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t all over the country. Rajasthan and Andhra rvere
the ffrst to introduce it. Maharashtra has just joined
them. Gujarat will follow soon and other States, it
is conffdently expected, will not lag behind. A net-
work of Village Pancha;ats, Panchayat Samitis and
Zilla Parishads will develop in the country and the
p6ople_- will g-et the opportunity oJ conducting and
controlling a large part of theil afiairs.

The Five Year Plans have from the beginnine laid
particular emphasis on the developmeit of -these

democratic institutions. The framers of the Plans
knew that rural development would pot be possible
without the participation of the people aird thrr
mobilisation of local initiative and resources. With
that end in view, tley suggested the setting up of
popular organisations at the village, taluka and
district levels both for the formtrlation as well as the
execution of village, taluka and district plans. It was
in the latter part of the second Five Year Plan that
the idea took the concrete folm of Panchayati Raj.

The Balwantrai Mehta Committee elaborated the
idea and suggested the three-tier framework of a
Panchayat, a Panchayat Sarniti and a Zilla Parishad.
The Committee was emphatically of t}le opinion:

"So long as we do not discover or create a re-
presentative and democratic instihrtion which
*'ill supply the local interest, supervision and
care necessary to ensurcr that expenditure of
lnoney upon local objccts conforms rl'ith the
needs and rvishes of the locality, invest it with
adequate power and assign to it appropriate
ffnances, rve rvill never be able to evoke local
interest and excite Ioctrl initiative in tlie field of
development."

The seconcl Five Year Plan had alrcadv recom-
mended,that the functions of such popular'organisa-
tions, rvhen set up, shorrld "inc'ltrde, if necessarv hy
stages cletermined' in advance. the entire gen"tal
adminish'ation ancl cleveloprnent of tlrc area other
than srrch functions as luu' ancl ordcr, aclministration
of jrrstice and certain furrctions peltuinin{ to rcvenut'
administration."

The Acts tlrat lrlvr, lrccn enactccl in various States
haver gencnrlh' conformecl to tlris pattern. Thcre arc
ir fcs' r'arirrtions. llut thc lrasic' pul'lx)s(' is tltc srrrnt'.
namcly, to set up clemocratic institrrtions :rt the Rkr<'k
or the f)istrict level irnd invi'st thenr t'ith 1rorlcr an<l

resources -to look after the developmental and other
general administrative activities in the area covered
!l them._ The Government at the State capital has
thereby divested itself of a large measure 6f power
and resp_onsibility with regard to matters falliig, as
clescribed in theoMaharashtra Act, in the 'District List'.
. Apart fromgpe infuence that these popular organ-
rsations mayr have on stimulating and expaniling
developmental -activities, the-y-will'also hav6 a bi[
impact o-n the functioning of democracy. Democrac!
will no longer remain a lormal or a te'chnical afiaii.
Peop]e will be able to participa-te in the management
of their affairs directly at 

- the village lev6l' and
through elected representatives at the Elock and the
District Level. The power of the Government will
not remain concentrated in Delhi or in State capitals.It will flow into villages and into district and sub-
divisional towns. The-people will decide for them-
selves what amenities,- improvements and develop-
ments they need and how fo finance them. They will
not have to wait on the sweet will of a bureaucrat
or on the whim of a Minister. Thev will be able to
decicle the issue themselves at the village or the
district level. Dernocracy is said to be a goverument
of the people by Jhe people. Panchayati R"trj does not
attain that ideal, but it is a big step in that-direction.

Panchayats nre not new to our Country and to our'
people, nor is Iocal self-government entirely a novel
affair. The British Government introduced local self-
government in rnany parts of our country over sixty.
or seventy years back. Those institutions of local
self-_government did not prosper because they had
hardlv any powers and resources. Nor did they serve
in any significant mirnner their declarecl purpose of
training pc'rsons for biggcr rcsponsibilities. Tho villagc
Panchayats of old times are now only a memory.
They havc left no living tradition behind them. Be-
sides, the circumstances in rvhich they had to
fur-rction were entirelv difterent. They had to keep
together and cr>nserve a hierarchical society in r.r'hich
each individual and group had his own appointed
task to perforrn. The Panchayats of rnodcrn times
har,<' to clevelop tnd lxrilcl a ne\\' society of equality
and 1lr'oslterity. The.v lrave to alvtrken tlrc latent
potcntirrlitic's of the villirgers ancl to rrtilisc thcm for'
inrproving the stanclirrd of tlrc conruunity as a whole.
'fhc,v havc to strir'<' for- sccrrrir.rg a hetter life for all
;'1111 1p.l rrr,'r,,lv f, l :r fcu' rr'lto rnav hltl-lpen to he :rt
thr: top of thi social litcldc'r. 'fhey have to change
soc'ial relations, thcv have to brc:tk doq,n thc ltarricrs
of r:rrstc irnr'l crrstorn, ancl lift tltc cornrlttnitv ts lr
u,holtr to ir hiqher stanclarcl of s,ell-beir.rg.-fhc I'itnclnvnti llni t'nrr. if it strc'<'ec<Is. Irrirtg :rlrotrt
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ANCHAYATI Raj is being gradually established
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a veritable revolution in the countryside. It can drive
'ayay the indolence, the apathy and the helplessness
of centuries. It can stimulate the desire lo work
tog,ether fo1 the common good and provide the
technical help that may be needed for making the
work more productive. It can spread knowledge and
education and arvaken tlle desire to improve the
physical and social conditions of living. It can deve-
lop the habit of self-help. It can create a climate of
social equality. Panchayats would then become the
most effective iirstrument of a rapid social and eco-
nomic advance. They would make democracy real
as well as stable.

Panchayati Raj can develop along these lines. But
the development along those lines is neither inevi-
table nor predetermined. It ian also develop in an
entirely different manner. Panchayats_ can be captur-
ed by'those who are already entrenched in positio,ns
of power. Monied people can use their money for
manipulating elections. Caste loyalties may prove
powerftrl and they may determine the choice of
ilectors. Apathy and cytticism may prove powerful
factors and there may not be enough of interest in
the election as well as the functioning of local bodies.
Small coteries may get control over Village Pancha-
yats, Panchayat Simitis and Zilla Parishads and may
irtilise them for advancing their own interests. With
the powers that rvill be now vested in them, tJrey will
prov:ide ample opportunities for self-aggrandisement
is well as foi the^distribution of favours.ln t]le hands
of unscmpulous men, they may eve-n become engines
of onpresiion against minolities and against indepen-
dent or nonconlormist elements. The aim of derno-
cratic decenh'alisation, of the people acquiring con-
trol over a large part of their afiairs,.may be foiled,
and u'hat wer:e meant to be oeople's organisations
mieht degenerate into strongholds of anti-social ele-
toe-nts. Gbod larvs and good institutions are not
enoush' bv themselves. Tf,ere must be willing and
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men to irnplement and work thern' The suc-

ceis of laws and inititutions depends to a large extent
on social conditions.

Tl-re nrost efiectivc: qitttt'rrtrtee ilgairlst this possible
deqeneratiorr is, of co.,tic, prryular education' education
to"train tlrc pcoplc in the proper discharge of the uew
iightt and rLsp6nsibilities-thit are now being vested
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in them. But education is a long process and may
take years to bear fruit. The Government, the politi-
cal pirties and other organisations mrrst immediately
undertake that task. There is an additional responsi-
bility laid upon political parties. They must not
vitiate the atmosphere by their contests to capture-
seats in local bodies. Once they enter the ffeld, rural
areas will be split into rival and warring factions and
local bodies will be torn asunder by faction ffghts.
There are already factions in villages. They will
attach to themselves the labels of various parties and
their foul faction fights will assume the respectable
garb of political struggles between parties. Work in
local bodies does not involve any issue of principle or
policy. !t is rnore or less of an executive charaeter.
There may be differences of opinion regarding the
projects to be undertaken or the amounts of money
to be spent on them, but such differences can be
always resolved through discr-rssion and through
mutual give and take. The differences will not be of
a political character with parties aligned against ea-ch
other. The intrusion of parties in local bodies will
defeat the basib purpose of Panchayati Rai which is
to bring the people together to work unitedly for
solving their local problems and developing their
local areas. Parties can enter local bodies only with
dre intention of utilising them in their race for power
in State and all-India politics. The temptation to put
local bodies to that illegitimate use will be strong.
But they must resist it in the interest of the people
and of idvancing the cause of democracy. The party
in power should set the example in that respect.
However, even if it is not wise oi courageous enough
to resist the temptation, others need n-ot follow it
on a path which is obviously wrong and.self-defeat-
ing. The Sarva Seva Sangh had some time back decid-
ed-to make an attempt to persuade political parties-to
asree to keeo out oT eleitions to iocal bo&es. The
aitemot has ^not been made so far. There is little
time io lose.. Let the Panchayat Parishad and its
President Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan, move before it is
toc late.

