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Choice Before the
C on gress

by Adam Adil
)

f tTtHE Indian Natiordl Congress is still the best
t organised 'and the\ffiost- .efiective nation-wide
politic;l organisation in the countii.'No€eerJ[tical
party is formidable enough to challenge its iosition
and replace it from the seat of power, at the Centre
or in the States, in the immediate future. In a sense,
therefore, the Congress represents the organisation-
potential of the country and, for good or bad, the
destiny of the country is linked with the organisa-
tional health and ideological character of the partr'.' Anyone,interested in the well-being and democratic'prOgieis'of the country has, therefore, to stirdy care-
fully developments taking place inside th-e Congress
organisation.

The recent trends in the country, and more particu-
larly inside the Congress organisation, have therefore
far-reaching and disturbing implications which need
to be closely analysed by all Congressmen as well as
democratic parties and groups in the country. Apart
from the internal scrarnble for power, dissensions and

. ffssiparous proclivities, the Congress today is threa-
tened with a malaise of a far more serious character.

". Under Prime lvlinister Nehru's dominating persona-
lity and leadership, the Congress today is able to hold
itself together as rl unified organisiltion. Rut beliincl
this facade of trnitv, the partl' has already become
a house internally divided into two camps, both
competing rvith each other for the leadershi!'of the
party. This scri'rmble for power itself is bad enough

'to sap the strength of the organisation, but, rvhat is
worse, this scramble has now been given an ideolo-
gical garb as between the Right and the Lefi, the
Rightists being dubbed as reactionaries and. the Lef-
tists styling themselves as " progressives ", and clairr-
ing to be the real successors and follor.vers of the
Prime Nlinister. The battle, besides, has no longer'
remained confinecl to the Congress orq:rnisation alone.
The comnrtrnists, ah,l'ays (rrrgel' to infiltrato thc'. ruling,
plr t1 , ltrlvt :;r'izi'd []1ir op1.lt;r'tiinr'tv rrncl lrirr-t' rrlrt rrl)-
ioincrl forc<'s l-ith the Lc'ftists s'ith a vit'rv to fornr ir

unitccl front v'ith tlre latter as ilgainst the Rightists.
In this. tlrcr- itlt' lr<'itrg crtt'orrlaqc<l bl thc' r'ntlrrisirrstic'

response_ t'hey are receiving from these self-styled
progressives- 

TJre communist tactics are, of course, evident to'
those who have followed their tortuous career for the
Iast many years. Since the Amritsar Cqngless in lg5g,
the Party has been steadily moving in th6 direction of
thd united front rvith the Congiess from above as
well as from below. These tactics and policies have
beel clearly f_orm_ulated at the Vijayawada Congress
of the farty held two rnonths ago. fbe party "pro.
gramme adirpted there clearly airis at the^formation
of a National Democratic Front as the immediate
objective of the. communists to be achieved as a means
of eventually establishing in the country a Peoplet
Democracy with the Communist Party as the supreme
arbiter. The Vijayau'ada thesis, therefore, gives a call
for a "unitecl front with the progressive elements in
the Congress so tlut_together thel.may tackle commoh
national ploblems "._"Thg party programme further
clearly statqs that "it is necessary to recognise that
while a large'pirrt of the forces of the Right are inside
the Congress, the bulk of t[ose vvho are ouf Bqtp:rtial .*
allies are alsq inside .,the Co4gress.. ....We rrylst,
look uirdn democrats inside the Congress and the mass
of Congressrnen as otrr friends irnd potential allies in
the struggle fol tJre consolidation of political inde'
pendence." Anvone ircquainted rvith the communist
jalgon rrncl thought-prclcesses would realise the irnpli-
cations of this statement, and the implications are not
flatteling to rnar.rv so-callecl progressives inside the
Congress. i\,loreover, the Cornmunist Party's resolu-
tion nnd subsequent statements made by party spokes- .
rnen throrv a peculial light on the role playe.l by
these progressives in the Congress organisation and
irdr-ninistlati\'(r Nppilratus. To put it bltrntly, the com-
nrunists cxpect t<l mobilise these progressives-or their
"potentiirl rrllics"-in orcler first to split up the
Ccngress iincl latr:r orr to capture it from u'ithin for
tlreir tacticirl and ideological purposes.

That thc comruunists are indulging in their usual
double-talk and playing a double game in relation
to the Congress is obvious, and even the communist
Ieadcrs irrc <pite frank about their objective and tac-
tics. Thery plan to oppos(' the Congress wherever
rrossilllr.' rrrrcl tlrerebr, canaliscr all the discontent
irsainst tlicr ruling partf into tlreir fold, while rrt the
sanre time the.v lrope to rvin o\/er ilt'l inflrrential sectioh
of Conglessrtrerr h1' orrtu'irrdl-y srrltp<lrtin{ the "progres-
1rfvr"'polic,ics rrf thr. Cor.iqrt'ss ri'lriclr u'orrlcl srrit tht-ir
icleological ains ancl tacticr.rl linc. E. Nl. S. Nrrurboodi-
riprrd, for t xanrlrle, u,hile explaining the tactical line
:rrlontlrl :ri Viiirvrrs,'rllr lr:rs le<'rrntlv stated that the
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Freed.om Ftst , ".r

communist tactical line arose lrom the understa'nding
of the character of tlie Congress as a ruling party.
The two sides of the tactical line, he explained, were
"unity with Congressmen in so far as the masses of
Congressmen are interested in the implementation of
the declared progressive policies of the Congress
leadership, and the struggle against the leadership of
the Congress and the Government led by it since it
is they who formulate and implement the anti-people
policies of imposing the heavier and heavier burdens
on the common people". Thus the Communist Party
has not only assumed the role of the supreme arbiter
deciding the progressive content and character of the
Congress leadership and policies, it has also arrogated
to itself the championship of the masses of people as
against the Congress Government. The communist
objective is thus plain enough : inside the organisa-
tion, to split up the Congress into two groups, and
isolate the two groups from each other by lupporting
the convenient one; and outside the party, to isolate
the paity from the people and thereby rveaken it fur-
ther by depriving it of its popular base.

It is in the context of these comrnunist tactics that
the present struggle between the " Rightists " and the
"Leftists" in the Congress assumes rather sinister
signiffcance. The unhappy results of this process are
alieady becoming manifest in an unexpected manner.
Many eminent Congress leaders, imagining them-
selves to be leftists, have started nrouthing corrtrrru:
nist phrases and using communist tactics against their
own colleagues in the party and the' Government.
Repently, no less a person than Mr. Jagiivan Ram,
Union ['Linister for Railways ancl ,an emineut member
of the olci guard, made a public statement saying
that "anti-socialism elements" rvere active in the
Congress. He further said that the Congress lvtls at
the cross-roads and " if the people s'ho rvere opposed
to socialism managed to rurl the party on the lines of
capitalism, it rvould convert itself into a reac-tiona,r1'
organisation." Coming as it did immediately after,the
recent feverish lobbying in connection with the elec-
tion to the post of Deputy Leader of the Congress
Parltltnentary Party in which he himself was a contes-
tant, the meaning and signiffcance of Mr. Jagjivan
Rarn's statement cotrlcl nttt l.ltl lost. And the ltu.rguagc
and the substance of his stutement u'ele clisconccr-
tingly sirnilar to those of the statelnel)ts rnrtde lt1' tht'
communist spokesmen.

