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Face The Facts 
by V. B. Karnik 

IN"the -disc~ssions relating_ to the' Sec·ond· Five-~eai' 
Plan, there ls on the part of the Government a cunous 

but .stubborn refusal to face the facts . The latest 
exaU!~r~· ,()ftlie malady is to be seen in the decision of 

i' the 'NWtionaJ ·. Development Council to stick to the 
J:arget figt1fe of Rs. 4800 crores of totaLinvestment in­
spite of all that the Planning Commission has stated 
about th~. ·paucity of resources and the strains and 
difficultie's thatchad developed in the economy. · 

In a docU:t4~nt prepared for the consideration of the 
Council, Appraisal and Prospects of the Second Five 
Year Plan,'; the' Planning Commission has estimated that 
the nisotif'ces 'that 'wduld be available for the purposes 
of the Pl~n would be of the order of Rs. 4360 crores. 
Even this figure is obviously an optimistic expectation. 

,. It takes dedit for Rs. 759 crores as contribution from 
current revenues and Rs. 984 crores as loans and small 
savings. Experience of the first hvo years of the Plan 
does not really warrant placing the amounts to be 
derived from those two sources at those high levels. 

The Commission is aware that there mav be short­
fall? in !woth cases. It may be difficult therefore to 
reach the figure of.Rs. 4260 crores. The Commission 
regards it inadvisable to prune the Plan to the level 
of the available resources, namely, Rs. 4260. It has 
therefore recommended the raising of additional re-

"' s9_urces of_ Rs. 240 crores through taxes, loans, and small 
Savings and through economies in non-Plan expendi­
ture. , With all this, t}Je maximum_amo).lnt o£res<;>1,1rces 
that it could envisage was Rs. 4500 crores, and, accor­
dingly, .it .. recommended changes in the allotments 
tinder various heads so that the total outlay may not 
exceed the available resources of Rs . 4500 crores. 

The National Development Council, however, ignor­
ed this assessment of the !>Ianning" Commission and 
blindly decided in favour of retaining the original 
estimate of Rs. 4800 crores. The decision is blind 
because the Council has no idea as to how those addi­
tLonal.Rs. 300 crores would become available. The 
only precaution that has been taken is to divide the 
pro}ects into two groups and to announce that projects 
in the second group costing Rs. 300 crores would be 
implemented only if additional resources become avai­
lable. Nobody knows, however, which projects will be 
placed in the first group and which in the second 
group. ·would it not have been more realistic and 
more honest to accept the disagreeable fact that not 

rsl 

more than Rs. 4500 crores of resources would b~corne 
available and adjust the Plan accordingly? 

But, it appears, it is not considered good maTlners to 
talk about prunning the Plan or to suggest the lower­
~ng of targets. Some even go to the extent of regard­
mg any such talk or suggestion as positively unpatrio­
tic. · But~ ecorromie'·faets •do-· not "have· any' considera, 
tion for the predilections or prejudices of persons. 
They have already forced a reconsideration of the 
Plan. A reappraisal of the Plan took place sometime 
in 1957 as a result of a number of internal and external 
factox:.s . w}lich upset the .cost t!Stima,t~~ of_.<! J:llJrpber 
of projects. What remained after the reappraisal was 
only the ceiling of Rs. 4800 crores in financial terms 
and not the physical targets as they were originally 
estimated. A number of allocations were changed. 
The allocation for Industries and Minerals was raised 
from Rs~ 690 crores to Rs. 880 crores, while those for 
Irrigation and Power and for Social Services were 
reduced respectively from Rs. 913 crores to 813 crores 
and from 945 crates to 863 crores. There was also a 
slight reduction in the allocation to Transport and 
Communications. The allocations to Agriculture and 
Community Development and to Village and Small 
Industries were, however, left untouched. Then 
began the talk about the core or the hard core of the 
Plan, though the people were never told definitely 
what the core or the hard core was. In view of these 
facts it is difficult to understand the dogmatic insist­
ence on the figure of Rs. 4800 crores. If hard economic 
facts can force a reappraisal, is it sinful to undertake 
it in the ligl->t of a sober consideration of the resources 
that would be available and the needs of the situation? 

The Plan as it has been implemented during the 
first two years has imposed a heavy strain on the peo­
ple. During tl1e five years of the Plan the people will 
have to beat the burden of Rs. 725 crores of additional 
taxation imposed by the Central Government. The 
additional taxation in the States will be of the order 
of Rs. 173 crores. This will have to be supplemented, 
according .to the Appraisal of the Planning Commis­
sion, by a further additiimal taxation of Rs. 100 crores 
if the gap of Rs. 240 crores between the available re­
sources and the target figure of Rs. 4500 c:rores is to 
be filled up. If the target figure is raised to Rs. 4800 
crores, as decided by the National Development 
Council, there will be, it is clear, a still greater bur­
den. The people cannot be blamed if, owing to th,e 
wrong polices of the Government, a substai1tial part 
of the revenues raised through the new taxes is not 
utilised for the purposes of the Plan. It is entirely the 
responsibility of the Government. So far as the peo­
ple are concerned , it cannot be denied that they have 
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~~~~~~:~:! ~J6~~:!he ~ppf~~ttlQ~ li~~;;•cha,tfct~l:is~r :!~'a fi~;.lor~m ~~~s~~e e~~~~hli~r=b~~~~ bth:~~~~~i5adJt 
The peop!e have also contributed to the Phfn tions to the labour force. The problem of unemplc;­

through deficit financing. During the first three ment will therefore remain as grim as ~yer, the coHos­
years of the Plan, 'including the current year, _defiCit' sal in\'estments of the Plan not m.~tkil,'lg. 'any apprecia-
financing that has .. been resorted. to is oLthe· ot:d.er Qf., .blec,eftect upon it. · , \ . · . · 
Rs. 917 crores. Deficit financing whichnaturally has The Planning Commission has in a''scl:ler appraisal 
resulted in high prices, has further lowered the peo- drawn attention to many of these realities about the 
pie's already very low standards of living. The Plan. The appraisal is reinforced by some of the 
Finance Minister declared a few weeks back that in recent developments in the countrf. While we have 
view of the existing situation there would be no fur- been talking about big plans and devoting our atten­
ti1er deficit ·financing. The Planning Commission is tion to th~ building of steel mills and machi!'\e,.;inanu­
also a~are at the dangers of the situation. It declared facturin_g pl~nts, many of .o~r well-esfaqli.spedindus­
"the scope for further deficit financing is very limited." tries are facing a crisis. A number of textile mills 
It has also recommended: "deficit financing hereafter have closed down. A number of engineering con­
must be reduced drastically." And yet it was com.. cerns have slowed down production. Many com­
pelled to provide for a further doze of Rs. 300 crores plain of lack of raw materials. Unemployment. is 
of deficit financing in order that the figure of res our- growing; prices ~1:e. [i_~~r.g<;a,n,d th~rt:. i~ .a , g_~1,1,er~lje~J:: 
ces may ·nodall below Rs. 4500 cl'ores. The deCision ing of dissatisfaction and frustration. This is a Jliood 
to raise it to Rs. 4800 crores will necessitate an addi- which is hardly conducive to that "local participation 
tiona! doze. This will have, it can be easily seen, a and community effort" which the Planning Commis~ 
further depressing effect on the life of the people. sion has invited for increasing agricultural production 

It was apprehended at the beginning that, as soon but which is also essential for the successful imple­
as the lack of resources will .hegin to. be felt, it will . mentation of the Plan. 
be the ameliorative aspects of the Plan that will be There will be no point in telling the Planning Com­
jettisoned. The apprehension has come true. Accord- mission or the Government today that all these diffi­
ing to the new schedule of allocations and outlay pre- culties and snags could have been antioipated earlier 
pared by the Planning Commission, the allocation to and were as a matter of fact brought to their notice by 
Social Services is reduced to Rs. 810 crores. The some in the initial stages of the formulation of the 
original figure in the Plan was Rs. 945 crores. The Plan. Those who pointed out that it would not be 
allocation to Village and Small Industries is reduced possible to raise such large resources and th~t th~ 
by Rs. 40 crores, to Agriculture and Community Deve-, Plan was over-ambitious were scoffed at. Therr cn­
lopment by Rs. 58 crores and to Irrigation and Power ticism of the undue emphasis on heavy industries and . . 
by Rs. 93 crores. On the other hand, the allocation to the comparative neglect of agricultural and consumers' 
Industries and ~Iinerals is raised bv Rs. 100 crores. goods industries was ridiculed.. Th~ir friendl~ warn-· 
If there is any further shortfall in resources, there is ings against the dangers of mflatiO? Wer~ Ignored 
no doubt there will be further cuts in the expenses to and they were castigated as men of little fmth . . That 
be incurred on Social Services and similar activities. events have proved them right will give them no plea-