(Continletl on' Page 17)
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Welcome

If,/q.welcome the election of Dr. Sarvapalli Radha-
VV krishnan as the President of India and that of

Dr. Zakir Hussein as the Vice-President. Both, Dr.
Radhakrishnan and Dr. Hussein are outstanding rnen
in their own right. Dr. Radhakrishnan is a univer-
sally recognised philosopher of gr.eat merits and Dr.
Hussein enjoys the reputation of being one of the
foremost educationists of tlie country. Dr. Radha-
krishnan has devoted himself to interpreting Eastern
religions, particularly Hinduism and lndiai wav of
life and culture to ihe rest of the world while,'Dr.
Hussein has distinguished himself as the co-author
with Mahatma Gandhi of the Basic Scheme of edu-
cation rvhich was evolved to suit the peculiar needs
of Indian children.

- Plgt-o in his- "-Republie' suggested- that philosophers
should rule while Francis Bacon in his "N-ew Atlintis"
idealised the state where gducationists, along rvith
scientists, were in power. The election of Dr. Radha-
krishnan and Dr. Hussein is indeed, an honour to the
philosophers and edncationists of the country.

Constitutionally, the President and the Vibe-Presi-
dent are not responsible for the formulation of
governmental policie,s nor do they have an active say
in the day-to-day administration of the country. Y. ei,
due to the unique stahrs they intellectually enjoy in
the cou!-try, irrespective of their official positions,
Dr. Radhal:rishnan as well as Dr. Hussein are
eminen_tly suited to guide the governmental policies
and administrative decisions in various rvavi Thev
are, in fact, the watchdogs of Indian democracy.
They can do_justice to their positions by watching tlie
governmental policies and administrative actions and
exerting sobering influence on them so that without
encroaching upon the rights and liberties of the indi-
vidual, they help him to realise his potentialities and
make his life meaningful and lich rvith oppoltunities.

Man of Courage and Convictions

n/fR. MILOVAN DIILAS has been sentencecl to
rVr 6vsl' eight years' rigorous irnprisonment for the
crime 

- 
of_ writing a book and attempting to get it

published.' The book that lie rvrote is Conuetsations
uith Stolin. Whatever the contents of the book, it
rvas not going to affect in an\/ \rza\/ Yugoslavia's re-
lations rvith any corrntrl., including Rrrssia, for no-
body has dotre more to dernouncc ancl denegrate thcr
erstv'hile dictator than his c.ourrtrvrnan ancl succes-
sor. T(lrrrrshclrer-. \{r. l)iiln,; lratl trr fi11d:r foleirlrr
publisher because lre could not g('t his book prrblislr-
t:d in l-ris ou'n courrtlr,'.

Tlre ;rrosccrrtion 'rvas brrscd rrporr the c.haree tlrat
\,Ir. I)iilas clivrrlqecl official secrets in that lre must

have based his book upon the information gathered
by him rvhen he was icting _as his countryvs ,"pro
sentative over a decade back. The charg-e is iidi-
culous for, if_such a charge is sustained, rto'body *ho
held any official positio-n would 
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writg his autobiography.or memoirs. History as well
as literature would be the rvorst sufierers if such a
rule rvere to prevail.

It is highly regrettable that Mr. Djilas did not get
even a public trial. He was tried- and sentencled
in a secret manner. As a protest, he did not defend
himself and refused to answer questions. The plea
that the prosecution related to slate secrets has^ no
force. The so-called secrets are no longer secret.
They are known all over the rvorld.

The civilized world is shocked at this treatment
meted out to a man of the eminence of Mr. Djilas
who was at one time the Vice-President of his couirtry
and the friend and colleague of Marshal Tito. Hoi-
soever_ different Yugosl4via's communism may be
frorn that of Russia -and other communist countries,
it still has no place, it is now clear, for men of inde-
pendent ppinions. Whatever the mlers of his country
may think of Mr. Djilas, the rvorld will acclaip him
as a high spirited man of courage and convictions.

MIG Deal

M"#B*:'^:fl?.1*'-^tt':,,,:?n"":t"$",x"I::l*:Defence Ministry to purchase MIG iet fighter
,s front Russia. When the news rvas ffrst irrrb-plgnes from Russia. When the news lvas ffrst pub-

lished in the nress- it aoneared as if the deal-waspress, it appeared as if the deal-was
struck, that Russia had agreed not only to supply
the planes but also to establish a factory for iheirthe planes but also to establish a factory for tlleir
mantrfacttrre in Inchrr and that Indian officials weremantrfacttrre in Inchrr and that Indian
shortly going to rVloscorv to ffnalise the details. Later
on, one cloes not knos' what happened, but the
Defence Minister had to adopt the-senseless pose of
lot knorving ar-rything about the matter except
through ne\4zspaper reports.

The morre to purchase the planes from Russia was
mooted on the ground that both Great Britain and
the United States of America had refused to supply
sirnilar tt'r-lcs of ailcraft and thirt the supply rvas
necessar'\, in orcler tlrat Inclia mav not lte less equip-
ped than Pakistan. The later developrnents riade
c:lear, hou'e,ver, tl.rat ncither of the tu'o countries had
heen approachecl arrd neither had turned dolvn the
r1:quest. It appears, therefore, tbat it u'as the bright
idea of somebody in the Defence Ministry to turn
avvay from our iraditional suppliers and make our
country clepenclent upon a communist power for the
srrpplv of one' of the rnost vital !(/eilpons of rvar.

The Defence Nlinistr:r has invokc.cl in support of
the rr.rove the sovereigr.r of a countlv to purchase its
requirements frorn anlz qrrarter tJrat it thinks fft.
Nobocl,v rlrcstions thaI suvclciglrr riglr'. Ilirt t']r]' tliis
px'fcrlrtr'r' for Il'r';:;iurr plrrtrt'*? -\r',' tirt'r' tltcrtlteri) -\re
thev rnrlrc crffective? Cirn ont: relv upon tbeir constant
iurcl reqtrlar supply? Will thev be available even
rrlrert tlrt'1' rrre ieqrrired for otrt' deft'nce lgttinst the
aqqression of a conrmrttrist pou'er? \Vill it be il
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straightforward business transactio',, or will any open
or hidden strings be attached to it? It is necessary to
raise all these questions and to demand a definite
and unambiguous answer to them. One cannot forget
that, after all, the transaction is with a commgnist
country and under communism nothing is done with-
out a political purpose.

If similar aircraft are not available from other
countries, we may have to ttun to Russia and then
do our best to ptotect our interests. But it is necessary
ffrst to investigate the facts. As things stand at pre-
sent, it appeais that the Defence Ministry took the
decision hist and then started looking irouncl for
excuses to support it. The Defence \4inister ha-s now
declaled in Lb-k Sabha that the decision, if ancl when
taken, will be that of the Cabinet and not merely of
his Ministry. That gives some hope that all aspects
of the situaiion will-be properly taken into considera-
tion before the step is taken.
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diate threats from Pakistan." According to him, "the
real danger at the moment was the possibility of a
violation of the Kashmir ceaseffre line by Pakistan".
He should know, b-ut apparently he forg6ts, that we
are well equipped to resist any agfression that
Pakistan may commit, while in ihe cise of China
there are many difficulties and many inadequacies.
That is why the danger from China is iar more serious
than the one frorn Pakistan. The deliberate refusal
to see this obvious fact is signiffcant. The Defence
Minister has all along tried to minimise the danger
from China and to exaggerate the danger from
Pakistan. It is this attitude which makes the people
suspicious. Energetic action will alone remove that
suspicion and rvill be a fit reply to the criticism of
lvlr. Kamath and others.

