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OUR GREATEST SCARCITY 
Field Marshal S.H.F.J. Maneltshaw 

The following is an excerpt from Field MarshalS. H. F. f. Manekshaw's talk delivered in Bombay on 16th 
May at a function to mark the 59th Birth Anniversa1'y of the late Col. Lesl·ie Sawhny. 

J FOUND it somewhat strange, that you should 
.:::sr have invited a soldier to take part in this pro-

gramme of training for democracy instead of one of 
guardians and champions of democracy, one of our 
Central ministers. Smely it would have been more 
appropriate to invite one of these who are our guard­
ians and protect our freedom, who guard us and 
protect us against the evils of totalitarianism, of cor­
ruption, of blackmarketing and laxity in public and 
private life, rather than me whose very training through 
the years for 42 years makes him ineligible for such a 
function. Then am I to assume that you are fed up of 

too much piety · and at least for the b1ief space of 
a few nunutes you want a change? 

About three months ago I was inv'ited by the 
Rotary Intemational to address them in this very city 
and I talked to them then on the subject of leadership. 
I gather that General Cariappa was here a few years 
ago and he too talked about leadership. But apparently 
these talks have had no significant effect. 

To my way of thinking, among all the scarcities 
that exist in tlus country the greatest scarcity is that 
of Leadership. There is a shortage of foodgrains, there 

(Continued on page 15) 

REFORM OR REVOLUTION? 
Editor Addresses Rotary 

ADDRESSING the Rotary Club of Bombay on 21, 
Mr. M. R. Masa1u observed that, as a result of 

~ twenty years of Statist policies inspired by Marxist 
ideology, India was now faced with a political, eco­
nomic and moral crisis which could be Tesolved either 
by reform or revolution. What was needed was nothing 
less than a 'U' turn or a complete reversal of tl1e cur­
rent counter-productive policies and plans. The ques­
tion was who ~ould or would be able to do this. 

vVhiJe noticing some straws in the wind such as the 
reduction in Income Tax rates, thedrithdrawal of the 
government monopoly in the food grain trade and the 
firm resistance to Labour indiscipline, Mr. Masani said 
a reversal of policy on the part of the Prime Minister 
and her government was something devoutly to be 
wished but doubted whether anything more thau a 
zigzag in place of the 'U' turn could be expected from 
those at the country's steering wheel. He was equally 
sceptical about a change of government secured by 

electoral means because most of the leaders of the old 
political parties had lost their credibility and lacked the 
capacity to deliver the goods. 
' If these constitutional outlets failed, a revolution 
after a few years would become inevitable. Gujarat and 
Bihar were pointers. Mr. Masani saw only two stable 
and hopeful factors in the country- the Armed Forces 
and Jayaprakash Narayan. 

vVhen all other avenues of changes were blocked, 
history showed that, as in Indonesia, Ghana, Chile and 
Portugal, the armed forces were sucked in to fill the 
vaccum. As a democrat, Mr. Masani hoped that the 
necessity for military intervention could be avoided. In 
his view, a Gandbian Satyagraha led by Jayaprakash 
was the best way out. 

But it was no use passing the buck to either Jaya­
prakash or the Army. Every citizen had a role to play 
in preserving democracy and working for a prosperous 
India. 



Betuseen You dt Me and The Lamp Post

Bonaza for Indian Newspapers

qINCE it is always consoling to find a neighbour's
u nrisfortunes more acute than one's own, let us at
least rejoice that we have not sunk as low as Lanka.
There, that other lady has not only sealed the oppo-
sition press and threatened to confiscate the property of
those u'ho demonstrate in protest rallies in breach of
police orders, but she is also stalling oppositir.rn
demands that Parliament should be convened imme-
diately.

A sense of humour can, however, get the better of
the sourest of women and their works. It rvas none
other than the Government-owned newspaper I'he
Neros rvhich, on April 24, innocently published in its
obituary column a hilarious item rvhich read:

"Denrccracy - death occurred under tragic circurn-
stances of D.E.M. O'Cracy, beloved husband of
Bertie (Liberty), loving father of T. Ruth (Truth),
brother of Faith Hope on Saturday, the 2fth instant."

Things have got so bad in Sri Lanka that the local
dailies were not eveu allorved to publish a letter
rvritten by Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, the Leader of the
Opposition and a fonner Deputy Prirne Minister, to
l'r'iure tr'Iinistel Birndaranaike and leleased to the press
on April 2tL. In the course of the letter, Jayewardene
rvrote:

"You have imposed severe restrictions on the
freedom of the people. Innocent people ale being
cletained u'ithout trial aud rvithout recourse to the
courts for considerable periods of time.
"Press freedom has been violated and the Lake
Housc papers (biggest rlewspaper group) iu'e
Govemment publications. The Tintes group of
papers (third biggest group) have been intimidated
and are rvolse than Lake House papers. You have
sealed Independent Newspapers Limited (second
largest group)."

It is an ill rvind that blorvs nobodl' any goocl, and
lnclian ne\\;spapers are sclling likc hot cakcs in Ceylon
u'hose pcoplc are now cieniecl a free press of their own.
l-hc Intelnirtional Press Institute hirs protested to the
Uc1'lorr l'rrnrr: ]lrrristt'r itgairrst Lcr- ittLtlroriLitiiarr
llrcasurcs agaiust thc plcss, \\/c ciru think of no bctter
lr.sllollso thirt Clt'r,lou's \lruxist Prirne N'linister can
,-'.ir'<r to tlris inrpc:rtir-tt'nt itttt't'[ct'ctrcc itt her donresiic
. l.i::r- llrrti tlr:rt,t[ ],,rrr,trr{ 1.lrt,tnILv 0f Irrrliirrr rLeu.s-

papers that dare to tell the truth about the conditions
in her country. Jai Lanka!

Kennedy gets a Lesson

fT is good that the Kennedys, who nolmally attlact
I tragedy, sometimes also encounter farce. Senator
Edrvard Kennedy's experience in Moscow is nothing
short of hilarious. This great friend of the detente,
s'hose latest service to the Soviet Union was to scuttle
a gmnt of fuuds by the US Senate by way of military
assistance to the Republic of Viet Nam, was shown by
his Soviet hosts that he could expect no indulgence as

a result of his frieudship for the Soviet Union.
It appears that Senator Kennedy was giving a talk

on U.S.-Soviet Relations to a handpicked audience
from the faculty and the students in Moscow Univer-
sity. The fun started even before the meeting com-
rnenced. When the Senator tried to visit the dormi-
tories in the sky'scraper building, access to the dormi-
tory area was promptly blocked.

puring the meeting, Senator Kennedy asked his
student audience to express their opinion as to rvhe-
ther tliey thought that Soviet military expenditure was
too big or too lou' and he asked those who held the
former vierv to raise their hands. Horror and panic
rvere registered on the face of his Soviets hosts at this

IN THIS ISSUE

Of all thc sholtirges in Inclia, thc scarcity of
pl'oper leaclersl-rip is thc tlrost tictrtc. Field
Nlarshal N'Iancksl.ras, talks :rbotrt this sholtagt:
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outrage. One of them said loudly in Russian that "the
question is a provocation" and he waved his fist at the
Senator. Another angry professor shouted at Kennedy:
"We spend as much on defence as we need to."

The meeting was cut short by the sponsors declaring
that "tlie Senator was not too well" and would now
have to leave. Mr. Kennedy immediately protested:
"No. No. I'm perfectly well." But the University Rector
rvas not prepared to fake his word for this and ended
the meeting. Edward Kennedy was lucky they did not
consign him to a lunatic asylum like Piofcssor
tr,ledvedev. Needless to say, reports of Senator
Kennedy's speech were suppressed.

It is not knorvn rvhat unfortunate fate overtook the
brave members of the audience who had raised their
hands in favour of a cut in military expenditure. \\/e
hirve no doubt they have by now been educated to the
fact that, as the London Economist puts it: "In Mr.
Brezhnevt Russia, east-west dialogue, like most other
things, is not a right but a privilege - resen ed for the
'privilegentsia."' Whether the Senator has learnt any-
thing from all this is another natter. We doubt it.

Willy

I'THANCELLOR Willy Brandt of Gelmany hasv shown how the head of a Govenrnrent should be-
have at the slightest breadth of scandal touching him
or anyone in his entourage. When it turned out that
his former personal aide, Guenther Guillaume, \r'as
spying for the East German Communist regime,
Brandt tendered his resignation to the President of
the Republic in the course of which he wrote:

"I take upon myself political responsibility for
negligence in connection rvith the Guillaurne
espionage afiair aud tender my resignation."

Brandt has shown lfs seriousness in the matter by
getting the Social Democratic Party to choose his
successor as Charrccllor. He deserves the congratula-
tions of all decent nren tlrrorrg-hotrt the s'orld at thc
example he has set to his counterparts elservhere.

