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Prohibition and

Temperance
S. B. Mohan Das

IX/HEN Mr. Naik dramatically announced his State
VYGouerrrm"nt', liberalised prohibition policy,

serious thinkers and social reformers welcomed the
announcement as it represented rethinking on a very
complex question to which an over-simplifted, stance
had been given all these years. Mr. Naik's scheme of
liberalised Prohibition policy came into effect officially
on the lst of April 1964 in the State of Maharashtra.

But the central concept of Prohibition, as opposed
to temperance, still clings to the new policy. For
instance, inaugurating the "Prohibition Weex"' from
the 6th of April 1964, Maharashtra's Chief Minister
stated that the increased revenue the State Govern-
ment u,ould get, through permit fees and excise
duties on liquor, would be utilised to propagate the
virtues of Prohibition in the State! With equal
tongue-in-cheek came an announcement that the
Punjab State Government, no doubt, drarving lessons
from Maharashtra, proposed to sponsor the free sale
of beverages with 3.5% alcohol content, IN ORDER
TO tvIAKE PROHIBITION EFFECTMI!

Thc fundamental grievance about Prohibition is
that it denies any relevance to temperance or mode-
ration. Prohibition involves a false anti-thesis of total
s'etness, the two extremes denying the validity of
ternperance as a rational policy. While the liberali-
sation of the prohibition policy was welcomed on the
grounds that "stamping out of sin usually ends up by
stamping out the sinners only, and not the sin itself,"
there is an equal danger of the 'wet" excess just as

the rigid prohibition policy was the excess per-
petrated by the puritanic "drys". If alcoholism was an
'excess", prohitlition represented the antithetical ex-
cess in itself. Like any excess, it turned things into
their opposites. Reformers became rigid and into-
lerant reactionaries wearing their righteous wrath
on their sleeves. The politicians were affected by
straight-iacketry of the puritanic "drys" that they
failed to play their customary functions of conciliating
and composing opposing interests and mediating
betrveen extremes. The politicians became humbugs,
rvlro "r,otcd one \\'ay u'lrile they drank the other way."

In a brilliant analysis of the era of prohibition in
the U.S.A., Andrerv Sinclair in a recent book, vividly
;rortrays the social forces that were at play durir-g
the Pre-Prohibition, Prohibition and Post-Prohibition
Ilra in the country. If Prohibition was a form of
rivivalism-a "crusade that became a war of extermi-
nation because the saloons and churches were rivals
in the business of "cotxohtion", it continued to be a
war, a see-saw battle iu the post-Prohibition era
during which the pendulam swung to the other
extreme, but the war continuing all the same."

We, in India, have a unique opportunity to make
a balanced experiment avoiding prohibition and
alcoholism. The current Indian experiments, in libera-
Iizing prohibition, are to be u,elcomed for a variety
of reasons. Prohibition in India, like in USA, became
an ideology of rigicl puritanism, having no cognitive
powers for temperance and indoctrination cannot take
place without misrepresentation. To the prohibitionist
anywhere, there cannot be 'moderate" drinkers. All
those u'ho drink mtrst be "alcoholics"! The champions
of prohibition in India too, like in the USA, suffered
from the same characteristics as their counterparts
in the USA. Both s'ere rivivalists, x'ith a lot of
Xenophobic content in their make-up, detested the
grorvth of metropolitan areas, nostalgically longed
for the simplicitics, purity and "cleanliness" of tlre
village life, u'ithout vices. Both nurtured illusions
abotrt thc bearrtics of rural life ancl bolstcred up
such illusions b1' bountiful imagely of attunernent to
nature, the nostalgic "Ram Raj" of yore. They denied
the harsh and ugly reality of rural poverty, drudgery,
surplus manpower', unemployment, trek to cities and
found these too overrvhelming to comprehend, lest

We pay our humble tribute to the memory of our
great Prime Minister, leader of our country and
our people. Jawaharlal Nehru was the archltect
of modern India. It was he who steered the ship
of our nation in the directlon of moilernism and
towartls a society of freedom and equality. He
laboured hard for over fifty years in pursuit of
these ideals. A steadfast devotion to thosc ideals
and a courageous fight for their attainment will
be the best tribute that we can pay to him.
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they call for serious action to solve them. The puritans
rvere often in no position to offer meaningful conso-
lation and resented the alcoholic mistress offering
consolation though no solutions.

In Indian conditions, alcoholism has not yet been
such a serious rural problem so far, though it might
surely become so within the next few years, if the
pendulum swings to the other end in favour of the
"wets". There is a grave risk of the "wets" ushering
their "era" during the next years, with the same bigotry
and hypocrisy that dominated the "drys". The "wets"
are as prone to become self-righteous and abandoned
as the "drys" rvere in their hey-days, particularly after
years of suppressiorr with only clandestine outlets
available for their wet urges, Policy-makers like Mr
Naik, u'ho are trying nerv trails in Prohibition policy
s'ould do well to avoid moral stances if they think
of amendments to the present Prohibition policies
frorn a rational point of view and not merely as a
dernogogic measure. Because, while prohibition poses
serious moral problems, its opposite, of total repeal,
also poses equally serious problems; alcoholism is a
potent evil, recognised in France, Srveden, U.K. today
and u'e must not allorv it to fester here. A positive
policy rvould then have to take into account the
follorving facts:-

I. Consumption of beverages rvith alcoholic
content could be in "moderation".

2. Nevertheless, rvith the prevailing environrnents,
indiviclual and groups tensions could be and
are often verl' lrigh, and alcoholisnr offers in
such cases the consolation of forgetfulness or
escape from srrch tensions.

3. Substitutes to escape into alcohol lrave to be
devised. Since most of the people rvho drink
are not "drunkards" or "alcoholics", their urge
to driuk is of te n drrc to non-availirbilitv of
substitutcs.

4. Covernrnent could thercfore sponsor such
substitutes in the form of clean beverage drink
stalls rvhere alcoholic beverages rvith S.S1I

contetrt could be served freely', but rvith food;
food rcdtrces the effect of clnrnkenness.

5. The mantrfacture and supply of such beverages
should be, prefcrabll,, a rnonopoly in thc harrds
of Government itself, as pri'r'ate manufacture of
suclr beverages could lead to considerable
l'tbuses, It u'as due t<r such abuscs by distillers
and saloon-keepers that prohibition campaign
succeeded in tlre United States.

6. In India, toddy, beer and u'ine could be nrade
available for grcatcr consrrnrption, hard liquors
like whisky and rum have very high alcoholic
contcnt.

7. Todcly ltas some nutritional value, a sliglrt
Vitamin conterrt, aud nray lrc pernritted under
pl'oper sirfegurrlrls. Since tlre rnirin issrre of illicit
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distillation relates to drinks for the poor, todd]'
and its problems have the ffrst priority in thi:;
consideration.

