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Social Control Over Politicians
M. R. Pai

OLITICS can be described as India's biggest and
most flourishing industry today. Democratic socie-

ties need politicians, who are primarily devoted to pub-
lic service, in order to give to the community the neces-
sary self-discipline to avoid the imposed discipline of
dictatorship. But, when politicians forget this basic
principle and make a living out of politics, then they
can be described as professional politicians.

It is said that a statesman looks to the next generation,
whereas a politician looks only to the next election:
A professional politician in India looks to the next
defection. The very fact that about 10 per cent of legis-
lators defected their parties within about a year of
the fourth general elections and forced by-elections in
three States is an insult to the electorate and an indi-
cation of the magnitude of politics as an industry.

If Indian democracy is to survive, it is high time that
social controls are imposed over politicians. To do so,

it is necessary to find out how politicians operate.
In the ffrst place, while most of them condemn busi-

nessmen as creators of an acquisitive society, the
politicians have set up for themselves a perquisitive
society.

The perquisites ( free benefits and amenities at tax-
payers' cost) are staggering. A Union Cabinet
Minister draws a monthly salary of Rs. 2,250, but an
estimate by Comptroller and Auditor-General put the
perquisites enjoyed by him at Rs. 17,000. To list a
few: free bungalorv, free furnishings, free garden
tools, and seeds, and four gardeners ; free car ( gene-
rally, limousines from the State Trading Corporation,
meant for tourist trade), free petrol for travel, free air
travel, and free foreign trips ( without botheration of
"P" form); free phone and any number of free local
and trunk calls; Central Health Scheme benefits at a
nominal cost of Rs. 12/-; free electricity and water.
Although there is an informal ceiling of Rs. 200/- per
month on this item, a recent report said over half the
ministers exceede<l this. The Home Minister, Ivfr.
Y. B. Chavan, toppecl the list *'ith Rs. <56r- (rvhcn
the "anachronistic" privy purses of princes are abolish-
ed by him, the prince who draws the lorvest amount of
Rs. 190/- uill hclp the national escht:rlrrcr to pav thc

Home Minister's water and electricity bill for about
10 days). Even electric bulbs costing Rs. 2/- are
replaced by C.P.W.D.!

In socialist Norway, by contrast, the minister gets
Rs. 6,500/- per month and free travel only for official
business. No house or other perquisites are given.

Our Members of Parliament have not lagged behind.
Recently a bill has been introduced in Parliament to
enlarge emoluments and amenities to M.P.s. The
benefits at present are: Monthly salary of Rs. 1C0l-;
Rs. 31/- a day for attending session ( and with a sleight
of rules, by signing the muster once, attendance is
ensured for 14 daysl); free phone and 3,600 free calls
a year; free first class travel all over the Indian Rail-
ways, plus free air travel for each session (once again,
an M.P. can draw tlle air fare, although he travels for
the session by rail-how flattered would be the com-
pany directors who are accused of attending many
board meetings in one trip and drawing travel
allowance from all firms to find themselves in such
eminent companyl). Then there is Central Health
Scheme benefit on nominal payment, subsidised
furnishings and housing. A press report gave the
following comparison of rent charged to M.P.s and
market rent for different types of quarters: Rs. 61i - -
Rs. 350/-; Rs. 81/- - Rs. 400/-; Rs. 150/- - Rs. 750/-
and Rs. 300/- - Rs. 2,500i-.

The latest bill seeks increase in allowance to Rs. 50/-
per day, free house, furnishings, phone, water and
electricity, postage, railway pass for servants and
free "other amenities" (what this omnibus phrase
means only time can tell ). Stenographerial assistance
is also sought.

M.L.A.s, and elected representatives at a lower
level have also built up a sizable nest of perquisites.

The second way in rvhich politics has become a

indusby is by converting the Public Sector into a

Society for Rehabilitation of the Politically Crippled.
Ministers who lose elections are dumped on this
Sector. The Heavy Engineering Corporation at Ranchi
is one of the most mismanaged government concerns
where one would expect a technocrat or top business
executive to be put in charge to handle the Rs. 250
crore investment. It is distressing and disgraceful
that a discredited politician has been appoint-
ecl its Chairman. A iudicial inquirv has held Mr. K. D.
N,[ala"'iva gui]tv of improprictr. in his conclttct As rL

Central Nlinister, ancl yet he has been appointed Chief
of this project, an appointment which would clemora-
lisc tlre' tcchnical staff u'hic]r crlrl nevcr expcct to conrq)
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to the top. Likewise, appointments are knorvn to be

made in Public Sector not on the basis of qualifications,
but relationship to professional politicians.

The third avenue for livelihood for politicians is

"cooperatives". The genuine, voluntary cooperative

movement built up by dedicated men like the late

Vaikuntlal Mehta exists only in very few cases. The
major area of cooperation is covered by bogus organisa-

tions. One can substantiate, by documentation, the
charge that cooperatives have become a means of
transferring public funds into private pockets of pro-
fessional politicians who control them. The coopera-

tive credit societies'"overdues", according to a Reserve

Bank of India report, have increased to Rs. 144 crores

in 1965-66. In previous years they were Rs. 112 crores

and Rs. 92 crores respectively. "Overdues" are one

aspect. The other is the pocketing of ill-gotten gains

through trading on monopoly basis or in scarcity items.

For instance, monopoly procurement of foodgrains
entrusted to cooperatives results in denying a fair
price to the farmer and in charging an exorbitant price
to the consumers. For instance, cooperatives in Andhra
bought maize at Rs. 70 per quintal and sold it at Rs.

130 per quintal.
Yet another field where professional politicians live

on the sweat of citizens is trade unions' Trade unions

should be an integral part of democracy provided it is

run by either internal leadership or dedicated outside
leadership. Today rvorkers are led by professional
politicians in many instances. These leaders misuse the
trade unions for political purposes such as "bandhs" or
personal aggrandisement. Mr. George Fernandes, a

Bombay Union leader, in the course of evidence in
the High Court, admitted r.r'hat has knou'n to be the
prevalent pattern in many trade unions, particularly
thosc controllecl by commttnists. He said that his

trni<lus hacl collcctecl funcls for his elections.
That there is <livcrsion of funcls collected from poor

rvorkers to the pockets of professional politicians rvho
leacl them, and their parties, is amply conffrmed by
figures of unions not submitting annual returns; this,
in spite of the fact, a large number of them are not
strbject to statutory arrdit. In t95l-52, of 4,623 registe-
red uniorls, 2;067 did not file returns; in 1956-57, of
8,554, 4,155 clicl not; and in 1964-65, of 19,801, as many
as 6,[]01 clid not for obl'ious rcasons.

I'Iu.ing cxhaustccl thesc potentialities, the pr'ofes-
sionirl po|iticians lritr''<,' rros, ttrrut'cl their greeciv e)'es on

tirt' lrt,;tirrc'ii\'{' I)li\itt(' s('(.{r)l to li"t o[I ii;; partrsitcs.

