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I DO not see the point of the recent pother about
Mrs. Gandhi’s borrowing some ideas on economic
policy from a Pak professor. After all, our P.M. cannot
be expected to work out original conceptions of econo-
mic development all by herself. Consequently, she
must lift them from someone somewhere. If, this time,
it happens to be a Pak academician in the employ of
the World Bank, this is merely a random statistical fact.

However, I do wish that the P.M. would excercise
a little more quality-consciousness in her exploratory
rambles through the pages of the lesser-known journals.
This would have prevented her getting taken in by the
absurd claims of Dr. Mahabub ul Haque (the Pak
professor in question) of having invented a new
approach to development planning. These ideas, as
they have been presented, are neither original, nor
particularly valuable.

What, after all, is Dr. Haque’s central idea? It is
that a high growth rate of the Gross National Product
(taken as a single objective ) is not a suitable guide for
development planning particularly for the poor nations.
This has been pointed out, over and over again, in the
last two decades by people like Colin Clark, P. T.
Bauer, Simon Kuznets and Gunnar Myrdal. In recent
times, Professor Mishan and Dudley Seers have been
eloquent propagandists of this point of view.

The reason why GNP measures of development have
continued to be popular is not that the defects of such
measures have not been well understood. It is because
alternative useful measures of development perfor-
mance have been difficult to devise. But does Dr.
Haque offer us any new guide lines on this critical
technical problem? No. Instead, he offers the following
hodge-podge as a serious development policy.

First, “the problem of development must be defined
as a selective attack on the worst forms of poverty”.
Dr. Haque does not tell us how we distinguish between
these worst forms of poverty and other relatively
innocuous forms. Neither does he tell us the criteria

of -selection on which the alleged ‘selective attack’
should be based.

Secondly, “the developing countries should define
minimum consumption standards that they must reach
in a manageable period of time”. How these minimum
needs are to be fixed is not specified. We are only told
that they must not depend on the ability to pay. But
it is unclear as to what this means. If the poor group’s
incomes do not rise enough to enable them to pay for
their minimum material needs, it means that they will
have to be maintained on the dole. Does Dr. Haque
really comprehend the consequences of putting about
40 per cent of the population on the dole? If he does
not, what is the meaning of the phrase that the ability
to pay should not be considered at all.

Thirdly, the concern for more production and better
distribution should be “brought together in defining
the pattern of development”. Bravo! But what about
the cases where the two concerns do not match? What

(Continued on page 14)
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