The employment position is equally alarming. Th.e sure. Their only desire will be that even .. now the 
Plan, as originally formulated, had promised add1- facts may be faced. There is no harm in settin& high 
tiona! employment for about 7.9 million outside agri- goals· but if events prove that they are unattamable 
culture and about 1.6 million in agiculture. Accord- one si10uld have the courage and the wisdom to learn 
ing to the latest estimate of the Phinning .,Commission from facts and to adjust them according to the possi~ 
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Notes 

Mr. Nehru's Criticism 

AT the last meetilag of the All-India Congress Com­
mittee held in New Delhi, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru 

expressed himself in rather sharp terms about some of 
the activities of the Communist Party of India and 
some of the policies of the international communist 
movement~ The sharp words took the Communists by 
surprise as they had never expected Mr. Nehru to be 
so friticial and so _outspoken. __ They are now retali­
a:tinghy teleasirig'abartage·of propaganda a'gaihst him 
and the actions and policies of his Government. 

One significant fact to which Mr. Nehru drew atten­
tion was the change affected by the Communist 
Party of India in its attitude towards the Communist 
~eague of Yugoslavia after the _decision by the Com­
fnunist Party of the Soviet Union to boycott the con­
gress of the Yugoslav League. The change was car­
ried out. by sending a new critical message to the 
Yugoslav congress in place of a friendly message sent 
ear:tit)r. Th.e Indian Communists do not . deny the 
change _and ,the fact that they sent a revis,ed message. 
Their only • explanation is that the .dra,ft programme of 
the Yugosbv organisation was not available to them 
when they sent the first message; on getting the draft 
.Programme they found that there were many points 

• to which they did not agree and, therefore, sent the 
·second message; but it was sent long before they came 
to know of the Soviet reaction. They claim therefore 
that they effected the change on their own initiative 
and on the basis of their own judgment and not on 
any instructions from abroad. The Secretariat of the 
Party ha!' stated in the course of a statement: "At the 
time of our sending our views on April 19, we had no 
knowledge of ·what other Communist Parties had said 
about the Draft Programme of the League of the 
Communists of Yugoslavia." 

~ One could have accepted this communist explana­
tion. But there is a little snag. It was precisely on 
April 19 that the Moscow Radio broadcast the SDviet 
decision to boycott the Yugoslav congress. The broad­
cast was repeated a C()uple of times onthat day for 
the benefit of communist representatives abroad. It 
is a wellknown secret that Indian communist leaders 
listen attentively to Moscow Radio. Jt is inconceivable 
that they could have missed this important pronounce­
ment that the Moscow Radio made on April 19, not 
once, but more than a couple of times. It is difficult 
therefore to believe that the Indian Communist Party 
ade.d 'on its own initiative \Vhen it sent its second 
message to Yugoslavia. 

Another criticism that lVIr. Nelu-u made was that 
the Indian Communists had their "thinking apparatus" 
outside the country. This criticism has also gone 
home and there have been angry rejoinders. That 
Indian Communists do not think for themselves. that 
they aiways look up to l'vioscow for advice and 'guid-

ance and tlut their policies and actions are determined 
abroad - these facts are so patent that they do not 
need any discussion or corroboration. 011e may, how­
ever, in this connection draw attention to the visits 
to ~Moscow that leaders of the Party are required to 
make before and after each Party Congress and when­
ever any important issue is to be decided. 

On this occasion, Mr. Nehru was also critical about 
some of the happenings in China and Russia. After 
referring to Mao Tse-tung's famous slogan, "Let a 
hundred flowers blossom", Mr. Nehru drew pointed 
attention to the later development of "flowers being 
pulled out as weeds." He also referred to the "rigid­
ity" and "intolerance" that had developed in Bussia -
and to "the cutting of heads". Alluding to the recent 
changes, he said, "Now fortunately, heads remain but 
other things follow". This was obviously a reference 
to the ·phrges·ofLMoiot:ov, M~ilenk<:>v; KaganoVicil' 'afidc" 
others. Mr. Nehru also expressed his disapproval of 
the pressure tactics that are being applied against 
Yugoslavia. He regarded them as unjustifiable inter­
ference with the internal affairs of a country. 
. It was -refreshing to--hear Mr. Nehru speak about 

communism and communist activities in such a candid 
and forthright manner. It is to be hoped that there 
will be many more such occasions and that the people 
will be told more often the tmth about this grave 
danger to freedom and democracy. 

Lesson Of Devicolam 

THE communist success in retaining the Devicolam 
seat in the recent .by-election in Kerala has been 

a decisive one. The communist candidate !virs. Pun­
nose won by a majority of 7,098 votes over her Con­
gress rival. The result has surprised even the Com­
munist Party leaders who did not expect such a com­
fortable majority for their candidate. However, the 
margin of communist victory has been narrovveJ from 
over nine thousand in the last election to about 
seven thousand this time. This is rather significant. 

Though the communist success restores the party's 
precarious majority in the State Assembly, no greater 
meaning should be read into it. The communists in 
office have not lived up to their promises and there is 
a distinct turn of the tide against the communists 
among at least a section of the Kerala electorate. But 
this process is obviously a slow one and requires for 
its acceleration concerted drive on the pmt of the 
opposition parties. The defeat can be turned intu a 
victory if the opposition takes the Devicolam lesson 
to heart. 

In a way the Congress has itself to thank for its re­
verses against communists, for these may be attributed 
to its failure to educate the electorate politically. It is 
for the Congress and other opposition party leaders to 
assess how far their alliances with the communists, as 
in the election of Delhi's or Bombay's \Iayor, give a 
misleading idea to voters throughout the country and 
a dangerous respectability to the communists. Besides, 
the ideological ambivalence of our national leaders in 
holding that communist aims are good but their 
method is bad, "makes most Congressmen", as one of 

a 
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our contemporaries pointed out, "apologetic when con­
fronted with' Communist challenge". This ideological 
confusion a1.d the consequent .failure to educate the 
voter politically, together with the failure of demo­
cratic parties to evolve a common ground and 
approach to · fight the ever-increasing communist 
menace, have contributed to the communist success. 
Sooner the democratic parties realise this better are 
the chances for the success of democracy in India. 

A Bad Precedent 

June 1958 

most occasions the children did not even know whom 
they were welcoming. 

Some discerning persons had raised their vo'ce 
against the practice characterising it as unlawful ex­
ploitation of children for political purposes. The Indian 
Committee for Cultural Freedom adopted over two 
years back a specific resolution on t~e topic and 
appealed to all political parties and organisations to 
abandon the harmful practice. Freedom First had 
also drawn pointed attention to th~:: undesirable conse­
quences of the practice. 

