shall alstr

become part of the public domain.

Expenditure reduction has to be accompanied by
steps to raise revenues to fund government speuding
in essential areas. Both tax aud non-tax revenues have
to be tapped, The policy prescriptions (both budget and

non-budget) set out ir-r this document will result in
significant buoyancy in both tax and non-tax revenues.
The restoration of high growth levels and increasecl
investment activity will automatically leaci to growth
of revenues.

Rationalizing and simplifying Direct and Indirect
Tax Laws and bringing them in line with the current
needs of a liberalising and competitive global ecollomy
is an urgent task. Accordingly, in the area of tax reforms,
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the Liberal Budget *'oulcl be gr"riclec{ by the follon'ing
tn o broad principles:

r.it r\r-rv increase in tax revcllLlcs wor.rld rrot be by
increase in the tax rates, but bv rationalization anrl
sinrplification of the tax system.

(ii) Tirx reforms would be tl'rrough the creation of a

simplified anr'l rational tax policy anr.l globally
competitive tax rates.

It is imperative to stress that the falling tax-GDP
ratio is a source of worry, but the Liberal State cloes not
envisase arry drastic irrcrease in this, given the need for
strbstantive reduction anrl rationalisation of taxes,
especially irrrlirect taxes. I lorvever, tl're fact rernains that
the State dtrcs neecl to raise revenue to finance its variotrs
functicx'rs. This can be done, without increasing the inci-
dence of tax rates, through
efficient and innovative
tax administrati()n.

The I(eport of the
'f.rsk Force ou clirect/
intlircct taxcs under the
ch.iirmanship of Dr. Vijay
Kelkar was submitted in
Noveruber 2002. Though
it provides radical

Rationalizing and simplifying Direct and
lndirect Tax Laws and bringing them in

line with the current needs of a
liberalising and competitive global

economy is an urgent task.

(relating to clisclosure of informatiou about the assessee,

exeurption or redttction iu rates of taxatiou for oil
cor.uprauitrs, ctc.), rvhich givc thc govcruurcut ttttc'lttc

cliscretionary polvers, would also be abtllishecl.
lncfficicncies in tlte tax adnrirristratiorr syster.tt lvottld
be eliminated and powers of the asse'ssing officers will
be revierveei. Tax collections can be strict without being
brutal.

Tax payers u'ith arr income up to Rs.5 lakhs rvill
not be requiretl to maintain books of accounts ancl
assessing officers will not have the right to demand books
of accour-rts from them. Computerisation of all tax
operations, incluc-ling customs clearances, will be given
thc highest p-rriority in the ir-rterest of transparencv antl
efficiency.

The Liberal Bucl-
get is concerned over the
fact that the ratio of non-
tax revenue to GDP has
been declining over the
years. This is happening
exactlv at a time rvhen tht'
tax/GDIj ratio h;rs also
been stagnant, therebv
putting consiclerable

Pressure on governn'lent
changes in tax adnrinistration and addre.sscs issr.res in
ihe tax pcllicies to achieve ratior-raliza tion and
simplification, it has unfortunately not founrl
acceptability with the government. flolvever, the Liberal
respollse to this report has generally been favotrrable
anci hence, Liberals rvill give it their serior,rs
consir.lera tion.

All this will lead to better tax compliance.
llorvever, there will still be a host of tlefarrlters anri the
State cannot ignore its responsibility of improving tax
.rr-lnrirristration, without giving tlraconian pol\'ers to tax
authorities, which they can use to harass tax payers.
Even rvhile supporting a g()\,en1ment with a n'ill to
sovc'rrl and irnplement laws neccssary to enslrre their
compliance, the Liberal tvay does rrot accept actiorrs that
lcatl to intimidation and the invasion of the priv.rcy of
ihe inelividual.

Thus, prclvisiorrs for search ancl seizure w'ill be
abolisheel, since they have not servell their prr"rrpose of
.rctinq as deterrents, btrt have bt'eu misused to harass
taxpavers. Similarlv, the 'public interest provisiorrs'

finarrces. Therefore, it will be our endeavour to expand
resource generation through dividencl and interest
receipts from PSUs and Departmental Undertakings by
improving their efficiency and profitability on a

continuing basis.

In reccnt years, the Union Budget has been looked
upon, not only as an Annual Financial Statemerrt, but
as a signalling nrechanism to the world at large (and

the investing community in particular) of the pr()gress
in Inrlia's economic reforms programme. Hence, it is
necessary to

(a) Itlentify scrme of the crucial factors tl'rat influence
the buclget; and

ft) Suggest specific p<-llicy reforms to enable the Liberal
Btrclget to bccome functionally effective.

The proccss of disinvestment/privatisation of
PSUs nee'tls to be speerieci up substantially antl exterrdetl
to state-level ptrblic sector enterprises as well. The
criteriorr for privatisatiou nrust not be rvhether a PSIJ

is loss-making or profit-making. The test shorrkl be
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r'vhetl.rer the State shoultl be in that field of activity in

the first place. While ciecieling o11 issrtes of
clisinvestmeut/privatisation, the Liberal Budget will rrot

be guiclecl bv arbitrary or ad l'roc considerations of the

strategic reasolls for PSUs'busiuesses and operatiolrs.

At tl're satne time, while privatising a PSU, care

n'ill be taken to ensrlre that the process is completely
transparellt. Also, it is r-recessary to safeguard against

a public sector monopoly being replaced by a private
sector monopoly. The best way to do this would be to

open up all sectors to conrpetitiorr. Where' this is not

possible or rnay take tirne, privatisation must be prececled

by a strong independent regulator.

Tl'ris privatisatiou exercise is a ten'lporary oue, in
the serrse that it is correcting a policy (of nationalisation)
that was acloptecl at one point of time ancl lvhich has

rcsr.rltc-c{ in putting a huge straiu on the fiscal health of
thc couutry. In a geur-rinely liberal ecouomic etlvirouurctrt,
there lvill be rro PSUs in areas rt'here the private sector

is interested ancl capable of irrvesting.

Moreover, a whole
r;rnge of ref orms a re
necessary to improve the
irrvestment climate in the
country. These inclucle:
tieregulation and libe-
ratirrg inclustrv from the
tvranny of inspectors;
ending the practice of

The criterion for privatisation must not
be whether a PSU is loss-making or

profit-making. The test should be
whether the State should be in that field

of activity in the first Place.

crucial policy initiatives:

* Nlovenrc't'tt tou'ards a Irore liberal irrterest rate attd

exchange rate regime.

* Agriculture: The declirtirrg treud in iuvestnretrt ir.r

this sector has to be reversed. This has to be

accompanied by better targeting of subsidies,

increaseci investment in infrastructure', especially

irrigation, Power auc-l rural infrastructure' All
coutrols on the domestic tnovement in and trade of

agricultural goods rreed to be lifted. Alr ahnosphere

cottdttcive to attracting privatt' iultestureut iu thtr

agricultlrre sector lteetls to be createtl. Lantl ceilings

also discottrage investment aud inhibit grtlwth'
These neecl to be reviewed. Contract farrning ancl

partnerships betweeu the corporate sector aud

farnrers need to be eucclltraged. These steps u'ill only
strengtheu the agricultural sector and enable it to
not onlv face tr1'r global coml'retiticlrl, but exploit ftrllv
the globaI opportttnities.

* Trar-ling ;\ctivity: lieiorms arc llecessarv irr the legal

arena, rvhich shoulc-l be gearecl tolvards creatiug a

transpareut system inte-
grating the country inttr
a single market. States

shcltrld consider a single
proceclure for granting
licences.

* Physical lrrf rastrircttr re:

It is uecessary to lrave a

phaseci bu t cl ef in i te

reserving sectors for small-scale irrdustry or restricting
irr any lvay entry into non-strategic areas; allolving
companies the freedom to restructure; faster lirluidation
of companies; and a rnore flexible labour law reginre.
amollg other things. In the area of labour law, the
government must not take upon itself the task of deciding
levels of lvages, etc. or standing in jutlgemerrt ovr'r
n,hether or not companies should retreuch workers.
lnstead, it should confine itself to enforcirrg corttracts,
for example, ensuring that workers get their terminatiou
benefits ancl that companies cio not default on social
security obligations. Needless to enrphasise, a11

iurprovernent irr the domestic investment climate is likely
to pull in the much+eeded FDI and the goverrrmerrt neecl

not clo anytl'ring nrore apart from ensuring that there
are rro restrictions on FDI in anv areas or placing ceilings
on levels of FDI.

The Liberal Budget also calls for the follorving

movement towards promotion of privatc' sector

participation and public-private partnerships irr the

development ancl/or management of infrastructure,
rvhether it be p<-rwer, roacls, Ports, transPort or
telecom.

Iieform of Legal/Juclicial Apparatus: A mamrnoth
tration.

Indepe'ndent Regulators: Even itr a free ecouomy a

certain antouttt of regulation (more in the natrrre of
coortlination, checking negative externalities and
ensuring that the rules of the game are observetl)
is neecleci. Rather tharr the gclvernmeut, the task
shoulci be carriecl out by inclepender-rt regulators.
However, these regtrlators mtlst be genuine'lv
independent. Currently, tl'rey are still heavilv
deperrclent ol1 the governmellt auri their
inclependence tlepenrls orr tlie person heading the
re'gr.rlatory body. This is uot a clesirable stiite uf
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affairs and will neither promote true competition
nor check market failure.

Restructuring Govemment: The re-orientation of the
role' of the State rvill necessitate a restrLlcturing of
government as well. Reducing the nunrber of
employees of the government is an importarrt
measure, which is outside the scope of the butlget
but has a tremendous impact on it. Governntent
salaries and pensions
account for over 25 per
cent of total revenue
receipts and is one of
the committed liabi-
lities that cannot be
ctrt down. The only
answer, then, is to reduce the number of people to
whom salaries need to be remunerated. Each
rninistry must be subjected to a performance audit
anc'l ministries/departments found inconsistent with
the liberal conception of the role of the State should
be closed down.

At the same time, a Liberal Budget does not call for
a blind downsizing across the boarc-I. What is
needed is rightsizing. This means that staff lvill be
reiained - and numbers increased - in areas where
the government is neecletl, ancl this should be

An atmosphere conducive to attracting
private investment in the agraculture

sector needs to be created.

accompanied by measures to ensure accountability
and increased responsibility.

* Political Environnrent: It will not be possible to create'

a liberal c'conomic environment unless there is a

major change in the political environment and culture
in the country. I'olitical parties and politicians nust
leam to rise above narrow personal and partisan
ends and address the needs of the nation.

Besides, there is
the phenomenon of
legislative work being
sacrificed at the altar of
politicaI grancl-standing
in Parliament anrl state

assemblies. AII this needs to be checked.

Law and order is another issue that needs to be
addressed. Though not an econonric issue, it has a far-
reaching impact on the country's econony. Neither
don'restic nor foreign investors would like to put their
money in areas where the law and order situation is
poor. The government has to make efforts to atltlress
the root cause)s of violence and maintain law and ordc'r
firmly. In substance, the Liberal economy re{uires the
Liberal Budget of the kincl envisioned in this document.+
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Reflections Serious and Facetious
Louella Lobo Prabhu

For those who feel good when Indians do well
in the West, it was splendid news that 22 of M. F.

Hussain's paintings sold for one million dollars. The
buyer was a wealthy NRI. Hussain is the maverick of
the Indian art scene. He started life as a painter of film
posters, but moved on to serious painting which caught
on. He is not a naturalistic painter. His famous and nrost
popular series on Mother Teresa, sllow a blank face, but
it has gone into thousands of reproductions. On one

M. F. Hussain and Art Related Matters

The Much Maligned Police

occasion, he spread coarse cotton bed sheets on the
ground and designated them as Art. He raised hell, and
ignited a national controversy, when he was denied entry
to a British Club, wearin g a kurta pyiatna, and chappals,
instead of the mandatory suit, tie, socks and shoes.

Opinion on the matter is still divided. Whether a

standing rule should be respected, or be set aside for a

celebrity? If so, whom? His latest exploit is to idealise
Madhuri Dixit as the quintessential Indian wonlan.

Police personnel, are targets most people love to
hate. Yet, the police are a necessary evil. They are there,

as a silent backup for the work which keeps society
going. When a team of psychologists analysed their
work load, they found that the average policeman is on
cluty for as much as 72 hours of continuous duty. They
can get stressed out, and occasionally go beserk. Other
ranks not in the I.P.S., are ill-paid and overworkecl. To
this, the public would retort that they are on the take,

and make up, illegally, what they do not get, from the
Service. Many vacancies have not been filled, adding
to tl're burden of those who have to work, doing duty
for those whose vacancies they have to fill, unofficially.
This is a uniformed service, and it functions with an

espirit de corps. This is not to say, that the police are

always blan'reless but to point out that they are all too
hunran, in terms of reacting to the demands of the job'

Right to Strike, Not Fundamental

In a landmark decision, the Suprene Court has
held, that the right to strike, is not fundamental. This
decision will be welcome to the public at large, which
is fed up with strikes, causing inconvenieuce for those
who are not a party to the strike-call. Jayalalithaa has
to be thanked for calling the bluff of the strikers, by
pursuing her desire to see who would emerge victorious.
Although the strikers were re-instated, (barring those
who were guilty of violence), the strikers are now a spent
force. Here are some of the highlights of the fudgement:

1. There is no fundamental, legal, equitable or moral
right as a justification to go on strike. (What about
Article 19(G)?)

2. Govemment servants cannot holcl society to ransom,

for issues which have their own procedures for
redressal.

3. The strike as a weapon is mostly misused, resulting
in chaos and n'raladminislration. The Supreme Court
in the United States, is what the judges say it is. In
India, the Supreme Court is less powerful.
Nonetheless, read with the Essential Services
Maintenance Act, the governnrent, if it so desires,
has enough ways of disciplining erring government
servants. The people will thank India's iron lady
if it (the Supreme Court), is able to take on the Unions,
as she did.

Fahrenheit 420 is the ter"nperature at which a book
burns. I do not know at what temperature a movie on
celluloid burns - but the BIP has come perilously close
to doing it. The BJP's front organisations forcible stopped
the screening of the movie, "Girl Friend", by intimidating
those who bought tickets. The management had to refund
the money to the cinegoers. The film is undoubtedly a

cclntroversial one, which deals with the hush-hush
subject of lesbianism. But it deals with it sensitively,
without any scenes of kissing or nudity. The Director,

Fahrenheit 420

Razdan, cannot understand how his thoughtful movie
should provoke such a violent reaction. The more so,
as it hacl been cleared by the Censor Board, with an "A"
Certificate. What gives lhe Parioar the right to think that
it has superior wisdom, which enables it to decide, what
the public may or may not see? Especially, when the
competent body to do this, has cleared the movie for
an Adult Certificate? Cinegoers spend good money for
a ticket. The should enjoy freedom of choice.
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Indian Troops in World War II
E. D'Souza, PVSM

Not many Americans are aware that lndian troops were deployed in
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Burma, the North West Frontier, Aden,
Eritrea, Somalia, the Western North African Desert from Cairo to Tripoli,

and from the heel of ltaly to the Alps and that lndia was a base for
operations in West and South East Asia.

There was much hoopla in
the Urrited States of America on the
anniversary of 'D'Day cluring
World War II. This writer happened
to be in that country and the media
went or"r a ball eulogising the role
played by US Forces. Reading the
rnair-rline papers, watching TV
Channels and speaking to Ameri-
cal1s, one would have thought the
rest of tire worlcl was asleep aud
made no contribution to the war
effort.

This fact was brought into
focus when, a Catholic priest who
had servecl in Indore anci Mhow, the
latter being very much a military
cantonment, sent the writer an e-mail
in which he says: " I"u'e just read au
infuriating book by Stephen
Ambrose, official recorder of the
participation of the US Armed Forces
c-luring World War IL He makes it
sound as if the Yanks won the War
single-handedly; there are just one
or two references to the Australians
but none at all to the Indians. If I
knew his address I would fire off a
nasty letter". Fr. Connor is an
Australian who has since settled in
the USA and lvhose Father was a
soldier then.

Being a World War II veterarr
himself who participateci in the
campaign in Italy in 1944/45, the
writer did his best to clear the air by

Have you visited www.liberalsindia.com
The website of the INotnN LIsEnRr Gnoup?

stating that the 'D' Day Landings
may have been the last of the major
battles during World War II in the
European Theatre but what con-
tributed tangibly to its sttccess was
the softening up done earlier by
Allied Forces including the
ANZACS, in the Persia ancl Iraq
Tl-reatre (PAI Force), North Africa
against the wily Rornmel aud in
Eritrea. And the bulk of these forces

lvere from India.

Admittedly neither the Indian
or ANZAC troops were involvetl in
the Normandy Landings by the
British, Canadians ancl Americans,
but one cannot write off the earlier
operations when the first essay into
the unclerbelly of Fortress Europa
rvas in Italy where three Indian
Divisions, the 4th, 8th and 10th, 43

Lorriecl Infantry Brigade aud sunclry
other minor Units participatecl
against Field Marshal Kesselring's
stubborn Wehrmacht Forces who
conducted a masterly withdrawal
ensuring thus that the Germans in
Italy coulc{ not be pulleci out from
this theatre of operations that
continued until the end of tl're War
in Europe.

What is conveniently for-
gotten is that at the end of the Italiarr
Campaign in which the British Sth
and American 5th Armies parti-
cipated, a well known British

Correspondent writing in the
Illustrated Londou Nezcrs at the errcl of
tl"rat campaign statecl that the 8th
Indian Division was by far the best
field formation in Italyl

In this campaign there were
British, Free Freuch, Polish,
Brazilian, Nert' Zealanel ar.rc'l South
African Troops but agaiu apart from
General Mark Clark's 5th US Arnry,
tl're bulk of the other troops n'ere
fronr hldia. This very same Indiau
Division with infer alia, the 1st and
5th Royal Battalions of the Mahratta
Light Infantry, led every river
crossing, crackecl the Hitler and
Gothic Lines, helped in the liberation
of Rorne (yes, bv the Americans) and

lvith the Pclles, Free Freuch attd
Canadian Tanks cleared that bastiolr
of Monte Cassilo that withstood trvo
earlier attacks, orre by the US 5th
Army. It rvas rluring this campaigrr
that four Sepoys of the 8th lndian
Division aud oue NCO posthu-
mously from the l0th lntlian
Division earned Victoria Crosses, the
highest ar,r'ard for supreme Gallantry
in the face of the enemy, the largest
number of such awards irr the
Italian thcatre

Tl're Americans were askrd
how many Congressiorral Medals ,r'
Honour rvere awardecl to American
Troops in this harcl slogging match.
Dtrring World War II Irrdian trooprs
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earned as many as 37 Victoria
Crosses, an unrnatched record. Yet,
no mention was nrade nor credit
.qiven, one may well ask? And it was
not onlv in Europe. The Americans
claim that thev were largelv
resFronsibie for the defeat of the
Japanese irr Burma and if the
Japanese were defeated in this
forgotten theatre it was leadership
pror,,icieci by the American-lecl
Chirrese Forces of the NCAC
operahhg to the North of the forgotten
14th Army. It is commonly known
that the bulk of the Allied Forces
facing the advancing
Japarrese in their
advance to India were
Inclian troops. Nor
have the Americans
given the recognition
due to the Australians
fighting in the Pacific
Theatre..All one hears
or reads is of the
r\mcricans in Okinawa
and Cuadalcanal and
the Pacific Theatre!!
l'his is ir-rdeed a crying
shame and is the raisorr
de'tre for Fr. Connor's
caLlstic remarks.