Social cotttrul of c<rtt'ttttcrci;.rl lranks. fol instrtrtccr, is
rrotlrirrg lrrrt politic'rrlisrttiorr of' tlri.^ irclristrv itr sontc
u'uvs. l:rr<k'l' tlrc gtrist' ol cxllr'r'ts, lloliticiirrrs, rrilirotrL
('\l)r.r'i,'rt,. r)l lr:rril,i:,g 'i Ilrt' ( oiirrrr( i t il,l l ot'ltl. ltrt'
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getting on the boards of commercial banks eventually
to play ducks and drakes with funds belonging to
depositors (who, strangely enough, were not even
consulted on the clranges! )

If democracy is to survive in India, it is high time
that restraints are placed on politicians. Some social
controls are outlined below:

( 1) All perquisites should be abolished. High
salaries, commensurate with responsibilities, should be
paid to Ministers, M.P.s, M.L.A.s etc. Let them pay
taxes on these salaries, and buy everything at market
price as rest of the citizens do. There will be resistance
from many of them in implementing any such sugges-
tion because they advocate ceiling on income on
private citizens while enjoying all beneffts without
cash income through perquisites. For purpose of public
consumption, they accept only modest salaries!

(2) All of them should be made to publish annually
a statement of their rvealth and income.

(3) Elected representatives should be forbidden
contact with administration. Once this is done, all
trafficking in licences, permits etc. will stop.

(4) Public Sector should be purged of political
appointees. All units should publish annually names of
relations of Ministers, M.P.s and M.L.A.s.

(5) Government loans should not be given to coope-
ratives of which M,P.s, M.L.A.s and other elected
representatives are office-bearers.

(6) Cooperatives should be denied monopoly trad-
ing, but encouraged to compete lvith other channels
of trade.

(7) Name of office-bearers of defaulting coopera-
tives should be published annually.

(8 ) The Indian Trade Union Act should be amended
to ban outsiclers from any form of association rvith trade
uuious, to bcgin u,ith, rvherc thef arc nnions of rvhite
collar s'orkcrs.

(9) Statutory audit of all unions, and lery of fines
on unior.rs defaulting in filing returns are also essential
steps.

(10) Size of lvlinistries should be restricted to about
10 or 12. This u'ill cliscourage defections for the sake of
office.

\\'hilc' tlrt'se alc, some spccific r)reasrrres of social con-
trol, ancl can bc, cnltrrgecl trpon, thc best control js

introcluctior.r of conrpctition irr yrolitic--. People <lf rnealts
r,.lro r'lur crrlcl rrrililit.s slrotrl,l rlo so urrd r'lrir'<'orrt lrro-
fc'ssionnl poli{ir.irrns. Lr ltirrratelr', as Graharn \\'allas
said, ptxvcr ablrors vilcuunl. It is tlre vacullm created by
1'rLiirrlt' rii tolr..liri,.ilr, lr,rliiit irLrrs iiirLt lrlr,; lt'il lr, tlttr
, ]111 1(1,',rr.,' ol rr r,lli.,r: .l 1llr:l't.sioiritl lloliiiciitrts.



Th e Viet Nam Peace Tallcs
"Atreya"

A FTER the dramatic announcement by President
A lohr,ron on the 3lst of March that he rvas not a
contender for the Presidential nomination and he was
ordering cessation of bombing of North Viet Nam,
quite a lot of political and ideological mileage rvhich
his opponents sought to derive over the Viet-Nam rvar
in U.S.A. and outside became impossible. In the rough-
house game of open politics in the United States in a
Presidential election year, the United States was also
a profitable arena for the Tet offensive as rnuch as

South Viet-Nam was, in the calculations of the Com-
munists. President Johnson neecled to come out rvith a
dramatic counter attack to deal more u'ith the critics at
home in United States than the North Viet-Namese
Communists.

The stopping of bombing of North Viet Nam neces-
sitated a positive response from Hanoi for initiating
talks with ihe United States, especially after dropping
of more than hints in the past that if bombing is stop-
ped there tt:illbe talks. Though agreeing to the opening
of talks, the North Viet Namese sulked about the
venue for talks. They obstinately insisted on the
Cambodian capital and \4/arsaw as the only venues
acceptable to them, while the United States preferred
a choice of 30 alternatives including one of ship-boarcl
confabulations aboard an Indonesian rvarship offered
bv the Indonesians. Finally, the North Viet-Narnese
accepted Paris as the venue and talks have started
bet*'een the United States and the North Viet-Namese
delegation.

\\zhat are the prospects that could be envisagecl
during the current talks in Paris? With rvhat moti-
vations do the respective parties view the talks? Ans-
rvers to these questions will indicate rvhether the
talks n'ill have any u'orth's'hile results or not.

Tlre Vict Nnm s'ar lras becn fouglrt on variotts fronts.
It h:rs multiple dirnensions. A major climc'nsion of the
u'ar has been the successfr.rl psychological s'arfare
North Viet Nam has been able to conduct against the
United States to a clegree in the United States itself.
In this success, it has been aided and abetted by
persons who have been traditionally but unconsciously
the sappers and miners of Marxists, viz. the so-called
libcrals. Tlre liberal clique in thc Llnitecl Statcs, movecl
not so much bv valtres of liberalisrn arrcl icletrls of
libcrals but by a scntimental clistaste of a "non-intel-
le<rtuirl" l)r'esident likt' Lvnrlon J<,lrnson. rvt'rc' ottt to rtsc
,lr]1'\\'i':t!).r'r l,l t'ttrlr:!t'r'rt.:.: ilr,"'lrirJ'" f't,ttt'I-"a''q '\1r

rrqlv cxnrnplc of tlris rnotivation s'as elttrlucntlv tlt'nrons-
tratecl u'hen Governor llornnev macle J.ris birl fot Re-

ltrrlrlic'lt:r I'iiltt ttotttiti:ttirr:; l'r' tl:r'lt,',i,llili's t:iltili-

dacy earlier. After fully supporting the Administra-
tion's policies on Viet-Nam and the operative parts, and
personally satisfying about them during personal visits
to South Viet Nam, in the heat of the Presidential
campaign Governor Romney accused the Army officers
ip Viet Nam of "brainrvashing" him. This one state-
ment rvas probably the main cause of Romney being
soundly defeated in his efforts to get the Presidential
nomination,

American politicians, in the Presidential election
year, seem to feel that the stresses and strains caused
by the Viet-Nam war on U.S. economy could be the
area of intensive political campaigning, to get the
prizes of various offices including the Presidentship. In
this process, the so-called "liberal" wing of the Demo-
cratic Party lras deciclecl to rnake a bid for political
conquest on the basis of denigrating President Johnson
and his policies on Viet Nam. The leader of the group
is Robert Kennedy and backing him as representing
their orvn species are such eminent liberals as John
Kenneth Galbraith, Arthur Schleischinger, Walter
Lippman etc. Claiming to have a greater intellectual
perception about history and Viet-Nam's placement in
the historical context, the liberal fringe has been
mounting a guerrilla rvarfare that has successfully
supplementecl Presiclent Ho's own in South Viet Nam
in a determined bid to take over South Viet Nam.