President Nixon's clinging to lfs office in the midst
of abouuding disgrace provides, of course, the most
striking contrast to Brandt's noble action, but he is by
no means the only one rvho can learn from it.

.. . and Wilson

f{r\ROLD WILSON, lor one, could s'ell emulatcrr Brandt. Blitain has reccntlv l'reen lockecl bv rvhat
lras bcen aptly clcscrilrctl as llic "fislr-rr-chips" r,clsiorr
ol thcr \\tatcrgatc ir{litir a.i rt lerrilt oi iri. i'ri.,rit i., re-
trrlr', \lirrcirr \\tillianrs, ancl hcr blotlrcl bcing involvt'rl
in rr Iirrrcl profiteering deal. \[olt' siqnificarrt than lhc
rucss irr rvhicli t|is Iislrr' politiciir,r irr., lorrrrtl lrirrr:..1i

Freedom First

is the way in which the British press has behaved. In
England as in India, the way in which the American
press exposed the scandal in and around the lVhite
Ilouse and stood up to the President has evoked wide-
spread admilation.

In England, Fleet Street's timidity resulted in the
scaudal being suppressed until after the General Elec-
tions of last February. The Doily lt[ail and the Dailg
Express then came out with front page stories on the
transaction. Prime Minister Wilson evidently thought
he could block further press comment by suing the
two papers fol libel. Instead of this, he found that
the hlail and the Express counteracted the legal threat
rvith follow up stories, while the other daily news-
papers joined in rvith great gusto. Libel writs taken
oul Uy ihe Prime lvlinister agiit st tlu'ee othef papers
also failed to produce results. Even Television gave
the story big coverage; what would have happened in
India?

A great deal of the credit for these developments
in Britain must go to the American press. As Editor
David of the Dailg MaiI put it: "I dont think that
after Watergate rve could have gone on as before."
Bernard Levin wrote in the Times: "The dam is down
beyond any possibility of re-erection."

It is interesting to recall that, when many years ago
some newspaper editors complained of being muzzled,
Aneurin Bevan, Labour's stornry petrol, cracked: "You
cannot mvzzle 5heep." That description no longer
applies, but are there not many newspapers in India
s,hich could still qualify for Bevan's description?

And now Portugal

fT is great fun rvatching the widespread welcome
I gir-en to the military coup d'etat in Portugal by
u'ide sections of the Indian press, particularly the corn-
nrunist and the "left wing" part of it. Freedom First
heartily joins in, as it did with the liberation of Chile
frorn \,Ialxist t)'ranny.

lltrt just a rniuutc. Wasn't it only tlte other clay that
these sarne newspapers and journals lvere gnashing
their teeth atrcl rvringing their hands - as only they
can both at the same time - over a similar military
take-over rvhich took place in Chile? It was then gene-

rally lield that it was very wicked of the Armed Forces

to overthrorv the established civilian government of
the country and, by and large, of course, that is a sound
vieu'. But then how does u'hat is rvrong in Chile be-

come right in Porhrgal?
So that ottr rcaclers clo not losc too tntlc'lt tirltc alrrl

slecp iu solvitrg this contrndrrllll, \\'c shall provicle the
.>,rlrrtiuti i..r ilir' 1;rr,:;.1c. .\ tnilitltr'',' i'r)!li) il; l ll:trl'I'lriirg
u'lrerr it supfresses tlre comtrttttrist and urarxist parties.
A rnilitan' corr;r is a Coocl TTring u'hen it legalises the
e tritrtnutri.sl pirr'L1 r', iric'1, u as illt'grrl. Got it?
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EXTINCTION THROUGH ACCESSION

Manohar

A FTEIT a rvell-rounded career in journalism which
fL \r'as climaxed b), the editorship of ts,o national
dailies, N{r D. R. Mankekar has recently retired to
become India's most prolific purvayor of instant-history
books. 'Accession to Extinction', subtitled'The Stor), of
Inclian Princes' (Vikas, Rs 35), is his latest o$ering.
tr{r \,fankekar lingers a little too lovingl), over the dead
ground of the 'Accession' part of his story and devotes
a paltr,"- ninetl, or so pages to the'Extinction'part. Also,
possibly for reasons connected with the rnechanics of
book publishing, he does not bring tlie story up to date,
or even up to a )/ear ago, for his chapter'The Final Act'
cleals 'ivith the passing of the 26th Amendment to the
Constitution and makes no mention of a subsequent
catharisis, tlre Supreme Court's ruling on the Parlirr-
rurcnt's amending powers and the supersession of judges
u,ho u,ere not pliant.

Ir4r Mankekar has done his homervork rvell in that
he has strung together most of the published evidence
and buttressed it by his personal talks rvith several
of the princes and at least trvo of the ministers, Mr
Yershs'antrao Cl.ravan and Mr K. C. Pant. At that,
those rvho expect to find some real inside dope-some
delectably slanderous remarks dropped by the lions
of either side in closed-door sessions-u'ill be dis-
appointed.

The resolution of the Congress \\lorking Committee
of June 1967 rvhich startecl it all is presented s'itltout
backgrouncl, as though it l'as r.rot the outcome' of a
good deal of behind-the-scenes horse-tr:'rding. But
frorn here onrvards, Mr lr4ankekar proves couvinciuglv
that the princes u'ere sacrificed not so much for the
sake of any hallo'r,r'ed principle as for pandering to tl-re
nel'ly face-lifted party image; thitt, to tl'rose in po\vcr,
tlre manner of finishing off the princes s'as far tnore
inrportirnt tliirn tht' irct; tlret in tlrc irroccss, thc Gor'-
ernrnent hacl to appcal' ail-pclu'erltrl, ruthless and vct
somehos, riglrteous; tlrat the victirns hacl to be made
to squirm and the audiel.rce made to share in the con-
summatiorr and to emit a collcctivc' gasp; th:rt tlo
matter rvhat they did, the princes could never have
got the Government to agree to a mutual settlement
ii"""trr" that s'otrld lrave cleplir.'ed the partv of the
anticipr,rted standing or,'ation for s'lrich it had prepared
1;r" xll6lisncel that it s'as tt<lt etlough nretelv to stirr a

victorv for socialism but that such a r.'ictorl' had to bc
st'en to be rvor-t.

\{r' L{anl<c'kilr''s prosc sti'lt: is striiight ,rtrt lI thir
llrrrrt Pa{c'ol tlrc "finrcs nI Tnr]i.:',r:rrl lris scll-1-rr',,fossr.r'l

plcocc'rrpatiorr u'itlr ol'rjectivitv clr:plives his u'riiinq of
ir selrse of irrvolvcnrcnt. Inclced lrc st'errrs to qirc tlrc
inrlrrcs:i,irr iirlt irc sccs ttt-rlirirru Ilrrl.tcLriar'11, rt'prc-

1
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Malgonkar

hensible l'ith the abolition of privileges and pensions
except the manner of its doing. But even his journalist's
ambivalence seems to find it difficult to swallow the
peculiar altruism of the ruling party that it Was some-
hou' done for the good of the princes themselves, as
the Prime N4inister told the Parliament: "We are doing
a good turn to the princes by taking away their money
and privileges. We are giving them an opportunity
to be men."

For people of Mr lr{ankekar's generation and rnine,
tltese words have an ominously familiar ring. Tlrey
rvere used bv Clive and his successors, who ruled rrs
"fol our ou,n good," and more recently by the Russians,
rvho took over several small countries in Europe for
//rcil' orvn good. Nov' the u'ords have been adopted
by our rtrlers and harnessed to serve a domestic pur-
pose, to take arvay from the citizen what is lau'fully
his, for his orvn good,

fnrurasy funruiskiruqs fnom

ts

oo
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SERMON ON A TRAIN
Geeta

THE great charm of travelling in a train is that one
r gets talked to by all hnds of people. Even when one
is alone, engrossed in a book, and not particularly in-
clined to talk to anyone.

"Are you travelling alone?" asks one South Indian
gentleman with a note of deep concern. I look uttiler
the seat, on top of the upper berth and rentark rvith
bright astonishment, "Yes, it looks as though I am
alone." He looks e\/en more rvorried and departs to
have a consultation v'ith his wife. A few minutes later
he co.mes back and infoms me that they havc decided
to sacriffce a son - for my sake! "You must come to our
compartment he says, "My son u'ill sleep here. He will
be able to manage alone". Plotests are useless and
after much tugging of luggage which includes a crate
of mangoes, I am safely esconced in the bosorn of the
Iyer family, minus elder son.