Not nlany Americans are
a\4,are that Indian troops were
deployed in Hong Kong, Singapore,
Malaysia, Burma, the North West
Frontier, Aden, Eritrea, Somalia, the
Westem North African Desert from
Cairo to Tripoli, and from the heel
of Italy to the Alps and that India
rvas a base for operations in West
and St-ruth East Asia.

But let us not blame the
Americans alone for this total lack
of acknowledgement of India's major
contribution to the World War II effort.
tsritain is equally to blame to sone
extent. At the end of World War II,
a lvar memorial was erected ir-r front
of Buckingham Palace for those
Australians, Canadians, New
Zealanders and South Africans
(Boers) who laid down their lives for

14

the Allied cause and rightly so. But
the Indian contribution from the Sub
Continent was for6;otten. This lapse
remained unnoticed not only in
India but in Britain as well, that is
until the 50th Anniversarv of Burma
Day when there was a big to do of
the role of the British in clriving the

Japanese back from the threat to
India.

There was very low key
acknowledgement in the British print
and electronic media and this non
recognition would have continued

but for the gutsy Baroness Sheila
Flather, a Peeress in the House of
Lords, ancl of Punjabi origin to wit.
She was furious at this non recclgni-
tion and did not hesitate to express
her sense of shock, her feelings as
one of Indian origin, in the strongest
possible terms to all and sundry.
Using her membership in the House
of Lords to advantage, she raised
this issue on every platform possible
demanding that a suitable mem()rial
in a high visibility location in
London be erected to honour soldiers
from the Indian Sub-Corrtinent anc{
the Caribbean who sacrificed their
lives for the cause of freedom. Mind
you she receivecl very little support
from the Government of India as it
was a non issue irr India. But she
battled on regardless.

Her tireless efforts paid off.
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The Borough of Westminster and
London County Council reluctantly
agreed to the proposal and after
much binding in the marsh, a
suitable and high visibility site was
located ancl agreed to, behind the
Memorial Gate at Hyde Park Corner
on the road leading to Buckingham
Palace. But much renained, inclu-
ding a suitable design and to raise
fnnds amounting to nearly 5 million
pounds sterling. The NRI's in the UK
were not particularly responsive but
the Baroness continued relentlessly
and eventually achieved her aim.

The memorial cor-r-

sists of four very tall
pillars astride the road, at
the top of which rests
decorative urns signifying
the repository for ashes of
those cremated. To one
side is a typical Rajas-
tlrani style 'Chattri' with
the inside of the canopy
being inscribed for poste-
rity r,r'ith the names of
Victoria Cross and
George Cross awarclees of
World Wars I and II. Flarr-
king the Chattri are twc)

stone graves represen-ting those who
sacrificed their lives in the two World
Wars and the theatres where they
laid down their lives.

But this is not the end of this
'gripe'. Lets not call the pot black.
Have we as Indians erected a

suitable and irnposing War Memo-
rial in the Capital to honour the
19,000 Officers and Men who gave
their all after Independence? Can one
honestly say that the present Amar
Jawan, a plain Samadhi with a

reversed rifle and helmet sur-
mounted on top, clwarfed under an
Imperial War Memorial, the India
Gate engerrders a sense of gratitude
for these brave men? It is left to the
reader to clecide on its suitability.

MAJOR GENERAL (Retd.) E. D'SOUZA
PVSM a regular contributor lo Freedonr
Fr'rsl is hinrself a World War II veteran,

The Memorial Gate at Hyde Park Corner, London



Glimpses of Vasudaiva l(utumbakam*
The Eighth Mumbai International Film Festival - 2004

Prem Vaidya

MIFF-2004, just an eight-year old lndian child has now grown in stature
by becoming one of the three largest and the best organized

documentary film festivals of the world

It was a gathering of
Documentary, Short and Animation
filmnrakers from various parts of the
w<.rrld. Each one of them had brought
with him various creative climerr-
sions of human life to be shown on
the silver screen. If there rvas
anything common in most of them
it was their commitment and the
rlesire to cleliver their best.

It was a seven-ciay borranza,
from 3-9 February 2004 a periocl of
good fortune for media persons like
film-makers, film critics, journalists,
rvriters and viervers. As many as
thirty countries fron the five conti-
nents participated in this Festival
inclutlir, g U.S.A., U.K., Canarla,
France, Germany, Russia, Israel, Ja-
pan, Argentina, Armenia, Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Braz\|, Bulgaria,
China, Denmark, Egypt, Kurvait,
Lebanon, Malaysia, Netherlands,
Palestine, Taiwan, Thailand,
Ukraine, Pakistan, Bangladesl.r,
Nepal ancl India.

Over 600 entries were
received from 36 countries. There
lvere as many as 13 members in the
Selection Conrmittee for choosing
films for lnternational ancl National
Ccunpetitions. Awards ranged from
the Golden Conch, Silver Conch plus
cash Rs.2,50,000, Rs.1,50,000,
Rs.1,00,000, Rs. 75,000 respectively
for tl're 19 different categorie's -
totalling prize moncy to thc' tune of

Vnsudniua Kutttntbnknm (A rvell
known vedic chant meanins
'The world is one family')

Rs.27.5 lakhs. Apart from this, the
Indian Documentary Producers'
Association (IDPA) - an inciepencient
body also cane forward to
award a Trophy anrl cash of
Rs.25,000 to the best film/Video.

The screening vellue,
Mumbai's Ravinrlra Natya Mandir
rvas tastefully converterl into three'
different theatres for International,
National ancl I(etrospectives
screening simultaneously. Three

Planet Earth wrapped with Film
- Svmbol of MIFF 2004- Symbol of MIFF 2004 __l

days in advance of the Festival, two
more tl'reatres were booked for
International and National juries at
the Films Division Complex.

The Chairman of the
International Jury rvas Tonr Zubrycki
fronr Australia with 30 years of
e'xperience as docurnentary filnr-
maker. With ltinr were four other
jtrrors: Raru N{ohar.r (arr h.rdian 'Walt
Disney'), Richard Green (South
Africa), Silac'litya Serr (lnr-lia), and
HelenaTrestikova (Czechoslovakia).
The Chairman of the Natiorral Jury
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was N. S. Thapa (Narayan Singh
Thapa) backed by 55 years of hard-
earttecl experieuce in newsre-els artcj

docurnentary filrns with rnany
awards. Four jurors to assist him
were P. K. Nair (India), Aurel Klimt
(Czech Republic), D. Cautaman
(Inclia) arrcl the author of this article.

MIFF-2004, just an eight-year
oltl Indian chil.'l has trorv grou'n in
stature by l'recoming orre of the three
largest anrl the best t-rrgarrized
clocurnerrtary film festivals of the
n,orlcl - the seconcl largest in Asia
next only to Japan (Yamagata). Thr,rs

8th MIFF-2004 has become a

significant international everrt.

Time hatl come tcl shorv the
lvorld what India could do - e'u,e,n in
the field of rlocumentary, shorts and
animation films. The symbol for this
Festival r,r'as Planet Earth, rvrapped
around r.r'ith filmstrip. The symbol
signifies a reality.The film-footage of
52 years of national grorvth that is
treasured by the Film Division carr
easily engulf the entire globe ivith
topics of art, culture, industry,
scierrce, environment, eclucation,
health, fanrily rvelfare, agriculture,
biographies, history, sports, land, the
people etc.

Award to K. L. Khandpur

The most inrportant itenr rvas
the presentation of the Dr. \'.
Shautaram Lifetime Achievemerrt
Arr'ard to Lahore-borrr Sl'rri Kishen
LalKhanrlpur. A princely figr.rre at
the age of 81 as he moveti ton'artls
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the dais, the audience greeted him
enthusiastically. Kiran Shantararn,
son of the legenclary V. Shantaram
presented him a citation ancl cash
award of lls.2 .5 lakl'rs. In the miclst
I slr()ntillleous clrrpPing, att

ernotionailv charged Kharrclpur
cotrlcl just mlttter: "lt's an alvarel for
the rlocumentary film movement." To
nrark the occasiott a Special MIFF
Cancellation stamp were released by
the Postal Department.

Triumph of the Will

On the Opening Day MIFF-
2004 paicl homage to the great
Cernran filmmaker - Leni Riefenstahl
(1902 - 2003) who Iived to be 101.

ln a tribute to her, one of her nrost

lremembered fllm,s, Triumph of the

Will - that was assigned to her as

Director in 1934 by Adolf Hitler -

rr'as screened for the clocumentary
fihnmaker of the ciay. Some of us felt
that it had no relevance to this
Festival.

But while going deep into the
background of the subject it was
found to be quite informative: While
corrsolidating his polver Flitler
rr'anted to celebrate (Nazi) "Irarty
Dal"' through a huge pageant
parade. He therefore erectec{ a stone
structure 1300 feet long and 80 feet
high. Crowning it was a giant eagle
rr'ith a 10O-foot wing-spreacl antl
f'luitering all around were thousauds
of sutastika banners. To shorv the
strength and power that he commall-
ded at that momerit, he decided to
create a permanent record of the
event. Ife therefore, assigned the task
of making a feature-length film to
Leni Riefenstahl! Leni in turn
tlelegatecl tl're assigrrment to someolle
clse. Hitler rvas upset. He imme-
.liately calle.-l for Leni ant-l instead
of gettirrg angry he triecl to persuacie
her bv sayirrg that "Yor.r'll only have
tir qiv e up six c-lays of yclur life." Leni
jr.rsisted that she lvas the last person
in the rvorld to do sr.rch a film. "l am
rrot a nrember of the partv anr.l I dtln't
evt:n knol the difference befr'r'een SA

It;

and SS". "That is rvhY I rvant Yott
to do it" said Hitler. "That will give
it a fresh approach."

Leni arrived in Nuremberg a

rveek before the opening tlay, u'ith
a crew of 1.20, inclur{ing sixteen
cameran'Ien. Hitler provitied her all
the facilities. On the day of the event,

Leni ancl her camerameu filmed the
spectacular scene. It was the first
display of the militarY might of
Germany since the First World War.
The gatheri.r-rg of 300,000 was almost
uncontrollable. Leni and her
cameramell came away with
thousanrls of feet of extraordinary
footage. While the editing *'as going
on there were protests from some of
the Nazi party leaders whose images

hac{ not been included. Hitler
suggestecl a compromise to Leni to
fit into the film the pictr-rres of the
disgruntled leaders. Leni took it as

an offence to her creative principles
of documeutary film-making antl
refuserl. I{itler I'reatetllv persistecl.
Accorcling to Ler-ri's orvlr versiou, she

stanlpecl her foot aucl shoutetl, "I
rvon't do it!" "Are your forgetting
rvhorn you are talking to?" Hitler
warneel. But such was her
conviction and such was Hitler's
appreciation of I'rer talent that Leni
completec{ the film lvithor-rt any
clranges and she titled it Triutnph Of
The Will.

At tl're premiere, Nazi partY
officials greeted Leni cocllly but eveu
Goebbels - her greatest critic -
realized that it was an outstanding
achievenrent. The film was awarded
the Mav Day "cultural achievement"
award for best film of the year and
rvas later recogrlized universally as

one of the most important clocu-
mentarv fihn ever nrade, eventually
rvinning a golcl nredal at the 1937

World Exhibition in Paris, for its
artistry.

t

Fift-v-five year olcl Helena
Tres tikova, Docttme'utary filnrnraker
on social issttes fronr Czechoslovakia
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said: MIFF is for me a very interesting

and important opportunity to know
Inciia - her culture, new films and
new people. SuPrio Sen from West
Bengal burst-out: EverY show is a

classic, evey set is a uerv grat-le, Ml|F
is a university to me.

Patrick Cazals a Producer-
director fronr France and Maker of
a 52-minute tlocutnentary, Amritn
Sher-GiI, LJne Rhapsoclie Indierurc (An

Indian Rhapsody) was more
emphatic: The idea, the spirit, the

construction and the echo givell
to the documeutarY are verv
changeable from oue continent to the

other. At the MIFF, there is a friendly
confrontation of these "documented
viewpoints".

An Indian Rhapsody

Viewing the scale of the
natioual and internatiorral conrpe-
tition films at the MIFF it is clear that
there is a llew phenomellolr in the
making of cloctttlentary filnrs. Thc
aggressive careerists $'ltcl hat'e
tasted povver in their craft have
come out lvith bold expressious. For
exanrple, 32-year old Eliane Raheb

from Lebanon irr her 26-nriur-rte
docunrentary " Intihar" (Suicide)
depicted the attack and fall of Irat1.

For the anrrihilation of the regime
she used the most approPriate
visnals - famous by nolv - shon'ing
the fall of Sadciam Husseiu's
statue in the centre of Baghdad. Ancl
courageously, she has shown the
same fallen pillar going back to its
original position with the statue of
President Bush, which has no global
approvall In a running commentary
behind these visuals, she questions:
"Did we all contribtrte to this war
in some way or another? Were we
involved by being gluc'cl to the
television screen, or perhaps by
allowing the media to manipulate
us? Or lvere we victinrs of false
aspirations, of deceptive hopes of
victory, an illttsiou which focllc'tl
thousancls of tl ie-hard Arab
volunteers who went to Irat1. Where
are they today?"



Ek Sagar Kinare

Goa is associated with the
lover's sigh, with detachment and
serenitv. A young boy in his
twenties, Laxmikant Shetgaonkar
from Goa has produced an excellent
ciocunrentary - Ek Sagar Kinnre (A
Seaside Story). A young foreign
tourist girl 'Nancy' roams the
seashore near a small village. She
comes in contact with a happily
married school teacher named
Shabu. They became friencls. Nancy
tries to peep into the lifestyle of
Shabu. She often visits his house.
Shabu asks her about her parents
and about her married life. Nancy
is frank. She has fought with her
parents and separated from her
husband. Shabu invites her for
dinner. The harmclnious lifestyle of
a poor Intlian teacher in a small
village on a peaceful seashore makes
a great impact on Nancy. Full of
tears, she confesses to Shabu. She
will adjust her life and hereafter
invest her future in something long-
Iasting. "I will search for my parents
and meet my husband." Saying so,
she boards a bus anci goes away.
This incident also inf luenced
Shabu's life. Thereafter he becomes
a more caring husbandl Not
surprisingly, Director Laxmikant
Shetgaonkar was one of the national
award winners.

Sulivorc

Another masterpiece,' S urui-
uors' is from Kerala. The theme is
based on the suicide of two young
girls. Kerala has the highest literacy
rate in India yet there is an alarming
upward trer-rd in suicides! The
phenomenon is intriguing. The 23-
nrinute documentary is the factual
recorcl of two young girls in their
adolescence who want to live
logether. But social norms are
against their love. When one
experiences pure love, there is a

sense of holism, exhilaration and
freeclom. There cannot be space for
hate in such a situation. Unable to
bear the insults and taunts hurled

at them all the time, they decide to
take the exheme step. lf they couldn't
live together, bctter they riie together.
They go to a lush green forest nearby,
and by the side of a rturning stream
swallow poison and give up this
world, thus turning their love into
I'roly communion! The director of the
film is a 22-year old girl from
Malappuran (Kerala). Shimna is a

self taught painter, poet and tl'reatre
activist. Her documen tary' Suraioors'
is a product of four years of rigorous
research.

Shimna won the Golden
Conch and cash Rs.1,50,000 for the
Best Documentary Film - the
achievement is all the more
remarkable for the fact that this was
Shimna's first independent film.

A Certain Liberation

Yasmine Kabir from Bangla-
desh as Producer, Cameraman,
Editor and Director presented her 37-
minute film 14 Certain Liberation' .T\e
year is 1971 when Razakars roamed
rvild in what was then East
Pakistan, collaborating with the
occupying forces. Gurudasi Mondol
a lady imprisoned and raped by the
Commander of the Razakars was
freed by the Bangladesh Liberation
Army. 31 years later. we see
Gurudasi continuing to roam the
streets of Kopilmoni, a small town
in Bangladesh. In her madness, she
has found the strategy of survival.

Swara

Szttnra - A Bridge Ouu Troubled
Water is a 40 minute doctrmentary
from Pakistan. Sutnra is an age-old
practice where girls are given away
in n'rarriage as part of a peace
making arrangement between two
disputing parties - one of the most
painful social problerns that is
facing northern Pakistan.

Through interviews given by
the girls who were actuallv given
away as Swarn, the documentary
atten'lpts to draw the attention to this
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continuing social stigma. Unfortu-
nately the rulers are blind to this
issue. Even the n'righty lvlusharr.rf,
who does nclt like to be over-
sl'radowed by auvone in Pakistan,
feels helpless to interfere in this
crude tribal ritual. Little has changed
in this part of Pakistan. Traditional
jirgas (courts) routinely pass
judgment giving away girls irr
marriage to compensate the ag-
grievecl party. Ironically, Pakhtuns
in Pakistan consider this a religious
practice! This film has been directed
by a progressive Pakhtun laclr.' -
Samar Minallah, an M.Phil irr
Anthropology and Development
from the University of Cambridge,
U.K. Her documentary has beeu
screened widely in Pakistan.

Twin Towers

Twirt Towers al1 elttry from the
USA is a 34-minute documentary. Its
subject matter - September 11 - is
quite fresh in everyone's mind. The
film is about about the officers of the
New York City Fire Department who
vvere am()r1g the first to answer the
call. The film follows a Harlem based
unit before the tragecly anri then
deals rvith the fate of these l'ire-
figl'rters. The central characters in the
film are Joseph Vigiano, a young
officer in the unit, and iris father,
retired fireman John Vigiano Sr., n'ho
is orre of the most decorated
firefighters in the history of the Neu,
York City Fire Department. John had
a second son, John fr. who followed
him into the NYFD. The tragedy of
9/11 destroyed many families, but
as former Mayor Ruclolplr
Giuliani emotionally says in the film,
"Many farnilies u'ere affected bv the
attack on America, but what this
family was askerl to bear was really
too much."

