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Dr. Zakir Husain

A. G. Noorani

T)EATH borders upon our birth, it has been said,t--' and our cradle stands in the grave. Dr. Zakir
Husain has died as we all must die. It was a life that
u'as noble and quiet resolve and solid achievernent. It
vvas, truly, one long quest for excellence. Born in a rich
family, Dr. Zakir Husain chose poverty to save and
nourish an impoverished university, the jamia Millia
Islamia at Delhi. An economist by training, he select-
ed education as a vocation. He shunned active politics
all his, life, but was called upon to ffll an office of
immense political signiffcance.

In many ways he was a paradox. One of the most
reticent of men and one of the most accomplished of
conversationalists. A man with a great capacity for
friendship but none of whose friends claim to have
understood him fully. Yet his life is open as a book
for bim who cares to read it.' One of his closest friends described him as a fakir
who loved the beautiful. One might add only that he
was a nobleman who gave up riches for the pursuit
of noble truth. Dr. Zakir Husain was an epitome of
clignity and rectitude. Public life in the country was
far the richer for his participation in it. He was a man
of deep feeling and also a man of great restraint. Of
himself, he preferred not to speak or write at all. It
will be long before we see a public ffgure as self-
effacing and modest as he was.

Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan has written of Dr. Zakir
Husain "The mighty oak grows out of the humble
acorn. So is it with human life. A little spark some-
times lights tr flame within that leads man on to great
deeds. But for that initial spark, the individual might
have remained rrnknown and unsung. Thus it was wlth
Dr. Zakir Husain". Shri Jayaprakash Narayan was re-
ferring to Dr. Zakir Husain's decision as a young
graduate student to leave Aligarh University and join
in the founding of the Jamia Millia Islamia on the
very campus of Aligarh.

Barely two years ago I rvas privileged to meet him
for the ffrst time in connection with his biography
which I vyished to write. He agreed to receive me but
ffrmly discouraged the idea of a biography. It needed
great persistence on my part to persuade him to relent.
Fortunately, and more by chance than by design I
hit upon the right opening question: "What, sir, moved
you to leave AligarhP' The answer came in measured
phrases and with nostalgic asides. At the end of the
story of the founding of the Jamia came these very
significant words from the President, "It was the ffrst
conscious decision of my life. Perhaps the only one
I have ever taken. The rest of my Iife has but flowed
from it."

In four successive interviews I was privileged to
hear the story of that life. They.were an experience
I shall treasure as long as I live. I had been in journal-
ism but six years then and I had had no experience
whatever of interviewing for publication. But the
President's direct manner, his calm and ordered
narration helped.

I remember well how he would forbid me to quote
something which he felt was good only as background
information but would not seem well in print. I would
argue deferentially but persistently and seldom
succeed. No breach of taste or tact was permissible.
The memory of the dead and the feelings of contem-
poraries were alike dear to him.

At times in the course of the interview itself I would
digress and seek his opinion about matters of current
interest. He never evaded my questions, but the
answers were carefully phrased in terms befftting the
head of the State. They were wrong who thought Dr.
Zakir Husain did not know the potentialities of the
Indian Presidency. They were wrong who imagined
he knew only the limitations. The President was well
aware of both. He preferred to play his role with a
dignity becoming his high office and in a quiet manner
despite the din of public controversy about the con-
stitutional position of the Indian President.

He loved nature and the arts and he gave much of
himself to literature and learning. He gave a lifetimet
vvork to the cause of education. He gave himself only
to the people of lndia. T<lday, his contemporaries
speak of his virtues. Posterity alone will do thern
justice.



India And Nepal
M. R. Pai

f N thc' ear'lr' l ears of ottl Incleper.rclence, the tlrcn
I Prinl" tr{inister and Foreign i\Iinistel Jarvaltarlirl
Nehru wils pre-occupiecl witlt international affairs.
Our inrmediatc neiglrbours like Nepal and Ceylon, ancl
South East-Asian countries u'ere ignored. To Nehru,
thel'just did not count in "the u,orld context". In fact,
the friendly peoplc of Nepal wele antagonised by
sorne ill-aclvised comrnents of the late N{r. Nehru.
It w:rs Lal Bahadur Shastri 'w'ho realised the impor-
tance of friendship rvith Nepal ancl set to mend the
frayecl garment of friendship.

If Nepal as a neighbour has always been irnportant
to us, toclay it is more so because it is the buffer bet-
rveen India ancl hostile China, The thoughtless act of
the Nehrtr Government in sacrificing Tibet to Com-
mrrnist China under the spurious plea of Chinese
"suzerainty" has boorneranged on India today. Realis-
ing the presence of China on the north, little Nepal
lras aclopted a policy of bending over its back to the
comlnunist giant rvhile seeking to rnaintain its tradi-
tional ties s'ith India. Even Nlount Everest is joint
property of Nepal and China today under an agree-
rnent. Nepal has obviously little room for lnanoeuvre
in its relationship u'ith Comrnunist China.

A visit to Nepal slrorvs that it is not only the "Hippie
Capital" of the u'orld, but also the cockpit of inter-
natiorral politics today. U.S.A., U.S,S.R. and Cornmu-
nist Clrina trre showing an unusual interest in the small
Hirnalal'an kingclom. U.S.S.R. has posted an expert on

PURSHOTTAM TRIKAMDAS

R. PURSHOTTAM TRIKAMDAS was an
eminent lawyer and iurist. He had taken a

prorninent part ir.r tlrc national stmggle for in-
dependence.. He rvas a mall of courage ancl
conviction u'lriclr l>rought him rnany a tirnc in
confict with persons in authority. But, rvhatever
the difficulties he had to face, he always insisted
on freell' expressing his opinions and acting
according to them. He took a prominent part in
establishing and publishing the crimes that com-
rnturist China committed against the helpless
people of Tibet and in asserting their right to
sovereign indepenclence. He was actively asso-

ciated rvith the International Commission of
Iurists.

Purshottarn u'as a <k'al un<l stcatlfast frirrncl of
Iireerlont Fir:st as lrt' rvas of all clenrocratic tnovtl-
rncnts ancl organisations in tlre coutttry. His cleath
is a great loss to all of them.

Sotrth-East Asian affairs in its Embassy. Chinese em-
bassv officials, displaving N,Iao badges, are quite
ncti'r,e. In fact, they are so active that recently a gov-
ernrnent papel had to sack some employees for plant-
ing blatantly pro-China copy in the paper.

Indians are apt to snifi at the present political
structure of Nepal ag a departure from democratic
forrns. King Mahendra ffrmly holds the reins in his
hands. He has abolished government by political
parties. Instead, on a non-partisan basis village pan-
chayats are elected, and by a process of indirect elec-
tions through several tiers, the national assembly is
elected. A Council of N4inisters runs the Government
under close supervision and control of the King.

