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OUR GREATEST SCARCITY

Field Marshal S.H.F.J. Manekshaw

The following is an excerpt from Field Marshal S, H.

E. J. Manekshaw’s talk delivered in Bombay on 16th

May at a function to mark the 59th Birth Anniversary of the late Col. Leslie Sawhny.

I FOUND it somewhat strange, that you should
have invited a soldier to take part in this pro-
gramme of training for democracy instead of one of
guardians and champions of democracy, one of our
Central ministers. Surely it would have been more
appropriate to invite one of these who are our guard-
ians and protect our freedom, who guard us and
protect us against the evils of totalitarianism, of cor-
ruption, of blackmarketing and laxity in public and
private life, rather than me whose very training through
the years for 42 years makes him ineligible for such a
function. Then am I to assume that you are fed up of

too much piety and at least for the brief space of
a few minutes you want a change?

About three months ago I was invited by the
Rotary International to address them in this very city
and I talked to them then on the subject of leadership.
I gather that General Cariappa was here a few years
ago and he too talked about leadership. But apparently
these talks have had no significant effect.

To my way of thinking, among all the scarcities
that exist in this country the greatest scarcity is that
of Leadership. There is a shortage of foodgrains, there

(Continued on page 15)

REFORM OR REVOLUTION?

Editor Addresses Rotary

ADDBESSING the Rotary Club of Bombay on 21,
Mr. M. R. Masani observed that, as a result of
twenty years of Statist policies inspired by Marxist
ideology, India was now faced with a political, eco-
nomic and moral crisis which could be resolved either
by reform or revolution. What was needed was nothing
less than a ‘U’ turn or a complete reversal of the cur-
rent counter-productive policies and plans. The ques-
tion was who e¢ould or would be able to do this.

While noticing some straws in the wind such as the
reduction in Income Tax rates, the withdrawal of the
government monopoly in the food grain trade and the
firm resistance to Labour indiscipline, Mr. Masani said
a reversal of policy on the part of the Prime Minister
and her government was something devoutly tc be
wished but doubted whether anything more than a
zigzag in place of the ‘U’ turn could be expected from
those at the country’s steering wheel. He was equally
sceptical about a change of government secured by

electoral means because most of the leaders of the old
political parties had lost their credibility and lacked the
capacity to deliver the goods.

If these constitutional outlets failed, a revolution
after a few years would become inevitable. Gujarat and
Bihar were pointers, Mr, Masani saw only two stable
and hopeful factors in the country—the Armed Forces
and Jayaprakash Narayan.

When all other avenues of changes were blocked,
history showed that, as in Indonesia, Ghana, Chile and
Portugal, the armed forces were sucked in to fill the
vaccum, As a democrat, Mr. Masani hoped that the
necessity for military intervention could be avoided. In
his view, a Gandhian Satyagraha led by Jayaprakash
was the best way out.

But it was no use passing the buck to either Jaya-
prakash or the Army. Every citizen had a role to play
in preserving democracy and working for a prosperous
India.
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