MIFF has grown like a

beautiful tree. Let it grow even bigger
with each edition.

MR. PREM VAIDYA, a docunreniary
film maker, was with the Films Division
of the Government of India. He can bc
contacted at premvaidya@hotmail.corn
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Hfemake
Steam.

Every other company sells boilers. Not us

We sell total steam solutions. With a full range of Spirax

steam energy conservation products, microprocessor
based control instrumentation to ensure optimal energy usage

and services to help you better harness steam, air and water'

Our Energy Audit service helps optimise your energy costs, 
..

our Consiftancy service provides with detailed engineering of all

process utilities, and our Steam Engineering Centre provides

education and training on efficient utilisation of steam'
The result is lower energy consumption, improved product quality

and better control of your process.

And yes, we make boilers, too. The best in the business'
Our fully packaged boilers with efficiency monitors and automatic

blowdown contiols give maximum fuel efficiency, so you don't

waste heat.

So the next time you want a big metal box in which
to burn up your fuel budget, call someone else. And

the next time you want to conserve energy and save money,

try a total steam solution.

Forbes Marshall
Mumbai-Pune Road, Kasaruvadi, Pune 411 034. lndia'

.T€l: g1(O)20 - 7145595 oFax: g1(0)20 -7'147413.E - mail: bizdev@forbesmarshall.com awww.forbesmarshall.com



Nelson Mandela
- A Blow for Women's Rights

Kusum Choppra

Winnie's political execution was swift and savage; and it was
horrendously public. As public as Nelson's immediate plunge

into his prime time romance.

conspiracy of silence.

In this case too, the lady took
full ae{vantage of the western media
to ensure that her jailed husband
remained in the headlines; it was she
who raised awareness of hinr, not
only across Africa, but across the

At one time, he was the
universal hero.

The argument was: when
jawaharlal Nehru and the rest of our
Independence brigade never hesi-
tated to take advantage of every
British offer of parole to slip out of
jail, here was a man who
stuck it out inside, never
verrturing out at all, no
matter rvhat blandishments
were offered, no matter rvl.rcr

fell ill or died outside, no
matter what happened.

He refused to accept
the regime's' generosity' bv
bargaining with his right-
eous stand. He was the man
who remained in prison
uninterruptedly, confidant
that his work outside was
being carried on.

For while he and his
cohorts either left the
country or went to jail, the work was
carried on and his memory was kept
fresh in tl're mind of the whole wide
rvorld by his wife, Winnie Mandela.

And she used that time-
honored tactic which has paid such
rich dividends to the Gancihi-Nehru
brigade, whose assiduous culti-
vation of the western meclia has left
the lasting impression that it was
they and they alone who won India
her independence; the silent
sacrifices of thousands of other
freedom fighters submerged in a

whole world; it was she who plotted
and manoeuvered against the
apartheid regime, shifting house
constantly, often fugitive, but
keeping her embattled family under
her wings, balancing political work
with parenting and with police
be'atings; all the rvhile ensuring that
the worlcl could not forget her
husband in that dreaded jail, Nelson
Mandela.

It was not a case of ' they also
serve who stand aud wait '; she
neither stood nor waited, she plotted
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and battled and maneuvered and
fought and kicked all the time.

Firrally, after years of battling
and fighting and politicking across
the globe, the wife triumphed in
getting her aging husband out of jail.

Honorably ? No bargains for
freedonr ? But triumph n'as
short-lived. The encl of the
Mandela dream.

Here was Nelson
Mandela, the man who hacl

sat it out in jail, leaving the
dirtv work, of fighting to rid
the country of apartheid, to
his second wife.

Nelson had divorced
his wife of eleven years,
Evelyn ttr marrv Winnie,
whose royal African lineage
was to stand him in good
stead as he manoeuvered
himself to the forefront of

the political stage. And then he left
all his political and family
responsibilities on her capable
shoulders, while he made a lengthv
political statement by remaining iu

lail.

Perhaps, when the hour of
trir"rmph was at hand, it lvas e'hfficult
for those u'ho had sat it out in jail,
irr London rlr elsewhere, to su allon'
the obvious popularity of the one
who had stayed at home to fight on
home territory? The hor.rnding of
Winnie Manclela started iu right

Nelson and Winnie Mandela - ln happier times
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earnest. Sordid allegations, of
liaisons, of violence, of other matters
surf ace r'l.

Was fornrer terrorist Nelson
).1.ir',t1ll;r as vct r,rnblootlcc'l thnt he
ct.l-rkl not accept allegations of blood
orr \\,'inrrie's hanris so blantlly?

Were the har-rds of all those
other nnti-apartheid leaders clean
arrd anti-septic? Was freedom from
apartheid actually won without a

blou'? If the spirit of Mahatma
Gandhi had been so effectively
reviverl, why did the worlcl not hear
abor"rt it?

Winrrie's pcllitical execution
rvirs swift and savage; and it was
horrendously public. As public as

Nelson's immediate plunge into his
prime time'ronrance.

Like tsritain's beleaguered
Irrincc Charles, South Africa's
Nclson iVlandela too assiciuously
btrilt up the grountl for " prime age"
marriage. First came the spate of
llervspaper stories across the globe
about the budding of a "regal
romance ", of a "love nratch nrade
irr heaven" for the unofficial first
couple of Black Africa.

Nelson Mandela, 78 had
tinally made it to the presidentship
of Sorrth Africa after long years of
imprisonrnent by the apartheid

regime auci Graca Machel, 51 was
the rviclow of Samora Machel the
freedom fighter who led
Mozambique's liberation battle
against tl.re Portuguese aud was
rcrvardc.l rvith the Prcsir{entship
and the eclucati<.lt.t ministership for
his wife, later widon'.

After weeks of news of the
developrnent of the romattce aud
photos of the couple hand-in-hand
comes an innocuous sounding
report of tl're remarriage, iIr August
1.997, of Nelson Mandela's little
known first rvife', not Winnie
Mandela, but l'rer predecessor, Evelpt
Mase-Mandela. This prime tinte
nrarriage c()mes at ag,e 77,40 years

after l'rer divorce from Nelson... to ease

her loneliness. The selected groom,
Simon Rakeepile rvho lvas rvic'lowed
only six weeks before his rcmarriage.

Next step ....

Gandhi anc{ Nehru n'ere kept
in the ptrblic eye by good fricncls in
the media. While most of his arrti-
apartheid cohorts remained virtually
allollyrnolls to the rest of the rvorld,
it was Winnie who kept Nelson
Marrdela in the public eye. But just
as the Partition harl to happen to
enable Nehru to takc'over as Prime
Minister imnrediatelv, so too South
Africa had its Truth and Reconci-
liation Commission to allow Nelson
Mandela l'ris rlays of glory .... fast,
be'fore it lvas too late.

So now the world enioYs the

spectacle of a woman being publiclY
condemned, while her husband
enjoys prirne time romance, and the
perpetrators of apartheid get off scot-

frcc,'cotrfessirrg' thcir crinrcs ttr

continue their ecottomic pluncler
urteler the treuevolertt e_yes of
international financial giants.

And the poor of Soutll Africa?
who gave Mandela the status of a

saviour? they remain where thel'
lvere: sunken in poverty, with poor
housing, few jobs, less health ancl

erlucation, just as it n'as uncler the
apartheid regime. Only the colour of
the. Boss-man has chauged, from
rvhite to black. Little e.lse has
changed.

Perhaps Nelson and Winnie
Manclela are amolrgst the most
misunderstood couples today. The
one poses as a hero, too tired ofjail
to do arrytl-ring but tired prime time
love'.

The other wanting her share
of the glorv she slogged for and the
energy still to fight for it. Ditl she ask
for too much?

Hnprr- BrRrHoAY, NELSoN.

KUSUM CHHOPIIA is a iournalist ancl
a regrrlar contributor lo Freedom [irst lill
lrvo years ago. It's good to have her back
arnong the pages of this journal. - fd,

It is a fallacy that if you cut down the rate of tax, your revenues drop.
They do not do anything of the sort to the same extent. Tax cuts have a

therapeutic, healing value, and the law of increasing returns sets in. Just

to give you an example, if my income were to be Rs.1.5 lakhs and the

tax was 40 per cent, that would yield more to the revenues than if my

income was Rs.1 lakh and the tax cut was 50 per cent. ln otherwords,
a small slice of a big cake is bigger than a bigger slice of a small cake.

Minoo Masani
in the course of a Budget speech

in the Lok Sabha on 10 March 1966

tr'rcedon tr'tlrst Jul.r-Seplenber 2004



'Let Freedom Reign' for the Young
Sukrit Sabhlok

Were the Taliban still dictatlng their wishes in Afghanistan, it's highly improbable
that Robina Muqimyar, a 17-year old who will be competing in the Olympics as
one of Afghanistan's first two female athletes would have been able to do so.

Young people like me usually
prefer not to dwell unnecessarily on the
past. We seen to agree with inventor
Charles Kettering, who said: "My
interest is in the future because I am
going to spend the rest of my life there"
The young in Iraq and elsewhere are
coming to terms with the fact that, for
all the criticisms made by anti-war
commentators about the decision to go
to war in Iraq, these same critics have
been either strangely silent, or have
conveniently played down positives
arising from the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein.

Critics have told us the war was
"unjustified". It was really about
control of oil, and not about helping
Iraqis, say staunch critics. Perhaps. Brrt
there's no point in beating a dead horse,
as there are currently 12 million people
in lraq under the age of 19 - more than
half the country's population - who
need our constructive support. Despite
the installation of denrocriiy in lraq and
Afghanistan having come at a
significant price, it's the young there
who are going to eventually benefit.

Democracy creates the icleal
environme'nt for creativity and fosters
innovation, which in turn moves societv
forward. It has the potential to keep
governnents accountable too, and gets
yourlg people involved in political
Processes.

Were the Taliban still dictating
their wishes in Afghanistan, it's highly
improbable that Robina Muclimyar, a
17-year old who will be competing in
the Olympics as one of Afghanistan's
first two female athletes, would have
been encouragc'd to step foot outside
hcr home, let alone "parade" herself in
front of hundreds of thousands. Now
without the Taliban's presence, the push

towards education for all - without
gender bias - has new force in
Afghanistan, and children are being
encouraged to attend school.

h'r Baghdad,20 year-old Hadeel
Alwan is one of the youngest recruits
of lraq's new police force. She is also
female; in fact, she's among the first
females to be hired for law enforcement
in Iraq since the 1960s. "My biggest
wish is to destroy terrorism," sairl
Alwan in a Rclfcrs report. Some of
America's largest youth orgarrisations,
including the YMCA, are making their
presence felt through soccer games and
other initiatives designed to inspire hope
among Iraqi children.

It may have stunk of political
theatre when George Bush scribbled
"Let Freedom Reign!" on a note
informing him of the handover of
power in Iraq, yet the words were
appropriate because, although the
stockpiles of weapons of mass
destruction haven't beeu found, what
/las been found is just as important.
Thousands of mass graves have been
uncovered and torture chambers have
been revealed. The nredia has
conveyed harrowing stories of the
mutilated victims of Saddam's regime.

In ac'ldition, the best estimates
say thousands of orphans arc, missing
one or both parcnts becausc of Sacld;rm.
Why isn't discussion prt>gressing to
tackle such issues?

The sanctions imposcd by thc
Unitcd Nations because of Saddam's
past actions, coupled with the Iratli
govcrlrnent's own priorities, were
financially crippling sizable numbers of
families in Iraq and pushing thr.m
ton'ards poverty. Young people in the
old lraq rvere not allorved to reach tl-rcir
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full potential. That much is clear.

When Indian youth arc
concemed with poignant issues they are
free to criticisc tire government openly.
In Iraq, the young did not enjoy such
a privilege. For the first time, the young
there will be able to exercise democratic
rights and vote out the governmerrt that
would dare lie to them. In Spain this
year, the government was toppled bv
thc youth vote; a similar fate may arvait
successive Iraqi governments.

Save the Children estimates tlrat
close to 90 percent of all injuries and
deaths during war are sustained by
civilians, nlostly women and children.
Indeed, Pamela Bone wrote in The Aga
(uly 3) that the "most honest estimates"
place the civilian toll betrveen 9,000 and
11,000. A statement by Ayad Allawi, the
Iraqi PM, said that before the r.var a

shocking "1 million Iraqis" were
"missing because of Saddam." Allawi
leaves me rvondering how mauy ntore
innocent lives could have disappcared
were Saddam still in por.r'er.

Young people around the worlcl
have heeded the call for help: hundreds
are volurrteering their time antl skills
to aid in the co-ordination of resourccs
in Iraq. As Iraqi expatriates slowlv
trickle back to rebuilding efforts, thev
face an lraq where tensions betn'e'en
ctl'rnic groups arc running high arrd
adrenaline is flowing frccly. But small
improvements in quality of lifc mattcr,
especially if it improves the lives of the
very young, who didn'i ask to be born
orphaned, or even, ask to be born into
thc volatile environment creatctl bv
8r()\4'n-uPs.

Mlt. SUKIIIT SABIILOK studies at the
Melbourne Grammer School and is a

regular colr,rmnist for www.vibewire.net
where he writes on youth affairs.
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South Asia at Islamabad
Usha Thakkar

When I received an invitation to participate in a Seminar on "Current Domestic
Policy Challenges and Prospects in South Asia" (May 26-27, 2003) at lslamabad, I

accepted it enthusiastically. This Seminar was jointly organized by the lnstitute of
Regional Studies, lslamabad and the Hanns Seidel Foundation. Experts from

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and lndia presented well-articulated papers,
and what followed were stimulating discussions and candid comments. The three-

day Seminar left its mark on the minds of the participants for the quality of
intellectual stimulation, the transparency of discussions, free interactim with

invitees and the warm hospitality of the lnstitute of Regional studies.

The inaugural address was
given by Mr. Shaukat Aziz, Federal
Minister for Finance in Pakistan.
There were five panels for five
countries - Pakistan, Banglaciesh, Sri
Lanka, Nepal and India.

Conceptual Deterrninants of Policy
Making in Pakistan

In a thought-provoking
presenta tion Cortcep t ual D e t e n n inan t s

of Policy Mnking in Pnkistnn, Dr.
Manzoor Ahmed of Pakistan clrc'w
attention to issues like role of extemal
issues in determining domestic
policies, the growirrg distrust of the
Islamic world and tl-re perception of
the Islamic political groups as being
selfish, insensitive to the deprived,
and corrupt. lust as the Islamic
ideology paradigm is not rvorkable
in the form it is currently advocated
by Islamic ideologues in Pakistarr,
religion too cannot be throv;n out of
the political, economic and social
decision-making process as su.g-
gested by the liberal elite of the
country. Ultimatelv for a civil society
to be a tolerant and moral society
there shoulc-l be freetlonr of thought
arrd action as long as thev are not
cogrrizably offensive to nroral
stancl ards.

Rise of Religious Parties: Stake-
holders in the System?

Religior,rs parties have been a

major political phenomenon in
Pakistarr since 1947, pointed out
Khaled Ahmed in his paper on the
Rise of Rc/igicrrrs Parties: Stakelrclders
itt thc System? In his incisive analysis
of the subject, he drew attention to
the fact that the spectrum of opinion
is divided between those who thiuk
that denrocracy would transform the
religious parties and those rvho
think that religious parties would
transform c'lemocracy till it is no
longer recognizable as clemocracy.
This, in tnrrr, rvould irnpose isolation
orr Pakistarr and harm it by making
it clash with the outside world. The
religious parties of Pakistan are set
to play a role they had always
dreanred of, that of imposing a

theocratic orcler in Pakistan. This
rvill happen in an extre'mely globa-
lized political envirorrment which the
religious parties consider as their
erlemy. How tl'rey will cope with it,
especially as the national economy
is virtually globalized and is
dcperrdent orr cxtcrrral con-cessions,
is a vital rluestion.

Pakistan's Economic Restructuring:
Irnpact and Future Prospects

A. l{. Kemal, in his paper
Pnkistnrt's ccottorrtic restructuring:
Itrrpact otul future ptrosyccts, pre'sented
a cornpreherrsive arralysis of
Pakistan's economy. He examined
structural charrges irr the finarrcial
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sector of the ecorlomy inclucling
fiscal and monetary policies, foreigrr
exchange reseryes and exchange rate
policy. The restructuring of real
sectors of the economy incuding
investment, human resource tleve-
lopment ancl procluctivitv gron,th
rvere also explorerl.

State of Civil Society, Rule o{ Law
and Human Rights

Barrister Shahida Jamil, in her
presentation on Stafe of Ciuil Society,

Rule of Laut and Hwnan Rlglrts tracetl
the history of events before and afte.r

Partition. She expressetl conceru
over the strength of the Hindu
Ieadership in India, and the unresol-
ved issue of Jammu and Kashmir.
The need to restore norrns and
respect for the rule of lan' and to
ensure the human rights of the
citizens was emphasizeci.

Politics of Confrontation: the Crisis
of Parliamentary System in
Bangladesh

Bangladesh has experienccd
many political changes since its
energence 32 years ago. There u'ere
three papers tiiscussing I'aritrus
issues relatecl to Banglaclesir. Aknral
Hussaiu in his paper on Po/itics r,/
Confrotttatiotr: the (yisi5 6i Pnr-
linmentarrl Systen in Banglatltslt
presented a revierv of political
tlevelopments in the country anrl ar-r
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sessiolls, boycotted
the sessions, and
resorted to street
asitation including
qeneral strikes.

analysis of the political culture of
Barrglaclesh, the idea of a Caretaker
sovernment, the parlialnentary
practices of the Bangladesh Nationa-
list Party and the Awami League
ant'l the contribution of street-
agitatiorr irr creating confrontation
st1,l. l-r politics. He ably sl'rorverl
similarities between the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and the Awami
League. Both initially rejected the
election results calling them a fraud,
later joined the parliamentary

shoulcl therefore be addressed by a

synergic approach taking into
consideration the importance of
sustainable improvements in the
livelihood of and basic services for
the poor; assisting local govemments
to respond to the needs of the poor;
assistirrg non-government organi-
zations and community-based
organizations to strengthen the voice
of the poor; and iuitiating pro-poor
growth and budgetary policies.