The Crown Prince has been trained through a pro-
cess of rvorld rvide travel and education at some of
the best centres of learning. The King has wisely con-
centrated on improving conditions in villages and
attending to the basic needs of his subjects.

Nepalese sporting l\{ahendra badges, singing poems
in praisc of their king and upholding the present
political stmcture fit into this scene. The Nepali intel-
lectuals rvho support the present set-up have an ex-
planation. While the Ranas ruled, there was autocracy;
s'hile political parties ruled, there was confusion. "A
man u,ith half a dozen followers, carrying a flag be-
came a leader of the people. Mushroom parties owing
their allegiance to othei countries sprang up over-
night. If the experiment in Parliamentary democracy
had been allowed to continue, the country would have;

been in shambles," observed a person.
There are, of course, people who chafe under the

working of the present system. But the feeling in the
others is that at least nou' there is stability which is
most essential for economic development. Moreover,
the unattachecl non-party intellectuals are being used
by the Govenrrnent for national work.

India's ties rvith Nepal need careful scrutiny at this
junctule. Historically Neptrlese have been close to the
Indians. The ties of religion - about 80% arc Hindtts,
tlre rest are mostlv Bucldhists - are also there. Most
of the trade has been with lndia. In addition, Nepalese
as a nrle come to India for education. It is estimated
that nt present 10,000 Nepalese students are studying
in India.

All thcsc factors, lto$,e\/crr, do not mean that Indrl-
Nepalese relations are perfect. Conflicts and tension
irrtr to bc forrncl to a disturbing clegree.

Tlrt'r't' is :t tracle <lisptrtc'. Inclia alleges that Ntrpal
is rrsc<l ls a busr, for smrrgglirrg stainless steel, sl,rtthc-
tic lalrlic's arrtl otlrer itcrns into India and has sectrred
Ntrpalese rneasrrres to protect Indian interests. Nepa-
lese fccl that these rneasures trre extracted and uniust

(Cotttirrucl on Txrge 4)
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Haro ld W ils o n's Hearr bre a ks
S. R. Mohan Das

fINCE in a rare rvhile, tsritain produces a special
vbreed of statesmen of the type of the late Sir
Stafforcl Cripps and Harolcl Wilson, who seem to go
out of the rvay to ask for popular punishment as
political leaclers, They violate all the knorvn norms of
baby-kissing, hand-shaking politicians who shove dirt
tunder the carpet to project a "clean parlour". Few
statesmen in the world have sought such unpopularity
and hostility as Harold Wilson has done during the
past few weeks. Wilson has done this consciously ancl
deliberately rvith the full knowledge of what he is
letting himself in for.

All this has happened over the introduction of some
order into the chaotic inheritances of industrial rela-
tions practices that show gaping holes of vulnerability
and weakness for the entire nation. For decades British
industrial relations were conducted on the basis of
relaxed permissiveness, leaving a lot of decisiveness
to the accidence of good perception. This was quite
rvorkable so long as there were no pressures of techno-
logy, competition and economic crises. While in a
majority of instances things worked well and normally,
this relaxed permissiveness provided scope for indi-
viduals with no answerability to anyone to cause havoc
and damage through unofficial strikes.

Harold Wilson was elected the leader of the Labour
Party at the crest-wave of popularity hardly a few
years ago. If he had decided to play the role of a
popular politician interested in prolonging tlre tenure
for thc Labour Party he certainly could have pursued
rnore demagogic policies. Apparently, Wilson seems to
be made of the stuff that places the objective needs
of society over party or group considerations. After
trying various rneasures that just tinkered with the
problem of Britain's economic crisis, Wilson was
finally driven to an area that is more serious and where
mere tinkering with problems will not produce re-
sults.

After heroic atternpts in the reahns of "see no evil,
hear no evil irnd speak no evil and there rvill be no evil"
in relation to unofficial strikes that were bleeding
British economy very painftrlly, after years of hope-
fully looking up to the British T.U.C. to devise insti-
tutional and other methods to contain and stop costly
ttnofficial -strikes, Wilson found that the trade rrnion
movement was intrinsically incapable of certain types
of self-regulations which, however, did not meau that
the trade trnion movcment did not want such regula-
tions, discipline or improvements. The question rvas
rnerely that the unions did not s'ant to be the "hatchet
rnen" to discipline tlreir rlr.r'rr kinrl. Aftcr a recent
series of distrstrous trnofficial strikes, and the inexor-
able findings that ir major surgical operation was

necessarv, the Irrdtrstrial Relations Bill u'as introcluced.
The Bill provicles for tlre setting rrp of a permanent

Cornmission on Indtrstrial llelations as an indepencleut
agency wlrich rvill be stattrtorily emporvered to regu-
Iate inclustrial relations. Headed b1' George Woocl-
cock, the former General Secretary of the British
T.U.C., the Commission, under the Bill, will regulate
company-rvide bargaining procedures and union re-
cognition.

As in the case of the Wagner Act, employers call
be compellecl to bargain in good faith rvith recognized
trade unions. In case of inter-union rivalries, in the
first instance, the T.U.C. rvill be encouraged to sort out
the rivalry, but when or if the T.U.C. fails to sort it
out, the Commission on Industrial Relations will de-
cide which union an employer shall recognize. Any
pressure by another union to compel an employer to
deal with it, can result in penalties for such a pressuris-
ing union.

The Commission can order employees engaged in
an unofficial or official strike to go back to work for
a conciliation period of 23 days like the 80-day cooling
off period in Taft-Hartley Act of USA. Breach of such
orders result in penalties. No criminal provision is
made, but levies can be made as penalties for breaches.
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To avoid the irnpression of pror,iciiug statutory pe,ral-
ties, Iv{rs. Barbara Castle is u'illing to plough back all
Ievies collected as penalties for breaches into a fund
for benefftting rvorkcrs in spheres of rcsearch concem-
ing safetl', rvelfare etc.

This Bill has brought enornlous arn<lunt of difficul-
tics for lr,{r'. \\/ilson. Ray Gunther cluit as Minister for
Labour rather than be rr prrrty to the reform. Bevanites
Iike Michael Foot and other militants in the Labour
Party are up in arms against Wilson. They have no
suggestions to make. This is a unique spectacle where
a radical movement like the labour movement and its
own party have become such arch conservatives rvhen
it comes to putting through changes in tune with con-
temporary requirements. Every opportunity was given
to the T.U.C. to do its orvn house-cleaning.