"Complete Distortion"

f, N Arnbassadol is expected to know a lot aboutra ths country to which he is aecredited. As long
irs he is holding the post, he cannot give out in publi6
all that he knows. There are celtain restrictions
which he must observe. But after letiring from
service, he can be more forthright and honest, more
particularly, when he chooses to make public decla-
rations.

At a meeting of writers in Trichur, Mr. K. P. S,
\'lelnon, our former Ambassador to Russia, refened
to that country in the course of his talk on 'integra-
tion". He could not deny the obvious fact that inte-
gration was achieved in Russia by force. He toned
down the force of the admission by adding that it
was only "partly" achieved by force. He then went
on to say: "But to say that the Soviet Republics were
held together simply by force was a complete distor-
tion." They were held together, he said, by the
"consciousness that they were participating in a great
advenfure, an adventure of building a new society,
free from want, disease and ignorance."

IvIr. Menon might be correct in saying that the
various Republics-in Russia were not held together
"simply by force". Force rnay not be the only factor,
btrt is'it not the major factlr? It is the Communisi
Prrlty which rules in all Republics irncl controls the
social, economic and culturtri tife of the people. The
Comrnunist Party is the one, single, indivisible party
of the Soviet Union and behind it stand all the armed
folces of the country. No Republic can deviate in the
slightest measule from the line laid down by lvlo_scow
and history is replete with instances of the direst
prrlrishrnents meted out to individuals and tendencies
cxlribitinq everl il faint trace of independent thinking.
Evcn toclal' the Govemnrents <lf the various Repgblics
irrt rnirde irr rutnr,r,le in N'loscow and the peoples of
tlrt' llepublics ltirvc to irccept thcrn u'ithottt even a
,,r,,.,,1,',1 of ptotest. \Ir'. \'lt:uorr cllltttot llt' tttlnlvrtte
of tlris state <rf a{lairs. It. ri'as not obligtrtory tU)ot]
hirrr to clisclo.ser tliis it.rfornrrttitlrt to the Indian people.
lk' r'orrld hrrve rt'rnitinecl silerlt. Brtl he treed tlot ltavr,'
rnirrlt' a statetrtettt rvlrich cart be tegtrrclecl, in his os'n
u'orcls. lrs "a corntrletc clistrlrtion."
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Boneless Wonder

R. H. V. KANIATFI zrccused the Government ot
IVI tndia of being, in the words of Mr. Winston
Churchill, a "boneless rvonder". The accusation was
made in vierv of the "supreme inactivity" of the
Government in the face of the aggression cornrnitted
and the 'ivar of nerves carried on by the communist
rulers of China. lvlr. Kamath said the "insulted, humi-
liated and rebufied" Government of India rvas "licking
the feet that were kicking it."

The words that Mr. Karnath used are no doubt
very strong. But they are the expression of a patriot's
anqer and-resentment at the inability of the Govern-
*eint to do anything about the Chinese aggression
rvhich has nos, continued for ot'er' five years. We
are being told from time to time of the preparations
that are being rnade to repel the aggression. Years
have passed Eut not an inch of land has been libe-
rated.-This is bound to make anybody angry' The
angry explosion of N{r. Kamath is in a large measure
a 6oi.ecf refection of the public sentiment on the
rnatter.

As da1's 9a l>1' the Chinese trre becotning bolder
and bolder. the toue of theil notes is becoming
ruder and their propaganda is becoming shriller and
more malicious. Their'llairns are also increasing and
there does not apl)ear to be any desire on their part
to accept the suggestion that the Prime Minister
made about both- ihe countries rvithdrau,ing their
forces in the Western sectol beyond ther boundary
line claimecl by the otl.rer paltr'. As negotiations can-
not take place tlnlcss tlris prc'litlinar'l' cttndition is
fulfilled, it am<ltrnts to :r virtual refusal to settle the
issrrcr ar-t-ricablr'. lt appenrs nrol'('ovet' 111i11 51;11-t1: tloop
nrrlvcnrcnts artr tal<ing plitc:t' on thc Chincsc siclc, :'rnd
tlrt.r, rrrirv lrt' it 1rt'r'crtt'sor to lr {r't'sh agrlt'eissirltr.

1-lrc: pul,rlic rrirrtl is rrltrurillv agitittcd bi tlris stltt:
of affairs. Insteacl of svnrltitthising u'ith it arttl tlving
to lcussiu't' it. tlrc' I)l'ft'ncr' \[irristcl lras tltorrqlrt fit
to lrlarttt'it fol lrt-'inu "lrt()r('coucrrnerl, lrllout tlre
llorclc'r clisputrr u'ith Cllrinii tluur u'itlr thc rnort' imurt'-
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Communist l[orld Youth Festival
(Contributed)

tTtHE turbulent history of the Seventh World Festi-
I val of Youth and Students, held in Vienna in
1959, has been repeating itself in the stormy events
accompanying the-preparations for the Eighth Festi-
val to be held in Helsinki. Despite the unanimous
opposition of. Finnish youth organizations, despite
strong popular opposition, and finally despite the
Finnish hime Minister's polite advice that the hold-
ing of the Festival in Finland would be unwise under
the circumstances, the Communist organizers have
gone ahead with plans to convene the-next Festival
in Helsinki in the summer of 1962.

The World Youth Festivals have a definite place in
international communist efiorts. They are not what
they pretend to be - amicable gatherings of young
people from all over the world for the purpose of
strengthening friendship and mutual understanding.
Their real aim, mass demonstrations of support for
communist international policy, is being recognized
by an ever increasing number of young people
throughout the world. The Festival, held for the first
time outside the Soviet orbit, was considered by most
obiective observers to be a failure for the Commu-
nists. Far from being a friendly gathering, the Vienna
Festival was a spectacle of violent confict between
communist and non-communist youth, and it clearly
revealed tlre regimentation and limitation which the
cornmunists imposed on their own young people.

It seems, however, that festival sponsors rvere not
discouraged by the events in Vienna. They have al-
ready begun preparations for the next World Youth
Festival, to be held in Helsinki in ]uly or August
1962. The developments to date closely paralled the
preparations for the Vienna Festival: sponsors of the
festival have approached the government of the
prospective host country directly, disregarding com-
pletely the national youth organizations; the national
-vouth and student organizations have voiced their
ietermined opposition to the festival and have
reftised to cooperirte in any preparationsl local
government bodies have indicated their unwillingness
to make available facilities for meetings aud accom-
modation of delegates; the government of the host
country, a neutlal one, has indicated that it is not
pleased with the prospect of having to play,host to
lhe festival, but has been unwilling to prohibit it
outright; thr: local Conrmr.rnist Partv trncl its youth
section are tltc only organizers :.tttd srrpporters of tlre
Festival in tlre host c<xtt'tlt'r'.

The proutitrt'nt irnptrttrs bt'lrirtrl tlrc festivlls
cnllnrrt('i fr',lrrr t\r;() <'orrrrrtrtttist-drlrlinltccl intnr-
nzrtional orgirnizatiorrs: tltt' \\''orlcl Fe<lerirtiort of Dc-
rnoeratic Youth (!VFt)\') ancl the International Union
of Sturlcnts (IUS). Tlrc folrrtcl has its st'at in Rr.rclrt-

pe.st. I{untlrrry,. und is lrerrtled lx, It'.rl'rn (lorrtrtltnist

leader Piero Pierrai. The latter has its secretariat in
Prague, Czechoslovaha, and is headed by the vetern
Czechoslovak Communist leader Jiri Pelikan, former
Member of Czechoslovak Parliament for the Com-
munist Parg.