SAARC NATIONS

Sri Lanka

Prospects for Peace and Third Party
Facilitation in Sri Lanka

The peace process in Sri
Lanka has drawn considerable
international attention. The session
on Sri Lanka had two papers. In his
paper or1 Prospecls for Peace and Third
Party Facilitatiott in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Jehan Perera drew attention to the
important fact that a success in Sri
Lanka is likely t<-r irrduce the
international conrmtrnity to invest
more resorlrces in ensuring that
peace processes elsewhere in the
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lvorld can be successfully supported.
But a failure in Sri Lanka will be a
huge blow not only to its own
people, but will also jeopardize the
l'ropes and prospects for peace
elseu'here in South Asia arrd the
world at large.

Third Party Mediation and
Facilitation in Establishing Peace in
Sri Lanka

In his detailed paper onTlird
Party Mediatiort and
Fncilitatiotr itt Estab-
Iishing Peace in Sri
Lanlca: A role Model t'or
Sttuth Asia? Dr.
Dushyantha Mendis
discussed the com-
plexity of the Sri
Lankan issues attrac-
ting mediation and
facilitation, the emer-
gence of the LTTE, the
Indian intervention,
the Norrvegian facili-
tation, the situation
anci the present peace
process. He main-
tained that if the
peace process is to
yield lasting benefits
for the Sri Lankan
state and the long
suffering people of the
north and east of Sri
Lanka, there appears
to be nowls'ino

to a jt-rint SAARC lfiter-

\
Nepal: Politics of Stalemate,
Confusion and Uncertainty

M. R. Josse pre-sentetl a

detailed overview of Nepnl: Politics
of Stalenmte, Cot{rtsiorr nnd Unccr-
tainty. The paper discussed tlre
Maoist insurrection, peace talks of
2001, the exterlt of violence and
extenral factors. It expressed concent
that Nepal today stood at a dan-
gerous crossroad.

T-
I

I
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State of Law and
Order and Military
Involvement and its
Consequences

Brigadier
C,erreral Sakhawat
Hussain (Itetd) in
lris paper State of Lmu
nrrtl Orcler arrcI Mili-
tnry Ittaolaentutt aud
its Cotrsequenccs - A
IJ n t r u lndt:sh P e rspe c-
Iiuc, cliscussed the
happenings ancl the
history of the mili-
tary in the country
aud argued that no
tlernocratic society,
especially an emer-
ging clemocracy like Bangladesh,
rr'ishes to hand over internal affairs
to the military under any pretext
uuless the sifuation goes beyond the
control of the government. What is
neecic'd is strengthening of demo-
cratic norms and institutions.

Poverty, Politics and Governance:
Bangladesh experiences

Dr. Salahudclin M. Aminuz-
zirnlan in his paper argued that
povertrr is associated rvith poor
g(\\'enrance. Poverty irr Banglarit'sh

altemative
vention.



India's Destiny: Secularism or
Hindutva

Eir:ht prese.ntatious on Inclia
brought out diverse issues and
challenges f acing India, Mani
Slrankar Aiyar in his paper Intlia's
Destiny: Seuilarisn or Hindutaa tracecl
its history and explorecl Nehru's
liberal ideas. He argued that
secularism is about contemporaneity
and Hindutaa is about atavism, a

retnnt to a pre-existir-rg order, a

rviping out of the present reality.
That is why it carlnot be allowecl to

frrevail. India's clestiny has to be a

secular one.

Religion as Ethnicity: Hindutva in
Britain

Maneesha Tikekar, in her
paper on Re/iglorr ns Ethtricity:
Iliudutun in Britairr, took a brief
review of the role of I Iintlu
organisations and their activities iu
the Hinclutva movement in Britain.
It argued that the formation of the
Hindu identity is not influenced by
the events in Inclia alone but is also
shapecl to a considerable extent bv
the diasporas' perceptions and expe-
rierrces of discrimination arrd
marginalisation in the host society,
and perceptions of the self vis-i-vis
the 'other' - British Muslims.

Mainstream Politics and Minorities

Asghar Ali Engirreer clearly
brought out tl"re clevelopments in
rnairrdtream politics and minorities
dr.rrirlg the Nehru era and subse-
r'1tr.'nt tinres in l'ris paper Moirrstrettttr
Politics ottd Minorit ies. Commenting
on the regional c-liversitios in Inc-lia,
he pointed out tl-rat Muslims in Bihar,
lVest Bengal and Kerala are not as

inse'cnre as in sorne other states.

]Iindutva and Indian Democracy

Irfan Errgineer arguecl in his
paper Hirtdutun atrti Intliatt Detrtttcractl
that Hindutva is against the Lrasic

structure of the Inrlian Consiitution,

i.e. secularism as well as equal rights
to all citizens. Now the secular and
dernocratic forces will have to
acldress the concerns of the people
and resolve to contain terrorism
rather than allolv the Hindutva
organizations to use terrorism to
push their orvn agenc{a.

Minorities Terrorism and Demo-
cratic Politics

In his paper Minorities
Terrorism nncl Detnocratic Politics
Bharat Karnad commented on the
ethnically cliverse, multi-religious
aud secular democracy in India. His
main argument was that while
Partition did not change the
communal and religions demo-
graphy of India very much, the
Pakistan tlrat emergecl after "1947

divestetl itself of the Hindu and Sikh
minoritics ancl thereby lost the social
anc-l political ballast that, in Inclia,
has ensured a pluralistic society and
denrocratic rule.

Secular Democracy in India:
Domestic and Regional Challenges

P. M. Kamath, in his
presentation Secular Dertrocracy in

India: the Domestic and Regional
Challcnges elaborated on the practice
of secularism in India and the
challenges thrown by communalism
and political parties formed on a

religious basis. He argued the need
to give up majority-minority concepts
(i.e. referring to religious, caste or
linguistic status of citizens) in our
political discourse, to take a firm
stand against terrorism, and to make
a comrnitment to democracy anc-l

sectrlarism in thc rcgion.

Bigotry and Hurnan Rights

Yogesh Kamdar in his paper
tx-r Brgrrf ry nrul Hunnn Rlgllls showed
n'ith examples that all the wings of
the state in India viz. the legislature,
the executive ancl the judiciary have
to bear their ow'n shares of the blame
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for stifling freeclom of speech ancl
expression - directlv and inciirectiy.

The Gujarat Assembly Elections
2002: Results and Ramifications

My presentation orr Tlte
Gujarnt Assetnbly Electiotts 2002:
Resrr/ls and Ranit'icatiorrs analyscd thc
results ar-rd implications of the
recent elections in Cujarat. I nain-
tained that the Cujarat experiment
could bring electoral victory because
of its specific cultural and political
scene at that time. The HindutttLl
factor cannot be a sure bait for all
the elections. The basic democratic
and secular framework of the Indian
Polity is going through stormy times,
but all is not yet lost.

DR. USHA THAKKAR is Honorarv
Director, Institute of Researclr on Gan-
dhian Thought and Rural Developnrent,
Mani Bhavan, Gandhi Sangrahalava,
Mumbai.

Leopard Attacks at Mumbai's
Sanjay Gandhi National Park

The law does not permit killing the
cats to reduce their number. Capturing
and releasing the cats in a different
location only transfers the problem
elsewhere. Can the Gol, BNHS and
other concerned NGOs create a nature
reserye on an uninhabited island in the
Andaman & Nicobar group of islands
and transfer such animals to the island
reserve?

One, unproductive land is put to use.
Two, if this island is developed well, it
could become a safari park and a
tourism attraction. The animals will be
at peace, so will the forest dwellers. lf
this sounds farfetched, perhaps the
leopards should be caught, spayed
and released. This will reduce the
leopard population over time.

lf this is done, Sanjay Gandhi
National Park will have earned its
name. After all, isn't this what Sanjay
Gandhi did to people in Uttar Pradesh
during the so-called Emergency
imposed by his mother in 1975?

Kumar Ramachandran
Mumbai.
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Is the Indian Press the Voice of the Voiceless?

N. S. Vcnkatararnan

It is not a secret anymore that many political, social organizations and
industrial enterprises buy their space in the Press, by exerting influence

and even bribing the reporters.

Many persons in the knorv of
things, would havc bccn surprised to
read the Prime Minister's* speech on
the 125th year celebrations of The Hindrt
at Chennai that the Inclian Press shoulci
be the "voice of the voiceless".

The fact is tl'rat the Prime Minis-
ter and the so-called VIPs largely
present in the particular meeting rvould
have knorvn that the Iudian Press, by
anrl large, is not the voice of the

"'triceless. 
On the other hand, it has

slorvly and steadilv come under the
crrntrol of family on,nership alrcl
businessmen arrd many of them talk
about the problenrs of the poor and
deprived only in thc manner and to the
cxtent that it lvould suit them.

It is now well known that today
the predominant objective of the Indian
Press is to promotc business ancl make
money, n'hich objective is explained
arvay by stating that thc journals and
ncwspapcrs themselves would collapse
in the absence of nroney generation.

For the sake of econonric objec-
tive's, the Indian Press have largely
resorted to mc.thods which are unethical
from the journalistic perspective.

Rarcly rve sce a journal or
ncrvsptrper in India rvhich clocs not n'ritc
atrout n'omcn and publish tl'rc photo-
craphs of rvomen, so as to attrirct thc
attcniion of the largely r-rrale dominatc'd
reaclcrship, u'ithout bothering abotrt the
harnr that is being done to the image
artcl position of n,onren in thr' socittv.
Strch methor.ls arc acloptcci cven bv
several of the so-callerl u'omcn's
jor-rrnals.

Iicfcrs to N,lr. A. U. Va.jpayec. This articlc
rvls rvrittcn rvell bcforc thL. rocL.nt
rlt,ctions to tlrc Lok Sabha.

Many newspapers and journals
publish the profiles of individuals and
organizations, without aclcquate
investigation anci n'ithou t hi ghlightin g

both the positive and negativc aspects.
If one were to believe. such mr'dia, one
would get an impression that evcrv
industrialist and NCO organization in
the country is blemishless.

It is not a secret anvmorc that
many political, social organizations and
industrial enterprises buy their space in
the Press, bv cxerting influencc and even
bribing the reportcrs. Evcrvthing is
being justified in the r-ranre of economics
and inconre and in the process, the
noble objectives of journalism are bc'ing
diluted and givcn arvay.

The essence of the journalistic
philosophy is that it nrust bc investi-
gation oriented, bring out the injusticc
meted ont to organizatiorrs and
individuals, r.rphold social arrd ethical
values and fight against the issucs that
are against the intercsts of socicty.

While there can bc differences of
opinion about rvhat is in thc. interc-sts
of society and rvhat is not, there carulot
be any differcncc of opinion about the
honcsty of approach nccdcd.

Such objcctivcs of journalisnr
obviorrsly highlight thc fact that moncy-
making objectivc carurot bc the bc all
anc-l end all of the mcelia.'lhis
rcquircment nleAlts that anvbodv
invcrlve'd in thc joumalistic profcssion
shouId be' sin-rple and straightfonvartl
not only in appearance, brrt also in
mental bcaring ancl shotrltl be rvilling
to make physical and financial sacrifices
for the sake of the causc.

Evcn the tcrnr "professional
journalist" appc.ars to bc illogical arrrl
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perhaps the right term would be "social
journalist".

Ry the objectivc of thc
profession, the journalists shor.rlcl
remain as the conscience keepers of the
nation and the journalists shoulc-l not
rcducc thcmselves by mcrclv running
after r-rrorrey. Such situation can take
plirce only if the media business is
vien,eci as a social proposition arrtl not
a busine'ss proposition. This is not
happening torlay, rvhich is the problcm
issuc.

1'he declining credibilitv of the
journals, 11e'\vspapers ancl thc elc'ctronic
merlia is lcading to a verv clifficult
sittr;rtiurrt, rr'hcrc the conrmolr nrarr ciut's
not know u,ho should be believccl anc'l

u'ho shoulrl not be. Such trend shakes
the confitlcnce of the people that rvoulti
crcate morc exploitative conditirrns,
u'here thc nlonev multiplie.rs ivill havc
a field dair arrd societv rvill lose its foctrs
and get rlestabilizcd. Such a sittraiion
shoulcl not be allou'ccl.

The intcrcsts of any nation antl
st-rcict_v are ultinrate.ly protectcd arrrl
preservecl only by the very small
segnrent of populatit-rn, rvhose strnd up
to the cause of truih, probity ancl rcal
progress. Thc journalists shotrlcl leatl this
very small segment of thc popr.rltrtiorr
anrl this is the prcrctltrisite to maintair-r
the quality of lifc in any societv.

Fin.rllv, the tlc,terioratiorr in thc
journalistic ethos jn the cor.rntrv has ttr
be'containcd by all concerne'd and mrrst
not bc ignorcd. Ignoring it rvor.rlcl lcad
to furthcr t-lctcrioration irr all resfrcct>
and n'ould not renrain harnrlcss.

NlR. N. S. VENKATAITAMAN is-lrustcc,
Nandini Voice for the Deprived,
Chennai.
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Fifty Years of Panchsheel
Why the Foreign Minister Wants to Celebrate Defeat

Ajay B. Agrawal

The whole world celebrates triumph; it seems we are bent
on celebrating defeat. Because Panchsheel was just that!

India's foreign minister has
talked about celebrating fifty years
of tl-re cleclaration of Panchsheel
tlr-rring his trip to China. Prior to this
the Governn'rent of India n'as corrsi-
.lrriug the possibility of sending
troops to Iraq in the changecl
circumstances. On being questioned
about the changed circumstances the

sovernment retracted its steps on the
declaration. The declaratiorr of
celcbratirrs Pntrchslteel has been
matle by Mr. Natwar Singh to shorv
some results arising from his visit to
Chiua. The' rvhok' world celebrates
triumph; it seems we are bent on
celebrating defeat. Because Parrch-
slrec/ n'as just that!

Panclrsheel rvas a fraud spread
by I'andit Jawaharlal Nehru lvhich
was exposed at the time of the India-
Clrirra war of 1962. The war was a

slap on the face of Pandit Nehru's
foreign policy. Now we want to
cclebrate that failure.

Pattchslrcel was not evell all
intlependerrt agreement. India and
Chira entered into a trade agreement
in the year 7954. Pnnchsfteel was an
annexure adcled on the request of
Inciia. Chirra was not irrterested. It
\\'as A trade agreement but its
inrplications were political. For the
frrst tirne in world history two
countries accepted Tibet as a state
of China. This was a most nn-
fortunate development for Tibet.
Irrr'lia arrt'l Cllirra elecided the fate of
TiLret rvhich they had no right to rlo.
The rc rvas widespread protest in

2,\

India over this agreenrent. Pandit
Nehru declared that the main gain
of the trade agreement was Pancb
sheel. Ir was claimeci to be the
guarantee of peace' in the whole
world.

The main principle of Panch'
sheel was to respect the borders of
one another's country. Pandit Nehrr,r

cleclarecl in the Inclian Parliameut,
'Live and let live....no one shoulcl
invade the other, l1o olle should fight
the other.... This is the basic
principle which rve have put in our
treaty with China.' A writer
remarkecl, 'Nehru referred to
Panchsheel in words which the
hindsight of history exposes both as

pathetic and prophetic......lf verbal
assurances of this character really
meant what they said, the rvorld
woulcl have talkeci itself into peace.'
Acharya Kripalani described
Panchsheel as 'five nonsense.'

It is ironical that China which
has swallowed Tibet and Inclia
which has turned itself into an agent
of China are serrnonizing the r,r'orld
on how to establish peace!

At the time of the. Trade
Agreement of 7954 Inclian officials
hacl emphaticallv suggested that
India should accept Tibet as part of
China only when China recognized
the Inclian borders. Pandit Nehru did
not listen. The historian San,apalli
Gopal has written,'This u'as
clutching at straws after the rnain
opportunitv hacl been cleliberately
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discarded....the chance of securing
a clear and explicit recognition of
India's frontier at a time when India
had something to offer in return harl
been lost.'

The strong criticism of the
agreement pronrpted Nehru to claim
that it was the best thing done after
independence. The agreemeut was
for a period of eight years. After eight
years China proposed a renerval of
the agreement. Inclia refusecl. This
n'as the final outcome of the best job

of Pandit Nehru. He had claimed that
because of Panchsheel the border had

got recognition. It was a lie. In fact
the border be'came a permanent cause

of conflict. The same sittratiou
remains today.

The agreement took place in
the year 1954 and the same year
China started encroaching upon
Indian territory. China went on
encroaching ar-rc'l Nehru deliberately
kept tlre country in the dark abcltrt
it. It will be hard to find an example
where the territory of a country has

been encroached upon and the ruler
l-rides the fact fronr his countrymen
for ycars. After the 1962 Indo-China
rt'ar Clrirra rleclared Panchsheel a big
humbug. N(xv r.e will celebrate fiftv
years of this humbug. May be we
will soon decide to celebrate our
defeat in the 1962 war lvitl't China!

IVIR. AJAY B. AGRAWAL is a busincss-
man rvho had a farnily business in
Kalimpong. Flc follorved closely the fall
of'I'ibet frour a sovereign state to a colony
of thc Chincsc Cornurunist lJrnpirc.



TRUTH: The Strength of Our Struggle
Tenzin Tsundue

Nobody will champion our cause, whether it be the US or lndia.
We have to work and make it happen on our own.

My old-man friend refuses to
believe that the'lnji' soldiers could
inflict such violence on Iraqi
prisoners, simply because as a

refugee he has been sponsored all
his life by an Inji, and he knon's
hundreds of other Tibetans, r.rl11

people, monks, and babies living in
the kindness of foreign aid.

Recently, Dharamsala sarv
posters splashed across the streets
with images of a Chinese solclier
dragging a Tibet freedom figl'rter
iuxtaposed with pictures of US & UK
soldiers torturing a rraked Iratli
prisoner laid out on the same pager,

the title read in Tibetan, 'Torture has
no different face'.

Thanks to all the kind heartetl
Injis, the image of the American and
the British soldiers in the eyes of the
Tibetans tarnished, but a little. There
were Tibetans who said that they
would rather live a life in the US
prison than continue the 'drag' life
in India, The recent irnages of
helpless Iraqi prisone t s beirrg
tortured in the most humiliating
manner by the 'civilized and
modern' forces led by United States
of America and United Kingdom has
got the Tibetans rethinking. The
images naturally invoked empathy
as commoll victinrs of foreign
militarf invasion as that of the Iraqis.

When China first invadecl
Tibet, they came in as friends,
shor,r'ing camaraderie to rvin over tht'
nirtives. I knorv many olcl pnlrrs and
ntrtnlas r.l'ho in their teens workeri
\.vith Chinese cadres, builtlings rr>ads
and bridges. China looker-l at Tibet
as a treasure house inhabitc.d by the
'barbaric and dirty people rvhose
r.r"rind is poisoner-l by its religion.'