The u'ife and I smiled at each other r.r,ith great
cordiality, rvhile I discretely stole glances at the second
paragraph of my book to indicate that conversation
u'otrlC not be nccessary,. But the lady had other ideas.
In a few minutes she had extracted biographical details
rvith the skill of a surgeon, layiug bare a particularly
difficult portion of the anatomy. When she had finally
managed to cliscover l,r'hat my mother tongue was,
she n'as triurnphant. "I can speak that very rvell" she
said. "All rry life as a child I have lived there." I
hedged even more trncomfortably, rvondering whether
I u'ould norv be obliged to continue the conversation in
nlv rnotlrer tongue. "\\Icll," I saicl r.rrtconvir.rcinglt,, "It's
just that it's my mother tongue, my rnothel can speak
in it, but I nyself don't know very much of it." She
looked unconvinced and a little disappointed. Clearly
I rvasn't rvortlr adopting.

"Plight"

At this point the las, fir.rall)' cauglrt rrp u'ith rnt. A
cross looking Concluctor stood in thc corliclclr ilirtcll'
inquiring u'h;, 1 \\'ilsn't in thc laclics' conrpitLtrut'nt.
"Orrr rules don't allorv a gentleman to occupy the
ladies' comparhnent" he said looking at the sacrificed
son as thoug.r he were a criminal. "Yott are requested
to go back to your seat madame." I did so rvith much
scraping of boxes nnd hurling abotrt of thc crate of
mangoes. All the South lnclian far.nilies in the other
conrpartnrents s'ere alerted to ury "plight" as the-v sau'
it and solne evell algtred my casc in strortglv accctltccl
\Iarirthi, IJut thc Concluctor s'as adatttant, rrrrd I u'as
sr.crttlv glacl to lle left to rrrysclf agtriri.

It uas rtoL Irol lollg lt()\\'r-'\'cl'. l;''- tlrc lit;1.''"':'.|,:trl
rcirchccl Kall'an all thc Sorrth Irrdian fanrilies had open-

Doctor

ed identical stainless steel tiffin carriers and dug out
identical iddlies rvhich were lavishly thiust upon me
on fresh banana leaves. I srniled and numbled further
evasions about never eating on trains which left them
even mole perplexed so that to reassure themselves
they glanced suspiciously at the crate and asked "What
is that you have got in there?" and having been satis-
fied that it rvas only n.rangoes they left me in peace.

At Poona the Conductor suddenly announced tire
arrival of another hcly. I had hardly got used to the
idea rvhen she walked in follcrvecl by three children
all undcr ten. I thought it prudent to retreat to the
upper berth imrnediately, while the Mother with the
calm efEciency, bom no doubt of practice, closed all
the shutters including the glass ones and arranged her
children on all the available surfaces. Norv even if
I had wanted to go dovvn I wouldn't be able to. Feel-
ing acut'ely sorry for myself I rvatched the violet ceil-
ing light bouncing and jolting and wondered whether
the carbondioxide content in the hermetically sealed
two-berth compartment would gradually asphixate us.
I hacl barely dropped off to sleep when the Conductor
rvoke me trp at the next station and inquired whether
I had arry objection to so many people crowding
the room. This was the point rvhen I could have and
perhlps should have macle a fine speech about the
consiitutional rights of a traveller liolding a First Class
ticket and nrade ir se\.'el'e indictment of the raihvay
s).stern rvirich allou'ed such rnalpractices, but four pairs
of eves looked up at ne. \Vas I going to assert my
constittrtional rights irr.rcl throrv thenr out. Uncler their
stare I could not. "Alrigirt, you win." I said rveakly. The
Conductor '*'alkccl arvay rvith the air of a man rvho had
performecl a glorious deed.

The next day r,r'as better. The children were quiet
and the Mother after a little probing,'Was I a Bengali?
\\/as I fron'r the north or sotrth? Was I from Andhra?
\\-as I ir Coolgi.'" rcr.lisecl thitt trtre confessions u,ere
not mi' strong line. "'l'o tell 1'ou the truth" she said
rnaking a finrrl atternpt, "I arn a Nair'. But I don't like to
rnention the fact so \\,e only use our first name. Just look
at the r,,'iry all thcsc othel people have put either Iyer or
Nair ir-r front of their names. It's disgusting. But we
decided tlrat it was time to forget thc caste system. So

no\v \\/e only use our first namc." "[Iow progressive" I
lcrrarkccl politr,li'. "\\Ihat do 1'ou havc in tltat crate?"

slrc irskcd. "\langtles" I rcplied.
Thcrc s'as also a neu' Concluctor' He rvore his Klraki

rrrriforn as thouglr it r-.'ere lris orvn irncl rrot borrow-ed
[r'o1r-r ;111' trr.orr in tlrc ]ast station. I{e took in the situa-
tiorr in oul' corllpilrtnrctrt u'ith a <grick gltrnce at tilc

5



Freedom First

N{other who waved a Raihvay Official's pass in front of
his eyes.

"I iee you're taking some maltgoes w'ith you," he said
looking it my crate. It was suclt a relief not to be asked
anothel question, that I immediately asked one myself.
"!\ihy arL you people going on strike?' I said. The
disease ll'as obviously catching or else the Conductor'
was a repressed orator who didn't even need such a

question to start him off.

Go on strike

"\l&at is the price of bread? What is the price of
rice? Don't you people rvant us to live?" he thundered
in his best Parliamentary manner, u'hile I blinked like
a l\{inister g'ho }rad mixed up his portfolios. Seeing that
who was being pushed off the tracks. "What can \1/e

do," he said "the Union tells us to go on strike so we go

on strike. You know your brother George Fernandes
has said u'e must go on strike so we listen to him'" I
wanted to reassure him that I had no brother and even
if I had one, it would be unlikelv that he rvould have a

surname of Fernandes, but he rvaved these objections
aside before I could utter them, continuing. "I didn't
knorv what to do so I rvent and told the wife this is rvhat
Brother George is asking me to do, what do I'ou say.

And the rvife said "You go on strike. If the Govern-

ment rvants to kill us let them kill us properly."
"So" he continued like a man rvho had been caught

betrveen two onrushing trains, 'lVhat could I do. The
rvife said'Go on striket and your brother George said,
'Go on strike'and so now I am going on strike."

"Besides" he rvent on in a more conffdential vein,
"It's not that the Goverument has no monel'. The

Railways are always making {-Profit,-only they don't
s,ant to give it to us. Look at all the other rvorkers, the

L.I.C. eiployees, they ahvays get rvhat they- want' We
are iust askine to be ireated like everyone else' Only a

"r1,itg 
child !et's milk. We are crying now' Shouldn't

thf niother gi','e .,, r:rilk? \\'e are not asking-for rnuch'

If rl'e ask for lnrtrclrecl rr'e kttorr' l'oLr rvill llire trs

fiftecn." FIe continued aimir.rg his argtrmc'uts at rne'

"Yott mean to sav that the Government can't gire us

fifteen ntpees? Look at the lvlinisters, they are rolliug
i,i-i*"ftf Each or.re of thern has built tetl liouses ancl

what happens to Lrs poor railrvay lvolkers? We have

to go 
"rr.i 

iell the wife that rve have no money' And she

ior"to ,"k" her chain and bangles ancl go and sell tlrem,"

he saicl givitrg a graphic des-ription of his s'ife in the

proccss 6f tetnouing rrll lier ieu'eller1".To save tht: con-

i,elsation flonr reiching i.lll ernotionll irnilasse I
i,lr*.lint"ty' seizetl the *uo^po' that hehacl brandisherl

a,r1 saicl, ';Corrr,rpti.'' clo''t tcll Ine tlrat onlr' \'1i'is-

tr'lS ittt'trriltr ()l'c'0i'nillti(ltl u'l r'-'tl-I 11111'1' qr"'11 
""'p11

Llr,ntlrrctor t,ti tlris tritin ltt'ctr1lIin.g lrlilrt's.''
"'\\'lro saicl anvtlrirlq nbout cornrption?" he cortt.t-

i,.itJ. ''Ii'.i iL i,r.Lii.,'t'l ,lri,,",rl ilirr tt;i.'[ irl:l r'..i]l 1t 't i.rll.

.r1',rlif iI l,r'( llils{' ( r)i'l'l]l)l i'ttt ii tlrtll r'r'rrt'tliltiott !t' I r-'rt
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say it is corruption. Otherlvise there is no corruption.
Let me put it this rvay. If I do you a favour and you
are happy and you say, "Thank you N'Ir. Ccnductor
please corne to my house for dinner" will you call it
corruption? No you will say that it is just a way of
shorving how happy you are with me. But here since
you can't give rne a meal you give me five rupees or
ten rupees and you are happy and I am happy. Why
call it corruption?

"And then," he continued, "con you name one coun-
try rvhere tltere is no corruption? Even in America, the
gr:eatest country in the lvorld, there is corruption. What
ilo yor, think Nixon was doing in \\/atergate but cor-
ruption. On one side thel' send people to the moon

".rd 
on tlie other side they blame their President of

corruption. Can you say that eny man rvho has done
such a rvonderful deed as sending a man to the moon
can do something bad and can you go and call that
corruption? No. Corruption is not bad. It is the most
natural thing. Even when you go and pray to God in
a temple you give him money..."