But rvhat is more disturbing is tlte fact that the
"Leftists" within the Congress ilre not only trying to
force a sharp cleirvage betrveen their orvn group and
those who are pragmatic ar-rd courilgeous enough

Iutle 19.67

openly to difier with them, but they are also seeking
to cooperate with the communists in many of their
front organisations and on many issues. They are also
trying to solicit communist suppofi in some of their'
own activities. The recent by-elections lield in Delhi
gave a glaring evidence of this process. For the by-
election to the Lok Sabha from. Delhi, the'Delhi
Congress put up a candidate who was not only serv-
ing in the office of t}te Soviet News Agency, Tass, but
rvas also an active member of the Peace Council, a
communist front organisation whose loyalty rydtbona
fide were openly questioned by our Prime Minister
only a few months before. Similarly, in the by-elction
to the Delhi Municipal Corporation, the Delhi
Congress openly sought the support of the Commu-
nist Party and of well-known fellow-travellers like
Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali. Besides, the "left" group also
appears to be in league with tle journals like Linlc and
Blitz wl'icb, are serving as mouthpieces of the Commu-
nist Party and even, at times, indulging in character
assassination of veteran Congress leaders of integrity.
These journals often descend to the lowest level of
mud-slinging against eminent Congress leaders in the
hope that a lie repeated often enough may be believed
by at least a section of the gullible people. The tactics
of these journals are understandable, though despi-
cable. But what is unfortunate is the fact that these
journals are being openly patronised by many emin-
ent and responsible Congress leaders.

The sad result of this whole afiair was evident -a.
few weeks ago, when the Congress Parliamentary
Party rvas scheduled to meet to glect its, Deputy
Leader. The choice for the post was obviotis uiia it
u-as practically a foregone conclusion that Mr. Moraili
Desai, by virtue of his pre-erninent position in the
party and the country, would legitimately occupy the
fost. He had, besides, already acted as the leader of
the Congress Parliarnentary Party in the wake of
Pandit Pant's illness and death, when Mr. Nehru was
.rw;lv in London to attend the Commonwealth
Premiers' Conference. Yet, it is now well-known that
the Leftists deliberately conspired to project the
election to the post as a bid for succession to Prime '

Minister Nehru and feverishly attempted to prevent
\lr'. Desai's election. Of course, arn election to any
ir<lst insicle the organisirtion is a perfectly democrirtic
ivay of expressing the majority choice, and no one
n"Jd ob1""i to th6 election as'such. But the way in
which the campaign against Mr. Morarji Desai was
conductecl by the Leftists and the manner in which it
vvas publicised and given a distorted twist by the
cornriunist and the pro-communist journals in the
countrv \llas a sad pr-oof of the extent to which the
communists and their "potential allies" have succeed-
t,d in splitting the organisation.

Anothcr issue rvltich thtr communists trre trying to
cash in upon in order ttl ternpt thc Congress leader-
ship into a united frrlnt s'ith tlrern is tlrat of cornmu-
r',,rllsr-'r. 1,hi1| fttrs ttn[6r'ttrttatclv <:rollpcrd trll in the
corrntry trs ;r result of the, r<jcellt tragic events at

(Contirwed on Ttage 17)
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Communist Infiltration
by P. Spratt

Tactics

comrnunist bloc. This does not depend on a country
being in a revolutionary sttrte, but only on its being
technically backward. The plan is being pushed more
or less actively in South Korea, South Vietnam, Laos,
Burma, India, the three Himalayan states, Afghani-
stan and Iran. The methods vary in detail, from
orderly official economic aid to camouflaged invasion
by substantial bodies of troops, rvho of course enroll
local recruits where possible. It has achieved con-
siderable success in Laos and South Vietnam, and
must be expected to succeed elselvhere.

Both methods usually involve secrecy. In Cuba it
has totally baffied the American intelligence agen-
cies. The number of Cuban communists is still very
small, and their recorcl is inglorious, but they have
destroyed their opponents one by one, obtained com-
plete power, irnd now control a substantial army and
a valuable base for further expansion. The invading
forces in Laos and South Vietnam number only a few
thousand men, but they have brought those states
near to chaos, and in Laos they are now to te given
a large share in ruling the country.

These are, of course, backrvard states, but South
Vietnam is far from prirnitive. The method is fiexible,
and can be used against almost any kind of rural
poptrlation. It does not depend on disgontent, thgugh-
it c'an 'mtrl<e 

-use of it. We must not, think that, suph
exploits Cahnot be repeated in the'borcler areas'of '

Indirr and Pakistan.
However, penetration of the border is not at the

moment the rnain danger in India. A third type of
infiltration seems to be in progress. It Inay go back to
irn earlier rnodel, that of Czechoslovakia in 1948, or
it may follor.r'that of Cuba in 1959-60, or it may adopt
a combination of the two. Such a plan would not
depend in any \r'ay oll economic discontent, but it
would be greatly aided by a political crisis, which we
have no right to assume cannot happen here.

Hitherttiattenrpts to c'heck thc advance of the corn-
nlrnists in backu'artl ccluntlit:s havcr ttrken trvo forms:
rnilitarl, uncl c,conornic aid. TI.rere is rnuch clissatis-
ftrction *'itlr both methods. Sorne iclealists demand
that they should be exter.rded onlv to democrtrtic
states. It is possillle that more zeal rnight have been
shown in encorrraging democracy in aidecl countries,
but trny absolute rule is of course impracticable.

It is sometimes argued that since the communist
attack rloes not depencl tltt ecot.totttic clis<:<n'rtc"nt. eco-
nomic'rrid is unnecessrlr'\'rtn<l tn:r"- stir rrp tr<lrrhle
rather than allaf it. It is trtre tltut cconotuic discont-
cnt is not itlu'ir1'5 rtn irlltot'trtnt frrctor. It lirrcl littlc to
clo rviih thc' t'rorrblcr irr (,rrira. it rcrlittivclv l)I'()sp€)r:otrs
corurtrr. rr itcle tlre potrt iot:k ttu lllrrt irr tltt' re vttlrt-
ticin unvu'lrr,. Llttls is pocx', I'trt thclt' sc't'rris trl hc

(Cott!ittttarl ltt 1to1::' I I )

HE election of President Kennedy has raised the
I hopes of those who in the last years of Eisen-

hower's Presidency watched the steady expansion of
the communist power and began to despair of any-
thing being done to check it. Kennedy seems to be a
vigoious man with a modern mind, and among his
advisers are men who have shown awareness of this
problern and have thought about it in an original
way.

Kennedy's ffrst three months of office have on the
whole been promising. Events have gone badly, but
he has lived up to his reputation as a man of decision.
Let us hope that the miscarriage of his well-meant

\ action in Cuba does not discourage him./ After the first world :var the communist regime
consolidated its position in Russia, but thereaftei for
twenty years failed to achieve any expansion. During
and after the second world war it achieved a con-
siderable expansion, not by revolution but by mili-
tary force, in Europe, and a few years later, by a
combination of both elements, in, Asia. Again as the
war receded, the outer world hoped that this second
phase of expansion would come to an end. But the
situation was now very diffeient. The cbmmunisfs had
learnt from their failure in the trventies, and con-
centrated their effoqls on.. ecorlomicelly'backward
areas. They also leirni from'the Koiean war 

-thit 
ex-

pansion by straightforward invasion should be bvoid-
ed. But there are other means of expansion, and sincc
Russia began to make nuclear weapons, the commun-
ist bloc has felt strong enough to put great presstue
behind the drive for rvorld conquest. Some autho-
rities estimate that the bloc spends on this campaign
three or even four billion dollars a year, which is

said to be a hundred times as much as its opponents
,c1 spend on countering it. What exactly these estimatesi" I cbver is not clear, but there can be no doubt of the

enormous disparity. The world revolution is being
- undertaken as a centrirlised professional job, but it is

being opposed l$ little rnore than scirttered atnittetrrs.
The rvorld has never "settled clown" irfter the

second rvorld rvar as it did in some measllre after the
ffrst. Colonies, ex-colonies and non-colonial but back-
rvard countries are all in a ttrrrnoil. N'Iorc than half
the non-communist rvorlcl is passing throtrgh a levo-
Iution.