It was true that aristocrats
and local fiefs ran Tibet and there
was slavery. There were no schools
irr the modern sense of a four-rvalled
classroonr, 40 odd stutlents anrl a

boring teacher. There were no metal
roads or cement bridges. Like any
community there were social and
political problems in Tibet. But, u'ho
are they to come to orrr coulttry attrl

<t<s'.r{<'1<'1 \('IR('l 5er(N'If'
qsN'f{'a{'a,BryiN'

6rq\'I51'Ti.'\s'a[al
In the name of Liberation,
Freedom and Democracy

they are torturing

,.LIBERATION''
L\'\{1 IRAQ

<c'1' galoti i'1 f < €q'ai'ol}*'!'
Saf is'ril'r1'l'cYq'<r'a.rqr',n!5'

1i<'oQq ol

lmperialist U.S. and U-K. soldiers
torturing lraqi prisoners

in lraq

{.q'gal g5;r{'$s'{i'& << <.<a

esc'i1'< Qa1'"r'aa,<'151'o1{<
nQa<r 'r$-

lmperialistCnin".".ola,u., !$
torturing Tibetan

Freedom Fighters in Tibet

TORTURE HAS NO DIFFERENT FACE

Posters on the walls of Dharamsala

l7reedortt lttrst Jul),-Seplertber 2004



tlictate terms to us? We could have
sorteri out the problems otrrselves.

China came to Tibet *'ith the
mission, to 'liberate'Tibet from the
'old ancl barbaric mind and poverty'
.ilrrl nlsr) to lrLrerate its people fronr
the'in-rperialist foreigners'. Our
.itlcctitrtt rli t-leveloprmellt \v.'ls
focr-rssecl inwards. In the same wav
orrr culture aims to understand the
mind clr the inner beirlg or the
universe within. With the help of
Tibetarrs' studies, practices and
scholarships a religion like Budd-
hisnr, ivhich was born in India,
attained greater heights as a

philosophv arld rvay of life.

Conmunist China's ambition
to uprot-rt the 'old and traditional
mincl' sent tremors of destruction all
across China. Today, China is bereft
of its spirituality. The Cl'rinese have
killed it for themselves and have
causecl irreparable clamage to other
comrnunities that they have
occtrpied and imposed their commu-
nisrn like the Islamic Turks (in what
is no\v called 'Xi n jia ng'),
Mongolians, Manchus and the
Tibetans. But the strer.rgth of our
spiritualiiy is such that it has
>un'ivetl all the wanton destruction.
It is there at a place where no
physical force can reach- it is there
in evervone's heart like a butter lanrp.

Today's China blames the
'Gaug of Four' for all the destruction
caused on the cultural houses across
China during the Cultural Revo-
h,rtiorr. I-lor.r'ever, the present corrupt
Chinese leadership lives on the
pumped up rrationalism and the
indoctrination China injected during
those years of 1960's.

I hnve nlet sonre Chinese
students learning Buddhism from
'I'il'etan lamas, they say: 'because our
Iluddhist cultural roots tvere
srrapped, with the new materialistic
Iife-style rievoid of any cultural roots,
I fcel arr exile in China.'

/\ c()lunrll bv Tenzirr Tse,ntiuc, appearing
il thr Tiirtl,iri /(ci,ica', a mtrrrthly magazinc

1'ublishcd frr'm New Delhi.

,.lt,

Today, the Chinese govern-
ment is norally degenerated. The
400-odd capitalist-minded politburo
members now run the country in the
name of communism, without any
labour rights or the right to
expression of the common peopie.
China is n'eak uncler its apparent
monolithic economic and military
power. Today it is a country
surviving on the shaky ground of a

silenced people's agony. And this
makes me unable to understand as

to why, the world's highest moral
authority His Holiness the Dalai
Lama is willing to make Tibet a party
to this corrupt communist regirne, a

regime that has lost the collfidence
of its orvn people.

The recent 37-page white
paper released by China called
'Regional Ethnic Autonomy in Tibet'
yet again retorted that His Holiness
should give up the demand for
independence of Tibet. Even after 25

years of effort by the exiled Tibetan
comnlunity for'genuine autonomy'
f or the Tibetans within the
mainframe of People's Republic of
China and without asking to
separate Tibet from the Mainland
China such demands repeatedly
come uP.

With this, the Tibetan hope
for a Hong Kong kind of autonomy
has been thrashed. I l'rave always
spoken for Independence of Tibet
and nothing less than that. We do
not need tcl beg, we work for it and
earn it for ourselves with dignity
what we have lost. And with the
power of truth it is possible, and we
can do this.

One of the things that I greatly
appreciate about His Holiness is his
vision of Tibet, for the future - the
idea of Tibet being a self-reliant and
self-sufficient country and that it be
made a zone of peace. With this I am
hopeful that the dignity of the people
can be restored, and its culture be
preserved and promoted.

It's a different question
altogether that even after proving
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Tibet as an independent cotrntry in
the language of the nation state "the
International Commission of Jurists,
declaring so, at the time of the
Chinese occupation" no govemment
todav supports this stand. And this
is so frustrating a fact that we have
to live lvith. Still there is patience that
the truth will triun'rph. The trutl'r
remains that Tibet was an inde-
pendent country until Chinese
occupation in 1949.

Today, China may have
silencetl all the heads of gclvernments
with her lure of molley and power,
over the heacls of the billion Chinese
who look for a free and tlemocratic
Chirra. But the'honeymoon n'ill rrot
last beyond the conjugal heat. The
truth is with the people. People of
the world support us. Our leader His
Holiness the Dalai Lama is loved
more than thc' Chinese leaders
whether it is Hu or Wen.

It is tl'ris strength that gives me
the conviction that even after the
Dalai Lama, the Tibetan struggle rvill
live on, and perhaps rvould gain
more urgerlcy, unlike some
pessimists who say that the Tibetan
issue rvill die with the present Dalai
Lama.

Often, I have been asked the
meaning of the word Semshook, the
title of my one-page colunrn*. At a

personal level, Semshook is the
courage and determination it takes
for the truth to prevail. The
willingness to make any sacrifice
that truth demands, and finally the
act of achieving it. Such a Semshook
rve must all inculcate lest the gold
remain in the dust for a very, very
long time.

How and when woukl the
truth prevail depends on us. Noboc-ly
will champion our cause, rvhether
it be the USA or India. We have to
r,r'ork and nrake it happen on our
olvn.

MR. TENZIN TSUNDUE is a rvriter and
activist for free Tibet. He can bc
contacted at tenstundue@hotmail.conr



A Great Editor R.I.P
Melvin Lasky (L920-2004)

Melvin J. Lasky, the legendarv
and controversial editor of the
Lonclon Ettcotltrter ancl the Berlin
Monat, used to be called all sorts of
names. To his friends he was "the
last of the Cold Warriors" and one
of the great "intellectual
troubadours". To his enemies he
rvas "a repulsive war-mongering
fascist", "a pocket Trotsky", ancl a

Sclnnutzf ink.

Three vivid inciclents will
ahvays recall him to my mind. The
first was in Berlin three or four years
ago at the eud of an internatiorral
conference on the European Union
antl the Congress for Cultural
Freedom which Lasky had helpecl
form in 1950. He was stooped and
frail. He had had major heart
surgery, he vvas a little hard of
hearing, his oriental eyes seemed
partly filnrecl ovc'r, ancl his familiar
Leniu goatee !\'as grey. IJut his rnincl
;rnrl rvit \verLr as liveiy as ever, as
Cermans atrt-l foreigrrers millerl

Peter Coleman

On the big issues in the totalitarian age, Lasky's
tenacious integrity will be long remembered.

around to hear hirn reminisce about
the great events of a long life.

He seemed to have seen
everything ir-r the Cold War, from the
first working-class uprising against
the Stalinist dictatorship in East
Berlin in 1953, to Budapest for tl're
Hunsarian Revolution in 1956, on
to West Berlin for the fall of the Wall.
He had also met, known or inter-
vicwed alurost every key figure from
Churchill ancl Adenauer to Brecht,
Koestler, Sartre and Muggeridge. He
had publisheci George Orwell, Albert
Camus, Thomas Mann, T.S. Eliot,
Bertrand Ilussell, Cyril Connolly,
William Faulkner and Norman
Mailer.

The second episode was in
London where I intervierved him
several times for my book on the
Congress for Cultural Freedom, T/re

Libernl Corrspiracy".l recall his long
oral rnemoir of his soul-mate,
Michael Josselson of the CIA and the
presiding genius of the cultural Cold
War. Now shouting, now whis-
pering, Laskv relived the triumphs
and prolonged death rattle of the
CCF. My orrly worry lvas that nry
time in London was running out
and I had not yet been able to
examirre tlre records of Errcourtter.
Lasky then offered me the keys to his
Havmarkc.t office and filing cabinets.
Why not, he said, spend the
lveekerld on them Given the break-
ins, lics and Ieaks that harl marrecl
the last t'lays of the Congress for
Cultural Freet'lom. r..ot to rnention the
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bad faith of some of the key figures,
this was an extraordinarv ancl
n"roviug act of trust. The files n'rrc
an invaluable treasure trove.

Lasky's opellness remains
with me. It is irritatirrg (to put it
mildly) to come across hacks vvhcr

still defame him as " oily" , "devious"
or "deceitful".

My thircl paradigm is in Nen
York some twenty years ago, at a

splendid celebration of Nornran
Podhoretz's twenty-five brilliarrt ancl

portentous years as etlitor of
Corrmtentary, the monthly political-
cultural magazine published by the
American Jewish Committee. A
Schubert and Schoenberg concert in
the Belvedere Suite of 30 Rockefeller
Plaza was followed bv a dinner irr
the Rainbow Grill. The guests
included ambassadors, secretaries of
state, senators, and editors of great
rnagazines from Tinre to the Ndur

Criterion. (l represented Quadratttl)

Lasky was among the guests
- but he seerned slightly clc'fer.rsivc.

FIe too was a Nerv York itrtellectual
artcl rvas now etlitor of one of the
r-r'rost famous magazines iu the
lvorld. Yet at this grand Manhattan
occasion he seemed nrarginalizer-l
and slighted, almost ignored. His
fame in Lonc-lon and Berlin clearlv'
clicl not exterrd to the trarrs-z\tlarrtic
provinces. He had becor.ne, irs

Ignazio Silone put it, irr his Zr-rrich-
accented German, less a Nerv Yrlrker
than "ric'l eclttestcrr Wcltbiir;1tr'' - i'tttFlccdorn Firsl, Octobcr-Decernber 1990.



most authelltic citizen of the'worlc1.
So the recent British anc'l German
obituaries did him far more honour
than did the American.

N'lell,in Jonah Lask;' rvas bom
irr Nern' York in 1920 of Polish Jelvish
orrgrus. (I lis taln'ruclic, black-ha t ter.l

grancliather only spoke Yicldish.)
Eclucatc.d in the ideological hothouse
of the City College of Nen' York,
rvhere he r.r'as administcred the
Trotskyist inoculation against
Stalinism, he joined the anti-Stalirlist
N eu' Leader before becoming a combat
historiarr irr thc'US army.

Demobilise-cl in Cermany, he
settled as a freelarrce reporter in
Berlin, that "traumatic synecdocl.re
of the Cold War", as James Bunrl'ram
called it. In 1947 hc deliverecl a

sensational, and courageclus, speech
ai a cornnrunist literary confererrce
in East Berlin in r,r'hich he protestetl
at tlre brr.rtal ctrltural Zhdnnousclrcltina
in the Soviei Urrion.

The next year, at the moment
of the Soviet blmkade and the Anglt>
Anrerican airlift, he lauuched the
masazirre of icleas Der Monat, with
State Department func{s. It pitted the
cosmopolitan, highbrow and libe-
ratinp; culture of the West against
the mix of shoddy Spenglerism and

Soviet fellow-travelling that
dominatecl Germar-r intellectual life.
It also supported the social demo-
crats against the communists. An
enormous success/ it became the
Berlin centre for the foundation of the
Congress for Cultural Freeclom in
1 950.

In 1958 Lasky succeeded
Irving Kristol as editor of Encounter
in London. He nrade this English
magazine compulsory reading
around the worlcl. Newsueek caught
some of its secret: Encounter, it
reported in 1963, was "as operl-
minded, as arTimated, as brilliarrtlv
bitchy as a successful literary
cocktail party" . But it rvas rnore than
a cocktail party. It was also a

political force: When Harold Wilson
formed his Labour government in
1964, his ministry included half a

tlozen Ertcorlrtlcr writers.

With the elrergellce of the
New Lc'ft and radical chic, it was
inevitable |hat hrcounter's Cold War
liberalism would lose its 6clnl. But
the "revelations", in the mid-sixties,
of CIA funding of the Congress for
Cultural Freedom delivered the corrp

de grnce. From Paris and Rome to
Tokyo and Manila, CCF publications
closed down. In London Encounter's
circulation fell, assistant editors

resigned, and some old contributors
boycotted it (anci Lasky).

But a long list of writers, from
Amis to Wesker, called on him to
stand firm bccause, they rvrote,
Ettcounter had become "iudis-
pensable". Lasky ditl stand firm ancl
the magazine survivetl. It also
prospererl - intellectually if uot
financially - until its last issue at the
end of thc Cold War.

Lasky then returned to Berlin
where he revived Monat and
resumed his journalistic and social
democratic polemics. (Unlike most of
his American friends, he did not
become a neo-conservative.)

He died suddenly orr May 19.

After arr unorthodox fewish service
in English, German and Hebrew, he
was buried in the nondenomi-
national Wald frieclhof graveyarcl,
the resting place of many honourer-l
Berlin writers. At the wakc or
receptiou in a theatre, a photograph
of the yourrg New York Lasky and
his sister Floria hung from the wall.

IvlR. PETLR COLEMAN, r member of
Auslralia's Parliarnent (1980-87), a

Barrister, and former Governor-General
of Australia.
COURTESY: Quadrant (Australia)
PfIOTO COURTESY: The Washington
Post

Unfolding Rajaji - A New pictoriat Biosraphy
by C. R. Kesavan

Special Offer for
Tvelon:(ivt

Subscribers

East West Books (Madras) Private Limited have published a delightful pictorial
biography (102 pages) of Rajaji. lndeed, as the blurb on the folder says:

"This well-researched biography is interlaced with insightful anecdotes, vintage
photographs and rare correspondence from Rajaji's private papers."

The publishers have offered Freedom Firsl subscribers a special discount of 15%
on the list price of Rs.2001. This works out to Rs.170/- a copy, postage extra

You can order copies from East West Books (Madras) Pvt. Ltd., New No.571, Poona-
mallee High Road, Karmaveerar Kamaraj Bhavan, Aminjikarai, Chennai 600029.
Phone: 044-26602003; Fax'. 044-26601974. Email: ewb@touchtelindia.net. Please
mention you are a Freedom First subscriber to avail the special discount.
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Hazards of Living Long!
S. S. Bankeshwar

In the end, it is not what you get but what you give and share with others what you have,
that makes your life worth living. Every one in this world is on 'permanent probation'.

My close friend, the late Shri H.
V. Kamath, an I.C.S. and a leading M.P.
(called the "stormy petrel of our
Parliament"), in his last letter to me -
rvritten a few days before his suddct
deatl'r - n'rote, "After three scores and
ten (70), every year thereafter is a yearly
bonus from God". Replying to my
earlier letter greeting him on his
birthday, Shri Kamath wrote, "At nly
age, birthday greetings only remirrd me
that I am near to my grave by orre year.
Nevertheless, thanks for your birthday
greetings". How true indeed! I receivecl
my first bonus fronr God on May 31,
2003.

Almost all my influential friends
- intellectuals, journalists, economists,
freedom fighters, politicians, social
rvorkers, trade union le.aders, antl public
figures - are norv deacl except for a few
friends like former Union Minister, Shri
Madhu Dandavate; veteran jounralist,
Shri M. V. Kamatl-r; author, journalist
and defence analyst, Shri Bharat Karnad;
Editor (Freedom First), Shri S. V. Itaju;
former BJP leader and M.L.C., Shri
Madhu Deolekar; Shri M. S. Kilpady and
Shri A. K. R. Hemmady, n'ell-known
Ietter rvriters to thc Press.

My old frier'.ds - like my
mentor, Prof. M. A. Venkat Rao;
General K. M. Cariappa; Sir C. I,.
I{a nr aswanry Iy er; ou r f o rm er
Ambassador to the Unitec-l States of
America and fornrer Chairnran of the
ICICI, Shri Gaganvihari L. Mchta; u'ell-
knorvn freedom fighter, leacling
Gar-rdhian and social worker, Snrt.
Ushaben Mehta; internationally knorvn
author and journalist, Shri Irhilip Spratt;
rvell-known writers and journalists, Shri
Ram Swarup, Shri Sitar Ram Goel, Shri
R. V. Murthy, Shri Shriram Trikannacl
and Shri P. Kodanda Rao (Servarrts of
lndia Society); Trade Union leaders, Shri
V. B. Karnik and Shri S. R. Mohanrlas;
Shri Ramu Pandit, former Secretary of
the Indian Merchants' Chamber; anrl

Shri M. R. Pai, rvell-known Consumer
Activist ancl Social Worker, etc. - are
all dead. AII leading Parliamentarians
known to nre personally like Rajaji, Shri
S. K. Patil, Shri Minoo Masani, Shri H.
V. Kamath, Shri Nath Pai, Shri Asoka
Mehta, Shri P. G. Mavalankar, Shri N.
C. Chatterji are all dead. Among our
present M.P.s and political leaders, I
hardly know any one intimately and
they are not rvorth knolving either,
leave alone cultivating their friendship!
In slavery, we procluced giants in every
rvalk of life; in freedonr, rve have
prorlucct'l onlv pygmies.

I have nolv reached an age
rvhen close relatives, colleagues and
friends die around me at the rate of
one every month. I therefore feel very
loncly, and boredom is the kiss of
deatlr! Tlrere is now no itill or incetttiue
to live longer. I anr not afraid of death
but I am scared of the dying process!
If God were to give me an assurance
that I can meet all my old, dear dead
relatives, colleagues and friends after
my death, I am prepared to die at any
momentl There is no point in nrerely
existirrg rvithout purpose and being a

burden on others.