By this time I could only stare in complete amazr.-
ment. If only President Nixon could employ the man
as his defence attorney, he would be able to give a
rvhole new slant to the lVatergate issue. But there was
no time to make the suggestion' The Conductor sud-
denly stood up and went on his-mundane routine of
punching tickets.
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IUSTICE DELAYED
Govind Talwalkar

(Abridgect frorn the original in lr,Iarathi by courtesy of Llahqrashtra Tinrcs.)

ECENTLY in the Maharashtra Legislative Coun.
racil, a question was raised about judicial delay in
the disposal of cases. When this question was raised
by Mr. Manohar Joshi, his statement was endorsed as
true by Ir{r. Antulay, the Larv Minister, though he did
not take the trouble to find out the root causes of this
delay.

Mr. Antulay is a clever man. He obviously believes
that a point appears to be correct if it is put fonvard
with force. He uses this teclmique in the Legislature,
in public meetings and in meetings of Congress Com-
mittees. IIe did the same in the present case. In his
speech he referred to the appoinhnent of a ferv com-
mittees. But he did not clarify which committee will
be for rvhat purpose, the idea of which committee is
not shared by the Chief Justice, and why not. At the
end of the speech, he created the impression that only
Nlr Antulay and the Governrnent are concerned about
delay and that the iudges are not prepared to effect
any change. He declared that the Government will
discuss the proposal of the cornmittee with the judges
and rvill go ahead rvith the formation of this com-
mittee even if the iudges are not agleeable to it.
Against this background, rvhich self-respecting Chief
Justice will take the trouble to discuss the proposal?
Is it necessary to use tliis kind of language regarcling
the jtrdiciary? When the judges are unable to place
their views before tlie Legislature or in the newspapers,
cioes it behove the Governrnent to express such opinions
that lack grace? \\4rat does it expect to achieve by
trying to get cheap popularity at the cost of restraint
and tolerance which are so essential in public life?

Delay in dispensing justice is a chronic failing.
I'Ianrlet includes this in the list of things rvhich arc
unbearable. E'r,en the judgcs do not deny tirat nrany
suits remain pending for a long tirne il all couris in-
cluding the Supreme Court. For instance, Justice
Tulzapurkar, rvhile delivering a speech on the occasion
of the- silver jubilee function of the City Civil and
Session Courts Bar Association on the 14th December,
1973, referreo to the forty thousand suits pending in
the Oit1, Civil an<l Sessions courts. Sor.ne of thern rvere
fil'e 1's31 old, sonre seven aud some even ten years old.
(-)ther courts have the .sanre storv to tell.

O,"'cil.ooked

Hcncc thc (-enirai Iiovr]tt.uttt'trt iiad apptlirtLcci ii
conrmitiec undcr ihe Chairmanslilp of l'Ir. Justice
T. C. Shah. thc fonrcr Chicf Itrstico of Inrlia. to
i;rvr:rsi jgatt' lrrtti srrggcst sit'1;s irli tlrt: t't-movai oi tlcial'

in the law courts. This cornrnittee published its report
in 7972.In this report the comnittee has given fourteen
reasons for judicial delay and has also suggested re-
medial measures. Without taking into account this
report, lvlr. Antulay talks about appointing a com-
mittee to probe this sanre rnatter of delay. This may
result in obliging a ferv las'yers. They rvill get allorv-
ances and will also make tours. But instead of accorn-
modating a ferv larvyers and NI.L.A.s, the Govemment
rvill do well to study the Shah Committee's Report and
implement its recommendations. This committee visited
every state and considered the dificulties and deffcien-
cies of the courts. \Vhat more is Mr. Antulay's proposed
committee expected to do?

N'Ir. Antulay says that at the time of the esta-
blislrrrent of the trIaharashtra State there were twenty
High Court judges; norv there are &5. That means ono
new judge was appointed every year. In other courts
also the number of judges has increased. But the rate
of disposal of cases has not increased in the same pro-
portion. Suits lie undisposed of because efficient dis-
posal requires rnerit, not numbers. Therefore, it is not
enough that the number of judges is irrcreased; Judges
of rnerit are required. N{r. Antulay thinks that if the
judges read the papers at home before coming to the
court, they rvill be immediirtcly trllout to decide u'he-
ther they have jurisdiction, but somc judges of mode-
rirte intelligence do not read papers before coming to
the court and after the case has proceeded for a week,
decide that they have no jurisdiction to hear it.

It cannot be said vvhether or not this criticism
levelled by the N{inister in the legislature rvould
amorint to contempt of the court, if made outside. But
it secnrs that \{r. Antulav horer follorvs tl.rc prrlcticer of
stating a genclal principlc ancl applying it clearly to
the present judges. It is undoubtedly true that a iudge
of limited intelligence is likely to take longer time to
decide a rnatter. Rut N'Ir. Anhrlay rnust ask himself:
if some judges are of limited intelligence, rvho has

appointed them? If you require good and intelligent
ltidges, )'orr must pay them accordingly and also mako
certain perquisites available to them. Mr. H. R.
Gokhale resigned because he found the pay inade'
quate; brrt he has clone or said notlring regarding irn-
proving the pay scale of the judges after he became
ther Linr' lvlirriste'r. \lr. Anttrl.i-v irdrnits that it is

ll(.er'i-\iIi,\' [., rt,t rr.iJ. ll,. 1;..,. ,;.41.' 0'.'-'ii llr' ,i].i.lil(i;lli

tlrc Constitrrtion, Brri if ihe Centrirl Gol'cnltnent dcrcs

nothin{ alrorrt it. it dr:^s trr,t follo'r'tlr;rt thr: Slatc
(lrti cLtrtttt't.rt lrl.;t.r i,' ttrt;,iric tLr cii-r aul llririg. i:rei'



Freedom First

quarters, a car and other perquisites should be made
available to the judges as they are to ministers. This
the State Government can do. It is in the hands of the
State Govemment to increase the daily or travelling
allowances of the judges. But the Government has done
nothing about it.

Is it really impossible to increase the pay and
allowances of the judges of the lower courts and the
High Court? Will it entail an additional tax burden
on the tax-paying citizen? It is necessary to take into
account the amounts credited with the Government in
the name of the law courts? The fines collected by
the Magisterial courts total about Rs. 5O lakhs arurually
after deducting the expenses of the courts. This amount
goes into the Government Treasury. There are various
deposits in different courts. The interest on these
amounts alone is to the tune of some lakhs of
rupees. Some deposit amounts become time-barred and
are not liable to be returned. These also amount to
several lakhs. All this means that the money received
from the law courts is credited by Government to the
general revenue and it then pleads lack of money for
increase in the pay, house rent, allowances and per-
quisites of the judges. The Government is reluctant
to sanction expenses for the removal of furniture of
the High Court due to the drought situation but in
the same situation it spends a lakh and a half rupees
for repairs to a Minister's bungalowl It is possible for
the Government to improve the financial condition of
the judges rvithout resorting to additional taxation. If
this is done, many capable and intelligent men may
corne fonvard to accept judgeships and the present
lack of enthusiasm will be a thing of the past'

Delaged appointments

Another reason for judicial delay is non-appoint-
ment of enough judges in time. lvlr. Antulay said that
at the time of the formation of the lr'Iaharashtra State
there were 2'0 High Court iudges aud now their
number is 35. But rvhcn the State of Gujrrlat rvas

folmed, its High Court judges were slx and nos' thet'
are lB. Hele the increase is tliree-fold. In the U.P.
High Court, the nurnber of judges is urore than 50.
Heie the appointment of a judge is not made even after
a lapse of a year or more after the recommendation
for appointment comes from the Chief Justice.
Recently an appointment was pending for a year and
a half. It was not because of the non-receipt of the
police report regarding the person recommendccl for
the post, as is sought to be n'rade out. It s'ill l>e crl-
lightcning to investigate rvhether this delay is not due
to tl"re clesile to pustr itl tlri' tlritristels' carldiclirlcs irl
the list of prospective jrrcigr,'s.

i\lr. Autulav asks u'lietlier tlte Covertttrtettt sltotrltl
lccept the recomrnendlrtions of the Chief lustice irr

"t6 :ttitl lrt'c'trttrl r t'ttlrlrt'-:rtltrltil'i \l'. Tr cl r'rul' l tlot
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be a rubber-stamp. But it must have sorne valid reason
to set aside the recornmendation. Favouritism should
not be such a reason. It may be that it tak6s time to
receive the police report. But the time cannot be one
year. Even granting that tlie ner.v appointment is
delayed for various reasons, why should promotions
also be delayed? Last year a list of recommendations
for the appointment of Assistant fudges was'duly for-
u'arded but the appointments are still not made, though
rnore than a yeal has now elapsed. Is it tme? Though
the time has come for making recommendations for
the new year, the last year's recommendations are yet
to be sanctioned. Wliy this unconscionable delay at
the hands of those rvho are so critical about iudicial
delay'f l\,Ir. Lathe, the District Judge of Sholapur, died
suddenly of a heart attack last year. His place was not
filled for at least six months. A district like Sholapur
was q'ithout a District Judge, and an assistant judge
rvas in charge for half a year. Those who talk of the
appointment of an enquiry committee to probe the
delay in the disposal of suits should first probe into
theil olvn administration. The police enqulry to which
IvIr. Antulay alludes in his speech is not a new thing.
It was there even in British times. But there never
used to be such delay in the appointments, promotions
and transfers of judges. Norv it is so probably becairse
sor.nebody has to push in his favourites. It will not be
rvide of the mark if it is said that t]'ris tendency is res-
ponsible for such"delays.