Some of the arguments advanced by the liberals,
especiallv Galbraith have been strongly rebutted and
disproved by equally eminent liberals in U.S. For
instance Leon H. Keyserling has listed the numerous
fallacies of Galbraith's assumptions on Viet Nam
through rvhich he has denounced the present policies.
He questions the validity of Galbraith's central theme
that thc Vict Nam conflict is an isolated and limitecl
oncr in u-lrich n:rtirlnalism is the basic issue. Galbraith's
fircile alibis for arriving at this centrtrl theme are also
successfulll'exposed. Galbraith makes much of Soviet-
Chinese split u'ithin the rvorld of Communism and in-
sists that tiris imparts fundamentally nerv dimension
to all international questions, Leon Keyserling points
out that there is nothing immutable in the nature of
relationship betrveen states that can impart a "funda-
rncntll factor" t4rich s'rrs not perceived by anyone,
Tl,e Sino-Soviet lift is ir.r no rvav different from Soviet-
Cerman hostility' frorn 1933 to 1940, sudclcn Soviet-
(lcnnan flienclship s'itlr Ilitlcr ancl agirin hostilitl'.

(i1, 1',' 1,1 1;1' 11r11,,ll tl r,'s,',"1)'rtl.l{'s lutlt' tltlit (litt'tlttsirrrrs

rrn<l polic'r'-nrakt'rs tirkc into ttccottnt such climcnsious,
Galbraith and his colleaques seem to bc deliberatell'
lorrlirttiiiiin'4 tllt'st' tlt'r't'lr,lttttt'ttts to iltllliir''. trr iltt'ttl
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extravagantly larger dimensions to suit their prejudices
against the Johnson administration.

What are the mainsprings of North Viet Namese

experiences, becomes the next area of analysis to find
an answer to the question posed concerning the
directions of the Peace Talks in Paris. Was the "Tet
ofiensive" by the Viet Cong a spectacular success that
brought the Americans and South Viet Namese to
their heel and made them come to the peace table?
After the Peace talks had started, another attempt has

been made by the Viet Cong to terrorise and even

capture Saigon in a spectacular gesture. Both the
attempts did maul the Americans and South Viet-
namese considerably, but both attempts failed. The
failure is emphasised by the enormous brutality and
cruelty unleashed by the Viet Cong on persons not
involved in the fighting. Such terror does not seem to
be the sign of strength, the image of confidence that
the Viet Cong and North Viet Nam seem to be proiec-
ting.

A more authentic evidence of the impact of the war
on Hanoi is available in the Decree recently enacted
by Hanoi against what it terms as "Counterrevolution".
A series of terroristic 6nd draconian measures have
been enacted by Hanoi against the people of North
Viet Nam clearly indicating that that the bloodthirsty
war unleashed by Hanoi on South with motives of
aggrandisement is not any longer supported by the peo-
ple and therefore the war is now carried by the Hanoi
regime against the people of North Viet Nam them-
selves, notrvithstancling all the masquerade of "uncle"
President Ho Chi Minh wears in photographs with
sweet-looking children for the consumption of gullible
liberals all over the world. North Viet Nam is realising
that its leaders are no.longer allowed to get away with
murder of non-Communist people under the guise of
"rvar of liberation and nationalism" which some liberals
are u'illing to srvallou, enthusitrsticall;,. It is be-
coming increasingll' clear that if the imperialist"
United States is backing an unpopular war in Viet Nam,
so is tlre "socialist" Soviet Union in the matter of the
adventures of its North Viet Namese allies.

An interesting development is the comment in
Insestia in an article by B. Zaneguin that China is
trying to prevent a political solution of the Viet Namese
problem in ordel to keep a "screen" betrveen American
troops and China itself, and to give China time to
develop her nuclear arsenal. The article cnrrics a
frrriorrs attack on tlrei llnitecl States and ac(]rrses China
oI scttirrg olrstirr:krs to <:[[rilts to stcp rrp tlrt' lrlorvs
aiured at the "Amcrictrn agglc.ssors."

r\ll thcsc inclicatc tlrlt \orth Vict Nanr ancl its
allies resent liavinq to l)av a heavv price for their

.t
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ambitions of conquest of South Viet Nam now and
later the whole of South-East Asia.

It is quite possible that after the conquest takes
placg there might be a 'Tall-out among the thieves".
After the people have been ruthlessly subjugated and
destroyed, the oppressors falling out among them-
selves brings very poor consolation to the victims. Yet
the present Sino-Soviet rift is avidly clutched at as a
consoling factor by liberals like Galbraith, Reuther and
Robert Kennedy in the United States.

The Paris peace talks are likely to.produce tangible
and worthwhile results towards promotion of peace
only if the United States is firm in its basic purpose
that motivated its intervention in Viet Nam in the
first place, viz. to make it clear to the neo-Imperialists
that their ambitions of easy conquest will not be
allowed to materialise. If however there is a tempta-
tion to play to the noisy gallery of the'hervous nellies'
in a Presidential Election year, and such neryousness
leads to the so-called "easy retrievaf' of the American
commitment by packing off from Viet Nam and leav-
ing on the basis of superficial assurances, all the sacri-
fice that the American boys, South Viet-Namese, and
their allies made in Viet Nam to preserve the integrity
of the Republic of South Viet Nam will have been in
vain,

The Communists would probably like to "cut down
their losses" as much as the Americans, South Viet
Namese and their allies when they faced for the first
time a formidable contest to their hitherto unquestion-
ed sweep across South Viet Nam. All indications seem
to confirm this factor. In such a situation, if they are
easily bailed out, this can be indeed a tragedy. The
next few months will indicate how firm will the United
States be in its basic pu{poses, and how successfully
it will meet both North Viet Nameso and Viet Cong
pressures as well as pressures from the doves in its
os'n backyard.
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Assam Reorganization

T is a pity that the Government of India are not yet

able to make up their mind on the issue of the re-

to it in an unmistakable manner in a variety of ways
including elections to various elected bodies. They
feel and feel very strongly that they will not be able
to make any advance as long as they are ruled by the
people of the plains. The present arrangement, they
feel, vests the ruling power in the hands of the people
of the plains.

The demands of the people of the hill areas were
considered by many committees and commissions and
various suggestions were made from time to time.
There 'g'as the Pataskar formula and then the recom-
mendations of the Asoka Mehta Committee. The
people of hill areas did not find them satisfactory.
The people of the plains also opposed them in the
beginning, though opinion is now veering in the direc-
tion of the acceptance of the Asoka Mehta Committee's
recommendations. The people of the hills will not be
now satisfied by mere grant of autonomy, howsoever
extensive it may be. They demand now separation from
Assam and an autonomous State of their own.

In spite of the opposition of the people of the plains,
an autonomous State could have been formed if the
hill area was a cornpact area. It is, however, a dis-
jointed area and that creates a number of problems.
That has made it difficult to ffnd a solution. But a
solution will have to be found, and as quicHy as pos-
sible. It will have to be essentially in conformity with
the desires and aspirations of the people of the hills.
Considerations of national security will have to be kept
in mind; but national security will not be advanced by
making the people of the border area hostile by
denying the fulfflment of their legitimate aspirations.