Immediately after the Vienna Festival, the sponsors
rnade it clear that the next gathering would be held
in a country outside the Communist orbit. Early in
1960, rumours began to circulate that Helsinki was
considered the most likely prospect for the site of
the 1962 Festival. In Sept'ember-1960, Pelikan made
exploratory inquiries among Finnish student leaders
concerning their feelings on this matter. Although
the tenor of these talks was not revealed, the National
Union of Students of Finland (SYL) made its nega-
tive position explicit a month later in a communica-
tion to IUS and WFDY. Copies of these letters were
also sent to a consultative meeting on festival pre-
parations which was held in Stockholm from October
46, 1960. According to Sztandan' Mlodych, a Polish
youth daily, this meeting was not a very successful
one. Because so few delegates attended; it was de-
cided that all ffnal decisions should be left to a future
meeting of the International Preparatory Committee
fol the Festival.

Immediately following the Stockholm consultative
meeting, the Central Union of Social Democratic
Youth of Finlancl issued a statement that it would
not support tl.re preparations for and organization of
the Festival and would not send representatives to
the preparatory committee meeting. The Central
Unioir declared-at that time that the Festivals in their'
present form lead young people astray ald serve only
ihe communist ends. 

-(Suomen Socialidemokraafti,
October 21, 1960. )

Aftel the Stockholm meeting, a delegation autho-
rized bv the group to investigittc- the possibilities of
arrirnging the'Festivnl in Flelsinki, arrived in Finland.
They requested an audience u'itlr the Prime Nlinister,
but madb no efiort to contact the Council of Finnish
Youth Organizations or the SYL during their ffve d.qY

wait for ihe auclience. When the delegation ffnally
sarv Prime \4inister Sukselainen ( on October 14)
th,.,., arL"., for lrelnrission to hold the Festival in
Finland. The Prinre-' N'Iinister, in his published reply,
stated brief), tlrat it is tl-re traditionil policy of the
Finnish Govelnrnent not to interfere in ilrternational
('ollqr('sses rvlrit'lr itrt tlrgittlize<l by non-governtnent
organizutions. TIre orq:riiizirtiort of a fcstival is a

nl"it"r. for Finnish Youth Orcanizatirlns lnd not for
tll(' {I(}\:('nilr'rcnt. Tt r',' ls ll{}t rrntil lrftcr tl-ris <liserrssion
.,r'jth Strkselaiuen tltirt thc clclt:gntiorl iiskc:d for atr

ouportuuitl' to statt: its vicu's to the Council of
Firinislr Yotrtlr C)rqrruizirti<ltrs atlcl tlrc SYL. T'he rlro-
ceclttrc. rl'hcrLt' tlttr ctlrtstrltatiotls of r'<lrrth ]racl sirtclerrt
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organizations took place only after the contact with
goVernmental authorities, indicated that the delega-
tion considered the opinions of youth and students
to be of secondary importance. This is difficult to
understand since in case a negative reply were given
by the representative youth organizations, there would
have been no reasori to apply for permission to hold
the Festival in Helsinki. ('fhis circumvention of major
youth and student groups is an exact repeat of the
oftdecried Vienna preparations. ).

Before the members of this group left Finland,
they were informed quite speciffcally that SYL and
the Council would not participate in the preparations
for the Festival in any way. lt is interesting to note
in this connection that both SYL and the Council are
recognized by the Finnish Government .and by
national and international organizations ( including
IUS and WFDY) as the official representative bodies
for Finnish students and youth.

As student and youth organizations throughout the
world prepared to take a stand concerning the Festi-
val, the officials of the sponsoring organizations
announced a forthcoming IPC meeting in Helsinki
on February 20-22. In contrast to the previous pre-
paratory meeting, Finnish student and youth orga-
nizations received invitations to attend the February
IPC gathering. The announcement and invitation to
the meeting was signed by AFDY, the ]apan Festival
Committee, the Committee of Youth Organisations
of the USSR (CYO), and several other or[anizations
u'ell knorvn for therr association with previous Festi-
vals. At least two of the signatories, as listed in Urrsi
Suotni (January 27, 196I), are alleged representatives
of organizations u,hich are known to be opposed to
the Festival.

The Finnish Communist paper Kansan Uutiset
(January 28) was the only one rvhich rvelconred the
meeting. For the Finnish Democratic Youth League
(SDNL, youth branch of the Finnish Communist
Party ) it u'as clear that "the holding cf the Festival
in Finland would be in agreement with that spirit
toward international relations which is supported by
a majority of our nation."

Then, on February 17, Plinre rVlinister Sukselainen
made an announcement. I{e publiclv levealed
the negative ancl dim vies' the Finnish Government
took of holding the Youth Festival in Helsinki.
As reported _in the independent dailies llelsinlin
Sanomat and Uusi Suoni (both of February
18) representatives of three political parties sub-
mitted a memorandum to the Prime Minister express-
ing their opinion that the holding of tl-re Festival in
Finland vvas totally rrndesirable. In his response, the
Plme Nlinister agleed ftrlly with the basic irrguments
of the memorandum. He indicated that when he
rnade his announcement in October about the govern-
rnelt's_ not concerning itself *'ith suclr underiakings.
lre had left thc nratter fully up to Finnish 1'otrtlr and
strrclcut orgluizations. llcf<.n'irrg to tlre intr.r'rrational
<'lashcs n'hiclr cnrpted in Vicnna and to the "passport
frec" travel agleenrcnt betu'een Scandinavian coun-
tries. Srrkscltrincn crrtrc'sscrl tht. lroitc tlrat tlrc or.ga-
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nizers of the Festival rvould "consider carefully whe-
ther the holding of such an event is warranted in
view of the small Finnish participation." Although
couched in diplomatic terms, this was a pronounce-
ment (later conveyed to the festival organizers) of
no uncertain meaning - the festival was not welcome
in Finland either by the government or the youth
representatives.

Under a banner headline, Komsornililaga Prabil.a.
of February 23 rvrapped up its coverage of the IPC
meeting with the triumphant exclamation "The Festi-
val will Take Place in Helsinki." Ironlcally, the Tass
dispatch from Helsinki stated: "The rireeting was in
favour of holding the Eighth Festival in Helsinki and
once again it thanked the Finnish authorities for
making it possible to organize the Festival in Finland.

One of the IPC's motive for overriding the strong
Finnish opposition to the Festival was revealed by the
chairman of the Soviet delegation Peter Reshetov. He
said according to the Yli,oppilaslehfi article, "Helsinki
is close to the Soviet Union which rnakes it easy for
people from the Soviet Union to arrive at the Festival;
it also facilitates travel for delegations of some other
nations which rvill corne to the Festival through the
Soviet Union."

Tlre Ylioppilaslelti editor commented on the
decisions made and noted that "matters vi'ere handled
on the basis of committee recommendations which
had been subrnitted in writing to participants.
Decisions rvere not listed publicly. . . The invited
correspondents clid not know what the meeting de-
cided until a considerable tirne later." On the ffnrrl
day of the rneeting a press conference s,as held at
rvhich the organizers were questioned ts to their
knowledge of Sukselainen's sentiments about the
Festival. A representative of the Ghana Pioneer Orga-
nization declared: "Certainly rve know. Sukselainen
said that the Festival place should be considered care-
fully. We have considered it carefully for three days
irnd have come to the conclusion that Helsinki is
esyrecially suitable."

The circtunstances sulrounding the Helsinki meeting
of the Festival Interni.rtional Preparatory Committee
supply additional proof - if any is needed - of the
real aims and partisan character of tlre World Youth
Festivals. The Eighth \\rorld Festival of Youth and
Students will be just trnotlrer rnass manifestation of
Cornmunist and pro-Communist youth. People of
other political views who, despite all this, still choose
to attend the cvent should remember: (1) the Festi-
vai is helcl in Helsinki agirinst the rvill of the Finnish
votrth ancl peoplc an<l therefore Festjval participants
citnnot expect to be trcated ls u'elcome guests; (2)
fcllorr. liestival partic.iyrants u'ill nrost likell' be corn-
rrrturists arrtl ftl],ru' tlitr.t'llcrsr arrd (3) u'hatcrver their
rtctual r'easolls fol irttendance lrily llc, by their pre-
sctrce tltey arc lending slrpport t<l Conrrnrrnist ltro-
l lrtrlrrnclir.