' No one who remembers the ftlthy toddy shops,
round evbry corner in Bombay, during the days rvhcn
licenses u'ere sold by the Excise departments t<l th';
highest bidder, will subscribe to the complete repeal
of prohibition. The evils connected with the previous
policy during British days, were due to two reasotls
(1) the licensing of liquor to the highest bidder'
resulted in toddy vendors resorting to cheap adulte-
rated liquor and (2) in order to encourage the sale
of toddy, credit was given to the worker, the menial
servant, the poor consumer. There are many who will
recollect the drunken fights at street corners, not long
ago and the line of Pathans and toddy vendors wait-
ing at pay offices o[ textile mills to deprive the rvork-
ers of most of their wages. It is therefore necessary
to ensure that the quality of toddy and its alcoholic
content, at say 3.5% should be maintained. Govern-
rnent will have to carry out research, through Haff-
kines Institute, by rvhich toddy can be preserved for
a few days at the stated strength, the bottle being
marked for consumption, like a drug, before a certain
date. Government must undertake such manufactttre
through its own distilleries; this is one ffeld rvhere no
one should grudge government a monopoly in the
public sector. Government should not permit rvhole-
sale licenses, all over the place, and the strictest
control over sales according to rules should be
enforced. Reduction in excise duties rvill hamper
illicit disillation; high excise duties favour bootlegging.

It must be remembered that, by ancl large, the
u'orking classes and the aborigines have benefited by
prohibition, even allou'ing for all its abuses. \\Iotnen,
in u'orking households, have receivecl a larger part
of thc \\rilgcs of their mertfolk. Tliose rvho talk of
cnormous strms lost to Governtnent by elcise revetttte,
ancl in maintairring enforcement policy,-forget the
monetary benefit accruing to middle class and lorver
class people's households, many of rvhom still remain
larv-irbiding and do not flf in the face of established
litrv just to consume liquor. It rnay be rvell to remem-
ber as rvell that the repeal of prolribition has not
eliminated bootlegging in U.S.A.;' bootlegging will
continue in Bombay, evetr aftet' prohibition is relaxed,
because rvith the heary excise duties, tl're inducement
to make illicit liquor vvill remain. Excise duties s\orrld
not be fixed rvith the idea of gaining revenue. To try
to use high excise duties for temperance propaganda-
i.s an idlJ dream, helping neither the enforcenrent of
legal liquor consumpiion nor propaganda. What will
happen-is that the police will not have to fritter
o*ii itt valuable 

"tt"tgy 
over a very rvide area of

booilegging, rvhich rvai- tolerated, even encouraged
by geir6rally larv-abidir-rg citizens; ancl further, the
pblic'e rvill ile enablecl to cleal rvith rrtmost rutlrless-
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ness against the illicit distillers with the fullest
approval of all citizens.

__ 
In other rvords, rvhat is needed, rvhether in LISA,

U.K., France. Su'eden, Finland or India for thai
matter, is not a Prohibition policy, but a policy on
alcohol-consumption by the people at large to prevent
"alcoholism" and promote "temperancJ'. In other
words, India needs a 'temperance policy". In many
respects the Indian climate is very fivouiable, in fact
more favourable for a "temperance" policy tlan the
climate in the rvestern countries no* atrxious about
the growing 

-rate of Alcoholism. The existing religious
and cultural institutions in India are slrong-and
influential enough still to ofier the minimum amount
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of 'bonsolation" to the bewildered individual, aflicted
by the birth pangs of a new metropolitan and indus-
trial civilisation. It is still possible to evolve a tempe-
rance policy under rvlrich both the "dry" and "nret"
excesses rvill not recur.

Too often, the economic aspects, the "fundamental
rights" aspects, have dominated discussions concern-
ing prohibition and robbed the theme of some of the
important issues cited in the survey. There will surety
be other similar issues, of vital import, tvhich could
be discussed in the form of a seminar so that construc-
tive contributions should be made in treatment of
this question.

Cornmon Justice
Extracts front an gdd:ry gir:en. in christchurch by sir Guy pouels, the Neus

Zeal.and, Ombudsnwn, rcoieuing his first i8 montli in offie. 
-- - --

A LTHOUGH the personal element in the ofrce is{ rimportant, and I attend to every case personally
at some stage, I cannot do the work alone. I began
with an administrative assistant and a secretary-typist,
and have since added a qualiffed legal oftcei, an
investigating officer, and a shorthand-typist. I can
now c-ope s'ith complaints without any signiffcant de-
lay. They may have to rvait, generally-abJut a month,
for action, but if the mattir is urgent then it ii
tackled at once.

I have receir,ed 1,100 complaints between October,
1969, rvhen the office rvas established, and March,
f96{. I have fully investigated about half of those.
The remainder consists of those cases still under
action (about [i0) plus all those declined for want
of juriscliction, or rvithdrarvn by the complainant, or
not proceeded rvith for sorne other reason.

Of the half investigated, I have determined sUghtly
more than 20 per cent (107) to be justiffed. ThiJ ha;
led to rcmedial action of some kind, either in relieving
the -a-ctual complaint itself, or in ensuring that ii
would not-occur again, or both, or even lJading to
recommendations in a rvider field. In slightly more
than half-of the justified complaints, the departments
concerned have rectifted the matter promptly and
witholt waiting for my full investigation io be
completed-or, in some cases, even staried.

^ 
The complaints cover a rvide variety of subjects,

from annoyance at what a citizen regards as unneces-
sary."pin pricking" to complaints of wrongful loss of
of liberty or of rvrongful deprivation of property or
of property rights. I have investigated claimi thit a
discretionary decision rnade by- a department or
bga_rd- or statutary board has been unjusq complaints
of _failure to notify citizens of their rights or oi their
obligations, s'ith resulting loss or distress; allegations

of incorrect application- of legislation, and of injustice
or faults in statutes and regulations; conflicts between
public interest and private right; claims of unautho-
rised or improper activity by departments; and com-
plaints of unreasonabl,e delays and of negligence.

I have received relatively few obsolete or petty
complaints. I have, however, had a great -"ny "iilingoutside my jurisdiction and sometimes I have beei
sorry that I could not help the people concernecl.

-I.am clothed by Parliament s'ith extensive powers
of investigation-to summon rvitnesses, to heir evi-
dence on oath, to require the prodtrction (rvithout
Crou'n privilege) of official documents, to enter de-
partmental premises. My aim has been to conduct
investigations rvith the maximum informality consis-
tent u'ith full investigation. As departmeirts have
co-operated s'ith the production of complete records
on re<1uest, ancl have made officers available for inter-
vierv whenever they have been needed, I have not
had to resort to my coercive powers. Horvever, I
vvould not like to prophesy that recourse to the
coercive powers rvill never be necessary.

- \Vhen the cornplainant has supplied sufficient in-
formation to enable my investigiiion to proceed, I
normally 

-ask _the- department concerned for a report
and usually also for any official papers relating to-the
transaction. When satisfied that I have the depart-
ment's reply on 

-all significant points, I generallj, let
the complainant know the substance of t[e reply and
ask for comments thereon. This process goes 6n untilI am satisfied that all necessary facti have been
brought to light and arguments delivered. In the
meantime, I_ have proceedecl rvith such other inquiries
as_ I have thotrght necessary, including study of the
relevant law, the file papers, and an.v papers sub-
rnitted by thc complainaut. SometimeJ i find it
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desirable to ask the complainant (and perhaps others
rvhorn he vvishes to have heard ) or the departmental
o{Fcers concerned, to attend for discussion or exa-
mination.