The people of the plains may not immediately like
any reorganisation that may be effected. In course of
of time, they rvill, horvever, come to realise that it is
in the larger interests of the country as a whole and
will then agree to accept it. Some initial opposition
organised by politicians of all political parties may be
expected. The Central Government must prepare
themselves to deal rvith it effectively. It wiU be, how-
ever. the height of irresponsibility to delay decision
n-rerell' bc'ciruse it is likell' to be opposecl by'' some,

Anti-Congressism
A NTI-CO\GIIESSISII has hacl its run for over a

A ,"".. It has b1' nou' sttfficiently exposed itself as a
balren political policy and as an unstable foundation
for any concerted political activity. Anti-Congressism
blinEgs togethel all manuer of political parties and

l{r'or.lps, t'aclr s'itlr its ou'n lthilosophl' and prograurrne'
in this rncdlcl it is onl-t' tlre comparatively strong and
rlctt'rrniriccl u'lrr.r gain atrcl thc net result is tlrt:
strt'rrgtlrt'rrirrq oi tlrc' forces of rt'irction and totalitarians.
'l'i,. .j, trr,,r't.:,i. :t,rii 1rt():1'(ssl\(' llltt'tit's affCl gfOtfpS

rr-lro jrrirr tlr,' r,ri'cll,.'r' uitlr llrrtrcst tttotivcs cncl u'itlr
tlicil lirrcs tlri,rrrcrl rtrrrl flrtqs tltttcrctl.

)

organisation of the State of Assam' Reports rvere

cu]rrent that the decision was to be announced soon'

The Central Parliamentary Board of the Congre-ss'

however, appears to havb decided otherwise' The

*t ol" matt^ei is going to be examined -again, 
rvhich

;;; that the dEcisi6n rvill not be made for several

weeks, if not months'
Delay is ahvays dangerous. It is particularly so in

,n*tt"r, in rvhich emotions and interests are heavily

i""oi""a. Once a decision is made it is usually accepted

with, may be, expressions of dissent and protest' But'

if it is delayed, doth sides get more hardened in their

ottit"a"t and postures and it becomes more difficult to

secure the ac6eptance of any compromise solution' A

solution that might have proved satisfacto-ry- if given in

U*" -"y not eioke the iame response if delayed too

long.
fh" ,"org"ttisation of Assam is, no doubt, a very

ticklish and-dificult problem' Assam is a border State

oo"t to hostile activity from practically all sides'

Cl*ia"t.tions of the defence and security of the

"*"tty 
must play a big part in any arrangement that

;"t t; evolvei. Moreoiei it is not a homogeneous well-

knii area. It consists of two parts, the plains and the

hilts. The difierence between the two parts is not

mer"ly geographical and econornic; it is much more

lir,"iJ 
""nd 

"".tlittt"l. They rvere brought together and

t"pi tog"*"r as one administrative unit by the British

t"i"t" it they extended and consolidated their rule

r""t ttt" 
"o.trrt 

y. There was no well-thought-out plan

behind it nor any particular collcern for the interests

of the people rnoie particularlv of the hill areas'

II,-,,.c,'.'r', tlle people of the pliritrs hin'e trtlu' clevt'-

lopecl a vestecl lnterest in that ttrrangement' They

rvoulcl like the arrangelnent to continue trs it is iu
their interest to have 

-a large area to rule over" This

natural clesire ctru be easily buttrcssed b;' arguments

based on considerations of national defence, the back-

wardness of hill areas, and the anxiety to secure theit
economic progress. Any change in the-present an'angc-

ment is t"ga.I".l by tirem as clismernbertrtent of their

State. Tlieir op'ositio' t. a.4 rese't're't trgititrst artr'

tulk o[ reorganisatiou neccl not therclorc sttrprisc itttr -

boclr'.
Rirt nhat itt'c fat trtort' itttlltrt'titrrt arrcl vital ltrc Ilrc

tl,,'itc'" lttttI ii:i;itiiti,ttis tll ilrt l)tt'Plt t'l'il't l'iil 'trt"t'
'l.hcr.c r,an be no <loubt altorrt thr'ir rIissrrtisl]a|liorl u'itlr

thc prcscnt irrratrgemettt. Th<'r' havtl qir-<'ll t'rpressir.rlr
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The people rvere lured for sometime by Anti-Con-
gressism. They rvere so much disgusted with the
Congress that they cast their votes against it without
bothering too much about the shape and character of
the alternative. What happened during the last year
has, however, taught them some lessons. They have
lost their enthusiasm and attraction for Anti-Congres-
sism.

The result of the mid-term poll in Haryana clearly
illustrates this fact. Earlier there were municipal
elections in Kerala which went decisively against the
United Front Government based on the platform of
Anti-Congressism. The by-elections to Parliament and
State Assemblies have showed the same trend. The
people are no longer satisfted with a mere nggative
slogan; they want something positive. They are not
prepared to vote against something unless they are
sure that what they vote for is better than what they
vote against.

This change in the mood of the people has placed a
new responsibility on the shoulders of those who
desire to displace the Congress. Mere propaganda
against the Congress will not now appeal to the people.
A positive alternative to the Congress must be placed
before them and it must appear to them both practical
as well as credible. Will non-Congress progressive and
democratic parties accept that responsibility?

Training for Democracy

THE Leslie Sawhny Programme of Training for
r Democracy established a few months back has just
cornpleted its second study camp. The camp was held
in Lonavla near Poona for a batch of about thirty
students from Bombay. The ffrst camp was held in
Orissa for a group of political workers. The Programme
intends holding half a dozen camps of a similar kind
before the end of the year.

Political parties hold from time to time study
camps for their rnernbers, This is the first time that a
uon-palty organisation has been set up to impart
training to political u'orkers and others. Its services are
available to all democlatic parties. It is to be hoped
that they will be utilised by a good number of them,

There is little realisation in the country of the need
of training for public work. Public workers, more
particularly, political leaders are supposed to be born
and not made. This is a grave fallacy which causes a
lot of hann in a clernocracy. People's affails are manag-
ecl by persous s,ho have little knorvledge and training
about the manner :rnd rncthod of conducting them.
Public rvorkers berlonging to rlernocratir: parties or'
bclicling in clernoc,rao' srrftcr h'om this clisabilitv
tttorc tliitu tltos.: l-lclortging to ttrt[rolitirliau paltics. 'fltcr
lattel lrave tlieir rlrvn s,avs of indoctrinirtion and thc
issrritrq ol itrilrtrltiorr.

'l'lrc L,c'slic' Sruvhr.rr' l)rograrnnrc is estahlished s'ith

(;
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the intention of supplying this long-felt need. The
Programme proposes to combine theoretical education
with practical training. It will not carry on any indoc-
trination; nor will it carry on propaganda for any poli-
tical party. It will seek to inculcate the values of
democracy and stimulate the desire to develop demo-
cratic politics.

The training at the study camp in Lonavla was
carried on in that spirit. A number of persons promi-
nent in the academic ffeld and in public afrairs helpd
in imparting the training. It is to be hoped that the
students who attended the camp will in course of time
develop as responsible leaders of the democratic move-
ment.

W ithout C otnnren,t
The Special Representatioe of the Statesman gioes the following
infonnation about rsisits of Indian communists to Russia and,

other communist countries :

It may be a coincidence but a fact, nevertheless, that
on an average 75 Communist leaders from India make
annual pilgrimages to the Soviet Union and to other
European Communist capitals.

It might, again, only be a coincidence but nearly
half of them usually go there for what is described as
"rest and treatment". Rare indeed is the case in which
any foreign exchange has.at all been asked for by these
leaders. The obvious conclusion is that the expenses
are borne in their entirety by the hosts.