The Hind Mazdoor Sabha Convention
by S.R. Mohan Das

|THE Annual Convention of the Hind Mazdoor'
I Sabha was concluded in the first week of May
at Coimbatore in Tamilnad. This year's Convention
of the HIvIS ought to compel the serious attention of
the organization on many problems of a fundamental
nature. The manner in which these problems are
faced and resolved by the Convention, shall determine
the future of the HMS.

ln 1947, after the capture of the All India Trade
Union Congress by the Communists, the Congress
Party decided to set up its own National Trade Union
Federation. The Indian National Trade Union Cong-
ress ( INTUC ) was thus set up, lalgely at the initia-
tive and drive of Sardar Patel.

The Socialists who were till then rvitl-rin the Cong-
ress, decided to quit the Congress Party and organised
the Socialist Party. Simultaneously they decided to
set up their own union federation, and the Hind
Mazdoor Sabha was thus born. Along with the unions
that were run by the Socialists, some important
rrnions lead by the followers of the late Mr. lvl. N.
Roy, also ioined the HMS.

The HMS enjoyed quite an impressive strength
and influence amongst rvorkers in India in the early
stages of its formation. In the city of Bombay, they
commanded an impressive follorving from a rnajority
of u'orkers in the Textile, Engineering, Transport,
Automobile and Chemical Inclustries, during the
early strrges of its existence. It rvas only after the
disastrous textile strike in 1950 that the HN,IS started
Iosing its strength steadily in Bombay. During the
peak of its strength, it claimed a rnembership of
nearly 900,000 members all over India. Today, the
HMS does not l-rave more than 250,000 members. The
Socialist Party became the Praja Socialist Party vvith'
the merger of the KN4PP. Later, u'hen Dr. Lohia and
his followels decided to quit the P.S.P. irnd revive
the Socialist Party u'ith theil orvn flg arrcl plo-
gramme, this afiected the HIvIS too. The "L,ohin
Group' were seriously considering taking au'ay "their"'
unions from the H\IS and form their oq'n Trade
Union Federation, but no decisive action rvas taken
in this regard. Nolv the "Lohia Group", or tlre Socitl-
list Partv, has decided to set up its ora'n Tracle Union
Federation and this rvill affect the HNIIS strength.
Apirrt from the rrbove firctors, the disastlotrs gencrral
strike of the Central Govelnrnent Emplovees con-
ducted lrr.the P.S.P. leadersltip in 1960 r,ely seriotrsly
affcctecl H\'IS strength.

Facing slrong oyrl'rosition fnrnt tlrc INTUC- ancl
-\ITLr(; rrn tlrt'orrc liirrril. iirrrl t rrilriir'l.in{ on irrrprr'lsivt'
action or-r the othcr. ancl frrlther consciorrslv or rrn-
c'onsciorrslv tierl rrp too c'loseh' u'itlr the foi'tunc's of
thc P.S.P.. thc I{\'lS lrirs llcr,'u fircirrg stc:irclv crosion
of cven its depk'tcd stlc'ngtlr. Piu'ird<lricalll' enorrgh,

in comparison with other rival Trade Union Federa-
tions, this has been happening in HMS in spite of
perhaps the most sophisticated leadership and- rank-
and-ffIe. While the INTUC or AITUC Conventions
are in essence considered to be "Rubber-stamping"
Conventions by many, HMS conventions are usually
very lively in that they ensure active and intelligent
participation by the rank-and-fi1e. The reasons for the
HNIS weaknesses, therefore, must be sought in some-
thing else than the character of rank-and.ftle or leader-
ship. The ffrst reason that could be cited for HMS
weakness lies in its failure to consolidate its earlier
strength and on the other hand, in the dissipation of
its strength through a series of adventurist actions.

The second reason rvas the total failure of the HMS
to develop during the years a competent functional
apparatus at every level of union activity. The
sophisticated leadership and rank-and-file which
could have been turned into a great asset, were actual
handicaps in this situation. Each leader ftinctioned
as though his union or group of unions vi'as his
personal and exclusive empire and the National
Headquartels had never able to exercise any control
or infuence over most of these leaders. This has
resulted in tire Headqrrarters of the H\rlS rernaining
alr'r'ays :rt the tot:rl rnercv of the affliating unions in
terms of ffnance, pelsonnel, concerted action, decisive
policies etc. The only pdssible control or influence
rvas through politicrrl npparatus and even thele it rvas
not easy. Thus it rvas found tbat the State units of
the HN4S often ftrnctioned rvith different policies,
tailored rnole to the political conveniences of the
P.S.P., than tl.re trade union interests of the HMS. In
Maharashtra, for instance, so long as tlre P.S.P. was
a part of the Sarniti, the HN{S often had to work with
the Cor.rlnrunist AITUC irnd strongll' oppose the
INTUC, thorrgh the I{\'lS rncl INTUC rrre both
irffiliated t<l thc Intemational Confccierirtioir of Free
Trade Unions!!!

The third leason is the donrinirtior.r <lf doctrinaire
approach that still guides a large segrnent of HMS
leadelship. Abstract concepts of iclealism are still the
incentives for unirm policies ancl since these concepts
breed high pirssi<ms, irnpulsive tnd adventurist poli-
cies are the rcsult. Hrrnclreds of thorrs:rncls of u'orkers
get aflectecl b1' tbese policics, unrl s'hen thc actions
fr,ril before the lccpircments or lrarcl lcalities, r'earc-
tions arc srr'ift ancl <lcvrstirtirurlv rrnytlcusant. Tlris
rvits clcrrroustraterl at tlrc tir-ne of tlrr, Clenerrrl Strike
ol Lcrrtlrtl (,or clurrrt'rI r'rrrplor ccs irr ]{jij0 u lriclr tlrt:
I{\'IS sporrsor.t'<l rrs a virirgrrirltl. IIird tlrt' l'.S.I'. lcaclels
s']to <'hirnrpiorretl t]rc strikc rtction br:en a little
lcrrlistic'. tirr,r' c.rlrrl<[ lrirvrr crLsilv forrrrd t]rtt tltclc' u'as

(Cottlittttcd ott ltrrgt' 3)



Revieqt
The Neus Germnng and the Old Nazis

by T. H. Tetens, Secker & Warburg, London 2l S.

qrHIS is a book on Gerrnany written frorn a
I particular point of view. The thesis of the book
is that old Nazis are back again in positions of
power and prestige and that tlre idea that il new
Germany, wedded to democracy and values of racial
equality and political freedom, l'ras emerged after the
destruction of Hitlerism is a nryth. The author has
tried to prove his thesis by giving instances of a
number of old Nazis who, he says, are to be found
in imp<-rrtant.positions in the Government and in the
public life. He is particularly worried by the growth
of the anti-Jewish sentiment. He has described in
detail a couple of more notorious of the recent
happenings and has shown horv public sympathies
rve'r! witlithe Jerv-baiters and horv tfre police'and other
state functionaries h'ied to protect and shield tliem.