Finally I rvrite my report. This is usually a full
one, containing a sunrmary of the evidence, a state-
nrent of any, lx* involved, my reasoning, my con-
clnsions, and rny recommendations (if any are called
for'). lvly reconrmenclations have no bindirrg force so
the report has to be fully and clearly persuasive.

Some of the more simple cases may serve as illus-
tration. There \r'as a small farmer who orvned and
u'orked a one-man farm in foothill country. He hacl
tr.,'o sons s'ho rvere deaf, and who had to be educatecl
iu special schools. He hacl been seeking to bu1, a pro-
perty next to lris farm rvith a view to settling his trvo
sons on part of it, so that the family could keep an eye
on them and hell: them. He had difficultv in raising
the money rerpired, and negotiations s'ith tlre seller
dragged orr.

Finally, u'lren he rvas rvell rvithin sight of obtaining
the necessary finance, the child rvelfare division of
thc education department stepped in and, in a very
short time, bought the land for cash. The department
prol:osed using the area for forestry instruction for
the inmates of a boys' training centre. The farmer
protestetl in vain, and the department refused his
request to be allos'ecl to lluv et'en a 130-acre block
rvhich imrnediateh acijoinecl lris. and s'hich he said
u'as too good for forestrv btrt u'otrld be verl' suitable
for lris bovs. IIe conrplainecl to rne. alleging undtre
secrec)' and spcctl on tlrc part of the <lepirrtrncnt,
ar.rd too adamant an attituclc.

\,lf investiqation satisfied mc tlrat the rlepartntent
had actecl in good faith, the superintendcnt of child
rvelfarc sat'ing he lracl 60 dclinrlucnt llols tri ue'iglr
in the scales against the farnrer's tn,o lrandicappccl
boy's. I di.scovelcd, lrou'cvcr, that therc u'irs a 100-rrclc
blocl< suitable onlv for forestrl, available near the
ts'o properties already mentioned. I suggestecl to
thc dcpartment that it shoulcl accltrire tlris I00 acres
and release thc 130 acres for sale to tlre fanner. The
clepartment evcnttrallv agreecl to tlris cortrse srrltject
to certain otlrer conditions, and, finallv, although
thosc othcr conclitions n'cre not fulfillcd, it agreed
to sell the 130-acre block to the farrner.

In another casc, 1l rnirn ancl his rvifc set off for a
tour of Inclia and Etrrope bv car. TIre car u'as bought
in Singapore lrut rvlren the couplc rvere driving
through Kashmir, the rvife suffered a serious illness
that dictated rcturn to Nerv Zealand at the earliest
possible time. The next boat left frorn Ceylon, so tlre
couple procceded tlrelc and embarked, leaving the
car in boncl in Colombo. Thc husband rvas unable
to sell tlre car in Ceylon, rvlrere it hacl becn ternpora-
rilv importccl on a triptl'rlrc onll', anr'l he rcqucstecl
a liccnce to inrport tlrc vclriclc into Ncrv Zcalancl.
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This rvas declined, and he appealed to me. I was
satisfied that the difficulties the complainant faced
\vere real and could result in serious hardship. I
thereford represented the special circumstances of
the case to the Comptrollcr of Customs, and a licence
rvas granted.

These two cases are representative of many cases
of hardship to individuals. tet me now instance one
involving principle.

Two coastal farmers were convinced that a pro-
posed drainage scheme would result in the flooding
of their land and they lodged objections. The com-
petent authority then, u'ithout consulting the objec-
tors, appointed an ad hoc tribunal of orre man-the
chairrnan of a neighbouring county council-to I'reat'

the objections. The farmers protested to me that strch
a tribunal offered no guarantee of impartiality.

I came to the conclusion that, as a matter of
principle, such an appointment was open to criticism
as it took no account of the interests of the obiectors,
and could be interpreted as an appointment made in
the interests of one side of the dispute only. I recom-
mended that the appointment should be vacated
and tlrat the authority should then appoint one man
on the nomination of the obiectors and one on the
nomination of the other side, and that these trvo
should agree on a chairmatr. The authority, s'ith some
reluctance. agreed.

Departmental carelessness and obdttracy are
illtrstrated by another case. The complainant applied
for a nes' importer's licence on November 15, 1960,

brrt receir,ed no reply. \\uhen he rvrote again on Feb-
ruarv 14, 1961, he rvas itrfornred that lris previotrs
letter u'as mislaid, bttt as the provision for nes'
entrants in lris field had been rT'ithclrarvn on Dccember
31, 1960, lrc rrrt longcr <ltralificcl fol a licclrcc. IIe
lnade persotral t'cprcsentatiotrs tlrcrr, ancl ovcr tlre
nc,xt threc lerrs. btrt s'ithorrt result, ancl he comp-
lained to rne. The Collector of Customs himself re-
erarnined the casc on receiving my inquiry, and
coucltrcled tlnt tlie complainant shotrld norv reccive
a crlrrent licence.

Libcrty today is tlrreatenecl on trvo sides-by a
militant political philosophy from outside and !y
strffocatioir from rvithin. The latter is probably the
rnore pressing, tlte more insidiotts, and the more
lasting becarrse it is based on the general acceptancc
of the fundarnental responsibility of the State fcr the
wclfare of its citizene-a principle rvhich now stands
alongside the historic principles of libe_ral democracy.
The-acceptance of this responsibility for rvelfare has

necessarily involved a great enlargement of the
area of State activity, and this has in a thousand
u,ays dircctly and indirectly affected the liberty and
interests of the citizen.

Solnetilnes thc consequent restriction of a former
liberty is thc ino'itable lrrice that has to be paid
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for social progless. Sometimes such restriction is
rnerely convenient to the enlarged Government ad-
rninistration. The Welfare Stato brings with it the
nced for s'at's of checking the growth of unnecessary
restrictions and the wrongful use of the wider autho-
rity of Government.

The Ombudsman is an oftcer of Parliament. He
must tread his own path, being careful to maintain
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his independence of both the executive and the
iudiciary so as to be able to build a tradition of strong
and irnpartial criticism of Government administration
on the one hand and of helpfulness to citizens in their
dealings with the adrninistiation on the other. If this
is achieved justice will be better served, and efficient
and huurane adrninistration will be promoted.

Courtesy: The Guorilian, London, May 14, 1964

The Food Crisis-Who Is Responsible ?
M. R. Pai

D) ECENT months have witnessed a few instancesI\ of food riots and agitation by some political
parties and organisations for nationalisation of the
foodgrains trade. While such an ill-advised step is
ideologically inspired, the fact remains that conti-
nuously rising foodgrain prices have posed a serious
problem to the country and some solution should be
found both on humanitarian as rvell as economic
grounds. The situation continues to be what it was
in 1959 when the Agricultural Production Team
sponsored b1. the Ford Foundation reported. It had
said:

"This is a report on India's food crisis. It reaches
the inescapable conclusion that an immediate and
drastic increase in food production is India's primary
problern of the next seven years. It points out that
rvithout enough food India's hopes for improving
htrman u.elfare, achieving social justice, and securing
democrao' u'ill become almost impossible of attain-
ntcnt.''