The conrmunists try by vilriou:^ rllcans to tirke
advantage of this. Cooperation rvith the revolution
froin outsicle hirs provecl disappointing, but inffltrrr-
tion of ther leading groups of nrrti<tnrtlist or detnrt-
cratic revolutions has shorvn resrrlts. This nrethocl
c:lrne near stlcccss in Iraq ancl Congo. iurtl it lrtrs tttet
with cornplete success in Orrl'ra. This infiltratiotr
rnethocl is l-rcirrg pr<tsst,cl 'rvircrc, t-rpporttruit,v offttt's.
but it is not tht' only' 11'11'. Thcy' lravc rlso tlevclopecl
a n.rethod of pcnetration of cottntries ]rt'rrrlclinS rln thtr
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Communist Strategy in South Vietnam
(Contributed)

rr\HE six-vear record of the communist drive to take
I ou* thL Republic of South Vietnam by a combi-
nation of military action from without and subversion
from within, reads like a handbook on the Marxist
strategy of expansion. The Geneva Agreement of 1954
split []ie country along the 17th Parallel, at_one-of
t^h" tr"tto*est points -in its 1000-mile length' This
short boundary 

-iine 
traverses an almost impenetrable

jungle-clad mountain terrain, except for tle coastal
area, making it ideal for guerilla attacks.

Vietnam's-"provisional military demarcation line,"
set by the Gen^eva agreement, in principle -rvas to exist
only until free geneial elections in 1956 should bring
about unification.

At the time of the armistice, the area north of this
iine was firmly controlled by Vietnamese communists.
Within two weeks, Ngo Dinh Diem established a
non-communist governirent south of the line, which
he has headed ever since.

Although North Viet-Nam is somewhat smaller
than the louthern part, its population is 

-larger by ap:
proximately two m-illion and lt is entirely dominated
ln a totalitarian framework by the Communist Viet-
minh, ruling out any chance of genuine elections'
'Beginnin[ shortly after the Geneva Agreement of

1954 partitfuned the country, and operating at a 
-con'

stantl| accelerating pace, ihe cornmunist regirn-e of
Notth Vietnam hai iirftltrated its southern neighbour
with guerilla fighters and political agents. The aim
has been to con-fuse and terrify the population, turn-
ing it against the Governnrent in an attempt to over-
cime thi republic's energetic defence against arrmed
invasion.

Communist subversion and ultirnate conquest of
northern Vietnam is a prime example of the use of
a "nationalist" n-rovement to prornote cornmunism.
Mosiow-educated Ho Chi Minh-, still titular leader of
the DRV regime, first orgarlised Inclo-Clhincrsc exiles
in 1941 nt Lircho, China, as tlte \/iet \Iinh, ol leaguc
for the independence of Viet-Niun (florn Japanest:
occupation ).

Dominated from the beginning by hard-cole corn-
munists, the Viet N4inli kept its true character hidden
by a camouflage of nationalisrn. Since irn urdergrouncl
nationalist movement existed in Indo-Cllirla duling
its lvartirne occupation by Japanese, the Viet N'linlr
posed as a similai resistance force. Grtrdually, it infil-
lrated and took <lver the northern proviuce of Tonkin.

At the sitnre tinre, Ho Chi N'Iinh and his irssociates
u'ere lerying plans to uutlertnitte atlcl tlc,siloy tht'
qcnninc' rafi<irrrlist gl'oup:;. ^'\ ltloorl.- crrrttplign of
erteltttirtttirlrr rrgrtittst ll()ll-(()tllll)llnist lltrltisirrlS \\/il\
ctndttctetl lrr- tlri' \/iet \lirrlr rltrrirt{ tlrt' 1lt'r'iod lrt't-
ween thc: .lairanese strt't'ettclel aud the ltrrivttl of re-
occrrltlrtir'lt ttoops.

Tl.rc \/icrtrrritrir lrroc'iirrtuttiorr itt S..'1ttr.'rrtlrt't' 19-15 of

4

a "Provisional Governnrent of Vietnam" was the signal
for the start of guerilla warfare against the French,
which was carried on with increasing severity for the
next nine years. However, between 1945 and 1950,
rvhen the Chinese Cornmunists reached the borders
of Vietnam, the Viet lvlinh, isolated from direct con-
tact with an established communist regime, endea-
voured to win foreign support
as merelv an anti-colonial naticas merely an anti

port by representing itself
nationalist movement.

In this guise, the Provisional Government__in Janu;
arv. 1946,-held nation-wide elections for a "National
Ajsembly." At the second meeting of this body, in
October' 1946, non-communist deputies were practi-
cally eleminated .and the Assembly became a com-
munist puppet legislature.

At the third meetine. :At tha ifritd ttrl"rtiog, iq. Sepjemfer,, 1955, when
French control had been liquidated, the Assembly
approved a reorganisation of the government as a
"f'aiherland fronf which, in theoryl should include
non-communists. As in the "fatherland front" of Bul-
garia, the non-comrnunist representation has no Power
or infuence.

The Viet Minh itieJf was re4amed the. Lao Dong,
ot 

-*otk"iJ 
party-a -duphemisiic designatipn for -a

Cornmunist P^arty. As party'chairman aJwell'as presi-
dent of the DRV, Ho Qhi Minh and his administrative
apparatus control some 26 million people, or about 54
nii cent of the total population of Vietnam.
^ The Constitution oi tfie Republic of South Vietnam,
on the other hand, adopted in 1956, speciffcally out-
larvs communist activities and the Communist Party.
Nevertheless, infiltration from North Vietnam has

resulted in the presence of about 12,000 communists,
a fourfold incr6ase over the ffgure reported in the
latter part of 1959.

The tlandestine communist apparatus in South Viet-
nam has been built around a hard core of "sleepers"

,r,l',,, ,r'"r" left at the time of partition. In the months
follos'ing luly, 1954, an exchange-of -persous 

was car-
riecl outl tasecl on their personal choice for a non-
c'ourmunist or cornmutrist homeland.

Despite vigorous obstructive measures, including
terror 

^and 
ari:ests, on the part of the Hanoi leggne'

n"^rly one million persons l-eft Communist North Viet-
nam for the south.

In the srrn-re peliod, the South Vietnam facilitated
the-dr,rrarttl.e, of rtbout' 140,000 persons' mainly soldiers

rrncl th'eir f:rnrilies, t'ho rvished to go to North Viet-
nam. Holv lnany colnmunists rvere left behind is not
t i n."r,. but officials in Saigon believe it was conside-
,r,f,f". It u'as thcs. "-slcclicls" l'ho nradc trll traincd
clrtlrcs antl ltgtrnts trl conclttct tcrrorist activitics, dis-
st'rnirttte L,trrlci,'c,,r,.tL propagirtrcla, ancl direct the inti-
nriclatiort of villaqers in ke,v areas.

]i'111la.rlr'iqla thc illc<'tions irl Sorrth \/ietrlanl fol dtrprl-
(Continucd ott lngc B)
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The Tragedy of Laos
by A Democrat

ORE than six years after the Geneva Agreement
of July 1954, which supposedly ended the Indo-

S_ometimes, these Red troops struck South. But always
this communist army rernained a unit, biding its
time.

The Pathet Lao is headed by Souvanna Vong, half
brother of Prince Souvanna Phouma, who is dominated
by his fanatic communist Vietnamese wife, who
incidently comes from the same country in Central
Vietnam where Ho Chi Minh was born.

On many occasions, the Laotian Government tried
to make peace with the Pathet Lao, but each attempt
failed. All these times, the Pathet Lao asked for two
concessions which no Government can ever make to
the communists and survive : ( 1) participation in the
Government, and especially control of the security
apparatus of the State; (2) a modin oioedi, which
permits the communists to operate inside the society
without opposition from the constituted authority.