It is conceivable that many of the things described
by the writer have happened and -are happening in
post-lvar Germany. But many such unsavoury and
undesirable things take place flon time to tirne in
every country. Are the inciclents mentioned in the
book of that type or do they indicate a general trend
in the directirjri of the revival of Hitlerism? Nobody
had expected the disappearance in the course of a
few vears of all traces of that foul disease. It rvas
l:ound to linger on in some places and erupt from
tirne to tinre in tbe bocly politics. It is likely lhat the
evidence brought togethei b)' the writer relates- only
to such isolated, occasional eruptions. It is also likely
that they are not just stray incident-s, that -th-ey 

occur
very often and are a shadow cast ahead of the likel,"-
turn of events in the country'

The writer is convinced that Germany is headed
tolvards a dictatorship of the Nazi type. He has
quoted, in support of his forecast, the words of one
pr6,f. plicrdlicli von der Ho)'dtr,, rvhorn hc' describes
as "the ideological interpretcl ancl co-forurcjt'r tlf Dr.
Adenaucr's prutl'. Prof. He1'cltc rvt'ites: "Today it is
fashionable 

^in 'Germanv tir bc it clernocr:rt. 
'Evely

e;;; i;^ qood democrat trs ir rnatte. of coursc -
if vou .ivant tj "belonq" you lravc to be. But basicallv
GJrmans do not chJrisir democracy." The rvriter's
conclusion therefore is: "Nevertheless, ottr (Arnerican)
efiorts in Gennanl' har-e achievecl neithcr democracl'
nol rnilittrrv secrtritl'. Despite his sttength, Adenarrel'
has been lirrlell' 11lliqr to l<t'ep the Nrrzis irncl nrrtiona-
lisi.s in lirrc. Stlon tlrt' olcl lettclcrslrilr t'ill lravc to rlivt'
rvav to tlte t'ttttttqt:t'forct:s. Tlrcl s'ill uot lrtr lrtlund b1'
,Jriliitrr.lc tir tlrt l.Irrit<'rl Slrrtt's: tllt'r rvill u'orl. for
i"i,,,nt, ittti'tr";t:; onlr'." .\rt,.l "Ct'ttttitn itttt-'re'-sts" ttlar'-
Ir.] r,,rit,'s. llrrsir tlrcrir irt tlrt' tlirt'ctiorl of ,,rr rrntlc'i'-
stiinrlin( l'itir Sovit't I'irrssirL. IIt' rLssr:rts: "'l1rt' poprrlar
1121',rk'r'it vit'r.',tf tlrt' llortrt lir,llrrlrli<' lis ll blrls'irrk
irgirinst Liottttirtttti:sttt is iL tliLirqt'totrs illtrsiorr. tt<trtrisltt'<l
lri Cl,'t t,i,Lrt l)t1)l)itqirlt(lrr. \o Cct'tttlltt stittt'srllittl ot'

s

government would hesitate for a moment to strike a
balgain with l\{oscow if the Kremlin were willing to
make an atbactive offer, such as the return of the
lost provinces or a new partition of Poland."

This is really a disturbing picture that has been
painted. It is very likely one-sided and highly ex-
aggerated. It is good, horvever, to know the other
side. It rvill give a balance to our thinking on the
Cerman problem. V. B. K.

(H!\IS CONVEN?ION -Cont'd frcnt page 7)
not one factor which would be favourable in realising
the aspiraticlns of the employees or the leaders
through a strike action. There were two forces exer-
cising terrific pressure in exactly opposite directions
on the HMS. The INTUC was strongly opposed to
the strike. The AITUC supported the strike as a

. matter of strategy and tactics. Should the strike prove
rr success, the AITUC leadership among the Central
Government Employees could claim the credit, and
should it prove a disaster, the HMS could be put on
tht, spot for the failure. All these indications were
qrrite clearly tltere before the strike and yet the HMS
clearly rvent ahead with its strike decision with the
results we know now, Faced with strong rivalry on
the one side from the INTUC rvhich is well-equipped
with the support and influence of the ruling partl,
and on the- other side with the AITUC, with
the support and influence of an international appa_-

ratus, ih-e HMS needs all its ingenuity to surive and
expand. This, horvever, rvould not be possible unless
the gtvts formulates fresh policies and guiding lines
for its ftrture activities. The following steps could be
considered:-

1. The present unions of the HMS should be con-
solidated with a stronger organizational base in terms
of r,vorker-leadership, competent administration of
unions, better ffnancial resources etc. Day 

- 
t9 day

loutine administrative activities like typing of letters,
replying to correspondenc_e _ promptly, - keeping

^ppoitrtir'r".rts 
punctuilly and little things like that

,*llii"h rrre not c<lnsidered very "excititrg" oi "romantic"
shorrld be startecl. It is through these day-to-day grind
that organizations trnd apparatuses eet built up.

2. HMS shorrld dcvelbp tnore tolerance for co-
operation with other democratic units at functional
lerels rvithout worrying too much about HMS labels
ffrst. There "te tt'titlv- non-HMS unions which are
good lrnd cornpetent, but having other labels or no
lirbcls art all. Excepting totalita-rian groups, the HMS
corrlcl fltritfully ciope"rate with such unions to the
benefit of both.

3. The Heaclrtttrrrtcrs of H\'IS shrluld have rnore
s,,unot't frorrr irffiliatirrq units irr terrns of providing
t-,.iionnel. fi rrtnc'irrl r('sotll'ces' t'tports irnd srr ggestions'jflrc II\lS ttrttiottrrl < t'tttrt' is thi' rrtost ignored rlffict'
ir xltrr'.

Tlicst'- irr lrlir'{. ilr(' solllc rllcrilslrrt's rvhich thc HI\{S
<'orrlrl irritiatt'to sttcnqtlleu its l.losition' If such
!u('itsur'('s itrr.'ttttt irritirrted, tlrt II\lS will bccotlle l
sqrt'rtt fot'ct' t'r-t'tr lrcfrlt'c it l'l'ec'hes its irdolescent age'
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Revolutionary Defeatism
by M. A. Venkata Rao

fT is a futile task to see all the basic assumptions
I and derivative convolutions of communist theory
(as set out in Karl Marx, Engels and Lenin) as a
consistent body of scientific thought based on logic,
experience and history. Marx himself seemed to
have realised this torvards the end of his life rvhen
he clinched the matter rvith the pragmatic decla-
-ration that communism is more concerned with
action and transformation of society than with ex-
planation in terms of theory and science.

Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism (and now with
Khrushchevism added to the inheritance) has deve-
loped into a complex "arsenal of war weapons" to
suit all possible situatiqns and contingencies in the
struggle for world revolution.

Communist parties of the different cguntries of
the world where the Bolshevik revolution is yet to
take place, choose from time to time different ideo-
logical weapons by way of tactics and slogans for
use in their campaigns. They are aided in this choice
by the directions of the international communist
executives first called Comintern and later Comin-
form, fulfflling its historic role under the guidance
of the Russian Communist Party chiefs as before but
nou' rvithout any particular nomenclature ).

There is reason to anticipate that the Indian Com-
munist Party rvill bring out and use the strategy or
tactics of what Lenin called "revolutionary defea-
tism". To charge tnre communists of any countrl'
rvith indulging in high treason u,ill leave their
withers unwrung! For, a true communist has no place
for nationalism and patriotism for the country of his
birth and lineage, for he is wedded by indoctrination
to what he calls "proletarian internationalism."

So today rve find the members of the Indian
Communist Party embarassecl before the Indian
public and having to hide ancl prevaricate rvith re:
gard to their real lo1'alties to China as an important
rnember of the international -commrrnist bloc. Thev
perforrh remarkable feats of tight-rope-rvalking in
seeming to remain good Indian nationals rvhile
defending Chinese interests even in their aggression
into the Indian borders. They say that Chinese
inroads do not constitute aggression in any real
sense and adduce tlre so-called reason for the out-
ragcolls position thev tirke rrp thi.tt thc Indian borders
hrvc never been clemitrcatcrl orr tlre ground. Tlrr.
Chinese adl'trncc into u,hat rve call Indian territorv
is rcalll' on ach'anct, into Tihctntr tcrritoly u'lrich tlrt'
llritish lrtrcl falsclv clain.rcd for tlrtrnseh'es irs nrirstcrs
trf I rrcliri.