The Samyukt Maharashtra Samiti_ Group in the 
Bombay Municipal Corporation, and more particularly 

I T is jn ingeneous statement that the Governor of its leading Praja Socialist Party members, deserve 
Orissa has issued explaining why he did not accept congratulations for the interest that they took in the 

the resignation of the Mahtab ~Hnistry and call upon matter and for the decision taken by the Municipal 
• the leadecoft.he opposition t9_ fq:q;q , tl.H;.~.-:~·F!~!~t!Y~ . Tj1~- - _Administration 91l .. tJ:t~ir __ a9~!~~- ai?.? J?,~~~u~s_io~. _ _!!_is _. 

only reason advanced by him Is the reported dam1 to be hoped that the declSloh ta'ken m Bomoay will · 
made by the Chief Minister, Mr. Mahtab that he still serve as a model to other municipalities and local 
commanded a majority in the Assembly. The claim bodies. 
should not have weighed with the Governor and he The Municipal Commissioner has also ordered that 
should have followed the usual constitutional proce- without obtaining his previous permission teachers and ' 
dure. The usual procedure is to accept the resigna- - other officers of the education department should not _: 
tion and then call upon the leader of the opposition encourage the buying of tickets by school children for 
to form the Government. If the opposition is not able any show in the city. This is a sequel to the tragedy 
to win a majority in the House, its Government may that occurred on the occasion of the show p·at up by 
fail and it may become necessary again to find out that notorious fellow-travelling organisation, the 
who commanded the majority. But under the consti- China-India Friendship Association. It is awellknown 
tutional procedure the opposition must get the oppor- fact that some known fellow~travelling elements in the 
tunity to form the .Government. By denying that Municipal 'education department were utilising their 
opportunity to the 'oppOsition, the Governor of Orissa positions for securing ready audiences of school child­
has not only departed from the established conventions ren for shows put up by communist and semi-commu-' 
of parliamentary democracy but has also acte? in an nist organisations. Who were indulging . in these. 
unfair and improper manner. The charge agamst the practices is not, however, important. The Important 
\Iahtab Ministry has been that it utilised its office thing is that the practices were harmful and undesi- · 
for securing adherents. Its actions on the eve of the rable. The Bombay Municipal Corporation has done 
crucial vote in the Assembly ~1ave thoroughly ex~o~ed well to stop them. 
the discreditable means that It adopted for remammg 
in office. By enabling it to continue in office, even 
after tendering resignation , the Governor permitted 
it to utilise the same method for retaining its support. 
Apart from being unfair to the opposition, it set a 
bad precedent and put a premium on poljtical oppor­
tunism and corruption. 

Exploitation Of School Children 

THE Municipal Administration of Bombay deserves 
to be complimented on the · decision -to stop the 

pr~ctice of asking municipal school children to line 
up along streets for welcoming foreign dignitaries and 
other important visitors to the city. The practice had 
come into vogue during the last few years. It was to 
a large extent an imitation of the practice followed in 
communist countries of arranging for extending wel­
come to foreign visitors. 

As a result of the practice, whenever any foreign 
dignitary visited the city, municipal school children 
used to be rounded up and made to line the streets 
along which the dignitary was to pass. The children 
had to stand in that position for hours and many a 
time in sun and rain. It was a torture to the children 
as well as to the teachers .who had to shepherd them 
and teach tb em to shout the appropriate slogans. On 
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The Poona group of the I.C.C.F . organised a seminar 
on "Bureaucracy under Communist Regime" on 14th 
and 15th April. Prominent amongst those who partici­
pated in the seminar were Dr. Karve, Prof. Kogekar, 
Prof. Bedekar and Dr. Garde. 

* * * 
Under the auspices of the Indian Committee Dr. 

Raghuvira, M.P., Director of International Academy 
of Indian Culture, delivered a lecture on May 19 on 
'"New Pattern of Economic Development". Mr. V. 
B. Karnik introduced the speaker. 
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by Jayapraka~ Narayan 

· ~- N tb~ J?asf,' few, weeks I have qeen speaking .3:1?out 
. parliamentary ~emoci.'acy arip th~re has,b~en · some 
qol},t;r!N~rsy , in )'V~ich even the Prime Minister has 
tal<eri part. ] U.:rr ~ critic of parlii:\mentary democra()y 
and) ari~ fin,xious.to see it rephwed by a ,b,ettedorm of 
democracy. ' But let me clear at the outset the mis-

l #qe,rst~ncFng•.that I, am an opporwnt of 1d~mocnwy 
because I• am a critic of parliamen~ary democracy., It 
is f!).r,_Jar a\fa)' from my, mind to lend any support to 
any f9rm of', authoritarianism or totalitarianism . 
. ~. thiP,k tliat- totalitarianism is a crime ·a,ga,inst, man.. 

.- IUs..,.an.insult to man to d~ny him frc;:ed<;>m'ia:pd deni,o:.: 
cracy. It is in ~he_ very nature of ma:q ~h~t. he shquld 
wo!l<;' ~9:r fre.¢dq'rn. Thefe1 is .s_orriytl;liP,g-in the ·hum,an 

- ~pi~~l~~at ,r~f~~te~ <to f>e su.ppr~ss~·; ;<:>( oppress~.d: f?r 
all tiines,. A,nd .t~~refore 1 a.rn an optrm~st. ~beJ1~ve m 

.the future of d(emocr~cy, in, fu~A\lt.JJ_re.wf;hw.na:p f]:ee- -
· dom and human .. dignity. · I shl?\lld also like, t,~· ~ake it 
1 clear Jhat I have no do1,1bt ,tpat of l!ll. the.; differep.t fdhns o{ democracy, democratic 'poiit~~.ai org~nisatioris 
. it ~t ,hjstory -has .~mo~n so ; fi:l~',. : p,argaW,~:Pt~:~cy d.emo­
·• ~~AY, 1si the best m. sp1t~ of 1ts shm;t<f9~mng~·u· r~u,t th_at 
. s .not mean that we should shut _, O}lh ~y,es . to 1ts 

1
.ects, s.hould_ .not try to,.remove ~em . and! improve 

· ~~9-.. -'YhM we have .today. · · ... ; . , . 
:~-:First of all, parliamentary . democracy is · not full 
··mocracy. It is inadequate democracy. What do I 
ean by the statement? There have been many .defi-

:tions of democracy, some scholastic, some academic, 
~me scientific. But I should like . tb bike the popular 
. definition which Abraham Lincoln·· gave: democracy 
fs a government of the people, by the· people and for 

-.the.. people. Now · it · is possible to conceive that a 
parliamentary dertwcratic government is ·a govern­
ment for the people. · It may even be a government of 
the people in the sense that it is elected. But I think 
you would agree --that no example of parliamentary 
democracy exists . .today or has existed before , which 
would satisfy, the third part of the definition, :namely, 
government-by the people. It may be a government 
with the consent of the people, but it is not a govern­
ment by the people. 

There is 'another aspect of this system of parlia­
mentary democr~cy. Under such a system ,political 
parties-are · f@rmed~· and ,the parliallJ&ntary democratic 
system becomes .inevitably a party· system. Either we 
have a two-party, system: wliich we have · mote or 
less in, the English~speakin'g countries,, or. we ;have a 
multi-party system. which we have iin !Western ·Europe, 
141rtictllarly in France and Germany!t;:n. ,.: ·· 
· The idea, :of. a one-party' system. is foreign to parlia­
mentary' democracy. There , must. be at least two 
parties-one in '-goverrirnent and· the ·other in opposi­
tion-or more than two parties. Political parties no 
doubt rise from the people. No doubt; they have 
thei).: . own following amon·g the people; but yet they 
are n~t the people. Every political party claims to 

~epresen t the 'interests of the people better than ·every 
·other political party. Out of this party system we .get 
party . machines which are highly organised, highly 
cootralised-party machines which have, their 1!i)Wn 
funds and their own means of propaganda. The p€0-
ple are given the oppo:rtunity to elect their n:pre.~¢n­
tatives but as a result of the working of the·party 
system these choices which are given to th~ people 
become very much limited. When there are .. highly 
organised parties with funds, highly publicise'd leaders 
and so on, it isverY. _d~ffl.c.tJ.lt.fo~ independents to" win 
elections and 1n all organised parliamentary democr~tic 
systems the number, of independents figQting .el~c}t;ions 
is very small. The choice of the people in these~e¢tiQ.n 
of their representatives is liinited by the virtue -of . the 
f11c~ that political parties which are organised set up 

. <::andidates-and-the-people -merely· have ·to, select ~from-­
them. As a result, elections for a poor c()~nqy; _like 
ours have become very costly and everypn~·Hs ~ggl),~­
c;ious of it. But yet no solution is fotind. N!? 'gi>,ubt, 
there are certain fixed limits to the.,expenditure ,w_:Wch 
a candida,te might incur. But you all know that. the 
rule is observed more in breach than in practice. 
.Wh~n elections become so expensive is it possible, for 
the _people to exercise their choice · in the selection Pf 
their representatives? Parties with large funds orga­
nise and manage elections and win the people's votes. 
Has a poor candidate any chance of winning an elec­
tion under these conditions? Has a poor man's party 
any chance? These are serious defects which it is 
necessary for us to consider . 