Once, for example, the Laotians tried to keep the
communists h*ppy in a coalition Government which
the Reds said was all they wanted. The communists
agreed to "surrender" their two Northern provinces.
They agreed to disband most of their army of 7,500
men and "integrate" the hard core of 1,500 veterans
into the Royal Laotian Anny. In return, communists
occupied two posts in the Laotian Cabinet.

Like all effdrts to placate the communists in Laos,
this one failed. The Reds formally handed over the
two Northern provinces of Laos to the central Govern-
ment. 'But when the'governorb' and other officials,
appointed by the King and his Government, went to
the North, they soon found that they were only tole-
rated as front men for a communist-controlled area.

The Reds' army was officially dissolved. The 1,50O
hard-core troops were "integrated" into the Laotian
Royal Army-but kept their own cornmanders and their
own arms and refused to be dispersed out of their
two battalions. Some 6,000 communist-led troops were
"demobilized'and sent home to their villages-
Achrally, as the Laotian Government soon discovered,
these froops rvent home as clisciplined and well*
trainecl cells of communist propagandists.

Inside the Laotian Cabinet, the two communist
rninisters and their aides worked hard, salting commu-
nists into key positi<lns throughout the Government-
They were on the point of taking over Laos from the
inside when, in 1958, anti-communist Laotians of the
nrmed forces and from the civil services overthrew
the Government.

Corrrnunists once agaiu went north' The ts'o hard-
core battalions marcliecl out of thc Royal Laotian
Anny, takiug arms supplied by the U' S. along rvith
thern. Once agairt it w:ls "tvitt'".

ln Arrgust 1960. Captain Kotrtl Lee. a U. S. tlained
par-lLtroop corntuattrder irt tire -l-lrtlli:trl Govcrrtrtcnt's
capital clf Vientianc, thrr:u' out tlic anti-communist

Chinese civil war, the l4-nation International Confe-
rence is again being held in Geneva to discuss the
problem of peace and stability in the former Indo-
Chinese states. In 1954, the civil war in Vietnam
was the main and immediate concern of the partici-
pants in the Conference which tried to end the
hostilities on the basis of the partition of Viebram.
This time, the communists are ffrmly in the saddle in

. North Vietnam, while South Vietnam is being
menaced by sabotage and subversion tactics of com-
munist guerillas from North Vietnam, and Laos,

a which was recognised. as an independent - and
1 .r sovereign country in 195{, is tottering on the brink

of the communist take-over, with two-thirds of her
territory ah'eady under the control of the communist-
backed rebel forces.

In order to understand the signiffcance of this
' phenomenon, it is necessary to study the communist-trategy in South-East Asia right from 1949-the year

the Chinese communists conquered the whole of the
Chinese mainland. The Chinese communists, as soon
as they established their control over. the mainland,
tried to extend their in-fuence in three differerit direc-
tions-in Tibet, in Indo-China and in Korea. These't . were the moves designed to extend theit,,control over
West, South-East and Far-East Asia. In this grand' design, French Indo-China was, for the communists,
the key to the conquest of South-East Asia. The
Chinese communists had only to cross over the
traditionrrl southern border of China into the rich
valleys of the Red River, and the great Mekong River.
The first aim of the Chinese communists was the
conquest of the Red River area of Northern Indo-

. China. It was easy for them to achieve this objective
., ,J as the Vietnamese nationalists lvere already ffghting

the French for independence. The communists simply
. ioined them and ultimately took over the rebel leader-

ihip rvith tht' heip of \lost'<,t*'-trainp<l \7it'trirrinest'
comnrunists Icd by Ho Chi \{inh.

The Genevir Agreetnent of 1954 partitioned Vietnam
into two-the comrnnnists tlrus got their first objective,
the Red River valley, and a nerv red satellite-North
Vietnam.

The Agreement divided up the rest of French Indo-
China into three parts-South Vietnam, an anti-
communist country, Laos arncl Cambodia, both
guaranteed by Russia, Red China, Britain and France
as neutral. The U. S. did not sign the agreement.

Next objective for the Reds rvtrs Litos. Although
supposecl to be 'ireutlal", it w:ls even then clivic'led.
and it rernained clivided. The commrrnists, dtrring the
Inr'lo-China u'ar. har'l sct rrlt lt crttttl-xtct lrirttlc-tririr-rrttl
folce of about 1,500 Patltet Lzro mcn in NorLhortr Laos
lvhcre tirey occupied tlvo Laotian bclrder proviuces.
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regime backed by the U. S. Since then, Laos has been
in chaos.

The U. S. moved into the picture in Laos as the
French pulled out. In full measure, Laos represented
a microcosm of all the problems with which the U. S.
has to deal in Afro-Asia. It is a backward tiny Bud-
dhist kingdom (population 30 lakhs and area 89,000
sq. miles ) in which the vast majority is unconcerned
with politics and, indeed, with the whole process of
government and economic development. The U. S.
has a large investment and commitment in Laos.
America has funnelled military and economic aid to
Laos at the rate of $ 30 crore per year. Besides, a
protocol to the SEATO pact commits the SEATO
powers to the preservation of Laotian independence.
The guarantee is based on recognition that communist
contlol of Laos would gravely jeopardise the security
of South Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand i.e. the
Wests' whole strategic position in South-East Asia.

But neither the U. S. aid nor the SEATO guarantees
has brought strength or stability to Laos. T[e internal
civil war, coupled with the apathy of the masses, has
played into the hands of the communists who haye
the well-disciplined Pathet Lao troops which have
been armed, trained, stafied and led by the Vietminh.
The communists have also been aided by the moun-
tainous and jungle terrain ideally situated for the
guerilla warfare at which they are adept, and by the
infiltration of agents and supplies from neighbouring
:cornmunist China and North Vietnam. The communist
forces were further strengthened by a sizeable Soviet
aiiJifb since the beginning of this year. On the other
'hand.although the Royal Laotian Government's troops
outnumbel the Pathet Laos by nearly two to one, they
have shown little inclination to fight and have become
increasingly demoralised and ineffective in checking
the steady expansion of communist control

It rvas in the face of this communist drive that the
U. S. joined Britain in March in asking Russia to agree
to a ceasefire in Laos. The Western povi'ers said that,
provided a cease-ffre was verified ffrst, they would
agree to the long-standing Soviet request for an inter-
natlonal conference to negotiate a political settlement
in Laos.

Nloscor'r' quickly rrgrccd, in principle, to the Western
proposals. But it rvas not till the last rveek of April
thrrt Russia joined Britain in calling for a cease fire
under 'the supervision of a revived International
Control Comn.rission, and the convening of an inter-
national Conference on Laos at Geneva.

The International Conference began its delibera-
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tions last month, but it could meet not before tle
Pathet Lao troops held more than two-tlirds of Laos,
compared to a few border pockets they held at the
beginning of the year. And while they were attacking
places fitty and forty miles respectively from the
Royal capital of Luang Prabang and the administrative
capital of Vientiane, the Royal Laotian troops in both
the cities seemed unconcerned; they were biisily
engaged in elaborate ceremoneis in connegtjon with
the cremation of King Sisavang Vong,, who died
eighteen rnonths ago.

The communist side attending the GeneVa Inter-
national Conference would obviously bargrirn from a
position of strength .They are holding powbrful cards,
as they have already occupied more than half of Lao3.
It is clear that the minimum tlre Russians .will agree
to is a coalition government headed by.Prince Sou-
vanna Phouma, thi so-called 'heutrall'P-rince who has ?

moved steadily closer to the Pathet Lao in recent
weeks. fhis wbuld only help the communiSts to estdr-
blish their stronghold over the whole country by
political or subversive means. It is evident that the
communists will occupy key positions in the coalition
government and convert Laos in the near future into
a People's Democracy by means of internal subver- ->.

sion which the coalition government headed by the
neutralist Premier would be inefiective to check. Any
kind of "'international guarantee" to presewe the
independence of Laos ,will be of no ayail_ 3gajnst the - - - -

communist tactics -of .'boring from within. If this - -'
happens, Laos will be yet anotller Asian country Iost
by the dcrnocratic'world.'TIie leal choTcef therifore,' : '

today before India and other democracies * .between
divided Laos, partitioned like Vietnam into com-
rnturist and non-communist halves, and Laos wholly
under the cornmunist domination posing a threat to
the existence of the rest of South-East Asia. The
choice is obvious.