J'hc Conrrlrrnist P:rrtv l<.irclers are knou'n to lrc
c'arrving on a u4rispering carnpaigrr alonq tlre border'
ru'('lt.s to tlrc t'flt'ct iltat tlit'(ihirrt'.sc iurnit's lclrr.ss tlrc
lror<lnr slrorrld not bc rcgarrlerl as crrcrnies llrt ratlrer
irs "frit'nds oI tlrt. Incliln llcolllt' iirrrl tlicir tlnc libc-

rators" frorn capitalist masters and oppressors who
are now running the government of free India
under the leaderihip of Nlehru!

In such a situation, it can well be imagined what
the real inwardness of the communist attitude to-
wards Indian armed forces will be in any future
clash! Their ideology will teach and prompt them to
hope for the actuil defeat of Indian military units
and to wish for the victory of Chinese enemies and
aggressors!

It is in such a situation that the weapon of "re-
volutionary defeatism" comes in handy lo commu-
nist leaders!

For, if the national armed forces are defeated,
confusion u'ill enslre behind the domestic front.
Reoolution then becomes easier! The obiective of
communist technique ( namely to convert the pre-
sent bourgeois democratic government under Nehru
into the ffnal stage of true proletarian dictatorship
rvhich is to usher in the communist society) can
then be achieved. War and revolution are closely
allied.

Before the Russian Revolution of 1917, Lenin had
called for a conversion of the Tsarist imperialist war
into a civil war.

He defined tlre method more closely during the
Revolrrtion and used the iclea of revolutionary de-
featism for the prlrpose.

The Kerenskl, Government lost popularity for
trying to carry tl're rvar forrvard as an ally. of the
West"ern Powers against the Kaiser. Lenin cashed in
on this by urging-the doctrine of revolutionary de-
feat! He signed the Brest-Litvsk Treaty surrendering
vast provinces of Russia and allowed or sanctioned
the demobilisation of the defeated armies of the
Tsar.

So Stalin u'rote: "Thc Bolslreviks rnaintained that
the lesser evil for tlre pcople w'oulcl be the military
defeat of the tsarist government iIr the imperialist
rvar, for this would facilitate the victory of the
people over tsaldom. . . . Lcnin saicl that the pol-icy
of working for the defeat of one's ou'n imperialist
government must be pursued not only by the Russian
ievolutionaries but bv the revolutionary parties of
tlre rvorking class in all the belligerent cottntries."

This cloJtrine still star.rcls u'ith tht, stress on the
clircction for all n'orkitrg clnss c'onrtlunist parties to
rvork for thc d6:ftrirt rif tlrt'il ou'rr imperialist or
lrotrrgctlis <letrlot'ratic g()\'elrllll('nts. \Vc can there-
f.,t't"t'r,,tsotiabli cx;lt'rt tlris iclr:ologicirl "rcfirlcnrcnt"
l'r lrt' lllortglti ltli'il.r lo jrrstif'" lllr' r1'1';tqr-''11rlrlt' rlr'-
fcnc'e lrv thr: Irrdian t'oltrttttttists <lf tltc cllcltt\/ a!{!{res-
sion. lt u'ill strrpr:f1' thcir nlrtional colrscietlc'e' 'fher

yrrrlrlir' lritvt' to t'otttttt'rut't strt'lr trttitrttlcs ltrrtl lcirl-
iorc'e tlre cltrtv of tlre ptrblic: to safegttartl rtati<lnal
i rrrlt'1rt'rrlt'nce 

- 
r'r rrrl <lcrlt )cr a('\'.
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DELAY IN DELIVDRY OF SOVIET
GENENATORS

Unexpe-cted delays in the- delivery of power gene-
rators and other equipment from the Soviet Unioi are
cagsing serious concern to the Union Government, it
is learnt.

A highJevel review of the delivery schedules
undertaken last month is stated to have revealed that
of the 19 units of 50,0@ kW each ordered from the
USSB as part of the Third Plan., only eight or nine
may be commissioned by the end of the period. The
rest may begin production a year or even 18 months
later.

This will cause a shortfall of nearly 5m,000 kW
and further aggravate the power s,rppiy problem in
the country.

The procurement of these units is linked with
Soviet loans and trade agreements. A tearn of senior
engineers visited Russia recently to discuss the deli-
very programine with the manufacturers.

An inter-ministerial meeting was held here on
Saturday to discuss the implications of the engineers'
report. It was felt that if the manufachlrers were
unable to accelerate supplies, the Union Government
may be requested to take up the issue at the liighest
level' 

. - stctesman, May g.

FOR,EIGN STOOGES?

Rather belatedly, the February number of "The
Democratic Journalist", the magazine published in
Prague of the International Organisation of Journa-
lists, dropped through our letter box the other day.
From it we learned that in India here is a "dangerous
concentration of the Press-especially that written in
English-in the hands of a few groups or individuals,
who usually represent foreign rather than national
interests." We further learned that "it is essential that
those elements of Indian journalism should be
supported which are fighting against imperialism and
dependence on foreign powers."

Frankly, we were perturbed as we scurried off to
discover the names of our foreign share-holders whom
we had never known to have existed. Then rve re-
flected with relief that rve had a tolerable record of
fighting imperialism. Ilritish, French, _Dut_ch, Belgian
Portugirese and-we were about to add-Chinese. And
at thit we stopped dead. We lrad been about to
accuse a rnember of the socialist camp of imperialism.
A lrrdicrous idea, r'rre said to ourselves, irs we read.
rr prrge frrltlrer otr, that in Gertnzrny "oner part of the
Prcss is coustitntll' b:rnned although in that countrlz
official circles sper,rk claily about freeclorn rrnd derno-
crric\', asslrlrtirtu pttliaps that ir lic' c'onstinrtly rcpt'itt-
td. rirar, irr tlrrJt'ucl, l,tJtaken fol' thc trrrtlr" in Wcstcrrr

1()

Germany; of course, you understand. Who ever would
suggest it rnight be true in any other part of Ger-
many? Not "The Democratic Journalist" any way.

-lndinn Express, May 16.

INDIAN IIURT IN CIIINESE FIBING

A member of the Indian police personnel guarding
the Chinese trade agency ii faUtirpong was" injured
recently as a result of fuing from inside the agency,
according to reports reaching here from K4limpong.

The local authorities lodged a strong protest with
the Chinese and pointed out that they should not
any rnore indulge in.this sort of activity, the reportg
added.

The report said that the incident took place over
a month ago when someone inside the Chinese trade
agency was found firing in the direction of the police
line above a hillock overlooking the agency building.

-Times of India, May l0

CHINNSE NATIONALS IN INDIA

Two hundred and seventy-eight Chinese nationals,
including 54 minors were at present residing in Delhi,
the Minister of State for Home Affairs said in the
Lok Sabha. The ftgures exclude holders of diplomatic
passports.

Asked whether the Government proposed to restrict
the movements of these Chinese nationals, the Mini-
ster replied that for the present the restrictions im-
posed on foreigners under the Foreigners Act of 1946
and the Registration of Foreigners Act of 1939 were
considered adequate.

Five of the ehinese nationals in Delhi had been
asked to leave the country for anti-Indian activities
durinq 1961 and 1962. Three had left under their own
arranie-ents, one had to be deported and the case
of thJ fffth was under considerations he added.

-Hind.ustan Times, May 10

MISCIIIEVOUS WORK BY CHINESE EMBASSY

The Government of India has taken a serious view
of the mischievous propaganda being -carried on !V
the Chinese EmbasJy iir [lew Delhi-challenging the
territorial integrity of India.

It has lodsea i protest against the publication in
the Embassyts pe.i.idical. "ih;na Tqdgi" of material
questioning'th6 country's territorial limits and has

<iecided to confiscate all copies of the isstre in ques-
tion.-''Chinu 

Today" of May 5 has ptrblish-ed,- besides
the text of the ehi.,ete Note of April 30, 1962, accus-
ins India of intrusion into Chinese territory, some

on?-sicled extracts from the )'ear-olcl officials' report
giri"g a corrpletely rnisleacliirg picttrrt: o[ the Sin<>

Inclian borcler: clisprrte.
Sornc of the st bieaclings trnclel u-lliclr the extracts

have been published are ilerogatory to Indian senti-

rnent.
Unclcr Inclia's crinrinirl lau', iuryone challenging the
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territorial integrity of the country is liable to prosecu-
tion.