Norv' a crisis hirs been precipitated by the Food-
grains Licensing Ordel prornulgated by the Union
Government. The trade has resented this Order as
impracticable, had once threatened to go on strike,
and in Jaipur even rvent on strike for a few days.
The Governrnelt, after making some modifications
in the Orcler, has stuck to its guns.

At the convention of the Federation of All-India
Foodgrain Dealers' Associations in New Delhi, on
May 3, lines rvere drarvn by the trade as rvell as the
Government.

The Union N{inister for Food & Agriculture
expounded the basic philosophy behind Government's
food policy: The Government and society cannot
tolerate the larv of supply and demand to operate
in the field of foodgraiis. Therefore, discipline had
been ilnposed on the trade, as regards margin of
profits, returns of stock and sales, restrictions on
rnovenrent of foodgrains from one zone to another,
etc.

The trade expressed its conviction that the licencing
order was impracticable as well as undesirable and the
zonal system did not help to bring down prices. It
blamed the Government for failure to give suftcient
attention to increase in production of foodgrains. It
gently remonstrated that the blame for rising prices
is not to be laid at the doors of the trade, but of the
Government. Cooperatives came in for devastating
criticism. However, the trade agreed to abide by the
Order so that the market is not dislocated and the
consumers are not put to trouble.

The rise in foodgrain prices is to be traced to a
number of factors.

Basically, foodgrains production in the country is
not adequate to meet the demand rvhich is increasing:
first, as a result of rising population, and, second,
orving to the pressure of inflationary deffcit ffnancing
by the Government.

Because of the Soviet model of plauning adopted
by our Goverment, an attempt is being made to
invest resources beyond the normal saving capacity
of the country. Having taxed-directly and indirectly

-the country till it hurts the people, having obtained
all that the people can spare as loans and small
savings, (Public Borrowings), and having borrowed
generously from abroad (other people's savings),
and got some revenues from commercial enterprises
like railways, and telegraphs, the Government is still
short of funds. So, over Rs. 1,800 crores of deffcit
financing-in brief, the simple expedient of printing
currency notes to pay off Government bills-has been
resorted to since planning started in 1951. Conse-
quently, money supply with the public has increased.
Between 1950-52 and February 1964, money supply
rvith the public has increased from Rs. 1,848 crores
to Rs. 3,690 crores. Since most of the projects are
long-term ones, and the priority is given to heavy
industries, the balance between money supply on
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the one hand, and goods and services on the other, Comptroller and Auditor-General of India, the result
has been upset. Money supply has increased much is as follows;
more tlran gocds and services available for consurnp- Yeur lnoestmelt Restlt
tion. Consequently, prices have risen, and are still
rising.

The imbalance has been aggravated by the pattern
of expenditure under the Soviet model of planning.
In the Public Sector, which is to expand rapidly,
perrormance has been disappointing. According to the

1962-63 Rs. 1,294.11 Crores Loss Rs. 12.38 Crores
1961-62 Rs. 1,090.75 Crores Loss Rs. 10.60 Crores

In the meantime, the number of government
servants has progressively increased. At a glance, the
magnitude of the growing bureaucracy can be realisecl
from the following ftgures:

EsrrMarsD Elrpr,ovlrBNT rN PuBLrc SBcron

At the end of Central Govt.
the period Establishment

State Govt.
Establishment

Quasi Govt. Loml
Establishrnent Bodies TOTAL

1960
1961
r962

Sept. 1963

20,7L,200
2I,63,500
22,59,500
23,82,000

29,52,300
30,56,800
3r,66,000
32,59,000

7,81,500
8,59,600
9,83,I00

10,40,000

11,31,100
L2,40,400
14,00,800
14,94,000

69,36,100
73,20,300
78,09100
8r,75,000

Rs. 24.1 Crs.
Rs. 106.7 Crs.

Excepting those engaged in commercial ventures
like the railways, by and large, this bureaucracy is
unproductive. It acts as a drag on the economy' in
more ways than onel for instance, bv giving rise to
corruption, the mill through s'hich permits and
licences must be processed, thus impeding pr.oductive
efforts by private enterprise.

If inflation, i.e., general and sustained rise in the
price level, is the cause o[ rising foodgrain prices.
rvhy blame the trade s'hich rnerelv acts accorcling
to the laws of the market? By nationalising tlre
foodgrains trade, ideological considerations can be
satisfied, but not economic. The only result rvould be
to deprive of their livelihood over six lakhs of traders
dealing with an annual trade of over Rs. 2,000
crores, at about 600 well-organised nwndis in tlre
country.

The production problem rvould still remain. So
also, till present planning methods last, as a result of
inflationary economic policies, prices rvould continue
to rise. In addition, if rvar-time experience of
rationing, record of state trading in foodgrains and
the rvorking of the cooperative sector is any guide,
there would be a big increase in corruption and a
further price rise due to rvastage and bureaucratic
grorvth, and the consumer would be worse off.

The record of state tracling in foodgrains is one of
losses. The Audit Report (Civil) 1964 points out that
the losses on this account amounted to about Rs. 24
crores in 1962-63 and cumulative los.ses since 1943-44
Irave amountecl to about Rs. 131 crores.
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Centre:
AII State:

1951-52
1951-52

Source: Director General of Employment and
Ministry of Labour and Employment

The cost of civil administration has multiplied by

Training,

leaps and bounds.

1964-65 Budget: Rs. 81.8 Crs.
19el-65 Budget: Rs. 214.9 Crs.

One of the several instances of inefficiency in state
trading given in the report is cited below to show
the shape of things to come if state trading rvere
adopted:

''Extra expenditrrre due to loose bagging of u'heat

- At the ports of Vishakhapatnam and r"'ladras, rvheat
unloaded from the hatches of vessels is fflled in
grlnnv bags b1.' the Stevecloring Association. The
averaqe s'eight of rvheat per bag rvas about 186 lbs.
at Yishakhapatrram; tlre u'eiglrt rangecl from 185 to
198 lbs. per bag at lrladras. These ffgures \4,ere appre-
ciabll' los'er tlran the cafacity of a B. Trvill gunny
bag rvhich can lrold 205 lbs. of rvheat, after allorving
a nrargin of 5 lbs. for stitching, etc.

"It has been estimated that the failure to ffll the
bags to their capacity resulted in the use of about 2
lakhs of extra gunny bags at Vishakhapatnam during
the period July, 1960 to Decernber, 1961, and of
2.36 laklrs bags at lvladras during the period January,
1960 to Decernber 196I. The additional expendi-
ture inctrrred by the use of extra gunny bags
rvhich under the conditions of sale are given free to
the purchasers of wheat, has been estimated at Rs.
3.00 laklrs at Vishakhapatnam and Rs. 3.54 lakhs at
Madras. A further avoidable expenditure of about
Rs. 1.09 lakhs was incurred on the handling of a
larger ntrmber of bags at the storage depots, than
rvould h:rve been necessary, if the bags had been pro-
perly filled.