When the Labour Party was returned to power, it
had 5 distinctive constituents, viz. (1) The Govern-
ment, (2) The Parliamentary Labour Party, (3) The
Labotrr Party for which the National Executive acts
between annual conferences, (4) The T.U.C. - the
General Council speaking with "slightly uncertain
voices, and in which individual unions are autono-
mous", and (5) the Cooperative movement. (Cuardiun
Weekly,24th April 1969). Prime Minister Wilson has
made the Industrial Relations Bill, an issue of basic
prestige by stating that it is "essential to the Govern-
ment's continuance in office". The greatest trouble in
the Bill is over the measures to curb "unofficial strikes".
Trade unions and Party officials are opposed to statu-
tory controls on strikes. But Wilson is determined to
pursue statutory curbs over unofficial strikes for the
following reasons:
l. Public opinion is deeply exercised over damages

wrought by unofficial strikes.
2. Though articulated trade union opinion might be

against the measures, trade unions are actually
anxions for a curb against irresponsible elements
that are a handful and that still create havoc in a
Iarge industry. They embarrass the trade union
movement and put it on the defensive.

3. Wilson has some more years to go and he hopes
to rveirther tlre present unpopultrrity by means of
the inevitable better results that rvill come abottt
in the economic situation when the next elections
become due.

Admitteclly there is a bleach between the Govern-
ment on the one side and the Labour Party and trade
unions on the other side. Labour Party anxieties are
over thc thrcats which the T.U.C. might give of refus-
ing to finance labour party candidates in future elec-
tions.

If Mr. Wilson hh.s to go through severe difficulties
from his orvn friends, supporters ancl institntional cou-
stitrrents ovcr thc present crisis, the Tories are in no
position to deril'cr bcnefit out of the discrlnfittrre of
Wilson. For one thing, Wilsor-r is making a heroic
attempt, at considerable sacrifice to his popularity, to
hring some orcler out of the chaos of British industrial
relatior.rs. After havir.rg sniped at Labour for rnant'

.1

vear.s o\/er unolficiai strikes, it is irarcliy possible fot
the Conservatives to oppose Wilson in llis decisive
nreasures to do something about them. In the forth-
comir.rg passage of the Bill, the Conservatives are ex-
pccted to abstain from voting in the hope of two bene-
ficial restrlts for them, one of supporting a goocl
rneilsure and the other of rvatching with glee the
rnanifestation of division in the ranks of Labour.

Opposition from within his own party has become
formidable for Wilson. Trade Union Congress oppo-
sition has also been a matter of major discomffture.
The lining up of Frank Cousins, and Ray Guntler as
strong opponents, and the milder deprecations of the
lovable lr'{r. Victor Feather represent problems. But
as against tliis which could certainly have been fore-
seen by lvlr. Wilson, he has the support of George
Woodcock, Barbara Castle and other colleagues, but
above all a commitment to do what he feels to be the
right thing.

If Wilson manages to survive the crisis he will
emerge as one of the greatest statesmen U.K. has pro-
duced. But even if his party loses, Wilson could have
the satisfaction of knowing that those who won did so
as the parasites of the foundations which the Labour
Govemment did, just as Sir Stafford Cripps imposed
the austerity and the dose of purgative that cleansed
the British post-war economy of a lot of its problems,
but on the health of which the Conservatives cashed
in and rode for many years.

INDIA AND NEPAL - Cont'd from page 2

and India should take a large-hearted view of trade
u'ith Nepal, India being a big country.

Border dispute - Susta affair - is merely an indi-
cation of the inner tensions and conflicts in Indo-
Nepalese relations. It is over the shifting of a river
course and consequent changes in area. The commu-
nist elements, who specialise in creating troubles, have
uot been slow to take advantage of these things.

If the policy makers of India, in their usual apathy
and wooden-headedness, do not make crucial decisions
to put Inclo-Nepalese reltrtions on a harmonious basis,
thinking public will have to do something to force the
authorities to do so.

On the horizon, there loom two important factors
rvhich rvill affect India.

Fir"-t, an international highway is clesiguecl to pass
through Nepal. It will naturally open up the world for
Nepal bypassing India.

Second, Mao's hordes may descend from the sl<lpcs
of Himalaya. The Kodari road rvhich the Chinese
built for Nepal may prove to be Nepal's undoing and
also Inclia's. If the Chinese take ovcr Ncpal, as they
dicl 'fibet, they will be on the plains of Intlia to loot
and pillagc this country.

If India docs not act qtrickly and rightly, the
Neprrlese people "with the broadest grin in the rvorld",
rnav lrecome their farthe'st neighbotrrs though physi-
callv the closest.



Miserable Plan
M. R. Masani, M.P.

HE draft Plnn aclvances trvo alibis for failurcs-
r trvo u'ars iurd tu'o clrotrghts. Norr', this is nothing
but balclerdaslr. Trvo u'ars aud trvo droughts have
undoubtedly made a little impact, but certainly they
are not responsible for the grim situation in rvhich rve
find ourselves. The Plrrn document shorvs that not ir
single lesson of the past has been learrrt, not a
shibboleth ol cliche has been dropped.

The Prime Minister said that our planning has
'come of age', I woUld suggest to her that senility is a
rnore appropriate description of the state that their'
planning has reached. All the old familiar faces are
there, our old friends, "expansion of the state sector",
"prirnacy of heavy industry", "concentpation of power"
and reliance on licensing and controls. What is there
new in the Plan? Nothing. There is not one new idea 

-

in this whole plan document.
The first feature common to the Plan is that it is

based on unrealistic assumptions and targets. The
national income, it is said, will increase by 5.5 per
cent per annum. That was also the dream of the Third
Plan. The actual achievement was only 2.5 per cent.
This particular document on page 30 admits that a
timeJag of 8 to 4 years has taken place. What is the
assurance that there will not be a similar time lag
and a similar shortfall in regard to the national income
in the next ffve years?

The birth rate, it is claimed, will go dou'n from 39
to 32 per thousand. \\/ho says so? Who knoq's rvhat
the birth late rvill be five years from norv?

Agricultural prodrlction, tlrev say, rvill go trp b1, 5
per cent. Has the monsoon been rerluisitioned by the
National Planning Commission? Have the Gods
placed themselves at the disposal of thc tin gods of
the Planning Commission? Otherwise, how do we knorv
what the rate of growth in agriculture will be, knowing
that there is a cycle in oru agricultural history, that
out of sevell or fir,c rnonsoons, trvo have been bad?
This is the less<ln of tlre cerrturies. Is this cycle going
to be broken by the dictat of the Planning Commission?

Industrial prodtrction will go up by nine per cent.
\\/lro saicl so? In thc last tu,o ),ears, sincc the encl of
the Third Plan, industrial production has gone up by
two per cent. Why have nine per cent? Why not
fifteen per cent? Wbat tomfoolery is this?