(Continued fron page 4)

ties to the National Assembly, in October, 1959, there
was a sharp upturn in communist subversion. Unable
to sabotage the elections, the Viet Cong-the term for t

Soutl-r Vietnamese Communists-resorted increasingly
to terrorism and even irssirssinrrtions. Their major tar-
gets are local police officers, villrrge guards and offici-
als, and their families. The objective has been to isolate
government officials from the people.

To counter this recurrent threat, the Diem adminis-
tration has undertaken a large-scale programme of
resettlement in rural areas comrlanding the known
corridors of communist infiltration. Sixteen rural towns,
each serving a local population of about 25,000 pea-
sants, are plannccl as outposts :rgainst guerilla penetra-
tion. One of these rvas opened in 1960 and the rest
vgill be completed r.v'ithin a year. A similar resettlement
programme in N{alavir cffcctivelv countered guerilla
operation.'Thc brttlr'clv rrf llrc'Illtttoi lt";irnc lns lrccn "rt:rtni-
ficrrtion" of rrll 

-\/ietnrrm. 
thorrsli it is cletrr tlrat this

s'orrld be acceptrrble to thc Vietminh only if it were
i)lr ( onlrnunist terms.

INIDIAN TBAIDE UNIONS
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by V.B. Karnik

A survey of tlie trade union movement in India during
the last folty ycars.

Price Rs 15.
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Prospects of Democracy in India
by S. P. Aiyar

IEMOCRATIC government and politics rest on the
lJ i6"u of the responsibility of the rulers to the
people who are considered to be the ultimate reposi-
tories of political power. Implicit is the notion that
the people are able to exercise their choice-to decide
who in their opinion are most trustworthy and com-
petent to govern them. They have the right to recall
a government in which they have no confidence. By
Peopb is meant the electorate which exercises its
political decisions through the electolal system on the
principle of one rvtn, one oote. The bewildering
variety of opinions-in the society are polarised b1'
the partyrsystem which in democratic countries is
considered the bedrock of representative government.
From this it follows that 0hough men are unequal in
the endowments of Nature they have the equal right
to decide the form of government under rvhich thel'
Tive-for ushat touches all nwst be approoecl by all.
They also have the right to live in a society that does
not hamper their natural development. Further, from
the basic postulate that every man is a centre of
absolute value, it follows that democracy is not arbi-
trary government but one of principles-the principles
being embodied in the constitution of the land which
is considered more important than the men who
framed it or those who are at the helm of a tempora-
rily const!tuted government. This is- the implicati^on of
the saying that a democracy is a gopernment of l,a.ws
and not a goDernffrcnt of men. When men come into
confict with the arbitrary actions or decisions of those
in authority they have the right to appeal to the larv
of the lancl interpretecl by ir free ancl fearless
judiciary.

The corpus of democratic ideas in the form non'
stated is a product of Western political development.
"Looking back to traditional societies of Asia", says a
perceptive interpreter of Asian institutions, " it is
difficult to discern any approach to. the values of
democracy".

In India the Britisli official policv for a long time,
rested on the assumption that the people of India
were not nature enough to run the institutions of free
government and that it rvould be unrvise-and unfair-
to introduce these into thc countrf in thc forrn in
which they were found in England. A good deal of
current sociological thinking still supports this vierv.
But the articrrlate sections of Tndian societv educated
in the liberal ideas of English politics, fririously re-
pudiated the offici:rl point of vieu' and condemned it
as the excuse of an irnperialist po',r,cl to holcl on to
India. A great Indian statesman, itnd one rvho all along
was deeply symprtthetic with British policy in Incliir
wrote an artiele u'ith a siqnificant title. "l,eave In<lia
to her !'ate". T'ire tcntper of Irciian rrrttiorralisrrr lltcr
thc First \\rorlcl \Vlr compc'llerl Enslancl to u'ork out
a eonrpronrise and it n'as clecidecl bv the \,lontnqrr-

Chemsford Reforms to grant self-governing institu-
tions by stages. The executive was to become gredu-
ally responsible to the representatives of the peoplg
in'a liwfully elected lelishture. fhe strenithi,jf
political forces within thJcountry and outsidJ gqqn
pelled a speedier transfer of power than whaf ri'{p
contemplated by the rulers or anticipated by the
people of the country. But for a full generation the
lovirning elite of the country had been"under probb
ffon-under the guidance of a foreign governmedt
which with all its faults was by its nature constitu-
tional-minded. This period of training has been of
immense advantage to India and to view it in the
proper perspective one must compare Indials
experience under the B,ritish to that of Indonesia
under the Dutch or of Congo under the Belgians. The
comparative stability of democracy in India in spite
of the ffssiparous tendencies too well-known to require
comment, is an eloquent testimony to the advantages
of British rule.

When Independence came those who-had long been
in opposition and trained in the techniques of agita-
tion found th6mselves in positions of power and were
naturally confident of their abiligy to govern _ tJre.
country. Nor did the people doubt their competence.
Within a remarkably short period a Constitution was
framed for the couirtry which, th6irgh it has hot been
wantiri!'critfcs both withln the coun$i dnd abroad,
has stood the test of a decade of stress and strain.
By the end of 1951 it rvas decided to hold a generai
election on the basis of adult franchise- which
produced an electorate of 190 millions. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad described this. cs a,t act of faith. Pro-
fessor Hugh Tinker says that this was an act of faith
in another sense also - in the Civil Service - for
upon the officials fell the incalculable task of making
the elections possible. Considering the peculiarities of
Indian society, even the task of preparing the electoral
roll has been a great achicvement. A second election
in 1957 has given the countrl' a greirter confidence in
the operating technique of elections. Two five year
plnns have registered a programme which is remark-
ible when one considers the difficulties in the imple-
rnentation of these plans and the imrnature techniques
of administration which cannot be changed all of a
sudden. The difficulties in keeping close to the targets
set in the plan and the divergent points of view that
have been expressed are due to the fact that the Plan-
r.ring Commission has itself been passing throuqh_ a

lrhase of cxperirnentation. The acltievements of the
Indian Governrnent in many fields, however, is con-
trirstecl by considerablc popular discontent. The fts-
siparotrs tendencies tlrtrt one notices iu Inclil toda;'
lrrd tlrc l.rrrlls t,rt,rtisc:cl Iri Strrtt' Cl()\Lt'lrllr( llis iltl t]ltr
National- Dctcloytnrcnt Cotrnr:il to proctrre frlr theitn-
selves irs rnrreh tt'sources as possible are at least partlv
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Freedom First

economic in character. The prospects of democracy
must be viewed against the background of Indiair
economic conditions and the struggles that they have
given rise to.

_ It is significant that 13 years ago few people asked
the question as to whether democracy woulil succeed
in India; today - there are few who do not ask this
question. This change in outlook is partially account-
able_for by the unfo-rtunate experienie of n6wly inde-
pendent _eountries in Asia and Africa. What tliinking
men and women in the country want to know ii
whetlier the institutions of demociacy have taken root
after the efforts of a decade. There is of course no
way o{ ascer_taining this. Even an experienced garde-
ner is not always sure if the sapplings that he has
planted will grow. In the case of hurnan institutions
it is infinitely more difficult to speak with confidence
for they do iot grow by themselies and are moreover
constantly disturbed if not uprooted by the violent
passions of men.