Let us take another aspect of this. The theory is that 
a voter is expected to express his opinion on the issues 
that are placed before him at the time of the elections. 
Is it possible for ordinary voters in any country to be 
able to express their opinion intelligently on all the 
complicate<!i issues that are placed before them? 
And when we come to our own country with the 
backward electorate that we have-most of them illite­

·rate, most of them are such that they have not travel­
led beyond their district-is it possible for such persons 
to express their opinion on international affairs? Isl'it 
possible for them to give an intelligent answer? We 
must take all this into consideration and find' what 
system WOuld SUit Our COnditiOnS better. ',I 

I think even in highly advanced countries evefy 
voter who is called u'pon to exercise his vote is not in 
a position to express his views intelligently. ~en .I 
was studying in the U .S., an American University 
conducted a sample survey and it was found that 17% 
of the citizens did not know who their President was. 
I am talking of the twenties, many years ago. I ·am 
su're the Americans ·have advanced since then; but' at 
that time, 17% of them, according to the sample surveM; 
didn't know the name of the President. If you. :~k 
citizens of India who their President is, I don't ;know 
what the percentage will be. At an examination held 
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in Kanpur ior subordinate civil service a, qpestion was : minQr ch¥Iges are made and then there is the national 
asked: who is Dr. Rajendra ;.Prasap?, A~d(.you wop.~d ~: ~ plah~ T}jus s9iepq,e 'and -.sqc~alist' planning, all these 
be surprised to read the a'nswers-some Imide him an . ' are taking US towards 'this over~centralisation of life­
eminent physician, some madt. him Commander-in- the trend of development which is inimical to t~w 
Chief somewhere, and so on and so forth. trencl.,of democratic planning. 

The party system has other glaring defects with You will 'ask then what is to be done? I shall like 
which you all are acquainted. You have heard of the all of you friends to think about it. What is to be 

:Tamany Hall. Every country has its own Tamany done? There is one attitude of mind yVhich resigns 
Hall. I am sure that Bombay city has its own Tamany itself:to the so-called forces of society. There are. t4(/se 
Hall, a few political bosses manipulating com1ption social forces at work; there is no use swimming against 
and all kinds of nepotism. When you have this party the current; pittillg ourselves against the trend· of 
~ystem; you are not so much concerned with what is events:-all these things are going to happen and let 
-right bd who is right; you are only concerned with •Js try to sav'e' of democracy as much. a"> possible. The 
what strength your own party has. I have seen it hap- other view is that there are certain objectives, certaii.l 
pening tin the political field in our country-one politi- aims and values in life which one is ncit p'.'epared ' to 
.cal party boss is expelled from his party for defalcation compromise. Each one is prepared to fight for them 
of money an:d other political parties are waiting to in the extremest circumstances. Such an attitude of 
em brace him with open arms because he happens to mind· is 'a revolutionary attitude. It does not accept 
be a .person of some.ab>ility . .. .. .. . , ... , :.,., ,,, ,, .... .. ' " .. ~ . .things; it .fights ,against them .. ,, , . , ; . , .. -·~ .. , . ''" ... 

We have a Welfare State. What do we find? We Democracy is a way of life, is a habit of life, is ah 
find in the world a trend towards more and more cen- attitude towards life. Democracy embraces ~P,e wh9le 
tralisation, more and more power for the State, f?r the of life: You cannot bring about ch~pges in· tHe P?.~~- , 
Government. In the Welfare State as well as rn the cal structure and leave the econonuc structure as 1t ·1s 
Socialist State or in the Communist State, the trend and hopt-d)y those political changes to create a bette1 
is the saine. · People are becoming irresponsible in the · democratic, ·system. The whole· of life, the ·whole ·of 
sense that they are not prepared to shoulder the res- social life must be transfonn:ed to make it monYa~d 
ponsibility. of citizenship themselves, the responsibility more democratic~ · · n . ' . ; ~~ 
of community life. They are content to cast their votes, The picture of human society today is such ~t!J-Dt 
they are content with throwing their votes to whoever every man is more or less at war with every other 91~ 
they wish and ~hen b~ satisfied\~~ that. They have We ~ear a lot today about the cold war, the cold,~. ' 
performed their duties as a Citizen and therefore may · m the end prove to be more harmful than ofhW 
nothing remains for them to do, the rest is for the forms of war. But are you aware that we hav~- ~~ 
State to do. society, in our daily lives, a perpetual cold war g~· · . . 
· Now I should like to ask you whether in a centra- on? I am at war with you. You are at war with .. · 
lised order of society democracy has much of a That is how lifeis organised. I do not think that s .···· · . 
chance. Pandit Nehru or :1vlr. l\tlacmillan or Mr. Eisen- lism or communism has made much difference to.' : t. 
bower may be a democrat and a good democrat at Today the basis of our life is our own individual s~Jt­
heart. But the whole of the social organisation is such interest. Our selfish interest is the motivating force. 
that power is concentrated at a few centres . How The individual self-intwest naturally embraces tl:th 
could it be possible, in spite of their best feelings, for interest of the family-a small family of the i..dividri~ 
democrats to function as democrats or to give their We are trying to do all that we can for ourselves"""'f6r 
people a democratic way of life? As all of you know our little family. I do not think that as long as-diil; 
the trend is more and more towards statism. cold war is going on it will be possible for us to eriiarge 
. Apart from the welfarism, socialism or communism, the .frontiers of democracy very much. . 
it is commonly believed today that science itself is When man is at war with man, there has to be sonie 
working for centralisation, i.e. the inevitable result of institution, some force, some coercive power to keep 
scientific developments would be more and more people under reasonable controL · ·Those who ·ai'e 
centralisation. Society would become more and more using their coercive power may come from various 
complex, technology would become more and more classes or groups. They may have various interests. 
complex, requiring more and more centralisation and, That -is a different matter. A picture ·Of full democracy 
therefore, in this scientific age the q':lestion is as~ed c~n only be realised, a full democracy can onl~ be pos.-· 
whether democracy can really function? The VItal sible when we have transformed- the vel'o/ basis< of our 
decisions in a centra!ised society a~e taken ~Y. a few live~, I.nstead-of. living; forourselves: or for our-little 

. people, decisions whiCh affect the hves of milhons _ of family, if we begm to live for bur netghbours, for our 
people. Would you call that democracy? This is fellow human beings, for the society at large, then ,and 
called the age of planning and it is t~ou~ht that pl~~: then only the f~llest possible developmentofdem6cra:. 
ning is impossible without centralisatiOn. Pand1tp cy can be possible. 
talks of planning in a democratic context, or of demo- I am pleading not only for an economic change, a 
cratic planning. What democracy do we have in the social change or a political change, ·but a change iii 
planning of our country? The Planning Commission the entire outlook on life, in the fundamental va.h.u:is 
.has jts committees, has its experts to pre~are p~ans of life. You might say it is not possible, it is against 
that are placed before the country, some discussiOns human nature. Well1f you say that, I can only reply 
are held, some people write learned articles. In the that I do not accept that view, even though I ma:y be 
Development Council there is some discussion, some (Continued on page 9) 
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Goliath 
by 1( K. Pes8i , . 