Exports, they say', rvill go up seven per cent. It
is very interesting to reacl that Mr. Manubhai Shalr,
rvho ouglrt to know something about exports, com-
rnentcd publicly:'Uttcrly wishful thinking'.

Take r.rext the public sector errterprises. the notoriorrs
laggnrtls ol otrr ccolr(xny, thc drones. 1'hey gave us

. only Rs. 435 crores during the Tliircl Plan. Novv wc'arc told tbat Statc enterprises u,ill givc Rs. 1,730 crorcs.

\4rhat a joke! For tlrc State enterpriscs to give this nrtrclr
rttone)' is conrpletel), beyoncl tlreir cornpctencc.

Then, it is saicl that the ratc of inveshnent u'ill go
up from 11.5 per cent to I3.8 per cent and that foreign
aid rvill be so much; that deficit financing u'ill bc
Rs. 850 clores, llut all tl.re same, thc prices will not
rise." That is another joke: "prices rvill not rise." I
guarantee that prices rvill go up sharply as ir resttlt
ou tlris Plan.

We rvere tolcl all these years that agriculture rvill
get priority, that there u'ill be a shift to agriculture.
It rvas claimed that vve had leanrt the lesson. On this
point therc arc two rather conflicting things said. On
page ll2, it says that tlre "urgency of agriculture has
been brought home by'the experience of recent years."
Good. But on page 10, there is another statement which
will take the breath of this House away. It says that
"Agriculture alu'ays enjoyed a high priority in Indian
planning". If agriculture always enjoyed a high
priority, then there is no need for a shift! That js

exactly what the Plan has done. There is no shift.
I rvill norv come to some figures. At page 49, they

lrave tabulated some figures, and I shall read them.
Agriculture and allied sectors: third Plan, 14 per cent;
fourth Plan, 15.6 per cent. Irrigation and food control:
third Plan, 6.3 per cent; fourth Plan, 4.3 per cent. The
total for these two items comes to 20.3 per cent of the
outlay in the tlrird Plan and I9.9 per cent. in the
fotrrtl-r Pltur. It is less; not ntore. Then, industry ancl
rrinerals, 24J per- cent in the third Plan, and 23.4 per
cent in the fourth Plan. Where is the shift? Both have
gone dorvn bv half to otre per cent. The balance
betu,een them is being maintained, neck to neck,
rvith industry leading agriculture rr little. Where is the
shift?

Anotlrcr featurc of the Plan, a cluplication, it carbon
copy, of tlrc Seconcl ancl Third Plans, is the emphasis
on Statc enterprise and licence-permit Raj. State enter-
prises are notorious Iaggards, the lazy people in
our national life. the incompetent people, the nincom-
poops of the class. They have been rewarded for being
itupid and at the bottom of the cltrss. In the Third
Plan, the orrtlay for the governmental sector was Rs.

8577 crores. ln the Fourth Plan, it is Rs. 14,397 otrt of a
total of Rs. 24,000. Orrt of that, there is a rnassive
investment of Rs. 34CX) crorers in industries and mining
alone.

It is very interesting that our criticism of tlle Statc
scctor, for which our Party has stood from the very
beginning because we saw how the sustenance of the
corintrl, w,as being rvastecl ott tlrctn "*'ltittr clerplrarrts".

is uow enclorsed by many meu u'ho call themselves
colnmultists and sociirlists. \\'c $'cre very glad to havc



a breath of frcsh air fi'om the pandal at Faridabacl
u'here no less a person tltan the President of thc
Congress Pr,111r, to lvhich \\/e are told tlre Government
belongs, cleliverecl himself of a speech. I do not think
it is uccessary for rne to read it; I am sure the Congress
rnernbers lrave Bot it by heart because of the rvound
it must have caused to their ego. The Congress Presi-
cler-rt is entirely ir.r agreement rvith rvhat I am saying
on this point.

So, rvhat I say is no longer the point of vierv of thc
Srvatantra Partl'. Every sane man, every student of
economics, knorvs rvhat I am saying is true.

The Prime Minister talked of resource mobilisation.
It sounds rvonderful, but it only means extorting
money out of the common people. Resource mobili-
sation by the Centre, the Plan tells us, will be Rs. 1600
crores. That involves additional taxation on the com-
mon people of India mostly through indirect taxes and
excise levies of an additional Rs. 200 crores to Rs. 300
crores a vear. Even this has not given them a balanced
budget. Even so they cannot live within their means.
So these u'onderful planners have left an uncovered
gap of Rs. 850 crores.

That is why I say the Plan is not a bold plan. It is
not an ambitious Plan. It is a contemptible petty Plan
from srnall minds who cannot think big. It is a pedes-
trian Plan of stagnation for the next ffve years. Politi-
cians, corrupt businessmen and oftcials are the only
class that rvill thrive under this Plan. A great deal of
good sense is talked these days about political afiairs
by those rvho are not politicians. Shri Nirad Chaudhuri

is orrc of them. ln au articie the other day he wrote:
"Nine-tenths of the Inclian intelligentsia do not
do any productive work at all. They are all parasites.
They live off society."

IIe means they live off the peasants ancl rvorkers. Norv,
in such a situation, surely rve needed a plan that will
give an incentive to the people to work hard and not
be drones. But I arn sorry to say that this is a plan
made by drones sitting in Yojana Bhavan for the large
uumber of drones occupying Government offices and
government factories.

There is something rnulish about the members of
our Planning Commission-Mulish in two respects.
One, they are obstinate like mules; as Gandhiji said,
they have the consistency of the ass; secondly, they are
mulish in that they are sterile and are incapable of
producing anything. They are intellectually sterile
people. They have sat there for ten years and pro-
duced nothing. In the Soviet Union these men would
have been shot out of hand as saboteurs long ago
because of their repeated failures. I have no doubt
that, when the economic history of our time comes to
be written, the names of men like Professor P. C.
Mahalanobis, Mr. Pitambar Pant, Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao
and Dr. D. R. Gadgil will be written in the scroll of
ignominy as men who destroyed the economic future
and hopes of our people, who consigned our people
to half a century of poverty and despair. We wish to
have no part in this miserable Plan which will lead
the people to stagnation and doom

-Extracts from a speech in Parliament
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From The Great 'Io A Great
Gafoor

f N tlris, thc (landhi centeuar.y vear., it is u,ortlr
r reflecting on the kind of men Gandhiji encotrraged
and brotrght into prominence. Nehru and Jayaprakash
Narayan, the Sardar and Rajaji, among the front rank.
Lorver down came men like the late Sudhir Ghosh
and Shriman Narayan. What united them apart from
theil loyalty to the Mahatma and their devotion to the
cause of national freedom? What qualities of intellect
and character? A fascinating subject for study.