As I grow older, and nearer to
my Maker (Destroyer?), birthday gree-
tings only remind me that I am nearer
to my grave by one year! Nothing
would make me happier than if I were
to die in nrv sleep, peacefully like my
maternal uncle, Shri M. G. Bailur, a
vL.teran journalist who passed awav at
the age of 94 on May 11, 2002. There
is rrothing like clying peacefully in orre's
sleep. It rvill be orrly a trarrsitiou from
one deep sleep to another deepe.r and
cternal sleep!

As you grow older, say past 70,
you no longer have the position, power
arrd ir-rfluence you ollce enjoved nor clo
you get the respect you once received
or comnrandtd. To add to my rvoes, I
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suffered a stroke last year. I have now
recovered but not fully. Therc' is no
mobility now. In spite of my poor
health, horvever, I contirrue to rvritc to
tl're Press on matters of national and
public interest and not jusi to see rl_\'

name in print.

As you grow older, you are
made aware daily of old age creeping
ol-l you. Your memory slorvly fades
away. Your mental faculties and
alertness lveakerr. You become slorl'er
on the uptake. To add to yorlr u'oes,
you may suffer from physical rlis-
abilities too. Old age brings in its n,akr,
age-related problems like loivcr -

backache, diabetes, frozen shoulder,
heart ailnrents, enlarged prostate,
urinary problems, stroke, and so orr.
You have no alternative but to recoucile
yourself to the aging process.

Once you become old, you losc
your utility value, unless vou havc r,;rst
wealth which commands respect for
yor.r. But then, people ivill be more
interestecl in your wealth ancl 1,our
"Will' , if you have made it rather tharr
in you!

In the end, it is not what you get
but what you give and share rvith
others rvhat you have, that makes your
life rvorth living. Everv one in this
world is on 'pernraneut probation'.
From birth to death, there is nothing
permanent in this life. The only certaintv
in your life is death! Life slorvly fades
awav from autumn to wintr.'r, it,hethcr
yor"r like it or not.

My 'lrrner Voice''(as Mahatmir
Gandhi used to say) tells r-ne that I havt:
reached tl-re er-rd of my life's journev
arrd this article may be m\,'srvan sor.r.g'.

So Coocl-Bve to everyborly.

MR. S. S. BANKESHWAR is a Journalist
and Consunrer Activist. He is the Editor
oI Research Featurc News Service and
Member of the Advisory Board of
Freedont First.





Column D
Feedback on lwelou litt Etc...

Though the Editor exercising
l-ris prerogative and with an eye on
grammar has changed the caption
to D's Column, I had called it
Column D, thereby hangs a tale!

While in service, I worked in
a chemical plant, akin to petroleum
distillation, the basic stock being
distilled at gradually increasing
temperature levels, yielding different
fractious, as they are called. The
columns were designateci alpha-
betically.

The principal product
emanated from Column D and it
received undivided attention and
utmost care to ensure quantity and
quality. Hence my reverie and the
caption. (Cttluntn D, it zuill be
lrcttceforth! - Ed.)

I feel that the readers still cud-
chew my boxed query on p.13 of FF
,160. Or, this point should just fade
away! I think not.

Aside, the fear of 13 falling on
Friday is spelt with 'k' not 'c'
Perhaps, the Eclitor is subconsciously
influenced by nameology,which
leads many to think and believe that
the murder and rnayhem will stop
if Kashmir is spelt Cashmere as was
done in good old English days,
alt-rng with Cawnpore and Calcuttal
Do not ask that Calcutta or Kolkatta
is in line rvith the Bard's cluery,
"What is in a name? Rose, by any
other..."

I am delightecl to find that
respected Kuldip Nayar has hinted,
inter nlin, at the futility of
constituting the Rajya Sabha, an
assenrbly that never dies in whole!
(Reflections Serious ancl Facetious
p.2s)

As regards the special high
octane manufactured by BPCL for
Sachin is customer delight in line
with ISO 9001 and doubt the legal
undertone expressed.

To my mind, history beyond
tu'o centuries should be consigned
to the archives and text books deal
only with useful matter in that
period. Is there any point now
debating Shivaji's parentage or the
cause of Alexander's demise!

With due and more deference
to that fiery Justice Tarkunde, in a
Iighter vein, the first line from the
excerpt of AG's Obituary Oration,
front inside cover, reminded me of
a nervspaper correspondent query-
ing the persons in a town whether
any famous person n'as born there,
received the reply, "only children are
born!"

Alluding to the message
corlveyed by voters (p.15) I do not
think that the voters have proved
pollsters or psephologists as they are
stylishly called in this area, wrong.
Astrologers are a different matter!

The opinion polls are just
statistical exercise and the
population, randomness of sample
and the genuineness of the replies
all cor.rnt and in this issue, it is next
to impossible to secure a

representative'population' or
'rarrc'lomness' thereof. It is also a
moot point how rnuch they can bare
about what is said to be a 'secret
fra nchise'.

The ground reality that
appears to nte is that the political
parties, in their own interest'share'
constituencies and deprit'e the voter
of a conscious choice: It is a

Hobson's choice, really!
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N. Dharmeshwaran

If at all we persuade ourselves
that all the Parties have policies
(save to grab power or a portiorr
thereof) how come they have to
harnmer out a common minirnum
programme and why cannot they
contest under their own banner.
CMP is only a passport to porr.cr!

Men culpn! The 1729 anecdote
is quite real and the catch I missed
is that it is the SMALLEST number
that can be expressed as the sum of
cubes of two sets of numbers:1 anc-l

72;9 and 10 in this case. In fact, thcre
appears to be many such numbers,
irnmortalised as taxi cab numbersl

Book review on p.17. The
chronology of CP receiving the Peter
Cator Prize from Dr. P. V. Cherian
is not clear; in the present sequence,
it appears CP's youth. Is that right?
There is a yawning gap between Julv
1.5, 1947 7.10 pm. and his passing
away in 19661 Of which Rajali
commented that he should not have
exposed himself to the London damp.
CP's efforts to isolate Travancore
from Indian Union, while irr
formation has not been tor,rchetl
upon. The initiative is sometinres
thought had failed due to lack of
support from other sialwarts like
Rajaji. In fact, some are nagged with
a legal proposition how the British
could hand over to Congress
Ieaders, what they wrested or
voluntarily united by the kingdoms,
small and large that rvere there vvhelr
the English appeared on the scene.
Did they not annex a nr.rmber of
kingdoms and formecl British India.
they point out.

The cover page collage on
electoral college is commenclable!

MR. N. DHARMESHWARAN can be
reached on natesand2001@yahoo.corn
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its vtal role rn the ecological chatn.

Undergorng complcated chemical
processes that help sustain life on earth

Structurally so simple Yet a

botantcal miracle. All lt needs is

gooct earth to put down its roots
And the plant is in operation.

Air-puriRer. rarn maket photo-
synthesizeI fertilizer produce[

waste rerycle[ soil preserver and
tevftalze(... tts vtrtues are endless.

Though taken for granted and
often abused, rt never complains.

But storcally goes on performtnq

At Schenectady Herdillia, we've also

spent over three decades perfecting

chemicalprocesses that make life

more qualitative. ln homes, offices,

industries, even in agriculture

And taking a leaF from our botanical -i
friend's life. we've enriched ours.

By nurturlng a symbiotic relationship
with rhe 50.000 trees planted in

our afforestation programme. lt's
like adding 50.000 sophisticated

chemical plants to our l2 existtng ones

One of the most sophisticated
chemical plants in the world

'-.6CHENECTADY HERDILLIA*
ffiffi

lnnovation & lntegrttY
Chemistry of SuccessAir lndia Building, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400 021



Kamaladevi Chattopadhy aya
A Visionary with a Mission

M. S. Kilpady

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya was such a selfless
leader that she refused to let her picture be put on a
postage stamp issued in her name. She preferred a

handcrafted doll adorned the stamp.

2003 was the Birth Centenary
Year of Kamaladevi Chatto-
padhyaya who participated in the
freedom movement in the 1940s and
after independence rejected politics
describing it as "power with a very
big'P' with scramble and pushir-rg
around"r and clevoted herself to
constructive work.

She was born in Mangalore to
a liberal Sarasrvat Brahmin family.
Her father was the District Collector
and her mother, hailing from an
aristocratic family, was well versed
in music and the arts.

Very early in life she had to
face a number of personal tragedies.
Her elder sister passed away in her
teer,s followed by the untimely death
of her father. Unfortunately, not
having divided the family property
between his daughters and stepson
before her he died, the latter,
according to the law then prevailing,

' Cited in Atulya Gopalakrishnan,
'Woman rr'ith a Mission ', The Hindu? ihid

took over the family properfy leaving
the rest of the family in the lurch.

She was married off at the age
of 14 to a wealthy young man of 20

but was soon rvidowed. Her hus-
band who was studying law
succumbed to an undiagnosed
ailnrent. Fortr.rr"rately, encouraged by
her father-in-larv she continued her
studies in Queen Mary's College in
Chennai. Here she developed
friendship with Sarojini Naidu's
younger sister Suhasini Chatto-
padhyaya, who had a brother named
Harindranath (Harin), poet, play-
lvright and actor. Friendship with
Flarin culminated in their marriage.
She was just 20. Both were the envy
of others who thought they were
made for each other because of their
cornmon interests in the theatre,
music and the arts generally. Sadly,
the marriage didn't work out and she
shifted to Bombay where she was
taken care of by Shri Narayan Swami
of the Free Press Jounul, who looked
after her as his own sister.

In 1930 she plunged into the
freedom nrovenrerlI courting impri-
sonment. She was active in the
Congress Socialist Party ancl was its
Presic{ent in 1936. Earlier she ancl
her friend Sarojini Naidu.were
chosen by Mahatma Gandhi to
participate in the Salt Satyagraha
though, initially Gandhiji opposed
the inclusion of womeu in this
satyaeraha claiming that'English-
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men would not hurt \4/ol11elr, jr.rst as

Hint'lus would not harrn con's'l:

Af ter independence, sl're

rejected high offices saying: "l left the

highway of politics to step into the
side lane of constructive work". She
was at her best as a social rvorker
particularly during the tragic clays
following the partitiorr of Inrlia rvhen
thousands of refugees streamed into
India, many of them from West
Punjab i-nto Delhi. Karnalac{evi could
be seen organising relief and
providing shelter to the thor-rsarrcls
of homeless refugees. She formetl the

Kamaladevi's staggering achi-
evements had doubtless something to
do with the nation-building fervour of
the post-lndependence period.
Kamaladevi accepted with grace
awards such as Magsaysay, the World
Crafts Council Award, UNESCO
recognition or the Padma Vibhushan.
Her real imprint on public life was in
the creativity and passion she poured
into each of her magnificent projects.

On her death in 1988, President
R. Venkataraman said he found it
difficult to prefix the word 'late' to
Kamaladevi's name, because "hers
was, and will always be a palpable
presence". The truth of that statemeni
seems undeniable today, as so many
of the cultural institutions in lndia are
a gift of her vision.

Amulya Gopalakrishnan

Courtesy: The Hindu, Tribute - Woman
with a mission

(April 3, 1903 - December 19, 1988)
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Iudian Cooperative Union, which
lecl to the creation of the industrial
township of Faridabad where thou-
sands clf refugees were rehabilitated.
Soon thereafter, the Central Cottage
inclustries Emporiunr was handetl
over to Kamaladevi's Indian Co-
operative Union. ICU's branches
were opened at many places. Its
inventory included pottery, wood-
work, carvings, metal artifacts,
jewellery, furniture and accessories,
decorative items and designer
clothes.

Alongside her social activities
she tirelessly campaigned for
women's causes as an activist of the
All India Women's Conference. She

exposed gender injustice and cam-
paigned for tightening legislation
such as the Sarda Act and pre-
vention of Child Marriage Act 1929.

She played an important role in

fighting for maternity leave for
womell workers and the enactment
of the Uniform Civil Code in matters
of nraintenance, divorce, inheritance,
adoption and child custody.

She founded the National
School of Drama in Delhi and later
headed the Sangeet Natak Akademi,
When Uday Shankar's cultural
centre at Almora wound up in 1946,

many of them joined the Indian
National Theatre (INT) in which
Kamaladevi was an active partici-
pant. She helped TNT stage a ballet
on Pandit Nehru's Discoaery of India
at the Asian Relations Conference.
Pandit Nehru declared that the
'ballet was better than his book.'

She was a recipient of many
honours. Among them: The Magsa-
say Award, UNESCO's World Crafts
Council Award and the Padma
Vibhushan.

Kamaladevi ChattopadhYaYa
was such a selfless leader that she

refused to let her picture be put on
a postage starnp issued in her name.
Instead she preferred a handcrafted
doll to aclont the stamp. Irr her
presidential address in 1974 to the
All India Women's Council she
stated: "The "Women's movement is
not a sex (gender) war but a social
trend for fighting undemocratic
processes that are denying human
rights to certain sections of the
society. Our drive has to be directed
against faulty social institutions, not
the males". Kamaladevi Chatto-
padhyaya deserved India's highest
civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna,
and the Government of India should
have awarded it posthumously in
her centenary year,2003. It is
regrettable that it didn't seem to have
even occurred to the powers that be.

MR. M. S. KILPADY is a freelance writer

VIRAT INDUSTRIES LIMITED
A Leoding Monufocturer & Exporter of

Excellent Quolity SOCKS.
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VIRAT INDUSTRIES LTD.
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605, Veeno Killedor lndl. Estote
1O/14, Pois Slreel
Eycullo (West)
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e at HDFC have anticipated your needs long belore you even telt them. So we are ready with solutions lo

almost every housing requirement. HDFC otlers you a wide range ol loan options to choose from, depending on your need.

Whether it is a Housing Loan, -^- ra-ll
_m* aHome lmprovementLoan, [,}Hf "*orn. 

ExtensionLoan,aHomeEquity
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or a Loan for purchasing land for housing, rest assured we'll make it easy for you. What's more, there are

special loans lor Prolessionals and lr(z NRls too. Fixed and variable interest rate options, low interest
l&

rates, lax benelits, easy repayment schemes... the list goes on and on.

Contact HDFC's office lo choose a loan that will make your housing dreams come true

call HDFC Home Line 5663 6000 Apply on/irre ol hdfc conr

Branches at: Ambarnath (E), Andheri (E), Andheri (W), Andheri-Kurla Road, Belapur, Borivli, Chembur, Churchgate,Dombiva|, Kalyan, Kopatkhairane,

Malad, Mulund - West (Paanch Raasta), Nerul, New Panvel, Parel, Pen,Thane (Vikas Complex), Thane (Gokhale Road), Virar, Vashi.



COMBATING AIDS: COMMUNICATION STI{ATEGIES tN ACTTON
By

Arvind Singhal and Everett M. Rogers

Published by
Sage I'ublications India I'vt. Ltd. M-32 Market, Greater Kailash-1,

New Delhi L10048.
Year Of Publication: 2001. No. of pages:363. Price Rs.295.

Reviewed by
Dr. Shyam Ashtekar, an M.D. in Preventive and Social Medicine, is based in

Nashik and working mainly in the area of health workers, health carc
systems, and rural health scrvices.

Timely ancl polerful! That is
w'hat I think about this book by the
rruthors Singhal arrcl Rogers. It is about
the HIV AIDS scor,rrge looming large
on Indiir as it has been on Africa arnrl

irt one time on US. In about 400 pages,
the c'ltro has narrated how HiV made
inroads in ltuman societies all over the
r.vorld in a span of less thatr two clccades
;rnrl hon' nations clealt u'ith it or ciicl not.
'Ilte book is about how to commnuiclte
to people, state, policy makers, and
vulnerable eroups about rvhat is I-IIV
and horv to fight it. It talks of
experiences and actual inten'ielvs n'ith
its victims and fighters. The telltale first
chapter deals with the history of AIDS
irnd how it u'ent places. In this thev talk
of horv national heads stonewallecl the
qtrestion of AIDS epidemic arrd holv
they could have actually contained it in
time.

For India the mcsL important
question is; where .i, r \ve or"r the AIDS
front? The authors corrvincinely predict
that India will soon have the next and
final phase of AIDS epidemic $'here it
will be spreading in the general
populatior-r. It may be useful for reaclers
to knon, that FIIV-AIDS spreads from
lt-risk groups (from transnational
s()urccs) Iike sex n'orkr.rs anrl sav
sroups to othcr at risk-.groups iu distant
cities throrrgh customers, then to a largc
nlrntber of customers like migrarrt
laborrr and truckers-drivers, antl thcn
Io rvives (would be rnothers) or
partlrers of these custorners, arrtl tht'n
Io others irrcluding balries. ]urlia ii no\\'
in the phase of infecting the rvives aud
partners of 'customers'. Soon, that is
n'ithin a tlecade r,r'e rvill l.rave thc final
phase of raencral spreacl from tlresc

conntless sources. Do rve tlke stcps to
contain it now is the question.

The book also talks about
inte.rnatiouaI cxpcritncr.s of successes
anrl failr.rres. Alihough there is the lone
r.xample of Cr.rba stopping thc epidemic
in its track by tluarantine measures, llo
such action cnn be supp0rted in arry
nirtion any morc. The best rvav, they
argtte, is to acccpt the patients arrtl nrake
available treatment facilities. A rvidely
ar,ailable treatmerlt facility, coupled rvith
preventing spread is the best step
against epidemic iu the ctrrrcnt situation.
Stigma of AIDS, the book says, is a real

:,L:1']t 
to fight with if the n'ar is to be

The bortk has made' a special
mentiorr of our verv owll CIPLA's
urritlue contribution b the AIDS lvar by
wav of slashing of prices of AIDS
nreclicines, and the great simplification
of treatment. Although this trips the
TRIPS-WTO reginre, the ar"rthors rightly
.iustify tl-rat most of the inventions have
come from national resources rather
than MNC (r-nultinational companies)
furrtls. I nra_y add that WHO also
supports freeirrg of inlportant life savine
merlicinc.s fronr the TRIPS WTO reginre
ancl the CIPLA action is right iu the
framcrvrrrk of WIIO. It is rlcplorable
horv MNCs (CIPLA excepted) nrake
pr()fit thuir trnly nrutivt.evetr irr
ca lamito r,rs si t rra tic.rns. Thr-r rr gh thcre car.r
be Iro ceneral case agairrst TI{II,S arrcl
thc prodtrct patent system it trpholds
(in contrast to the process patcut systenl
we have in India), CIPLA is justified in
this cnsc rrf a human catastroPhe.

'l he book has probalrly not sair-l
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it in so many words, but a point about
trse of AIDS funds in India must bc
laised. The authors contrast l\,{al-ra-
rashtra's poor action to that of l-amil
Natlu's vigorous e f forts on I IIV
containment. As nrultinational funcls for
AIDS are available, the mushroomirrq
of AIDINGOs presents a pathctic sccnr'.
This lack of se'riousness of NCOs (ltravr:
notablc exceptiotrs) ancl governrncr-,t
rlespite huge funtls is a political l)r'olrl(-'lt1
indeed.