THE wheel has turned full circle. In 1948 Tito was 
'• . e~;co~nm;micated by ,iv1o~cow for' his. unpardon~ble 
s.m . Qf standillg up to. the rmghty God m the Kremlin 
ail,:(fasserting his ownindependence. Five years there­
after, i)ljune 195~, Stalin's orphaned heirs sent, with 
Yugoslav consent and with expectat~ons .offriendship 
and forgivene~ from the latter, an Ambassador to 
J3~Jg.rade for the first time sin,ce the Tito-Stalin rift, 
thu$· 6peQing a new era in the history of Moscow­
~.elgrade relations. And now again after five years 
rit,O stands On the brink of a new sharp r1,1pture With 
M~scow. It is curious to note in this connection how 
history is repeating itself -even in the 'c:::tse of such 
details· as the use of the same old accusations and jn­
vectiv~s ,aga¥tst Belgrade by the high priests in Mos­
. qo\v Arid Peking. It was not therefore without reason 
thadhe Kommttnist, the organ of the Yugoslav Com-

,.!!!,p_nj~~)~arty, .11oted _ _r_a_tb_er la.conically that .the leaders 
in Moscow and Peking had_ done no more than to 
".reope~ the file", on the resolution voted by the Comin­
f ·ijri in'1948; But still, inspite of this fire and fury, it 

·,bvious that Moscow cannot push the rupture to the 
. _ erne. It would mean for it a diplomatic and 

pi:~paganda set-back in uncomprltted regions, especi­
ii!IY Asia :tnd the Middle-East .which it could ill afford. 

l p. .a way the rupture was inevitable soo. ner-or later. 
ough the Kremlin after Stalin introduced control­

. liberalisation in its internal as well as external re­
tions, it never gave up, in practice, its rigid insistence 

Q#,' adherence to Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism; and 
~Pough it conceded to Tito his right to cultivate his 
~!ll'den after his own fashion, it was bent on 
~nta~g t.he . Soyiet. supremacy, euphef!listically 
~ed IdeologiCal umty, ill the world commurust move­

·~ent. The differehces between Moscow and Belgrade 
!came to a head with Yugoslav leaders' refusal to put 
i!lheir signature to the Moscow Declaration signed by 
~~e twelve ruling Communist Parties last November 
which emphasised the need for ideological unity and 
purity under Moscow's leadership. This dramatically 
.disclosed the ever-widening rift between the two and 
underlined Yugoslavia's firm resolve to follow its own 
path to socialism. But what incensed Moscow more 
than Yugoslavs' stubborn refusal to fall in line was 
the latter's unwillingness to keep the fruits of their 
own experience to themselves and. their audacity in 
openly formulating in their draft programme a . coh­
erent view of the world on the basis of the acummu­
lated wisdom of their ten years of practical experiment 
and ideological exegesis. , . _ 
• ~he draft programme, released a month before the 
seventh Congress of the Yugoslav Communist Party 
which was meeting af~r - five years, contains nothing 
pew, nothing that was not put forward by the Yugoslav 
leaders during the past few years. Many of the ideas 
incorporated in it, and which Moscow nqw denounces, 
were advanced by Tito and his colleagues at one time 
or the other. However, this time those ideas have been 

systematised together and set out in a comprehensi~e 
fom1 in the programme bearing the formal seal of 
approval by the Party. The programme does not lopk 
upon the 1948 break as an accident or a Stalinist aber­
ration, but tries to relate it to what it considers · as 
fundamental defects in the system and draws its own 
conclusions fmm the analysis. In the process it ·iitig­
gests a ·somewhat radical l'evision of dogmas' held 
sacrosanct by the communist leaders and in its analysis 
of the world affairs it, at many places, holds up a ' triir­
ror to the Kremlin to show the latter its true face. 
Here lies the unkindest cut of all for Moscow, as it 

· feels thereby rather 'expbsed> _..r ' "'- .. • •• , • _ 

According to the Yugoslav doctrine, the transitfon 
from capitalism to ·socialism can be' brought ·ab0ut 'in 
some cas'es by peaceful parliamentary methods;·' Pre­
sent-day world capitalism, according to the prograni-

. me; cqntains~ a _.sizable .proportion oLsocialist..ingre,di­
ents that are bound to dominate in the long run. "The 
capitalist system in its classical form," it concedes, 
"is increasingly becoming a thing of the past; ; The 
indispensable need to modify, through' State interven­
tion, the relationships in production and distribution 
of the capitalist economy leads to a qualitative'"ih­
crease in the role of the State in operating and develop­
ing the economic life of society." In this way the 
objective process of social development strengthens 
and expands the factors of socialism, and "objectively 
brin~s contemporary capitalist society nearer to socia­
lism. In other words, "mankind is indomitably 
moving into the era of socialism through a wide variety 
of different roads" and, in some cases, revolution is not 
necessarily a precondition for this change. Naturally, 
it boldly asserts that communist parties do not have 
a "monopoly of any form of movement towards sociali­
sm." Thus it knocks the ground from under the feet 
of the communist leaders by depriving them of their 
historical mission and deals a deadly blow to the 
Moscow's leadership of the coming world revolution. 

But the programme does not stop at this. It goes 
beyond this and says that the eventual triumph of 
socialism will not solve mankind's problem. It analyses 
the role of the state power in a socialist society. Th~ 
state, it asserts, while i~di~pensable for ''fi!?hting t~e 
remnants of the old soc1ety , soon becomes ill a sOI:!la 
list society a drag on progress. A powerful bureauct 
racy soon entrenches itself and inevitably seeks to 
make itself the master rather than the servant of 
society as a whole. A socialist society, the programme 
concludes, must therefore address itself without delay 
to the task of cutting down the state's power ~hd 
moving toward a form of 'direct democracy." This 
is a radical departure from Moscow's totalitarian 
concept of the role of the State in a socialist soci~j:y 
and implicit in this discussion is the idea that in sOl'n§ 
countries not only Communist Parties have no mo'pb i 
poly of ushering in of socialism, but they may;1 in 
fact, retard progress-again a heresy for Moscow. 
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As if thi.<:: was not enough, theprogr~me P,fa;peeds deqt ;1\pl,lkovic was eqlJally blu~1L 'Som;e\people seer.1 
to examine ::he Stalinist s~ate }ni~ Russia;~ /'§t~lip, for tsol,a,v~a;l0mfomrguont1._es;tns~~0~jTn·e0,mt ihnadjv~e~ ~leoXl~~o1ei:. -'sp"t1.hnaets,Juagno-d both objective:' and : subjective reasoos;J' did"· not '-' . u fl lU 

fight the bureaucratic tendencbs engendereq by the made a, very significant accusation that Soviet Union 
great concentration of power in the state apparhtus." had bli:mdered by counting on dissidents within the 
On the contrary, the Marxist-Leninist theory of the Yugosla,v Party to force a c{1ange in the PI:9gf~Mf1me. 
dictatorship of the proletariat which withers away ',:vas Finally the reviseu dra'ft • ;was·; tinanimousl}"_ a~pted 
changed into "Stalin's theory of the_stl:!,te which doe;; by the Congress, a,rid'in liis ' speech at the, firiaC$~ssion 
not wither away, but keeps gr9willg strQnger in all Tito appealed to the' Kremlin' 'iwt to tepeaftRe 'St;rHri­
fiel.ds of social life." What is worse; the programme ist mistakes which "in the pa~t pr<'Ve~ fatal/ ' _·L!JL­

states that after World War IL"manifestations of this But the Ohin~s~ :~o~Il)uhists .w~re no~ .R~~p~~~e,d 
,,~pe starteQ..to make their appearance iin ·the inter- to n~arn • from past mistakes. Pekmgs Peot~le_s:Pm.Zy, 
_natioool sphere, as well as in certain elements of Soviet official organ of the party, ' can'le ouLdh Max'. 5j vi.th 
foreign policy and in the ' relations between socialist a barrage of invectives aga'inst Tito. It charg~ct 't}iat 
countri~s." Thus, according to · this; analysis, Stalinism the Yugoslav pnigramme . was .. "out-and-od .· revis~ort­
arose not because of Stalin's personal' defects but ism'' and has · 1~vieiously slan<lered the proletlii:i_an 'dic­
beqmse . of deformations .in the Soviet system which, tatorshi~"and inal~ciouslyslandered.the S~falist ca~J.?/' 