The student will ffnd Letters front Gandhi Neluu
Vinoba by Shriman Narayan, (Asia Publishing House,
Rs. 25l-) very usefnl. The letters exchanged between
the author and three of India's great leaders, he
assures us, "throw a flood of light not only on the life
and thought of these noble and distinguished sons of
India, but also on contemporary history and turn of
events". They are, however, "selected letters". The
basis of selectiorl is nowhere indicated but a careful
reader rvill not ffnd it too difficult to discover it. Some
letters are purely personal and inconsequential. Two
letters by Gandhiji to Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and
Jamnalal Baiaj are included. Both have been published
by the recipients before. But they bear re-publica-
tion for the priceless information they contain. "He is
a rare gem" Gandhiji writes of the author in the ffrst
letter, and in the other "He has in him an e*tr"ordi.rar.'
amalgam of scholarship, sobriety and humility". In
order that the significanl'e of these certificates mav
not be lost on clrrll minds, the author has taken carc
to italicise them. Sorne sobriety, some humility.

At places the arrthor is trnfair to the reader as well
as to some others. He does not publislr his letter to
Mr. Nehm dated August 8, 1953 when Sheikh
Abdullah was arrested, in which he records his talks
u'ith Maulana Masoodi, btrt he ptrblishes Mr. Nehru's
reply referring to it. Similarly, Mr. Nehrrr's letter re-
ferring, apparently, to Miss Mridula Sarabhai is
published; but not the author's note to rvlrich it is a
reply. Does Mr. Narayan think this is fair to the
N{aulana or to Miss Sarabhai?

Nonetheless, the letters are of great interest and of
some value. For instance we find Gandhiii writing to
Mr. Narayan two days before independence "Urdu
can never become our lingua franca; nor could Hindi
be so, even if the Union Government puts its seal on
it. That alone could be our national language which
both the communities can write and speak," But
u'hile Gandhiji adhered to his views on the language
question despite partition. N{r. Naravan resigned as

General Secretary of Hindustani Prachar Sabha as lrc
"strongly felt that the continuance of Flindustani
movement rvould lrc a futile efiort."

The letters rvith trIr. Nelrrtr are evell nrore revealing.
They providc an interesting case of mutual eclucati<-rn.
Wrote l\4r. Nelrru to the author on May 25, 1953 com-
menting on one of his rnany literary outpourings, "The
part dealing u'ith Goseua, however, does seem to me
to require redrafting, more especially because of the
agitation for banning cow-slaughter which certain
communal organisations have been carrying on. What
you have written might be utilised to support this
agitation." Also, "I would have liked the prohibition
chapter also to be somewhat differently worded. It is
right to say that the loss of revenue should not be
an argument. A social evil has to be prevented. The
question is what is the best method of preventing it.
It is obviously not a good method when it fails of its
purpose by encouraging too much illicit distillation.
We should approach the problem with the intention
of giving effect to prohibition. But we should consider
effective rr"ays and means of doing so."

The home truths were not all expressed by one side.
Thus apropos the reorganisation of States. "Vinobaji
felt that it should also be made very plain to the people
that once the recommendations of the Commission
were accepted by the Government, there should be no
further agitation in the matter; otherwise the whole
object of appointing a Commission will be defeated."
I{ou, right he has proved! And hou' sotrnd was his
advice to Mr. Nehrtr in 1954 which the author reports,
"He u'as of the definite view that if vou step out of
the Government, even for some time, it will have a
very healthy effect on the country, the Government as

well as the Congress. He had no doubt in his mind
that strch an action on your part rvould enable you to
play your part ntrch more effectively in the national
and international sphere."

Or, consider this letter to N4r. Nehnr in September
1953 "'layaprakashji told me that he was still of the
opirrion that in order to achieve substantial results in
tlte econonric development of India some kind of a

coalition betvveen the Congress, P.S.P. and other demo-
cratic parties would be desirable. It is true that
Coalition Governments were generally formed only in
the case of national emergencies when the party in
power dicl not command an absolute rnaiority. He,
hou'ever, felt that in an underdeveloped country like
India the party system of Government was not very
suitablc for achieving quick results. Just as the Com-
rntrnists try to forge United Fronts for establishing a

dictatorslrip, so tlre democratic parties clf a cottntn'
may try to secttrc somc kincl of a Unitecl Front for
speeding up social ancl ecottomic progress and check-



l;rcedorrt Ifirst

ing thc trc'ncls tou'alcls totalitarianisnr." It can rvell bc
u'ritten tocla1..

In his lntrocltrctiotr IvIr. Naray'an v'rites: "In his
capircitl' as the Congress Presiclent, Panditli used to
send me to different places to report on the condition
of the Congress orgnnisation in those regions. He had
implicit tnrst in my ollservations and suggestions and
took quick action." However in one matter of great
irnportance N,lr. Nehru apparently, rvas not impressed
lry I\{r. Narayan's report. On December 2, 1954 lr{r.
Narayan told his mentor "May I express my appre-
hension about one point regarding the proposed
Russian Steel Plant? I understand that the payment to
Russia is to be made in rupees. Such a kind of pay-
ment is likely to be abused by the Russian Govern-
ment for ftnancing Communist activities in India.
Whilc submitting mA report on TraDancore-Cochin
affairs, I hacl tpritten to Aou hou the Communist
Partg uas receioing ample fuads front the import and
cq)ort trade betwecn India and Russia. Considerable
untount of ntoney is also earned bg the Communist
Partg ottt of sales of free literature obtained front
Rolssia. I am, therefore, confident that the Govern-
ment of India would consider this point fully before
finalising terms about the Steel Plant." (italics mine
throughotrt) Mr. Nehm's reply is not published but
rve knou'thc irftermath, in Mr. Nehru's dealings with
the Russians.

He also took steps to ensure that Mr. Narayan's
brain rvas properly u'ashed. We find Mr. Nehru writing
on N'Iay IB, 1955 a libel he never dared to utter in
ptrblic. "I am enclosing a paper called Freedom First
s'hich is issued by the Indian Committee for Cultural
Freeclorn. This Comrnittee is an American-organised
Cornmittee trying to put across the American view-
point. I am drii"f ing your attention to this because this
Committee has drawn into its fold a number of pro-
minent members of the P.S.P. Masani has been a very
important member of it. Jayaprakash once wrote to
rne in its favoru'. Yotr rvill see that Jayaprakash is
rltrotecl in tlris in connection rvith our second Five
Year Plan. Professor r\,Iahalanobis's plan frame as well
as orlr Econornists' Note on it is severely criticised in
this on the ground that all this savours of Communism.