Some of the leaders have been regular visitors to
these countries, figuring in the list almost every year.
A few have made several visits in one year. Take Mr.
Dange, for example. In 1965, he was in Moscow first
for medical treatment; he was back there some time
later that year, followed by visits to Poland and, shortly
thereafter, to Czechoslovakia. Mr. S. G. Sardesai was
a close second with a visit to Moscow in April and
trnother in October to Prague.

The next year \'Ir. Dange s'as back both in l\,Ioscorv
and Prague, on one occasion accompanied by Mr.
Rajeshwar Rao, Mr. Achuta lvlenon, Mr. Bhupesh
Gupta, Mr. N. K. Krishnan, Mr. Bhowani Sen, Mr,
Datta Deshmukh and Mr. Yogendra Sharma.

The Soviet Union is the obvious first choice of the
leaders. For instance, of the 70 CPI leaders rvho
visited these countries in 1965 as many as 55 opted
for N4oscorv. 18 of thern for "rest and treatment". Two
years later 43 of the 65 rvent to Moscow (27 for "rest
rrlcl treatment"). Irr 1966 as mauy as 65 of the Bl rvent
to N{oscos' (30 of them for 'i'est arrcl trc'atrrrent").

\\/hilc rrost visits arc sliolt rucl ol tlrr:cc-to-four-u'cck
duratiou, some may last more than a ycar involving
lrrtvtlrinq fr'onr tltc strrrlr' ol' llrrssian lrrttqttaqt' to rt

('oul'se in llaclc uniotrisrn.



Portugal At War
Chris Cook

D)ORTUGAL today is a nation at war: her enemy isI the advancing tide of African nationalism that has
set both Angola and Mozambique aflame. It is war;
undeclared, perhaps, but nonetheless stark and bitter.
An estimated 165,000 Portuguese troops are deter-
minedly defending her colonial possessions in Africa.
A crippling 42 per cent of her total budget in lg66 was
spent preserving the ffrst-and last-of Europe's old
colonial empires. It is a war now being fought on
three fronts. From the hot tropical terrain of Mozambi-
que, across the cooler uplands of the high plateaus of
Angola and on again to the thick rain-forests of
Portuguese Guinea, Portuguese troops are engagecl in
action.

These last colonial campaigns must surely rank as
Africa's forgotten war. Yet the outcome of the struggle
in Mozambique and Angola is of irucial importance,
not merely for Portugal, but for the future peace of
the whole of Africa south of the Zambesi. For rvhite
South Africa, Mozambique is of vital signiffcance,
both as a trade outlet that absorbed 910 million of her
exports last year, and, most important of all, as a
strategic link in the defence of white supremacy in
southern Africa. If the twin pillars of Angola and
Mozambique fall to the nationalists, the edifice of
European power will not collapse-but it becomes yet
another degree more untenable.

What then is the background to the liberation
struggles in these so-called 'provinces' of metropolitan
Portugal? What is the position of the guerrilla move-
ment today? And rvhat is the likely outcome of all the
bloodshed and suffering?

Angola was the birthplace of the revolt. A vast and
beautiful land, largest of all Portugal's colonial posses-
sions and nearly six times the size of Britain, Angola is
a country of coffee plantations and savannah, of high
pleateaus criss-crossed by mountain ranges. To the
sorrth lie the encrotrching saucls of the Kalaliari Desert.
FIer total poptrlation is ar rncLe 47j rnillion. Despite
many Portuguese attempts to encourage European
settlers, a mere 220,000 of this population is rvhite. Of
thdse, 55,000 are concentratecl in Angola's capital,
Luanda, a city of oil reffneries and railway workshops.
Since 1483, when the first caravel commanded by
Diogo Cao sailed into the mouth of the Congo River,
Portugal has laid claim to rule the thousand-mile
coastline that Angola possesses. Not until the he1'day
of late Victorian imperialisrn, rvhcn thc brutal cam-
paigns of Henrique Cotrceiro extenclecl tlre blessing of
cnlightcnecl Polttrgrresc lulc as far as thc Bic Plateatr,
clitl tllis rrorrriiriil sili'rrr.cigrrt) l,e.ornr, c[ft'el.irt' irr [lie
lernotc interior.

\\'hat is the truth in Portusal's oft-r'epeated r:lrrims

to have developed this vast territory? The benefits of
Portuguese rule, like those of Belgium in the neigh-
bouring Congo, have often been conspicuous only by
their absence. Ten years ago, a UNESCO survey of
elementary education found g5 per cent of all children
between the ages of five and fourteen received no
schooling at all. Such schools as existed, instead of
teaching much-needed technical or agricultural skills,
taught little else beside the glory of Salazar and
Portugal. Perhaps these figures need not surprise us;
several parts of rural Portugal itself had an illiteracy
rate of 40 per cent only a decade ago. Higher educa-
tion has likewise seen great neglect; there was no
university in Angola until four years ago.

In fairness to Portugal, considerable economic
development has taken place. A recent example is
the ambitious Catumbela hydroelectric project that
began operation in January 1965; the Matala scheme
along the Kunene River rvill provide power for South-
West Africa as u'ell as for Angola-another manifesta-
tion of the growing links between Portugal and South
Africa. For understandable reasons much South Afri-
can efrort is being given to the development of Angolan
oilffelds. By herself Portugal has meagre resources to
spare in Africa, but other nations like West Germany
have invested in such projects as the new railway from
the rich iron ore deposits of Cassinga.

In March 1961 the guerrilla revolt burst upon
Angola; it came with a force and vengeance that caught
Portugal sadly off guard. Within a year some 350 once-
prosperous cofiee plantations lay as desolate, burnt-
out shells across the Angolan countryside. lVorst hit of
all have been the provinces along the border with the
Congo-it is from Kinshasa that directions and supplies
are received. The guerrilla campaign has all the hor-
rors of a second N4au Mau or Algeria. Portuguese re-
prisals have often been effective; always they have
been r.icious. Flori' nlan1' unrc'corclecl Sharpevilles
thcrre have been rve lray never knorr.', but Portuguesc
techniques have mol'e in common with those
used in Abyssinia tl-ran u'ith what rvould be
expected of a NATO ally'. An indication of the suffering
involved comes from the people u'ho as always suffer
most-the refugees, An estimated total of 325,000 is
believed to l.rtrvc fled to the Congo; all of this staggering
number are homeless ancl rturvantecl.

Perhaps the most larnentahle fact of the present
tragic situation is the hopeless clivisiou among thc
Afric'iur rirnks-tlre chi<'l livals beirrg Fl<llclen Roltelttl's
UPL:\ atrcl Ncto's tr'II'Lr\. f-ltc trautcrs artcl iriitiiils alc
tttritrrl.rt.rLtittri, ii i: iir,-' rlt, isiot,,; bt'lr,cctr i.irt'trt Iitlti. ttttr
st'enrirtglv illt'c'on,- ilitlrl,,'. .\rtrl so tltt' rr,'ltr c'olttitrttcs;
rvlrile tlrt' Prtllugrtcse ilrtlli('s t'entititt. tll(' L)l'()ql'css ()l
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the nationalists is slow. On the longer term, however,
this is a war that Portugal cannot win.