Is it only a health departmcnt
problem? No is the clear sigrlal fr()nr
the book. If Heacls of States falter, thc're
is little a health departnrent carr do ttr
fight AIDS. The ueslect bv South African
legendarv leader like Nelsorr Njandcla
was a monumental mistake. Thailan.l
is a success storv thanks to thr: grcat
efforts of a senior policy nrrkcr anrl
executive Mechai Viravairlya. Thai
ttantes solrncl Indian, and this \/c,,'r-
t'nidya (literally a hero medico) has stootj
true to his name for Thailand. It ntr.rst
be renrembered that he rr'avecl the
conclom to evell a rie-eply relisloLrs and
conservative rration like Thailand. Are
Incliatr leatlers serious enough? Do thev
want to [rreak t-rut of conservative
nrindsets and nteet the problrnr
frontally? If Sr"rshnra Sn'araj (folrricr
Urrion IIe;rlth Miuister) harl hcr u',rr.,,
condom n'otrld have beerr plrsherl to thir
periphery of the arrti-AIDS ctrnrp;rir;r.
It is high tinte perstrrral vararics of
politicians do not get the bcttcr of
important pr-rblic health problcnrs. 'l ht'
first Union I Icalth i\linistt'r Ili,rjkunr.rr.i
Anrrit Kaur n'ith ht:r Christian lt'anings
ptrsherl Familv Pli.rnnirrg out of lntlrln
policy and that has prrrved;r iaial
nrist.rkt' of teonrctric.rl P1o1',,111 ,1...
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Sushrnaji rnay have just done,that for
AIDS and lament at leisure lhen out
of powcr.'lt rho*, lt,o* #.tu\
consistent health'..*po.licy and
statesmarrslrip. 

I . 
.

The weaknesses of the Indihn
health carc svstem mlv be' limitin$
factors in meeting the AIDS challenge.
In^prost Indian states there is nothing
likd village)€veJ health care system. The
nu{se ip giv-en a population of 3000-5000
ta{o/t 6-7 villages) and she roam$.

U

about giving a few services at homes.
This is a pathetic model of health care.

The services are so scant that 80% people
rely on tluacks and other private
doctoii in the area or nearby towu for
health carb. India rvanted the strb-ceuter
nurses to offer reproductive health
services to women and this did not get
going over the last decade. There are
several problems - policy, funds,
infrastructure, style of work etc. India
nqeds to mend its health services
qu\ckll and with local health workers.

-|--

press reports which are even more
superficial.

In eight chapters, the book is
really in five parts. The first is a general
analysis of the Democratic Age of our
time, with a central place for America.
The second is a mix of the "Brief History
of Human Liberty", an interesting
historical essay from ancient Greece atld
Rome to current East Asia: the "Twisted
Path" of democracy when democratic
elections produce Hitler and Naziism,
wherr Central Europe produced
autocratic regimes, and when Sun Yat
Sen's democracy-aspiring China
produce Mao's autocratic comrnunist
regime; together with the "llliberal
Democracy of post-Communist Russia
and C. Asia, of S. America and Pakistan
with elected autocrats, with the realities
of Intlia's yet feudal democracy. Also
that of post-Sukarno Irrdonesia. In
these, hyper nationalisnr and war
mongerilrg were significant charac-
teristics rvhich helped autocrats in power.

In the middle of the book is a

fralrk analysis of, "The Islamic Excep-
tion", a region which is "the political
basket case of the world". It is alr
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That is the key to the problem. Unless
this is done, there will be no vehicle to
iake the AIDS HIV services to hamlets
and l'romes. Airdropping messages may
not be enough. How soon we do it is
the tluest\on.

Ir would recommend this
excellent book to policy makers,
doctors, activists and all who are
concerned for knowing what HIV AIDS
is and what we need to do right away.

interesting analysis by a liberal Muslim
of the problems of the Islamic world,
the cleft stick in which it finds itself at
the end of the 20th century, the peculiar
social and political milieu of the Arab
world "stuck irr a time warp"; failed
politics, failed ec<-rnomics and failed
westernisation; the rise of funda-
mentalist religion and the problems of
democratizing people with unearned,
untaxed r,r'ealth from oil and gas, and
the abserrce of real hard-wt>rking
enterprise in the creation of new wealth
witl'r taxation. Zakaria seems to have
missed the findings of the World Values
Survey, 1995-2000, in which the real
cultural divide between the democratic
West and autocratic Islam lay in the
inequalities between the sexes. Sexual
liberalisation seems to be the nrost
reliable indicator of tolerance and
egalitarianisnr.

The fourth part is a vcrv
irrteresting inside critique of American
denr<.rcracy irr "Too Much of A Cood
Thing" and "The Death of Authority",
both leading to less good govenlance,
less credibility for governments, arrd the
decline of the elite. Although Zakaria
makes ntr comparisons with lrrdia, his

i

THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM
- ILLIBERAL DEMOCRACY AT HOME AND ABROAD

By
Fareed Zakaria

Published bY
Viking, Penguin Books India (P) Ltd.,

Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, New Delhi 110 007.

Year of Publication:2003, No. of Pages: 286 Price: Rs.395

Reviewed by
Mr. A. D. Moddie, former civil servant, author and

representative of Industry to Government.

Whatever c'lse, the trnderlying
merit of this br:ok is that it offers a

tleeper analysis of contemporary
politics under the umbrella word
'tlemocracv', trailing subsidiary
unrbrella words as freedom, liberty,
the rule of law and human rights in
different cultures of different societies
in present times. Its value is in its
corltenlporary global context. Though
the primarv society examined is
r\r'uerica, because it is the dominant
ciemocracy as a person of Indian origin,
.rrrd the son of an h'rdian ex-Minister,
crne would have liked Zakaria to give
more attention to I acy '
rrot only the largest, more ly,
the most plural democracy irr the
and the largest test case of post
societies. And a template for the
most populor.rs continent. The
of the book is a rnild renri
inadetluacies of what ses for
tl crnocracies, "llliberal acy at
Ilonre and Abroad".
through the reading

thought ran

(onten'rporary anal of illiberal
necessa ryrlcmocracies mak

srrpplcmentary reading

the book. lts

on political science, text books whic\r
.rrc rrstrsally superficial antl dated. A2d

/
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conclusions are reminiscent of Indian
trends since 7947, though in very
different circumstances.

The fifth part, "The Way Out",
gives rise to a debate on an extremely
complex and difficult subject. It brings
out the question of the role of huge
bureaucracies in modern democracies,
including the special care of the E.U.,
the problems of the legitimacy and
confidence in different arms of a
democracy, the problems of globali-
sation and WTO; how to "get more from
less" government; with the new
problem of fighting terrorism. Eighty
years ago, Zakaria reminds us in
conclusion, Woodrow Wilsorl posed a

challenge to America and the 20th
century, how to make the world safe
for democracy. Zakaria now poses the
problem for the 21st century, "our task
is to make democracy safe for the
world"; without brute majorities,
rvithout terrorism and social unrest,
with that best of democratic values, a

blend of power for good governance
with checks and balances of power as
a balanced way of political life.

To make the world safe for
democracy, and to make denrocracy
safe for the world, three major issues
conre out of Zakaria's book.

In geo-political terms, perhaps
the first is the liberalisation of Islam for
democracy, and frrr Islamic societies to
take their place in the nrodern world
in tolerant fellowship with other cultures
and faiths. According to a Freeclom
House survey given by the author, the
Middle East is the least free part of the
world. Whilst 75Vo of. the world is
regarded as'free' or'partly free' - even
Africa being 607o so - the Middle East
has a low figure of 287o. Zakaria asks:
"Why is this region the political basket

case of the world? Why is it the great
holdout, the straggler in tl're march of
nrodern societies?" His answers are: (a)
"the Quranic model of leadership is
authoritarian"; "it is the absence of clear
religious authority in Islam, not its
dominance". It is possible that the
authoritarian culture of Arab lands goes
back to the authoritarian ways of desert
caravarls, preceding Islanr, alrd that this
left its imprint in Islamic life. Life and
survival in the desert between oases
requires authority, and there is little
room or time for democratic debate. His
second reason is true. Any one can set
hinrself up as a righteous Jehadi. "Arab
politics", the author says, "is stuck in a

tinre warp". This was seen 25 years ago
in a remarkable insight of V. S. Naipaul
in even non-Arab Muslim countries,
Iran to Indonesia, in his "Among The
Believers". He sumnred up the
problem by saying Islam finds it hard
to cope with the modern world. Hence
anger, frustration, aggression. Now,
with their oil wealth, the Middle East
countries are "locked in a gilded cage".
The dilemma in the nrinds of the rulers
of Egypt, Palestine, and Saudi Arabia,
closest to the East, is their response to
repeated requests for liberalised
democracy. T}re alternatives they say
would not be Jeffersonian democracy,
but Hamas and Al Qaida. This is also
demonshated in Musharraf's blundering
referendum, which resulted in half of
Pakistan in the NWFP and Baluchistan
going down the Al Qaida way. In
Zakaria's last chapter, "The Way Out",
there is markedly, no way out for
Islamic countries.

The second issue is the improve-
ment ilr liberalising democracy in the
rron-lslamic world, as much in the West,
as in tl-re East. The first is the rise from
illiteracy arrd poverty to offer jobs and
freedom of economic and political choice

before democratic elections, applicable
to most developing countries. Zakaria
offers a rule of thumb answer, that
countries with a GDP higher than $5000-
$6000 p.a. will find it less difficult to
democratise. The most sustainable de-
rnocracies are those with a GDP higher
than $9000. The second is a better bal-
ance between well-informed, capable
bureaucracies, de Toqueville's "interme-
diate associations" il"t America - NGO's
of today - and chang;es in electoral
processes in which "the winner takes
all", and the rights of minorities are
ignored. This involves the widening of
an econonically independent middle
class, less dependent on governrnerlts
of patronage and corruption. Lipset's
"the more well-to-do a nation, the
greater its chances to sustain democ-
racy". So capitalism and democracy
seem to be twin paths for peace arrd

Progress.

Zakaria's third major issue is
"Culture is Destiny". And there is a

wealth of evidence to support this.
Apart from the case of Islam in desert
lands, Russia's czarist decree-issuing
ways have been sustained in
Communist and post-Communist times.
Latin America has had a penchant for
military dictatorships, as also Pakistan
and Indonesia. And rigidity of faith
among kmitisim's "Chosen People" has

been sustained since ancient times, now
expressing itself in illiberal, dogmatic
forms, sonre ending in Terrorism. The
Chinese ancient mind-set of Celestial
Empire has come through Mao's and
Deng's Communism. Africa's of
tribalism and India's casteism are
lingering, unalterable cultures.

The future of Freedom and
Democracy will be as uphill and as
prolonged as its past. Horv to manage
power is a perennial problenr of
history.

ls Tibet

will not

spirit

lost for ever? No.

die because there

A thousand times no. Tibet

is no death for the human

Jayaprakash Narayan
cited in a publication of Friends of Tibet, lndia
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fhe book unrler revielv is a

n'ell-written and ltrcicl account of the
arrival of the Parsis in ludia arrd their
carly settlenrents on the rvest coast, as
.rlso titeir evcntual nrigration tcr

Bomhal'. The numerous photographs
(some in colour) inserted at the
beginning and the nriddle of the book
c'nhances it.

The first chapter traces the close
rel.rtionship betrveen lnrlia and Iran,
goin.g back to atleast 2000 ts.C. The
conlmon factor betrvr.en the trvo
countries dirl not relate jr,rst to languaee
but also to funtlamental spiritual ancl
ritualistic matters rvhich are nrentioned
both in the Avestas (the sacred texts of
the Parsis) and the Vedas. The authors'
contuntion is that thc' Parsis were rrot
t()tal strangers to India nttr ll'ere thev
r'rrtirely unknown in India. Profits of
trade must have first brought them to
Ivestcm lndia before the Arab conquest
of Irarr drove thenr here permanently.

Thc second chapter deals rvith
lirr rnigration of the Parsis fronr lran
to the rvest coast of Crrjarat and the
Korrkan from about 770 A.D. onrvards.
Thev probably arrivcd in groups at
intr.rvals, trying to escape persecution
in Iran at the hands of the Arabs who
had attacked aud overrun the Sasanian
ernpire. At first, the Parsis stayetl at
Florrnuz for some years before leaving
for Lrclia where they landed at Sanjarr
;rntl othcr coastal towns like Khambl.rat
(Cambav) and Diu in Gujarat, ancl
Thane, CItaul and Kalyan in the
Konkan. Ilere, the authors quote a

varictv of sources dealing clirectlv or
rndircctlv n'ith the exodus of the Parsis
to India.

conrfortable status in their atlopted
homeland. The leadership of the
commurrity was takerr up by the priests
who through discourses rvith the
learnc'tl Brahnrins establishecl the
existence of common ritual practices and
the concept of ritual purity which made
it easier for the Hindus to accept the
Parsis as a separate caste group witl'rin
the'ir cultr.rral and religious traditiolls.
At the same tinre, this also played a

large part irr nraintair-rir1g a separatL'
iclentity for tlre Parsis and ensured their
subsetluent survival.

The follorving five ch;rpters of
the book deal with the history of the
Parsi settlements in Navsari, Surat,
Bharr.rch, Khambhat, Billimora and the
adjoining areas. Early in the fifteenth
century, Navsari became a I'arsi
stronghold and the sacred fire was
installed thcre, making the town the
focal point of religious leadership.
Contemporary records arrd the reports
of foreign travelers indicate that the
Parsis r,"ere expert craftsnren in textiles
and carpeutry, as rvell as traders,
merchants, nroneylenders, agents and
ship-builJers. Parsis rvere also to be
found anrr.rngst the talatis, patels ar-rd
desais of those tinres, adding to the status
of the comnrurrity.

In Navsari, the Parsis kept up
their learning ancl writing in Pahlavi anci
Pazalrd (the ar-rcient Persian languages),
ancl Sanskrit. I'his macle the'Parsi priests
of Navsari u'ell qualified to explain and
stand up for their religion, as did Dastur
Meherji Rana in the rcligious discussions
of Akbar.

With the growth of_Surat as a
ceuter of cconomic and conrnrc.rcial
importance, the Parsis began to migrate
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fronr Navsari, in the seventeenth
century. In Srrrat, tl'rey carne to be
recognizetl as master weavers and
shipbuilders. They were famous for the
silks tlrey prorluced like'kinkhab' an'J
'tanchol, and enrbroidered fabrics like
the 'gard . They built warships for the
British navy and large frigates for trade.
Wllen Surat suffered from Maratha
attacks irr 1664 & 1670, and other natural
disasters, the Parsis agairr migrated, this
time to Bombay.

Anrong the other important Parsi
scttlcnrcnts in thc cirrll'tenth rnd
eleventh ct'r'rtrrries rvere Ilharuch and
Khambhat. At that time, Bharuch rv;rs
an important sL'aport and enrporia of
trade, and thrrs a natural choicc of
settlenrent for tlre Parsis. It rvas also a
major rcligious center for several
cerrturies. The Parsis of Bharuch n'ere
on the whole a well-to-do community,
being largely r.ngaged iu conrmc'rce.
The chief industry in Bharuch rvas
textiles and the Parsis rvere active in the
production of textiles as rvell as its
corollaries of bleaching and dyeing.

Thc same was the case with
Khanrbhat irr the Gulf of Cambay.
where the Parsis servcd as agents of the
Dutch and the Portuguese. Both Bharuch
and Khambhat were later abandoned
by the Parsis for Bombay.

The eighth and ninth chaptr.rs of
the book deal with the social and
religious customs of the Parsis arrd tlre
social refornrs undertaken by them.
Thc.se are simply explainc'd and n,ill
interest any reader anxious to learrr
about the Parsis in general. 'fhe chapter
ou Social Reforms also chronicltts tht
role of the Parsis in the frcerlom
strtrggle. Dadabhai Naoroji, Pheroze-The Parsis soon achieved a



shah Mehta and Dinshaw Wacha were
three prominent moderates who guided
the early Indian National Congress.
l']olitical cousciousness drerv Parsi
wolnen into the nationalist struggle,
chief an"rong them being Bhikaji Cama
who will always be remembered for
r"rnfr.rrlinp; India's first national flag. The
cntry of Mahatnla Candhi on tl.re
political scene accelerated the parti-
cipation of Parsi \A'omen in the freedom
struggle - Mithuben Petit, Perin and
Khurshed Captain and their sisters
Goshi and Nargish (grand-daughters of
Dadabhai Naoroji) are names that can
rrever be forgotten.

The last chapter of this book
deals with the making of Bombay and
the role of the Parsis as initiators of
change. The first Parsi to come to
Bombay in about 1640, appears to be
Dorabji Nanabhai Patel, an agent of the
Portuguese. Another early Parsi in
Bombay was Khurshed ji Pochaji
Pestonji rvho, in 1665, was appointecl
irs a contractor by the British to supply
rnaterials for the fort they rvere building

The publication presents 20
papers. Vandana Shiva, Director,
Research Foundation for Science,
Technology & Ecology, New Delhi
forcefully argues that globalisatior.r of
agriculture is untlernrininq ecological,
livelihood and food security. The
Structural Adjustment Programnre of
the World Bank (SAP), WTO, libe-
ralisatior-r in fertilizer imports, lanc-l
ceili:rg regulations, and removir.rg
market controls are helping agri-
business of Trans-na tional Corpora tior.rs
TNCS. The SAP created more larrdless
farmers; subsidy favoured the North
rvhile it burdened India (Rs.100 billion)
for chemicals/fertilizers. Exporting

in Bombay. Thus, fronr the beginning,
the Parsis seem to have a strong
footholcl in Bombay and by 1677, there
was a considerable nunrber of Parsis to
warrant a fire-temple, indicating a well-
establishecl settle.men t.

During the next hundred years,
Parsi businessnren rvorked witl-r the
British governmeut to rnake Bornbay
a il-rriving port. The Parsis were again
the first to recognize the potentials of
maritime trade with the outside world.
The Wadias initiated the move to build
ships and trade along the Malabar coast,
and later with South-East Asia and
China. The Banajis, Jejeebhoys, Ready-
nroneys, Petits, Canras and others
followed. By 1800, practically every
European agency had a Parsi merchant
connected to it.

This ckrse association of the Parsis
n'ith the British had two visible effects.
Firstly, the Parsis acquired wealth. They
came to possess a considerable amount
of landetl property arrd sonre of the best
houses on the island. Secondly, inspired

cereals and captive zones for crops are
destroying biological,/cultural diversity.