Jayaprakash is quotecl as having said that the seven
authors of Pandit Nehru's Second Five Year Plan are
all men from behind the Iron Curtain." As is well-
knorvn, it was trn lnclian initiative rvhich brought the
Committee into being rrnd Socialists (Tavaprakash
Narayan, Asoka Nlehta, Purshottam Trikumdas) were
among its forrncler members, not its later recruits, still
lcss sedrrccrl vi<'tims "drirwlr into its foltl". A Com-
rnitter: is rncrrelv thc sum of its mcmbers, [t has no
personalitv tptrrt frorn tlrernt.

N4r. Nehrtr's letter. rvas severely critical of Sociirlists
and rcpeated criticisrn that has publicly beeu ex-
pressed only by Comnrunists "The Socialists also talk
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of India baving an inclependent policy but in efiect
thev incline tou'ards the American group."

Finallv, rvrote N{r. Nehru, "Vast sums of money arc
being spent in India by various organisations run by
the Americans and quite a number of nervspapers get
help fi'om them in various lvays, more especially some
of our communal papers."

Ivlr, Nartryan fully came up to tbe scratch "I have
shown your letter to Shri Dhebarbhai and have also
conveyed the gist of your letter to Vinobaji. I have also
rvritten an article on this topic for the next issue of
the Econontic Reoietu." For good measure, he added
a \/ague libel of his own, "We have been receiving
stray information about the possibility of some persons
in the Congress Parliamentary Party being the agents
for United States. I do not know whether you have
received sorne specific information about the persons
concerned. A number of 'Research Scholars' from
America come to the AICC Office these days for the
use of the library or the Press Cuttings Department.
We have now given instructions to our office to be
strict in this matter and not to allow these American
scholars to mix with the staff'. All were, thus, indis-
criminately dumped together. But, surely, had the
Prime Minister of India no means of repelling Ameri-
can interference in sovereign India's affairs? Had the
Ieader of the Congress Parliamentary Party no means
of expelling "agents for United States" from the Party?

Mr. Narayan seems to have lost all interest in check-
ing the flow of Russian money thereafter. Instead, he
warned lr4r. Nehru about the Ford and Roc'kefeller
Foundations. "It is significant that economic research
which is conducted by several private institutions
receiving clonations from thesc Fotrndations tends to
get biased in favour of private enterprise and is often
loaded against our basic policies. I, tlrerefore, stronglv
feel that the existing procedures for making grants to
private institutions in India by the Ford and other
Foundations should be carefrrlly revised in order to
keep at least our iniellecttral 

'and 
educational life

intact." A footnotc informs the reader "necessary
action rvas initiatecl in this r.natter lly the Government
of India". As regards I'}.L. 480 funds in India Mr.
Nartryan got busy "trying to obtain the necessary in-
formation" about its use.

By then Mr. Narayan had completely fallen in lino
rvith the Commissar. On June 23, 1958 Mr. Narayan
wrote to Mr. Nehm "I am sending herewith a copy
for an article entitled Ends and Means which I havc
rvritten for the next issue of the AICC Econornic
Reaieoo. Kindly Iet me know whaher you would like
rnc to rnirkt, any changes in the ideas expressed in the
article." Tlre article containecl this sentence "Prime
Itlinistc:r Nchrtr has oftcn rcmrrrkcrcl tlrat the Com-
nrunjsts itrc, perhirps, tlre greatest reactionaries in
the moclem rvorld." Tlris, of course, was absolutell'

(Contittuccl on 1rugc 1J)



The Mirage Of Leftist Unity
R. Muthuswamy

MR. V. K. KRISHNA N,IENON, in lris horrl of
rvr triumph in the Midnapore election to Lok Sabha,
as an ultra-left candidate, supported by a conglomera-
tion of leftist parties, called for the emergence of a
party of socialist unity. His idea of unity embraced
the young Turks and progressives within the Con-
gress Party. This is borne out by the fact that subse-
quently he came out rvith an appeal to the progressives
rvithin tl.re Congress Party to quit the Congress. The
loud thinking on the part of some senior Congress-
men about the need for polarisation of the right and
left in the party also gives credence to the hope of a
united leftist party emerging as an alternative to the
ruling party. The experiments of United Fronts for
the purpose of defeating the Congress in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal also reinforce such a hope. One
rnust examine, however, how far conditions are con-
ducive to the emergence of such an united party.

The leftist camp has always been divided into two
broad movements-Communist and Socialist-with no
possibility of any reconciliatiorr. The mutual suspicion
of the two divisions, in spite of the truce for the pur-
poses of defeating a leviathan like Congress, is too
deep rooted to make reconciliation possible. However,
the phenomenon of both the Communist and Socialist
movements being further split into smaller groups has
added a new dimension to internecine quarrels among
the groups. The coming into power of the United
Front ministries in Bengal and Kerala has resulted in
internal quarrels among these constituents, resulting
in further fragmeutation of the movements.

Recently at the annual convention of the Samyukta
Socialist Party held at Jubbulpore, S. M. Joshi, the
veteran Socialist, moved an amendment to the poli-
tical resolution calling for unity of socialist parties.
The opposition to this amendment was spearheaded
by no less a person than George Fernandes, the new
General Secretary of the Party, and the amendment
was defeated by an overwhelming maiority. Ironically
the newly elected President of the Party voted for the
amendment and, according to reports, was thinking
of resigning his presidentship. Similarly, overtures of
Right Communists for a rapproachment with Marxists
at the organizational level have been spurned by the
latter, The Marxisfs after venturing into parliamentary
democracy successfully had their own quota of woes
from their erstwhile comrades, who have now formed
their ou,n parties rvith the avou'ed prlrpose of ernbarras-
sing the N{arxists and daring them to act. Kanrr Sanval
of Naxalbari fame, after a show dorvn lvith the Marx-
ists on May day, announced the formation of a new
Communist Party, called C.P.I. (Marxist-Leninist).

T. Nagi Reddi, the Telengana hero, was instrumental
in forrning a fourth party called the Co-ordinating Com-
mittee. These tvvo new factions consider C.P.I.(M) as
their arch enemy and are determined to create the
maximum trouble possible wherever the Marxists are
the dominant partner in the U.F. Governments. The
Naxalites particularly are very active in Kerala and
West Bengal. This has led to a peculiar 'rat in the
throat' situation to the Marxists, who much as they
would like to assume greater powers to deal with thc-
new menace effectively, dare not publicly acknow-
ledge this in view of their earlier ideological stances
and commitments. Thus they were left in the un-
enviable position of declining the invitation of the
Union Home Minister to the meeting called to dis-
cuss ways and means to deal with the threat from
Naxalites.