Across in Mozambique, this grim pattern is repeated.
Some 40,000 Portuguese regular troops, concentrated
chiefy along the border with Tanzania, are engagd
in defending a territory the size of Britain and France
combined, against an African uprising that is once
again divided. Directed this time from Dar-es-Salaam,
Dr Mondlane's Front for the Liberation of Mozambi-
que has achieved Iittle permanent success. Portugal was
better prepared. Mass arrests, including eminent poets
like Valente, repression and curfews have followed
the revolt. The irony of these wars is that what few
resources Portugal possesses are squandered on the
weapons of war, while vast areas of Mozambique along
the shores of Lake Malawi cry out for the simplest
development. Portugal is ffghting a desperate struggle
to defend the Portuguese way of life-in a land that a
decade ago boasted a mere 66,000 Europeans, once
again heavily concentrated in the two tov'ns of Beira
and Louenco Marques.

Portugal's determination to survive is grim indeed.
Even in the tiny territory of Portuguese Guinea,
adjacent to Senegal in West Africa, where revolt broke
out early in 1963, some 30,000 troops are defending a
Iand that is only twice the size of Wales-and with a
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population hardly reaching a half-million. Led by
Amilcar Cabral, the nationalists control many of the
areas to the south of the Corubal River. Portuguese
rule is effective only around the garrisons, and in the
vicinity of the capital, Bissau. There have been persis-
tent and reliable reports that Fulah villages have been
subject to napalm attack by the upholders of Euro-
pean civilization. With easy retreats for the nationalists
in Senegal and Guinea, the Portuguese rule over t}le
colony will probably not be fully restored.

What of the struggle elsewhere? How long can
Portugal continue to pour so much money into her
military effort? The cost to Portugal in terms of man-
power shortage for her own nascent industries alone is
heavy. Perhaps only Salazar lcnows the answer to some
of these questions. The outlook for Africa and Portugal
is grim; there can be no solution while Portuguese
policies remain as they are. Inside Portugal there can
be little room for optimism. Here is a land ruled by an
ageing dictator, w.here real political freedom has been
unknown for forty years. Here is a poor land, burdened
by a protracted war that she cannot win.

Salazar may firmly believe in his duty to uphold
Portugal's mission in Africa. The tragedy is that this
mission is both wrong and harmful-for Portugal and
for Africa. -Courtesy, S o cialist C orwnentarg
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Donate blood at The Tata Blood Bank, J.J. Hospitol,
Bombay. Remember, it's a gift )ou can gut back,.

lVhenever )ou or Tour immediate famil2 need blcod, a'e 
-can giue bick free,-at much as 1,ou liaae g-iaen. Call 37iOar. TATA

It's the scene 0f an accident. The unfortuntte

O . 
transfusion will. Donate blood and saoe a life,

uictim has just been canied awa).
life * running out. Not all the medicines in the

world can help. But a prompt blood
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Winds Of Change In Eastern Europe
Adam Adil

A DECADE ago, the Communist empire was consi-
f, dered impregnable. Immediately after the termi-
nation of the Second World War, Stalin extended his
hegernony over the whole of Eastern Europe. The
communists had successfully undermined all the
democratic political parties in Eastern Europe. The
tactics they adopted were known as "salami" tactics.
At ftrst the communists would enter into an alignment
with democratic parties, even form coalition govern-
ment with them (as it happened in Hungary), so
manipulate sinews of power as to capture it comple-
tely, reduce the democratic parties to impotence and
ultimately destroy them and even physically eliminate
their leaders. Before, the rest of the world could realise
what was happening the whole of Eastern Europe was
at the feet of Stalin.

Obviously, for nearly two decades, Poland, East
Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Rumania and
indeed Albania, suffered tyrannical totalitarian regimes.
The economies of these "countries were geared to the
needs of Soviet economy, with the result the economic
growth of these countries was stunted and the people
had to put up with low standard of life. The leaders of
the local communist parties who ruled over these
countries at the dictates of the Moscow rulers tried to
follow in the footsteps of Stalin and liquidated thou-
sands of people, who either resented or resisted the
communist regimes. For instance, Imre Nagy and
hundreds of intellectuals and freedom fighters were
shot in Hungary. Slansky and his comrades were
executed in Czechoslovakia, freedom loving workers
in Poznan and East Berlin were ruthlessly crushed.
Even Gomulka in Poland could not escape Stalin's
rvrath. He was imprisoned by Stalin's followers at the
orders of the "great" clictator.

But norv it seems that the long black night r'vhich
had envelopecl tlie rvhole of Eastern Europe is coming
to an end and the foundations of the communist re-
gimes in this part of the world are on the verge of
cracking. It is true that communist parties in Eastern
European countries are still strongly entrenched. But
they are nou' suffering from internal pressures, and
have begun to get out of the state of total subservience
to N4oscow. Again people in general, especially the
student communities in tl.rese countries are demonstra-
tively adopting anti-government and anti-communist
postures. Thcy- arc openly giving vent to their dis-
c'ontcntnrcut agirinst tlrc r.:gitncs. '1i.hci' nrc not onll'
agitating for the satisfaction of theii- clemancls brrt are
even indulging in violent acts, even to the extent of
stornrin( [lrc trrrir'.rrsit\' (]llnlPllj{'s. lLntl lrrrlrting ptrlllic

properties. Such a situation would have been impos-
sible a decade ago.

Politically too, there is emerging a marked change
over the map of eastern Europe. In Czechoslovakia,
which was once bastion of Stalinism is now experienc-
ing a sort of thaw in the structure of its political regi-
mentation. The new Communist Party boss, Alexander
Dubcek has sought to loosen the party strangle-hold
over the Czechoslovakian people. The Czech intellect-
uals are enjoying freedom of expression which was
denied to them so far. The communist party func-
tionaries can even afford to be critical of the party or
the governmental policies. The workers have ceased to
be subservient to the party. In the ffrst week of April,
Czechoslovakia even had the ffrst workers' strike
under communism. The people are not being required
to spy over one another-as it normally happens
under communism. Czechoslovakia has even decided
to permit new economic thinking. Professor Ota Sik,
and his colleagues had strongly pleaded for economic
reforms in Czechoslovaha even earlier than Evsei
Libermann, whose theories in the Soiet Union almost
bordered on those obtained in capitalist countries. With
the result it will not be surprising if private enterprise,
at least to a certain extent, is permitted in Czechoslo-
vakia and other eastern European countries. (In the
Soviet Union, under the influence of Evsei Libermann,
private industrial ventures to a limited extent and
incentives bonuses to workers for higher productions
are now being permitted-which would have been
unthinkable under Stalin).

Similarly, Rumania is showing signs of firm defiance
of Moscow in relation to her internal and external
policies both at the political and economic levels. The
Communist Party of Rumania has chartered an inde-
pendent course of action even with regard to inter-
national meet of the communist parties, wl-rich Moscow
has been assiduously working for quite a few years.
Moscow has become a helpless spectator of drift in
Rumanian policies.