What are the facts regarding judicial delay about
rvhich Mr. Antulay has kicked ttp such a row? How
rnany suits are decided and disposed of by the lower
courts and the High Court? While enquiring as to how
rnuch u'ork a judge does, sorne enlightening statistics
came into my hands. In the whole of Maharashtra
State the number of criminal cases disposed of is
generally about 11 to 12 lakhs a year. In Bornbay alone
45 rnagistrates dispose of nearly six lakhs of cases
every year. Horv rnuch more u'ork does Mr. Antulay
expect from a magistrate? The Ayyar Committee
appoirrtecl bv the Suprenre Coult has suggested that
each jutlge sliould clispose of at leas,t 450 suits rvithin
a year'. Does lvlr. Anhrlay knou'that a Bombay High
Court judge disposes of an average of twelve hundred
suits per year?

As regards the Small Causes Conrt, it was found that
in the year' 1971, 45,000 suits rvere ffled while 43,000
sirits rvere disposecl of. In the year L972 the correspond-
ine figures rvere 45,000 ancl 41.000 and in 1973 they
*'ere 49.0[X) .r.ncl 47,fiX),

S/r ir'l<crsl

Itr tlrr: (liti Ciivil (iorrll tlrcle nlc 20 or' 21 juri,;c;
Of llrese l0 alc irr tlu: Scssions Court. One or tutr
irrrlges ar'(. otr leave. In the Civil Court about 7f)00 to

{ (ir,riilriri, (i' {,i, , r,i!. / ,



THE DOCTOR SAID'NYET'
Manjula Patlmanabhan

\VHEN Ringo Starr of the Beatles had his tonsil-
vv lectomy performed, hundreds of avid fans turned

up to watch the event. When I had mine removed,
leave aside the avid fans, I didn't even get any ice-
cream. , .

I rvas ftfteen and a half when the ordeal took place.
Throughout my younger days, removing my tonsils
meant only two things to me: no more nights of
torture with a scratchy throat and the heaps of ice-
cream which one was meant to receive afterwards.
My Tonsils were progressing towards a state of
permanent in-flammation but their removal had been
forestalled while various alternative treatments -
such as homeopathy, large doses of penicillin and
quantities of throat paint-were administered. The
day came however, when one doctor took a horriffed
glance at my throat and prescribed immediate removal.
He was a Russian doctor, of the Russian Hospital in
Tehran, where my parents were stationed. I was quite
anrious to have them out in fact, because I had heard
that septic tonsils excrete a poison which retards one's
mental functions; and there was always the lure of
rnounds of ice-cream, otherwise taboo for me.

In a Russian hospital one is generally required to
speak Russian. The nurses were mostly from the
border areas of Iran and Russia so they were able to
speak Pharsee but this rvas not of much use to me

as I could speak neither. The ffrst day I was escorted
to my room by the Embassy interpreter, who salv to
it that my room-numtrer was auspicious (number
seven), introduced me to my nurse and generally
swore to look after my every little need.

He came in handy when dealing with difficult
situations, as when what appeared to be a young Sikh
boy from the next-door room wandered in unannounc-
ed. This in itself was not amazing since none of the
doors, inclu&ng that of the bathroom had any sort of
locks.so that the room was easy prey for any intruder.
What uras perplexing was the ease with which he
proceeded to make himself at home. Initially he stood
at the foot of my bed for a while and smiled a trifle
coyly. He then proceeded to tinker round my room,
use my paints, etc. and finally left rvith yet another
charming smile in my direction. When he came back
for another friendly visit'it was discovered that far
from being a Silh boy, he was an Arabian girl. If this
wasn't enough, she further divulged (in fowing
Arabic) that she and her parents had been residents
at the hospital for three months having come to
Tehran for this speciffc purpose. They suffered from
nervous disorder she said. It was subsequently revealed
that the whole wing was reserved for victims of this
doubtful malady.

Not having been in hospital before I *'ould not be

TUSTICE DELAYED - Continued ftom page 8

8000 suits ale disposed of rvithin a year. Besides srnall
and miscellaneous matters are also disposed of. In the
year 1948 the nurnber of city civil and sessions judges
\4/as four. But at thrrt time only about a thousand suits
rverc filed in rr ve.r.r. IIas the rmnrber of jrrclges in-
creasecl in ploporLion to tltc ttutnber of srrits file<l nou'-
adays? lvlany oir tiiese juclges sit in the court till late
in the evening ancl work at horne. They do not get
oveltime pay. With all this, N,Ir. Antulay will call them
men of limited intelligence and shirkers. The Govern-
ment is mult:plying legislation. As a result the number
of suits is increasing ancl u'ill continue to increase.
The recent amendment rnade by the Govelnrnent iu
the Rent Act alone has resulted in the filing of an
extra hunclred suits per day. Have any extra judges
bcen appointed to cope u'ith thesc?

\[r. Auttrlr.ry hirs also slrggcsted appoirrting a conl-
rrrittcl: to crou:;idcr tltc rltri'.;tiorr tr[r jLr'[i,.:i.rl t]clir]s. IIL;ii
rvill the menrl>ers of srrclr a conrmittecr clccicle as to
r..'hich .irrclrrc ri'ill rlisPose oI tht: s'olk erlrcrlitiorrslr'?

Only those who attend the court daily may have some
idea regarding this. It appears that this must be the
gimmick of the Hon. Minister to please a few M.L,A.s
ancl lawyers, by appointing a committee or a com-
rnission. The High Court rvill not and should not fall
in rvith strch un ulu'olkirble suggestion.

Trrking all this into consicleration, it is cleal ho'n,
the statement made by NIr. Antulay agreeing with NIr.
Manohar Joshi regarding judicial delay rvas rnislead-
ing. The language he used is befitting a speech in the
Kolaba District Congress Cornmittee. But law courts
are not Kolaba District Congress s'here \'Ir. Anhrlay
can say anything without any regard to truth. This
creates an impression that there is a confrontation ancl
conflict between the Govemment and the High Court.
Iu order that such an irnpression is trot created, it is
nccessary tlrat tltc Chief N'littister, lr'[r. \''irsantratl Naik.
tiike's this ruirtter irrto his orvu ltattds. It is now tirnc
lo'r' Iiiil to rrltli.' lri:; rirllc.t;;rrcs iir:;iil.: 1.i., ...1';il. L .iil.l
ouLsidc realist' that rrttl.rir.rkitrq enthusia.srn is not
cfffr'ienc','.



Fraedom First

able to compare Russian standards with any others.
It u'as like a very large and rvell organized bee-hive.
Long wide corridors lvere lined mostly with women
all in flimsy black chhad.dnrs covering their Western
clothes. There was very little noise and no visible
dirt and the staff, when in public view, were always
in spotless rvhite and always in a hurry. My doctor
was a blond with sad blue eyes and had almost wept
at the sight of my tonsils. He communicated through
his nurse, rvho spoke a little English. He used to drop
in twice a day to make sure I was alive. Once, when I
had started to talk again I decided to be a bit adven-
turous and try my Russian out on him. Accordingly,
wlren he came in next I murmured a polite 'Daspi-
clanya'; he looked hurt for a minute and then went
rnildly berserk with laughter, Even his nurse, who had
w'andered in along with him, suppressed a chaste
giggle. Apparently I'd wished him good-bye.