The latest interesting situations created within the
working of the constituents of U.F. Governments
reveal the cracks in the Front much more clearly. In
Kerala almost a crisis which would have led to the
downfall of the Ministry itself came about when the
K.S.S.P. (Kerala Samyukta Socialist Party) Minister
Kuniu refused to quit when asked to do so. Similarly
Right Communists in the Kerala Cabinet had also
come out with public pronouncements about the im-
possible conditions in which they have been forced
to work and the sabotaging tactics adopted by their
Marxist colleagues in the Cabinet. Not only did Right
Communists at one stage hot take part in Cabinet
meetings but also gave an ultimatum of three months
to the Marxists that if they did not mend their ways,
the Rightists would quit. Thus the Ministry is now
highly crisis prone not due to any outside interferences
but due to internal squabbles and bickerings.

In West Bengal, rvlen the first U.F. Ministry came
into porver, with a slender majority, the internal diffe-
rences among constituents did not come out to the
surface as it has happened now. In the present U.F.
N4inistry where the Marxists have emerged as the most
determined and dictating partner, the internal squab-
bles have already started manifesting thernselves in
the open. The recent open clashes between the Revo-
Iutionary Socialists and Marxists at Alipurduar pro-
vide an outstanding example. Apart from these inter-
necine quarrels, power has also brought with it cer-
tain organizational problems to some of the consti-
tuents. In spite of the directive from the Central
Executive, a nomince of the Praja Socialist Party in
the West Bengal legislature has joined the Cabinet.
Similarly when the Samyukta Socialist Party's central

(Continue<I on pagc 77)



Subversion In British [Jniversities
A. E.

"fN l-nglarr<1, tlre universitics caunot claint to ltc
Ithreatenccl bi, clelibcrate subvelsion". So s,rote

Spectator in the Bimringham University student
newspaper Rcdbrick sorne months back.

If this neAns that thele is no immediate dtrnger of
an anarcho-comrnunist capture of most of the student
representative bodies, the statement is correct. Never-
theless, subversive propaganda and campaigns of sub-
versive action - both carefully organised and some of
tlrem remarkably lvell financed - are making deep
inroads into the politically active sector of student life.

Evidence of this includes the upsurge of interest
in the "Nerv Left", the popularity of the writings of
N{arcuse (whose Hegelian-Marxist-Freudian iargon
impresses the naive), the revolutionary theory of
Ernest Mandel, editor of the Belgian u'eekly LaGauche
trnd one of the principal instigators of the French
student riots last summer, and the hero-cult of Che
Cuevarra. These differ in content, spirit and appeal
from the Communist creed of the Oxbridge Marxist
intellectuals of the Thirties to Fifties. These "theoreti-
cians" s'ere regirrded as of small account in a Corn-
mtrnist Party then rvedded ftrmly to the doctrine of
the pre-erninence of the working class. Today the
university students and dons are lvooed by that Party.
Thcy are exhorted to assume the responsibility of win-
ning the practical leadership of that militant force in
political life rvhich can control the future given suffi-
cient trbility and skilled direction.

len per cent of university tutors in Britain are said
to be of the extreme Left in outlook and in their
teaching in the Social Sciences. As for undergraduates,
their numbers change every year as their courses are
completecl. Their turnover, and the volatility of
thought characteristic of yotrth, reudc,r impossible
irccuratr: asscssmeuts of the percentage of subversives.
It is eviclent, hos'ever, that in every university there
is tr group of students rvorking unitedly to control
undergracluate thought and political representation in
thc intercst of Soviet, r\'[aoist, Trotskyist or anarchist
objects.

In the ploviucial truiversities, younger tutors are
often associatcd rvith these groups, giving the conti-
nuity anc{ stnbility so vahrable in the organisational
rvork arnor.rg the quickly succeeding generations of
sttrrlcnts. Thc N{arxist ctrlt is, for example, rnaintained
lrf ir Senior Lccturer at Leecls University, a lectrtrer
in Econonric's at IItrll, arrd a Ilistorv lcctttrcr at Oxford,
cac'lr o[t u'lronr resig1,,t1 frour thc Commtrnist Partl'
irftcr tlr<: bloocly' crtrslrirg ol the Hrurgarian rising.

Tlic Corlrlunist Partv has rnade intense efforts to
crcatc tlaiuccl caclres of iltellectuals to coutrol and
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clirect the eflorts of t]re masses. At the Party Congress
of 1963, the C.P. General Secretary, John Gollan,
stressbd ihe development of the rvork of the Cultural
Committee. "Of the greatest importance", he declared,
"has been our gro*'th in the rrniversities. There is norv
u Party branch in every major university, and the new
crop of graduates is strengthening the number of our
intellectuals".

The especially militant activities of the Trotskyist
groups, notably in the newer universities, often affects
circles outside the collegiate - e.g. extra-mural students
and groups of apprentices in industry. These groups
are as likely to work through college societies, Labour
clubs and even the Liberal Party as through openly
Ir{arxist or Communist organisations. In many univer-
sities the Labour clubs are under the influence of the
Trotskyist-controlled NALSO, (National Association of
Labour Student Organisations). One especially un-
lovely feature of these militants is their refusal to
listen to - and the attempt to prevent others from
hearing - the expression of views to which they are
opposed. Tlris applies botli to speakers within the
universities and to visitors invited to address student
bodies. Hence the violence attending meetings address-
ed by Mr. Healey, Mr. Powell and the speaker from
the Arnerican Embassy at whom the glorious revolu-
tionaries of Sussex threw paint,

The number of cases in which militant student
leaders are foreigners suggcsts interesting possibilities
of organisation and ffnance. Thus on four occasions
since 1934-5, when one of them was expelled and left
the country, London School of Economics militant
leaders have beeu American Communists; these appear
in some cases as post-graduate students, and so far
from being bona-fide students seem like full-time
political organisers.

Finally, it should be noted that the mores of these
rnilitants run directly contrary to the ethos of the
university as understood in England. When the
supremacy of Theology was broken, and the grip of
the Church of England weakened, the universities
becarne centres of liberal studies, "liberal" because
freed from ecclesiastical control. What tlie subversives
of today are seeking is not freedom for themselves
from the power of others, but power for themselves
to dcstroy the freedom of others. The shameless
attcmpts to deny freedom to opponents, the refusal
to listcn to tlre rrrgur.nents of those rvho differ from
thcnr (cxernplificcl ou rt-ccnt llBC pr'<lgrammes) is ouc
of tlro alarrning developnrents of lecent times: these
"revolutionaries" are in this respect thorough-going
reactionaries!



Secondly, tire irnpiications of r\iarxist aurl other
revolutionary morality are of great practical impor-
tance. It is in full accord with such morality to lie,
cheat, deceive-as Lenin stressed in the work of the
Trade Unions. One university invited a Socialist to
debate against n Cornmunist, and then advertised the
Socialist as a Fascist. Another university stages a debate
in rvhich the Chairman refused to indicate to the Anti-
Communist for how long he should speak, and then
allowed the Commtrnist an opening speech of exactly'
twice the length of the proposer's. When it came to
the closing speeches, the Chairman allowed the Com-

tnunist to speak for the whole of thc remaining time,
then refused to allow the proposer to speak aiall on
the grounds that the time allorved for the debate had
expired.