"Locking-trp of funcls: Out of 3,&50 bales of gunny
bags purchased in lr{ay 1961 ancl received by the
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Department in August, 1961, and stored in a godowrr
near Calcutta, only 228 bales were issued during the
period from August 1961 to August 1963. The balance
of 3,424 bales is still in stock (Augur;t, 1963), involv-
ing the Iocking up of Government funds to thc
extent of Rs. 17.05 lakhs for over trvo years. These
gunny bags were purchased at a cost of Rs. 166 per
100 pieces; the average price during the period
fanuary to August, 1963 ranged betrveen Rs. 108.40
and Rs. LL4.45 per 100 bags."

Cooperatives have an equally sad record. Many of
them are not genuine cooperatives, but are bogus
organisations started by politicians who want to make
quick money by trading (in many instances proff-
teering) in short-supply commodities. They seldom go
in for trade in items which are sold in a competitive
market.

It is ironical that while foodgrain dealers, many of
whom do not have the equipment and resources to
cope up rvith Government requirements of form-
fflling, under the new Licensing Order, are required
to ffll in forms once every three or six months. and
have to file income-tax returns once every year, many
cooperative societies go without audit for any length
of time, as is evident from the latest Reserve Bank
Report on Cooperatives.

A report in a Delhi paper of May 7, 1964, is typical
of the way cooperatives function and indicate the
Iikely state of affairs if the entire trade or a large
portion of it, as is reported to be the Planning Com-
mission intention, is handed over to the cooperative
sector:

'The co-operative consumers' store is saddled rvith
the problem of disposing of 500 bags of indigeneous
u'heat rvithout Iosing money on this stock.

"The u'heat was bought in the last rveek of lt'Iarch
for sale at Rs. 19.60 per 40 kilos. Then it u'as solcl
like hot cakes. But now prices have g<-rne dou.n and
there are no bul,ers at the rates offered.

'"The store authorities now ffnd that Rs. 25,000 in
stocks have been blocked and are trying to surrender
the r.vheat."

It is clear that neither state takeover of the food-
grains trade nor cooperatives is the solution to the
problem of foodgrain prices.

The solution lies, first, in the direction of improve.
ment in production. Land ceilings, and measures like
the 1'r' Constitutional Amendment have played havoc
with agricultural production by their general un-
settling effect. It is time to cry halt to such experi-
ments. The clear need is to run agriculture as an
industry wherever possible, as the sllccess of cofiee
plantations has shown. And, rvhere it is not possible,
to leave the farmer to himself and help him with
infrastructure facilities like irrigation.

Second, better care of food crops and storage.
Rccerrtly the Plant Protection Adviser to the Union
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Government disclosed that crops worth Rs. 1,000
crores wcre annually lost in the country owing to
incidence of plant diseases and owing to pests, insects,
rodents, etc.

Third, buffer stock operations combined with the
well-developed private market nrechanism can see to
the proper distribution of foodgrains to the consumer
at the minimum handling costs. But all these measures
will be useless unless there is a check to population
increase and change in the present techniques .-rf

planuing rvhich involves heavy deficit ffnancing.

Forecast: Cloudy, Windy

ThuS Spake Asoka Mehta:-

"It follows that we must learn to live with increas-
ing burdens, because then alone will rising incomes be
channelled to development."

February 22,

"The present generation which rvas a bridge bet-
ween the stagnant present anil a bright future, rvould
get 'trampled upon the process.' But that could not
be helPed"' 

March 22.

lvlr. Asoka Mehta warned the people that there rvas
no escape from an annual increase of Rs. I(X) crores
in taxation. The severest curbs on consturtption rvould
be necessary to ensure surpluses.

\,farclr 22.

Industrial grorvth frrils to trigger agrictrltural
growt'h. There is little of the spread effect inter-
sectorally and, therefore, intra-regionally. 

\{arch ?1.

"India had reached a difficult stage in its planning
for progress and if the ship was not to be wrecked
in the gathering storm it had to be steered through
with 'shared vision'."

Times of lnclia, April 10.

Allegiance to socialism grows, but there is no
corresponding consultation of the forces. Only rvhen
the sfiared i*u."n"st is matched by organisational
consultations can we hope to transform daunting
difficulties into levers of progress.

Times ol Inclia, APril 10.

I



Kashmir-A Plea For Fresh Thinking
V. B. Karnik

fT is not difficult to understand and appreciate ther bewilderment and resentment of the people over
the reopening of a "closed chapter" which, they feel,
is liappening over the Kashmir problem after the
release of Sheikh Abdulla and his talks with the
Prime lr{inister and other Indian leaders. For over
ten years it had been dinned into their ears that the
Kashrnir problem had been solved, that the people
of Kashmir had voluntarily decided to merge them-
selves into India, that they rvere contented and happy
ancl that the little difficulty that'renrained"rvas on
account of the evil intentions of Pakistan and the
machinations of England and America. The utterances
of Sheikh Abdulla therefore came to them as a rude
shock. The speeches were also unpleasant as they
destroyed the pretty illusion that they had been
persuaded to hug to their hearts as a reality.

There is no attempt even today to tell the people
the truth. They are still being fed on slogans, half-
truths and lies. Most of the leaders of the Govern-
ment and political parties, in power or in opposition,
vie u,ith each other in asserting and reasserting that
the accession of Kashmir is ffnal and irrevocable, that
the people of Kashmir have voluntarily decided to
throrv in their lot rvith the Indian people and that
there rvas nothing to be discussed or done rvith res-
pect to that issue. With just a ferv honourable excep-
tions the press as ir rvhole has joined the same chonrs.
The natural popular reaction is that Sheikh AMulla
is a traitor and betrayer and an ungrateful person u'ho
deserves to be locked in jail.

Thc fi,rct of tlte situatiou, horvevct', is that rvhat
Sheikh Abdulla is sttrting happens to bc largell' the

' tmth. The truth is that the problern of Kashmir is
not solved. The truth is that the people of Kashmir
never had the opportunity of expressing their views
on thc issue of accession. And the truth is that there
will never be peace and stability in Kashmir as long
as India ancl Pakistan continue to quarrel over the
issue. These truths may be inconvenient and un-
pleasant but, as long as they are ignored, Kashmir
will continue to be a festering sore in the body
politic of Indiar.