The opgration itself is one of these painful memG
ries. I had been starved for twelve hours and then in
the morning the nurse came in and made a gesture
pointing at her hip with her fore ftnger indicating that
she wanted me to follow her out. I trotted after her
uncomprehending, wondering idly rvhat treat was in
store for me and promptly received a shot of what felt
like liquid broken glass in a rather tender region. But
it was in the theatre that my illusions- rvere really
shattered. I had been led off into a little ante-room
rvhere I u'as dressed in a floor-length white vinyl bib.
The attendant smiled cheerily, patted my hand and
told me in Russian, to keep my chin up. The theatre
u'as gloomy and there were a number of people in
s'hite milling around, quite unconccrned about any-
one u'ho migbt be walking in a long vinyl bib. I sat
down in something very similar to a dentist's chair
and further layers of white cloth were tied on to me,
the last one being a gauze which covered my head
completely, leaving only a slit for my nose and mouth.
Despite all this it had never once crossed my mind
that one is rarely put to sleep sitting up: when my
<loctor nrateriiilizecl ancl clabbecl nrv nose ancl mouth
rvith something snelly, I figured this must be the
anesthetic and started mentally slowly, expecting to
be'off by three, the way I was told it would be. I was
rvell into the thirties when I noticed my docbor settling
dorvn in front of me on a short stool with the round
reflector over his eye and brandishing a hypodermic
s'hich glinted in the light behind me. The nurse held
mv head in a vice'like grip and the doctor said 'Open
nrorrth,' no dorrbt the only tu'o English rvords he lnew.
He needn't have asked: I u'as so horrified it was open
anyway.

It rvas all over in arouncl fivc ntinutes. Periodicall'v-
tlrt' rrrrrst, rv<irr.Jd crlrrlrt rnt' to lrr<';rtl-rc sinc:c tlrr:rc *'lrs
c\,r'r')' rciison rrrit trl, u-hat n-ith thc tongtrc-dcprcssol'
hlocking up nrv oesophalSrs. a hacking <'ouqh. r scalpel
()r t\\'o (loirrr rrrr tlrroat aud in casc all t'l.sc Iiiiic,i,

lrl
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Iavish quantities of some wann liquid rvhich threaten-
ed to choke me. My doctor seemed quite satisfied and
even looked in under the gauze for any signs of
moisture around my eyes. There $'eren't any. I even
managed a weak smile while my doctor showed off
his handiwork to any interested parties. Finally I was
walked out again with the nurse cautioning me not
to swallow anything, nor spit anything out but to wipe
everything off daintily on a tissue (my interpreter had
caught up rvith me by this time. )

Back in my room there was a certain amount of
pandemonium as someone had already come with
flowers, my nrother had been caught ofi-guard pre-
paring for me to return in a horizontal state and there
were variotrs nurses around, busy doing nothing in
particular. My mother was quite upset seeing me up
ancl about rvhen I was supposed to be unoonscious
and kept asking me whether it was over. I,answered
'yes' to this several times before it struck me I wasnt
supposed to be speaking. I s'as put to bed and given
sorne small flat srveet pain killers to suck on whenever
I felt hungry.

At dinner time the next crushing blow was deliver-
ed. I diddt get ice-cream. Instead I rvas brought a
large soup plate of warm sago-porridge with a greasy
pool of melted butter in the middle of it, a tepid broth
and two raw eggs. I took one look at this sumptuous
fare and silently resolved to have my tonsils out again
in more advanced surroundings. Of course, for the
next couple of days, eating was agony. I could afford to
be as pemickety as I rvished because my interpreter,
who had done some rescarch, came saf ir.rg the nurses
had been imprcssed bt' tny fortitucle in tl're theatre. I
smiled a bitter srnile s'hener-er I heard this as I didn't
believe there had been any choice in the nratter.

The remaining six clays in the hospital rvere spertt
regaling my visitors rvith the more morbid highlights
of the operation. The number of people who came to
see me belied the minor nature of the operation and
pleadecl me tremendously. I sat back and passed
around chits of paper saf ir.rg thank 1'ou for the florvers
rvhile the guests took advantage of this opportunity to
exchange the latest rumours. I had established fairly
firm relations rvith the Arabian girl by this time and
she used to visit regularly. Relations advanced to the
point when she felt free to bring in some who said he
rvas her ttncle. The visits stopped abruptly when my
rnother called unexpectedly and refused t<r take kindly
to the presence of strangers in my room.

Early one nrorning at around forrr I was woken by
au turfauriliar nurse ancl tolcl to flip over, Too sleepy
to disagree, I s'atclred ',vith interest as she unpacked
it set of slrall jar-like bottlt's. Thesc she procccded to
lrcrtt lntl tritttsft'r otttr't l'ttt' lrack, rvhic'h hatl hccn b'rrt'd
for tlre purpose. Once again I u'as too taken atrack
to protest rrnd al! I reqistered s'as that thev rntrst be

1(t,ttlittttctl ptr ltrtgt ll )
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A CHANGING SOCIEN'

hlodernization of Traditiannl Society by S. P. Aiyar
(Macmillan India; Rs.60; pp.320).

nrHIS thoughtful and thought-provoking book is
I formed from a number of articles or essays publish-

ed at different times betrveen 1965 and 1973. ( Incident-
ally, it would have helped the reader if the daie of
writing had been mentioned alongside the title, in each
case.) To review the collection fairly in a thousand
words or so involves much iuvidious selection and ex-
clusion, and the omission of much eminently quotable
conrment. In brief, this book, despite its rather high
price, should be read by everyone, especially by such
politicians and bureaucrats as may possess the courage
to face its many home truths.

The book is divided into three Parts. Through all
the ten articles of Part I run the threads of Moderniza-
tion and Liberalism which provide the title. Tbe
Liberal philosophy, which includes both traditional
and modern elements, is admirably set out, especially
in Article 3. How accurate a picture of today's problems
was drawn by the great Liberal thinkers, almost ninety
years agol

The opening article, from which the book derives
its title,. explains the meaning of "modernization" and
accounts for the built-in-obstacles with which "tradi-
tion" confronts it. The context, here and elsewhere, is

Hindu traditional society. While en-rphasizing the
necessity for making a scientific outlook part of the

DOCTOR SAID 'NYET" -Cont'd frorn page 7O

sticking on through vacuum suction. Having similarly
adhered twelve small bottles, she covered me up ancl

Ieft, r'r'ith an unjuction to stay put: Half an hour later
she came back and pulled tltem off, leaving me none
the rviser ancl *,itlr tt'clvc scarlet rings on rny back.
Later I heard that this rvas au ancient Russian remedv
for colds.

My doctor wished me goodbye in three languages
when I left and I gave my nurse a fancy perfumo
bottle that she had expressed a deep desire for. I even
shed my regulation pyjamas with a r:ertain sense of
loss and I didn t get time to wish my Arabian friend
a sLritable farewell. The hospital truthorities strongly
advised against having a bath for a further ten days
( making a total of seventeen ) . But my mother did not
tbr one rninute entertain ideas of follou'ing this aclvice
:rrrl rnrrirr firrtr'llr. r'i':rilrirr!t lr,rn,,, T u:rr lr.rl slr;ritll't r,r

a hot bathr anrl for dir.rner I hacl a l)lopcr rtreal aucl

then: ICE-UREA\I!

life of the comrnon people, Aiyar strongly criticizes
"show-pieces", "symbolic expenditure on big projects",
and our rulers' penchant for quantitative rather than
qtralitative expansion. He notes the close association
of goverument and technology lvith the process of
modernization, but is critical of our planning; our
administratol's appear to him as living "in a timeless
rvorld lacking drive and a sense of urgency." He
deplores our "over-development of 1rclitics." To his
complaint that "politics enters even in the making of
technical decisions" this revieu'er would cite the mute
rvitness borne by three thousand ghosts of Poona
citizens drowned in the mud of Panshet.

Both socialism and socialists of the Indian brand
invite some scathing comments, and rve are warned of
the danger that our "dictatorship of the proletariat"
nray become, as rvith the Soviets, a "dictatorship ooer
tire proletariat, with the added disadvantage of
bureaucratic inefficiency." Articles 6 covers the preg-
nant contrasts betrveen "Gandhi" ( this reviewer,
perhaps sentimentally, prefers the "-ji' form) and his
"guru" Gokhale as regards their political outlook and
strategy, even their legacy to the nation. The author
makes no secret of where his sympathies lie; from the
very frarning of our Constitution he observes a srving
back to Liberalism from the temporary aberration of
the Gandhian era.

Articles 7 to 10 deal with tluee personalities rvho,
clespite striking di-fferences, may all be classed as
"liberals": the "rational traditionalist" Sivasrvamy
Aiyer; the "clraripmatic" Nehru, rv'hose mind could re-
concile 'the traditions of India and the compulsions of
mr>clernization"; and the conservatit'e-rebel-progres-
sive Rajaji.

Part II, entitlecl "Administration ancl Development",
cirrries forward the theme of adjusting the administra-
tive system to cope with the altered dernands o[
rnoclern society. Aiyar notes the "contiuuity of liistori-
cal evolution" from the ICS to the IAS; to the former
he-like Sardar Patel and unlike rnany ignorant critics
of today-pays tribute for its virtues and achieveulents.
ITrr cclnrrnt'uts illunrinirtir-rgl1' rrncl cottstrttctivclt' on the
tcneralisi-s1>ecialist claslt, the private-public scctor
controversy, the relations betrveen the civil servaut
ancl his l\'Iinister, and the relations betr.l'een civil ser-
vant and politicitrn (rvith their "rnutual clislike"). He
explores causes, explains situations and propoturds le-
medies, one of which is that administrators must edu-
cate "their political ntasterc on rvhat is possible in the
Indinn situation."