The propriety of the Chinese Embassy publishing
material of this nafure in New Delhi was questioned
in the Rajya Sabha today by the Jan Sangh leader,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee.

In response to a notice of motion for papers given
by him, the Minister of States for External Affairs,
Mrs. Lakshmi Menon, explained that, normally, there
would be no obiection to the Chinese Embassy
publishing its government's statements "but publica-
tion of this kind of extracts, etc., giving a onesided
.yersion stands on a different footing." Hence the
Home Ministry was issuing orders to confucate all
copies of the number.

Mr. Vajpayee then asked why action should not
be taken against the New Age Printing hess, which
brings out communi."t publications, for printing the
current issue of "China Today."

Nlrs. N{enon said that the Government was con-
sidering this matter too.

-Tinrcs of lnd;ia,lvlay 19.

BONUSES IN RUSSIA ORDER OF THE DAY

Wage payment policy in Russia is at present al-
rnost the exact opposite of the basic Communist
theory that payment or reward should be according
to need and that each should produce the best accor-
ding to his ability.

Bonuses and pay incentives are, on the contrary,
the order of the day and supposed to be applied
more intensively to agriculture to make this core of
the Soviet economy more productive. The incentives
are paid, whenever possible, on a piecework basis.
This, coupled with pressure to fulffl or over-fulffl
planned production quotas has, in both agriculture
and indush'y, often led to the sacriffce of qualitv for
quantity.

Where piecework ptryment is impossible, bonuses
are awarded for cutting costs or for improving
quality.

Even with increased pay and bonuses most Russian
workers will earn less than the equivalent of Rs 350
a month but, since wives generally work too, family
income may be nearer Rs 600 a month. Whether in-
centives to further earnings for more work will be
attractive after this point l'emairts to lle proved.

-Statesnuttt, N4ay 20.

IN RUSSIA TODAY IIIOII,E AND NIOITD
EXECUTIONS

Sovict excctitioners havc, l>ecn brtsicr irr tht' past
year than they ltad beerr Sta.lir-r's dar'.

Sorne 200 seutcucrcs of cleirtlr 111' 5111;1;ti11g u,trrc
c'lrrlicrl orrt irr ir )'('al'. acctlrclinq to rr \\rt'stt'rll sttl'\'t'\'

eilom Fird

of the Soviet press. Death sentences now cover a
variety of economic as well as criminal ofienses.

The recent history of capital punishment in Russia:
1947: Death sentence *abolished."

1950: Death sentence revived for crimes of treason
and espionage.

1954: Death penalty extended to cover murder.
1958: Extended again to cover "terrorism and

banditry."
1961: Extended to cover forgery, pilfering of State

property, currency speculation and counterfeiting.
1962: Extended again to cover blibery, assauli on

a pollceman and rape.

-U.S. Neurs C; World Report, May 7.

(PANCHAYATI RAI -Cont'd^fronr page 2)
An attempt can also be made in another direction.

The attempt should be to avoid elections altogether,
particularly at the village level. There is no reason
u'hy a village panchayat cannot be formed tlrough
common consent or through consensus. The attempt
should be at unanimity. Mr. Jayaprakash has recom-
mended this method in his writings on this problem.
Left to themselves the villagers will not ffnd it difi-
cult to pick out the right people from amongst them-
selves to work on their behalf in the Village Pancha-
yat. If there are more of such willing and competent
persons, they can be asked to undertake the work by
rotation. In extreme cases, the choice can be deter-
mined even by drawing lots. In case a wrong man
is chosen, the villagers can replace him the following
year. The system can be also followed in elections
io Panchayat Samitis and Zilla Parishads. Political
parties inierested in the proper functioning ,of
Panchayati Rai can help villigerl in finding out the
best people in theil localities to act as their_ repr_esen-
tatives. The villagers will welcome such advice,
provided it is disinterested. It will be disinterested
if there is no attempt on the part of parties to enter
the contest and rvin seats. In our country rve have
colne to attilch too mrtch importance to elections. We
resard it as the onlv metho-d for the constitution of
orfianisations. It shbuld be remernbered, however,
thit they can be also formed through- common con-
sent or by 

"ons".ttus. 
It will be desirable to emphasise

this point in the case of Villag-e P-anchayats 3nd
nerhabs also other institution of the Panchayati Rai'
tt *iti be then nossible to take all the rural people
together on the path towards development arrd pro-
g."r.. The bitte-iness and the divisions that ate

[enerated milnv a time b1'' elections can be then
lr'oidt:cl t() a \/cl'y large cxtent.

Ptnchiryati Rai is it stop in the: riglrt direction'
I'lrt'r<' u.r.i ,,u <lt,til,t clit,rg.'.i ,rtt tlrt' rvrt1" llrrt thcrc is
nt* ttr.' possibility' thai it ttrav rrvaken ther people

orrt of thc^ir ageolci slttrnller anci cnable them to work

iu a cooperative rttattncr f<l' progrcs-s rttrtl prosperitr.-

il i. ir-t tirat hope tlrtrt rtll Liglt-ihiuking pcrsons s'ill
n't'lcorne its intrrgrrration arrcl u'islr it sllccess'

11



With Many Voices
Voaas round wtth man;r voiccr. Comg, Jo*"lHTis not too late to seel a newer world." '

-Tennyson.

"Despite the curses against his name, Stalin still
lives in the social and spiritual foundations of Soviet
society."

-Milovan Djilas in Corusersation"s oith Stakn
quoted in Time Magazine, May 25.

A private industry operirting in the national interest
rnight be described as good as a nationalised under-
taking......As:r.rnartter of fact, to me the public and
private sector in India ha,ve very little rneaning.

-Dr. B. C. Roy, Chief Minister,,Y;:.*Htl:

rvanted to convert India into
r\4r'. K. Manoharirn quoted in

Hindustan Times, Mav ].

4

Eegistered No. 8-6854

Fellow travellers trre well known. They are not
members of the Communist Party, but othenvise they
are Communists who have no couraqe to call them-
selves Communists. Fellow-wandereri are very good
people u,ho are idealistic and who try to see !oo-d in
everything. But they are not able to understand the
subtleties of the working of the evil ways of Com-
m_unists and they get caught. They are the people
who are utilized by Communist friends mosl and
they (fellow-wanderers) never rea\ze they are
utilized.. . . . .We have got such people (fellow-
wanderers) in many parties, including my own.

-lvfr. Nlorarji Desai, Indian Finance Minister,, Thought, N4ay 19.

'We have to be wary of Mir Kassims and Mir Jafiars
amidst us.

-Krishna Menon, Hindustan Times, May 23

If democracy is not dissent, then how can it be
deftned?

-EdwardR'N'Iurrorvi?,#l'Jr"t3?t'f TiT-""t,tl:

/
/ lf Communism is proclaimed where there is, say,

,u/ one pair of pants per ten persons, and these panii
are divided equally into ten parts, rve shall all be
going rvithout pants. We rejeet such pants-less Com-
munism.

-Klrrushchev, Time Magazine, May 4.

YoIr Party has the right to demand any service of
you but not to dishonour you.
-Tinvney's remark s'hen Rarnsay i\{acDonald offered

him a peerage quoted in Neu Statesman, April 13.

The Government
"Hindia".

When will \4r. Nelrlu and lris henclimen rvho duti-
fully echo his economic and political incantations
realise that they are at least three decades behind
the times and that they do not lead the vanguard of
thinking but bring in the rear? This is proveii by the
fact thit their only' supporters today aie the equally
confused Indian comirirnists rvho 'have mortiagef
their minds alternatively to Nloscorv and Pbking
except rvhen in pre-indbpendence days, their co#
sciences, such as they were and are, remained in the
custody, under safe lock and key, of the dibtatorial
Mr. Palme Dutt.

-Frank N'Ioraes, lnclion ErTtress, lvlay 28.
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