The problern of Kasltmir cannot bc regarded as

solved as long as the people do not get a government
u'hich they can consider as their orvn and which is
at the same time clean and efficient. Since the dis-
missal of Sheikh Abdulla, Kashmir has been mled
by persons and cliques who are regardecl by the
people of Kashmir more as the agents of Nerv Delhi
than their represent:rtives. The Bakshi regime rvas
rnoreover extraordinarill' 

"u.tr',tr, 
and inefficient. That
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it did not enioy even an iota of popular support be-
came crystal clear when the authority of the Govern-
ment, led then by Mr. Shamsuddin, a nominee of Mr.
Bakshi, collapsed like a pack of cards after the theft
of the sacred relic from the Hazratbal shrine. Mr.
Sadiq who succeeded Mr. Shamsuddin is in power
only for a short while, but he enjoys little support
in the State and in the legislature and is clearly a
nominee of the Government of India. The National
Conference, the ruling party, enjoys that status only
because no other party is allowed to function and
because the people are denied all political rights.
Elections were, no doubt, held twicc, but they were
more a formality than an opportunity to the people
to elect their rulers.

At the moment things appear to be quiet and
normal in the State. But it is a \/ery deceptive picttrre.
Any time the situation may get out of hand and any
cause may be enough for a general fare up. What
happened after the Hazratbal incident should not be
dismissed as a rare occurrence which will not be
repeated. Dispassionate obsen'ers who have seen
thiugs for themselves are generally of the vierv that
things are not going s'ell for India in the Valley.
India has poured a large arnount of rnoney in the
State, but she has not been able to win any good
s'iil. In the first place. the mone)' did not reach tlte
common man and. in the second place, bounty is no
substitute for self-ruIe. \\;hat the people of Kashmir
desire is self-ruIe. The present arrangements do not
give thern the feeling tlrat they have got it. The feel-
ing ma1' bc justificcl or unjtrstified; the important
point to note is tliat it exists, and as long as it exists
the problenr of Kashrnir rvill rerniriu unsolved.

On the issue of accession it is necessary to remember
a few facts. The accession of Kashmir is not of the
sarne type as tlre accession of other States. It took
place rvhen thc State rvas in imminent danger of
being overrun by tribal raiders acting under the
instigation of tlre Governrnent of Pakistan. It is a

Iimited accession restricted only to three subjects:
defence, foreign afiairs and communications. India
acccpted it as a provisional acccssir.ln as will be clear
from the follou'ing sentence from a letter written by
Lord Mountbatten, the then Governor General of
India to the lr{aharaja: "it is my Government's wish
tlrat, as soon as law and order have been restored and
the soil is cleared of the invader, tlre question of the
State's accession should be settled by a reference to
the people." On numerous occasions India made clear
her deterrnination to give an opportunity to the peo-
ple of Kashmir to express their viervs on it by holding
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a plebiscite. The assurance was given to the people
of Kashmir as well as to the United Nations. The
assrirance given by Mr. Gopalswami Ayyangar, the
leader of the Indian delegation, to the Securiry*
Council in Fe.bnrary 1948 may be quoted here. He
said: "!Ve accepted Kashnrir's ofier of accession at a
time when she was in peril, in order to be able e$ec-
tively to save her from extinction. We will not, in
the circumstances, hold her to this accession as an
unalterable decision on her part. When the emergency
has passed and normal conditions are restored, she
will be free, by meaus of a plebiscite, either to ratify
her accessiou to India ol to change her mind and
accede to Pakistan or remain independent. We shall
not stand in the way if she elects to change her mind."
Sirnilar assurances rvere given many a time by the
Prime Nlinister and other accredited leaders of our
country.

We are norv refusing to hold the plebiscite on the
ground that the Constituent Assembly and the two
subsequent general elections have already ratifted the
accession. In the case of the Constituent Assembly it
is necessary to remember that the resolution ratifying
accession was passed after the arrest and imprison-
nrent of Slieikh Abdulla. It is his complaint that after
his arrest members of the Assembly rvere bribed and
coerced into adopting the resolution. Whatever the
trtrth of the complaint, the resolution is not in any
case binding upon Sheikh Abdulla and he cannot be
blrrmed if he still regards the issue as open. It is
desirable also to remember rvhat Sir B. N. Rau told
the Securitl' Council. He said: "Some members of
the Council appear to fear that in the process the
K;rslrnrir Consiituent Assemblv might e.\press its
opinion on the question of accessiot . The Constituent
Assernl;ly cannot be phvsicallv prer-ented fronr ex-
pressing its opini<ln on this qtrestion if it so chooscs.
lltrt this oltirrion u'ill not bind rn1' Govcrnnient or
prejudice the position of this Council."

The argtrurcnt regarding ratification tlrrough tu'o
general elections is equally rveak. In the ffrst place,
accession \\'as never an issue in the elections, and, in
the second place, the elections rvere neither free nor
fr'rir. Except in the Jamnm area there u'as no rival
political party. Kashmir rvas a one party State ancl
both general elections were a one party affair. In the
1957 election in the case of 59 seats orrt of 72 securt:d
by the National Conference ther.e u'as no context. In
1962, 34 \\'ere uncontested. Thcre wcre several com-
plaints about illegal rejection of nonrination papers
ancl of tl.re use of bribery and force to compel candi-
dates to vvithclratv fror.n contests. The rvellknorvn
political cornmentator, Mr. B. Sltiva Rao has written
the following about these election results: "These
figures have been claimed as "ovenvhehning evidence"
of srrpport for the State's accession to India. But they
are too overrvhelming and create an element of sus-
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picion, since such massive majorities are not normally
known in truly democratic corrntries." Moreover, the
people did not enjoy any political rights. Repression
has been all along a constant feattire of the political
life in Kashmir. Even under Sheil<h Abdulia, rvhen
he was the Prime Minister, there was repression. It
rose to new heights under Bakshi Ghulam Mahorned
when there was not even an exclrse of an emergency.

The occupation of a part of the State by Pakistan
is a much stronger argument, It is true that Pakistan
s]rould have lemoved her troops from the areir of
Kashmir held by her. Pakistan lias failed to carry out
her part of ttre relevant resolution of the Security
Council. But is it legitimate to penalise the people of
Kashmir and deny them the right that belongs to
thenr for a rnisdeed of Pakistan? We are entitled to
ask for a vtrcation of her aggression by Pakistan, but
the latter's default will not justify our going back on
a solemn prornise that we made to Kashmiris and to
the nations of the rvorld.

Thele rnay be difficulties and dangers in holding
a plcbiscite; and a plebiscite rnay not be the onlv
rvay of ascertaining the rvill of tlre people. Sheikh
Abclulla is aware of this position and tlrat is why he
is prepared to consider other ways and methods. But
it is one thing to suggest alternatives and an entirely
different thing to cleny the necessity of giving people
an oppoltrrnity. We have repeated ad nauseant tlte
trite forrnula tlrat accession is final and irrevocable.
It is tinre 'rve devote some attention to ffnding out
a solutiou that u'ill be acceptable to the people of
Kashrnir.