In Poland, horvever, the reverse is happening.
Gomulka, who had suffered under Stalin, is actually
stiffening his resistance to political reform. Yet the
student as well as academic community in Poland are
restive and asserting themselves formidably against
the State policies. They represent the forces of libera-
lism. Str.rdent demonstrations have become common
(x,(,ur'(rn('os in Polntrtl. Rer'r'.ntlr'. thc Covct'ttttrt'ttl. itr

orcler to meet ihe stuclent agitation, closed clorvn eight
acaden-ric departments at Warsarv Universilv. The

(Contirtuccl on pugc 11)



Trends In Recent Elections
R. Muthuswamy

,TIHE recent N{unicipal elections in Kerala and U.P.
I had a special significance only in the context that
they represented the first popular verdict after the
general elections in States where United Front minis-
lries had been formed. In Kerala, Congress has made
impressive inroads into the strongholds of the Com-
munist Party-both wings. In spite of the claim of
the Communists that lvlunicipal elections had no
'political significance' the fact remains that in
this country both Municipal and Local Board elections
'are still contested on the basis of the party system, as

it happens in England. The reverses of the Labour
Party in the lVunicipal elections in England represent
a clear pointer to the fact that the electorate dis-
approves of the various measures taken by the Labour
Government in meeting the economic ills of the United
Kingdom. The results of the Municipal elections rvere
not easily brushed aside by the Labour Party as only
representing the results on civic issues and the electo-
rate represented urban elements only. This analogy
holds good for India rvhich has deliberately chosen
the British pattern both institutionally and constitu-
tionally in the matter of elections.

In Kerala the United Front inspite of its frequent
ir.rterr.ral rumblings kept up the veneer of unity in its
election strategy for N{unicipal elections. Yet the
Congress and its ally the Kerala Congress rvere able to
capture 17 out of 2.1 Nlunicipalities and in Calicut, a
Nlunicipal Colporation, rvhich rvas in the hands of the
Civic Front, a commlrnist combination, the United
Front had to suffer some ignominious defeat. In 5
Municipalities in the Palghat area, rvhich u'ere consi-
dered to be the impregnable citadel of the Right
Comnrnnist Partr', the Congress has bccn :rble to
irchicvc a spectrtculiu success. Onc Conrmunist slrn-
patlrising rveekly put the failure of the Unitecl Front
to 'over-confidence' as was tl.re case u'ith the Congress
in the last elections in certain constituencies. Fforvever
the fact remains that except for the lr'Iuslim League,
s'lrich has proved that it has not lost any of its prestige
in any of its pockets, the other constituents of the
United Front had incurred the displeasure of the
elcctorate atleast in the urban areas. The United
F-ront's performance during its rtrle of ncarly' 15 montlrs
\\'as one of public airing of its os'n incvitable interni-
c'irrcr rluarrels alising orrt of clirrrnctrically oppositc
irlt'ologicirl c'rltttnritrnettts. \\-lrt'n tlte rnirjrlr constitrr<'nt,
Cl'l( \l ) tric'tl to irrjt't't its itL'olugit'irl crtrrrtrritrrtr'irl
graduallf into the rtdninistrati<.1r, this cirusccl grirvc un-
r'it\ilr{,\( irr tlrr. rnirtrls ot^ tllt' otltct' <'rttrstitucrrts. Sturt-
irrg Irorn tlre c'<lr-rtlrlvc'rsv c'r'r'lrtcrl llv tlrt'Jrrlrarrt'se clcirl

lrl

of the Industries Minister and ending with the latest
open crusade advocated by the Left Communists
against the Union Government, there has been sharp
differences among the constituents of the United Front.
It had definitely an impact on the people, who
realised that the very structure of any United Front,
u'hich is nothing more than a conglomeration of ideo-
logically divergent groups, cannot provide the cohe-
sion necessary for carrying on efficient and stable
administration but on the other hand it can produce
incalculable damage to the very fabric of administra-
tion, let alone parliamentary democracy.

The same pattern rvas noticeable in the Municipal
elections of Uttar Pradesh. In this state the United
Front ministry s'hich rvas formed after a major defec-
tion from the ruling Congress party, could not last long
rvhen one of the constituents, the SSP, threatened
direct action and agitation against the Government to
coerce it to introduce certain agrarian reforms. When
the honest Chief lr4inister found that the United Front
could not rvork under such conditions, he resigned and
ultirnately President's rtrle had to be imposed. The
popular resentment over the floor crossings and the
consequent maladministration reflected in the results
of the \Iunicipal elections. In the Capital, Lucknorv,
Jana Sangh rvhich \\'as a major constituent of the
United Front rvas a casualty and Congress was able to
ctrpturc this l,Iunicipality. Similarly in other centres
Congiess rvas able to make inroads. The fact that Con-
gress lvith all its shortcomings was the only All India
party rvhich avoided political alliances in the matter
of elections did probably weigh heavily in its favour.
United Front alliance may be a good instmment to
defeat a common enemy but rvlren it comes to deliver-
ing goods a Irnitcrl Front rerluires greater ideological
aucl strtrctural lionrogcneity' thirn the concept of 'thc
c.llemy of my enerny is a friencl'.

In Rajasthan rvc rvitnessed the spectacular Congress
victorl, in Porrsa Constitucncy, rvhich s'as a citadel of
the Srvatantra Party, rvhere a Iocal thesil level Con-
gress leader defeated the N{aharajkumar of Jaipur
and in the Asscmbly election in the same area, the
ex-Presiclent of Rajasthan Pradesh Congress Com-
rnittce, N,Ir. Palis'r.rl, rvho resigned from the Congless
onll' 15 cla;'s prior to tlrrr elcction u'as routed. This
agiiin provcs thc avcrsion of the electorate against
opporl.trrristic clt-'l't,c'titrrr rrrrl lllirrrrcc. Unfrlrtunately
tiri' li,.irrtrtrrtirr i'rrlt.r' u itlr rril ils rvlrr.'r'usitlrals an<l arr

all Inclia nrtturc lrrts not lrct'n alrlc to csc:rpc thc tcmpta-
tions of onportrrrristic lllianc'r's and is pavinq lreavilv
Iol tiri.s lollv rrtrir.
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In Haryana the mid-term elections had giveh the
Congress an absolute majority. The defectors by and
large had been routed, though there rvere some excep-
tions. The most important reason for the victory of
the Congress seems [o be due to its presenting an inte-
grated organization and did not fall for the temptation
to take back into its fold those defectors who were
responsible for the disintegration of the first Congress
Government, in spite of the fact that these defectors
amounted to something organizationally and their
antagonism may still cost the party some damage.
Surprisingly when the Congress High Command took
tl-lis firm decision, the prodigal sons fell in line and
accepted discipline rvith good grace. This decision had
rumblings in faraway Madhya Pradesh too where
some defectors from the Congress have formed a
United Front ministry and who are still not sure of
their present grounds. For some time there were persis-
tent reports that the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh
was anxious to return to the Congress fold so that in
case of a mid-term election, he is assured of his seat in
the Congress bandrvagon. Somehow things did not
work that way and there has been a temporary patch-
ing up in Madhya Pradesh. In Haryana the gradual
disenchantment of the electorate with the ]ana Sangh
indicates that it is no more possible for any political
party to get mileage out of agitational approaches. So

long as the question of 'Punjabi Suba' rvas in the
balance and it was possible to have an agitational
approach on the problem of a Hindi speaking Suba,

Jana Sangh was a potent force but once the problem
was decided, it lost its attraction to public imagination,
as it has nothing more constructive to offer. Tlre Jana
Sangh cliches and slogans l'rave becomc hacknel'ed
and no wonder the people are losing their charm for
this party gradually. Bcfore the election there u'as a
general feeling that the elections rvould be decided
on caste and regional considerations. After all this is
only a matter of strategy and trvo can play the same
girmc by pitting onc fronr the strmc castc against
anothcr, Cougless al)peiu's to lravt' ircloptccl this
strategl' rnuclt to its arlvirutirgc. Tlrt rcstrlts in Flarvtrnir
have provecl that clcfcctions in futurc are going to bc
costll', if not to the individuals, to the orgrrnizations
and the partics.