• it is implied, have not .yet been completely cured. :r?e pr?_~ra.mrn~.\ ~~-'~-~~l_ar.ed.;s~b~ti!ti,!es .s,?.I?~~~~,IQI; . 
, In dealing with the ·causes of tensions in ·interna'~ '" revolutwn:aty ' maten\llist dialectics and reactj.oTI,ary 
t;iona} ,relatiqns the programme, to the utter dismay of bm1rgeois · nation:aljsrh fm: r;e~~lpt.ipriar)r' l?r~Ie~afi'~p 
Soviet le~ders, lumps the "socialist" and ~'imperialist" internationalism;'' '' It '.went •further' arid. launclied a 
catpps together as beipg equally responsible for the frontal attack ori Tito's' regirr:i~ ' \vhich ':itAaesb¥iP,eti'1 s 
present tensions. Nato was established through fear a tool of "U.S. itnp~rialistS" and. ·fufthe'r \'sai<l that' ~'fu 
of "Stalin's illflexible and menacing foreign policy." political economy it ' takes urNne · · · 'f<1r 1'ij:Ibrio- · 
This is the only point on which the Yugoslavs shifted poly capitae: The prdg'rarririi~, .. .· , 'c"fifs in 
their position a little bit and slightly revised their exactly with .what !•iiilpeffa1ists - and 
draft as a result of Russian representations. They now American imperial:istS'~rieed:" ' 'It even .'n•;;.•;.:.~;c;;.,_, 
hold that Nato was called forth into ex1st{mce because "basically:rig~t''the ! Corft,iriform's 1.9'48 
of ·Stalin's policies but has world domillation .for· its Belgrade . . Further, the Chinesevo,minuirn 
goal, while the Warsaw Pact is purely a defensive openly vowed to crush'Titoism. and '"Jrev. i.s ;i.i :iiiism' 
org~sation. declared that it :will be a' 'lhOly mission" 

In regard to the relations between Moscow and safeguard the inter11ational comn'lunist . 
other communist countries the Yugoslavs are equally from that danger: . . . 
outspoken ill their criticism. The programme openly Coming as it did frorri the ·Chillese 
suggests that there is exploitation of smaller countries attack was rather significant, as many have 
witbill the communist camp and accuses the Soviet cherished the fond hope that_ Mao will 
Union of seeking to impose its ideology on its com- low ill Tito's footsteps and · challenge 
munist allies. Even Tito in his address to the Party leadership. This episode has orily ' 
Congress attributed to St~lin the doctr~ne that socia- -or revisionism-is a danger 
lism was an imported article and that It can develop Peking, both of which are bent. 
in a standardised manner according to one precept by dangerous thoughts emanating . . 
imposing certain forms of socialist development upon This episode has only. s~ffened resol . , 

1

,,_ 

other countries. The Hungarian revolt and Polish sue his own path to soc1ahsm To. be sure, T_It():s r~~~Cl 
crisis of 1956, he pointed out, were "nai:ural conse- to socialism is equally -reprehensib,le and ~IS · r~g~~:: 
q~e.11c::es of Stalinist policy." . is as much dictatorial as that of the Kremlm lea9ers. 

All this was bound to illfuriate the Soviet leaders. He has shown equal illtolerarice ' of ,'po41i~iil 
Two days before the Yugoslav Congress, Kommunist, opponents, as is evidenced by .the tre!ltmerit metea 
the theoretical journal of the Soviet Communist Party, out to Djilas, Dedijer. and .ot~~r~ ~ 'flult ts why he ;~vas 
assailed the draft as filled with "anti-scientific, non- genuinely interested m bnn~m& ,~bol.lt ~ , ra:I??~o~~hy_­
Marxist, non-Leninist reasoning", and offered "com- ment with Moscow. But the ' 111exorable : ·log~c 9~ 
radely criticism." Khmshchev called the draft pro- totalitarian communism has again'' ruthlessly ' come 
.gramme l'nonsense" and Peter N. Pospelov, one of into operation as a res;ult' of·'wHicH T~tb' O~fec -~gain 
the Kremlin's leading theorists, called upon Tito to stands rudely disillusionecl:, > dn~)ike ! ~avid nu~lifg; a 
retract his "wrona- statements." His main charge defiant chalHmge at therRed•Gohath. ·. ; . . 
agaillst the · Yuggslavs was t?~t the do?ument 
"attempts to take a neutralist position on questiOns on Chin~se "Panchsh,eela'' in BtA'. m~ , , d 

:which communists cannot be neutral." · 
"'.But Tito was not impressed. At the Congress he 
accused the Soviet leaders of "short-sightedness and 
tactlessness" for meddling in Yugoslavia's internal 
al'rairs. "Our programme is our programme", he was 
fum In his tone, "we cannot permit anyone to decide 
i( "for us. There does not exist any infallible ideolo­
gicai judge." His chief p"arty lieutenant, Vice Presi-
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TOWARDS A FULLER DEMOCRACY- (Continued from page 6) 

h the minority of one. I do not think that there is country. The people must be fed before we have 
any compulsion in human nature which makes the stt;;el miHs, before we have anything else. But whose 
individual look to his own self-interest. I grant that lask is it today? Whose job is it today to solve the 
there is a natural, biological urge of self-preservation problem'r' It is the job of Shri Rajendra Prasad and the 
and these various interests that we have-whether they Government of India. It is the job of Shri Yashvantrao 
are social interests, political interests, class interests, Chavan and his Government in the Bombay State. 
or whatever they are-they have their roots in that That is the picture that we have today. The funda­
biological urge of ~elf-preservation. I won't deny that. mental problem of life which touches each individual 
But I W'ould still like to plead and like to convince is to be solved at the top by a few people. We have a 
everyone that the individual self-interest can be really picture of society in which the individual is at the 
fulfilled only ill a society in which the individual has centre, then around him is the family. The family is 
come to realise that his self-interest is identical with the rock-bottom on which social life is basec. If the 
the largef interest. . family is destroyed, I don't think there will be human 

If you win at the cost of another, the moral law is culture or Civilisation. The individual and his family 
··•bQunel-t:o· catch up and wreak vengeance-and there- ·· awund.-himr ·and ·a-fter ·that--what·do ·we· have ,today-(,. 

fore you see empires falling, wealths disappearing and The great society. The individual with his family is 
all sorts of things. That is the way of life today. The plunged into this vast ocean. The individual is fright­
Americans may be at the top of the world, the Rus- ened of this ocean. He is in search of security and in 
sians may be at the top of the world; but in this way that search of security any rogue that comes along is 
of life which is organised on this particular basis there able to win him over to his side. Any dictator comes 
-rs· absolute certainty tillinn-ey 'wilr iiot be at the top -- along 'aria promises to gfve hlm security and food~ an cr-

• for all times. Great empires have come and gone. he follows him. The frightened individual is not in a 
There is complete assurance of everyone's success position even to look after the primary needs of his 
when tweryone thinks that his success and the success life. 
of others are identical, when this cold war between We say the next group around the family should be 
man and man, between groups of men..,.-whether they a ·community. . In ·human · history ninetynine per cent 
are classes; races,. associations, trade unions, . or of the 'people have lived in small communities. Man 
nations-has ceased. , is a smaU community ~nimal. In Bombay city, we are 

I thinK this age of science has made it more possible lost and it is a jungle where in the same chawl; in 
than ever before for this kind of a revolution to take the same tenement house, in the same apartment house 
place successfully; it has brought the human race one neighbour does not know the other. Human 
together; it has brought education to a larger number beings were not mearit to live like this. Man is a 
of people than ever before; it has opened the minds social animal; he must have community. That com­
of people to scientific truths. This age of science has munity is the natural community for the human being 
made it possible for everyone of us to appreciate that which is small enough, in which everyone is able to 
if the cold war did not end, no matter what was done, know everyone, everyone is recognised by everyone 
some s<)6t of shooting war is bound to emerge and else-a face-to-face direct community, as sociologists 
th:it would be the-destruction of the race. How it is would call it. That should be the community, the 
to be stopped is for everyone of us to think about. 'We next social organisation around the family. You 
should begin with our own lives if we believe in demo- might say, well we have these communities today. In 
cracy. We have everyone of us neighbours. We can India, eighty-per cent of our people are living in vii­
practise this idea with our neighbours, in our lages which are small communities of this nature. But 
neighbourhood. it is not enough to have this small community. 