Sharukh Rafi Khan and Sajid
Kazim, in their chapter on Structnral
Adjustment and Footl Security in
Pakistan, fintl a lack of incentive to
produce crops as the SAP c-lecreased real
wages, household incorne, employ-
ment; subsidies or-r fertilizers and
pesticides were eliminated. Thc private
sector controlled 907o production.

Sarath Fernando, Sri Lanka,
highlights under-nourishment (800 m
people), protein & energy deficiencies
(200 m. chiLlrcn) and u'eakened food
security affecting devclopment. Trade
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by r,"'estern education, they began to
introduce much needed social reforms.

The book ends by listing thc
Parsi contribution to the fielcl of
modern industries (the Tatas, Codrc.;s
and Pallonjis), as n'ell as to journalisrn,
literature, science, theatre and music.
Although this section is brief, it is a

fairly comprehensive account and adds
to the interest of the reader.

All in all, the volume under
review is an extremely well researched
and readable text. The authors - I)r.
Mani Kamerkar, Vice-President of The
Asiatic Society of Bombav, anr'l I)r.
Soonu D}rulrjisha, Reader irr Historr. at
the S.N.D.T. University - show their
deep understanding and mastery of
Parsi history. Undoubtedly, the text is
a valuable addition in recording the
story of a sn-rall but extrencly
inrportant community that has played
such a major role in the makirrg of
India.

liberalisation divertecl resources,
services and subsidies arvav fronr small
farms.

Sulatha Brahma rvrites: SAP
increasecl f ertilizers/pesticid es costs antl
decreased seed supply affecting
fa rming-livelihoods.

Land is corrverted to rron-aqri-
cultural uses( > 507o). New Tenure lands
with restriction of sale are sold to in-
dustries (Rs.3 to 5 lakhs/ac). Gratlins,
purchase and payments for cottorr-
farmers are poor.

Darshini Mahadevia, r\limctl-
abad, finds dccline iu fore st./ftiod-

1J



prorl uction; cash-crops; salinity ingress,
w'ater-pollntion (nitrates/ fl uorides, 3000-
-1000 ppm; 827o villages - no water
source) & desertification due to SAP.
Displaced agricultural-sector was not
absorbed in developnrent processes.
Wastelaue'ls rvere leased to NRI orvnecl
companies/individuals (100 to 2000
aclr's) frxing lorv rents (Its.25lacre).

Abhiiit Sen asks. Food grnirr siocks
to lctd tlrc polr (tr to pny for libcrnlizatl
irtports? Thor,rgh food grain stocks are
Irigh, povertv has persisted (40Vo BPD.
Instead of using grain for food,/cash for
rvork programnre, FCI sold rvheat and
rice and exported 4 m.t. of rice (a fifth
of total world trade in rice). Trade
deficits rvere $ 4.7 billion in 1995-96
agairrst $ 2 billion in 1994-95.

Vandana Shiva traces cotton
failure to excessive pesticides-use, seed
sales shifting towards private sector
protected by patents and IPRs and
beconrirrg costly inputs and not
produced on farms. Seed Corporations
oper;rted on loans from WB ( $ 194 m).
lntlian Seed Industry v"oulci grow by
Rs.20 billion annually. Import of Bt
cottonseeds can bincl falmers in the grip

"'f seeti / pesticide conrpanies/ money
Ientlers.

Cotton-area in Warangal tripled
to I lakh ha;. market was flooded with
l3 lakh quintals of cotton (1986-87) as

against half of this in 1994. Cotton price
declined but not prodr,rction cost. By
1997-98, instead of Rs.7000/-, farners
sperlt over Rs.l2,000 per ha. to get 4.5
q/acre against 10-12 q initially. So,
27 farmers committed suicide as more
pesticides pushed farnrers into
pernlanent indebtedness. In Warangal
13,000 pesticide shops (93 companies)
solcl pesticides worth Rs.l0 crores (1982)

and lls.200 crores (1985).

Kristin Darvkir-rs, U.S.A, writes
th;rt prior to 1950s, US agriculture
foilorvcd full cost accounting called
pnrilq for farmers to avail goverrlment
lo.rn il prices fell. Moving off two
rrrrllion labour-force, lovvering support,
rlelinking prices fronr full cost of
protluction to increase aericultural
rxForts, sc-lling cheap products at below
tcst plices called durrrpirrg has macle it
rnrpossiblc for Third World procllrcers
to thrive, even in their rrational nrarkets.
.i 

ire US sharc of rvorltl grain markct
\vent up.

,/ /;

World Corporations control-led
907o tood trade. The 19th Codex sessiolr
(FAO & WHO) on trade standards had
445 industry representatives and only
8 NGOs. WTO was backed by economic
snnctions to enfurce its decisions.

T. N. Prakash, Bangalore, writes
that High-tech corporate floriculture
near Doddaballapur (250 ha) involving
Rs.90-120 crores. affectecl Karnataka's
80,000 laborers and 2.5 lakh retailers/
flower vendors. Profits came down with
high initial establishment (Rs.125 lakhs),
annual expenditure (Rs.105 lakhs), IPRs
(Rs.25-30 lakhs), duty (15% on import)
antl instability in external market.
Wages were small, health hazards
accentuated due to use of 1500 times
nore pesticides, high dose of fertilizers
(15,000 kglha) and exploitation of
ground water resulting in high ecological
costs of Rs.10 lakhs/l\a (70% in soil
fertility; 257o in chemicals).

Tim Long, questiorls goals of
food security being rendered meaning-
less by globalization. Developing
countries fornring four-fifths of
humanity have orrly one-fifth of global
wealth. 358 billionaires have income of
457o of. humanity. Radical solutions are:
reduction in meat use and transfer of
wealth/land,/seeds.

Victor Sr.rares Carrera, under-
scores loss of competitiveness of local
basic foods in Mexico (787, rainfed). US
maize and wheat sold at $850 to $950
compared b $950 to $1050/t for these
local grains negating inconre and
profitability.

Anritava Mukheriee, New Delhi
writes: Starvation deaths, sale of
children and post-migratiorr in Orissa
indicate Eap between public policy and
achievenrent. Investment is falling;
commercial-agriculture is shifting to
corporations/multi-nationals. Subsidies
help US & EU farmers ($ 28,000 &
20,000 / year / farmer) with negative
subsidies for Indian farnrer. Water
resources, fisheries, agriculture and
livelihoods are affected. MNC's new
varieties nray control food security.
Food is not tradeable as other comDlo-
dities but is basic to lifc. itself.

Johrr Kurion, Thiruvanantl'ra-
puram considers that industrial
fisheries/agriculture promoted by WB
& ADB created denrand for shrimps &
tuna in USA, Japan, EU. Their cats/dogs
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have higher purchasing power thar.r

people in developing countries. Tuna
are couverted to feed chicken, hogs
& cattle as fish-meal. Estimated I m.t
of feed equivalent of 5.5 m.t of
wet-weight fish (nearly double the
marine fish harvested in Inclia) rvas
used to produce 5,70,000 t cultured
shrimp.

Philip Lymbery, U.K warns
against industrial agriculture (Eg. mad
cow disease). Broiler chickeus are
crammed with half a sq.ft space per bird.
A 42-day old bird's skeleton is forced
to carry that of an 84-day old. These
baby giants are crippled. (7 m die of
heart failure). Egg laying hens in battery
cages (300 m) are cut off the top 1/3rct
of birds bill; 300 nr. cock-chicks are
killed soon after birth by gassing with
CO.. Factory farnring is a n'ristake; poor
suffer for lack of employment and
highly priced animal protein (feeding
poor people is not profitable).

Vandana Shiva aud John
Cromton contend that srnall seed
compallies would be obliterated as
public sector seed production canuot
match demand; no single hybrid stays
long; thcre is shift fronr open pollinated
to commercial crops. Cargills sunflower
costs Rs.350; local hybrid Rs.140/kB.
Private comparlies sell cabbage seeds at
over Rs.12,000/kg. MNCs aggressive
nrarketing strategies wean national
companies - Mahyco's share of
sunflower seed crashed (85Vo-7DVo).

Farmers are divested of their rights to
exchange and save seeds for their own
use, thus extending the rights of plant
breeders to all harvest derived from
original seeds. To litigate against
farmers' use of saved seed is in-
appropriate.

Beth Brrrrows, Washington
considers genetically engineered
solutions may lead to greater incidence
of other diseases. Morroculturisatiorr of
mind may take place. Impact assess-
nrent for economic, social, technoloeical
effects on ecosystems are called for.

Niconar Perlas, Philippines
considers less infrastructure and labour
were replaced by Green Revolutitrrr
technologies, destroying ecology
farmirrg. Agreenrents on Sarritary &
Phytosanitary Standards arrd Technical
Barriers under GATT irrtensifies
agriculture based on massive pesticide/
chen'rical inputs. The poor are forced to



sell their products under distress, not
unclcr the signal of free-rrarket.
Associate economies irrclrrdinq green
consumerisrn, tekei, rnutual beneficial
irrteraction at local, rrational arrd
iniernatioual levels would overcomL'
rnany ills of elite globalisation.

Helena Norberg-Hodge, Cali-
fornia says livelihoods of farmers are
clestroyed from Global Depeudence of
food through trade arrd transport.
Average food travels 1200 miles in USA
to rcach kitchen table! Mono culture is
resource intensive; trade increases
tlistancc between producers and con-
suners. Only 4Vo of food dollar irr US
gocs to farnrer, 96To find their way to
multinational middlemen.

J. K. Bajaj and M. D. Srinivas,
Chennai write that our food production
is miniscule comparecl to rcquirements.
Sharing food is enshrinerl as an
inviolable disciplinc. of life. Rig Veda
considers one a partner of sin if one rlocs
not share food. The country was
prosperous Q2-13 t padcly/ha in 900-
1200 A.D). Records o( 201/ha are seen
in inscription of 1325 AD from
Ramanathapuram. Indian \vays are
iading with not even a fetling of shame
,rbout the contiltuitnce of extreme
scarcitv and all-pervading hunger.

Vanc'lana Shiva warns of
starvation like Bengal fanrine (3 m
foople die('1, lq42). Policits of t.conomic
refornr arrd SAI'as denraucled by Worlc'l
Bank increasecl food price.s and
decreased off-take. While exporters
secured wheat & rice (2001) at Rs.4300/
t & Rs.5650/t, people had to pay
Rs.7000/- and Rs.11,300,/t. This amoun-
ted to Rs.13.5 billion & Rs.6,000 crores
respectively for subsidy to corporations
like Cargill.

Decentralization and localization
torvards people centc'red food sectrrity
(Annnkoslt) at all levels in state be
protecte(f rvith Rn-s/rlrryn Ar u r nkosl t. WTO
refomrs be genuine in clecentralization
not undermining our Constitution. The
people's charter should be: The Right
to food security is a human right.

The inrpact of globalisation on
Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Security has been appallingly affecting
developinr: countries antl livelihootls of
snrall farners. Countries in distress
(drotrght/ r,rnfavorable systcms) have
not bc.en re'allv rrplifted through
globalization, aids and loarrs! Inste'ad,
local markets have been eroded and
MNCs are domirratins the scene. All
this has a tell-tale effect of grcater
extenral inputs under borrowed l"noney.

The cost of production has been skv-
rocketing while the price for produce
i s s te'c'p I 1' f a I I i n g a f f cc t i rt.g I lt c e c rr t',' r ;-,r',.

of farnrs and countries. The WTO anLl
othcr players have brorrght irr urrflir
trade regulations to the disadvantage
of developing countries arrd favourinrl
MNCs in the suise of free trade antl
SAP. Local wisdom. traditional practices
and biodiversity are lost with enrphasis
on commercial crops and extcrllal
market.

This book needs to be examiued
critically for ar-rthentic clata, correct
references (some are wrorrgly rluotctl
and some omittecl) ancl a holistic
analysis to Iearn how serious is thc
problern of Sustainable Agricultrrre anrl
Food Security, when more than half the
population of the.globe would be forcetl
to go hungry in a short tinre if the same
policies are followed. Alternatives
have to be searched and policies shotrltl
be changed to brins in ecluity in slobal
management of natural resources antl
foorl securitv. This is what this edition
carr clo as an Eyc-Opetter [or genr'ral
public and policv makers in particular.

*?/ri-s is nrt abridgetl uersi()t oi n ttruclt
longer reuiezo. We shnll fu glnd ti) sd,lrl
renders llte.full reriett'. If llreq ort'
ittlercsled, plt'ast enutil or TLitite lrt tt.s. -

Ecl.

Years ago when public men whom we revered and admired were
being prosecuted for sedition, we used to condemn and ridicule the
Government for the new Section 124-A which was introduced into Macaulay's
Penal Code...'Disaffection'was the new basic element introduced in Section
124-A. and it was a great joke at the time in political circles that disaffection
was authoritatively defined and accepted by the British lndian courts as
"want of affection". We used to ridicule the idea that normal lndian citizens
were expected to show affection for an alien government...

Now under Swaraj the Government of lndia has asked the Law
Commission to report on a proposal to include a new group of offences

called "Economic Offences" within the purview of the lndian Penal Code, such offences to include anything
"calculated to prevent or obstruct the economic development of the country and endanger its economic
health". ln particular, one of the proposals is to include not only evasion but also avoidance of taxes in
the group of offences referred to. Avoidance is not the same as evasion. Evasion is a positive act contravening
the tax law. But avoldance is to arrange one's affairs as legally to free a particular case from taxation
and has not been treated as a crime anywhere in the British Dominion. The Government of lndia now
seeks to make such arrangements a crime...

The "economic development of the country and its economic health" as conceived by a political
party in power are sought, for the first time to be made the test to decide whether a man is a good
citizen and may remain out of jail, or should be imprisoned as an enemy of the State. This notion is of
course taken from Soviet law and practice.

C. Rajagopalachari
Swarajya, August 2'1, 1965
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This is the first book of short
stories by a voung writer-journalist,
Shinie Arrtony. The apparently dis-
connectecl stories seem to tell tl're rcadcr
.rbor.rt the joy anel sorro\r'of pro-
crcation, something connlorl to both
males and females. Though conception
secms to be a bane of the fair sex, nrost
women and a rare man long to give
birth to an offspring, one of thcir own.
Coing by the title of the book, one
cxpects to Bet an elaborate stereotype
description of the. plight of helpless
!r'olnell on rvhom pregnancy is forced
by irresponsible men ancl social tlictates.
Btrt Ms. Antony lor,rks beyond this
conventional pattern to reveal the inner
cravings of human beings and their
sexual responses.

1-he very first story of Jo Mol,
reveals attitudes of people belonging to
various sections of society, towards an
incident of rape. The honestly austere
priest wants to give support to the
victinr rvhile the archbishop, the
crrstodian of society's morals, cannot
w'orry about just one soul - that of Jo
Mol - the victim, since his busirress is
saving souls - in plural; tl're school
teachers' consciencc is turned intr.r
subject nratter and react'subjectively'

'money urlder his head', the price of a

painful 'curlin.g up' against a lover of
.12 yc.ars.

Nlutttttr for rvhich Ms. Antony
received the Comnronwealth Broad-
casting Association Award, deals not
with sex but the parental instinct. Charu,
the father of Munnu who is thoroughly
disappointcd at her birth is juxtaposed
rvith that Charu who weeps helplessly
at tl're loss of this same'Munnu whbn
'hantls from the earth's belly' pulled
down on the school parade in the
cleatlly nrorning of 26th January 2002.

Similarly Gnndhnri is different
than the rest of the stories. It symbolizes
the rvoes, frustration and helplessness
of the'woman'dominated by men with
insatiable hunger for polver and
donrination and for whom victory.
means the license to molest a dignified
lady. Although she decided to be
blindfold in imitation of her blind Lord
after her marriage, her helplessneqs in
the chaos surrounding l'rer, compels her
to remain blindfold now. That.chaos is
felt even more poignantly today
because all Chandharis remain blindfold.

Ms. Antor-ry portrays females as

rninating in disillrrsion and repentance.

Manka, Fara, Joe 'nr1 the l()n:l
story Darling-Dnrlirrg narrated iu the first
perslln fall in place w,hen viervetl likt:
cpisodes cascading in a stream of
consciousness with no chronological
order. It reveals a dual personality with
a female psyche weighed down by
male gerritals. The dual personalitv is
depicted as Fara and Joe. The stre,rrn
of consciorrsness flo\t's back ancl fortlr,
whirls deep into the depths of the past,
wavcrs from side to side altcrrratin,q,
into Sara allLi Joe. The episorles rc.r'c.rl
the inner cravings of the dtrr-rblc
personality, 'with long polished nails'
as he longs for a lover and feels in the
embrace of arrother n'rale, like a

hermaphrodite whole 'that kissed antl
made love to its or.r'n end'.

As a young aide in a law firm, I was
continually embarassed by a recurring
problem of bad body odour. No amount
of exercise or washing had helped me
cure the condition.

My aunt hit upon a novel idea to help
me. Capitalizing on my swarthy
features, she decided to give me an
image of the rough and ready male.
Occasionally, during the hectic working
periods of the firm, she would burst
into the office with her friends and a
bottle of bourbon and proceed to have
a small party.

Senior members of the law firnl
immediately sensed a connection
between the liquor and my body odour.
One asked: "Do you have bourbon
every night?"

Kamal Wadhwa,
Freelance writer, Mumbai.

like the mathcmatics teacher explaining16 they are - normal human beings with
the rvhole episode in terms of A, B ancl gmotions and desires and not just
C; the p<-rliccmarr assigned to the victim plti"Ute obiects of nrale desires and
fecls duty bound not to leave her evcn aggiession. Vana is a cancL'r patient
dtrriuc her physical examination; the ridden rvith the arrxiety of breast
pLror old father unable to bear his ogling removal. She slips out of her hospital
evcs leaves in exasperation; doctors bed and n-rakes for the strangei's room
rvorried more about the multiple semen ... = that stranger who had noticed her
ma tchrs in the report; wonreir's 'wfiipped out nipples' under the flannel
t)rsanizations lvhine as they are ignored gorvn. Mariam witl'r her immaculate
bv the press aud so on. Jo l,&l is finally conception makes l'!er husband fecl like
left alorre to think of the bits of life she a village fool. Kttcliunrary is a tale of
n'truld be able to live. Similarly Jimmy, indulgence in flesh trade to carn tluick
ir street boy of 9 years is'left alone to money to pay dowry for a rich sou-iu-
think philosophically of his life and the law to impress the neighbburs cul-
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