Criticism of democracy in India is made from nrany
angles and it is not possible to examine all these here.
Let us consider the working of democracy from a few
prominent angles. It is said that in India there is no
gpposition and where there is no opposition there can
be no genuine democracy either. The idea that demo-
cracy requires an opposition arises from the fact that
no individual or group of men in society can claim to
be infallible. The human mind even if it has access to
all the channels of information iuc{uding a free press,
is an imperfect instrument for knowing ihe truthln ali
its aspbcts and it is necessary to evolve a system which
ensures the dash of opposite points of vierv so thaLthe :

diflerent facets of an intricaie problem can be seen as
a u'hole. The word opposition in politics has a meirn-
ing similar to what it has in mechanics. \A/hen opposi-
tion beconres an end in itself it defeats its orvn pur-
pose and degenerates into obstructionism. This is what
has happened in India. Often the attitude of the oppo-
sition. parties has been negative and destructive ralher
than positive and purposeful.

C!* the other hand it is said that the Government of
India is not responsive to public opinion. This is true
or false according to u'hat one is thinking about. In a
nurnber of clses the Gnvernment of Indiir ltas vieldecl
to public opinion. In tliis context one is reniinded of
the difficulties in the passage of the Hindu Code Bill.
But in a number of cases the Governrnent has alscl
been obstinate. The infuence of Government I'orks
subtly_ in various directions and rve often hear of pres-
sures being brought on particular issues or persons. All
this rnay be true or false to varying degrees. It mrrst
be admitted, horl'ever, that a widesrleacl belief in
these undesilable g'ays, of Governrneut] can in the lonc
run bc clamaging to the cause of democracl'.

Further. critics of clernocracy in India ntaintain that
Parliamentarl' control over tbe ndn.rinistration is too
irrrperfect to t:nsr.ll'e resltonsibilitr'. ft nrust be adntitte<l
thlrt tlrelt'llc trliliglit urr.as ir.r tlri'corrntry.'s ldrnini-
sh'ation. Strrdents of l'trblic Acllninistration lravc oftor
p_ointed this out - Dean Applebt' for instance. It js
:rl:;o tlrri' tlrrrt Irr'blir.itv irr Inillen .\r'!rrriristr.irti,rll i\ ,'.--
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tremely dbfective. There is no systematic or organised
way of enabling the publig to receive rePgrts concern:
ing various asp-ects of administration. The more criti-
cal the report the greater is its scarcity e.g., Mr.
Gorwala's Report on the Administration of Mysore is
extremely difrcult to get in Bombay. Even for re-
search purposes, institutions ffnd it difficult to keep
themselves-continuously informed. A word must also
be said with regard to the authenticity of the reports.
Prof. Morris-Jones tells us that the inaccuracies i. tlte
Rau Committee's report on the administration of the
Damodar Valley Cor-poration were due to the inaccur-
ate information supplied by the Government to the
Committee. There is also a large measure.of truth in
the criticism often heard that the Goveriment does
not take action on several reports. In other directions
the conduct of the Government has been praise-
rvorthy. For example the U.P.S.C. in its Report for
1957-58, states that during the year there.was not a

single instance in which its advice was not accepted.
If the Commission is able ro report in this manner in
the coming years healthy traditions will have been
laid and it will go a long way in providing for a clean
civil service.

It could be said that though lve have yet to go a
long way in learning the ethics of parliamentary life
the working of India's Parliarnent leaves no room for
despair. Parliament has become conscious of its rights
and privileges. It is also necessary to remember that
Nehru has been an educative infuence on the Parlia-
ment and has been responsible for'mafting the country
aware of its value. What is important to consider in
any evaluation of democracy in India is not the weak-
ness of the opposition parties but the temper and out-
look of the ruling party. What strikes the student of
Indian politics most is not the occasional departure
from strict democratic etiquette rvhich one notices in
the staternent of rival political parties but the fact that
all political parties consider the Constitution as pre-
eminent and believe in the efficiency of constitutional
methods. It is of course true that the rank and ffle of
the principal parties have yet to be completely educa-
tecl but this s,ill necessarily be a slo'rv process. The
present leaclership of the country under Nehru has
sound derr-rocratic instincts and can be trusted not to
rnisuse the tremendous powers which it now enjoys.
The prospects of democracy in India will depend ulti-
nately on rvhether the democratic leadership will
perpetuate itself. The electorate in India is free to
choose between rival political parties and will exercise
its right in the future is it has done in the past. Mean-
rvhile, much rvill depend on the Congress as the ruling
prrrtl, 5.11iug up norms of political rnorality and
starrdards of behnviour both for its orvn rank and ffle
antl fol other political parties in tlre corrntry. The
slcrrt tusli hcfolc tltc Conqlcss fol tJrc present and
fol tlrc frrttrltr is to conduct itsclf in rec<lgnition of the
truth tlr:rt ir-r a clenr<lcratic svstenr no party enjoys the
r-.r'ir'ii,',-I,' oI irrrrrv rrt,r litv

a\
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Without Commen,t
THOUSANDS OF SHEEP DYING

IN RUSSIA

MOSCOW, May 16.-Food and other consumer
goods are in short supply in the city of Gorky because
of poor distribution, while inefficient farming methods
in other areas are causing the death of thousands of
sheep, threatening the country with a real shortage of
mutton, newspapers reported here yesterday.

The Communist Party newspaper for the Russian
Federal Republic wrote that 1I;000 sheep died of
starvation in April and that more were dying in May
in the livestock producing region of Chita, north of

,-'- Outer Mongolia. The reason was, the paper said, that' j the Kolkho"z (collective fa"^)'wotk^eri obstinately
continued to plant oats-usually a weak crop in that
area-although they had been instructed to iio other-
lvise by t}le plenary meeting of the Communist Party

i- Central Committee in Moscow last January.

Stateshttm, May 17

NUbS JOIN-CoNcnnss P-ARTY

JULLUNDUR, r\Iay [2 :- Thilteen well-known Com-
munists of-Ajnala Tehsil, .A,mritsbr District, have left
the Communist Party and joined the Congress. The
Communist workers were welcomed into Congress
ranks by Shri Harinder Singh, Congress MLC, at a
welcoming ceremony at Rajasansi.

The wrong stand taken by the Punjab Cornurunist
Party on border dispute with China has been given
as reason for the resignation by these former Red
workers

It may be recalled that since the failure of the anti-
_, betterment levy agitation started by the Punjab Com-

'- munists a large number of Communist workers have
left the Communist Purty ancl joinecl the Congress.

-Free Press lonrnal, May L2.

ESCAPE FROM RED PARADISE

In its efiorts to stem the steady and eutbarrrrssing
fow of defectors into West Gcrrnany (5,19f last
wgak), the East Gernan Communist regime recently
offered rewards to villages showing a record of three
months without a single defection. Ltrst rveek tlic fir'st
reward was won by tlre village of Gatou', neirr the
Polislr border'. Tlre local Party--secle'trrr1' r'eported that
the villaee had fulfillccl tl.rc conclitiorrs anil r.rrll<.r'tcrl
the relr'ard. Nert clnl', he skippecl otit himself to Wcst
Bellin.

MOSCOW ASSAILS NEHRU:S .VIEW
ON CUBA ,;i]- I '

N,IOSCO\,V. NIay 4-Prime Minister Nehru's "ignor-
ance" about the iituation in Cuba "can only aio,rse
bewilderment," Moscow Radio said today.

In a summary of an article in Literaturnay
Gazeta, broadcast to South-East Asia Moscow Radio
said Mr. Nehru had told an April conference of an
all-India business organization that India "cannot
judge the conditions in Cuba, who is in the right ahd
who is in the wrong."