Articles 12 to l-l are dc','oted to tftc b,lboo curtttin
t'rec'ter'l betrvceu tlie ltttleattcrat irucl tht' pirblic t'ltost'
st.,r'r,Ar.rt Ite theoreticrallf is (althouqh he tro longcr'
clrrirrr:; thr: "ltcnotrr" of l;cing "rnost trlrt'clicttt", es tl'rc
il"iri..l, .r,l;',i,1iql; ,,1,11' ll.r',1 ro r.lo ' :lr'.! :,' 1]', ;"11"' ''1';

clt'li,cts in ottr a.thrrinistrttivc' systettt. ol 'rr'!ri<-'li Aivar
is hiehlv criticll. While er.rclorsinq u'hli the rltrtltor lrns

tl



F reetlont. First

to say on the explosive issue of Commitment, this
reviewer cannot share his satisfaction rvith Mrs.
Gandhi's "clariffcation" of rvhat she is reported to havo
originally said. Ivlost pertinently does Aiyar pose the
question, "Why not committed politicians?"

Article 15 concludes that it is no part of a Univer-
siy's function to produce administrators; at the most
offer "specialized courses" for administrators, as

Britain does. Public Administration teaching and re-
search in India is dismissed as being mostly "of inferior
quality" and "devoid of contemporary relevance."
Articles 16 to lB record and examine the work of F. W.
Taylor for Scientific Management, Mary Follett for
hunran relations in business, and Paul Appleby (fami-
liar for his classic report to the Government of India )
for the study of public administration.

Part III, "Education and National Development",
discusses education at the undergraduate and post-
graduate level. Aiyar catalogues the many shortcom-
ings of the Indian University, and examines the pur-
pose of education along with the difficulties in using
it to modernize traditional society. He sees the greatest
danger to the University's "four freedolns" as coming
from within itself, and lvould have each university
"adopt a charter of academic liberties". He advocates
the setting up of model colleges and universities in
every state.

Plagiarism is denounced but also accounted for. The
role of text-books in inculcating secularism is care-
full,v examined, along rvith the faults to'be avoided,
in particular rvhat rve rnight call the "lvlother India"
style of describing tbe differing communities and
sections of our people. The writing of text-books, it is
stressed, ought not to be entrusted (as today it so often
is ) to ''trntrained ar.n:rtetrrs." Behincl the ianguage con-
trovers)', the atrthor sees the conflicting forces of
tradition and modernity, and he points out the dangers
to teaching and scholarship inherent in "regional"
universities. He discusses the requirements of a good
Vice-Chancellor, the necessity of abolishing the pre-
sent "authoritarianism" u,hich is partll' responsible for
<h'iring the siuclents to incliscipline, ancl the role that
( university ) education can play in enriching the life,
u'hile also helping to solve the problerns, of a chang-
ing society. He is convinced that if education is still
to shape national development, as it so porverfully did
in tlre nineteenth century, certain measures are essen-
tial, such as selective admission to universities, the
inculcation of modern attitudes, and faithftilness to thc
ideal of excellence.

There is a curious error on p. 221, rvhere the pro-
portion of IAS candidates siroulcl be "9.76", not "0.9".
This revie"ver noticed no less than sixtv printing errors
in 3fi) paqes: miglrt one plend for an "iclcal of excel-
It rrc"'" i,iri{)rr$ orrr Jrr<linrr proof-reaclcrsi'

l:l
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Freedom tr^irst

SICNjTTCANT COUNSEL

Ccntrc State ReLatiotts in lnclia. Edited by A. G.
Noorani, ( Leslie Sarvhuy Prograrnrne of 'l'raining
for Democracy, L972; Rs. 5/-, pp. 150).

HE book under review is a compiladon of paper.s
I lead at a Seminar on Centre-State relations spolt-

sorcd by the Leslie Sawhny Programr.ne of Training
lor Democracy, a non-party organization, noted for its
considerable service to the cause of strengthening
ctemocracy in this country. The Serninar touched I
rvide range of problems and came to some very relevant
and useful conclusions. The papers presented give
some idea of the wide variety of themes discussed:
centre-state relations were seell fron the constitutional
perspective (A. G. Noorani's paper) and from the
political aspect (S. P. Aiyar); similarly, the politics
of democratic federalism are viewed from the point of
vierv of the Centre (paper by Pliul Chand) and fronr
the point of vierv of the states (G. R. S. Rao). Other
interesting pap€rs include those dealing rvith "the
qroblem areas" like Kashmir (Khwaja Mubarak Shah),
the Eastern states (J. C. Johari) and Sikh separatism
(Khushwant Singh). A theme on which the paper
presented was weak and the discussion ( as reported in
conclusions) not adequate was "Regional Develop-
ment of Backward Areas in a Federation."

The conclusion reached at the Seminar appear to
the reviewer as vely significant and desen'e serious
attention from government, administrators and tcachcr.s
alike, I refer to only a ferv of them here. Taking lndia's
cliversity into account, the Seminar felt that in thc
Indian context, federalism rvas inextricably linked up
u'ith dernocracy. It rvas felt that the true test of Indian
fcderalisrn lay in horv special areas which r.aised the
guestion of ernotional integration with the rest of
lndia, like Kashmir and Nagaland, were tacklcd. It
crnpha"^ised the neecl and urgency for the states to be
asstrrecl of a .steadl', llre-dc'termined florv c,f re.sorrr.ccs
orr the basis of c.stablished econornic critcria, lcaviug
no scopo lor discretion on the prrrt of the Unicln Gor,-
crnrrrcrrt, as a sine quo non for the smooth ll,orkiug ol
a fecleral svstem, It urged the President to play tireioic
of an inrpartial umpire and the Govemor not to opc-
rate as a rneie agent of the President. 'fu,o other, no
less inritortant, conclusions reached were: r\IR sirould
l;c frt'ccl from the dominilncc of the govcr.rrrrrcrrt o[ thc
tlrry itt tlrt' ccntre iirrrl rtrarlc into an :ttrtorrorrrorrs (.()t.[)o_

'ation .rrcl scco'cl, si'ce it is 'itirl to pr..r.re .r,lrilit'
ol: terrr.lters and strrdents fronr onc Ljrrir.crsiil to,rnollll prl,Slislr s|o,rl.l lr,, rrlltirrr,:l :l:.; ll: j _, ,_
<rl hisl)('r'r'cltrc'ation till str<,h tinrc rrs irn Inrlirrrr 1a,,q,,,,,1,.
is clevclopecl to replace it. Tfl8 gaifi.9nl woo(r-8ts
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Letters

PRIME MINISTER SHINES
AT MIDNIGHT

fT is not often that I ffnd myself in agreement
I rvith Prirne lr{inister Indira Gandhi. It is there-
fore a particular pleasure for rne to take ofi my
hat to her for the courageous and extremely reason-
able speech that she made in the Lok Sabha on the
evening of May 9 on the Railway Strike. The argu-
ments she used were cogent, and it would appear that
she has learnt the lesson of the results of appeasement
and of yielding to unreasonable Trade Union de-
mands, as her Government has been apt to do in the
past. Referring to the many cases in which the Govern-
rnent had given what was demanded, she asked:

"Did that create an atmosphere of co-operation, of
greater production, of the opposition leaders saying
'You have done something god and on this at least
lve can applaud youl"
The Prime Minister was of course perfectly right

u'hen she said that it is "not possible to give more and
more to the workers at a time when the country is

t ayi.ng less and less."
The Prime Minister was also right in pointing a

finger at the Srvatantra spokesman who 
"ppe"ted 

to
luve joined in the vapid appeals to her to end the
strike, and she rightly protested that the appeal was
being made to the wrong quarters. Surely this was
one occasion on rvhich the Srvatantra Party, which
stands fol the linking of tvage iucreases to increased
productivity, could have shown some guts by support-
ing the Government against its misguided partners in
the opposition?

A parting suggestion to the Prime lvlinister. It is
reported that she started her speech at midnight. Per-
haps it rvould lrc in the national interest if she flom
no\v ou chose that horrr for making policy pronounce-
meuts since, obviously, she is at her best at that hour!

"No ,\urrrnrn"

IJIZARRE SITUATIONS REQUIRE
WEIRD REMEDIIiS

1[-|F all the bristliug problenrs of India, the most
U,,,'g"r,t is tlrc varriliulg poprrlation,

l'bc uncorrtlolled incrcase of rural poprrlation is
likclv to lead to the develol>ment o[ some bizarre
situations. Thc landed u'ill fitrd their holdings reduced
1,, rrrirriscrr'lc patcltcs irt Lt gcrrcrittion or trr,o. On tlir'
otlrcr harrcl, tlrcrc is a distirrc't possibilitv oI tlrc vast
cnru'ds oI thc lancl]ess uncrrrplor'<'<1, rorrsecl ltv pro-

lrl:ll i.,,t 
rtgititLcii:, clisIosst'::,irrg tlrc Lrrrrlcrl ln r iolt'nL

lr

Before that happens, the prevaiiing tendency for the
rural population to dlift to the torvns lol jobs rvill conti-
uue. This trickle rvill grow into a flood which, by sheer
numbers, could take over the towns. The conguest
of towns by villages, NIao style, should be forestalled.