This is a change in the inside of us-the inner change Something else should go with it and that is very im­
that is necessary for the development of democracy, portant. This primary community, next to the family 
for the development of a society in which coercion, group, must be so organised that the primary needs 
outward coercion, h:L~ been reduced to the minimum . of the people living in those communities· are satisfied ­
A fully democratic society is a society in which there within that community, satisfied as far as possible. 
is no outward coercion. Suppose it is an ideal dream The picture that emerges out of this social philosophy 
-the State will never wither away, !he stateless society or this sociology would be a picture of agro-industrial 
is only an ideal to be worked for; suppose we do not communities. The members of the community produce 
arrive at it; but to the extent to which we are able to their own food, their own clothing, their own shelter, 
make progress, democracy has progressed. Therefore are able to look after their primary education and 
Gand,hiji said (it was not his saying, he merely repeat- primary health services. 
~d ·it), "That Government was the best which govern- It is not an immediate community in which human 
ed .the least." Today all of us want the Government to beings are living today, but a distant community or 
govern most, and we want freedom also-these are two distant centres which are responsible for giving em­
inconsistent things. I shall like to place before you a ployment, for giving clothing, for giving food. When 
view of social organisation which is very much diffe- this kind of thing happens it is inevitably a top-!:leavy 
rent from the present picture. organisation. It is bound to lead to restriction of de-
W~ have the food problem in India, a very serious mocracy. So the individ•1al, then around him the 

problem, perhaps the most important problem in the family and around him this primary community-this 
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should be th,~ picture. There may be ceri:ain needs ciple of unanimity. In taking decisions whenever 
of this community which cannot be fulfilled within there are differences of opinion, no decisions are taken. 
the community itself; there will he other communities As everyone is not working for his own interest, ther') 
of this kind around this community-all those should is no tug of war; the idea is to think and to plan for 
form a still wider circle of communities. You might the development of the community as a whole and, 
call it Taluka Community, you might call it District therefore, though differences of opinion are bound to 
Community, though a District may be too large. Say, exist, it is possible for those differences to be compro­
this primary community has a little rivulet flowing mised. The tendency would be to find ways of 
nearby and it wants to dam this in order to inigate agreement. · 
the land. The man-power that is available and the When a group of Quakers meet and if a difference 
resources that are available in the primary community of opinion occurs, they have a quiet time. Fm twenty 
afe not.enough for the task, so a hundred c-ommunities minutes or thirty minutes they sit quietly and some 
may join together and put up the dam. There may solution is worked out. If not, they meet again a 
be still Qther needs which even a hundred or a thou- month later or six months later. You have such 
sand of these primary communities cannot fulfil. For societies in Europe - they are not very many, they 
that a still wider circle of communities may be nece- are few. But I look upon them as the outposts of 
1sary. In this way from the bottom you go on buil- Sarvodaya. They are independent, they have nothilag 

• ding up. . . . . . to do with Gramdan. They grew out of the soil of 
... Between these conceptitms~ between· what I · have·- Europe itself: ' In France tfiey'-cali' th"emselves --com~ ' 
placed before you and what we have today, there is munities of work. These communities take their de­
a world of difference. What I have just now told is cisions unanimously, hold elections unanimously. 
the picture of a new society as visualised by Gandhiji. When such a system is created, parties will have no 
He said that at the innermost circle, or at the lowest place. And if in all the villages of India, if we have a 
le~el, the people should exercise the utmost power partyless system working, it will bringabout a-revolu­
and at the highest level the least power. As you go tion in the political structure of the country. The 
along, we have the primary needs-we must have food, Constitution and everything will have to be changed 
we must have clothing, we must have shelter, these with this building from below. Without 'd revolution, 
things we must have before we have ·the. rail- inner and outward revolution, it will .. certainly not 
ways, the postal services, or the aeroplanes and what work; but at least at the lower -level it can work. Such a 
not - for these primary needs the primary community democracy is nearer to the people. It is like the direct 
itself, or the members of communities around, are res- democracy that was praCtised in Athens. All citizens 
ponsible in this system and they exercise the utmost gathered in the market place. Discussions were held. 
power in that regard. As you go along upwards and Decisions were taken by the people as a whole. In that 
reach Delhi, Delhi in this conception has very little way whole village assemblies can meet and take deci­
power. It may have some powers of defence, cunen- sions, decisions not about trifles-not about levying a 
cy and may be one or two other powers - a situation tax on bullock carts or about putting up a lamp here or 
very much different from what we have today. Under there and things of that nature, but real vital questions 
the present system also we have a Parliament, a State about food, about clothing, shelter and education and, 
Assembly, and then District Boards and Village Pan- if you please, about employment. . 
chayats. But the whole Gandhian conception has It is possible for the community to try and plan for 
been turned upside down. The Parliament has the these things. It is possible for them to plan for re­
uhnost power and the Village Panchayat has nominal gional cooperation and that way they can go up. You 
~rwers, farcical powers. This is a travesty of might say that, well, all those small communities will 
democracy. become isolationist, they will begin to think of their 

We have a movement going on in the country to- own interests ami not the interests of others. vVithout 
day for the abolition of cold war between man and that inner change, there is every fear and every 
man. Bhoodan has now developed into Gramdan. danger of those communities disrupting the entire 
Gramdan means a village collectively owns all the life of the nation or the life of the world. But with 
land of the village. Individual ownership has ceased the inner change, when the conflict of interests goes 
to exist not by compulsion, force or legislation, but away, there is no re:;1son to suppose that a particular 
people have voluntarily agreed to pool their lands village, which has organised its life on this basis, will 
together, and say all this land belongs to us. And think of its own ;nterests as independent from the 
what has happened? All kinds of conflicts have dis- interests of other communities. The interests of one 
appeared. Land is the chief source of livelihood in village community and the interests of other village 
the village and when land becomes communised, then communities are not in · conflict. 
the cold war gets completely abolished or at least I should also like to plead for the reorganisation of 
ninety per cent of it is abolished. our economic and political life on the basis of what 

It is possible to develop a community which is fully may be called vertical decentralisation. Today, the 
cooperative. And there in a village, it is possible for State performs so many functions. The original 
villagers to plan for their food, to plan for their cloth- function of the state was to look after the five per cent 
ing, f~r their employment, for the type of machines of the people who are non-conformists, who are law­
and technology that they need. It is possible for breakers, to look after law and order. Now the con-

• such a village to manage .its affairs without the in- ception has developed into a Welfare State, a socialist 
trusion of political parties. They will follow the prin- State, or a total State. There is no reason to 
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believe that only the State c~:n run railways1that only Let "(. ~ r T 0 , h ~ E d if) 0 r 
the State can run post offic,es, .that only, the}State cap ,.. ._ , i!. 'd/ i ,7. ~ .~; .• :~· ;y 
rrP life insurance, steel rtiills ·: ~tc. TI'i.Ie, they should 2f !bear Sit,' J ~- J ' ,;·,:-
not be run for private profit because that conflicts It is with a sense of deep concern that I am writing 
immediately with the fundamental idea that I have this letter to draw your attention to a grave problem 
placed before you. But can't they be. run by that has· been affecting most of us from India in foreign 
other agencies, by the people, and ~t the same time countries. . 
be independent of the State? Why cah't we have In India perhaps there is not much awareness of the 
al;ltoi{t)mous bodies running our railways? :Instead of great harm the ·-"uncalled :for statements" .of our 
one .·~l,ltonomous b~dy, why can't we have six or ten? national leaders on other countries' policies is doing to 
Cannb't the people· throw up new and different kinds the prestige . of India in foreign co.untries.. Especially 
of organisations to manage their business? Things in a country like U.S., whose newspapers maintain 
have to be administered, there is no doubt. But why news correspondents in India; every ·st~rtement of our 
the Government alone should administer these? Why leaders finds its way into print. Particularly when our 
is it neces~ary for the Government to run the educa- leaders try to sit in judgement on other countries' 
tional system . or the health system? Why can't the policies and problem~ .in the name of ·world peace, it 