Orclinarily it should be self-evident tltirt there rvill
be no peace and no progress in Kashmir as long as any
solution that mav emerge is not acceptable to both
India ancl Pakistan. One should not forget that tu'o-
fifths of Kashnrir is in tlre occupation of Pakistan and
tliirt it is ouh' tlrlough i.ln agrcclncnt *'ith the lirttcr'
that thirt irrea rvill be reunited with the other threc-
fifths of tlie State. \Ioreover, as Iong as tlre quarrcl
continnes, Prrkistan rvill rniss no opportunity to create
and forrrcnt trouble and discontcnt in the Inclian part
of the State. As ir result Kashnrir rvill be in ir statc.
of perpctual instability, This rvill be harmful to
Kaslrmir and u'ill also be n constant clanger to crtnr-
rnnual harmony in both countries. It is the realis:rtion
of this fact that has persuaded Sheikh Abdulla to
insist that a long-tern.r ancl satisfactory solution of the
Kaslrmir problern rvill not be possible rvithout an
agreernent bets'een Inclia and Pakistan. Irr enrphasis-
ing this position he has kept in nrincl interests of not
only Kaslrmir but the Subcontinent as a rvhole and
morc ptrrticularly of minorities in both countries. I.Ic
lnust be complirnented on aclopting such a broacl, cos-
mopolitan ancl hurnanist point of vierv.

As agairrst such a lrroatl, cosmopolitan ancl htrmanist
point of vierv tve havc been adoptirrg so far rtrainly
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a technical and legalistic point of vierv. Kashmir is
legally a part of India, Pakistan is therefore an
aggressor and must be asked to vacate her aggression,
having become a part of the country, Kashmir can-
not claim self-determination, her accession is final
and irrevocable as there is in law no such thing as

a provisional accession - has been the burden of our
song for the last fffteen years. Whatever its legal
merits, we must admit that it has failed to carry con-
vi:tion to most nations. Even if lve discount the
indillerence and opposition of the major Powers of
Europe and America, horv do rve explain our failure
to win support amongst a large number of Asian and
African countries?

The present position is that we have tcl rely mainly
upon ihe veto of Russia and th6 support of her
satellites. This position in which rve ffnd ourselves
landed should give us sorne food for thought.

If some dispassionate thouglit is given to the
rnatter, it will be realised that such broad issues as

a people's claim to self-determination appeal to the
world conscience more than the assertion of a legal
right. As a party aggrieved by the aggression of
Pakistan, the sympathl' of the rvorld ought to have
been u'ith us. But it is not rvith us because rve do
not appear to be behaving in n iust and equitable
manner s'ith the people of Kashmir. The sooner this
position is rectified the better rvill it be for the inter-
national reputation of India.

Apart from reputatiou, even the security and the
integrity of the country are at stake in the quarrel
over Kashmir. It is the uuanirnous opinion of all
rnilitary' experts that the Subcontinent must be
defended as a s'ltole and not as trvo mufually
antagonistic parts. The armies of the ts'o countries
are todal'rangecl against one another and not against
the northem neiglibour u'lto threatens tlte securit\'
of both. There are many difierences s'hich separate
India and Pakistan, but the Kashmir problem is the
most important amongst them.

It is desirable to solve that problem so that the
relations bets'een the two countries may improve. An
improvement in those relations is also necessary for
the safety of the minorities, We are a secular State
and we afford all possible protection to otlr minorities,
but rve cannot alu'ays stop or prevent reactions to
rvhat happens in Pakistan. It is possible that even
after the solution of thc Kasltnrir problem Pakistan
may not change her attitude towards India. Even then
an attempt should be made so that the world may
see and realise that India has done all that is humanly
possible to improve the relations.- The Srvatantra Party has ptrt forward a point of
vierv in this connection u'hich deserves thoughtful
consideration. At a meetir.rg of its Parliamentary Board
held in N{rrdras it adoptcd ir resolution on Kashmir
u'hich states inter alia: "This Board is of the r"ierv
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that, whether the accession of Kashmir to India be
considered in the light of the statements made by
Inclia's Representatives before the Security Council
in Februgry-N,Iarch 1948 as provisional or, as a result
of what has happened later, a completed accession
to India, it should not stand in the lvay of a re-con-
sideration and re-adjustment in order to attain Indo-
Pakistan amity, thereby strengthening India's security
against foreign aggression and helping the progress
and prosperity of both lndia and Pakistan." The
resolution further states: "No decision in politics,
particularly when it relates to matters which involve
India's security against foreign aggression, should be
cleemed final or irrevocable, so as to prevent re-
thinking and revision for advancing the welfare and
secrrrity of the cot ntry."

We are a secular State and we do not believe in
"the two nation" theory. But is it necessary for that
purpose to retain Kashmir in India against the will
of her people? We have alreadl, given convincing
proof of our secularism by giving equal rights to our
l\{uslim citizens and by refusing to allou' considera-
tions of religion, caste or commrrnity to have any
influence on orrr public policy. Will it not be a greater
trirrrnph of secularism and a nrore effective repudia-
tion of the ts'o nation theory if Kashrnir is reunited
ancl enabled to exist and grorv as a secular State
u'ith its trluslinr and Hindrr residents living together
in anritl' ancl equality, if necessary, even as a separate
entitr'? \\'ill it not be a greater ideal to strive for?
.It is difficult to saf if it s'ill bc attirined. for much
depends on Pirkistan and it is not possible to predict
its reaction. Sheikh Abdtrlla is visiting that cotrntrl'
to explore possibilities and the best thinq tltat can
be done at the rrron'lcnt is not to creirte fresh cornpli-
cations anrl to s'ish hinr succ('ss in lris missitln.

\\'hethcr Shciklr,\ltclrrllir sttccct'cls tlt ttot. it rvill
bc necessarl' to give fresh thouglrt to the problern of
Kashmir. The sirrlru.l rltto caunot contitrtrtr. It is ftlll
of dangerous possibilities. One course of action that
is suggcsted is the frrll integration of Kashrnir through
the abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution.
Those rvho advocirte this course appear to have for-
gotten thc circurnstances ttncler rr'ltich the Article
came to be inclucled in the Constihrtion. It rvas

drafted to nrake yrrovision for the special position
enjoyed by the State of Jammu and Kashnrir. The
Article is of a provisional character but it canlrct be
abrogated or altered unilaterally or as stated in
proviso to clause (3) rvithout a recommendation of
the Constitucnt Assembly of the State. In a speech
delivered at the Constitueut Assembly in August 1952
Sheikh Abdulla, rvho rvas therr the Prime N4inister,
explained the significancc and irtrport of the Article.
Hc said: "Herc I s'oultl likc to point out that the
firct tbat Articlc 370 lras bccn nrentionecl as ir tem-
porar)' provisiolr iu tlrc Consittrtiorr cloes not meatr
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that it is capable of being abrogated, modified or
replaced unilaterall,v. In actual effect, the temporary
nature of this Article arises rnerely from the fact that
the power to finalise the constitutional relationship
between the State and the Urrion of India has been
specifically vested in the Jammu and Kashmir Con-
stituent Assembly. It follows that whatever modifica-
tions, amendments or exceptions that rnay become
necessary either to Article 370 or any other Article
in the Constitution of India in their application to the
Jammu and Kashmir State are subject to the decision
of this bovereign body." This view of the Article was
not challenged then and has not been also challenged
so far.