"How did it happen that Mr Nehru was unable tb
solve such a simple problem, and even began contra-
dicting facts?" Moscow Radio asked.

The broadcast said India's UN delegate was prob-
ably speaking in accordance witl his Government's
views when he asked the United Nations to defend
Cuba from outside claims on its sovereignty.

"It can hardly be expected tlrat Mr. Nehru has
forgotten about the message he sent Fidel Castro
personally in which he expresses his sympathy for the
Cuban people and speaks of solidarity and support."
Moscow Radio said, "And today he cannot judge as
to who is right and who is rvrong, who is threatened
and against rvhom an attack is being prepared,"

"Mr Nehru strys he is not aware of what is taking
place in Cuba, but there are different kinds of ignor-'
ance. The ignorance of Mr Nehru can only arouse
bewilderment."

--.t, 
t 
t

REDS' DEFECTION

FEROZEPORE, May 17, Eleven members of
the Communist Party in Ferozepore tehsil, includ-
ing its secretary, N'Ir. Jagannath, have joined ,the
Congress Party at a special function here on Monday.

Mi. Harcharan Singh Brar, MLA and President of
the District Congress Committee, who presided over
the function, assurecl them of "proper place" in the
Congress.

-Ind,ian Express, I'ta1' 18.
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Review
Communi,st Chinn Todag

by S. Chandrasekhar, Published by Asia Publishing House,
Bombay.

TI/HAT is China upto? There can be as many gues-
YY ses as there are experts on China. But one thing

is certain : China will make its presence felt espe-
cially on its neighbours. It is possible it may not let
the world rest in peace. The population pressure and
explosion in China, its belief in the inevitability of
war and its survival in a nuclear holocaust, its mes-
.sianic belief in communism-all these suggest that it
may go in a direction which is not good for itself,
its neighbour and the world at large. Few people
know that Peking runs a Department of Overseas
Affairs and it has included in its census overseas
Chinese who are nationals of other countries. Add
to this communists in various countries of South-
Bast Asia. Prospects are not exactly encouraging to
the area.

The book under review gives some vivid glimpses
of changing China, a China radically dlfierent from
the China of Confucious, of Lao-Tse, of Buddha; and
even of Sun-Yat-Sen. No signiffcant fact and figure
has escaped thc discerning eye of the author who has
sketch6d a real picture of China with all its shength

ti..and'wedkness. Chinese communists wooed the pea.
sirntry rvith the promise of land reform, and with its
help liquidated the landlords. "It is officially estimat-
ed that irbout three million landlords were executed,
but according to extemal observers the number exe-
cuted rvas closer to trventy million," says the author.
And of course the communists kept their promise.
"700 million mou of land (one mou is equal to a sixth
of an acre ) were distributed during the upsurge of
the land reform to some three hundred million poor
an{Lfarmless peasants." Then the peasantry was made
to learn "pocket hand-kerchief farming" was uneco-
nomic. Thc:n follor.r'ecl co-operiltives, collectives nnd
comn-mnes, in quick succession to reach "one step
bevond the Soviet Union."

With the introduction of communes, China has
reached the final stage of communism. "What is a
Commune? In essence it is the merging of a number
of collective farms and villages into a single organi-
sation:rl irnd zrdministrative trnit rvhich is responsible
for the all-round de'i'eloprnent of trgriculture, forestry,
anirnril husl;irnrlrv rrncl fisheri' as n'ell as the inclustry."
"The Pcoplc's C}irnmunes arb achninistrutive and ftin-
ctionzrl rrnits *'hcrc Iabour is organised along the
r,ilitr'rrr, !inc:; rrncl thinqs are clonc: thc rviry thc battlc
tlllic-':; rrr<'cillliccl orrt. iintl tirc peopit: Iive collec-
-,r i'lr-. iir, ir rrii'rrilrr-: ttl tl,t: ((,iirilttrlr{' l;ct'tltttes it
sclili,-'l'. liilrllrll,,' irnri urt'tr.Ph1rfi1".ll1-. Tltc cornrrrtttre
J;4,q'q-r11,r1'c ii Ir.bour: Ilattllion."

'i-i,t i.)riiilri,r',. lrl,t lrirrtr;:.t ilr's'Ltort'cl tlrr [lrr;rili.
i.or':r'lt'.' io tlr,' 1',r,''t.'lr,rs lrccn rt'pllrc'<'<l lrv lo1'111;1' 11,
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the State. Chinese women have been released from
"the slavery of the domestic work," and this hris
added a new labour force for industrialisadon. It v/ill
not be surprising if, in some future date, the women
are also released from the bondage of marriage
because, according to Marx, slavery began with
marriage. If communes have come, can community
of men and women be far behind?

The commune is the ultimate in state ownership.
It is supposed to have reached the communist goal:
"from each according to his ability, to each accord-
ing to his capacity." Need of course is not greed or
desire. The state will decide the need. The dull blue
pants and coats of the Chinese people only express the
uniformity that has been introduced in the name of
equality. As the author puts it: the communqs is "a
kind of cradle-to-grave insurance scheme in return for
unquestioning, life-long hard labour."

One can not choose one's neighbours; more so with
a country. We have to know our neighbour, China-,
its strength and its weal.ness, its intentions and its
motives. China has a stable government now after
decades, a determined leadership and a hard work-
ing people working harder in a totalitarian set-up to
catch up with the west. "20 years compressed in one
day" is their slogan. The Chinese leadership may
require a diversion to maintain the strain on its
people. We are in competition with this state and
regime, whether we.-likejt or not. We owe it to our-
sefues and to other economically underdevqloped
countries to show'that there can be industrialisation
without destroying social valueg to create a society
where there are equal opportunities for all, a bigger
cake as well as a better and equitable distribution of
it so that everyone has a stake in the present form of
society. We have to shorv that a society where there
is equitable distribution of prop-e1ty is better than tr

society u'here everything is helcl in common.

\-

-lvl. Dnveras KrNr

Stdelights On Raiaii
Khasa Subb:r Ritrr, \"yas Publicirtions, itlatlras. lis. l'50 nP.

r;rl{lS is t lichly deservecl tribute paid to Rajaji by
I one of his life-long admirers, Khasa Subba Rau. It
is tr tribute ancl not just fulsome praise. The articles
collected together in the book discuss Rajajis_ many
qualities of leacl and heart and analyse the role that
lie is playing in the political movement of the day.

Ra1ali is a person who is wellknown for his acute
intelligence ancl ftlr his courage of conviction. During
the days of the nationtrl strug-qle lie cliffered with the
\ilahatma and other Congress leadels on the issue of
P:rkistan. lvith his .,nerring insiglrt into the political
situirtirxr Ire sau, lhc irlesistiirlc forcc tlrat Tinnah lirtcl
br,rilt irll lrcl ririil his tlcnttntl rLtrcl tt'r'.lisctil thc rlcccs-
sity of conccrling it in tlre interest of e'arly- attain-
rrent of indepcndcnt't'. I'Ie hrrcl thc temeritv of giving
lr<iltl r.rllrt':iii.,,i, tl l,i:; r ii'ri.s. IIt' srr{l:r'r't'<[ tlic frrtc of
a hr.r'i.tii'. brrt thrrt tlid not rictc'r hinr. ff lris srrqges-
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tion had been accepted in those days, it is likely that
the bitterness that developed later and the commu-
nal riots that followed could have been avoided. But
all Congress leaders were not as far-sighted as
Rajaji.