The latest neu's from Krishnirgtrr in \\/cst Bcngal
also reveals a similar pattern. This :rrea rvas consiclered
to be the stronghokl of I\4r. Ajoy' Nlukherjee, u'ho u'as
thc Chicf Nlinister in thc Unitccl Front Govcrunreut.
Thc parliarncntirry constitucncv in this arcir hld clucl-
ed the C<lngress tu'ice in thc past; vet u'e norv scc that
the' samr,. Conqrt,ss carrrliclatc urlro u'irs tlclr-'irtt'd irr tlrc
Clcncml olr.r'tinrr il 1967 'rvas alrlc to u'irr v.l-\' (.()nr-

lortlrlrly u itlr a lt'n' lirlgc' lnalgirr or r'r' tlrr: r'onrlriritrrt
votcs scculcd by tlrc Irr o oppt-rrtcrris. TIre iulrerclt
rrrt'r'it of tltt' slurtc t':irrrlirllrt,' r ottlrl trii[ ]irr', r inrllovt'<l

Freedont First

by any stretch of imagination in the meantime but the
obvious reason for the success of the Congress candi-
date in this constituency is greatly due to the dis-
enchantment with the very poor performance of the
United Front Government during its short tenure.

To sum up, the recent elections have brought to the
fore that the people who had now an opporhrnity to
witness the performances of both Congress and non-
Congress Governments during the period of last 15'
months have realised that a party with an all India
character but which would prefer to stand or fall on
its orvn feet is preferred to a United Front consisting
of divergent parties, and if defectors are taken back in
any party, this would be a costly affair. The people
are more concerned with performances than ideologi-
cal stances and as thev have now been able to evaluate
the performances of ih" difi"r"trt claimants, they are
in a position to take a more realistic appraisal of the
situation and vote intelligently. This is a further edu-
cation in parliamentary democracy which t}te recent
elections have provided.

(Continucd frcm page 9)
government also fired six professors. Gomulka dubbed
the students and the professors as "enemies of the
people". But the students have remained irrepressible.
They have not only demanded the reinstatement of the
fired professors but have threatened further action if
the government does not relent.

\\/hile the Polish government has decided to go all
out against the agitation of the students and professors,
the latter have found a new ally in Poland's Roman
Catholic Episcopate, which has protested against
Government's "brutal use of force" against students
and intellectuals.

All this indicates that Eastern Europe is facing not
only the shake-up of political structures but also deep
symptoms of social turmoil. Soviet Union is acutely
conscious of these trends in her satellite countries and
she has not taken kindly to them. Only the other day,
Praula u'irrnecl against the liberalising trencls in
(lzccltoslovirkia ancl thc Soviet Anrbirssador in Prague
ollettlr' .svrnpirthisecl u'itlr Novotnr', arrd others rrho
\\'cl'e overtlrros,n by' Dubcek. Obviously, Soviet
Union's trttitudes u'ere not liked by Czechoslovakia
ancl slre mrrclc no secret of her reactiou. In orcler to
rnend rnatters, Soviet Premier Kosygin had to under-
take a journey to Czechoslovakia ostensibly for health
rettsons!

Thc clrrn(.1(r s'hich is crnerging in Iinstern Errrclpe
tlot's uot, lrou-t'i'r'r, srrggt'st tlrirt cornmtrnism hirs ceascd
to lrtr u donrinant political frlrce in tlrrrse: couutries.
()rrct' urtlcnchccl, crrnrmurtism clocs r.tot casilr' dis-
iu)lx,rlr'. ilrrl it is possihlc that thr' <'lltttgl irr Iirtsterrt
i,trrr-,ilt' nl:r.\ \\t'li rrrrrli. Lir.' i-lcgrntrtttg ol tirl ttititiuttr'
t'rrcl of ctrrurrrurrism iu tl rost: countlic:;. \\'ith tltat lropc.
tlrt' cllurgc irr liltstt'rri [f:r;'r,1it' is u rvt'lr-.ltttr si']rr.
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With Many Voices
"The deep

Moans round with many voices, Come, my friends,'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."
-Tennyson.

We still go on behaving like Brahmins and treating
other nations like H:il:Ht'vt"r"rrr, 

Him.mat,Aprir 12.

Because Britain is ending its military commitments
east and south of Suez, that does not end her interest
in places beyond Europe.

-M anchester Ctnrdinn W eeklg, May 2.

In today's situation, non-alignment as an inter-
national grouping has lost much of its validity.

-Weekend Reoieu, May 4.

Dictatorship has an easy entrance but a difficult exit.

-George Papandreou, ex-Premier of Greece,
Manchester Guardian Weekly, May 9.

We want Marks and Spencer, not Marx and Engels.

-Alexander Dubcek, Secretary, Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia, Ths Economdst, May ll.

For the time being, all notions about high producti-
vity, capital-intensive industries and exports will have
to be given a go-by if the country is to be saved.

-S. R. Vasavada, Times of India, May 13.

To the Editor,
Fnrnoonr Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service,

127, Mahatma Gandhi Road,

Bombay l.
Pl<asc uvol nte u.s u utbscrilnr fo Fnr:rrxrrr Frusr.

I rentit tlte unnual sttlncriptiort ol Rs. 3.00

N;uttr':

ltltltcss

Slglrirlru (

Begistered No. MH 272

Base-building, Soviet style, involves saturating
countries like Egypt, Syria, IraQ with modern Soviet
arms, equipment for airftelds, ports, repair facilities,
small armies of Soviet technicians. Such penetration
goes deep.

-U.S. Neu:s &Woild Rerport, May lB.

China can be measured by no normal yardstick.

-Frank Moraes, The lnd,ian Erpress, May 13.

Mongolia has now become completely and utterly a
Soviet revisionist colony.

-Radio Peking quoted in Current, May 18.

State financial control turns ever1, good institution
into a party tool as the State works and rules for party
advancement at every step and every stage.

-C. Rajagopalachari, Su;craiya, May 18.

To the old question, 'How inane can a human being
be', the last week has supplied a new answer,'As inane
as Morarji Desai'.

-Opinion, May 21.

lVIr. Namboodiripad stands for forced labour, tota-
litarianism and complete regimentation.

-R. N. Singh Deo, Orissa Chief Minister,

lnd.ian Express, May 22.

It rvould be f<lolish to assume that people will be
satisficrl for muclr longer rvitlr a )^ystern which confint,s
tlreir politic.al lole to tlre marking of a ballot papcr
rlitlr a sirrqlr: c,r'oss ()lr(.e e\/el'v Iive vt'irls.

\\/cdgu'ood Bcnn, IUinister for
. lt'lii 7'i rrrt ,; ttf Itrcliti , \Irr,r' ff).

l'r ir'tcrl rrt /rt/,ntr/ i rirtlcrs. 55 Gunrrlevi Rolcl. Il,rnrblr'
l''. \. lt. Krrrrr'! .Li I '. 1,rr' tir. i)(,nl()(r.tti(,' Ilcs|erclt Sr.n'ice
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