There is nothing in Nlarxist morality to discourage
the rigging of strrdent elections, the miscounting of
votes, the introcltrction of otrtsiders into university and
college meetings in order to add blocks of votes to the
Communist. When British students awaken to u'hat
is happening, there rvill be a strong reaction against
the srrbversives.

FROIT 7'HE CREAT 'I'O A GREA'I'-Cont'd fron puge 8

correct. Mr. Nehm had, indeed, suggested that Marx
and his ideology were out of date. But then Mr.
Narayan had not realised that that was days ago and
that the Nehru line had changed. He lvas made wiser.

The very same day lvlr. Nehru shot back this terse
and revealing reply. "lbur letter and your article. I
would only suggest one minor change. Page 2, the
middle, you might add'in India' after "Communists".
tr4r. Narayan adds this engaging footnote "Shri Nehru
u'as in favour of condemning the Communist Party of
India, but not Communists in other friendly countries
like'the Soviet Union." The article was published in
the AICC Economic Repiew with the change suggest-
ed by Shri Nehru. Comment is unneeessary on this
doctoring of the record. Mr. Nehru must have been
pleased by the author's pliability even as the author
became reconciled to Mr. Nehrut double-standards.

Unfortunately, the author's selection is very odd
and rve are not given the replies to some interesting
letters he had u'ritten to Mr. Nehru. Two of them bear
quotation. "You must have read in the papers about
a recent incident which took place in Aligarh. Shri
Vichitra Narain Sharma, Minister of Transport, U.P.,
attended a tea party given by a dacoit, who was
arrested by the Police immediately after the party was
over. This has created a very bad impression in the
prrblic. There is a general feeling that Ministers and
high officials of the Government attend too many
parties at private residences during their tours. Instead
of staying at the Circuit Houses or Dak Bungalows,
sorne of thern also stay at private places. This
gives cause for considerable gossip and unnecessary
jealousies. In fact, some of us did not like our Ministers
and Chief Ministers staying in Calcutta at the Dalmia
House or the Birla Park during the Kalyani Session."
This rvas in 1954. Four years later the author wrote
"One of the main reasons for the growing unpopularity
of thc Congress Government in States is the protec-
tion ancl patronage that is often extended to corrupt
industrialists and businessmen Iargely because they
cotrtrilrutc to Party, funds at the timc o[ clcctions.
Btrsinessmen, in thc very nature of things, trv to eam
rnanv time the funds given to the Congress through
trnfair methods." He added, "It is essential to reduce

considerably the existing glamour for Ministerial
positions. As soon as a Congress leader becomes a
Minister, he moves from his ordinary house to a big
bungalow. His family soon gets accustomed to a much
higher standard of living and he, therefore, tries to
stick to office through various undesirable activities
including the organization of narrow groups within
the Congress Party."

Mr. Narayan's book does not throw the promised
"flood of light", but it does provide some revealing
glimpses of ugly traits and patterns we wotrld do well
to recall and remember.

^IIRACE 
OF LEFTIST' UNIT'y - Cont'd from page I

executive directed its nominees in the U.F. Ministry in
Kerala to withdras'from the Ministry, they preferred
to quit the party and form their own party called
Kerala Samyukta Socialist Party a la Kerala Congress,
uncler the name of Indian Socialist Pirrty. Peter Alvares,
n fading politician, is trying to use the Kerala dissident
socialists as a source to recharge his own rundown
battery. The Revolutionary Commtrnist Party of India,
a constituent of the United Front in West Bengal,
has two legislators both of whom were expelled from
the party for the sin of not vacating their Assembly
seats to oblige the Minister belonging to their party,
who is not an electecl representative. Already arguments
havc started if the two legislators must be expelled
from the United Front.

The leftist parties thus find themselves in complete
clisarray rvithout a rvill to survive or to merge into
one party. At best, the popularity of these parties has

always been centcring arouncl inclividual leaders and
the splits had also been due to personal loyalty t<r

lcaclers than real ideological clifferences. The result
has been that all these parties now represent anarchic
grorrpings n,ithout any discipline rvhich is the sine qua

non for an.v dynamic organization. It is, indeed, a
hercrrleurr task to forge real arrd u'orthrvhile rrnitr'
among these gloups ancl all unity talks in the present
juncture are merely wishful thinking. The trnity is still
a rnirage.

n
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With Many Voices
Ntoans round with many voices. Come, ;;i:t*"a?
'Tis not too late to seek a nc\t'enuorrrr."_rnnu'ron.

As *'ith Louis Napoleon,- it nright be' said of her Those who want a split in the Congress "are really
(Mrs. Indira Gandhi ) that her narne is her fortune. u'orking for anarchy.

-Malcolnr lr{trggeridge, Tlrc Obseroer Rer>iew, -Sharnlal, Tintes of Indit, May 13.
May ll.
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At present the party ( Congress ) is rvorse than a
railway platform. At least on a rajlway platform the
passengers knorv their destination.

-S. K. Patil, Himmat, May L

If I had ro choose between a Parliament without
newspapers or newspapers without a Parliament I
would unhesitatingly choose the latter.

-Lord Sharvcross, former Chairman, British Press
Council, Himmat, May 2.

These campaigns to malign individuals are designed
to pursue one by one those rvho cherish certain values.

-N4orarji Desai, The Econontic Tinrcs,May 2,3.

One writes to have and to give pleasure.

-Louis Fischer in his new book, Russia's Road

front, Peace to War.
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The presence of a partisan ffgure as Head of State
in1972 rvill be an invitation to wanton and destructive
strife and acrimony' 

-It[arcrt of the Nutior,May 17.

Russia could do without the party but the party
cannot ae.hieve even its intemal objective without the
army.

-Gabriel Lorince, Neu Statesnnn, May 2.

Freedorn and self respect are non-negotiable.
-Sidney Hook, U.S. Neras & World Report,

May 19.

Otrr pro-lr,loscow Communists would not subscribe
to arry legal measures against the Naxalites.

-Thought, May 17.

Lies can be divided into three categories - ordinary
lies, blatant lies and statistics given by the Marxists.

-T. V. Thomas (CPI), Industries lvlinister,
Government of Kerala, The lndian Express,

May 20.

The idea tlrat the two real super-powers are Israel
and North Vietnam may be a bit over-simpliffed.

-The Econontist, May I0.

ln its lcpeated atternpts to discovcr its political
identity, the Samyrrkta Socialist Party has ahvays ended
by adding to the confusion of its aims and purposes,

-Hindustan Tinrcs, N,Iay 16.
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