Rajaji has again taken upon himself a mission
which is not at the momerit popular. It is the rnission
of building up an opposition. To start with, it w-as
"o otr€:rnan opposition unremittingly engaged in the
study of every great question of national significance
and offering criticism and guidance in the spirit of
Socrates aware of the risks of voicing unpalatable
truths but persisting in it, nevertheless, as in a nis-
sion which has to be done and which he alone can do."
The one-man opposition has now developed into an
opposition party, the Swatantra Party. At the ripe
old age that he has reached, nobody would have
blamed Rajaji if he had retired from politics and avail-

. ed himself of his well-earned rest. But he is a person
l'ever engrossed in a battle-royal to subdue history
with the weapon of humarP intelligence". Tme to this
description, Rajaji is now engaged in a battle-royal
to change the course of developments in post-

, Independence India set in the direction of state-
capitalism.

These and various other characteristics of Rajaji
are lucidly set forth in this collection of short eassays
written between 1956 and 1960. One may_ ngt agree
with all that the writer has said ab9"ut-_$Aj.aji, but
the light that he has thrown on the ideas and motives

..tha3 guide his work rvill be of help !o understand
the real signiffcance of the opposition..,movement that
he is now-developing againsllhe Congress Party ind
its Government' 

-v B. K.

COMLIUNIST' TACT'ICS (C<>ntinued fron page S1

little discontent: no doubt the people would be per-
* fectly willing to be left in peace.

\ However, in other countries, especially India and
' Pakistan, economic discontent is important. Here the

argument is valid, that thc mirin job of the aclr,ancetl
countries is to help the backward countries out of
their backwardness while they remain under liberal
institutions. Here economic aid is, for the present,
more important than military.

But even if both types of aid are given in suitable
quantity a.nd adminislered with eficiency, they will
not necessarily prevail against the new communist
tactics of infiltration or penetration. It is pleasing
that President Kennedy realises this and has called
for neu'methods. "Our security mily l>e lost," he sa1,s,
"piece by piece, country by countly, rvithout the
firing of a single missilc or thc crossinq of a single
border, We intend to profit frorn this lessott. \\/c:
ir-rtcnd to rccxirttrit-tt: ltttrl t't'r'rt'ie'ttt rittr Fot'<','s,)f llll
kinds, or.rr tactics and our institutior.rs...." lt is to be
hoped that America and the other advanced count-
rir's rr'ill btr u'illing to ptrt srrllstilntirrllr' 1111111r 1'f['rt'l
into the necesszrry deferrsivc Ineitsures.

Freed,om First

CHOICE BEFORE THE CONCRESS (Cont'd,lrom p. 2)

Jabalpur and other parts of the country. The commu-
nists, by playing upon the fear of communalism, have
already rushed forth to extend their hand of friendship
and cooperation to the Congress in fighting the
monster of communalism. Their offer is so psycholo-
gicaliy timed as to exert special appeal to the genera-
lity of the Congressmen and the public. And the
communists obviously hope to broaden this proferred
cootrreration with the Congress to ffght all the "reac-
tionary forces " in the country. Some of the recent
statements of the communist leaders give indications
of the communist strategy on this count. By exploit-
ing the recent resurgence of communalism for their'
tactical purpose, and by posing the choice before the
Congress leadership as between communalism and
communism, the communists want to trap the
Congress leadership into cooperation with them.

It would be indeed fatal to the interest of the Con-
gfess, and democracy in India as a whole, to align
rvith the communists even to fight the evil of com-
munalism. Communalism is, no doubt, an evil which
tlueatens the socio-economic progress as well as the
unity of the country, but it has to be fought on the
socio-economic plane and by weapons of education
and economic development. It is one of the concom-
rnitants of our social and economic backwardness; it
cannot be eradicated by making it a political issue.
In fact, no political,party in India is free from the
incubus of communalism. Like all other parties, the
Commnnist'Party iS equally guiltv of communal and
other aarrow parochial affiliations. And when it suited
their tactics, the communists have never hesitated to
c.xploit and incite communal and other parochial pas-
sions, as can be seen from the recent local elections
rlt Jalna, rvhere the communists unabashedly exploit-
ed communal tension between the Hindus and the
Muslims. Besides, communalism is undoubtedly bad,
hut communism is worse. To join hands with the com-
rnunists to fight communalism will be tantamount to
encour:rging a far bigger evil to ffght a smaller one.

The problem before the Congress leadership tooay
is, thercfore, a funclamental one: Crrn cooperation bet-
rvecn clemocrats uncl comnrunists ever be i'r rvorkable
ilvellue for the solution of national problems, sert'ing
the nationrrl interests? The problem is not peculiar
to India and it has to be viewed in the context of
the rvorld-lvide stluggle between democracy and
totalitarian communism. The problem needs a clear-
cut ansrver; it would not brook of any half-hearted
compromise or considerations cf political expediency.
\\/bat is at stake is oul dernocratic way of life and
fundirmcntal values rvhich ale totally incompatible
.,r'ith those of the comrnunists. N'Iany other countries,
Iike Czccboslovakia, rvith a long-standing trndition of
rlenroc'r'rlcr'. have triecl this experimeut in co-existence
,irrd cooperirtion u,ith tlte corrttLtttuists; and tircY errtled
rri-r b;'boconiing srtcllitcs of tho Soviet Union. Flistor;'
qivcs nrl rr':.lsor.l l'h1'Inclia. if it rrlso follorvs tht'
Uzcclioslovark cxaurirlc, shcltrld pr()\-c an exceptiou.

1t



With Many Voices
I\4oans round with man-y voices. Come, Jtfrr*"ji'Tis not too late to seck a newer world." 

-

-Tenngson.

We do not doubt that the Sixth Congress (of the
Communist Party of India) will be a signiffcant land-
mark in the struggle of the Indian people for national
independence, peace and friendship between all
peoples in the world.

-Suslov, in a speech before the Sixth Congress of
the CPI, Neu Age, April 30.

The Congress, denouncing monopolism in econo-
mics, has made a monopolist of itself in politics. The
socialisdc pattern had added a second string to its
monopolistic bow. The result has not been good to
the common man.
. -D. V. Gundappa, Times of lnd.ia, May 18.

There is a limit to the bank balance of Mr. Nehru's
reputation. Today all of us (Congressmen) are draw-

, -14g r:pon that balance.
. -Or. H. K. Mehtab, fdnirer Chief Minister of

OriSsa, Hirtdustan Tim.es,.May 16.

/'
./ I think they (the Congress and the Praja Socialist- Party) do not consider communists more dangerous

than communalists.

-E. M. S. Nambodiripad, Hindu, lvlay 16.

,/ ,, there is a choice between the Jan Sangh and
- communists, I will have communists as my partners

against the Sangh.- " -Bril Nlo-han, President of the Delhi Congress,
Link, Nlay 2L.
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Neutral nations seem to constitute a real free world ./
to show in practice that private enterprise and na-V
tionalisation can go side by side and thal a really free
co.rlntry is- dre one- in which a communist dncl a-capi-
talist can both feel at home.

-G. S. Bedi, AICC Ecorwmic Reoieu, May 7.

- Today the talk of socialism is the loudest but, at
the sanie time, wealth is playing a greaier role in
society than ever before. Nbbody consiaC* it wrong
to be rich by any means. Money plays a greater ro16
in the Congress itself thar- ever before

-Dr. Harekrishna Mehtab, former Orissa Chief
Minister, Times of India, May 22.

I

Every day, my admiration for Lenin grows. The
more I know about his wmk and his life and above
all the more I understand the revolution, the -rnore I ,

aflmire Lenin. Only now I ca.n grasp the diffioulties
Lenin had to ovefcome and the magnitude of th'p
heritage he bequeathed hfumanity. When I see a,soviet
oil-tanker, I think of Lenin. When I see a Soviet
tractor, I think of Lenin. Whenever we get anything
from the Soviet Union, I feel gratitude to Lenin.

-Fidel Castro, Neu Statesrnan, r\[ay lg.

There is every reason to fear that Cuba will
come completely communist.

-Kingsley Martin, ,Neu Stateunan, May

be-

19.
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