One of the remedies, easy to hand, would be to
quadruple the number of chaprasis and chowkidars in
Gbvernment employ. Each I.A.S. officer, for example,
should be entitled to sixteen chaprasis and chowkidars,
and, in this matter, no invidious distinction should be
made between I.A.S. officers and the lower cndres,
M.P.'s and M.L.As should be put slightly higher than
the executive officers to maintain their high dignity.
For similar consideratioru, the Ministers should have
a minimum of double the number of M.P.'s, and the
Prime Minister double the number of other ministers.

Those with some schooling could be recruited as

clerks who would need little encotuagement to spend
most of the office time in canteens or restaurants as

those in employment already do. A more rational
arrangement would be to have two clerks per chair
working alternately. It is unlikely that this would make
any difference in the work output.

Other problems like increase in crime by the rural
and unemployed would arise and necessitate expansion
of the urban police force. Law abiding citizens as well
as crooks and criminals would be put to extra expense
because the rates' of police protection would go up.
CommTssion of 'crime ivould become more expensivel
Needless to say that magistrates and judges would in-
crease in numbers, pari lur,ssu. One can visualise a

HIGH COURT in each district and a SUPREME
COURT in each state.

The female moiety of the population has escaped
mention; their problems would also become involved'
On account of the lack of employment many of them
may not be able to grasp gainfully employed husbands.
The Governrneut rvould then be obliged either to sub-
sidise marriage and conjugal life or review its stern
irttittrde tou'ards pc)l)'gam,v. 'fhat rvould (the choice,
I mcau ) clcpcncl ttport rvhcther the govclnlnellt o[:

the day swears by public ol private enterprise. In the
event of adoption of private epterprise, entitlement to
rvives could be based on WEALTH TAX figures. Each
extra million beyond a rninimum could entitle one to
an extra wife. Incidentally, it would encourage people
to shorv more rvcalth in u'hite and accunulate less in
black, Divorce rvould have to bc clituittatccl to preveut
too rnauv wollr('rt on thc trtatritrttlttial nralkct.

H. R. l'asructta

.\ [,ool Sirtisliitl
ll is l)('tLc'l to lrc Soctrttts tlissltislietl tlrirrt it

lr,,,l r,rlislir',i. ---lottl $rt rt:l \[ttt.
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OUR GREAT'ES1' SCARCITI - Cotrtinuetl lronr page 7

is a shortage of fuel, there is a shortage of oil, of coal,
cernent, steel, butter, nrilk, fat, you name it. yet all
these shortages are constantly debated and talked
about ad runtsculn. But seldom do I hear people clearly
discussing the one commodity that is really responsible
for all these shortages. They seem to gloss over this
and they seem to forget about it. What is this com-
modity? The abysmal failure of leadership u'hich is
responsible for all these scarcities. Dou't misunder-
stand me, rvheu I say the abysmal failure of leader-
ship, and don't miscluote me, the Press.

Failurc of Lead.ershi,p

I do not imply the failure of leadership in the poli-
tical sphere only. There is certainly failure of leader-
ship in the political sphere. But there is a failure in
every rvalk of life. There is failure of leadership in
industry, amongst nranufacturers, amongst trade
unions, amongst the adrninistration, the bureaucracy,
at the factory level, at the shop level, amongst the
Armed Forces, and in the other services. All of us,
individually and collectively, are responsible for the
sorry state of affairs that exist today in the country.

In the past, it seemed fashionable for the politician
to blanre all the ills of the country on the greed,
avarice, stupidity and the shortsightedness of the indus-
trialist and the capitalist, Today, the u'heel has turned

full circle and it is norv firsliionable for the indus-
trialist and the capitalist to put all the blame for all
shortcornings on the callousness, corruption, ineffici-
ency and pusillanirrity of the politician and the bure-
aucracy. Surely a handful of politicians charged with
and selected by us ourselves cannot be responsible
for all the ills of this country. Surely the industrialist
and the capitalist-corrupt, avaricious, greedy-any
infamy you rvould like to give him-controlled as he
is, taxed as he is, supine as he is, surely he can't be
blamed for all the shortages?

All to blnnc

Then rvho is to blame'/ We all afe to blame for not
having provided this nation and our poor people with
the right leadership that they deserve. There is noth-
ing u'rong rvith our people. If our people are properly
led, they ahvays produce tlie goods. About trvo and
h:rlf 1'ears ago the people of India achieved a signal
rnilitary victory. But it was not only a military victory.
It rvas a victory of a political and sociological nature.
And it was done by the people of India under the
leadership of the present Prime Minister. So if the
peoplc of India are properly led, they can deliver the
goods. What has gone wlong? We have not given our
people the leadership that they should have.

-ren3"$$-HFNTE

-to enrich lndia's
life with colour

Anran Dvn-CHrM I r
a^ilG uLi'Ali i.:,'.:irr,'i s::.'tF,'..'' :4c013
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WITH MAI\IY VOICBS
Ntoans round with many voices. come, ;Ili"*ir:

. 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

-Tennyson.

I rvant to get up in the momings without consulting What need would there be for countless decision-
rny diary. making economists under a self-adjusting free-market

Golda lvleir in Time, May 6. system?

Introspection is not an activity the Congress Party
shorvs itielf best at, rnainly because beyond a certain Stalin may be dead, but Stalinism survives in the
point realities cannot be allorved to intrude on ideology. Stlviet U-nion_and provides a model to rnany a dictator

-Editorial in The lndian Express, April 29. or rvould-be dictator even iu the non-communist world,

-A. B. Shah in Quest, March-April 1974.

It is the rvhite cap *-ttt"tt ft* given yorrr (Commun-
ist) party respectability. The coming weeks will show
rvhere the railrvaymen's interests lie.

-A. P. Shannir quoted in the Hindu,
May 1.

It is unfortunate that God limited man's intelligence,
lltrt clicl not the saurc timc limit his stupidity.

-Dr. Adenaur quoted inT'lte lndian Express,
April 8.

, . . . the longer, larger s'ar that rve norvadays call
'detente'.

-Janres Burnhanr in Nalional Reoiew, November 9,

When I anr no longer useful to them (the Khmer
conununists), they'rvill spit me out like a cherry-pip.

-Prince Sihanouk quoted in The Economist,
April 13.

FnrsooNr Frnsr,
C/o Denrocratic Reseirrch Sen'ice

127, \Iahatma Candhi Road,

Bonbay' l. ('Phone: 25434L)

Please enrol me as a srtbscriber lo Fnsroolr Frnst,

I rcmit the annual subscriptiort of Rs, 5'00

He is/l ant a student' I remit Rs. 3'00

Nanre:. .

Collcgc (for stuclents)

Address:

5lglriillrf.

t. " lr', I Il. I'rrt^l

-Lawrence Fertig in National Rersiew,
November 9.

We are sick of Parliament debating Coca CoIa for
150 ri.rinutes at a cost of, I believe, Rs. 10,000 per minute.

-Romesh Thapar in Ecorwmic and. Political
Weekly, April 13.

A ncwspaper may be free, and yet not ind'ependent.

-D. R. Mankekar in Quest, March-April 1974.

The only minority which has a right to be recognised
i' India is still'n" tB:i"t$;:f Xl",ch-Aprir-rer4.

Mr. Enoch Powell got his response on immigration
because worthy men and women for the most liberal-
rninded reasons refused to think about the unthinkable
until he said it for the unthinking.

-The Economist, April 20.

The day of the p,olitician has given way to the day
of the technician, the man who can plan, make deci-
sions and implement them independently.

-President Marcos quoted in The Ecottontist,
April 20.

It was once said of de Gaulle that he was nothing
but a Frenchman and therefore, at the end of the day,
nothing more than a Frenchman.

-The Econonr.rsf, April 13.

Indira Gandhi must be talking tongue-in-cheek,

-Romesh ThaPar in Econonic antl
Political Weekly, April 13.

An enemv brrllet does not ask a soldier rvhich Statc
he contes irom s'hetr it offers him the privilegc of
tliirrg Iol ltis cotrrrttr.

-Col. C. L. Proudfoot ( Retd' ) irr lrlr/irur li.r:plcss,
Aruil .1t)

\<srrci11p Edit,tr. Freedotr I:'irsl
, , ., I rr. i. ,.,... 'r-: /-.r,.1-l^\.i li , I
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