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FREEDOM IS INDIVISIBLE

M. R. Masani

SEVEBAL hundred columns of newspapers and
journals have been filled and reams of paper used
over the controversy raised by the supersession of
three senior judges of the Supreme Court in the course
of the nomination of the Chief Justice. This act of
political skullduggery has rightly outraged public
opinion in this country, as also the vast majority of
the legal profession. The reaction of the Bar, which
resulted for the first time in Indian history in mem-
bers of the profession going on strike, has been heart-
ening. For the first time since Independence, members
of the legal profession have been shaken out of their
passivity in public affairs. The three judges who
asserted their self-respect and dignity by their imme-
diate resignation deserve both sympathy and felicita-
tions.

But—this too is significant—singularly little has been
said or written about the realpolitik behind this deve-
lopment. One would imagine that this particular act
of interference with the freedom of the judiciary is
an isolated act and has no relation to what has been
happening elsewhere in the national life of this
country. There has been almost a conspiracy of silence
on this point. It thus becomes necessary to put this
particular development in proper perspective.

Part of Pattern

The blow that has been struck at the integrity of
the Supreme Judiciary is part of a general pattern.
Quite simply, it is one step in the attempt at the Com-
munist take over of India which started in 1969 with
the alliance between the ruling Congress Party and
the Communist Party of India to get their “rubber
stamp” candidate elected as President of the Republic.

~ Since then, this process has escalated step by step. The
Indo-Soviet Treaty on the international plane,
the take over of the banks, general insurance, mines
and the foodgrains trade in succession on the economic
plane and the vandalistic attacks on motor cars by a
C.P.L led procession in the streets of Bombay on May
15 are other facets of the same conspiracy.

Even the hole and corner manner of the announce-
ment of the nomination of the new Chief Justice made
after the Supreme Court had closed for the day on
April 25 is reminiscent of the outrageous promulgation
of the Ordinance for the nationalisation of the banks
late on a Saturday afternoon in July 1969 when Parlia-
ment was due to meet on Monday morning and the
manner in which letters to Congress President
Nijalingappa and the press were delivered around mid-
night. The method of the coup d’etat is to be found in
each such move.

It is not an accident that the authoritative defence
of this step in the Lok Sabha was entrusted to a
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The scandal about the Union Government’s
assault on the Supreme Court has disclosed a
lamentable inability on the part of the Indian
press to call a spade a spade. The Editor fills the
lacuna by saying on this page a few things that
need to be said. On page 2 will be found Khrush-
chev’s description of How Beria Died, which pro-
vides an ironic footnote to the Editor’s article.

Our former editor, Mr. V. B. Karnik, analyses
sensational disclosures made by a former secre-
tary of two Communist fronts about how Moscow
finances its Indian stooges and in the process
manages to corrupt them.

Commenting on the latest volume of Sardar
Patel’s correspondence to be published, Mr. A, G.
Noorani makes a plea for a fair and objective
assessment of the record of both Pandit Nehru
and Sardar Patel.

Geeta Doctor writes about the Road to
Matheran.

Vasudeva Rao and A. Chatterjee contribute
book reviews.
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