. p~~ple do it? After all, where does the money come sounds highly · ridiculous, because at the UNO we 
""fro rri?''Money · comes"from tn(j:fe{j'j?l~~~""Wltt!t~ ' do' the · fqund"tlrat 'nO''dthen:ounrry'"had·scnn·:my cases ·before > 

officers, experts, teachers and doctors come from? Is the UNO as India. . . 
there a factory in Delhi w,Nch manufactures doctors ·No one else is more guilty of this than our Prime 
and teachers? They all. come from the people. Then Minister Nehru. A striking illustration to this is pro-

' why must we . go to one .centre and have everything vided today in U.S.A. where the question of foreign 
.wun from that centre? I am nof pleading for_ the aid. to underdeveloped countr.ies_)J,as "bec;ome a contro- _ 

preservation of the vjllage as it is. The vill~ge as . it versy pivoted on the question o( recent U.S. aid to 
is must, go. But the ~village must be pres~rved in one India. . . . . · . . 
sense-i!\ the sense that it is a small community; it 111tlSt To us from India it was ,most. distressing to see 
be developec2 not only as an agrarian community but, India's case becoming a contentious issue between the 
as I said, agro-indust~alcommunity and these primar'y,;· two political parties of U.S.A., the Democratic Party 
communities should n~t be very large. We are all a!ld the Republican Party. Although _everyone on b<;>th 
products pf cultru-e, but we are also products of nature. stdes has expressed the great desrre to champ10n 

The Sirvodaya order of society is not a national In~ia's cause, yet many Senators have pointe? _out the 
order of society. Nat~onalism has ho place in the senes of attacks. Nehru has made on U.S. pohcws. . 

,. Sarvodaya picture of society. No kind of parochial- One of these mclude a statement by Nehru, _wherem 
. ism has any place in that society. They are outdated he has ~ompared _the presence of ~.S. Army m Japan 

ideas. The citizen who lives in Sarvodaya society is !o Russian Army I_n Hungary. This has hurt the feel­
a world citizen. But if we conceive of the world mgs_ of the Amencans. greatly. · ~o those of us from 
order as being maintained by the \Vorld Govern- ln~Ia, who wat~hed wtth great distress the lukewarm 
ment functioning from, shall we say, New York, attitude tha_t Khshn~ Men<?n at UNO showed toward~ 
Moscow~ Geneva or from wherever it is, a World the Hungar~an question, tlus statement of t;J'ehru makes 
Government functibning from the centre and planning u_s w~nder If he has double standards to judge world 
for the whole world, can you imagine what kind of an Situations. . . . . . . 
oppressive world community that would be? I don't We all sh~Ie Ius VI~W that Incha should be _neut~al: 
think it would be acceptable. A world order is pos- bu~ why thJs meddhng? When a small nat10n. like 

~ sible only when we have this structure which 1 have SwitzerlanJ could remam neutral an~ yet contrtb~1te 
placed before you. When the utmost of the needs are so much to the cause _of W<;>rld.Peace m ~constructive 
satisfied at the lower levels, and a few things are left way, why cannot India wh1Ch IS so large. . 
for the top, only when the world order sits lightly on I fervently appeal to ~embers of Parliament am~ 
the individual will it be possible for the individual request the press to _brmg awareness ~mongst m_n 
to accept "t ' leaders that th~ fi~st thmg they should do IS to restram 

. I · . their talk and curtail their statements ·to the press . 
. Fnends, I have ·placed before you a few tentative When Prime Minister U Nu can do this,so effectively, 
~deas abo~t the developm_ent of d~mocracy not only could not Nehru do the same with the same grace? 
m the Indi~n. contex~ but m tht; ~on text of ~he world. The greatest humiliation we suffer is when we have 
Of course, It Is not giVen to us, It IS not possible for us to confess how we ourselves are confused about 
to think in terms of the whole world today. We may Nehru's statements. As if this is insufficient he has 
!hink,_ ~ut as far as practising is concerned, we ~an _do now Shri Menon in his group. If there was anyone 
it only m our homes. I hope that all of you will glVe more disliked for bad manners at UNO it was Menon. 
very serious thought to these ideas. I hope that all He is no credit to India. -An Indian in the U.S. 
of us will be able to put our hands together to create · 
a democratic order of society in our country which (The statement comparing the presence of Russian 
might become. a model for the rest of the world. Army in Hungary with the presence of U.S. Army in 
Substance of a lecture delivered in Bombay on March Japan referred to by the correspondent was not 

· • 11, 19.58 under the auspices of the Democratic actually made by the Prime Minister. He contradicted 
Research Service it as soon as his attention was drawn to it-Editor). 
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With Many V oic.es 
• "The deep 

Moans round wi~ many voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." 

-Tennyson. 

Mr. Nehru, a good judge of principl e>: but a poor 
judge of men, gives his loyalty indiscriminately to all 
who ask for it. It is at this point the compromise be­
gfns. The rot and indiscipline follow. 

-B. G. Verghese, Times of India, May 7. 
• 

The Congress organisation has become sofu'¢l1ing 
like a 1hutt whiCh attracts and su:pports pedpl'ei,!Yvho 
have no calling of their own and who obtai'il power 
over the affairs of the mutt itself. Need we wonder at 
the deterioration we deplore? 

· -C. Rajagopalachari, Swarafya May 10 . 

I was really thinking not so much of the Congress We in India suffer from a split personality-'-a real 
ilut of what was happening in the country as a whole, split personality. . • 

. l},.d~teyioration . of .. our .standards'",a C.e.J.:t\!.1,..1\ ~~Qars.ene~s. ~ · , . .. .;_._Prime .Ministel'· Nehru; ·Times --of India;-May·4:·­
into our public life, a certain vulgarity coming into it. 

-Prime Minister Neh1":1, Times of India, May 4. But when the split personality is sheathed in robes 

1\:lr. Nehru may bemoan the deterioration of the 
moral standards in the country and the vulgarisation 
of our public life, but he is more responsible for this 
than the Congress Party itself. · 

-Raja Hutheesing, Times of India, May 7. 

He (Nehru) often ihdulges in that kind of criticism 
-Nehru the agitator castigating the misdeeds of Nehru 
the Prime Minister and his Government, and the 
people who bear him applaud him, and go away with 
the impression that Panditji is a real "Jawahar" (Jewel) 
and gladly dissociate him from his "bad" government. 

· -H. V. Kamath, Current, ~-lay 21. 
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of power the danger of damage is far greater. 
-Ashoka Mehta, Statesman, May 8. 

i do not suffer from a split personality. -
- V.K. Krishna Menon, Bombay Chronicle, May 8. 

. c • 

. fihrushch~v is in fact a smiling Stalin. ' 
-Mohamad Busheer, leading short story writer in 

Malaya lam, Weekly Kerala, May 4. 

I am a Muslim too. 
-Khrushchev, Times of India, May 15. 

The opinion of the Indian communists with regard 
to domestic problems is also influenced from outside. 
This becomes internal interference due to external 
causes. 

-Prime Minister Nehru, Times of India, ,May 13. 

A neutralist policy as advocated by the Socialists 
must necessarily become a pro~communist policy. 

-l\Ir. Nobusuke Kishi, Prime Minister of Japan, 
Times of India, May 25. 

No "summit conference" was required to liquidate 
the Berlin blockade, the Korean war and the Suez 
adventure; but it was from :Munich that Neville 
Chamberlain brought "peace in our time," followed by 
the rape of Czechoslovakia and the invasion of Poland, 
and H.oosevelt wrote letters to the Mikado upto the 
minute of Pearl H~rbour. _ 

-Henry Pachter, Dissent, Spring 1958. 

Wars, both hot and cold, come suddenly like thieves 
in the night. Sometimes professions· of P~t,tce pmvid.:~ 
the night. ·· 

-C. L Sulzberger, New York Times, May 7. 
~ · 

Normally we should have opposed a Ganatant" 
Parishad Ministry but for the fact that the leader 
the Communist Party supports it. 

-Blitz, Ma~ 
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