Curiously enough Communists and Socialists have
ioined the Hindu Mahasabha and the Jan Sangh in
putting forward that demand! It must be conceded
that it enjoys a measure of support in the country.
The course is .rot, however, easy. It may provoke
violent reactions in Kashmir. Pakistan on its part will
not remain a silent spectator. Clandestinely and other-
wise, she may give all possible support and en-
couragement to those in Kashmir who are opposed to
the Indian decision. It cannot be denied that there
are many in Kashmir who will ffnd themselves in that
position. They have made clear on numerous
occasions their opposition to integration. It is likely,
therefore, that an attempt to impose integration may
involve us in largescale repression and suppression
rvhich will not reinforce internal stability or add to
our reputation abroad.

The other course could be to der ise, in consulta-
tion rvith the accredited leaders of Kashmir, an
appropriate method for ascertaining the desires of the
people and to give effect to it. This could be done,
if necessary, on a regional basis so that the people of
the clifferent regions of the Statc qct irn opportunitr'
to give expression to their prrticular dcsires. Oncc
the rvill of the people is ascertained, it should be
given effect to irrespective of questions of prestige
or legal technicalities about sovereignty and accession.
It 'h,ill be necessary, in case the Kashmir Vallcl'
decides to remain separate, to provide safeguards for
our lines of commuriications. and clefence and to
secure international guarantees for the preservation
of the integrity and autonomy of the separate territory.
With goodwill on both sides it should not be difficrrlt
to get the safeguards as well as the guarantees. T'he
most important point, horvever, is that rve nrust
realise that the Kashmir issue is, as statecl by \,1r.

Jayaprakash Narayan, "a moral and political issue"
and not a quarrel over legal technicalities. It may
be also remembered that the position thtrt Kashmir
enjoys under the Constitution is not the sarne as that
of other States of the Union. A perusal of Article 370
rvill make it clear as also all the special provisions
rnade for the State during the last sixteen years.

.\
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The fact that the talks between the Prime lr,tiiister
and Sheikh Abdulla are continuing, that the latter
has found some "basis" for contiuuing them and that
he u'as hopeful of finding a solution "that would be
equally acceptable to India and Pakistan and would
assure the Kashmiri people a'place of honour'without
weakening India's secular basis"' should give some
comfoit to those who are anxious' to ftnd an early
solution to the problem. The Prime Minister deserves
to be complirnented On keeping an open mind and
not adopting a rigid attitude so voiceferously de-
manded by sorne of his colleagues and many public
men in the country. Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri, who
has during the last ferv months shouldered the main
burden of the complicated Kashmir affair, also
desewes similar praise. They should, .however,
remember that cornhunal forcei are gettinf stronger
in the country. They are making themselves attractive
and ale securing support in unexpected quarters by
rvearing the mantle of nationalism and secularism and
anti-imperialism. They are making full use of all the
crimes and misdeeds of Pakistan in order to mobilise
public opinion against any reconsideration of the
Kashmir problem. A curious unity has developed bet-
rveen the commnnal forces on one hand and the
Socialists and Communists on the other hand. Very
ferv are the voices of sanity like those of Raiaji and
]ayaprakash Narayan and a few others. Unless the
Prime \linister and other Congress leaders take the
situation boldlr, in lrand they nray prove voices in the
rvilderness aucl the country may slide dorvn the path
of communalism.

This is ir pleir not for any partictrlar course of
action. It is a plea for rethinking on the issue. It is ir
plea f<;r a realistic evaltration of a problern u'hich yet
rernaius to be solvccl. It is also a plea for not sult-
oldinating rnolal cor.rsidcrirtir.rns to considerations of
prestigc' lnd legal fornttlities.

Chincse tlirections for use: Insert opener, turn to thc
Ieft and slowlY roll uP!

Cotrrtcsl': Ii.P.r\'
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With Many Voices
Moans round with many 
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'Tis not too late to reelc a ncwcr world."
-Tcnngson,

"The more I see of men, the more I think of Indeed, I harbour the conviction and hope that it
women." is only Sri Jawaharlal Nehru that can mike India

-One of memorable sayings of Nancy futor, passed accept the necessary sacrifices for the purpose of Indo-
on, May 2. Pak amity.

-C. Rajagopalachari, Swaraiga, N{ay 23.

Our adventure rvith democracy has been an ex-
pensive disappointment.

-C. Rajagopalachari, Swaraiga, May 2.

is 'the illusion that one woman differs from

-H. L. Mencken quoted in The Spectator.

Love
another.'

Chavan's mission is a dangerous one. The US trap
is set, ready to catch India the moment we put our
foot in it.

-Editorial, New Age, May 3.

What is inconrprehensible to n're about the Don
juan is that he is u'illing to undergo so many hours
of vertical tedium for such a short interlude of
horizontal satisfacti'n' 

-Alan Brien in The spectator,

Now if Krishna Menon were really the Congress-
rnan he rvould like us all to believe him to be, and
not the crypto-communist he really is, why should the
Communist leader of the Rajya Sabha have been so
very rvorked up about \{rs. Gandhi's comments re-
garding him?

-OPinion, Ma1' 5'

When \lr. Krishnamachari indicated the limit of
rnone)' po\\'cr h1' saying - ")'n,, can bribe probably
a hundred people, probably a tltousand people, but
,vou cannot bribe 400 million people" - he rvas think-
ing of his own election, and completely forgetting the
role money plays in rvinning elections for the Congress,

-Piloo Mody, Llarch of the Natiott, May 9.

Sir, The Archbishop of Westrninster is advisiug
married couples of the value of joint prayer as an aid
to the problem of family planning. One rvonders
rvhether srrch advice is to be taken, "before", "after",
or simply "instead of'? Yours faithfully, lr4. Freedman.

-Letter h Guardiatr, London, May 14.

Leaders, instead
being led away.

of giving a lead, arc themselves

-R. D. Birla, Current, May 23.

India, it was said, rvas Churchill's 'blind spot'. For
many of our public nlen. as imperialistic as he s'as
but devoid of his greatness, Kashmir is like a cataract
in the eye.

-K. N. S, in Suuralya, \lay 23,

I do not like thc commuuists. I like neutralism, but
the conrmunists try' to destroy' the neutralists every
time, so from norv on, I announce that all rvho are
against communists I rvill support and my neutralist
forces u'ill join them in the fight.

-Gen. Kong Le quoted in Tinrcs of lndia, May 21.

Nikita Khrushchev is the greatest farm expert of all
time. He sou's in Kazaklrstan and reaps in Canada.

Quip circulating in U.S.S.R. quoted in
U.S. Neu;s & WorIcI Report, May 25.

He (Khrushchev) was the most loved visitor to
Egypt since Anthony barged in on Cleopatra.

-Tinrc,lt{ay 15.

Cornnrunisnr does not travel by taxi.
' -King \{ahendra quoted in Tinw, N'Iay 15.

What Tek Chand Rcport onitted:
"The lrdaharajah (Ranjit Singh of the Punjab) said

he understood that there rvere books rvhich contained
objections to drunkenness, and he thought it better
that thcre shorrlcl be no books at all than the."- should
coutain such foolish notiorrs".

Ernilv Eden in "Up the Country".
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